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SHELLEY’S ATHEISM.

[ concluded.]
Shelley's essay “  Ou a Fature State”  follows the 
8atne lin0 of reasoning as his essay “  On Life.” He 
considers it highly probable that thought is “  no more 

the relation between certain parts of that 
infinitely varied mass, of which the rest of the uni
verse is composed, and which ceases to exist as soon 
68 those parts change their positions with regard to 
f a°h other.” His conclusion is that “  the desire to 

0 for ever as we are ; the reluctance to a violent and 
Un®xperienced change,”  which is common to man and 

oer living beings, is the “  secret persuasion which 
08 given birth to tho opinions of a future state.”  

wo turn to Shelley’s published letters we shall 
n abundant expressions o f hostility to and con- 
Q©pt for religion. Those letters may deserve the 

Prajse of Matthew Arnold or tho censure of Mr. 
as  ̂ urne i bat, in either case, they may bo taken 
frie j Qesk documents, written to all sorts of private 
lett aQ  ̂ n°v0r intended for publication. Byron’s 
for °rl Wor° passed about freely, and largely written 
Co_i. . °*'J Shelley’s were written under ordinary 

. °ns» Rnd ho unbosomed himself with freedom
^ sin cer ity .
ton /?01 ° n° b' s early lowers wo find that ho con- 
^^iP,ated a translation of tho System of Nature, 
He C- 18 fre<dueutly quoted in tho notes to Queen Mah. 
tho C0llP*G.8 Jehovah and Mammon together as fit for 
8Uvr r?bip ° f  “  those who delight in wickedness and 
Q0q In a letter to Henry Revoloy ho pictures 
80oinas "dighted with his creation of tho oarth, and 
takii/’ sP3n round the sun; and imagines him 
With tb°Û  “  Patents to supply all tho suns in space 
infor i 8a®o manufacture.”  When tho poet was 
Arch!?6  ̂ Ollior that a cortain gentleman (it was 
Boul 0acon Hare) hoped ho would humblo his 
repli ^ d ^ “  receive tho spirit into him,”  Shelloy 
from U 1 *' il  y°n know him personally, pray ask him 
m0. 030 what ho means by receiving the spirit into 
at it ” n tf t  really it is any good) how one is to got 
atQ ’ j , 0 goes on to say: “ I was immeasurably 
*n wh' i b̂o quotation from Schlegel about tho way 
I)qv:i the popular faith is destroyed— first the 
had w ' °n ^°iy Ghost, then God tho Fathor. I 
thin« 11 Hucianic essay to provo tho same
John " n- i vory y°ar ° f  bis death, writing to 
God a aSb0rQ0' bo girds at the popular faith in 
rent* reference to ono of its most abhor-
years’ HlCn-ri“ e3 ,bo exclaims— “  As if, after sixty 
sixty m ir MDR hero! wo woro to bo roasted alivo for 
bv a r /  *0Ij ln0|’0 in hell, or charitably annihilated 
into yr,LCe of fbo bungler who brought na
from si.StnUC? at <3r3t‘”— ^ dozen other quotations 
much “,01l°y s letters might bo given, all to pretty 
suffice. Q0 8amo ofrect> but tbo foregoing must

Wo. 678.]

A thorough analysis of Shelley’s poetry, showing 
the essential Atheism which runs through it from 
beginning to end, would require more space than we 
have at our command. We shall therefore simply 
point out, by means of instances, how indignantly or 
contemptuously he always refers to religion as the 
great despot and impostor of mankind.

The Revolt of Islam stigmatises “  Faith”  as “ an 
obscene worm.”  The sonnet on the Fall of Bonaparte 
concludes with a reference to “  Bloody Faith, the 
fondest birth of time.”  Shelley frequently conceives 
Faith as serpentine and disgusting. In Rosalind 
and Helen he writes—

Grey Power was seated 
Safely on her ancestral throne ;
And Faith, the Python, undefeated,
Even to its blood-stained steps dragged on 
Her foul and wounded train.

In the great and splendid Ode to Liberty the image 
undergoes a Miltonic sublimation.

Like one fierce cloud over a waste of waves 
Hung tyranny; beneath, sat deified 

The sister-pest, congregator of slaves.

Invariably does tho poet class religion and oppression 
together— “  Roligion veils her eyes: Oppression 
shrinks aghast.” — “ Destruction’s sceptred slaves, and 
Folly’s mitred brood.” — “ And laughter fills the 
Fane, and curses shake the Throne.”

Mr. Herbert Spencer writes with learning and 
eloquence about tho Powor of tho Univorso and tho 
Unknowable. Shelley pricked this bubble of specu
lation in tho following passage :

What is that Poiver ? Soma moonstruck sophist stood 
Watching the shade from his own soul upthrown 
Fill Heaven and darken Earth, and in such mood 
The Form he saw and worshipped was his own,
His likeness in the world’s vast mirror shown.

In ono vorso of tho Ode to Liberty tho poet 
oxclaims :

0  that tho free would stamp the impious name 
Of . . . into tho dust or write it there.

What is thd omitted word ? Mr. Swinburno says the 
only possible word is— God. Wo agree with him.
Anything else would bo a ridiculous auti-climax, and 
quite inconsistent with the powerful description of—

this foul gordian word,
Which, weak itself as stubble, yet can bind 

Into a mass, irrofragably firm,
The axes and the rods that awe mankind.

“  Pope ”  and “  Christ” aro alike impossible. With 
respect to “  mankind ”  they are but local designa
tions. The word must bo universal. It is God.

Tho glorious speech of tho Spirit of the Hour, 
which terminates the third Act of Prometheus Un
bound— that suporb drama of emancipate Humanity 
— lumps together “ Thrones, altars, judgment seats, 
and prisons,”  as parts of one gigantic system of 
spiritual and temporal misrulo. Man, when redeemed 
from falsehood and evil, rejects his books “  of reasoned 
w-ong, glozed on by ignorance ” ; and the veil is torn

J
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aside from all he “  believed and hoped.”  And what 
is the result ? Let the Spirit of the Hour answer.

The loathsome mash has fallen, the man remains 
Sceptreless, free, uncircamscribed, but man 
Equal, unclassed, tribelegs, and nationless,
Exempt from awe, worship, degree, the king 
Over himself; just, gentle, wise ; but man 
Passionless ? no, yet free from guilt or pain,
Which were, for his will made or suffered them ;
Nor yet exempt, though ruling them like slaves,
From chance, and death, and mutability,
The clogs of that which else might oversoar 
The loftiest star of unascended heaven,
Pinnacled dim in the intense inane.

What a triumphant flight! The potjt springs from 
earth and is speedily away beyond sight—almost 
beyond conception—like an elemental thing. But 
his starting-point is definite enough. Man is exempt 
from awe and worship; from spiritual as well as 
political and social slavery; king over himself, ruling 
the anarchy of his own passions. And the same idea 
is sung by Demogorgon at the close of the fifth Act. 
The “  Earth-born’s spell yawns for heaven’s des
potism,”  and “  Conquest is dragged captive through 
the deep.”

Love, from its awful throno of patient power 
In the wise heart, from the last giddy hour 

Of dread endurance, from the slippery steep,
And narrow verge of crag-like agony, springs 
And folds over the world its healing wings.
Gentleness, Virtue, Wisdom, and Endurance,
These are the seals of that most firm assurance 

Which bars the pit over Destruction's strength ;
And if, with infirm hand, Eternity,
Mother of many acts and hours, should free

The serpent that would clasp her with his length, 
These are the spells by which to re-assume 
An empire o’er the disentangled doom.
To suffer woes which Hope thinks infinite;
To forgive wrongs darker than death or n ight;

To defy Power, which seems omnipotent;
To love, and bear; to hope till Hope creates 
From its own wreck the thing it contemplates ;

Neither to change, nor falter, nor repent;
This, liko thy glory, Titan ! is to bo 
Good, great and joyous, beautiful and free ;
This is alono Life, Joy, Empiro, and Victory I

This is tho Atheism of Sholloy. Man is to conquer, 
by love and hope and thought and enduranco, his 
birthright of happiness and dignity. Humanity is to 
tako the placo of God.

It has been argued that if Sholloy had lived ho 
would have repented tho “  indiscretions of his youth,” 
and gravitated towards a moro “  rospcctablo ”  philo
sophy. Well, it is easy to prophesy ; and just as easy, 
and no less effectual, to meet tho prophot with a flat 
contradiction. “  Might havo boon ”  is no bettor than 
“  might not havo been.”  Was it not declared that 
Charles Bradlaugh would havo become a Christian if 
ho had lived long enough ? Was not tho same 
asserted of John Stuart Mill ? Ono was nearly 
sixty, tho other nearly seventy; and wo havo to 
wonder what is tho real ago of intellectual maturity. 
Only a few weeks beforo his death, Shelley wrote of 
Christianity that “  no man of sonso could think it 
true.”  That was his deliborato and final judgment. 
Had ho lived long enough to lose his sense ; had ho 
fallen a victim to some nervous malady, or softening 
of tho brain; had he lingered on to a moro 
than ripe (a rotten) old age, in which senility 
may UDsay the virile words of manhood; it is 
conceivable that Shelley might havo become a 
dovotee of the faith he bad despised. But none 
of these things did happen. What Shelley was 
is the only object of sane discussion. And what 
ho^was wo know— an Atheist, a lover of Humanity.

G. W . FOOTB.

P A G A N  B A P T I S M .

T h at  the sacred ordinance of holy Baptism existed 
antecedent to Christianity there is abundant evidence. 
It is, indeed, virtually admitted in the New Testa
ment. Before the preaching of Christ, John the 
Dipper used the rite, and the Pharisees asked him, 
“  Why baptisest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, 
nor Elias, neither that prophet ?” a question which 
shows their acquaintance with baptism. It was, 
indeed, the Jewish custom to baptise all proselytes. 
They had to go through three ceremonies—circum
cision, baptism, and offering a sacrifice.* To plunge 
into the bath of purification was long known among 
the Jews as a symbol of the change of life, and we 
see as far back as the time of Elisha and Naaman that 
the Jordan was regarded as a sacred healing river 
(2 Kings v. 10).

The river Ganges is still revered by the Hindus as 
a sacred stream, bathing in which purifies from sin. 
Numerous temples with flights of steps leading to the 
holy water line its banks, and priests known as 
“  Sons of the Ganges” see that the ablutions are 
duly performed. A traffic, too, is carried on in trans
porting the sacred water to all parts of the country. 
Every orthodox Hindu, says Sir Monier Williams 
(Hinduism, p. 157), is perfectly persuaded that the 
dirtiest water, if taken from the sacred stream and 
applied to his body, either externally or internally» 
will purify his soul.” Yet Sir M. Williams well 
knows, though he does not mention, this superstition 
was protested against ages ago in the divine counsels 
of Vishnu Sarman. The passage is rendered in Sir 
Edwin Arnold’s translation of the Hilopadesa (p. 138), 
and is as applicable to Christians as to Hindus.
Away with those who preach to us the washing off of sin—* 
Thine own self is tho stream for thee to make ablutions in.
In self-restraint it rises pure— flows clear in tide of truth,
By widening bank of wisdom, in waves of peaco and ruth. 
Bathe there thou son of Pandu I with reverence and rite,
For never yet was water wet could wash the spirit white.

Wo have seen baptism was a rite of purification 
tho Eleusinian mysteries.) A sect of worshippers, 
of Cottyo, under tho patronage of Alciabades, were 
known as Baptao. Sophocles made Ajax say :

I will retire
Along the shore and seek the running stream,
Avert the wrath of angry Heaven, and wash 
My crimes away.)

A common practice of baptism was ridiculed by Die- 
genes, who remarked that errors in conduct could b® 
no moro washod nway by purification than blundor® 
in grammar.*! »So Ovid says :

Ah, easy fools, to think that a wholo flood 
Of water e’er can purge tho stain of blood 11|

Baptism appoars to havo arison from washing !̂ 10 
child at birth, and tho notion of ro-birth from th° 
coming of tho child from waters. In Fanti, in Afrj®9’ 
tho father, on tho eighth day aftor birth, after thanl;'11'1 
tho gods for tho birth of his child, squirts nrdcB 
spirits upon him, and pronounces his name, pray1®» 
for his future welfare, and “  that ho may live „L 
old and bccomo a stay and support to his family- J 
Mungo Park tolls of Bushmen baptising a child hf 
spitting in its face. Mr. D. G. Brinton, in his Nil}1 
o f tho New World (p. 128), says tho rito of bapt'9^
“  was of immemorial antiquity among tho Cherokee-^ 
Aztecs, Mayas, and Peruvians,”  and this rito 'va 
“ connected with tho imposing of a name, doe 
avowedly for tho purpose of freeing from inherent s' ’

* On Jewish baptism see Traneaclione of the Royal B  
Society, vol. x,, p. 248.

t V'rccthvnkir, July 3.
t  Aja.c. Act iii. 1. 590. Francklin’s transl. > nsi,j

§Diojenis Laertius in Vit, c. vi., p. ‘¿32. 0 . D. Yonge s 
Bohn, 1853.

|| Fasti ii. 45. r.
•J See Arnherley’s Analysis of Itslijiout Belief, vol. l., P- J ’
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believed to produce a spiritual regeneration; nay, in 
rnoro than one instance called by an indigenous word 
signifying ‘ to be born again/ ”  Prescott, in bis 
Conquest o f Mexico, chap. 3, says of the Mexican rite : 
"  The lips and bosom of the infant were sprinkled 
vrith water, and the Lord was implored to permit the 
holy drops to wash away the sin that was given to it 
before the foundation of the world ; so that the child 
inight be born anew.”  Among the Romans, the 
eighth day after birth for girls and the ninth for boys 
was a dies lustricus, a holy day of lustration, on which 
Dames were given.
. Among the Scandinavians the Pagan and Christian 

f ite existed for a time side by side. The Pagan rite 
Was called “  ansa vatri,” while the name for Christian 
baptism was “  skero.” The Pagan rite was far older 
than the introduction of Christianity, and was con
nected with the savage custom of exposing infants 
Who were not to be reared. I f the father acknow- 
ledged the child and decided to rear it, then water 
Was poured over it and the father gave it a name. 
After this baptism he was responsible for its life.

Konrad Maurer, in a monograph on the subject of 
baptism among the heathen Germans,* shows that 
~ e ancient Teutons held similar ideas, and that the 
Pagan customs and ceremonies were simply adopted 
by the Christian Church.

A form of baptismal purification prescribed in the 
^end Avesta was used by the ancient followers of 
^oroaster, as by the modern Parsees. In the descrip- 
ion of initiation into the Mithraic mysteries given by 

Mr-C .S . Wake, he says:
‘ the neophyte had undergone his preparatory train-

he appeared at the door of the sanctuary with his adopted 
“ er, who asked that admittance might be granted to him. 

to th ° ° r bav' ng been opened, the neophyte was introduced 
l ae officiating priest, who offered to him a crown which 

Was. Suspended from the point of a sword. This he refused, 
faying, ‘ Jlithra is my crown,’ and the initiant was thereupon 

vested with spiritual armor by the water of baptism,
Dch in the Avesta is called the ‘ victorious ’ and ‘ the giver 

of victory.’ ” +

v he most terrific and disgusting of tbo ancient 
ptisms was the regenerating sacrament of tho Tauri- 

lo° .Utn» or baptism of blood, of which Prudentius has 
rat l rn' nut'° description. Tho person to bo rcgene- 
Th , • escended naked into a pit (or cruciform grave). 

e pit was covered with planks pierced full of holes.
sla i ’ emblem of vigor, docked with garlands, was 
hi n ,̂ er0(i abovo, and tho initiate received the hot 
Th foa m in g  through this strange showor bath.

o Lmporors .Julian and Heliogabalus submitted to 
rites^00658' ^  templ0 ° f  Magna Mater, where these 
VJ? Tauribolum were celebrated, stood on the
îcrec]1 n,‘ au<̂ ,b portion of St. Peter’s is built on the 

of r V lte< ^ ’e blood of sprinkling was supposed 
Xii 0?  bjbcacy as to wash nway sin (see Hob. ix. 13, 
tut i f  “ b’et. i. 2). Sometimes a ram was substi- 
«  tor a bull j honco wo have tho nonsense about 
, i t - b e d  in tho blood of the lamb.”  Sometimes tho 
a Vvas made cruciform for tho initiato to lie with 
ori ^stretched. This blood-baptism was the 

mystery of tho llosycross, tho stories of the 
It ° r. mystic dew, and of tho mythical Christian 

osenkrentz with his invstical vault, boim? la tole'gends for tho neophytes. . . . . .
Potter, in his Grecian Antiquities, tells us the 

Athenians bad a loss ofTensivo way of obtaining 
regeneration. Tho person desirous of it, whether male 
0r female, was slipped through a characteristic part 
°f the feminine habiliments, and thenceforth recog- 
Qisod as one who had been born aKai° ’

,1. M. WIIEEI.Elt.

Minister (to little girl) : "  Child, who made your body ?” 
Little girl; « j  aid, sir ; but mother put in the sleeves.

Veber die Wasserweihe dee OermanucU Ilcidenlhumt. 
t  Evolution of Morality, vol. n ., p. 320.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THOMAS COOPER.

III.
" C ooper the Chartist ” was no common man—there 
can bo no harm in saying that, for that is what he 
thought himself. There is no end to the eccentricities 
which would make a full biography of him very amus
ing reading. Mr. George Anderson tells mo he remem
bers him stalking into a crowded assembly to whom 
he came to lecture, making the most of his stature 
and more of his feet, whose resounding tread called 
attention to his approach. Singing was going on at 
the time, when, with conspicuous meekness he sat 
down on the lowest step of the platform stair until 
the singing ceased. It was right to show deference 
to the singers, but the interrupting tread and the 
disturbing appearance were better omitted. But 
who cared for the double ostentation and humility 
during the inspiring lecture which followed ?

My friend, Mr. G. Julian Harney (who has written 
an excellent paper on Mr. Cooper in the Newcastle 
Weekly Chronicle), knew from personal experience 
Mr. Cooper had egotism, but thinks that it is impos
sible to be a public man without this gift. The best 
public men I have known have not had it. But where 
great merit accompanies self-assertion, it is the inte
rest of the public to honor the service and forgive 
the egotism. Like Mr. W . E. Forster, or Mr. Cham
berlain, or Lord Beaconsfield, the ambition of dis
tinction was Mr. Cooper’s ruling passion; but he 
never sought to suppress rivals; he was content with 
exalting himself.

Mr. Cooper’s predelictions this way were exem
plified in his being a Dodwellian. Dodwell was a 
dogmatic clergyman, mentioned by Macaulay, who 
maintained that immortality was not a perquisite of 
ordinary man but a gift specially bestowed by heaven, 
which gave a Dodwellian distinction to those holding 
that tenet, since immortality would not be conferred 
upon any who failed to hold the Dodwellian creed.

Mr. Cooper relates in his Life that the manager of 
the Leicestershire Mercury told him to seek a now 
situation, which ho ascribes to his having written 
while ho was on the Mercury staff in tho Chartist's 
Illuminator. Tho real reason was that ho disclosed 
to the readers of the Illuminator that an article which 
thoy deemed objectionable was ”  written by the Rov. 
J. P. Mursoll, who, as a Christian minister, ought to 
bo ashamed of himself.”  This was a gross breach of 
confidence, sinco ho could only know tho authorship 
by being a member of the Mercury staff. Mr. 
Cooper was then a young member of tho press, and 
possibly unaware of the rule of honor which binds a 
staff, as it binds members of tho Cabinet, to reticence 
in things understood to bo private.

Mr. Cooper was by turns a Wesleyan, Chartist, 
Secularist, and Saint. Tho Wesleyan does not 
bolievo in pro-oloction to hoavon or hell, but that 
every man may make his own self-election to bliss by 
believing the right thing, thus making tho chance of 
salvation universal. Tho Wesleyan also believes in 
sudden conversion, which is impossible. Sudden 
impressions may occur, but conversion means change 
of character, which is an affair of time.

A Chartist is a six-point man—a good program 
rule. No program should bo longor, for six essential 
things is moro than any one government over vet 
carried. Tho Chartist’s six points all tended" to 
democratic equality, but tho framers of tho Charter 
loft it unsettled whether it was to bo obtainod by 
force or reason. Tho moro impetuous, Mr. Cooper 
among them, went for force, which made disunion 
and delayed success.

Mr. Cooper next became a Sceptic in respect to 
theology only. Strauss’s criticisms carried him away. 
Ho was not a Sceptic in all things, no man ever was. 
Ho believed in honor, honesty, sincerity, and truth
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when he was a Christian; and he believed in them 
more strongly when he was a Sceptic.

He soon became a Secularist who works on a 
material basis, guided by the Utilitarian rule, which 
measures morality by its conduciveness to the welfare 
of others, makes moral duty an affair of conscience, 
and substitutes the creed of conduct for the creed of 
orthodoxy.

His last stage was that of the saint, which I do not 
use as a term of reproach. He went wandering about 
the empire like Wesley did. Saintship was his am
bition, and he was as much a saint as any man ever 
was, for he gave up worldly usefulness for the safety 
of his soul— which proved that the soul was less worth 
saving when he was a saint than when he was a 
Secularist. The saint lives to serve God— the Secularist 
to serve man. The saint is for the Kingdom of the 
Lord—the Secularist, like Clifford, is for the Kingdom 
of humanity. I know no example which better shows 
the superiority of Secularism over the demoralisation of 
orthodoxy than Mr. Cooper’s relapse into Christianity. 
He took over all at once the entire stock of Chris
tianity— not only the goods in the front window, but 
the back stock, faded, damaged and unsaleable, and, 
as Talleyrand said “  theologians ”  did, he spent his 
days “  picking very large bones for very little meat.” 
But he never forgot the lesson he learned during his 
Freethinking period. His sermons were more 
scientific, more instructive, than those of any other 
Wesleyan preacher. I f  he had not been a convert he 
would have been counted an infidel by the Church 
which he had joined, by reason of the secular features 
of his discourses. By this means he preserved a 
superiority over his rivals, and he owed this to his 
Secular training with us.

The fault of Mr. Cooper’s conversion was its being, 
as the Americans say, “ too previous/’ Within a 
week of his appearing on the platform as a Free- 
thought speaker he announced his conversion. Had 
he been an artist in conversion, he would have waited 
twelve months while his convictions were confirmed, 
which would have won for him beliof in his sincerity, 
which many whom he might have influenced never 
thought real. He showed a certain uncertainty of 
confidence in himself. In York, ho obliged me to 
discuss questions of miracle, inspiration, and other 
questions of theology, but would never discuss mine, 
which tested Christianity by its moral meaning. Mr. 
Grant did this. Against my protest he put down 
Reign of Terror questions, because mere discussion 
of them would damage me in Christian eyes. The 
Rev. Henry Townley followed me into the Leader 
office, which I always kept clear of my personal 
opinions, that my colleagues, who did not share 
them, might not be compromised by them. To oblige 
him I discussed the question of the existence of God 
— the only time I ever did so. The effect was to give 
foolish people the impression that Secularism was 
Atheism. Such existence, being indeterminate by 
reason, is not a Secular question.

Mr. Cooper was but a type of the theologians of 
the day who will never discuss the ethical truth of 
Christianity. Only preachers of very small boro— 
ignorant of the policy of the sacred cannons of 
greater calibre, will venture upon submitting Chris
tianity to moral tests, which Secularism was invented 
to enforce. G. J. Holyoake.

(To be concludedJ

When men have come to regard a certain class of their 
fellow creatures as doomed by Almighty God to eternal 
and excruciating tortures and agonies, and when theology 
directs their minds with intense and realising earnestness 
to the contemplation of such agonies, the result will be 
indifference to the suffering of those whom they deem 
the enemies of their God, as absolute as it is perhaps 
possible for human nature to attain.—Ltchj.

THEOLOGICAL DIFFICULTIES AT OXFORD.

(concluded.)

Du. Fairbairn having finished his replies to his 
questioners (which were dealt with in our article last 
week), it was Professor Dods’ turn to endeavor to 
satisfy a few inquirers. Replying to other questioners, 
the professor said :

1. “  If I asked you, What is the Bible, you would 
say, It is the word of God. But there are many 
words of God. There are facts and experiences in 
your life, you say, which are as truly the word of 
God to you as the Bible. So with the words of a 
preacher, and of many books.”  Here the Bible and 
personal experience are regarded as being analagous. 
But they are not so by any means. Experiences are 
purely personal, and may or may not be useful in their 
results, while the Bible is claimed by theologians to 
bo of undoubted benefit to all who read its contents. 
Besides, the “ many words of God” recorded in the 
Bible or manifested in the facts and experiences of 
daily life, are of a contradictory character, and there
fore they cannot all be relied upon as being accurate. 
It is precisely the same with “  the words of a preacher 
and of many books.” Of course it is not claimed 
that all such words are God’s, and tho professor 
omitted to supply a test whereby the difference 
between “  God’s word ”  and that of man could be 
recognised. This is truly a novel way of “ clearing 
up difficulties.”

2. “ What then was the value of the Bible? It 
was the fountain of authority to us because it was 
written by the men who were the organs of tho great 
historical revelation which culminated in Jesus 
Christ.”  Tho Bible is not “  the fountain of authority,’ 
inasmuch as it has to be submitted to a much higher 
authority— that of human reason— for the purpose of 
ascertaining what its authoritative value really i*> 
Moreover, the professor’s answer is based upon the 
assumptions that ho knows who tho writers of the 
Bible were, which ho does not; and that tho historical 
and revealed aro identical, which they are not. 
History is a collection of facts and general events, 
discovered and recorded by human genius, and not 
receivod through any revelation from somo supposed 
supernatural power. History, says Yolnoy, “ is an 
inquest of facts which reach us through the medium 
of other persons.” Rovelation, in a theological sense, 
is an influence from God, and must bo confined to the 
individuals to whom tho rovelation is made.

3. “  Tho higher criticism of tho Bible,”  remarked 
tho Professor, is “  the application of tho scientific 
method of investigation, not to tho essential truths 
of tho Biblo, but to its literature, authorship, and 
its human elements.”  This is theological confusion 
with a vengeanco. It is not stated what tho ossentiid 
truths of the Bible are apart from “ its human 
elements.”  Tho higher criticism has robbed tbo 
Biblo of its falso halo of “  divine infallibility,”  and 
mado it moroly a human production. It has also 
shown that much of its literaturo is questionable, 
and that its authorship is unknown. Judged by 
this modern standard, tho book must bo estimatod 
by its internal value and not by tho doubtful history 
with which tho church has surrounded it. Tho 
important question to us is, not who wrote tbo 
Bible, but tho worth of what is writton thorein. 
This is tho triumph of the discrimination of reason 
over blind allegiance to ecclesiastical authority.

4. Tho professor says, that ho cannot under* 
stand “  how tho supposed difficulties in tho Bible 
should imperil a man’s soul.”  Neither can wo.
is not the supposed, but tho real difficulties of t 0 
book that have, wo fear, imperilled not the s° uo’ 
but tho minds of too many of its orthodox believer1-- 
Tho professor continues, “  To an uneducated m® 
who might ask how much of the Biblo he n*ig 
tako astrutb, ho would say, take all as truth 1



August 21, 1892. The Freethinker. 533

you find an error ; and, if you do that, the errors 
you will find will be very few.”  The advice here 
given is unobjectionable, but how the “  uneducated 
roan ” is to find the “  very few ”  errors, or how 
such errors come into the god-inspired organ of 
historical revelation, we are not informed. Perhaps 
it is like “  the peace of God,” it “  passeth all under
standing.”

5. To the important question : “  I f God forgives 
us when we are penitent, why need Christ have 
died ? ”  The professor answered : “  Christ died in 
order that we might be made penitent; for there was 
no true penitence save that which was got at the 
cross of Christ.”  This is an exquisite specimen of 
orthodox conceit. The idea of supposing that a God 
^ho is said to be the father of billions of human 
creatures should have no pity or forgiveness for any 
of his children outside the comparatively few pro
fessed followers of Christ. The exclusive nature of 
the Christian faith is always apparent when it is 
brought under cross-examination; then we find all 
the affection of God is centred on one spot and on 
one event in Judea. The doctor’s answer leaves the 
question of God’s forgiving the penitent just where 
Jt was, except that his reply adds to the difficulty by 
alleging that God will not forgive members of other 
religions because penitence is not sought for at “  the 
cross of Christ.”  The universal love and forgiving 
uature of Christianity are here seen in the fact that 
the Cross is the only means of salvation, and that in 
the “  order of God’s providence”  two-thirds of the 
human race have never heard of this wonderful Cross.

Dr. Dods concluded his efforts to “ settle diffi
culties ” by assorting “ that though God must always 
Seek the lost, yet a man’s character and will might be 
80 set that the man cannot be saved.”  If this be 
correct, universal salvation is impossible, and the 
-New Testament teaching that men “  were before of 
?ro ordained to this condemnation”  is endorsed. 
*rot then the question arises, Who arranged the 
character and will of man so that he could not be 
®uved ? And further, was it just to form men so that 
0 them salvation was impossible, even if God sought 
0 save them ? Besides, if God bo all wise ho must 
u°w who are destined to bo lost, and therefore it is 

hseless to seek to save those “  vessels of wrath fitted 
0 destruction”  (Homans ix.) A faith with such 
cachingg as these is far from being “  a Gospel of 

”  ud tidings.”  It is rather a creed of injustice, gloom 
hd despair, destitute of every feature that is calcu- 
ted to enhance the joy and happiness of human life.
1 crhaps the gem of the remarkable proceedings of 

jj 6 learned divines was the following exhibition : 
rotessor Bruce, it is reported, “ carefully nnswored 

jjl 0 questions bearing on the resurrection, buthe said 
r̂o object was not to convince or refuto unbolieving

Sroatists, much less dogmatic believers. Ho con- 
88ed his inability to explain mystery. Anyono else
8 at liberty to try.”  Wo might have fairly sup- 

at Svr no “  unbelieving dogmatists ”  woro present 
ca iansd°ld College, Oxford, and ns the Professor 
j  red loss to convince “ dogmatic believers,” of whom 

. less hundreds wero before him, who was ho 
to convjnco wimt l'° S£dd in roferenco to 

° rosurroction is not reported, but his final words 
0 Q. .11 of wisdom: “  Ho confessed his inability to 
cand̂ rt11Qy8ter^  -Anyone else could try.” This was 
Pr f at l0as >̂ Rnd if divines in general wore like 
q^ P 88.01, Druce in this particular, there would be 
«< pi . less theological nonsense under the name of 
,  evidence ’ inflicted upon a long-sufferiDg

Ch°- • n t'^ore ^as koeu oflato. One of the follies 
St pri!ii ian exponents is that they desire to omulato
,Ry ste iv " 'VhfcUi h° sf id* Beho'd, 1 show you a 
foiled ■ ’ an< ’ overlooking the fact that St. Paul
imitBt ln ™rryin8 out hl3 promise, his would-be 
«. , tu°rs endeavor to persuade their followers that 

e oracle”  can be worked to-day. Not so with

Professor Bruce, with him a mystery is a mystery, and 
there is an end of it. True, it may be fairly urged 
that the whole of the Christian theological scheme is 
a mystery—from the birth of Jesus to the supposed 
final resurrection of the dead at “  the last day.”  Still 
there are some believers who think they have the 
“ inner light” which enables them with the “ eye of 
faith”  to see “ the invisible things”  (Romans i.), 
being under the impression that they “ look not at 
the things which are seen but at the things which are 
not seen ”  (2 Cor. iv.) Many professors, however, 
prefer following a different light; probably thinking 
that God has “  hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and has revealed them unto babes ”  (Lukex.)

Charles W atts.

W HY SHOULD A  FREETHINKER 
FEAR TO DIE?

It is commonly said to those who have given up 
orthodox superstitions, and, instead, rely on reason 
and science, “  Ah, your opinions are all very well to 
live with, but they will fail you in the hour of 
death.”  These, it is well known among Freethinkers, 
are the words of the false prophet. We used to say 
in the old days, “  la  the hour of death and in the 
day of judgment, good Lord deliver us,”  and were 
constantly reminded that it is “  a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God.”

Yet many tombstones attest the fact that many 
have fallen asleep in the arms of the second person 
of the trinity. Is it not clearly a deeper ground of 
apprehension that evil consequences will follow 
getting into the clutches of that other person who is 
said to have some likeness to a roaring lion? If all 
is true that has been said about him, he is a fearful 
character, and is almost as brutal as the God of the 
Old Testament. There is one thing that will prevent 
the fear of either or both of them, and that is, a total 
disbelief in them.

It is assumed that the Freethinker does fear death, 
and the roason is his unbelief in the beings that are 
said to be the causes of fear, which is manifestly 
absurd. It is the believer alone that can have any 
apprehension as to what either God or the Devil may 
do in the future. It is somewhat singular that so 
simple a matter as this should be completely misre
presented. Those who own no shares have no appre
hension of the bank breaking, and people out of 
business do not dread the Bankruptcy Court.

Even the crows will settle on the wooden guns 
which experience tells them never go off. You 
can’ t catch old birds with chaff. I used to call 
the horses by putting small pebbles in the box instead 
of beans, but it failed after a little practice.

The believer may not, but the Freethinker can 
see only childish bogeys in all the pictures of 
departing scenes. It is manifest that any one who 
fears must believe in or imagine something to fear. 
What is moro natural than that a wicked man 
should fear the old one, ns the country folks call 
him ? But hero is confirmation of it—a murderer— 
the most diabolical creature, believing ho has been 
washed in tho blood of the jamb that was slain 
for sinners, goes cheerfully to the scaffold, uttering 
holy words of advice to the wicked world he is 
leaving, worthy of an Archbishop of the Church. 
In fact, instead of being hanged, he ought to be 
ordained. A murderer flies among the angels full 
of joy, while the poor Freethinker is supposed to 
bo sobbing away his life, because he has not believed 
all tho theological rubbish heaped up for his bonefit 
through past generations.

Anyono duly and solemnly improssed with tho 
theology almost universally taught fifty years ago 
may be pardoned for being apprehensive as to his 
fate. The many were called, but few were chosen; 
so that the chances were many to one that yon might
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find the door of heaven at the last moment slammed 
in your face. The only way to get clear of doubt 
was to get a ticket for the private boxes—call your
self “  one of the elect.” Nothing can upset that. No 
matter what happens, if you make your “  calling and 
election sure.” The profane used to say this meant a 
flourishing business and a seat on the council.

It is not surprising that death should have some 
terror to one who believes in eternal torment; escape 
from it resting with the mercy of God, who may fail 
to exercise it ; for it is said that he sends one to 
heaven and ten to hell, not for any good or ill they 
have done, but in the exercise of his own sweet will. 
Burns thought it could give small pleasure even to a 
Devil to scald poor wretches and hear them squeal. 
Still he seemed to have been under some apprehen
sion that “  the deity offended ”  was a serious thing 
to encounter. People transfer their own petty tempers 
and whims to an eternal God, and bid us beware! 
Man enlarges his own failings till he is alarmed at 
his own portrait.

The believer of the old time had no idea of a Free
thinker except of a man that lived a life of vice and 
died in terror. Hence he has given us sketches of 
Paine, Voltaire, and others, which the originals, did 
they re-appear, would be unable to recognise. Chris
tianity was the only sleeping draught that could be 
administered with a certainty— no sound sleep after 
death guaranteed by any but this patent medicine. 
Woe be to him who, in the last sad moments, refused 
to drink of the water of life. Whatever he may have 
said or done for mankind— all was lost except he 
bowed to the name of Jesus.

The influence of the pictures painted of the Atheist 
and the infidel survives to this day, although hun
dreds die in peace every year in England holding 
the same views. Christians seem determined, out of 
their own very good nature, not to allow an unbeliever 
to die in peace or be buried in his own way. And if 
one dies suddenly, when no person is present, they 
invent one who reports what he did not say. It 
seems impossible to control Christian generosity or 
Christian imagination in the hour of the dying unbe
liever. One who dies among bigots may see in his 
mind’s eye the futility of their rage—

Let them rave,
Thou art quiet in thy grave.

It must not be inferred that death is not welcome 
or unwelcome to the Freethinker, according to cir
cumstances, as it is to other mon. The difference is 
that ho looks upon death as natural liko birth, which 
has no superstitious surroundings of the same kind as 
death has. Itejoicing and mourning are not special 
characteristics of Christians. The birth, growth, and 
death of every object in nature excites feelings in the 
minds of all of every creed, and of nono. But tbo 
feeling varies in different individuals and at different 
seasons. Tho emerald green of spring, tho blossoms 
of summer, the many-varied tints of autumn, are very 
different from tho sour and wrinkled face of winter. 
Nature dies and sleeps. Shelloy remarked :

How wonderful is death!
And his brother sleep.

I confess to a feeling of preference for “  his brothor 
sleep,”  but death prevails ovorywhoro and through 
all time.

Leaves have their time to fall,
And flowers to wither at the north wind’s breath, 

And stars to set— but all,
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, 0  Death 1

Its universality and its inevitable character, and its 
similarity in its operations and effects, havo furnished 
themes for poets and sages through all time.

C. C. Cattell.
(To Ic concluded.)

’ihelnoblest employment of tho mind is tho study of naturo 
or truth.—Aristotle.

A C I D  D R O P S .
Oath taking in the House of Commons is such a hasty and 

blasphemous business that the Christian W orld  is compelled 
to cry out against it. Our contemporary thinks it “  will be 
well for religion and for decency ” when the oath is absolutely 
abolished. We agree as to “  decency ”  but cannot affect any 
concern for “  religion.”  _____

We wish the Christian World would have the "  decency ”  
to be accurate. It speaks of the Oaths Act as “  passed to 
enable Mr. Bradlaugh to make an affirmation in lieu o'f oath.” 
This is not true. The House of Commons did not oblige 
Mr. Bradlaugh in that way. He took the oath and his seat 
at the opening of a new Parliament, when the Speaker had 
the sense and courage to stand against the old unconstitutional 
game of “  baiting Bradlaugh.”  It was afterwards that the 
Oaths Act was carried. It was introduced by Mr. Bradlaugh 
himself, and only carried after long and careful nursing and 
lobbying on his part. Even then the original Bill had to be 
altered to suit the less enlightened part of the House of 
Commons, or it would have been rejected.

Mr. John Morley, the Freethinker, is sure to be opposed 
by a great many bigots when he goes to Newcastle for re- 
election. The practice of putting a cabinet minister through 
a wearing and expensive contest in the constituency which 
has already elected him is perfectly foolish now that the 
people have votes and members of the government are only 
nominally “ servants of the crown.”  It is a great pity that 
a comparatively poor man like Mr. Morley should be har
assed in this way. His enemies at Newcastle profess to be 
sorry on personal grounds, but on principle they feel they 
must rally round Mr. Ealli. We earnestly hope that every 
Freethinker in Newcastle, unless he is really opposed to Mr- 
Morley’s program, will work hard for his return. HlS 
presence in the House of Commons, and still more in the 
ministry, will be of great advantage when the Liberty of 
Bequest Bill is introduced.

Lord Halsbury (Sir Hardingo Giffard), ex-Lord Chancellofi 
has good reasons for being orthodox. His services to hi* 
country consisted in baiting Mr. Bradlaugh and sending ^ r' 
Foote to prison. For this he was elevated to the woolsack. 
While he sat upon it he received £10,000 a year, and noff 
lie has ceased sitting he enjoys a pension of £5,000 a y®af 
for life. His lordship has found that godliness is great ga'D’

At a recent mooting of the Victoria Philosophical Insti' 
tute, Lord Halsbury sneered at “  infidelity,”  and declare 
that his testimony to tho Christian faith was worth so®6” 
thing, as he was accustomed to look at both sides and weig“ 
evidence. Yes, as a successful lawyer, he has been acco*' 
tomed to look at both sides— or any side, or all sides, as y°® 
prefer. But tho side ho sided with was always tho side tb® 
put the biggest fee on its brief.

More recently still, at tho same Victoria Institute, ^  
W. St. 0. Boscawon read a paper on tho recently discover®  ̂
city of Sepharvaim, in the course of which ho referre. 
to an inscription dating 3,800 B o. Perhaps tho e* , > 
Chancellor will take a brief for tho Bible and explal 
how this fits in with tho Mosaic chronology.

are already organising a big pilgrimage 
393. Their object is to impose better ter

The Catholics are
Eomo for Feb. 1893. Their object is to impose 
on the Italian Government by a display of foreign s. 
thisers with the Pope.

Cardinal Vaughan’s investiture at Brompton 
described in the papers as “  an imposing ceremony. ^  
Catholic Church is always great in man-milhnory ^ 
general display. It knows that the show business a r^  
tho fools of all classes— rich and poor, aristocratic 
plebeian.

Tho Pallium with which Archbishop Vaughan was in^icbi 
on Tuesday is a sort of stole, tho significance o ^  
according to some archmologists, is tho same as tba aB 
looped cross, a remnant of phallic symbolism. _ . ¡m,4
archbishop dies his pallium is always buried with * aWP 
should an archbishop bo lost at sea, his pallium is n 
to his successor, but is either buiied in tho ground o

(
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The Boclc, learning that the Catholics offthe continent are 
praying for the conversion of England, asks'for united prayer 
that this country may not be drifted away to Romanism by 
the BLtualists, but remain Protestant. The spectacle of God 
listening to see which side prays the most fervently must be 
an edifying one to religionists.

The Bev. J. E. Foster, secretary of the Clergy Fees Keform 
Association, charges the secretaries of the Bishop of Glou
cester and Bristol with appropriating at the induction of 
ministers “ at least 100 per cent, over and above the amount 
they are entitled to.”  They have been written to repeatedly, 
but maintain a discreet silence.

The late Bishop Claughton’s palace, near Chelmsford, 
■with the park, comprising 303 acres, is now for sale. 
The property cost £30,000 in 1847. Blessed be ye poor!

The bishops preach “  love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world,”  but they cling to their emoluments 
even when physically unable to perform their duties. Sumner, 
Bishop of Winchester, having drawn over £294,000, refused 
to resign until guaranteed a pension of £2,000 a year. At 
present above a third of the bishops should resign from old 
“go and frailties, but refuse to do so since sufficient provision 
is not made for them.

Father Ignatius has been having high jinks at Llanthony 
Abbey. His costly vestments were illuminated by the blaze 
°f hundreds of wax tapers; and a handsome copy of the 
Bible was carried on a cushion and placed in the centre of 
the church, where it was solemnly kissed by all the wor
shippers. Father Ignatius thinks this a good reply to modern 
Biblical criticism.

The Rev. H. W . Haygarth, vicar of Wimbledon, sends us 
(printed on the back of a postcard) an invitation to the 
vicarage garden on Thursday, Aug. 18, at 4 p.m. The Bev. 
C. L. Engstrom and the not-yet-reverend Celestine Edwards 
vvill address tho merry meeting on “  the Dangers of Unbelief 
and the successful efforts of the Christian Evidence Society 
in stemming its progress.”  Both themes are purely imaginary 
and afford scopo for flowery eloquence. No doubt it would 
he a great treat to listen, and it may be guessed how sorry 
vm are that we cannot accept the invitation. There is to be 
“|iea and coffee after tho meeting.”  Cigars and cigaret tcs 
are not mentioned. We suppose they “  go without saying.

Walter Snoad, in tho Daihj News, gives a dreadful account 
m the sufferings of the Jews who fled from Russia to 
Palestine, and winds up by calling them “ tho chosen people 
° f God." To bo chosen by God seems a great misfortune.

he people he doesn’t choose get on over so much better.

Patrick Gibbons, who awaits execution for cutting his 
mother’s throat at Oldham, like the rest of his fraternity, is 
confident of another and a better world. What must it be 
to be there ? ____

Joseph Jarvis, yeast dealer, of George-street, Barnsley, 
local preacher, district visitor, and prayer leader, has been 
imprisoned for three months with hard labor for indecently 
assaulting Sarah Goodworth, a delicate little girl, eleven 
years of age. The dirty scoundrel was in the habit of going 
to the girl’s house and praying with her father, who was ill 
in bed.

II. Vonglehu, of Narborough, Leicester, threw himself 
under a train at Blackpool. He was taken to the Sanatorium 
in a precarious but conscious condition. While refusing to 
give an account of himself, ho acknowledged the attempt to 
commit suicide. He is not an Atheist, but a curate of the 
Church of England. ____

The Star man is on the track of “  King Solomon,”  who 
carries on business at the “  Ark of Refuge,”  near Plaistow. 
This is probably the gentleman who recently gloried at 
Brighton. According to the Star man, the males of the 
establishment are few and the females many, and it is “  pretty 
certain that the sleeping accommodation of the Ark is a bit 
mixed.”  The wife of a sea captain joined the community, 
and the police had to assist him in getting her out and taking 
her to a lunatio asylum. King Solomon’s landlord wants to 
clear the place, and has removed the windows, but the com
munity won’t be dislodged. The neighbors are looking for 
the next move in the game.

Mr. Sam Standring, some time last summer, was mobbed at 
Luton. The cowardly wretch who incited the csowd against 
him had a local reputation for piety. His morality, however, 
is less conspicuous. At the present moment he is lodging at 
his country’s expense. In 1889 his wife obtained a judicial 
separation, the magistrate ordering him to contribute 12s. Gd. 
per week towards the maintenance of his family. He has 
since allowed them to become chargeable to the parish, and 
being taken on a warrant to Stoke-on-Trent, ho was told by 
the magistrate that it was “  a very bad case,”  and sentenced 
to three months’ imprisonment with hard labor.

To show themsolves up to tho time of day the Mohamme
dans havo, like the Christians, produced a revised version of 
their scriptures, which has received the endorsement of the 
Caliph. The Mollahs in Constantinople, however, express 
their dissatisfaction with the amended book, which is said not 
to contain some vital passages of the original text, such as 
these : “  God doth not love oppressors ”  ; “  Ho that avengeth 
a wrong shall not bo punished, but only ke who dooth 
violence unrighteously.”  ____

St. Mary’s Church, Strand, onoof the city obstructions, has
an average congregation of twenty. Tho ratopapers of t lc
“ ®ighborhood havo to mako up tho rector’s salary. Sue i is
the law, and such it will continue until tho peoplo cut up
rough. Then we guess tho State Church will go to tho 
devil. b

Tho Rev. E. J. Edwards, of IlatGeld, is wanted by the 
polico. The offences alleged against him aro thoso to which 
me“  of Qod seem prone. Owing to bis aristocratic con
nexions ho was able to got off before the warrant arrived for 
his apprehension. ____

Ganiel Grinsted, of Bromloy, coal merchant and church
warden, has been fined £1 and costs for Riving short weight 
° « o  bag was found to be as much os 301b short. Daniel 
Baid it was his workmen’s fault, but ho had to pay all the
same. _____

Tho Rev. Robert Ilall Baynes, canon of Worcester, seems 
8°ing from bad to worse. Some time ago he was arrested for 
beinR drunk and disorderly, then for having stolen a port
manteau, and now he is committed to trial on a charge of 
‘ “ decent assault on children of tho ages of ten and eight years.

Prophet Baxter has issued a new edition of his Fifteen 
Predicted Events from 1892 until the end of this age on 
April 11, 1901. We suppose April 11 is a misprint for 
April 1. Some of the pictures aro interesting. There is one 
of tho Great Earthquako which is to happen in January, 1901. 
It will bo worth seeing when it occurs. Baxter’s present 
trouble is that ho is in want of an Antichrist. IIo has had 
several before, but they all died soon after he selected them. 
There is now a vacancy, and Baxter may have to advertise for 
applicants.

The following epitaph is reported :— “  Sho was first cousin 
to Lady Jones. Of such is tho Kingdom of Heaven.”

“ National Churoh Sunday ”  will be observed this year on 
October 20. The Almighty is to bo specially wrestled with 
on behalf of tho Establishment, which is in a weaker position 
than ever since the general elections. Tho Church Defence 
Institution admits that tho elections havo “  distinctly 
strengthened the hands of the Disestablishment party in 
Wales,”  and Churchmen must go in for “  more work, more 
heart, more faith.”  Let them. It will have as much prac
tical effect as a dog’s howling at tho moon.

a  b „  b , . »  ¡ . . » a  « »  Tk“ “  k ™ p ;
tborno, factor of K m la ,. S br.p .b ir ., on .  « W . o f  
assault upon his domestic maid-servant, Emily Edwardi. 
Men of God seem specially assaulted by temptations from 
Satan and Satan’s ready servants, the fomale sex.

A  Society paper pokes fun at the holy articles sold in 
Catholic shops:— “ Mary, as crowned Queen of Heaven, 
extends a hand from which depends a label, with the follow
ing inscription, ‘ Sixteen shillings anywhere else, but ot-ly 
eight hero.’ Tho n d y  Child clasps a card which informs
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the public he is reduced to one and sixpence three-farthings; 
that six Good Shepherds will be sold very cheap to make 
room for more stock.”  ____

Notions of heaven are very various. Everybody fancies it 
will provide what he likes best. No wonder, therefore, that 
the Rev. Dr. Robert Collyer, in opening a library at Otley, 
said that if he got to heaven and found no books there, he 
would want to come back and haunt his library. We sym
pathise with Dr, Collyer. To a book-lover a good library is 
infinitely more attractive than the Petticoat-lane Paradise of 
the book of Revelation.

We all know there are angels in heaven, and learned 
divines have declared how many there are and into what 
orders they are divided. Lately, however, the clergy have 
been chary of going into such details. But there is one 
clergyman, the venerable Archdeacon Farrar, who has just 
disclosed the interesting fact that “  Gabriel does not envy 
Michael for his celestial sword, nor Michael vex Gabriel for 
his radiant flight, and Raphael rejoices in Uriel’s sun-like 
brightness, and Uriel in Raphael’s enchanting grace.”  How 
pretty 1 But fancy a man being paid over a thousand a year 
for such easy skyology 1

The Rev. G. W. McCree says the future of Temperance is 
bright. “  All the discoveries of science,”  he exclaims, “  all 
fresh [dishonest] biblical criticism, all practical experiments, 
all hospital treatment, and all legislation are in our favor. 
Best of all— God is with us.”  That’s it. God brings up the 
rear. He is not the leader, but the camp follower, of the 
army of progress.

Superstition seems to reign in the Transvaal Parliament. 
The “  voetganger,”  or locusts, were declared to be like those 
sent to Pharaoh— a plague from God. One member proposed 
a day of fasting and humiliation, and even the president told 
a story of a man whose farm was always spared by the locusts 
until one day he caused some to be killed. His farm was 
devastated. Such arguments as these were used against 
using concerted action against the locusts. The scriptures 
were largely quoted, and one member conjured them not to 
constitute themselves terrestrial gods and oppose the 
Almighty. Evidently this part of South Africa will not 
remain for ever in the hands of such stupid Dutchmen as 
these. They will have to give way before those who care less 
for locusts and deities.

The damage done by the volcanic eruption at Sangir Island 
did not end with the destruction of lives and property. 
Nearly all the rivers and wells aro completely choked with 
mud. Thousands are in the utmost distress for want of food 
and water; the rice and maize crops in all parts of the island 
are totally destroyed.

In Spain a tremendous thunderstorm burst over L i Huesca. 
The lightning sot fire to a number of buildings, two quarters 
of the town eventually being destroyed. The crops have 
suffered severely from the hail, and the losses are very groat.

In Queensland they have droughts, while in Tasmania they 
have floods. Wicked Atheists may see in this an absence of 
Providence, but a true believer can explain it as a striking 
illustration of divine government. In this way. In Queens
land the most praying man is a brickmaker, who always 
wants fine weather to dry his clay. In Tasmania the leading 
man of prayer is a maker of umbrellas. What people have 
got to do is not to grumble at God, but understand the ways 
of divine providence, and induce the umbrella maker to 
migrate to Queensland, and the brickmaker to go to Tas
mania.

Providence sent a wolf mad near Lodz, in Russian Poland. 
It ran into the town and bit twenty adults and ten children, 
besides horses, cattle, pigs, and sheep. Many of the human 
victims went mad and took to howling. Good old Providence !

Bishop Jayne has a practical disciple at Aberdovey, where 
the Dovey Hotel is kept by the Rev. D. Lewis Davies, who 
gave up the curacy of the Welsh Church at Aberystwyth to 
serve another kind of refreshment to thirsty men and women. 
He is now both a sinner and a publican.

The JlongJeorg Ttlegroph devotes an article to the anti*
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Christian tracts published in Hunan, China. They show that 
the utmost animosity against Christianity— or, as it is in* 
variably called, the Pig religion—is manifest in that part. 
The familiarity of women with the priests gives rise to much 
scandal in the Chinese mind, and the tracts assert that 
“  every Christian home keeps one of its daughters for the 
service of the priest when he comes round.”  The Chinese 
seem to have as prejudiced a view of the Christians as Chris
tians have of Freethinkers.

A new Mahdi, or Messiah, has arisen in Morocco. His 
name is Hmam, and he is credited with prophetic power and 
believed to be divinely protected from the bullets of the 
enemy. Even the temporary rise of such fanatics throws 
light on the origin of more successful faiths.

The local Freethinkers who have opened a new outdoor 
station at the junction of Canonbury-lane with Upper-street, 
Islington, were prevented by rowdy opposition from holding 
a meeting last Sunday night. Since the opening of this 
station, the C.E.S. have sent representatives to lecture at 
that place, and with them has come a gang of young 
followers of meek and lowly Jesus, who on Sunday, by 
shouting and hustling, prevented the speakers from the 
Freethought platform from being heard. The chief offender 
was a large-faced, pale-eyed, red-bearded man, displaying 
the garb of a gentleman and the conduct of a drunken 
coster. From this portrait some readers may recognise 
a certain systematic disturber of our meetings. This fellow 
who so industriously carries on the work described as to 
lead us to suspect that he is a paid rough, openly declared on 
Sunday last his intention to prevent the meetings from being 
held. Freethinkers who can make it convenient to attend, are 
asked to do so next Sunday evening at 8.30 to support 
the speakers. — —

Some poor men, who have had experience of the 8alvation 
Army shelters, spoke in very disparaging terms of them at 
Hyde Park. Instead of being satisfied with the sword of the 
spirit, Booth prosecuted the men for stealing S.A, towels. 
They were acquitted, and now continue their disparaging 
remarks more sedulously than ever.

“ Yes, dear wife,”  and he closed his eyes, “ the end i* 
near. The world grows dark about me. There is a mist 
around me gathering thicker and thicker, and there, as 
through a cloud, I hear the music of angels—sweet and sad.’ 
“ No, no, John dear; that’s the brass band at the corner. 
“ W hat! ”  said the man, jumping from his bed and flinging 
the bootjack at the leader, “  havo those scoundrels dared 
to come round hero when I am dying ? ”  And he recovered.

Mr. II. D. Trail, writing under “  The World of Letters ” 
in the Graphic, expresses high admiration of the Shelley 
Centenary proceedings at Horsham, and of Mr. Gosse’s 
address in especial. He very naturally sneers at the celebrants 
who attach some importance to Shelley’s principles. “ Those 
who kept Shelley’s birthday at the Hall of Science,”  he says, 
“  doubtless place the crude Queen Mab far above the Pro* 
metheus or the Adonais." Surely the “ doubtless”  i* 
delicious. Mr. Trail would never have written this absurdity 
if he had taken the trouble to inform himself as to the facts, 
instead of playing the oracle. The Hall of Scionce speaker» 
know Shelley’s writings as well as ho does, and their reverence 
does not affect their discrimination. They aro quite aware 
that the Prometheus and Adonais are great poems, and that 
Queen Mab is chiefly rhetoric; but they also know, if Mr. 
Trail does not, that the thought expressed in Queen Mab, 
however immaturely, was the thought of Shelley’s whole lif° 
to the very day of his death.

The Arena for July, which has probably been sent to u s]“  
mistake for the August number, contains a strong editorial 
article against the Sunday closing of the World’s Fair a 
Chicago. It declares that the Church and the S jl°on 
(American for drinking-shop) are marshalled under on® 
banner. “ The saloon,”  it says, “  knows that for every dollar 
spent to secure the closing of the World’s Fair, hundreds, ^ 
not thousands will flow into the coffers of the liquor trafh®» 
while the other two members of the trinity of night, t 
brothel and the gambling hell, will bo corresponding 7 
benefited. The Church expects to gain a few more audi o 
lor ono or two hours in the twenty-four.”  “  What sha 
say,”  the Arena asks, “ of the coat to morality whiob 
inevitably follow the triumph of thia unholy alliance.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, August 21, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E .O.: 
at 7.30, “ Did we Live Before we were Born ?”

August 28, Hall of Science, London.
Sept.4, Glasgow; 11, Aberdeen; 18, Hall of Science, London ; 

25, Bristol.
Octobers and 16, Hall of Science, London; 23, Newcastle; 

30, South Shields.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb . Oh a m .es W atts ’ E ngagements.— A ugust 21, Manchester; 
28, Grimsby. September 3 and 4, Rushden ; 11, Town Hall, 
Birmingham ; 18, Birmingham ; 25, Hall of Science. Oct. 2, 
Hall of Science; 9 and 16, Birmingham; 19, 20 and 21, 
Aberdeen ; 23, Glasgow ; 25 and 26, Belfast; 30, Edinburgh; 
Nov. 6 and i 3? Birmingham; 20, Sheffield; 27, Hall of 
Science, London. Dec. 4, Hall of Science; 11, Manchester; 
18 and 25, Birmingham.— All communications for Mr. Watts 
should be sent direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The 
Crescent, Birmingham.
M. Reynolds.— Sorry the newsagent will not display our 

contents-sheet. Everything is against us in trade channels, 
but we hope to live down bigoted opposition.

” • S. Mitchell.— Thanks for the interesting cutting.
H* F. Wenbobn.— See acknowledgment in “  Sugar Plums.” 

We intend to find or make as much leisure as possible before 
the winter season begins.

*'• H .L .— Glad to have your approval. The subscription is 
divided as you desire.

M. K. Sheppabd.— The speeches of Mr. Foote and Mr. Shaw 
at the Shelley meeting were not reported verbatim. In  
addition to the Freethinker paragraphs, brief summary 
reports appeared in the Daily Chronicle and the Fall Mall 
Gazette. Your letter is handed to the N.S.S. secretary. 

Joseph Bbown.— Thanks. It Bhall have attention in due
course.
E. Smith .— Cuttings received with thanks.
W eig h t .— “  Praise God ” Barebones was said to be the bap
tismal name of a member of the Commonwealth Parliament. 
His proper name was Barbon, and ho sat for London. He had 
a son, who was generally known as “ Damned Barebones,” 
and said to have been baptised, “  If Christ had not died for 
tne I should havo been dainned-Barbon.”

” ■ H.— Cuttings delayed through not being sent to us direct. 
.Thanke.
rp Holland.— Thanks for the cuttings.
A* H. Johnson, 51 Mytongate, Hull, sells this journal and othor 
m “ ecular publications.

**K Hackney Radical Club, through Charles Hyde, sends us 
" I  for the Bradlaugh Memorial, with a letter from which we 
extract the following: “ The Political Council, in whose 
hands the matter rested, aro perfectly satisfied that in the 
Purchase of the Hall of Science will be found the best means 
?* giving expression to Radical regard for the late Mr. Brad- 
laugh ; and they wish you hearty success in your efforts.”

• “ o b e m a n— I t is pleasant to find that the friend to whom 
y°u introduced the Freethinker is so appreciative of its con- 
tonts as to subscribe to the Sustontation Fund and to promise 
t0 do so annually, if necessary. Certainly, if those who are 
id lin g  to pay twopenco for this journal, wore to buy two

threo copies weekly at the prosont prico, and give thorn 
dvu^ *'° "m ir acquaintances, it would bo a way out of our 

uhculty. A. couple of thousand extra copies takou in this 
A JW "'ould be a groat help.

't j1111’1* will subscribe annually to tho Sustontation Fund if 
g 10 freethinker is kept at “  tho popular prico of one penny.”

• xkes.— Mr. Foote is just offering Liverpool a dato.— Dr. 
. au*uol Davidson was tne author of tho work you mention 
- nd other writings: wo know nothing of his personal
r " ‘ur7.—  W ill Christ Save Us / will bo issued in pamphlet 
t/ V hon.tho threo remaining instalments havo appeared in

, . -  “ uior writings
history.— ]Yi 
f° rna when 

j  “ ‘o Freethx
fi ?i'80N'— 01a<i to hoar of Mr. Ilea ford’s success at Iluddors- 
l>a l ^  WaB hard lines to bo opposed by a Salvation Army 
^  hd and a blind organ-grinder. No wonder Mr. Iloaford 

Jt u '9 a hit hoarse whon wo met him at Manchester, 
bail ^ 0W'S0N-— It hardly calls for special comment, there 

so many children short of food in this Bible-reading, 
P Iv —v]r~r'dden country.

tatio r  ^avo placed your cheque to tho credit of tho Susten- 
tv,„ „tl bund instead of dividing the amount. It comes to 

~ n® Bame thing practically. 
yaoeKsoN.-Paper torwae -’aper lorwarded to Mr. Holyoako. Glad to
Eoone°U i .r°  due«,,y interested in his articles on Thomas 
to ‘ , Holyoako is seeing the other articles you refer 
Of „ I  "b’1.'. the press in book form,

A. .Guj ______

tPor°tPW ly BUPP°rt®d. Ohri»tian rowdies mnet not bo allowed
l i v i n g , , ° ? r Pr°Pi*81*,'d*-. T,J0 you meutiou is a3 8 .,°*  refutfttion of tho Design Argument.

’ 8AJ1®ON.-Thanks for cuttings, etc.

he;

o fan" A*'/ 1,10 Prfl8B iu I,00K Ion” . to be entitled F ifty  Years J a n  Agitator's L ife. J
r‘ ,r * Wo hops tho Islington open-air station will be

A. Robebts (Sheffield).— Your lecture notices are always 
inserted if they reach us on Tuesday mornings. Delay on 
your part does not involve blame on ours. We cannot, how
ever, insert lengthy communications under that heading; 
but we are always willing to givo a paragraph to anything 
special.

J. IIoopeb, secretary of the Nottingham Branch N.S.S., desires 
all Freethinkers in the locality to meet at the Secular Hall, 
Beck-street, on Sunday, Aug. 21, at 7.30 p.m., when impor
tant business will be brought forward.

J. Close.— See paragraph.
W. T. Leekey.—Mr, Guest had already written to us. See 

“ Acid Drops.” No doubt the Islington station will be well 
supported.

W. Habdakeb.— Thanks. See paragraph.
W . A . Lill .— See answer to Mr. R iberts. We insert notices 

that reach us, and cannot be responsible for their non-arrival.
T. E. (Heaton).— We printed the Irish story about two years 

ago; the Peter and the cock story several years earlier. Like 
friend Solomon, we begin to feel there is nothing new under 
the sun.

Y oung Rkcbuit.— Thanks for the second subscription. Your 
suggestion is a good one.

W . Rudd.— See “  Acid Drops.”
Fbiends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 

marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention
Papkes Received.— Der Lichtfreund— Boston Investigator- 

Open Court— Freidenker— Two Worlds— Der Arme Teufel 
— Liberty— Liberator— Progressive Thinker— Flying Sword 
— Hongkong Telegraph— Johannesburg Star— Paisley and 
Renfrewshire Gazette— Cape Times— Natal Observer— Echo 
— Barnsley Chronicle— Twentieth Century— People’s Friend 
— Sheffield and Rotherham Independent— Liverpool Football 
— Clarion.

LiTEBAnY communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.C. A ll business communi
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Scale op Advebtisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6 d .; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements: —  
One inch, 3 s .; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

Oobbespondencb should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in tho current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free, at the following rates, prepaid :— One Year, 6s. 6 d .; 
Half Year, 3s. 3 d .; Threo Months, Is. 7id .

I t being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the numbor in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription expires.

S U G A R __ P L U M S .
“ Did We Live before We were B orn ?”  is the title of 

Mr. Footes’ lecture at the London Hall of Science this 
evening (Aug. 21). His investigation of the question should 
interest Christians, Spiritualists, and Theosophists, as well 
as Freethinkers. It may also attract our Hindu readers 
in London. _____

The Failsworth Secular Sunday-school held its Annual 
Services on Sunday. Despite the rain, which must have pre
vented many persons from attending, the large hall was 
crowded both afternoon and evening, and excellent collections 
were made on behalf of the School Funds. Hymns and glees 
were sung very finely by the choir, which is admirably well 
trained ; and the rendering of musical selections by the band 
was deservedly applauded. Mr. Foote delivered two addresses 
on “  Men, Women, and Children : the Real Trinity ”  and 
a The Religion of Humanity.”  lie had to adapt himself to 
an unusually mixed audience of both sexes and all ages. 
Whether he quite succeeded is difficult to say ; but the ladies 
looked certainly interested, and the children readily caught 
up the lighter parts of tho lecture. Altogether, the Fails
worth friends congratulated themselves on a very successful 
dav. They regretted the wretchedness of the weather, but 
they are used to rain in that district. It comes, like the 
American voter, early and often.

We wish some of the Secular Societies in England could 
take a lesson from the Failsworth Secularists, who devote a 
great deal of time and energy to their Sunday-school, and are 
justly proud of the result. It was very pleasant to see those 
bright young faces on tho platform, and to hear those fresh 
young voices joining in harmony with the deeper notes of 
their elders. _ _ _

Mr. Charles Watts had three splendid audiences in Liver* 
pool last Sunday. The frequent outbreak of applause, which
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it is reported was repeated again and again at each meeting, 
was a proof of the appreciation upon the part of the meetings 
of Mr. Watts’ efforts. Discussion followed each lecture. To
day (Aug. 21) Mr. Watts lectures three times in Manchester.

Mr. Watts has written two special articles upon the recent 
proceedings of the British Association at Edinburgh. The 
first article will appear in our nest issue.

“  Fbeethinkee ”  Sustentation Fund.— G. F. Wenborn, 
£1 ; W. H. L., 10s.; A. Tripp, 5 s .; P. K , £ 1 ;  T. Foreman, 
10s.; W. Riddell, 10s.; J. C., 2s. 6 d .; Young Recruit, 2s. Gd.

We do not intend— and we said so at the cutset— to go on 
for ever appealing to the wealthier members of the Secular 
party to support our Sustentation Fund, so that we may 
continue to let the poorer members have the paper for a 
penny. We have laid the case before them, and they must 
take their own course. Personally, we should lose nothing by 
raising the price ; on the contrary, we should gain; for we 
are confident that quite seventy-five per cent, of our readers 
would take the paper at twopence. But wo should be 
extremely sorry to lose the odd twenty-five per cent, of our 
readers, whose connexion with the party would be to some 
extent imperilled ; and, of course, a less of circulation— even 
if the change bring financial profit— is a loss of influence.

We may as well state that a hundred pounds would 
need to be subscribed within the next few weeks to make 
us feel that the present arrangement should be continued. 
Promises of contingent assistance are valuable in their 
way, but expenses have to be met meanwhile—out of pocket 
expenses at any rate. Our present stock of paper will 
last for a month or so, and before we give the order 
for a fresh lot we should like to be in a position to decide 
our future course.

Mr. W. Heaford is on a lecturing tour. On Saturday 
(Aug. 13) he addressed a large audience in the Market-place, 
Huddersfield. On Sunday morning he lectured to another 
very large open-air meeting in Stephenson-square, Manchester. 
Ilis afternoon lecture was cut short by the rain. In the 
evening Mr. Heaford spoke to a good audience (considering 
the weather) in the Secular Hall. Both in matter and 
manner he gave great and general satisfaction.

Mr. Wheeler’s article on “  Shelley as a Freethinker ”  is 
reprinted in the Twentieth Century for August 4.

Secular Thought notices Mr. Wheeler’s Bible Studies, and 
says his acute Bible criticisms have long been a marked 
feature of the Freethinker. It reproducás almost in full Mr. 
Foote’s preface to the volume.

“ We are sorry to see,”  Secular Thought says, “ that 
our valued contemporary, the London Freethinker, is obliged 
to make a special appeal for aid in continuing its publication. 
It also expresses a hope that “  the friends of Freethought 
will rally to the support of such a gallant, vigorous, and 
able champion.”  We are obliged to our Canadian con
temporary for its cordial good wishts. It is mistaken) 
however, in supposing that we ask for aid in continuing 
the Freethinker. What we ask for is aid in continuing 
it at the popular price of one penny. We could sell 
enough at twopence to pay, but we are loth to cut off 
a couple of thousand readers.

Mr. Moncure D. Conway’s Life o f  Thomas Paine is now 
published, and Colonel Ingersoll makes it the text of a long 
and eloquent article in the North American Review. Mre 
have reprinted it in pamphlet form under the title of Point
the Pioneer.

The residence at the Polygon, Clarendon-square, Somers 
Town, where Godwin wrote Political Justice and Mary Woll* 
stonecraft her Vindication o f  the Rights o f  Women is being 
cleared away for buildings for the accommodation of the 
employes of the Midland Railway. Both Godwin and his 
wife were buried in the adjacent graveyard of Old St. Pancras.

The Town Council of Sunderland, on the motion of Mr* 
Calvert, has decided that the Borough Museum, Art Gallery* 
and Library shall in future bo open on Sundays. There wa* 
an animated discussion in which, of course, the bogie of thfl 
dreadful Continental Sunday was trotted out, but securely 
laid by Messrs. Storey, Roche, Turnbull, Harrison and tb0 
Mayor. The motion was carried by three, without the vot® 
of the Mayor, and the result was receivod with loud cheers.

STOCK ARGUM ENTS AND OBJECTIONS.

Mr. A. B. Moss has been holidaying and lecturing in the 
south of England. At Portsmouth ho spoke in tho Secular 
Hall, and out of doors at Southampton, where he had a largo 
and orderly audienco of well-dressed people who bought a 
considerable quantity of his pamphlets. At Basingstoke last 
Sunday he had another large open-air audienco and a good 
reception. Basingstoke is becoming a working centre of the 
South Western Railway Company, and promises to become 
also a centre of Freethought activity.

The Battersea Branch goes on an Excursion by brakes to 
Riddlesdown next Sunday, Aug. 28, starting from the Secular 
Hall punctually at 10 a m., returning at 7 p.m. Tiokots 
2s. Gd. each. Friends wanting tickets must apply at once to 
Mr. F. Mullins, 4 Pulford-terrace, Pimlico, S.W., or at the 
Secular Hall and at the outdoor lecture station.

Tho Manchester Brauch’s annual picnic takes placo next 
Sunday (Aug. 28). ’Buses start from tho Secular Hall at 
10 30. Dinner will be provided at the “ Bull’s Head,”  
Lymm, at 2. The tickets are 4 s .; children half price. 
Early application should bo made to members of the Com
mittee, or to tho president, M r A. Hemingway, 25 Higher 
Chatham-street.

A pleasuro party of Freethinkers and broad-minded Chris
tians went from Willington to Stanhope on Sunday. At 
Wolsingham the party was joined by several local “  saints.”  
The weather was delightful, and the merry excursionists 
surprised tho orthodox people on the road by singing pieces 
that were by no means sacred. A  good deal of Secular 
literature was distributed, the Freethinker being often oagerly 
accepted.

Freethinkers of the Finsbury Park Branch and in the 
neighborhood are requested to attend the meetings in the 
park on Sunday, as an organised opposition is threatened.

A Freeth in k er  who undertakes to demonstrate th® 
irrational character of orthodox Christianity, aud to def®0“ 
against all comers the reasonableness of his own vie"'9’ 
takes upon himself a task that requires at once a W S e 
degree of patience, tact, good temper, and sound sense.

Public advocates o f an unpopular cause need veD 
different qualities from those who are merely callod up0® 
from time to time to defend their belief in prir" 
conversations with friends.

Tho public advocate has to think of the impre~ 
ho is likely to make, and whilst adhering strictly to wba 
he believes to bo true, should always endeavor to prese1 
that aspect of the case which is likely to impress 
audienco favorably, and to carry with it evidence of 1 
earnestness and sincerity of tho speaker. ^

The Freethinker, in private, may adopt any codf 
ho may think wise in defending his principles, f° r 
is then speaking for himself alone and not as the rej j f  
sontative of an organised body o f thinkers. And 
he fails to make a good impression ho alone has to suffef" 

Now there are certain stock arguments and object;  ̂
that we find used both publicly and privately by C hrist'^  
when the questions in dispute between believers, 
unbelievers come up for discussion. When theFreothm
begins his attack upon Christianity and points out ■ 
numerous contradictions and absurdities, the ,r! [̂,|y 
invariably retorts by saying that it seems to him h>g 
presumptuous on the part of an obscure Freethinke 
call in question tho accuracy o f a faith that has ^ 
and is accoptcd by all tho greatest scholars in the Nf, 
“  Look,”  for instance, they will oxclaim, “  at a 
scholar like Mr. Gladstone; the Freethinker c ' ap 
say that he is a fo o l ; he understands Greek, ,aI! 0jty* 
translate Ilomer, and yet he believes in Chris _,tbe? 
And look at all tho great scholars in the Churc i ¡tb 
all believo. Surely you do not charge the
hypocrisy ? Answer that if you can 1 ”
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Then the Freethinker makes essay. He points out, in 
the first place, that scholarship has •nothing to do with the 
question ; and secondly, that there are plenty of learned  
fools in the world. He illustrates this by pointing to the 
fact that many learned men profess to believe that three 
times one make o n e ; and that there are hundreds of 
uncultured persons who have too much good sense to 
believe in such nonsense. He further points out that the 
truth or falsity bf a proposition is rarely determined by 
scholarship, but almost invariably by logic or common 
sense.

Then turning to the question of Mr. Gladstone’ s belief he 
ks, “ Does M r. Gladstone believe in a personal Devil ? 

■Does he believe in hell fire ? Does he believe in and 
practise all the teachings of Jesus ?”  It then becomes an 
easy matter to show that Mr. Gladstone only believes in 
such portions of the Old and New Testaments as he 
regards as reasonable and rejects all the re s t ; in other 
jjords, that he is a Freethinker up to a certain point, and, 
if orthodox Christianity be true, is as much liable to ever
lasting incarceration in hell-fire as any Freethinker in 
existence. Moreover, M r. Gladstone is decidedly unChris- 
. n in practice. To suit the exigencies of a political 

situation he is prepared to disregard any or all o f the 
doctrines of his blessed Lord and Master; and often he 
acta ns though the “  Almighty God,”  of whom he so glibly 
nnd frequently talks, had no existence outside the imagina
tions of men. For was it not Mr. Gladstone who put the 
English army in the field to exterminate poor Egyptians, 
 ̂ °> as he himself subsequently said, “  were rightly 

? ruggling to be free ”  ? n o w  could a Christian who believed 
la j 0 doctrine of “  resist not evil ”  do this ? Besides, how 
°uld he believe in an almighty and all-good God who 
°uld allow him to destroy an inoffensive and defenceless 

Pe°ple by all the insidious modes of modern warfare ? The 
is, all Mr. Gladstone’s beliefs are subject to certain 

ental reservations ; in other words, to certain alterations 
ase(luent upon the constantly changing circumstances 
d conditions of life. In one sense, Mr. Gladstone is like 
0 American politician who exclaimed, at the end of a 

r'ef address, “ Them’s my principles, gentlem en; but if 
you don’t like ’em they can be altered." And, as a matter 

acL Mr. Gladstone’s views are modified and altered
fr0m time to tTmeL to bring them in harm ony with altered
conditions of life. . . . .

“  Anyhow,”  the Christian will exclaim, “  if Christianity 
possesses defects—which nobody can deny— it is a good 
r0bgion nevertheless; for it has led many a man and 
^oman to live noble lives, ever devoted to human well- 
boing. D  waa good enough for my father and mothei, 
an<f it is good enough for mo.”  To this the Freethinker 
ltlay  retort, that false religions havo often found noble and 
UnselGsh dovoteea; and that a high ideal o f human duty 
au.d character may often exist in tho mind side by side 
^ b  the grossest superstitions. Besides, it does not follow 

at> because one form o f belief was suitable to oui 
orefathers. thernfnm j[ ¡g suitable to us to-day. Tho

stage-coach as a modo'^of conveyance was W jb le t o ^ e
requirements of our fathers, but tho rail >>

rapid enough to satisfy the which i3 not sus-
to-day. And an ancient b u  ,

, - . . * 
enough to satisfy tho desires of the busy enterprising 

toan of to-day. And an ancient belief, which is not s” " 
coptiblo of growth must gradually but inevitably decay 
. “  Well, but religion must be true ; things could not come 

themselves,”  the C
must be tru e ;

Christian will exclaim almost in despair, 
must be a first cause.”  A  first cause to what ? 

“  To this world— the earth on which we live.” 
earth ' '  ’ Sâ S Freethinker, tho present form of the 
- >s not eternal; there is evidence enough to show that

There 
y°u ask. 
Certainly,

thro eartb waa once a molten mass of matter, which was 
becaWn ° ^ / rom the sun ; and that through loss of heat it 
Wa 'fnQ 8°bd  on the outside, and thus the crust of the earth 
c .l ormed. But if the form of the earth has changed th«
substance of it remains the same, for
^destructible and therefore eternal.

<( a u • i - -  -

the
oed, the 

elements are

"  Ah 1 but God gave tho elements that quality when lie 
oreated them.”  And who or what gave God his qualities r 
“  you must have a first cause you must havo a cause for 
God, and a cause for tho causer of tied, and so on ad  in fi
n itu m  ; and seo where that would land you.

“  Oh,”  exclaims the Christians, as a final sh o t; “  suppose 
Christianity be false, even then I  am as well off as you, 
for death will end a ll; on the other hand, if Christianity 
turns out to be true, I am the gainer. But how will you 
stand?”  To which tho Freethinker will at once reply, that

in the presence of a good, wise, and just Deity, who esti
mates men according to their actions, he will not fear the 
judgm ent; on the other hand, if God be not just or good 
he is just as likely to send the Christian to hell as he is any 
unbeliever. Therefore the Freethinker is on the safe side 
after a ll ; for he takes the responsibility of his actions upon 
himself and does not shift the burden on to other shoulders; 
he neither expects nor desires the innocent to suffer for the 
guilty ; and in the presence of a good, w be, and just God, 
the earnest, honest Freethinker as much deserves to hear 
the words “  W ell done, good and faithful servant” as the 
best Christian the world is likely to produce.

Arthur B. Moss.

G O D .
A n infinite God is a wonderful thing!

He plans, and creates, and maintains;
He causes the buds to be born in the spring,

And poisonous gas in the drains.

He makes all the smiles that hypocrisy wreathes, 
The tears that a crocodile sheds,

And each distant nebulous system that seethes, 
Whilst counting the hairs of our heads.

This God, simultaneously, ev’rywhere is,
He’s up, down, and sideways a3 w ell:

In brandy-balls, bacon and bottles of “ fhz ”  ;
In Talmage, and tapeworms, and hell.

All order would vanish if God ceased to b e :
No sparrow could fall to the ground ;

Exploiters and parsons would all be at sea,
And stars would be “ fooling around.”

But, God is in all things, and order supreme 
Keeps ev’rything right in its place :

The stave in his bondage, the fiy in the cream,
And honesty last in the race.

This God he is good, and he never will change ;
He sends— that the world might be blest—

The cholera, parsons, kings, glanders and mange, 
Yea, all that ho knows to be best.

0  cancers, and microbes, and parasites a ll !
Blest servants of God and of man!

With you all we cripples in gratitude fall,
And praise his beneficent plan.

If humbly, with childlike devotion, wo try 
To praise him by night and by day,

From God we’ll receive, in tho “ sweot by-and-bye, 
Ta-ra-ra, if not Boom-de-ay 1

G. L. M ackenzie,

NOT COMPLIMENTARY.
Mr. L -------, a clergyman, had accepted an invitation

to talk to tho patients of an insane asylum. In his address 
he said ho tried to talk on subjects they could grasp 
readily, using language that was simple. One of these 
subjects treated was that of the mothers who threw their 
children into tho Ganges, thinking they were appeasing 
the wrath of the gods. During his talk about this, Mr.
L ------  noticed ono of his congregation, a man who had
his eyes riveted upon him. The man’s face was a study. 
Ilis attitude was so direct and so fiendish that it annoyed
tho speaker. After tho discourse Mr. L ------  went among
the patients. Ho met the man with the glaring eyes 
and took his hand. Tho minister told him he had noticed 
his closo attention to some portion of tho sermon. “  I
noticed,” said Mr. L ------ , “ that you were particularly
interested when I spoko about the mothers throwing 
their babes into the Ganges, I would like to know, my 
good fellow, what was passing through your mind while 
I was talking on this subject.”  The maniac glared again 
at the preacher and replied : “  I was wondering why 
your mother didn't throw you in.”—Snohomish K\jt.

Some time ago a parish ministor met an old man of ninety- 
two. “  Dear me, John, I scarcely expected you to have come 
last Sunday two miles when the snow was so deep, and when 
few even in the villago attended.”  “  'Deed, sir,”  was the 
reply, “  ye see I wadua been there mysel’ if I hadna been 
neodin’ snuff.”
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TOBACCO AND RELIGION.

A l l  devotees of St. Nicotine are not aware that their burnt 
offerings are of the nature of a religious rite. That this is 
so will not surprise those who have studied the religions o;' 
early man, and know how these faiths entwined themselves 
with every action of daily life. Among the American 
Indians, with whom the habit of tobacco smoking originated 
there is much evidence that it partook of a religious 
character.

Longfellow, in The Song o f  H iaw ath a , has told the 
Indian legend how Gitchi Manito, the creator of the 
nations, at the great Red Pipe-stone Quarry, made a pipe 
and smoked it as a signal assembling the tribes, whom he 
told to henceforth smoke their pipes in peace together.

And in silence all the warriors 
Broke the redstone of the quarry,
Smoothed and formed it into Peace-pipes,
Broke the loDg reeds by the river,
Decked them with their brightest feathers,
And departed each one homeward.

While the Master of Life, ascending,
Through the opening of cloud-curtains,
Through the door-ways of the heaven,
Vanished from before their faces,
In the smoke that rolled around him,
The Pukwana of the Peace-pipe.

The Red Pipe-stone Quarry was held to be neutral 
ground between the ever-warring tribes of Indians. The 
Sioux thus tell how the peace-pipe was instituted. “  Many 
ages after making the red man, when all the tribes were at 
war, the Great Spirit called them together at the Red Rocks 
He stood on the top of the rocks, and the red nations were 
assembled on the plain below. He took out of the rock a 
piece of the red stone and made a large pipe. He smoked 
it over them a ll; told them that it was a part Of their 
flesh; that though they were at war, they must meet at 
this place as friends; that it belonged to them all ; that 
they must make their calumets from it, and smoke them to 
him whenever they wished to appease him or get his good 
will.”  The pipe was thus associated with all that was 
most elevated in the lives of these savage races.

Captain John G. Bourko, in his “  Notes upon the^Religion 
o f the Apache Indians ”  (F o lk  L ore , Dec. 1891,"p. 427), 
says : “  Smoking is at all times an act of praise, or prayer, 
or a thank-offering, and this whether among the Indians of 
the great plains of the Missouri or the fierce denizens of the 
mountains o f Arizona and Sonora. When an Apache smokes 
he blows first to the sky, then to the earih, then in a hori
zontal plane to the four winds, making a sucking, grunting 
noise with each motion; then he prays as follow s: ‘ Be 
good, 0  sun ; keep me from death. Be good, 0  ghosts of 
my fathers ; keep me from death. Let me not sicken. Be 
good, 0  great mother earth ; keep me from harm. Be good,
0  ye wiuds ; keep me from chills and fevers.” ’

Dr. Wilson says ( P reh istoric  M a n , vol. ¡., p. 887): “  An 
offering of tobacco is the usual gift to the spirits, and it 
appears to have been employed in similar acts of worship 
from the earliest period of intercourse with Europeans.”  
In the narrative o f the voyage of Drake in 1572, it is 
stated that the natives brought a little basket made of 
rushes, and filled with an herb which they called tohak. 
This was regarded as a propitiary offerin g ; and the writer 
subsequently notes, they ‘ ‘ camo now the second time to us, 
bringing with them, as before had been done, feathers and 
bags of tuhak for presents, or, rather, indeed, for sacrifices, 
upon the persuasion that we were gods.”

Picart, speaking o f the people o f Hudson’s Bay, sa y s :
“  Les Sauvages dont nous parlous somblent reconnoitre le 
Soleil pour le Souverain Maitro de I’ Univers. Ils I’encensent 
avec du tabac, et cela s'apelle chez eux fum er to Soldi."* 

Thomas Ilariot, who accompanied Sir Walter Raleigh, 
in his narrative o f the discovery of Virginia in 1584, des- 
cribes the use of tabacco, called by the natives uppowoc, 
and enlarges on its virtues. H e says : “  This uppow oc  is 
o f so precious estimation amongst them that they think 
their gods are marvellously delighted therewith ; where
upon, sometimes they make hallowed fire1* and cast some 
of the powder therein for a sacrifice.’ ’ Dr. Andrew Wilson, 
citing this, says : “  The discovery o f unmistakable evidence

that one of the sacred altars of ‘ Mound City ’ was specially 
devoted to nicotian rites and offerings, renders such 
allusions peculiarly significant. In the belief of the ancient 
worshippers, the Great Spirit smelled a sweet savor in the 
smoke o f the sacred plant; and the homely implements of 
modern luxury became in their hands a sacred censer, from 
which the vapor rose with as fitting propitiatory odors as 
that which perfumes the awful precincts of the cathedral 
altar, amid the mysteries of the Church’s high and holy 
days.” t

Jahveh, we know, delighted to smell a sweet savor 
(Gen. viii. 21). But he never knew the whiff of Golden 
Cloud, and neither Jesus Christ nor Julius Cmsar ever 
tasted the fragrance of a fine cigar. Both the word spirit 
and the idea which it conveys is derived from the breath, 
and from its association with breath the vapor of tobacco 
took a spiritual signification. The smoke of sacrifice 
represented a mode of spiritual communion from the breath 
below to the breath above. The Jews were commanded 
to burn a perpetual incense before the Lord (Exodus xxx. 
7 -8 ; Lev. xvi. 13) Its ingredients were calculated to 
destroy the smell of the sacrifices o f blood. Had they 
known tobacco they would probably have used it, though 
the Lord killed Nadab and Abihu for offering him “  strange 
fire ”  (Lev. x, 1).

Gerald Massey says :—
“  The smokers and fumigator3 with tobacco were inhaling 

spirit and in-breathing an inspiring life, a delirium of delight. 
Intoxication by tobacco was held by the North American 
Indians to be a supernatural ecstasy in which they saw 
spirits, as did the Brazilian sorcerers by the same means. 
Breath, breathing, vapor, were synonyms of the Spirit, and 
the North American Indian yet adores the Great Spirit, the 
master of breath, by breathing the smoke of his tobacco 
pipe towards tho sun.” J

Smoking is a lu xu ry ; some think a vice ; but in aDy 
case, it is one which can claim “  the Eanctity of religion.”

J. M. W.

THE ELDER’S SERMON. 
By S. W. F oss.

• Ceremoniea et Coutume* ReUgieutei da tous U* Peupla* du Monda, 
tom. VJ., p, 78.

Our elder told us yesterday wo had not learned to livo 
Until we learned how blessed ’tis to pardon and forgive ;
The dear, sweet, precious words he spake like heavenly manna 

fe ll;
Tho perfect peace they brought our hearts no human words 

can tell.

“ Love brings millennial peace,”  ho said ; and, though roj 
lips were dumb,

I still kopt shouting in my soul, “ Araon, and let it com o! ’ 
‘ When men forgive all other men, the year of jubilee 

Will dawn upon the world,”  he said. I said, “  So let it be-

So, love your neighbor as yourself,” he then began again ; 
And Silas Fbz, across tho aisle, he shouted out “  Amen 1 ’ ’ 
What right had he to yell “  Amen,”  the low-tonod, mca6' /  

hound 1
Who took my cow, my now milch cow, and locked l*°r 

in the pound ?

The low-down, raw-boned, homely crank, a lunk-head, and 
a lout,

Whose love, and grace, and heart and soul have all bfC 
rusted out—

To sit there in tho sanctuary and holler out “  Amen 1 ”
If I could choke the rascal once, he’d never shout again 1

One day his dog camo by my house, I called the bruto insid^ 
Gave him a chunk of meat to eat, and he crawled 0 

and died. -.m
He just crawled off and died right then. Says I, 

let him see, „
No long-legged simpleton like him can get the best of me-

But, oh, that sermon— I would love to hear it preached ag‘‘ ir’ 
About forgiveness, charity, and love of follow-men.
I should have felt as if I basked in heaven's especial *ml 
If that blamed villain, Bilas Fitz, hadn’t sat across tho a'8 

—Yankee Blade.

t Pre.hiitorio Man, vol. i., p. 301. 
J Maturai Genette, vol. i., p. 157.
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B O O K  C H A T . P R O F A N E  J O K E S .
Dr. R. Bithell publishes through Watts and Co., London, 

a Handbook o j Scientific Agnosticism (2s.) He informs us 
that  ̂ his previous writings have expressed his personal 
opinions, but this volume has been “  subjected to the revision 
of a Committee.”  He does not say who the committee are : 
so that, although they are “ responsible to a large extent for 
the opinions herein recorded,”  it does not by any means 
tollow that the book is representative of the general body of 
persons who favor the term of Agnostic.

# * *
The first part of Dr. Bithell’s volume is only a summary 

statement of the experiential philosophy. We hardly think 
there was a need for it, and wo do not see its special con
nection with Agnosticism. When the author comes to 

Relativity”  he is confused, uncertain, or timid. He says 
hat all dogmas about the Unconditioned, the Absolute, etc., 

niust be “  received with the greatest caution.”  But it follows 
tom all he has written up to this point that all dogmas are 

^philosophical; and he goes on to declare that we have 
no means of verifying ”  dogmas about the Absolute, nay, 
at “ nothing can be known”  respecting it. Clearly, there- 

.,°re’ ,on ^is own showing these dogmas should not be 
received ”  at all, even with the “  greatest caution,” but 

peremptorily rejected.
* * *

Mr. Oscar Wilde, in one of his early poems, said that he 
8 neither on God’s side nor against him ; he stood aloof 

gn hatched. Dr. Bithell, who is much older, assumes the 
e attitude ; only he has a sneaking fondness for the 

mighty, which breaks out in all sorts of curious ways, 
^gnosticism is not “  antagonistic”  to theology, but “ critical.”  
“  80tne persons “ calling themselves Agnostics”  who
t^a. mere name of God or Christ will bristle up and flash 
t h lr f,Je8 as though a rattlesnake had been turned loose upon 
 ̂ ta' „Dr. Bithell does not bristle or flish, so with “ such 
rsons ”  he has “  no sympathy ”— and they must bear the

“ »»fortune a. they can.

,j ,e Agnosticism of Dr. Bithell is a misnomer. It is 
he  ̂  ̂ a ôrm Theism. He believes in God, though 
k n o ^ u ^ 8 Deity “ as in his nature and essence un- 
a b n 6'”  He ‘ s “  Dm*1 Power ”  which “  for lack of
apDe CF nanao wo mostly agree in calling God It also 
view th ^ r‘ Dithell endorses the Rev. J. W. Drwson’s 
a, y “ the true attitude”  towards such Christian dogmas 
rey 8 incarnation and R-surrection is “ the attitude of a 
ex I . Agnosticism.”  But what this is he does not 
place' ” f’ <ant  ̂ w^en epithet “ reverent”  gets into the 
of * ?. “  8c>entific ”  the Agnosticism it qualifies is a species

8entimentalism.
M * * *

the Harris announces the discovery of a new text of
°neht ^ r*ac Version of the Gospels. The Syriac Version 
•delight ^  ° ^ 6r ^ an t 1̂0 Hre°k. hut is not. Still, valuable 
the * ,S ma^ cxPected from the new discovery. One of 
that wrifU8 brings m the old Syriac Version, tho Peshito, is 
Only e°i *n<̂  no Deter in tho Gospels or Paul’s epistles, but 
Enlikei CI? cuta> or Simon, and Kepha, or Cephas. It is 
Deter’ ^  ^esus 8poke Aramaic, ho would make a pun on 
the J  *JaH10 in Greek ; a consideration which suggests that 
to p , ° . Pa88age concerning giving the keys of the kingdom 

6 er 13 a later interpolation.
Th * * *

case \ author of Revelations o f  Antichrist, thus puts the 
of a p ? ut Deter : »  A Galilean Messiah makes a proselyte 
say; “ herman named Shemoun and rechristens him Kepha, 
Scf s(p .“ ‘ at ho wants to build a church on that kepha. 
By.a * tho story, which by degrees grows into a Gospel, 
iaith h " ^  the Greek and Roman converts to the Messianic 
a , ec° m° acquainted with the Syrian legend, and wanting 
tran86 C. their own on which to erect their church, they 
to p i 0 the Syriac Gospels into Greek, changing Kepha 
di8cj °1 r°8’ aad making Jesus talk Greek to his humble 
° f ton6S 6i>° are en(lowe(l  w‘ th the miraculous gift

HOW TO HELP US.
(1> Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

(2) G e t^ u r  newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker 
and try to Bell them, guaranteeing to take tho Otpios 
that remain unsold.

Revivalist— “  Don’t you ever feel a yearning for something 
higher than the mere things of this earth?”  Jaggs— “ Not 
much. I have lived on the top floor of a twelve-story flat, 
and the elevator stops running at ten o’clock.”

He— “ Do you know, after hearing Tom Jones preach, I ’ve 
a mind to abandon the study of law and become an evange
list.”  She— “ Why don’t you ? That’s the only profession 
where a bad past record becomes a feather in one’s cap.”

A schoolboy, asked what Bible knowledge he had acquired, 
summed it up thusly— “  Once on a time God made Adam of 
nothing, and woman from his rib. Then he sent a flood and 
drowned everybody ’cept those in Noah’s ark, and Noah got 
drunk and cursed Ham in his tent.”

A three year old girl accompanied her mother to witness 
a baptism ; the next day, arranging her dolls along the 
edge of the bath-tub, she prepared one of them for im
mersion. Her mother advanced within listening distance, 
and heard the following address to the candidate: “  I now 
baptise you in the name of the father, and the son, and 
into the hole you go.”

SUNDAY M EETINGS.
(Noli«» of Leeturei, etc., must reach ut by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on vost.card.1
Secretaries may send in a month’s list of leettires in advance, 

LONDON.
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): Sun- 

day and Tuesday at 8.15, social gatherings. Wednesday at 8, 
dramatic class (members wanted). Thursday at 8, committee.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road: 8, 
0. J. Steinberg will lecture. Monday at 8.30, C. Cohen’s science 
class (physical geography). Saturday at 7.30, dancing.

Camberwell— 61 New Church.road, 8 .E .: 5.30, debating class; 
7.30, Mrs. Annie Besant, “  Miracles and Modern Science.”

Hall ol Bcience, 142 Old-street, E.O.: 7.30, G. W . Foote, «D id  
we Live before we were Born ?”

O t in -a ir  P ropasanda .
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, A. Johnson, “ Pagan and Christian 

Gods” ; 7, C. J. Hunt, “ The Bible God.”
Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11.15, C. J. Hunt 

will lecture.
Camberwell—Station-road: 11.30, H. Snell, "Christianity at 

the Bar ot Science.”
Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, F. Haslam, "B ib le  Stories: are 

they True ?"
Columbia-road (near Columbia Market), Hackney-road: 11.15, 

H. Courtney, «  Peace on Earth.”
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. Cohen will lecture.
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): J.Fagan, 11.30, “ Recan

tation ’’ ; 3.30,«» What is Sin P”
Hammersmith (corner of The Grove): Thursday at 8, 0. J. 

Hunt, “ After Death.”
Hammersmitb-bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, W . J. Ramsey, 

« Jesus and the Devi).’ '
Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, J.Rowuey, "T h e  Life of 

Christ.”
Kilburn— Salisbury-road (near Queen’s Park Station): 6.30, 

debate between Messrs. Doe aud Fagan on " I s  there any Efficacy 
in Prayer ?”

Kingsland Green (near Ball’s Pond-road): 11.30, J. B. Coppock, 
« Scientific Materialism."

Lambeth— New Cut (corner of Short-street): 11.30, R. Rosetti, 
“ The Bible and Science ”

Leyton (open space near Vicarage-road, High-road): 11.30, n 
lecture, “ Lux Mantli: a Criticism.”

Midland Arches (near Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, G. Standring, 
“ An Hour with the Bible.”

Mile End Waste: 11.30, 0 . Cohen, “ Missionaries.”
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, A . B. Moss, “ The Bible and Modern 

Thought.”
Plaistow Green: 6.30, R. Rosetti, “ The Bible and Science."
Regent’s Park (near Gloucester-gate): 3.30, C. Cohen will lecture.
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, 8. H. Alison will 

lecture.; 3.15, C. J. Hunt will lecture.
Walthamstow— Markhouse Common: 6,30, Mr. St.John, “ The 

Bible and Science.” Thursday at 7.45, C. Cohen will lecture.
Wood Green—Jolly Butchers-hill. 11.30, B. Hyatt, “  The Devil 

a Liar from the Beginning.”
COUNTRY.

Bristol—Shepherd’s Hall, Old Market-street: 7, Mr. Verney, 
“ The Rise of Science.’

Chatham —  Secular Hall, Queen’s.road, New Brompton: 7, 
J. J. Tavlor, “ The History of the Christian Devil."

Halstead ( Essex)-Co-operative Assembly Room: 6.30, Stanley 
Jones, “ The Fall of Man.”

Liverpool — Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street: 11, Tontine 
Society; 7, Harry Smith, “ The Btone which the Builders 
Rejected ” (Matt. xxi. 42-44).

Manchester N. 8. 8., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : Charles Watts, 11, “ The Throne and the Church" ; 
3, “  The Blight of Superstition ” ; 6.30, “  M an: his Origin, 
Nature, and Destiny.”

Plymouth— 100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.



542 The Freethinker, Angust 21, 1892.

Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: W . Heaford, 
S, “  The Consolations of Beligion ” ; 7, “  The Gospel of Free- 
thought."

South Shields— Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street; 
7, business meeting.

Open-aib Peopaganda.
Bingley— Main-street; 3, John Grange, “ Does Man Survive 

Death ?”
Blackburn—Market-square: Sam Standring, 11, “ The Bible 

and Labor ” ; 3, “  Jesus as a Savior ” ; 7, «  Can we Manage W ith
out Christianity ?”

Bradford— Upper Godwin-street: 6.30, 0 . Trumper will lecture.
Chatham — New-road (near Waghorn Memorial): 11, F. J. 

Boorman, “ Moses Refuted by Darwin.”
Halstead (Essex)— Market-hill: 2.45, Stanley Jones, “ Priests 

and Progress.”
Huddersfield— Market Cross; Saturday, Aug. 20, at 7.30, W . Hea

ford, “ Secularism and Christianity Compared.”
Nottingham— Sneinton Market: 11, debate between J. Hooper 

and Mr. Jones on “ Have the Scriptures Morally Benefitted Man
kind ?”

Sheffield (near the Monolith): 10.45, W. Heaford, “ The
Fallacies of Christianity ” ; if wet weather in the Hall of Science.

LECTU RERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
T ouzeau P aeeis , 28 Rivercourt-road, Hammersmith, London, 

W .—Sept. 4, Birmingham; 11, Hall of Science.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.— Aug. 21, m., Camberwell; 
28, e., Camberwell. Sept. 4, m., Mile End Waste; a., Victoria 
Park; 11, m., Bethnal Green; a., Regent’s Park; 18, m., Wood 
Green; 25, m. and e., Camberwell.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W .— 
All mornings booked to September.

A bthuk B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E. 
— Aug. 21, Westminster. Sept. 4, Camberwell; 11, Clerkenwell; 
18, Westminster; 25, Manchester. Oct. 2, Camberwell; 9, West
minster.

C. Coiien, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.— Aug. 
18, Walthamstow; 21, m.,Mile End ; a.,Regent's Park ; e.,Edmon
ton; 25, Walthamstow; 28 m., Battersea; a., Victoria Park; 
e., Walthamstow.

S am Standuing, 106 Oxford-road, All Saints’ Manchester__
Aug. 21, Blackburn; 28, Manchester. Sept. 4, Barnsley; 11, 
Grimsby; 18, Leicester; 25, Rochdale.

O. J. Steinberg, 103 Mile End-road, E__ Aug. 28, m., Bethnal
Green.

S. H. A lison, 52 Chant.street, Stratford, E. — Aug. 21, m., 
Victoria Park ; 28, m., Wood Green. Sept. 4, m., Columbia-road; 
11, m., Lambeth; e., Swaby’s ; 18, m., Battersea; a., Finsbury 
Park; 25, m., Bethnal Green. October, all mornings booked.

T. T iiurlow, 34 Wetherell-road, South Hackney__ Sept. 11, m.,
Kingsland Green.

J ames H ooper, 11 Upper Eldon-street, Sneinton, Nottingham.—  
Aug. 21, Nottingham; 28, Barnsley. Sept. 4, Nottingham.

Stanlet J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, K.C.—Aug. 21, 
Halstead; 28, m., Lambeth. Aug. 29 to Sept. 5, North Eastern 
Si eular Federation; Sept. 11, Edinburgh; 18, Aberdeen; 25, 
Glasgow. Oct. 1, Bradford ; 2, Grimsby; 9, Hull; 16, Sheffield; 
18, Cheltenham; 23, Bristol; 3 ', Cardiff. Nov. 3, Swansea; 6, 
Liverpool; 13, Manchester; 14, Pendlebury.

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without G d or King, by the Systematic 

WorshipofHumanity.” Newcastle-on-Tyne, Churchofliumaniiy, 
St. Mary’s-place. Service and addresses on Positivism every 
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.

ROMEorATHEIISM
The Great Alternative

B y G. W. FOOTE.
JPrice Threepence. Price Threepence.

THE AGE_ OF" REASON.
B y  THOM AS PAINE.

New Edition. W ith Preface by G. W. Foote.
Complete— ONE SIIILLINO.

CENTENARY EDITION
or

TH E RIGHTS OF MAN
B y  THOM AS PAINE.

With aPolitical Biography by J. M. W ukkleb.
Paper covers, Is, Bound in cloth, Ss,

AUTUMN &  WINTER PATTERNS
NOW READY in

OVERCOATINGS,
SUITINGS, 

I TROUSERINGS,
AND ALL KINDS OF

DRESS MATERIALS
Patterns on Approval, Post Free.

Mbs. Taylob, 41 Gilead-street, Kensington, Liverpool, writes 
on August 15, 1 8 9 2 People who give you one trial are 
certain to send further orders. I was never so well satisfied 
with anything of the kind as I was when I received the cloth 
last week.”

J. W. G 0 T T ,l6  VILLIEHS ST„ BRADFORD’

FAEETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.
All Orders to be sent, with remittance to R . F ordkr, S3 Stance tic? 
Street, London, E.O. Rato ojpostage— Orders under 3d., one halfpenny! 

orders under 6d., one penny. Orders over 6d. post free.

AVELING, Dr7 e T iL
Darwin Made Easy. Cloth ... . . ... 1 0

Dr. Avelingis a Fellow of the London University, 
and this is the best popular exposition of Darwinism 
extant.

BAGON, LORD
Pagan M ythology; or, tho Wisdom o f the Ancients 1

BENTHAIYI, JEREMY
The Church o f England Catechism Examined. A

trenchant analysis, in Bontham’s best manner, show
ing how tho Catochism is calculated to make chil
dren hypocrites or fools, if not worse. Sir Samuel 
Romilly was of opinion that tho work would bo 
prosecuted for blasphemy, though it_ escaped that 
fate in consequonco of tho writer’s eminence. With . 
a Biographical Profaco by J. M. Wheelor ... ... 1 k

Utilitarianism ... — ••• ••• 0 -
NEWMAN, CHARLES ROBERT

( Atheist brother of Cardinal Newman.)
Essays in Rationalism. With Preface by George Jacob fl 

llolyoako and Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheelor 1

PAINE, THOMAS
The Ago o f Reason. Now edition, with Profeco by 0

Miscellaneous Theological W orks... ... ... 1
Complete Theological Works, hound in cloth ... ®

Rights o f Man. With a Political Biography by J. M.
Wheeler. Paper covers ... ... ... J q

Bound in cloth ... ... ... ... ... ”

fl

SHELLEY
With anA Refutation o f Deism. In a Dialoguo.

Introduction by G. W. Footo ... ... ••• u

THOMSON, JAMES (B.V.) j 0
Satires and Profanities. Now edition ... .••• 1

Contents:—Tho Story of a Famous Old Jewish 
Firm ( Johovah, Son & C o.)—The Devil in tho Church 
of England— Religion in  the Rocky Mountains 
Christmas Eve in the Upper C irc le s— A C om m iss ion  
of Inquiry on Royalty— A Biblo Lesson on M on arch y  
—The Ono Thing Needful.

WHEELER, J. M.
Biographical Dictionary o f Freethinkers of all Agof* 7 c

and Nations. Handsomely bound iu cloth ••• Q l
Letters from Heaven ... ... — *y o 1
Letters from Hell ... ... ••• •”  _

BIBLE HEROES
B y G. W  FOOTE.

Handsomely Bound in Cloth. -
Price—TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPLNCL.
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INGERSOLL, ROBERT G.
Some Mistakes o f Moses. The only complete edition 

in England. Accurate as Colenso, and fascinating 
as a novel. 132pp.

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth. 
Defence o f Freethought. A five hours’ speech at the 

Trial of 0. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy ...
Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M. Wheeler
Rome or Reason ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning
Crimes against Criminals
Oration on W alt Whitman
Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paine
True Religion
The Three Philanthropists
Dove the Redeemer
Why am I an A gnostic? Parts I. and II., each 
God and the State

Faith and Fact. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field ... 0 2
■ God and Man. Second Reply to Dr. Field ... 0 2

The Dying Creed... 0 2
Creeds and Spirituality ... 0 1

1 0 The Limits o f Toleration. A Discussion with the
1 6 Hon. F. D. Condcrt and Gov. S. L. Woodford 0 2

Art and M orality 0 2
0 6 Do I  Blaspheme? 0 2
0 4 The Clergy and Common Sense .. 0 2
0 4 Social S alvation ... 0 2
0 3 Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s View 0 2
0 3 The Great Mistake 0 1
0 2 Live Topics 0 1
0 2 Myth and Miracle 0 1
0 2 Real Blasphemy ... 0 1
0 2 Repairing the Idol? 0 I
0 2 Christ and Miracles 0 1
0 2 The Household o f Faith ... 0 2

I N G E R S 0 L L 1 S M
Defended Against Archdeacon Farrar

By G. W .  F O O T E :

“ B I B L E  S T U D I E S ”
AN ESSAY ON

PHALLIC W O RSH IP & OTHER CURIOUS RITES &  CUSTOMS
By J. M. WHEELER.

Contents :— Phallic Worship Among the Jew3— Circumcision— Moses at the Inn— The Brazen S erp en t- 
Religion and Magic— Taboos— Blood Rites— Scapegoats—Trial by Ordeal— Bible Witchcraft— Saul’s Spiritualist 
Séance— Sacrifices—Passover— The Evolution of Jahveh— Joshua and the Sun— Hebrew Prophets— Old Testament 
Marriage— Song of Solomon— Sacred Seven.

Price 2s. 6d. Superior paper, illustrated, and bound in cloth. Price 2s. 6d.

LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, N E W  CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

strike of a Scx< or, Woman on Strike against the Male 
Box for her ^Magua Charter,” the absoluteownersypot her 
?wn person. One of the most advanced books ever published. 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexes. Hhould be read by every person. losWree W.Theosophy and tlio Law of Population. By Anmo Bcsant 

c Post free 2d. ,
B^xual Physioio^v for the Y oun g ; or, Scionco m Story. 

%  Ur. Pone. "¿;>)pp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
»» cloth, siiou d bo read by every young person. I ost tree 

m, 29 3d.
The Elements o f Social Science. Tho most comploto work 

°n sexual matters ever published. Should bo read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 60+ pages. Tost free 3s. 3d; 

r «o Radical Remedy in Social S c i e n c e ; or Bormng Bettor 
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con- 

-  ception. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.
Uvcr-PopUiation a Lecture delivered for the Sunday Locturo 

Society, under the title “ The Law of Population: its Mean- 
*n8 and Menace.” * By John M. Robertson. Post free _Jd.

* lain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Footo, JLlL ima.*.) em
bracing medicaf common sense. 909pp., w ltli 200 illustr.iUon..

-S^TSKTS, Tho Oau.«. IToysntlon and Curo o f T pi"«»*«»—The Food »  
Eat— iho Liquids wo Drink—The Atmosphere wo Livo in—The Clotnes we 
Woar-Had Habit, of OhtWrsn and Youth—Bad H lb t s o f  M a ^ ^  and 

Womanhood—Haxual Biarvatton—How to have Healthy Bablis—l m ate 
"ordHto Mon-lIUU>ry of Marrlags. etc. „  . . .  . ____

-i h»i book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plum 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
}ts readers better parents and better citizens through the 
Knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others.

Parent should be without this book. Useful for every- 
day reference. Post free Cs.

r- Foote’s Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 
Hie utmost importance to all who wi.h to enjoy life. 128pp., post free Is. Id.

Ahe W ife’s Handbook : How a Woman should order hcrHclf 
during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery; 
with Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
matters of importance necess iry to be known by Married 
Women. By I)r. H. A . Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. Tho only solution of 
the Social Problem. By Oxoiuensis. Post free 2|d.

Tho Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William Lint Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women. By A. Besant Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings o f T. R. Malthus, by 0 . R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. II. Post froo 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distribute t 
by Malthusians. Tost free 2d.

•Marriod L ife—Comfort or Misory ? A  dialogtio and splendid 
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai. 
thuslans. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdon.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alico
Vickery, Post free 2d.

•What do we Women W ant? By Jano Ilumo Clapperton.
Post free 2d.

•Tho Malthusian Movement—What is it? By Geo. Stand
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice W indeycr on tho Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The R ight to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor's Prayer. By 0 . Bradlaugh, M.P. Post freo ljd .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to tho Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone's

Defence of the Christian Religion, hhould be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Scientific 
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusado against Povorty. Tho 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd. 

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will be sent, on rccoipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A  complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope,
fry* To those willing to assist our propaganda I  shall be pleased to 
send eighty copies of either tj the pamphlet* marked (*), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of ts.
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Ready on Monday. PAINE THE PIONEER Ready on Monday.

AN ESSAY ON THE

Career and Writings of Thomas Paine
P r ic e  T w o p e n c e . B y c o l , r , g . 1 N G E R S Q L L .___  P r ic e  T w o p e n c e .

A REFUTATION OF DEISM -  PERCY B. SHELLEY
Price 4d. Wi^h an Introduction by G. W . FOOTE. Price 4d.

Price 2d.] MY RESURRECTION [Price 2d.

A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of Matthew
DISCOVERED AND PUBLISHED BY

G. W. FOOTE.
The Advertiser has for Sale the following (

HIGH CLASS WATCHES
Lady’s Genevas 20s., 25s., 30s.

Gent's English Levers by first-class London and 
Liverpool makers—40s., 5‘)s., 60s., 70s., 80s.

The whole of these are considerably below the usual 
price, being first class goods. Also some 

Good Second-hand Watches from 10s, upwards, 
ladies and gents. On receipt of cash I will forward 
one with warranty, and will exchange if not approved 
o f.— J ohn Meredith , 35 Horace-st., HalliweU, Bolton.

ESTABLISHED 1840.

A. CAMPBELL &  CO.,
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS, 

77 JAMAICA STREET,
GLASGOW.

Importers o f every Description cf Mnsical Instru
ments, Fittings, 8trings, etc All Kinds of Musical 
Instruments Tuned and fiepaired. Pianos. Har-| 
monium8. American Organs. Orguinettes. Flute and 
Brass Bands Supplied wish Full Seis of Instruments. 
3Iusic for Orguinette, Id. per Foot. Hundreds of 
Tunes to Select from. Agents for Messrs. Kolhler and 
Bon, Edinburgh J ames P B rowne. Proprietor, ;

OUR SPECIALITIES.
T H O U S A N D S  OF  T E S T I M O N I A L S .  
G ents’  I rish C ambric H andkerchiefs, 3s. 6d. 
per dozen; Ladies, 2s. 6d . ;  Hemstiiched 
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. M oney 
returned if not approved. Table and Bed

EVERY MAH HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. I. For Postal 

Order for Is. 2d,
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation ; Biliousness; Eczema; Black
heads and Pimples; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds ; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms; Tape Worms; The Itch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. II. Of the Author, 

for Postal Order for Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on ; The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh ; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Bleep and Sleepless
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Heulth Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, .Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,

MEDICAL ESS AYS. Vol. III. Post free from 
Author, for Postal Ordt-r for Is. 2d.

It contains articles on ; Health and Weallh ; No 
More Death; Youth; The Necessity f-r  Pure Air, aLd 
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fa-ting; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to judge 
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath > Properly, to Grow

21 BLANSHABD STREET, MANCHESTER.

W hy Women should he Secularists.
A LECTURE by Louisa Samson. Every 

wh> desires the moral advancement of 1
woman 

! h°r sex
»hould read it. Price 2Jd., post free, of the Author 
22 Paget-road, Stoke Newington, London, N. Parcels 
for distribution, Is 6d. per doz.

15 0;

SECOND-HAND BOOKS FOR SALE
FOR IMMEDIATE CASH.

L ifk and Letters or Ciiahle.s Darw in .
By his Son. 3 handsome voU.; por
traits ; published at 36s.............................

Darw in ’s J ournal of a Voyage R ound 
the W orld [Minerva Series], new 

H umboldt’s CohmoS. 2 vols., doth gilt...
Carpenter 's P hysiology, Human and 

Comparative. Illus. A fine copy 
H uxley ’s P hysiology. The best text

book forelementary students. Nearly new 
A dam 's Koman A ntiquities. 100 iilus...
Herodotus [Belok's], well bound 
Colexbo's Pentateuch Critically

E x a m in e d . P a r t i ......................................
T yndall’s Famous Belfast A ddress, 

with note., and additions ; cloth ; scarce 
Stew art ’s Elements of P hilosophy.

2 vols., half calf ... ... ... __________
Many other work, by Spencer, Darwin, Tyndal', «  Y  "
Proctor. also some pood novels end general literature. ÖIIOUI.D  ̂De ill 
to be sold cheap. 1.1st sent on application. Prices Couple in the 

include carriage. : the  number
KOMI ND POWNCKBV. 2« Kentish Town.rnnd. N w 
it UOilE FROM HOME*’ (for Freethinkers)..

1 C

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
B ible Morality : Its Teachings Shown to  be 

Contradictory and Defective as au 
Ethical Code.

A mass of most damaging facts, compiled in » 
graphic and interesting style. Admirably suited for 
wide circulation. Just out. Third and revised 
edition, price 3d.
Secularism : D estructive and  Constructive

24 pp., 3d.
T he T eachings of Secularism Compared 

with Orthodox Christianity. 96pp., 
Secularism ; I s it F ounded on R eason, a n d  

is it Sufficient to Meet the Needs oi 
Mankind ?

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax “  Evening 
M ail"  and Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by 
George Jacob Holjoake and Colonel Ingersoll and ah 
Introduction by Helen H. Gardner. 60 pp., Is, 

London:
Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.G* 

R. For(Jer, 28 Stonecutter.stroct, E.O.

Dutch and other Flowering; Bulbs
A T  Very Low Prices. Before purchasing for th0 

coming season, send forac^ pyof my catalog»»0, 
which will be pent post free. B. L. Coleman, 
and Bulb Merchant, Sandwich.

RUBBER STAMPS. f
Your Monogram to mark Linen °r 
Paper; two letters Is.; tbre0 
letters, Is. Gd ; any Name. Is* 8 
Box, Pad and Ink included. A»1 
kinds of Stamps. Patterns fr00: 
Carriage 2d. extra. F N-IKRTOB 
and CO., 92 Graccchurch 8tre0t* 
London. Agents wanted.

W. J. RendeH’s 
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.” ,

Uecommended by Mrs. Bezant in "  Law of PoPu'** 
Hon.” cage 83. and Dr. AHbutt in “  Wife's H»nJ' 
book," page 51. Made solely by J. P ullen, 15 Gtopl 
well.street, Clerkenwoll: 2s. Uo*.. post free (reducti°*j 
in larger quantities;. For particulars send stamp0“ 
envolope. UigglnsonV Syringe, with Vertical 
Reverse Current, 8s. 6d.. 4s. Gd. and fis. 6d. l::'
Palfrey * Powder, Is. 2d Quinine Compound, 1*•¿¡l 
Dr. Allbutfs Quinine Powders, 8s. doz. All pri°0*

|---------------------------------------------------------------------------- post free.
c CTANTON, the Peoples Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo- \ A / I P a n r l n l l

^  site Somerset House).—TEE Ttl on VULCANITE. v v  ■ -
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set. pi. Best quality. 4*. 15 Chadwdl Street, ClerkCllWell, E.b* 

” , each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hou's Noar the“  Angel."
(l whsn required, repairing or alterations in two hour«. |
6 If you pay more than lho above they are fancy 

charges. Toeth on platinum 7k. 6d. each, on )8c. | 
gold I5.i, at'ioying 2h. 6d., extraction Is., painless bj 
gas, 5k.

Linen at Wholesale Prices. , , i<4uiivi| w ulun
GORDON Sc CO., Agents for Irish Goods, Tali“ nTKcip~warm”i  Live,"to Livu'io«’ Yeari,‘ “to

— *-------- --------—  . ~~ Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Discuses: Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Ve’ns, Boils and Corbuncies, Sabaceouh 
Tumors or Wens. Hav Fever, Winter Cou^h, Chil
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

"  Hygienic Me d i c i n e . F o r  postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eye uponer to Drug Takers.

“  Rheumatism."—Its Causo and Cure, tost Free 
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.” —Post Freo for 7 stamps.
"  Consumption " —Its Natural Cure. Post I ’ree 7d. 
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Mon."—13 stamps.

All tho above can be got from
Dr. T. II. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish P lace,

M.1inchest Kit Square, London, W.
Pleaso mention this paper.]

THE

2 6 FAMILY LIMITOUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST

! k\!nVôm dU h ienTKerto S u l i t e  I ‘ " "aT m OSS, 30 Upper Park Street,
o f  t r  C K » Z  t  .  IBM NOTON, IXINDON. N.

Is. 6d. per doz., post free. .
For fortlier Particular« Bond .tamped direC

ly according
_  their means, as it contains full particulars 

Mr. Horry Long, No s' VueZrort'Blaek- of a11 Preventive Requisites recommended 
pool. Apartments, n.or central station. promenade, by I)r. II. A. A llbutt and others) and 
and .at Reader«, nlea.e .how this to y«ur frlond». valuable information on matters of import, 
rpo f h k k t h in k k r s , Lame. and u.ntiom.n, ance necessary to be known by Married 
•*- requiring Superior Cut Garment« at moderaU Wnmon J

Srlcoo. Fir.t.cloB. Style and Fit Guaranteed.- .
:. Hamitos, Artiste Tailor, 14 Groat Caetlo Htreet,W A  copy will be sent, under cover, on receipl 

Three door, from Regent atreet. (Petronl.ad bj of stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
leading Fre,thinker.j  and to foreign parts on receipt of letter
rTtO MARRIED PEOPl E.—An enlarged Illustrated noataoe 

List of Malthu.len Appliance, will he forwarded ‘V Y ,®Lint
by reiurn of poet on receipt of Jd. In .tamp».— 
Addre.., PATire. Cheml.t, 101 Park-lane. I^edi.
/  tU Ô ll I wuMfcN TU BE PUNISHED”  FOB
v  h a v in g  t o o  m a n y  c h il d r e n  r
penoa no.t free O. w V. Klurfl.her Irf-d. 

r.vcn j Freethinker shouhl read 
The Bible and Evolution1**J By Arthur JJ. Mom. [Is.

Four-

Address—E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,
(poMF.sric &  nra iK N ic d k p t .)

60 Guecn’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E
TkOBBRTH’S COMMERCIAL TEM PKIU.NCi 

| HOTEL (eetabll.hed 18*0), 37 Mlddle-.treei, en< 
J. 3 and 4 St. Ueorge’.-pa»«e)fe ( jppo.lte SL George’» 
Church). Deal. Five minute« from Bailway Station 
Good accommodation for cyclists.

New W orks and New Editions by 
Charles C. Cattell. t ilt

"M an or tl.e Past," Cd.j “ Agaimt Cbt1' 
tianity,” 6<I.; "Religion of this Lit«» ^
“ Becond Coming of Jeans," 2d.) "U . R ,  
laugh,” Id.) Collected Kssays and Lectu 
Is.) "Thoughts for Thinking, »r0Iî .i„ i .  
Apes,” Is. Londons Walts and > 0 -, . ¡tetl 
son’s.court. (An early application soli 
by the Author.) __ ^tT'
I i . o c n » , l imit .,  e n t t e r n . ,  « t e . — A V o O t t F fB1. l l

about 2J. Wanted, used to the worfc o jj f . 
ironmorgor’s jobbing shop: Jotter. 6 » c 
Larkin, 3 Brad bo ry .street. Klngwiand N 
gtCACHDE— Weil furnuhrd Af^*,fn*“ ti 0

Bet
AOdrcM Mr*. K

1 îrriL.lH il A f ■■ "inent*
. 8 Homersst- illas, Bouth^j.

FOOT«! »*Printed and Published by Q. W -  - 
28 BtonecutUr-street, London, L.U.


