
Edited by G. W. FOOTE.] [Sub-Editor, J. M. W heeler.

Y o l .  X I I . — N o . 4 4 .] S unday, October 30, 1892. [Price One P enny.

G O D ’ S D A Y .

Tub origin of a periodical day of rest from labor is 
simple and natural. It has everywhere been placed 
under the sanction of religion, but it arose from 
secular necessity. In the nomadic state, when men 
had little to do at ordinary times except watching 
their flocks and herds, the days passed in monotonous 
succession. Life was never laborious, and as human 
energies were not taxed there was no need for a 
period of recuperation. We may therefore rest 
assured that no Sabbatarian law was ever given by 
Moses to the Jews in the wilderness. Such a law 
first appears in a higher stage of civilisation. When 
nomadic tribes settle down to agriculture and are 
welded into nations, chiefly by defensive war against 
predatory barbarians; above all, when slavery is 
introduced and masses of men are compelled to build 
and manfacture; the ruling and propertied classes 
soon porceive that a day of rest is absolutely requisite. 
Without it the laborer wears out too rapidly—like 
the horse, the ox, or any other beast of burden. The 
day is therefore decreed for economic reasons. It is 
only placed under the sanction ol religion because, in 
a certain stage of human development, there is no 
other sanction available. Every change in social 
organisation has then to be enforced as an edict of 
the gods. This is carried out by tho priests, who 
have unquestioned authority over tho multitude, and 
who, so long as their own privileges and emoluments 
are secured, are always ready to guard tho interests 
of tho temporal powors.

Such was the origin of tho day of rest in Egypt, 
Assyria, and elsewhere. But it was lost sight of in 
tho course of time, even by tho ruling classes them­
selves ; and tho theological fiction of a divine ordi­
nance became tho universally accepted explanation. 
This fiction is still current in Christendom. W e are 
gravely asked to beliovo that mon would work thom- 
solves to death, and civilised nations commit eco­
nomical suicide, if they were not taught that a day of 
rest was commanded by Jehovah amidst tho light­
nings and thunders of Sinai. In the same way, we 
aro askod to bolievo that theft and murder would bo 
popular pastimes without tho restraints of tho super­
natural decalogue fabled to havo beon received by 
Mosos. As a matter of fact, tho law against theft 
aroso becauso mon object to bo robbed, and the law 
against murder becauso they object to be assassi­
nated. Suporstition does not invent social laws; it 
merely ¿brows around them tho glamor of a super­
natural authority.

Priests havo a manifest interest in maintaining this 
glamor. Accordingly wo find that Nonconformists as 
'veil as Churchmen claim tho day of rest as tho Lord’s 
Day—nlthough its very name of Sunday betrays its 
’̂ugan origin. It is not meroly u day of rest, they 

tell us ; it is also a day of devotion. Labor is to bo 
laid aside in order that the people may worship Gou. 
Tho physical benefit of the institution is not denied ; 
on tho contrary, now that Democracy is decisively
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triumphing, the people are assured that Sunday can 
only be maintained under a religious sanction. In 
other words, religion and priests aro as indispensable 
as ever to the welfare of mankind.

This theological fiction should be peremptorily dis­
missed. Whatever service it once rendered has been 
counterbalanced by its mischiefs. The rude laborer 
of former times— the slave or the serf— only wanted 
rest from toil. He had no conception of anything 
higher. But circumstances have changed. The 
laborer of to-day aspires to share with the highest 
blessings of civilisation. His hours of daily work 
are shortened. The rest ho requires he can obtain in 
bed. What he needs on Sunday is not rest, but 
change; true re-creation of his nature; and this is 
denied him by the laws that are based upon the very 
theological fiction which is pretended to be his most 
faithful friend.

The working classes at present are simply hum­
bugged by tho Churches. The day of rest is secure 
enough without lies or fictions. What the masses 
want is an opportunity to make use of it. Now this 
cannot be done if all rest on the same day. A 
minority must work on Sunday, and take their rest 
on some other day of tho week. And really, when 
the nonsensical solemnity of Sunday is gone, any 
other day would be equally eligible.

Parsons woik on Sunday; so do their servants, 
and all who are engaged about their gospel-shops. 
Why should it bo so hard then for a railway servant, 
a museum attendant, an art-gallery curator, or 
a librarian, to work on Sunday ? Let them rest 
some other day of the week as the parson does. 
They would bo happy if they could havo his “  off 
days”  even at tho price of “  Sunday labor.”

Churches and chapels do not attract so many 
people as they did. There is every reason why 
priestly Protective laws should be brokon down. 
It is a poor alternative to offer a working man—tho 
church or tho public-houso; and they aro now 
trying to shut tho public-house and make it church 
or nothing. Other people should bo consulted 
as well as mystery-men and their followers. 
Lot us have freedom. Let the dwellers in 
crowded city Btreots, who work all day in closo 
factories, bo taken at choap rates to the country 
or tho seaside. Let them soe the grand swoop of tho 
sky. Lot them feel the spring of the turf under their 
feet. Let them look out over the sea— the highway 
between continents— and take something of its power 
and poetry into their blood and brain. During tho 
winter, or in summer if they feel inclined, let them 
visit the institutions of culture, behold tho beautiful 
works of dead artists, study the relics of dead gene­
rations, feel tho links that bind tho past to tho 
present, and imagine the links that will bind the 
present to tho future. Let their pulses bo stirred 
with noble music. Let the Sunday be their groat 
day of freedom, culture, and humanity. As “  God’s 
D ay”  it is wasted. We must rescue it from the 
priests and make it “  Man’s Day.”

G. W . FOOTE.
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H ELL: AS DESCRIBED BY THOSE WHO 
HAVE SEEN IT.

[concluded.]

O f all moderns, Emannel Swedenborg has most fully 
seen and described hell. About April 1745, having, 
as he records in his diary, eaten too freely— perhaps 
pork chops—he saw snakes, reptiles and other vermin 
under his table, and heard a voice saying, “  Eat not 
so much.”  Henceforward heaven and hell were open 
to him. He became an inhabitant of two worlds 
beside his own. We are free to confess Swedenborg’s 
hell was the most sensible and comfortable establish­
ment then invented. His hell was, in the words of 
Shelley, much like London. Indeed, his heaven is a 
good deal like London too.* Between heaven and 
hell there is direct communication, as between Chicago 
and London. Swedenborg’s work, entitled Heaven 
and Hell, is a masterpiece of homely imagination. 
He describes these places and their inhabitants as 
Defoe describes the island home of Robinson Crusoe. 
Hell, like heaven, is a place of delight. It consists 
of the delights of evil, as heaven does of the delights 
of goodness. The Lord casts none there, but each 
gravitates naturally to the sphere for which he or she 
is fitted. Of course the sexes are there, and brothels. 
He knew no fallen angels. All devils had been men 
and women, and essentially are men and women still. 
Consequently, despite what Jesus Christ says as to 
there being neither marrying nor giving in marriage 
in heaven, Swedenborg gives his testimony as an eye­
witness that there are pure marriage unions in heaven 
and connections of an opposite character in hell. 
Swedenborgians explain the Gospel passage I have 
mentioned as meaning that there were in heaven no 
such marriages as the Sadducees were thinking of.

“  There are hells everywhere, both under the moun­
tains, hills and rocks, and under the plains and 
valleys. Most of the hells are threefold. In the 
upper parts thoy appear quite dark, becauso those 
dwell there who are immersed in the falsities of evil; 
but the lower parts'appear as if on fire, because they 
are inhabited by those who are immersed in evils 
themselves ; for darkness corresponds to the falsities 
of evil, and firo to evils themselves; and in deeper 
hells reside those who havo acted from evil but more 
internally; in the less deep those who havo acted 
more externally; and those who do this, act from the 
falsities of evil.”  In some hells are ruined cities, in 
tho milder ones, rude cottages; in some, brothels— 
“  full of all sorts of filth and excrement.”  “ The hells 
are so distinctly arranged in order, according to tho 
difference of every evil, that nothing more orderly 
and distinct can bo conceived.”  Mr. William Whito, 
the Swedenborgian author of Other World Order, goes 
beyond this and says (p. 78): “ Hell is a kingdom 
characterised by tho most rigid propriety, where any 
infraction of order is severely repressed, and where 
manners and morals are developed to exquisite per­
fection.”

A  sometime Swedenborgian and continual Spiritist, 
the Rev. G. D. Haughton, B.A., in a work On Sex in 
the World to Come, holds that sex maintains itself in 
after life, but, like his mastor, is not clear on tho 
question whether breeding is permitted. However 
this may be, there is reason to suspect that many 
prisoners and paupers on this earth would prefer a 
sojourn in Swedenborg’s hell to their present deten­
tion in gaols and workhouses, where compulsory 
celibacy is enforced. Swedenborg calls tho women 
in hell harlots; but, as ho says of tho men, “  ho is 
forbid, on pain of punishment, to connect himself 
with more than odo,”  it would seem that tho term

* See Ills Continuation concerning the Last Judgment, § 42, where 
lie describes the heaven of Englishmen as ‘ two great cities 
similar to London.” Freethinkers may be interested tolearn that 
“ They who foremostly love the liberty of speaking and of 
writing, dwell in the northern quarter.”

is misleading. The great all-informing idea of 
Swedenborg is that man’s surroundings reflect his 
inner state. Milton suggested a similar thought when 
he made his hero say—

Which way I fly is h e ll; myself am hell.
Kit Marlowe, in his Faustus, gives utterance to a 
like idea :

Hell hath no limits, nor is circumscribed'
In one self place ; hut where we are is hell,
And where hell is, there must we ever be.

Those in hell, being interiorly dark, have no sun, but 
only artificial light. They have bodies, needing food 
exactly as on earth ; but Swedenborg omitted to tell 
what proportion of hell’s inhabitants were devoted 
to agriculture, or how they otherwise supplied their 
bodily necessities.

Swedenborg admits connecting passages between 
the hells and heavens, but holds out little hope of tho 
denizens of the former getting to the latter; for he 
holds that the good are continually becoming better, 
and the bad worse; the former destined to improve, 
and the latter to degenerate— a doctrine surely at 
variance with some of the facts of human nature. 
Burns, with his apostrophe to

Auld Nickie, Ben,
0, wad ye tak’ a thoebt on men, 

has the advantage over all the theologians.
Blake’s Marriage o f  Heaven and Hell is a wonderful 

amalgam of Freethought and mysticism. It begins : 
“  As a new heaven is begun, and it is now thirty- 
three years since its advent, the eternal hell revives. 
And lo, Swedenborg is the angel sitting at the tomb ; 
his writings are the linen clothes folded up.f With­
out contraries is no progression. Attraction and 
Repulsion, Reason and Energy, Love and Hate, arc 
necessary to Human Existence. From these con­
traries spring what tho religious call Good and Evil. 
Good is the passion that obeys Reason. Evil is the 
active springing from Energy. Good is Heaven; 
Evil is Hell.”  Ho goes on somewhat in tho style of 
Swedenborg. “ As I was walking among tho fires of 
hell, delighted with tho enjoymont of Genius, which 
to angels look like torment and inanity, I collected 
some of their Proverbs: thinking that as the sayings 
used in a nation mark its character, so the Provorbs 
of Hell show tho nature of Infernal wisdom better 
than any description of buildings or garments.”  
Here are some of the Provorbs of H ell:— A fool sees 
not tho same tree that a wise man sees ; Tho busy 
bee has no timo for sorrow ; If tho fool would persist 
in tho folly he would become wise ; Shame is pride’s 
cloak ; Prisons are built with stones of law, brothels 
with bricks of religion; Tho nakedness of. woman is 
tho work of G od; Joys impregnate, sorrow bring 
forth ; The bird a nest, tho spider a web, man friend­
ship; The cistern contains, tho fountain overflows; 
Ono thought fills immonsity ; No bird soars too high 
if he soars with his own wings ; always bo ready to 
spoak your mind and a base man will avoid you ; 
If othors had not been foolish wo should be so. As 
tho cattorpillor chooses tho fairest leaves to lay her 
eggs on, so tho priest lays his curso on tho fairost 
jo y s ; To create a little flower is tho labor of ages; 
Damn braces; bless relaxes; Prayers plough not, 
praises reap not; Joys laugh uot, sorrows weep not. 
As Blake says, “  Enough or too much,”  for tho reader 
of unascertainablo wisdom. Evidently, if Blake is 
right, tho people who go to hell are not altogether 
fools. J. M. WlIEELEU,

t In another passage (p. 21) Blake says; *‘ I have always found 
that angels have the vanity to speak of themselves as the only 
wise i this they do with a confident ins deuce sprouting from a 
systematic reasoning. Thus Swedenborg bonds that what ho 
writes is new; thougli it is only the content , or index of already 
published books.” Swedenborg, he further says, with the confi­
dence of a rival visionary, “  has not written the new truth ; lie lias 
written all the old falsehoods; the reason was he conversed 
rather with angels than with devils.”
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THE UNFORGOTTEN DEAD.

T hose who did something in their day to originate 
or further the knowledge of new ideas, usually, though 
not always, looked forward to future recognition of 
their unrequited work. Neither cheer nor aid, as a 
rule, befel them— oftener obloquy and peril. Several 
have lately left us of whom special record is due. 
Apart from justice to them, is the question of justice 
to ourselves. Those who survive are under obliga­
tion to those who went before in the service of Free- 
thought ; and it were baseness to profit by the sacri­
fices of others and not requite them, so far as it can 
be done, by honoring remembrance of them.

Fifty years ago—in the days of the Oracle o f  
Reason, of Southwell, Ryall, Miss Roalfe, Paterson, 
Chilton, and others—William John Birch (who but 
lately died in Florence) was, to the journalism and 
advocates who vindicated Freethought, what Mr. 
George Anderson has been in our day. Mr. Birch, 
though a gentleman in good society, openly befriended 
those who had no other friend. It was to him I 
dedicated my Last Trial for Atheism, as a <f Friend 
who was twice a friend— who helped us when we 
were unknown and struggling.”  Notwithstanding 
his position, he gave his name as a supporter, and 
signed it to all his articles. At one time he gave me, 
without conditions, 600 acres of land to use in the 
interest of the cause I represented. .When the bulk 
of his great fortune was lost I returned the land script 
to him for his own advantage, as none had better 
right to it when need came. He had great powers 
of research and amazing fecundity of ideas, which 
overran the boundaries of tho volumes prescribed for
them. I made for him tho summary of his best- 
known work, prefixed to his Philosophy and Religion 
o f  Shakespeare. Mr. Wheeler, who has done so much 
to collect and record the lives and works of Free­
thinkers—tho forgotten and tho known—may one 
day enumerate Mr. Birch’s works. Though his 
means became diminished, he continued to the end 
of his days to aid insurgent thinkers. In later years 
ho spent his winters in Florence, but his pen never 
ceased until the day of his death. It was his custom 
to walk down in the afternoon to a Florentine library 
which Liberal professors frequented. The day beforo 
his death he did so. Tho next morning his servant 
hoard a fall in his master’s room, which ho had but 
a few minutes left, and hastening back, ho found him 
dead; and ho was buried in tho beautiful cometory 
where Theodoro Parker and Dr. Southwood Smith 
lie. Ho had a vonerable presence in later years, and 
his cheery interest in mental progress remained un­
changed to tho end. In any company in which theo­
logical opinions were introduced, presuming on 
everybody’s acceptance, Mr. Birch would at once 
express his dissent with tho same easy and natural 
confidence as any clergyman present— always assum­
ing that heresy hud tho same conversational rights as 
orthodoxy.

Another writer of brilliant parts whom wo lately 
lost, was Mr. Percy Greg, who, undor tho name of 
Lionel H. Iloldreth, edited the Reasoncr for me, 
when I was, for a season, disabled. Ho was a student
then, and when money was suddenly needed, he 
would go and win a scholarship which ho did not 
^eed, and when tho cheque was publicly given him

tho London University, he would come to my 
Beat and hand it to mo as his loan to the propagandist 
cause. In tho early days of Secularism, ho came 
to mo one Sunday morning after a lecture in the 
Jobn-Btreot Institution, London, with two other 
fellow students (since famous), and offered their 
services as disciples; and they gave their services. 
Mr. Greg’s political and poetic writings, his remark­
able novels, his philosophic works, and tho last book j 
he wrote— two largo volumes— the History o f  the i 
United Slates," from facts ho alono had explored— all J

display brilliant qualities of argument, investigation, 
and original thought. His Devil's Advocate is, ja 
mine of thought. One day reviewers will light 
upon his works and discover with astonishment the 
contributions he made to the solution of the greatest 
problems of his time. His boldness and thoroughness 
deterred orthodox and conventional literateurs, in his 
lifetime, from reviewing or discussing his books. 
When I first knew him he had, like Shelley, cut him­
self off from a great career at Oxford, by refusing to 
sign the Thirty-nine Articles, in which he did not 
believe. He had a fierce sense of honor, as strong 
and clear on his dying bed as in life. His wonderful 
clearness of intellect led to his being high in tho 
confidence of the greatest Conservative statesmen. 
He never agreed with me in politics, but tho 
intimacy of our friendship was never estranged 
to the day of his death. It was in relation to me 
that he wrote his striking poem, “  Why should 
the Atheist Fear to Die ?”  and other pieces.

Mr. H. G. Atkinson, the friend and correspondent of 
Harriet Martineau, was one of the few philosophers 
free from indifferentism. He annually made contri­
butions to periodicals which had heretical ways. He 
had wide personal knowledge of all the men of 
thought of his day, and a greater mastery of material 
philosophy than any other contributor to our journals. 
He wrote, like St. Paul, in an unconnected way, but 
his letters abounded in curious anecdotes of men of 
thought, and flashes of philosophic light. Inheriting 
a moderate fortune, he devoted his life to philosophy 
and heresy. Being free from superstition, he did not 
despise the slaves under its ignominious subjection. 
Free himself, he gave his best thought to the free­
dom of others.

Mr. H. L. Green, of Buffalo, gave an account of 
tho career and death of Philip Dawson in the Free- 
thinker's Magazine. In these columns no mention has 
been made of his recent decease, at an age exceeding 
David’s limit of seventy years. Ho took part, with 
the Marquis of Quoensberry, at one of the anni­
versaries of the Leicester Secular Hall. lie  printed 
a philosophic Oode o f  Secularism. Under his own 
name of Joseph Ellis ho was known as the author of 
a notable volume of poems of which tho most famous 
was entitled “  Csssar in Egypt.”  His mind was of 
the Elizabethan order, both in poetry and prose, 
marked by graceful fancy and a vigorous quaintness 
of expression. A  far completer notice is duo did 
spaco permit. IIo was like Mr. Atkinson and Mr. 
Birch, a philosopher who believed what ho main­
tained, and maintained it because ho believed it.

George Hooper, whom early readers of the Reasoner 
knew as “  Eugeno,”  died recently. lie  was one of 
the young writers— Supple, Stack and Merrit, who 
all became notable in ufter days— who took part in 
Secular advocacy at the advent of that form of 
opinion. lie  joined mo in editing tho People's 
Review, the first sixpenny roviow issued. His best 
known work was his history of Waterloo and the 
famous battle there. Ho went with me to the Leader. 
For many years beforo his death he was connected 
with the Spectator.

Of the great Jowoss, Siismund Potoski, whom wo 
know as Ernestine L. Rose, mention has already been 
made in this journal. Tho daughter of a Polish 
rabbi, sho renounced her father’s religion and declined 
that of the Christians; and was persecuted, like 
Spinoza, by tho followers of Moses and of Christ. In 
her first lawsuit Bhe pleaded her own cause and won 
it. Sho went to the King of Prussia and obtained 
now liberty for Polish Jows. She obtained person­
ally, from the K'ng of Holland, tho liberation of a 
poor Dutch sailor’s wife, unjustly imprisoned, whom 
no one tlse would save. Shi: saw the French Revo­
lution of July, 1830. Iu London she know Lord 
Grosvenor and many of our nobility. She went with 
Elizabeth Fry on her famous visits to Newgate. For
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fifty years she was the first of women orators. She 
was a speaker of influence in twenty-three States of 
America, ranking in repute with Lucretia Mott, 
Franc&s Wright, Harriet Martineau, and Lydia Child. 
Like Paine, she was ignored in the journals of the 
anti-slavery party she served—such as the Standard 
—because of her heresy. She sent the first petition 
for the rights of women to the American Congress. 
The friends of the slave, the friends of reason and of 
the equality of women, were assured of the defence of 
their cause while Mrs. Rose had the platform. Her 
wit, eloquence, and dignity of sentiment, held the field 
against all assailants. She said to me proudly a few 
days before her death, “ I have lived.”

H. G. Lien, of Liverpool, uncle of H. Lien Braekstad, 
secretary of the Liberty of Bequest Committee, the 
Norwegian merchant and philosopher, the helper of 
heretical Liberalism, died lately at good age. He 
was a vegetarian by choice, placid by nature, but 
firm in materialism, having unusual knowledge of its 
literature.

James Robertson, of Paisley, recently deceased, was 
a remarkable man. He was a designer of patterns of 
no mean skill. Though living in a Scotch town where 
heresy is not popular, he was a Freethinker, ardent, 
well-informed and brave. A Secularist who under­
stood what it meant, he maintained it on the platform 
and in the press, and spoke at the graves of nearly 
all of that way of thinking who died in Paisley in his 
time. From the days of James Motherwell and David 
Glassford, he was a supporter of heretical publications, 
and every lecturer on the side of social, religious, or 
political liberty, had in him a friend who never varied 
and was never wanting.

Now only a few days ago John Brown, of York, 
died. Ho was my friend for forty years. He and 
Mr. Ernest were foremost whenever progress was in 
question. Oft he sang for mo Hood’s “ Lost Child, 
and no one sang it as ho did ; ho had such vehement 
spirits. Chartist, Secularist, anti-theologian, were 
alike welcomo to him. His workshop in Oolliorgate 
was a house of call for all wandering speakers, and 
all works politically orj spiritually forbidden, had a 
place of honor on his counter. A vigorous speaker, 
ho was to York what Moses Clayton has been to 
Bradford—in the front of every platform to repeal 
mischiof or advance good objects.

G. J. Holyoake.

ERNEST RENAN.
A t first of Mother Church the darling child,
At last her rebel son, disowned, reviled.
Perchance, had he to her less faithful proved 
She might have shrined him with her best beloved, 
But he disdained his conscience to deceive,
And hush “  I doubt ”  with parrot “  I believe.” 
Hungry for faith, he scorned tho faithless horde 
Whose steadfast faith is faith in faith’s reward. 
Believing his Creator gave him eyes,
He dared to see ; yet dared not to bo wise 
In knowledge of the things beyond his ken;
But left the Infinite to smaller men.— Fun.

The Chinese at homo often have three religions, Buddhism, 
Taoism, and Confucianism. When in Christian countries they 
add Christianity. They do so on commercial principles, as 
shown in the following dialogue :

Evangelist— “  Are you a Christian, 8ing Yeh ? ”
8ing Yeh (late of Hong Kong) —“  Ess ; heapee clistian. Go 

Sunday-school, singee, playee, leadee biblee; allee same 
heapee much clistian.”

“  But I understand you worship Joss too f ”
“ E ss¡p lay  to Joss allee same evly dayoe; bulnee Joss 

stickee; heapee stan’ in wiv Joss allee while.”
“  But you cannot be both Christian and pagan, and worship 

God and Joss at the same time.”
"  Wattee mattee clan’t ? Swingee on hot’ side fence allee 

same likee politician. Don’t clal dlam which beatee. Me 
safee eithel way.”

THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD.

II.
It would puzzle any impartial reader of the proceed­
ings at the late Church Congress to discover any 
practical good that was likely to result to the world 
from the Folkestone gathering of bishops, other 
members of the clergy, etc. With one or two excep­
tions, the speakers indulged in worn-out platitudes 
about the “  Divine influence,” “ the spirit of Christ,”  
and the “  efficacy of Incarnation,”  without even 
attempting to explain the meaning of such phrases, 
or to justify their alleged potency. It was truly a 
case of the “  blind leading the blind.”  What could 
be more absurd than the Archbishop of Canterbury 
urging the laity to emulate the life of Christ, while 
the wealthy Prelate himself sets an example of a 
very opposite character ? It is the quintessence of 
hypocrisy for these divines who “  toil not, neither do 
they spin,”  to prate about the dignity of labor, and 
to counsel humility while they maintain a haughty 
pride and amass wealth ns rapidly as possible. Would 
it not be more commendable on their part to heed the 
following advice of their Master ? “  Thou hypocrite,
first cast out the beam out of thine own eye : and 
then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of 
thy brother’s eye.”  The fact is, these Congresses are 
only attempts to revive a dying faith and to prolong 
tho influence of a Church that has ceased to bo in 
touch with the thought of the nineteenth century.

At the Church Congress the Bishop of Peter­
borough, in speaking of what had been done to 
improvo tho material condition of the people, said 
“  efforts for the good of all men were a testimony to 
tho power of Incarnation.”  If this latter term is used, 
as wo presume it is, in a theological sense, then the 
bishop’s statement is as untrue as it is insulting to the 
memory of tho philanthropists of all ages and in all 
countries. No nobler efforts were ever made for the 
“ good of all men”  than those associated with the 
lives of the reformers in Greece and Rome, centuries 
before the power of Christian “ Incarnation”  was 
ever heard o f; and to-day tho most practical work is 
being done by men who have no faith in this Church- 
mystery, but whose power is stimulated by a love of 
humanity and by a dosiro to raise it from tho degraded 
position to which Church rule has reduced it. Wo 
know that tho XHIth Article of tho Church of 
England tcachos that “  works done boforo tho grace 
of Christ . . . liavo the nature of sin,”  but wo aro 
also awaro that such teaching is a libel on human 
nature. It would, if true, destroy that self-reliance 
which is tho great sustaining principle in all reforma­
tion, and limit tho inspiration to virtue to a mero 
handful of the race of mankind.

Tho same worthy divino remarked, “ No nation 
had ever continued great when it lost tho sonso 
of acting under divine protection. Tho Church 
was tho guardian of tho truo motivo power of 
national life.”  Now what is tho meaning of this 
twofold allegation? Is “ divino protection ” shown 
in the great calamities that have bo frequently 
befallen professed Christian nations ? Is it visible 
to-day in England, where crime, pauperism and 
prostitution are so extensive, that Secular moaDfl 
have to be employed to combat their fearful
consequences ? As to tho Church boing “  tho
guardian ”  etc., what does it guard ? Not “  the 
true motivo power of national life.” That motive 
power has always operated in those matorial eloments 
that fostered science, advanced tho social elevation 
of tho masses, encouraged Secular education, and 
aided the struggle for tho political equality of
men. To all these advantages tho Church has
manifested a persistent opposition, and moreover 
where it has had the power, it has not failed to 
retard their development. The guardianship of 
tho Church has been confined to vested intorosts,
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old creeds and to a decrepit faith. We were glad 
to read “  the attitude of the Church toward science 
i3 not now timorous or averse,”  which implies that 
it was so formerly. And it would continue to 
be averse still, but that it has learnt if such 
were the case in this sceptical age, it would 
mean the sounding its death-knell.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, in his opening 
address, acknowledges the indebtedness and gratitude 
of the Church to reason, reason which it once 
despised, and with which even now it is not on 
too familiar terms. He said: “  Certainly, if secular 
thought and knowledge have grown by the science 
and criticism of half a century, the discussions 
here will show that the Church is no less thankful 
for the wider, calmer, more human, and more 
divine view vouchsafed her of the manner of God’s 
word and work.”  It is some consolation to have 
the testimony of an Archbishop to the fact long 
known to others, that reason can improve upon 
the Bible and the prayer-book; and if we accept 
the assurance that human agencies are sufficiently 
powerful to give churchmen “  a more divine view,” 
it is only to express our,regret that the recognition 
of the fact by theologians, has been so long delayed.

The Rev. J. L. Davies told the Congress that the 
first step in considering the authority of the Bible 
and of the Church and their relationship to each other 
was "  to have done with the assumption of any 
infallibility being inherent in either. . . These were 
not substitutes for God, but instruments through 
which wo believed the agencies of the one infallible 
Instructor.”  The rev. gentleman here sanctions the 
abolition of two supposed infallibles and replaces 
them by another. But what is logically involved in 
this change of masters ? The purest fountain on the 
mountain side is affected by the color and nature of 
the formation through which it travels into and along 
the valley. No stream can rise higher than its 
source. The same principle is clearly applicable to 
the Bible and the Church ,for these “  agencies ”  are 
subject to the mutability of oxisting things. Honco, 
if “  the one infallible Instructor ”  is heard at all, it 
must be only through human and therefore fallible 
mediums, which would necessarily disqualify the 
attribute of infallibility in the alleged divine instruc­
tion. That this is so tho different notions onter- 
tained of God, tho varied opinions hold as to what 
tho Biblo teaches, amply prove. Tho existence of an 
infallible toacher is no guarantee that wo shall receive 
infallible instruction, so long as tho channel through 
which it comes is fallible.

Tho discussion of tho position of capital and labor 
caused considerable perplexity to many of tho rov. 
gentlomcn present. No doubt thoy foresaw that to 
side with Lazarus would induco Dives to withhold 
all pecuniary support, for it was too much to expect 
capital to supply funds for its own destruction. Tho 
talk indulged in by tho rov. speaker about tho 
interests of capital aud labor being “  one ”  if “  sacti- 
fied by tho church,”  was nothing more than unmean­
ing platitudes. Thoy can only bo “  one interest ”  
whon tho laborer and the capitalist are ono and tho 
samo person. It would have beon wiser upon the 
part of tho Congress to have given more time to tho 
consideration of co-operation, as that may be made 
° f some practical servico to tho sons of toil. Tho 
solution of this important problem lies principally in 
tho question, who shall be masters ! To be solf- 
govorning, working mon must bo thoir own employers 
whatovor percentage of their earnings thoy may bo 
compelled, for tho time being to hand ovor to capital. 
Without imputing to churchmen an entiro want of 
sympathy with tho artisan class, it appears evident 
ibat tho mainspring of their present dabbling with 
the question of capital and labor is tho fear that 
uuless the supporters of tho church embrace the 
Working-men’s movement someone else will.

The Bishop of Manchester is delighted that the 
Victorian Parliament has resolved to “ restore the 
name of our dear Lord to the reading books of that 
colony.” I f we believed what is urged by the bishop, 
it would appear that, in order to establish virtue in 
Melbourne, it is necessary to abolish secular schools, 
for “  most serious crimes ”  have been committed by 
the “  best educated criminals.”  Has the worthy bishop 
never read the histories of criminals who were taught 
in the churches and chapels of Great Britain, includ­
ing clergymen, ministers, Sunday-school teachers, 
and superintendents. It is a misnomer to call instruc­
tion in mere reading and writing secular education ; 
these are but the instruments for obtaining that 
knowledge which, when properly applied, proves a 
sufficient guide in all social life. Moreover, experi­
ence has shown that the practice of simple veracity 
and of due consideration for the interests of others 
and the welfare of general society will make better 
men and women than all the mysteries of revealed 
religion. Tho theology of the Church does not teach 
the highest social duties, or what would be most con­
ducive to the loftiest development of human cha­
racter. The bishop’s idea of adding “  the name of 
our Lord to the reading books” of schools as a 
panacea for moral wrongs is grotesque in the extremo. 
His name has been in the books read by the majority 
of criminals that have filled our gaols for centuries, 
so this at least has had a fair trial, and may confi­
dently be pronounced a failure.

Unfortunately the world stands sorely in need of 
reform, but the true source of reformation is not tobo 
found in the Church nor discovered in the vaporings 
and impracticable talk at orthodox congresses. What 
is required to rid society of its present evils is a more 
keen sense of justice between man and man, a judi­
cious cultivation of intellect, a fostering of an exalted 
ethical standard, and an abiding confidence— not in 
priestcraft, creeds and dogmas, but in self-reliance 
and in well-determined efforts to enhance the happi­
ness and welfare of ono and all.

Charles W atts,

MENTAL MUMMIES.

THERE aro mental mummies who cannot bo rovived 
by removing their grave-shrouds and clothing them in 
modern drapery ; the principle of conservatism has 
penetrated their vory veins and the marrow of their 
bones. It is by no means unconceivable that a popular 
leader liko Garibaldi or Porfirio Diaz should succeed in 
persuading a million of his countrymen to renounce 
the yoke of Romo and build Protestant chapels, but 
tho result would bo largely limited to a change of 
nomenclature. Before long tho dissenters would march 
in procession with a wonder-working tooth of John 
Wesley or kiss a shred from tho petticoat of tho Holy 
Maid of Kent. They would groan at tho mention of 
Romo, but exorcise spooks with the initials of Ulric 
Zwingli, and abstain from work on the anniversary of 
every Protestant martyr. Thoy would try to redeem 
drunkards by sprinkling them with consecrated water 
from tho holy rivers of Kansas, and celebrate Arbor 
Day only by invoking tho spirit of Prof. G. P. Marsh, 
as a patron saint of climate-improving forests. Under 
tho stimulus of industrial influences, they might 
transfer tho cross from waysido shrines to telegraph- 
poles, but they would persist in the worship of sorrow.

Tho creed which has turned tho happiest countries 
of our globe into a grave of their former prosperity, is 
a medley of miraculism and anti-naturalism, and tho 
experience of tho last century has proved that both can 
survive the repudiation of Romo and even of Galilee. 
Tho mania of renunciation, after tho abolishment of 
monasteries and nunneries, continued its dismal rites 
in Quaker garb and Shaker temples of celibacy. The 
miracle-hunger of millions who have learned to scorn 
the clumsy tricks of tho cowled exorcist, gratifies its 
appetite in tho mystic gloom of tho dark cabinet.

I Rustic supernaturalists, deprived of such luxuries,
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in dem nify  them selves b y  retailing the m arvels o f  the 
serpent-charm  and joint-snake superstition.

A  curious psychological problem  suggests itself in 
the question h ow  far the charm  o f the “  sour-grape 
p h ilosop h y ”  m ay contribute to the persistence o f certain 
form s o f  m oral n ih ilism . C ondem ned crim inals alm ost 
invariably “  renounce the vanities ”  o f  a life  w h ich  the 
Court o f  A ppeals has refused to save, and in  a scaffold- 
speech, quoted in G alignani’s M essenger  o f  M ay 6, 
1837, the English  m urderer Joseph Greenacre expressed 
his con viction  that his crim e had been the means o f 
saving his soul, because “  death on the gibbet was one 
o f  the surest passports to heaven.”

F or sim ilar reasons degenerate nations, after realising 
the doom  o f  their national w elfare, are apt to renounce 
the g lory  o f a forfe ited  w orld , and to consider m isery, 
poverty, and shame so m any stepping-stone3 to the 
bliss o f  a better life  beyon d  the grave. A fter habitual 
sins against the health-laws o f nature have avenged 
them selves in  cureless diseases, decrepit bigots m ay 
find solace even in  that m ost insane tenet o f their 
dualistic creed w h ich  teaches them  to despise the b od y  
as the enem y o f  the soul.

A  natural effect o f  pessim ism  m ay thus, in  course o f 
tim e, becom e one o f  its perpetuating causes.

— The Monist. F E LIX  L . OSWALD.

N ATIO N AL SECULAR SOCIETY.
President, O. IF. F 0 0 1 E .

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.
Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason 
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
interference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears ; it 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore 
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
thought, action and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
as superstitious and by experience as mischievous, and assails 
it as the historic enemy of progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 
material well-being ; and to realise the self-government of 
the people.

MEMBERSHIP.
Any person is eligible as a momber on signing the following 

declaration :—
“  I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I pledgo 

myself, if admitted as a member, to co-oporate in promoting 
its objects.”

Name .................................................................. ..........
Address .........................................................................

Occupation ...............................................................................

Active or Passive .......................................................................

Bated this...........................dag o f ....................... 18

This Declaration should bo transmitted to the Secretary 
with a subscription; and, on admission of tho member, a 
certificate will be issued by the Executive.

The minimum subscription for individual members is one 
shilling per year; all beyond that amount is optional, every 
member being left to fix his subscription according to his 
means and interest in the cause.

Members are classed as active or passive. Passive members 
are those who cannot allow their names to be published. 
Active members are those who do not object to the publica­
tion of their names, and are ready to co-operato openly in 
the Society’s work.

Fill up the above form  and forw ard it, tvith sub­
scription ( as much, or as little, as you think just to 
yourself and the cause), to Mr. Robert Forder, sec., 28 
Stonecutter Street, London, E .C .; or to a local Branch 
¿secretary.

YE CHANT OF YE BEDLAMITE.

On the Bishop o f Exeter's confirmation o f idiots the “  Sydney 
Bulletin  ”  has the following.

You may be cracked and crazy (said the Bishop t’other day), 
You may believe yourself a goat and try to feed on hay,
You may believe yourself a hen and do your best to lay,
And yet your brain may comprehend the whole the Prophots 

say.

You may in fitful frenzy’s fire have kissed your ma-in-law, 
You may believe a woman’s tongue can sleep within her jaw, 
You may believe an M L. A. could pass the whisky by,
And still your mind may drink the Trewth that comforts 

when you die.

You may believe yourself a hog and start to raise a sty,
Or, like Bavaria’s Ludwig, build yourself a nest on high ;
You may believe the modern dude has brains within his head, 
Yet see tho mystic drift of all the ancient Hebrews said.

You may believe yourself a sago and think you often saw 
An honest man in wig and gown and practising the law ;
You may believe the cablegrammer never tells a lie,
Yet you may grasp Salvation’s scheme— and see the reason 

why.

You may bo the veriest essence of a sublimated ass,
Believe yourself a toy-balloon and fill yoursolf with gas, 
Believe no parson eyes the screw— whene’er he gets “  a call,”  
Yet you may weigh tho Scriptures well and understand them all.

You may believe you’ro made of lard and fear the summer sun, 
Believe yourself the princely heir of a certain Gracious One ; 
You may believe the good old press is straight and staunch 

and true,
And yet peruse the Blessed Book— and comprehend it, too.

You oft may need a padded cell and eke a jacket straight, 
You oft may need a little ice to cool your heated pate,
You oft may rend the midnight air with many a maniac yell, 
And yet imbibe the precious news the Bishop has to tell.

So, hear tho gladsomo tidings now— Ye Bedlamites— with jo y ; 
Let holy hymns and saintly psalms your lucid hours employ. 
The Bishop says— the dogmas dark that puzzle all the sane 
May yet be comprehended— whon there’s water on the brain.

P. L u m a .

A C I D  D R O P S .
We have been looking at the report of a eormon on Tenny­

son by the Rov. J. B. Meharry, of Crouch Hill Presbyterian 
Church. The reverend gentleman makes the poet out to 
have been a very good Christian, but he does this by 
judiciously choosing his facts. Ilis quotations in support of 
Tennyson’s Christianity are all from his oarlior pooms. Mr. 
Meharry discreetly pasaos by the passages from later poems 
given in our loader on Tonnyson in last week’s Freethinker.

“  Alas, that we must speak of him as dead ! ”  oxclaims Mr. 
Meharry. But why alas! Tonnyson did a long life's work 
and died at tho ripe ago of eighty-throe. How long, for 
goodness sake, does Mr. Meharry expect men to live ? We 
almost feel liko Frederic tho Oreat whon some of his soldiers 
turned tail in battle. The king rode up to them, crying, 
“  Wretches, would you live for ever ? ”  It seems to us that 
Mr. Meharry is guilty of a gross piece of sentimentalism.

Thomas Hardy’s Tess o f  the D' Urbervillers is censured in 
the Christian Commonwealth as “  audaciously anti-convon- 
tional.” This would be a curious judgment, if it were not 
that Christian journals are conventional or nothing. Our 
pious contemporary forgets that Jesus was very unconven­
tional in tho story of tho woman taken in adultery ; and still 
more unconventional in consorting with Mary Magdalen.

Mr. J. Morrison Davidson hated Mr. Bradlaugh when alivo, 
but why does he go out of his way to vilify him now ? lie  
treats Mr. Bradlaugh as a renegade because ho was a Repub­
lican, who impeached the House of Brunswick, and went to 
the House of Commons and swore allegiance to tho House of 
Brunswick. But surely this is a very shallow accusation. Mr. 
Davidson ought to know that Mr. Bradlaugh held the Queen’s 
title to tho throne to bo parliamentary. What ho swore,
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therefor?, was merely to uphold the law. He did cot renounce 
his right to agitate for an alteration of the law. As a matter 
of fact, Oath or Affirmation of allegiance, according to law, 
is unavoidable. Mr. Bradlaugh did a great stroke of work 
in regard to the Oath. It is easier to criticise it than to 
improve it. As for Mr. Davidson, we suggest that he should 
give Mr. Bradlaugh a rest, and turn his attention to Mr. John 
Bums and Mr. Keir Hardie. It would certainly be more 
courageous.

Charles Bradlaugh was the subject of many legendary 
stories. We used to wonder how they arose, and still 
more how they got circulated. Some very silly yarns 
were afloat as to his “  wealth.”  How were they generated ? 
Well, the following anecdote may help to explain.

The present writer (I, myself, as the great Dumas used 
to say) was in t,he train. The apartment had three other 
occupants. Each sat comfortably in a corner. When 
the British reticence had worn off the conversation grew 
animated and not uninteresting. Presently, by some caprice 
of talk, the subject of Trade Unions came up, and that 
led to Labor Leaders. At this point one of the travellers 
said, “ Ah, I see that John Burns offered to give £10,000 
to some public gardens or other. That’s a lot of money. 
I should like to know how he got it. Trade Unions seem 
to pay very well.”  Thereupon he shook his head, sadly 
and virtuously; and two of the other three travellers shook 
theirs as well.

These threo travellers were not exactly fools. On the 
contrary, they were intelligent looking men. They were 
simply victims of social prejudice. Nor was the story­
teller a liar. He evidently spoke with sincerity. This 
was shown when the present writer, who had been listening 
and watching with amusement, explained that John Burns 
had offered £15,000 on behalf of a rich man who did not 
want to bo known, and that John himself lived on a 
very small income. “  How do you know that ? ”  asked 
tho story-teller. “  I know John Burns personally,”  said 
the present writer. "  Do you now ? ” was the reply : “  Well, 
that settles it.”  And ho added, “  How wo may be 
deceived 1 ”

Price Hughes is sanguine as to Christian reunion, only 
people must not expect it in a hurry. “  The Church of God,” 
said he, at tho Reunion Conference at Prince’s Hall, Picca­
dilly, “  had been divided for eenturies, and there would bo 
nothing surprising in the fact that it might take a century to 
arrange their differences.”  Tho surprising thing is that, with 
a God-given revelation, the differences increase every century.

Judging by tho composition of the meeting, Mr. Hughes 
should have given ton centuries as the period for witnessing 
Christian reunion. With one solitary exception, all the 
speakers belonged to Mr. Hughes’ own school of “  Forward 
Methodists.”  The Bishop of Worcester, Archdeacon Farrar, 
Canon Freemantlo, Mr. Guinness Rogers, Dr. Berry, and Mr.
R. F. Horton had been invited, but all excused themselves.

The split at the Tabernacle has become more embittered. 
Dr. Pierson is said to have described tho memorialists for Dr. 
James Spurgeon as “  a seditious faction actuated by the 
Devil.”  What a useful follow tho Devil is to religionists.

Everybody has hoard how when Spurgeon died a placard 
was put up at tho Metropolitan Tabernaclo announcing that 
“ Our beloved pastor entered heaven 11.5 Sunday night.” 
But all have not heard that a wag passing by added in pencil: 
"Heaven, Tuesday, 1 a.m. C. II. Spurgeon not arrived. 
Getting anxious.”  That is the latest news on tho subjoct.

Tho third National Protestant Congress has been hold with 
somo eclat at Portsmouth. Miss Golding, tho lady who 
escaped tfrom a French convent; Edith O’Gorman, another 
escaped nun who declared there were 700 convent prison 
houses in England ; Jacob Primmer from Caledonia, and 
S>r A. Blackwood, tho pious Protestant of tho Post Office; 
and others, were there to rouse the apathetic British public 
to the insidious progress of Rom wism an.) Ritualism through­
out the land. Popery, tho Congress declared, was nothing 
hut baptised Paganism; but since the testimony of our Lord 
JeBus Christ to tho Old Testament Scriptures was a principal

subject of their deliberations, wo should say their Protestant­
ism is, after all, nothing but mitigated Catholicism.

We are still without any official information as to the 
stoppage by the Spanish government of the International 
Freethought Congress at Madrid. According to a Dalziel 
telegram from Rome, the Pope appears to be highly 
gratified, and it is rumored in Vatican circles that he 
has decided to confer the Order of the Grand Cross of 
Pius IX. on Senor Canovas del Castillo. Much good may 
it do him when he gets it 1 It is as easy for a government 
with plenty of policemen and soldiers to stop a Freethought 
Congress as for a company of bandits to rob a single 
traveller. The one act is as brave as the other— and just as 
distinguished. ____

Catholics who cry out “ Persecution”  because the French 
Republic will not let priests enter hospitals unless they 
are sent for, should say what they think of this Madrid 
incident. We invite them to declare their real sentiments. 
Do they mean that Catholics are entitled, when they 
have the power, to persecute Freethinkers; and also, on 
the other hand, that Freethinkers, when they have the 
power, are wicked in merely giving Catholics fair play ? 
This, at any rate, seems to be their opinion.

It is well to remember that Granier de Cassagnac, the 
father of Paul de Cassagnac, who was a Roman Catholic and 
an Imperialist, on one occasion shamelessly avowed this 
Janus policy. He cried out to the Republicans, “  We demand 
liberty from you on your own principles; when we are in 
power, on our own principles, we shall not give you liberty.”  
This is no reason, of course, why Republicans and Free­
thinkers should treat their opponents with injustice. It is a 
very good reason, however, for preventing them, if possible, 
from getting into power. ____

The Pope is trying to make terms with the French 
Republic. Why ? Because every reactionary effort has 
failed to shake it. In Spain he obtains the aid of the govern­
ment in oppressing Protestants and Freethinkers. Does not 
this show that there is no honesty in the Pope’s talk about 
“  liberty of conscience ”  in France. He is ready to suppress 
it in every other country where he has the power to do so.

Father Martin, the new General of the Jesuits, has been 
exchanging compliments with the prisoner at the Vatican, 
Both tho black and white Popes see they must work har­
moniously in theso heretical days, and have agreed to forget 
that Pope Clement XIV. suppressed the Jesuit order and is 
suspected of having died of poison in consequence.

Mr. Kemball, of tho Imperial British, East Africa, says, 
tho hatred between the Protestants and Catholics at Uganda 
is intense, and this is confirmed by the narrative of Mr. 
Collins, a Protestant missionary, who has just returned 
from that country. He says : “  When the Protestants 
heard tho sharp rattle of the big guns, they burst into 
rounds of cheering.”  Christianity, in Central Africa, is 
just about as pacific as anywhere else.

A Berlin newspaper affirms that British missionaries in 
Africa carry the Bible in one hand and a rifle in tho other. 
This is right enough as far as it goes, and just what the 
JJullctin has stated repeatedly. But tho German paper has 
imperfect information. It omits to mention a rum-bottle in 
tho other hand. That makes three hands, certainly, but the 
average missionary to the heathen always seems to have about 
as many hands as tho graven images of the Hindoos, and as 
many eyes as Argus. Ho uses his hands for Bibles, rum, and 
rifles, while still having a lot to grab land with ; and he keeps 
several of his eyes on heaven and the balance on the look-out 
for copra and concessions.— Sydney Bulletin.

A  Liverpool merchant, Mr. George Fowler, has left General 
Booth £5,000, and £25,000 to other religious organisations. 
He also leaves £20,000 to found in Liverpool a hospital for 
incurables. There is something very suggestive about this. 
It reminds us of the Greek altar "  to the unknown gods. 
This altar was an extra one, for all the gods overlooked in tho 
supply of special altars. Similarly, Mr. Fowler gives money 
to a long list of Christian bodies, and winds up with an extra 
£20,000 for general incurables.
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Christ’s Resurrection is declared by the Isle o f  Man Times 
to be the most certain fact in the history of the world ; more 
certain, we presume, than the death of Lord Tennyson. Our 
contemporary gives this opinion at the end of a review of a 
book on the subject by the Rev. T. P. Ring. Both the writer 
and the reviewer believed the story of the Resurrection before 
they studied its evidences. Their judgment, in consequence, is 
not very valuable. ____  ,

The following prayer is being circulated on a leaflet in the ) 
provinces: “  Additional Mission Prayer for the Mission.—  * 
Almighty God, heavenly father, we beseech thee pardon all 1 
thy ministers (as they call themselves) for turning thy houses I 
of prayer into begging houses, and grant that they may 
hunger and thirst after righteousness instead of collections 
and offertories. It seems that all they want is money. Our 
tithes are demanded, and if not given, are taken by force.
0  Lord, let our cry come unto thee. They take rent for seats 
in thy house, and twice every Sabbath the bag is held up to 
us for more money. When we come to thy table the bag is 
held up for money ; when we come to be married, to ask thee 
to bless our union, we have to pay money ; and above all, 0  
Lord, when we come to bury our dead in thy acre, they rob 
the poor brethren in distress of a sum of money called hurial 
fees.”  It concludes with a wish that the parsons would 
follow in the footsteps of their Lord.

The Two Worlds issues a missionary number which opens 
with an article on Biblical Spiritualism. We never could see 
how Bible believers could get away from the belief in angels 
and other spirits which appears on nearly every page of the 
old book ; but neither can we see that the old book is any 
authority in the matter ; and we are glad to think the majority 
of the readers even of the Two Worlds do not acknowledge 
it as such. ____

Eastbourne has a population of 35,000, and there is not a 
Board school in the town. When one is proposed, the Church 
people give bogus figures to show there is no occasion for 
such a dreadful increase of the rates. So “  Silly Sussex ”  is 
kept silly.

The German Emperor’s baby daughter— baby princess, 
some would call her— was baptised on Sunday. The water 
used in the ceremony was brought from the river Jordan. A 
bottle of this miraculous fluid is fetched for every Ilohen- 
zollern baby. Whether it has any peculiar efficacy is open to 
question. If it has, we don’t see why all babies shouldn’t bo 
christened with it. Hohenzollern babies are no more entitled 
than common babies to the best chance of going to heaven.

A  certain Syrian captain— but it was a long time ago — 
took seven dips in the Jordan, and it cured his leprosy. It 
did not cure the late Emperor Frederic’s cancered throat, and 
it appears to have had no effect on Emperor William’s arm 
or ear. Its miraculous properties seem to have weakened 
with age. Holy rivers are not what they were.

Principal Rainy backs out of the discussion on the theatro 
which was raised by his remarks on the " v ic e ”  which 
stuck to it. Mr. Beerbohm Tree, on the other hand, 
has given further expression to his feelings in an interview 
with a representative of the Scottish Leader. One of his 
observations is as pointed as it is practical. "  It would 
be sheer hypocrisy,”  Mr. Tree remarked, “  to say that 
actors are exempt from the weaknesses which are common 
to humanity, but I say unhesitatingly that in the catalogue 
of national crime the stage will be found to compare not 
unfavorably with the profession to which Principal Rainy 
belongs. Mr. Tree paused, and added significantly, “  An 
interesting problem for the psychologists that.”

Canon Baynes seems to be a foul gun of the Church. Ilia 
career is stopped for eighteen months for an indecent assault 
upon a child of ten.

Father O’Connor, head of the Catholic mission at Luton, is 
also in durance vile for six months for indecent assault upon 
a girl of thirteen. The matter would have been hushed up 
but for a local vigilance society.

John Manley, a missionary and Sunday-school teacher at 
Lerby, has been sentenced to six months’ hard labor for 
indecently assaulting a child of seven. 4

A  correspondent in the St. James's Gazette says that 
Neill the poisoner “ had fits of religious fervor, for he 
taught the Bible in Chalmer’s Sunday School, Quebec, 
and went to church and insisted on having a Bible in 
his room when visiting Miss Sabbatini at Berkhampstead.”

Condemned Murderer— “  I ’m all right. I ’ve repented 
an’ received religious consolation. Friend— “  Ain’ t you
afraid of meetin’ th’ woman you killed in th’ other world ? ”  
Condemned Murderer— “  Not much I ain’t. She’ll never 
get to heaven, where I ’m going’ , I killed her so quick 
she didn’t have much chance to repent. See ? ”

Joseph Mellor, of Oldham, who is arrested on a charge 
of imitating Deeming, may turn out to be another curious 
problem for orthodox investigators. We see by the news­
papers that “  a quantity of literature, principally o f  a 
religious character, has been found at Mellor’s house.”

There have been so many scandals among the Roman 
Catholic clergy of Canada that all the Canadian papers have 
taken up the subject. La Palrie says "  the corruption into 
which certain members of the clergy plunge themselves is 
worse than those of Zola’s heroes.”

Some make the Egyptian oppressor of Egypt to have been 
Bamases II., others Thothmes I. or Thothmes III. A writer 
in the Freeman is reluctantly compelled to admit that no 
satisfactory monumental evidence of the Pentateuch story has 
been discovered in Egypt.

Deep borings have been made at Muckleton Manor, 
Glaucestershire. They have gone down 1,342 feet— over 
a quarter of a mile— and haven’ t got to hell yet.

The deaths from cholera at Hamburg amounted to no 
fewer than 7,571 or about a thousand deaths per week while 
the cholera was at its height.

Cholera still lingers in Hungary, and the Lord has been 
devastating Sardinia with floods, causing immense los3 of life. 
What do Theists say of this handiwork ?

Three hundred and sixty-one persons wore killed in the 
Punjab alone by wild beasts and snakes last year. And yet 
man thinks the world was made for his special benefit.

Last Sunday harvest thanksgiving services were held at 
the Wesleyan church, Barwell, when smoke was seen to issue 
from under tho floor of the chapel. The preacher asked the 
choir to sing while a collection was taken : but tho people 
were too anxious to rush out, and the servico closed in con­
fusion.

The latest American Salvation hymn :
There’s flies on you and there’s flies on me ;
There’s flies on thou and flies on thee ;
There’s flies on him and flies on h e ;

But there’s no flies on the Lord.

At tho Portsmouth meeting of the Congregational Union 
tho Rev. A. C. Tarbolton, of Basingstoke, road a paper on 
"  Stumbling Blocks Before Children." He pleaded for 
pleasant services, and discountenancsd tedious sermons and 
the doctrine of a vengeful God and terrible Day of Judg­
ment. In fact, ho would give the children alt treacle and no 
brimstone. The Rev. P. A. Atkinson said, with somo truth, 
that Mr. Tarbolton had really introduced the question of the 
truth of the Bible.

A gentleman who had spent Sunday in Birmingham 
recently gave me a most satisfactory account of tho 
results of opening the municipal art galleries thero on 
Sunday afternoons. On tho day in question tho galleries, 
which are only open from two till five o ’clock, had been 
visited by 2,734 persons, and, to show that these were 
not mere unintelligent loafers, 504 of them had bought 
penny catalogues. These catalogues themselves are, I am 
told, a marvel of cheapness and good editing, and it is 
a thousand pities that the masses in other largo towns—• 
London amongst them— are not allowed to enjoy similar 
advantages.— Truth.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Friday, Ocf. 28, Co-operative Hall, Low 'Westwood, Eb- 
cbester; “  Is the Bibio a Safe Guide ?”

Saturday, Oct. 29, Bolden Colliery, Tyne Dock, “  Science 
and Miracles.”

Sunday, October 30, Thornton’s Varieties, South Shields:— 
11, “  Holy Absurdities 3, “  Men, Women and Children— the 
Real Trinity 7, “  Why I Cannot be a Christian,”

Nov. 6, Camberwell; 13 and 20, Hall of Scienoe; 27, Man­
chester.

Dec. 4, Grimsby; 11 and 18, nail of Science, London. 
January 1, Birmingham; 8, Leicester; 15 and 22, Hall of 

Science; 29, Bristol.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mn. Chap. W atts’ Engagements.—Oct. 30, Edinburgh. Nov. 8, 
Chester; 6 and 13, Birmingham; 20, Sheffield; 27, Hall of 
Science, London. Dec. 4, Hall of Science; 11, Manchester; 
18, Birmingham. — All communications for Mr. Watts 
should be sent direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The 
Orescent, Birmingham.

S. Davies.—Thanks for cheque for N.S.S., which will be 
acknowledged with other subscriptions on Mr. Foote’s return 
to London. We are obliged to you for your good wishes for 
“  the splendid work ”  we have in hand.

P. W. Baldwin.—The list will be acknowledged next week.
O. W eight.— We believe that Thomas Hardy, like George 

Meredith and Grant Allen, is a Freethinker. Indeed you 
may discern as much in his novels.

J. R.—The lectures at Milton Hall would bo announced if 
intimation were sent to us.

J. B.—The Book of Mormon was founded on a romance written 
b y  Rev. S. Spaulding; bo his daughter declared on oath. Itwas 
entitled “ Tho Manuscript Found,” — writton in biblical lan­
guage, and protended to givo the history of the peopling of 
America by the lost tribes of Israel, among the settlors being 
Mormon, Moroni and others.

lV. Sturmans.— Hereditary diseases do not all die out at the 
fourth generation, whatever may be thought to bo tho teach­
ing of the second commandment.

London Secular Federation.— It. O. Smith, hon. treasurer, 
acknowledges :—Miss Robins (2nd collection), £1.

T. Bullock.— Mr. Foote is in excellent health at prosont.
J. W. Gott.—Pleased to hear that your distribution of the 

Freethinker has increased tho weekly salo in Bradford. 
Mr. Footo, as you will seo, is ongaged for all Sundays till 
the ond of January. Ho will seo what ho can do later on. 
Wo are sorry tho battle at Bradford is so uphill.

P. W. Hall.—Always pleased to mako announcements for the 
Branches.

Mr. J. 0., of tho Bethnal Green Branch, will in futuro lecture 
undor tho namo of Mr. 0. James. His addresss is 18 
Williarn’s-ronts, Commercial-road, E.

P. Hunter, 113 Coppcras-liill, Liverpool, informs us ho ordered 
a copy of tho Freethinker for a customer about a month ago. 
At tho customer’s dosiro ho placed a copy in tho window 
and exhibited a content’s sheet. Ho now soils a dozen copies 
weekly, and beliovos ho will be able to sell a good many 
moro. Ho also receives orders for Frcothought books and 
pamphlots. This should stimulate our friends all over tho 
country to got newsagents to display tho Freethinker like 
other journals. Tliero is a salo for it whenever it has a 
chance.

“ Freethinker” Sustkntation Fund :—Mrs. M. Hancock 
(2nd sub.), 2s. Od.; J. Mosenthal, 17s.; J. W. Fitch, 10s.; T. 
Trollope, Is. 4d.; G. Harlow, .r>s,; J. Maitland, 5s.

G. B.— D’Anbigno’s History o f the lie formation is good in its 
w ay; perhaps tho beBt you can got in English within tho 
compass of a singlo work.

T. Criseikld has removed from Brighton to 31 South wick- 
street, Cambridge-torrace, Ilydo-park, London, W.

E. Tollman-Garner, Glendale, Alexandra-road, Solhurst, 
S.E.— Glad to know you aro still lecturing.

A nsw ers  to many correspondents stand over until noxt woek, 
in consequence of Mr. Foote’s abscnco from London.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance tho favor by 
marking tho passages to which tlioy wish to call our attention. 

” *i*Ktts Received.— Dcr Liohtfreund—Boston Investigator— 
Open Court— Froidcnkor—Two Worlds—Dor Armo Teufel 
“—liiborty— Liberator— I’ rogrcssivo Thinker— Flaming Sword 
"Secu lar Thought—Modern Thought—Twentieth Century— 
Fttr Unscrc Jugend— Freethinker’s Magazine—Truthsceker 
■—Western Figaro—Clarion—Church Reformer— Ironclad 
Ago—Independent Pulpit— La Vdrito Pliilosophiquo— Echo 
"•Watts's Literary Guide—Freedom—Cosmopolitan— Star— 
Bristol Mercury—Hull Critic—Bradford Haporth— North 
Eastern Daily Gazottc—Dundee Advertiser—Kansas Lucifer 
"•Natal Advertiser— Manchester Guardian— Normanton Freo 
Press—Western Times—Newcastle Daily Leader— New­
castle Weekly Chronicle.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.C. All business communi­
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C

Scale of A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements: — 
One inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £ l 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 6s. 6d. ; 
Half Year, 3s. 3d. ; Three Months, Is. 7Jd.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub­
scription expires.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

TO THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE 
NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

L adies and Gentlemen,
You are hereby appealed to on behalf of the 

Society’s funds. During th9 past year or two they 
have been heavily drained by the expenses of fresh 
propaganda and increased organisation. The old 
income of the Society is not equal to the new scale of 
work; and we must either diminish our expenditure, 
and with it our successful activity, or obtain a larger 
measure of financial support. Being naturally loth 
to let the work suffer, the Executive has desired me 
to issue this appeal, which it is hoped will elicit a 
generous response. We wish to raise £200 imme­
diately, so that we may enter upon the winter cam­
paign with energy and assurance. Any subscription 
you may kindly forward will be acknowledged, 
according to your directions, in the Freethought 
journals; and also, if requested, by post.

Yours very truly,
G. W. FOOTE,

October, 1892. President.

P.S.— Subscriptions can bo forwarded to me, at 14 
Clerkenwell-greon, London, E.C. ; to Mr. W. II. 
lloynolds, the treasurer, Camplin House, New 
Cross, S.E. ; to Mr. 11. Forder, hon. secretary ; 
or to Miss E. M. Vance, assistant secretary, 
28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Mr. Footo had capital meetings at Newcastle on Sunday 

better, in fact, than on tho occasion of his previous visit 
although there were counter attractions in the afternoon, in 
the railway servant«’ demonstration, and in the evening, in 
tho opening lecture of tho Sunday 8ociety. Tho evening 
audience was a really fine one. All copies of the Freethinker 
were sold at the bookstall and more could have been disposed 
of. During tho day tho chair was occupied by Mr. Joseph 
Brown (morning and evening) and Mr. F. Creswell (afternoon). 
Mr. Brown made an earnest appeal to tho local Freethinkers 
to join the Newcastle Branch and give financial aid to its 
propaganda in the colliery districts.

The afternoon lecture was on “ John Morley : Statesman, 
Writer, and Freethinker.”  A  correspondent in the Tory 
Journal had expressed a hope that “ the Nonconformist 
ministers, local preachers, class leaders, etc.,”  who had 
assisted to place Mr. Morley in power, would “  flock to the 
theatre and hear Mr. Foote,”  and afterwards repair to the 
Central Hall and “ hold another meeting to pray that God­
fearing men may govern this nation.”  Unfortunately the 
ministers and class leaders did not seem to havo taken this 
advice. A largo audience assembled, however, and the 
lecture was listened to with great attention and interest. A 
long and excellent report of it appeared in the next morning’s 
Leader, and another not quite so long in the Chronicle, which 
(of course) gave special prominence to the part of the lecture 
dealing with Mr. Morley’s views on theology and ethics.
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We are happy to know that the circulation, of the Free­
thinker steadily improves in Newcastle. This should lead to 
the strengthening of the local Branch. There is a great deal 
of Freethought, open or latent, in the Tyneside capital, and 
the officers and committee of the Branch are able and willing 
to organise it if adequately supported,

Members of the Chester-le-Street Branch drove over t9 
Newcastle in brakes, there being no railway accommodation 
on Sundays. Mr. Birtley, the secretary,-gave an encouraging 
report of progress in the neighborhood. It appears that a 
hall, capable of holding a thousand people, can now be 
obtained, and it is intended to hire it during the winter for 
a course of Sunday lectures, which could be attended by the 
large population within an easy distance. Of the progress of 
Freethought in other parts of the district covered by the 
North Eastern Secular Federation we hope to give an account 
in our next issue.

Next Sunday, Mr. Foote concludes his present lectures 
in the North, delivering three lectures at Thornton’s 
Varieties, South Shields, at eleven, three, and seven o’clock.

Mr. Jesse Herbert, who lectured for the Sunday Lecture 
Society at Newcastle last Sunday evening, having been Pro­
fessor of Law at the University of Canton, was able to speak 
from personal knowledge on the Government and Eeligions of 
China. On the latter topic he remarked that the Chinese 
would not hear of going anywhere after death except where 
their ancestors had gone. They held it unjust and impolitic 
to support any form of religion out of the State funds. They 
did not believe in interfering with any man’s beliefs, and they 
had “  a peculiarly lofty scorn of the offer of individual 
eternal happiness in a land of rest.”  Mr. Herbert’s state­
ments were received with applause. When he said that the 
Chinese mistrust all religions the audience laughed sympa­
thetically. ____

Mr. Asquith has made a very sensible settlement of 
the Trafalgar-square question. We have held all along 
that the Square is not a fit place for public meetings at 
all hours of the day and night. Mr. Asquith has decided 
to let it be used for demonstrations on Sundays, Saturday 
afternoons, and Bank Holidays ; with the judicious proviso 
that proper notice of all such meetings shall be given 
to the authorities. Thus ends— we hope for ever —  a 
wretched chapter of London History. Mr, Matthews and 
Sir Charles Warren acted foolishly and brutally. They 
are now among the things that were, and the Trafalgar- 
square question has been settled to the satisfaction of 
all reasonable men— as it might easily have been settled 
at first— by the exercise of a little common-sense.

The Athenceum states that Mr. Swinburne would not 
accept the Poet Laureateship if it were offered to him. 
We should think not indeed. Fancy the author of Songs 
Before Sunrise undertaking to grind out an ode when 
the next scion of royalty takes to himself a wife, or when 
the next lady of the royal family produces a baby— the only 
form of production these people affect 1 It is really too 
ridiculous to contemplate.

A  Freelhought Bible Class is being started in connection 
with the Manchester Branch, under the conduct of Mr. Sam 
Standring. Its meetings arc to be held weekly during the 
winter. The first takes place on November 2, the special 
subject being “  How we got the Bible.”

Mr. Charles Watts had a capital audienco last week in 
Dundee. The Dundee Courier gave a fair report, and said, 
“ Mr. Watts discoursed with much power and eloquence.”  At 
Aberdeen friends travelled thirty miles on purpose to hear 
our colleague, and at the close of the meetings three cheers 
were given for Mr. Watts.

On Sunday last Mr. Watts had three large audiences at 
Glasgow. The enthusiasm was exceedingly hearty, and the 
applause was renewed again and again at the conclusion of 
each lecture.

Mis. Samson takes the platform at the Hall of Scienco 
on Sunday morning, her subject being “ Three needed 
Reforms.”  The admission is free, and wo hope there 
will be a good attendance. In the evening, Mr. G. J.

Holyoake lectures on “  John Bunyan, prince of contro­
versialists.”

The adjourned meeting of the members of the West Ham 
Branch took place on Saturday evening last, when the resolu­
tion by which it had been decided to sever their connection 
with the N.S.S. was rescinded.

A special meeting of the Grimsby Branch will be held on 
Sunday at 7, in the Hall of Science, to arrange for a tea on 
Mr. Foote’s visit and to transact other important business. 
All members and their wives are requested to be present.

Special Subscriptions to N.S.S.— E. Crutterdean, 2 s .: 
G. Wenborn, £1 ;  John Samson, £1 Its. 6 d .; J. Plummer, 
2s. 6 d .; T. E. Almond, 2 s .; A. W. Marks, 10s. ; Mrs. B. E. 
Marks, 10s.; S. M. A., 5 s .; 0. M. M. Jacobs, 16s.

The South Essex Secular Society has canvassed the candi­
dates for the West Ham municipal election respecting Sunday 
opening of the Free Library and the use of Stratford Town 
Hall for the “  Sunday evenings for the people.”  Definite 
promises of support have been received from Eichard Athey, 
J. Cavanagh, Percy Alden, M.A., E. Fulcher, and 0. Foden. 
Full list of adopted candidates will appear in the local papers.

The London Freethinkers’ Ball at tho Hall of Science, 
has been fixed for Wednesday, November 30. Tickets 
(Is. each) will shortly be in the hands of Branch secretaries. 
As any profit will be devoted to the work of the London 
Secular Federation, it is hoped that Freethinkers will 
make a point of supporting this gathering. Further
particulars will be announced in subsequent issue.

Trouble being again expected from rowdyism at the 
lectures at Finsbury Park, morning and afternoon, the 
Branch will bo glad if as many friends as possible will 
attend in order to maintain the peace on Sunday next.

The Battersea Branch continues its outdoor lectures at the 
Park Gates right through the winter. Only in the event of 
very Bevere weather will any morning lecture be given in the 
Secular nail close by. Last Sunday morning Mr. 0. James 
lectured for the first time at Battersea, and, we are informed, 
gave every satisfaction. The largo and attentive audience 
that assembled were delighted with his argumentative stylo, 
and frequently applauded his eloquent and powerful address.

Any persons willing to deliver lectures on behalf of the 
principles of the N.S.S. may send in their names and 
addresses to tho editors of the N.S.S. Almanack. They 
thereby incur no responsibility, neither does tho N.S.S.

A late number of the Liberator to hand, in its Sydney 
notes, reports that a sub-committeo of the Executive Council 
was appointed to confer with Mr. Collins for the purposo 
of drawing up a scheme for the formation of a National 
Secular Society for tho whole of Australasia. The advisablo- 
ness of forming a National Society to embrace country 
districts and the whole of Australasia generally having 
been unanimously affirmed, it was decided to adhero as 
closely as practicable to tho rules of tho N.S.S. of Great 
Britain. Tho following provisionary officers were appointed—• 
Mr. Collins, President; Mr. E. F. Tyo, Treasurer; and 
Mr. A. D. Maclaren, Secretary. We wish tho Socioty 
all success, and hope our friend Joseph Symes will bo 
able to share in its work.

We are pleased to notice from the Liberator that tho project 
of a Secular Association for Australia, “  framed on tho lines 
of tho National Secular Society of Great Britain,”  is advo­
cated in a ciraular bearing the signatures of Joseph Symes, 
W. W. Collins, and Wallace Nelson.

Freethought is making good progress in Now Zealand, 
where Mr. Wallace Nelson has recently gone. Mr. Ballance, 
the head of the government, is a Freethinker.

In the Boston Investigator Professor J, II. Cook pays a fine 
tribute to the late Ernestine L. Eose, concluding with the 
following epitaph :

Fragrant and lovely in sweet repose 
Best, godless, noble, human Eoso.
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The Chicago University has shown its liberality by appoint­
ing a Jew (Babbi Hirsch) Professor of Talmudic Literature.

Aunt Elmina Slenker, of Snowville, Pulaski Co., Virginia, 
has started a Freethought paper for the young, entitled the 
Little Freethinker,

Twelve out of thirteen of the board of women managers 
of the exhibit of the State of New York for the World’s Fair 
have protested against the action of Congress in closing the 
exhibition on Sunday. The N. Y. World opens its columns 
to a discussion of the subject by women.

Secularism appears at Berlin in the guise of an Ethical 
Society which has been started under good auspices. Privy 
Councillor Forster, the well-known man of science and director 
of the Berlin Observatory, who presided at the inaugural 
meeting, declared they must cease to let only the ordained 
priests manage their highest and most important affairs. Dr. 
Stanton Coit attended and spoke of the Ethical Societies in 
England and the United States.

The Cosmopolitan, a monthly Freethought journal, edited 
by K. Kavyabisharad, still comes to us from Calcutta. It 
takes several items from our columns, the September number 
having two articles from the pen of Mr. Wheeler.

Now the severe weather is on, parcels of cast-off clothing 
and boots will be of service to the Benevolent Fund Com­
mittee. Parcels, carriage paid, may be sent to Mis3 Vance, 
28 Stonecutter-street.

South London Freethinkers will notice that on Sunday 
next (November 5) Mr. Foote lectures at the Camberwell 
Secular Hall, which he has not be able to visit for a 
considerable time. The lecture he will deliver is his 
new one, “  Tho Doom of the Gods.”

C H R IST IA N IT Y  NOT FOUNDED ON ARGUMENT.

I n 1741 an anonymous little book appeared with tho above 
title, which perhaps was the most noticeable outcome of tho 
disputes between Christians and Deists of that period. The 
eighteenth century may be said to have ushered in the Age 
of Reason. Poland with his Christianity Not Mysterious, 
and Locke with his Reasonableness o f  Christianity, sot 
the ball rolling which has come on with impetus to our own 
day, when unwary Christians are casting overboard one by 
ono their irrational Jonahs, quite oblivious that the process 
will finally leave their ship entirely empty. The work in 
question was written by Henry Dodwell, tho eldest son and 
namesake of the learned Dodwell who wrote on the natural 
mortality of tho soul. Of the son in question little is known 
beyond his having been brought up for tho law, and being 
also a foremost promoter of the Society for the Encourage­
ment of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce. l ie  is usually 
classed as a Deist and an enemy of Christianity ; for it was 
lelt that his insidious pamphlet undermined every pretence 
to rationality in tho established religion. It is written, 
howevor, in such a tone o f implicit faith or grave irony, 
that those who have claimed Gibbon as a very good 
Christian might, with far more appearance of reason, 
claim Henry Dodwell, whoso booklet evidently gave hints 
both to Gibhon and to Hume. For the author of Chris­
tianity Not Founded on Argument, and the True 
Principle o f  Gospel Evidence assigned in a Letter to a 
Young Gentleman at Oxford, escaped all danger of 
prosecution and imprisonment by writing as a friend 
endeavoring to establi-h Christianity on its true basis. 
That basis not the pretence of reason put forward by 
moderns, but supernatural God-given faith, upon which the 
Church had insisted for ages as its necessary foundation, 
aud which is the foundation appealed to in the Bible. He 
Puts as the motto on his title-page, 11 Psalm cxvi. 10 : 7 
believed, and therefore spake.”  With great gravity and 
seeming seriousness tho author sets himself to show that 
beligion is not to be judged by reason. “  Your boasted 
rational faith is what 1 would fain show you to be a false, 
unwarranted notion of your own, and without the least 
ground to support it either in nature or revelation.”  He 
undertakes to allirm— “  F irst: That reason, or tho intellec­
tual faculty, could not possibly, both from its own nature aud 
that of religion, be the principle intended by God to lead

us into a true faith. Secondly: That neither is it so 
in fact from the plain account given us of it in Holy 
Scripture. In the first place he asks, “  Can it be by the 
exercise of their reason that men can be required to 
think all alike? The different light in which things 
appear to different men, must create a variety of faiths. 
He asks further, “  Can a man be baptised into a rational 
religion ? ” Where is reason concerned when babes 
accept the terms of salvation by deputy, and are entitled 
to all the privileges of the mo3t extensive faith by another’s 
act? W e are told to pray for increase of faith, but 
how absurd it would be to pray “  Give us 0  Lord from 
Heaven, by thy particular assistance, a larger degree 
of that faith which we have already attained in part 
from the natural aud ordinary means of conviction, and 
the consideration of the evidence.”  He considers it most 
absurd to require a belief if previous examination be 
requisite. “  To leave mankind a disputable subject to 
exercise their judgments upon, and at the same time 
to require us all at the peril of our soul3, to be in the right, 
demonstration itself is not ground sufficient to exact 
such an assent, unless it be self-evident too, and if 
there be the least of induction or inference in the case.”  
This, as Mr. Leslie Stephen in his History o f  Thought 
in England in the Eighteenth Century points out, was 
but putting in another form the demand often suggested by 
the Deists, that a religion which insists upon universal 
obedience should rest upon evidence as clear as the sun 
in heaven. But it was part of Dodwell’s scheme to decry 
reason as inadequate for the foundation of faith.

All attempts to found Christianity upon reason, he says, 
are unsettling, and really a capitulation to the enemy. 
For if one conclusion is defensible because founded on 
reason, why not all and every conclusion so founded. 
Examination implies doubt— a possibility that truth may be 
on the other side. It is one thiDg whether a propo­
sition be indeed true in itself, and another whether 
a man be bound to apprehend and believe it. A rgu­
ments only obscure faith, “  even upon the plainest 
question in nature, the existence of a Deity, the labored 
productions of Dr. Clarke himself have rather contributed 
to make for the other side of the question, and raised a 
thousand new doubts in the reader’s mind.”  No religion, 
he says, can be rational that is not founded on a free aud 
impartial examination. And such examination supposes a 
perfect neutrality to the principles which are to be 
examined ; a neutrality prohibited by the threat of damna­
tion -on the unbeliever. Now few are capable of this 
impartial examination. Christianity itself prevents them 
by taking care that the tender minds of infants are suborned 
in its favor. He urges the absurdity of imposing on all, 
ignorant aud infants, “  a faith built upon syllogisms.”  To 
assure our intelligence of tho truth needs deep studies. 
This may be good news for the learned and those with 
ample time for investigation, but not to those who have 
neither time nor capacity for acquiriug knowledge. But 
the command to bolieve is absolute and peremptory on all. 
It is not made on condition of our having ability aud 
opportunity to make inquiries and weigh probability : it is, 
l ie  that beliovoth not shall be damned. He that is not 
with mo is against me ; and W hat is not of faith is sin. A  
rational faith is precarious, subject to change, and awakens 
no zeal. Can this be tho faith whoso promised influence 
was to supersede tho powers of second causes and triumph 
over the whole course of nature in its operations ? The 
rational believer “  will never be solicitous enough about 
the success of his inference, or resent with a becoming 
ardor the contradiction of his doctrines and hypothesis.”  
In other words, the Rationalist will not persecute un­
believers as Christians have ever done. Aud then it is 
ovident that what reason first established, tho same reason 
must ever have the power to repeal, whereas ‘ ‘ it is the 
religious man’s resolution as it is his duty to persist in the 
faith ho has once espous- d to his life’s end.”  Rationalism 
will never induce martyrdom. J. M. W .

( To he concluded J

Tho old Jews always went in for round numbers, and never 
spoilt a whacking lie for want of a figure or two. They 
make Abijah elav five hundred thousand chosen men 
(2 Chron. xiii. 17), whilo the Lord killed fifty thousand and 
seventy of tho little village of Bethshomesh for lookiug into 
his travelling trunk (1 Sam. vi. 19).
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T E N N Y S O N ’ S P IL O T .

I t  appears, after all, that “  C.” w ho w rote in  the 
A thenceum, was in  error as to T ennyson ’s “  P ilo t  ”  in 
one o f his last poem s.

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar.

M r. G . L . C raik , w ho was supposed to  b e  “  C .,”  
w rites as fo llow s to the Times :

“  The present Lord Tennyson writes to me : ' My father 
was much pained to learn that anyone could misinterpret the 
‘ Pilot ’ in ‘ Crossing the Bar,’ and imagine that it referred to 
Arthur Hallam or to my brother Lionel. He had thought 
there could be only one possible interpretation. Repeatedly 
and emphatically, ¿t his dictation, I have had to say this. 
Moreover, I have had to explain, also at his dictation, that 
in the line ‘ And after that the dark,’ the ‘ dark ’ merely 
means ‘ The valley of the shadow of death.’ Let me add, as 
my name has been unfoundedly connected with the mistaken 
interpretation, that I have heard the Laureate say the same 
thing as his son does, aDd express his astonishment that 
there could be any misunderstanding, as he had written 
• Pilot ’ with a capital P.”
T h is  is sufficiently decisive. T ennyson  expected  to 
m eet C hrist as his p ilo t  to P ort F e lic ity  over the 
B la ck  Sea o f  D eath. B ut the expectation  d oes  not 
p rove  h is b e lie f in  the d e ity  o f  C hrist. T he sentim ent 
o f  “  C rossin g  the B a r ”  is one that m igh t be  shared, 
w e im agin e, b y  m ost U nitarians.

T hat T ennyson  turned to Shakespeare at the last 
is  n ow  established b ey on d  con trad iction . H is son 
confirm s the new spaper report in the fo llow in g  letter 
to  S ir A rth u r H od g son , Chairm an o f  the S hake­
speare ’ s B irthplace T ru s te e s :

“  I beg you to convey from my mother and myself our 
grateful acknowledgment to the Executive Committee of 
Shakespeare’s Birthplace for their most kind expression of 
sympathy and for their beautiful wreath. My father was 
reading ‘ King Lear,’ ‘ Troilus and Cressida,’ and ‘ Cymbe- 
line ’ through the last dajs of his life. On Wednesday he 
asked for Shakespeare. I gave him the book, but said, ‘ You 
must not try to read.’ He answered, ‘ I havo opened the 
book.’ I looked at the book at midnight when I was sitting 
by him, lying dead on the Thursday, and found he had 
opened on one of the passages which he had called the 
tenderest in Shakespeare. We could not part with this 
volume, but buried a Shakespeare with him. We had the 
book enclosed in a metal box and laid by his side.— Yours 
faithfully, Hallam T ennyson.”

W e  com m eDd this to  the consideration  o f  all g ood  
Christians. T en n yson  d id  n ot ask for the B ib le  or 
the N ew  Testam ent, but fo r  S h a k esp ea ro ; and he 
turned to the P agan  p lays, w hich  are full o f  w isdom  
and hum anity, bu t aro w ithout a tincture o f  Christian 
sentim ent. G . W . F o o t e .

“  W ILD  FLOW ERS OF FREETIIOUGIIT.”

I WAS rather surprised in reading over the short article by 
Ron Mahon in the F reeth in ker  to find myself referred to 
as a “  Freethought Wildflower.”  It struck me as a rather 
appropriate cognomen, seeing that I live in the village of
II -----, away up in the wilds o f the North Riding, where
there is very little to see but grouse and thistles. However, 
on ruminating for a moment, I could not brook the thought 
that by the local “  sky-pilols ”  we were regarded more in 
the light of a poisonous fuD gus than a “  wild flower.”

I presume that “  R. L .”  came to the district on a 
botanical excursion, and in his explorations he found two 
specimens; but I can assure him that we number more than 
twice two, and that we havo sometimes thought of bringing 
a lecturer over to what he dubs “  this villago swamped 
with religion,”  to expose the prevalent superstition.

A  few weeks ago I was invited to a Y .M  C.A. Bible 
class, when the subject for consideration was prophecy. I 
listened to the stale platitudes one after another— how that 
the fulfilment of the prediction of the fall o f Jerusalem was 
a proof of the authenticity of the Bible, e t c . ; and when it 
came to my turn, I suggested that if the fulfilment of

certain prophecies, which might never have been predicted 
until after they were fulfilled, was proof of its authenticity, 
what was the non-fulfilment of J. C.’s prophecy that his 
second coming would be in the lifetime of the generation 
then living a proof o f?  This query rather puzzled the 
young sparks; and after a two hours’ debate they found 
they had floundered into a quagmire. The class-leader 
ultimately blurted out that at any rate her Majesty was 
satisfied with the Grand Old Book when she showed it to 
that black prince as the foundation of England’s greatness.
I cited Sir Henry Ponsonby’s letter of denial. The result 
of my attendance was that the fortnightly Bible class 
debate was supplanted with a fortnightly entertainment; 
and it certainly struck me that a variety entertainment is 
much more soothing to the bigots than a set debate with 
sceptics. One of the defenders of the only true faith went 
so far as to say that the Secularists had just recently 
adopted a creed which began as follows : “  I believe in 
G. W . Foote, maker of heaven and earth,”  etc. On being 
challenged for the source of his information, however, he 
could not tell me.

Some little time ago I was spending my holidays at a 
picturesque seaside watering-place on the Lancashire coast, 
and on taking a stroll one fine Sunday afternoon along the 
promenade my attention was arrested by a little thick-set 
fellow who was haranguing a crowd by belaboring the 
sceptics and denouncing them as a set of the most con­
temptible and unprincipled scamps in creation. Recognising 
myself as one of the class he sought to incriminate, I of 
course stopped, and somewhat unwillingly submitted to 
listen to the castigation. After the orator had exhausted 
his exuberant verbosity on the sceptics, he turned his atten­
tion to the “  Great I Am,”  which in this case was him self, 
for he evidently considered himself an important per­
sonage. H e related how that years ago he was an 
inmate of Wakefield gaol, and during his forced stay there 
he had been converted by the chaplain. I thought to 
myself, now is the time for a bit of banter, and I instantly 
ejaculated, “  Did you meet any infidels there ?”  This 
elicited a pious howl from the multitude, accompanied with 
angry cries o f “ Take him aw ay.”  The orator, not affect­
ing to hear me, nothing daunted I again shouted, “  Did you 
find any sceptics in gaol ?”  This sent the follower o f the 
meek and lowly Jesus into a tornado o f passion, and he 
related a confab he had once had with one of those sceptics 
— but not in gaol, oh n o ! Of course not. You do not 
often find sceptics gaol-birds, although Mr. Foote has been 
one ; and, to use an expression of Dr. Johnson’s, one day 
last February “  wo (meaning myself) perambulated that 
portion of the protuberant asperities which nature had 
obtruded between us and the stranger” — going seventy 
miles each way to hear Mr. Foote speak at Leeds. 
Stranger, however, is hardly the word, for wo were per­
fectly familiar with him through his works years previously.

But I must return to the orator and his viciim, the 
sceptic ho boasted having “  sat upon.”  l ie  asked the 
poor deluded infidol if ho behoved in G o d ; to which ho 
replied, “  No, ho believed in nature.”  The orator’s rejoinder 
was, “  W ell, but this blessed book tells me that God made 
the sun ; why did not nature make another sun to be equal 
with God ?”  “  This settled the infidel,”  boasted the orator. 
The Anglican clergyman who presided over tho meeting 
could not cover his shame, so he covered his face with his 
hands. Just as I said I didn’t believe there is a Free­
thinker between Johnny Groats and Land’s End but 
knows that there aro hundreds o f suns in the universe, and 
that it was only reserved for Christian windbags to spout 
such rubbish as that. Tho farce was screaming. Tho 
clergyman came and gave mo a tract and kindly asked 
mo to decam p; but I .said it was my turn now. Tho 
speakers removed a hundred yards away, but in controversy 
with another white choker who stood near me I kept fully 
two-thirds o f the crowd listening while I dilated upon 
Christian bigotry and biblical inconsistency for another 
hour. J . ROUTII.

n o w  t o  n E L P  us.
(1) Got your nowsagont to exhibit tho Freethinker in tho

window.
(2) Got your newsagent to take a few copioe of tho Freethinker

and try to soil them, guaranteeing to tako tho cipica 
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an oxtra copy (or more), and circulato It among your
acquaintances.
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B O O K  C H A T .

Mr. H. S Salt, secretary of the Humanitarian League, 
and well known as a writter on Shelley, publishes through 
George Bell and Sons (2s.), a pretty little volume on 
Animals’ Bights. It is a careful and thorough piece of 
work, marred by no hysterics, for Mr. Salt always keeps 
his enthusiasm well in hand. From every point of 
view, the book does him great credit. Without the least 
fanaticism, Mr. Salt has a sentiment of humanity which 
extends to every form of existence that is capable of 
feeling pain. We heartily recommend his volume to all 
who are interested in diminishing the misery of this 
world. Those who are not thus interested, at least in 
relation to the lower animals, should also read Mr. Salt’s 
plea for reform in this direction. It will be well for
them to get enlightenment on the subject; for ‘ -'evil is 
wrought by want of thought as well as by want of heart.”

# * •
Mr. Salt points out that ancient philosophers and 

opponents of Christianity like Porphyry, held humaner 
notions in regard to animals than Christian divines have 
done. He does not quote St. Paul’s brutal query “  Doth 
God care for oxen ? ” , but he cites a strong passage 
from Schopenhaur about the Judaic virus in Christianity, 
which made it, generally speaking, insensible of the claims 
of animals. To an English Freethinker— the great Jeremy 
Bentham— belongs “  the high honor of first asserting the 
rights of animals with authority and persistence.”  "W h y  
Bhould the law,”  asked Bentham, “ refuse its protection 
to any sensitive being ? The time will come when 
humanity will extend its mantle over everything which 
breathes. We have began by attending to the condition 
of slaves ; we shall finish by softening that of all the 
animals which assist our labors or supply our wants.”

*  *  *

Slaughtering animals for food is a thorny subject. Meat- 
eating is the general practice amongst us, and it will not do 
to argue the question on vegetarian grounds. Nor, indeed, 
does Mr. Salt do so in relation to immediato reforms. Ho 
does hope, however, that in the course of time the civilised 
races will cease to oat dead animals. But ho overlooks a 
problem beyond that. If fowls are kept for eggs, and cows 
for milk, they would have to be despatched ultimately. We 
should like to hear what Mr. Salt has to say upon this point. 

* * *
As for the brutalities of sport, vivisection, and what Mr. 

Salt calls “  murderous millinery,”  there is little, if anything, 
to find fault with in this volume. The final chapter on 
“  Lines of Reform ”  is written with wisdom and moderation. 
We should like to see Mr. Salt’s plea for Animals’ Rights 
circulate by the hundred thousand.

•  *  *

Voltaire, the greatest literary figure of last century, 
still continues to excite interest. Messrs. Walter Scott 
and Co. have put forward a new Life by F. Lespinasse, 
a writer who many years ago published a volume on 
J’/ic Youth o f  Voltaire. Mr. Lespinasse rightly says
the noted phrase, Ecrasez L ’infame, did not refer to 
»ny personal founder of Christianity, but to the system 
° f superstition which took shelter under his name.

*  *  *

Mr. G. J. Ilolyoake’s Sixty Years o f  an Agitator’s Life, 
will be published by Mr. T. Fisher Unwin, in two volumes 
with portraits, at the price of one guinea.

•  *  *

George Meredith’s now volume of poetry entitled The 
Tlnipty Puree, is now published by Macmillan.

*  *  *

Messrs. G. P. Putnam’s Sons will publish the English 
cdition of the reissue of Herman Melville’s fine novels, begin- 
ning with Omoo and Types. Whit (jacket and Moby Dick are
also announced. Wo trust Mardi will bo included.

Upon the authority of 1 Kings x. 28 and 2 Chron. i. 16, it 
has been supposed that mighty old Solomon, with his 
thousand wives and concubines and oDe-horse temple, 
imported quantities of “  linen yarn ”  from Egypt. A  refer­
ence to the Revised Version fails, however, to discover any 
trace of yarn, flax, or other material. So the story proves 
to be a “  yarn ”  pure and simple.

CHRISTLVN GUILE.
In illustration of the prevalence of “  venal voting ”  in the 

United States, Professor McCook relates two stories, the first 
of which was confided to him by an actor in it. It was 
Sunday, and the eve of an election. Word came to the 
management that a certain gang could be had for five hun­
dred dollars. The candidate was rich, and he was at prayer 
meeting. He was called out, and the situation explained. 
He looked uncomfortable, faltered, and finally replied: 
“  Well, gentleman, I don’ t know about such things; but if 
you say it’s all right, I suppose it is.”  So he gave his 
cheque— and was elected. Again : A  well-known and most 
exemplary man was governor. A  local magnate visited him 
with the usual story. He coldly replied, “  I am sorry, sir, 
but I never have anything to do with such methods of pro­
cedure.”  The visitor grew red, arose, and was leaving in a 
high state of surprise and indignation, for he had understood 
that his visit would be appreciated. But just as his hand 
was on the door-knob, he heard a placid voice remark,
“  Perhaps you had better call on Col. -------, a member of my
staff, before you go.”  He called (says Mr. McCook) and was 
satisfied. Meanwhile the governor turned to his secretary 
and remarked with a gentle smile, “  You know one must 
exercise Christian guile sometimes.”— Daily News.

SUNDAY MEETINGS.

(Notieei oj Lectures, etc., must reach ut by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “  Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card. ) 

Secretaries may send in a month’s list of lectures in advance.
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 
dramatic sketches, concert, and dancing (free). Tuesday at 8, 
social gathering. Thursday at 8, R. N. McDougall, “  Free Land 
v. Nationalised Land” (free). Friday at 8, C. Cohen, “ Astro­
nom y” (2d. and 4d.)

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman.roadi 7.30, 
C. Cohen, ‘ Secularism and Science.” Monday at 9, C. Cohen’s 
science class (astronomy). Wednesday at 9, C. Cohen’s class on 
“  Spencer’s Ethics.”  Saturday at 8.30, free  ooncerr and dance.

Camberwell— «1 New Church-road, 8 .E .: 7.30, H. Snell, « The 
French Revolution and Freethouglit—If.”

Edmonton—Angel Hotel Assembly Room (corner of Silver, 
street): 8.30, music; 7, 0  J. Hunt, “ Evolution and Design.”

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.O.: 11.15, Mrs. Louisa Sam­
son, “ Three Needed Reforms (Political)” (free); 6.30, musical 
selections: 7, G. J. Holyoake, John Bunyan: X’rince of Contro. 
versalists" (3d., 6d., and Is )

Hammersmith— Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday 
at 8, A. Goodrich, “ The Authorship of the Four Gospels.” 

Woolwich—“ Sussex Arms,” Assembly Room, 60 Plumstead- 
road (entrance, Maxey-road): Thursday at 8, A. B. Moss will 
lecture.

Open-air P ropaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, G. Easton, “ Is the Bible Man’s 

Highest Guide to Morality P”
Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11,15, C. James 

will lecture.
Camberwell—Station-roadi 11.30, C. Cohen, “ Christianity and 

Morality."
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, G. Standring, 

“ Secularism, the Only Hope for Humanity ” ; 3.30, O. J. Hunt 
“ After Death— W hat ?"

Hammersmith-bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, W . J. Ramsey 
“ The Prince of Whales.”

Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, J. Fagan will lecture. 
Kilburn-High-road (corner of High-road and Victoria-road): 

7, Mr. St. John, “ The God Idea.”
Mile End Waste: 11.30, C. J. Hunt, “ Prayer.”
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, W . J. Ramsey, “ Freethouglit, the 

Only Salvation.”
Victoria Park (near the fountain!: 11.15, C. J. Steinbeig will 

lecture; 3.15, C. Cohen, “ The Past Year’s Work.”
COUNTRY.

Aberdeen— Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Hall No. 4, upstairs): 
6.30, Charles Addie, “ Epochs of Religious and Freethought 
Activity.”

Birmingham— Baskerville Hall, Orescent, Cambridge-street i 
11, a Paper by G. Bayliffe; 7, R. S. Bransby, "Brotherly Love ; 
or the Church Congress.”

Blackburn— Spinners’ Institute, Peter-street: James Hooper, 
3, “ Is the Bible True P” ; 6.30, “  Miracles.”

Bradford— Unity Lodge Rooms, 65 Sunbridge-road: J. G. Fisher, 
3, “ The Universe: a Republic or an Empirep” ; 6 30, “ Free- 
thought and Politics.”

Bristol—Shepherd’s Hall, Old Mnrket-street: 7, a meeting. 
Cardiff—Public Hall, yueen-street Arcade (entrance from 

Woking-street): Stanley Jones, 11, “ Was Christ the Son of 
God?” ; 3, “ Creation and the Fall of Man” ; 6.30, “ Is there 
Evidence of the Existence of God ?”

Chatham— Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, New Brompton: 1], 
A. G. Read, “ Immortality ” ; 2.45, Sunday-school; 7, A. E. Row- 
croft, «  Marriage as it is, as it was, and as it should be.”

Dudley— Workmen’s Lecture Hall, Flood-street: 3, Dr. T. R. 
Alliason, “ Our Health, and how to keep it.”
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Glasgow— Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswiek-ztreet: 12, dis­
cussion class, D. G. Lindsay, “ The Evolution of the Bible” ; 
6.30, J. B. Glasier, “  What is Freedom ?’’

Glasgow— St. Rollox Eclectic Society, Toynbee Hall, Parson- 
street: Tuesday at 8, D. Lindsay, “ The Evolution of the Bible.” 

Grimsby— Hall of Science, Freeman-street: 7, special business 
meeting.

Leeds— Crampion’s Temperance Hotcd, Briggate: 7, J. Badley, 
"  Christian Peace.”

Liverpool —  Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-streel: 11, Tontine 
Society; 3, philosophy class; 7, Mr. Andrews, “ The Humanity 
of God.”

Manchester N.8.S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : Mrs. Annie Besant, 11, “ Theosophy and Labor” ; 
3, “ The Criminal Brain” ; 6.30, “ H ell: does anybody Believe 
in i t ? ’ Tuesday at 8, debating society, Mr. Butterworth, 
“ Nature : Known and Unknown.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street,: 3, monthly 
meetingof members; 7, T. Pearson, “ Christianity and Socialism.” 

Nottingham— Secular Hall, heck-street: 3, children's meeting; 
7, Mr. Lord will lecture. Tuesday at 8, debating class. Wednesday 
at 8, committee meeting.

Plymouth— 100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth —  Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Soutksea: 

3, mutual improvement, class; 6, committee meeting; 7, Mr. 
Pinhorne “ A Cycle Ride through Hampshire.”

Sheffield —Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: Touzeau Parris, 
11, “ Rights of Labor ” ; 3, “ The Value of the Bible” ; 7, “ The 
Mystery of Evil Unveiled” ; tea at 5,

South Shields—Thornton’s Varieties: G. W. Foote, 11, “ Holy 
Absurdities” ; 3, “ Men, Women, and Children: the Real 
Trinity ” ; 7, “ W hy I Cannot be a Christian.”

Wolverhampton—Exchange Assembly Room: Dr. T. R. Allin- 
son, 11, “ Temperance, from a Doctor’s Standpoint” ; 7, “ Beef, 
Beer, and ’Dacca Delusions.”

LECTU RERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
Touzeau Pakbis, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 

London, W .— Oct. 30, Sheffield. Nov. 6, Hall of Science.

H. Snem., 6 Monk-street, Woolwh h.— Oct. 30, e., Camberwell. 
Nov. 13, e , Camberwell; 20, e , Lambeth; 27, e., Libra Hall. 
Dec. 11, Camberwell; 18 Libra Hall.

A bthub B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E. 
— Nov. 3, Woolwich. Dec. 6,; Bermondsey Institute; 18, New 
Brompton.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordinglev-road, 8t. Peter’s Park, London, W __
Oct. 3 J, m., Mile End Waste ; a., Finsbury Park; e., Edmonton. 
Nov. 13, e , Edmonton ; 20, Manchester; 27, Lambeth.

0 . Coiien, 154 Cannon-street-road, Cominercial-road, E.— Oct. 27, 
Walthamstow; 28, Battersea; 30, m., Camberwell; e., Libra Hal).

S. H. A t.ison, 52 Vassall-road, Brixton, S.W .— Oct.-30, Sty 
Bethnal Green.

Stanlet Jones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. —Oct. 30’ 
Cardiff. Nov. 3, Swansea; 6, Liverpool; 13, Manchester; 14- 
Pendlebury; 20, Blackburn; 27, Milton Ilall. Dec 4, Sunder, 
land; 18, South Shields; 25, Edinburgh. Jan. 1, Aberdeen; 8, 
Glasgow.

J. G reetz-F isher, 78 Harrogate.road, Leeds.— Oct. 30, Bradford. 
Nov. 27, Blackburn.

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without G> d or King, by the 8ystcmntic 

Worship of Humanity.” New oestle-on-Tyne, Church of Humanity, 
St. Mary’s.place. Service and addresses on Positivism every 
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.

ROMEorATHEISM
The Great Alternative

B y  G. W. FOOTE.
Price Threepence. Price Threepence.

MY RESURRECTION
A MISSING CHAPTER FROM THE GOSPEL 

OF MATTHEW
Discovered ami Published by G. W. FOOTE.

P R I C E  T W O P E N C E .

BENTHAM, JEREMY
Tho Church of England Catechism Examined. A

trenchant analysts, in Ucutliara’s bent manlier, show­
ing how tho Oatochism itt calculated to make chil­
dren hypocrites or fools, if not worse, Sir Samuel 
liomilly was of opinion that tho work would bo 
prosecuted for blasphomy, though it escaped that 
fate in consequence of tho writer’s eminence. With 
a Biographical Preface by J. M. Wheeler ... ... 1 0

Utilitarianism ... ... ... 0 C

FREETHOUGHT WORKS.
FOOTE, G. W.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man.
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone s “  Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture ” 1 0  

Bound in cloth ... ... ... ... ... 1 6
Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate

with Annio Beaant ... . . . .  ... ... 1 0
Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... 2 0

Christianity and Secularism. Four Night’s Public
Debate with tho Rev. Dr. James McCaun... ... 1 0

Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... 1 0
Darwin on God ... ... ... ... ... 0 0

Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... I 0
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh ... ... 0 G
Infidel Death-Beds. Second Edition, much enlarged 0 8 

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 1 3
Letters to tho Clergy. First Series. 128pp. ... 1 0
Defence o f Free Speech. Threo Hours’ Address to tho 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Pre- 
faco and many Footnotes ... ... ... 0 4

Letters to Jesus Christ ... ... ... ... 0 4
Philosophy of Secularism ... ... ... 0 3
Atheism and Morality. Third edition ... ... 0 2
The Bible God ... ... ... ... ... 0 2
The Folly o f Prayer ... ... ... ... 0 2
Christianity and Progress. Roply to Mr. Gladstone 0 2 
Mrs Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. ... 0 2 
Secularism and Theosophy. A  Rejoindor to Mrs.

Bosant ... ... ... ... ... U 2
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Mads-rae

Blavatsky ... ... ... ... ... 0 2
The Impossible Creed. An Open Lettor to Bishop

Magee on the Sermon on tho Mount .. ... 0 2
Salvation Syrup ; on, Light on Darkest England.

A Reply to General Booth. Second edition ... 0 2
W hat Wa3 Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill ... ... 0 2
The Shadow o f the Sword. A  Moral and Statistical

Essay ou War... ... ... ... ... 0 2
Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for tho

Poopto, and what tho Peoplo do for Royalty ... 0 2
Th“ Dying Atheist. A  Story ... ... ... 0 l

^pkus Insane? A searching inquiry into the 
mentar t»«..!ition of tho Prophet of Nazareth ... 0 l

Is the Bible Inspired? A Criticism on Lux Mundi 0 1 
Tho Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist

A Lie in Fivo Chapters... ... ... ... 0 1
9ible Romances. Now Edition. Revised and largely 

rowritton.— (1) Tho Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Evo 
and tho Apple, Id .; (3) Cain and Abel. Id.J Cl)
Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) Tho Tower of Babel, In ;
(0) Lot’s Wife, Id .; (7) Tho Ton Plagues, Id .; (8)
Tho Wandering Jows, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id .;
(10) God in a Box, Id.; (11) Jonah and tlio Whale,
Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id .; (13) A Virgin Mother,
2d.; (11) Tho Resurrection, 2d.; (15) Tho Cruci­
fixion, Id .; (1G) John’s Nigbtmaro, Id.

Biblo Heroes. First Series, in elegant wrappor ... 1 0
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Mastor Joseph, (0) Joseph’s 
Brotbron, (7) Holy Moses L, (8) Moses II., (0)
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephtbah 
ami Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each

Bible Heroes. Second Scries, in, ologant wrapper ... 1 0 
(13) Prophot Samuel, (11) King Saul, (1’5) Saint 
David I., (10) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon,
(18) Poor Job, (19) Ilairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha,
(21) Gonoral Johu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) Tho 
Propliots (Isaiah, Joromiah, Ezekiel, lfosca), (21)
St. Potor, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each singly.

The Complete Work, bound in cloth ... ... 2 0
HEWiiAN, CHARLES ROBERT

(Atheist Brother of Cardinal Newman.)
Essays in Rationalism. With Preface by George Jacob

Uolyoako and Biographical Sketch b}- J. M, Wheeler 1 9

PAINE, THOMAS
The Age o f Reason. Now edition, with Preface by

G. W. Footk ... ... ... .. ... 1 9
Miscellaneous Theological W orks... ... ... 1 0

Complete Theological Works, bound in cloth ... 2 0
Rights o f Mail. With a Political- Biography by J. M.

Wheeler. Paper covers ... ... ... 1 0
Bound in cloth ... ... ... ... ... 2 0

SHELLEY
A Refutation o f Deism. In a Dialoguo, With an 

introduction by G, W. Foote ... ... ... 9 *
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NEW “ BRUNO” CLOTH
10s. 6d. per Dress Length. Carriage Paid.

SPLENDiD QUALITY AND VALUE.
I n order that this -wonderful cloth may get into a large number 
of hands, I will send patterns free to any address, and to the 
person who sends the largest amount in orders between Nov. 1 
and Dec. 31 I will give a Bronze Bust of Mr. Bradlaugh as 
now advertised in the National Reformer at £5 10s., and to all 
the remainder who send for ten dress lengths or more during 
the same time I will give a Bust in Carton Romaine as adver­
tised at 9s. 9d.

This offer only applies to the Bruno Cloths. Send for 
patterns and show them to your friends. You are bound to 
get orders.

Autumn and Winter Patterns Post Free. 
Gentlemen’s Cloths and Ladies’ Dress Fabrics.

J. W. GOTT, Bradford.

Papers by Leslie Stephen, Prof. Momerie, Edward Clodd> 
S. Laing, etc.

Just Issued, price 6d., by post 7£d.,

THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL for 1893.
The Moral Sanction, by Leslie Stephen.
Reverent Agnosticism, by Amos TVaters.
The Mother Nature (A Poem), by Gerald Massey.
Dogmatism in Theology, by Alfred Momerie, M.A., LL.D.
Sermons on the Mount, by Samuel Laing.
The City of the Dead (A Poem), by TV. Stewart Ross (Saladin).
On the Duty of Honesty in our Convictions, by 0. E. Plumptre. 
Scientific Religion, by R. Bitbell, B.Sc., Ph.D.
The Blight of Superstition, by Charles TVatts.
Anthropology and Orthodoxy, by Edward Clodd.
The Disappearance of the Nether World, by F. J. Gould.
Religious Ideas : their Origin and Development, by F. Millar. 
Signals with Mars (A Poem), by G. H. Martin.
Materialism and Idealism Harmonised, by Lucian Armstrong. 

London: Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.O.

INGERSOLLISM
DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON FARRAR

B y  G. W .  F O O T E .

Price Twopence. Price Twopence.

“ B I B L E  S T U D
AN ESSAY ON

PHALLIC WORSHIP & OTHER CURIOUS RITES & CUSTOMS
By J. M. WHEELER.

Contents :— Phallic Worship Among the Jews— Circumcision— Moses at the Inn— The Brazen Serpent—  
Religion and Magic— Taboos— Blood Rites— Scapegoats— Trial by Ordeal— Bible Witchcraft— Saul’s Spiritualist 
Seance— Sacrifices— Paasover— The Evolution of Jahveh— Joshua and the Sun— Hebrew Prophets— Old Testament 
Marriage— Song of Solomon— Sacred Seven.

Price 2s. 6d. Superior paper, illustrated, and bound in cloth. Price 2s. 6d.

I E S ”

LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, N E W  CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike o f a Sex< or, Woman on Striko against tbo Male 
Sex for her « Magna Charter," the absolute ownership of her 
own person. One of the most advanced Ixroks ever published: 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the s«xes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law o f Population. By Annio Bosant.
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Y ou n g ; or, Scionco in Story. 
By Dr. Foote. «50pp., with one liuu tred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou d bo read by every young person. Post tree 

• 2s 3d.
The Elements o f Social Scicnco. Tho most oompleto work 

on sexual matters ever published. Should bo read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 page*. Post free 3». 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Soienco ; or Borning Bottor 
Babes tlnourh Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con­
ception. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Over-Population; a Locture delivered for tho Sunday Lccturo 
Society, under the title * The Law of Population: its Mean- 
ing and Menace.” ’  By John M. Robertson. Post free 2$d.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. ( u .b.a .) em ­
bracing medical common'sense. 909pp., wfth 200 illustrations.
OontkntS i Tho Canne, Prevention and Ouro of Disease—Tho Food wo 

Eat— ih„ Liquids m  Drink—Tho Atmosphere wo Livo In—1 h» Clothes wo 
W ear—Had Habits of Children and Youth— Bad Habits o f Manhood and 
of Womanhood—Soxual Starvation— How to have Healthy babies— Private 
Words to Men—History of Marriage, otc. .Tim book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves their duty to others.
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every, 
day reference. Post free Os.

Dr. Foote’a Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 
the utmost Importune« to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp., 
post free Is. Id.

Tho W ife’s Handbook : How a Woman should ordor herself 
during Pregnavcy, in the Lying-in Room, aud after Delivery; 
with Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
matters of importance necessary to he known by Married 
Women. By Dr. II. A . Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early M arriage and Lato Parentage. Tho only solution of 
the Social Problem. By Oxouiensis. Post free a^d.

Tho Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William Lant Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings o f T. R. Malthus, by 0. R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should he 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. II. Post froo 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed 
by Malthusian«. Post free 2d.

•Married L ife—Comfort or Misory ? A dialogue and splendid 
propagandist tract. Should bo widely distributed by Mai- 
thuslans. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdon.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

•What do wo Women W ant? By Jano Hnmo Clapporton.
1‘ost free 2d.

•Tho Malthusian Movement—What is it ? By Geo, Stand­
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer ou tho Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The Right to Dio. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By O. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post free lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone's

Defence of the Christian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Scientifio 
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusado against Povorty. Tho 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd. 

Malthusian Leaflets—A packot will bo sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope. O
q-Tj -  2’0 those willing to a ssist our propaganda I  shall he pleased to 
tcml eighty copies of either qf the pamphlets marked (•), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of is.
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N O W  READY.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS
By G. W . F O O T E .

C o n te n ts  :—A Sermon on Summer; A Mad Sermon ; A Sermon on Sin ; A Bishop in the Workhouse; A 
Christmas Sermon; Christmas Eve in Heaven; Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Diary; The Judge and the 
Devil; Satan and Michael; The First Christmas; Adam’s Breeches; The Fall of Eve; Joshua at 
Jericho ; A  Baby God ; Sermon on Judas Iscariot.

PRICE EIGHTPENCE.

Now Ready.] R O Y A L  P A U P E R S [Now Ready.

B y  G .
Fourth Edition.

3 2 p p .

W. FOOTE;
Completing Eighteen Thousand. 

Price Twopence.

UMBRELLAS.
I  have just bought a Large Quantity of the Latest 
and Most Fashionable Handles, which I am making 
up with Fox's Paragon Frames and m y own Special 
Cover, which is a Mixture of Silk and W ool, and 
which will wear three times as long as the ordinary 
silk cover.
G EN TS’ , any style of handle, solid silver

m ountings................................................................... 10
Ditto, ditto, natural s t ic k s ...........................  ... 7
LA D IE S’ , any style of handle, solid silver

m ountings....................................................................10
Ditto, ditto, natural s tic k s ............................................ 7

Every Umbrella, is Warranted for 
Twelve Months.

These are Genuine Bargains.

J. W. GOTT, BRADFORD.
ESTABLISHED 1810.

A. CAMPBELL & CO.,
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS, 

77 JAMAICA STREET,
GLASGOW .

Importers of every Description of Mnsical Instru­
ments, Fittings, Strings, etc. All Kinds of Musical 
Instruments Tuned and .Repaired. Pianos. Har­
moniums. American Organs, Orguinettes. Flute and 
Brass Bands Supplied with Full Sets of Instruments. 
Music for Orguinette, Id. per Foot. Hundreds of 
Tunes to Select from. Agents for Messrs. Kolhler and 
Bon, Edinburgh. Jamks P. Baowyjt.Proprietor.

OUR SPEC IA L IT IES .
' I I I O U S A M D S  Ob' T E S T I M O N I A L S .  

G ents ’ I r ish  Ua m b k ic  H a n d k e r c h ie r s , 3s . Gd. 
per dozen j Ladies, 2s. 6d.; Hemstitched 
jawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Mopey 
.'¿turned if not approved. Table and lied 

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,

21 BLANSUABD STREET. M ANCHESTER.

MARIE’S MARVELLOUS MOLIMENIK,
My Monthly Medicine for Ladies.

A reliable and powerful remedy which infallibly 
cures all irregularities, and removes all obstructions 

however obstinato.
In Bottles, 3s., 4s. Gd., and 10?. Gd each, post free 

-'Success is quicker, easier, and better assured, 
when taking the Molimenik, the blood is also purified 
by a suitable aperient.

MARIE’S MAGICAL MOLECULES.
-¿Special Female Purifying Pill, harmonising with 

and strengthening the action of the Molimenik.
In Boxes, Is. 3d. and 3s. each, post free.

Both these remedies are carefally compounded of the 
purest Medicines from the advice and prescription of| 
a regular Fam ily Doctor of many years’ practice. 
Taken according to the instructions they are harm­
less, and correct with certainty every stoppage of the 
natural process. Fly to the Molimenik and Moleculos 
at the earliest moment; delay always adds to the dilll- 
c u lty ; no case should be allowed to become urgent.

TESTIM ONIAL.— An eminent Physician, and 
author of valuable medical works, writes: ’ *1 kno^ 
your Medicine to be c f eilicacy and calculated to J 
all you require of it.”

T. F . K IN G FISH ER, LEEDS.

EVERY MAM HIS OWM DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VoL. I. For Postal 

Order for Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of In fan cy ; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh A ir; Exercise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also tho cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczem a; Black­
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds ; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread W orms; Long 
W orm s: Tape W orm s; Tho Itch ; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VoL. II. Of the Author, 

fo r  Postal Order for Is. 2d.
Containing Articles o n : The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; IhoB eef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
Tho Hair and its Management; Bleep and Sleepless­
ness; W ant of Energy, etc .; Health Hints for 
Workors, for Shop Assistants, and for Sorvants; 
Advice for the T h in ; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, ScaTlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhcoa, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, 
etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Y ol. III. Post free  from  

Author, fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains articles o n : Health and W ealth ; No 

Moro Death ; Youth ; Tho Necesiity for Pure Air, ar.d 
How to Get I t ; The Management of Young Children; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect 
Foods; Green Foods; Sappers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc 
H OW — to Eat Properly, to Eat Fxuit, to Judge 
Wholomoal Broad, to Breath) Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I  Live, to Livo 100 Y urts, to 
Improve the Memory, and to becomo Beautiful and 
Attractive. On tho Cause and Cure of tho following 
Diseases: Stomaeh Troublos, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, babsccous 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fevor, Winter Cough, Chil­
blains, and on tho Diseasos Produced by taking 
Mercury.

“  Hygienic Medicino. ’ ’— For Postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eye Opener to Drug Takers.

»* Rheumatism.”—Its Causo and Cure. lost Free 
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.’’—Post Free for 7 stamps.
“  Consumption.” — Its Natural Curo. Post Froo 7d. 
‘ ‘ Threo Pamphlets to Young Mon.” —13 stamps.

All the above can be got from 
Dr. T. It. A L L IN S O N , 4 S p a n is h  P lac e , 

M a n c h e s t e r  S q u a r e , L o n d o n , W .
Please mention this paper.]

For Indigestion, Liver Complaint & General Debility

MOORE’S DIGESTIVE PILLS
ABE AN  INVALUABLE MEDICINE.

The chief ingredient of which is one of the greatest 
aids to Digestion ever discovered ; they will be found 
to have a marvellous effect if taken as directed and 
proper attention is paid to diet.

They positively assist the digestion of food, stimu­
late the liver, and act as an invigorating tonic upon 
the whole system.

Tho Proprietor honestly rccommonds the above 
remedy to all sufferers Prepared only by

W ILFRID HILL,
The Pharmacy, Coleshill, Warwickshire.
_________ Price Is and 2s. per b o x ; post free.

WRINGERS AND MANGLES
From 30s. Superior Wringers from 15s. 6d. All 
rollers warranted. Bassinettes, with hood complete, 
from 21s. Mail Carts from 9s. Gd. ltepairs by expe­
rienced workmen. Oheals, 140 Old Kent.rd., London.

Just Published. One Penny.

POPULATION AND SOCIAL 
REFORM.

Being a Few Plain Words on a Suppressed Subject. 
By H A B B Y  ROBERTS (Fabian).

21 pages.
R. F order, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

Post free, ljd ., from G. Standring, 7 & 9 Finsbury 
Street, E.C.

Q TAN TO N , tho People » Dentist, 335 Btrand (oppo- 
. »  site Somerset ID,us,.).— TEETH on VU LCANITE, 

^8uccess is quicker, easier, and better assured, if, 2a. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £\. Best quality, 4s.
each, upper or lowor, £2, completed in four hours 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay moro than tho above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum 7s. 61. each on )«c. 
gold 15s, stooping 2s. Gd., extraction 1?., painless by 
gas, 6b.________________ ____ _________ _____________________

W. J. Rendells 
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Bosant in •• Law of Popula. 
tion,” page 82. and I>r. AUbutt in ** W ife’s Hand­
book,”  page 61. Made solely by J. P ullen, 115 Chad- 
well-street, Clerkenwell • 2s. do»., post froo (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars sond stamped 
envelope. Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and 
Reverse Current, 8b. Cd., 4s. Gd. and fie. 6d. Dr. 
Palfrev’ e Powder, Is. 2d Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’e Quinine Powders, 8s. doz. All price* 
post froe.

W . J .  Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the “  Angel.”

rvU G H T  W OMEN TO BE PUNISHED FOB 
w  H AVIN G  TOO M ANY CHILDREN ? Four- 
pence, poet free. G. W . F. Kingfisher Leeds.

rpO  MARRIED PEOPLE.— An enlarged Illustrated 
Lh t of Malthusian Appliances will be forwarded 

by return of post on receipt of 2d. in siair.pe.—  
Address, D aviks, Chemist, 101 Park#lane, Leods.

y O U N G  M AN, aged 21, member N .S  S ., dedres 
■*- Situation as Porter; good character and refer­

ences A. Lamb, 156 Waleran.buildings, O il Kent-i 
road, London, S.E.

The Impossioie Creed.
An Open Letter to tho 

BISHOP OP PEI RUUOBOOH.
D j O. W . FOOTE.

M e t  Twopence. File« Twopenoi

RUBBER STAMPS.

SAM. STANDRING,
F R E E T I I O U C U I T  L E C T U R E R ,

Only address :—2 Morton Street, C-on-M, 
Manchester.

List and terms on application. 
Dutch and Other Flowering Bulb3

A T  Very Low Prices, Beforo purchasing for tho 
coming season, send for a copy of my catalogue, 

which will bo sent post free. B. L . Coleman, seed 
and Bulb Merchant, Sandwich.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For further I’artlculer« «end stamped directed 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
____________ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
Should b«. in the lmntli) of every ¿lurried 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Ur. il. A. A llbutt and others} and 
valuable information on matters of import­
ance necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stump, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEFT.)
60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.S
I-JUME RULE AND FED i,RATION, advocating 

V  n.  \ r '  l .  ns the Remedy for International
Your Monogram to mark Linen or Anarchy, and for War* and Huge Armament» 64pp-. 
Ia p e r ; two letters Is .; thwo prlco 2d., by poet 3d. London: E. Truolove, 
letters. Is. W  ; any Narco. Is. 6d. High Holborn.
Box VaA and Ink included. All ,7 » ; --------
kinds of Stamps. Patterns free 1  
Carriage‘Jd. extra. F  N -1 RETON
and CO., 02 Gracechurch Btreet, 
London. Agents wanted.

i < ~X “ HOMfi: FROM HO ME ” ! for Freethinker*).—  
Mrs Harry Long, No. 3, Vance-road, Black­

pool. Apartments, near central station, promenade, 
and sea. Readers, please show this to your friends.

FR E E T H IN K E R «, Louies ana Gentlemen« 
requiring Superior Cut Garments at moderate 

prices. First-cluss Style and Fit Guaranteed.— 
H. H ampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Groat Castle street, W- 
Throe doors from Regent Street. [Patroniaod by 
loading Freethinkers.]

.Printed and Published by CL WY F oote, at 
28 Stonecutter-Btreet, London E.O,


