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MRS. BESANT’S MIRACLES.

M rs. B esant’s conversion to Theosophy wa3 a sur­
prise and a grief to many of her friends. Few of 
them, however, saw the end of the course upon which 
she had entered. Some of them hoped that Madame 
Blavatsky’s influence over her would decline ; others 
trusted that her mind would recover its old tone, and 
bring her back to the fold of reason. For our part, 
we were under no such delusion. W e prophesied 
that Mrs. Besant’s ardent nature would take her 
far on the path of mystery. No very extra­
vagant foresight was needed for such a predic­
tion. A t any rate the prophecy has been realised ; 
which is a justification of the attitude we assumed 
at the outset. Mrs. Besant as a Theosophist- 
Secularist was an inconsistency and an absurdity. 
She herself could not or would not see it. But 
that did not alter our vision or our duty. Outside 
the Secular camp, Mrs. Besant might still be an 
object of sympathy and respect, and even of tender 
affection for the sake of old memories; inside the 
Secular camp, she was only an occasion of perplexity 
and embarrassment. Perceiving this most plainly, 
we acted upon what has proved to be a rational 
judgment of the situation. Mrs. Besant has gone 
her way, and what it has led her to may be seen 
from a recent report in the Daily Chronicle.

Before dealing with that report wo desire to make 
a remark on a secondary, yet rather important, aspect 
of Mrs. Besant’s conversion— or perversion, as you 
please to call it. While a Secularist, and a colleague 
of Charles Bradlaugh, she was out in the cold. 
“ Respectable”  society tabooed her. She was a 
creature of the wilderness. But all that is changed. 
Mrs. Besant has found— we mean it in no unfair 
sense— that Theosophy (like godliness) is great gain. 
Not only has she become a fresh object of public 
curiosity; not only have her meetings been swollen 
by sympathetic Spiritualists and hopeful Christians ; 
but “  Society ”  has opened its arms to her now that 
she has turned her back on Atheism and accepted a 
God who is at least “ a sort of a something.”  
“  Society ”  pays as much as five shillings for seats 
at her discourses, and rich, fashionable, and titled 
people associate with her, who at one time would 
not have let her stand between the wind and their 
nobility. All this, we dare say, is very grateful to 
Mrs. Besant’s feelings after so many years of the life 
of an Ishmael. Most assuredly, however, it indicates 
the decisiveness of the breach between her old faith 
and the new.

It appears from the Chronicle interview that Mrs. 
Besant is no longer a Socialist. When she debated 
with the present writer she was very strong, and 
even dogmatic, on the policy of legislation. State 
Socialism was to bring about the millennium. But 
she has cast that belief behind her. “ Municipal 
collectivism,”  she told her interviewer, “  would be 
beset in time with all the old bad things of an 
individualist society.” Reform must first be interior.
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“  External legislation,” she says, “ leaving men 
themselves unchanged, would sooner or later bring 
all the old evils back again.”  There cannot be 
a brotherhood without brothers, and “  this is the 
rock on which Theosophy splits off from Socialism.”

The general substance of all this was pointed out 
to Mrs. Besant in the debate. She smiled at it then ; 
she solemnly preaches it now. Her mental evolutions 
are astonishing. They show how little of a thinker 
she is. Her faculty is that of the born advocate. 
She only recognises what is within the scope of her 
present purpose. She changes her attitude first, and 
her arguments afterwards.

Mrs. Besant still harps on the brotherhood of 
man, as though it were a Theosophic discovery. 
There is something irresistibly comic in the solemnity 
with which she touches this string. “ We have 
no tost,” she says; the only condition we lay down 
for membership is “ acceptance of the doctrine of the 
universal brotherhood of man.”  Years ago she said 
nearly as much of Secularism. She knew then, 
if she conveniently forgets now, that Thomas Paine 
declared, long before the Blavatsky was born— “  The 
world is my country, mankind are my brethren, 
and to do good is my religion.”  As a matter of 
fact, the brotherhood of man has been taught by 
nearly every moralist in history.

“  W ill you walk into my parlor,” said the spider to 
the fly. Mrs. Besant’s parlor is Theosophy. Her 
web is the brotherhood of man; her fly the silly man, 
or more often the silly woman, who pricks up ears at 
the word “  brotherhood,”  as though it wore a fresh 
stroke on the gong of the universe.

After telling the Chronicle interviewer that Theo­
sophy regards the universe as “  fundamentally 
spiritual ”— in common, we remark, with every other 
religion on the face of the earth— Mrs. Besant said 
that its second principle was the reign of law “ in 
morals as well as in physical nature.”  This again is 
no discovery; it was a commonplace of Secularism 
before Mrs. Bosant’s accession, and remains so after 
her defection. The third and last principle was “  the 
doctrine of Reincarnation ”— a familiar doctrine in 
all the religions of antiquity. It does not commend 
itself to the Western mind. Mrs. Besant allows that 
at first she could not mention it without “  a ripple of 
laughter passing over the audience.” She is happy 
to say, however, that “ Theosophy is no longer 
ridiculed.” W e are happy to say the contrary. Mrs. 
Besant may not observe so much laughter; but that 
may only mean that the public has got over its first 
surprise, and has greater command over its risibility.

The interviewer was very anxious to get a little 
knowledge of Mrs. Besant’s “ miracles.” But she 
smiled at his exoteric ignorance. There is “  nothing 
supernatural ” about h erm iracles .” It is simply a 
case of “  using a law of nature not commonly under­
stood.” Our readers will remember that this has 
long been a trick of Christian advocacy. Tueosophy 
borrows it— being always a borrower. Freethinkers 
are gravely told that a miracle is not a violation of a 
law of nature; it is the interposition of a higher
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law, and of superior knowledge and ability. Simi­
larly, the Theosophists fell ns that their miracles 
are not supernatural.; Exalted beings, such as 
Mahatmas^and high-class chelas, work them with the 
greatest ,'eas.e. They say to this atom come, tad .it 
comcth; and,.to another go, and it goeth. Inferior 
beings, not up in the business, can only act through 
mechanical agencies.

Christian and Theosophic miracles are alike in 
another respect. They are inaccessible. Christian 
miracles happened long ago. Theosophic miracles 
happen a long way off. Successful investigation, 
in both cases, is impossible without faith.

Mrs. Besant is not a Mahatma. Even the great 
Blavatsky was not one. W e believe they are all of 
the male persuasion. Still, Mrs. Besant claims to be 
able to work what Huxley and Tyndall would call 
“ miracles.”  By means of teetotalism, vegetarianism, 
and celibacy, she has become a “  practical occultist.”  
She is able to “  start two currents of ether revolving 
in different directions.”  Apparently they go on revolv­
ing for any required distance. When they come 
together (as per order) they make a sound. Mrs. 
Besant says “  we call it the astral bell.” It is a pretty 
little trick. But, alas, the outside world must take it 
bn faith— or leave it. “ Believe me, or disbelieve 
me,” Mrs. Besant seems to says, “  and remember I am 
a lady.” Her interviewer asked her, “  And are 
you, Mrs. Besant, able thus to communicate astrally ? ” 
“  Yes,”  she replied. His nose was in the air at once. 
“  And are you willing to give mean example of i t ? ”  
“ No.”  “ W hy n o t?” “ Because,”  the lady said, 
“  these things must not be done as signs and 
wonders.” Shade of Joseph Balsamo! shade of 
Helena Blavatsky ! yea, shade of Sludge the Medium ! 
behold your promising disciple ! Truly the confidence 
trick is everlasting. As the boy rings the bell and runs 
away, the Theosophist makes her big assertions and 
walks off, holding her skirts majestically, when she is 

.asked for a little evidence. And as she vanishes she 
exclaims (her very words to the interviewer), “ No 
one of our Society would do them to convince scep­
tics.”  Poor sceptics ! Mrs. Besant troats them as 
haughtily as Jesus Christ. It is the same business 
from Jerusalem to St. John’s Wood.

Mrs. Besant also professes to bo a mesmeriser, 
though we doubt (and not without reason) if she 
would earn a pound a week by performances. She 
says that she has cured a young girl nearlv blind 
who was given over by the oculists. Again the 
interviewer asked, “ W ill you allow mo to investi­
gate this case?” And again the answer was “ No.” 
Mrs. Besant objected to dragging the poor girl 
into the light of publicity; which is the very reason 
given by Mr. Price Hughes for keeping back the 
proofs of his converted Atheist story. W e do not 
say that Mrs. Besant is wilfully romancing. W e  
only say it is unfortunate that she cannot hold her 
tongue, or will not produce her evidence.

Naturally enough, Mrs. Besant picks up the 
“ demonstrations”  of M. Louis, a French hypno­
tist. She is ready to pick up anything that 
appeals to the bump of wonder. M. Louis “ trans­
fers the sensibility cf a hypnotic subject to 
some other object, say a plate, and then by scratch­
ing the plate he scratches the body.” What an 
excellent recipe for itchy people tired of scratching 
themselves! As a matter of fact, however, M. 
Louis does nothing of the kind. It is obviously a 
case of mere suggestion. But the “  astral-bell- 
ringer” is aot to be put off in that way. She says 
that M . Louis forces away the astral body of his 
subject, and scratches it instead of the plate ! !  But 
we will go no further. Mrs. Besant seems hopelessly 
lost. She has thrown in her lot with the party of 
mystery, jargon, and pretension. She has joined 
one of the wings of the army of reaction.

G. W . FOOTE.

THE JERUSALEM GHOST AGAIN.

If Christ be not risen then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain.” — 1 Cor. xv . 14.

The Most Certain Fact in History. Such is the title 
given to a series of addresses on the alleged Resurrec­
tion of Jesus, by the Rev. T. P. Ring, rector of 
Hanley, and recently published by Skeffington and 
Son. The work is a good specimen of Christian 
controversy, in which bounce and bluster take the 
place of evidence and argument. The very title 
shows Mr. Ring has no correct conception either of 
evidence or of history. Distance as necessarily 
decreases the certainties of history as it does those of 
vision. A  Scotch mathematician, John Craig, saw 
this so clearly that he calculated the time when, 
assuming Christianity to be true, it would be never­
theless necessary to have a new revelation. W o  
should say that time has already come. When a 
learned scholar like Mr. Edwin Johnson, M .A ., in his 
big work on The Else o f Christendom, can set down 
the whole of early Christian literature as forgeries of 
the monks of the so-called Middle Ages, it is surely 
time God Almighty should vouchsafe a little fresh 
testimony to what looks like the most stupendous 
fable in history. For look at the evidence. Outside 
the New Testament there is not a scrap or shred of 
testimony to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 
earliest manuscripts, taking the orthodox dates, can­
not be assigned to earlier than the middle of the 
fourth century, and the oldest of these omits the 
story of the resurrection at the end of the gospel 
attributed to Mark. There is absolutely no proof 
that any of the gospels were written by the parties 
to whom they are assigned.

Are their stories inherently credible ? Not to the 
present writer. Surely the resurrection of any person 
from the dead should be attested by such evidence 
that it should bo impossible to gainsay it. It 
is not oven protended that the resurrection of Jesus 
was as public as his crucifixion. Could not Jesus 
have shown himself to the rulers of the Jews, and to 
Pontius Pilato who would have recorded this mo3t 
stupendous fact in the imperial archives, and it would 
have received the attention of the entire Roman 
world. Matthew (xxvii. 52, 53) relates that “ the 
graves were opened, and many bodies of the saints 
which slept, arose, and came out of their graves 
after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many.” Where is the ovidenco ? 
Surely such mighty miracles must have confounded 
all opposition. But the Jews to this day remain 
unbelievers. Matthew’s story is flagrantly fabulous. 
He says that the chief priests and Pharisees asked 
that a watch might bo set, because they remembered 
“  that deceiver said, while ho was yet alive, after 
three days I will rise again,”  although the very 
disciples did not understand this saying. And 
when the priests found he had risen, they bribod 
Roman soldiers who had witnessed this miracle, 
to say they had slept at their post— the punishment 
of which was death— and while sleeping the disciples 
had stolen him away. Credat, Judaeus. What this story 
shows is not that the chief priests or the soldiers 
ever acted so ridiculously, but that the Jews of 
the time when the narrative was written, said the 
body had been stolen away. And, allowing that 
there is any truth at the bottom of the story at all, 
this appears to me still to bo a more plausible 
hypothesis than that of resurrection from the dead, 
which, be it remembered, was a dogma already 
believed in by the Pharisees.

Abundant ground for scepticism can be found 
in the stories themselves. Mark (xvi. 12) says “ he 
appeared in another form ” to two of them, bo that 
any stranger may have been taken for .Jesus. Even 
Herod thought that Jesus was John the Baptist
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risen from the dead, such a belief falling in with 
the superstition of the time. Yet when Mary told 
the disciples, they considered her words idle tales, 
and believed them not. Matthew (xxviii. 17) says, 
“  when the disciples saw him, they worshipped him, 
but some doubted.” If some who were present, 
and who knew him personally and intimately, 
doubted, it is hard to credit that those who were 
not present will be damned for following the disciples’ 
lead.

In the story of Susannah and the elders found in 
the Catholic Bible, the witnesses to the lady’s alleged 
breach of chastity, when questioned separately, dis­
agreed on one minor point. One said it was under 
a mastic tree they saw her, the other that it was 
under a holm tree. For this discrepancy their evi­
dence was dismissed. Yet the witnesses to this 
alleged most certain fact in history are in flagrant 
contradiction. The discrepancies between the gospel 
writers are multitudinous. They differ as to the 
number of women who went to the tomb. John 
mentions only one, Mary Magdalene ; Matthew two ; 
Mark three; Luke several, They differ as to time : 
In Mark the sun had risen ; in John it was yet dark. 
They differ as to the number of persons in white who 
appeared to the women. Mark speaks of one “  young 
man ”  ; Matthew of an angel; Luke of two men ; 
John of two angels. According to Matthew, Lake, 
and John the women at once told what they had seen 
to the disciples; according to Mark “  they said 
nothing to any man.”  They differ as to whom he 
appeared : According to Matthew it was first to the 
two women and then to the eleven; according to 
Luke it was first to no woman, but to Cleopas and 
his companion, then to Peter; according to Mark and 
John it was first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he 
had cast seven devils. They differ as to locality : 
According to Matthew the disciples saw him in 
Galilee; according to Luke it was at Jerusalem, and 
be positively commands them “  not to depart from 
Jerusalem.”

W ill any candid person say that such evidence is 
sufficient to establish an event which might certainly 
be classed as one of the most extraordinary and un­
precedented in history ? Would it be even sufficient 
to establish any ordinary event ? Suppose the question 
were one of a disputed will— the descendants of a 
person publicly put to death claiming to inherit 
certain property on the ground that, though really 
dead, he had come to lifo again. Would any honest 
juryman give a verdict in favor of the descendants on 
such evidence? Yet Mr. Ring affirms the Resurrec­
tion to be the most certain fact in history— more 
certain than tho battle of Sedan or the Jubilee of 
Queen Victoria. Surely, if serious, Mr. Ring is more 
fitted to bo an inmate of Hanwell than of Hanloy. 
It must be admitted, however, that Mr. Ring and the 
whole ring of the Christian Evidence-mongers have 
one strong fortress— the people’s ignorance. Few 
think of questioning legends put forward in the guise 
of religion, or none would dare to assert that a story 
so discrepant and ill attested as that of the Resurrec­
tion is “  the most certain fact in history.”

J. M . W h e e l e r .

HOW TO HELP US.

(1) Get your newsagont to exhibit tho Freethinker in the
window.

(2) Got your nowsagont to take a fow copies of tho Freethinker
and try to soil them, guaranteeing to take the c< pies 
that remain unsold.

(3) Tako an extra copy (or more), and oirculato it among yonr
acquaintances.

(4) Display, or got displayed, ono of our oenteuts-shoots, which
aro of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Porder 
will send them on application.

(6) Leave a oopy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, 
the car, or tho omnibus.

A  UNIQUE GATHERING OF CHRISTIAN  
MINISTERS.

T he echoes of the voices of the Established Church 
representatives at Folkestone, and also those of the 
Nonconformists at Bradford, have scarcely passed 
away before we have the Free Church taking up 
the same strains, and sighing for “ Unity” among 
Christians. On Monday, November 7, “  A  Free 
Church Congress ”  was opened at Manchester, when 
between three or four hundred members of seven 
different denominations attended, but, it is worthy 
of note, that among them there were no Roman 
Catholics or Unitarians. The object of the Congress 
was to discuss “  Common Christianity,”  whatever 
that may mean. The chairman, in opening the 
evening meeting, strongly urged that all present 
should drop their “ peculiar views,” and confine 
themselves to the “ great principles”  found in the 
Bible, where we suppose their “  peculiar views ”  are 
not to be found. If, however, this advice is taken, 
the fate of the seven denominations will soon be 
sealed, for it is only by their “ peculiar views” that 
their separate existence is maintained.

The chairman regretfully referred to the time of 
the apostles, who, he said, were not troubled by 
divisions; they worked for the common faith, which 
he believed would “  sooner or later compass and 
enclose the whole world.” Evidently the gentleman 
had not been a very careful reader of the New 
Testament, for there we learn that among the 
Apostolic Christians, divisions existed of a most 
important character. In “  the Acts ”  (xv. 39) we are 
told that the contention between St. Paul and 
Barnabas “  was so sharp that they departed asunder 
one from the other.” And in Romans (xvi. 17) ; 
1 Corinthians i. 1 1 ; iii. 3 ;  and xi. 18), we find 
that St. Paul reproves his brethren for the strife, 
contentions and divisions among them. From that 
period to the present day, the Church has never 
heen free from divisions, which have increased 
with years until they have become so serious, that 
the very existence of even nominal Christianity is 
endangered. This is felt to be so much the case, 
that special efforts are being made by all branches of 
the Church to remedy the internal discord, which for 
nearly eighteen hundred years has marked its history. 
But judging from the reports of this Congress in 
Manchester, the panacea for these dissensions has 
not yet been discovered by Christians, for there 
were manifestations of divisions among them from 
the commencement to the end of the proceedings. 
The first difference arose as to the desirability, 
or otherwise, of discussing the subject of religious 
equality. This caused, what a local paper termed, 
a “ little breeze”  in the Christian camp. Then it 
was asserted that the “ Free churches wore not free,”  
and that more liberty was required than they were 
prepared to grant. One speaker pleaded for unity 
upon the questions of tho Deity of Jesus and the 
Atonement, which, of course, could not be secured 
without excluding the most intelligent section of tho 
Christian fold. Other members of the Congress 
wished it to be made clear that they would have 
nothing to do with the Anglican or with the Roman 
party. The Rev. Dr. Mackennal hoped they would 
soon coase to speak of denominational Christianity, 
but the Rev. Dr. Randles thought undenomiuational- 
ism was outside the new fold. These divisions 
augured ill for the realisation of unity, harmony, 
and freedom among modern Christians.

In answer to the chairman’s statement of his belief 
that “  sooner or later”  the faith would dominate tho 
whole world, we should say that if such a thing occurs 
at all, it will be much “  later.”  This prophecy, like 
many of the orthodox beliefs, is not supported either 
by facts or by justifiable inference. The faith has 
existed for nearly two thousand years, with every



756 The freethinker. November 27« 1892,

opportunity in ita favor, and yet to-day two-thirds 
of the human race have not even heard of i t ; anc 
among the one-third where it has been proclaimed 
an important section rejects it, while those who profess 
to accept it never act up to its teachings. Truly 
“  out of the fulness of the heart the mouth speaker.” 

Bishop Baker, of the “  Liverpool Free Church of 
England,” was prepared to shake hands with at least 
two of the seven denominations represented at the 
Congress. But then the bishop could afford to be 
generous, for he said he believed his Church had 
“ got the cream of both the Church and Noncon­
formist parties.”  At this the Congress laughed. 
Perhaps they felt delighted that the bishop had been 
good enough to leave them the skim-milk. The Rev. 
Dr. Mackennal seemed to be in earnest, for he 
wanted them all “ pledged to action.” His reason 
was that “  in the villages of England they are tread­
ing on each other’s heels, while the large towns and 
foreign missions are crying out for laborers.” Jn 
our opinion the “  village parsons ” had better stay 
where they are, unless they prefer to go to “  foreign 
missions ” or come to the large towns with the deter­
mination to do some useful work for the welfare of 
mankind. Had Dr. Mackennal been reading the 
recent statement of the secretary of the London 
Congregational Union to the effect that ICO more 
places of worship are wanted to meet the alleged 
wants of the increased population of Greater London ? 
I f  so, probably he was impressed with the idea that 
the servants of the Lord are more likely to get con­
genial employment where they are wanted rather 
than where they are not. It is news, however, to 
many of us to hear that the villages of England are 
so crowded with Dissenting ministers of different 
denominations that they are ruining the trade of 
each other. One cannot help having sympathy for 
poor Hodge, with his surplus of spiritual food and 
his deficiency of tho necessaries of life. His peace of 
mind must be greatly disturbed by so many black- 
coated gentry buzzing about his ears like a swarm of 
bees, each one imploring him to take an insurance 
ticket to a “  better, land ” from his own particular 
office. This may throw some light on the suddenly- 
developed desire for “  unity ” among Christians. The 
late Church Congress desired a united army to fight 
“  the world, the flesh, and the Devil.” But tho Free 
Church Congress aims at establishing a sort of 
Spiritual Trades Union, by which its members may be 
enabled to find more scope in other markets than in 
those of their own over-done country villages.

It is curious to read in the report that while the 
secretary of tho Congress advocated making the 
organisation march with the times, one of the evening 
sermons was “ Jesus the samo yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever.” True, the Rev. Dr. Johnson had discovered 
“ that there were many questions . . . upon which 
Jesus Christ himself, while he was with us on earth, 
gave no express opinion.” This is doubtless true; 
and the reverend doctor might have gone further and 
said that there were many vital questions upon which 
the happiness and progress of the human race depend, 
that Christ never referred to in any way. It is this 
fact that prevents Jesus from being “  a perfect 
guide ” in daily life, or even a satisfactory authority 
upon general mundane affairs.

The Rev. Charles Williams did not believe that it 
was the will of Christ that tho present divisions in 
the Church should exist. Then we may ask, Whose 
will is it ? W e are told that in every town and 
villago there are rival churches with services held 
and doctrines taught differing from each other. 
Now, if such divisions are not sanctioned by Christ, 
his alleged followers are unfaithful to tho will of their 
Master, which proves what we have frequently urged, 
that Christianity exists only in name. No wonder 
that Mr. T. Snape, M.P., asked, in his address to the 
Congress, "W h y  had the Christianity of the schools

and the Christianity of Christ been severed ?” And 
he added, “  the power of the pulpit had been a little 
on the wane of late.”  Perhaps the Rev. T. Allen 
furnished the real cause of this severance and falling 
off in avowing his fear that men of great intellectual 
power are a source of weakness to the Church. 
The Rev. Dr. Gibson, too, believed in “  faith, not 
logic which would not only split hairs, but the 
Church also.” This possibly will explain why Mr. Lee’s 
suggestion, that ministers should keep themselves 
“  ahead of the topics of the day if they wish to be 
successful in the practical work of life,”  was received 
in silence.

This unique gathering of Christian professors 
presented a curious spectacle. Here a uumber of 
orthodox enthusiasts met to close the divisions in the 
Church, and they were so divided in opinion among 
themselves as to how the thing was to be done, that the 
only practical result arrived at was the showing that 
“  a house divided against itself cannot stand.”  Even 
in their principal resolution on the third evening of 
the Congress, the representatives of seven denomina­
tions left the question of religious equality to be 
observed as “  should commend itself to the judgment 
of their several communities.”  What that judgment 
has been is well known to all who are acquainted 
with the persecuting tendency of many orthodox 
Christians. Charles W atts.

A  W IC K E D , M ALIGNANT GOD.

A l i t t l e  wordy skirmish has recently taken place 
between Mr. Thomas Hardy and Mr. Andrew Lang 
which is somewhat interesting. Mr. Hardy is a 
novelist of considerable reputation, and his latest and 
greatest book, Tess o f  the D'Urbervilles, has elicited, 
it seems, almost unanimous applause. Mr. Lang is 
a literary critic, and, in an article in the New Review, 
he found fault with Tess on various grounds. Mr. 
Hardy had a fling-back, in the preface to a second 
edition of the book, and now Mr. Lang has a parting 
shot in his notes in Longmanris.

Mr. Hardy referred to Mr. Lang as “ a gentleman 
who turned Christian for half an hour the better to 
express his grief that a disrespectful phrase about tho 
Immortals should have been used.” But Mr. Hardy 
protests that exclaiming against the gods is not such 
an original sin on hi» part, and ho quotes tho linos 
which Shakespeare puts into the mouth of Glo’ster:

As flies to wanton boys are we to the gods ;
They kill us for their sport,

Mr. Lang, in his retort, says: “  Mr. Hardy has no 
means of knowing what my private shade of theo- 
ogical dogma is. lie  cannot tell whether I am, as a 

matter of creed, a Christian or not.” And Mr. Lang 
very scrupulously abstains from giving tho slightest 
inkling on this point. In fact, the whole gist of his 
remarks is, that “ one need not be a Christian, nor 
oretend to be a Christian,” to tako the position 
ho does.

It seems the sentence which raised Mr. Lang’s ire 
was this: “  The President of tho Immortale (in 
/Eschylean phrase) had ended his sport with Tess.”  
“ This,”  says Mr. Lang, *  was the moral and marrow of 
lis romance, as I supposed, and the phrase must 
seem equally illogical to an Atheist and a Christian, 
to a Buddhist and a Bonze. For nobody in his 
senses now believes in a wicked, malignant President 
of the Immortals, whatever Glo’ster may have said 
in his haste. . . .”

Now, in tho first place, wo do not see that exclaim­
ing against the gods is so heinous an offence as Mr. 
jang seems to think. True, when an Atheist points 

out the evil in the world and exclaims against the 
alleged author of that evil, ho is only exclaiming 
against a hypothesis in which he does not believe. 
In fact, Lord Brougham has pointed out that, from
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the nature of the case, Atheists are not capable of 
committing blasphemy, whoever else are.

Mr. Lang says that nobody in his senses believes 
in a wicked, malignant God. Now, we do not know 
so much of that. It was out of such a belief that all 
godism originally grew. All the early gods who 
were worshipped were more or less malignant deities, 
whose anger could be bought off by praying and 
fasting and sacrificing. In fact, the primary object 
of all worship was to placate the gods and secure 
their pleasure.

In actual terms, perhaps, no one now believes in a 
wicked deity, but in substance they do— if they are 
orthodox Christians. For the God the Christians 
worship is essentially a revengeful and a wicked God. 
Without quoting from the Old Testament at all, is 
not the central doctrine of Christianity one of 
revenge, of sacrifice, of blood ? Witness the Lord's 
Prayer ! There he is expressly asked to deliver his 
worshippers from evil, or the Evil One; he is asked 
not to lead them into temptation ; and he is conjured, 
by the example of his worshippers themselves, to 
forgive them their trespasses. All of which show 
that the Christian God is as much a malignant deity 
as any that savages ever bowed before. When there 
is an epidemic of disease, is he not prayed to stay his 
hand ? And would it be necessary to make such a 
request of a good deity ? Besides, is he not the author 
of all evil ? Did he not create the Devil ? Does he 
not maintain hell ?

In substance then, as we say, orthodox people 
believe in an evil deity. If, therefore, when Mr. 
Lang says that “  nobody in his senses ”  now holds 
such a belief, he merely means to convey that orthodox 
people are not in their senses, possibly the statement 
may be true. Mr. Lang has better opportunities of 
knowing than wo have. Recently we had a bishop 
telling us that lunatics made excellent Christians; 
now we have Mr. Lang insinuating that orthodox 
people are insane. So that soon, despite our manifest 
charitableness, we shall have it forced upon us that 
orthodoxy and lunacy are synonymous.

But, after all, we may ask what is the particular 
nonsense attaching to the belief in an evil Almighty 
which does not also attach to the belief in a good 
one ? To us, it seems, one is no more and no less 
rational than the other. To take the evil in nature 
and personify it is no more foolish thun to do the same 
with the good. As a matter of fact, Nature is both 
good and bad— nay, more correctly, she is neither. 
Good and evil are subjective, and not objective. The 
same phenomenon works both good and evil, according 
to the way we look at i t ; and, relatively to man, 
wrong is woven as deeply into the texture of things 
as right. And herein lies one of the very sharpest 
of tho rocks on which Theism is wrecked. As 
Darwin said, "T h is  very old argument from the 
existence of suffering against the existence of an 
intelligent First Cause seems to mo a strong one.”  
The God of the universe cannot be all-wise, all- 
powerful, and all-good. All nature belies such a 
God. True, we see goodness, and wisdom, and beauty 
and love in the world around us, but, side by side 
with these, wo see badness, ignorance, uglinoss and 
hate. A  Theist who would bring his Theism into 
harmony with the facts of nature must choose between 
either of these positions. Firstly, a God all-powerful, 
all-good, but not all-wise— in which case the evil in the 
world would be the result of his ignorance. Secondly, 
a god, all powerful, all-wise, but not all-good— in 
which caso tho evil would bo tho result of his defective 
moral character. Thirdly, a god, all-wiso, all-good, 
but not all-powerful— in which case, however, there 
would manifestly be somo power outside and above 
god. This last case includes, of course, that of two 
gods, one good, the other bad, pulling against each 
other— a belief which seems to run through most 
religions. For really, in the popular theology, Satan |

is quite as powerful as Jehovah, more so indeed, 
if we are to judge by the success which we are 
told each of them achieves. W e offer the Theist 
this selection. Between these positions he is forced 
to choose— there is no other alternative. But the 
difficulties and absurdities that surround all of them, 
render Theism, judged as we would judge any 
hypothesis which claimed to explain ascertained facts, 
utterly worthless. Frederick Ryan.

THE FOLLY OF THEISM.

Man for his God sets on the shelf 
A  plaster image of himself.

— G ebald M asset.

Most of the gods pictured in the imagination of Theists 
will be found, upon examination, to be man-like in their 
attributes. Theologians may talk learnedly about God 
being the “  infinite will ”  behind phenomena; or the 
“  infinite mind ”  to which all effects in the material universe 
owe their origin ; but if they are aslred to define precisely 
what they mean by these terms, they are immediately lost 
in a wilderness of thought that leads to no definite result.

In common with most theological controversialists, Dr. 
Sexton attempts to show that all material phenomena are 
referable to a force external to matter, which he calls Mind 
— with a capital M— and which Mind, he says, is the God 
he and other Theists believe in. Observe how he attempts 
to demonstrate this point.

“  Each part of the material universe,”  says Dr. Sexton, 
“  shows itself to be an effect, and must therefore owe its 
existence to a cause outside itself. The Atheist cannot 
point to a single object in physical nature which does not 
bear upon it marks of having been caused by some power 
exterior to itself. Suns and stars, and trees and flowers, 
and rolling waters, the violent tornado and the soft gentle 
zepher, the thunderstorm and the dewdrop, the pebble­
stone on the sea-beach and the mightiest radge o f mountains 
on the earth, the colossal mammoth and the tiny animalcule 
that deports itself in a drop of water— all cry out ‘ Not in 
me will you find the cause of existence.’ N o ; material 
nature is simply a series of effects— nothing more. Even 
man himself, the highest of all created things, feels that he 
owes his existence to somewhat or to someone higher than 
himself.”

So that after all his parade of words in the attempt to 
belittle nature, Dr. Sexton has to sing rather small, and say 
that his God “  is somewhat or someone higher ”  than man. 
But how does Dr. Sexton know that a being who is only a 
somewhat or a someone is a god at all ? A someivhat is 
a very indefinite sort of being, and a someone may be 
anyone, and it makes very little difference whether the 
someone is higher or lower than man. W hat does all this 
amount to ? W hy simply this—that Dr. Sexton knows no 
more what is behind phenomena than the Agnostic or the 
A theist; but whereas these, with becoming modesty, 
acknowledge their ignorance, Dr. Sexton lays claim to a 
knowledge which he does not possess.

Dr. Sexton then formulates another proposition which 
appears to me to be altogether unsound, although there is 
an air of plausibility about tho appearance o f it. “  That 
which is not the result of thought,”  says Dr. Sexton, 
“  cannot be translated into thought; and as the universe 
displays thought in every part, it must be the work of a 
Supreme Thinker.”  This looks very like our old friend the 
“  Design argument ”  in a new dress. Let us look for a 
moment at Dr. Sexton’ s illustrations. “  Take a book in 
your hand, open it, and you see at once the orderly 
arrangement of letters into words, and of words into sen­
tences. This bespeaks a certain amount of thought on tho 
part of the author, and on the part of the compositor who 
sets up the type. By no stretch of the imagination can 
you conceive this arrangement to bo tho result o f chance or 
accident. The types might have been thrown down at 
random ten million times and they would novor have fallen 
into the order in which they were placed in the printer’s 
forme, which was laid on the machine, when a single sheet 
of tho volume was worked off. The book in question may 
not be a treatise on a very important topic, and the author 
may have dealt with his subject very imperfectly ; but still 
it is impossible to imagine that the arrangement can be 
other than the result of min'd. A volume of Shakes'p'e'are,
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of Newton, or of Kant, will differ greatly from an ele­
mentary school-book, or from the immature production of 
an ignorant and uninformed man ; but the difference will, 
after all, be one of degree on ly ; in both cases thought must 
have been at work to produce a book at all. Chance is 
incompetent to form a single sentence, to say nothing of 
writing several hundred pages. And the amount of thought 
contained in the volume will be the measure of what can be 
extracted from it.”

Is it not rather late in the day, for a man of Dr. Sexton’s 
ability, to write of the Atheist as though he attributed 
natural phenomena to chance? As a matter o f fact, all 
Atheists from D’Holbach downwards, have believed in the 
doctrine of Universal Causation. I f  all the changes 
(phenomena) that happen in the material universe take 
place because under such and such conditions certain results 
must follow, what is the use of talking about chance ? If 
each effect is preceded by a cause without which it could 
not happen, and with which it is bound to happen, the 
doctrine of chance is simply an absurdity.

It will be admitted at once that natural forces undirected 
by human intelligence could not be reasonably expected 
to set up the type, and so arrange it, that when complete 
it should constitute a work of Shakespeare. Dr. Sexton, 
indeed, in his illustration, assumes that there is a perfect 
analogy between the spontaneous productions of nature, 
and the artistic work of man which result from the wise 
exercise of human reason. But does such an analogy 
hold good ? The spontaneous working of natural forces, 
it is true, have produced many wonderful things. Natural 
forces, for instance, produce what we call “  wild flowers,”  
which, by the intelligence of man, or what Darwin calls 
“  artificial selection,”  are improved into the beautiful 
flowers that grow in our public gardens. But if there 
is an intelligence behind nature, it must be admitted that 
it does not always arrange results that can in any sense be 
regarded as wise or just towards sentient beings. An 
earthquake may be produced by an intelligent something 
behind matter, but it would puzzle the cleverest Theist 
to explain what humane purpose an earthquake can 
serve which swallows up a city of inoffensive and un­
offending people ? Famines, disease, pestilence, etc. are 
the productions of natural forces, and these undoubtedly 
play a necessary and important part in the great economy 
of nature ; but theologians will scarcely dispute that 
the effects they produce upon human beings and animals are 
anything but beneficial in the character.

There is another aspect of this doctrine of chance that 
Dr. Sexton’s argument ignores. Diderot said that there 
was nothing that nature could not conceivably perform. 
Nature had an infinity of time in which to perform her 
w orks; and eternity was surely long enough in which to 
correct all her blunders ! But let us take an illustration to 
show the absolute futility o f this doctrine of chance. It is 
sometimes said that one might throw up a penny a hundred 
times, and it would be a million chances to one against it 
falling head ninety times out of the hundred. But the 
reason is obvious enough. It could not be thrown with 
precisely the same force each time, nor could it be thrown 
under precisely the same conditions. If, however, it could 
be calculated exactly the number o f revolutions it would 
make, then the chances of determining accurately what it 
would be would be greatly improved. The acrobat who 
dives from the roof of a music hall into a net beneath, a 
distance of about fifty feet, calculates how many sommer- 
saults ho will make in his desoent, and thus be can tell 
exactly how he will fall in the net. In this, as in all other 
cases, there is no such thing as chance; everything is 
certain ; but of course it depends upon the conditions as to 
what the result will be. I f the acrobat’s calculations are 
correct he will fall with sa fety ; if not, the accident that 
will result will be as much the effect o f a cause of known 
conditions as though the performer had descended unhurt.

AitTnuu B. Moss.

I iik Constitution or Man.— The constitution of man is 
Bucli that, for a long time after lie has discovered the incor- 
redness of the ideas prevailing around him, ho shrinks from 
openly emancipating himself troin their domination; and, 
constrained by the force of circumstances, ho becomes a 
hypocrite, publicly applauding what his private judgment 
condemns,—J. IV. Draper,

A C I D  D R O P S .
According to the Methodist Times, there are many very 

worthy Christians among Trade Unionists, only “  they are 
not blatant like some infidel agitators, who know how to keep 
themselves in evidence.”  Most people would allow that Mr. 
Hughes knows how to keep himself in evidence. There are 
men in his Church with ten time3 his brain-power who have 
not a tenth of his notoriety. His triumph over them is a 
triumph of viscera and cerebellum.

“ Unspeakable folly and stupidity of a certain kind of 
infidelity ”  is a brilliant flower of speech from a further 
effusion on Tennyson by Methodist Times Hughes. It is hard 
to see the difference between folly and stupidity, and how can 
it be “  unspeakable ”  when Mr. Hughes talks so much about 
it ? Then we have “  spurious infidelity ” — whatever that 
may be, and “  vulgar men ”  and “  incredibly idiotic,”  and so 
forth, in Mr. Hughes’s slap-dash manner. Finally, he declares 
that J. C. is “  the only Pilot who can guide us out of the 
tempestuous storms of this life into the quiet haven of eternal 
peace.”  . “  Tempestuous storms ”  is good ; so is “  a quiet 
haven of peace.”  They show that Mr. Hughes is sustaining 
his slipshod reputation. And they are peculiarly appropriate 
to Tennyson’s career. We all knowhow "storm y ”  his life 
was.

The Rev. Professor Beet says the “  progress of the world is 
confined to those nations where the Bible is received as the 
authority and voice of God.”  Abyssinia, for instance ? Oh 
no. Dr. Beet would make a better selection than that. 
Well then, how about Japan ? That is a very progressive 
country, and it is not Christian.

Dr. Beet is taking advantage of a mere fact of the hour. 
A thousand years after Jesus Christ progress was confined to 
the nations that accepted the Koran as the voice of God. 
Had the argument been used then it would have proved the 
truth of Mohammedanism and the falsity of Christianity.

The Caucasian race was the progressive one before Chris­
tianity appeared. It is the progressive race now. The 
question is one of race, geography, and climate, and not one 
of religion. This has already been pointed out to Dr. Beet, 
but he goes on ignoring i t ; which may be prudent, but is 
scarcely honest.

The Bishop of Durham is a nice pretended friend of tho 
people. At tho end of the last miners' strike, when the men 
were starved out, he offered his services as a mediator, and 
got tho matter settled as the masters wished. We say he 
offered his services, but we have hoard enough of the secret 
history of that affair to satisfy us that Bishop Westcott was 
acting entirely in the interests of tho pit-owners. Besides, 
the ecclesiastical revenues of Durham are chiefly derived from 
mining royalties, and thus the Bishop was also acting in the 
interest of his own profession.

Bishop Westcott has now taken to holding forth- on the 
unequal distribution of wealth in England. Now this is as 
pretty a piece of hypocrisy as we have met with for a long 
while. Physician, heal thyself I Let the Bishop make a 
beginning. Ilis immense income is an insult to every working 
man in tho county of Durham. When a mere preacher of 
Kingdom-Come gets £7,000 a year—-£2,000 more than the 
Prime Minister— and then whines about the unequal distri­
bution of wealth, and makes out to pity the poor working 
man, we are tempted to cry in the language of Jesus Christ, 
"  Woe unto you hypocrites 1”

Wa referred a week or two ago to St. John’s Wood Chapel, 
which is maintained by the Marylebone Vestry. The con­
gregation has dwindled down to a handful of women and 
children, and the vestry does not see the use of burning 
seventy-five gas jets for them every Sunday evening. Accord­
ing to the incumbent, tho Rev. II. Sandham, it is not 
altogether his fault that the congregation has almost dimi­
nished to the vanishing point. He points out that in 1883 
tho vestry deprived St. John’s of an organist and organ, and 
“ from that moment the congregation visibly and rapidly 
decreased.” Yes, it generally takes something more than the 
gospel to fill a church. 1
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At the trial of the petition against the return of Mr. 
Fulham for South Meath, Mr. Sawin, a magistrate, gave 
evidence that Father O’Connell at mass warned people against 
the curse of Parnellism, and said no Parnellite could receive 
the sacrament worthily. He commanded his parishioners to 
attend the neighboring anti-Parnellite meeting. Witness 
said he was obstructed by anti-Parnellites when he went to 
record his vote, and priests were present.

On June 29 Bishop Nulty delivered a sermon from the 
altar of Trim, in which he stated that he would approach the 
deathbed of a drunkard with greater confidence in his salva­
tion than he would that of a Parnellite, and stated that 
“ women with the least Parnellite sympathies were worse 
than abandoned women.”

The Pope has done a wise thing in elevating Dr. Theodor 
Kohn, a converted Jew, to the rich Archbishopric of Olmiitz. 
He will become the envy of his former co-religionists.

A t Palermo two peasants are on trial for putting corrosive 
sublimate into a chalice used by a priest during the celebration 
of the mass. Though it was supposed to be changed into the 
blood of Jesus, the priest, after drinking it, fell dead on the 
altar steps. The motive of the crime is believed to have been 
personal vengeance. ____

Scotland is particularly pious, and Glasgow the godliest of 
great cities. Yet, says a correspondent of the Church Times, 
“  you may see more reeling drunkards on a Saturday in 
Glasgow or a Lanarkshire mining town than you would if you 
searched London for a month.” The same writer rejoices 
that “  one scarcely over encounters an avowed Atheist or 
unbeliever.”

The Primitive Methodists at Accrington have been 
squabbling. The local preacher read an anonymous letter 
from the pulpit, when a member of the congregation pro­
tested, declaring that they came to listen to the Gospel, and 
not to such “  rot.”  A  scene followed, interruptions coming 
from different parts of the chapel. The original interrupter 
and his family left the chapel in disgust, and were followed 
by another member of the congregation.

A female Sunday-school teacher, named Gough, has been 
remanded at Northampton Police Court on a charge of 
sending'threateningjletters to her fellow school teachers. The 
letters were signed “ Jack the Ripper,”  and threatened death 
and mutilation.

I
The Rev. C. F. Nightingale, preaching at the Wesleyan 

Chapel, Stoke Newington, said that a census had been 
taken in the East-end of London, and it had been found that 
there had been a large decrease in attendance at their places 
of worship. Mr, Nightingale thinks earnest prayer is the one 
thing needful. Christians waste their cash in vain attempts 
to convert Jews, Mohammedans, and heathen abroad, and 
are invited to waste their prayers on Whitechapel,

Dean Lefroy says there are 0,000,000 people in England 
who go neither to church nor chapel. In the faco of this 
fact how absurd are all the missionary societies for converting 
the heathen. ____

Father Aurelian, who was said a few months ago to have 
exorcised a demon out of a- boy, has had to pay a fine of fifty 
marks for libelling the Protestant mother, who, he said, had 
bewitched the child. Evidenco was given in defence that, 
according to the teaching of the Church, tho possibility of 
demoniac possession was indisputable. Indeed, it is founded 
on tho Now Testament. If an action had been taken against 
Jesus, say for destroying a quantity of pork in tho country of 
the Grdarenes, the proof of the devils being in pigs might 
have been as absent as in-thejcase of the Bavarian boy. After 
all the Devil seems the chief person libelled. But he is 
used to it.

Christian civilisation is making wonderful progress. During 
the Chicago Exhibition tho great Yankee revivalist, Mr. 
Moody, is to conduct daily service in the city. We see also 
that a 124-ton gun is to be one of the most striking exhibits. 
Krupp is making it, and the resources of Christian civilisation 
will be taxed to transport it to the World’s Fair. However, 
it will doubtless arrive all right, and show the Yankee

Christians what European Cnristians can do in the gunpowder- 
and-glory line. Mr. Moody should mount that 124-ton gun, 
and harangue the multitude on the gospel of “  peace on 
earth.”  ____

Man and dog fights have often been reported in our news­
papers. Now we have a bond fide man and kangaroo fight at 
the London Aquarium. “ Professor”  Linderman and his 
long-legged friend box with gloves. What a pity our old 
friend Balaam is dead 1 A  conversation between Professor B. 
and his jackass would be a great attraction.

The Rev. J. Caspar Clutterbuck, who was sentenced to four 
years’ penal servitude for frauds to the extent of £16,000, has 
just died in prison. ____

Mr. Finn, the secretary of the Society for the Relief of 
Persecuted Jews, says that the order that Jews in Roumania 
shall remove from the villages to the towns has suddenly 
reduced 50,000 Jews to beggary. The peasantry were pre­
vented from paying their just debts to the poor Jews; and 
lads left in charge by their fathers, while they themselves 
went to appeal for mercy, were cruelly beaten and marched 
off to prison. One Jew is believed to be dying from a beating 
inflicted by order, and in the presence of an official notorious 
for his brutal treament of the Jews.

Gabriel Marchand, who, a short lim e ago, murdered his 
grand-uncle and grand-aunt, aged respectively eighty-one 
and sixty-seven years, was executed at Epinal. On being 
informed that his last hour had come, the convict said, 
“  I am going to get drunk first.”  He drank two glasses 
of rum and smoked a cigar. Marchand then heard Mass 
and took the Holy Communion, and was sent to glory with 
his Savior inside him.

Wolves in Russia, like tigers and snakes in India, are a 
perpetual reminder of the Almighty's care. In one year 
alone, according to the data carefully collected by provincial 
governors, the loss of domestic animals by wolves amounted 
to 800,000 head, valued at eight million roubles.

The Church always steps in for its pickings at death, The 
Battersea Vestry opening a new cemetery at Morden, Canon 
Clarke claims it is only an extension of the parish cemetery, 
and claims burial fees on all interments. The Putney Board 
had a similar remonstrance from the vicar, and settled the 
matter by giving him £250 per annum up to 200 interments, 
and 25s. for every interment above that number. Surely it 
is time municipalités got rid of these incubii.

Dr. Rizal, a Freethinker, has been imprisoned at Manilla, 
in the Phillipine Islands. His offence is having published 
some pamphlets exposing the evils prevailing in the Philip­
pines, and tracing them to the influence of the priesthood.

Count Tolstoi says that famine again threatens the distriat 
where ho resides, as the rye harvest has been no better this 
year than last, while oats have entirely failed. The Czar is 
a pious man, and knows that when the Lord is wroth he 
always visits his anger on poor people.

The Rev. J. J. Coxhead, a leading Conservative member of 
the London School Board, in a letter to the Guardian, com­
plains that Unitarianism is being taught in the Board schools. 
He thus describes a Bible lesson given by the mistress of an 
infant department. “  I heard,”  ho said “  these questions : 
What was tho name of the mother of Jesus ? What was the 
name of His father? Every child that the teacher called 
upon answered ‘ Joseph.’ Not a word was said to imply the 
existence of our Lord’s Divine nature.”  Mr. Coxhoad’s lettor 
illustrates what we have often insisted upon, viz., that religion 
cannot bo taught in school without its taking some sectarian 
color from the teachers and the manner in which it is imparted.

Bishop Perowne’s son, Mr. J. T. Woolych Perowne, is getting 
up ecclesiastical excursions to Rome and Chicago. The 
Church Times says : "  The visit to Rome appears to be purely 
heathon in its purpose, which is to hear a lecture on ‘ Ancient 
Rome, its Art, Social Life, and Politics.’ Well, we may be 
thankful that Hartlebury Castle is not to be responsible just 
at present for any more attempts to combine injudicious 
projects of Church Reform with the attraction of touring, 
and pleasant dinners and dances in Continental hotels.”
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The Rev. Dr. Wickham Legg says : “  If the anti-vivisec- 
tionist view is to prevail it means the suppression of historical 
Christianity,”  which has never recognised the rights of animals.

The Rev. C. Ware, writing in the Two Worlds, questions 
if the persons said to have been raised from the dead in the 
New Testament had any of them been actually dead. He 
does not, however, deal with the passage in Matthew which 
says that the bodies of the saints came out of their graves and 
went into the city.

The Rev. W. J. Adams, vicar of All Saints, Dorchester, is 
another clergyman who has seceded from the Church of 
England in consequence of the authority given to Ritualism 
by the Lincoln judgment. He is reported as having joined 
the CoDgregationalists.

The Church of England Working Men’s Society has always 
been somewhat of a farce. It appears to have been run chiefly 
in the interest of one individual, and the finances were so 
muddled that, to restore confidence and get subscriptions, it 
has been necessary to remodel the society and appoint new 
officers.

The South Shields Free Press, in the course of an inter­
view with the black champion, writes as follows: “  Mr. 
Edwards denies the statement that he received a challenge to 
meet Mr. Foote on Sunday last; and he claims that if the 
Secularists had agreed to his conditions, that each side should 
contribute one half of the expenses, and that the receipts at 
the doors should be handed over to some local charity, he 
would have met any of the nominees of the Secularists in 
debate. There must, however, be some misunderstanding 
here; for the Secularists advertise, for the third time, a 
public challenge to Mr. Edwards, on substantially the same 
conditions as he seems to have stipulated for. But Mr. 
Edwards says he is not a great advocate of debates, and alleges 
as his reason that disputants, as a rule, do not enter into 
debate for the purpose of ascertaining truth, but merely for 
the sake of gaining hollow and empty victories.”

Mr. Peacock, who inserted the challenge in the local 
Gazette, has written to the black champion’s chairman and 
other prominent supporters. They say it is not their fault 
that he does not debate, and they will find some other 
Christian advocate to hold a set discussion if he continues to 
regard discretion as the better part of valor.

A newspaper proprietor in Kingston is threatened with 
an action for libel, by a widow, for publishing an obituary 
notice of her husband, in which it was stated, amongst 
other things, that he had “ now gone to a much happier 
home.”  “  ___ __

This,' epitaph occurs in an old west-country churchyard in 
a district where it may be presumed the mural decorator 
charged extra for punctuation :— “  Erected to the memory of 
John Phillips, accidently shot as a mark of affection by 
his brothers,”

Holy Russia has 875 gaols, and at present 950,000 persons 
are imprisoned in them. God bless the Czar ! Hallelujah. 
Amen. ___^

The Thompson paternity case has occupied a great deal of 
attention. Mr. Thompson says he is the father of Mrs. 
Thompson’s children. She says he isn’t. It is an awfully 
mixed affair. No doubt the famous Nazareth case would 
have been a bigger puzzle than this one, had it come into 

! court.

The Rev. J. F. Cornwall, rector of Barton, Beds, is a poli­
tical parson who objects to the Daily News being taken in at 
the Working Men’s Reading Room, on the ground that it is 
“ too Radical.”  The members declined to give up the 
paper, and the man of God resigned his presidency in a huff.

Mrs. John Clarke, an Indiana woman, gave a curious 
explanation to the court of her husband’s black eye. She got 
on a chair to pray to God to remove John, and in gesticulat­
ing her fingers grazed his face. The rest was the work of 
the Lord, who smote John through the cracks of her fingers.

Some particulars have transpired relative to the conduct 
of Neill during his last days. So far from renouncing 
the ministrations of the chaplain, he completely changed 
his former demeanour, and indulged in fervent prayer. At 
times he would burst into tears, and, going down on his 
knees, would remain in that attitude of supplication for 
half an hour at a stretch. The gaol authorities were 
inundated with pamphlets and religious tracts for the convict, 
as well as telegrams containing expressions of hope that 
he would make a full confession.

When Mr. Foote lectured at Bolden Colliery the whole of 
the surplus proceeds were for the benefit of a disabled miner. 
Despite this fact, the black champion hastily got up a rival 
meeting for the same evening. His South Shields supporters 
were given to understand that he was going over to oppose 
Mr. Foote. They were much disappointed, however, for he 
simply delivered an opposition lecture in another building. 
Still, they go about saying they got the best of it. But what 
are the facts ? Mr. Foote’s lecture yielded £ 2  13s. Id. for 
the disabled miner, and the black champion’s £1 5s. for a 
blind man.

* Catholic priests in Hungary are much incensed at the 
proposed program of the new government, which includes 
civil marriage. On the first Sunday in*Advent, sermons 
against civil marriage are to be preached in all Catholic 
churches, and that ceremony is to be stigmatised as mere 
concubinage. Those who are not married by the Church 
are not to be buried with Christian rites, and the children are 
to be regarded as illegitimate. The Court of Justice 
has just sentenced the parish priest of Komorn to a month’s 
imprisonment for refusing to give baptismal certificates 
for children born in mixed marriages.

Some amusement at the expense of a missionary was 
created at a Birmingham meeting recently. While con­
trasting the happy lot of civilised races compared with 
the darkness of heathen lands, the speaker’s teeth dropped 
out in the midst of one of his most telling passages. He soon 
shut up his mouth. __

The Rev. Joseph Cook says : “  We need less agnosticism, 
and more meragnosticism,”  That’s it, that’s it. We knew 
all along there was something the matter with us, but 
for the love of us we couldn’t guess what it was. Joseph 
must be right. y

There seems to have been a good deal of confusion at the 
opening of the new Victoria University buildings, Toronto. 
The students sang—

There'll be no more faculty there :
In heaven above where all is love,

Ther’ll be no more faculty there.
The organist did not turn up, and the inaugural anthem had 
to be dispensed with. When the “  portion of scripture ”  had 
to be read no one could find a Bible; and as none of the sky- 
pilots present could remember the “  portion,”  one of them 
recited the first five verses of the fourth gospel— “  In the 
beginning was the Word.”  But in this beginning there wasn't 
the Word. _____

Christianity doesn’t appear to bring about any tolerable 
brotherhood between blacks and whites in America. John 
Oliver, of San Antonio, Texas, ha3 been murdered and horribly 
mutilated. Ho was the leader of the colored people of Texas 
in their efforts to obtain civil and social equality with the 
white population. It is reportod’ that not long before his 
tragic death he got involved in a church dispute. The 
religious quarrel seems to have put the finishing touch to his 
enemies’ brutality. ____

The Mahdi is said to be a distinguished-looking man, with 
a commanding influence over his followers, who believe him 
to be inspired. He is very severo on sins of the flesh, but he 
does not practise what he preaches. Such a holy man is 
allowed some little privileges. He drinks liquid a great deal 
tastier than water, and has a host of wives and concubines, of 
all shapes, sizes, and colors. In time, of course, this will 
bring him to g rie f; and another favorite of heaven will then 
spring up, to go through the same round of audacious im­
posture and personal indulgence.

A negro insisted that his race was mentioned in the Bible. 
He said he heard the preacher read about “  Nigger Demus, 
who wanted to be born again.”
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ME. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, Nov. 27, Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford- 
road, Manchester; at 11, “  Is the Bible a Safe Guido?” ; at 3, 
“  Hell, and the Bishop of Chester ” ; at 6.30, “  Our Father which 
art in Heaven ?”

Dec. 4, Grimsby; 8, Islington; 11 and 18, Hall of Science. 
January 1, Birmingham; 8, Leicester; 15 and 22, Hall of 

Science; 29, Bristol.
February 5, Hull.

T O  O O B R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb. Charles W atts ’ E ngagements.— Nov. 27, Hall of Science, 
London. Dec. 4, Hall of Science; 11, Manchester; 18, 
Birmingham.— A ll communications for Mr. Watts should be 
sent direct to him (with stamped envelope for reply) at 
Baskerville Hall, The Orescent, Birmingham.

W. H. KtNGHAM.— Pleased to hear that one of our friends gave 
you a copy of the Freethinker on Ramsgate Pier. You do 
not know the early writers of your own Church accurately. 
Justin Martyr does not “  mention ’ ’ tho gospel of Matthew, 
or any other gospel.

J. J. Brown.— You seem to us to be chasing w ill-o ’-the-wisps.
W. T. Steele .— Sorry wo cannot find room for it. You will 

have to read a great deal, and spoil much good paper with 
literary efforts, before your productions are up to the level 
of publication. But you are young and can afford to wait.

W. B ir r e l l .— Bronson Keller’s Short History of the Bible is 
published in America, and can be procured through tho 
Truthseoker Company, 28 Lafayotte-place, New York, Price 
50 cents paper, 75 cents cloth.

W. J. Saunders.— Chemists are not able to convert a mineral 
into living matter. Your Thoosophic friend is romancing. 
Madame Blavatsky was no authority on such matters.

W. Gr if f in .— The verse you mention was written by Robert 
Burns. See any complete edition of his poems. We do not 
know what book Mr. Watts was quoting from. Ask him 
yourself. His address is at the head of this column. Read 
Mr. Foote’s Atheism and Morality.

W. B.— Wo do not know any newsagent in Canterbury who 
supplies tho Freethinker. Perhaps some reader can oblige 
you.

W. Mackerell .— Wo cannot say whether the original is copy­
right. Y ou might safely, wo should think, supply a few 
copies to your Freethought friends in the neighborhood. 
Tho previous lettor you rofor to did not reach us.

Federal.— Under Mr. Bradlaugh’s Oaths Act you can claim to 
affirm in any court. You must doclaro that you liavo no 
religious belief, or that the taking of an oath is contrary to 
your religious belief. I f  you find any difficulty sond us full 
particulars.

A . Stan ley .— Roceivod.
Joserhus.— In the phrase “  First Cause ”  tho term is often 

used ambiguously. *• Cause ”  really means, in tho language 
of logic, invariable and unconditional antecedent, and 
applies simply to tho succession of phenomena. A  first 
cause in this senso is unthinkable. In tho othor sense, first 
causo moans the moumenon— whatever it is— underlying 
phenomena. Keep this in view, and always make sure of 
the sense in which tho writer is using the term “  cause.”

E. II. B. Stephenson.— One of tho two pieces was inserted ; 
the other, wo believe we said at tho time, was unsuitable. 
Shall appear.

J ames Horne.— Gambotta did say “  Jo suis ipordu,”  and tho 
literal translation into English is “ I am lo s t” ; but the 
French phrase has no roligious significance. The doctors 
gave Gambotta up, and tho words he uttered to a friend really 
meant “ It is all over with mo, then.”  Infidel Death- 
Beds for a fuller account. It is a groat mistake to suppose 
that French workmen havo no weekly holiday.

R. Sh aw .-—Waiting for room. Mr. Footo lectured at Glasgow 
in Septombor. Ho has receivod no application for another 
date, and does not understand tho complaint.

W. R obson.— See “  Acid Drops.”
A . W h e ele r .— Pleased to hear that Mr. Footo’s lecture at 

Wellington Hall made such a good improssion on your two 
Christian frionds. No wonder they wore astonished at tho 
opposition. Tho course Mr. Footo took was tho only one to 
defeat the enomy’s tactics. Ho saw what was intended and 
acted accordingly. A  raomoutary strain upon himself was 
better than a scone of hopeless disorder, which might have 
prevented tho hall from being let again to the Secular 
Federation. Wo agree with you that steps must bo taken 
to check certain Christian rowdios, and the mattor w ill bo 
dealt with at tho Federation’s next monthly meeting.

II. N icholson.— As you say, tho only possiblo answer to a 
fellow  like Bailey is a thrashing. But that is undignified, 
and would bo really paying tho blackguard too much honor. 
The host thing is to leave him severely alone. For our part, 
wo can afford to despiso his statement that we “  whined and 
shrieked for mercy ”  before J ustice North. It is so opposite 
to the truth that it only provokes laughter. What we said

to Justice North, on receiving his sentence of twelve months’ 
imprisonment, was simply this— “  Thank you, my lord, the 
sentence is worthy of your creed.”  For the rest, we are 
decidedly of opinion that Christians who applaud a fellow 
like Bailey are not worth a moment’s trouble.

E. H. C. 0 .— The verses are somewhat defective in workman­
ship. We like your prose better.

S. Greenhorn .— Thanks. See paragraph.
W. L. Prosser.— Probably tho editor won’t insert it. If he 

does, send us a copy.
J. W. W ittering .— Subjects sent. Be sure you forward us a 

biH.
A n ti-H umbug.— The story in Vanity Fair is certainly broad. 

W e  shouldn’t like to print it, but “  respectable ”  papers have 
greater licence.

W. K .— The Balls Pond Branch had tho dice loaded against it 
at that place. Secular work will still be carried on in the 
district.

L. W. W il l is .— See Matthew viii. 21, 22 ; xis. 29 ; Luke xiv. 23. 
We really cannot answer such questions by post. You should 
obtain a copy of our Bible Handbook— the Freethinker’s 
Concordance.

W. Bradburn .— Thanks for your efforts to promote our circu­
lation. The Encyclopcedia Britannica is a good authority. 
Its articles are written by the leading men in science, art, 
and literature. We cannot tell you if your newsagent is 
boycotting the Freethinker. Ask him yourself.

W . W h itch er .— The London Secular Federation would be 
happy to carry on an active propaganda in every part of 
London if the London Freethinkers would only supply tho 
means. Certainly it should not neglect Hackney. Can you 
tell us what hall is available there for such lectures ?

W . A dams, who advertises on our last page, is an old friend of 
Charles Bradlaugh’s. Many years ago his name was often to 
bo seen in the Freethought press. W o are no authority on 
watch-makiDg, and do not intend to puff any tradesman’s 
goods ; but we are quito suro of Mr. Adams’s honesty, and 
certain that he would always try to do j ustice to his customers.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Papers Received.—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator- 
Open Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel 
— Liberty—Liberator— Progressive Thinker—Flaming Sword 
—Secular Thought— Modern Thought—Twentieth Century— 
Fur Unsore Jugend—Freethinker’s Magazine—Truthseeker 
— Western Figaro—Clarion—Church Reformer— Ironclad 
Age—Independent Pulpit—La Vérité Philosophique— Echo 
— Watts’s Literary Guide—Freedom—Cosmopolitan—Star— 
Consett Guardian— Newcastle Evening Chronicle— Hackney 
and Kingsland Gazette—Newcastle Daily Leader—Newcastle 
Daily Chronicle—Freothought Messenger—Bolton Weekly 
Guardian—San Francisco Call.

L ite ra r y  communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Olerkenwcll-green, London, E.O. A ll business communi­
cations to Mr. It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Scale op A dvertisem ents .— Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :— 
Ono inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £ l  10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

I t being contrary to Post-otfico regulations to announce on the 
wrappor when tho subscription is due, subscribers w ill 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub­
scription expires.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is dosired in the current issue. Otherwise tho reply 
stands over till tho following week.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
The foggy weather on Sunday evening did not prevent a 

good audience from assembling at the London Hall of 
Science. Mr. Rowney occupied the chair, and gave out 
the notices with excellent emphasis. Mr. Foote’s lecture 
was very warmly applauded. To-day (Nov. 27) the platform 
is occupied, morning and evening, by Mr. Charles Watts. 
No doubt he will have good audionces and a hearty welcome.

Judging from the sale of tickets up to the present, there 
will be a large gathering at the annual London Freethinkers’ 
Ball, which takes place next Wednesday (Nov. 30) at the 
Hall of Science. Miss Vance and Mr. Ward have arranged 
for a capital entertainment in the minor hall, to begin punc­
tually at 8.45. Dancing will go on in the large hall. During 
the evening brief addresses will be delivered by Messrs. 
G. W. Foote and Charles Watts. Those who attend will 
have every opportunity of spending an enjoyable evening, and 
they will also help tho London Secular Federation in carry­
ing the light of Freethought into the more benighted parts 
of the metropolis.
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There should be a good and rapid sale of the National 
Secular Society’s Almanack for 1893. It is the Society’s 
property, and all the profit realised will be spent on Secular 
work. The articles are written by a goodly list of leading 
Freethinkers, and should prove very interesting. A new 
feature is the portraits of the Organisation Committee. Mrs. 
Louisa Samson kindly offered to do half a dozen or so for 
reproduction by the photo-zinco process. How to select was 
a difficulty. At last the president-editor decided to have a 
definite circle— the Organisation Committee. Next year 
there will probably be a circle of the contributors worked in 
at the head of their articles.

Mrs. Samson had to draw the portraits rather hastily, 
through the pressure of other work. Some of them, however, 
are done extremely well. Those who receive least justice are 
W. H Reynolds and G. Standring. Mr. Reynolds has greater 
breadth of head and face than is indicated. Mr. Standring 
supplied Mrs. Samson with a photo, taken when ho was not 
in good health, and the indisposition is reflected in the 
portrait. We assure our provincial friends that his habitual 
expression is one of greater geniality.

The London Secular Federation’s course of Free Lectures 
at Islington opened well on Thursday, November 17. 
Wellington Hall was well filled, and Mr. Foote’s discourse on 
“ Why I Cannot be a Christian”  was listened to with deep 
attention. Mr. A. Guest took the chair and made an earnest 
appeal on behalf of the Federation. The collection was an 
unusually good one. Unhappily the discussion was far from 
excellent. Several Christians opposed, but only one spoke 
like a gentleman. One well-known brawler, aided by a few 
of his friends, did his utmost to create disorder. They were 
not as successful as they evidently intended, however, and 
the meeting broke up after ten o’clock without confusion.

Mr. Touzeau Parris follows Mr. Foote in this course, and is 
in turn to bo followed by Mrs. Thornton Smith. We hope 
they will have good meetings. No doubt the local Free­
thinkers will see that they are properly supported. Mr. Foote 
winds up the course with a lecture on “  Why I am an Atheist.”  
One good Christian has promised to come and “  send him
flying.”  _____

After Mrs. Smith’s lecture at Wellington Hall on Dec. 1, 
a meeting will be held of persons intending to join the 
proposed Islington Branch. Local Freethinkers are requested 
to attend.

Mr. Charles Watts had three capital audiences at Sheffield 
last Sunday, the largest he has ever had in the local Hall of 
Science. Friends attended from the surrounding districts, 
and two gentlemen came from York to hear the lectures.

Mr. Touzeau Parris lectures next Sunday evening (Dec. 4) at 
the Battersea Secular Hall. There are few Sunday lectures 
in the West End, and Mr. Parris should have a crowded house.

Mr. Cohen lectures for the first time at Birmingham on 
Sunday. His subjects are attractive, and should draw good 
audiences.

The Melbourne Liberator begins to give a full report of a 
four nights’ debate between Messrs. Symes and Selby on the 
questions “  Is Christian Theism More Rational than Atheistic 
Secularism ?” and “  Is the New Testament Jesus a Myth ?" 
Mr. Symes has since gone on a lecturing tour to Adelaide.

Since the death of D. M. Bennett, the Truthseekcr (New 
York) has been under the ablo editorial management of 
Mr. E. M. Macdonald. The business management devolved 
upon Mr. C. P. Somerby. This gentleman, however, has 
just retired, and Mr. Macdonald undertakes the double duty. 
We wish him strength to bear it.

Mr. Israel Zangwill, author of The Bow Mystery, is adapt­
ing Gutzkow’s German play, Uriel <VAcosta into English for 
production at the Haymarket. Uriel d’Acosta was a real 
character of the early sixteenth century. The son of a 
Portuguese Christianised Jew, he was brought up as a 
Christian, but on reaching maturity rejected faith in the 
carpenter’s wife’s son. lie  went to Holland, where he 
published a work criticising both Moses and Jesus. For this

he was excommunicated by the synagogue, and fined and 
imprisoned by the Christian authorities and his work sup­
pressed. He suffered so much persecution at the hands of 
the Jews that, after many years, he made his submission on 
the false assurance that he would be let off cheaply. He 
was, however, lashed in the synagogue, and had to lie down 
at the door where all who passed out went over him. At 
length, in despair, and probably in contrition for his recanta­
tion, he committed suicide. ____

At Berne, M. Steck, the newly-elected Socialist deputy to 
the Grand Bernese Council, refused to take the oath. On 
the question being put to the House, it was decided by 136 
against 40, that Steck should not be allowed to take his seat. 
The new deputy thereupon announced that he would apply to 
the Federal authorities, claiming his seat, and basing his 
claim upon Article 40 of the Federal Constitution, by which 
it is declared that it is not permissible to impose a religious 
test upon any citizen. ____

The Welsh members are determined that the question of 
Disestablishment in Wales shall come forward next session. 
Even the Conservatives are said to wish the question disposed 
of, as they have no chance until something fresh is on the 
carpet.

THE PRODIGAL’S RETURN.

The parable of the Prodigal Son is the most tender and 
humane of all scriptural stories. It has that touch of human 
love and forgiveness which comes home to all hearts, and 
which is so sadly deficient in the mass of the Bible. It is, 
however, in blank opposition to orthodox Christianity. The 
father, who in the parable represents God, wants no atone­
ment from his sinning son; says nothing of the need of 
religion or reliance on anyone’s merit or anyone’s b lood ; 
never thinks of temporal, still less of eternal, punishment for 
his sins ; but, “  when he was a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck and 
kissed him.”  That is beautiful. That will for ever stir the 
hearts of fathers, mothers, and sinning sons. Though the 
elder brother grumbles, the picture of the feast at the son’s 
return is a pleasant conclusion to a touching little story. But, 
as closing the last volume of a novel, with the marriage bells 
pealing over the at last united hero and heroine, the cynical 
philosopher sometimes wonders how it will be with them a 
dozen years hence, when, perhaps, they have more children 
than they can do justice to ; so one wonders how affairs went 
on with the prodigal after the feast was over. An orthodox 
friend, who evidently resents the features of the story to 
which I have alluded, pretends to have discovered in an old 
volume of the Jerusalem Chronicles a continuation of the 
narrative. It runs as follows :

The prodigal was melted by his father’s affection, and 
felt at first that a life’s devotion could never repay his 
kindness. But one cannot live for ever in the fever 
heat of emotion ; and as his nature cooled it ran 
into the old grooves. Improvidence, love of pleasure, 
and proneness to rambling ran in his blood. On trying his 
hand at farm work, the sense of his own incompetence was 
soon succeeded by disgust for the occupation. Sowing wild 
oats had unfitted him for the monotonous drudgery of tilling 
the ground. Nor could he avoid the reflection that he 
had had a high old time. Then came the thought that 
one at least of his harlots may have loved him. Salome 
had been very loving and alluring. Had she been carried 
off by the famine ? Was it not selfish in him to be in 
prosperity without a thought of her ? Ilis brother’s diligence 
and frowns shamed him. His father’s goodness shamed 
him still more. After the husks that the swine did eat, 
the fatted calf was too rich a change for his stomach, 
and in a day or two he sickened at the sight of cold fat 
veal. Life at home, in short, became intolerable, and the 
first week was not finished when ho told his father that 
he felt it his duty to go and seek Salome. He wont off 
with many promises, the rich robe, his father’s best ring 
and a pocket full of gold pieces, and was never seen 
more. But this was not the worst. The elder brother, 
the mainstay of tho house, dissatisfied that so much should 
be bestowed upon the prodigal son who had already wasted 
in riotous living his fair share of the patrimony, thought
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if this scoundrel, when reduced to husks, has but to swallow 
a petty leek to share better than myself, why should not 
I, too, see something of the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world ? He had done more than his share of the 
work, why should his brother not take his turn ? On the 
very morn of that brother’s departure, he left a message 
to his father that he had long needed a change, and had 
gone to town to find it. Pestilence there followed on the 
heels of famine, and he too was never heard of more. The 
father was left to moan “  Behold my house is left unto me 
desolate.”  L u c ia n  us.

OH, WHAT MUST IT BE TO BE THEBE!

W hen old Gabriel sounds his bugle for the “  gathering of 
the clans,”

I’ ll spread my wings and soar aloft, high o’er the chimney 
cans;

And no doubt I ’ll see some old familiar faces on my way, 
Eesuscitated for their trial upon this Judgment Day.
What a strange admixture it will be— the lowly and the meek 
Going up with those who went around the world upon their 

“  cheek ” ;
Charley Peace, Lefroy, and Wainwright I suppose will all 

be there,
And that dainty brace of charming lady-killers, Burke and 

H are;
Mrs. Maybrick, Catherine Webster, Jessie King and Thomas 

Barr,
Will render sweet selections on their heavenly guitar.
Doctor Pritchard, Doctor Palmer, Doctoi Lamson, Doctor Cross, 
And the Inquisition monsters, who slew people by the gross; 
Mrs. Pearcy, Jack the Ripper, Barber Fish and Storey too, 
With Laurie and Mrs. Flannagan among the murd’rous crew ; 
The Phoonix Park assassins, tell-tale Carey, and the rest,
Will be with scabby Lazarus, on old Abraham’s hairy chest; 
Guiteau, who murdered Garfield, will be there in robes of 

white,
And when yelping out Hosanna he will be a comely s ig h t ; 
Three-fingered Jack, the Mannings, Dick Turpin and Tom King, 
Will swell the heavenly chorus till they make the welkin ring . 
The Glasgow Bank directors will be there, you may be sure, 
And all the swinish breed who while on earth betrayod the 

poor,
Who never missed the slightest chance to stuff their yawning 

fobs,
Regardless of the orphan’s tears and helpless widow's sobs; 
Deeming the Rainhill Octopus, Neill Cream and 8weeny Todd, 
Will emulate the Trinity around the throne of God.
All these, with countless others who, imbued with fiendish 

rage,
With the life-blood of their fellow man ensanguined history’s 

page.
I could not stand such company, so I ’ll skip from heaven 

pell-moll,
And tako up eternal quarters with tho decent folk in hell.

Noaii Lot.

ORIGIN OF THE RAINBOW.

The Bible explanation of the rainbow, that it was set in 
tho sky by Jehovah as a reminder : in his own words, “ That 
I may remember the everlasting covenant,”  not to again 
destroy all flesh (Gen. ix. 15), is neither very creditable to 
God nor credible to science. The Turks have a story far 
more poetical and pleasant. They call the rainbow “  the 
girdle of Allah.”  The s u d  is the eye of God and heaven his 
body. The story, as told by Friedrich Bodenstedt in his 
■Morning Land, or Thousand and One Days in the East, 
tells how all day long Allah looks down and beholds the 
foolish doiDgs of men on earth. He sees how the pious 
refrain from wine in the illusion of pleasing him ; how the 
saints practise mortifications in tho vain expectation that he 
likes it ; he continually hears the discordant prayers and 
petitions of all sects, each seeking their own advantage while 
vainly pretending to serve him. But Allah is too wise to 
spoil his eternal life with indignation at human pettiness or 
chagrin at human stupidity. He laughs at everything ; and 
sometimes, when he can hold out no longer, ho clasps the 
seven-colored girdle round his body, so as not to burst, with 
laughing at the follies of mankind.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E ,
THE THIR3K ACCIDENT AND TBE EFFICACY OF 

PRAYER.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— In your issue of Nov. 13, I observed amongst 
“  Acid Drops ”  a particularly sour looking one regarding “  a 
young gentleman of Darlington, almost an Atheist,”  upon 
whom the providence of God had been resting so heavily, 
that it prevented him from entering the ill-fated train. This, 
as remarked, may be a story of fancy]; will you now allow me 
to present to your readers a story of fact. Amongst those 
travellers who passed beyond that bourne from which they 
shall never return, were a Mr. and Miss M’Culloch, and 
a little niece from Vale of Leven, Scotland. As it was 
known in the village that they were going on a somewhat 
protracted journey, the Sunday previous to so doing prayers 
were put up publicly in the kirk (of which they were 
members), that “  God would carry them in health and safety 
to their journey’s end.”  And the answer given was, the 
roasted little body of the child, recognisable only by a small 
silver coin twined around her neck, clasping within her 
wee hands the burned remains of her little doll ; the 
bruised and mangled body of her aunt (Miss M’Culloch), and 
the battered, almost senseless, but living body of her uncle, 
(Mr. M’Culloch). Candidly, sir, could the Devil (presuming 
he is as black as Christian brushes have painted him) have 
returned such an awful mockery of an answer ?

I cannot, and need not say anything further. The efficacy 
of prayer in its absurdity seems infinite, and believers 
therein hopelessly illogical.— Yours, etc.,

Glasgow, Nov. 20, 1892. A. S.

EXPOUNDING SCRIPTURE.

In a village in one of the smaller states of Germany there 
lives a parson and a clerk who had often quarrelled about 
some trivial matters relating to church affairs. In the midst 
of these petty broils the parson wished to introduce something 
new in the order of service, to which the clerk objected, on 
the ground that it had never been so and never should be, if 
he could prevent it. Long and heated discussions followed, 
in which the clerk, not being so well educated as the parsoD, 
was generally ignominiously defeated, his sole argument being 
that it never had been so.

On a subsequent Sunday morning the minister chose as his 
text, “  Whosoever shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn to 
him the other also.”  When he had concluded a very eloquent 
discourse on this subject, he brought tho sorvice to a close 
and proceeded on his way home. The clerk, whose routo lay 
also in the same direction, took a short cut across the fields, 
and thus met his old adversary the clergyman. Thinking 
that the opportunity had at last arrived for avenging past 
injuries, he confronted the parson, saying:

“  Let us seo if you can practise as well as you can preach.”  
Ho then gave the parson a smart blow on the right cheek.

The clergyman, determined to act on his text rather than 
allow the clerk to deride and sneer at him, so ho offered him 
the loft cheek, upon which tho clerk, thinking the parson 
thoroughly cowed, promptly administered a heavier blow than 
before.

“ Now,”  said the parson, who was a man of rather largo 
dimensions, “ there is another text which runs thus— ‘ For 
with the samo measure ye mete withal it shall bo measured to 
you again ;’ ”  and, suiting the action to the words, he gave 
the clerk such a sound thrashing as he had never before 
received in his life, and never wished to receive again.

The squire of the parish happening to pass in his carriage, 
and desirous of knowing the cause of the scuffle, sent his 
footman to ascertain what it was about.

The footman quickly returned, and, touching his hat, said :
“  Oh, sir, it is only the parson and the clerk expounding 

Scripture to one another.”

MARRIAGE.
Smith— Cjiaunev,— On the 12th inst., at Brixton, Mr. 0. E. 

Smith, a member of Lamboth Branch N.S.S., to Nelly, 
daughter of the late Edwin Chadney, of Camberwell.
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B O O K  C H A T .

The Bolton Weekly Guardian, in a leader devoted to Mr- 
Conway’s Life of Paine, says : “  On all lovers of liberty Tom 
Paine has claims for gratitude, as Mr. Conway unmistakably 
shows, and in thus bringing clearer light to bear upon his 
character, his biographer has done great service, not only to 
the memory of Paine, but to the cause of truth and political 
liberty.”  The Daily News, in a short notice of the same 
work, calls it “  a useful and valuable contribution to the 
history of the latter part of the last century.”

* • #
The Memories of Dean Hole, among its anecdotes, mentions 

a church hymn which was growled out thus :
0  turn my pi— 0  turn my p i—0  turn my pious soul to thee. 
This was nearly as good as the famous
0  send down Sal— 0  send down Sal— Salvation from on high. 

* * *
The writers on the Clarion are a lively set who mingle

high humanitarian aims with their frivolity. The frontispiece 
to the Clarion Christmas Number which depicts some school­
boys snowballing Bumble, may be said to illustrate them, 
as the number throughout does, in their lighter aspect. 
Wilson Barrett, Edward Carpenter, James Bailey, William 
Wade, The Bounder, Dangle, Quinbus Flestrin, Nunquam, 
and Mont Blong, make up a piquant sixpenny Christmas 
feast of smart writing, spiritedly illustrated, by W. Palmer, 
Slawkenbergius, and other artists.

* * *
Theosophy and the Society of Jesus, by Annie Besant, F.T.S., 

is a slight eight-page tract, which tells us that the Jesuits. 
“  sitting in a circle, concentrate on a particular person and 
» will ’ him or her into an agreed-on line of action,”  and 
that a small group “  attend a lecture given by any well- 
known and dangerous speaker, and endeavor to hypnotise 
him or her sufficiently to confuse, or at least weaken the 
argument.”  We believe their methods are more common­
place and more effective. We are surprised that Mrs. Besant 
should quote against the Jesuits the Monita Secreta. That 
work is now generally allowed to be not an adopted book of 
instruction, but a skit upon the order written by an enemy.

• • •
A Paris house is abont to issue a new volume of hitherto

unpublished letters by Heinrich Heine. In one of them he 
speaks of his wife as “  music transformed into woman.”

»  *  *

Pernicious Parodies is the title of a neat brochure by P. II. 
Echlin, published by A. Hemingway, 25 Higher Chatham- 
street, Manchester, at one shilling. The parodies are all in 
the metre of Sankey’s hymns. They will hardly be sung at 
Moody’s meetings.

* • *
“  Agnostic ”  issues a brief reply to a published lecture on 

Is there a God ? by the Rev. J. M. Logan, of Bristol. The 
writer conceals his identity for personal reasons, but he is 
obviously better versed in science than the reverend gentle­
men. Mr. Logan argues that if matter were infinite it would 
be one solid block. lie  supposes that the possibility of 
movement shows that matter is finite. '• Agnostic ”  easily 
replies to this astonishing argument. Just as a few marbles 
will move in a bottle otherwise full of water, so solid matter 
will move in an elastic medium like ether. The pamphlet 
contains other shrewd replies to Mr. Logan, and ends by 
remarking that, as a Chirstian minister, he should defend the 
God of the Bible.

*  •  *

Dr. Charcot, the famous French pathologist, will contri­
bute an article on “  Faith-healing ”  to the December number 
of the New Review. We shall give our readers some account 
of it in an early issue.

MUSLIM AND CHRISTIAN HEAVEN AND HELL.
The Turks tell their people of a Heaven where there is 

sensible pleasure, but of a Ilell where they shall suffer 
they do not know what. The Christians quite invert this 
order ; they tell us of a Hell where we shall feel sensible 
pain, but of a Heaven where we shall enjoy wo cannot 
tell what.— Selden’s ,l Table Talk."

THE PRAYER OF THE PAMPERED PESSIMIST.

L obd, I cuss my daily cuss,
I don’t believe things could be wuss ;
For, if they could, 0  Lord, I know 
They would have been so long ago.

Oar life is but a living death :
Champagne bills take away one’s breath.
W e’re corpses grinning in a row 
First-class hotels do bleed us so.

Our days are but an idiot’s dreams,
Where nothing is, but only seems ;
Where good Havanas cost a quarter,
Twenty a hundred, nothing shorter.

0  thou that hearest prayer, ’tis said,
Give me this day my daily bread;
But if I don’t get turkey too,
I’ll cuss things wuss than now I do.

H aeey L yman K oopman (in Liberty).

MISTAKEN FOR A PARSON.

There is a good story told of the elder Compton, the comedian. 
He had been to a party. Next day, on his way home, he 
stopped at a village inn and ordered dinner. He wore a long 
black coat over a dress suit, and having also a white necktie 
on, the landlord mistook him for a clergyman. “  There is a 
meeting of the clergy here to-day, sir, and they are about to 
dine ; I ’m sure the dean would be glad to have you join 
them.”  “  Thank you,”  said Compton, who was very hungry, 
“ I shall be glad.”  “ I will take in your card,”  said the 
landlord. “  I have no card,”  replied Compton ; “  you can 
say, ‘ The Rev. Mr. Paine, who is passing through the town.’ ”  
The dean said they would be very glad to give a strange 
brother a seat at the table. The “  Rev. Mr. Paine ”  appeared, 
and the dean, with courtesy, placed him at his right hand, 
and asked him to say grace. Compton felt a cold thrill run 
through him, but with perfect presence of mind recalled the 
opening portion of the Church service, and hit upon the very 
words for his purpose. In his rich, melodious voice, he said, 
“  0  Lord, open thou our lips, and our mouths shall show 
forth thy praise.”

THE POOR SHEPHERD.

When hungry wolves had trespassed on the fold, 
And tho robbed shepherd his sad story told,
“  Call in Alcides,”  said a crafty priest,
“  Give him one half, and he’ll secure the rest.”  
“ No,”  said the shepherd ; "  if tho Fates decree 
By ravaging my flock to ruin me,
To their commands I willingly resign,
Power is their character, and patience mine ; 
Though ; troth, to me there seems but little odds 
Who prove the greatest robbers— wolves or gods.

— M a tth ew  P eioe ,

IMMORTALITY.
. Nothing in this world is perpetual ; everything, however 
seemingly firm, is in continual flux and change. Tho world 
itself gives symptoms of frailty and dissolution. How contrary 
to analogy, therefore to imagine, that one singlo form, seeming 
the frailest of any, and subject to tho greatest disorders is 
immortal and indissoluble. What a daring theory is that ! 
How lightly, not to say how rashly, entertained ! How to 
dispose of the infinite number of posthumous existences ought 
also to embarrass tho religious theory. Evory planet, in every 
solar system, wo are at liberty to imagine peopled with intel­
ligent mortal beings. At least we can fix on no other supposi­
tion. For these, then, a new universe must, every generation, 
bo created beyond tho bounds of tho present universe ; or 
one must have been created at first, so prodigiously made 
as to admit of this continual influx of beings. Ought such bold 
suppositions to be received by any philosophy ; and that 
merely on tho pretext of a baro possibility.— David Hume, 
“  O f the Immortality of the Soul,” Works, vol, f  p. JjO>h 18Ÿ5.
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P R O F A N E  J O K E S .
Little Dot— “  Mamma, what’s this cake called angel 

cake for ? ”  Mamma (meaningly)— “  Because little girls 
who eat too much of it become angels.”  “  Don’t angels 
get this ,kind of cake to eat ? ”  “  No ; angels never get 
anything to eat.”  “  Then I dess I don’t want to be a 
angel.”

“ Well, Johnny,” said the Sunday-school teacher to one 
of her little pupils, “  I understand there’s a new baby 
at your house. What do they call it ? ”  “  Why,”  said 
Johnny, with childish frankness, “  mamma calls it a little 
angel, but this morning papa called it a darned nuisance.”

A  mother was giving her little boy a lesson on the 
creation, and, after describing the darkness which covered 
everything, she said— "  God first made light.”  “  Light 
that you see by ? ”  inquired the youngster. “ Yes.” “ Well, 
where did he get his matches ? ”

"  Mamma, what did you pray for ? ”  said the little five- 
year-old son of a Brighton man. “  Why, for papa and 
mamma, and for God to make you a good boy,” she replied. 
“ Well, that’s just what I ’ ve been praying for too,”  said 
the young philosopher, “ and if you are going to keep 
on I may as well stop.”

It was a colored preacher who said to his flock: “ We 
have a collection to make this morning, and for de glory 
of heaven whichever one stole Mr. Jones’ turkeys las’ 
Thanksgivin’ don't put anything on the plate.”  The result 
was that every blessed nigger in the church came down 
with the shekels.

A  preacher, of the Celestine type, addressed his flock 
with great earnestness on the subject of miracles as follows : 
“  My beloved friends, de greatest of all miracles was ’ bout de 
loaves and de fishes. Dere was five thousand loaves and two 
thousand fishes, and de twelve ’postles had to eat dem 
all. De miracle is dey didn’ t bust 1 ”

“ What makes people, mamma?”
“ You are too young to understand1”
“ Why can’t you tell me ?”
“ Your Sunday-school teacher tells you that God made you, 

doesn’ t she ?”
“  Yes ! Can wo see G od!”
“  No ! He is a spirit.”
“  You can buy spirit, can’t you ?”
“  Not that kind.”
“  Is God a ho or a sho ?”
"  Don’t ask such questions.”
"  Did God make himself, mamma ?”
"  I guess so.”
"  How could he when he hasn’t any arms ?” etc., etc.

Camberwell—61 New Ohurch-road, 8.E.: 11, debating class, 
Andrew laddie, “ Is the Christ of the Gospels an Historical 
Character?” ; 7.30, W. Heaford, “ A  Substitute for Chri tianity.’ ’ 

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.O.: 11.15, Charles Watts, 
“  Cromwell and the Commonwealth ”  (free); 6.30, musical selec- 
tions; 7, Charles Watts, -‘ Theosophy: from a Secular Stand­
point ”  (3d., 6d., and I s ) Wednesday at 8.30, ball, dramatic 
sketches and music, in aid of London Secular Federation (Is.)

Islington— Wellington Hall, Almeida-street, Upper-street; 
Thursday at 8, Mrs. Thornton Smith, “ Creation Stories, Old and 
N ew ”  (free).

Milton Hall, Hawley-crescent, Kentish Town-road, N.W .: 7.30, 
Stanley Jones, “ Is Genesis in Conflict with Science?” 

Walthamstow—Workmen’s Hall, High-street; Thursday at 8, 
C. James, “  Immortality—Does Man Survive Death ?” (free).

West London Ethical Society, Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly: 11.15, 
Stanton Coit, Ph.D., “ Kenan, the Sophist” ; preceded by instra 
mental music.

Open-air Propaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, C. J. Hunt, “ The Uselessness of 

Prayer.”
COUNTRY.

Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Hall No. 4, upstairs): 
6.30, W. S. Rennie, “ The Character and Career of Jesus Christ.”  

Belfast—Crown Chambers, 64 Royal Avenue, Belfast: 7, R. 
Carroll, “ Agnosticism and Christianity.”

Birmingham—Baskerviile Hall, Orescent, Cambridge-street: 
C. Cohen, 11, “  Evolution v. Special Creation ’ ’ ; 7, «  Christianity 
and Morality.”

Blackburn—Spinners’ Institute, Peter-street: Greevz Fisher, 
3, “  Will Atheis s go to Hellp” ; 6.30, “ Is Blasphemy W rong?” 

Bradford—Unity Lodge Rooms, 65 Sunbridge-road: 6.30, Robert 
Law, F.G.S., “  Wonders of Geology.”

Bristol—Shepherd’s Hall, Old Market-street: 2.30,a meeting. 
Glasgow — Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-itreet: 12, dis­

cussion class, T. Robertson, «  Some Aspects of the Social Ques­
tion ” ; 6.30, social meeting (6d )

Glasgow—St. Rollox Eclectic Society, Toynbee Hall, Parson- 
street : Tuesday at 8, G. Faulkner, “  Christianity and Slavery."

Leeds—Crampion’s Temperance Hotel, Briggate: 7, T. McGuire, 
“ Trade Depressions.”

Liverpool — Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street: 11, Tontine 
Society; 2.45, Hebrew class; 3.30, philosophy class; 7, Mr. Doeg, 
“  Man, Nature, and God—a Criticism of Baring Gould's Religious 
Relitf."

Manchester N.8.S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : G. W. Foote, 11, “ Is the Bible a Safe Guide?” ; 3, 
“  Hell, and the Bishop of Chester ” ; 6.30, “  Our Father which art 
in Heaven.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street,: 3, monthly 
meeting; 7, G. Storey, “ Christianity and Secularism: from a 
Christian Standpoint.”

Plymouth— 100 Cnion-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea: 

3, mutual improvement class, Mr. Vincent, “ Materialism” ; 6, 
committee meeting; 7, Mr. Armsden.

Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: 7, Thomas Gar- 
butt, “  A  Reply to Celestine Edwards’ Christianity.”

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street: 
7, business meeting ; 7.30, Mr. Bowe, “  Did Christ Rise from the 
Dead ?”

Sunderland — Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street: 7, W. R. 
Btaniell will lecture.

Wolverhampton—Athenaoum Aisembly Room, Queen.street: 
3, see Saturday night’s Express and Star; 7, J. Davidson will 
lecture.

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N T S.

EPITAPH ON AN UNBELIEVER.
T ouzeau P arris, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 

London, W.—Nov. 24, Wellington Hall, Islington. Dec. 4, Bat­
tersea.

The following lines are given by Mr. B. F. Underwood as 
composed by Dr. Crawford, of St. Charles, Illinois, for his 
father’s epitaph :

A  man was he, whate’er his faults might be,
W ho worshipped Justice— adored Humanity :
The World his country— all mankind his kin,
His love included all who dwelt therein.
How to live right with steadfast aim he tried,
And reck’d but little in what mood he died.

H. S nell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—Nov. 27, Libra Hall.' Dec. 
4, Portsmouth ; 11, Camberwell; 18,Libra Hall.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.
—Dec. 6, Bermondsey Institute; 18, New Brompton.

O. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W .—. 
Nov. 24, Walthamstow; 27, m., Battersea. Dec. 4, Edmonton ; 
22, Walthamstow. Jan. 1, m., Battersea.

C. Coiien, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E. — Nov. 
25, Battersea; 27, Birmingham. Dec. 4, m., Battersea; e., 
Camberwell; 8, Walthamstow; 11, Libra Hall; 18, Edmonton.

S U N D A Y  M E E T IN G S .

[Nolicei of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “  Lecture Notice,”  if  not sent on post.card.] 

Secretaries may send in a month’s list of lectures in advance.
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 
musical and dramatic entertainment and dancing (free). Tues­
day at 8, social gathering. Wednesday at 8, dramatic class. 
Friday at 8, a lecture.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road: 7.30, 
H. Snell will lecture (free). Monday at 9, C. Cohen’s science class 
(geology). Wednesday at 9, C. Cohen’s class on “  Spencer’s Ethics.’ ’ 
Thursday at 8.30, debate, “  France 1790—England 1890,” opened 
by H. Snell (free). Saturday at 8.30, free concert and dance.

8. H. A lison, 52 Vassall-road,Brixton, S.W.—Jan. 1,Chatham; 
29, Camberwell.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. — Nov. 27, 
Milton Hail. Dec. 4, Sunderland; 18, South Shields; 25, 
Edinburgh. Jan. 1, Aberdeen; 8, Glasgow.

J. G reetz-F isiier, 78 Harrogate-road, Leeds.—Nov. 27, Black­
burn. Jan. 15, Shipley.

PO SITIV ISM .
“ Reorganisation, without God or King, by the Systematic 

Worship of Humanity.”  Newcastle-on-Tyne, Church of Humanity, 
St. Mary’s-place. Service and addresses on Positivism every 
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.
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REMNANTS.
T o clear a lot of Remnants, varying in length from 5 to 20 
yards, I will cut them up into Dress Lengths, and send, carriage 
paid, three Dress Lengths, all different, for 18s. Every parcel 
will be well worth double the money. I  will give 20s. back to 
the purchaser of every parcel that is returned through not 
giving satisfaction. I  cannot send patterns of the above.

Gentlemen’s Mackintoshes to Measure.

The person who sends the largest amount in orders for die 
Bruno Cloth (price 10s. 6d. per dress length) between Nov. 1 
and Dec. 31 will be presented with a Bronze Bust of Mr. Brad- 
laugli, as advertised at £5 10s., and all the remainder who send 
for ten dress lengths or moro will receive one in Plaster, as 
advertised at 9s. 9d.

Autumn and Winter Patterns on approval, Post Free.

J .  W . GOTT, 2 UNION S T ., BRADFORD.

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
B ible M obality : Its Teachings Shown to  be Contradictory and 

Defective as an Ethical Code.
A  mass of most damaging facts, compiled in a graphic and interesting 

style. Admirably suited for wide circulation. Just out. Third anil 
revised edition, price 3d.
Secularism; D estructive and Constructive. 24pp., 31.
T iie T eaciiinos ok Secularism Compared with Orthodox Chris­

tianity. 96pp., Is,
Secularism : Is it F ounded on R eason, and is it Sufficient 

to Meet the Needs of Mankind ?
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax “ Evening Mail ” and Charles 

Watts. With Prefatory Letters by George Jacob Holyoakc and Colonel 
Ingersoll and an Introduction by Helen H. Gardner. 00 pp., Is.
T he Superstition of the Christian Sunday: A I’ lca for Liberty 

and Justice. 24pp., 3d.
E volution and Special Creation. 24pp., 3d.
T he Glory of U nbelief. New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 

24pp., 3d.
T heological Presumption : An Open Letter to the Rev. Dr. It. F. 

Burns, of Halifax, N.S.
In this letter the following subjects are dealt with—1. Why do the 

Clergy Avoid Debate ? 2. The position of Agnosticism Towards
Christianity. .'! Freethought and Men of Science. 4. The Difference 
between Facts and Opinions, u. Christ and Heroism. 0. Christianity 
and Slavery. 1C pp. 2d.
S aints and Sinners— W hich ? 24 pp., 3d.
Christianity: its Origin, N ature, and I nfluence. 32pp., 4d. 
Science and the B ible : Wherein they Differ. 32 pp., 4d. 
Nature and the Sufkknatukal; or, Belief and Knowledge. 

24 pp., 3d.
A gnosticism and Christian T heism : Which is the More Reason- 

able ? 24 pp., 3d.
Christianity: D efective and U nnecessary. By Kate Eunice 

Watts. 24 pp., 3d.
Contents.— 1. Why is Christianity Believed ? 2. “ Our Father which 

art in Heaven.” 3. The Fall and the Atonement. 4. The Basis and 
Incentive of Orthodox Christianity. 6. Christianity Not a Necessity to 
Mankind.
A  R eply to F ather L ambert’ s “ T actics of I nfidels.”  6d. 
A theism and the Horrors of tii F rncii R evsluiton 24 pp , 31. 

London : Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C. ;
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

INGERSOLL, ROBERT G.
Some Mistakes o f Moses. Tho only complete edition 

in England. Accurate as Golenso, and fascinating 
as a novel. 132pp. ... ... ... ... 1 0

Defence o f Freethought. A five hours’ speech at the
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy ... ... 0 6

E eply  to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M. Wheeler 0 4
Rom e or R eason? A Roply to Cardinal Manning ... 0 4
Crimes against Crim inals .. ... ... 0 3
Oration on W a lt W hitm an ... ... ... 0 3
H u m an ity ’s Debt to  Thom as Paine ... ... o 2
True R elig ion  ... ... ... ... ... 0 2
The Three Philanthropists ... . ..  ... 0 2
L ove the Redeemer ... ... ... ... 0 2
W h y  am. I  an A gn ostic  ? Parts I. and II., each ... 0 2 
God and the State ... ... ... ... 0 2
Paine the Pioneer ... ... ... ... o 2
F aith  and Fact. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field ... ... 0 2
God and M an. Second Reply to Dr, Field ... ... 0 2

The Dying Creed...
Creeds and Spirituality ...
The Limits o f Toleration. A Discussion with the 

Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford 
A rt and M orality 
Do I  Blaspheme?
The Clergy and Common Sense ..
Social S alvation ...
Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s View 
The Great Mistake 
Live Topics 
Myth and Miracle
Real B lasphem y... ... ... ... ...
Repairing the Idols
Christ and Miracles
The Household o f Faith ...

0
0

0
00
000000
000

2
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
I
1
1
I
1
1
1

FOOTE, G. W.
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man.

An Exhaustive Answer to tho Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone’s “ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture” 

Bound in doth ...
Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate 

with Annio Besant 
Superior Edition, in cloth

Christianity and Secularism. Four Night’s Publio 
Debate with the Rov. Dr. James McCann...

Superior Edition, in cloth 
Darwin on God ...

Superior Edition, in cloth 
Reminiscences o f Charles Bradlaugh 
Infidel Death-Beds. Second Edition, much enlarged 

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128pp.
Defence o f Free Speech- Tliroo Hours’ Address to the 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Pre- 
faco and many Footnotes 

Letters to Jesus Christ ...
Philosophy o f Secularism 
Atheism and M orality. Third edition 
The Bible God ...
Tho Folly of Prayer
Christianity and Progress. Roply to Mr, Gladstono 
Mrs Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. 

Bosant ... ... ..,

1 
1

1
2

1
1
01A
0
0
1
I

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
Q

U
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame 

Blavatsky ... ... ... ... ... 0
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on the Mount .. ... 0
Salvation Syrup ; on, L ia n r  on Darkest E ngland.

A  Reply to Gonoral Booth. Second edition ... 0
W hat W as Christ? A Roply to J. S. Mill ... ... 0
The Shadow o f  tho Sw ord. A Moral and Statistical 

Essay on War... ... ... ... ••• 0
R oyal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the 

People, and what tho Pooplo do for Royalty ... 0
T h “ D ying Atheist. A  Story ... ... ... 0
W ^ L-1SI13 Insane ? A  searching inquiry into tho 

tnenlar e.v,\.’.iiion of tho Prophet of Nazareth ... 0 
Is  the Bible In sp ired? A Criticism on Lux Mundi 0 
The Rev. H ugh P rice H ughes’s Converted A theist 

A  Lie in Fivo Chapters... ... ... ... 0
9 ib le  Rom ances. Now Edition. Revised and largely 

rewritten.— (1) Tho Creation Story, 2d .; (2) Eve 
and the Apple, I d . ; (3 ) Cain and Abel, ld.J (.4)
> 2*1.; (0 ) 1 Ho 1' *, w ■ . **. l, . .,  , i
(0) Lvt’a Wife, 1*1.;, (7) The Tou Plagues, 1*1.; (a ; 
Tho Wandoring Jews, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, 1*1.; 
(10) God in a Box, Id .; (11) Jonah aud tho Whale,
Id .; (12) Bible Animals, I d . ; (13) A Virgin Mother, 
2d .; (14) Tho Resurrection, 2d .; (15) The Cruci­
fixion, Id .; (1G) John’s Nightmaro, Id.

Bible Heroes. First Series, in olegant wrapper ... 1
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Josoph, (6) Joseph's 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Moses II., (9) 
Parson Aaron, (10) Gonoral Joshua, (11) Jephtliali 
and Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each

Bible Heroes. Second Series, in elegant wrappor ... 1
(13) Prophot Samuel, (11) King Saul, (15) Saint 
David I., (10) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon, 
(18) Poor Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha, 
(2 l )  General Jehu, .(22) Doctor Daniel, (23) Tho 
Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea), (24)
St. Peter, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each singly.

The Complete Worlc, bound in cloth ... ... 2
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CHARMING P R ESEN TS FOR C H R IS TM A S TID E .

HIBBOTT’S PURE WELSH CONFECTIONERY, .
In Fancy Ratchets, of really delicious Mint Rock, Pine Apple Rock, Butter and Honey Toffee, or 

Congress Mixtures. Only 3d. and 6d. each. Assorted if desired.
Four 3d. Sachets or two Gd. sent Post Free, Is. Send Postal Order at Once.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
JO H N  W. H IB B O TT , Manufacturing Confectioner, Newtown, N. Wales.

ORATION ON VOLTAIRE
BY

C O L . R. G. IN G E R S O L L .
Delivered at the Chicago Press Club, before six thousand persons, on Saturday, October 8, 1892.

PRICE TH R EEP EN C E .

N O W  R E A D Y .

THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY’S ALMANACK
FOR 1893.

T H E  B E S T  Y E T  I S S U E D .

price sixpence.
ORDER IM M E D IA T E L Y  OF YOUR N EW SAG EN T.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS
B y  G . W . F O O T E .

C o n t e n t s : — A  Sermon on Summer; A  Mad Sermon; A  Sermon on Sin; A Bishop in the Workhouse; A  
Christmas Sermon ; Christmas Eve in Heaven; Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Diary; The Judge and the 
Devil; Satan and Michael; The First Christmas; Adam’s Breeches; The Fall of Eve; Joshua at 
Jericho ; A  Baby God ; Sermon on Judas Iscariot.

PRICE E IC H TP E N C E .

LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike o f a Sex; or, Woman on Strike against tho Male 
Sex for her «  Magna Charter,”  the absolute ownership of lier 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published: 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post tree 8d. 

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Besant. 
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Y oung; or, Scionco in Story. 
By Dr. Foote, üôjpp., with one bun lred illustrations, hound 
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post free 
2s 3d.

The Elements o f Social Science. Tho most complote work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Soience ; or Borning Better 
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con­
ception. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Over-Population; a Lecture delivered for tho Sunday Lecture 
Society, under the title “  The Law of Population : its Mean­
ing and Menace.” * By John M. Robertson. Post free 2^d.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u .s.a .) em­
bracing medical common sense. 909pp., w ith  200 illustrations. 
ContkntS : The Cause, Prevention an:1 Cure of Disease—Tho Food wo 

Eat—Tho Liquids wo Drink—The Atmosphere we I.ivs In—The Clothes wj 
W ear—iiad Habits of Children and Youth—Bad Habits of Manhood and 
of Womanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to itavo iloalthy Babies—Private 
Words to Men—History of Marriage, etc.

The book is carefully mid thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with tho object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every, 
day reference. Post free 6s.

Dr. Foote’s Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 
the utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp., 
post free Is. Id.

The W ife’s Handbook : How a Woman should ordor hersolf 
(luring Pregnavcy, in the Lying-in Boom, and after Delivery ; 
with Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
matters of importance necessary to be known by Married 
Women. By Dr. H. A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. Tho only solution of 
the Social Problem. By Oxoniensis, Post free 2Jd.

Tho Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at, Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William L int Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2(1.

The Political Status o f Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings o f T. R. Malthus, by 0. R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post freo 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distribute l 
by Malthusians. Post freo 2d.

•Married Life—Comfort or Misory ? A  dialoguo and splendid 
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai- 
thusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdon. 
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alico
Vickery. Post free 2d.

*W hat do we Women W ant? By Jano Hume Clapporton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it ? By Goo. Stand­
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Tost 
free 2d.

The R ight to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By C. Bradlaugh, M P. Post freo lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post froe, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to tho Right lion. W. E. Gladstone’s 

Defence of the Cnristian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A  thorough exposition of Scientific 
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post, free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty. Tho 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd, 

Malthusian Leaflets— A packet will be sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.
c s r  To those willing to assist our propaganda I  shall he phased to 
send eighty copies of either of tire pamphlets marked (*], er assorted, 
post free on receipt of Us.



768 The Freethinker. November 27, 1892.

W. ADAMS & CO.
W a t c h  M a n u fa c tu r e r s , 

207 HIGH ST., WEST BROMWICH.
We beg to call attention to three of our leading 

Watches, and we defy competition for quality 
and price.
(1) STERLING SILVER GENEVA,

Jewelled in eight holes, in sizes to suit Lady 
or Gentleman, 25s. each. Guaranteed for 
three years.

(2) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER Watch,
jewelled in eight holes, beautifully finished, 
correctly timed, £3 3s. Guaranteed for five 
years.

(3) ‘SILVER ENGLISH LEVER,
Centre second, Chronograph Stop Watch, 
jewelled in ten holes, three-quarter plate 
movement, compensation balance, beautifully 
finished, very strong cases, £4 4s. Gua­
ranteed for five years.

The above are offered as a speciality, and are 
at least 03 per cent, below the retail price, and 
will be sent post free to any address on receipt 
of cheque or P.O.O. payable to W. Adams.

W. ADAMS,
267 HIGH ST., WEST BROMWICH.

BLANKETS AND SHAWLS
At Wholesale Prices.

One Pound Parcels. "Wonderful Value.
I am now sending out, Carriage Paid, my £1 

Parcels, containing One Pair Good Blankets and 
One Pair Sheets, with Tapestry Quilt or Good 
Velvet or Woollen Shawl, any color.

Cash with Order. Satisfaction Guaranteed.
T. CRAVEN, 30 DARTON ST., BRADFORD.

M USIC ! M USIC ¿7
2d. each. Songs and Piece«. 7 for Ik., post free.

Songs:—All’ s Well (vocal duft) • Beautiful Isle of 
the.Sea; Bloom Ison the Rye; Belle Mahone; Bailiff’s 
Daughter of Islington; Beautiful Dreamer ; Bogie 
Man; Barbara Allen ; By the Margin of Fair Zurich; 
Caller Herrin’ ; Call me Back Again; Cherry Ripe; 
Cottage by the Sea; Mistletoe Bough, etc. Pieces :— 
Wild Atlantic Schottisch; Tick Tack Polka; Dew- 
drop Valse; Weber’s Last Waltz; Maiden’s Prayer; 
Rainbow Schottische; Snowdrop Polka; Signal 
March, etc. Lists gratis. Suitable exchange always 
entertained.—R, DOWDING, Manor-road, Leyton.
H ENN, Jeweller and Optician,

DUDLEY, WOROESTEhSHIUE.
Special Offer.—The celebrated Jockey Club Field 

or Opera Glasses, handsomely mounted, with 
leather sling case. Tho most powerf ul glasses ever 
offered at the price, only 8s. Gd., carriage paid. 
Quotation sent for any article connected with the 
trade. Watches, Clocks, Jewellery, Optics, etc. 
Repairs in all branches. Agent for Waltham and 
Waterbury Watches.
_w. b. henn. watchmaker, etc., Dudley.

FRESH FISH DIRECT.
The Hnmber Fresh Fish Supply, Grimsby, will 
forward, carriage paid, a Bass of Selected Fish on 
receipt of P.O. 2s. Gd. Satisfaction guaranteed.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal 

Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco ; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black­
heads and Pimples; Nervousness; Coughs and Golds ; 
Ch^st Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms: Tape Worms; Tho Itch ; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I L  Of the Author, 

fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on: The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Bints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,
A tC .
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. III. Post fret from 

Author, for  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains articles on: Health and Wealth; No 

More Death ; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, and 
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc. 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fiuit, to Judge 
Wholemeal Bread, to Breathe properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Ve'ns, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaceous 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, Winter Cough, Chil­
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

“  Hygienic Medicine. ’ ’—For Postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eve Opener to Drug Takers.

“ Rheumatism.” —Its Cause and Cure, i^ost Free 
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
”  Consumption.” —Its Natural Cure. Post Free 7d. 
44 Three Pamphlets to Young Men,” —13 stamps.

All the above can be got from 
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish  P lace, 

M anchester Squ are , L ondon, W .
Please mention this paper.]

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
S hould be in the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. tl. A. A llbutt and others; and 
valuable information on matters of import, 
ance necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC &  HYGIENIC DEPT.)
60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

W. J. RendelTs
For Indigestion. Liver Complaint* General Debility,

MOORE’S DIGESTIVE PILLS
ARE AN INVALUABLE MEDICINE.

The chief ingredient of which is one of the greatest 
aids to Digestion ever discovered ; they will be found 
to have & marvellous effect if taken as directed and 
proper attention is paid to diet.

They positively assist the digestion of food, stimu­
late the liver, and act as an invigorating tonic upon 
the whole system.

The Proprietor honestly recommends the above 
remedy to all sufferers Prepared only by

W ILFRID HILL,
ThePharmacy, Coleshill, W arwickshire.

Price Is and 2s. per b ox ; post free.
Dutch and Other Flowering Bulb3

A T Very Low Prices. Before purchasing for the 
coming season, send for a copy of mv catalogue, 

which will be sent post free. B. L. Coleman, beed 
and Bulb Merchant, Sandwich.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directed 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON. N.

M a r r ia g e  a n d  D iv o r c e
A n A gn o stic ’s V ie w .

Bt  COL. R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price Twopence.

OUGHT WOMEN TO BE PUNISHED FOB 
HAVING TOO MANY CHILDREN t Four- 

ji.no., po.t in ( . u w . jr. Kingfisher Lead«.

“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in ** Law of Popula. 
tion,” page 82, and Dr. Allbutt in “  Wife’s Hand­
book,”  page 61. Made solely by J. Pui.lkn, 15 Ohad- 
wcll-street, Clerkenwell: 2s. do*., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped 
envelope. Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical AND 
Reverse Current, 3s. 6d.f 4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. 
Palfrev's Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. doz. All prices 
post free.

W . J . Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the “ Angel.”

QTANTON, the People's Dentist, 335 Btrand (oppo- 
^  site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE. 
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed In four hours 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay moro than the above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum 7s. 0<1. each, on )8c. 
gold 15s, stooping 2s. 6d., extraction Is., painless by 
gas, 6s. ______ ______

RUBBER STAMPS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen or 
Paper; two letters Is.; thsee 
letters, Is. Gd,; any Namo, lg. 6d. 
Box, Pad and Ink included. All 
Kinds of Stamps. Patterns free. 
Carriage 2d. extra. F N-IB ETON 
and CO., 92 Gracechurch Street, 
London. Agents wanted.

m O  MARRIED PEOPLE.—An enlarged Illustrated 
List of Malthusian Appliances will be foi warded 

by return of post on receipt of 2d. in stamps.— 
Address, Davies, Chemist, 101 Parkrlane, Leeds.
rn m a m RKESSI fleath*¡¡¡7 YncTchr is tiYYsT
-L —Foreign Stamps Wanted ; any quantity; fair 
price given. Large stock for collectors and dealers 
always on hand. •*PhilattVcal Agency.”  67 Crouoh- 
eid.hill, London, N.

UMBRELLAS.
I have just bought a Large Quantity of the Latest 
and Most Fashionable Handles, which I am making 
up wiih Fox’s Paragon Frames and my own Special 
Cover, which is a Mixture of Silk and Wool, and 
which will wear three times as long as the ordinary 
silk cover.
GENTS’, any style of handle, solid silver

mountings..................................................... 10 6
Ditto, ditto, natural sticks ... ..................... 7 0
LADIES’, any stylo of handle, solid silver

mountings................................ .....................10 6
Ditto, ditto, natural sticks ... ..................... 7 0

Every Umbrella is Warranted for 
Twelve Months.

These are Genuine Bargains.

J . W. G O T T , BRADFORD.
Just Out.

The R ight Sort of Fare for Christinas.
‘ PERNICIOUS ’ PARODIES.

B y B. H. E ciilin.
One Shilling. Post Free.

Of the Author, New Stone Buildings, 07—69 
Chancery Lane, W.C.

Published by A. Hemingway, 25 Higher Chatham 
Street, Manchester.

TO MEMBERS OF N.S.S.
Order immediately the Novel Scarf Pin. 

Abyssinian gold, gilt 18 carat; letters N.S.S. 
entwined; pretty badge or acceptable present; 
2s., post 2s. 2d. Maurice, 23 Whitfield-street, 
Fitzroy-square.

NOW READY.

FREETHOUGHT READINGS
AND

SECULAR SONGS.
B y J . M . W H E E L E R .

Cloth gilt, demy octavo, 238 pages. 2s. Gd
It. Fo r d e d , 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Everybody should get at once the new work, 
entitled,

CHRISTIANITY AND EVOLUTION
By ARTHUR B. MOSS 

The Freethinker says : “ This is decidedly the 
best of Mr. Moss’s productions. It is pains­
taking, lucid, and on the whole accurate. . . . 
We may confidently recommend Air. Moss’s new 
volume to the young Freethought student; it 
gives an excellent bird’s-eyo view of the case 
against Christian supernaturalism.”

The Newcastle Weekly Chronicle says : 41 Tho 
work, which is written in vigorous English, 
shows that Mr. Moss has given deep study to tho 
subject he discusses.”
Watts and Co, 17 Johnson’s-court; Mr, Border, 

28 Stonecutter-street.
OUR S P EC IA LIT IE S .

t h o u s a n d s  o f  t e s t i m o n i a l s . 
G ents’ I rish Oamuric H andkerchiefs, 3s. 6d. 
ner dozen; Ladies, 2s. 6d.; Hemstiiohed 
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money 
returned if not approved. Table and Bed 

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
JORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,
___SI r.LANSIlAHD STItEKT. MANCHESTER ’

MARIE’S MARVELLOUS MOLIMENIK,
My Monthly Medicine for Ladies. *

A reliable and powerful remedy which Infallibly 
cureB all irregularities, and remnves all obstruction« 

however obstinate.
In Bottles, 3s., 4s. Gd., and 10s. Gd each, poet free. 
Huccess is quicker, easier, and better assured, if, 

when tailing the Molimenik, tho blood is also purified 
by a suitable aperient.

MARIES MAGICAL MOLECULES.
A Special Female Purifying Pill, harmonising with 

and etrengihoning the action of the Molimenik.
In Boxes, Is. 3d. and .'!«, each, post free, 

doth these remedies are carefully compounded of the 
purest Medicines from tho advice and proscription of 
u regular Faintly Doctor of many years’ practice. 
Taken according to the instructions they are harm- 
loss, and correct with certainty every stoppage of the 
natural process. Fly to tho Molimenik and Molecules 
at the earliest moment; delay always adds to the diffi­
culty ; no case should be allowed to become urgent.

TEBTIMONi AL.—An eminent Physician, and 
author of valuable medical works, writes: “ I kno"> 
your Medicine to be of efficacy and calculated to do 
all you require of It."
_________ T. P. KINGFISHER, LEEDS.
mo FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen 
A  requiring Superior Cut Garmente at moderate 
prices. First-class Stylo and Fit Guaranteed.— 
II. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, H  Great Castle street, W. 
Three doors from Regent Btroet. (Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.!
'V 'buKG MAN, aged 21, member N.S.S., dotlres 
-1- Situation as Porter; good character and refer­

ences ■ A. Lamb, 156 Wale ran-buildings, Old Kent-
Toad, London, 8.B.___________________
1)J£QUIKED, in Freethinker’s family, Furnished 
-Lb bitting and two Bedrooms, piano and attend­
ance, for 15*. weekly; widower, small family. Ur, 
Hudd, Engineer's A cco u ntant (speciality, “ prime 
cost’ ’ ), 55 Thorpedale-road, N.

Printed and Published by G. W . Foote, at 
S8 Stonecutter-street, London E.O.


