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AFTER THE CONFERENCE.

Two years and four months ago Charles Bradlaugh 
resigned the presidency of the National Secular 
Society. Broken health compelled him to take this 
®tep. He was really in the shadow of death. But 
Christian charity discovered another reason, or rather 
fwo reasons, which contradicted each other. It was 
®a'd that ho wished to free his political career from 
Secular associations ; it was also said that the Secular 
cause was decaying, and no longer of any use to him. 
■■ waive months later his career was ended. Christians 
then declared that the Secular movement died with 
him. According to men like Hugh Price Hughes 
and W . T. Stead, it was practically buried in his 
grave.

These enemies of Secularism allowed the wish to 
°e father to the thought. They put prophecy for 
history. They buried us before wo were dead, and 
Wrote our epitaph while wo were lull of life and 
energy.

Subsequent events havo shown their absurdity, 
and the hasty prophets havo fallen dumb. Everyone 
caQ see that the Secular movement is not decaying 
®°r retrograding, but strengthening and advancing. 
■Rs organisation steadily improves; its propaganda 
grows more active; it is engaging in larger enter­
prises than it over boforo attempted. Changes have 
taken placo, and changes will take place. But to live 
*s to change. Rigidity is woakness. Tho stereo- 
typing of organisations is ossification, and ossifica- 
Ron is tho slow approach of death.

Three N .S.S. Conferences havo boen held since 
Charles Bradlaugh’s resignation. Each has been 
an improvement on its predecessor. Last Sunday’s 
tncluded tho largest delegation of Branches for 
Several years, and the list showed a considerable 
increase in the number of members per Branch.

hose who take tho trouble to road tho President’s 
report will see what progress has been made during 

r.,Past twolvo months.
I  ho Conference did mo the honor to ro-oloct mo as 

rosidont. There was no dissentient voico. I 
presume I havo tho confidonco of tho party. It is 
impossible to provont differences of opinion. They 

ecessarily arise among honest men with different 
mds, different points of viow, and different ranges 

o experience. Nevertheless the Society must havo a 
president, and it cannot havo a president without his 
policy. What it should insist on is that ho liston to 
, e ®P'nioii of others. That I  havo always dono and 

all continue to d o ; but I shall always form my own
J gment, and stand by it until I see reason to change.

Tho now Vice-Presidents wore elected unanimously, 
is ,rtmann is a sterling Secularist. Mr. Roger 
s an ohl and active worker, though by no means 

Mr ° w  man' ^tr. Parris needs no commendation. 
Jr" Watts is a man of groat experience and popular 

oquonce. I heartily welcome him as a very valuable 
colleague.

No. 668.]

The change in the secretaryship was not made 
without friction. A  personal agitation had been 
carried on in the district, and the Northern delegates 
were misled. A  paragraph from my pen beforehand, 
or a word from me at the Conference, would have 
prevented most of the trouble. But I refrained. The 
policy recommended by tho Organisation Committee, 
and approved by the Executive, should have been dis­
cussed entirely on its merits. Our supreme law is the 
good of the Society. The old arrangement was 
right enough in its day, but now we are entering 
upon an era of organisation, after the heroic period 
of Charles Bradlaugh’s leadership, we must shape 
our policy accordingly. Lecturing and organising 
work in tho provinces cannot now be done by the 
person who is to do the clerical work of tho Executive 
in London. It only means confusion and delay. 
The clerical work will henceforth be done by a paid 
servant of the Executive, and the lecturing and 
organising work by tho diplomaed special lecturers 
and others persons under the control of tho Organisa­
tion Committee.

With regard to tho Bradlaugh Memorial Fund, it 
should be noted that the Executive’s action has been 
unanimously endorsed. The Fund is left to be dealt 
with on tho conditions of tho Trustees’ circular. The 
Hall of ¡Science scheme was not discussed, thanks to 
tho haste of its enemies in moving for a committee of 
inquiry before the Conference. When tho Committee’s 
report is ready it will bo decisive. I await it with 
absolute seronity. Moanwhile I confidently ask the 
Freothought party to support the scheme. The 
directors are to take possession of the premises at 
Midsummer.

One thing remains to be said. Tho National 
Secular Society’s work cannot be carried on without 
funds. During tho last year or two tho Free- 
thought party has been heavily taxed by special 
subscriptions. A  more normal period is now 
opening. I appeal to tho wealthier mombors of 
the party to send us an annual donation apart 
from their member’s subscription. A  soparato list 
of such donations will bo kept and published in the 
Freethinker. Lot overy well-to-do Secularist ask 
himself, '• llow much can I afford to give this year to 
tho Freothought cause ? ”  And having decided tho 
question, lot him (orhor) send in tho amount as early 
as possible. Thoy will not disputo my right to ask 
this. My oflico is an unpaid one. It is all work, 
worry and expense. I am a good deal of inonoy out 
of pocket overy month ; tho presidential duties occupy 
a great deal of my time, whichis withdrawn from profit­
able work ; and tho preoccupation of mind is itself a 
costly burden. But I  do not complain. M y life is 
dedicated to tho cause. All I ask is that others 
should help it according to their moans and oppor­
tunities. Many poor men, comparatively speaking, 
do tho hardest work of our Society. Let the wealthier 
members, who do not give their time or tax their 
energies, afford us tho financial support which is 
also necessary.

G. W . FOOTE.

-
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“ L if e ,”  said Thomas Carlyle, “ is a battle march” ; 
and in our efforts to establish Secular truths we find 
a verification of the “  Sage of Chelsea’s ” apt remark. 
A s Freethinkers, we are fighters by necessity, inas­
much as we have constantly, in our struggle with the 
pretensions of popular theology, to contend with 
long-standing prejudices, uncontrolled emotions, and 
priestly intolerance. Our combats, however, are 
frequently too one-sided because the faith of our 
antagonists, like that of the ancient Romans, sits but 
lightly upon them. Church-goers, as a rule, are 
thoroughly indifferent as to the why and wherefore 
of the opinions they avow. While no doubt some 
professed Christians have examined the credentials 
of their faith, the great majority of them accept 
their beliefs on trust, without even attempting to 
study any logical grounds for so doing. Their 
position is illustrated by the temperance advocate, 
who, addressing a Sunday-school, asked : “ Now can 
any of you children give me a reason why I am not a 
drunkard ?” There was no reply for a moment; then 
a childish voice in the rear of the room piped out: 
“ ’Cause this is a prohibition town.”  In just the 
same way, no doubt, the great bulk of Christians are 
what they are because they live in what is called a 
“  Christian country ”— not because they know any­
thing about any evidences of the truth of their 
religion.

The Secular mode of fighting is intellectual, and 
also on an honorable plane. W e regard public dis­
cussion as being of greet advantage, for the reason 
that it draws the attention of persons who are not in 
the habit of reading and thinking, or who only study 
one side of a subject, to the fact that many questions 
have two sides, and that tbo most cherished opinions, 
however persistently held and however dogmatically 
expressed, are open to controversy. Infallibility 
does not belong to human nature, and is unattain­
able by man, however great his intellect or profound 
his thought. This fact will be disputed by few in 
theory, but in practice many act as though they had 
already reached it, and that their chief business in 
life was to make it known. To such, listening to a 
discussion, conducted in a fair and gentlemanly way 
by competent advocates, cannot but prove of the 
greatest value as a lesson in educational training, 
tending to remove tho rough asperities of one-sided 
thought, and to remove tho bigotry and narrowness 
which are, alas, too common amongst men of all 
■hadoH of opinion. And yot wo know leading mon in 
the Christian community who positively refuse to 
discuss even the minutest matter which appears to 
them to hint at unbelief, and we strongly suspect 
that a similar feeling influences most of their fol­
lowers. Tho way they follow tho injunctions of 
their pastors not to read, or allow their children 
to read, “ infidel”  literature, shows tho keen 
sense they have of what the result would be 
should they permit any real evidence to enter their 
heads. It is comparatively oasy for them to bhut out 
the evidence— self-interest, indolence and ignorance 
are all involved in bringing about this result; but if 
the evidence once entered, and their minds were 
sufficiently cultivated to receive it and to understand 
it, nobody could question the result. Secularists are 
willing to receive “  tho truth as it is in Jesus ”— as 
far as that “  truth ”  can be made manifest. Wo say 
with Milton, “  Let truth and falsehood grapplo ; who­
ever knew truth put to the worse in a free and open 
encounter ?” This is tho watchword of Secularists, 
and hence they are always ready to meet an antagonist 
■who is competent and gentlemanly, either on tho 
public platform or through tho press. The clergy 
also profess to believe in the truth of Milton’s state­
ment, but seldom indeed oan thoy be found to act 
»poB it. Their entire teaching is usually a protest

against controversy of any kind, and when it is 
engaged in, it seldom gains any support from the 
churches. Th:s was painfully illustrated in my recent 
debate with the Rev. Dr. McCann in Birmingham. 
There are, of course, exceptions to this, but they are 
not numerous. And consequently when a clergyman, 
who has the courage of his convictions, and who is at 
the same time able to defend his views intellectually, 
comes out boldly to champion Christianity and oppose 
Secularism, he certainly deserves the gratitude of his 
class, though he is frequently blamed rather than 
praised by members of his own party for his course 
of action.

One of the first essentials in our fighting is true 
courage allied with sound judgment. The chances 
of securing a victory will be exceedingly remote 
where these two qualities are absent. Of course it 
is not always easy to judge, when two courses are 
open in reference to an act, which of the two is more 
courageous, unless one has all the circumstances 
before him, and weighs them with great care and 
deliberation. It was common in ancient times to 
look upon suicide as a brave act, and there are men 
now living who take that view. The truth is, how­
ever, the man who takes his own life is a coward, 
since he lacks courage to face life and its difficulties, 
and so gets out of the world by a sort of back door. 
True bravery must be allied with noble deeds, not 
with those which are mean and unmanly.

For what are wo as Secularists fighting ? Not, as 
it is frequently alleged, to destroy the true and tho 
useful, even when they are found in the Biblo, in tho 
Church, or in any of the religions of the world. These 
are virtues necessary to tho nobility of life, and are 
recognised by us as beiDg of tho utmost valuo wher­
ever they are discovered. Our war is with the evils 
of theology, the curse of priestcraft, and the low 
grovelling teachings of orthodoxy. It is these im­
pediments to human happiness that have robbed man­
kind of self reliance, producing a despicable feeling 
of submission to, uud contentment with wrongs as 
humiliating as they arc deplorable. Tho history of 
man proves that many of the drawbacks from which 
tho human race suffer, are tho unmistakable results 
of that ignorance and false teaching which have been 
fostered and indulged in by the priestly order and its 
unfortunate dupes. W o desire it, therefore, to be 
understood that it is within tho power of man him­
self to removo all ovils that aro capablo of being 
removed if ho will but attend to tho proper dutios of 
timo rather than to tho wild fancies about “  eternity 
The sincere toiler will always find abundance of useful 
work before him, for one improvement suggests 
nnothor, and men, as they grow more refined, feel 
things intolerable which in their grosser state, 
seemed very decent to them.

W o war also with that indiscriminate obedionco to 
ancient beliefs which for ages fostered a blind 
prostration of intellect to a supposed supernatural 
power. Whon men could not reason, thoy accepted 
any conclusion that soemod to them to cover tho 
wholo of tho facts. Thoy did not investigate nature 
and try and ascertain tho truo causo of things; thoy 
attributed all phenomena to gods or devils. And 
upon this assumption Christianity, in common with 
many othor religions, is founded. Mon have alw&y8 
been seeking to pleaso tho gods, and thoy considered 
that it was a mattor of very littlo concern what rep*1'  
tation they attained among their follow men, so long 
as they had tho approving ennlo of tho Deity. No_* 
tho truth that Secularists seek to establish is that, 
the present ago, tho real test of goodness of conduct 
is its usefulness to tho world. Though wo do not 
make loud pretensions of loving those who bate us» 
tho wholo gist and sc >pe of our morality is directed 
towards promoting the welfare o f  society by moan8 
which shall also secure tho welfare o f  its c o m p o n e n t  
elements. In our mutual relationship wo find tb0
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necessary encouragement and motive power for the 
display of every virtue. The theory of the super­
natural and the doctrine of immortality have nothing 
whatever to do with our prudence, our courage, our 
honesty, or our purity of character.

C h a r l e s  W a t t s .

H O W  CHRISTIANS LOVE THE NEGRO.

As a negro lecturer is stumping the country extolling 
Christianity and vilifying Secularism, it may not be 
out of place to say a few words about the way in 
■which his white fellow-Christians in the United States 
treat the black man.

Overwhelming proof could be given if necessary 
to show that the Christian Church in America was 
almost wholly on the side of slavery, but that was 
most effectively done some years ago in a little pam­
phlet written by Mr. Symes, published by the hree- 
thought Publishing Co., and, for all I  know to the 
contrary, still on sale on our bookstalls. That is not 
my purpose however, being unnecessary. The few 
Words I am going to write is to show that the negro 
is Btill socially an outcast and a pariah among Chris­
tians in the States.

In this country, where the negro is a vara avis, 
people flock to see and hear a colored lecturer or 
preacher when they would not go into the next street 
to listen to a white man many times bis superior as a 
platform orator or pulpit thumper. A  negro always 
8aggests a nigger minstrel with bones, banjo, rolling 
e?es and rollicking fun, and consequently, whetherin 
the pulpit or on the platform, whenever the “  darkey 
Bftys anything approximately funny, the fundamental 
difference between the genuine article and the arti­
ficial product is forgotten in the outward affinity of 
the two, and he invariably “  fetches”  us. W e feel it 
0Qr duty to laugh, and wo laugh accordingly. The 
aS8ociation of ideas is so strong that a “  nigger ”  who 
Wasn’t a hit funny would bo a dead failure. Wo get 
ready to laugh tho moment ho gets on his legs, and 
as soon as ho opens his mouth tho impulso is irre­
sistible, It isn’t the black man’s fault: it s because 
We re not used to him. Then we almost instinctively 
look round for the old umbrella and tho battered tall 
hat ; failing those, wo aro fain to bo content with con­
templating his wool and tho size of his feet, which, 
8,8 tho scriptures saith of tho poor, wo always have.

In America it is different. There the negro is 
common enough— too common tho Americans think. 
Whilst English Christians flock to sco and effusively 
shake hauds with their “  bluck brother,” bis co- 
rellgionists in the States refuse to worship in tho 
8amo churchos, and hold tho “  nigger ”  in undisguised 
contempt. ■ This is as true of tho North as it is of tho 
cnee slave-owning South. In tho Southorn States, 
Whero Christian ministers, in common with Christian 
laymen, held slaves; where “  niggers ”  wore bred like 
norsog au(j mujes for ^ o  plantation by Christians 
(Virginia alone used to “ raise” six thousand 

jiggers ”  annually for tho Southern market) ; 
'Where Christians regarded and troatod the negro as a 
more chattel or brute, whoro ho was without tho pro- 
Cction of tho Christian-made law, without having 

committed any crimo except tho criino of being born 
■With a black skin ; whero ho could be bought and 
80 d or given away by Christians; whero ho could be 
Scourged or tortured by Christians without possibility

fd r e s s ; whore negro husbands and wives, parents 
nd children could bo torn asunder and driven into 

separate bondage whenever it ploased their Christian 
OWfior ; where there was no protection for tho chastity

negro women from Christian debauchees; whoro 
0 could make no contracts, hold no property, or bo 

a party or witness in any suit whero a white Christian 
^vas interested, however much ho (tho negro) might 
have been injured ; whero tho Christian-made law

set no limits to the punishment a negro might receive 
from his Christian master; where, in South Carolina, 
a Christian who killed a slave could clear himself by 
his own oath ; where he was forbidden to learn to read 
or write and punished for disobedience by Christian 
officers for the purpose; where he was prevented from 
meeting for religious worship by white Christians on 
pain of being whipped ; where in Louisiana, if any per­
son was caught teaching him, such person might have 
been imprisoned for life, or even put to death by 
white Christians; where legal marriages among slaves 
was not recognised, and where in Virginia he could 
be put to death by Christians for practising medicine; 
where all these things were done by Christians in the 
South, who defended slavery with weapons obtained 
out of that armory of all villainy, the Bible, it were 
but natural that they would be hard to reconcile to a 
recognition of the black man’s rights. But even 
among the enlightened Christians in the North he is 
socially ostracised. Some years ago Fred. Douglas, 
the representative head of the colored race in Ame­
rica— whom the late Henry Ward Beecher said there 
was “  no more gifted man, and no man whose superb 
eloquence more deserves to be listened to ”— took a 
sitting in a Presbyterian church in Washington ; but 
the good Christians could not tolerate such sacrilege, 
and protested vigorously against such a degrading 
association. The same Fred. Douglas is a personal 
friend of Col. Ingersoll, at whose house I believe he 
is a welcome guest. Let Mr. Celestine Edwards, who 
is never tired of holding Atheists up to public exe­
cration, make a note of this. H. J.

(To be concluded).

LABOUCHERE FINDS SALVATION.

M r . H e n r y  L a b o u c i i e r e  was once the colleague of 
Charles Bradlaugh, at least in the representation of 
Northampton. He was also, at one time, liko his 
deceased colleague, a severe critic of “  General ”  
Booth’s balance-sheet. Since then ho has become one 
of Booth’s friends, and his name appears with Mr. 
Steads and other persons’ at tho end of an appeal for 
funds in aid of the “  Darkest England ” social scheme. 
This has caused a good deal of surprise, at which Mr. 
L ibouchere himself affects surprise. In tho pages of 
Truth ho explains that ho has “  closely investigated ”  
the “  General’s ”  expenditure, and is convinced that 
“ a number of pooplo in real want have been assisted,” 
and that “  a number of waifs and strays havo been 
given a chance to make a new start.”  All this, of 
course, may be true without entitling Mr. Booth’s 
social schome to any greater support than scores of 
philanthropic experiments that are unable to gain its 
choap publicity. Mr. Labouchere may not see this, 
bnt ho docs soo that Salvationisrn is a queer form of 
religion. IIo therefore hastens to say that ho 
expresses no opinion as to tho religious side of the 
Army’s doings, except that “  if people can bo induced 
to play banjoes and pray in the qpen air, they are 
better employed than in fuddling themselves silly in 
a pot-house.”  In other words, one form of folly is 
preferable to tho other; which is a questionable com­
pliment to tho “  Army.” Mr. Labouchero does not 
stop to inquiro if tho Army recruits aro really drawn 
in any considerable number from tho pot-houso. Ho 
assumes what so many of Mr. Booth’s critics havo 
strenuously denied. By some means Mr. Labouchere 
has found salvation, or it has found him. Ho helps 
to boat “  General ” Booth’s big drum, and so long as 
ho does that effectually tho Grand Old Showman will 
indulgo in nothing but a quiet Bmilo at his reference 
to banjoes aud pot-houses, and prayer and fuddling. 
Wo congratulate the “  General ” on hi9 success in 
enlisting the editor of Truth. It is a further proof of 
what wo have always hold, namely, that the great 
Mr. Booth is one of tho most dexterous men of busi­
ness on this populous planet.
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N ATIONAL SEOUL AR SOCIETY’ S 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 1892.

The arrangements made by the North-Eastern Secular Federa­
tion for the Conference this year were of the most painstaking 
and satisfactory description. Central rooms were provided for 
the reception of delegates, and every attention given to their 
comfort. Business as well as pleasure was provided for, and 
at these rooms some twenty representatives of the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Branches did a good stroke in the matter of 
union and federation.

Lovaine Hall, the handsome building of the Geographical 
Institute, was tastefully decorated. The names of leading 
Freethinkers of all ages and countries were on the walls, and 
the platform was decorated with plants and framed portraits 
of Col. Ingersoll and Charles Bradlaugh, the latter an oil 
painting by a local artist. Above appeared the motto, 
“  Thorough.”

There was a good muster, members and friends attending 
from Dublin, Edinburgh, and many other parts, in addition 
to the delegates by whom the following Branches were 
represented :— Arbroath, A. B. Moss ; Ball’s Pond, E Bater ; 
Battersea, A. T. Dipper and T. Jameson ; Bedlington, R. H. 
Wharrier; Bethnal Green, R. Forder ; Birmingham, 0. W atts; 
Blyth, W . Rhodes; Bolton, W . Collins; Bradford, J. W. 
Gott and J. Sunderland ; Bristol, R. Forder; Camberwell,
S. Hartmann ; Chester-le-Street, W. Shipley and W. Pace; 
Cramlington, M. Weatherburn and W. J. Bowman ; Crook, 
J. Robinson and J. Roos ; Deptford, W. H. Reynolds ; East 
London, W. H. Reynolds; Ebchester, W. R. Thompson; 
Farsley, J. Gye ; Finsbury, E. Bater ; Finsbury Park, G. 
Ward and Miss M. A . Robins; Glasgow, J. P. Gilm our; 
Grimsby, G. L. Alward ; Hamilton, J. P. Gilmour ; Heck- 
mondwike, W. B. Nicholls; Huddersfield, J. G. Dobson and
T. Stead ; Hull, G. E. C. Naewiger ; Leeds, J. G. Fisher ; 
Manchester, A. Hemingway and S. Standring; Newcastle, G. 
Selkirk, H. Keppel, and A. Dawson ; North West London, 
Miss E. M. Vance; Nottingham, J. Hooper; Oxhill, H. 
Nicholson; Paisley, J. P. Gilmour; Pendlebury, J. R. 
Willock ; South Shields, S. M. Peacock and J. Saunderson ; 
Spennymoor, T. Phillips ; Sunderland, R. Weightman and 
W. R. Stansell; West Auckland, J. Little and W. Hodgson ; 
West London, C. J. Hunt and G. Brown ; Westminster, C. J. 
H unt; Wigan, J. Billing.

At half-past ten the President took his place on the plat­
form, followed by Miss Vance, Messrs. Watts, Forder, Smith, 
Reynolds, Moss, Wheeler, and Stanley Jones.

Mr. Foote, in formally opening the Conference, said that 
on their agenda were some matters that would be regarded as 
contentious. But all were working for one common object. 
Differences of opinion would necessarily arise; Conferences 
would be tame without them. But they had a common wish 
for the success of the movement and the memory of a great 
leader, which should make them tolerant of each others’ 
differences and respectful for each others’ motives.

The minutes of the last Executive having been taken as 
read, Mr. Hoopeb made an inquiry as to whether there had 
been any invitation sent to Col. Ingersoll.

The President said that had better wait until after hearing 
the report, which he then proceeded to read as follow s:— 

President’s R eport.
Last year’s Conference was held under the shadow of 

a great grief, as the previous year's Conference had been 
held under the shadow of a great loss. Charles Bradlaugh’s 
resignation of the presidency deprived this Society of the 
active service of a great leader ; his death made the deprivation 
final and complete. His voice, pen, counsel, and moral 
support were lost to us for ever. All that was left us was 
an animating memory, and the prestige of a famous name.

The shadow of that loss has lingered over the year which 
has just closed. So great a leader as Charles Bradlaugh 
could not disappear without much perturbation. Changes 
have taken place, and perhaps the chapter of these is not 
yet ended. But suolf changes are not death, nor even 
decay; they are rather the adjustments of a sound, strong 
organism to altered conditions of existence. As a matter 
of fact, while there havo been times of greater excitement 
than the present, under the stimulus of persecution, there 
has seldom, if ever, been a period in which tho Society 
has shown so much steady vigor or enjoyed such a gratifying 
prospect.

Each year of late has shown a decided increase in the 
number of new members joining the Society. In 1889-90

the new members numbered 709 ; in 1890-91 the figure 
rose to 794; in 1891-92 it has risen to 1074.

Owing to the special subscriptions for the settlement 
of Mr. Bradlaugh’s affairs, and the erection of a monument 
over hi3 grave; the special subscription in connexion with 
Baskerville Hall, Birmingham; the Bradlaugh Memorial, 
and the London Hall of Science scheme; the appeals for 
all of which have drawn from the Freethought party more 
than £3,000 ; there has been a natural falling off in the 
Society’s income during the past year. Fortunately the 
year was begun with a handsome balance at the banker’s, 
otherwise the new balance-sheet would have shown a 
considerable deficit. In view of the Society’s financial 
situation the Executive has put a notice of motion on 
the Conference agenda with respect to the secretaryship, 
which if carried will, it is believed, effect a large saving 
without impairing the efficiency of the Society’s work.

Notwithstanding the reduction of the minimum sub­
scription, and of the amount per member payabte by the 
Branches, the balance-sheet shows an increase in the 
total amount of members’ subscriptions, from £116 7s. 2 jd . 
last year to £130 4s. 9£d. this year. There is reason 
to hope for a continued increase in this portion of the 
Society’s income.

The balance-sheet also shows that the Society’s Almanack 
has brought about the same return as last year. In reality, 
however, the sale has slightly improved, as both years’ 
returns of unsold copies from the wholesale agents are 
included in this year’s account.

The Executive takes this opportunity of regretting the 
inadequate operation of the rule that every Branch should 
make an annual collection for the General Fund and another 
for the Benevolent Fund. For the latter Fund 24 Branches 
have made collections ; for the former Fund only 13. It 
is hoped that the Branches will not fail to make these 
collections punctually in future.

It should be here mentioned, in passing, that the figures 
presented to the Conference are only those of the Central 
Executive. All the Branches have their separate balance- 
sheets. For some time; under Mr. Bradlaugh’s presidency, 
it was attempted to includo these in the general balance- 
sheet, hut they were sent in with such irregularity that the 
attempt was abandoned, and it has not been resumed.

During the past year new Branches have been formed 
at Luton, Rusbden, Northampton, Cheltenham, Ebehester, 
Arbroath, Derby, and Bristol. A  Mediterranean Branch 
has also been formed at Malta. The Chester Branch has 
extended into the Cheshire Branch. Tho Woolwich Branch 
has been reformed. The Chatham Branch, which Bocoded 
some years ago, has rejoined the Society. Since the close 
of tho financial year new Branches have also been formed 
at Aberdeen and Dundee. This makes a total of 12 now 
Branches during the past year, with 2 to be carried forward 
into the next year’s account.

Taking a broad survey of the Society’s work, through 
its Executive, its Branches, and their district Federations, 
it may be said that there are abundant signs of life and 
activity. Crippled in Borne respects, through causes already 
indicated, tho work has been carried on in other respects 
with unabated and even heightened vigor.

Tho London Secular Federation, a district organisation 
of all tho Branches in the metropolis, has more than 
sustained its reputation for energy and usefulness. Its 
free propagandist lectures in various parts of London, its 
promotion of open-air meetings during the summor, its 
social gatherings, and its annual dinner and excursion, aro 
some of the enterprises of an organisation which has put 
new life into the Frecthought movement in London. Mr. 
Pownceby continues to act ns secretary, and fulfils hi* 
duties with zeal and ability. Some idea of the propagandist 
work of the London Branches may bo gathered from the 
fact that the common monthly program issued hy the Federa­
tion includes more than twenty open-air stations during the 
summer, at which lectures are delivered (sometimes twice) 
every Sunday.

Tho North Eistern 8ccular Federation, whose centre 
is Newcastle, treads close upon the henls of its m etropolis0 
elder brother. Under the able presidency of Mr. S. 
Peacock, and the indefatigable secretaryship of Mr. Joseph 
Brown, it has immensely advanced the Freethought cause 
in Durham and Northumberland, It has formed ne^ 
Branches, sustained old ones, carried tho propaganda 
Secularism into all parts of the district, and held social 
gatherings which have strengthened the bonds botween if'
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federated Branches. The lecturing tours of Mr. Charles 
Watts, Mr. A . B. Moss, Mr. 0. J. Hunt, and Mr. Stanley 
Jones, under the Federation’s auspices, have been very 
beneficial to the Freethought cause in this district.

Mr. Sam Standring, being stationed for at least twelve 
months at Manchester, with liberty to visit the neighboring 
towns, has been very active and enterprising, and his efforts 
have resulted in the formation of a Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Secular Federation, of which it is hoped that a good report 
will be given at next year’s Conferenee.

Mr. Charles "Watts, having returned from Canada to his 
oative land, has settled at Birmingham, where, through the 
munificence of Mr. Daniel Baker, Baskerville Hall is placed in his 
hands for the advocacy and organisation of Secularism. 
Subscriptions have been raised to renovate and decorate the 
building, which is now a credit to the movement. Mr. Watts 
has been very energetic at Birmingham and elsewhere in this 
country during the past year. His intention is to form a 
midland Secular Federation, with Birmingham as its centre. 
Preliminary steps have already been taken to effect this

. On Good Friday your President had the pleasure of open­
ing a Secular Hall at New Brompton. He was supported on 
hat occasion by Mr. G. J. Ilolyoake. The hall is the property 

m the Chatham Branch of your Society, The site is freehold, 
he building is commodious ; and the raising of the necessary 
unds by a comparatively small body, consisting almost 
sclusiveiy of working people, is extremely creditable to 
nein. and honorable to the cause they are maintaining.

i]or many years—in fact, from the opening of the place 
nntil last year— the Freethought lectures at the London Hall of 

cience were arranged by the lessee, Mr. R 0. Smith. After 
f. Bradlaugh’s death, however, Mr. Smith felt unable to 
ar this responsibility. Your President also felt that the 
cturing arrangements would be better in the hands of a repre- 
utative body. Accordingly he proposed to the Executive 

Q° Pay Mr. Smith £250 a year for the use of the large hall 
. jmuday mornings and evenings, and on Thursday evenings, 
lu certain other uses of the minor hall and committee 
°in" This proposal was unanimously accepted by the Exe- 

®Qtive, and the financial side of the experiment is shown in 
separate balance-sheet which lies on the table and is open

t0 «spection.
o ^ o r  to the new arrangement the money taken at the Hall 

¡science doors on Sunday were— after deducting cash 
jeg Stl8es— divided equally between the lecturer and the 
of r  ° ^ er occasions a fixed rent was paid for the use 

o hall or other part of the premises. Under the new 
ogetnent the fixed rent applies to Sundays as well as other 

' y®. and your Executive takes the entire management of all 
^ thought meetings.

balance-sheet shows a deficit of £21 on six months’ 
a ln8- Rut it must be remembered that nearly that 
ey °'.Int has been expended on a new feature of the Sunday 
It to1"?  — namely, vocal and instrumental music.
6vei a' H0 bo borne in mind that most of tho Thursday 
be. ' ln^ Meetings, and oil Sunday morning meetings, have 
lect l^r°wn open to tho publio fieo. About forty free 
With r°8 bave ^lus been fGTen> alld this could not be done 
me v exPenso to someone. On tho other hand, many 

e*8 of the N.S.8. have been enrolled at these meetings, 
thor f '8cr)Pti°n8 receivod for various objects. It is probable, 
sho ° ° re' a complete debit and credit account could bo 
rea V̂?'~'Which is hardly possible— that there has been no 
gain f Cl̂  *n connection with this experiment, ovon if tho 
fation ProPaSating Freethought bo excluded from tho calcu-

of *S Pr°bablo that tho N.S.S. will soon bo tho tenant
has b "^a^ onal Secular Hall Society (Limited), which 
®ecularen  *?rmed f° r fhe general purpose of providing 
Pnipo f 8 *n I'/’ndon and tho provinces, and the immediate 
tendon TT ac<q.uiring the eighty-six years’ lease of tho 
Secular TT li ®c‘enco.' and converting it into a first-class 
the 8cen„ « Institute, so that the place which was
thinker'! ° ^ baldes Rrndlaugh’s chief labors (as a Free­
z e  h J.T “ ay. continue- under improved conditions, to bo 
80 nun UUrlerS ° f tbo Socicly  which ho established and 
been „ , y?a,rs Prei<ided over. This enterprise has not 
h a s by tb9 N ’8 8 ”  but us y °ur Resident 
your s “ 6 eadlnS Part In it> for no other reason than 
this r  , y 8 welfare, he will have an opportunity, before
what h »«£ reDCj  cl° ,e8’ t0 make a fuller 8tatement of 

8 beon done and what it is proposed to do.

A  considerable number of persons regard this Hall of 
Science scheme as the most substantial memorial of Charles 
Bradlaugh it is possible to secure. The Bradlaugh Memorial 
Hall Company, which declined to purchase the lease of the 
Hall of Science, and thus necessitated the formation of the 
National Secular Hall Society, has been in other hands than 
those of your President and his closest colleagues since last 
August. During nine months the directors have apparently 
secured something under 300 fresh shares, the great bulk of 
the total (999) subscribed shares having been secured by the 
original promoters. This rate of progress being regarded 
by many shareholders, and other friends of the object, 
as unsatisfactory; and many subscribers to the Brad­
laugh Memorial Fund being desirous to have their 
donations applied to the Hall of Science scheme ; 
your Executive resolved to let the subscribers decide 
the matter for themselves, as far as possible indivi­
dually, leaving the three trustees (Messrs. Foote, Anderson 
and Reynolds) to give effect to the subscribers’ wishes. The 
result of this simplest method of dealing with a real diffi­
culty will be disclosed in the statement to be made at a 
later stage of this Conference. Whatever discussion may 
take place, it is apparent that the Executive’s action cannot 
now be undone. The only point that can be debated with 
any advantage is the disposition of that part of the Fund 
as to which the trustees have received no direction.

By the vote of the last Conference the old list of Special 
Lecturers was abolished. Fresh applications were made 
under the new rules, and diplomas have been issued to 
Messrs. A. B. Moss, H. Snell, S. Standring, R. Forder, Stanley 
Jones, and W. Ileaford.

At the request of the Executive your President has drawn 
up a succinct statement as to the existing Blasphemy Laws, 
and the way in which they oppress and hamper our party. 
This statement will be printed and circulated immediately. 
It is chiefly intended for use during the forthcoming general 
elections. Every candidate should be furnished with a copy, 
and asked whether he will help to remove the disabilities 
under which Freethinkers, and only Freethinkers, suffer in 
the present Btate of English law.

The Liberty of Bequest Committee, which is presided 
over by Mr. G. J. Holyoake, having now provided in 
its draft Bill, not only for the right of inquiry, but 
also for the right of propounding and maintaining its 
results, this Conference will probably agree that the Bill 
should be heartily supported, although nothing can fully 
satisfy our party but the sweeping away of the odious Blas­
phemy Laws, It is gratifying to record that a very large 
number of Liberal and Radical members of the preseat House 
of Commons, and candidates for tho next, have promised to 
vote for such a Bill if it should be introduced. The chief 
difficulty now is to find a member able and willing to take 
charge of the Bill in the House.

During the pastyeir there have been two special attacks on 
the freedom of tho press, which it has been left for tho 
Freethought party (as usual) to repel. In the metropolis, Mr. 
El. S. Young was prosecuted for sending a Malthusian tract 
in a sealed envelope through tho Post Office. Mr. Lushing- 
ton, tho Bow-street magistrate, before whom the case was 
tried, admitted that the tract was couched in unexceptionable 
language. Nevertheless he condemned Mr. Young to pay a 
fine and costs amounting to more than £50. This sentence, 
however, was appealed against; and owing to the dilatory 
action of tho Attorney-General it is still undecided. With 
Mr. Young’s social opinions this Society has nothing to do, 
but it is concerned with his right to express them. Your 
President, therefore, in conjunction with Dr. C. It. Drysdale, 
formed a Free Discussion Defence Committee, which collected 
subscriptions and held public meetings to protest against the 
prosecution. Those meetings had much to do, iu all proba­
bility, with the more cautious attitude which the authorities 
have since assumed.

At Newcastle, a Christian gentleman, Mr. II. Loader, was 
prosecuted for selling a medical work on the population 
question. The Newcastle Secularists, with the aid of a tew 
Spiritualists, formed a Committee, raised funds for Mr. 
Loader’s defence, and held two very successful indignation 
meetings. Your President addressed the first meeting, which 
broke the silence of the local press. Dr. Drysdale addressed 
tho second meeting, after Mr. Loader's imprisonment. But 
the heavy work fell upon the Committee, and especially upon 
Mr.’ Joseph Brown, its self-sacrificing secretary.

Mr. Young’s case is put upon the shelf, and although Mr. 
Loader was taken to gaol, his term of imprisonment was
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merciful in comparison with previous sentences. It may be 
hoped, therefore, that we have seen the last of these prose­
cutions, When journals like the Newcastle Leader are alive 
to the importance of ventilating the Malthusian as well as 
other social questions ; when they champion free discussion, 
and boldly rebuke those who would stifle i t ; every one can 
perceive that the bigotry of presumptuous ignorance, or 
privileged imposture, is drawing near to its doom.

In concluding this report it will be well to cast a glance 
abroad. We have no direct communications from America, 
but the Freethought papers in Canada and the United States 
show a considerable activity in propaganda. Col. Ingersoll’s 
re-appearance in the lecture field has stimulated the zeal and 
energy of the Secular party. Mr. Joseph Symes, one of your 
vice-presidents, is still fighting a very hard battle at Mel­
bourne. He is also a candidate for parliamentary honors in 
the Collingwood division. Mr. Wallace Nelson is also 
laboring zealously in the southern hemisphere. Mr. 
W. W. Collins, another of your vice-presidents is leaving 
the Canterbury Freethought Association to return to 
Sydney and fulfil his engagements with the Freethinkers 
in that city. The Canterbury Association has applied to your 
President for a lecturer to succeed Mr. Collins. The duties 
are not too arduous, and a guarantee of £5 per week is offered 
for twelve months. Your President’s recommendation will 
entitle any man to the post, but he does not, at the moment, 
know of any well-qualified lecturer who is ready to accept it.

The President, Vice-Presidents, the other officers and 
members of the Executive, now resign their trust into your 
hands. It is for you to approve or disapprove; for you to 
discuss the past and decide the future. All the Executive of 
a voluntary Soeiety like yours are entitled to ask, is a just 
appreciation of their efforts, and a generous interpretation of 
their motives. And this, they believe, they will not ask in 
vain.

Mr. F isher (Leeds) and Mr. Hoophr (Nottingham) moved 
and seconded the adoption of the report, which was carried 
without a dissentient.

Mr. Reynolds (treasurer) read the items of the balance- 
sheet, which showed a balance in hand of £85 2s. 2d. on the 
General Fund and £19 7s. 7d. on the Benevolent Fund.

Mr. Gilmour (Glasgow) asked concerning the grants made 
to Branches. He thought these tended to demoralise. Several 
delegates expressed a directly contrary opinion. On the 
motion of Mr. S. Standring (Manchester) and Mr. Naewiger 
(Hull), the treasurer’s report was unanimously adopted.

The election of President being the next business, Mr. 
Foote resigned the chair to Mr. Forder, who called on Mr. 
Ward, of the Finsbury Park Branch, to move the resolution 
standing in his name— “  That Mr. G. W. Foote be re-elected 
President.”  This he thought, on the whole, the most impor­
tant business of the Conference. This was seconded by Mr. 
Bowman (Cramlington). and supported by Messrs. Bater and 
Hemingway, and carried amid much applause.

Mr. Foote, on resuming the chair, said he received the 
President’s hammer from the hands of a great and strong 
man. fit  was not passed on to him by the dictation of others. 
He trusted his presidency would be as unstained as his. All 
he promised was that he would do his best. It was not 
possible to please everybody, and he should not try to do so. 
If a President waited to convince everyone, they would never 
move. When there is work to be done someone must go in 
front. There were always some with critical but not creative 
minds, who saw the objections without seeing the preponde­
rating advantages. The proof of all policies lay in the result, 
and by that he was content to be judged. They wanted no 
dummy President, but a chief of the Executive; and while 
on the captain’s bridge of the ship he would observe no man’s 
dictation.

The following were proposed to be re-elected vice- 
presidents :— Dr. T. R. Allinson, Messrs. Geo. Anderson, 
Daniel Baker, N. B. Billany, Joseph Brown (Newcastle), 
J. A Brumage, Prof. Ludwig Buchner, M.D. (Darmstadt), 
W .W. Collins ( 8ydney), J. Harrison Ellis, Robert Forder, 
Geo. Jacob Holyoake, P. A. V. Le Lubez, A. B. Moss, 
8. M Peacock, Wm. Pratt, Wm. II. Reynolds, E. Schlaeger 
(Berlin), Thomas 8 'ater, Robert Owen Smith, Mrs. Thornton 
Smith, George 8 tandring, Joannes Swaagman, Joseph 
Symes, Edward Truelove, J. Umpleby, Miss E. M. Vance 
and J. M. Wheeler.

Mr. R. 0. Smith said, that on account of what had 
happened since the last Conference, he objected to his 
name being taken with the others. He had been originally

nominated by Mr. Bradlaugh, and being little known had 
been accepted on that account. Since his death, however, 
they had heard he had brought disgrace on the party and 
thwarted him. He wished everybody to have an opportunity 
of saying what they knew about him.

Mr. Fisher moved, and Mr. Guy seconded, that Mr. Smith 
be elected vice-president.

Mr. F oote stated that as Mr. Smith had raised this matter 
he had a duty to perform. Mr. Smith was nominated by 
Mr. Bradlaugh on May 13, 1883, together with Mr. Lees and 
Mr. Bradlaugh’s two daughters. He had sat on the Execu­
tive since, and he, the President, knew nothing that happened 
that would induce him to say that he was less worthy now. 
He would therefore have pleasure in himself nominating him.

Mr. H unt (West London) said that in differing as to the 
Hall of Science scheme, he had never thought of bringing 
charges against individuals ; he therefore supported the re- 
election. Messrs. Watts and G. Standring testified to their 
esteem for Mr. Smith’s character, and he was re-elected with­
out any dissentient.

Mr. Smith thanked them for their vote. He had referred 
to no individuals, but he felt it his duty to act as he had 
done, since if a paragraph which appeared in the National 
Reformer were true, he was unfit to be a vice-president of 
that Society. He would not say any more. He had been 
loyal to Mr. Bradlaugh for twenty-five years, and had done 
nothing since his death which he had not done when he was 
alive. He now felt it his duty to be loyal to the present 
President, and he hoped that when they met next year nothing 
will have happened to make them regret his re-election.

Mr. Foote then moved, and Mr. Hooper seconded, that 
Messrs. Charles Watts, Touzeau Parris, S. Hartmann, and 
V. Roger be elected vice-presidents; carried.

Mr. Watts said he felt great pleasure in the honor con­
ferred upon him, in placing him in a position where he had 
been before, because it made him the colleague of Mr. Foote, 
with whom he trusted to work side by side. When, in 
Canada, he first heard of Mr. Foote’s nomination to the 
presidency, he wrote in his paper (Secular Thought) that the 
Secularists of England had done a wise act. Mr. Foote 
possessed the requisite ability, energy and youth. He would 
do his best to aid him in everything to advance their great 
movement.

Mr. Hartmann said he doubted whether he was deserved 
the honor, but he would promiso them he would devote the 
years be had further to live to the service of the cause, and 
that they should not regret their choice.

Messrs. Hooper and Wkightman moved the suspension of 
standing orders, in order that the name of Mr. 8. Standring 
should bo added to the list of vice-presidents, but this Mr. 
Standring himself declined. He would wait to win his spurs 
before wearing them.

On the motion of Miss V anoe, seconded by Mr. G. Stand* 
ring, Messrs. Early and Lupton were appointed auditors.

The President then introduced the following resolution on 
behalf of the Executive : "  That the Conference elect an 
Honorary Secretary as boforo, and leavo the Executive to 
employ and pay an assistant to do tho clerical work of the 
office in London ; and that this arrangement tako effect three 
months after the present Conference." This was a matter of 
considerable gravity. At present two-thirds of the working 
funds wero devoted to tho secretaryship. This was not * 
position the Organisation Committee could bo satisfied with. 
They had considered the matter week after week and month 
after month. The duties required were threofold : there wa» 
first the clerical work, which could only be done on the spot 
in London ; second, lecturing ; third, organising. The chance» 
were always against a man being good in all threo. If fund» 
sufficed it might be well to pay the throe separately. They 
had now a list of special lecturers, who should not remain * 
mere list of idle names, but whose services should be u»»“  
all over the country. A  lecturer was not necessarily a® 
organiser. Organisers were not born every day.- As Presides 
he was not content to go on for another year on the 01 
arrangement. He had all tho threads of tho movement * 
his fingeis, and it was idle to shirk his responsibility. _ **■ 
his colleagues were unanimous in agreeing to this resolution.^

Mr. It 0. Smith agreed. lie  thought it best to acknoj* 
ledge that the Organisation Committee had made a ini»ta® > , 
and, having dono so, must now do their best to repair it.

Mr. K eppel (Newcastle) opposed the motion on moral co® 
»¡derations. Mr. Jones had left Liverpool to come to * 
situation. He (Mr. Keppel) know what it meant to ®a 
eleven doors out of every twelve slapped in one’s face a»
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Atheist, and submitted that Mr. Jones had a moral claim on 
their consideration.

Mr. Hoopeb suggested that the term should be extended 
to six months.

The President mentioned that he was going to write to 
Canterbury (New Zealand) on behalf of Mr. Jones, and a 
telegram could come in reply in six weeks.

Mr. Hunt said he had come to the conclusion that the 
whole of the arguments of the Executive were fallacious. 
They were only robbing Peter to pay Paul. Mr. Jones would 
have to meet the world with the odium of having been secre­
tary of aD atheistical Society. He moved as an amendment,

upon our secretary obtaining suitable employment.”  Mr. 
Weightman seconded.

Mr. Piaoock said we had to deal with the inevitable and 
uot with the abstract. He deprecated the idea that Atheists 
could not get a living as well as others. On the contrary, 
they were sought after by business men. The time of perse­
cution was nearly past. All that was wanted was that men 
should be honest, straightforward and business-like.

Mr. Gilmoub also deprecated the appeal to sentiment and 
personalities. Messrs. Fisher and Watts supported the 
Executive.

At ] 2.30 the Conference adjourned, the delegates proceeding 
)o the Grand Hotel, where an excellent repast" was provided 
through the generosity of Mr. George Anderson.

( Continued on page 379.)

A C I D  D R O P S .
The Rey. 0. L. Engstrom, secretary of the Christian 

^ndence 8ociety, is delivering Sunday afternoon discourses at 
Annity Court Hall, Addington-sqnare, during the month of 
June. The first was given last Sunday on “  Why must we 
believe in something ?”  We did not hear the discourse, 
frobably it proved that we must believe in something. But, 
°r Mr. Engstrom’s purposes, would it not have been better 
0 Say “  a sort of a something ”  ?

Country clergymen who are fond of fishiDg may find their 
ccnsciences touched at this season of the May-fly by a little 
jjj'ccdote related in The Field. A disciple of Walton and 

otton met an agricultural friend tho other day by the river 
?lae> and addressed him in the words, “  Well, Farmer Daw, 

ow do you and the parson get on ? ”  “  Ther, it bean’ t for
® likes o’ we to critikise the parson, sir,”  was the reply, 
but I dew say to my missus he be strange and fond o ’ 

f i n g .  He doan’t understand what bo glide weather for tho 
bsh bean’t gude weather for tho craps. So soon as iver us 
auts bewtiful woather for tho wheat us be bound to have to 

P™y f°r rain. But I tell ’o how it be. When parson goes to 
Urch he takes a lewk at tho river, and turns on the prayer 

or gude weather or rain according.”

J M s story reminds us of another, which is probably known 
p , SOm!  anglers. One Sunday a clergyman caught a lad 
j ln8 a stream, and reproached him for desecrating the 
^ Nevertheless, being an angler himself, ho stood and 
Wh‘ k *  youDfJ8ter, who at last hooked a good sized trout, 

1.®b> however, ho was in danger of losing. Disgusted and 
the clergyman shouted, "  Hold up the point of tho 

i man; hold up tho point of tho rod 1” The angler did 
« and caught tho fish, to tho intense satisfaction of tho 

Poacher, who had forgotten all about tho Sunday.

r, /  General ’ Booth has issued a new appeal for his 
lot tin“ .̂D̂ ani  ̂ scheme. He also states that tho funds 
g0 >> 0 "Piritual work of tho Army * aro nearly exhausted.’ 
a ’ , ^ u,h ’ "  is tho pationco of tho public with tho
ArmJ s methods.”

The Rev. M. Macaskill, of Dingwall, is one of tho good old 
fashioned Presbyterians who would like to * 'O a heresy hun 
instituted against Prof. Bruco, Marcus Dods, and other hie 
Licht hi>retics, who mildly question certain portions i f the 01 
Testament. But the Freo Church of Scotland has found i 
°My spreads heresy hy stirring these qm itions, and th 
General Assembly fairly sat upon Mr. Macaskill and hi 
attempt to vindicate orthodoxy.

Archdeacon Sinclair thinks there aro many inconsistency 
in the Church service. “  To hear merry-looking chubby 
faced choristers,” he says, “  shouting with jubilant an

reckless carelessness, aloud to Almighty God, that they are 
miserable sinners, and that there is no health in them, is, 
indeed, distressing, and a woeful, almost irreparable, shock to 
the whole devotional spirit of the service.”

About four hundred lives have perished through the fire 
in the silver mine near Prague. In many cases the remains 
of the dead persons were entirely unrecognisable. Here was 
a case for the interference of Our Father, but like Baal, he 
was asleep or on a journey. ____

The chronicle of the Lord’s recent mercies includes sixteen 
hundred deaths through cholera in Cashmere, where food is 
'at famine prices ; ghastly and horrible deaths through the 
hurricane in Mauritius, where more than twenty thousand are 
homeless. To counterbalance this there is the shooting of 
one leopard in Bengal, who is said to have destroyed 154 
persons. ____

Michigan, as well as other States, is petitioning against 
the Sunday opening of the World’s Fair at Chicago. The 
Michigan petition is eminently successful. The petitioner« 
outnumber the population by eight hundred thousand.

The Truthseeher says of the World’s Fair: “ As a matter 
of fact, the fair is already open on Sundays, and the Chris­
tians will have hard work to close it. The Tribune, of 
Chicago, reports that the attendance on Sundays is now about 
eight thousand. These people are local visitors, who desire 
to watch the progress of the work. When the exhibits arrive 
and are set forth the attendanee must multiply wonderfully. 
The directory are having hard work raising the necessary 
funds, and to give up such enormous gate receipts would be 
financial snicide.”  ____

The mayor of Liverpool is one of the numerous claf* of 
bigots. lie gave a casting vote against the application of 
tho Liverpool Sunday Society for the use of the Town 
Hall, the Rotunda Hall being too small to hold its audi­
ences. The Clarion remarks—

That, mad as Christians used to bo 
About the thirteenth century,
There’s lots of ChristianR to be had 
In this, tho nineteenth, just as mad.

The Clermont Courier doesn't approve of Ingersoll’s libel 
suit against the R»v. A. C. Dixon. “  It is to be regretted,”  
it says, “  that he stoops to notice so small an insect as th* 
one that has assailed him, and who by contact with so great 
a light will for tho first time in his life attract publi* 
attention.”

Clericus: “  Did you never in your experience have a 
prayer answered ? ”  Oynicus : “  Never, except in one 
instance.”  Clericus: “ What was th a t !” Oynicus: “ I 
started in on tho 28th of February to pray for spring.”

The Archbishop of Rheims, on the *ccasion of tha recent 
Catholic demonstration singing hymns to tha Celtic Virgin at 
Chartres, said, “  The black marblo Virgin of Chartres was 
chiselled in a spirit of prophecy by their Druidical fore­
fathers.”  In the same way the figure of Isis, found in the 
Catacombs, is claimed as representing the ever-blessed 
Virgin-mother of numerous children. The truth is, th« 
mother and child was a world-wide typo lo>g pre-Christian.

Our Vienna Correspondent telegraphs: It is reported 
from Warsaw that the nowly appointed orthodox Archbishop 
Flavian is being everywhere avoided. Tho peasants retir* 
to the forests before bis arrival, and wait until he has left 
before they turn to their homes. Mass is read in the 
orthodox churches to empty pews. In s*mo cases the police 
have taken peasants to church by force. Th» Arthbishop 
has threatened severe measures against the population, 
who have been converted whether they like it or iU^-Daily 
News.

The Rev. W. H. Ranken, vicar of Christ Church, 
Surbiton, had a gardener up for sending anonymous letters, 
threatening to burn down the vicarago. The man was 
kept in gaol three days before being tried, when it was 
discovered that the accused was perfectly iunoeent, and 
he was discharged.
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“  Well, little boy, what’s your name ? ”  asked the teacher. 
“  Shadrach Nebuchadnezzar Jones.”  “ Who gave you that 
n am e?”  “ I don’t know, but if I find out when I get 
older they’ll be sorry for it.”

“  Durham’s Deadheads ”  is the title of an article in the 
Sunday Chronicle. It is a scathing attack on the Bishop of 
Durham, pointing out the absurdity of praising him for trying 
to end the strike. His salary is chiefly derived from mining 
royalties. He and the coalowners are therefore in the same 
swim. We wish we had room to reproduce the Chronicle 
article for the sake of our readers in all parts of the world.

The Church Times is again distinguishing itself by advo­
cating the claims of curates and the poorer clergy for better 
incomes. The C. T. cries out that the clergy of the wealthiest 
Church in the world is a standing reproach to her 
members. The bulk of them, it seems, have a difficulty 
in making ends meet with a paltry two or three hundred 
a year. It forgets that the big prizes range from fifteen 
thousand a year downward, and that many a parson gets a 
thousand a year or more, while the bulk of his work is done 
by underpaid curates. ____

The only sensible plan yet proposed to improve the position 
of the poorer men of God is the taxation of the bloated 
incomes of right reverend fathers in God and other church 
dignitaries, But this is too dangerous a project for the C. T.

The other Sunday a visiting clergyman addressed the 
Sunday-school of a Detroit church. After a serious talk he 
said to the children : “  All of you who desire to live in a 
better world than this, please rise to your feet.”  All the 
children rose except one small boy in the corner. The good 
man looked at him in pained surprise. “  My child,”  he said, 
very gently and kindly, “  why don’t you rise with the others ?” 
“  Detroit’s good enough for me, that’s why,”  sung out the 
youngster, and the solemnity of the occasion was knocked to 
pieces. ____

At the annual meeting of the Church Defence Association, 
as reported in the National Church, the Rev. G. S. Reaney 
said the logical end of the liberation of Church from State 
would be a movement to permit an Atheist on the throne of 
England in the name of religious equality. Mr. Reaney 
ought to know that Atheists do not take [much stock in 
thrones. They usually care more for the opinions of school­
masters than of kings.

After reading that dance music was not to be permitted in 
the parks on Sunday, one of our readers was greatly surprised 
to hear the band in Battersea Park on Whit Sunday playing 
“  Knock ’em in the Old Kent-road.” If this tune cannot bo 
danced to, it’s enough to make somo of the bigots dance with 
rage. _____Vi •

Last week an elderly woman, named Mary Humphrey, was 
being immersed in the Baptist Chapol, Talybout, when, tho 
shock of the new birth being too great, she died in the hands 
of the pastor, the Rev. Mr. Francis. Verdict— Visitation of 
God.

The size, power, wealth, and populousness of pre-Christian 
civilisations has always been misrepresented by orthodox 
advocates. Speaking of London, therefore, it is not sur­
prising that Mr. Gladstone described it the other day as 
“  such an aggregation of individuals, such an accumulation 
of wealth, and capital, and influence as has never been 
seen in the history of the wide world.”  It is, of course, 
very difficult to disprove this absolutely, for wo have no 
precise figures as to the great cities of antiquity. But the 
population of Rome, in the second century of our era, was 
put at 1,750,000 by Gibbon; and Mr. E. J. Gibbs, in the 
National Review, gives reasons for believing it was 5,000,000. 
Whether it was as wealthy as [London or not, it was at 
least more beautiful.

The Peace Society have publicly remonstrated with tho 
Committee of the Religious Tract Society, on their dovotion 
of a considerable proportion of the pages of their Boy's Own 
Paper to attractive descriptions of military and naval 
adventure. Such papers say tho P.S. foster the idea that 
revenge and violence are quite compatible with the duty 
and character of Christian believers.

The Rev. Father Antonine Scanelle, speaking at Glasgow, 
said that Pantheism and other forms of infidelity were 
being spread by the press, and should be counteracted by 
the press. He advocated the establishment of a Catholio 
daily paper, and believed that if St. Paul came now he 
would be a journalist.

The Rev. Canon Bodington A.K.C., Canon of Lichfield 
and Vicar of St. Andrew’s, Wolverhampton, gives in his 
parish Magazine a discourse on “  God’s Building.”  He 
sets out with the old platitudes “  the heavens declared 
glory of God ”  etc. “  Where there is law there must be 
a lawgiver,”  etc. But the term “  law,”  like that of design, 
is but an analogy drawn from human works, and applied 
to natural forces, means no more than the observed invariable 
sequence of cause and effect.

The consequence of saying that God, some personal being 
external to Nature, made its laws, is that he did so at some 
particular time, whether six thousand or sixty billion of 
years ago. Whenever he began to make law there must 
have been unlimited prior time when there was no law. 
Thus the Theist lands God as existing for ages in a universe 
of chaos. If “ laws”  ever existed, they need no “  lawgiver ”  
or “  lawgivers.”

Canon Bodington, A.K.C., passes on to “  the wonderful 
good the Christian religion has done in the world.”  Well 
the first thing he says it does, and this is an argument 
which doubtless comes home to his commercial congregation, 
is, “ It makes men pay their debts.”  Does it ? Were then 
the Pagans dishonest, or are Mohammedans, Parsees, Bud­
dhists or Atheists less scrupulous in fulfilling their engage­
ments. The contrary is the fact. Trust in the Lord is 
not calculated Jto render human engagements imperative. 
The Christian often prays “  forgive us our debts,”  and 
trusts to the Lord to wipe them off.

It is curious to read in the Church Times that the Bishop 
of Bedford “  does not and could not approve O H. R.”  Very 
curious indeed, when the letters mean Our Holy Redeemer, 
but fully explained when it is known O. H. R. is an Anglican 
brotherhood ofjstrongly pronounced Romanising proclivities.

A  good old Scotch minister did not satisfy, by his preach­
ing, the Calvinistic portion of his flock. “  Why, sir,”  said 
one of them, “  we think ye dinna tell us enough about re­
nouncing our ain righteousness." “ Renouncing your ain 
righteousness ! ”  vociferated the doctor. “  I never saw any ye 
had to renounce.”

Tho Rev/Charles Douglas, of 2 Dolamore-orescent, Pad­
dington, has been arrested for indecently assaulting Florence 
Iluntly, a girl of thirteen. One of tho witnesses alleged that 
he hadj seen tho prisoner more than once insulting little
girl»- _____

Music can bo overdone. A  Roman Catholio paper in 
Philadelphia complainod tho other day that tho warbling 
miss who “ does" the amens kept it up bo long at 8t. 
Augustine’s Church that a devout “  bead-repeater,”  who was 
vainly endeavoring to keep his mind on his prayors while she 
warbled a four and a-half minute amon, finally turning round 
to the choir loft, and said, “ May tho dovil choko you! The 
Lord forgive me I” --V eto  York Independent,

W ith'a viow of getting futuro control of tho public school* 
of America, the Pope has sanctioned what is called the Fari­
bault system of school management. Tho Faribault system 
is a compromise with Secularism. The parish or denomi­
national school is handed over to tho School Board, to be 
maintained by the community with reservation of right to 
teach religion out of school hours. This it is hoped will 
prove a means of Catholics having the boneflts of free educa­
tion together with maintaining their faith. Some of the 
Roman Bishops dislike the scheme, doubting tho probability 
of getting tho children to attend the religious instruction- 
Their hesitancy is justified by tho experience of a priest ftt 
Pittsburg who qualified for a head-mastership somo yo»rs 
since, gave his sohools over to the Board, and attempted t° 
get the children to church before school hours for relig'°u‘  
teaching by himself. They would not come, and he retire 
in disgust.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, June 12, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.; at 
7> Is Uubelief a Sin ?”

June 19, Birmingham ;'26, Hall of Science.

T O  O O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb. Charles Watts’ Engagements.— June 12, Sheffield; 
15, debate at Birmingham; 19, Bristol; 26, Birmingham. 
July 3, Hall of Science; 4 and 5, public debate with the Rev. 
I*. F. Duffy ; 10, Hall of Science; 17, Birmingham ; 24, South 
Shields; 31, Newcastle. August 7 and 14, Birmingham; 
21, Manchester; 28, Grimsby. Sept. 3 and 4, Rushden; 
U, Town Hall, Birmingham; 18, Birmingham.— All com­
munications for Mr. Watts should bo sent direct to him at 
Baskerville Hall, The Crescent, Birmingham.

«• Rose.-—Thanks. See “  Sugar Plums.”
U. Snell.—Pleased to hear from you, ar.d to learn of your 

successful outdoor meetings in London. Probably you are 
night in supposing that the chance of disturbance would 
diminish if lecturers and chairmen would cultivate tact.

Lhaeon.—Well-written letters in the local press do great 
service to our movement.

*'• d’uppy.—Mr. Foote has not time to pen letters for the local 
Papers himself. Local friends must do that business. Ho 
>s already overworked.

'*•.Angus.—Y ou must be strangely constituted if you think 
“ Possible to convert Mr. Foote from the views expressed in 
h>s articles on “  Will Christ Save Us ?” by sending him a 
Penny pamphlet, written by a man who solomly believes in 
Jho truth of Noah’s Flood. “  Stupid ”  is an adjectivo that 
ew but yourself would ever apply to Voltaire, Paine, and 

Digersoll. Wordsworth called Voltaire a “  dull scoffer,” and
J K ' o'CR Rumh retorted “  Why dull ?"

Sy k e s .— Panors or oil Hines are al>

Fbiknds who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention. 

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Olerkenwell-green, London, E.C. All business communi- 

~ cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. 
Scale op A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every 

succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements: — 
One inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £ l 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

Bryc
;s.—Papers or cuttings are always welcome. 

eson.—We are obliged. See “  Sugar Plums.”F. W — ivo aro oniigoa. ¡see ”  sugar nuras."
I.LS0If.—Thanks. See paragraph. Tlio whole subject is 

^ alt with in tho pamphlet Mr. Footo has written for the 
jb  p 1’“ •> and which will bo published immediately. 'ZZ 

’ l ? Wnckby.—Tho Conference report occupies all our avail- 
J. H»9 8Pace this week ; but soo “  Sugar Plums.”

for t'10 ' otter8- The Rev. A. Stowart 
t "P'aina of your youth. Ho forgets that Jesus was only 
p ve whon ho discussed with tlio Temple doctors. Mr. 
to ^°es ,l<“  ' nt°,1(I to join in tho local fray. Ho is willing 
batn0e\_ Mr, Stewart in publio debate; that is, a pitched 

A. F0„°’ . “  no skirmishes.
Rester.—I t is not a lecturo notice. Wo have given'you

A. S?aragraph>reca iN0,— Pho letter of 'Josus to Abgarus is universally 
For J1 a.8 a forgery by scholars. See tho chapter on Pious 
tianity09 *n Messrs. Footo and Wheeler’s Crimes of Chris•

leJ ^ r',.Ks-—Your adventures aro amusing. No doubt tho 
toe, riSht to affirm instead of swearing will, for sumo time 
Beads'10’ m'8understood by many officials. Many of their 
w *  aro v«ry thick. It takes a good whilo fur ideas to 

Ron m trat® thcra-
n°t ni! ,N-—Shall appear. Lady missionaries, we fancy, aro 
their m to R°nvortyou. Their logic is loss seductive than 
their I™108' in a'Jmo CRSOS ; in others, it is nearly as bad as 

F. a h te,nP°r-
J. ®t>MupIIE,'~7®ee “  SllKar Plums.” 

at Nuj ‘u Constantino tho Groat “ was probably born 
lights ' 8aJ8 Gibbon, and his judgment is not to bo 
“ “ nod ' ,  P'lt0<l- Some of Iho modorn Grocks have main- 
nun, tho first Christian emperor was born at Dropa-
°{ hi« k •Wn 011 1,10 F"lf of Nicomodia. There is no evidonco 
tin w i n ! ,IK l,orn iu Britain. (2) Popo Gregory sont Aligns- 
tia„it .,or,y mo"ks to convert tho Anglo-Saxons to Chris- 

^4pRiw î îx hundred years after tho birth of Christ.
FiRa “ « chived. — Fritankaron — Two Worlds— Wostern
Swori"~ , 8ton Investigator------Dor Armo Toufol—Flaming
Twont;~7i Iro,ll;hid Ago—Lucifor —  Progrcssivo Thinker— 
""Chur » (. ontury—Clarion— Watts’s Literary Guido— Echo 
Review 'u r ^ 0rmor—Southend Standard—Star— Liverpool 
P’hilosor. .  °hly Irish Times—Truthseekcr— La Vérité 
North r i , 1'1,“  — Liberator— Liberty— Freidenkor—Evening 
end Eeli1 ts *I°ral<I—Opon Court—Secular Thought—South* 
Pensé, 10rT.^ l,8m°polilan— Fédération Française do la Libro 
Glasgn,,, Vr ,r M'Jho— National Church—Modorn Thought— 

„  hatnntcn 'Ll~ 3 t . Andrew's Parish Magazine, Wolvor-
0o* * n Z 7 rh° Moralist.

reply is de ^C1i ? tl0llld roa°h US not lator than Tuesday if u 
,,,stands ovnr'fui curru,lt 'ssuo. Othorwiso tho reply
■*«« Frcet) • / 11 . 10 following wook.

free, 'ÎJ* ,  jyHl he forwarded, direct from the office, post 
» Naif Y n„,l ( fol'owing rates, prepaid Guo Year, Os. (Id. ; 
It being * *3" -3d- : T1‘r‘:0 Mouths, Is. 7jd. 

x''rapper°ntlK ry t0 P°st-offico regulations to announce ou tho 
Teceivo tli 1011 subscription is duo, subscribers will 
scrinti^-00 n’ .,mhor in a colored wrappor whon their sub- Ewon expires.

S U G A R __ P L U MS .
Mr. Foote occupies the London Hall of Science this evening 

j (June 12). His subject will be “ Is Unbelief a Bin ?”  The 
lecture is a reply to the new pamphlet of Dr. A. J. Harrison, 
who lectures for the Christian Evidence Society, and is 
perhaps the ablest and most gentlemanly champion it ever 
had. Mr. Foote debated with him for four nights at New­
castle in 1877. Previous to that Dr. Harrison debated with 
Mr. Bradlaugh in London.

This year’s Conference of the National Secular Society was 
one of the most successful ever held. The delegation from 
Branches was considerably in excess of recent years. Nearly 
a hundred delegates and distant visitors sat down to the 
luncheon at the Grand Hotel, to which they were invited by 
Mr. George Anderson, who, being unable to attend himself, 
took this graceful and practical way of testifying his interest 
in the day’s proceedings. The South Shields friends got up 
an elegant memento of the occasion as a present to Mr. 
Anderson. It was an artistic menu, adorned with a drawing 
of South Shields old town-hali and a view of Tynemouth, 
neatly executed by a local artist.

The speaking at the eveniog meeting was unusually good. 
As tho hall was crowded and the weather was warm, the 
chairman needed some generalship to work in eleven speakers 
in two hours and a quarter. Mr. Watts was in splendid 
form, and had got up steam for a big oration, but twenty 
minutes was all the Rhadamanthean hammer-holder would 
allow him. Mr. J. P. Gilmour said he had been victimised 
by the President, and then surprised the meeting with the 
fluency and point of his speech. Mr. S. M. Peacock spoke 
like a Bound, practical reformer. Mr. Sam Standring was 
jocose in style and sober in advice. Ilis brother George 
spoke earnestly, but could not hide his native humor. Mr. 
Moss was impressive, Mr. Jones epigrammatic, Mr. Hunt 
appealing, Mr, Forder earnest, Mr. Copland admonitory, and 
Mr. Brown fall of conviction. Mr. Foote’s energy did not 
seem impaired by a hard day’s work.

Never was any N.S.8. Conference so reported. The differ­
ence, in fact, is not a step forward, but a leap. The Deader 
gave three columns and a half, including long extracts from 
the President’s report. The Chronicle also gave a column 
and a half. Surely this is a proof that Newcastle editors 
don’ t consider our cause a dying one, or our 8ociety insigni­
ficant, though we have lost the leadership of Charles Brad- 
laugh. And “ canny Newcastle”  applies to its newspaper 
editors as well as the rest of its inhabitants. By and bye the 
London editors, who aro always behind, will wake up to our 
existence. _____

Tho London Secular Federation’s annual excursion takes 
place on Sunday, July 17. A special train will run from 
London Bridge to Worthing, a Sussex watering-place, where 
sailing and rowing boats can be hired, or walks taken through 
charming scenery. As the return tickets are ouly 3s., a big 
party is expected. Mr. Pownceby, the Federation secretary, 
is distributing the tickets for sale among the London 
Branches. They can also be obtained at the Hall of Science 
and at 28 Stonecutter-street.

TheTederation will make no special provision for dinner or 
tea. but there are a number of hotels, dining rooms, and 
coffee houses open on Sundays, and the excursionists must 
distribute themselves over the town. There will be accom­
modation for all pockets.

The Federation Council, at its last monthly meeting, 
decided to alvise the Lsndon Branches to suspend the open- 
air lectures on July 17, so as to give the lecturers, chairmen, 
and other workers an opportunity of joining the excursion 
without neglecting their duties.
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Mr. W. Heaford, one of the N .8.S. special lecturers, 
has a three weeks’ holiday from August 14. He would like 
to visit Belfast and Scotland and lecture for the Branches. 
We hope they will avail themselves of Mr. Heaford’s 
services. His address is 67 Mantua-street, Falcon-road 
Battersea, S.W. ___

The Lambeth Branch is carrying on an open-air lecture 
station in the classic New Cut (near the Victoria Hall) on 
Sunday mornings. We hope it will be strongly supported by 
the local Freethinkers. Last Sunday morning Mr. Victor 
Roger lectured, and the platform narrowly escaped demolition 
by a gang of roughs, headed by a Christian apologist who 
has recently done a term of imprisonment for theft. Chris­
tians may or may not be proud of such a champion. It is 
their own business. But such blackguards cannot be allowed 
to disturb our meetings. The nuisance must be stopped.

Some time ago Mr. Foote had very successful meetings in 
Sanger’s Circus, Sheffield. This building is to be pulled 
down. But before it is demolished it will be the scene 
of another Freethought demonstration. Mr. Charles Watts 
lectures there to-day (June 12), and no doubt the Free­
thinkers of the district will give him a hearty reception. 
After the recent visit of the black champion there will 
probably be a good deal of discussion.

On Sunday next Mr. Charles Watts lectures at Bristol. 
We invite the members of the new Bristol Branch to bring 
their friends to hear our eloquent colleague.

Mr. Symes has not succeeded in getting elected to the Vic­
torian Parliament for Colingwood. Religious prejudice is no 
doubt largely accountable, and the fact that Mr. Symes does 
not reside in 'Colingwood told against him. But though 
defeated he is undaunted. Mr. Bradlaugh tried for many 
years before being elected, and, like Mr. Bradlaugh, Mr. 
Symes will try again. ____

Mr. Putnam tells in the Truthseeker how, when he called 
on Col. Ingersoll, he was answering a letter from a convict 
sqldier who had killed a man in a moment of passion, and 
perhaps in self-defence. He had been imprisoned for life and 
had served twenty-two years. Mr. Putnam says : “  It was a 
pathetic letter. The author had no friends. He had written 
to many people, but not an answer had ever been received to 
give one ray of comfort in his loneliness and agony. Out of 
his busy life Ingersoll immediately answered the poor fellow’s 
appeal— the only one who for twenty-two years had taken 
any notice of the captive, who undoubtedly was far more un­
fortunate than criminal. How many a Christian had passed 

■ him by. The first word that would give him new life, a hope 
for the future, came from the pen of tho infidel, whose table 
was crowded with messages from all parts of tho world. The 
rich man, and the prosperous man, and the big corporation 
might bo unanswered ; but the trembling prisoner receives a 
message worth its weight in gold, flooding the gloomy bars 
with light, and giving hope after years of desolation.”

Mr. Arthur Clayden, the Liberal candidate at Dulwich, who 
seeks to oust Mr. Maple, the Tory upholsterer, has informed 
the Liberal and Radical Association that ho is in favor of the 
disestablishment and disendowment of the State Church, and 
also of the immediate repeal of the Blasphemy Laws. This 
should be carefully noted by Freethinkers who have votes in 
this constituency. ____

The Hon. T. S. Brand, Liberal candidate for tho Eastbourne 
division of Sussex, states that he was ignorant of tho 
existence of tho Blasphemy Laws, and promises, if he 
has the opportunity, to vote for the Liberty of Bequest Bill.

Mr. W. Digby, Liberal candidate for South Islington, says 
he would gladly vote for the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws. 
He considers their retention "  a grave injustice.”

Mrs. Samson writes the Star on dance music in the Parks 
on Sundays, and points out that Booth’s bands play music- 
had tunes. She mentions that “  Onward Christian Soldiers 
and “  Bing the Bells of Heaven ”  make good polka-mazurkas.

The International Congress of Freethinkers at Madrid is to 
take place in October.

Mr. Stroud Williams’s sermon at Swindon in opposition to 
the orthodox doctrine of hell has been followed by a thought­
ful letter in the North Wilts Herald from the pen of 
“  Deist.”  The writer really takes the position of tho Secu­
larist, that our main concern is to ameliorate present circum­
stances.

The Glasgow Branch has an excursion to Gleniffer Brae* 
to-day (June 12). The party meets at the south side of 
Jamaica-bridge at 10 30, The return fare is Is. 6d. Te» 
will be provided at the Braes at a nominal cost. Otherwi*® 
friends must bring their own provisions.

The Bradford Branch will have its annual on Sunday 
next (June 19). The train starts for Morecambe at 8.20 a.a>' 
Return fare 3s. 6d. Addresses will be delivered at the 
demonstration by Messrs. Grange and Wakefield.

SUNDAY DANCING.

SCRATCH a Christian and you find a Bigot. Even the Rev- 
Fleming Williams, who is an excellent democrat in his way» 
has a strong objection to letting people go to heaven (°r 
elsewhere) in their own way. He would like to make the® 
go  the Christian way, and as he cannot drive them in h0 
would hedge them in. Probably he is also, like other 
ministers, a Protectionist in regard to religious matters, 
and especially to Sunday observance. For these reasons 
he appears to have supported Mr. Doubleday’s motion on 
the London County Council, that the bands in the park* 
should not play dance music on Sunday. Dance music, b® 
said, would lead to dancing, which was an awful though 
on the Lord’s Day. No doubt Mr. Williams prefers reli­
gious music, hymns and so forth, that might put the Lon­
doners in a frame of mind for visiting the gospel-shop0, 
Mr. John Burns vigorously “  went for ”  this attempt®“ 
tyranny, n e  begged the Council not to play into the band3 
of a few  people who wished to make London as long­
faced and miserable as themselves. Did not tb0 
Boothites sing music-hall tunes, and was not the tun0 
o f the “ Old Hundredth”  introduced into lancers »D“ 
quadrilles? The Council had as much right to spend tb0 
money of Sabbatarians on dance music as to spend tb0 
money o f non-Sabbatarians on Sabbatarian music. Tb®* 
“  honest John ”  went on, smiting the bigots hip and thigh' 
Nevertheless the bigots, though defeated in argume0*' 
triumphed in the ballot by 54 to 49. It was a sligb 
victory, however, and its fruits cannot be lasting. By ®D., 
bye that vote will be reversed. Meanwhile the Coun®1 
should look after the Salvation Army, and stop its ban® 
from playing tunes on Sunday that make cab-horses frisk/'

W ORKING THE ORACLE. ,
A sacrilegious fraud has boon practised on tho super* 

tious inhabitants of a villago not fur from Cosonza, 
Calabria, whoro is a rock upon which legend Buys *jj 
Madonna onco appeared. For somo timo two women of 
placo went about with their oyos turned up to hoovon * 
ocBtacy, and uttering disjointed words as they faltering^ 
pursued their way. Having thus proparod tho minds . 
their neighbors for something inystorious, they gradually ‘  ̂
out that they were empowered to put all those who WO® 
pay for it into relation with tho Madonna. Very soon to - 
woro able to set to work. They lod their victims by 
tho rock, and on its summit, amid tho sound of a boll and , 
flickering light o f a torch, tho Illossed Virgin uppe6r 
stretched out her arms to recoivo tho offerings in money 
goods, and ropliod to tho petitions toudored. Ono WO®,  
gavo thirty francs, and praved to bo blessed with a 8 y 
another offered fivo hundred francs to bo saved from 1  ̂
when sbo died, sho having deserved punishment for ebea „ 
in her trado o f u bukor. A wifo paid twelvo francs to ®  ̂
her sick husband cured; thirty wero offered in favor 0 g{ 
patient about to undergo a surgical operation, otc. y ’j 
tho two swindlers represented tho Virgin, hiding bob*11 . cD 
rock till sho was summoned, and disguising her voice jj 
sho answered questions; whilo tho other lighted tho £ 
and rang tho bell. Tho two women have been arrested» 
will bo tried for cheating.— Daily News.

= :......................................... :  A
“ •No sir,”  said tho man with tho dyed whiskd*» ^  

never go boating on Sunday. If I want any Sunday 
incut I go to parks. One may be just as bad as the 
but if the Lord wants to punish mo for Sabbath-br®* pjp 
ho can’ t get at me half as easy on land as ho can 1 
in a sail-boat.”
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N A T IO N A L  SE C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ’S 
CO NFER ENC E.

( Continued from page 375.)

AFTERNOON MEETING.
On resuming at half past two, the President stated he 

could not take Mr. Hunt’s amendment, 6ince it meant that 
Ike secretary could stay as long as he pleased. Mr. Hunt 
altered his amendment to extend the term for six months. 
Mr, Weightman seconded. Mr. Alward (Grimsby), supported 
the Executive, as did also Messrs. Ward and Bater.

The President said that he and the Organisation Com­
mittee could not go on for six months with any satisfaction.
. H unt rose to a point of order. He denied him the 

r,ght to say what the opinion of the Organisation Committee 
Would be before it was formed.

the President : I am telling you the opinion of the 
iganisation Committee that has existed. This matter had 

n°t been laid before them without due deliberation. He 
regretted so much agitation had been worked up on that 
matter in the district. Mr. Jones had been communicated 
With in the month of January, and it was three months 
ago since he knew the decision of the Organisation Com- 
mittee. He knew his term only lasted in any case to the 
 ̂onference. They had given him three more months, and 
0 ask that the present arrangement should be carried on 

, a ‘ way, would be not only unpleasant bat a real hindrance 
0 he work of the Society.
. n reply to a question from Captain Thomson, Mr. Foedee 

“id he had worked for five years for 15s. a week. He 
a not personally consider Mr. Jones the man for the clerical 

■p r*- The matter had been used as a means to injure Mr.
°te. Mr. Hunt had been his eaemy, and he had in 

BraSe<j,U8nce rei*8ned his membership of the Westminster

to - a ^0NK8> naked by several to speak, said he didn’t wish 
,nhuence their votes. He had been a Freethinker since 

B had formerly been secretary of the Liverpool
g .̂ ch> aud had won scholarships and certificates in 
jjs ?nG° and Art. No matter what their decision might be' 

ad Mill a future before him, something to fight for, an 
party14^ 0 amhition to do valuable work for the Freetbought

a 9 n a P°ll being taken, the resolution wag carried by 741 
tk 1D8t **?1 for the amendment. Some attempts to continue 

^ t i o n  were disallowed by the chair.
.' border was re-elected hon sec., and Mr. 8tanley Jones 

into efi ^t*° aĈ  aB 8Goretary UQtil the new arrangement comes

g rao° °ne appeared to take up tho motion of the West Ilam 
re Ca’ \hat vice-presidents should not in future vote unless 
dent S.etn l̂n8 a Branch. On an explanation from the Presi- 
ing ’ n°f,'ce ° f  motion by tho Newcastle Branch, restrict- 
Witl H° 1Q̂  Conferences to delegates and the Executive, was 
<ksirib]Wn‘ M other West Ham motion, "  That it is 
a Da'l) 0/ or aH Freethinkers to wear a distinctive badge, say 

B 7 y’ Was Dot nuovod.
Bradl 0r°i Hi6 President roso to deal with the matter of the 
the * lU. , ^ ODnorial Fund, a delegato moved that wo pass to 

,p ®xt business.
Was ° i 11esident said that the Bradlaugh Memorial Fund 
truste° lecteif through the N.S.8. and held in the names of 
the £ eS ° D- hchalf. In accordance with a resolution of 
Subsc^KCÛ V° ’ a circul*r was sent out to a great many of the 
Metjjo'-7 " ,  (wh08o addresses they had) to tho Bradlaugh 
devot^j * und’ a,king them how their money was to bo 
£ 13q g ‘ Cp to the present subscribers representing 
Hall of S ' ' ^ad ordered their subscriptions to go to the 
° rdered , , u!enc0 scheme, subscribers representing £51 h ad 
waa th t V* 8ub,cr'pti°ns to be held over, and £'¿13 13s. 
®x®cuti ,a ance f° r which no word had been received. The 
Cation , vo thought that it should still bo left open for appli- 

Mr it 1080 wb° had not yet givon direction. 
a<J°ption 7 1 ,  .moTell> and Mr- W eiqhtman seconded, the 
tersea re °l • * Pr0P08aL which wag carried agaiost a Bat- 
Jame80n .U,tl0n> moved DiPPer and «‘■conded by Mr.
between tb * al* undecided money should be divided 
money. U0 tW0 8chemes in proportion to voting on decided 

The P
of Scien ,aEslUENT then made a statement in re London Hall 
®amson At tl10 la,t meetinf? ° f  th0 N .8.8. Executive Mr. 
8uPPorte t moved' . ^ r- Hartmann seconded, and Mr. Hunt 

> a resolution for a committee of inquiry to see if

the London Hall of Science was morally secured to the 
Society for thirty years from 18 )8. That committee met 
for the first time last week. Under these circumstances he 
should only tell the Conference one fact which it ought to 
be in possession of. When Charles Bradlaugh nominated his 
successor he told him nothing of any right to any property or 
of any documents, and no documents were discoverable in the 
archives of the National Secular Society.

Mr. Hunt thought the functions of the committee lapsed 
with the Conference.

The President said there was always some business 
carried over from year to year. When the new Executive 
met they would re-appoint the committee, and the matter go 
on as before.

Mr. J a m e s o n  (Battersea) then moved : “  That in order to 
make the N.S S Executive thoroughly representative, each 
provincial Branch may elect a London member of the N.S.S. 
to represent it at all Executive meetings.”  It was explained 
that this was already possible, and the matter had only been 
put on the agenda that provincial Branches might learn their 
right in this matter.

Mr. Nicholson (Oxh.il!) then moved : “  That a Temperance 
Society be formed in connection with the N S.S , under the 
title of the National Secular Temperance Society.”  He 
thought perhaps to be a member of such a Society need not 
necessarily mean total abstinence.

The President thought it should be so construed.
Mr. J. M. W heeler remarked that the Church of England 

Temperance Society did not so construe it. It allowed wine.
The President : But the Church of England have the 

right to juggle, which we have not.
Mr. Geeevz Fisher, though a teetotaller, opposed the 

motion. They might as well form an honesty society, or a 
society for the promotion of any of the virtues.

The matter was referred to the Executive for consideration, 
Mr. Reynolds, as a teetotaller, being desired to look into it.

The motion of the Oxhill Branch about a Friendly Society 
was withdrawn absolutely.

Mr. J. P. Gilmour, on behalf of Mr. J. Glen (Renfrew), 
m oved: “  That some means should be found to publish 
periodically the names and addresses of Branch secretaries.” 
This would supply a want felt by those travelling from place 
to place, and necessitated by changes. He proposed that if 
inserted in the Freethought papers they should be paid for 
as advertisements.

The President said that once a year they issued an 
Almanack, which all should provide themselves with. How­
ever, he would undertake to put iu the Freethinker occasion­
ally a list of changes.

Miss Vance thought tho matter might be met by sending 
a stamped addressed envelope to the general secretary.

A motion for the reduction of the subscription to the 
Executive was withdrawn.

The President then m oved: “ That the N.S.S. shall, if 
possible, be represented at the World’s Freethought Conven­
tion, which is projected to take place next year at Chicago ; 
all arrangements thereanent to be loft to the Executive.”  
Mr. Reed seconded.

Mr. Hunt asked how this could bo done without expense 
to tho Society.

The President said tho Conference could not decide on 
doing a thing without being prepared to carry it out. He 
would promise a special subscription should relieve the funds 
of the 8ociety in this matter.

This concluded the business on tho agenda, and the Presi­
dent stated that now only matters could bo taken that were 
con-contentious,

Mr. Charles W atts moved, and Mr. R. 0 . Smith seconded 
— “  Resolved : That we, the Secularists here assembled at 
the Conference of the N.S.S. in Newcastle-on-Tyne on Sunday, 
June 5, 18!)2, desire to express our earnest sympathy with 
our Freethought co-workers in Canada and in the United 
States, and wo wish to assure them that the noble work they 
are doing in the emancipation of the human mind from the 
degrading influence of theologicil superstition is watched by 
us with intense interest.”  Tuis was carried unanimously.

Mr. Guy (of Farsley) m oved: “ That this Conference 
heartily endorses the candidature of Mr. J. M Robertson for 
Northampton, and promises to do all in its power to secure 
his return.”  This was objected to as political, and therefore 
contentious.

Mr. Forder moved a vote of thanks to the North-Eastern 
Secular Federation for the admirable arrangements made for 
this Conference. Mr. Alward (Grimsby) seconded, and took

_1
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occasion to remark that he wished they had heard more of 
the work in London.

Mr. Joseph Brown, who was received with much applause, 
acknowledged the vote of thanks.

The President then formally closed the Conference. 
Differences of opinion, he said, were not necessarily signs of 
rending or o f decay. (Hear, hear.) The stagnant pool would 
be harmonious enough, its surface was only occasionally 
broken by the snapping of a toad or the leaping of a frog ; 
but true, wholesome, fertilising water runs and leaps and 
dashes, and their party never could have the quiescence of the 
stagnant pool. Let them have the vehemence of the rushing 
river. It was easy enough to organise sheep ; one good dog 
would organise a thousand ; when they came to organise Free­
thinkers it was a different matter. They had more indivi­
duality, or they would never have become Freethinkers. 
(Applause.) They sought for truth. They could not have 
the flash of the lightning without the meeting of the thunder 
clouds, and out of the thunder clash of diverse opinions in 
honest debate they hoped, and experience justified the hope, 
there might leap forth the lightning of truth. (Loud 
applause.)

The Conference ended at five o’clock.

THE EVENING MEETING.
r The Hall was crowded in every part when the President 
took the chair at 7 ,o’clock. He explained that time was 
short and the list of speakers was long; he would therefore 
require each address to be very brief.

Mr. Sam Standring first spoke, dealing with the subject 
of organisation. One point that had been almost entirely 
neglected was the organisation of the ladies, whose efforts 
and influence might be made extremely useful in Freethought 
work.

Mr. S. M. Peacock, president of the North-Eastern Secular 
Federation, confined his attention to the subject of educa­
tion. As a member of the South Shields School Board he 
urged upon Freethinkers the importance of keeping the priest 
out of the school. While the cumulative vote remained in 
operation there was an opportunity for the Secular party to 
make its influence decisively felt.

Mr. A. B. Moss pointed out that it was the bounden duty 
of Secularists to do their best to destroy superstition, and 
especially the Christian superstition. One of the worst 
features of this was the idea that unbelief was a crime. The 
work of Freethought was gradually becoming complete. The 
Devil had already disappeared, and God would sooner or 
later follow him to oblivion. When the miraoulous element 
in theology had died out, religion would be nothing but a 
question of conduct. The contention of Secularists had always 
been that, if mankind required a religion at all, it was a 
religion based not upon belief, but upon conduct. Secularists 
could be as pood citizens and fathers as their orthodox 
brethren. In past times, perhaps, theology had to some 
degree moulded life and thought; but to-day it failed to 
influence the intellect of Christians. The ranks of Froe- 
thought should be recruited from the Christian party, as it 
was impossible to get any assistance from indifferentists.

Mr. Stanley Jones said this was a field day. lie  
argued that neither philosophers nor scientists wero on 
the side of the black army or against Freethought. The work 
of the National Secular Society was one of emancipation. 
Our business is to do the same work for the mind as 
the abolitionists did for the slaves of America. The Society 
had been led by a great man. and was now in the keeping 
of a distinguished leader. The future depended on the 
youth in its ranks, and it was needed to give them that 

! training and discipline which would make them efficient 
in warring against superstition and dogmas, like the 
brave men of old.

Mr. Charles W atts congratulated them upon the excellent 
day’s work. An attempt had been made to consolidate and 
extend secular forces. They bad evils in their midst which 
theology had failed to correct and remove. It had a fair trial, 
but, with every advantage, was not only a failure but a barrier. 
The great requirement of the age was a more comprehensive 
standard of right— of faith based not upon the conjectures of 
the future, but upon the experience of the past. (Hear, 
hear.) The voice of all history was that so far as society 
had progressed and broken away from the fetters of a dark 
and ignorant past, it had been achieved not by theology, but 
by Becular effort. Mr. Watts surveyed the work of Free­
thinkers from the time of Thomas Paine, Carlile, Hethcr- 
.ngton, 8outhwetl, and G. J. Holyoake, the father of

Secularism, to Charles Bradlaugh, the Napoleon of Free- 
thought. We had now another Napolecn in Mr. Foote, 
and not a Napoleon the Third. We recognise there 
is much to be done. Our temple is vast; its dome covers the 
earth. The Bible we put forward is nature’s whole page. 
Our Garden of Eden is a place where the tree of knowledge 
is not prohibited, where there is no Devil to tempt and no 
God to curse. Mr. Watts wound up with a fine peroration on 
the duty of striving in the work of human progress.

Mr. E. Copland thought it was Mrs. Grundy they bad 
chiefly to attack. It was she who prevented people acknow­
ledging that they had outgrown the errors of Bible teaching- 
One of her chief strongholds was Sabbatarianism. That they 
shonld strike at, and cut the ground from under Mrs. Grundy * 
feet.

Mr. G. Standring again recommended— as by one of hi* 
humorous slips he said ho had recommended for the last fifty 
or sixty years— attention to outdoor propaganda. The great 
thing was to keep pegging away, and they must be prepared 
to say the same thing over and over again. He had faith m 
the future of Freethought, and that the coming generation 
would have a still larger measure of freedom than we have 
enjoyed.

Mr. J. P. Gilmour, in an excellent speech, complained that, 
as a Scotsman, he had been victimised in being made to 
speak, and told the President a little story of a thief in a 
church who, having to descend by the bell rope, found the 
villagers awaiting him at the bottom. Addressing the bell, 
he said, “  If it had na’ been for your lang hied and lang 
tongue I should hae got off this time.”  He reported steady 
progress in Scotland. There was a revival ot interest in the 
movement in the large towns such as Dundee, Aberdeen, and 
Edinburgh. Sabbatarianism was declining in the l»r8® 
towns. Music was extending. Churches— even the Fr00
Church, despite its “  Highland host ”  of bigots— was being 
secularised. He felt it an honor to be a member of a party 
who had fought so well in the past, and who sought to make 
things smoother for others in future.

Mr. C. J. Hunt Baid no name received more applaase than 
that of Mr. Brad laugh. But did the applauders belong to 
the Society of which he was president ? Organisation 
absolutely necessary, and he urged the duty of all Free* 
thinkers to join the Society and do their share. Their 
grea'est enemy was still the powerful Roman Catholic 
Church. ' ¿i

Mr. Forder showed the advance made by the manner 
which the social question was now regarded by religi°u® 
leaders like General Booth and tho Popo. If Mr. B ra d la iig h  
was a Napoleon, he looked on Mr. Foote as tho Carnot of th0 
movement. ,

Mr. Joseph Brown (of Newcastle) reported that they h* 
made great progress in that district, where they had fourteen 
bulwarks for freedom. He urged that other Branches worn 
do well to form like federations. .

Tho President remarked ho was sure the meeting worn 
feel tho causo had not lost its Bpeaking power. Ho contrO 
verted thoso who said that tho Freothought movement h l
received its death-blow in the death of Mr. Bradlaugh. No
great causo was over buried in tho grave of a leader. tVa* 
his Titanic labor so barren as to leave no fruit? No! hi* 
work lived beyond the dust of death in tho hearts of tho*® 
animated by tho example of his greatness, courage, °n  ̂
earnestness. Freethought existed for the right of equft 
freedom for all. No party had ever been persecuted h 
ours; no party like ours had sprung into the breach vvu 
freedom was assailed by strong and fierce enemies. 
lived also for the secularisation of life. We believe t 
deed is higher than creed, and conduct higher than bell • 
All the churches begin with the child and place him in 
attitude “ I believe.”  They needed no priest com ing” * . 
birth, marriago and death with his mummery and fees. ”  
are tho shibboleths of the creeds worth? What moro *jn.°il9 
tho parson muttering over the open grave about tho "g len  ^  
ho^e of a resurrection ”  than tho clay cold corp*° , 
his feet? Wo must turn the priest out of tho *c ,
as in Paris. Why suborn the minds of children in the in.gcjal 
of dogmas but to provide artificial customers for arti 
goods in their artificial trade? lie  sometimes compare 
priests with Jesus. lie  died upon tho cross and they 1 ̂ t̂ 
upon i t ; and many lived well upon tho cross who cou 1 ^
make 30s. a week upon tho square. Wo must continu ^ 
fight as Mr. Bradlaugh had fought, by making equal 
extending freedom and secular life, and tho right to * 
endowments of which we ore unjustly deprived. AH
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things were to be done by the force of education. It had 
been said, When should education begin ? and the answer 
given was, “  Twenty years before birth.” We must get the 
mothers. Freethought did not say, “  I suffer not a woman 
to teach.”  It held her the equal companion of man, and 
their steps should keep time in the march of progress 
■Education the churches hated. Schopenhauer said religions 
Were like glowworms, requiring darkness to shine in. 

?e is power. It was not theology or Ser- 
but science, that led to the fraternisation of 

Peoples. Let us spread science, and education its instru­
ment. Martyrs had smoothed the path. Let them 
®arry on their inheritance unimpaired to their children.

. n> having done their best for the human race here, they 
might face any hereafter if there be such ; and if there 
. uld k0 no hereafter, the consciousness of duty done would 
lnt with rainbow and orient colors the mists of death far 

morê  surely than any expected glories from the vague and 
mystic land of dreams,

A collection was made for the Freethought Benevolent 
aod, to be devoted to those suffering through the Durham 

* rme, and realised the sum of £3  os. 5Id.
Un Whit Monday many delegates were escorted over the 
Sue, museum, and other places of interest.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE SECULAR 
FEDERATION.

«-t the first annual Conference of this Federation, held at
s.Wcastle-on-Tyne on Tune 4, 1892, Mr. Stanley Jones

p lv.erpool) presiding, the following officers were appointed—  
resident, Mr. J, Greevz Fisher (Leeds); vice-presidents, 

Gif8818' (Farsley), A. Hemingway and E. II. Jones
 ̂ .Chester), and J. GraDge (Bradford) ; financial secretary 

treasurer, Mr. J. R. Willock (Manchester); and organising 
th ary> ®atn Standring. Several r̂ules were agreed to, and 
bu closed. As all the work of the Federation is
k9 6 y honorary, any subscriptions devoted to this cause will
V. 8Pent absolutely and exclusively on propagandist work. 
0 f ar y twenty Branches were represented.— Sam Standring, 
and" i ’’ I®® Ox ford-street, Manchester, to whom donations 

a * communications should be addressed.

THE SECOND BIRM IN G H AM  DEBATE.

|lN Tuesday, May 31, Ikskervillo Hall was again the scene 
j j ra^°ther encounter between the Itev. Dr. McCann and

J f c e  subject of discussion was “  The Moral Nature of Man,”  
pj. n. which the Iparned doctor had discoursed on the 
a Vl0Us Tuesday, having no one to controvert his utter- 
seat Si' • At tlie dobate there was a large attendance, every 
°n ho i 'n^ 0CCUP'ed- There was a good deal of applause 
«¡tli ' sidos’ Lut n0 disagreeable sounds were uttered on 
sionT ,^omo merriment was caused by the doctor’s allu- 
in “i 10 the fact that God, in dealing with our first parents 
h«t h ,art*en ° f  Eden, did give them the fruit of the garden, 
t0 n°t tell them to steal it 1 The audience seemed
gart]lnk ^le ‘dea a man stealing an apple out of his own 
that er\a £ ° ° d joke. It reminds mo of the negro’s text on 
app|e8“ hJect. “  And the Lord said, W ho stole do winter

Mr »r dlaPuied points were free-will and responsibility, 
a pat(1, ann ca°  «elect and do anything by simply touching 
coQscint 8tee* spring in his own mechanism, which ho calls 
Or a e" ° #* which in him is innate. IIo can choose a rose 
touch 1 • ^  a teetotaller or a drunkard ; ho only has to
It js f 118 P^ent spring, and off he goes in any direction, 
and )eJr|',1,late for his power o f selection that both brandy 
power'0? ,la<l0 exist *n his time, or it w ojld  go  hard with his 

Of ot Selection
of orgaUrSe- ^ r' ^ a*,s arKu°d  that conscience is the result 
a Sood 'T ' 1011 atld c ’ rcumstances. Mr. McCann instanced 
8Urroun 1° iaract(,r being occasionally found among evil 
anfi claim''?8’ 1)0 should have gone a step further,
Comtnon f U,as a re8,llt them, it  is not at all an un- 
swim act that out of a boatload upset, one at least can 
find one r • Ie hand, it is by no means uncommon to 
School »  ln a viMa> attending church and Sunday- 
between u" 8  0ff the line> As an ‘ “ stance of antagonism 
hospital |Ut‘ lty and raorality, he gave a man endowing an 

Mr .(^oattse he knew it would 1»  applauded.
Mr. atts considered Christianity a selfish thing, but 

bann of course could not entertain such a proposi­

tion. So you may act as a Christian so as to secure the aid 
of God here, and an eternity of bliss hereafter; but to 
think of relieving the suffering because your fellows will 
approve it— that's flat blasphemy. It is quite true the idea 
of utility may not be present to the mind at the moment 
every action is performed, but the purpose and result may 
be judged without it. Mr. McCann instanced a watch as 
being neither moral nor immoral; but who said it was ? 
Ooe thing strikes us as being peculiar in his own mechanism 
— it has a conscience that tells which is best, brandy or 
lemonade, and a free will that can upset that by ordering 
whichever it likes. But even that would be inoperative in 
the absence of either alcohol or water. Then Mr. McCann 
contends we are “  partly ”  free. W e are free to do what 
we can do that we want to do, but not free to do what we 
want to do if we can't do it.

He contends that in speaking the truth and doing the 
right thing he is obeying the wish and will o f God, while 
Mr. Watts contends that he is only doing what is useful to 
himself and society— the first is an assertion, while the 
second can be tested by the beneficial effects upon men.

With regard to actions be preordained, as taught by 
Luther and others, Mr. McCann had long ago repudiated 
them, but Air. Watts offered to oblige him with a text or 
two out of the Bible confirming it, but he declined to accept 
the generous offer. With a free will to do as he likes, and 
a conscience always telling him what is right and wrong, it 
is not easy to see what Mr. McCann wants with a Bible at 
all. Mr. Watts settled the conscience question by an appeal 
to history, where the Protestant conscience dictated cruel 
persecution of the Catholic, after suffering similar persecu­
tion at the hands of his opponent. lie  thus exposed the 
glaring absurdity of man being held responsible for his 
opinions, and at the same time demonstrated the utter 
inutility of taking conscience as a test o f acts that are 
beneficial to society, seeing that its decisions are contra­
dictory. By such a test the acts o f every tyrant and 
fanatic that has cursed the world are pronounced moral 
and virtuous instead of atrocious and diabolical.

The same good temper and propriety of speech prevailed 
as on the former occasion, so that, if the truth has not been 
promoted, no one’s reputation has suffered in the contest. 
In the next debate Air. AIcCann has to prove that Christi­
anity is the true Secularism, and, if he should succeed, it 
is impossible to predict the consequences. Baskerville Hall 
may bo transformed into a cathedral and the chief into the 
Rev. C . Watts. C h a r l e s  C . C a t t e l l .

THE IIA IG II GREEN.
Not long ago, a poor boy went into a shop in Glasgow, 

which belonged to one o f the baillies. The boy having an 
interesting appearance, the baillio put some questions to 
him respecting his education and moral instruction. Upon 
these points ho found the boy very ignorant, as might be 
expected. The baillie also inquired how ho was employed 
on Sunday, and was told that he begged on the week days 
and played on the Sabbath day.

“  What 1”  says the baillie, “  is that the way you spend 
the Sabbath day f  Do you know, my lad, where all those 
go  that play on the Sabbath day ?”

“  Ay, sir," says the boy, “  they gang to the Haigh 
G reen!”

“  Do yez remember the talk about soigns and superstition* 
the other evedin’ , Mrs Flannegan ? ”  “ Oi do.” “ Have 
ycz thried the horseshoe y i t ? ”  “ Faix, an’ we have, 
ah’ it worruked at wonct. It hadn’ t been up two hours 
before it fell on Michael and broke open bis head. Now 
all ho has to do is to lie in bed an’ dhraw’s money from 
the lodge.

Uncle Billy recently developed interest in religious matters, 
and it was observed with surprise by several boat-owners 
that he was no longer willing to take a hand at the work 
offered him. One of the men said, “  I ’m sorry that 
you won’t work any more.”  “  'Deed, sah, I is puffiekly 
willin’ to wuk ; but I kain’t wuk in yoh boat.”  “ Why 
not ? ”  “  Kase she’s a two-master.”  “  Why, that's no
reason at all.”  “  Massa, ef you wants to ’peril yer own 
soul, ’tain’ none ob my business; but de Good Book says 
plain as day dat no man kain’t sarbe two masters.”

Two parsons, one massive in build and the other diminu­
tive, were out in a boat in a storm. Prayer was proposed, 
but the skipper sung out, “  The little ’un may pray, but the 
big ’ un will have to pull.”
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SU N D A Y  M EETIN G S.
[Notieet of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station'): 8.15, 

free entertainment and dance. Tuesday at 8, social gathering. 
Wednesday at 8, dramatic class (few members wanted).

Bethnal Green — Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Rom an-road: 6, 
tea (6d .); 7.30, music ; 8, H. V icing w ill lecture: 9.45, free con­
cert and dance.

Camberwell— 81 New Church-road, 8 .E .: 7.30, B. Hyatt, “ Some 
Bible Stories Astronomically Explained” ; preceded by recital, 
Julius Caesar.

East L >ndon— Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 M ile End-road: 8, 
W . C. Lyons will lecture.

Hal) nf Science, 142 Old-street, E .C .: 7.30, G. W . Foote, “ Is 
Unbelief a Sin ?”

West Ham— Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow : 7.30, S. H. 
Alison will lecture.

West London— “ Duke of Tnrk,” Kensington-p’ace, Netting  
H ill: 9, half-yearly general meeting, urgent business.

L E C T U R E R S’ E N G A G E M E N TS.
T ouzeau Parris, 28 Rivercourt-road, Hammersmith, London,

W ._J u n e  19, Liverpool.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, W oolwich.— June 12, m., Wood Green, 
a., Finsbury Park; 19, in., Battersea; a., K ilburn; 26, m., Cam­
berwell.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W.— 
June to Sept., all mornings booked.

A rthur B. iloss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E' 
— June 12, Clerkenwell; 19, m., Hornsey. July 3, m „ Camber­
w ell; lo, Clerkenwell; 17, m., W estm inster; 24 to 31, Annual 
Tour. Aug. 7, Camberwell; 14, Southampton; 21, Westminster.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, . ommercial-road, E .— June 
12, m. and a., Victoria Park; e., Edm onton; 19, m., Mile End. 
a., Regent’s Park; e., Ed nonton; 26, in., Battersea; a., Victoria 
Park; e., Walthamstow.

Sam Standring, 106 Oxford-road, A ll Saints’ Manchester.— 
June 12, Rochdale; 19, Munches.er; 26, Chester. Mondays, Man­
chester; Thursdays, Penolebury.

Opbn-air Propaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, W . Heaford, “ Free W ill and 

Necessity ”  ; 7, W  J. Ramsey, “  W hat must I do to be Saved P”  
Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11,15, J. Rowney 

will lecture.
Camberwell— Station-road : 11.30, B . Hyatt, «  W h at Think ye 

of Christ ?”
Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, A . B. Moss, “ Christianity and 

Progress ” ; monthly meeting after the lecture.
Columbia-road (near Columbia Market), Hackney-road; 11.15, 

C. J. 8teinberg will lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. Cohen will lecture. 
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, Mr. St. John, 

“ Evolution and D esign” ; 3.30, H. Snell, “ Is there a Moral 
Governor of the Universe ?”

Hammersmith (corner of The Grove); Thursday at 8, a lecture. 
Hammersmith-bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, W . Heaford, 

“  Secularism Superior to Chi istianity.’ ’
Hyde Park (near M arble-arch): 11.30, C. J. Hunt, “ Salvation.” 
Kilburn— Sali»bury-road (near Queen’s Park Station): 6.30, 

C. J. Hunt, “  Christianity and Science.”
Kin jsland Green (near Ball’s Ponu-road): 11.3b, Stanley Jones, 

“  Creation.”
Lambeth— New Cut (near Victoria H all): 11.30, E. Calvert, 

“ Miracles and Prophecy as Tests of I ruth."
Leyton (open space near Vicarage-road, High-road): 11.30, H. 

Courtney, “ The Apostles’ Creed.”
Midland Arches (nea Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, a lecture. 
Mile End W aste: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Forty Days’ 

Fast ”
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Mahomet and his Heaven.” 
Plaistow Green : 11.30, J. Fagan, “ The Apostles’ Creed.”  
Regent’s Park (near Gloucester.gate): 3.30, a lecture.
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, b. II. Alison will 

ecture ; 3.15, C. Cohen will lecture.
W altham stow— Markhouse Common: 6.30, T. Thurlow will 

lecture.
Wood Green— Jolly Butcliers-hill: 11.30, II. Snell, “ Is there a 

Moral Governor of tiie Universe ?”
C O U N TR Y.

Birm ingham — Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cam bridge-street,: 
Mrs. Annie Besant, l i ,  “ Mesmerism, Hypnoti-m , and Modern 
Psychology ” ; 3, “  The Evidence for Re-incarnation ’ ’ ; 7, “  Cruci­
fied Huviors.”

Bristol -  Shepherd's Hall, Old Market-street: 12, business; 7, 
Mr. Chapman, B .A ., “  Evolution.”

Heckmondwike— Mr. John Rothera’s Bottoms : 2.30, a meeting, 
Delegate’s Report.

Liverpool —  Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street : 11, Tontine
Society, 7, Mr. Rhodes, « Clarke Ru*sel), the Sailor’s Novelist.”  

Manchester N. ri. S., Secular Hall, Rusholine.roud, Oxford-road, 
A ll Saints': 6.30, Harry Smith “ Poverty: its Causes, and how 
to Prevent it ”  (free). Monday at 8, Sam Standring, “  i hc,Torture 
Exhibition and its Lessons” (free).

Newcastle-on.Tyne— Eldon Hall, 2 Ciayton-st.reet: 3, fortnightly 
financial m eeting; 7, II. Keppel, “ Spiritualism.”

Nottingham — Secular Hall, neck-street: 7, Conference Report. 
Plym outh— 100 Unlon-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Welliugton-street, Southsea; 

7, Mr. Pinhornp, “  Technical Education.”
Rochdale— Secular Hall, Miikstone-road: 6.30, Sam Standring,

“  W h y we are Secularists.”
Sheffield— Sanger’s Circus, Tinstone-street: Charles W atts, 11, 

“ Christ: lus Birth, Death, and Resurrection " ;  3, “ The Coming 
Social Revolution ’’ ; 7.30, “ W hat Christians have to Defend” ; 
tea in Hall of Science at 5 (6d.)

South Shields— Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, K ing-street: 
7, annual meeting, election of offio, rs.

O pen-air Propaganda.
Manchester —  Stephenson-square; 3, Harry Sm ith, “ Modern 

Christianity : what is it
Nottingham— Sneinton M arket: 11, J. Hooper, “ Seculaiists 

Duty at the Coming Election.”
Rochdale— Town Hall-square: 2.30, Sam Standring, “ Bible 

Poison.”

POSITIVISM .
“ Reorganisation, without G d or King, by the Systematic 

Worship of Humanity.”  Newcastle-on-Tyne, Church of Humanity, 
8t. Mary’g-piace. Service and addresses on Positivism every 
Sunday evening at seven. A ll seats free.

C. J. steinbero, 103 Mile End-road, E.— June 12, m., Columbia 
road; 19 m., Lam beth; 26, m , Victoria Park. July 10, ®i 
Columbia-road; 17, in., Lam beth; 24, m ., Bethnal Green; 3k 
a., Finsbury Park.

S. H. A lison, 52 Chant-street, Stratford, E .— June and July. 
mornings booked; June 12, e., W est Ham. Aug. 7, m . and «•> 
Chatham : 14, m ., Bethnal Gre n ; e., W altham stow ; 21, 01,1 
Victoria Park ; 28, m., W ood Green.

•James Hooper, 11 Upper Eldon-street, Sneinton, Nottingham ''' 
June 12, Nottingham : 19, Manchester. July 3, Manchester; 1“ 
Gri msby.

T. T hurlow, 34 Wetherell-road, South Hackney. —  June 1®> 
July 3, Aug. 14, Sept. 11, mornings, Kingsland Green; May 29' 
e., June 12, e., and June 26, m., Walthamstow.

Stanlet J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. June lk 
m., Kingsbind Green; 19, e., Battersea July 17, m, Kings!»0“ 
Gre n. Aug. 7, e., Hammersmith ; 28, m., Lambeth ->

N O W  READY.
NEW SPRING and SUMMER PATTERNS in SUITING^ 

TROUSERINGS, and LADIES’ DRESS MATERIALS.
All at a Reasonable Price. Satisfaction Guaruute®0’

Terms Cash. Terms Cash.

S PEC IAL  " L IN E S .
Light Fawn Beige, 21 inches wide, 8d. per yard. _ .
Light Fawn Cashmere, 14 inches wide, 9d. per yard (slight 

imperfect). .
Light Cardinal Cashmere,44 inches wido, 9d. poryard (slight 

imperfect). ,
Black and Navy Serges, for drcssoB, 42 inches, Is. 4d., 16- aa‘ 

and Is. 8d. per yard.
Tweed Suit Lengths, 12s. each.
Tweed Trousers Lengths, 5s. Gd. each.
Black Sergo Suit Lengths, 12s. Gd. each.
Beautiful Black Figured Capo Cloth, all wool, 50 inches

3s. 3d. per yard. _ j i
I will send patterns of any of the abovo lots on receipt 

stamped addressed cnvclopo.

J. W. GOTT, 36 VILLIERS ST., BRADFORD;
INGERSOLL, ROBERT G.

Some Mistakes o f Moses. Tho only complete edition 
in England. Accurato as Colonso, and fascinating 
as a novel. 132pp.

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 
Defence o f Freetliought. A five hours’ speech at tho 

Trial of C. It. Reynolds for Blasphemy ...
Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M. Wheeler
Romo or Reason? A Reply to Cardinal Manning
Crimes against Criminals
Oration on W alt Whitman
Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paine
True Religion
The Three Philanthropists
Love the Redeemer ... ...
W hy am I an A gnostic? Parts I. and II., oocli 
Faith and Fact. Reply to Rov. Dr. Field ...
God and Man. Second Kopiy to Dr. Field ...
The Dying Creed...
Creeds and Spirituality ...
The Limits of Toleration. A Discussion with tho 

Hon. F. I). Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford 
A rt and M orality ... ...
Do I Blaspheme?
The Clergy and Common Sense ..
Social Salvation ...
Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s View
The Great Mistake
Live Topics ... . ...
Myth and Miracle ...
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LIST OF BOOKS
-  SOLD BY

w. H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike o f a Sex-; or, W om an on Strike against the Male 
bex for her “ Magna Charter,” the absolute ownership of her 
° 'vn person. One of the most advanced books ever published: 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 

ip, the soxes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.
■theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Besant.

Post free 2d.
exnal Physiology for the Y oung; or, Science in Story. 

By Dr. Foote. zSJpp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post free 
2s 3d.

•*-he Elements o f Social Science. The most complete work 
°n sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 

Th ai UU' -Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d. 
he Radical Remedy in Social Science ; or Borning Better 

■babes throu h Eegulating iteproduction by Controlling Con- 
a cePtion. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Ter.p?pUi atio n ; a Lecture delivered for the Sunday Lecture 
Society, under the title “ The Law of Population: its Mean- 

pi .m? and Menace.” By John M. Robertson. Post free 2Jd. 
ain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Poote, M .D. ( u .s.a .) em - 

wacing medical common sense. 909pp., w ith  200 illustrations. 
K )0!iTP TS: The Cause. Prevention and Onre of Disease—The Food we 
vt.1 loo. Liquids we Drink—The Atmosphere we Live in—The Clothes ws 

»« -H a d  Habits of Children and Youth—Sad Habits of Mashood and 
u, .pmanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to have Healthy Babies—Private 

“ fils to Men—History of Marriage, etc.
. -Hi-- book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 

readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
Y °  parent should be without this book. Useful for every- 

Dr inference. Post free 6s.
• Foote’s Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 

l be utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp., 
Th p?It. free Id.

e 1"  ife’s Handbook : IIow a W om an should order herself 
curing Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Boom, and after D elivery; 
"d h  Uints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
Matters of importance necess iry to be known by Married 

U onien. By Dr. II. A . Allbutt. Post free, 8d.
n ^ afriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 

—  tUe Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2Jd.

The Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William Lant Carpenter, B .A ., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings o f T. R. Malthus, by 0. R . D rys- 

daie, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post froe 2d. 
A  splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed 
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

•Married L ife—Comfort or Misery ? A dialogue and splendid
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai- 
thusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowden.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

*W hat do we Women W ant? By Jane Hume Clapperton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it ? By Geo. Stand­
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The R ight to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By 0. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post free lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to the ltight Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of the Christian Religion, Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Scientific
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty. The 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd . 

Malthusian Leaflets— A packet w ill bo sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A complete List of Malihusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.
tfdj1"  To those willing to assist our propaganda I  shall be pleased to 
send eighty copies of either of the pamphlets marked (»), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of Ss.

Works by G. W. Foote.

> God

- -  oury
Coleridge.

The Biblo God -• . -  ”
Letter« to Jesus Chnst..- u 
Philosophy of Secular ism 
Atheism and Morality

The Grand Old Book •••
A Reply to the Grand 
Old Man. An Exhaus­
tive Answer to the Kight 
Hon. W. E. Gladstones 
Impregnable Itock 0/ Holy 
Scripture.
-Bound in clot7i ••• * 

Is Socialism Sound ? --• 1
Pour Nights' public De­
bate with Annie Besant. 
■Bound in cloth ••■ - 

Christianity & Secularism 1 
Pour nights’ Public De­
bate with the Rev. Dr. 
James McCann.
Round in  cloth 

Darwin on God ...
Bound in cloth 

Reminiscences of Charles 
Bradlaugh ...

Ihftdid Death-Beds 
Round in cloth 

Letters to tho Clergy ••• 
Defence of l*'rco Speech 

Three Hours’ Addre < to 
Uie Jury before Lord

1 0; Christianity and Progress 0 2
Rep y to Mr. Gladstone.

Mrs. Besant’d Theosophy 0 2 
I A Candid Criticism. 

Secularism & Theosophy 0 2
Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant.

I Tho New Cagliostro ... 0 2 
1 b Open Letter to Madame
1 0 Blavalsky.

Tho Folly of Prayor ... 0 2 
Tho Impossible Creed ... 0 2 

0 ■ Open Letter to Bishop 
0 j Magee on the Sermon on 

I the Mount.
! Salvation Syrnp, or Light

on Darkest England ... 0 2 
b A Reply toGeneral B oth
(1 What, Was OliriHt? . . . 0  2
0 A Reply to J. 8. Mill.

! Tho Shadowof tho Sword 0 2
0 j A Moral and Statislical
8 Enay <m War.
;t Royal P au p ers .................0 2
0 The'Dying Atheist ... 0 1
4 Was Jesus Insane P ... 0 1

1 Is tho Bible Inspired?... 0 1
A Criticism of hu.v Mundi. 

Bible Romances (revised) 0 1
2 double numbers ... 0 2 
■1 Biblo Heroes (1st, series) 1 0
3 1 Bible Heroes (2nd series) 1 0
2 Both complete, in cloth 2 0

The Jew
FR EETH O U G H T p u b l i c a t i o n s .

- -  ish Life o f  Christ. Being tho Ssphtr Tohhdh.Jeshn
or Book ot the Generation of J< --as. With an Historical P.clan,; an 
J-OltUnlnom by G. f f .  Foote sod J. H. W h e e le r . Pan

P»;—>verV*d- Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound
times o f Christianity. Voi. 1. l lu n d ii .U  et

encog to Standard Authorities. Mo pains snared to
I’lctc, trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment
Chautkiis:— 1, Christ to Cc.nstantine; 2, Const inti
*j Monkery ; 1 Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious I  rauds, 6, Rise of 
I  apacy ; J, Crimes of tho Popes ; 8, Persecution of tho Jc 

Tr, .Rrusaaes. Cloth gill, 216pp., 2«. fld.
M ilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.

>tb, ls.Cd 
exact Refer 

make it a com 
of Christianity 

to liypatia 
of til
9, Th

The Church o f England Catechism Examined. By Jeremy
Benthain. A  trenchant analysis, in Bentham’s best manner, showing 
how the Catechism is calculated to make children hypocrites or fools, 
if not worse. With a Biographical Preface by J. ML. Wheeler, la. 

Free W ill and Necessity. A Philos »phical Inquiry concern­
ing Human Liberty. By Anthony Collins. First published in 1715. 
Now reprinted with Preface and Annotions by G. W. Foote, and a 
Biographical Introduction. Paper covers, I s .; superior edition, on 
superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

Tho Essence o f Religion. Gml the Imago of Man, Man’s
Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion. By 
Ludwig Feuerbach. Is.

Pagan M ythology, or the Wisdom o f the Ancients. By
Lord Bacon. Is.

The M ortality o f tho Soul. By David Ilumo. With an
Introduction by G. W . Foote. This essay was first published after 
llume’s death. It is not included in the ordinary editions of the 
Essays. Professor Huxley calls i t ‘‘ A remarkable essay” and “ a 
model of clear and vigorous statement.” 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against Froe Will and
in favor of Moral Causation. By David Umne. Id.

A  Refutation o f Deism. In a Dialogue. By Percy Byssho 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W . Foote. 4d.

Darwin Mado Easy. By l)r. E. B. Avoling, Follow of tho
London University. This la the bust popular exposition of Darwin 
extant. Cloth, Is.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman (Atheist
brother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by Ocorgo 
Jacob liolyoako and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler. Is. 6d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
By G. W . Foote and W . P. Ball. Complete, paper covers, Is. 4d. 
Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2«. Also in 
parts :m follows—

1. BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. The Contradictions are printed
in parallel columns. 4d.

2. BIBLE ABSURDITIES. All the chief Absurdities from Genesis
to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with appro­
priate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a sen­
tence. 4d.

3. BIBLE ATROCITIES. Containing all the godly wickedness from
Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for
easy reference. 4d.

4. BIBLE JMMORALITIES, INDECENCIES, OBSCENITIES,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

Biogr.iphical Dictionary o f Freethinkers of all Ages and
Nation». By J M. Wheeler. Handsomely hound in cloth, 7». fid. 

Tho Code o f  Nature. By Diderot and D'llnlbach. 2d.
The Ago o f Reason. By Thomas Pain.-. No.v edition, with 

l ’rcfacu by G. W. Foote. 1».
Miscellaneous Theological Works. B y Thomas I’ .iino. Is. 
Thomas Paine’s Complete Theological Works. Cloth, 2s. od. 
Rights o f Mdui. By Thomas l’ aino. With a Political Bio­

graphy by J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers, I s .; bound in cloth, 2».
R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER ST., LcNDON, E.C.

A
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LOND ON DEPOT FOR
CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION.
Kvery Article sold here Produced in Co-operative 
Workshops under conditions where Workers share 
Profits and Management.

“ I agree that labor which labors for itself as well 
as laboring for another, is better labor . . . .  and 
should be encouraged in every field of labor.”— 
Charles BradUugh, speech in House of Commons, 
April 22nd, 1890.

Before purchasing elsewhere, try goods produced 
under improved industrial methods, and effect a 
saving by getting reliable articles.

We have our New Season's Stock of SCOTCH 
TWEEDS & WOOLLEN CLOTHS to select from, and 
our Tailoring Department gives every satisfaction. 

The Jirt ef goods in stock includes—
Boots and Shoes o f  all kinds, hand and machine 

made; Hosiery and Shirts, Thibet Fancy and 
Cotton Skirting and Skirts. Ladies' Costumes, 
Cloths, Harris Tweeds, Wool Cloakings, Shawls, 
Scarfs, Flannelettes; Watches, Cutlery, Needles, 
Cabinet-making, Bass Brooms, Seeds, Nutritial 
Cocoa, etc.

Call or write for prices and patterns.
36 HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY, W.O. 

___________ (Near British Museum)._____________
M ANCHESTER

FR EETH OU GH T PUBLISHING DEPOT,
106 OXFORD ROAD, ALL SAINTS.

Hemingway and W illock are prepared 
to deliver Freethought Papers and all 
kinds of Literature to order. Colonel 
Ingersoll’s works, assorted package of 12 
pamphlets, post free, One Shilling. Just 
published, Sam Standring’s popular lec­
ture, “  Christ on the Labor Question,” 
Id. each ; 9d. per dozen.

HENRY A. ROGERS,
G E N E R A L  H O U SE  F U R N IS H E R , 

Glass, China and Earthenware Dealer, 
45a FOLEY S T R E E T

AND
138 WESTMINSTER RD., Liverpool.

Stocks Purchased for Cash to any amount.

200 WRINGING MACHINES
To be 8old Cheap. A ll Prices.

We recommend our “ Standard’ * Machine, noted 
for strength of frame, thickness and durability of 
rollers. The best machine in the market. Rollers 
24in by 6in. Lignum Vita* (bottom). Reduced to 
£\2 12s. fid. Usually sold at £3 12« fid.

SPECIAL OFFER to READERS of this Paper.— 
I will send one Carriage Free to any address In the 
United Kingdom

SPECIAL OFFER to N. S. S. Branch Becretarie* 
and Treasurers. -I will allow to Branch Secretaries 
and Treapurers, or to any two persons whom they 
may nominate, a discount of 7s. 6d. off one machine 
each. I will also allow a discount of 5s. to all whom 
they may certify as widows or persons in poor cir­
cumstances.

M USIC STOOLS,8s. lid ., 10s. 6d.and 13*.6d. 
Carriage free. Less than wholesale prices. 

Pirate tend P.O.O., with correct name and addrett.

C U R T A I N  S A T I S F A C T I O N .  
NUMEROUS TESTIMONIALS.

Mr. Chan. Doeg, Sec. Liverpool Branch N. S. S., 0 
Crowwell-terraco, Garden-lane, Liverpool, will be 
pleated to answer any inquiries as to the bona fides 
o f the above advertisement.

OUR SPECIALITIES.
t h o u s a n d s  o f  t e s t i m o n i a l s . 
G ents’ I rish (Jambric H andkerchiefs, 3s. 6d. 
per dozen; Ladies, 2s. 6 d .; Hemstiiched 
Lawn, 8s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money 
returned if not approved. Table and Red 

Linen at Wholesale Prices. 
GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,

VI BLANSHAKD STREET, MANCHESTER.

Every Freethinker shouhl read
.“ The Bible and Evolution."

kiy A rthur  U M o m .
Cheap Edition. ONE SHILLING.

As Interesting as a well-told tale. The “ Free­
thinker”  says : “  'J he matter In good and the style 
Is bright. The reader is carried along on an essy 
flowings.ream of science, history, ethics and common 
sense.” The late Charles Bradlaugh, Mr. Charles 
Watts and other leading Freethinkers spoke well of 
it. In the prers, by same author, “  Christianity and 
Evolution Forder, Btonecutter-street; Watts and 
Co., 17 Johnson’ s.court.__________________________
CTREE THINKERS visiting Hastings, requiring 

cheap and comfortable Apartments, Lhoult call 
on Mrs. Edward Cruttennen, 12 Ruisell-itreet, 
Hastings. Close to sea and rail,________________ _
m o  FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

requiring Superior Cut Garments at moderate
Srices. First-class Style and Fit Guaranteed.— 

'. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castle street, W. 
Three doors from Regent Street, [Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers ]

INVOICES or Memo Forms, 8 by 6 ins., 
good ruled paper, nicely printed, sent 

P^d for 6s. fid. Cash with order. Business 
Cards 6s. per 1000. K. Sunderland, Printer, Ham- 
merion-street, Bradford. Trade Society House.

1000

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I. For Postal 

Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarlsnism; Tobacco ; The Drink 
Question; Fiuit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black­
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds ; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms; TapeWorms; The Itch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. II. O f the Author, 

f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on : The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Bint* for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Meaale*, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, 
etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . III. Post f r e e  from  

Author, f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains articles on: Health and Wealth; No 

More Death ; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, and 
How to Get I t ; The Management of Young Children; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc. 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fiuit, to Judge 
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath > Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I  Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Vein*, Boil* ana Carbuncles, Sabaceou* 
Tumors or Wen*, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chil­
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

“  Hygienie Medicine. For Postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eye Opener to Drug Takers.

Rheumatism.” —Its Cause and Cure. I'ost Ftee 
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
“  Consumption.” —Its Natural Cure. Po*t Free 7d. 
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Men.” —13 stamps.

All tho above can be got from
Dr. T. K. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish  P lace, 

M anchester Squ are , L ondon, W.
Please mention this paper.]

QTANTON, the People * Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo- 
^  eite Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 
2b. fid. each, upper or lower *et, £1. Be*t quality, 4*. 
eaeh, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hour» 
whtu required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
I i you pay moro tbxn the abovo they are fancy 
charge*. Teeth on platixum 7s. 6<1. each, on 18c. 
gold lös, »tooping 2s. 6d., extraction 1»., painic** by 
gas, 5*.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
S hould ba in the hand* of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their fam ily according to 
their mean*, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. i l .  A . A i.lbutt and others; and 
valuable information on matters of import­
ance necessary to he known by Married 
Women.

A  copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC &  HYGIENIC DEPT.)

60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

W. J. Rendells
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in “ Law of Popula. 
tlon,”  page 82, and Dr. Allbntt in “  Wif*’* Hand­
book,”  page 61. Made eololy by J. Pui.lkn, 15 Chad- 
well-strect, Clerkenwell t 2». do*., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars snnd stumped 
envelope. Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and 
Reverse Current, 8s. 6d., 4s. 6d. and 6s. fid. Dr. 
Palfrey's Powder, 1*. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’ s Quinine Powders, 8s. doz. All price* 
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwcll Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the" Angel.”

I ’HB

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per dor,., porfìree.

For Jnrthsr Particular, .and itampad direcUJ 
aanlopa to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
• IflUNOXON, LONDON. K ,

O U GH T WOMEN TO BE PUNISHED FOB 
U  HAVING TOO MANY CHILDREN t Four- 
pence, poatfree. G. W. F. Kingfisher, Leeds.

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY
(LIMITED). .

(Incorporated under 39 and 40 Vic., cap. 45, Act 1
Chairman:

G. \V. F oote, 14 Clerkenwell-green, 
London, E.C.

Directors: . 1
George A nderson, 35a Great George-stree, 

Westminster, S .W .
W . Cooper, 112 Canonbury-road, N.
G. J. Holyoake, Eastern Lodge, Brighton. 
W . H . R eynolds, Campliu Huuse, Ne 

Cross, S.E.
E . O. Smith, 81 Ridge-road, Hornsey, N,
T. P. Smith, 275 City-road, E.C. _
G. Standring, 7 and 9 Eiosbury.street, E.b‘ 

lion. Secretary:
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.0> 

Registered Office : ^ „
H all op Science, 142 Old-street, London, h 1"

The Shares are £1 each, payable as follow«:—2s' L 
on application. 2s. Gd. on allotment, and in 
sequent calls of 2s. 6d. as may be found necesss )• 
with two months* notice for each call.

General Object. -
The Rociety, according to its Rules, has full P0*® 

for the most extensive operations that may be P 
sible in the future for the erection and mainten*D 
of Secular Halls in London and in the Province«* 

One of the Society’ s Rules secures that no m0B*  ̂
shall be eligible as a Director unless he is a memDC 
of the National Secular Society.

I mmkdiatk Object.
The purchase of the Hall of Science, 142 Old'?“  | 

London. E.O., and the conversion of the sam»inl 
first-class Secular Hall and Institute.

W rite to the Secretary for 
Application Forms.

FRESH SUPPLY.

FREETHINKER" TRACTS
6djper hundred. Post free 7d.

One Thousand Carriage Free. 
Salvation by Faith (Ingcreoll) 
Death o f Adam (Nelson)
Bible Blunders (Foote)
Bible and Teetotalism (Wheeler) 
Bible Harmony (Holy Ghost) 
W hich is the Sare Side ? (Foote) 
Voltaire’s Death-Bed 
The Parson’s Creed (verso). 
Prophecy Tested (Ball) 
Christianity & the Fam ily (Inger®0 
Thomas Paine’s Death-Bed 
Shelley’s Religion 
J. S. M ill on Christianity 
A Golden Opportunity (facetious) 
Darwin’s Religious Views 
Atheists and Atheism 
Good Friday at Jerusalem 
Parsons on “  Smut * (Footo)
Mrs. F.ve (Foote) ,
New Testament Forgeries

New W orks and New Editions V  
Charles C. Cattell. ..

“ Man of the I’ast,”  Gd.; “  Against Old 
tianity,”  Gd.; “ Religion of this 
“ Second Coming of Jesus,”  2d .; “ 0. Jjr . 
laugh,” Id.| Collected Essays and Lectu flji 
Is.; ‘'Thoughts for Thinking, fr0I?nhii- 
Ages,”  Is. London: W atts and • o., ~n-tei  
son’s-court. (A n  early application so*1«  
by the Author.) ___

rn o  MARRIED PEOPLE.—An enlarged I '1“
List of Malthusian Appliances will be *“ ' ¿ 0» .'' 

by return of post on receipt of 2d. In
"  M m  Ml Pi

1.
2.
3.
4. 
6. 
6.
7.8. 
8.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15. 
10.
17.
18.
19.20.

Leeds.Address, Datum, Chemist, 101 Park-Jano.THE ESSENCEOF RELIGION
GOD TnE  IMAGE OF MAN „g- 

MAN’S DEPENDENCE UPON 
THE LAST AND ONLY SOURUL ”  

RELIGION.
By LUDWIG FEUERBACH*

“  No one has demonstrated Rr"j,ex Ĵi OtÀ 
the purely human origin of the hi 
belter than Ludwig Feuerbach.1' *

“ I confess that to Feuerbach 
iebt of inestimable gratitude. - Hllu

~,u lV r '

n _ K*V*and disclosed to me the way. ^
___t-----

Printed and Published by G. W-
28 Stooecutter-gtreet, London, »

Feuerbach I
. a flU

about in uncertainty for the grout1 * 
finding every where shifting sano», 
bacii east a sodden blaze in the 1 

the way.


