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THE BISHOP OP CHESTER’S HERESY.

Dr. Jayne, the Bishop of Chester, recently preached 
ft most remarkable sermon under the auspices of the 
Christian Evidence Society, in the Manchester 
Cathedral, which for outspoken heresy to popular 
theological beliefs surpasses, if possible, the utterances 
of the late Bishop Colenso. If Dr. Jayne be right in 
most of the conlusions arrived at in his sermon, 
that which has hitherto been understood and taught 
as Christianity has, in several important instances, 
been a delusion based upon what he admits are 
“ foundations weak and unsound in many parts.” 
This must be a distressing blow to orthodox believers, 
who have fondly cherished the notion that they were 
in possession of the true faith—the same “ yester
day, to-day, and for ever.”

The Bishop took for his text “ The first and great 
commandment,” as set forth in Matt. xxii. 37. It 
reads thus : “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind.” No attempt was made to show how this 
could be done if we obeyed the second command
ment, to “ love thy neighbor as thyself.” Apart from 
the impossibility of complying with this latter 
request, the question arises: If we give “ all ” our love 
to God, how much will remain for our neighbor? 
Having none left, we should perhaps occupy a similar 
position to that of the man spoken of in the Gospels, 
who, having nothing, had it taken from him (Matt, 
xiii. 12). Frankly, wo fail to see how the thing 
is to be done; but possibly we belong to those 
of whom it is said : “ All these things aro done 
in parables; that seeing they may see, and not 
perceive ; and hearing they may hear, and not under
stand ” (Mark iv. 12).

The principal themo of Dr. Jayne’s sermon was the 
“ love of God,” but, said he, “ behind this question,” 
there is one “ larger and moro vital still: Was God, 
the God of nature, the God of revolution, a fit and 
possible object of our love ? ” Certainly, this inquiry 
should command primary attention, if tho first question 
is to be considered. There is another matter, 
however, deserving of note, which, considering tho 
worthy prelato’s position, he should have dealt with. 
If wo admit tho existence of a God of nature, it 
does not therefore follow that this being is the God 
of revelation. Thomas Paine and Voltaire boliovod 
in the former God, but not in the latter. Moreover, 
“ Advanced Theists ” to-day have no faith in tho 
Deity as depicted in tho Bible. “ It was easy,” 
said the Bishop, “ for two sorts of men—the shallow 
and tho saintly—to believe that God is love.” But 
“ most of us, in the face of some appalling facts, 
found it tho hardest of all truths to hold that God is 
love.” This is quite true. In tho face of facts that 
are indeed appalling, it is difficult to believe in 
a loving God who is the cause of tho evils to which 
those facts refer. But what does the Bishop’s 
statement imply ? Simply this, that shallow-minded 
persons whose reasoning powers are not very
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brilliant, and saintly-minded individuals who are 
ever prone to believe without evidence, can readily 
accept the dictum “ God is love” ; but those men 
and women who seriously contemplate things as they 
are, who, to use the Bishop’s own language, find 
“ lamentation, mourning, and woe, impenetrable 
ignorance and vice, a world still largely lying in 
darkness and iniquity, must have clearer proof 
than history and science could, unaided, produce 
that God is love.” It is thus conceded that from 
the experience of history and the records of 
science we obtain no evidence to justify the belief in 
a loving Father in heaven, who regulates the order 
of things on earth. True, the Bishop thinks that, 
with the aid of a new and more correct interpretation 
of scripture than that which has hitherto prevailed 
among Christians, God’s character would be seen 
in a better light than it is at present. But even 
with such aid we fail to see how the facts of history 
and science could bp altered. The truth would 
still remain that tho love in human nature would 
prompt men and women who had the power to 
alleviate tho affliction, to cure the wrong, and to 
destroy tho injustice which cast such a gloom over so 
large a portion of society, to use it. Contemplating 
the success of crime, the triumph of despotism, 
the prevalence of starvation, the struggles for many 
to get the necessary means of existence, the 
heartrending sights of deformity in children who are 
born into the world so diseased, so decrepit, that the 
true happiness of existence seldom, if ever, gladdens 
their lives; rememboring the existence of these 
evils and woes, we cannot believe that a God of 
lovo dwells “ on h igh” who could, and yet would 
not, remedy this most lamentable state of things.

“ But,” said the Bishop, “ the worst had yet to 
come. As we stood beside the waters of perplexity 
we sometimes seemed to hear, not indistinctly, the 
death-knell of our struggling hopes being tolled from 
the very towers of tho Church of Christ. The so- 
called glad tidings of Christ, as too commonly repre
sented, dosorved rathor to bo called the sad tidings 
of our race. If wo frankly faced and fairly followed 
to their issues certain doctrines that had been l«ng 
and widely made to pose as the truth that is in Jesus, 
must we not own that, sad and dark as this world 
was, it was a cloudless paradise when compared with 
the chamber of horrors to which, and for ever, love 
—‘ pure, universal love ’— was hereafter to consign 
the mass of his redeemed creation ? He must indeed 
abandon hope except, perhaps, for his own small self 
and a favored few, who entered the iron portals of 
such a creed as this; and to bid us love the be;ng 
who had such a destiny in store for the hapless 
myriads on whom he thrust the fatal gift of existence 
was nothing less than to bid us commit moral 
suicide.” This is indeed a bold indictment of the 
orthodox faith, which Dr. Jayne deems himself 
justified in making because it is based on an “ autho
rised and once almost unchallenged, and still latently 
dominant, version of the gospel which began with 
1 God is love,’ and ended in wholesale, hopeless
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torment, ruthlessly inflicted by the hand of love.’’ 
Such an impeachment of tho popular theological 
belief reflects great credit upon the Bishop’s humanity 
and his discernment of the signs of the times; and 
were it not for the fact that the change of positions 
might mean to Dr. Jayne “ financial ruin,” we might 
suspect him of endeavoring to qualify for the Presi
dency of the National Secular Society. As it is, his 
heresy places him in rather an awkward position in 
reference to the Thirty-nino Articles of his Church 
and to the words of his Master, that only a “ few are 
chosen ” out of the many “ called.” If he rejects the 
popular faith in consequence of its ignoring real love, 
why does he accept the teachings of the Prayer-book 
and those of the New Testament, wherein it is taught 
that “ hopeless torment” is to be the fate of myriads 
of the human race ?

The Bishop thinks that “ the hour in the working 
of God’s providence has surely come, not for a now 
doctrine, but for a new interpretation of the old. . . . 
When we come to examine the foundations on which 
the popular belief had been reared, they were seen to 
be weak and unsound in many parts.” Therefore, 
we must “ re-examine our creed, search the scriptures, 
and weigh more carefully tho evidence.” Here is a 
threefold confession that the Christianity now taught 
in orthodox churches is delusive and not the genuine 
article. It may be here fairly asked, Was it “ loving ” 
upon the part of God to allow a wrong interpretation 
of his message to the world to be originated and to 
be perpetuated for nearly eighteen hundred years ? 
If the “ foundations ” of the popular belief are “ weak 
and unsound,” why does the Bishop remain allied 
with a Church that still inculcates the delusion that 
those foundations are based on “ the very word of 
the very God ” ? And finally, if a “ re-examination of 
our creed ” be necessary in consequence of its being 
erroneous, was it not cruelly unjust for the Christians 
in former times to condemn to prison, to the stake, 

'and to everlasting fire those who then found tho 
creed to be false, and who had the courage to say 
so ? Besides, where is the evidence that tho 
“ now interpretation” of the “ old doctrine” will estab
lish its truth as a divine revelation of a God of love ? 
The Bible will still be with us as a witness that its 
God is the very opposite of love, and compared with 
whom the vilest criminals that the world has ever 
seen were angels of light. For more than a hundred 
years Freethinkers have been proclaiming that the 
Christian idea of God lacked every principle of justice 
and the true inspiration of love; also that the creeds 
taught in his name are mockeries, delusions, and 
snares; and for so doing they havo been persecuted 
during life and threatened with relentless horrors after 
death. Now, however, wo have a Bishop of the only 

'“ genuine religion of England” practically admitting 
that the Freethinkers are right. For he says:
“ We might indeed wonder that for so many genera
tions a belief so inconsistent with the revealed cha
racter of God, so fatal to mankind, had been cherished 
by pious and loving hearts, did we not know how 
prone our minds were to the most glaring inconsis
tencies.” And then, with an amazing inconsistency 
upon his own part, Dr. Jayne, in reply to his own ques
tions, “ What did revelation really say ? Did it help 
or hinder ? ” remarks: “ One line of interpretation, 
sanctioned by venerable names and long tradition, 
and by no means wholly without support from scrip
ture and reason, led us to a conclusion compared with 
which the uncertainties of Agnosticism were light 
and peace.” Charles W atts.

(To be concluded).

All hail to those bold and fearless natures—the heretics 
and the innovators of tiiP day—who, arousing men ouc of 
their lazy sleep, sound in the'ir ears the tocsin and the clarion. 
•—Buckle.

SOUL AND STOMACH.

Most people know that in many of tho most impor
tant languages spirit is synonymous with breath, but 
few people are aware that God’s chosen people iden
tified their breath, life, and spirit with their stomachs. 
The proof lies deep in their language and literature, 
though copyists and translators bave carefully veiled 
the fact; just as, by substituting Manasseh for Moses 
in Judges xviii. 80, they sought to conceal tho evi
dence that the descendants of Moses were idolators 
down to the time of the captivity. The word usually 
translated soul in the Hebrew Bible is Nephesh, 
which comes from a root signifying to breathe. But 
breath among the ancient Jews, as among other 
savages, was held to proceed from the body and 
stomach—not from the lungs, which are never men
tioned in the Bible. Hence breath came to signify 
the body, the person, the stomach, the appetite, the 
life. The word Nephesh is very frequently used in 
the Old Testament, but though usually translated 
soul, it in no instance clearly means an immortal, 
immaterial, spiritual essence such as Christians con
ceive the soul to be. The nearest approach to this is 
perhaps in those passages where it signifies desire. 
But here the context will often let us see that the 
stomach is the central feature. Thus the enemy said : 
“ I will divide the spoil; my lust (nephesh) shall bo 
satisfied upon them” (Exod. xv. 9); “ And they 
tempted God . . .  by asking meat for their nephesh ” 
(Ps. Ixxviii. 18) ; “ a proud man . . . enlargeth his 
•nephesh” (Hab. ii. 5). Fifteen times the same word 
which is translated soul is translated heart. But the 
ancients did not hold the heart to be the seat of tho 
affections and desires, but rather the liver and the 
stomach. The proof of this is clear in Job xv. 35 : 
“ Their belly prepareth deceit ” ; and again in 
Job xx. 15, “ God shall cast them out of his belly ” 
(i.e., out of his affections) ; and v. 20, “ Surely ho 
shall not feel quietness in his belly,” or, as we should 
say, “ peace in his heart.” So Habakkuk says, 
“ When 1 heard, my belly trembled ” (iii. 10), whore 
wo should say “ My heart was troubled.”

It is true in one passage (Psalm xxxi. 9) tho 
Psalmist speaks of “ my soul and my belly.” But 
this, if not a repetition, is equivalent to nothing more 
than “ my life and my body.” That tho Hebrew soul 
had the meaning we attach to it as a primary one is 
evident from many passages which speak of the soul 
eating and being satisfied. Thus Exod. xiii. 10, 19, 
“ every m a n ” [nephesh, margin, soul] “ must eat.” 
So Lov. xvii. 15, “ And every soul that eateth that 
which dieth of itself,” and Dent. xii. 15, “ thou 
mayest kill and eat flesh in all thy gates whatsoever 
thy soul [or stomach] lusteth after.” And Deut. 
xiv. 20, “ thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever 
thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for 
wine, or for whatsoever thy soul [or stomach] 
desireth.” Jacob, deceiving his old father, says “ sit 
and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.” 
The Psalmist continually speaks of his soul being 
athirst, and hungry and satisfied. “ Hungry and 
thirsty, theirsoul fainted within t h e m s e n t  leanness 
into their souls” ; “ Their soul abhorreth all manner 
of meat ” (evii. 5, 18). In the Proverbs, which 
reflect some of the ancient sayings of tho people, wo 
havo “ The Lord will not suffer the soul [or rather 
stomach] of tho righteous to famish, but ho casteth 
away the substance of tho wicked ” (x. 3) ; “ The 
liberal soul shall be made fat ” (xi. 25) ; “ A man 
shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth, but tho soul 
of tho transgressors shall eat violence ” (xiii. 2) ;
“ rl ho soul [stomach] of tho sluggard desireth and 
ha'h nothing; but the soul of the diligent shall bo 
mrdo fat” (xiii. 4) ; “ Pleasant words are as an honey- 
con b, sweet to the stomach and health to tho bones” 
(xvi. 24) ; “ As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is 
goed nows from 0 far country ” (xxv. 25) ; “ Tho full
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soul loatheth an honeycomb, but: to the hungry soul 
every bitter thing is sweet ” (Prov. xxvii. 7). We 
think it impossible for any critical reader to examine 
such a people’s proverb as this last without perceiving 
that the original meaning of soul was neither more 
nor less than stomach.

So in Isaiah xxix. 8 the old meaning is apparent 
in the passage which says, “ It shall be as when an 
hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he oateth ; but ho 
awaketh, and his soul [or rather his stomach] is 
empty.” In one verse the meaning is so manifest 
that the translators have absolutely rendered the 
word which they usually translate sotil as greedy 
— "  Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have 
enough” (Isaiah lvi. 11). What the prophet said 
was, they were dogs of stomach. So in other cases 
they have translated the word appetite—“ Put a knife 
to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite ” 
(nephesh, that is to stomach, or great feeding—Prov. 
xxiii. 2. “ All the labor of man is for his mouth, and
yet the appetite [i.e., nephesh] is not filled ” (Ec. 
vi. 7). They have even rendered it pleasure, as in 
Deufc. xxiii. 24 : “ When thou comest into thy neigh
bor’s vineyard thou mayest eat grapes thy fill at 
thine own pleasure [nephesh], but thou shalt not put 
any in thy vessel.” Here the meaning again is 
evident. In passing through a vineyard you may 
fill your stomach, but, as boys now say, “ don’t 
pocket any.”

Of course I am not contending that wherever the 
word “ soul ” appears wo should read “ stomach.” 
But I do say this is a root meaning of a word which 
afterwards came to express a variety of aspects in 
which a living being could be contemplated. I do 
contend that the word soul, as fonnd in our Bible, is 
utterly misleading and should generally be replaced 
by such expressions as life, person, being, desire, 
body, or stomach. J. M. Wheeler.

R E N A N ’S P H I L O S O P H Y .  
B r  D r. F elix L . Oswald.

A safeguard of justice, in the estimation of moral 
as well as of intellectual attainments, is the rule to 
distinguish botween tho general typo and the 
realised standard—the main direction of the current 
of tendencies, and the actual rate of its progress.

In comparing tho characteristics of-difforont periods 
of civilisation, tho standards, in both respects, will 
generally be found to differ more than the types, and 
to have been much more modified by local circum
stances. Thus, for instance, the manful rationalism 
of tho Roman nation at the time of tho elder Pliny 
compares, on tho whole, favorably with that of their 
modern descendants in any country of southorn 
Europe ; yet local conditions favored tho progress in 
that direction in regard to religious liberty, whilo 
they hindered it in regard to secular science. Tho 
same statesmen and philosophers who, with rare 
exceptions, recognised every nation’s right to formu
late its notions about Hoavon and Hades, as fully as 
thoy conceded overy man’s right to expross his

Srivate theories on the habits of the Man in tho 
loon—those same prototypes of our most advanced 

religious reformers nevertheless believed in miracles 
and omens, in werwolves, mermaids, and goat-footed 
satyrs. Sinco tho time of King Numa thoy had 
undoubtedly advanced both in point of science and 
religious toleranco ; yet in tho latter direction their 
progress was favored by tho comparative liberality of 
their political institutions, while in the former it was 
obstructed by superstitions derived from tho igno
rance of their rustic ancestors.

In tho intellectual standards of individuals we can 
often notice a similar contrast which can bo best 
explained whilo we can still realise the influence of 
tho circumstances that limited tho development of

mental tendencies in special directions. For it has 
been well said that the heresies of one age become 
the truisms of another, and a time may come when 
philosophical critics will find it difficult to compre
hend by what metamorphosis of intellectual principles 
the cautious and compromising author of the L ife  o f 
Jesus could come to risk the trenchant, and almost 
recklessly candid, speculative chapters of the Future 
o f Science and Moral and Mental Beform.

For that contrast can by no means be explained on 
the theory of successive advances from lower to 
higher stages of rationalism. As early as 1847 
Renan’s contributions to secular philosophy are 
marked by the intellectual radicalism of his later 
works ; while to the very last, and at a time of life 
when men are not apt to sacrifice the prestige of a 
hard-won reputation to traditional prejudices, his 
attempts at the solution of ecclesiastical problems 
characterise a transition stage of the progress from 
dogma to reason.

Ernest Renan’s innate penchant for speculative 
rationalism manifests itself in all his works, but only 
in the arena of secular science could his tendency in 
that direction start abreast with the advanced thought 
of the times. In everything pertaining to the 
problems of dogmatic Christianity his speculations 
were hampered by mountain masses of orthodox 
prejudices. In the open fields of speculative philo
sophy he moves with winged steps, unhampered even 
by the desire of concession to the claims of estab
lished theories ; within the enchanted circle of reli
gious traditions ho staggers under a comparatively 
diminished, but still enormous load of dogmatism— 
his light-ward movements sustained by inborn 
strength, but with tho constant implication of an 
apology lor moving at all. To him the deadly anti
naturalism that repressed the intellectual develop
ment of a hundred nations, as with the coils of a 
strangling hydra, is a “ sublime system of ethics, 
injured merely by the exaggerated ideas of its godlike 
authority.” The thousand years’ eclipse of freedom 
and liberty, that intervened like an unnatural night 
between ancient and modern civilisations, he ascribes 
to the brutality of barbarous nations—the same bar
barians that proved so amenable to the influence of 
Pagan and Mohammedan culture. He extols tho 
beauty of tho horrid superstition that deluged Europe 
with blood and tears, and appeals pathetically to tho 
duty of free inquiry for having ventured to maintain 
its human origin and question its absolute truth and 
infallibility.

Yet in estimating the relative rate of progress we 
should remember that even the poet-philosopher 
Goethe, with all his educational advantages, haltered 
his Pegasus at tho rock of Pantheism ,and listened to 
tho hammer-strokes of the Titan Spinoza, while 
tho nineteen first yoars of Renan’s life were passed 
under tho influence of tho Treguior priest-school and 
tho seminary of the Abbé Dupanloup.

In politics, historical criticism, and even in the 
study of non-Christian religions, Renan was a radical 
of radicals. He says :

“ The Koran is from beginning to end nothing but a mass 
of sophistical argumentation. . . . Islamism abounds with 
the moat absurd fables. . . .  It has been proved that the 
immense majority of those who followed the prophet of 
Mecca had not the slightest religious faith in him. After 
his death it was seriously discussed whether they should not 
abandon his religious enterprise and only continue his poli
tical work (The Future o f Science, pp. 261 and 479).

“ The religion of the Romans always remained an aristo
cratic creed, and there never was a system of faith less 
capable of becoming the religion of mankind. What interest 
could a Gaul, a Syrian, an African take in a worship which 
concerned only a small number of proud and ofton tyrannical 
families ?

“ It is strange that Europe should have adopted as the 
basis of her spiritual life the literature of the Hebrews, the 
work of another race, and emanating from a spirit different
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from her own. As a matter of course, she could only accom
modate herself to them by entirely misconceiving their 
meaning.”

It can do no harm, though, to notice the fact that 
the latter passage was not written till after Renan 
had been deprived of his Hebrew professorship in the 
College of Prance. That outrage may have convincec 
its victim that moderation may cease to be a virtue 
if carried to absurd and yet insufficient extremes. 
Our friend Conway, by the way, had the advantage 
of a similar experience when, in one of his contribu
tions to a leading American Freethought paper, he 
expressed the trust that “ Men will not willingly 
smite the face of Truth if her aspect is mild and her 
voice is low,” and in a subsequent number of the 
same journal was brutally attacked for his m:lc 
defence of the Freethinker Foote against the perse
cutions of British bigots.—Open Court.

( To be concluded.)

WILL CHRIST SAVE US ?
( Continued from paje 667.)

Astronomy came to Christendom from the Moham
medans. Like other sciences it was unknown in 
Europe after the triumph of Christianity, during 
“ the long dead time when so much was forgotten ”— 
to use the forcible language of Dr. Tylor. “ Physical 
science,” the same writer says, “ might almost have 
disappeared | from the world, that is] if it had not 
been that while the ancient treasure of knowledge 
was lost to Christendom, the Mohammedan philo
sophers were its guardians, and even added to its 
store.” Galileo invented the pendulum three hundred 
years ago; but Dr. Tylor tells us that “ as a matter 
of fact, it appears that six centuries earlier Ebn 
Yunis and other Moorish astronomers were already 
using the pendulum as a time-measurer in their 
observations.” According to Professor Draper, the 
Mohammedan astronomers made catalogues and maps 
of the stars, ascertained the size of the earth, 
determined the obliquity of the elliptic, published 
tables of the sun and moon, fixed the length of 
the year, and verified the procession of the equinoxes. 
“ Meanwhile,” says Draper, “ such was the benighted 
condition of Christendom, such its deplorable 
ignorance, that it cared nothing about the matter. 
Its attention was engrossed by image-worship, 
transubstantiation, the merits of the saints, miracles, 
shrine-cures.”

This indifference lasted till the end of the fifteenth 
century, when it was broken by the great navigators, 
like Columbus, Di Gama, and Magellan, who settled 
the true shape of the earth, practically demonstrated 
its rotundity, and struck a death-blow at the old 
teaching of the Church. Then came the great 
astronomers, Copernicus, Kepler, and Galileo, who 
completed the work of destruction by restoring 
the true theory of the universe.

The treatment of these groat men shows us the real 
spirit of Christianity. Copernicus was called “ an old 
fool ” by Martin Luther. His great work On the 
Revolutions o f the Heavenly Bodies, kept back from 
publication for thirty-six years through fear of the 
consequences, was condemned as heretical by the 
Inquisition, and put upon tho Index of prohibited 
books, his system being denounced as “ that false 
Pythagorean doctrine utterly contrary to the Holy 
Scriptures.”

Galileo invented tho telescope, and with it per
ceived the phases of Mercury and Venus, the moun
tains and valleys of the moon, and the spots on the 
sun. He demonstrated the earth’s orbit and the 
sun’s revolution on its own axis. A terrible blow 
was given to the cosmogony of the Church and the 
book of Genesis. Galileo was accused of heresy,

blasphemy, and Atheism. The Inquisition told him 
his teaching was “ utterly contrary to the Scriptures.” 
He was required to pledge himself to desist from his 
wickedness. For sixteen years he obeyed. But in 
1632—only 260 years ago—he ventured to publish 
his System o f the World. He was again brought 
before the Inquisition, and compelled to fall upon his 
knees and recant the truth of the earth’s movement 
round the sun. Then he was thrown into prison, and 
treated with great severity. When he died, after ten 
years of martyrdom, the Church denied him burial in 
consecrated ground.

Giordano Bruno, the poet-prophet of the new 
astronomy, was imprisoned for seven years, merci
lessly tortured, and at last burnt to ashes on the 
Field of Flowers at Rome.

It will be said that these persecutions were the 
work of Catholics. But were the Protestants more 
friendly to science? Martin Luther railed at Copernicus, 
and John Calvin hunted Servetus to a fiery death at 
the stake.

Christianity has now lost its power of opposing 
science. But even in the present century it has 
barked where it could not bite. It was Christian 
bigotry which made the author of the Vestiges o f  
Creation conceal his identity; it was orthodox pre
possession which so long prevented Sir Charles Lyell 
from admitting the truth of evolution; it was 
Biblical teaching which inspired all the pulpit dia
tribes against Charles Darwin. Evolution has 
practically triumphed, but where its evidences are 
still imperfect tho clergy continue to trade upon tho 
conjectures of ancient ignorance.

The effect of Christian doctrine upon the lay mind, 
even in a high state of development, may be seen in 
Mr. Gladstone’s defence of the Bible. His labored 
absurdities, and unscrupulous special pleading, show 
a deep distrust, not only of the teachings, but of tho 
very spirit of Science.

There is, indeed, an essential opposition between 
Science and Christianity. Tho whole atmosphere of 
the Bible is miraculous. Nor is the New Testament 
any improvement in this respect upon the Old Testa
ment. It incorporates the savage theory of disease 
as the work of evil spirits. Its stories of demoniacal 
possession belong to the ages when madness was 
treated as a spiritual disorder. The narrative of 
Jesus casting devils out of men and sending them 
into pigs is an aspect of tho same superstition which 
inspired tho terrible text “ Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to live.” And the hoaling of disease by Paul 
with magic handkerchiefs, or by Peter with his 
shadow, goes down to the lowest depths of absurdity.

Not a single sentence is to bo found in the N«w 
Testament showing the slightest appreciation of 
scienco or philosophy. It is clear that the writers 
of those books looked for tho speedy second coming 
of Christ. Nothing therefore was of any importance 
in their eyes except an earnest preparation for 
“ the great and terrible day of the Lord.”

This superstition of tho Second Advent is not yet 
extinct in Christendom. It still retains a hold upon 
millions of the most stupid and illiterate; and its 
strength, after so many centuries, and amid such 
lostile influences, enables us to realise its tremendous 
jower in the early ages of Christianity.

The great majority of Christians are, of course, 
emancipated from this superstition. They take it for 
granted that tho earth and tho human race will exist 
for thousands and perhaps millions of years. They 
are reconciled to the idea of mental, moral, and 
material progress in this world. Nevertheless, their 
inherited instincts, the teaching of their religious 
instructors, and tho reading of their sacred scriptures, 
makes the most pious and zealous among them look 
askance at Science, even while they are ready to 
enjoy her benefactions. They fool that she is the 
natural enemy of their faith.
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The clergy themselves treat science in precisely 
the same spirit, only their hatred is sometimes tem
pered by discretion. The more ignorant and pre
sumptuous still denounce “ science falsely so called,” 
preach against Darwinism, and dread every new scien
tific discovery. They share the feeling (in their small 
way) of Liebniz]who decl ared that “ Newton had robbed 
the Deity of some of his most excellent attributes, and 
had sapped the foundation of natural religion/’ They j 
also share the feeling of those who asserted that the use I 
of chloroform in cases of confinement was an impious j 
interference with God’s curse on the daughters of Eve. I 
The better instructed and more cautious clergy profess 
a certain respect for science. But it is a respect of 
fear. You may tell by their faces, tones, and gestures 
that they detest it while they sing its praises. 
They are unable to disguise their real sentiments. 
When they are most successful they merely treat 
Science as the prodigal son, who has too strong a 
taste for husks and swine, and is to be coaxed into 
renting a pew and taking the communion.

G. W. FOOTE.
( To be continued.)

THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS.

That Christianity is but a form of sun-worship, has been 
demonstrated over and over again. Not that the writers 
of the gospels that have been transmitted down to us in 
the New Testament had any conception of the true signifi
cance of the wonderful stories they related ; they were 
ignorant men, and wrote the stories as literal truth. They 
copied from the sacred books of ancient religions, and 
recorded as done by Jesus the same wonderful actions that 
they found recorded as performed by the many other 
Christs that had gone before him.

In the more ancient religions from which Christianity 
was copied, the priests and wise men fully understood that 
the laws of nature were irrevocable, and that all the nar
ratives of miracles were but allegories of the regular 
operations of natural law. The Christ, the Savior of the 
world, was always the sun, born on the 25th of December, 
or Christmas Day, the time when, having reached his lowest 
point in the heavens, he begun to ascend, and thus to begin 
his work of saving the world from the evils of cold, cloud, 
storm, and darkness. I t was the sun, personified as a man 
under the name of Chrishna, Buddha, Zoroaster, Jesus, and 
many others, all dignified with the title of Christ, that 
brought life and light to the world of man, sorrowing in 
the darkness and gloom of winter personified as demons, 
or the powers of darkness. The Devil, the personified evil 
principle, was the prince of the powers of darkness.

The story is the same in all the various religions that 
have ever been invented by the Aryan race. As soon as 
the sun-Christ is born, the reigning tyrant of his country— 
that is, the storm and cold of winter—seeks to destroy him. 
He escapes all these evils, proceeds to fulfil his mission of 
beneficence to the world. lie selects his twelve disciples 
(the twelve signs of the zodiac) presiding over the twelve 
months of the year, and then follows the wonderful works 
of the sun as exemplified in the natural course of the 
seasons. The dead earth revives. The rivers that have 
been frozen up all winter (possessed by devils) are now 
delivered from their icy bonds, the devils are cast out, and 
the broken masses of ice, like a herd of swine, rush down 
the stream into the sea. The fountains are opened, and all 
men are invited to come and drink of the living waters. As 
the old hymn has it,

Ho ! every one who thirsts,
Come ye to the waters ;

Freely drink and quench your thirst 
With Zion’s sons and daughters.

Men and women who shiver in the cold are warmed and 
refreshed—cured of their palsy by the touch of the sun’s 
rays, and sent on their way rejoicing. Trees and grass 
that have been dead all winter now have their devils cast 
out, and are clothed and in their right mind or condition.

The moisture that is in the ground is drawn up in the 
form of sap in the vine; it fills out the growing grapes 
that, when ripened and crushed, return the same moisture 
in the character of wine ; and so the sun has turned water 
into wine literally.

Five thousand, and more, people are annually fed from 
five loaves and two fishes. I t is simply an illustration of 
the reproductive power of nature. The five loaves are the 
seed that is planted in the spring, that, by the action of the 
sun, is made to grow and multiply itself into a sufficiency 
to feed the multitude. Anyone who knows what the 
fecundity of fish is will readily understand how the two 
small fishes might be multiplied so as to give two apiec9 to 
the five thousand; and of both loaves and fishes have 
twelve baskets full left over for seed for the next year, 
when the annual drama or serio-comedio tragedy would be 
performed again.

The performance of cursing the fig-tree, and causing it 
to wither away, is inexplicable on any theory except that 
the sun in the latter part of summer, when the season for 
figs is past, has become so hot that a drouth is the result, 
and the fig-tree dries up and dies. We might go through 
the gospels, and find that every act of the so-calle,d Christ 
was but an illustration of the action of the sun in producing 
the annual phenomena of nature.

The phrase “ the glory of God ” applies to the sun more 
than to any other object in nature. The word “ glory,” in 
its original signification, means nothing but light, bright
ness. The old hymn says, “ The angel of the Lord came 
down, and glory shone around.” That is, a bright light 
shone around. The Psalmist tells us that “ the glory of the 
Lord covers the earth as the waters the sea ”—an illustra
tion of the universal diffusion of the light of the sun, and 
which has no application to any other object in nature. St. 
Paul says, “ There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; and one 
star differeth from another star in glory ”—all which means 
that all these objects shine with a different degree of light.

Go into a Methodist chapel when there is a prayer 
meeting in full blast, and hear the whole crowd shouting 
“ Glory ! glory ! glory ! ” at the top of their voices. How 
many of them, do you suppose, have any idea that they are 
only repeating the prayer of the old heathen Greek, Ajax, 
for light ? Not one. It is not light that they want, however 
loudlythey call for it; they wilfully shut their eyes to i t ; 
they think it wicked to look for it in the only place where 
it is to be found—among the roots and branches of the tree 
of knowledge.

There is truth in those old sacred books when you have 
the key to i t ; when you come to understand that the 
characters are all mythical, merely personifications of the 
powers of nature; that the actions are but illustrations of 
the operations of nature’s laws; that there never was, and 
never can be, any such thing as a miracle ; that nature’s laws 
are immutable, “ the same y esterday, to-day, and for ever.” 
When you have mastered this fact, then you have the key 
to all the mysteries of heaven and earth, and are prepared 
to investigate the whole phenomena of nature and find out 
the truth of all things.

When a man tells you something which he declares to 
be the “ gospel truth,” or “ as true as the gospel,” you will 
understand that it is not actually true, but true in a 
mythical, allegorical, Pickwickian sense ; that it is a riddle, 
like those published in the children’s corner of the weekly 
newspapers, to be studied out or guessed at. You will 
wonder how it is that anybody with intellect above that of 
Sancho Panza’s dappled donkey, could ever believe in the 
literal truth of the Bible stories of the curing of sick, lame, 
blind, and crippled people by a touch or a w ord; of the 
casting out of devils—in fact, of the existence of devils at 
a l l ; of dead men coming out of their graves and walking 
about the streets, and all the rest of the Bible nonsense.

And yet, there are thousands, perhaps millions, who have 
not been able to emancipate themselves from the influence 
of the namby-pamby stories of the nursery and the Sunday- 
school. They not only believe in the literal truth of the 
gospel miracles, but they also believe in the promise of 
Jesus, that those who believe in him shall be able to perform 
miracles themselves. When challenged to do it, they say, 
“ Oh ! the days of miracles have passed.” But they pray 
for miracles every day, for what is a prayer anyway but a 
petition for something that will not come in the ordinary 
course of natural law ? What is the sense of praying for 
rain ? for instance, when wo know that nothing can bring 
it to us but conditions of the atmosphere that depend upon 
a long chain of causes entirely beyond the control of the 
will of anybody. The man who prays for rain, asks God 
to set aside the laws of nature that control the production 

l Of rain, and to bring it by an effort of his will, when it
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would not otherwise come. What is that but asking for a 
miracle ? The man who expe.cts to get anything by 
praying for it, need not tell us that the age of miracles is 
past, for his actions belie his words. In these 4days when 
so many cranks are asking Congress for appropriations to 
enable them to experiment upon artificial methods of pro
ducing rain, would it not be a good idea to test this old, 
much-used method of praying for it ? Nothing could be 
fairer than the test proposed by Tyndall, to treat the patients 
of one ward in a hospital by prayer, while those of another 
ward should be treated by scientific physicians; but there 
was a unanimous protest on the part of the Christians, and 
the proposition was stigmatised as blasphemous ; which 
showed that the prayerful Christians had no confidence in 
prayer, as a cure for sickness. Much sooner would they 
trust to “ the original Doctor Jacob Townsend’s bitters, 
with the name blown on the bottle,” or any ether of the 
thousands of patent medicines that are advertised in the 
newspapers.

The Catholics are more consistent in this matter than the 
Protestants, for they boldly claim to work miracles. The 
shrine of the Virgin of Loretto, the fountain of Lourdes, 
the holy coat of Treves, and a thousand other holy places 
and holy things, are proclaimed as cures for everything but 
foolishness and weakness of the moral senses. These last 
must find their cure outside of the Church by a subcu
taneous administration of quantum sufficit of common sense, 
without any admixture of religion,

And now, here in the United States, this great, free and 
enlightened country, where we brag of free schools and 
general education, we have the mummified arm of the 
mother of |the unfortunate mother of Jesus, and crowds 
flock to see it and be cured oF all kinds of diseases, from 
the toothache to a broken leg. No wonder we find it 
necessary to establish asylums for idiots,

The next thing may be a piece of the shadow that the 
Holy Ghost threw over the Virgin Mary. We already have 
the shadow of the holy Church, and that is blacker than the 
traditional darkness of Egypt.

What can be done with such credulous dupes of the 
Church? Will they ever outgrow the low mental and 
moral condition that holds them in thrall, the willing slaves 
of a wily and vicious priesthood ? Perhaps; we may hope 
for improvement, as we remember the facts of evolution. 
If  man has been developed from a monkey-like ancestor, it 
may be that the pious believers in holy books and holy 
frauds, may at last develop into rational men and women, 
who will repudiate the delusions of their ancestors, and 
take reason and common sense as their guides. Christians 
and pious people of all religions seem to be still lingering 
in the monkey-stage of development ; at least they have 
not shed their monkey talcs,

J. P. Richardson.
—Independent Pulpit.

ACID DROPS.
There is an awful amount of selfishness and vanity in 

religion. Paul himself claimed to bo the chief of sinners, 
and would probably have got in a temper if someone had told 
him he wasn’t. It is so nice to feel superior—even in wicked
ness ; a failing which is splendidly hit off in James Thomson’s 
epigram :

Once in a saintly passion 
I cried with desperate grief,

“ 0  Lord, my heart is black with guile,
Of sinners I am chief.”

Then stooped my guardian angel 
And whispered from behind,

“ Vanity 1 my little man,
You’re nothing of the kind.”

This has been brought to our remembrance by reading a 
late effusion of Mrs. Spurgeon’s. Tho lady declares she has 
found Christ a perfect consoler. Perhaps so. But why does 
she say, “ Grief unspeakable has been my portion ; faith and 
trust have been put to the severest test ” ? We beg to tell 
her this is stuff and nonsense. Millions of women have lost 
their husbands, in far more distressing circumstances than 
Mrs. Spurgeon’s. She has comfort, reputation, and a host of 
friends; while many poor widows havo had to drink the very 
dregs of the cup of misery,

Those Atheists will commit suicide. Here is the case of 
the Rev. Robert Parker, rector of Wickham, found shot in his 
room on Thursday in last week. Yes, Talmage is right.

At the inquest on the body of this clergyman it transpired 
that his “ temporary insanity ” was rather prosaic. “ He 
had worried himself a great deal about the depreciation in 
the value of the incumbency.” Parsons seem very much 
like other men after all. They preach kingdom-come, but 
they love the good things of this world, and don’t care to 
earn the blessings of poverty.

We don’t believe, there are many honest clergymen in the 
Church of England. Not that they would pick pockets, or 
commit ordinary crimes. Oh dear no ! In this respect, we 
dare say, they are about on a level with other classes of the 
community. What we mean is that they simply preach for 
a living, and would preach almost anything to retain the said 
living. Here and there, however, you do meet with a really 
honest clergyman, and the experience is quite refreshing. 
The Rev. Charles Stirling, of New Malden, for instance, has 
resigned his benefice rather than countenance the Popery 
introduced by the Bishop of Lincoln with the connivance of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. “ I have been for forty-one 
years,” he says, “ a plain English clergyman. I must decline 
now to be any longer associated with Romish priests.” This 
may seem fanatical to some folk. To us it seems honest and 
praiseworthy. We always respect a man who sacrifices 
something for his convictions. Most people haven’t any con
victions to sacrifice for.

They had a fine bazaar at the Lincoln Institution for 
Trained Nurses. Among the crowd was a dexterous pick
pocket, who had a sense of humor. Four ladies were eased 
of their purses, and after extracting all but the coppers from 
one of these the thief inserted it in the bishop’s pocket. 
Perhaps the coppers were the thief’s subscription. He may 
have reckoned it about equal to the bishop’s contribution, 
considering tho size and security of his lordship's salary.

There was a very funny misprint in last week’s Christian 
World. Among the anti-Christian writers of the past are 
Julian, Lucian, Rabelais, Montaigne, and Boyle. Of course 
the last named should be Bugle. “ Boyle ” is the name of a 
very pious Englishman who wrote learnedly, and rather 
dully, in favor of Theism and Christianity.

This misprint occurs in an article on Dr. Bruce’s new 
defence of Christianity—a book about which we shall soon 
have something to say to our readers. According to our 
contemporary, Dr. Bruce’s position in relation to the soul is 
“ an admirable illustration of the way in which tho enlight
ened modern theologian can first accept every atom of evi
dence which his opponents offer, and then calmly proceed to 
build them into his own argument.” (What grammar !, by 
the way.) For our part, we should use a different form of 
words. We should say that calmness—or cheek, as some call 
it—is a theologian’s chief characteristic; and also that the 
way in which the theologians of one age contradict the 
theologians of another ago is a proof of the honesty of their 
business. ____

We don’t take much interest in “ sport,” but some people 
do, and wo leave them to their taste, as we hope they will 
leave us to ours. But we decidedly object—and havo more 
than once Baid so—to the hysterical screaming of sky-pilots 
like Hugh Price Hughes. We can even sympathise with tho 
Sporting Mirror (an extract from which is sent us) in its 
vigorous diatribe against the reverend libeller. Our irate 
contemporary tells him that music-halls are not brothels any 
more than “ the chapel doors where assignations are made,” 
and music-hall managers no more ruffians than “ the minister 

J under whose pulpit the wink is tipped by tho frail females of 
his congregation.”

Tho Tower-hill meetings of tho unemployed are gotting 
lively. Mr. II. M. Ilyndman has pat in an appearance, 
accompanied by one or two honest Socialists and one 
or two farceurs, and railed at other reformers who keep 
aloof. Wo read also that an old navvy mounted the 
parapet, Bible in hand, and prayed that those who were 
honestly out of work might be delivered from those who did 
not respect God’s word. Surely the whole comedy is a bitter
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one when we think of the poor devils who want work for 
themselves and bread for their children.

The Earl of Derby has promised to contribute £500 
towards the completion of Manchester Cathedral. We 
presume he makes this offer as an Earl. As a man he is said 
to be rather sceptical and a Malthusian. But the man seems 
less ready than the earl to shell out for his principles.

“ Father Ignatius ” is reported to have joined the Roman 
Catholic Church. He has been going towards it all his life. 
The wonder is that he was so long in taking the plunge. 
Parson Lyne, alias Father Ignatius, had some ability as a 
speaker, but he was a born crank, and his reasoning powers 
were of the meanest order.

The Rev. W. J. Dawson, lecturing on Tennyson at North 
Finchley, said that his little boy told him he lay awake at 
night and thought of “ these things ”—about all the people 
shut up in hell who couldn’t get out, and why God didn’t let 
them out after they had been there a little while. He thought 
about these things until his “ brain whirled,” and he thought 
of “ giving up religion altogether,” because for ever is a 
dreadful word. “ And perhaps,” said the little fellow, 
“ Heaven won’t be so nice after all, and perhaps we shan’t be 
able to get out there when we want to.” Good little chap 1 
He’s a lot better thinker than his father.

The Book of Genesis is still called “ the oldest book in the 
world ” in the Christian Commonwealth, the editor of which 
must surely know a great deal better. It is not even as old 
as some other parts of the Old Testament. It is less ancient 
than some of the Hindu scriptures, and far less ancient than 
the Egyptian Book of the Dead. But anything seems to go 
down with ordinary Christian readers.

Danbury Palace has been sold for £21,000, the money to 
be appropriated for the purchase of a residence for the poor 
Bishop of Rochester. ____

“ Then why,” continued the speaker, “ do you ministers 
go about the newspaper offices on Saturday afternoon and beg 
that a reporter may be sent the next day to report your
sermons ? ” ____

At Peasmarsh, near Rye, last week an inquest was held on 
the body of a man who, being incapacitated from work, took 
his life in order that he might not become a burden on his 
friends. Five of the jury found that he was sane when he 
committed the act, and seven that he was insane. The coroner 
asked the minority to take the merciful view of the case, and 
consequently a verdict of temporary insanity was returned. 
But why merciful ? Do the Christians think it impossible for a 
man to reach heaven if he has no burial service read over 
him ? The suicide had been a local preacher in the Rye 
Wesleyan Methodist Circuit for nearly forty years, and the 
loving Father had shown his appreciation of the work by 
giving his son an epileptic fit and by making his health so 
bad that he found life unbearable. Verily “ God is love 1" 
The man left a note behind him asking God to bless some of 
his friends. He evidently was sane enough to see the inadvis
ability of waiting until he could make the request personally C

The Rev, J. 8 Pawlyn, of Ealing Wesleyan Church, is one 
of those bold persons who “ rush in where angels fear to 
tread.” He has been lecturing on “ Providence,” with speoial 
reference to the wreck of the “ Roumania.” “ God,” said he, 
“ often permitted painful events which he did not actually 
appoint. It probably was so with the loss of the ' Roumania.’' 
The speed of the great ocean liners had become exceedingly 
perilous,” etc. This does not affect the question of responsi
bility. The person who permits murders he could prevent, 
is as responsible as though he committed them.

John Crusher, of Loftus, examined in bankruptcy, showed 
the benefit of religion to a rogue. Mr. Wrigbt, a preacher, 
used to stay with him. Ho got up in the morning and had 
prayer, and then wanted an accommodation bill signed. Poor 
Crusher was deceived through religious pretences, which 
ought to have been a warning to him.

The Deanery of Peterborough, now vacant, will hardly be 
acceptable to a well-to-do clerical, since the stipend, formerly 
£1,350 a year, has been reduced by agricultural depression to 
about half that sum, and the dean has a large and expensive 
house and garden to keep up.

The Bishop of Trinidad gave a woful picture of episcopal 
discomforts in that island, but Truth, speaking on the authority 
of a colonist who has lived there many years, advises the 
public not to waste its sympathies on the missionaries who 
labor in Trinidad.

Lloyd's Newspaper publishes a special little address by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury on “ Body and Spirit.” He 
speaks of the duty of keeping the body under. Well, 
we guess that isn’t very difficult to most of Lloyd's readers. 
People who live on small incomes, and only get a thoroughly 
good dinner once or twice a week, haven’t so much trouble 
with their bodies as the Archbishop imagines. He is 
judging from his own standpoint of £15,000 a year. More
over he has written his homily for the wrong people. Let 
him preach about keeping the body under to the wealthier 
classes. The poor can do without his sermonising; yes, and 
without him.

The Catholics are crowing over the conversion of one of 
the Rothschild family. The Baroness James de Rothschild, 
who has recently been baptised into their communion, was, 
however, not a Jewess by birth, but became one by marriage.

In announcing the opening of a new Roman Catholic church 
in Lincolnshire, some of the papers spoke of Bishop Bagshawe 
as the bishop of the diocese. Bishop King is, however, the 
only one at present recognised by the Government, though the 
people may be pardoned who find small difference between 
the Bishop Romanist and the Bishop Romaniser.

In a paper read before a Boston minister’s meeting, the 
speaker, a prominent journalist, touched on Sunday news
papers. After describing the daily routine and long hours of 
a reporter during six days of the week, he asked whether 
the reporter had not then earned the right to rest on Sunday. 
Responses of “ Yes, ' 1 ‘.‘ Yes,” were heard throughout the hall.

A continual cry is being made on behalf of the pooror 
clergy, and, says the Guardian, this is a more urgent matter 
than old age pensions. What common sense would dictate is, 
that the exorbitant stipends of church dignitaries should 
be levelled 'down in order that the poor curates should 
be levelled up. But oh, no, say the church papers, what 
is wanted is increased generosity on the part of laymen.

Bishop Smythies having, in an address on missionary work, 
referred to the great fault of the Central Africans being 
“ their belief in witchcraft and the Devil,” Mr. W. G. Fisher 
addressed a letter to his lordship, asking him how, in view of 
the recognition of witchcraft in the Old Testament and tho 
New (Exod. xxii. 18, Deut. xviii. 10, 2 Cbron. xxxiii. 6, 
Acts xiii. 6, Gal. v. 20, Rev. xxi. 8), and the explicit testimony 
to the personality of a Devil in the story of Christ’s tempta
tion, he could disabuse the Central Africans of their fault 
from the authority of the Bible. The bishop gave a shifty 
sort of an answer, in which, without denying the reality of 
the Devil or witchcraft, he made out that the people of Africa 
had rather too much of a good thing.

The Bishop of Durham, with his thousands a year, continues 
’his posing as the friend of the working men. His charge to 
his clergy on the Labor Question is full of cheap platitudes.
He appears to think that all will be well if the clergy pat 
rich and poor on the back, beg them to shake hands, and cry 
“ Bless you, my children." He bewails the misery of our 
crowded cities, and says that “ to contemplate such a state 
things even afar off is surely to be constrained to J 0f 
nothing undone to amend it, relying on God’s w;’ leave
people, and the unexhausted and untried res'  ̂ jor Ris
Gospel.” ____ jur;‘e3 of the
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cut in at the eleventh hour and take as much as possible of 
the credit of other men’s thought and labor.

In the Carrier Dove of San Francisco, for October and 
November, Mr. W. Emmette Coleman gives abundant evidence 
that Mdme. Blavatsky, before she founded Theosophy, posed 
as an ordinary spiritist medium, claiming intercourse with the 
spirits of the dead.

Bismarck never went to Canossa, but the young emperor is 
goiDg. In order to secure a hundred Catholic votes for the 
Army Bill, the German government undertakes to let the 
Jesuits return. This is represented as an act of religious 
liberty. Perhaps it is, but it shows how the Catholic party 
is more than holding its own in the land of Luther.

Last year 22-0 per cent, of the Boman Catholic population 
of Ireland aged five years and upwards, 8-6 per cent, of Pro
testant Episcopalians, 5 6 per cent, of Presbyterians, 4 4 per 
cent, of Methodists, and 5 0 per cent, of the members of “ all 
other denominations ” could neither read nor write, the mean 
percentage for the entire population being 18 4. Eoman 
Catholics constitute 75 per cent, of the population.

The American Catholics are not satisfied that all the holy 
relics should be in Europe. The many pilgrims to see the 
old undervest of Jesus at Troves, led to a bone from St. Ann, 
the mother of the Virgin, and, as a Catholic writer expressed 
it, “ Grandmother of the Eternal God,” being exhibited at 
New York. The latest relics sent there on exhibition to rake 
in the shekels is a piece of the veil worn by the Holy Virgin, 
who was mother of a good sized family. How much it cost 
per yard is not known, but a square inch is said to bo worth 
a million dollars. ____

The Evangelical Alliance have issued their program of a 
Week of Prayer, beginning with January 1 . The celestials 
forewarned will doubtless put wool in their earn as the new 
year approaches.

We are getting a bit overdone just now with sesthetical 
clergymen. The epidemic crops up every now and then, and 
the divine to whose discourse we listened last Sunday morn
ing had got it bad. “ You will remembah,” said he, “ that 
in our discourse of a week agoh we spoke of the fact that 
Jonah was for three days and three nights in the—ah— 
whale’s—ah—the whale’s—ah—society !”

The Eev. J. P. Foster, secretary of the Clergy Fees Eeform 
Society, has been adjudicated to pay £200 for a libel on Mr. 
Charlewood, secretary to the Bishop of Manchester, whom he 
accused of exacting heavy fees from clergy who were inducted 
to a benefice. Evidence was given that this sort of thing 
was done largely by others if not by Mr. Charlewood.

The St. James’s Gazette is responsible for the statement 
that the liabilities of “ General ” Booth’s Army are now 
£39,635, to meet which the only available liquid amounts 
are cash in bank £921, and sundry debtors £15,635. It also 
calls attention to the high rate of interest offered by the 
8. A. bank. ____

The East London Christian Evidence Society had a stormy 
committee meeting, the secretary complaining that several 
meetings had been arranged by the Finance and Assistant 
secretaries without his knowledge. A heated and protracted 
discussion ensued. The Finance secretary expressed his 
intention to resign, and " wash his hands of the whole affair.”

God moves in a mysterious way nis wonders to perform, 
He plants his footsteps on the sea And rides upon the storm. 

^ has been riding on the storm with a vengeance in China 
Ue nan lately, where he has destroyed some hundreds of 
and Ja * *n Panting down his footsteps has overturned 
lives, anu " t e m p l e s . ____

leather. of Chicago, has had more religion than he
ilernj <3 - y ^ome vvith a gun on Sunday he

could car11 ” eil^er> ’0,” then shot his mother-in-law and
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An English visitor at Malta refuseu 
the Virgin which lie m et borne by i

to salute the image of 
oroccssion, and the

crowd bonneted him—ie., knocked his hat down over his 
head—and hustled him off. Later, having gone home an 
got a new hat, he met another procession, and this time 
prudently raised his hat. A yell arose, and the mob elm30 
him several blocks till he escaped in a boat. He had salute 
Pontius Pilate, who was going to be burnt in effigy.

The Church Times, in its issue for Nov. 25, lets out a pro
found truth in one of its leaderettes. Alluding to the laJg0 
amount spent on Church education, it confesses “ withou 
Church schools we have no chance whatever of preventing 
the spread of infidelity and indifference.” In other words, 
“ Unless we can mould the minds of children while they ar0 
plastic, credulous, and pliable, we can never teach them whe 
mature, and our trade will be extinguished.”

The trial of the South Meath election petition has shown 
how the Catholic priests are a political body. Father Brady 
stated that when on a visit to Lourdes he placed the name3 
of Parnellites on the shrine, that they might be under the 
eyes of the blessed Mother of God. Father Buchanan declined 
to say whether he refused to administer the last sacrament to 
a dying man until he had renounced Parnellism. It i3 easy 
enough to guess what he did, though ; for he also stated th* 
if the Bishops declared the Tory party to be immoral it would 
be a sin to vote for them. Altogether, it is pretty plain that 
the Bomish Church is not simply a religious organisation- 
As a matter of fact, it exerts direct political influence i° 
exact proportion to its opportunities. Give it the power, even 
in England, and it would meddle with everything.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John have had their day. Th0! 
are too old-fashioned for the present age, which likes it3 
“ Life of Christ ” dished up in a less primitive style. Df‘ 
Farrar’s trashy book had a great vogue, and brought him * 
good round sum. His publisher did better still, much to 
Dr. Farrar’s disgust. Since then the English-speaking w o rld  
has had the pleasure of reading, or at least of buying, Dr. 
Geikie’s Life o f Christ. From the publisher’s point of view, 
and no doubt from the author’s, it is a very successful pro
duction. Yes, there’s money in poor J. 0. still, and the 
sky-pilots will exploit him as long as it pays to do so. But 
for all that these Lives of Christ are a sign that Christianity 
is waning. Men who really believed in Christ as God would 
never want him tricked out in modern fashion.

Mrs. Grundy follows Christian civilisation over the whole 
globe. We see that a Kimberley lady vents her indignation 
in a local paper at the indecencies of the picture gallery. 1° 
her innocence she went to see the show, and she found quite 
half a dozen horrid paintings. One was the “ Boy and the 
Dryad,” and “ words cannot express ” her “ disgust ” at the 
dryad, who is “ simply a shameless young woman, without » 
stitch of clothing to her back ”—and probably as little in 
front. We cordially sympathise with this indignant female. 
But why doesn’t she round on her “ Creator” for making 
women naked, instead of providing them with a natural suit 
of undetachable clothes ? That Kimberley woman’s feelings 
must be awful every time she takes a bath—if, indeed, she 
condescends to such an indecency.

It was at a Sabbath morning service in a village church, 
and the parson, with due form, commenced to give out the 
names of a couple who were about to become spliced. “ I
publish the banns of marriage between John H enry------>
bachelor, and Jane. I—er cannot make out the other name, 
but you’ll all hear it next Sunday. If any of you know any 
just cause, etc., ye are to declare it.” Then the o r g a n  played.

“ I wonder,” remarked a school-fellow, to Henry Irving, 
(who is of a dramatic as well as a sporting turn of mind), 
" I  wonder why Adam has never been made the hero of 
a play or drama of some sort?” “ The reason why Adam 
has never been available for the hero of a play,” replied 
Henry, “ is simply because it is not possible to mix up 
his name with some married woman.”

i Parson : “ That type-written sermon I received from you 
f was abominably printed—just full of blunders.” Business 

man (sadly): “ I know.” “ Why don’t you discharge the 
fellow?” “ It’s a girl.” “ Well, discharge the girl.” 
“ Never ! I ’m in love with her.” “ Then marry her.” “ She 
won’t have me.”
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, Dec. 4, Hall of Science, Freeman-street, Grimsby ; 
11, “ Why I Cannot bo a Christian ” ; at 3, “ An Hour with the 
Devil at 7, “ The Doom of the Gods.”

Thursday, Dec. 8, Wellington Hall, Almeida-street, Upper- 
Street, Islington; at 8, “ Why I am an Atheist.”

Dec. 11 and 18, Hall of Scienco.
January 1, Birmingham; 8, Leicester; 15 and 22, Hall of 

Science; 29, Bristol.
February 5, Hull,

TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb . Ohas. Watts’ Engagements.—Dec. 4, Hall of Science, 
London; 11,Manchester; 18,Birmingham.—All communica
tions for Mr. Watts should be sent direct to him (with 
stamped envelope for reply) at Baskerville Hall, The 
Crescent, Birmingham.

F. Westkbn.—Thanks for cutting. See paragraph.
E. Oliver .—Subscription acknowledged elsewhere. There 

are many members of our party who, like yourself, cannot 
be active workers for the cause. We wish they would all, 
like yourself, help to furnish the sinews of war for those 
who can do the work.

National Secular Society’s Special Fund.—Wo have 
received :—Edward Oliver, £1 I s . ; W. C. (Dorking), 10s. Od.;
G. Macready, 2s. 6d .; J. Terry, Is.; B. A. Millicharap, 2s.;
R. Taylor, 2s. Cd.; J. H. R., 2s. 6d.; Seeley, Is.; J. P., 2s.; 
W. W. Wood, 3s.

0 . Wright.—The earliest Hebrew manuscript of the Old 
Testament only dates at earliest a thousand years after the 
Christian era. It is known as the Codex Laudanus, and has 
the vowel points.

S. J.—It is not for us to try the Lawrence case over again. It 
is always open for anyone to say that the case against any 
prisoner was not proved. Your analogy is fallacious. We 
never disputed the fact of our responsibility for the Free
thinker. Our contention was that what wo had done was 
a legitimate exercise of froethought. For the rest, wo really 
have no time to waste on “ spirit photographs.” As well 
ask us to study alchemy or astrology.

R. E. Holding.—Your experience at Professor Boot’s mooting 
does not astonish us. It was lucky you camo out of it as 
well as you did. Happily hard words break no bones. The 
man you refer to is of a criminal typo you will often see in 
Lombroso’s plates. If ho wore not venting his malignity 
on Secularism ho would probably bo gratifying his instincts 
in a moro dangerous mannor.

A. S imson.—We do not see why the Brighton Branch should 
not be successfully reconstituted. Lot us know if a hall can 
be obtained, and wo will see what can bo dono on our part,

G. Macready.—Wait a little. Mr. Footo will writo you shortly 
about Froothought lectures in Northampton.

K. Hunt.—Letter to hand. Tho dato thoroforo stands as por 
list.

J. Brenner (Hull).—It is all right.
A. Lewis.—Shall appear.
AV. T. Steele.—All your suggestions, and many more, will be 

c arried out at tho London Hall of Scienco in duo course; 
provided, that is, tho scheme is properly supported. Moro 
accommodation is wanted for tho purposes of an Institute ; 
and the sooner tho directors are enabled to rebuild tho front 
part of tho promises, tho soonor tho N.8.S. will bo able to 
carry on all tho splendid work that is desired.

II. Rowden informs W. B., who inquires for somo one who 
sells this journal at Canterbury, that ho should apply to Mr. 
Ludd, near Cathedral Gate.

T. Dunmore.—Some lecturers like a little desk on tho table 
for notes and papers, and somo do not. If there woro any 
strong demand for it tho committees would supply it as a 
matter of course. However, wo let tho Branches see your 
suggestion that something of tho kind should bo provided.

T. E. M. (Belfast).—Shall appear. It has decided merit. Glad 
to hear you wero so pleased with our lecturos in your city. 
Certainly, if we are to have any  roligion, the only satis
factory one is the Roligion of Humanity.

Nemo.—Colonel Ingersoll has not replied to Father Lambert. 
IIo is under no obligation to writo a sot reply to any and 
every Christian who chooses to attack him. IIo only fights 
with gentlemen; and having crossed swords with Judge 
Black, Cardinal Manning, and Mr. Gladstone, ho may well 
loavo tho smaller fry of faith to get an advertisement for 
themselves at someone elso’s expense.

AV. Partridge.—Pleased to receive your Birmingham list of 
subscriptions for tho General Fund. Wo note your report of 
Mr. Cohen’s very satisfactory lecturos at Birmingham, and 
your committee’s opinion that other Branclios would do well 
to engage him.

Sam Standring.—Sorry, though not surprised, to learn that 
your littlo monthly will not bo carried on in tho now year. 
Our opinion Is that tho Froethought party in England has

at present as many papers as it needs, or is able to support. 
We wish you success at Rochdale and elsewhere in the 
district, but somo kind of guarantee is necessary. You will 
find it difficult to make lectures pay, and impossible to live 
on enthusiasm.

J. W. AVittering.—Very sorry to hear of Mr. Alward’s serious 
accident, and tho consequent postponement of the tea before 
Mr. Foote’s evening lecture. We hope to find our old and 
esteemed friend making good progress to recovery.

J. L. Rogers (Plymouth).—Mr. Foote will try to give you a 
Sunday in February or March. Let him know immediately 
what hall is available.

B. A. Millichamp.—Thanks. We will keep the information 
handy.

C. E. Smith.—Thanks for cuttings. We note your appreciation 
of our reply to Gladstone in the Grand Old Book.

W. AViiitcher.—Wo expected you would find difficulties. Let 
us know further about the hall you mention.

G. Huntley.—Under consideration.
J oseph Brown.—Send us the manuscript and wo will see. 

Don’t be vexed by the black champion’s scurrilities. You 
pay him too much honor.

“  Freethinker ” Sustentation Fund :—W. Bailey (Man
chester), 10s. ; A Friend, 5s. ; R. W., £ l ; J. K., 2s. 6d.

J osephus.—(X) Mr. Grinstead does not know what he is 
talking about when he says that the evidence for the Gospels 
is “ much more plentiful than any evidence which relates to 
the works of Shakespeare.” AVe have poems and plays of 
Shakespeare published during his lifetime, and the complete 
collection of his plays published after his death, in 1023, by 
his friends, with an introductory poem by Ben Jonson, who 
also know him personally. AVhere can wo find any such 
evidence for the Gospels ? (2) Mr. Foote never said that the
Gospels wero not written till “ soveral hundred j ears after 
Christ.” (3) We cannot follow your reconcilement of tho 
two accounts of Paul’s conversion.

Friends who send us nowspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Pa per s  R e c e iv e d .—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator- 
Open Court—Freidenkor—Two AVorlds—Der Arme Teufel 
—Liberty—Liberator—Progressive Thinker—Flaming Sword 
—Secular Thought—Modern Thought—Twentieth C entury- 
Fur Unsere Jugend—Freethinker’s Magazino—Truthsoekor 
—Western Figaro—Clarion—Church Reformer—Ironclad 
Ago—Independent Pulpit—La A’erité Philosophique—Echo 
— Watts’s Literary Guide—Freedom—Cosmopolitan—Star— 
Glasgow Herald—Daily Telegraph—Truth— North Eastern 
Daily Gazette—Dundee Advortisor—Tit Bits—Now Era— 
Natural Food—Midland Evening News—Middlesex County 
—Times—Moralist—Newcastle Daily Chronicle—Northern 
Echo.

Literary communications to bo addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clorkenwell-green, London, E.C. All business communi
cations to Mr. It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Scale or Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; evory 
succeeding ten words, 6d. D isplayed Advertisements :— 
One inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £ l  10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on tho 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receivo the number in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription expires.

Correspondence should reach us not lator than Tuesday if a 
roply is dosired in tho current issue. Othorwiso the reply 
stands ovor till the following week.

SUGAR PLUMS.
Mr. Foote had good meetings on Sunday at Manchester. 

The morning attendance was fair, there was a great improve
ment in the afternoon, and in the evening tho hall was 
inconveniently crowded. During the day the chair was 
taken by Messrs. Payne, Taylor, and Pegg. Each lecture was 
followed by questions, and the third by some discussion. 
Tho evening meeting was very enthusiastic. A collection, 
and apparently a good one, was made for the N.S.S. General 
Fund.

The Manchester Secular Hall is now further improved by 
the addition of a handsome little platform, presented by 
the same good fiiend who gave the Bradlaugh portrait 
and paid for the redecorations. We are also pleased to 
hear that the Branch is in a better financial position than it 
has known for some years. The committee intend to carry on 
an active propaganda during the winter.

Mr. Charles Watts had two large enthusiastic audiences 
last Sunday at the London Hall of Science. Ilia exposure of 
the follies of Theosophy met with long and repeated applause. 
Mr. Watts again lectures at the same hall, morning and
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evening to-day (Sunday, December 4). Prior to the evening 
lecture Mra. Watts will give a recitation.

Sunday, December 25, being Christmas Day, the London 
Hall of Science will be closed. It is not thought advisable to 
bring a handful of people away from the season’s festivities. 
On Wednesday evening, December, 28, the Hall will be 
open for a novel function. The members of the National 
Secular Society are invited to attend a conversazione, to 
meet the President and his colleagues of the Executive. 
The hall will be open for this purpose from eight till 
eleven. At intervals during the evening a little music 
and a few good songs and readings will be given.

On Thursday evening next (Dec. 8) Mr. Foote concludes 
the London Secular Federation’s course of Free Lectures at 
Wellington Hall, Islington. ' His subject is “ Why I am an 
Atheist.” Ample opportunity will be given for pertinent and 
courteous discussion. ____

Freethinkers should procure early copies of the National 
Secular Society’s Almanack for 1893. A margin has been 
left this year for an increased sale. The profits of the publi
cation go to the Society’s general fund. A full list of the 
contents will be found in our advertisement columns.

Mr. James Rowney (Secularist) and Mr. J. Boyce (Christian) 
will hold a discussion at the London Hall of Science next 
Wednesday evening (Dec. 7). The subject for debate is the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The admission is free.

Henan’s Fife de Jésus has had an enormous sale. At the 
original price of seven francs and a half, it is said that 60,000 
copies were sold. The cheap edition must have had a far 
wider circulation. There is also an illustrated edition which 
has doubtless found many purchasers. Of course the Vie de 
Jesus is the most popular of Renan’s works, but his other 
writings must have had a considerable public. It appears, 
however, that Michel Levy, the publisher, had very much the’ 
lion’s share of the profits. Renan was often told so, but he 
replied that Levy deserved them. Other persons thought 
differently, but Renan was immovable on this point. It was 
partly a poor sense of business, but more largely a sense of 
chivalry towards the publisher who first found him a market, 
Renan’s “ vices ” did not include avarice.

Renan was so little avaricious that he had hardly left 
his widow sufficient for her maintenance. She has been 
compelled to sell the special library of Oriental works he 
diligently collected during his lifetime. It appears 
that his office was only worth about £400 a year, and 
the profits from the sale of his writings are not very 
great. Madame Renan will probably bo the recipient 
of a pension from the government of France.

Plymouth, Devenport, and Stonehouse readers of this 
journal are requested to support the Plymouth Branch, and 
to attend the meeting this evening (Dec. 4) at 100 Union- 
street. They will find a nice comfortable room, a fair library 
of books, and an opportunity of taking part in arrangements 
for Freethought propaganda.

At the sixteenth annual Congress of the American Secular 
Union, Judge Waite was re-elected president, with Mrs. M. A. 
Freeman for secretary, and Otto Wettstein treasurer. It was 
decided to hold an International Congress during the World’s 
Fair.

We are pleased to learn that the accomplished widow of 
Richard A. Proctor, the Freethinking populariser of astro
nomy, has been appointed curator of the Proctor Memorial 
Observatory at San Diego, California.

The Weekly Dispatch, writing on the coroner for West 
London having asked the jury to hold up their hands instead 
of kissing the greasy covers of a Bible, remarks : “ Of course, 
it is open to us to affirm if we declare that we do not believe 
in the sanctity of the Bible or in the creed of which it is a 
symbol. But in doing that we are apt to court insult, and 
sometimes actual injury. It is quite time that the present 
form of oath were abolished, and something more reasonable 
and as binding substituted for it.”

The Japanese have frequently been reported as ready 
to adopt a new religion. The thirty-one rival sects of 
Christians in Japan, had, however, given them pause as 
to the merits of that faith. We believe we are quite correct 
in stating that the leading minds in Japan, and those who are 
coming to the front in politics, are decided Freethinkers, 
treating Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, and Shintoism 
alike, from the eclectic natural point of view.

While Mr. Symes has been touring in South Australia, 
his place at Melbourne was taken by a Mr. Joseph Skurrie, 
who seems to have given every satisfaction.

The Independent Pulpit of Texas in its November number 
reprints Mr. Foote’s article on “ Tennyson and the Bible.” 
The Pulpit maintains its standard with a number of serious 
high class Freethought articles.

The Humanitarian League holds its next meeting on 
Monday (Dec. 5) at the Wheatsheaf Restaurant, 13 Rathbone- 
place, Oxford-street, London, W. Dr. W. B. Richardson 
takes the chair at 8, and an address will be delivered by Mr.
H. F. Lester on private and public slaughter-houses.

The projected Islington Branch is making satisfactory 
progress. A special meeting of members will be held at 
Milner-lodge, Waterloo-terrace, at 3 30 on Sunday (Dec. 4). 
A full attendance is requested, as important business has to 
be transacted.

The publishers of Secular Thought (Toronto) have reprinted 
A. B. Moss’s article on the Christian Creed as a pamphlet. 
We are glad to see that English Freethought writers are 
being more than ever read in America.

Portsmouth friends will on Sunday have an opportunity of 
hearing Mr. H. Snell, who then pays his first visit to that 
city. They should make a point of being present. Mr. 8nell 
is now one of the special lecturers of the N.S.S. His subjects 
are attractive, and will, wo believe, be ably dealt with. At 
any rate, the Portsmouth folk should judge that for them
selves.

Mr. Cohen and Mr. Snell, two of our younger London lec
turers, are winning golden opinions, and we hope they have 
both a bright future before them in our party. We are more 
than ever in need of rising men to carry on Freethought pro
paganda. Nothing would please us better than to see a 
hundred good lecturers in the field, and a dozen men able to 
fill the President’s chair.

An elf )rt is being made to establish a Freethought Circu
lating Library for East London. At present there is only one 
Circulating Library for the whole district, and the books are 
under a rigid censorship. Gifts of books for the new venture 
have already been received from Sir John Lubbock, Leslie 
Stephen, George Anderson, and others. Readers of this 
paragraph who are willing to assist should send direct to 
Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road, Old Ford, E. ; or to 
E. Cohen, librarian, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial- 
road, E. All presents of books, or other help, will be duly 
acknowledged.

A number of Freethinkers at Ipswich have resolved to form 
a Branch of the N.S.S. Mr. Foote is to visit the town on 
Monday, Dec. 12, and lecture, in the Co-operative Hall on 
“ Secularism Superior to Christianity as an Intellectual Light 
and a Moral Guide.” Mr. Robert Forder will accompany 
Mr. Foote and take the chair. After the lecture the new 
Branch will be constituted and arrangements made for further 
propaganda.

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

window.
(2) Got your newsagent to take a fow copies of the Freethinker

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take tho ctpies 
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an oxtra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

.4) Display, or get displayed, one of our oentonts-shoots, which 
aro of a convenient size for tho purpose. Mr. Fordor 
will send them on application.

1.6) Leivoa copy of tho Freethinker now and then in tho train, 
the car, or tho omnibus.



December 4 , 1892. The Freethinker. 779

COLONEL INOERSOLL AND THE PRIEST.

When at Chicago delivering his great oration on Voltaire, 
Colonel Ingersoll appears to have stayed at the same hotel 
as the Catholic Bishop Spalding. At any rate a priest 
named Maurelian called to see the Bishop, and by some 
inadvertence was shown into the Colonel’s room. He after
wards wrote to the papers, complaining he had been insulted 
by the infidel. Colonel Ingersoll in consequence addressed 
the following letter to the Sun.

“ To the Editor of the Sun.—Sir,—My attention has been 
called to the grievance of ‘ Brother ’ Maurelian, who seems 
to think that he was badly treated by me at the Grand 
Pacific Hotel.

“ The account given by ‘ Brother ’ Maurelian, as published 
in the Sun, is not quite correct as to the language used 
by me, and as to my manner toward him, it is altogether 
wrong.

“ A card was presented to me on Saturday, the 8th of 
the month, at room 33, Grand Pacific Hotel, and on this 
card was either ‘ Brother Maurelian ’ or ‘ Father Maurelian ’ 
—I think ‘ Father Maurelian.’ I told the waiter bringing it 
to show the gentleman up. In a little while ‘Brother’ 
Maurelian appeared and asked for Bishop Spalding. Of 
course I instantly saw that a mistake had been made, 
and the situation struck me as having in it at least a spark of 
humor. Think of a Catholic ‘ Brother ’ calling at my room 
for Bishop Spalding 1 And so I said to the ‘ Brother ’ 
pleasantly as it was, or is, possible for me to say anything, 
* Bishop Spalding is not here ; but I am a bishop, and I 
have been called a pope, although I am not. My name 
is Ingersoll, and now you see the danger into which you 
have fallen.’*

“ The gentleman excused himself, and I said, * It is 
not your fault; it was a mistake at the office,’ bade him 
good morning as politely as I could, and wished him good 
luck.

“ That is the extent of the insult. I never treated anyone 
better in my life. My tone was perfectly kind, and while 
I was saying what I did, I looked as pleasantly as I could at 
the reverend ‘ Brother,’ it never occurring to me that he 
could take the slightest exception to what was being said. 
Unconsciously I paid him the compliment of taking it for 
granted that he had sufficient perception to know that all was 
said without the slightest intention of wounding his pride or 
shocking his religious convictions or sentiments.

“ I do not attack persons. I do not denounco Catholics, 
but Catholicism. I do not deride Protestants, but I do 
attack their creeds.

“ There are thousands and thousands of good men who 
believe the Bible, and when I attack the dogma of inspiration 
I am not attacking them. This is a distinction that many 
fail to make. I hate no one because he is a Catholic, 
I hate no one because he believes what I think are super
stitions. I have no prejudice against any human being 
based on color, race, or creed, but with every drop of 
my blood I hate tho superstitions that enslave the mind 
and seek to givo to organised credulity tho control of this 
world.

“ Brother Maurelian, filled with ‘ the charity that thinketh 
no evil,’ allowed himself to feel insulted by words of 
pleasantry and kindness, but I hope that some time he 
will forgive himself. Hoping that you will have the kind
ness to publish this statement.—I remain, yours sincerely,

“ R, G. Ingeksoll.
“ New York, Oct. 19, 1892.”

THE LONGEVITY OF A LIE.

The Watcii Stoby.
T he story told by the Rev. J. Moffat Logan of Mrs. Lawe 
(sic) having challenged God4o strike her dead on the plat
form, is an extremely old one. Having'very frequently heard 
the lady in question at Glasgow, where Mr. Logan located 
the scene (Bristol Messenger, April, 1892), I had no hesita
tion in disbelieving it oven beforo Mrs. Law gave it a denial 
(Freethinker, May 1, 1892), It was such an old, familiar 
fable, with such an ancient, fish-like smell. Not that I 
accuse Mr. Logan of being a wilful liar. Possibly he may 
have heard Mrs. Law allude to this venerable story as a 
specimen of tho genus myth, and his treacherous memory 
may have, after the lapse of many years and when tho lady 
had long retired from tho platform, induced him to make her

the heroine of it. Most Freethinkers know how this watch 
story followed Mr. Bradlaugh from the days of his early 
youth till he at length put his foot upon it by entering an 
action at law against one of its circulators named, I believe, 
Edgecombe, compelling him to pay a good round sum to the 
Masonic Orphans’ Institution. The veteran, Mr. G. J. Holy- 
oake, pointed out about that time that the story had done 
duty before Mr. Bradlaugh came to the Freethought platform, 
having been used against Richard Carlile and others.

A similar story was told of one of the orators at the Feasts 
of Reason in Paris, nearly a century ago. M. Aulard, in his 
able work on those interesting episodes of the French Revo
lution, says of the actor Monvel : “ It is pretended that this 
comedian, clothed in a tricolored dalmatic, cried, * If there 
exists a God, I defy him to destroy me this moment in order 
to show his power.’” And M. Aulard gives as his reference 
the Abbé Gregoire’s History of the Sects o f the French 
Revolution, vol. i., p. 35. But, adds M. Aulard, we have the 
discourse of Monvel, 3,000 copies of which were printed at 
the expense of the section of la Montagne ; and it is seen 
there that the actor speaks of God in a totally different 
manner. "  If he exists,” said he, “ this creator of all; and 
the contrary opinion would be too desolating.”* Monvel, in 
fact, was a Theist.

But the story was an ancient one in the days of the Abbé 
Grégoire, some similar versions being found in Beard’s 
Theatre o f God's Judgments and in the early atheographers. 
It may probably be traced even to the days of the Greek 
Diagoras, who is said to have asked if Zeus exists, why he 
did not display his power by hurling his thunderbolts at 
perjurers who took his name in vain. Perhaps it even extends 
to Homeric days and the story of Ajax defying the lightning, 
Theists and Christians have never shown much imagination 
in their inventions ; witness the constant infidel death-bed 
yarn. But what they lack in variety they make up in per
sistency ; and probably, when we have all gone to glory, it 
will be gravely recorded that G. W. Foote called on God to 
strike him dead on the platform, and that a prayer to a justly 
enraged Deity was the last dying utterance of

LucianüS.

A CONFIDENCE TRICK.

“ Look up,” says the parson, “ look up, look up ;
There is hope for you in the bright unknown ;

There’s a banquet for all who lack bite and sup;
There are riches and friends for the poor and lone.”

“ See, see,” says the parson, “ those beautiful robes ;
They are all for you, my poor shivering friend.

Far, far through sky-beauties of sparkling globes,
There is warmth and bright mansions for you without end

'* Work, work,” says tho parson, “ and trust to me.
God’s a friend of the poor, and he promises true.

Soon the time will come for thy rest to bo,
And then for the weak there is strength anew.”

The wretched ones gaze with a straining eye 
If haply such treasures may really show.

“ Oh, God 1” they beseech, as they strive to descry 
Relief from their cursed despair and woe.

“ Oh, God, let it be so. Oh, God, are you there?
We are wearied to death in this deBert of pain.

If here we may ne’er find relief, may thy care 
Provide that in death we may weep not again.

“ For Jesus’ sake pity us, God 1 make us blest.
We are hungry and cold and have labored till tired ;

Thy servant has told us of food and of rest,
Show also to us, things like these desired.

“ We have worked day and night for a pitiful wage,
Yet we yield up to Thee the last mite that wo have ;

Wo are sinful, but spurn us not. Blot from the page 
Of thy Book all our wickedness. Pity and envo.”

Thus crying, beseeching, they fall in the mire.
Death-trodden by men of less heart and more g r it;

While one to the glories of heaven may aspire,
Ten thousand wake shrieking in hell’s fiery pit.

E. Anderson.

* Le Culte de la Raison et î<> Culte de VLtre Supreme, par F. A, 
Aulard, p. 103; 1892.
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B O O K  C H A T .

Dean Hole, in his Memories, relates the following by no 
means novel story : “ An American bishop, whose praise is in 
the Churches, told me that a collector in a church in San 
Francisco, on receiving a shake of the head instead of a dollar 
from the hand of one whom he knew intimately, stopped to 
remonstrate, and said, * William, you must give something. 
You’ve heard what the rector has said—it’s your duty.’ ‘ My 
money belongs to my creditors,’ said William. ‘ And Who 
is your greatest creditor ? To Whom do you owe the most ?’ 
asked the collector. ‘ Well, that’s very true,’ replied William ; 
‘ but just now He’s not crowding me quite so much as the 
others.’ ”

• • •
That acute cosmopolitan observer, Max O'Bell, in Lis latest 

book, English Pharisees and French Crocodiles, remarks: 
“ There is no place for the poor at the banquet of life in 
England. For them, beer and the Bible. They take beer.” 
The English will not open their museums on Sunday, says 
this satirist, but “ meanwhile the London taverns remain 
open, which proves that the English bigots consider gin and 
beer more powerful moral stimulants than the masterpieces 
of great artists.”

* * *
A small edition of the newly recovered “ Gospel according 

to Peter and Apocalypse of Peter ” is now in preparation at 
the Cambridge University Press, and will be ready in a few 
days. It will include a lecture on the Gospel, by Mr. J. 
Armitage Bobinson, of Christ’s College, and another on the 
Apocalypse, by Mr. M. B. James, of King’s College ; and it 
will contain the Greek texts emended and annotated together 
with translations into English.

• • *

James Elisbama Smith—“ Shepherd ” Smith, as he was 
afterwards known from editing the Shepherd—after being 
dead and almost forgotten for many years, has at last found a 
biographer in his kinsman, W. Anderson Smith. He was a 
noteworthy man in his generation—a sort of Christian 
Socialist and Pantheist. His most extraordinary publication 
was entitled the Anti-Christ, and he afterwards became 
editor of the Family Herald,

o * *

Mrs. Andrew Crosse, in her recent volumes, tolls an anec
dote of two little boys who were discussing Biblical characters : 
“ The one who always took the highly moral view of things 
observed, with great gravity, that ‘ Abraham was a very good 
man.’ ‘ No he wasn’t,’ replied the other small boy ; ‘ he 
wasn’t good at all, for he oughtn’t to have had two wives.’ 
‘ Oh, but you know,’ replied the first, * he only had one wife ; 
the other was a porcupine.’ ”

*  *  *

Mrs. Crosse once asked her gardener what prospect there 
was of a good apple-crop. “ Please God,” bo replied, “ we 
shall have a terrible fine crop ; but please him or no, we shall 
have a goodish lot,”

*  *  *

Another story, an old one, is of a primitive clerk, who 
startled the congregation by giving out “ This is to give notice 
that Mr. Trevelyan and Mr. Chase will preach here every 
8unday to all eternity.” The worthy man only intended to 
signify that two neighboring clergymen had arranged to do 
duty alternately.
Sat'. . . .

Mr. C. E. Smith recently purchased a complete set of our 
old magazine Progress bound in morocco. For this he had to 
pay a bookseller two guineas. Complete sets of this magazine 
are very scarce.

*  *  *

The Sunday Question is the title of a threepenny pamphlet, 
published by the Circle Co-operative Printing Co., 25 College- 
street, Belfast. It contains a controversy in a series of letters 
between Mr. Lalor Crawford and the Bev. John Waddell. On 
the whole it is lively reading, and the name of the Freethinker 
appears with great frequency. Mr. Waddell once sent us a 
long communication which wo did not insert, and the incident 
preyed upon his mind. Mr. Crawford bids him to cease 
“ weepiDg over the ghastly waste-basket.” We hope the 
reverend gentleman will take this sound advice. The discus
sion itself should do good in the north of Ireland, and perhaps 
elsewhere.

A SNUG EETBEAT.

Although they’re strictly orthodox 
And never prone to doubt,

At times the faithful meet some rocks 
That put their sailing out.

For instance, they can’t understand 
(Although to both they’d swear)

How Jesus sits on God’s right hand 
If God is everywhere.

These awkward statements plagued me so 
When I was quite a youth,

That I was in a sweat to know 
How both could be the truth.

And so I sought our parson out,
A learned man, and one 

Who knew no end of things about 
The Father and the Son.

I spoke my mind. “ My friend,” said he,
Tis vain to cavil thus,

To comprehend these truths may be 
Impossible to us :

These facts you inharmonious deem 
Because your light is dim.

Trust God—they will no longer seem 
Impossible with Him.

Encourage Faith, let Grace abound,
If reasons you’d assign,

It shows how greatly you confound 
The Human and Divine.”

I took my hat and said “ Good-day,”
On holy thoughts intent.

But must confess I came away 
No wiser than I went.

Faith did not come. I could not place 
This question on the shelf.

And getting tired of trusting Grace,
I asked our Lord himself—

The lion lies outside the Lamb,
For Jesus, when I cried 

“ Where art thou 2” answered “ Here I am,
In my Papa’s inside.”

E. II. B. Stephenson,

LANCASH1BE is YOBKSHIKE SECULAE FEDEBATION,

A meeting of delegates will be held in the Unity Lodge 
Booms, Go Sunbridge-road, Bradford, on Sunday, Dec. 4, at 
3 p.m., to consider a program of active work submitted by 
the Eochdale Branch, and other important business. The 
following is the program of aims and objects :

1. Abolition of the oath and substitution of affirmation in 
all cases.

2. Kepeal of the Blasphemy Laws and of those concerning 
Sunday observance.

3. Compulsory non-religious education in all day schools 
drawing any Government pay.

4. Abolition of all workhouse, prison, army, navy and other 
chaplaincies paid for out of the public purse.

5. Compulsory civil marriage and an extension of the laws 
facilitating divorce.

6. Eepeal of all laws granting to Christian churches,
chapels, schools and other such buildings an exemption from 
taxation. Sam Standbing, Organising Secretary.

A EESULT OF CHEISTIAN TEEATMENT.
We learn with regret that Mies Bobins, an active worker of 

the Finsbury Branch, has been obliged to go to the Eoyal 
Free Hospital to suffer an operation for tumor, and with 
indignation that the immediate «occasion of the disorder was 
the ill-treatment to which she was subject in the park on 
Sept. 11, at the hands of some Christian roughs, incited by 
the Christian Evidence opponents of Mr. Ueaford on that 
occasion. Miss Bobins has our sincere sympathy and good 
wishes as well as those of all her co-workers.

The Croydon Crawler was trying to find a north-west 
passage from the leg to the second joint of the duck, 
and was muttering under his breath. “ Ma,” whispered little 
El Dorado, “ is pa saying grace ?”



December 4, 1892 The Freethinkei
r-~g.v

?8l

U G A N D A .
While the clericals are pushing the Government to retain 

its hold on Uganda, it may be worth while to notice how 
Truth replies to their usual arguments.

The Christian converts would he abandoned.—The country 
contains about 3,000,000 human beings. There are at most 
400 Christian converts. It would be far cheaper to offer 
to bring away thes8 converts. Converts, however, in Africa 
are generally very questionable Christians. In Natal an 
advertisement for a black servant often finishes with the 
words “ no mission boy need apply.”

Uganda is a field for missionary labor.—So is India; so 
indeed, is London. A soul is a soul wherever the body 
in which it is enclosed resides. Is it not a little absurd 
to annex Uganda in the hope of converting its inhabitants to 
Protestantism, when we have above ‘200,000 000 souls 
within our own territories the possessors of which are not 
Christians ?

We must not desert the missionaries.—According, then, to 
this, if the missionaries penetrate into any portion of Africa, 
we are bound to follow this up by annexation. Close 
by Uganda there are other kingdoms. If half-a-dozen 
missionaries enter one of them, are we bound to annex 
the kingdom ? The Catholic missionaries in Uganda say 
that they have no fear of any personal consequences to 
themselves if the Company withdraws.

CHRISTIAN THEORY, SECULAR PRACTICE.
The magistrate who listens with devout attention to the 

precept, “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live,” on Sunday, 
on Monday dismisses, as intrinsically absurd, a charge of 
bewitching a cow brought against some old woman ; the 
superintendent of a lunatic asylum who substituted exorcism 
for rational modes of treatment would have but aBhort tenure 
of office ; even parish clerks doubt the utility of prayers for 
rain, so long as the wind is in the east; and an outbreak of 
pestilence sends men not to the churches, but to the drains. 
In spate of prayers for the success of our arms and Te Deums 
for victory, our real faith is in big battalions and keeping our 
powder d ry ; in knowledge of the science of warfare; in 
energy, courage, and discipline. In these, as in all other 
practical affairs, we act on the aphorism, “ Laborare est 
orare ’’ (To labor is to pray) ; we admit that intelligent work 
is the only acceptable worship ; and that, whether there be a 
supernature or not, our business is with nature.— T. //• 
Huxley, “ Essays on Some Controverted Questions."

PROFANE JOKES.
Farmer : “ You had a fire at the manse this morning. Any 

serious loss ?” Minister : “ Yes, ten years’ sermons were 
completely burned.” Farmer (with the memory of many a 
weary 8unday morning): “ Mon, they had made a gran’ 
blaze, they were so dry, ye ken.”

The pastor had no dislike to the choir, but some of its 
members were almost ready to resign, not long ago, on 
account of one of his announcements, 8o many of them were 
sick that the choir seats were deserted. The good man was 

sorry for it, but the idea uppermost in his mind was to choose 
a hymn that the entire congregation could sing. He men
tioned the absence of the choir, and then said, “ Since Provi
dence has seen fit to afflict them with bad colds, let us all 
join in singing ‘ Praise God from whom all blessings flow.’ ”

“ Did you meet anybody you knew whilo you were sojourn
ing at that watering-place in Germany ? ” asked Weldon. 
“ Did I ? ” said Raredon. “ Hadn’t been there two days before 
the pastor of our church out in Wabash Avenue settled down 
at the same hotel with his whole family for a six weeks’ 
stay.” “ That must have been a pleasant surprise.” “ Why 
—aw—yes. Of course. Rut how would you have liked it 
if you had travelled three thousand miles from homo to have 
a good time ? ”

There is a very religious restaurant in Boston, on the 
walls of which there is an odd jumble of texts of Scripture 
and items from the bill-of-fare, sometimes as follows : “ He 
shall Feed His Flock like a Shepherd—Hot Sausages, 10 
cents.” “ If ye bo Obedient ye shall eat of the Fat of 
the Land—Hot Apple Sauce, 5 centB.” “ God moves 
in a Mysterious Way—Hash, 10 cents.” “ Be Careful 
for Nothing—Coffee and Cakes, 10 cents.”

SUNDAY MEETINGS.

[Notices o] Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, %nd 
be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post.card.]

Secretaries may send in a month’s list of lectures in advance.
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (hack of Battersea Park Station): 7.30* 
Touzeau Parris, “ The Certainties of Religion Worthless" (2d‘ 
and 4d.); social gathering after the lecture. Tuesday at 8» 
dancing. Wednesday at 8, dramatic class. Thursday at 8* 
committee meeting.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road: 5.30, 
public tea (6d.); 7.30, free concert and dance. Monday at 9, C. 
Cohen’s science class (physical geography). Wednesday at 9, C. 
Cohen’s class on « Spencer’s Ethics.” Thursday at 8 30, debate, 
« How to Find Work for the Unemployed,” opened by James 
Branch, Ii.C.C. (free). Saturday at 8.30, free cmcert and dance.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, S.E.: 11, debating class, 
Rev. Stewart Headlam, “ The Work of the London School 
Board” ; 7.30, C. Cohen, « What the Universe Teaches.”

Edmonton—North Middlesex Hall, Fore-street: 6.30, music; 7, 
C. J. Hunt, « Christ: God, Man, or Myth ?”

Finsbury Branch: 12, general members’ meeting in the Minor 
Hall of Science.

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 11.15, Charles Watts, 
« Horrors of the French Revolution ” (free); 6.30, musical selec- 
tions; 7, Charles Watts, Education, Secular and Theological — 
a Reply to the Bishop of Manchester” (3d., 6d., and Is) Wed- 
nesday at 8.15, debate between J. Rrwney and L. Boyce on 
“ Life and Resurrection of Jesus Christ” (free).

Islington— Wellington Hall, Almeida-street, Upper-street; 
Thursday at 8, G. W. Foote, “ Why I am an Atheist” (free).

Kentish Town—7 Kentish Town-road : Thursday at 8, debating 
class, “ The Business Aspect of Nationalisation."

Milton Hall, Hawley-crescent., Kentish Town-road, N.W.: 7,30, 
Robert Forder, “ Signs of the Zodiac.”

Walthamstow—Workmen’s Hall, High-street: Thursday at 8, 
C. Cohen, “ Socrates : his Life and Teachings ” (free).

Westminster and Lambeth Branches—“ Duke of Ormonde,” 13 
Prince’s-street; Adjourned meeting.

Open-aib P ropaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, O. Cohen, “ The Fate of Religion."

COUNTRY.
Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Hall No. 4, upstairs) * 

6.30, monthly concert.
Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Orescent, Cambridge-street: 

11, W. F. Carter, “ Good and Evil Points of Socialism” ; 7, G. 
Bayliffe, “ Thou Atheist.”

Blackburn—Spinners’ Institute, Peter-street: Mr. Atkinson, 3, 
“ Agnosticism and Christianity” ; G.30, “ This World and the 
Next.”

Bradford—Unity Lodge Rooms, 65Sunbridge-road: 3,Conference 
of the Lancashire and Yorks Secular Federation; 6.30, Sam 
Standring, « Militant Secularism: a New Program.”

Bristol—Shepherd’s Hall, Old Market-street: 2.30, Mr. Roger', 
“ Our Present Social Slate : from a Positivist Standpoint.” 

Chatham—Secular Hall, Queen’s.road, New Brompton: 11,
J. B. Ooppock, “ The Age of the Earth ” ; 2 45, Sunday-school for 
children ; 7, J. B. Coppock, “ A Glimpse through the Corridors of 
Space” (illustrated by lantern); singing after this lecture.

Derby—20 Newland-street: 7, important business meeting. 
Monday, at Mr. Harper’s, 44 Howard-street, Now Normanton, at 
8, social gathering.

Glasgow—Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: James Pre- 
looker (Russian Exile), 11.30, “ The Position of Women in Chris, 
tianity, Mohammedanism, etc.” ; 2.30, “ Secret Sects and Noncon
formity in Russia” ; 6.30, “ Russia in the Clutches of Autocracy.” 

Glasgow—St. Rollox Eclectic Society, Toynbee Hall, Parson- 
street : Tuesday at 8, D. Williamson, “ Christianity and Evo- 
lution.”

Grimsby—Hall of Science, Freeman-street: G. W. Foote, 11, 
“ Why I Cannot be a Christian”; 3, “ An Hour with the Devil” ; 
7, “ The Doom of the Gods.”

Liverpool — Oddfellows’ nail, St. Anne-street: 7, Mr. Doeg, 
“ The Claim Made for the Church"; committee meeting after 
the lecture.

Manchester N.8.S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford.road, 
All Saints’: Mrs. Thornton Smith, 11, “ Some Remedies for 
Poverty ” ; 3, “ The Evolution of Conscience ” ; 6.30, » Materialism 
and Ethics.” Tuesday, Clarence de Rome, “ Musio: Ancient and 
Modern.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 7, a lecture: 
Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea:

H. Snell, 3, « One Hundred Years of Science and Invention”; 7, 
“ Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe f” ; preceded by a 
dramatic recital.

Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: Ernest Evans, 
3, “ The Struggle for Existence and what We Learn from i t "; 7, 
“ Diseases of the Lungs, and how to Prevent them.”

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street 
7, business meeting ; 7.30, Capt. J. Thomson, “ Home Rule." t 

Sunderland—Co-operative Hall, Green-street: Stanley Jones, 
11, Has Christianity Opposed Science” ; 3, “ The Cooling of Hell" 
7, “ Creation and the Fall of Man.”

Wolverhampton—Athenaeum Assembly Room, Queen-street:
R. 8. Bransby, 11, “ Brotherly Love at the Church Congress” ; 3, 
« Heaven and Hell ” ; 7, General A. Phelps, “ Secularism and 
Vaccination.”
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LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
T otjzeau P arkis, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 

London, W.—Deo. 4, Battersea.
H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—Dec. 4, Portsmouth; 11, 

Camberwell; 18, Libra Hall.
A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Eotherhithe, London. S.E. 

—Dec. 6, Bermondsey Institute; 18, New Brompton; 21, Hall of 
Science. Jan. 1, Camberwell.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordinuley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W.— 
Dec. 4, Edmonton; 22, Walthamstow. Jan. 1, m., Battersea.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—Dec. 4, 
m., Battersea; e., Camberwell; 8, Walthamstow; 11, Libra Hall; 
18, Edmonton.

S. H. A lison, 52 Vassail-road, Brixton, S.W.—Jan. 1, Chatham; 
29, Camberwell.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. — Dec. 4, 
Sunderland; 18, South Shields; 25, Edinburgh. Jan. 1, Aber
deen ; 8, Glasgow.

J. Greeyz-F isher, 78 Harrogate-road, Leeds__Dec. 18, Leeds.
Jan. 15, Shipley.

REM NANTS.

To clear a lot of Remnants, varying in length from 5 to 20 
yards, I will cut them up into Dress Lengths, and send, carriage 
paid, three Dress Lengths, all different, for 18s. Every parcel 
will be well worth double the money. I will give 20s. back to 
the purchaser < f every parcel that is returned through not 
giving satisfaction. I cannot send patterns of the above.

Gentlemen's Mackintoshes to Measure.

The person who sends the largest amount in orders for the 
Bruno Cloth (price 10 s. 6d. per dress length) between Nov. 1 
and Dec. 31 will be presented with a Bronze Bust of Mr. Brad- 
laugh, as advertised at £5 10s., and all the remainder who send 
for ten dress lengths or inoro will receive one in Plaster, as 
advertised at 9s. 9d.

Autumn and Winter Patterns on approval, Post Free.

FREETHOU0HT PUBLICATIONS.
All Orders to be sent, with remittance to F order, 28 StoneC' Iter 
Street, London, E.O. Rate of postage—Orders under 3d., one halfpenny ; 

orders under Gd., one penny. Orders over Gd. post free.

AVELING, DR. E. B.
Darwin Made Easy. Cloth ... . .  . . . 1 0

Dr. Avelitigis a Follow of the London University, 
and this is the best popular exposition of Darwinism 
extant.

BACON, LORD
Pagan Mythology; or, the Wisdom of the Ano; ^nta l c

BENTHAM, JEREMY
The Church of England Catechism Examined. A 

trenchant analysis, in Bontlmm’s best manner, show
ing how the Oatochism is calculated to make chil
dren hypocrites or fools, if not worse. Sir Samuel 
Romilly was of opinion that the ’.vork would bo 
prosocuted for blasphemy, though it escaped that 
fate in consequence of the writor’s cminenco. With 
a Biographical Preface by J. M. Wheeler ... ... 1 0

Utilitarianism  ... ... — ... ... 0 "

COLLIN S, ANTHONY
Free Will and Necessity. A Philosophical Inquiry 

concerning Human Liberty. First published in 
1715. Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations 
by G. W. Footk, and a Biographical Introduction 
by J. M. Wheeler ... ... ... . . . 1 0

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 2 C

DIDEROT Sc D’HOLBACH
The Code of Nature ... ... ... ... 0 2

FEUER BACH , LUDW IG
The Essence of Religion. God tho Image of Man,

Man’s Deponden.ee upon Naturo tho Last and Only 
Source of Religion .. ... ... ... 1 0

G. W. FOOTE &  W. P. BALL
Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring

Christians. Complete, paper covers ... ... 1 4
Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 2 0 

Sold also in separate Paris as follows—
1. Bible Contradictions. The Contradictions are printed

in parallel columns ... ... ... ... 0 4
2. Bible Absurdities. All the chief Absurdities from

Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly 
arranged, with appropriate headlines, giving the 
point of each absurdity in a sentenco ... ... 0 4

3. Bible Atrocities. Containing all tho godly wicked
ness from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has 
a separate headline for easy reference ... ... 0 4

4. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies ... 0 4

G. W. FOOTE &  J . M. WHEELER
The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth 

Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With 
an Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes ... 0 6

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth I 0 
Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I., cloth gilt, 210pp. 

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Autho
rities. No pains spared to make it a completo, 
trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of 
Christianity ... ... ... ... ... 2 G

HUM E, DAVID
The M ortality of the Soul. With an Introduction by 

G. W. Foote. This essay was first published after 
Ilumo’s death. It is not included in tho ordinary 
editions of tho Essays. Prof. Huxley calls it “ A 
remarkable essay ” and “ a model of clear and 
vigorous statement ” ... ... ... ... 0 2

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against Freo
Will and in favor of Moral Causation ... ... 0 4

NEW M AN, CHARLES R O B ER T
(Atheist brother of Cardinal Newman.)

Essays in Rationalism. With Preface by George Jacob
Holyoake and Biographical Skotch by J. M. Wlioeler 1 6

PAINE, TH O M A S
The Age of Reason, Now edition, with Preface by

G. W. Foote ... ... ... ... ... 1 0
Miscellaneous Theological Works... ... ... 1 0

Complete Theological WorJcs, bound in cloth ... 2 6
Rights of Man. With a Political Biography by J. M.

Wheeler. Paper covers ... ... . . . 1 0
Bound in cloth ... ... ... ... ... 2 0

SHELLEY
k  Refutation of Deism, In a Dialogue. With an

Introduction by G. W, Footo ,., ... ... 0 4

TH O M S O N , JA M ES  (B .V .)
Satires and Profanities. New edition ... ... 1 0

Contents:—Tho Story of a Famous Old Jewish 
Firm (Jehovah, Son & Co.)—Tho Devil in tho Church 
of England—Religion iu tho Rocky Mountains— 
Christmas Evo in tho Upper Circles— A Commission 
of Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy 
—Tho One Thing Needful.

W HEELER, J . M.
Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of all Agoa

and Nations. Handsomely bound iu cloth ... 7 0
Letters from Heaven ... ... ... ... 0 l
Letters from Hell ... ... ... ... o l

ROME or ATHEISM
The Great Alternative
Price Threepence. Price Threepence.

By G. W. FOOTE.

INGERSOLLISM
DEFENDED A G AIN ST ARCHDEACON FARRAR

By O. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
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CHARMING PRESENTS FOR CHRISTM ASTIDE.HIBBOTT’S PURE WELSH CONFECTIONERY,
In  Fancy Satchets, of really delicious Mint Eock, Pine Apple Eock, Butter and Honey Toffee, or 

Congress Mixtures. Only 3d. and 6d. each. Assorted if desired.
Four 3d. Satchets or two Gd. sent Post Free, Is. ' Send Postal Order at Onco.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
JOHN VV. HIBBOTT, Manufacturing Confectioner, Newtown, N. Wales.

Pri“3a ORATION ON VOLTAIRE Pi“3d
BY

COL. R. G. INGERSOLL.
Delivered at the Chicago Press Club, before six thousand persons, on Saturday, October 8, 1892.

THENATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY’S ALMANACKFOR 1893.
T H E  B E S T  Y E T  I S S U E D .

PRICE SIXPENCE.
ORDER IM M E D IA T E L Y  OF YOUR N E W SA G E N T .

Stamps, Telegrams, Etc.
The Cabinet 
The Calendar for 1893 
The Past Year, by G. W. Foote 
The Seven Rules of Controversy, by G. J. Holyoake 
Emma Martin, by J. M. Wheeler 
Some Recollections of Earlier Days, by Charles 

Watts
Responsibility, by W. P. Ball

C O N T E N T S :
Loving God, by W. Heaford 
Stray Memories of Certain “ Defenders of the 

Faith,” by George Standring 
Science and Superstition, by A. B. Stoss 
Slavery and the S.P.G., by Sam Standring 
1793, and the Feasts of Reason, by J. M. Wheeler 
Ernest Renan on Death and Beyond 
The Right to Affirm, by Chas. Bradlaugh 
List of Officers of the National Secular Society

Members of the Council 
Rule3, Principles and Objects 
List of Branches 
Freethought Lecturers 
Portraits of Organisation Committee 
American and other Societies 
Foreign Freethought Societies 
Secular Burials

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS
B y G .  W. F O O T E .

C o n t e n t s : —A Sermon on Summer; A Marl Sermon; A Sermon on Sin; A Bishop in the Workhouse; A 
Christmas Sermon; Christmas Eve in Heaven; Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Diary; The Judge and the 
Devil; Satan and Michael; The First Christmas; Adam’s Breeches; The Fall of Eve; Joshua at 
Jericho ; A Baby God; Sermon on Judas Iscariot.

PRICE EIGHTPENCE.

L IS T  OF BOOKS
SOLD BYW. H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.

And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike of a Sex-j or, Woman on Striko against tlio Male 
Sex for lier “ Magna Charter,” the absolute ownership of lier 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published; 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the s"xes. Bhould be read by every person. Post tree 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Anuio Basant.
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Young; or, Scionco in Story. 
By Dr. Forte, ¿h Jpp., with one hun Ired illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Bhou d be read by every young person. Post tree 
2s 3d.

The Elements of Social Science. Tho most comploto work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Science ; or Borning Bettor 
Balms tin on li Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con- 
ception. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Over-Population ; a Lccturo dolivorod for tho Sunday Lecture 
Society, under the title “ The Law of Population: its Mean
ing and Menace.” * By John M. Robertson. Post free 2Jd.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u.b.a.) em
bracing medical c o m m o n  sense. 909pp., w ith 200 illustrations. 
Contents : The Gauno, Provontion and Ouro of Disease—Tho Food wo 

E at—Tho Liquids wo D rink—Tho Atmosphoro wo Livo in —The Clothes W3 
W ear—Bad H abits of Children and  Youth—Bad H abits of Maaliood and 
o f W omanhood—Sexual S ta rv a tio n —How to have Healthy Babies—Private  
Words to Mari—H istory of M arriage, etc.

The Look is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every
day reference. Post free Gs.

Dr. Foote’s Handbook of Health, comprising information of
tho utmost importance to all who wan to enjoy life. 123pp., 
post free Is. Id.

The Wife’s Handbook : How a Woman should orilor horsolf 
during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery ; 
■with Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
matters of importance necessiry to tie known by Married 
Women. By Dr. II. A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. Tho only solution of 
the Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2Jd.

The Over-Growth of Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, "by William Lint Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free ¡id.

The Political Status of Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and Writings of T- R. Malthus, by 0. R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Bhould be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. n . Post free 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distribute! 
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

•M arried Life—Comfort or Misery ? A dialoguo and splendid 
propagandist tract. Bhould be widely distributed by Mal
thusian*. Post free 2d.

•Wedded Life—As it is, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdcn.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

•W hat do wc Women Want? By Jane Humo Clapperton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it? By Geo. Stand
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyor on the Population Question. Tost
free 2d.

Tho Right to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By (J. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post froe lid.
Tho Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to tho Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s 

Defence of the Christian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Sciontifio 
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusado against Poverty. Tho 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd. 

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will be sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute tuem. 

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope. ¡,

To those willing to assist our propaganda I  shall he pleased to 
send eighty copies of either ■ Use pamphlets marked (*), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of is .
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W, ADAMS & CO.
Watch Manufacturers, 

207 HIGH S T ., W ES T BROMWICH.
AVe beg to call attention to three of our leading 

Watches, and we defy competition for quality 
and price.
(1) STERLING SILVER GENEVA,

Jewelled in eight holes, in sizes to suit Lady 
or Gentleman, 25s. each. Guaranteed for 
three rears.

(2) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER Watch,
jewelled in eight holes, beautifully finished, 
correctly timed, £3 3s. Guaranteed for five 
years.

(3) "SILVER ENGLISH LEVER,
Centre second, Chronograph Stop Watch, 
jewelled in ten holes, three-quarter plate 
movement, compensation balance, beautifully 
finished, very strong cases, £4 4s. Gua
ranteed for five years.

The above are offered as a speciality, and are 
at least 33 per cent, below the retail price, and 
will be sent post free to any address on receipt 
of cheque or P.O.O. payable to W. Adams.

W. ADAMS,
207 HIGH ST., WEST BROMWICH.

BLANKETS AND SHAWLS
At Wholesale Prices.

One Pound Parcels. Wonderful Value.
1 am now sending out, Carriage Paid, my £1 

Parcels, containing One Pair Good Blankets and 
One Pair Sheets, with Tapestry Quilt or Good 
Velvet or Woollen Shawl, any color.

Cash with Order. Satisfaction Guaranteed.
T. CRAVEN, 30 DARTON ST., BRADFORD.

1Ta¥  S T A W l¥ G r
2 Morton Street, C-on-M,

Manchester,
Strongly recommends his New

NON-POISONOUS DISINFECTANT
For use in Halls, Houses and other places. 

Sample bottle post free for One Shilling. Profits 
used for spreading Freethought.

Y O U N G M A N 7 2 7 ) r
Abstainer, Freethinker, desires Situation of trust 
or general usefulness; many years’ excellent 
character. Sanctuary, 7 Ada-st., Saltaire, Yorks.

HENNf Jeweller and Optician,
DUDLEY, W ORCE3TEUSBIUE.

Special Offer.—The celebrated Jockey Club Field 
or Opera Glasses, handsomely mounted, with 
leather sling case. The most powerful glasses ever 
offered at the price, only 8s. fid., carriage paid. 
Quotation sent for any article connected with the 
ttade. Watches, Clocks, Jewellery, Optics, etc. 
Repairs in all branches. Agent for Waltham and 
Waterbury Watches.

w , B. HKNN, WATOHMAKBR, E tc., DUDLEY.

FRESH FISH DIRECT.
The Humber Fresh Fish Supply, Grimsby, will 
forward, carriage paid, a Bass of Selected Fish on 
receipt of P.O. 2s. 6d. Satisfaction guaranteed.
F o r Indigestion, L iver Com plaint & G eneral D ebility

MOORE’S DIGESTIVE P ILLS
ARE AN INVALUABLE M EDICINE.

The chief ingredient of w hich is ono of the greatest 
aids to D igestion ever discovered ; they  will be found 
to have a marvellous effect if  taken as directed and 
p roper atten tion  is paid to diet.

They positively assist the d igestion of food, s tim u 
late the  liver, and ac t as an  inv igo rating  tonic upon 
the  whole system .

The P roprie tor honestly  recommends the abovo 
rem edy to all sufferers Prepared only by

WILFRID HILL,
The Pharmacy, Coleshili, Warwickshire.
________Price 1» and U p e r  box i post free.

Dutch and Other Flowering Bulb3
A T  V ery Low Prices. Before purchasing  for the 

^  com ing season, send for a copy of mv catulogu-i, 
which will be sent post free. B. L. Coleman, bead 
and  Bulb M erchant, Sandwich.

THEFAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz., Post free.

For fu rther P a rticu la rs  send stam ped directed
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, CONDON, N.

"Vf B. J. L. GOISDHAHT, To.cher of (ho Violin 
an d  Viola (m em ber of S ir Charles Hallo’a 

Orchestra), 7 Cam pbell.grove, Ackers-ntreet, M an. 
che.ter. Term» moderate.
fU JG H T  WOMEN TO BE PU N ISH ED  FOB 

h a v i n g  TOO MANY OHILDBEN P Foor- 
penc., poet free. G. W. F . Kingfisher Ueode.

EVERY MAM HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I. For Postal 

Order for Is. 2d.
I t  contains Articles on : M anagement of In fa n c y ; 

H ealth ; L ongevity ; The T ee th ; Brown Bread ; Bread 
M aking; F ood; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The D rink  
Question; F ru it;  F resh  A ir; Exercise; B ath ing ; 
b ig h t; H olidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; B iliousness; Eczem a; Black
heads and P im p les; Nervousness; Coughs and C olds; 
Chest Com plaints; Deafness; Thread W orms; Long 
W orm s: T apeW orm s; The I tc h ; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol . IL Of the Author, 

for Postal Order for Is. 2d.
Containing Articles o n : The Healing Power of 

N ature; C lo th ing; E lec tric ity  in  Disease; A pparent 
H ealth; V egetarian Experim ents ; The P ig  as Hum an 
Food ; Popular Fallacies abou t Flesh ; The Beef Tea 
D elusion; S alt; Saline S ta rv a tio n ; Tea D rink ing ; 
The H air and its  M anagem ent; Bleep and Sleepless
ness; W ant of Energy, e tc .; H ealth  B in ts  for 
W orkers, for Shop A ssistants, and  for S ervan ts; 
Advice for the T h in ; for the S tout; and on the 
Proper Treatm ent of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet 
Fevor, W hooping Cough, R ingworm , Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, U lcerated Legs, Tum ours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. Post free from 
A u th o r , f o r  P osta l O rder f o r  Is . 2d.

I t  containa articles o n : H ealth and  W ea lth ; No 
Moro Death ; Youth ; The Necessity for Pure Air, and  
How to Get I t ;  The M anagem ent of Young C hild ren ; 
Hunger and A ppetite ; Effects of F a s tin g ; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; T h irst: P e rsp ira tio n ; Sea B ath ing; etc. 
HOW—to E at Properly , to E a t F ju it,  to Judge 
Wholemeal Bread, to B reath} Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep W arm, I  Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Im prove the Memory, and  to become Beautiful and 
A ttractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
D iseases: Stomaeh Troubles, F latulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Ve'ns, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaccous 
Tum ors o r Wens, Hay Fever, W inter Cough, Chil
blains, and  on the  Diseases Produced by taking 
M ercury.

“  H ygienic Medicine. ” —For Posta l Ordorfor Is. Id, 
An Eye upener to D rug Takers.

“  R heum atism .” —Its  Cause and  Cure. Post F lee  
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
”  C onsum ption.” —Its  N atural Cure. Post Free 7d 
“  Three Pamphlets to Young Men.” —13 stam ps.

All the above can be got from 
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish P lace, 

Manchester Square, London, W.
Please m ention this paper.]

OUR
SPECIAL ILLU STR ATED  L IS T
S hould be in the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. il. A. A llbutt and others) and 
valuable information on matters of import, 
ance necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC &  HYGIENIC DEPT.)
60 Queen's Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

W. J. RendelTs
“ W IFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by M rs. Decant in  ** Luw of Popula. 
tlon ,” page 8 2 . and Dr. A llbutt in “  W ife’s H and
book,”  page Bl. Made solely b y  J .  P ullkn, IB Chad- 
w ell-street, C lerkenw ell: 2s. doz., post free (reduction 
in  la rger quantities). F o r pa rticu la rs  send stumped 
envelope. H igginson’s Syringe, w ith  V ertica l and 
Reverse C u rren t, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d. and  5s. 6d. Dr. 
Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Q uinine Com pound, Is . 2d. 
D r. A llbu tt’s Q uinine Powders, 8s. doz. All prices 
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwoll, E.C.

N ear the  ”  A ngel.”

QTANTON, the People's D entist, 335 Strand Coppo
la  site Somerset House).—TEETH  on VULCANITE, 
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £ l . Best quality, 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hours 
w hin  required, repa iring  or alterations in  two hours. 
If  you pay moro than ihe above they are fancy 
charges. Teoth on platiwum 7s. 6d. each, on JHc. 
gold IBs, stoouing 2s. Gd., extraction Is., painless by 
gas, 6s.

RUBBER STAM PS.
Y our M onogram to m ark  Linen or 
P a p e r; tw o le tte rs  Is .;  three 
le tters, Is. Gd ; any Namo, Is. Gd. 
Box, Pad and Ink  Included. All 
K i n d s  of Stam ps. Pa tte rn s free. 
C arriage 2d. extra. F  N* IRhTON 
and  CO., 92 G racechurch Street, 
London. Agents wanted.

rp O  MARRIED PE O PLE .—An enlarged Illustrated  
L ist of M althusian A ppliances will be forwarded 

by re tu rn  of post on receipt of 2d. in s tam ps.— 
Address, Davies, C hem ist, 101 Parkrlane, Leeds.

rjH) FR EE TH IN K E R S, H eathens, and  Christians.
—Foreign  Stam ps W anted ; any q u a n tity ; fa ir 

price g iven . L arge stock for collectors and dealers 
always on hand. “  Ph ilatebcal Agency,”  67 Crouch- 
ead-hill, London, N.

UMBRELLAS.
I  have just bought a  Large Quantity of the Latest 
and  Most Fashionable H andles, w hich I  am m aking 
up with Fox's Paragon Fram es and m y own Special 
Cover, which is a  M ixture of Silk and Wool, and 
which will wear three  times as long as the  o rd inary  
silk cover.
GENTS’, an y  style of handle, solid silver

m o u n tin g s ................................................................ 10 6
Ditto, d itto , n a tu ra l s t i c k s .........................  ... 7 0
LADIES’, any  stylo of handle, solid silver

m o u n tin g s ................................................................ 10 6
Ditto, d itto , na tu ra l s t ic k s ...........................................7 0

Every Umbrella is Warranted for 
Twelve Months.

These are Genuine Bargains.
J .  W. G O T T ,  3RADFORD.

Just Out.
The Right Sort of Fare for Christmas.‘ PERNICIOUS’ PARODIES.

B y 1 \  H. E c i il in .
One Shilling. Post Free.

Of the Author, New Stone Buildings, G7—69 
Chancery Lane, W.C.

Published by A. Hemingway, 25 Higher Chatham 
_______  Street, Manchester.

TO MEMBERS OF N.S.S.
Order immediately the Novel Scarf Pin. 

Abyssinian gold, gilt 18 carat; letters N.S.S. 
entwined; pretty badge or acceptable present; 
2s., post 2s. 2d. Maurice, 23 Whitfield-street, 
Fitzroy-square.

NOW READY.
FREETHOUGHT READINGS

AND

SECULAR SONGS.
B y J . M. W H E E L E R .

Cloth gilt, demy octavo, 238 pages. 2s. Cd 
R. FoltDKit, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Everybody should get at once the new work, 
entitled,

CHRISTIANITY AND EVOLUTION'
By ARTHUR B. MOSS.

Price 2s. fid. Post Free.
The Freethinker says : “This is decidedly the 

best of Mr. Moss’s productions. It is pains
taking, lucid, and on the whole accurate. . . . 
We may confidently recommend Mr. Moss’s new 
volume to the young Frecthought student; it 
gives an excellent bird’s-eye view of tbo caao 
against Christian supernaturalism.”

The Newcastle Weekly Chronicle says: “ Tho 
work, which is written in vigorous English, 
shows that Mr. Moss has given deep study to the 
subject ho discusses.”
Watt9 and Co, 17 Johnson’s-court; Mr. Forder, 

28 Stonecutter-street.
OUR S P E C IA L IT IE S . ~

T H O U S A N D S  O F  T E S T I M O N I A L S .  
C ents’ I rish Oamuric H andkerchiefs, 3s. 6d. 
ner dozen; Ladies, 2s, fid.) Hemstitched 
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money 
returned if not approved. Table and Bed 

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish  Goods.

■A CLANSUABD ST RE ET , M ANCHESTER,

MARIE S MARVELLOUS MOUM ENIK,
My M onthly Medicine for Ladies.

A reliable and powerful rem edy w hich Infallibly 
cures a ll irregu larities, and removes all obstructions 

however obstinate.
In  Bottles; 3s., 4s. Cd., and 10s. fid. each, post froo. 
8uccess is qu icker, easier, and be tte r assured, if. 

when tak in g  the Molimenik, tho blood is also purified 
by a  suitab le nperiont.

MARIE'S MAGICAL MOLECULES.
A Special Fem ale Purifyiw g Pill, harm onising  w ith  

and s treng then ing  the action  of th e  Molimonik.
In  Boxes, Is. 3d. and 3s. each, post froe.

3otli these remedies are carefully com pounded of th e  
purest Medicines from the advice and p rescrip tion  of 
a  regu lar Fam ily  Doctor of m any years’ p ractice. 
Taken according to the in structions they a re  harm 
less, and correct w ith certa in ty  every stoppage of the  
n a tu ra l process. F ly  to the M olimenik and  Molecules 
a t the curliest m om en t; delay alw ays adds to the diffi
cu lty  ; no case should be allowed to become urgen t.

TESTIMONIAL.—An em inent P hysic ian , and  
au th o r of valuable medical works, writes.* “ I know 
your Medicine to be of efficacy and  calculated  to do 
all you require of i t .”

T. F. KINGFISHER, LEEDS.________
r p o  FLtKETH INK1C LIS, Ladies an d  G entlem en 
•*- req u irin g  Superior C ut G arm ents a t m oderate 
>ricos. F irst-class Style and F it G uaranteed .— 
I. U amiton, A rtiste Tailor, 14 G reat Castle Street, W. 

Three doors from  Uegent Street. j.Patroniaed by  
leading F reeth inkers.]
V C C N G  m a n , aged 21, m em ber decree
-1- Situation  as P o rter; good ch arac te r and refer

ences A. Lamb, 156 W aleran .build ings, OJd Kent-
road, London, 8,B, _______ ;
I > KQUI RED, in F ree th in k e r’s fam ily . Furn ished  

b ittin g  and two Bedrooms, piano and a tten d 
ance, for IBs. w eekly; widower, small family. Mr. 
H udd, E ngineer’s Accountant (speciality, “ prim e 
c o s t” ), 65 Thorpodaie-road, N. __________

Printed and Published by Q, \Y. P o o rs , |T  
28 Stonecutter-street, London E.O,


