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A BISHOP IN THE WORKHOUSE.

Periiaps the title of this article will suggest a tragic
story of a fall from a high place, wealth, and dignity,
mto abjectness, poverty, and misery. Such things do
occur in the lottery of fortune. Sometimes a beggar
[jets seated on horseback, and sometimes a proud knight
Is thrown from the saddle and pitched in the mud. But
d is scarcely conceivable that a bishop should become
a Pauper. Episcopal servants of Christ usually feather
Jheir nests snugly against the cold ; and were adversity
to overtake them, they generally have rich friends to
Sake them from “ the parish.” No, it is not a tale of
~o® that we have to tell. We do not know of any
wshop who is reduced to beggary. The time has not
arrived for such an awful occurrence. Some day,
Perhaps, when priestcraft is exploded and Churches are
Played out, an ex-bishop may find it hard to obtain a
iving in the open labor market; but meanwhile the
awn-sleeved gentry will continue to live on the fat of
he land, and prove that godliness is great gain, having
he promise of the life that now is, as well as of the life
laf is to come.
Well now, as Shakespeare says, let us leave off
jhaking faces and begin. Let us no longer keep
he reader in suspense, but let out the secret at once.

The Bishop of AVinchester went last Sunday to

» arnham workhouse. lie did not go in disguise as a
casual,” in order to see for himself how the pariahs of
society are treated in this nineteenth century of
a'e Christian era. He went in “ full fig,” dressed in
style which, as Mill remarked, no man could assume
*tliout feeling himself a hypocrite, whether he was one
hot. Nor did he go for the purpose of giving the old
omen an ounce of tea, or the old men an ounce of
®co. hhs lordship’'s mind was above such tow, con-
tcinptible carnalities. The object of his visit wads
spiritual. He went to preach to the paupers, and give
thenwa kivtle iiiadicina far tbeir sauis. Tuey were in
and Un'On’ the " half-way house on the road to hell,”

st'll | ° b'sboP told them (wo suppose) how they might
t . “ope for a place in heaven, though it would have

J Ba back seat, for as “ order is heaven’'s first law ” it
letU”™  a 8bockhig violation of the divine economy to
bisl YauPcr3 jostle big capitalists, and landlords, and
tick ?i>8 ail”™ Pr'hces of the blood, who hold front-scat
47ys>.hhmbered and reserved.

he tl e 'shclieved,” says the newspaper report, “ to
gt gG. j t occasion on which a Prelate of the Sec of
insVt"?- lIn bas fakeil Part in divine service in such an
T =« ht>on. The first time in all those centuries!
the h' i T lauPcrs are looking up. Or is it that

case, what a
Ha]fe. diltb? °*d l,aya when paupers were certain of
Which Was it not a West of England workhouse in
inthe1° i- ar while the chaplain was

hfficiatMUnt!. T »’ anil tlle, « Overnol; obliged to
lishment « T °m’ 8aid f 10 boss of this luckless estab-

fioinTii " y°uvc been a drcadful fellow; you're
H " by 1 3 1 L1} '<!' <llll. “. ‘> L}
Sy ! o It$es, %1rr11 I’I aoreF;IzlayJ s-l(—) rej Pr%edd()t?lé[
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governor, “ and you ought to be thankful you've a hell
to go to.”

His lordship of AVinchester doubtless talked to
the Farnham paupers in a different strain.  Christianity
is now, not only the friend of the poor, but the friend
of the poorest; for even paupers have to be reckoned
with, the revolutionary spirit having penetrated to
the very lowest strata of our disaffected population.
But the “ friendship” must be understood in a
Pickwickian sense. Indeed, the joke of a bishop,
with £6,500 a year, hobnobbing with the social
wreckage of a system which supports his wicked
luxury, is colossal and pungent enough to send the
very Fat Boy into convulsions of laughter. AVe
cannot help thinking that the Bishop of AYinchester
is a humorist. Perhaps if the Church is disestablished
in his day, and the worst comes to the worst, he
will turn his attention to the Stage, and take the
shine out of Arthur Roberts and Fred Leslie.

On this supposition, our regret at being unable to
find any report of “ AVinchester's” sermon to the
Farnham paupers, is too deep for expression. All wo
can do in the circumstances is to present our readers
with a condensed report of what the Bishop might havo
said; and what, indeed, he tcould have said, if he
had risen to the level of the situation.

TnE Bishop’s Sermon.

“ Dearly beloved brethren,—You see before you a
humble servant of the most high God, who has come
out from his wretched palace to spend an hour with
you in this cheerful workhouse, built and maintained
by a charitable nation for her most privileged children.
Here for a brief space | shake off the cares and burdens
of my own sad lot, and bathe my wearied spirit in the
delicious rcstfulness of this happy asylum. Like you,
| feel a child of our common Father in heaven. And
as you gaze upon me, | also gaze upon you. Blessed
sight! Delightful vision! Before me sit a goodly
number of God'’s elect, his chosen vessels of grace, the
predestinated inheritors of his glory. Happy mortals I
soon to put on glorious crowns of immortality. Others
have wandered from the path of salvation, but ye have
persevered to the end. Wealth and power, pride and
ambition, have no charm for your righteous souls. Ye
have chosen the better part. Day and night, drunk
and sober— 1 mean waking and dreaming—yc have
pondered the words of our holy Savior, “ Blessod
be yo poor.” And as ho who studies long and
Jeeply enough learns the hardest lesson, ye have gained
n vital conviction of the truth which is hidden from
the worldlings. ‘ Blessed be ye poor,’” said our Lord,
and ye are poor, and therefore yours is the blessing, and
yours (in due course) is the kingdom of heaven. Ye
shall walk the golden streets of the New Jerusalem ;
ye shall gaze upon its jewelled walls; ye shall drink of
the fresn, clear, untaxed, unmeasured water of the
River of Life; ye shall bask in the light of the
Lamb; ye shall look, across the great gulf that
separates the saved from the damned, and behold
those who have chosen riches instead of povorty in
the torments of everlasting fire. Fortunate paupers !
Enviable prospect! llow gladly would | stay with you
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and share jour beatitude!. But, alas, | am called
away by the voice of my Master. | have taken up
the cross of self-sacrifice; 1 have resolved to follow
his example, and perish if 1 must that sinners mav
be saved. My salary is already £(5,500 a year, and
if it should be my fate to become Archbishop of
Canterbury, | shall assume with resignation the more
terrible burden of £15,000. | know its dangers; |
know that wealth weighs us down to the nether pit;
I know how hardly they that have riches shall
enter the kingdom of heavan. But every pound
I carry lightens the burden of a fellow man, and
gives him so much chance of mounting to heaven,
instead of sinking to hell. Oh, | feel on fire with self-
sacrifice. A love of mankind burns in my breast
capable of consuming (or appropriating) all the wealth
of this planet. | would bear the burden of the whole
world. Yea, | will bear as much of itas | can. And
now | go forth to my fate, be it life or death, glory
or gehenna. And you, beloved, who remain here,
sheltered from the storm, think, oh think of your
sad brother, staggering under the load of £6,500 a year.
Pray that he may have the strength to bear whatever
burden is laid upon him. And pray, oh pray that his
wealth may be counted unto him as poverty, for his
love to the brethren, and that he may attain unto
everlasting life. Amen.” G. W. FOOTE.

ANCIENT MYSTERIES.

|.—Egyptian.*

“ O Egypt, Egypt, of thy religion there will be left remaining
nothing but uncertain tales, which will be believed no more by
posterity; words graven 0N stone and telling of thy piety.”

— IHIBMEI TbISMEGISTVS.

E gypt, the cradle-land of arts and civilisation, was
also the great fountain-head of streams of religious
mystery. An air of impressive massiveness and
mystery remain stamped upon its monuments. Its
hieroglyphs, despite the glimmering light of Hora-
pollo, were impenetrable mysteries until the genius
of Cbampollion nuearthed the secrets of forty cen-
turies and showed the cross as the sign of lifet on

Those mystic-Btory volumes on the walls long writ.
Whose sense is late revealed to searching modern wit.

The lonely, watching Sphynx, profound and un-
fathomable, rearing its monstrous form aud calm,
impassive bead above the drifting sands of time, is a
type of Egyptian religion. The basis of that religion
was nature and fetish-worship, as now found in the
heart of the Dark Continent. Down to the latest
times may bo discerned traces of savagery, in animal
worship, totemism, magical prayers, amulets, and
methods of divination. As with other faiths where
the priests were a dominant caste, religion overrodo
every part of life and ramified in all directions. As
in India, tho Brahmins Hum up tho threo million
deities into a sublime pantheism, with tho motto
Jdkam cva advitiymn—* There is but one being, no
second/” so the Egyptian priost recited hymns to
Amen Ra as the ono hidden creator, while the popu-
lace worshipped cats and crocodiles. | do not pro-
pose, in my limits, to wander in the maze of Egyptiun
mythology, but proceed at once to the central myth
—that of Osiris, the deity who presided over tho
greater, as Isis over the lesser, mysteries.

Says Mr. Andrew Laing, in his Myth, Ritual, and
Religiim (vol. ii., p. 84) : “ As one great river of

* see Plutarch's hit and Osins, the Hieroglyphics of Uompollo |
Apuleius, Golden Ass, b,.xi.i Hermes Triswe e.tus pr. by J V
Chainb rs, and in French by L. Menard). Crata K<opma <
1778) and the works of Birch, W, K. Cooper, 'J*™ \
Boi.w(ck, Sharpe, lirugsch, Alaspcro, Tiele, llenouf, c
Ernrian.

t the ankh, or crux »nwita, is found as the sign of li a
tomb IIf Kliufu Ankli, officer of Cheops, n.c. 3733t on the coffin0l
Men-Kau-11 i(sMykeri as; BC 3133, and on the precept* of Itau-
Hotep, th# oldest bo#k in the world.
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mysterious source flows throughout all Egypt, so
through the brakes and jungles of her religion flows
one great myth from a distant fountain-head, the
myth of Osiris.”* This myth, sats"M. Le Page
Renouf, is “as old as Egyptian civilisation.” Id
brief, it tells how Osiris the beneficent, who tanght
agriculture and other useful arts, and instituted laws,
was overcome and slain by.Set (Typbon). His body
was mutilated and strewn over the land of Egypt in
fourteen pieces (perhaps representing the fourteen
days of the waning moon). Hit dirge was sung by
Isis, bis sister and consort, and Nephthys,ber sister and
wife of Typhon, the mourning lasting five days. Isis
seeks the mangled remains, finding and burying all
but the genitals. By aid of bis son Horns, the
deliverer and avenger, whose legend is largely a
replica of that of Osiris, Typhon is overcome, Osiris
raised from the dead and becomes the judge of the
quick and the dead. In the story, as given in
Plutarch, we may trace the rudiments of organs more
fnlly developed in an earlier form. The legend, in
part, was probably invented to account for the cus-
toms; thus the story of the parts unfound was to
explain the bearing of imitation pba'li in the festival
and the particular honor paid them, these phalli being
originally symbols of fertility and of victory over
enemies. The burial of various members was told to
explain how numerous places claimed to show the tomb
of Osiris. The story of the dying and suffering god
was a mystery. Herodotus (bk. ii. 171), speaking of
the lake near Sais, says: “ On this lake it is that the
Egyptians represent by Dight his sufferings whose
name | refrain from mentioning, and this representa-
tion they call their Mysteries. 1 know well the
whole course of the proceedings in these ceremonies,
but they shall not pa9S my lips. So too, with
regard to tho mysteries of Ceres, which the Greeks
term “ the Thesmophoria.” I know them, but I
shall not mention them, except so far as may be
done without impiety.”t To thecomparative mytholo-
gist, it is evident the mysterious sufferer alluded
to was a dying god, or a man who represented
him. This feature of Egyptian religion was allnded
to by the freethinker Xenophanes, who Faid to
them: “ If yo believe thorn to be gods, why do
ye weep for them ; if they deserve your latmntationSi
why repute them to bo gods.” (Plutarch on Is'9
and Osiris). Rawliuson says, in his note on the
passage cited from Herodotus: “ Tho suffering8
and death of Osiris wero tho great mystery of the
Egyptian religion, and some traces of it

perceptiblo among other pooplo of antiquity.” Osin9
was the good deity who died, roso again, and judged
the dead in tho underworld, who attained bliss by
becoming Osirified like unto him."* This was the
Egyptian Echeuie of salvation. To no mythological
hero has tho solar theory been more persistently
or plausibly applied. It held sway from iMacrobiij9
to Renouf. Yet it is only partially trno. 0»in9
absords tho attributes and myths of Ra tbo bud,
and llorus the light. Ho becomes tbo Bun of th°
underworld. But while Ra is primarily solar, Osin9

« The profoumtest mysteri s are the simplest. Two of th®
largest works deali. g with the mysti fies are the .inocalyp***« 0
Godfrey Higgins, ami the Isis Unweiled, ascribed to
Petrovna Blavatsky, and founded on the MSS. of the liaron
Palm. The Ilate lamented excellent Freethinker, Wiii'V*)0
Ueade, also has a learned work, chiefly on Hruidical My»ter}v’
entitled The Veil of Isis All these titles refer to the In crjp10™
to Neith; or the Ntitic sis, “ | am all that isand has be'on
ah il be, and no man hath lifted my veil." Now Jsis represe"l
the female principle, the univena mother, the 1cm trix pKaj
fying the menstrual flow, or blood of life, lienee she inu,st al«a>
wear her veil, and is tl e Kosmio Koir, Nature, the ever-virg®
mother, the earth-mother,4with beauteous b .somed body fal ,
fruit” - tho heaven mother, “ clad in the beauty of a limits*1
stars."”

t We shall see when we deal witlt the Eleusinia »nd Th JTI%
phoria, that these mysteries preserved the same meaning*
those of Osins.

t The identification of the dead person with Osiris, i* >ee
on the earliest tombs and In th# ilitual of the Dead.

n
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is only secondarily so. Originally he represents
fertility, appearing, as Mr. Frazer suggests, as
the tree spirit and corn spirit, with a sacrificed
P'g as part of his ritual. Abthe fertility of Egypt
depends on the innundation of the Nile, he comes
to represent humanity. In Egypt the sun does
Dot die in winter, it is therefore as vegetative
life his annual death and resurrection was celebrated.*
The myth of Osiris became not only typical of the
daily triumph of the sun over darkness, the annual
victory of vivific nature over winter, but of the life-
long conflict of humanity with evil. Osiris the Good
(Oanefre) became the type of ideal humanity, with
its sufferings, struggles, temporary defeat and final
triumph. The living and the dead were typified in
bitn. The very core of Egyptian religion lay here.
As the god of life, conquered by the powers of dark-
ness and death, passed into the underworld, and
Waged there a triumphant contest with his enemies
rose again with new life and vigor, so with the
human spirit. The renewal of life in nature was the
pledge of man’s immortality. Life and immortality
Jvere thus brought to light ages before Christianity.
The resurrection of the body and the life everlasting
Wes the credo of the Egyptians ages before Moses,
and the curious thing, if he was learned in all the
vdsdom of the Egyptians, is why in spoiling the
Egyptians of certain of their mysteries, he did not

also borrow their central doctrine.

J. M. W heeler.
{To be continued.)

SUNDAT AND THE CHICAGO EXHIBITION.

m
w° |mportant events are to take place in Chicago
year, namely, the World’s Fair and the holding
b ™ternat'ional Congress of Freethinkers. To
¢j0 a these events the American Secular Union is
voting considerable attention, as each of them
e Besses special features of interest to the Secular
P rty. Our American co-workers announce their
ji ention of inviting to the Congress ‘'delegates from
. gland, France, Germany, and other countries.”
jifORPsernhly will havo the best wishes of all English
/'thinkers for its success. Tho great advantages
to 'll ~icago will afford in 1893 will thus bo used
no' ustrato tho fact that Freethought is confinod to
v ?n° country, nor limited to any one race, but that
no. genius and influonco are coeval with omanci-

Paled humanity.

hv N u'ted States strong efforts aro being made
Jn ~abbatariuns, assisted by their orthodox allies
Apa"8 COtry, to closo tho Exhibition on Sundays.
J?8t this puritanical act of bigotry, it is the duty

\ffQ f reothinkors to render their active protest.
rati(ari to seo that tho friends of a froo and
fnl W Sunday will have an opportunity

With adlI?g their claims beforo the proper authorities

be view of checking tho attempts of these would-
Wu; tyDpJ monopolists. On October G next., Judge
to b ' l.res,ent of tho American Secular Union, i8

C9. “ Ulowod two hours before tho World’'s Fair
in which to stato tho Socular claims

tipin, tho Sundqy uestion, From the walkknawn
Ureeth ° u there can bo no doubt that the
Ha rpn,0,0™afc PO8ttion will bo judiciously statod and

It g Irementa logically enforcod.

Were leopofte*that huge petitions (which, no doubt,
gned principally by women and children at

fat Andr«w Lhiik \&ritins Osisis into linn with savftjp: bene.
*Cha\ **" a CUItnre-hero.” But even Mr. I/W/, though of ilie
tC? “ rational Christian*," who jnri-nt a « real Je*u.” out of

histl ef* Chris», doe« not. pteten | that lie can reconstruct a real
Owlob of Osms as modern Chilstians, knowing nothing of their
rgiuj-Vtlis or tlieir own mysteries, fancy they can reconstruc a

rahistory of Jesus, &uh rationalisers are usually tho reverse
Cer@}}y ‘hey at**»»Pt to interpretold legends on nineteenth

P sh' eq rfe minttaad of exHIalmng them from the atino-
myth and mlracle in which they arose.
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prayer meetings, Sunday-schools, and other orthodox
gatherings) have been forwarded to Chicago from the
United Kingdom against the opening of the Exhi-
bition on Sundays. Now, should not the Sunday
League of this country at once rebuke such imper-
tinent interference with the liberties of the people by
sending counter petitions? If this is done, we
venture to say that the National Secular Society of
England will he pleased to render the undertaking
all possible aid. If, however, the Sunday League
decline to take the initiative, perhaps the President
of the National Secular Society will arrange to have
a special resolution passed at every Branch of the
Association, and forwarded to Judge Waite beforo
next October. So thoroughly inconsistent and foreign
to the spirit of the age is this Sabbatarian craze, that
every legitimate means should he employed to
expose its absurdity, and to destroy its evil influence.
Let the point at issue be clearly understood. Our
contention is not that the Sunday as a day of rest
should be abolished, but that it should be freed from
all priestly restrictions, and that all classes of persons
should have a right to spend the day in a manner
which they think most useful to the moral, social, and
intellectual welfare of themselves and of the society
around them. Against this freedom priests of the
various denominations protest, because, of course, it
would interfere with the success of their profession.
These Sabbatarians allege that a free Sunday would
be opposed to the religious, moral, and social welfare
of the community. Let us see what force there is in
this threefold objection.

The religious aspect of the question has probably
most weight with the thoughtless multitude. Sabba-
tarians appeal to the Old Testament for their autho-
rity and justification for keeping “ sacred” their
Sunday because they well know that the New Testa-
ment, which they profess to make the guide of life in
other matters, would fail them here. And yet in spito
of this, they do not keep the Jewish Sabbath, either
as to tho day or the mode. Tho so-called Christian
Sunday is a mongrel thing, neither Jowish nor apos-
tolic, and the teaching with regard to it is not
capable of being formulated into a consistent scheme.
The same commandment which says, “ Remember the
Sabbath-day to keep it holy,” declares with equal
emphasis that “ tho seventh day is the Sabbath,” and
yet all Christians pursuo their ordinary business
occupations on that same sevonth day, which tho law
(said to havo boon given from Sinai) declared must
be kept holy. Tho excuse about having changed tho
day is a mere subterfuge, and does not touch the
guestion at issue.  For in that very change tho law
has been disregarded, and all arguments from tho
Old Testament rendered null and void. Tho reasons
given for tho change aro neither sound nor satisfac-
tory. Tho real change took place in tho days of
Constantino, beforo which time as every scholar
knows, no Christiau Sabbath was kept—that is to say
as a day of rest. lu tho first century tho Christians
probably mot for worship on tho first day of tho
week, but tho service over, thoy roturned to their
ordinary business dutios, aud those of them who kopt
the Sabbath at all still obeyed tho Jewish law in this
rospect nnd rested on tho seventh day. Tho Jewish
Sabbath was essentially a day of rest, while tho
Christian Sunday is a day of church-going. In tho
fourth commandment rest, and rest only is enjoined,
not worship, for that would have boon a breach of
the enjoined repose. To-day in the churches of
Chribteudom Sunday is the busiest day of all tho week.
Aud tho clergy, so fur from resting, actually work
harder on that day than upon any other.

From a moral point of view, it cannot be shown
that tho countries where Sabbatarianism is carried
out with all its puritanical stringency, aro more
moral than lands where social recreation is tolerated
on that day. On the contrary, Glasgow is well known
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to be one of the most drunken cities in the world,
and yet here Sabbatarianism reigns supreme. Men
to be moral must be physically healthy, have sound
minds in sound bodies, and this condition can the
better be obtained by inhaling pure country air
and indulging iD some kind of recreation after
the week’s toil is over. We do not object to
orthodox believers spending the day according to
their own taste. If they wish to sit in sackcloth and
ashes, by all means let them do so. But we protest
against their enforcing their crotchets upon us, or upon
others who do not accept their dogmas. There
is a tendency here towards a state of clerical
despotism almost as bad as the priestly power of
Borne, which in the past played such havoc with
human liberty and the rights of man.

Begarded socially, Sunday is the only day on which
many of the poor can visit their friends and relations,
inhale the fresh air of the country, enrich their minds
by studying objects of interest in museums, or picture
galleries, and thus secure to themselves that recreation
which is essential to health. But then there steps
in between them and the objects of their lawful
desires a set of bigoted clerics with a keen eye to
their own interest, who, with a cant cry of a" Thus
saith the Lord,” hurl anathemas at those who dare to
use their own judgment as to how they shall spend
their time on any particular day. And not content
with this, efforts are made to enact laws which shall
bind hand and foot all who differ from their opinions
or who elect to think for themselves on such matters
as concern the welfare of humanity. This, however,
will not be endured, for the days of priestly authority
are numbered. The real value of Sunday consists in
the use which is made of it. A day of gloom and
melancholy can never be conducive to the well-being
of men. Letus have mirth and joy and harmless
recreation, and we will hail the Sunday as a delight.
But a puritanical Sabbath devoted to funereal
solemnity and spiritual—not to say spirituous—con-
solations (?) we will protest against to the utmost of
our power. The day was made for man, according to
an authority which Christians will hardly dispute,
and man must bo allowed to adapt it to his own wants,
desires, and the necessities of his nature. This will
make Sunday sacred in a higher sense than the
priestly one, and in a nobler way than orthodoxy over
dreamed of. Charles W atts.

HOW CHRISTIANS LOVE THE NEGBO.

[concluded.]

One wonders how Christians, who cannot tolerate
association with “ niggers” on earth, will manage
when they get to heaven. Will there bo separate
quarters there ? Will the Ethiopian have changed
his skin before he arrives at the pearly gates ? Or
will he be relegated to a sort of celestial “ back-
town,” as ho is located in an earthly one in somo of
tho American cities? Will the boasted “ universal
brotherhood” of man, spoken of by tho psalm-singing,
straight-haired fraternity, include “ niggors” in the
realms of tho New Jerusalem or exclude them as on
earth ? But probably Christians will not bo so par-
ticular up there as they are down hero. If they can
tolerate Lazarus with his sore legs, they may surely
put up with tho odoriferous “ nigger.” In either
case, Abraham would have a bosomful, and tho arms
of Jesus be anything but a desirable placo of abode.
Perhaps, though, they have a supply of celestial
plasters and ointment for Lazarus's legs and a stock
of celestial disinfectants for those who are apt to bo
a trifle “ gamey.”

On certain eventful occasions white Christians are
willing to “ receive ” a representative of tho colored
Churches—possibly are good enough to listen to a
sermon from him, and are always pleased to have him
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entertain them with his experiences of slave life and
sing a few camp-meeting songs. It amuses them,
and they imagine they have done their Christian duty
to their black brother and given practical demonstra-
tion of the beautiful Christian virtue of universal
brotherhood. Then exit the nigger for twelve months.

The present writer was in Ohio some years ago.
One day a Christian minister was dining at the same
boarding-house, and during aconversation, expressed
his conviction that the “ niggers,” as he termed
them, were better off in slavery. As this Christian
sentiment was uttered in the presence of a sen-
sitive colored girl, who was waiting on the
Christian “ gentleman,” the beautiful and Christian
character of the remark was, as | afterwards learnt,
duly appreciated. Many years ago the Good Templars,
who exclude Atheists from their membership, and
who open all their meetings with Christian prayer,
split in two on the question of allowing negroes to
enter the order. In one, at any rate, if not in all of
the American states, the law prohibits the inter-
marriage of blacks and whites. In Ohio the penalty
imposed on a white man marrying a woman of color
is, if 1 remember rightly, twelve months’ imprison-
ment and a hundred dollars fine. If Mr. Celestine
Edwards married an English wife and took her over
to the States, | question if there exists a Christian
hotel-keeper, from New York to San Francisco, of
any Christian standing and respectability who would
take them in, or any circle of Christian society that
would not look down with loathing and contempt on
the Christian Mrs. Edwards. Such is the force of
Christian public opinion, that a respectable colored
girl would not bo seen walking with a white man.
What, then, would the Christian public think of a
white girl walking with a black man? Even that
refined exponent of muscular Christianity, Mr. John
L. Sullivan (who some time ago gavo a boxing exhi'
bition in New York on behalf of a Catholic church),
would not lower himself to meet a negro in the priz0
ring. Even he must draw tho lino somewhere, and
he draws it at tho black man.

On the othor hand, leading English Freethinkers
(whom tho “ negro lecturer ” is never tired of misre-
presenting, and about whom lies fall from his lips a3
water rolls off a duck’s back) aro willing to meet him
on public platforms as if ho were a“ white man” in9
figurative as well as in a litoral sense.

Let Mr. Edwards remember that somo of the best
friends tho negro ever had woro infidels and AthoistO
Lot him romombor it, to his shame, when ho is trying
to paint tho characters of groat and good mon to hi3
ignorant Christian audiences in colors as black 93
his own skin. Let him remember that, although
naturo has endowed him with a mental and physic»!
capacity for unblushing effrontery, ho yot boars thO
shape of a man and owes some little respect to b'3
race and species. Lot him romomber that Abraham
Lincoln was an infidel, that Thomas Jefferson was 9o
infidel and an abolitionist, that Benjamin FrankhO
was an infidel and an abolitionist, that Thomas PaiO®
was an infidol and an abolitionist, that John Stuaf
Mill was an Atheist and an abolitionist, that B0
laugh was an Atheist and an abolitionist, that Ing°r
soli is an Athoist and was an abolitionist, and th9
infidel France, as Wilborforco said, sot Christ190
England an example in liberating hor slaves. Lefcb110
romembor that .Jesus Christ never uttered ono ZIror
on behalf of tho despised black man, nevor 3Pok0 ?
syllable against slavery, although ho lived in tho nuu
of it. Ho was too busy cursing fig-troes, getting OL
foot washed, and having his hair oiled. Christ, *
was too busy to say nnything about tho slavo tra >
could find time to go into tho wine trade. Althoug”
his powers of dobato woro so oxcoptional that
could astonish the doctors at tho early ago of two
ho didn’t think it worth his while to uso those PO O
on tho sido of freedom, but could hold a sot dob9

*
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with the Devil, perched on the pinnacle of the temple
like a crow, on the anything but dignified if elevated
subject of his divine tumbling abilities. (In any
future illustrated edition of Farrar's Life of Christ a
picture of Jesus and Old Nick, each stuck on a spire
of the temple, “ arguing the point” in full view of
the astonished gaze of the wandering Jews, would
relieve the monotony of its pages. The publishers
are welcome to this suggestion free of charge.) If
the emancipation of the negro had depended on what
Jesus said on his behalt, or on what the Christian
Church did for him, he would have been writhing
under the lash of his Christian “ masters” till Christ's
second coming. When that will be, the Lord and
Prophet Baxter only knows. H. J.

MORALS, PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN.

The course of human history is instructive, and
somewhat discouraging. As far back as we are
aMe to trace man, he seems to have had pretty
ujuch the same general character as now. He has
always been rude, coarse, brutal, shameless, on the
one hand; always possessed of kindly feelings,
Senerosity and more or less tractability on the
nther. In a word, man’'s bad and good qualities
nave'always been pretty much as they are, this
Or that virtue or vice being developed to excess
at various times and in different tribes or nations.

On the whole, there does not seem to have
£een much difference in the merit or demerit of
Human beings from the very beginning until now.

One nation or tribe has made itself remarkable
Or this virtue or for the other vice; but no nation
eYer exhibited all the virtues at once in any degree
°* perfection; nor was any nation ever known that
Save itself up to all kinds of vice.

'‘whatever tends to bind human beings together
nd to regulate their general intercourse, to preserve
and benefit society, must bo regarded as moral,
/" hatevor tends to divido and disorganise must
O regardod as vice.
~ Now, few nations or tribes wore over destroyed
j Vice; and, as human society has continued uDtil

wi through all the past ages of the world, we

ust conclude that morality or virtue has, on the
, °m, been far moro powerful than vico. Men

, Vo been for the most part wise enough to undor-
anl ~ at BXety necessary to their well-being ;
in thOy bavo adopted tho givc-and-tako policy,
Jissrln- individuality to tho point of

anvU ~°°k'nf? over tho past, | confess | do not Bee
ro ?SSo™M difference botwoon tho nations, as

Sards morals. Somo havo certainly taught morals

oro plainly and elaborately than othors ; but in
not ~e°y are pretty much aliko. 1 moan this,
are tbo mannora and tho custgms of nations
8hoot ° 8atne» but that, if wo drew up a balance

disc v'rtu09 ftQd vicos in oach nation, wo should
ag °Vor Mat each weH about as noar bankruptcy

bun»*?™ °kbor. Tho businoss lias boon awfully
inoxt ' ' and virtues and vicos havo boon so
to niixod up togothor, that it is impossible
Th ~ ° accounts-
8ome°l Wj d* rou{?b virtues and vicoB abound in
®neakl an< 8 and tim08i tho soft, offominato and
°n thfil® 0!208-*n otborB* Put who shall say which,
Th e *3 moro moral or tho more vicious ?
8tandftr®i ar® *a *ocial bfo for which we have no
idarri U 6ach tribo and nation Bett>ng up their own.

dard yP axl tbo family are oxamplos. = No one stan-
relaf,”¥ 88 Over prevailed in regulating the sex-

all n*180 maQkind. Even to-day we have existing

most °*3 6 arranSe“ Oats) from the loosest to the
n£1L from absolute licence to positive celibacy.
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I do not propose to discuss this subject now; it is
worthy of volumes, and must be more and more fully
and honestly dealt with as time proceeds.

In striking the balance of good and evil in each
nation, we must be careful not to judge any by or in
respect of one vice or one virtue, but all. A nation
may be extremely loose in sex matters, and yet be
full of humanity, patriotism, justice, and other prime
virtues. A nation may be faultless sexually, and yet
have very little else to recommend them.

Men may be ready to murder all belonging to other
nations, as the Bible Jews were, and yet be distin-
guished by solid virtues in other departments of
life. And, on the other hand, a nation may be too
mild and humane to destroy, and yet be shockingly
vicious in other respects.

No nation, no man, ever exhibited all the virtues
or all the vices. Perfect goodness and perfect vice
are equally unknown, equally unattainable. Total
depravity and total or perfect holiness are theological
fictions, invented and pushed for base ends.

I am not going to insinuate that Christian morals
are all bad, or the Pagan all good. This | will say,
that the prime Christian morals are tho very worst of
vices, while the good ones of that system have been
borrowed, or, to speak more correctly, are the heir-
loom of mankind at large handed down from the
remotest ages.

I am not charging Christians with being the ori-
ginators of the vices called virtues, but | deal with
them as | find them.

But before pointing out those, let me call attention
to one important point. There never was a tribe or
nation but what forbade theft, murder, treachery,
falsehood, cowardice, adultery. In one word, no
society could exist without the social virtues. Even
a pirate crew, or a band of brigands, or a den of
priests must have faith in each other; and very often
are as true to each other as any people in the world.
They may not respect each other, or even themselves,
but mutual interest will keep them together and pre-
serve tho balance of the community. Rob Roy and
his raiders wero ns moral amongst themselves as any
army could be. They preyed upon others only.

This is morality all the world over; and it is only
in advanced society that men come to realise tho fact
that outsiders and foreigners have rights as well as
mombers of their own community. But that is a
pitch of perfection not yet attained in practice,
though glimpsed in theory. The self-defending
sentiments will separate nations, and even provoke
them to war.

Tho chief Christian virtuos, in thoory at loast, are
renunciation of self, ronunciation of tho State, renun-
ciation of tho family and all relatives, absolute volun-
tary poverty, non-resistance, and, above all, trust for
everything in another, not in oneself.

And | maintain that all theso so-callod virtuos are
tho worst of vices. Why should a man renounce
himself? If it is real, it leaves a man without any
manhood, a thing of no use to anyone; a lump of
rubbish fit only to bo buried out of sight. A man
who renouncos himself or his own claims is a nobody,
nor can you intcrost him in anything. Self is tho
basis and tho centre of all good uctions and feelings.
Whon self is pushod to solfishnoss, it becomes a
dotestablo vico; but no self at all is as bad in one
direction as all self is in tho other. The proper
thing is to maintain a balance between solf and
society ; then a man can secure his rights while doing
his duty.

Of course, tho Christian doos not renounce self in
reality, but in thoory. no gives himself away for n
consideration; he gives up all in hopo of a hundred-
fold hero and eternal life horoafter. Jesus, the
Christian’s highest theoretical ideal, " for the joy that
was set before him, endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne
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of God ” (Hebrews xii. 2). " Great is your reward in
heaven,” said Jesus; and his followers bargain with
him—* So much suffering, so much reward.” They
think the terms satisfactory, enter into the compact,
and barter away the present for the future. That is
business, but not real self-renunciation. Besides, it
is an extremely low view to take of morals, the lowest
possible.

And that leads me to remark that public spirit is
unknown to the real Christian. He has no regard
for man as man; if he loves his »eighbor at all, it is
in obedience to acommand from headquarters, and in
hope of a reward, or in fear of punishment if he does
not obey.

This is a principle that turns all the Christian
graces and virtues into vices. A Christian is not a
good neighbor because a neighborly spirit possesses
him, but simply to secure the smile and the favor of
an almighty tyrant.

Christianity teaches us to renounce the State. All
countries and peoples are to be one. The Christian
State is in heaven, not here; they are not to mind
earthly things, for their State, society, nation, politics,
are all in heaven.

Christianity nowhere suggests the virtue of patriot-
ism ; the very reverse. Christ warned his followers
to flee to the mountains as soon as the hostile armies
appeared (Matt. xxiv. 16-21).

In truth, if we love our neighbors as ourselves ; if
we must turn the other cheek; if we must give our
cloak to him who demands our coat; if wo are for-
bidden to take thought for the morrow, why, then
patriotism is impossible. Thus Christianity destroys
both the foundation of all morality by destroying self,
and destroys patriotism by fusing all countries and
nations into one, and leaving the meek man a prey to
all the rest.

Christianity also destroys the family. Christ
called off his disciples from their family obligations;
and never showed the least respect for his own.
Indeed, he scolded his mother, and made brothers—
and slaves—of his disciples. Worse still, ho will
have no disciple who does not hate father, mother,
brothers, sistprs, wife, children, and his own life also
(Luke xiv. 26). Hero is absolute destruction of all
domestic life and virtue, as far as a ferocious command
could accomplish it.

Absolute poverty is another Christian virtue ! But
worse than all is that absolute dependence upon
another inculcated throughout Christendom—trust in
a Savior—the most damning doctrine ever thought
or believed. Christendom has abounded, through all
its centurios, with imbeciles and helpless muffs. Of
such is the kingdom of heaven. It is only gradually
that we are climbing up to better things. The fear
to think, the fear of doing, lest it should endanger
the soul, has prevailed over the common sense of
myriads and produced the most deplorable results.
The best Christian is out to nurse, a poor paltry
Daby, with no thought, no will of his own, and never
happy except when lapped in the pleasing fiction of
salvation through another’s deeds and merits. Christ
and all the saints and intercessors of the Churches
are a huge curse that have corrupted, pauperised,
and enslaved the nations more than all else.

The Pagans were infinitely better than all this.
Virtue is strength, not weakness, not meekness.
Virtue is manliness and self-reliance, strength of cha-
racter, individuality. The weak man, who is poor in
spirit, has no real virtue. The worm that allows
itself to be scourged and mocked and crucified is
absolutely contemptible, if ho can help it. Pagan
virtue was of that manly kind that would not brook
a wrong, that would not perpetrate one. Self-
reliance, patriotism, public spirit, were Pagan virtues;
and we must recover them beforo wo can flourish.
Self-reliance, ielf*salvation, is the doctrine of

«Random j and these yirtnee, downtrodden though
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they have been so long, must emerge into daylight
and be reinstated in their office. The Christian
virtues must be stamped out as the worst of vices.

To show that Christians are a bad lot, 1 call atten-
tion to their confessions. The Catholic Church finds
the confessional as necessary as a dispensary. There
are so many sins and sinners about.

The Protestants are no better. They are continually
saying that they are miserable offenders and that
there is no health abiding in them. They openly
and roundly declare that they are totally corrupt—
almost boast of it, and say that their “ righteous-
ness is as filthy rags.” What must their sins be ?

The Pagan world had and still has its faults. But
it never fell into wholesale cant as the Christian
nations have done. They never made a virtue of
persecution or resorted to wholesale cruelty to stamp
out wrong opinions ! The Christians have done little
else.

And when did the Pagan world produce a crop of
such men as Larkin or a villain equal to Deeming?

The Pagans did not send their worst criminals to
glory, and declare that over such there was more joy
amongst the angels than over ninety-nine just
persons! No; Pagan morals did not descend to that
level, bad as they were.

Yes, reader, we must set Christianity as the curse
of nations ; and we must gather up all the best virtue*
of the Pagan world, especially the personal indepe**'
dence of our own Pagan forefathers ; and by develop'
ing and practising these, gradually raise the world
out of the Slough of Despond in which Christianity

has plunged it.
Jos. Symes.

—Liberator.
ACID DROPS,

Mr. Nix has been to Epsom again, evangelising on tb*
racecourse. According to his own account he has been verf
successful, but his converts are all nameless, and the whol®
business is extremely vague. But the money spent on it
a solid reality. The Methodist Times calls the question
finances “ all-important,” and we are far from quarrel*®#
with the desciiption. Another gentloman, in the same p*p«r
wants the modest sum of £10,000 to evangelise Paris. Wh®
he gets it, he expects the Gospel will go " like flame» O
fire.”  Whether the Gospel goes that way or not, no don®
the money will. o

The Methodist Times has a front article on Open-®¥
Preaching, which would gladden tho heart of George Stan®

ring, who is always strong on the policy of outdo®
Freethought lectures. "Jesus Christ,” says our pious cO®
temporary, “ preached in the open air more frequently tb®®

anywhere else.” John Wesley indulged in " field ” preachi®#
summer and winter. Therefore all good Wesleyans shoo**
do ditto. For our part, wo should like to see them at ‘j*
We should especially like to see them crossing swords ,
open-air "infidel ” lecturers. But we cannot expect to bek®
the great spectacle which the M. T. imagines :(—" AH
preachers of religion in England, from tho Archbishop,u
Canterbury down to the most obscuro Salvationist,” n
“ forth in a body, accompanied by their congregation»),
proclaim in Streets and lanes nnd fields tho all-ewbr»™ ®
love of God.” We doubt if the game would answer. ~~
dwellers in “ lanes” might find tho love of God too
embracing” if preached by a gentleman with £ 15,000 a ye®'

Religious journals yield plenty of small, silly, sentim®®”"
writing, which is no doubt thought poetical, or at j®
unctuous. One of them, in reviewing a book by ~
Rossetti, says it is not for those who want to know the
ber of the Beast, but "only for those who lovo the da»n
the dew and tho beauties of tho onyx stone.” Gods,
men, and fishes | what a category 1 The same
bursts out about " harpers harping with their harps.’
does a harper play upon but a harp, and what does he “
barping? , (

- I LotV

A religious papsr says " it is a groat moral orlii»- jodi

isf Why the question whothsr the Chisago Exhibit*0*
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be opened on Sunday
rival to the gospel-shops.

If it be opened it will be a formidable
A “ great moral crisis ” indeed 1

During the recent great fire, at Moscow the clergy of a
neighboring church went through the streets in procession,
bearing sacred images and relics, singing penitential psalms,
and supplicating the Almighty to stay the ravages of the
flames. The only answer of “ the Almighty ” was to let the
fire go on burning furiously all the evening. More than a
hundred houses were destroyed. Let us pray 1

Three churches in Spain were struck by lightning on
Sunday. At a place called Melias the church was crowded
with worshippers hearing Mass, of whom ten were Killed
on the spot and twenty-eight injured. Five people were
*Ued at Mucientes and several injured. The third church
attacked was the famous cathedral at Burgos, which is
unprovided with a lightning conductor. This is really
tempting Providence. .

At Grata, a thunderbolt struck a cottage near Thormanern.
A peasant, his wife and six children, were all killed. The
cottage was set on fire by the lightning, and when the
neighbors arrived they only heard a few groans. The
charred remains were afterwards found grouped round the
_»ble, an(l R jg thought that they must have been engaged
hi prayer for protection from the fury of the storm.

After all the squabbles and fighting between Protestants
nnd Catholics to christianise the natives of Uganda, it has
®en resolved by the British Eist African Company to
Abandon that territory, which is in a state of anarchy, and
n?ay be taken over by the Government. The Church Mis-
elonary 8ociety subscribed £26,000 to settle Protestant

hj'ssionaries there, and the result has been something like
Civl War.

Religion rules the roost at Delagoa Bay. According to the
goe Times, a man was stopped by a policeman for whistling
Sunday. “ Religious enthusiasm reached such a pitch last
year (for one ¢ay) that ~cse people had a Judas Iscariot
~Pged up on board a ship and hauled him up to the yardarm
a roPe > then, when he had been sufficiently strangled,

thr™ let-him fl°wn on fleck. There they thrashed him and
acjew bim into the sea, thinking they had done a very pious

brj~bat good old Knight of the Umbrella, the Duke of Cam-
fa 8e<presided at the annual meeting of the Gordon Boys’
rOdBJt subscribers. “ In mentioning the fact,” the Star
V), n,>*“ that many of the children had no religion, the
Uhf ° °bierved that a country without a religion was a very
co”™-to country.” Wo should think so, indeed. A
k .T without a religion would never enjoy the blessing of
Privil  roy“l panpers. It would never have the glorious
q of paying several thousands a year to a fat old

tbirpdn)*'DRI'shman, who might, or might not, be worth
c’untr * .bng» a week in the open market. Oh vyes, a
Very N WIth°u* a religion is a very unfortunato country.

and t .'rcbbishop of York has been preaching at Newcastle,
lan 19 platitudinous exhortations, couched in cultured
eermo*™6’ °re rePor*°d in the Daily Chronicle. His first
of a n— tSt. Nicholas’s Cathedral Church, on tho occasion
the Lo°T bells being “ dedicated ” to the service of
Of G&’r ' a®A the terror of nil sick people within half a mile.

nuisan r** i Afchbishop’s sermon referred to these cost!”
to the”h" b°PeA the sound of tho bells would bo a ca
needed in°WB Prayer’ as though such a summonsél wei

-cBued in an age when clocks are on overy

stare you in the face in_nearly every s.reg "~ ... &r
Archigpiscopal fluRkay, also, he fooked forward to the e
riDg'ng out “ peals of thankfulness on the jubilee of

sovereign ” or “ muffled peals on the death of a young prince
though the “ muffled peals ” would bo far more appropria
®ver the sordid misery and squalid poverty of thousands i
Working people in tho back streets and slums of Newcastle.

" There is nothing aimless or purposeless in the creation <

said his Grace of York. Well now, we should like hi
to tell uo tho aim and purpose of two things—bugs and arcl

bishops, Bugs don’t istm of any two, end they cost a lot i
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bug-powder. Archbishops don’'t seem of any use either, and
they cost from ten to fifteen thousand a year.

From the sweet security of £10,000 a year, payable
quarterly with the regularity of clock-work, the Archbishop
talked of the great “ goodness of God,” and how he had
“ adorned the world with sights which charm the eye” and
“ sounds which delight the ear.” Did he mean crocodiles,
cobras, adders, and such *“ critters” ? Or the roar of lions
and the scream of jackals? Or, coming nearer home, did he
mean ragged beggars, hunger-pinched children, and hard-
faced unsexed women ? Did he mean the strains of Booth'’s
bands, the bray of street-corner preaehers, or the anything
but “ swear not at all ” language of Christians as they
perambulate our thoroughfares ?

The Archbishop of York’s other sermon was in behalf
of the Additional Curates’ Society. It was a trade sermon.
He said “ there was really no want of clergy, but a grant
want of stipends.” Heaps of men were eager to enter
the ministry, but they were deterred when “ the prospects
ef remuneration were so uncertain.” Of course they are.
The ministry, like law and physic, is a profession in which
men engage for bread and cheese, and as many other good
things as they can add thereto. If there were any special
“ holiness ” in the business, any burning desire to “ save
souls,” the Archbishop would sacrifice three-fourths of his
salary, and set up 75 additional curates at £100 a year
each. He would still have £2,500 a year for himself.
What does an honest man want with more? What does
he waat with so much ?

The belief in witchcraft still survives in Somerset, as
appeared from an inquest on a young woman held at Lufton,
near Yeovil. The parents agreed the girl suffered from a
bad wish, and this belief was shared by the herbalist who
attended the deceased. He said, “ It was in the Bible, but
it was a pity it should be so.”

On the west coast of Sumatra tigers are said to have killed
last year sixteen travellers. The natives, from superstitious
motives, dare not attack the tigers. When one was carried
away out of an armed party his companions prayed to the
tiger for mercy, and made no attempt to rescue. This is a
good deal like tho orthodox Christian attitude in face of the
evils in nature.

A letter from Mr. F. A. Chancing to the Daily News,
shows how the Conscience Clause was regarded at Ringstead,
Northamptonshire. The children of Nonconformist parents
withdrawn from religious instruction, attended regularly
and were marked on the register as in time, but wera
punished by being put at the bottom of the clas« on tho
plea that they were late. Attention having been directed
to this iniquitous state of affairs, tho vicar was told by
the Education Department that the practice was a viola <on
of the Conscience Clause, which, if persisted in, would
cause the grant to be withheld. But bigoted teachers

can And other means of making little heretics feel their
crime in not taking the regulation dose of religion.
Some people and their money are soon parted. “ A.,” who

is " Al "’ of the species, has been advertising in the Liver-
pool Daily Mercury:—* Christian Advice implored. Psalm
cxlIx., verse 82.” The verso reads, “ Mine eyes fail for thy
word, saying, When wilt thou comfort me?” Does the
advertiser want a blind man’s raised Bible? Or is it a new
form of the pious cadging lay ? If so, the advertiser may
find “ oomfort” in the truth of Carlyle’s dictum about th*
population of Groat Britain.

Mr. Logan should see what can be done for the Bristol and
Clifton Branch of the Young Woman’s Christian Association.
After an existence of thirty-two years, we hear it is winding
up in consequonce of low fioanoes. The landlord won’t
reduce the rent, and the subscribers won't shell out any more
money.

At Rochford Petty Sessions two enterprising gentlemen
named Thomas Smith and Henry Duggan were sentenced to
fourteen days’ hard labor for stealing shirts from a shop.
The police superintendent said they came from Booth'™*
Colony at Hadleighi
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A minister of the unbecoming name of Gentle, at Salem,
Ohio, is in jail, narrowly escaping lynching en route. He
pleads guilty to an outrageous assault upon a twelve-year-
old girl. By their fruits ye shall know God’'s agents.

At St. lves, Hunts, they raffle for Bibles once a year, in
accordance with a will dated 1675. It was universally
believed in the good old Bible days that God directed the
throw of the dice or the chances of sortilege. As Solomon,
or the writer of Proverbs xvi. 33, says, “ The lot is cast into
the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.”
Gambling was formerly under the sanction of religion. Even
the apostles cast lots as to who should be the successor of
Judas Iscariot (Acts i. 26).

Mr. Waugh and the Bishop of Chester should tell us what
they think of the Bev. Samuel Barnes, of East Dulwich.
This man of God had a mare suffering from incurable lame-
ness ; she appeared unable to put one hoof upon the ground.
He had been spoken to about her condition, but he said the
mare was his, and he should do as he liked with her. The
magistrate, however, at the Lambeth Police-court, is of a
different opinion, and has fined the tender-hearted sky-
pilot £5 and £5 5s. costs.

The Eev. B. Houchen is one of “ the great unpaid " at
Swaffham. No doubt he remembers that the Son of Man
had not where to lay his head. But such vagabondage is not
to be encouraged nowadays. Accordingly the reverend
“ justice ” sends a poor widow to gaol for seven days for
being unable to pay for a bed and sleeping in a sandpit.

The Chicago Sunday Tribune devotes ten columns to an
exposure of Christ Schweinfurth, his “ Heaven ” near Rock-
ford, and his “ Holy Ghost children,” whom one George
Ostrander, an apostate angel, says are the Messiah's own,
begotten of certain married virgins who have taken up their
abode in heaven. Schweinfurth wished his apostles to be
eunuchs, which, he said, was the true interpretation of the
divine rite of circumcision. George Ostrander, however, did
not feel called to the apostleship and ran away from heaven.

Christs don’t turn up so frequently in Europe nowadays.
But they swarm in America. The latest has appeared in
Mexico. He is a priest, who claims to be Christ, and he is
heading a revolt against the Mexican government. If he
fails, he’ll get executed ; if he wins, his trouble will begin.
Nobody knows what a bad time J. C. would have had if
Pilate had not stopped his career.

The Government have had to send troops to arrest
him, and drive away his fanatical and armed followers.
If he does not take care he will have an opportunity of
founding his new religion by getting killed, and rising
again on the third day.

Mr. Millard R. Jones, of New York, says there would be
good feeling between the Chinese and Americans but for the
missionaries, who are “ not a credit to the American people.”
As a rule, he says, there is ground for their being hated and
despised. “ A great many of those who profess to teach
Christianity are leading immoral lives.”

“ Renewed outrages upon European missionaries in China ”
are reported from Shanghai. These gentry are always
getting into trouble. Why don’'t they stop at home and
look after “ the heathen” in England ? Simply because
the clerical market here is overstocked. Missionary Societies
are aided-emigration agencies, to keep down overcrowding
in the clerical profession.

James Grant, in his Romance of War, mentions that in
1706 St. Antony was formally enlisted in the Portuguese
army, and in the same year received the rank of captain,
so rapid was his promotion. His image was clad in successive
uniforms, and he was earried at the head of the army.
Awful was the consternation and indignation when a cannon
ball took off his head. Of course he was decreed a pension,
which his priests received for many a day.

In the town of------ on Saturday night, as the Salvationists
were taking the collection, a boy threw a button into the
circle. The captain, who had long hair, thinking to have
a laugh at the boy’s expense, picked up the button, and
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coming forward to the boy said— “ Here is your change.”
The boy, who was a bit of a wag, replied—"“ Oh, keep
the change, and get your hair cut.”

A large number of Mormons are leaving Salt Lake to settle
in Mexico, where they have acquired a large territory, on
which they may carry out the divine institution of polygamy
after the fashion of the old favorites of God.

The Jewish Church is threatened with a disruption. The
educated English congregations in the West End want
to dispense with some of the old ritual, but the orthodox
and mostly foreign congregations of the East End are
vehemently opposed. -

Prince Bismarck has delivered his soul on the subject of
Sunday labor. He thinks the law prohibiting it vexatious in
the extreme, and says when he is riding about and notices a
laborer cultivating his land on Sunday, “ | shall not see him,”
for he says the effect of telling him he must not work on
Sunday would only be misery and discontent.

Thomas Gibbon, a Manchester street preacher, went to
convert the heathen at Colne. Being chaffed by some youths,
he lost hiB temper like Elisha, and instead of calling up a
couple of bears he played the bear himself. First he struck
a man, and then he wrestled with a constable, severely biting
the officer’'s hand in the struggle. The cannibal evangelist is
now doing a month.

Many queer quotations are made from the Bible. A
London Board school boy, aged ten, gained a prize from the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. He said,
in his little essay, that biting off fox terriers’ tails was “ &
disgusting and barbarous practice.” “ Moreover,” he said,
“ it is opposed to the Bible, which says, ‘' What God hath
joined together let no man put asunder.” That boy should be
trained for the pulpit.

Christians resent the introduction of Mary Magdalene into
opera. Yet they will flock to Covent Garden to hear lIsidore
de Lara’s new opera, “ La Luce dell’Asia” (The Light of
Asia), in which the Buddha's temptation and self-renunciation
are musically rendered. Yet Buddha appeals to more
devotees, and that more deeply, than ever did Jehovah.

Our heavenly Father has manifested himself in flood and
fire at Titasville and Oil City, Pennsylvania, where hundreds
of houses have been destroyed, and women and children
caught by the rushing torrent, and either drowned or burned
alive in the flaming oil which was floating on the water.

The Rev, F. D. Cromer, rector of Keighley, has addressed
a letter to the chairman of the Keighley School Board,
lamenting that, owing to the insufficient religious teaching ID
Board Schools, “ the future men and women of Keighlef
are being robbed of their Christian inheritance.” How subtly
self-interest works. The parson is concerned with his off0
inheritance and that of his tribe, but identifies the clerical
interests with those of the children, who he knows uni«**
they have their daily drill in religious twaddle will be lo*
sheep as far as the Church is concerned.

Two poor cottagers looking into a country church, j°d
as the minister was giving out his text, “ A light to light«ll

the Gentiles ” etc. Come along,” said the one to the other,
“1 told you it was for the Gentlefolks, wo have nothin#
to do with it; hear what ho says, A light to lighten tb®
Gentlefolks.” Aro there not heathens in Albion as w«”

as in Owhyhee ?

HOW TO HELP DS.

(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in th®
window.

(2) Got your nowsagont to take a few copios of the Freethinkcr
and try to soil thorn, guaranteeing to take the copl6
that remain unsold.

(3) Tako an oxlra copy (or moro), and circulate it among y°°r
acquaintances.

(1) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, svbic
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. F°rl
will send them on application.

(5) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in tho tr»ID»
tho car, or the omnibus.
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, June 19, Baskerville Hall, The Crescent, Birming-
ham: at 11, “ Why | Cannot be a Christian”; at 3, * After
Death—What?”; at 7, Is there a God ?”

June 26, Hall of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mb. Charles Watts' Engagements—June 19, Bristol; 26,
Birmingham. July 3, Hall of Science ; 4 and 5, public debate
with the Rev. P. F. Duffy ; 10, Hall of Science; 17, Birming-
ham ; 24, South Shields ; 31, Newcastle. August 7, Birming-
ham; 14, Liverpool ; 21, Manchester ; 28, Grimsby. Sept. 3
and 4, Rushden ; 11, Town Hall, Birmingham ; 18, Birming-
ham; 25, Hall of Science. October 2, Hall of Science; 9
and 16, Birmingham ; 23, Glasgow; 25 and 26, Belfast; 30,
Edinburgh. Nov. 6 and 13, Birmingham; 20, Sheffield ; 27,
Hall of Science. Dec. 4, Hall of Science; 11, Manchester;
18 and 25, Birmingham.— All communications for Mr. Watts
should be sent direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The
Orescent, Birmingham.

Qoiz.—The cutting raises a question which is fully dealt with
in Bible Studies by J. M. Wheeler, a book which is just
being issued from our publishing office.—Tho Spurgeon joke
reached us before. Thanks all the same.

Evans.—See paragraph.
E. L.—Thanks. See “ Acid Drops.”

H. D. Cleal —Address: Joseph Symes, Liberator office, 456
Bourke-street, Melbourne, Australia.

H. Rothera—The quotation you send us docs not exhaust the
subject. If frozen water were not lighter than unfrozen
Water, there would be no ice on the surface at all ; which
Puts an end to the gentleman’s fine argument. Besides it
is an absurdity to judge of the wisdom and goodness of the
supposed Creator by one isolated fact. Logic requires a
Broader survey. For the present, take an opposite illustra-
Hon. A healthy man goes near a smallpox patient; by no
chance does the presence of the healthy man cure the sick
tean, but the sick man may give the healthy man the small-
pox and kill him. Where is tho wisdom, and where the

T goodness, in that ?

J. Read—See “ Acid Drops.”

Newcastle Friend—Wo have heard tho same from other
sources. Some unscrupulous persons (we have their names)
Circulated a report among the delegates, who woro very
foolish to listen to surreptitious scandal, that tho alteration
m the Secretaryship was a dodge to bring Mr. Forder back
to his old post. You ask us if there is tho slightest truth in
Hie report. We reply that Mr. Forder has his publishing
Business to look after ; that ho has no such intention as was
attributed to him ; and that, if ho had, neither tho President
nor any member of the Organisation Committeo would enter-
tain tho idea for a single moment. It is a penalty of the
President's position that ho has to liston to such malignant

» nonsense.

Ron Maiion.—Tho correction shall bo made.

"e Trevor.— (1) Dean Stanley did not believe in tho plenary
inspiration of tho Bible, but ho accepted it in tho main as
Hod's Word. (2) Tho Messiah tho Jews expected was simply
nno to rostoro tho Hebrew Monarchy, and rulo tho Gentiles
from Jerusalem. (3) “ Original sin” is derived from tho
Iu?eﬁching of Paul. Josus said nothing about Adam and tho

all.

B- B,—Thanks for your interesting letter. Wo valuo your
good opinion. Tho articles on “ Will Christ Save Us ?” will
B° reprintod, aftor revision and amplification, in pamphlet
<rni. Mr. Foote will probably, before long, make a collec-
n°n of his host Freethinker articles for soparato publication.
Ho is in tho host of health. With regard to tho cuttings, seo
q Acid Drops.”
'l :'VarrkN) jo Rhodeswoll-road, London, E., thanks tho
Jflends who liavo sent him parcels of litoraturo for distribu-
q at open-air meetings, lie is opon to recoivo more.
*Brooks.—Tho clergy aro always behind tho ago intollectu-
a'ly. To use Ingersoll's languago, they aro of thoso who
stand with their backs to tho sunriso, worshipping tho
n >SBt" Thanks for your good wishes.
«Known.—Tho Morning Leader's story of Sarah Bernhardt
aPd Gounod—in which the “ divine Sarah ” exclaims to tho
P'ous composer “ Monsieur je suis Athée,"” (Sir, I am an
mAtheist)—appeared in tho freethinker two or throe years
E ?OL
'I""BLEyY.—(i) Thero is no allusion to Moses in tho semi-
'storioal books of Samuel and Kings. (2) Max Miillorsays
iat educated and intelligent Jows have regarded tho Ponta-
ciich as the five books about Mosos, not tho five books
Uten by Moses. (3) Tho “ days ” in Gonesis always inoant
ays until scionco showed tho absurdity of such chronology.
eo Mr. Foote’'s Creation Story. (1) Philo never mentions
esus Christ or his followers. Thero was a Greek word,
omething like Christians, meaning “ good people" in uso
°foro Hie time of Josus. -
'iter.—Sorry wo cannot ontertain tho notion at present.

iy
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A. Wade—We cannot answer your first question. Mr. Foote
has never debated with David King, and could not, therefore
have failed to “ come on ” the last night.

T. Herring—Seo “ Sugar Plums.”

W. T. Leekey.—Glad to hear of the good meetings at the
Midland Arches and Regent’'s Park, and of the successful
lectures of Messrs. Cohen, Haslam and Rowney.

W. M. Knox.—No room this week. In our next.

E. J. Woolten—Pleased to hear of Mr. Watts's successful
meetings at Sheffield. As the circus is not to be pulled
down yet, Mr. Foote will give you another date shortly.

James Wilson—You are surely mistaken. We do not recol-
lect the expression of any such opinion in the Freethinker.
General physiology should be taught in our schools. When
sexual physiology should be taught is a more difficult ques-
tion, on which we have no intention to dogmatise. And now
let us advise you to get rid of the notion that ignorance is
innocence.

S. M. W. Ertiott.— (1) Pleased to hear from you. We should
be glad to seo a Branch established at Tunbridge Wells.
Somebody, however, must be ready to take the lead on the
spot beforo the Executive can do anything from Loudon. Is
such a man to be found ? (2) Dr. Allinson is a Vice-Presi-
dent of the N.S.S. We believe, like you, that he is doing a
great deal of good. Medicine, as well as other things,
becomes a mere mystery and craft without innovators and
revolutionists, and a perpetual appeal to fact and common
sense.

G. Fadikner—Seo “ Sugar Plums.” Every candidate in tho
kingdom should be questioned as to his attitude towards
Liberty of Bequest aud tho Blasphemy Laws.

Friknd8 who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Papers Received. — Fritankaren— Two Worlds—Western
Figaro— Boston Investigator----- Der Arme Teufel—Flaming
Sword— lIronclad Age—Lucifer — Progressive Thinker—
Twentieth Century— Clarion—Watts'’s Literary Guide—Echo
—Church Reformer—Southend Standard — Star— Modern
Thought—Weekly Recorder—Chicago Tribune—Francisco
Call—Natal Mercury — Durham Weekly News—Bradford
Weekly News—Leeds Daily News—Liberator—Open Court
— Tribune— Freidenker— Freethinker's Magazine—Adelaide
Advertiser—Evening News and Post.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if u
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the offico, post
froo, dt iho following raion, propoitl = Ono Yoar, Co, Cd.j
Half Year, 3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7£d.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on tho
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub-
scription expires.

Literary communications to bo addressed to the Editor,
14 Clorkenwell-green, Loudon, E.O. All business communi-
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Scale op Advertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every
succeeding toil words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—
Ono inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special
terms for repetitions.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote lectured at the London Hall of Science on
Sunday evening. His subject was “ Is Unbelief a 8in ?” Tho
lecture was very warmly applauded. Mr. Touzeau Parris
took tho chair, and made a strong appeal on behalf of tho
Ilall of 8cience scheme. On the previous Sunday evening,
one gentleman gave £10 for ten shares in Mr. Parris's name,
and another gentleman a donation of £5, which will be held
in shares by the N.S.S.

This evening (June 19) the Hall of Science platform will
be occupied by Mr. G. J. llolyoake. We hope the veterau
will have a good meeting. Ilis subject is “ The Form that
Religion takes on the Eve of a General Election.”

During the next week or so every Freethinker who means
to support the Halt of Science scheme should apply for
shares, and some who have taken shares may see their
way to tako more. Calls can only be made a half-a-crown
at a time per share, with two months’ notice. This makes
it impossible to get in the required capital by Midsummer,
unless a very large number of shareholders are en-
rolled. Perhaps there are some shareholders who can
pay up their shares in full, or something in advance of
their calls. If they can do so they will greatly assist
the directors, who are under contract to take possession
on June 24. Fortunately they have an alternative arrange-
ment with the vendor, by which they are enabled to pay
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less than the £2,000 at first contemplated— leaving, of
course, a larger portion of the purchase money to be paid
hereafter. Applications for shares are coming in steadily,
and no doubt the stream will continue. Still, we should
like to see it quickened during the next ten days. Those
who help promptly help most efficiently, for in these
cases it is always the first steps that are the most difficult.

This Hall of Science scheme is the biggest, financially
speaking, our party has ever attempted. Up to the present
the success is gratifying. We do not expect to tiiumph
immediately. Eome was not built in a day, and a compara-
tively poor party cannot raise thousands of pounds in a few
months. But a good beginning is something, and there is
time before us to complete the enterprise. By and by, as
support is forthcoming, we hope to see a first-rate Institute
in Old-street, which will be a substantial memorial to Charles
Bradlaugh. As soon as the Directors take possession the
Freethought party will be apprised of what is intended to be
done in the immediate future.

We find, after all, that news of the N.S.S. Conference did
reach London. There was a paragraph in the Chronicle, and
another in the Morning Leader, which gave the number of
new Branches and new members during the year. There
was also a good paragraph in the North London Weekly
Recorder, Evidently the old silence of the press is breaking
down.

Mr. Daniel Baker, of Birmingham, was unable to attend
the Newcastle Conference, but he has calculated that his
expenses, if he had gone, would have been two guineas, and
he has sent a cheque for that amount to the Benevolent
Fund. This is an excellent example, which we should like to
see extensively imitated.

Mr. Charles Watts's excellent article on the 8unday opening
of the Chicago Exhibition will show our American friends
that the question, to which they justly attach great import-
ance, is not lost sight of on this Bide of the " herring pond.”

English Freethinkers are proud of the staud their American
b.olL iwu aio takiug in tbia matter. Thojr may bo dofoatod,

for Sabbatarianism is still very strong, but a good fight now
will pave the way for a future victory.

We are glad to hear that Mr. Charles Watts’' three lectures
at Sheffield last Sunday were deeidedly successful. In
the morning and afternoon a thousand persons were present
at each meeting, and Mr, Woollen informs us that at
the evening lecture nearly two thousand attended. The
large audiences gave Mr. Watts a warm reception, and
most enthusiastically cheered his exposure of the inactivity
of the Christian Evidence Society, and the fallacies of
its colored champion. Considerable discussion followed
each lecture, and the sale of the Freethinker and general
Freethought literature was exceedingly good.

Mr. Watts writes to say that he was very pleased at the
excellent arrangements made by Mr. Woollen, assisted by the
other members of the local Branch of the N.S.S, at each of
his lectures on Sunday Mr. Woollen spares no labor or
expense to secure success, and the large gatherings at the
circus at both Mr. Foote's and Mr. Watts’' lectures prove that
his efforts were not in vain. We congratulate our Sheffield
friends upon their renewed energy and business-like activity.

Mr. Watts is very active just now in the political field.
During the last two weeks he has addressed several meetings
in Birmingham on “ The Coming Election,” and he is engaged
to give five more addresses upon the same topic before the
end of June. Last Tuesday he concluded his debate with
the Eev, Dr. McCann, and to-day (Sunday, June 19) he
lectures three times in Bristol.

Mr. Tonzeau Parris lectures three times to-day (June 19)
in the Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street, Liverpool. His
subjects are interesting, and we hop; our colleague will have
good meetings and a hearty reception.

The Battersea Branch holds its quarterly tea and soiree
next Sunday, June 26, at 6.30, tickets 6d. All Freethinkers
in South-west London should buy a ticket and support the
Branoh, as it is greatly in need of fundsi Members’ quarterly
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meeting at 3.30 for election of officers and other important
business.

Leeds friends are requested to assemble in strength and
in good time near the Band Stand on Woodhouse Moor to
form a ring round the platform and secure an orderly
meeting. If the pro-Christian element resort to riotous
behavior, they may find that such conduct renders them
liable to lawful punishment and the stigma which attends it.
The lecture by Mr. Fisher is to begin at 7 prompt.

A special important meeting of the Nottingham Branch
will be held to-day (June 19) at the Secular Hall, Beck-
street, at 7 prompt. All members are urgently requested to

attend.

Owing to the changed weather, the Glasgow Branch did not
go on excursion list 8unday. The party is to meet to-day
(June 19)—wearher permitting, we presume—at 10 30 am.
on the south side of Jamaica-bridge. Esturn fare to Gieniffer

Braes, Is. 6d.

The Bradford Branch’'s excursion to Morecambe comes off
to-day (June 19). The train starts at 6,20 a.m., not 8.20
as stated last week.

Mr. Sam Standring gave open-air lectures at Eochdale on
Sunday to very large audiences, and gave satisfaction M
answering the many questions put to him. He goes there
again next Thursday (June 23) to debate with any Christian
put forward to meet him. If there is no debate he will
lecture in the Town Hall-square at 7,

Messrs. Hemingway and Willock are issuing from their
Freethought Publishing Dep6r, 10G Oxford-street, Manchester,
a series of “ Manchester Tracts for the Times.” The firsti*
Christ on the Labor Question, by Sim 8tandring. It should
do good in a city where the Labor Question is a burning one*

The Freethinkers' Magazine for June gives a capital ropro*
duction of the photograph of Miss 8usan Wixon, authoress
of When Wumun/iuod Aieakes and for many years editor el
the “ Children’s Corner” in the Truthseeker of New York*
Mr. T. B, Wakeman contributes an excellent paper on “ Tbh®
Higher Criticism,” Miss Bishee writes on “ The Sunday-"
Past, Present and Future,” and Mr. Benwell on “ The Eelig>°B
of Evolution a Philosophy of Life.” Altogether the JuO®
number of the Freethinkers' Magazine is a good one.

Dr. Felix L. Oswald contributes to Open Court a capit®
paper on “ Dead-Letter Dogmas,” in which he shows ho*
creeds and their names live on, while the prevailing practi®®
has come to imply not only a modification but an absolut®
antithesis of the creed. If, he says, a pious Hindoo shoul”
devote his holidays to lectures on the duty of sparing.t*1®
lives of all fellow-creatures, and divide his week-diys betwe®0
slaughter-house work and hunting, the incongruity could not
be more glaring than the practical comments of Christi*®1
on Christianity. *“ ‘' Take no thought for the morrow,” ‘ pr’’
vide neither gold nor silver.’ ‘ neither have two coats api®®
are precepts endorsed by Sunday-school teachers who
the accumulation of wealth, nay of excessive and superfluous
wealth, the object of a restless pursuit, and who woui™
promptly agree to tako tho risk of passing tho needlo’s eye
the heavenly kingdom with a hundred camel-load of com-
As to what tho religion of to-day roally is, Dr. Oswe>
answers in tho words of Ibrahim Pasha: “ As to the ere®
of these western Giaours, accounts differ, and all that can 08
said with certainty is that it has changed.”

Tho Ilibbert Lectures this year have been on Judaic
dealt with by Mr. Claude Montefiore. The lecturer is a J®*
though not an orthodox one, for he gives up the Mo*aC
authorship of the Pentateuch. He, however, defends Judai®®
from thoso who seek to extol her daughter,v Christianity* f6
the expense of the mother faith. Two defects he allows B
Judaism, “ its deep-seated particularism and the puerility 0
great sections of the ceremonial lav.” Yet both of the*«
claimed to be God-given in the Bible. Thoso defects,
Montefiore thinks, are not inherent in Judaism, which
yot burst tho bonds of legalism and particularism. But e*£
it do so without discarding all pretence to revelatio®
resting on the mere ground of Theism f
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Lady Florence Dixie, writing in the Welsh Review on
Woman and the Coming Evolution, Bays: ‘"There are few
sources more to blame for woman'’s degradation and subjection
than the Church. It, more strongly than any other source,
has preached woman’s subjection. There never was a religion
more opposed to woman’s freedom than the Christian, and
yet Christ was woman'’s true friend and advocate; but Chris-
tianity is a burlesque nowadays of the religion of Christ. In
Christ we saw a poor, humble, charitable man, who preaching,
practised what he preached ; in the archbishops and bishops

see sleek, fat, well-fed potentates. What humbug the
whole thing is ; and by such fat magnates as these are women
ruled1 |If it were not so sad it would be ludicrous.” That
Christ was woman'’s true friend and advocate Lady Florence
Dixie has probably heard, and repeats without evidence, or
tlie, like others, might derive it from her own fertile imagina-
tion, for certainly it cannot be easily gathered from the gospels.

Bible Studies is the title of a book that will be issued from
our publishing office next week. It is a collection of some
of the most valuable articles written by Mr. J. M. Wheeler.
AH of them have been revised, some considerably amplified,
and others nearly re-written. The first essay on Phallic
Worship among the Jews deals very fully with a curious
=object, and is illustrated with striking woodcuts. The other
papers are interesting as well as instructive. Mr. Foote has
Written a brief Preface, expressing his sense of the value of
Mr. Wheeler’s book, which should be in the library of every
Freethinker who wants to understand the Bible.

The continuation of Mr. Foote's essay on “ Will Christ
Save Vs?” stands over in consequence of the pressure
°f other matter. A fresh instalment will appear next week.

Mr. 8. M. Peacock got Mr. Grice, a working man,
aPpointed on the committee to examine the Board School
children in religious instruction. Mr. Grice is a Spiritualist,
hut not a bigot. He found much to disapprove, and he
huB related his experiences at a public meeting. lie passed
=°uie severe strictures on the stories taught to the children,
aJ'l declared that the object of the Church party was
eimply to teach sectarian doctrines. There was a warm
discussion after Mr. Grice’s speech, and the meeting broke
WP in some disorder; but the ventilation of this matter
*i11 do good to the cause of Secular Education.

®'r James M. Carmichael, Liberal candidate for the St.

°llox division of Glasgow, writing to Mr. G. Faulkner,
e*pre88es himself in favor of the Liberty of Bequest Bill and
aBainst the Blasphemy Lrws. "Conviction by coercion,” he
,ay® “ is not worth having.”

Mr. Foote’s statement as to the Blasphemy Laws and the

y m which they oppress and hamper the Freetliought party
“m'drawn up at tho request of the N.S.S. Executive—is in"the

IQtor s hands, and will be ready for circulation in a few

*re includes a list of questions to bo put to parlia-
mentary candidates. Freethinkers requiring copies for use

ring the approaching elections should apply at once, stating
°w many they require, to Mr. Stanley Jones, sec., 28 Stone-
c'Hter-stroet, London, E.O.

OBITUAEY.

. W. B. Smart, the gdlant flroman, who lost his life
m suppressing the conflagration at llargrave-park-road,
Dpper Holloway, was a member of the Bethnal Green
"ranch of tho National 8ecular Society. lie was universally
respected. A comrade, in' the Star, said, "A better man
u®i never put breath in.” His parents ngreed to have
a Secular burial, and, at tho request of the Branch, Mr.
j-oote consented to spoik at tho gravo. The funeral wil
e reported in our next issue.

Nobth-Eastebn Secdlab Fkdebation Pbopagandist Funi

Sunderland Branch, £1 ; Mr. Elcoat, 10s. Further sub
ecripiiong are urgently needed.— Joseph Bbown, 8G Durham
=treet, Bentinck, Newcastlo-on-Tyne.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE M aLTIICBIAN DEFENCE FuRD.— V
w. Mein, Is.; T. B, Gd.; U. B. W,, 6d.; J. 8., Is.; J.P
| R. llatikey, 6d.; J. Btett, 3d.; B. Dawson, Is.; W\
Woodhall, 6d. Per Mr. Forder i A. Tarn, 10s.; E. Maj
o 6d. | Mr. Hundly, Is. 6d. Tho above has been hand«

°T*r to Mr. Loader.—Joseph BboWK, 86 Durhana-streel
Wsntlnok, Newoastls-en'Tyn«.
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WHAT IS A FREETHINKER?

An answer to this question may appropriately occupy
the pages of a journal bearing the title, more especially
as the enemy generally gives a description of him as
far off the real thing as his ingenuity can put it. My
friend the late George Dawson related that he saw a
picture in Normandy underwritten “ Freethinker.” It
represented a half-dressed man in an attic. Every-
thing in the room was upside down; the clock was on
the bed and the pillow on the mantel-shelf. All this
confusion was ascribed to the Freethinker, but,
Dawson said, “ it was only in the artist who drew the
picture.” Men’s views change, and the words ex-
pressing them change in their meaning when applied
to new facts and circumstances. But freethinking is
the name of a method, a mode of exercising our intel-
lectual faculties, and not the conclusions arrived at.

The term Freethinker will never fairly represent
other than one who thinks without any restriction by
any authority, whether it be King, priest, book, or
Church. Of course the thinker is restricted by his
capacity and the facts by which he is surrounded.
Thinking is not measured, it is not lawless, and no
system of psychology that states that it is, is worth the
paper on which it is written. All thinking is controlled
by nature and by logic. The Freethinker, in exer-
cising the faculty (hat has to do with thought, sub-
jects it to no other laws hut those of nature and logic.
What others may have said, he considers, examines—
does not accept because it has been said. A Free-
thinker is one who pursues this method of thinking,
and his conclusions are such as the facts and his reason-
ing upon them lead to. It is difficult to imagine any
other kind of thinker besides the one who freely doubts,
examines, and inquires in all directions without care for
or fear of consequences.

In days gone by, Freethinkers were called loose-
thinkers; but in spite of that they are not tied thinkers,
except to the rules of logic and the principles of true
reasoning, which is controlled only by evidence. To
be a/ree-thinker, custom, fashion, the chatter of the
schools, the babble of the pulpit, the screams of
fanatics—all these must be ignored. Hence, not only
intelligence, but courage and daring are essential to
the formation of a Freethinker. Freethinker implies
intelligence, nobility of mind, fearless liberty of
thought. Our old Saxon word “ free” means not
under vassalage—not ruled by arbitrary power. A
free people means a people under a government of
their own choice, appointed and controlled by them-
selves.

Theologians sometimes refer to this definition as
though we meant a reckless gang of robbers. It is no
longer the Church that makes definitions or does all
the thinking in this country. The law of thinking
implies an intellectual process ; the law of the Church
is no thinking allowed other than our thinking—you
arc only free to think on the condition that you come
to our conclusion—agree with us at the finish. But
the days of its rule are numbered—its authority is
vanishing. Tho monopoly of thinking is broken up,
in spite of the fact that the establishment of free trade
in thinking on religion was denounced as being as
inimical to souls as free trade in corn to farmers and
landlords.

The name Freethinker lias never possessed enough
power to alarm some people; hence the additions of the
names “ Infidel ” and “ Atheist,” both of which must
be Freethinkers, although the terms arc not strictly
convertible. All Atheists are Freethinkers, hut all
Freethinkers arc not Atheists. But mad theologians
cannot stoop to rational and truthful distinctions
essential to a clear understanding. The last thing
they think of is taking a man’s own definition of what
ho is. They choose such epithets as they think will
give the Freethinker the most objectionable appearance
in the eyes of his fellows» who do not happen to know
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anything about him. Only recently some person in
London, named Mitchell, wrote to a local paper
informing the ignoramuses of the aliases of Secular-
ism—*“ Infidelity ” and “ Atheism.” Scarecrows like
these are almost played out; the average citizen walks
right up to them, and finds only old coats hung on
sticks!

I remember the time when even a pious Unitarian
was described as some animal whose habits and pecu-
liarities were unknown, and therefore to be approached
by all prudent people with caution. People who
believed in God and hoped for a future state, as many
Freethinkers did in the past, come down to us labelled
“ Atheists”—aname so generally applied that aFrench-
man wrote a dictionary filled with persons bearing the
title. It is the most popular of all the marks of oppro-
brium ever invented, and by which Christians them-
selves were first denounced before they so denounced
each other and their opponents. Freethinkers who
were Deists received the title “ Atheist 7 from Theists
—the peculiarity of such a peformance being very
striking when we remember that the real difference
consisted in the fact of (Deist meant God and Tlieist
meant God) one being derived from Latin and the
other from Greek.

We cannot, then, too often repeat, so as to render
misrepresentation unjustifiable, what we mean by what
we call ourselves and wish to be known by. Moreover,
for the benefit of liars and slanderers, be it said that
the name we choose is not to hide or disguise our
opinions.

A Freethinker i3 one who follows reason and
experience regardless of consequences to preconceived
opinions, and accepts or rejects opinions on religion
on the same ground, as opinions on all other subjects.
This may be sufficiently clear to all who care to
understand it; others must shift for themselves. The
Freethinker is the apostle of freedom, and whatever
promotes it; he cherishes whatever obstructs™ it, he
would sweep away.

Whatever conclusions he adopts they are such as
may be arrived at after the freest and fairest discussion,
no matter what name they may obtain among the
enemies of scepticism and free-inquiry—the pioneers
of all truth. The Freethinker iooks on freedom and
truth as of higher value than all else in the world.
To him, freedom is the breath of life, the parent of
joy, of comfort, and of happiness; that which gives
the flower of human life its lustre and perfume. As
regards the nature of the conclusions arrived at, and
the opinions adopted by Freethinkers, uniformity
does not prevail, nor is it likely to, except on questions
that can be referred to science, ascertained facts, or
admit of demonstration. After all, uniformity is not
in all cases desirable. It is possible that the landscape
would not be improved by the abolition of hills and
valleys. Our capacities, ages, and circumstances vary,
our knowledge and experience are not alike, our
ability to observe and infer is not equally bestowed
by nature or acquired by education. Hence our
divisions, and perhaps our healthy state of mind.

There is a tendency, the result of freethought, to
confine our attention to what wc know, and to rely
only on probable truth. This will probably be the
outcome of freethought on all questions that can
engage the attention of the human mind. Our
creed will be necessarily short, but it will be all
the more easily remembered, and its great dis-
tinguishing feature will be one not common to any
outside our ranks, whether ancient or modern, it
will be easily understood by everybody.

CIIAKLES C. CATTEL.L.

Mr. Simpson : “ 'Rastus, do you ever read the Bible ?”

"Yes, sah; | done read it cler froo to fin' out
er tol of de cullud gem’men.” Mr. Simpson :
Indeed Well, did you find an instance?” 'Rastug ;

ics, sah ; | done diekivver were it tell ob Ebon Ezer.”
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“GOD IS LOVE.

In yonder room a fair girl’s form

Lies stilled. Death’s chill and blasting storm
Hath froze the heart. A mother sighs,
Weeps o'er those ghastly, fireless eyes.

Her quiv'ring breath, to realms above,

Is fitly wafting “ God is Love.”

A child, barefooted in the street,
Stands shiv'ring in the blinding sleet.
Rags his robe. Face pinched and pale.
His birthright want. His sad, sad tale
Of woe, a Satan’s heart would move.
Interpreted, it's “ God is Love.”

The battlefield bestrewn with dead

And wounded men. Fair green dyed red.
Deep groans, wild agonising cries,

Rush to the cold and heartless skies.
From blighted homes, with notes of dove,
Soars Happy-Landward, “ God is Love.”

A true, a loving heart is wrecked

By one whose outer smile bedecked,

And hid, the heartless man. He won,
Then tossed aside. He, once her sun,
Shines not. Bespoiled, her love's fair grove
Heartrent, she sigheth, “ God is Love,”

A haggard form in yonder bed,

To hellish agony lies wed.

His world, the bed wherein ho lies.

A ceiling white, his azure skies.

Groans, his sweet hymns to “ One above.”
Ah ! truly, truly, “ God is Love.”

God’s image, Man, seems scarce at best
When reason, by somo cause oppressed
Takes flight, and leaves a babbling fool ;
A raving brute, born brutea to rule.
The Man below, the Brutes above,

Most surely proves that " God is Love.”

Yon red brick Hall for those oppressed

By God’s kind hand. A liom9 of rest

For suff'ring men. There Death's high priest,
Disease, gloats o’er his bloody feast.

Pain 1 why should'st thou so freely rove ?
The Demon answers “ God is Love.”

The death-bed, struggling, long-drawn sighs,
The quir’'ring limbs, tbo fading eyes.
Heart-rending scene. Death grimly mocks
The yearning hearts, and firmly locks
His arms around, then looks above.
And grinning, whispers “ God is Love.”

V ul1tOB*.

LIBERTY OF BEQUEST AND TIIE COMING ELECTION-

Tiie Liberty of Bequest Committee have been making pOf
sistent efforts to secure the introduction of their Bill iot°
Parliament during this session. But, in addition to tb0
difficulties which always attend the promotion of any objec
favoring the interests of Freethinkers, tho Committee ha*0
had to contend with the lethargy which afflicts a moribun
Parliament, combined with tbo excessive caution manifest
by representatives about to seek re-election. In view of 0
these obstacles, the Committeo had little hope of doing ® °re:
this session, than bringing tho question of the disabilities o
Freethinkers immediately before the Liberal members
Parliament; ascertaining their feeling with regard to it, aB®
their disposition to assist in removing tho grievance ; an,
eliciting from the legal gentlemen who sit in tho House, an
who are known to bo in sympathy with Freothoughfi
expression of opinion on tho Bill and on its prospects.
has been done, by personal interviews with all those me®
likely to approve tho Committee’'s object; and the legal a8P
of the question of bequests for Freethought purposes
been mado clear. It has also been demonstrated to
Committee’s representative who undertook the work ot v
sonally waiting upon members of Parliament, that ha

Bill been framed ono whit more aggressively, or been

least widened in its scope, it would have rtte"bie
no consideration whatever; for, as it stands, hon°r.”
gentlemen are extremely chary of identifying thems0"0*

*

N
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the measure, and no one has been found willing to introduce
it during this session. In addition, however, to several
influential members having promised to back the Bill, the
Committee have the assurance of two sitting members that
they will introduce it if re-elected. Their reasons for declin-
ing to do so in this Parliament were given conSdentially, but
they are commendable. Earnest and united effort on the
part of all Freethinkers throughout the kingdom is now of
the utmost importance, and could not fail to effect a speedy
removal of their disabilities in the matter of bequests.

The Committee’s resources are being employed in ensuring
the interrogation of every Parliamentary candidate at the
forthcoming General Election on the subject of the *“ Civil
and Religious Liberty Extension Bill.” To this end, a copy
of the Bill has been sent to every Liberal political organisation
in England, with a request for co-operation. This important
"york can be greatly assisted if every friend of religious
liberty will make a point of ensuring that the candidates for
his own division have been questioned as to the Bill, and that
an answer has been obtained from those gentlemen. No
matter if the question has already been put, put it again, the
oftener the better.

Copies of the Bill and full information will be gladly
forwarded to any reader of this journal who will undertake
the urgent work here specified.

The Committee wish to impress on all sections of the Frea-
thought party the importance of concerted action, the oppor-
tunity which the forthcoming elections will present for
making their demand well and widely known, and the earnest
°f success for the measure afforded by the rapid permeation
°f rational and enlightened ideas through all classes of
society, The offices of the Liberty of Bequest Committee are
n9w at 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.O.

BOOK CHAT.

a
edV °f the Army of the Night, by Francis Adams (second
g y°0> London: William Reeves), is a little volume of
~ocialiet poems “ For the Cause of Labor all over the World.”
so * .Wrlter is apparently half-maddened by the evils of

ad*t an® m’30r'o3_°f i'h0 poor. Ils hates En?_land,
takes a pessimistic view of her future, at least until she

in A7 a rOVolution " ~ra ani® blood.” His heart is
ho right place, but his head is too easily turned. It
st e disputed, however, that he has a poetic gift. llis

for ° 19 *Orae>and some of the shorter poems have the realistic
lea°t = a Photograph. But he is most of a poet when he is

is r li* a Pa3,on— which is natural. The sonnet on Buddha
p a 7 fine ; so, in another fashion, is the sonnet to Charles
on th ' ~ough it is eclipsed by a longer and stronger poem

subject at the end of the volume.
headed “ To the Christians

Take, then, your paltry Christ,
Your gentleman God.

We want the carpontor’s son,
With his saw and hod.

We. want the man who loved
The poor and oppressed,

Who hatod the rich man and king
And the scribo and the priest.

We want tlio Galiloan
Who know cross and rod.

It's yonr “ good tasto ” that profors
A bastard God 1

- * *

The following

This is not Mr. Adams at his best—far from it. But it
?hows his attitude, which is also shown by a powerful, Ming-
le* and most blasphemously Republican address “ To Queen
metoria in England, on her Jubilee Year.” The °ngest and

6at sustained poem is entitled, “ The New Locksley i

, ort7 Years After.” It is a fierce onslaught on Tennyson
deserting the people’s cause. It shows tho wricrs

3rength, but is it not too querulous ? Tennyson has g "0n
world tho best ho had to give. Lot us tako it and be

ankful. The world needs tho consolation of beauty as well
as tho impulse to heroic ondcavor.

0

Books Condemned to be Burnt, by James Anson Farrer,
ornis a notable addition to tho Book Lovers’ Library, edited
b7 H. B. Wheatley. It is true the barb materials of the
~oluoae, so far as it concerns the books burnt in England, are
J? ha found jn [[art’s Index Expurgatoriui Anglicana, and
fOr the rest Oabriel Peignot's Dictionnaire des rrincipaux
L 'vres Condemnes au Feu, supplies all necessary information.
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But Mr. Farrer has put this material in readable form, and
his work, if something far short of a history, may fairly
claim to be something Iesi dull*than a dictionary.

»

Such a work has many items of interest for Freethinkers,
and these might have been supplemented. Mr. Farrer men-
tions, for instance, the burning of Servetus together with his
books. His Christianismi Restitutio, he says, “ is said to be
the rarest book in the world,” though, by the way, there are
two copies, one in Paris and the other in Vienna. But ho
he does not mention that an edition of the works of Servetus
was printed by Peter Palmer, a London bookseller, in 1723,
it is said at the instance of Dr. Mead. Dr. Gibson, Bishop of
London, ordered the whole impression to be seized, and the

copies were either burnt or otherwise destroyed.
* * *

Several little slips may be found in Mr. Farrer's book by
anyone who has gone carefully over the ground. Thus
(p. 13) he ascribes the Théologie Portative, attributed to the
Abbé Bernier, to “ an apostate monk, Dulaurent, who took
refuge in Holland to write this and similar works.” He
means Dulaurens, the editor of L'Evangile de la Raison.
But the Théologie Portative wa3 more probably the work of
d’'Holbach. A reference to Mr. Wheeler's Biographical Dic-
tionary of Freethinkers might have set Mr. Farrer right on
this and other matters.

* * *

Mr. Farrer makes no mention of Wm. Freeke’'s Brief but
Clear Confutation of the Trinity, which on Jan. 3, 1693,
was ordered by the House of Lords to be burnt by the
common hangman, though he mentions the later works of
“ Translated ” Asgill and “ Conditional Immortality ” Coward.
Even in mentioning the last work burnt in England, The
Present Crisis with regard to America Considered, Feb. 24,
1775, he says, “ The fate it met with seems now the only
ascertainable fact about it,” and has no suspicion that he may
have to do with a work by Thomas Paine—a matter surely
worth looking into. Taken altogether, however, Mr, Farrer’s
book is an interesting one, and quite good enough to show us

he could write one better.

* *

An Agnostic View of the Bible, by S. Laing (London :
Watts and Co. ; 6d.), hardly bears out its title. Most of the
pamphlet is a criticism of Noah's Flood. This was the
biggest event in Bible history, after the Creation, but the
narrative of it occupies a small space in the Scriptures, Mr.
Laing should have given an Agnostic’'s view of the Bible as a
whole, or taken a less comprehensive title. With this reser-
vation the pamphlet is worthy of praise, being written with
Mr. Laing’s customary force and lucidity.

* * *

By the way, why does Mr. Laing refer to the burning of
the Alexandrian Library by the Caliph Omar as an established
point in history ? There is no real proof that any such library
existed at that time. The great Library of Alexandria was
destroyed by the Christians in the early part of tho fifth
century. Any subsequent library there is very hypothetical,
and the story of the Caliph Omar is as unauthenticated as
any of the Bible stories that Mr. Laing rejects.

- - #

At the close of this essay, Mr. Laing states his belief that
Christianity has been “ an important factor in the history
of *he foremost races and highest civilisati ms.” He also says
that “ no candid Agnostio can deny” that the European
races stand on a higher platform than they would have
occupied if they had been converted, by the sword or other-
wise, to Mohammedanism. Now we are unabje to speak for

candid (or uncandid) Agnostics ; but, speaking for our-
selves, we venture to doubt the accuracy of Mr. Laing’s
opinion. Mohammedan civilisation was far superior to
any in Christendom until the advent of modern
science. But it is vreally idle to call a civilisation
either Christian or Mohammedan. Civilisation  flows
from ecience and racial aptitudes, and as it advances it

compels religion to accommodate itself to the chaDge.
Without this secular progress, religion always remains stag-
nant if not retrogressive.  Mr. Laing, tho Agnostic, like the
Christians ho writes against, is, we think, simply putting the
cart before th« horse. On the other hand, he misses an
alternative raised by Shelley. What if Christianity had never
controlled Europe, and our civilisation had been continued on
the best lines of Greece and Rome ? Might not the state of
Europe have been a vast improvement on what we find
existing
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.
[Notice! of Lecture!, etc., must reach, ui hy first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not lent on post-card.]

LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): Satur-
day, Sunday, and Tuesday at 8.15, social gatherings. Wednesday
at 8, dramatic class, ihursdav at 8 committee meeting.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, ttoinan-road: 6,
tea (6d.); 7.30, music; 8 Thomas Crisfield, “ The Value of
Hypnotism” (with experiments). 8at irday at 7.30, dancing.

Camberwell—61 New Church-roan, 8.L.: 5.30, debating class,
Mr. Vogel, “ The Art of Public Speaking”; 7.30, C.J. Hunt,
“ Materialism and Spiritism.”

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 7.30, G. J. Holyoake,
“ The Form that Beligion takes on the Eve of a General
Election.”

West Ham—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: 7.30, W. J.
Bamsey will lecture; rp-cial general meeting after the lecture.

Open-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park-gates: tl.15. It. Rc.setti, “ Bible Blunders” ; 7,
Stanley Jones, “ Is there Evidence for the Existence of God ?”

Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’sChurch;: 11.15, W.Heafurd,
* The ldea of God.”

Camberwell — Station-road:
without Superstition.’

Clerken»ell Green:
what did he Teach ?”

Columbia-road (near Columbia Market), Hackney-road ;
J. Fagan, “ The Apostles’ Creed.”

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. Cohen will lecture.

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, E. W. Osborn,
“ A True Life of David ”; 3.30, F. Haslam, “ Heroes and Martyrs
of Freethougnt.”

Hammersmith (corner of The Grove); Thursday at 8, a lecture.

Hammersmith-bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, H. Courtney will
lectuie.

Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, H.Courtney will lecture.

Kilburn Salisbury.road (near Queen's Park Station): 7, Mr.
St. John will lecture.

Kinesland Green (near Ball's Pond-road): 11.30, T. Thurlow,
* Is the Bible a Goon Book ?'

Lambeth—New Cut (near Victoria Hall): 11.30, C. J. Stein,
berg, “ Christ and Christianity.”

Leyton (open space near Vicarage-road, High-road): 11.30, S. H.
Alison, “ All about the Devil.”

Mile End Waste: 11.30, C. Cohen, “ The Devil.”

Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, J. Bowney will lecture.

Plaistow Green: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey will lecture.

Tottenham (corner of West Green-road); 3.30, W. J. Ramsey
will lecture.

Victoria Park (near the fountain):
will lecture.

Walthamstow — Markhonse Common: 6.30, O. J. Steinberg,
“ Miracles” Thursday at 7.45, C. Cohen will lecture.

Wood Green—Jolly Butchers-hill: 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ What
do Christians Believe ?”

11.30, G. Standring, “ Morality
11.30, F. Haslam, “Who was Jesus and

11.15,

11.15, and 3.15, C. J. Hunt

COUNTRY.
Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge-street:
G. W. Foote, it, “Why 1 Cannot be a Christian”; 3, “ After

Death—wliat ?” ; 7, “ Is there a God ?”

Derby— Mr. McUuinness's 20 Ne ivland-street:
meeting.

Hull — St. George’'s Hall, 6 Story-street, Albion.street: 6.30,
I1. Percy Ward, “ God is Love: it is Truel a Reply to G. E. C.
Naewiger’'s pamphlet, God is Luc : is if 'jrue ?"

Liverpool Oddfellows’ Hall, at. Anne-street: Touzeau Parris,
11, “ Uns cial Superstitions” ; 3, “ Butler's ‘ Analogy’; an
Atheistic Argument”; 7,“ Home Glaring Ib fectsof Christianity."

Manchester N H 8., Secular Hall, Kusi oline-road, Oxford.road,
“ 1he Recent N.S.8. Con-

7, important

All Saints’: 6.30, San Standring,
ference.”

Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.

Portsmouth - Wellington Hall, Wellmgion.street, Southsea:
7. Mr. Arms 'en, “ The French It volution.”

Sin filed Branch members and friends will visit Clifton Park,
etc., Rntherh tin; train leaves Midland station at 2 p.tn.

8outh Shields—Capt. Duncan's Navigation School, King-streJt:
7, adjourned annual meeting, election of offic rs.

Open-air P kopaoanda.

Derby—Bass's Monument, Market-place: 11, Mr. O Ford “ An
Hour with Col. 1ngeisoll.”

Hull—Corporation Field : 3, S. Thotnp.-on, “ Prayer.”

1"eeds—Woodhou.se Moor (near the band-stand): 7, J. Greevz-
Fisher, “ 7his World and the Next.”

Manchester — btephenson-square; 11, Sim Standring, “ The
Presbyterian God.” Detimark-road : 3, Sam StandriDg, “ Faith,
Hope, and Charity.” Monday at 8 Denmark.road, Sam Htandring,
“ Toe Unjust steward.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Town Moor (open sports platform) : 6,30, a
meeting, several speakers; if unfavorable went er, in Eldon Hall.

Morecambe, Bradford: I, A. It. Wakefield, “ Home Historic
Characters »ho were not Christians ” ; 2.30, John Orange “ Does

Man Survive Death?”

POSITIVISM.

“ Reorganisation, without G d or King, by the Systematic
Worshipof llumanit..” Neuc stlc-on-Tyne, Church of llumani y.
St. Mary's-place. 8ervice and addresses on Positivism every
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.

~LN<IJTUUEKS, ENGAGEMENT».
Touzeau Parris, 28 Rivercourt-road, Hammersmith, London,
W.—June 19, Liverpool.
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H. Snel1, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—June 25, e., Hotspur Club;
26, m., Camberwell. July 3. m, Battersea; a., V.ctoria Park ; 10,
m., Lambeth; e., Hammersmith; 17 to 31. Holidays. Ausr. 7, m.,
Battersea; a., Finsbury Park; 14, m., Westminster; a., Regent’'s
Park ; 21, m., Camberwell; 28, e.. Camberwell

0. J. Hunt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’'s Park, London, W.—
June to Sept,., all mornings booked.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon.road, Botherhithe, London S.E.
—June 19, m., Hornsey. July 3, m., Camberwell; 10, Clerken-
well; 17, m., Westminster; 24 to 31, Annual Tour. Aug. 7,
Camberwell; 14, Southampton; 21, Westminster.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—June
19, m., Mile End; a., Regent's Park; e., Edmonton; 26, m.,
Battersea; a., Victoria Park; e., Walthamstow.

Sam Standrino, 106 Oxford-road, All Saints’ Manchester.—
June 19, Manches er; 23, Rochdale. July 3, Blackburn; 10,
Salford ; 17, Bradford. Aug. 7, Rochdale ; 14, Hull.

C. J. steinbero, 10a Mile End-road, E—June 19, m., Lambeth;
26, m, Victoria Park. July 10, m., Columbia-road; 17, m.,,
Lambeth ; 24, m., Bethnal Green; 31, a., Finsbury Park.

S. H. Aison, 52 Chant-street, Stratford, E.—June and July, all
mornings booked; July 24, e., Battersea. Aug. 7, m. and e,
Chatham; 14, m., Bethnal Ore n; e., Walthamstow; 21, m,
Victoria Park; 28, in., Wood Green.

James Hooper, 11 Upper Eldon-ktreet, Sneinton, Nottingham.—
June 19, Manchester. July 3, Manchester; 10, Hull; 11, Grimsby.

T. Tiiurlow, 34 Wetherell-road, Sou'll Hackney. — June 19,
July 3, Aug. 14, Sept. 11, mornings, Kingsland Green; May 29,
e., June 12, e, and June 26, m., Walthamstow.

Stanlet Jones, 28 8tonecutter-street, London, E.C.- June 19,
e., Battersea. July 17, m, Kingslaud Green. Aug. 7, e., Hammer-
smith ; 28, in.,, Lambeth

NOW READY.

NEW SPRING and SUMMER PATTERNS in SUITINGS,
TROUSERINGS, and LADIES' DRESS MATERIALS.
All at a Reasonable Price. Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Terms Cash. Terms Cash.

SPECIAL LINES.

Light Fawn Beige, 24 iuclios wide, fid. por yard.

Light Fawn Cashinore, 44 inches wide, 9d. por yard (slightly
imperfect).

Light Cardinal CaBlimore,44 inches wido, 9d. per yard (slightly
imperfect).

Black and Navy Serges, for dresses, 42 inches, Is. 4d., Is. 6d.
and Is. 8d. per yard.

Tweed Suit Lengths, 12s. each.

Tweed Trousers Lengths, 5s. Gd. each.

Black Serge Suit Lengths, 12s. Gd. each. r

Beautiful Black Figured Capo Cloth, all wool, 50 inches wide»
3s. 3d. per yard.

I will send patterns of any of the abovo lots on receipt »1
stamped addressed envelope.

J. W. GOTT, 36 VILLIERS ST., BRADFORD.

INGERSOLL, ROBERT G.

Some Mistakes of Moses. The only complete edition
in England. Accurate oh Colenso, and fascinating
as a novel. 132pp.

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth

Defence of Freethought. A five hours' speech at the
Trial of 0. B. Reynolds for Blasphomy ..

Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M.Whoolor

Rome or Reason? A Reply to Cardinal Manning

Crimes against Criminals

Oration on Walt Whitman

Humanity’'8 Debt to Thomas Paine

True Religion

The Three Philanthropists

Love the Redeemer

Why am | an Agnostic? Parts I. and I1., each

Faith and Fact. Roply to Rev. Dr. Field

God and Man. Second Roply to Dr. Field ...

The Dying Creed...

Creeds and Spirituality

The Limits of Toleration. A Discussion with tho
Hon. F. I). Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford

Art and Morality

Do | Blaspheme ?

The Clergy and Common Sense

Social Salvation...

Marriage and Divorce.

The Great Mistako

Live Topics

Myth and Miracle

An Agnostic’'s View
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-READY KEXT WEEK-

""BIBLE

STUDIES"™

AN ESSAY ON

PHALLIC WORSHIP & OTHER CURIOUS RITES & CUSTOMS
By J. M, WHEELER.

Contents :—Phallic Worship Among the Jews— Circumcision— Moses at the Inn—The Brazen Serpent-
Religion and Magic— Taboos— Blood Rites—Scapegoats— Trial by Ordeal—Bible Witchcraft—Saul's Spiritualist
Seance— Sacrifices— Passover— The Evolution of Jahveh— Joshua and the Sun— Hebrew Prophets—Old Testament

Marriage— Song of Solomon— Sacred Seven.

Price 2s. 6d.

THE GRAND

Superior paper, illustrated, and bound in cloth.

Price 2s. 6d.

OLD BOOK

A Reply to the Grand Old Man.

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’'s “ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

Contents : Preface—Preliminary View— The Creation Story— The Fall of Man— The Psalms— The Mosaic Legislation
— Corroborations of Scripture— Gladstone and Huxley— Modern Scepticism.

Paper Covers, One Shilling:

WAS CHRIST

In Cloth, Eighteenpence.

CRUCIFIED P

An Essay by AUSTIN BIERBOWER (Member of the Chicago Bar).
PRICE ONE PENNY.

an ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN

COL. R G. INGERSOLL.

pHICE THREEPENCE.

PRICE THREEPENCE.

LIST OF BOOKS

Valdl SOLD BY

w- H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.

And sent through the Post Only.

ThaO?trtjle. of a Sex”j or, Woman on Striko against the Male

0RX or gk v Magna Charter,” the absolute ownership of her
into.wf1? ne of the mast nhvanceil books ever pyblished!
%nte Ot%rgofut{onlge" Putgﬁlc' opclﬁnlon on the rpelljatlon of

in, tllis' x«. Should be read by every person. .

Aaeosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Bosant.
“ont free 2d.

oesnal Phyiiolo-rv for the Young: or, Science in Story.
O Fote. Vd"ijr)) with one huulrod illustration», bound
m 3 c%h. shou read by every young person. loat tree

Elements of Social Science. Tho moat completo work
S® sexual matters ever published. Should be read hj eveiy

« i . ° "l . L
I‘he ﬂadicaBIOlﬁgr‘rl{e] )IIOtIrFi %CngeSoigngte;'ror Boraing 1S—otter
Bai).-g throu h Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Lon-
fW.CG£tl'"'n- By Dr. Foote. Post-free is id.
Uwver-Population; aLocture delivered for tho Sunday Lecture
. —dciety, under the title “ The Law of Population: its Mean-
p1 *nKand Menace.” By John M. Robertson Post free 2Jd.
ia\n Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u.s.a.) om-
racing medical common sense. 909pp., w ith 200 illustrations.

1 Th» O.u.n, Prs.antlon »ml Car« of Dl»w«*-Th» Food wo
... Almorphoro wn iLive ila—Tht:&]othes vi
ot (Uiillr.ii_ and Yonlb-IWI II»b '« «
Womanhood—S .xu.l Starvation—IInw to hav. Healthy Baht«» Erjyate
"S lo Men—lu.lory of Marrla*, «1°. i L _i,in
the book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain

langua(fe> eitsHy wamgiddddd, and with the obfect of making
#Ov@gg t6F pufefits and better citizens through the

ajned of themselves and gheir duty 19 Qthers:
d - §H%@mfz§’\m%u7t this book. Useful for every-
ay reference. free

Br. tEOOJ(tES Htanqb_o_(?_lf of ﬂgalth, comprising information of
the, YEM3S! ?mportance to all who widi to enioy life. 128pp.,

0 Wile’'s Handbook : How a Woman should order herself
during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and afier Delivery ;
‘WRh Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other
Raters of importance necessiry to be known by Married

Earllglomen. By Dr. Il A. Allbutt. ~ Post free, 8d.

tlv Marriage and Late Parentage. Tho onl¥ solution of

the {Social Problem. By Oxonieosis. Post free 2id.

The Over-Growth of Population, and its Remedy. An
address to m n only, delivered at Lambeth Baths oil t'uesday,
January 15, 1889, by William Lint Carpenter, B.A., 13.Sc,
Post free id.

The Political Status of Women- Bv A. Besant. Post free 3d.

Tho Life and Writings of T. R. Malthus, by 0. It. I)rys-
daie, M.D. 120 pagss, with portrait of Malthus. Should he
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id.

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. Il. Pobl froo 2d.
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distribute |
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

eMarried Life—Comfort or Misory ? A dialogue and splondid
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai.
thusians. Post free 2d.

=Wedded Life—As itis, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdon.
Posi free 21.

eEarly Marriages and Limited Families.
Vickery. Po-t free 2d.

What do wo Women Want? By Jano llura@e €lappcrton.
Post free 2d.

=The Malthusian Movement—What is it? By Goo. Stand-
ring, [I'nst free 2d.

-Mrt._Juggice Windcycr on tho Population Question. Post
1e» .

The Right to Die. By T. O. Bonsor, M.A. Post froe 2d.

Labor’'s Prayer. By C. Bradlaugta, M.P. Post freo lid.

The Parson's Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.

Col. lugcrsoll’'s Reply to tho Right lion. W. E. Gladstone's
Defence of the Ciinsiian Religion, jshould be read by every
person. 32 pages, post Lee 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Sciontiflo
Socialism, by Annie Besaut. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty. The
monthly organ of the Malthusia <L -ague. Post free ijd.
Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will bo Bout, on receipt of

postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them.
A complete List of Malthusian Appliance», with prices, s-nt on
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.

if To those willing to assist our propaganda | shall be pleased to

Sind eighty copies oj either of the pamphlets marked (% er assorted,

post free on receipt ofts.

By Dr. Alice



400

LONDON DEPOT FOR
CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION.

Every Article sold here Produced in Co-operative
Workshops under conditions where Workers share
Profits and Management.

“ | agree that labor which labors for itself as well
as laboring for another, is better labor . ... and
should be encouraged in every field of labor.”—
Charles Bradlaugh. speech in'House of Commons,
April 22nd, 1890.

Before purchasing elsewhere, try goods produced
under improved industrial methods, and effect a
Baving by getting reliable articles.

We have our New Season's Stock of SCOTCH
TWEEDS & WOOLLEN CLOTHS to select from, and
our Tailoring Department gives overy satisfaction.

The lirt of goods in stock includes—

Boots and Shoes of all kinds, hand and machine
made; Hosiery and Shirts, Thibet Fancy and
Cotton Skirting and Skirts, Ladiess Costumes,
Cloths, Harris Tweeds, Wool Cloakings, Shawls,
Scarfs, Flannelettes; Watches, Cutlery, Needles,
Cabinet-making, Bass Brooms, Seeds, Nutritial

Cocoa, etc.
Call or write for prices and patterns.
36 HART STREET. BLOOMSBURY, W.O.
(Near British Museum).

MANCHESTER

FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING DEPOT,
106 OXFORD ROAD, ALL SAINTS.
Hemingway and Willock are prepared
to deliver Freethought Papers and all
kinds of Literature to order. Colonel
Ingersoll's works, assorted package of 12
pamphlets, post free, One Shilling. Just
published, Sam Standring’s popular lec
ture, “ Christ on the Labor Question,”

Id. each ; 9d. per dozen.

OUR SPECIALITIES.

thousands of testimonials.

Gents' Irish Uambric Handkerchiefs, 3s. 6d

per dozen; Ladies, 2s. 6d.; Hemsti ched

Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money

returned if not approved. Table and Bed
Linen at Wholesale Prices.

GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,
21 BLANSILAHD STUEET, MANCHESTEH.

New Works and New Editions by
Charles C. Cattell.
“ Man of the Past,” 6d.; “ Against Chtis-
tianity,” 6d., “ Religion of this Life,” 2d.;
“ Second Coming of Jesus,” 2d.; “ C. Brad-
laugh,” 1d.; Collected Essays and Lectures,

Is.; “Thoughts for Thinking, from all
Ages,” Is. London: Watts and 0., John-
son's-court. (An early application solicited

by the Author.)

Every Freethinker should read
“The Bible and Evolution.”

By Arthur B Moss.
Cheap Edition. ONE SHILLING.

As Interesting as a well-told tale The “ Free-
thinker" gays: “ The matter is good and the style
is bright. The reader is carried along on an cany
Ilowing stream of science, history ethicsand common
sanse.” The late Charles Bradlaugh, Mr. Charles
Watts and other leading Freethinkers spoke well of
it. In the press, by same author, “ Christianity and
Evolution.”"—Porder. Stonecutter-street; Watts and
0o.t 17 Johnson’s.court.

2T2T? —_ i i
IO TATRMT. STaRIR TR ohtRitind
Fiih of undoubted freshness should send for one of
my 2s. Gd. parcels, carriage paid. The trade supplied.
J. W Wittering (Hec. Grimsby Branch N.S.S.), Fish
Merchant, Grimsby Docks.

\ i'A KT.M v—Wanted, by u Freethinker and

family, three Unfinished Rooms, in neighbor-
hood of I'-yinsbury Park, Gospel Oak or Highbury.
Reply, stating lowest rent, to C., 29 Parolles-road.
Uppeér Holloway, N.

<t A HOME FROM HOME" (for Freethinkers).—
Mrs Harry Long, No. 3, Vanc*-road, Black-

pool. Apartments, near central station, promenade,

and sea. Readers, please show this to your friends.

CGtEE THINKERS visiting Hastings, requirin%

cheap and comfortable Apartments, should cal
on Mrs. Edward Cruttenden, 12 Russcll-street,
Hastings. Close to sea and rail.

rjl0 FREETHINKERS, Ladles and Gentlemen,

requiring Superior Cut Garments at moderate
prices.  Firstcl8ss Style and Fit Guaranteed.—
H. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castle Street, W.
Three doors from Regent Street, [Patronised by
leading Freethinkers.]

10NN INVOICES or Memo Forms, 8 by 6 ins.,
XUUU good ruled paper, nicely printed, »ent
carriage paid for 5s. 6d. Cash with order. Business
Card* 6% per 1000. K. Sunderland, Printer, Ham-
merton.atreet, Bradford. Trade Society House.

T ° TuiSSP*® PEOPLE.—An enlarged Illustrated

n iJ*I*hurian Appliances will be forwarded
of PV oon faceipt of 2d. in stamps.-

Adoma* Dayim, Chemist, 101 Park-lane, Leeds.

The Freethinker.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VolI. L For Postal
Orderfor Is. 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy .
Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread
Making; Fowl; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing*
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure ol
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black-
headsand Pimples; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds;
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long

Worms; Tape Worms; The ltch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. Ofthe Author,
for Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.

Containing Articles on; The Healing Power of
Nature; C'othing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants;
Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and on the
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria,
g}godlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.lll. Postfreefrom
Author, for Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.

It contains articles on: Health and Wealth; No
More Death ; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air. ai.d
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children ;
Hundqer and Appetite; Effects of Fa-ting; Perfect
Foods; Green Foods; Suf pers; UDsu.-'oecied Domestic
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration ; Sea Battling; etc
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fiuit, t» Judge
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath Pr perly, to Grow
Tall, to Keep Warm, | Live, to Live 100 Years, to
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure uf the following
Diseases: S'omaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
Varicose Vans, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaceou«
Tumors or Wens. Hav Fever, Winter Cou”™h, Chil-
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking
Mercury.

“ Hygienic Medicine. " —For Postal Order for Is. Id.
An Eye upener to Drug Takers.

“ Rheumatism.” —Its Cause and Cure.
for 7d.

“ Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
“ Consumption " —Its Natural Cure Post Free 7d.
“ Three Pamphlet* to Young Men " —13 stamps.
All the abov can be got from
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place,
Manchester Square, London, W.
Please memPm this paper.]

Post Free

QTANTON, the People s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo-

site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE.
2s. fid. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality. 4s.
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hour»
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above they are fancy
charges. Teeth on platinum 7s. fid. each, on 18c.
gold 15s, atonping 2s. Cd.t extraction Is., painless by
gas, 6%

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST

Should be in the hands of every Married
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate
the number of their family according to
their means, as it contains full particulars
of all Preventive Requisites recommended
by Dr. Il. A. Artbutt and others; and
valuable information on matters of import,
ance necessary to be known by Married
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt
of stamp, to any partof tlieUnited Kingdom,
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter
postage.

Address—E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEPT.)
60 Queen's Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

W. J. Rendell s
“ WIFE'S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Bezant in “ Law of Popula.
tlon,” page 82, and Dr. Allbutt in * Wife's Hand-
book," page 61. Made solely by J. Pvtixn, 15 Chad-
well.Btreet, Clerkenwoll: its. do*., pout free (reduction
in larger quantities. For particulars send stamped
envelope.  Higglnuon'» Syringe, with Vertical and
Reverse Current, 3«. Cd.” 4m Gd. and 6* fid. Dr.
Palfrev s Powder, Is. 2d  Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.

Dr. Allbutt’'s Quinine Powders, 3s. doz. All prices
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the“ Angel.”

THG

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.
For farther Particular» »end »temped directed
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

HUGHT WOMEN TO HE PUNISHED FOIt
u HAVING TOO MANY CHILDIIENf Four-
pence, po»l free. G. W. F. KInffl<h,r ,Leede.

June 19, 1892.

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY
(LIMITED).
(Incorporated under 39 and 40 Ylc., cap. 45, ActISTC)

Chairman:
G. W. Foote, 14 Clerkenwell-green,
London, E.C.

Directors :
George Anderson, 35a Great George-street,

Westminster, S.W.

W. Cooper, 112 Canonbury-road, N.

G. J. Holyoake, Eastern Lodge, Biighton.

W. H. Reynolds, Campliu House, Ne'7
Cross, S.E.

R. O. Smith 81 Ridge-road, Hornsey, N.

T. P. Smith, 275 City-road, E.C.

G. Standring, 7 and 9 Fiisbury-street, E.C.

Hon. Secretaiy :
R. Fordek, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
Registered Office :
Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, London, EC.

The Shares are £1 each, payable as follow » »e
on application. 2s. 6d. on allotment, and in sub*
sequent ca'ls of 2s. Cd. as may be found necessary»
with two months’ notice for each call.

General Object.

The Society, according to its Rules, has full power*
for the most extensive operations that may be P°8
sible in the future for the erection and maintenance
of ‘e’ecular Halls in London and in the Provinces.

One of the Society’s Rules secures that no membe*
shall be eligible as a Director unless he is a mem”6*
of the National Secular Society.

Immediate Object. .

The purchase of the Hall of Science, 142 Old-streak
London E.O., and the conversion of the same into*
first-class Secular Hall and Institute.

Write to the Secretary for
Application Forms.

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
Bible Morality : Its Teachings Shown to &0
Contradictory and Defective as df
Ethical Code.
A mass of mont damaging facts, compiled jn J

graphic and interesting style. Admirably suited to
wide circulation. Just out. Third and rew®

eai»ion, price 3d.

Secularism: Destructive and Construct™’
24 pp., 3d.

The Teachings of Secularism Compa*Y
with Orthodox Christianity. 96pP->

Secularism; Is it Founded on Reason, a*.
is it Sufficient to Meet the Needs 0
Mankind ?

Debat« between the Editor of the Halifax “ Ewi>>J*
Mall ” and Charlea Watte. With Prefatory 1" 1ler* _
Georg« Jacob Holyoake and Colonel Ingeritoli ad“ »
Introduction by Helen H. Gardner. SOpp.,1». s
T he Superstition of the Christian SundA*

APleaforLiberty and Justice. 24pp-i"T

Evolution and Special Creation. 24pp.»3"
The Glory of Unbelief. New Editio*»
Revised and Enlarged. 24 pp., 3d.

Theological Presumption: An Open Lett
to the Rev. Dr. It. F. Burns, of Ham*’
N. S.

In thin letter the following anhjecta are drab *
—I. Why do the Clergy AvoidJ)ebat«<P J TM*“ .
tlon of Agnoitlclam Toward» Cfcrixtlanity.
thought and Mon of Sclembe. 4. Tha Dt»1"
netweon Fact» and Opinion». 5. Chrlat and Hero"™"

Christianity and Slavery. 1ll pp., 2d. ad
Saints and Sinners—W hich ? 24 pp.iro+-
Christianity : its Origin, Naturk, *

Influence. 32 pp., 4d.
Science and the Biblei
Differ. 32 pp., 4d.
Nature and the Supernatural,;

and Knowledge. 24 pp., 3d. L
Agnosticism and Christian Theism : y 1

is the More Reasonable ? 24 pp*» |
Christianity: Defective and U nnkckssa

By Kate Eunice Watts. 24 pp*» 3®l.

CoNTKwr*—1  Why is Christianity
" Our iFather which art in llcaven.” ~ 8.
tho Atonement. 4. The Basin and InconiJ
Orthodox Christianity. 5. Christianity Not *
nity to Mankind.

Wherein txJ

or, I>§i«*

London i t jcO>
Wattn and Co., 17 Johmion’e-coart, Fleet-ntroe »
It. Forder, \* Stonucutirr.strwt, B.G. —

ISSCAALISMSOND?

Verbatim Report of Four nights V
between

ANNIE BESANT
AD

C. W. FOOTE. _
PRICK ONE SHILLIN":. t
8\)lI>erior Edition, in Cloth. Two S>i

Is the Bible Inspire”®

A Criticism o f* Lux

By O. W. FOOTK. tre
Reprinted, with largo additions,
“ Freethinker.” p iet1l

Price Id. JOp, small clear iff**

Printed Mid Published hr O. W-
28 Stonecuttcr-,treet, London,



