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theology an obstacle to progress.

The British Association has just hold its annual
gathering at Edinburgh, a city proudly termed the
“ Modern Athens.” It is surrounded by a charming
mountainous country that must strike even the
untrained eye with its many beauties; and its numer-
°us historical features must prove to all to be of a
most interesting and instructive character.”™ The
observant traveller cannot fail to recognise in and
around Edinburgh the effects of the mighty forces of
nature which mark a geological period of a bygone
age. The Association holding its meeting in such a
Place, it was appropriate for the presidential chair to
he occupied by a native geologist, and one to the
manner born. The selection, therefore, of Sir Archibald
Geikie as president was deemed highly satisfactory,
Inasmuch as he has given considerable study to the
various formations of the earth, and is regarded as
being one of Scotland’s foremost scientists.

To the Frcotninkor who has abandoned tho old
methods of theological speculation, tho proceedings

those peripatetic philosophers afford considerable
mterost. For apart from tho pretence, fashion, and
patronage which are apparent at most of their gather-
Ings, they undoubtedly perforin useful work, and the
reports of their sayings and doings aro circulated
utnong classes whoro, as a rule, only tho orthodox
jmrrency is employed in tho interchange of ideas.
turning from tho critical to tho positive aspect of
thought, the Frootbinkor necessarily Books tho aid
aud light of scionco, which Mr. George Jacob Holy*
°Ao so aptly described as being “ tho only available
Providence of man.” Among tho greatest charms of
Jhia Association aro tho almost endless variety of
themes selected by its mombors to discourse upon
and also tho freodom of discussion observed in the
consideration of tho various theories ontertuined of
tho earth and man. Tho Froethought poet, Akensido,
m his Pleasures of Imagination, has truly said ‘=

But not alike to every mortal eye,

Is this groat scene unveil'd

The hand of nature on peculiar minds
Imprints a different bias.

This is so, for whilo looking up at the starry
heavens with their orbs of night shining from infinite
®Pace, the poet's mind is filled with rapture, it
aS A jery ditferent effect upon other minds. 4t is

«aid that Thomas Carlyle was®on ~ b(JJffoy ftnd
a friend who asked him to loos

splendor of the vault of heaven, to which the sage
replied, “ Ah | its a sorry sight,

Sir A. Geikie, in giving a very and com
prehonsive sketch of the theory of Hutton, which
was put forward a hundred years ago, remarked
how very little notice it had received from men of
science, and how bitterly it was opposed by orthodox
theologians. In our Secular advocacy we have
always” contended that theology must ber removed,
restrained, or ignored, before any f?rea Bpegpg§§
from crude and primitive ideas could bo affected.
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This has again and again been denied, and only
recently in a public debate which we had with a
clergyman of the Church of England, our opponent
emphatically affirmed that no antagonism existed
between the Bible and Science. The President of
the British Association, however, in recalling what
took place in tho case of Hutton when he attempted
to explain the then present appearance of the earth
by natural causes, unmistakably showed that in
the opinion of theologians, modern science isin direct
opposition to the teachings of the Bible. He pointed
out that some of the earliest critics who were imbued
with theological notions, fiercely assailed Hutton’s
explanation on account of “ its irreligious tendency.”
The President said : <There was then a widespread
belief that this world came into existence some six
thousand years ago, and that any attempt to greatly
increase its antiquity was meant as a blow to tho
authority of Holy Writ.” Evidently this is a
reference to “ the sneer of Cowpor,” which is given
in full by our friend, 0. C. Cattell, in his useful
little work, “ The Man of the Past." It reads thus :

Some drill and bore
The solid earth, and from the strata there
Extract a register, by which we learn
That lie who made it, and revealed its date
To Moses, was mistaken in its age.

We are informed that Hutton regarded his theory
as ” an important contribution to natural religion.”
It does not seem to have occurred to the learned
president that “ a contribution to natural religion ”
in no way disposes of the objection raised against
revealed religion. ” Holy Writ” has very littlo in
common with a religion of nature. Discordance
between natural science and natural religion is not so
likely to arise, as they are both natural. The real
ground of opposition to inquiry into the origin and
causes of the features of tho earth’s surface is stated
io tho following extract from the president’saddress :
" But for many long centuries tho advance of inquiry
into such matters was arrested by the paramount
influence of orthodox theology. It was not meroly
that the Church opposed itself to the simple and
obvious interpretation of these mtural phenomena.
So implicit had faith become in tho accepted views
of the earth’s age, and the history of croation, that
oven laymon of intelligence and learning sot them-
selves unbiddon and in good faith to explain away tho
difficulties which nature so persistently raisod up, and
to reconcile hor teachings with those of tbo theo-
logians.” No less a person than Sir William Jones
expressed his sorrow that many persons of intelli-
gence and virtue in his time doubted the ago of the
earth as assigned in the word of God by his servant
Moses. Sir A. Geikie thus cleverly describes the
intellectual state of “ the reconcilers ” of science and
theology. " In the various theori«sthus originating,
the amount of knowlege of natural law usually stood
in inverse ratio to the share played in them by an un-
controlled imagination.” Burnet, Whiston, White-
hurst, and others cannot now be read without a
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Emile; their researches “ can only be looked upon as
exercitations of learned ignorance.”

One of the earliest suggestions made with a view
of disposing of the antagonism existing between
Moses and science, in the case of astronomy and
geology, was that the.,Bible was not given to teach
science,, but -only to explain the way of salvation.
The main objection, however, to this is that the Bible
does ~teach 'Something about the phenomena with
which science deals; and the evident discrepancy
between the two was the origin of the suggestion
made to account for the difficulty. If we take the
Bible theory of life on the globe, it is that of fixed,
unalterable forms, while the theory of evolution, built
up during the course of ages, is that this globe is a
theatra of active life and matter—the scene of con-
tinuous and incessant change. The theological con-
ception may be well expressed in the words of the
Prayer-book, “ As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.”

Another favorite expression taken up by the
defenders and would-be reconcilers of the Bible with
science in the early part of the second half of the
present century was that the Bible was only concerned
with the age of man, his sorrows, and his sins. But
the same chapter which states that man was made by
God, relates that“ he made the stars also.” There-
fore, according to the book itself, the attempt to
confine its records to the human period, its traditions
and its history utterly fails. The book, however,
records not only the first appearance of man, but that
of rain also. Now the results of rain furnish the
basis of geology as a science in its formation of
deposits, from which estimates of the age of the
earth and man are made. Giving a summary of the
efforts put forward by theologians upon these sub-
jects, Sir A. Giekie says: “ Springing mainly from
a laudable desire to promote what was believed
to be the cause of true religion, they helped
to retard inquiry, and exercised in that respect
a baneful influence, on intellectual progress. It
is the special glory of the Edinburgh school of
geology to have cast aside all this fanciful trifling.”
Bravo and outspoken words these, but what effect
will their utterance have upon tho pious orthodox
occupants of the Kirk pulpits ? The declaration is,
indeed, a heavy blow at the foundation upon which
the orthodox Christian builds his faith. If the crea-
tion and fall can only be defended by a theory that is
“ fanciful trifling/” Scotland may yet become the
home of Freethought. Hero is indisputable evidence
that if there is no antagonism between tho Bible and
science, there is much between tho teachers of science
and tho preachers of tho Bible. The important fact
for us to remember is that, as Secularists, wo roly ou
discovered facts, and wo wolcomo their accumulation
through all time, whilo theology must necessarily
recedo from viow and cease to occupy intelligent
minds, if tho discoveries made through scientific
investigation are true.

Charles W atts.
(To be concludr/1.)

A PRAYER.

A crowned caprice is god of tho world :

On his stony bre:i»t are his cold wings furled.
No tongue to speak, no eye to see,

No heart to feel for a man hath he.

But his pitiless hands are swift to smite,

And his mute lips utter one word of might

In the clang of gentler souls on rougher :

" Wrong must thou do— or wrong must suffer.”

Then grant, 0 dumb blind god, at least that we
Rather the sufferers than the doers be 1

«Acodsmy. Oaxsi Allek.
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CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

G reat have been tho controversies among Christians
as to whether baptism should be performed by
immersion or sprinkling, and whether infants or only
adults should participate. In the early Christian
records we only read of adult baptism, that being a
rite already in use for Jewish proselytes. But the
Pagan custom of infant baptism soon came into favor
in the Church.

The Oriental Christians and the orthodox Greek and
Russian Churches require a threefold baptism. The
believer must be first dipped in the name of the old
one, then’ducked in the name of the Son, and finally
soused in the name of the Holy Ghost. Those who
have not undergone this ceremony are no true Chris-
tians. Hence they speak even of the Pope as an
unbaptised heretic. Here is another obstacle to that
blessed consummation, Christian reunion. Smith and
Cheetham, in their standard Dictionary of Christian
Antiquities, say (vol. i., p. 1Gl): “ Triple immersion
—that is thrice dipping the head while standing in
the water—was the all but universal rule of the
Church in ancient times,” and quote Tertullian, Cyril,
Chrysostom, Jerome, etc.

A feature of the Mithraic initiation is preserved in
the Catholic Church, where tho parents have to wait
at the door of the church for tho priest, who exorcises
tho devil out of tho child, saying, “ Come out of this
child, thou evil spirit, and make room for the Holy
Ghost.” Then he makes the sign of tho cross on the
child’s forehead, and puts a little blessed salt in the
child’s mouth. All this is done before admission is
allowed to tho church. Arrived at the font, the
priest again exorcises the evil spirit, and taking somO
of his own spittle with the thumb of his right hand,
rubs it on the child’'s ears and nostrils, saying when
he touches the ear, “ Ephphatha. Be thou opened.
Then ho sprinkles tho child thrice, first in tho nam°
of the Father, then of tho Son, and finally of tho Holy
Ghost.

Tho dogmas of Christianity have not only beeO
followed by strife and bloodshed, but by sighs and
tears. Considor only the agony caused to mother®
by tho thought that their unbaptised children would
go to hell. Jesus had said, “ Except a man bo born
of water and of the spirit ho cannot onter into _tif
kingdom of God ” (John iii. 5), and placed bapti®QL
with belief as a condition of salvation (Mark xvi. W'
The whole body of tho Christian Fathers, without 0
singlo exception, declared that all infants, born °r
unborn, who died unbaptised, wore excluded fronl
heaven—somo sont thorn to hell, others to limbQ
Tho Council of Trent categorically doclared that u0"
baptised children wore damnod. St. Fulgontiue, ,n
his De Fide, says eternal fire will bo their lot. °
assurod,” writes this holy saint (whoso wor >
writton in tho boginning of tho sixth contury, vV
down till tho timo of Erasmus received ns tho T’
duction of St. Augustine, and a standard of Catbo
doctrine) ; “ Bo assured, arid doubt not, that not on j
men who havo obtained tlio use of their reason, O.
aiso littlo ohildien who have begufi to live m o’
mother s womb and havo thoro died; or who, having
boen just born, havo passod away from tho world
without tho sacrament of holy baptism, ndrainistcrod
in tho name of tho Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
must bo punished by tho eternal torturo of undying
firo; for although they havo committed no sin by
their own will, they havo nevertheless drawn w* m
thorn the condemnation of original sin by their earn»1
conception and nativity.”

, the Lutheran Confession of Augsburg, tho tenO®
ingof I ulgentiua was endorsed without qualificntio®
terrible is it to read, as tho student of ecclesia3t.c
history must, tho struggle between theologian®
mothers, who sought by every possible dovicO



August 28, 1892.

confer on their unborn offspring the passport which
Was indispensable to secure their admission to heaven.

Mr. Lecky, in his History of Rationalism in Europe
(vol. i., ». 364), says:

“ Nothing, indeed, can be more curious, nothing can be
more deeply pathetic, than the record of the many ways by
which the terror-stricken mothers attempted to evade the
awful sentence of their Church. Sometimes the baptismal
water was sprinkled upon the womb ; sometimes the stillborn
child was baptised, in hopes that the Almighty would ante-
date the ceremony ; sometimes the mother invoked the Holy
Spirit to purify, by his immediate power, the infant that was
to be born; sometimes she received the Host, or obtained
absolution, and applied them to the benefit of her child.
These and many similar practices continued all through the
Middle Ages, in spite of every effort to extirpate them, and
the severest censures were unable to persuade the people that
they were entirely ineffectual. For the doctrine of the
Church had wrung the mother’s heart with an agony that
was too poignant even for that submissive age to bear. Weak
and superstitious women, who never dreamed of rebelling
against the teaching of their clergy, could not acquiesce in
the perdition of their offspring, and they vainly attempted to
escape from the dilemma by multiplying superstitious prac-
tices, or by attributing to them a more than orthodox efficacy,
but the vigilance of the theologians was untiring. All the
methods by which these unhappy mothers endeavored to
persuade themselves that their children might have been
saved are preserved in the decrees of the Councils that
anathematised them.”

Many readers have smiled over the twentieth
chapter of Tristam Shandy, in which the llev.
mLawrence Sterne gives the permission of the doctors

the Sorbonne to baptise before birth, without
knowing that this was a late concession of a long
8ught privilege. 1 confess | cannot think without
a shudder of the dreadful beliefs which made casuistry
uP°n the subject a momentous question.

J. M. WHEELED.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THOMAS COOPER,

e V.

q j'IE~ko know Mr. Cooper well, as Mr. Anthony
0 jins, expressed the opinion that ho was never pro-

1 y a Freethinker. No man over gave clearer

P °of that ho was. In Thomas Cooper Delineated—a
| wrote—1 gavo the titles of " Orations” |
P bished in tho Geasoner for hiM.  One pwast
Disproof of tho Argument of Design as
of tho Existence of Deity ' lin0,i' rni¥g wdre
Morality of Material Influences. «The
entitled " Miracles Inefficacious on Morals,

TV -ty 6f tho Devil,” "Refutation of Miracles,1
tf~ tiop Not aGuide,” "Nature Furnishes her
tan ,, elation,” " Tho Wonderful Devil of Capor-

mr n 10 Wickedness of Miracles as tho Coudi-
-,0¢“ of Salvation.”
sus/ ar6umonts by which these propositions wore

co n 0 WOro OxPr08S0(I with a forco which no man
ofni*“ave used who was not thoroughly porsnaded

It'o triith of what ho was saying. They would
ha e 6xcol*cnt tracts published to-day. No lecturer
8 been more thorough than Mr. Cooper was. Itis
Tn°an Pro°f of his candor that in his Life he
TO from tho Rcasoner some striking passages
a°mnimself. The wondor is that ho nover produced
y arguments at all against the conclusions ho ad-
dehG3* wen be was with us. When he refused to
,af° with me | invited him to debato with himself,

n U Poblishod a collection of his chief arguments. He
bQ/fr rtf“fed them, but asked mo to withdraw tho
thtirwtich 1 did. 1 do not justify the act oxcopt
a f thought it might appear to his friends that I
8hed to disparage him because he hud become a
overt and left us. It has always been a rule with
a TO0 nev°r treat a man who once stood on our side
nev ren<iOre(f us great service, worse than one who
er did anything in our interest. Otherwise it
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was sacrificing the interest of the public to personal
friendship.

It appears from a report in Lincoln papers of his
burial that they put upon the plate on his coffin,
" Thos. Cooper. Born 1806. Died 1892.” I f
anything could make him turn in his grave, it
would be that “ Thos. Cooper” was engraved on a
brass plate over him. He not only remonstrated, but
was indignant and abusive to anyone who wrote him
without putting Thomas Cooper upon his letter. He
would even complain of them upon the platform, and
would tell the audience his name was not " Thos.
Cooper,” but Thomas Cooper. Had I beenin Lincoln
at the time of his burial 1 would have protected him
from this outrage.

His public merits were that he set the example of
self-help to working men. He acquired great know-
ledge under great privation, and he had zeal in
imparting it to others. As he said in his Dedication
to the Purgatory of Suicides to Thomas Carlyle :

The freo iu mind ever glow

To spread the truth their own minds know.
In his Purgatory of Suicides there are vigorous lines
against tho immorality of the Atonement. Ho
exclaimed :

Love God; or ho will magnify

Ilis glory by consigning thee to die

In ceaseless flames an ever-living death !

0 Christ how can | love what doth outvie

All tyrannies in horribleness of wrath ;

This monstrous thing derived from an old monster
Faith ?

Then he adds the resolute words;
1 cannot worship what | cannot love.

Mr. Cooper, in his Secularist days, had a divine
discontent of all doctrines of moral error. He had the
“ divine discontent” which constitutes intelligent Free-
thought. It was the spirit of truth prompting him
to inquire without rest and without fear. At last
this left him.

When he relapsed again to orthodoxy, a noble
nature was demoralised. His great services to
reason and truth were extinguished. When Mr.
Allsop visited Feargus O’'Connor in his last days
at Dr. Tuko’s Asylum, ho regained for a moment
glimmerings of reason, and tho Titan Chartist sang
again the lines written in his honor.

Tlio lion of Freedom has como from his don,
Wo'll rally around him again and again.

My parting words upon Thomas Cooper shall be—

Tho lion of Freedom went back to bis den,
Which we have regretted again and again.
For Thomas Cooper with wider knowledge, vastly
superior capacity of thought and fiery intrepidity,
was a greator lion than Foargus O’Connor.
G. J. lIOLTOAKE.

A MAN'S CREED.

And this, in humbleness, | would declare,

And yet with courage, is my only Faith—

Goodness alone, with its blest, yearning care,

Is worshipful— for Goodness only hath

Power to make good and happy things of breath

And thought. If Man can be transformed

Wholly to virtue,— punishment and wrath,—

Taught by all priests that on the earth hath swarmed,—
Must bo untaught and man by Love to Right be charmed.

Goodness alone is worshipful. Not what

Gives life, but what gives happiness is good.

I cannot worship what | own to be a blot

To be in my own nature— hasty flood

Of feeling that with ireful hardihood

Would rush to do what | would soon regret:

Nor can | worship priest 1 thy Shapes of Blood,

Or Nature's cause of Pain. If to beget
Love in the soul these fail—shall worship there be met?

. Thomas Coobib.

—Purgatory gf Suicides, bk. vi., 28, 20.
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WILL CHRIST SAVE US?

{Continued from page 500.)

1t is, of course, impossible to prove that Jesus Christ
did not work miracles; nor is it incumbent upon the
unbeliever to attempt such an undertaking. He who
asserts must prove; other persons have only to try
his arguments and weigh his evidence. Is not every
prisoner in the dock presumed to be innocent until
he is proved to be guilty ? And should not the career
of every being in the form of humanity be presumed
to be natural until it is proved to be supernatural ?

This much, however, may be safely asserted by the
unbeliever— that whatever miracles were wrought by
Jesus Christ were only useful to his contemporaries;
that he does not posthumously save their' successors
from pain and hunger, and disease and death; and
that he certainly has not—through the Religion he
came to promulgate, and the Church he came to
establish—in the least degree succeeded in saving
the world, or any part of it, from evil and misery.

Let us expatiate a little upon each of these asser-
tions ; so that, if thoy are disputed, they may first be
understood.

There is no suggestion in the Gospels, or elsewhere
in the Now Testament, that Jesus wrought any miracle
on an extensive scale, except the feeding of some
thousands of people at a religious picnic, by super-
naturally multiplying a few loaves and fishes, so that
they served as an ample repast for the hungry multi-
tude. This was very convenient—for that particular
assombly. But of what service was it afterwards to
the rest of mankind ? Has it over filled out the
pinched cheek of want, put fresh blood in tho blue lips
of famine, or new fire in tho dull eyes of despair?
Babes have died at the drained and flaccid breasts of
their mothers, and strong men havo withered into
shadows, for whom a little of the miraculous food of
Christ would have meant a real and blessed salvation.

The other alleged miracles of Jesus Christ were
entirely personal. A blind man has his sight restored
and a deaf person his hearing ; a dumb man is made
to speak, who might, perhaps, as usefully havo
romainedjsilent; acripple is enabled to walk, a dis-
eased personis healed, awidow’sdead son and a sister’s
dead brother are rostorod to their loving ombraces.
All this was very interesting—at tho time; though
it seems to have had a marvellously fooblo effect upon
the Jews. But of what interost is it now? Jesus
did, indeed, promise that his faithful disciples
should work miracles oven groator than his own,
and for a while thoy are said to havo done so;
but their powers in this direction very curiously
declined as thoy came into contact with the oducatod
classes, and except in the most ignorant parts of
Catholic countries it is impossible to find a trace of
tho miraculous virtue that was to bo tho “ sign of
them that believed.”

Accordingly, tho apologists of Christianity seok
refuge in an arbitrary assertion, and a vague, unsus-
tainable, and irrefutable argument. Tho arbitrary
assertion is (not in Catholic, but in Protestant
countries) that tho miraculous powers of tho disciples
of Christ ceased at some time after his Ascension.
Thoy do not say when ; and it is easy to provo that
the miracles of tho Church since tho days of Constan-
tino (for instance) are better substantiated than tho
miracles of the primitive ages. Still more extra-
vagant, if possible, is tho argument that, whatovor
may be said as to individual cases of miracle, tho
establishment of Christianity and its perpotual main-
tenance is a miracle of miracles, a colossal and per-
manent proof of the ceaseless care of Christ for tho
salvation of mankind. Logic, indeed, is powerless
against tho assumption of something supernatural
behind the Christian Church—proof and disproof
being alike impossible ; but so far as its history can
be traced, its growth and progress aro entirely
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natural, like the growth and progress of Buddhism,
Mohammedanism, or any other system that has arisen
within the historic period.

In any case the Christian Church has not saved the
world.  Christianity lives upon the falsification of
history in the past, and irredeemable promises in the
future. Its apologists have systematically blackened
tho ancient civilisations; they have taken credit for
such improvement in human society as was inevitable
in the progress of two thousand years; and against
the objection that the world is still in a very wretched
condition, they have replied that Christianity has not
had time enough to produce all its beneficial fruits.
Give it another two thousand years, and it will turn
the wilderness into a paradise, and make the desert
bloom with roses !

Now no one can give Christianity another two
thousand years ; and if prophecy is easy, it is also
unprofitable. What will be will be, at the end of
two thousand years as to-morrow, but none of us will
live to see it. Let us, therefore, take a more prac-
tical course. We will take a few broad characteristics
of progress, and see what has been the effect of
Chrsitianity upon European civilisation. In other
words, wo shall a9k whether Christ has saved the
world ; and the result will help us to answer—as far
as it can be answered— the further question whether
he will save the world.

There is one indispensable condition of all progress
— Liberty of Thought. Truth is the highest interest
of mankind; it cannot be found unless we are
froo to search for it, and even if it were found
wo could never be suro of it without examination-
And it is impossible to say which of us will
find the next truth that may revolutionise the
belief and practice of society. Wise man was he,
wrote Carlyle, who said that thought should bo fre0
at ovory point of the compass. The wider the arc»
of selection the greater the variety; and he wk®
seems one of tho most insignificant of men may link
his name with a groat discovery, a splondid invention,
or a sublime principle. You cannot tell where yoOf
Arkwright, Watt, or Stephenson will come from!
your Edison may bo a stroet-arab selling newspapers»
your Sbakespoaro and Burns nro born in unknown
poor men’'s houses; your philosopher of tho century
may bo unknown, or half contomptible, until j10
flashes his truth upon tho minds of tho few, wkO0
become his apostles to tho many ; your social regone
rator may live and die despised, or perish in
prison or on tho scaffold, and only earn fame
gratitude whon his ashes cannot bo gathored frotD
tho gonoral dust of death.

Let thought bo froo then; free as the air. fre0 &
tho sunshine. Set it no limits. Lot its only I,ml
be its power and opportunity. Lot genius contriQil
its woalth, and mediocrity its mito, to tho treasu
houso of humanity.

This priceless freedom of thought has always 00
hated by Christianity. No roligion has
equalled it in steady, relentless oppression-
every age and in every nation, it has called uD
a crime, It has punished honest thinkers i
imprisonment, torture, and doath ; and throaty
thorn with ovorlasting hell whon beyond tho rOIllCo0<
It has blessed ignorant faith and i]"inftod
earnest inquiry; it hn3 prejudiced tho chi =
terrorised tho man ; it has protected its dogOL9
penal laws after usurping authority in tho
has excluded Freethinkers from universities, P jer
mont, and public offices, when it could not etill
them ; and oven in tho most civilisod countries
clings to enactments against blasphemy it
It has fought Scienco, trampled upon ~ ee”tt0Je
and opposed overy stop of Progress™ "“y~"QoTE-

N

its malice.

( To be continued.)
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PAINE THE PIONEER*

Tee long announced Life of Thomas Paine by Moncure D.
Conway has at length appeared, and, it may be said at
once, is a credit both to the author and the publishers.
There have been numerous lives of Paine, mostly of a
controversial character. One of the best of these, “ By the
Editor of the National ” [\V. J. Linton, wrongly ascribed
to G. J. Holyoake in the American Cushing’s Book of
Anonymous] Mr. Conway but briefly mentions, with Rich-
man’s and Sherwin’s, as containing “ valuable citations from
contemporary papers.” The hostile accounts of Paine,
which have found their way into so many Christian tracts,
are repetitions from two scurrilous works by George
Chalmers and James Cheetham. Under the pseudonym of
‘* Francis Oldys,” A.M., of the University of Pennsylvania,
Chalmers wrote what in’ his first edition he called The Life
Thomas Pain: Author of the “ Rights of Man” ;
ivith a Defence of his Writings, which he afterwards
changed to a Review of his Writings. Chalmers was a
clerk in a government office, and, Sherwin states, received
x000 from Lord Uawksbury for writing the work, which
Cobbett's biographer, Edward Smith, describes as “ one of
the most horrible collections of abuse which even that venal
day produced.” The second “ authority ” to which Christian
charity has had resource was a Life of Paine, written soon
after his death, by his virulent enemy, James Cheetham,
editor of the American Citizen, whom Paine exposed as
betraying the Jeffersonian party while his paper was
enJoytng its official patronage. Mr. Conway gives several
instances of Ctieetham’s ingenuity in falsehood. He says,
or instance, that Mme. de Bonneville accompanied Paine
on hisreturn from France 1802 ; she did notarrive till a year
ater. He says that when Paine was near his end Monroe
Wrote asking him to acknowledge a debt for money loaned
ja \ar'3>and that Paine made no reply. “ But before me
8, Monroe’'s statement (while President), that for his
vances to Paine, ‘no claim was ever presented on my
adr™ nor,'3 a°y indemnity now desired.”” Mr. Conway
= “ Cheetham’s book is one of the most malicious ever
written, and nothing in it can be trusted.” That Christian
vidence mongers should go to such sources is natural,
ny stick is good enough to boat an infidel. It is more
urpiisuig that Mr. Leslie Stephen should have been con-

tent*ah such material.
Mr. Conway says, “ The truest delineation of Paine is the
i°‘graphical sketch by his friend Rickman,” and ho begins
p . Preface to his work by referring to the table whereon
atne WrotQ works, formerly in the possession of Thomas
j? Rickman, now in that of Mr. Truelove, an interesting
t.lc Mr Conway would like to see in America, whcro he
inks Paine is best appreciated. It is with the American
far fn  ’>ane’8varied career that Mr. Conway deals in a
q 1 fuller manner than even his American biographer,
NertVale. nis share—a primary one—in making the
Mr' p “ta,e3 an independent nation is well brought out by
Iho' / On'yay> ” ho endorses Joel Barlow’'s assertion that
to tK raer‘can cause owed as much to the pen of Paine as
e sworfi of Washington. About Haifa million copies of

the A CnSO were Bold. Paine donated the copyright to
fated at<rH”Or caU8e independence, which it precipi-
.ava' was sold at two shillings, and the author thus

~ 0 away a fortune in that pamphlet alone. It never
¢gQlfusht him a penny; he even had to pay for copies him-
thr ' Notwithstanding this, Paine also gave to the Stales
w . APyr'ght of his Crisis. Previously to this ho had
a '.tcn against slavery, and Mr. Conway holds that the
Pe *js aVery clause struck out of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was written by Paine, or by some one who had
ip ? 8 anti.slavory essay before him. Indeed he says:
, aine had no reason to suppose that the Declaration oi

man freedom and equality, passed July 4, could fail
em W ally *nclude the African slaves. The Declarator
Cohka'6x* every principle he had been asserting, and indeed
] ~ft is correct in saying that, whoever may have written

Declaration, Paine was its author.”

a3 ai?e Berved his adopted country not only as author, bul
soldier and secretary to the Committee for Foreign

Politic*! Thom.™ Paine. With a history of his literary
¢iv  Cal>and religious cireerin Amorici, France, and Em- and
Pain °KCUre JJaniel Conway. To which is added a Sketch oi
nam* j William Cobbett (hitherto unpublished). Q. I> put
1g82 *2 Son’>New York; London: 24 BedforU-street, Strand
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Affairs, and Mr. Conway has gathered many documents
illustrating this part of Paine’'scareer. A plan of obtaining
aid ifrom France was conceived and mainly executed
by Paine. He gave up his clerkship to the Assembly
and went personally to France, bringing back with him a
sum of 2,500,000 Ilivres at a critical time. For this
hazardous service he never received any pay or public
acknowledgment. One who had nearly upset the business
got both honor and pay. Mr. Conway entitles one of his
chapters “ The Muzzled Ox Treading Out the Grain,” and
says of his hero: “ He fairly pointed the moral of
Solomon’s fable : By his wisdom he had saved the besieged
land, yet none remembered the poor man so far as his
needs were concerned.” One cannot read this part of Mr.
Conway'’s narrative without feeling that the new Republic
acted very meanly and ungratefully to the man who was
its founder and defender. Paine was before all things
anxious the States should form a United nation, while each
was mainly concerned about its own sovereignty. This
seems to have been at the bottom of the opposition to
Paine. Although his claims were repeatedly urged by
Washington, it was not till 1784 that the State of New
York, in consideration of his eminent services, granted him
a forfeited estate of 277 acres at New Rochelle. This
was afterwards supplemented by a grant of £500 from the
State of Pennsylvania. The money Paine devoted to hia
experiments in building iron bridges. It was this which
brought him again to England and to France just before the
outbreak of the great revolution. Paine’s mechanical
genius was recognised in England, and a bridge—the first
of its kind—made under his direction spanned the Wear at
Sunderland. This was not his only invention. A planing
machine, a smokeless candle, and a scheme for using gun-
powder as a motor were among the fruits of his active
ingenuity.

Among the letters of Paine unearthed by Mr. Conway is
one to Washington, dated May 1, 1790, announcing that
“ Our very good friend, the Marquis de La Fayette, has
entrusted to my care the key of the Bastille, and a drawing
handsomely framed, representing the demolition of that
detestable prison.” There was a peculiar appropriateness
in giving Paine, the Liberator, custody of the key of a
fortress so often used for the confinement of the writers on
behalf of emancipation, which makes this little incident
gratifying to students of history.

It was Paine’s intention to return to his adopted country
where business in connection with his iron bridge was
finished. But he found a greater cause commanding his
stay. Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in France,
published at the end of 1790 was a powerful plea on the
side of reaction, and Paine, who had previously been a
friend and admirer of Burke, undertook to answer him.
This he did, and something more, in his Rights of Man.
Mr. Conway remarks: “ Burke was indeed already
answered by the government established in America, pre-
sided over by a man to whom the world paid homage. To
Washington, Paine’s work was dedicated. His real design
was to write a Constitution for the English nation. And
to-day the student of political history may find in Burke's
pamphlet the fossilised and in Paine’s (potentially) the
living Constitution of Great Britain.”

Mr. Conway does not fail to notice the important con-
temporary evidence as to the progress of events in the
French Revolution found in the Rights of Man. ne
remarks: “ The majority of histories of'the French Revolu-
tion, Carlyle's especially, are vitiated by reason of their
inadequate attention to Paine’s narrative.” Paine himself
was an eye-witness of many of the events; and having
obtained his information from men like La Fayette, Danton,
Brissot, and others, and by mingling with the masses, bis
history, says his biographer, “ constitutes the most fresh
and important contribution to our knowledge of the move-
ment in its early stages.”

(To heconcluded).

Mr«. Flanigan (»hating her flit): " 'Tis all very well for
you to talk, Mr». Brady, knowing I'm just from confo»»ion,
and in a state of grace; but just you wait till to-morrow,
when, plaze Heaven, I'll blacken the two eye» 0’ ye 1

“ Why do you stand with your hat off, Jones ?” “ Well,
you see, | bare been on the Continent a good deal, and it is
the custom there to stand bareheaded when a funeral is

passing.” “ That isn't a funeral; that's the South-Western
express 1"
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ACID DROPS,

Daring Mr. Bradlaugh's last illness some of the Christians
took to praying for his recovery. According to the Times,
daily prayer-meeting is being held at Newcastle for the sue
cess of Mr. John Morley at the poll. Eemembering the
result in Mr. Bradlaugh's case, we may well exclaim absit
omenZ

Since writing the above paragraph we have been favored
with a copy of the Newcastle Daily Leader containing a long
advertisement of these “ Election Prayer Meetings.” Intending
visitors are told to “ Pray for the presence and power of the
Holy Ghost before coming, or you had better stay away.’
John Morloy and the Holy Ghost 1 It is a queer partnership

Christians praying for a Freethinker's political success is a
curious sign of the times. Twenty years ago the Christians
of any constituency would have prayed for Mr. Morley’s
failure :—not his damnation, for they would have reckoned
on that as certain. -

Christians still talk about “ judgments,” and their goody-
goody stories abound with “ providential ” incidents. Well
now, in the light of this philosophy, we should like them to
consider the burning down of the Bar Hotel, at Grindelwald.
It was the headquarters of the Reunion Conference, which
consists of a number of sky-pilots who are enjoying a good
holiday under the pretence of discussing how to bring about
Christian unity. The organiser of this picnic is the Rev. Dr.
Lunn, editor of the Review of the Churches, and we see that
Dr. Lunn’s chalet is burnt down as well as the big hotel,
Does not the disaster seem to show, therefore, that Providence
is opposed to Dr. Lunn’s scheme ? And would it not be well
for the Conference to take warning lest a worse thing befall

them ?

Two articles appear opposite each other in last week’s
Christian World—* Rome in London ” and “ Mad American
Strikers.” Our pious contemporary does not appear to
entertain the slightest suspicion that the two things are in
any way connected with each other. It denounces the
American strikers in most righteous language, but sympatheti'
cally describes the tomfoolery of Cardinal Vaughan's inves-
titure with the pallium of “ pure white sheep’s wool, adorned
with purple crosses, with two lappets hanging before and
behind, and fastened with jewelled pins.” Now it is our very
decided opinion that while men of learning and ability are
devoting their time to such absurdities, there is likely to be
plenty of folly and savagery in the relations between capital
and labor. We are no apologists for murder or any kind of
brutal violence; but we say deliberately that the pride of
churches, and the religious care about the hypothetical
interests of the next life, are largely, if not wholly, responsible
for the deplorable condition of whole masses of the people in
the so-called civilised world. Jewelled pins in cardinal's
trappings are one side of the picture; the other side is want
and misery, degradation and barbarism. Look on this picture,
and on this 1 Both painted by the same artist— whoso namo
is Superstition, and his father and mother Ignorance and
Stupidity. '

This great Labor Question will either wreck the churches
or wreck civilisation. Fine talk about “ the bread of life”
is all very well—if one has time and taste for such luxury.
But what the people really want— and will have, or know tho
reason why—is bread made out of corn grown on this sido of
the Black Sea of death; decent shelter and raiment for
husband, wife and children ; and leisure enough from toil to
lire a human life. If the upper classes will help the peoplo
to this, it will bo well for the people and for themselves. If
they will not, or cannot (it comes to the same thing), wo
shall have trouble on trouble, and perhaps revolution on
revolution. And the first thing to do is to reject the priest’s
anodyne, keep our faculties alert, and face the problems of
this world, not in the spirit of religion, but in the spirit of
science gnd humanity.

The workers themselves don’'t see this yet, though they
will see it by and bye. They also— just as foolishly as their
“ betters "— fancy that good fruit can be got by shaking tho
rotten old treo of theology. Wo notice that tho Carlisle
Trades Council has requested the ministers of the town to
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hold special services and preach special sermons on the Labor
Question. Very likely the ministers will oblige; but it is to
be hoped that at least some members of the Carlisle Trades
Council are above the absurdity of the request.

Home Words for August has an article on “ The Gospel in
Japan,” by the Lord Bishop of Exeter. He begins by
referring to the terrible earthquake, “ when in two minutes
and a quarter some 9,000 to 10,000 souls in Japan were
called to appear before God.” His lordship was in Japan at
the time, but escaped with a wound in hand and foot—* just
the sign manual of God’s mercy”— a mercy pretty careful of his
lordship, but totally disregarding the 9,000 odd Japanese who,
from his plea for missions to them, he must surely think were
doomed to eternal torment.

The Bishop of Exeter went on to say “ There is a great
land to be possessed, but we are able to overcome it, and,
God helping us, we will.” Oh, yes ; you will possess Japan
if possible. There is nothing in the way of possessing which
the clergy will not attempt. And if Japan is " possessed
what a nice dumping-ground it will be for the surplus clerical
population of Great Britain.

A correspondent from Yokohama writes: “ Japan is the
paradise of missionaries ; they live in palaces, loll in carriages,
the males generally with a cigar stuck out of one side of the
mouth and the females dressed to kill. Christ rode on an
ass, but here the man pulls the Christian ass in a imricksba
to his braying place. They are of all denominations, from
the Greek Archbishop Nikolai, in his fortified castle and
cathedral; the Roman and Anglican bishops, United States
Down-Easters, Canadian Congregationalists, school marms,
and Primitive Christians—all have a good time. And why
shouldn’t they ? It's an easy social life, and they are well
paid for it. No wonder there are so many of 'em, and so fe*
perverts amongst the Japanese. We must circulate the
Freethinker here and show them up; though, so long as the
supplies come from outside, they rather enjoy a good exposure
Once in a while— it creates publicity, and they can spout

the papers.”

Two thousand Mohammedans of Delhi have sent a memori®
to the Indian Government complaining of a pamphlet I°
Urdu and Hindi, by the Rev. T. Williams, of tho 8ociety f°r
the Propagation of the Gospel, in which he asperses th9
character of their prophet Mohammed, and accuses him 0
various crimes such as dacoity, in plain terms robbery.

Protestant Christians sometimes complain of tho way li
which Freethinkers inveigh against their fetish, tho Bibl9
Yet them consider Luther's treatment of the Koran €
published at Wittenberg in 1540 a German translation
Richard's Confutatio Alcorani, with racy notes, to 38°]
“ what a shameful, lying, abominable book tbo Alcoran *w,
ne called Mohammed “ a devil and firstborn child of Satan”™
and prayed, " God grant us his grace and punish both the Vo?.
and Mohammed together with their devils.” Even the ml
Melancthon identifies Mohammod with the Gog and
of cranky John of Patmos, and charges his sect with boing
compound of “ blasphomy, robbery, and sensuality.”

C. Wesley, in one of his hymns, shows ho entertain®”
similar opinion of tho great Arabian religious reformer,
stanza runs:—

Tho smoke of the infernal cave
Which half the Christian world o’erspread
Disperso, thou heavenly Light, nnd savo
Tho souls by that impostor led—
That Arab thief, as Satan bold,
Who quite destroyed thy Asian fold.

The Clarion has an exposure of the Salvation Army
It seems Booth has learnt that something can bo ma'® t0

out of dossers. At the Blackfriars shelter, when 38
full as usual,” there were 142 twopenny visitors, »*“ r_
penny ones, a nightly income of £2 3s. Gd., or £H t*
And tho shelter has no fumigators or bath, and 0 *”0
towels. Says the Clarion man: “ It is high *“ jepi,
Government stepped in and closed these foul loathsp _ 90d

which are simply harbors for the propagation of 118 rpjjere
vermin. These aro not idlo or irresponsible woi &
are scores of witnesses to prove the truth of thl* | -
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and we fearlessly challenge the Salvation Army on the issue.
There are only two courses open ; drastic reform or abolition.”

The Rev, F. 0. Morris, of Nunburnholm Rectory, is one of
the good old sort of sky-pilots who still live in the last century.
He has the idea that he has exploded Darwinism, which, be
gravely announces in the Church Times, is as dead as the
dodo. Good old fossil!

Says Bishop Ryle, the recent judgment of the Privy
Council in the case of the Bishop of Lincoln is a long step
towards Disestablishment and Disendowment. We hope it
may prove so, but we keep our eye on facts, and the fact is
the Low Church is played out 3nd the Ritualists are now the
strongest party in the Church of England, and likely to
remain so. By the way, what does the Bishop of Liverpool
wiink of Professor Huxley being a member of the Privy

State as well as Church used to get something out of
christenings, on which, in 1783, there was a government

of 3d., which had to be paid by the parson out of his fee.
b wonder the unbaptised were counted as among the
unredeemed.

t'IM-  6r PrincO. the Agapemone, near Bridgewater, is
j living, and his sect is flourishing, like a green bay tree,
u 1839 he was Church of England curate of Charlwich in
at district, and drew round himself many female admirers,
Ow*“°m he set up as an incarnation of the Holy Ghost. He
®ven c°uverted his vicar. His community went on the early
ristian principle of the boss having all things in common,
n° uuing the women. The sect has crawled along for fifty
y ars, and has made some wealthy converts from the Salva-
~°n Army. They have a place at Stamford Hill, also at
trading, and a settlement in Norway. A temple is to be
Ullt 111 London at the cost of £ 8,000.

Vi Vaughan's investiture with the pallium has re-
ved the controversy on the continuity of the English Church.
°es Hie Anglican Church or the Catholic Church most

ofth3nt Church of England ? Here, we think, the
tbe ~avo The Anglicans say they are the original;
is was OD'y a man’s washing his face—he
*uuni tj 8ame' Hut the Catholics reply that they excom-
litnb~th Reformers; and when a man cuts off his
onl 8 i 8evere<J member is no longer the original man, but

jl =.? uead and corrupt thing. One fact is certain ; before
conpltae °f Henry VIII. the appointment of all bishops was
Rome. In altoring the Church’s headship Henry

red tho character of the Church itself.

Qala=Cnsecluenco of tho cholera tho authorities in Western
at tp 1 wisely prohibited the pilgrimage to Kalevaar customary
fbat't 8eason= face this, however, tho clergy announced
~lio h WeS t0 ' o”ebrated, and many processions of peasants

8°f out for Kalevaar bare had to bo driven back by
1110 gendarmes.

3 > 7 0 ( h me°rtality from cholora in Russia is about

aail7- The disease is assuming terriblo proportions
Vgalp ® fho poor and famino-dobilitated pcoplo in many of the
somg H?r° VinCea- Throughout many districts of the continent
eniC -8 ~ o0 a panic exists in fear of the approach of tho
a: emic> Wars, after all, slay fewor than divinely-sent

t0T"“e Rey. Walter Beeston Coyte, of Stonham Parva, seems
p appreciate the text about not laboring for tho meat that
erod'fk. g°0B tick for it. But his butcher has stopped
If th aa™ ~0t a commlttal order against him for the bill,
ho .Jrreveren<l gentleman doesn’t pay up within a month,

WIH appreciate tho prayer for “ all prisoners and captives.”

a A0V J°Lph'Curry, of North Kelsey, Lincolnshire, had
in ] trenoa w*th Mr. W. Ralphs, the schoolmaster. Accord-
Se? N Pushed the said schoolmaster’'s arm in the doorway,
Mp | ~In A7 throat, and otherwise maltreated him. For
bo 10 . xerc'8es in Muscular Christianity tho man of God has

feeT i'Uk* ~  78ecosts, and the prosecuting solicitor’s

fcol*nQll J~brabam, ricar of Torkaey, near Gainsborough,
Dr' O’'Connor a mare as ftg«d eight and «oundc Bho
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turned out to be seventeen and broken-winded.
awarded Dr. O'Connor £22 2s. damages.

A jury has

Colored Baptists held a Sunday-school convention ali
Chappal Hill, Bolton, Missouri, on August 7. A difficulty
occurred over the riding of a “ flying machine,” and there
was a riot, in which one man was Kkilled and seven persons
wounded, including two women and a child. Pistol shots
were the arguments employed in this discussion. "

Deacon J. Y. Smith, of the Broadway Christian Church,
Lexington, Kentucky, was director of a woman’s college and
treasurer of a “ Christian Eluoational Fund.” His father
left him 40,000 dollars. Most of this fortune he spent .on
women. He has left hi3 wife and five children, and is living,
with a widow.

An old man of ninety died recently at a certain English
asylum. His son, who is a Baptist minister in fairly flourish-
ing circumstances, was communicated with, and asked to
assist in defraying the cost of the funeral. Mr. Sky-Pilot
replied that he did not care, what became of his father's
body, so long as his soul was all right. The corpse, there-
fore, had to be buried by the parish.

Tho heat on the Continent has resulted in many cases of
sunstroke and sudden deaths in Germany, Austria and Italy.
Above one hundred soldiers, on a march from Venice to
Montselice, succumbed and had to be left lying at the
roadside.

The fire at Grindelwald has been followed by another
accident in Switzerland, the heat having caused the fall of an
ice glacier, which nearly destroyed the village of Tasch, near
Zermatt. -

The Spookical Research Society had a good showing up
recently in tho Daily News by a writer who stigmatises their
methods of investigation as beneath -eontempt. He points
out that out of the four hundred instances of Phantasms o f the
Living given in the two volumes with that title, they were not
able to produce a single instance where the alleged phantasm
was certified by an entry in a diary written at the time, or in
a genuine contemporaneous letter. Not one. Were, then,
the story-tellers hallucinated, or, plainly, liars?

“ Mrs. Besant, in lecturing laxt night on *The Miracles of
Modern Science,” apologised for her choice of a title. The
apology was certainly due, for nothing tends to greater con-
fusion of thought than tho loose use, which Mrs. Besant in
this case adopts, of the word *miracle’ Everybody knows
the stock argument (if such it may be called) which runs
somowhat as follows: 1The greatest *miracles’ are the
miracles of science ; therefore why not swallow the miraeulous
gnats of non-science?’ In one form or another one meets
the question everywhert); but of course it only passes muster
by the equivocation between ‘ miracle’ as meaning anything
calculated to excite admiration or astonishment and ‘ miracle ’
in its theological sense of some manifestation of Power out-
side the laws of nature. ‘ You accept the laws of nature,
which are wonderful ; therefore why not accept wonderful
things contrary to those laws ?’ The argument would not
bo very impressive if put thus correctly.” — Pall Mall Qatettc.

Is it true that a certain Liverpool church is in debt ? Is
it true that Talmago was engaged for a Sunday’s services to
diminish the burden ? Is it true that the collections realised
£60 ? Is it true that Talmage was offered the whole amount?
Is it true that he declined to tako less than £100 ? s it
true that the church doesn’t want Talmago again ? Is it true
that Talmago is related to a famous Hebrew gentleman who
lived in Venice ? .

Talmago is not treated very cordially by some of the
leading Christian papers in England. A week or two ago we
printed a story at his expense from the Christian Common-
wealth; now we see the Christian World twits him with
preaching very old sermons, and suggests that his recent

engagements with crowned heads have prevented him from
working up new ones.

Tho German Sunday law, which tho pions emperor was
instrumental in getting carriod, is causing much discontent.
Pedlars profit by tho loj« to shopkeepersi The milk stalls,
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mwhich were a boon and a blessing to nursemaids and their
charges in the parks, and such places as Unter den Linden,
have been swept away. The Germans don't go to ehurch
any the more for the new regulations; but one result of the
emperor’s puritanic methods is that the prisons are fuller than
ever. -

At a religious festival at Cesa, Naples, held in honor of an
alleged miracle there, a shell, intended to explode in the air
and cast abroad a shower of colored fireworks, suddenly burst
on the ground and killed six persons, besides wounding many
others.

Johann Most, the editor of the Communist Freheit, has, it
is said, been converted to the Salvation Army through the
fascination of a female captain. We do not know if this is
true, or if true, how far it will affect his future movements.
But Mr. B. Tucker, the editor of Liberty, who has a keen eye
for character, long since denounced Most as not being of true
grit. -

Clerical fees are still the subject of discussion in the Church
papers. A Welsh parson gives a bill showing that when he
was inducted he was mulcted to the tune of £73 12s. 2d.
Meanwhile Mr. Charlwood, the secretary to Bishop Moor-
house, has brought an action for libel against (he Rev. J. P.
Foster, the secretary of the Clergy Fees Reform Association
Some think the action has only been brought to try and stifle
the scandal as beiDg subjudice.

The Wesleyan Conference, in its Pastoral Letter to the
Methodist societies in Great Britain, expresses great anxiety
about the "sacrament” of Baptism, and advises some adult
members of the Methodist Church who have never been
baptised to comply with the ordinance of the Lord, and
qualify themselves for receiving the special blessing of
obedient faith. At the same time, the Conference “ protests
against the superstition which connects regeneration with the
mere performance of the rite.” What is this, however, but
an admission that the rite is a farce— at any rate when per-
formed on children ? If baptism doesn't " regenerate”
them, what the Devil does it do to them? We pause for a

reply.

Consecration of cemeteries—or rather of half of them—is
getting played out. In many cases the towns or parishes
won’'t have the job done ; in other cases, they go in for a
compromise, and have what they call a “ dedication” of the
whole cemetery. But, of course, Bishops cannot take part in
such a performance. They justly arguo that “ Consecration
is consecration, but what on earth is dedication ?” On this
ground the Bishop of Southwell has just refused to take part
in the “ dedication ” of acemetery at llkeston. His lordship’s
refusal is perfectly logical, both on Church of England and
on general religious principles. Nevertheless the Dissenters
will look upon him as a “ proud prolate.”

is the living who quarrel about “ consecration ” of
cemeteries. (Pity they haven't something better to do 1)
The dead take it very quietly. They don’t seem to care
where thoy lie—or how the living lie about them.

It

Those who fancy the good old creeds and hell-fire doctrines
will expire of themselves if only left alone, should notice that
in 1890 the Church of England had left it the sum of
£1,608,829, irrespective of its usual income.

The only thing that appears to flourish in Ireland is the
sky-pilot profession. In 1881 the census showed a population
of 5,174 836. The 1891 census showed a population of
4,704,750. This is a decrease of 470,086. The number of
the Roman Catholic clergy, however, has increased by 139.
Thus the shepherds multiply while the sheep diminish. Pre-
sently there won't be fleece enough to go round.

" Sweet Jesus, receive my soul,” were the last words of
Patrick Gibbons, the matricide, immediately before being
jerked Jccusward. And straightway the bolt was drawn and
bis soul flew up to heaven, where they had already killed the
fatted calf. And there was more joy among the saints over
this repentant murderer than over ninety and nine just persons
who needed no repentance.
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There are some nice pickings made out of the missionary
societies. No wonder the heathen rage. In the Church
Missionary Society the proportion of working expenses to total
expenditure is as high as one-eleventh. In the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel, it is one-eighth ; in the
Wesleyan Missionary Society, it is one-eighteenth ; while the
canny Presbyterians manage it for one twenty-fifth.

We are trembling on the eve of a discovery which may
revolutionise the whole thought of the world. The almost
universal opinion of scientific men is that the planet Mars is
inhabited by beings like, or superior to, ourselves. Already
they have discovered great canals cut on its face in geo-
metrical form, which can only be the work of reasoning
creatures. They have seen its snowfiel Is, and it only requires
a telescope a little stronger than those already in existence to
reveal the mystery as to whether sentient beings exist on that
planet. If it be found that this is the case, the whole
Christian religion will tumble to pieces. The story of the
Creation has already become an old wife's tale. Hell is never
mentioned in any well-informed society of clergymen ; the
devil has become a myth. If Mars is inhabited, the irresistible
deduction will be that all the other planets are inhabited.
This will put an end to the fable prompted by the vanity of
humanity that the 8on of God came on earth and suffered for
creatures who are the lineal descendants of monkeys. It is
not to be supposed that the Hebrew carpenter Jesus went
about as a kind of theosophical missionary to all the planets
in the solar system, reincarnate, and suffering for the sins of
various pigmies or giants, as the case may be, who dwell
there. The astronomers would do well to make haste to
reveal to us the magnificent secret which the world impatiently
awaits.— Reynolds's,

As the Church declines from want of men of ability in it*
ranks, we may expect further demands for lay help. We are
not surprised to see the proposal of the Rev. Mr. Hutchinson,
vicar of Christ Church, Penge, to form a National Church
Brotherhood, with vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience»
endorsed by the Church papers. But we shall be surprised if
any considerable number of able lay helpers come forward to
found this new monkery, or if the visits of these celibate
churchmen are welcomed by the husbands at the house*
where they are to go on their mission of converaion.

The Rock points to the Jews, and their deplorable treat'
ment by the Christians of Russia, as a striking instance °*
the fulfilment of prophecy. Yes, this is an instance where
Christians have done their best to bring about a fulfilment o'
prophecy. But thoy forget to notice that tho Jews were to
becomo a byoword, not in consequence of their rejecting their

| Messiah, for there is nothing about that in tho Old Testament,
but in consequence of not keoping the commandments (400
Dout. xxviii. 15, 1 Kings ix. G). “ | came not to send pe»d
but a sword ” is another saying Christians have been OYer
ready to fulfil.

Church property in tho United States is set down by th®
Government as worth 43,500,000 dollars. All of it is exemP®
from taxation. Yet they say that religion is not support®
by thé State in America.

The Catholics hope to win by urging in confession the g°°
old Bible doctrino “ increaso and multiply.” In Prussia. *»
December 1890, they had 11.217 members, and at tho °n“ /Y
last year they had 12,152, the increase being much grofl
than the corresponding increase of the population.

The famous monastery of Montserrat, near Barcolon*J
Spain, which attracted yearly over 60,000 pilgrims, has o
destroyed by fire. It owes its renown to an ancient im»g®
the Virgin, supposed to have several times escaped destruo

We are always ready to give our friends the clergy a .
bow to turn a honest penny. We therefore call their stt.tnjoU]

to the advertisement of a Dakota clergyman, "® e I”™olUr
doubts and difficulties answered by private letter. ' tat<\Orgy
difficulty and enclose one dollar for reply.”” Tho Poorf

are interdicted by law from following any trade or pro & rj,
But there is nothing to hinder putting up a utcj
< Doubts removed and difficulties solved.” We shou Vig
there was a fine opening for a brisk business by an cn

ing man.
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, August 28, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.O. :
at 7.30, “ John Morloy ; Statesman, Writer, and Freethinker.”

Sept. 4, Glasgow; 11, Aberdeen; 18, Hall of Soience, Loudon;
25, Bristol.

October 2, Liverpool; 9 and 16, Hall of Science, London;
23, Newcastle; 30, South Shields.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mb. Ghaklks Watts' Engagements.—August 28, Grimsby.
September 3 and 4, Rushden; 11, Town Hall, Birmingham;
18, Birmingham; 25, Hall of Science. October 2, Hall of
Science; 9 and 16, Birmingham ; 19,20 and 21, Aberdeen;
23, Glasgow ; 25 and 26, Belfast; 30, Edinburgh. Nov. 1,
Chester; 6 and 13, Birmingham; 20, Sheffield; 27, Hall of
Science, London. Dec. 4, Hall of Science; 11, Manchester;
18 and 25, Birmingham.— All communications for Mr. Watts
should bo sent direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The
Orescent, Birmingham.

(*C Smith.—Many thanks.

C H. Bbownswobth, 4 Cottenham-Btreet, Ardwick, Man-
chester, {8 the new corresponding secretary of the Man-
Chester Branch, in place of J. Gough, resigned.

C. Weight.—We are glad to hear the C.E.S. agents push the
Sunday gale of papers. Every little helps.

JV. Wittebing.— The date is booked.

0. H. W.—Pleased to hear from you, and hope you will con-
hnue to make headway with your studies, though the cir-
stances are so unfavorable. Life is very much like English
feather; the prospect often brightens as suddenly as it

k' B. Stephenson.—Your previous letter must have mis-
carried. “\ Homeless Deity ” appears.
eFaster—Accept our thanks. We have placed the sub-
W8X;1D*0n cre(l't °f the Sustentation Fund.
< Oiiant (Manchester).—Wo havo seen so many of these
hristian Evidence papers come and go. The now one will
probably Bhare the fate of its predecessors. Gross person-
? 'ties amuse tho baser sort of Christians for a time, but tho
VY wecar8 °H* ai>d the mid comes all the sooner if Free-
Eor,nkers ,eavo such journals severely alone.
~ ITY—There is a good deal in your view of the case;
atnely, that the readers of a paper should pay a proper
price for it. 7ut, on tho other hand, there are poor people,
~ven among Freethinkers, with whom every single penny is
j, Beryju8 consideration ; and, further, human nature has to
to ,a, nas” is. You may wish it wero otherwise, and labor
make it so; but it is very unpractical to base actual plans
P.°n suppositions instead of facts. Of courso, if we did
H i?"ntlle Pr'ce, wo should print on better paper.
. = mUouGH._Seo “ Acid Drops." Wo are obliged to conceal
j rhe name.
e to”~ v .of West London Branch, bogs local Freethinkers
B'Pport the open-air lecture station at Salisbury-road this
th®n? g (Aug. 28), as an organised attempt has been
j AlL,Ee\!?7n>d to break up the meeting.
_ S Marshall and B. Hyatt are desired to forward their

®ranOlb  ac*ro8SC8 to James Neato, treasurer Bethnal-green

—Mo doubt thero nro many who, like yourself, met
thii > freethinker accidentally. Advertising is a good
Pat'?’ TiLk reiujively very expensive in tho case of a special
titnel m 710 Freethinker. Wo havo tried it from time to
siioti WI”™* n° cornmell8ural® result. Perhaps wo shall mako

John pOr u,,cinpt when the winter begins.
] * :ayne—Pleased to hear they do not demur to your
Oh k ~ *46 Freethinker on tho table at, tho llorwich Reform
W Tj ' Subscription handed to tho N.S.S. secretary.
*«"FORD.-See “ Sugar Plums.” Delighted to hear of
IV MIr RUccessful meetings.
"idle 480N,'~The Sheffield notice was not “ excluded.”
Kp? i 180 an expression after tho explanation in our
A tssue. wO know nothing of what is posted at Sheffield;
j3° °n'y know what arrives at our offico in London. Yours
n"t the first lettor, by many a thousand, that never reached
E. J p stination.
v * —We do not know the book you mention. Our Tracts,
qJV suitable for distribution, are issued at 6d. per hundred.

Un k° hear that 1le Parcel of literature sont you nine
aAdtk8 ago has begR QQQEW read by your ship’s company,
I at many readers intend to join the N.S.S. when they
D."plH fo ERgland.
"will XKF=Alere t8 1)0 better book on the subject of Free
b'y'i ax™ Mecessity than tho one wo publish under tho title,
pl Anthony Collins, an English Freethinker of last, contuiy!
bOV rice ia la, or 2s. bound iu cloth. Jonathan Edwards's
H°k on the Will is also powerful. It can often be got
A. 'Td-liand for a shilling or so.
»t't D'4®18 U8 10 8Ve<1ly it was not Basingstoke he lectured
W T * Hi*hopstoke. o regret tho blunder.
j_'p =l-Eekey.—Thanks for cuttings.
‘ >m° nus—Yes, wo hope to keep the price at ono penny.

It is
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Anti-Clebical.—You must have been ill-grounded in ele-
mentary science to be staggered by such objections to the
earth’s rotundity.

G. Shahbrook, president of the Battersea Branch, and an old
Freethinker, is going out to New Mexico. He has a quantity
of books to dispose of, including some from Charles Brad-
laugh's library. They can be seen at his address, 20
Cramptnn-street, Newington Butts, S.E.

R. Rosetti—It was certainly infamous for the C.E.S. lecturer
to tell such a lie about your family ; but as a rule the O.E.S.
lecturers will say anything.

F. Mubbay.—Pleased to hear that reading the Bishop of
Exeter’s article has decided you to become a subscriber to
the Freethinker. His lordship is like other “ humble”
Christians in fancying that Providence looks after his safety
whilo other people are perishing. Poor little insect! What
a mighty conceit he has of his own importance in the
universe!

Fbiends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Papers Received.—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator-
Open Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arms Teufel
— Liberty—Liberator—Progressive Thinker—Flaming Sword
— Secular Thought—Modern Thought—Twentieth Century—
Chat—Clarion—Clifton Church Parish Magazine—Auckland
Chronicle—Home Words—Newcastle Daily Leader— Natal
Mercury—Medium—Midland Evening News—Echo—Leyton
Express and Independent.

Literaby communications to be addressed to the Editor,
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi-
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Scale op Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—
One inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special
terms for repetitions.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.;
Half Year, 3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7$d.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrappor when the subscription is due, subscribers will
receive tho number in a colored wrapper when their sub-
scription expires.

SUGAR__ PLUMS.

Despite the tropical weather a very good audience assembled
at tbe London Hall of 8cienca on Sunday evening to hear Mr.
Foote lecture on ‘ Did We Live Before We Were Born?
Mr. R. O. 8mith presided. There was no discussion, which
was a great mercy, for at the end of the lecture the hall was
like a Turkish bath,

“ John Morley ; Statesman, Writer, and Freethinker,” is
subject of Mr. Foote's lecture from the same platform this
evening (Aug. 28). In view of the Newcastle eleotion the
lecture should be interesting enough to attract a good
meeting. Freethinkers in London should try to bring some
of their orthodox friends.__

“ Freethinker ” SubtentationFcnd.— Mrs. S (Cornwall),
11s. 8d.; A. G. K. (2d. per week for year), 8s. 8d.; R.
Waller, 2s. Gd.; E. Holland, £1 ; K. J. (quarterly while
necessary), 2s. Gd. ; Alpha, Is. ; F W. Donaldson, 10s.; W.
Carter, £2 2s ; Edward Stiebel, £2 ; John Payne, 6s.; E.
Cruttenden, 2s. ; J. Edmonds, Is.

Last Sunday Mr. Charles Watts lectured three times in
Manchester, where the heat was most oppressive, it being by
far tbe hottest day of the season in that city. Of course
such weather affected tbe morniDg and afternoon audiences,
but in the evening the hall was filled, standing room to the
very doors being occupied. Friends were present from
surrounding districts, and one gentleman travelled over a
hundred miles to bear Mr. Watts, who never lectured better.

Mr. Watts lectures at Grimsby to day (Aug. 28) after
twelve years’ absence. During that time many persons in
the town have joined tbe Freethougbt party who never saw
Mr. Watts on the platform. In order to whet their curiosity
wo may remark that, on the occasion of bis last lectures at
South Shields, the local Free Press described him as “ pos-
sessed of great oratorical powers ” and “ one of the best men
on the Freetbought platform.” He was also referred to in
an.editorial note as a “ clear, forcible, eloquent, and tho
roughly conscientious speaker.”
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Mr. Heaford lectures to-day (Aug. 28) at Belfast. We hope
the members of the Ulster Branch will give him a hearty
reception, and induce as many as possible of their friends to
attend his meetings. -

Mr. W. Heaford sends us the following “ Northern
Notes ” :—** A few words on the results, up to date, of my
present tour may be of interest to the readers of the Free-
thinker. At Huddersfield on Aug. 13 a huge and sympathetic
crowd attended my open-air lecture. On the following day
| visited Manchester and gave three lectures there. On
Aug. 15 Farsley was roused by an open-air address, and on the
following evening a large gathering at Bradford, where the
bigots resented with groans and interruptions the arguments
they could not overturn. Bradford Secularism must peg
away and live down the religious ruffianism of the baser sort
of Christians. | visited Huddersfield on Aug. 20, and there
a very large audience again assembled, but unhappily the
rowdy element indulged occasionally in exhibitions more
pulmonary than intellectual. This Branch is doing right
good work at the Market Cross, and deserves every encourage-
ment from the local Freethinkers. At Sheffield the experi-
ment was tried, on Aug. 21, of a morning outdoor address
with striking success—a vast meeting, most orderly and
attentive, was the result. The fine weather, however, some-
what marred the indoor attendance in the afternoon and
evening.” -

The Ulster Branch on last Sunday invaded Carrickfergus.
A large party of members and friends enjoyed the beautiful
day, and were well entertained by Mr, W. J. Morrison, one
of the saints resident in the ancient town. Mr. Morrison
cares not for anathemas, and has provided a fine ballroom
where Sunday dancing may be enjoyed. Boating, singing,
and other amusements were liberally indulged in. The castle
was inspected and discussed, and the party returned to
Belfast late in the evening with the satisfaction of a well-

spent day.

A handbill has reached us of the Freethought demonstra-
tion at Sydney on Sunday, July 31. Mr. W. W. Collins
opened the new Lyceum in the morning, and in the evening
Mr. Joseph Symes lectured on “ The Conquests and Prospects
of Freethought.” The handbill, we notice, was printed by
Christian and Son— which is curious.

Paine the Pioneer, the new essay by Colonel Ingersoll, is
one of the best that ever came from his pen. It gives a
brilliant summary of Paine’s public career, and of his political
aDd religious principles, and intermixes it with passages of
characteristic reflection and splendid eulogy. Wo should liko
to see this pamphlet extensively circulated among Christians,
especially among those who have been taught to hate a bogus
Paine, bearing no likeness whatever to the man who was
indeed “ a soldier in the war of the liberation of humanity.”

Mr. Joseph Brown, secretary of the North-Eastern Secular
Federation, sends us a copy of its third annual report. The
Federation has done a good year’'s work. More lectures than
ever have been delivered in the district. The income has
been £142 15s. 4d., and the expenditure £143 15s. 4d.—
leaving a deficit of only £1, which by a printer’s error, we
presume, appears in the report as 10s. Wo are glad to see
the Federation’s income is improving. It would have been
just, however, to mention that grants from the N.S.8. central
Executive have critically assisted the Federation’s propaganda.
Piobably the omission is an inadvertence. Mr. Brown is a
hardworking man, with many engagements, and the Federa-
tion is greatly indebted to his zeal and ability.

It is so difficult to get men of God to come to the scratch
in debate at Leyton that the Leyton Branch of the N.8.S.
insert a public advertisement in the local papers, challenging
any minister or representative Christian to debate “ The
Moral Value of Christianity,” “ Is there a God f” “ Secularism
v. Christianity,” or any other appropriate subject.

We are pleased to note, in the Natal Mercury for July 22,
that Shelley has his admirers in South Africa. That paper
has an excellent leading article on the poet, but makes the
little mistake of placing his centenary on Aug. 11.

“ Quinbus Fkstrin,” of our gallant contemporary, the
Vixrion, has been namtirg his experience in Victoria-Park.
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He got sick of the Christian Evidence Society in a few
minutes, but he was lucky enough to find G. B. Shaw
orating on Socialism. With the said G. B. Shaw “ Quinbus”
had a racy conversation. That it was racy you may bet your
bottom dollar ; for G. B. Shaw is a fellow who *“ believes in
nothing” — except making the world a bit happier (that's his
little weakness), and can talk about himself without being
egotistioal. Our only regret is that “ Quinbus Flestrin ”
didn’t tackle G. B. Shaw about his religious views, for he
calls himself an Atheist—and what is more, is one.

A granite monument has been put over the grave of Dr.
Caspar Schmidt (1806—1856), a Freethinker and Indivi-
dualist, who in 1845, under the pseudonym of “ Max Stirner,”
published a remarkable work, Der Einzige und scin Eigenthuni,
which may be roughly rendered “ The One and his Property,”
or “ The Individual and his Individuality.” A tablet to his
memory has also been placed on the house where he lived, 19
Philippstrasse, Berlin. Stirner's work has not been trans-
lated, but he is regarded by German Anarchists as the equal
of Schopenhauer and Proudhon.

The Congress of the American Secular Union takes place
this year at Chicago, and lasts for three days from Oct. 23.

As an instance of the decline of Sabbatarianism in Scot-
land, it may be mentioned that the vehicular competition on
Sunday between Glasgow and Paisley has this summer become
keener than ever, and there are no fewer than twenty ’'busses
and brakes plying for hire.

THE FAITH-PRISON.

Theee dwelt a powerful wizard in a cave,
A fearful residence where newts and toads
And many other creatures born in mud
And filth and slime—bred loathsomely.
To manufacture spectacles which— placed
Before one’s eyes—so tortured heaven’s light
That newts and leeches, serpents and the liko
Seemed angels, glorious beings ; while the slime
That hung about the cave seemed changed to gold
And silver essence. He—deformed and cruel—
Shone like a messenger of truth and love.
These glasses are the Spectacles of Faith
Through which the parson wishes to view
And only thus—the laws of his .Religion,
Its hell, its heaven, its tale of Man defiled,
Its superstitions born of Ignorance ;
That we may see and not perceivo ; while ho
Shines like a messenger of truth and love 1

Ron Mahon.

He lived

IMMORTALITY.

On no subject, perhaps, has bo much weak reasoning been
permitted to pass current as on this of the immortality °j
tho soul; partly becauso men had already a faith secure»
to them on quite other authority, on quite other ground8
than those reasonings which served very pleasingly aDa
eloquently to fill up the page. In old woodcuts one some*
times sees a vessel in full sail upon the ocean, and percb®a
aloft upon the clouds are a number of infant cherubs,
puffed-out cheeks, blowing at the sails. The swelling canvas
is evidently filled by a stronger wind than those infan
cherubs, sitting in tho clouds, could supply. They
not fill tho sail, but thoy were thought to fill up tho pictur®
prottily enough.

Most of these arguments resolve themselves into passion»
wishes to prolong some experienced delight, or to gravz
some thwarted desire. A fragment of this present j*
is torn from all its necessary conditions, and perpetuate
in tho future world. Sometimes the action of the d *
broken off on eartu, is to bo earned on elsewnert,,
revenge is to bo completed, the calamity to be redress®”™
Sometimes t'h*e happiest_sceng of all_tho drama, »l® ~
transitory here, is represented as stationary and cter
there. Loving souls lovo on for over. They see themse
liko agroup of beautiful sculpture, placed, safoand change e’
in Elysian bowers. Beautiful sculpture it must be,.
life, as we kn*w it—the very lifo they would transfer 1
eternity— is perpetual change—is growth and decay, extm
and reproduction ; and our present human consciousnes ”
built on, or interlaced with, tho incessant movetfl°n

a vital form, that grows, blossoms, and dies like any <
flower of tho Birth. William Smith, Therm»*
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WHY SHOULD A FREETHINKER
FEAR TO DIE?

(concluded.)

Shakespeare makes many allusions to death.
deems it wonderful that men should fear it:

He

Seeing that death, a necessary end,
Will come, when it will come.

He thinks, as most writers do, that the feeling about
it lies chiefly in the apprehension of it. It has been
illustrated by the feeling of children going to bed in
the dark. As Dryden says:

Death in itself is nothing ; but we fear
To be we know not what, we know not where.

Shakespeare says that the poor beetle we tread upon
feels a paDg as great as when a giant dies. From
What | have witnessed, | doubt if there is finally any
pang at all; | believe it all lies in the apprehension.
My view is well expressed by Garth :

To die is landing on some silent shore,
Where billows never break, nor tempests roar ;
Ere we feel the friendly stroke 'tis o’er.

The last experience | had confirms this. During
some hours preceding death the patient desired an
increased supply of fuel, when a roaring fire made
fhe room insufferably hot, and requested more gas in
broad daylight. Thisreminded me of Goethe's“ More
Light,” which | noticed recently in his biography
18 transformed into an instruction to his servant to
raise the window blinds. It is an affecting sight to
fitness a fellow mortal losing one sense after another,
till the lungs finally give up their functions and the
pulse ceases to beat.

.An old friend and Freethinker made several allu-
Hons as to the best way of dying, and promised
Us an example of how best to do it. What he did
‘ras, after breakfast, cover his face with his handker-
chief and go to sleep, as was his custom during many
years. But in the last instanco thero was this differ-
°nco, ho did not waken for dinner or tea, and, on
examination, ho was found to bo in that sleep from
~hick somo of us never expect to awake. | never
heard if the Christians described his last hours
k'lIflgling with the King of Terrors, and declaring
~(hat a different life he would lead if allowed another
°hance! Instead of contemplating our final end as
°D° °f terror, of tragedy, of desolation or despair, |
hink it wiser wo should think of death

As a safe inn, where weary travellers
When they have journey'd through a world of cares,
May pUt off life, and be at rest for ever.

The most affecting scenes are those in which the
Unff are cut off boforo experiencing cither tho
an<~Sfres or Pa*ns existence. Death is inevitable,
Ath *°r ~at reason Socrates refused to fly from
hens. “ 18 there any place outsido Athens whore
~®n do not die ?” ho asked. But one cannot bo in-
°ront to tho unexpected happening of an event that
Ust occur somo time. Sudden death, and calm,
k ace*ul, unconscious fading away, seem preferable;

th canno” choose our own ond without executing
act d°cro® ourselves, which men call suicide. That
see ft Eorry compliment to human naturo, and

that~t,a k'ncl of cowardice. It may bo often true
“0 who dispatches himself does so under the

time S¥Ori tba* that was tho host thing to do at the
iiko tl

~ sornetirues Bavos a world of trouble. But I
death wben tho enemy is in front, and
thon i i 8bauds certain ; yet even then it seems to

onlooker inferior to falling sword in hand.
fear nfSrDO  Soldior’ whatever his religion, living in
to tho °ath ; yot ovcn tho. Path of glory leads but
Victr> &rav® Hut the soldier is thinking of glory, of
thint7, j Qd not of doath’ So tho mind of tho Free-

its nro» , 113 tL° Prosenfc--it3 duties, its cares,
Prospocto; a future is thoroby excluded— dees not
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absorb his thoughts—and he has therefore no dread
of it. To fill the hour, that is happiness which leaves
no space for apprehension or fear. Look at the
animal kingdom. You will see that those are happiest
which have no present cares or future apprehensions.
Who has never envied the lambs and kittens ?

Taking the popular opinion as possibly true, that
death is but the opening of a new passage to another
and a better world, he will be best prepared who
strives to do his best here. Burns put his friend
Aiken on the highest pedestal when he said—

If there's another world, he lives in bliss;
If there’'s none, he made the best of this.

It is clear common sense that we should make tho
best of this life whether there is or is not any bliss to
follow. Plausible as the popular theory may appear
to some, when plainly stated it appears to me that
the ultimate state of things will be a marvellous
transformation. At the consummation wished for by
Christians there will be a soul without a body, a
heaven without an earth, a God without a world !

There is one thing certain: if there is another life,
the Freethinker cannot prevent it—he will have to
swim with the stream, and sing with the mariner,
" If my bark sinks Tis to another seal/’ It is
useless Christians putting on airs and assuming to
decide the destiny of the Freethinker. Happily it is
not in their power, prate as they may. Their assump-
tion that there is a judge of all the universe as
narrow-minded and as bigoted as themselves is
monstrous. Omnipotent wisdom is not made up of
their puny dogmas, creeds, and ceremonies, about
which they think so much. Omniscience does not
consist of such trifles as vex their little souls.

Sitting on tho throne of heaven, a personification
of ignorance and superstition has no terrors for a
well-informed Freethinker. His ideal of perfection
transcends all such petty nonsense. The fertile brain
of mau peoples the heavens and earth with monsters
and monstrosities, which tho cultivated reason
extinguishes; one by one they vanish. Civilised
man may believe iu something higher than himself;
but to worship anything lower than himself would be
to revert to this early barbarism, already relegated
to desorved oblivion. At tho samo time, it is well
known that in certain cases of disease tho dying
man has visions as hideous as a living and healthy
savago. It is not the facts wo deny, but tho inter-
pretation of them, the causes to which they are
assigned by tho ignorant and superstitious. Some
one has written that thero is pleasure enough in lifo
to make us desire to live, and pain enough to recon-
cile us to death when wo can Hyo do longer. Is not
the pain, suffering, and sickness which precedo death
sufficient without adding imaginary phantoms? Is
not parting with our friends forover, the leaving a
world of wonder and beauty ; taking tho last view of
tho flowers, the sunshine, and tho landscape that has
charmed our lives, enough, without adding tho pro-
spect of endless misery ? May wo not legitimately
borrow a text ? Surely enough for the day of parting
is tho ovil thereof.

If thero is one thing more than anothor desirable
in tho day of darkness and gloom, it is an effort
on tho part of our friends not to increase their
intensity. Avoid, above all, piling upon the agonies
inflicted by nature, tho agonies occasioned by tho
spluttcrings of theologians. As to theologians them-
selves and their messengers—keep thorn outside ths
door—leave them to revel in tho lios and slander
of their own manufacture. Tho hour of death is
not tho time for preaching or arguing. Of courso
thero aro persons to whom, at such a time, such
visits would give pleasure. By all means let every
thing bo done that may possibly relievo, but not
inflict pain.. Do anything that will dispel tho gloom
or cheer tho parting hours. In a word, do as nearly
as possible tho opposite of what it is the custom
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to do. It was with exceeding pleasure I read some
time ago of a scheme to supply sweet musio to
soothe the sufferers. This is a vast improvement
on the preachings, prayers, and lamentations. There
appears nothing so awful in the sick room as a man
dressed in black, wearing india rubber slippers,
pulling a long face, muttering in whispers some
wailing tale about something he knows nothing
about. It is enough to make a poor creature feel
dead before his time.

The story of Gods, partial and unjust, tyrants
reigning in the heavens—by which kings and priests
have misgoverned snd misguided an uninstructed
world—is a terrible imposture. | think it among
the glories of the past hundred years that this
imposture has been exposed, and the arm of the
impostor paralysed. Countless thousands now have
ceased to dread the story, and treat such malicious
inventions with the contempt they deserve. The
Freethinker, whether living or dying, is no longer
influenced by such Popish stuff as this. Such ideas
have no influence whatever over minds accustomed
to think and reason.

A diabolical God gains no reverence or awe from
the Freethinker, and he can only despise the agent
who seeks to alarm him with such a wretched spectre.

In the present day there are not a few ministers of
religion who take off the hideous robes with which
their forefathers clothed the Deity and substitute the
apparel suggested by a more humane modern philo-
sophy. But all this is vain; it can no more be
sustained by logic and facts than the old view. He
will have to be divested of his modern attributes
also. The modern invention may have its advantages
and bo awelcome change, but it is still an invention.
I fancy some reader saying—*“ All this is very well,
but you are writing it in good health and not under
the circumstances about which you givo an opinion.
It is written that

When the Devil was sick, the Devil a saint would be ;

When the Devil got well, the Devil a saint was he.”

But, as a matter of fact, the thoughts now penned by
me occupied my mind at a time when life was uncer-
tain, and on more than one occasion. How even
great minds must suffer who are under the influence
of popular views may be seen by their utterances in
the day of affliction. As an illustration, take the
lines written by Burns in the prospect of death
(although elsewhere he has said it has no terrors for
the brave):

0 thou unknown, Almighty Cause

Of all my hope and fear !

In whose dread presence, ere an hour,

Perhaps | must appear 1

Ho pleads in extenuation of having sometimes gone
wroDg—

Thou know'st that thou hast formod me

With passions wild and stroDg.
And concludes—

But thou art good ; and goodness still

Delighteth to forgive.

Notwithstanding the “ dread presence,” he endows
it with the generosity of his own heart.

An all-knowing, just God would be above taking
offence at the doiDgs of his ill-informed and erring
creatures, whose capacities are the opposite of his
own, and the exercise of forgiveness could only be
possible in a God weak enough to be offended at his
creatures not being, like himself, free from all imper-
fections. Whatever theories we assume about things
beyond our knowledge, we should be careful to avoid
all that in any way may intorfero with our tranquillity
either in life or death.

As to the time and manner of our departure, no
man can foresee; hence it seems only ordinary pru-
dence that we should, while alive and well, make
such provision for it as may occasion the least trouble
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and anxiety to those we leave behind us. This was
made clear to my mind by reading of one who had
fought in several battles, travelled over the civilised
globe in safety, and was knocked down and Kkilled on
his return by a cab crossings London street. This is
not a matter that can affect the dead ; but sometimes,
in case of property, the neglect of it may cause endless
strife, litigation, and even min to the parties con-
cerned in its administration and distribution. It
appears a wise course, where practicable, to settle
our affairs ourselves, leaving as little as possible to
those only partially acquainted with our intentions
and wishes.

Emerson points out a modern improvement in
inscriptions in churchyards, supposed to express
the sentiments of those buried under them; itis
“Think on living.” The old ones read, “ Keep
death and judgment always in your eye.” Another
is very explicit:

Farewell, my children dear,

I am not dead, but sleeping here.
When Jesus Christ for us doth call
I hope in heaven to meet you all.

Some, again, are merely historical, as—
“ He read the Morning Herald daily.”
Or—
“ He was clerk of this church forty years, and if you want
to know any more you must wait till the Judgment Day.”

There is an old Latin sentence which, being trans-
lated, means—The dead only survive in the memory
of the living. That being so, it seems desirable that
we should make the survival worthy of the living
memory. If nothing but good should be uttered of
the dead, wo shall do well in leaving a large supply
of that.

I sometimes think it would be well if wo could
remain here for an indefinite period, but am reminded
that Socrates, Shakespeare and Darwin have left °s
—given up their earthly inheritance—and why should
I claim or desire exemption from the lot of all ?

Longfellow has left some lines of an inspiring ch»'
ractor to those who, by following the example of the
wise, may leave “ footprints on the sands of time

Footprints that perhaps another,
Sailing o’er life's solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.

Whatever may be, this world is, and he who sene®

He does well who does his best, and deserves
both here and hereafter. To the good and true
bid farewell, and, if for ever, still farewell.

C. C. CatTEU"

OBITU\RY. t

I regret to have to record the death of Mr. Abram Fitch® '
one of the oldest members of tho Leicester Secular Societf;
and a constant worker with us up to the time of bis Ikt
illness, only a few weeks beforo his death. Ilo died
August 14, and was buried in the Leicester Cemetery °D
18tb, in the presence of a large number of frionds.
service (purely Secular) was conducted by Mr. ThOS.
Mr. Fitchett was for many years a member of our Set ~
He was one of the original shareholders in the Lficf ~»
Secular Hall Company, and was a director of the comp80!~
the time of his death. He had reached the ripe »Re 0 ,jar
and died respected by all of us who knew him. Hi**a
figure will bE sadly rﬁfssed at all our meetings, The PT’;
dpi«« which he had cherished in life sustained him a®
drew near; he died a honest, straightforward Secularis >

no kind of misgiving.— Sydney A. Gimson.

The spring of 1586 was tardy in the Rhineland», an
cold was prolonged to June. This could only ho t'° pf.];
of witchcraft, and the Archbishop of Treves burnei » ~ Qb
a hundred and eighteen women and two men, 'r0lli g b»d
confessions had been extorted that their incanta >0.
prolonged the winter— Il. C. Lea, “ History of t t
lion," vol. iii., p. 549.
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B OOK CHAT.

Only a person of extensive knowledge could compress
within the compass of a lecture something like a full and
trustworthy guide to so complex a subject as the Religion of
India. And this Sir Alfred Lyall, by seizing the root ideas,
has done. His little book, Natural Religion in India, the
Rede Lecture for 1891, while showing what a comprehensive
faith Hinduism is, finds its sources in the same primitive
animistic beliefs which are traced by Dr. E. B. Tylor at the
root of other religions.

Long ago, the old Freethinker Hobbes, in his Leviathan,
quaintly observed : “ And in these Foure Things : Opinion of
Ghosts, Ignorance of Second Causes, Devotion toward what
men fear and Taking of Things casual for Prognostiques, con-
sisteth the Natural Seed of Religion, which by reason of the
different Fancies, Judgments, and Passions of severall men,
hath grown up into ceremonies so different that those which
are used by one man are for the most part ridiculous to
another.” These words seem to Sir A. Lyall to cover most
°f the ground out of which Polytheism in India has grown
P> and, what is more, can be still seen growing.

* * *

The most exalted devotional Pantheism and the most
debasing fetishism (both of which have long co-existed in
Hinduism) may be traced to the same roots. Fear of the
spirits of the dead is a chief factor. Madame de Stael said
she did not believe in ghosts, but she was afraid of them;
and this lingering fear is the faint shadow still left even on
cultured imaginations by the universal dream-founded belief
°f primitive folk that they were haunted by the spirits of the
dead. The notion of the survival, re-appearance, and trans-
mission of the soul or spirit, says Sir A. Lyall, “ runs like a
spinal cord through the whole connected series of the beliefs
|kat are comprised in Hinduism.” Its loftiest ceremonial
liturgy can, he thinks, be traced back “ to primitive obsequies,
1° methods for laying the ghost, for feeding, comforting, and
conciliating him.” Some evidence of this purpose may be
discerned in almost every stage of funeral services among the
Hindoos, from the offerings made to tho dead and the wailing
prayers of the rude tribes'up to the formal oblations pre-
scribed by the Brahmanic High Church. Even the right to
inherit property is by Hindu law co-extensive with the duty
°f making certain periodical offerings to the ancestral spirits.

* * *

It is because in India may be clearly traced the origin and
growth of those features which underlie all religions—Chris-
tianity no less than Brahmanism— that the study of its faiths
18 so important and the present unpretending little book so
valuable. It will be found an excellent introduction both to
lire fuller exposition of early boliofs in Dr. Tylor's Primitive
Culture as well as to a special knowledge of tho religions
°f India.

* * .

The first part of an important work on The Religious
System of China, its Ancient Forms, Evolution, History, and
Present Aspect, by Dr. J. J. M. de Groot, has been published
iu English at Leyden, with a subvention from the Dutch
Colonial Government. The first book deals with the Disposal
°f the Dead; Pc. 1, Funeral Rites ; Pt. 2, The ldea of Rosur-
reotion. Dr de Groot finds the prevalence of similar ideas at

the root of religion in China to those found by Sir A. Lyall
In India.

The energetic advertisement given to the Elements of
Social Science by the agents of tho Christian Evidence
ociety has contributed to keep that volume well before the
Public. That a new edition, the twenty-ninth, enlarged
t ruolove, 256 High Holborn), represents the issue of
seventy-seven” thousand copies, speaks doubtless for the
n crest and intrinsic importance of tho medical and social
u jec s salt with in the volume, as well as for its kind
ten s of the C.E.S., to some of whom this book and its
supposed complete endorsement by Secularists constitutes
tbeir principal stock in trade. This new edition has an
"°dn War be

Oppressed ?” ImP°ltant q“e8ti°n

The Secrets of the South (Australian Poems), by 8yd
Jephcott, is published in London by Reeves. 185 Fleet-stn
Mr. Jephcott, wo believe, enjoys a considerable reputatior
Australia, which will hardly be sustained by the pies
Volume in England. He is sometimes slipshod and ungn
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matical, and often affects very awkward inversion. Frequently
his style is harsh and inflated, as though he meant something
but had not disciplined himself to say it with accuracy and
perspicuity; and he is apt to mistake a succession of views
for a true picture. Nevertheless there are some good pieces
in the volume—notably “ England Imperatrix” and “ Sesame,”
and a straightforward, earnest poem on “ Matthew Arnold.”

A HOMELESS DEITY.

I always thought it wasn't fair,
When | the story read,

How God Almighty had not where
That he could lay his head.

When even foxes holes have got
And birds possess a nest,

The wretched God who made the lot
Could find no place of rest.

That he who made the feather’'d swan
And downy Eider duck

Had nothing soft to lie upon
Seems most atrocious luck.

Why even I, a worthless wight,
Who has to toil for bread,

When | my lodging seek at night
Have got a humble bed.

Poor God! the contrast gives me pain,
And tears my eyes bedew;

But if you come to earth again
I'll share my bed with you.

'Tis true the stuffing gets in lumps,
That put me much about—

To rise at night and give them thumps,
To beat them nicely out;

'Tis true my palliasse is old
And rises at the edge ;

'Tis true my feather pillow’s sold,
My bolster gone to pledge.

And though my garret needs repair,
Though chinks its roofing mark,

'Tis better than Trafalgar-square,
More sheltered than the park.

But if my couch prove too uncouth,
And still you're at a loss,

I'll take you round to Mr. Booth
And treat you to a doss.

And yet | hope you'll come and sleep
Whenever you descend;
And, by tho way, | always keep
A nightshirt for a friend.
E. H. B. Steichen80N.

HOW TO HELP US8.

(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the
window.

(2) Got your newsagent to tako a few oopios of the Freethinker
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the m.pies
that remain unsold.

(3) Tako an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheots, which
aro of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Forder
will Bond thorn on application.

(5) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train,
the car, or the omnibus.

(6) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
publio meetings, or among the audiences around street-
corner preachers.

Allie * ” Oh, Bobby, you mustn t take those tarts 1 Suppose
some one should find it out?” Bobby : " Pooh, Allie, how's
anybody going to find it out? God can't tell, and you
wouldn’t be so mean.”



558

SUNDAY MEETINGS.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.1
Secretaries may send in a month’s list of lectures in advance,
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): San-
day at 10, brake excursion to Rlddlesdown (tickets 2s. 6d.) Tues-
day at 8, social gatherings. Wednesday at 8, dramatic class.
Thursday at 8, W. Hicks, “ The Eight Hours Question” (free).

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman.road: 8,
H. Yining, “ The Sign of a Change.” Monday at 8.4i, C. Cohen’s
science class (physical geography). Saturday at 7.30, dancing.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, S.E.: 7.30, H. Snell, “ One
Hundred Years of Science and Invention.’

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 7.30, G. W. Foote, “ John
Morley: Statesman, Writer, and Freethinker.”

Opsn-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, C. Cohen, “ Missionaries ” ; evening
lectures discontinued.

Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11.15, C. J. Stein,
berg will lecture.

Camberwell—Station-road:
Materialism.”

Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, J. Rowney will lecture.

Columbia-road (near Columbia Market), Hackney.road:
R Rosetti, “ The Origin of Man.”

.Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, J. Cook will lecture.

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): E. Calvert, 11.30,
“ Miracles and Prophecy as Tests of Truth”; 3.30, “ Is the Old
Test iment a Divine Record ?"

Hammersmith (corner of The Grove): Thursday at 8, a lecture.

11.30, J. B. Coppock, “ Scientific

11.15,

Hammersmith-bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, J. Fagan,
* Miracles.”

Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, « Christ’s
Fast.”

Kilburn—Salisbury-road (near Queen’'s Park Station): 6.30,

C. J. Hunt, “ Salvation.”

Lambeth—New Cut (corner of Short-street):
Jones, “ Priests and Progress.”

Leyton (open space near Vicarage-road, High-road): 11.30, Mr.
St. John, ‘ Christianity and Freethought.”

Midland Arches (near Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, a lecture.

Mile End Waste: 11.30, F. Haslam, “ What did Jesus Teach ?”

Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, O. J. Hunt, “ True Salvation.”

Plaistow Green: 6.30, Stanley Jones will lecture.

Regent's Park (near Gloucester-gate): 3.30, F. Haslam, « Why |
am a Secularist.”

Victoria Park (near the fountain):
Cohen will lecture.

Walthamstow—Markhouse Common: 6.30, C. Cohen, “ Ethics
and Theology.” Thursday at 7.45, C. Cohen will lecture.

Wood Green—Jolly Butchers-hill: 11.30, S. H. Alinson, "Soul,
Spirit, Ghost.”

11.30, Stanley

11.15, a lecture; 3.15, C.

COUNTRY.

Aberdeen—Secular nail: 11, W, D. Kirkpatrick, “ If the
Foundation be Destroyed what shall the Righteous do ?’; 7, in
Oddfellows’ Hall, W. D. Kirkpatrick, « Ancient Babylon.”

Belfast—Crown Chambers Hall, Royal Avenue: W. Heaford,
1130, “ A Freethinker's View of Christ”; 3, “ The March of
Socialism " ; 7, “ A Better Creed than Christianity.”

Bristol—Shepherd’s Hall, Old Market-street: 6.30, business;
7, Mr. Kirwan, “ Lord Byron.”

Derby-20 Newland-street: 7, important business meeting.

Grimsby—Hall of Science, Freeman-street: Charles Watts, 11,
“ The Bible and Modern Thought” ; 3, “ Secularism : its Twofold
Advantages” ; 7, “ Christianity and Secularism: what the latter
has done for the World.”

Liverpool—Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street: 7, James Read,
“The 1I™vil and all his Works."

Neweastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 3, members’
monthly meeting.

Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.

Sheffield — Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: 7, "Shake-
speare and the Authorship of the Plays under his Name” (with
illustrative recitals).

South Shields—Free Library Hall, Ocean-road : Mrs. Annie
Rerant, 11, “ Theosophy and Ethics”; 3,“ The Life and Teach-
ings of Giordano Bruno”; 7,“ Hell: does anyone Believe in it ?”

OPFN-AIl PROPAGANDA,

Aberdeen — Castle-street: 2.15, W. 1). Kirkpatrick, "When
Heaven and F.arth shall Pars Away—W Imtf”

Bingfey—Main-street; 3, John Grange, "Ashamed to be a
Christian.”

Bradford—Upprr God win-street t 6 30, A. Il. Wakefield, “ Some
Historic Cliaiaetejs who wcie Not Christian».”

Leeds—Wood house Moor (near the b.ind-staml): 7, J. Greevz-
Fisher, “ Theosophy—a Reply to Mrs. liesant's Letds lecture.”

LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.
Tot.'zuu Parris, 28 ltivercourt-road, Hammersmith, London,
W._8ept. 4, Birmingham ; 11, Hall of (Science. Oct. 2, Leicester;
23, Hall of Science.

H. Bnki.l, A Monk.street, Woolwich.— \ug. 28, e., CambcrwelL
Sept. 4, m., Mil« End Waste; a., Victoria 1Vk; II, n., Bethnal
Green; a., Regent's Park; 18 m., Wood Green; 25, in. and c.,
Camberwell.

C. J. Hunt, 48 Fordingley-mad, St. Peter's Park, London, W.—
Aug. 28, m., Old Pimlico Pier; c., Kilbum.

Arthur Y, Mom, 44 Ontdon-road, Kotherhithe, London, S.E.
—Sept. 4, Camberwell; 11, Clerkenwelt; 18, Weatmii ster; 25,
Manchester, Oct. 2, Camberwell; 9, Westminster.
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C. Conen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—Aug.
28 m., Battersea; a., Victoria Park; e., Walthamstow.

106 Oxford-road, All Saints’ Manchester.—

Sam Standking,
Sept. 4, Barnsley; 11, Grimsbyj 18]

Aug. 28, Manchester.
Leicester; 25, Rochdale.

C. J. Steinberg, 103 Mile End-road, E.—Aug. 28, m., Bethnal
Green.

S. H. Aiison, 52 Chant-street, Stratford, E. — Aug. 28, me

Wood Green. Sept. 4, m.,, Columbia-road ; 11, m., Lambeth; e>
| Swaby's; 18, m, Battersea; a., Finsbury Park; 25, m., Bethnal
1 Green. October, all mornings booked.

I T. Tiiurtow, 34 Wetherell-road, South Hackney.—Sept. 11, m]
| Kingsland Green.

James Hooper, 11 Upper Eldon-street, Sneinton, Nottingham.—
Aug. 28, Barnsley. Sept. 4, Nottingham.

Stancel Jones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.—Aug. 28,
m., Lambeth. Aug. 29 to Sept. 5, North Eastern Secular Federa-
tion; Sept. 11, Edinburgh; 18, Aberdeen; 25, Glasgow. Oct.
1, Bradford ; 2,Grimsby; 9, Hull; 16, Sheffield; 18, Cheltenham!
23, Bristol; 30, Cardiff. Nov. 3, Swansea; 6, Liverpool; 13
Manchester; 14, Pendlebury.

POSITIVISM.

“ Reorganisation, without God or King, by the Systematic
Worship of Humanity.” Newcsstle-on-Tyne, church of Humanity«
St. Mary’'s-place. Service and addresses on Positivism every
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.

AUTUMN & WINTER PATTERNS
NOW READY in

OVERCOATINGS,
SUITINGS,

TROUSERINGS,

AND ALL KINDS OP

DRESS MATERIALS

Patterns on'Approval, Post Free.

Special purchase of 60 doz. Lady’s Striped Ready-wat™
UNDER-SKIRTS to cloar-tliree for 5s. 9d. Send for *
parcel early, and if you don’t liko the goods | will return ti*e

money in full.

J. W. GOTT, 36 VILLIERS ST., BRADFORD
CENTENARY EDITION

THE RIGHTS OF MAN

By THOMAS PAINE.
With aPolitical Biography by J. M. WukklIkb.

Paper covers, Is, Bound in cloth,

THE AGE OF REASON.

By THOMAS PAINE.
New Edition. With Preface by G. W. Foote-
Complete—OXE SItJLLINO. N

ROME mATHEISM

The Great Alternative

By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Threepence. Prico Thrcepencn™”®

SALVATION SYRUP

Or LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAN

A Reply to GENERAL BOOTH

Price Twopence. Price Twopi3*
For Distribution—One Dosen, U, Cd., potlay* Sd.
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INGERSOLL, ROBERT G.

Some Mistakes of Moses. The only complete edition

in England. Accurate as Colenso, and fascinating
as a novel. 132pp. - ... 10
Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 1 0

Defence of Freethought. A five hours’ speech at the
Trial of 0. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy ... .. 0 6
Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M.Wheeler 0 4
Rome or Reason? A Reply to Cardinal Manning 0 4
Crimes against Criminals — 03
Oration on Walt Whitman . — 03
Humanity's Debt to Thomas Paine — 0 2
True Religion ... . 02
The Three Philanthropist - 02
Love the Redeemer 0 2
Why am | an Agnostic? Partsl.and Il.,each .. 0 2
God and the State - 0 2

Price 2d.]
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Faith and Fact. Reply to’Rev. Dr. Field

God and Man. Second Reply to Dr. Field

The Dying Creed...

Creeds and Spirituality

The Limits of Toleration. A Discussion with the
Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford

Art and Morality '

Do | Blaspheme?

The Clergy and Common Sense

Social Salvation...

Marriage and Divorce.

The Great Mistake

Live Topics

Myth and Miracle

Real Blasphemy...

Repairing the ldols

Christ and Miracles

The Household of Faith ...

[cNoNeola)
=~ NNN

An Agnostic’s Viow

—_— e, L, ,ENNNNNON

[cNeoleoNeoNoNoNolololololo Nl

Price 2d.

Defended Against Archdeacon Farrar

By G. W.

Price 4d.

N\

With an Introduction by G. W. FOOTE.

MY RESURRECTION

FOOTE:

A REFUTATION OF DEISM

PERCY B. SHELLEY

Price 4d.

pw2

A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of Matthew

DISCOVERED AND

PUBLISHED BY

~ G. W. FOOTE.

LIST OF BOOKS

soLbD BY

W. H. REYNOLDS. PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON,

SE.

And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike of a Scxt or, Woman on Striko against the Malo
Sex for her « Magmi Charter,” the absolute ownership ot lier
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published,;
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of
the sexes. Hhould be read by every person. Post free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Bosant.
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Young; or, Scionco in Story.
By Dr. Foote. 250pp., with one hundred illustrations, bound
|2r; cé%th. Shou d ba read by every young person. Post tree

The Eloments of Social Science. The most comploto work
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every

-, adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Soience ; or Doming Bettor
Babes Ibrou h Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con-
cept.ion. By Dr. Foote. Postfree Is. Id.

Over-Population: a Lecture dolivorod for tho Sunday Locturo
Bociety, under the title “ The Law of Populationt its Mean*
ing and Menace.”» By John M. Robertson. Tost free 2*d.

p*ain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D .(u.b.a.) em-

bracing medical common sense. 909pp., w ith 200 illustrations.
Oo*TIMta. Th, Cause. Prevention end Cure of Dlieiie-The Food wo
Ket—Tho Moulde wo Drink—Tlio Atmoiphoro wo Live in—The Clothe« we
Wear—Had Hal,it, of Children and Youth—Bad Hahit« of Maahood and

o* Womanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to have Healthy Kabiea—Private
Word» to Men—History of Marriage, etc.

Pile book id carefully and thoughtfully written in plain
language, easily understood, and with the object of making
its readers better parents and better citizens through the
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to othors.
No parent should bo without this book. Useful for every,
day reference. Post free GCs.

Foote’s Handbook of Health, comprising information of

the utmost imdportance to all who wi>li to enjoy life. 128pp.,

post free Is. Id.

The Wife’'s Handbook : Ilow a Woman should order herself
during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery ;
with Ilints on the Management of the Baby, and on other
matters of importance necessary to be known by Married
Women. By Dr. Il. A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. Tho only solution of
tu* Social Problem. By Oxonieasis. Post free 2Jd.

Dr.

Tho Over-Growth of Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths oil Tuesday,
January 15, 1889, by William Lint Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc.
Post free 2d.

Tho Political Status of Women- By A. Bcsant. Post free 3d.

The Life and Writings of T. R. Malthus, by C. U. Drys-
dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Maltlius. Should be
read by every student of social problems. Post free 1*. Id.

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post froo 2d.
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distribute |
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

=Married Life—Comfort or Misory ? A dialoguo and splendid
{)rop_agandlst tract. Should bé widely distributed by Mal-
husian«. Post free 2d.

Wedded Life—As itis, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdcn.
Post free 2d.

eEarly Marriages and Limited Families.
Vickery. Post free 2d.

eWhat do we Women Want?
Post free 2d.

«The Malthusian Movement—What is itP By Geo. Stand-
ring. Post free 2d.

<Mr. Justice Windeyer on tho Population Question.
free 2d.

The Right to Dio. By T. O. Bonser, M.A.

Labor's Prayer. By O. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post free lid.

The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post freo, 2d.

Col. Ingersoll’'s Reply to tho Right Hon. W. E. Gladstono’'a
Defence of the Christian Religion. Should be read by every
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. = A thorough exposition of Sciontifio
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty. Tho
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free 1Jd.
Malthusian Leaflets—A nackot will bo sent, on roceipt of

nostage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them,
A complete List of Malthusian Appliance«, with prices, sent on
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.

jtm" To those willing to assist our propaganda | shall be pleased to

ierid eighty copies of either Oj the panwhlets marked (=), tr assorted,
post free on receipt ofts.

By Dr. Alice

By Jano Hume Clapporton.

Post
Post free 2d.
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Peice T wopence.

The Advertise has for Sale the following

HIGH CLASS, WATCHES

s Genevas 203,

Gent's Engllsh Levers by flrst class London and
Liverpool makers—40s , 55, 60s-, 70s.. 80s.

The whole of these are considerably below the usual
price, being first class goo'ls.  Also some

ood Second-handy Watches from 10s. upwards,]

ie¢ and g nts. On receipt of cash | will forward
one with warranty, and will'exchange if not appro

of.—John Meredith, 35 rforace-st, HalliweH, Bolton

ESTABLISHED 1840.

A. CAMPBELL & CO,,

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS,
77 JAMAICA STREET,
GLASGOW.

Importers of every Description of Mnsical Instru-
ments. Fittings, Strings, et’; All Kinds of Musical
Instruments Tuned and Eepaired. Pianos. Har-
moniums. American Organ*. Orguine'tes. Flute and
Brass Bands Supplied wi'h Full Se*s of Instruments
Music for Orguinette, Id. per Foot. Hundreds of
Tunes to Select from. Agents for Messrs Kolhler and
Son, Edinburgh James P Browne. Proprietor.

OUR SPECIALITIES.
THOUSANDS OF TESTIMONIALS.
Gents' lrish Cambric Handkerchiefs, 3s. Gd.
per dozen; Ladies, 2s. 6d.; Hemstitched
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money
returned if not approved. Table and Bed

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
n BLANSHARD &TREET. MaNCHESTER: -1
Every Freethinker should read

The Freethinker.

AN ESSAY ON THE

By COL R G INGERSOLL
EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal
Orderfor Is. 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy ;

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread

Maklng Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink

Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing;

bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of

| Eelags add%?#%fgsm ﬁ%}%jﬁsness; Coﬁaﬁ%ﬁd gdﬁg

ChePt Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long

Worms. Tape Worms; The Itch; etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. Of the Author,
for Postal Order for Is 2d.

Containing Articles on; The Healing Power of
Nature; Cothing; Electrlmty in Disease; Apparent
Health; Vegetarlan Experimeénts ; ThePlgas uenan
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea

Defuelon ailb .?:illm rsntgr] atl%ngr?IDerkmg
mh.H Won? of Vno~v otn’
HRAke oot SR AR S0 e T

Proptr Treatment of Slmple Fever. Measles, Scarlet!
Fever, Whooping Cough, Kingworm, Hypochondria,
Blgodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.lll. Postfretfrom
Author,for Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.

It contains articles on; Health and Wealth; No
More Death ; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, aLd
How to Get It; The Mana ement of Young Children ;
Hunger and Appetlte ects of Failing; Perfect
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers Unsuspected Domest ic
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Battling;,.etc

W, h A |~
Wholemeal Broad, to. Breath. Properly, to ‘Grow

Rnp%‘oée%e’l\)fen%oa/ ado&to biecome Beautiful and j

Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following!

e Poopie’s LLSOFy 87 HIB i giish | Qiridsed SEABeramiovbig Chbipes Sksaisser

Aristocracy.
174Pages. By Geo mandrinc. Price Is.

Voltaire’s Important Examination of

the Holy Scriptures.
[First published in 173c.] 429 p., in stout wrapper j
price

Debate on Legal Eight Hours Question =
G. W. Foote and G. Bernard Shaw. I
This Is aclear and able statement of the argument*
on both sides of the question. The report is ver-
batim. and carefully corrected. In neat wrapper,
price fid.
London : R Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E C.
List of new and second-hand books sent post free on
application to G. 8tandring. 7 A9 Finsbury-st., E.O.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST

Should bs in the hands of every Married Chargos

Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, Winter Cough, Chil-
blams, and on the Diseases Produced by taking
Mercury.
“ Hygienic Medicine. '—For postal Order for Is. Id,
An Eye opener to Drug Takers.
=Rheumatismlts Cauie and Cure.
for 7d.
“ Diet and Dlgestlon ”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
MConsumption ” —Its Natural Curo Post Free 7d,
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Men.” —13 stamps.
All the abov =can bo got from
Dr. T. R. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish P lace,
Manchester Square, London, W.
Please mention this paper.]

i'ost Free

QTANTON. the People s Dentist, 333 Strand (opno-
® site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE,
25 fld each, upper or lower set, £1.

Best quality. 4s.
n, upper or lower, £2, completed In four hours

whan required, repairing or alterations in two hours.

f you pay more than ihe above they are fancy
Teeth on platD.um 7s. fid. each on )8o.

goid 15s, stoooing 2s. fid., extraction Is., painless bj
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate as, 5l

the number of their family according t(
their means, as it contains full particular»
of all Preventive Requisites recommended
by Dr. H. A. Aiabutt and others; and
valuable information on matters of import-
ance necessary to be known by Married
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt
of stamp,to any partof theUnited Kingdom,
and to foreign parts on receipt of lettei
postage.

Address—E. LAMBERT &SON.M.M.L.,
(DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEPT.)
60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

ri\L _ TKMPKBaSCE

A GENTLEMAN
Who is frequently in London

Requires a Comfortable BED-ROOM,

By the night or permanently, at a
cheap rato.

No attendance reqnlrod.
Central or West Central preferred—not suburbs.

EX-Cotonial, Freethinker Office.

NEW AND
SECOND-HAND BOOKS FOR SALE

FOIl IMMEDIATE CASH.
Several Works in Scionge, Philosophy,and gene

HOTEL (establlshed 1880) 87 Middle-street, and 'therature to be disposed of at Low Prices
2 3and 4 Nt George's.passage* (opposhe St. George's i°r List

Chsrch). Deal. Five minutes froin Bailway Btation
Good accommodation for cyclists.

¥_Women should be Secularists.
A LECTURE by Louisa Samson,

wh» desires the moral advancement of h*r sex
should read it. Price 2Jd., post free, of the Author
22 Paget-road, Stoke Newmgton London, N. Parcels

Every woman KDillJNI) POWNCKBY, ui KentishTown.r , tl.

I shall be pleased to undertake to supply anybooks i

[esneclally in all depart mniits of Scionce] at moderato
prices.

Intendinepurchasrrs ahonld stato_roquiremrnts.
N W.

W. J. Rendells

August 28, 1892.

Now Beady.

and Writings of Thomas Paine

P eice T wopence.

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.

Bible Morality : Its Teachings Shown to be
Contradictory and Defective as an
Ethical Code.

A mas, of most damiging facts, compiled in a
graphic and intereatiig style. Admlrably suited for
wido cfrculation. Just out. Third and revised
enition, price 3d.

Secularism : Destructive and Constructive
24 pp., 3d.

The Teachings of Secularism Compared
with Orthodox Christianity. 96pp., Is*

Secularism: IS it Founded on R eason, and
is it Sufficient to Meet the Needs of
Mankind ?

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax “ Evenini

Mail ” and Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters W
Jacob Hoij ooke and Colonel Ingorsoll and an

R Sk e PR R s one

APk aforLiberty and Justice. 24pp. |3u
EVOLUTION AND SPECIAL CREATION. 24pp., 3
Glory of Unbelief, New Edltlon*

Revised and Enlarged. 24 pp., 3d.

Theological Presumption; An Open Letter
to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax
N. 8.

In this letter the following subjects are dealt wid*
—1. Why do the Clergy Avoid Debate? 2. TheP°8*
tion of Agnosticism Towards Cfciistianity. 3. Fre®
thought and Mon of Science. 4. The Differenad

2¢C> <and inion« *. Chri.tand Uorol.m.
. n.ri.tiariM oend S1avave s » Vi
« .
CHRISTIANITY ; its Origin, Nature, an»
Influence. 32 pp., 4d.
Science and the Bible: Wherein they
Differ. 32 pp., 4d.

Nature and the Supernatural; OF, Belie*

and Knowledge. 24 pp., 3d.
Aonosticism and Christian Theism : Wbi®”
is the More Iteasoimble ? 24 pp., 3d.
Christianity: Defective and U nnecessary
By Kate .Eunice Watts. 24 pp., 3d.
Contkst*—|. Why U Christianity Believed?
“ OnriFather which art in Heaven.” 3. The Fal>®1
the Atonement. 4. The Baete and Incentive
i.rthodox Chrintlantty. 6, Chrintianity Not a Nece*"
=lty to Mankind.
A Reply to Father Lambert's ‘«Tactics O

InttdeK” Gd.
Atheism and the Horrors of the Fbe>cl
llovoluiion. 24 pp, 3d.
London :

Watt« and Co., 17 Johnnon'e-coiirt, Fleet-street,
E. Forder, 25 Btonecntter.etreet, E.O.

Dutch and other Flowering Bulbs

Very Low Price«. Before purehaelng

coming season send forac py of m?/ o*wloK' g
which will bo font post fr «< B. oleman, Hac
and Bulb Merchant, Handwlch.

RUBBER STAMPS.

Your Monogram to mark ~ ne“ree
Paper; two lottors s ;
letters, Is. Cd ; sny Namo. %
Box rad and Ink Inolud«d . fle
kinds of Stamps. Patrern*
Carriage 2d. extra. F

and CO., 02 Gracecburoh Dtr®
London. Agents wuntod.
THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., Post free.

For further Particulars «ODd stamped dlr«c

"envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street
IBIINGTON. LONDON. N.
10 KfcY tILUli FIELD ClLAws. I,,htu ill""-

for distribution, Is fid per doz. - ¥ . = otiOS 12s, 14s.. to 30 Toloeco es.
If A HOVE'FBOM HOME’ IfoFFreethinker) - ~ YYIPE'S FRIEND 50c. opproval 6 recéiptof ¢ oI OF S
pool, B.eommend.d by Mr, Be,nt in =Law , Ponou. Unsul ler, 8 |a|
—L"" nYirTen"* * Hon/', P*("’ 1"»* WIfiV.Knd AS ESC ., Beil., CI. Icr ‘elc.-
and so Header«, njea«o <ho-L 17 ¥ Vonr Ifienac. Hoo{< 5 e 61. Mad. «olely by J. PctlekI s SRS 19/ 55 Warited, ‘1'cd to the Awe e, rt i1’
filo , EK ETIlsl IﬁHH Lag d Uemlemen, welljtrletcler}kenwell 2«. do»'., noat frooVraduotTon wonmorger « jobhliw ho letter.
Faguir Dp&risr Cut Srmé § ot hidderafc in largsr-quan —particulars send stamped T Larki Brad nary.street, klngafan«l 0 =
prices. Vlnt*]» » 8tyle and Fit Guaranteed.- envelope. HigginsonV Syringe, with Vertical and tj KASIDK =\WgH f#,r,ﬁmﬁf@l nte .
rrent, 3s, Cd.. 4s. 6d. and 6s. fid. S ' r@idress Nirs” K.t 3 Somerset-vUlas. SOP»-—--

Three doors from Begsnt Strsef.
leading Freethinkers.]
ri'o MABBIKI;
List of Malthusian AppMancrs will be foi warded
by return of post on receipt of 2d in s'amps.—
a drftM nsviM.nhemiat. loi Park-iane Leeds.
OUtirt. AUMW ru Bh PUNISHED FOR
HAVING TOO MANY COILDBENt Four-
pe no*» free Q W F Kinrflvhrr ieeds

| Every Freethinker should read
The Blble and Evolutlon

By Aitiiu b. Alo

Cu
LPalron‘i«d h} Palfrev s Powder, Is. 2d  Quinine Compound. Is.
Dr. Allbutt's Qumme Powders, 8s. doz.

PKOPLE.—An enlarged lIllustrated post free.

15 Chadwell

1)..
b
All prices
\A/ 1 RpnHpll

u
Street, Clerkenwell,
Near the <*Angel.”

EC

TITOME HULK AND FEDERATION, advocalinf
11 Fedarailon aa the Rem.«y fJr International |
Anarchy, and f r War. and Hajo Ar-namtnt«
.prle 2d. by poat 'll.
I'Hlyh Holborn,

54/p..

London: E. Trueloy». 266

Is the Bible Inspired?

A Criticism nf* Lux Mu»di

By G. W. FOOTE.

Beprinted, with largo addition*,
“ Freethinker."

16pp, small clear typee

tw
Jo

ji.
Price Id.

Frinted and Published by G. W. Fo0*®
26 Stonecutter-atreri, London, 1 .u-



