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THE NEW  ECLECTIC CHRISTIANITY.

T h e r e  is a “  N ew  S chool ”  o f  C hristianity w hich  has 
many preachers and w hich ou gh t to  b e  taken into 
account. W h eth er  true or not, it  m ust he a llow ed to 
he— if  n ot a m itigated  form  o f  superstition— a m iti 
gated form  o f Christianity. T h ose  w ho have com ­
plained o f  the in jurious nature o f  o rth od ox  tenets 
[oust adm it that the new  theory  o f  C hristianity is 
better than the o ld  in  its influence upon character and 
society. T he new  teach ing is founded  upon the 
principle w hich  Secularists have all a lon g  m aintained 

that o f  eclecticism .
The new Christianity is less candid or less bold 

th a n  Secularism ; for Secularism takes ethical prin- 
°iples where it finds them, and disowns and rejects 
the errors with which they have been associated. 
■New Christianity takes the better principles and says 
iiothing about those that contradict it, which, if 
believed, would render nugatory what it selects.

By request o f  one w ho had read w ith  m uch interest 
the story o f  D avid  Grieve b y  M rs. H um phrey W a rd , 
f  looked in to  that w ork — not read in g  it carefu lly , it  
being on the w hole do le fu l, as there is en ough  o f 
that in real life  w ithout seek in g  it  in  fiction . B ut 
fa d in g  the b o o k  cursorily , one cou ld  n ot bu t discern 
its superiority to Robert Elsmcrc. In the facu lty  o f  
4,®'bQeating  character and ev o lv in g  incidents D avid  
g rieve  show s a new  pow er in  the authoress. In  
Llsinere the crucifix  was to b e  the instrum ent o f  c o n ­
c i s i o n ,  w hich  cou ld  on ly  influence those w ho had 
bolings w ithout th o u g h t ; for all w ho reflect w hat the 

crRcifix m eans as the in dex  o f the character o f  D eity , 
bo chose it  as a means o f  atonem ent, the crucifix  is 

a dreadful and repellant sym bol.
David Qrievo is n ob ler and subtler in  its argum ents 
aQ E lsm crc, and the spirit o f  the b ook  is a fine 

Xatnple o f the now  toleration . T ho authoress is 
e itber unfair nor im putative, bu t retains a respectful 

®.eutrality to heretics, and it is on ly by  im plication  
_at they are assailed. Thn hero has read w ritings 

th ‘ ^ o ly o a k e  and B rad lau gh .”  I t  is not said that 
°y  d id  him any harm, nor is  it  said they d id  him 
y g ood . B ut since G rieve lacked  sustain ing ethical 

P Wer, whon tho crisis in his character cam e, it  is to 
th* !n êrr,od that those w riters d id  n ot supply  to him 
c  a . rectify in g  elom ont needfu l to him . N either d id  
l a t ^ H f ^ y  8uPP'y it  to  D eem in g  nor to  W o o d —  
in i6 7  aan8 ed at L ew es for an atrocious m urder, w hoso 

Was saturated w ith  “ H oliness to tho L ord .“  
Drft8' ard does not see that the nob lest w ritings or 

a . n g s  d o  n° t  alw ays influence the bad. 
the f  1n Do^ <dear that M rs. W ard  is  a F abian , bu t in 
bhiln° ° 7 it>S Passag 0 ®ho g iv e 8 the theory  o f  that new  
“  Dav^F • deferred  redress and T ory  m astership, 
ideal ' tr?ed to exp la in  to  hor tho com m on  S ocia list 
^hen  1?i Ej mP '°  torm s— tho hope o f a m illennium , 
by  th q th 0 instrum ents o f  p rod u ction  shall be  ow ned 
b y  lal &tato'  and wlien the surplus p rofit produ ced  
■Work D° r’  .OVOr and a b ov o  tho m aintenance o f  the 
nor nd th.° Beneral cost o f  p rod u ction , w ill g o , 

the capita list, tho in d iv idua l rich  man, bu t to
No. £67.]

the whole community of workers; when everybody 
will be made to work, and as little advantage as 
possible will be allowed to one worker above another.”

Grieve, in many respects, is a grievous young man, 
but there seems nothing very dangerous in his con­
ception of the millennium, which is thus g iv en :—  
“  David Grieve read with a sense o f superior scorn 
and o f wild sympathy for a world in which love and 
not law, and truth and not legal fiction, were masters 
of human relation.”

One of the characters give Grieve a little private 
information. The speaker says : “  At least so long 
as you are not a Christian you wont know what we 
mean by it— what the Bible means by it. It ’s one little 
word, Davy— sin.”  I f David was only half as intel­
ligent as he is represented, he must have known this 
well. Christianity and the Bible always means that 
errors o f opinion or of conduct is a crime against G od ; 
whereas in ethics all crime is against man; and not 
a crime then unless the act or error is conscious and 
intentional. There is no “  sin ”  either against God 
or man when error o f idea or error of action arises in 
ignorance or unwitting misconception. Christianity 
does great moral harm to men, by representing their 
errors as “  sins ”  against heaven instead o f being 
sins against humanity. Of the views of heaven we 
have no human moasuro. Of tho interest ot humanity 
we have.

Mrs. Ward, on her part, speaks of vegetarianism 
“  without understanding it.”  She speaks o f it 
in repelling terms, which she has a right to 
do if  she does not like i t ; but she makes re­
marks which would be disownod by those who 
do understand it ;  and her words would deter 
an inquirer from investigating it. In theology a 
writer speaks with tho pomp of infallibility, but you 
cannot do this in affairs purely human, which shows 
that theology is in itself a mental evil. Mrs. Ward’s 
genius is best shown in her socular sympathies, 
which happily aro not ovor-shadowod by hor creed, 
which exfercises apervorting influence whenever she 
attempts to explain the causes of action. The litera­
ture of social Secularism has no finer passage than 
the following, in which she depicts Grieve as an 
employer who reasons from consideration pertaining 
to this world. Grieve says: “  My plan is copied from 
tho ‘  Maison Leclairo/ but I have worked a good 
deal o f my own into it. Our English experience o f 
this form of industrial partnership has been on the 
whole unfavorable, but, after a period o f lassitude, 
experiments aro beginning to revive. I  retain 
adequate superintendence wages, a bonus on these 
calculated in the same way as that of the men, a 
fixed percentage on tho capital already employed in 
the business and a nominal thirty per cent, o f tho 
profits. Hereupon David Grieve is asked, “  Do you 
think working men better than other people that you 
are so much more interested in them ?”  To which he 
makes the following admirable reply. “  Oh dear no, 
they have their own crying faults and follies. But 
so many of them lack the first elementary conditions 
which make tho better life possible—-that is what
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trys at one’s heart and fills one’ s ¡mind. How can 
we— we who have gained for ourselves health and 
comfort and knowledge— how can we stand by 
patiently and see our brother diseased and miserable 
and ignorant? How can we bear our luxuries so 
long as a child is growing up in savagery whom we 
might have taught, or a man is poisoning himself 
with drink whom we might have saved ; or a woman 
is dropping from sorrow and overwork, whom we 
might have cherished and helped ? W e are not our 
own, we are parts of the whole. Generations of 
workers have toiled for us in the past. And are we, 
in return, to carry our wretched bone off to our own 
miserable corner— sharing and giving nothing ? W oe 
to us if we do! Upon such comes indeed the 
‘ second death.’ ”

“ W e are not our own ; we are parts of the whole,”  
is a doctrine on which Robert Owen built his whole 
system. George Sand she speaks of as an enem y; 
yet in power, passion, and love of mankind; in 
strength and wish to serve it, there is no comparison 
between George Sand and Mrs. Humphrey Ward. 
Mrs. Ward writes as though she regarded art as im­
morality, which shows how Christianity can pervert 
a fine intelligence. She takes the reader to Paris, 
and cites the terror of marriage which comos into a 
young woman’s mind at the sight of a mother 
dragging her children about, whom she cannot feed, 
nor clothe, nor educate. Such a sight may well 
beget repugnance to that lot. Mrs. Ward treats 
devotion to art as a source of sin. W hy is devotion 
to art— for which you incur privation for excellence—  
less noble than devotion to Christianity ? Art fills 
life with grace and brightness— orthodoxy with dis­
tortion and terror. Both may be vicious if divorced 
from morality.

The defect of the now Christian eclecticism is, you 
cannot trust it. It is always falling back on puro 
Christian contempt. Paine is described as “ Tom 
Paine.”  I f  anyone spoke o f the “  Gospel according 
to Jack ”  or “  Jim,”  Christian reverence would pucker 
up with disgust; but it seems not to understand that 
other persons may have reverence for Thomas Paine, 
who did more for human freedom than all the twelve 
apostles put together.

W e read in Mrs. W ard’s book that “  On Grieve’s 
little book-table lay papers of Huxley’s, o f Clifford’s. 
The brooding intellect was for ever raising the same 
problem, the same spectre-world o f universal doubt, 
in which God, conscience, faith, wore words without 
meaning.”  In so short a paragraph throe things are 
untrue. No sceptic ever sought “ universal doubt,”  
but doubt of Christianity only. "ConBcionco”  is as 
real to tho Secularist as to tho Christian; and 
“  faith ” also when— as Archbishop Whately says it 
ought to be— it is founded on reason. I f  God bo a 
“  word without meaning,”  it is because no Christian 
puts any intelligible meaning into it. The new 
Christianity does not as yet excel in truth or respect­
fulness. No wonder, as our nuthoross says, “  Every 
day some now and exquisite method o f harrying the 
devout occurred to the more ingenious amODg tho 
Secularists.”  Christians can remedy this by not 
giving them so much to go upon.

Deeming is himself cemented now. Tho murderous 
scoundrel had no difficulty in “  making his peaco 
with God ”  ; ho “  died a Christian,”  and commended 
Lis villainous “  spirit to God.”  What tasto God 
must bavo to take i t ! A  Melbourne bishop offered 
tho rascal spiritual consolation. Christianity must 
amend its morals, its taste, and its divine ideals 
before it can bo acceptable to the ethical conscience.

G. J. IIOLYOAKE.

For the moat part the ministry are the servile tools of tho 
rich man’s social clubs and Sunday opera companies which 
make a mockery of religion by calling themselves churches. 
—‘ Thompson's Politics o f  Labor.

W IL L  C H R IST  SA V E  U S ?

[ continued . ]

T h e r e  is, however, a more subtle and plausible aspect 
of this “ great exemplar” fallacy, which imposes on 
some who are entirely free from orthodox superstition. 
It imposed even on John Stuart Mill. That great 
man’s essay on Theism was published after his death 
by Miss Helen Taylor, who confesses that it had 
“  never undergone the repeated examination which 
it certainly would have passed through before he would 
himself have given it to the world,”  and that even its 
style is “  less polished than that of any other of his 
published works.” A t the close of this unfortunate 
essay there occurs the famous panegyric on Christ. It 
is an unusually rhetorical piece of writing for M ill; 
its statements betray a great want of information on 
the subject, and its reasoning is remarkably loose and 
inconsequent. Nevertheless it has been eagerly seized 
upon by Christian apologists; and, as Professor Bain 
remarks, the inch of concession to the existing Theology 
has been stretched into an ell. Mill dismisses con­
temptuously the doctrine of Christ’s divinity, and 
declares that the Prophet of Nazareth “  would pro­
bably have thought such a pretension as blasphemous.”  
Yet he treats it as “ a possibility”  that Christ was “  a 
man charged with a special, express, and unique com­
mission from God to lead mankind to truth and virtue.” 
“  Religion,” he says, meaning of course Christianity, 
“  cannot be said to have made a bad choice in pitching 
on this man as the ideal representative and guide of 
humanity'.” And he adds that even the unbeliever 
would have difficulty in finding “  a better translation 
of the rule of virtue from the abstract into the concrete, 
than to endeavor so to live that Christ would approve 
our life.”

“  My dear sir,”  might the unbeliever reply to Mill, 
“  your illustration and argument are alike arbitrary and 
fantastic. Profound scholars like Strauss, and patient, 
well-informed thinkers like George Eliot, plainly declare 
(and who can seriously dispute it ?) that the materials 
for a biography of Jesus Christ do not exist. The 
ideal Christ is a creation of centuries ; nay, the process 
still continues, each generation of Christians adding to, 
subtracting from, or in some way modifying the never- 
finished portrait. The real Christ, if he ever existed, 
is lost beyond all hope of recovery; he is buried under 
impenetrable mountains of dogma, legend, and inytho- 
logy. In vain will you search the New Testament for 
any coherent conception of his personality. The 
protean figure is ever passing into fresh shapes; a 
hundred contradictory aspects flash upon your baflled 
vision. The total impression upon the beholder is, as 
it were, a composite photograph, representing types and 
qualities, but no individuality. To make it one’s ideal 
is only self-delusion. Even if this objection be waived, 
and the intelligible personality of Christ be conceded 
for the sake of argument, why should a rational, self- 
respecting man bind himself to the perpetual study’ 
and emulation of one type of character? The seeker 
for moral beauty, like the seeker for intellectual truth, 
should gather honey from every flower that blooms in 
the garden of the world. And why should Christ be 
made the ideal critic of our actions ? Many a man 
devotedly loves his mother, or cherishes her memory« 
Would it not be a safe rule for him to act so that the dear 
dead or living parent would approve his conduct? But 
even this rule, in the wisest and loftiest estimate, is too 
personal and limited. It would be better to act 60 
that every honest mail would approve our conduct > 
better still, to act so as to secure our own approval« 
Let men be true to themselves, let them broaden an« 
deepen their intellectual light, let them gain wb® 
help they can from the example of great ami beautify 
lives, let them consider the consequences of the11" 
deeds ; and having acted, let them practise the benifi1* 
art of self-reflection, let them bring their conduc 
before the inner tribunal of a sensitive conscience
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whose judgm ent, i f  sometimes mistaken, w ill always 
be pure and nearly always decisive. F or  every 
man who takes the trouble to think (and without 
thinking what avails ?) will always know him self better 
than he can be known b y  others ; and thus the verdict 
of his own conscience is not on ly superior to the 
brawling judgm ents o f the ignorant world outside 
mm, but even superior to the judgm ent o f the wisest 
and best, who can never know exactly  his motives, his 
powers, and his necessities, or the m yriad circumstances 
of his position.”

H aving seen that Christ is no real exem plar, and 
that he cannot save us from  sin in the form  o f 
se[fishness, let us now  consider his power to save 
Us from sin in its theological significance.

The Christian theory is delightfu lly  simple, and at 
yle# same time brutally crude. I t  is not entirely 
derived from  the Gospels, but the Epistles are an in­
tegral part o f the Christian revelation, and a successful 
attempt to discard the inspired authority o f  Saint Paul 
Would eventually w reck the entire structure o f  Chris­
tianity.

e must start with A dam , in whom all men sinned, 
as m Christ all men are saved, who will be saved. T he 
fimnd old gardener, as Tennyson  calls this m ythical 
Personage, was created as the father o f  the human race. 
ae was placed in the Garden o f E den, and allowed to 

eat o f the fru it o f  every tree except one, which was 
strictly forbidden. H e  was also given a w ife, who was 
made from  one o f  his ribs, extracted while he lay in 
a deep sleep. These two were the only inhabitants 

the garden, but there came a visitor, called 
a' an> a pow erful rival o f  the creator. This subtle 
ml wily adversary tem pted the woman to taste 
m forbidden fr u it ; she yielded, and induced her 

'Wsband to taste it also. F or  this act o f  diso- 
cdiencc they were expelled from  the g a rd e n ; 
jmy were cursed by  their offended G od , and 
m curse fell upon all their posterity. Sin had vitiated 
e.,r °nce pure natures, and this vitiation was neces- 

ailly  transmitted to their offspring, who as necessarily 
J ansmitted it to theirs. Thus the whole human race 

corrupt; in other words, fu ll o f  original sin.
Alns original sin puts enmity between God and his 

matures. God hates sin and must punish it. Every 
ner, therefore— and all men arc sinners—owes God 
'»finite debt, not because his sin is infinite, but 

•-‘cause he sins against an infinite being. But finite 
 ̂en Cau never pay an infinite debt; therefore they are 
'oined to eternal imprisonment in Hell, where the 

i,;0< Vf infinite justice and mercy immures and tortures 
^Wicked children.

div‘ 1'8 t tleory  ‘ s s°b forth  by hundreds o f  Christian 
jf llles> *n thousands o f  treatises, but no one puts 
g^inore clearly than the oncc-fam ous R ev . Charles 
^ » lco n  in his N ine Serm ons on The Sorroics o j the 
(i n God, preached before the U niversity of
La>nbridge.

oa,rti, H'n> bad incurrod a debt, which not all tho men on 
qUen ’ orfttnK°ls *n heaven, wore nblo to dixchurgo. In conxe- 
lauii,“ of wc! must all have boon consigned ovor to ovor- 
Bathf^ Joxux had not engaged on our behalf to
thus | ” V,)IW lluniai|d of law and justico. . . . Jesus having 
Was m Cr °  our HUroty. onr debt ‘ was oxactod of him, and ho 
Was cot ° “ n8wor|‘blo ’ for it. . . . Ilonce, when tho time 
bo had i>n0’» 111 wb'ch Josus was to fulfil the obligations 
whom i,°n i ho was required to pay tho debt of all for
hwthiiiL- 0 w engaged; and to pay it to tho very utmost
debt.” 11 was by his sufferings that ho discharged this

infinite 8Vff5rinf? of ,T£,SU3 'Vils but for a time, but as an 
death w o ?  n e sujTered infinitely, and “ hence his 
the sin r ’ Perfect> and sufficient propitiation for
Physical8 i° f  h° 'Vl l°h  "'°.rld\  Such is thu meta- j cal juggling of Christian dogmatists !

G. W . FOOTE.
(To he continuedj

THE N.S.S. CONFERENCE.

T he Secular Conference of 1892 will doubtless be one 
o f the most important events in the development of 
English Freethought. The conditions governing 
our movement have undergone radical changes 
within the last few years; and however much some 
of those changes— necessitated alas ! through death 
— may be regretted, our duty is to take things as they 
are, and by careful thought and judicious action do 
our best to consolidate and utilise the ever increasing 
Secular elements at our command. It was one of 
Mr. Bradlaugh’s favorite saying3 “  that the best way 
to honor the dead was to serve the living.”  Un­
doubtedly this is so, and particularly at the present 
time, when so much practical Freethought work lies 
before us. I f  ever this age comes to be described in 
t,he future by some leading characteristic, as we are 
wont, now to speak of the epochs gone by, it will 
probably be known as the age of Secular effort. 
Thought to-day runs on with lightning speed, and 
pushes its way into every nook and corner o f the 
physical universe, revealing the hidden things o f the 
past, and solving problems which our forefathers 
never dreamed of grappling with, until we read the 
riddle of nature with a success greater than old 
CEdipus ever brought to bear upon Sphynx o f ancient 
times. To-day the masses think and inquire. Men 
want reasons now, not authority ; they ask for argu­
ment, and will not bo put off with dogmatic assertion. 
As Whittier has well said,

The power is gone to self-deceive 
With hollow forms of make-believe.

Now, if we wish to honor the memory of tho dead, 
including that o f tho late great leader of the Free- 
thought movement in England, we should make the 
Conference which is to beheld Sunday, June 5 ,at New- 
castle-ou-Tyne a memorable occasion for the further 
carrying out, in a methodical manner, of those Secular 
principles with which the name of Charles Bradlaugh 
has so long been associated. Clearly the present 
time, with its increased agencies, is well suited for 
the performance o f such a duty. In Mr. G. W . Foote 
tho N.S.S. has a President of great ability and of 
almost unbounded energy, and he is earnestly sup­
ported, not only by young blood, which imparts a 
vitality to our enuse, but also by tho principal veterans 
of English Froothought, who are willing and deter­
mined to render him all possible support in augment­
ing tho value and power of tho great Secular 
movement. That this uuion o f workers meets with 
goncral approval among Secularists is evidenced by 
tho fact that tho membership of tho N.S.S. has latoly 
increased, and is still increasing in numbers. Theso 
pleasing incidents o f progress Bhould securo a largo 
attendanco at tho Conference, and inspire tho various 
delegates to thoroughly study tbo agenda of business, 
as printed in tho Freethinker, with a viow o f fully 
considering the importance of most o f  tho sixteen 
uotices of motions to bo brought forward upon th»t 
occasion.

Newcastle is an excellent place in which to hold tho 
Conference, inasmuch as it is tho centre o f a largo 
section of Secularists who are exceedingly activo— men 
and women who have proved that they know what to 
do and how to do it. Thoy have grasped tho true 
object o f  Secular advocacy, which is tho recognition 
that disboliof in those creeds and doctrines that once 
hold almost undisputed sway is extending on every 
side; and therefore our concern should bo to tako 
advantage o f such disbelief, and to furnish those who 
are thus emancipated from theological superstition 
with a knowledge o f sound principles to guide them 
in daily life. Whenever orthodox absurdities and 
errors impede our Secular work, tho course to pursue 
is clear: destroy them if possible; but at tho same 
timo supply their places with teachings based upon 
reason and utility. It is more than ever desirable to
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point out that any material advantage offered by 
Christianity can be secured by a faithful adherence to 
the principles of Secularism. To do this thoroughly, 
union of action and an efficient organisation are in­
dispensable. It must not be ignored that, despite 
the noble triumphs o f Freethonght, orthodoxy is still 
dominant among a large portion of society, and the 
crudest forms of religion are preached from thousands 
o f pulpits and accepted without question by thousands 
o f hearers. The blood-and-thunder theology finds 
its advocates in many churches and in many families. 
Revivalist crazes break out periodically, like some 
epidemic disease, and the very air is filled with "  the 
odors o f sanctity.”  But, notwithstanding all this, a 
spirit o f inquiry is abroad, and advanced minds are 
feeling the great need of something higher and better 
— teachings more in accord with the thought of the 
age and in strict harmony with science and mental 
freedom. In all phases of life progress is evident. 
Reliance upon the natural is preferred to dependance 
upon the alleged supernatural; the education of the 
study has become more potent than the preaching 
from the pulpit, the Church has been driven to give 
up much of its old theology, even some o f our most 
popular novels have a decidedly sceptical tendency.

W e sincerely hope, therefore, to see a large gather­
ing o f representative Freethinkers from all parts of 
the country at the Conference, so that those to whom 
shall be entrusted the working out of proposed plans 
for an enlarged propaganda may have the advantage 
o f  wise counsel and earnest support. Secularists 
have not hitherto been wanting in enthusiasm in the 
furtherance o f the cause they hold dear. They have 
run counter to the fashionable opinions o f the day, 
and by so doing they have frequently incurred 
pecuniary loss and bitter persecution, preferring what 
to them is true and useful, rather than compliance 
with popular sentiments. They are conscious that 
knowledge is power, and, having the interest o f the 
human race at heart, it is with them a labor o f love 
to do all that is possible to extend that power to 
their fellow-men and thus assist in raising them to a 
high level of intellectual dignity.

In the deliberations at the Conference differences 
o f opinion will naturally bo found, and it is from 
these very differences, if conducted with good­
will and mutual forbearance, that beneficial results 
will accrue. It is one o f our cardinal principles 
that the right to differ should be fully recognised. 
Unfortunately it has happened in the history o f pro­
gress that the usefulness of great movements has 
frequently been seriously rotarded in consequence of 
some of its members not being able to have their own 
way upon some particular questions. To refuse to 
work with colleagues unless one can have all he 
desires after his own heart is an exhibition o f weak­
ness, which an adherence to Secular teachings would 
probably prevent. Fortunately our field of action is 
wide enough to allow scope for all workers in the 
sphere for which they are best adapted. It is, how­
ever, of the highest importance that each and all 
should bo firm ; and, moreover, that they should 
persistently adhore to engagements they may enter 
into and to promises they may mako. It is necessary 
that avowal o f intention should bo supplemented 
with constancy o f purpose in order to render any 
movement an organised success. Thanks to the 
achievements already won by Freethought endeavors, 
Secularists need not entortain the same dread of 
avowing their honest opinions and intentions as their 
forefathers did. Mrs. Grundy is fast losing her hold 
upon tho intelligent portion of the community ; and 
heresy, when allied with prudence and integrity, is 
no longer a serious barnor to social co-operation 
among persons of intellectual acquirements. Isolated 
cases, of course, still occur where bigotry exercises 
its cruel and unjust power, but with most thoughtful 
individuals actions are becoming tho real factors in

the estimation of character in preference to either 
belief or unbelief. Practical Secularism, which is 
living in daily life up to the principles of honor, 
truth, and justice, is the passport of admission into 
the higher brotherhood of mankind.

C h a r l e s  W a t t s .

S A C R E D  M Y S T E R IE S  a n d  SE C R E T  S O C IE T IE S .

“ And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, 
all these things are done in parables: That seeing they may see, 
and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not under­
stand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins 
should be forgiven them.”— Mauk iv . 11, 12.

C u r i o s i t y  is an attribute of noble minds as well as 
an infirmity o f weak ones. It is the incentive to 
intellectual discovery as well as the occasion o f foolish 
tittle-tattle. There is a fascination about a mystery 
ever taken advantage o f by charlatans. The earliest 
faiths, like the latest Theosophy, appealed to the 
sense of awe and wonder concerning the unknown. 
Nowadays, aware that mystery is usually synonymous 
with humbug, Christian ministers dispense as far as 
possible with allusion to the mysteries o f their faith. 
In the ages o f faith, reverence and superstition it 
sufficed to say of any difficulty in dogma or ritual it 
was a mystery. Priests might have said of their 
religion in the old doggerel—

What ia hits is history,
What is mist is mystery.

But now people want to know the meaning of their 
mysteries. When not told they begin to suspect that 
the mysteries have no longer a moaning for them, 
and that at best they represent ideas which wo have 
outgrown. By tho early Christian writers, and still 
by the great Roman Catholic Church, the funda­
mental dogmas and tho sacraments of Christianity 
are called “  mysteries.”  The word sacrament, indeed, 
implying something sacred, also implies something 
secret. Tho ideas of consecration and holiness are 
connected with ideas o f separation and taboo.* 
Things were first accounted sacred because they were 
prohibited. Prof. Robertson Smith, in his Religion of 
the Semites, and Mr. J. G. Frazer, in his Ooldon 
Rough, havo even shown that it is impossible to 
separate the root idoas of holiness from thoso of un- 
cleanness and pollution. The special sacraments of 
the Euglish Church, baptism and tho Lord’s Supper, 
are both rites which are found in tho ancient 
mystorios, and must therefore bo explained in accord­
ance with the ideas of thoso among whom thoso 
mysteries arose.

In assuming the role o f a mystagoguo, and pro- 
tending to give the real, original, and only genuine 
interpretation of the solemn rnystories of the faith 
once delivered to tho saints, it may bo woll to make 
a few preliminary remarks on tho origin and growth 
o f mysterios in general, and to take a brief survey of 
the ancient mysteries, especially the Egyptian, 
Eleusinian, Adonian, and Mithraic, as most important 
in the elucidation of thoso of Christianity.

Tho formation o f tho family was tho first stop 10 
civilisation. Law, religion, and morality began ®t 
home, and often extondod no further. Man 
perceived his duties to his own brethren. Famil*08 
who hold together, and who enlarged their bounds 
and became clans, stood a bettor chance in tho 
struggle for existence. Hence, oven in savaf?0 
societies, wo find brotherhoods of ndoptiou <lS 
means of enlarging tho tribe. Tho fundamental id0*1 
of tho clan aud of tho tribo is that of a brotherbeo • 
As tho only safe alliances wero with thoso who won 
recognise the family bond, rites of adoption iinphe  ̂
belonging to a common family, nnd consisted JO 
common meal, or sharing the satno blood communing

• See my chapter on “  Taboos ” in forthcoming Mbit Studi*1'
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Hence the widespread custom of blood covenanting.* 
Hence, too, the acknowledgment of common ances­
tors, the mutual propitiation of their spirits, and the 
perpetuation of common rites and collective religion.

A ll ancient societies,”  says S ir H enry M aine, 
• regard them selves as sprung from  a com m on  stock .”  
H aving the same totem s, or g o d s , m eant h av in g  a 
comm on a n ce s try ; and such cerem on ies as eating  
salt, and d r in k in g  b lood , are sym bolica l o f  the fam ily  
ties w hich w ere the foundation  o f  all w ider fraternal 
associations. F rom  these broth erh oods, w hich were 
necessarily secret, in  the sense o f  b e in g  unknow n to 
outsiders, and w ith  com m on  m arks o f  recogn ition , 
■whether b y  tatoo, gestu re , or lan gu age, arose the 
ancient m ysteries. T heir rites w ere alw ays intended 
to constitute a fraternal com m union  betw een  the 
»em b ers , w hether, as w ith  the E leusinia, open  to all 
■Athenians; or, as w ith  the B rahm ins, con fined  to  a 
paste; or, as w ith  the Tantrikas, to  a sect. F u lly  as 
Important as the adm ission  o f  outsiders in to  tribal 
brotherhood was the prov ision  for the righ ts  o f  g ro w - 
*ng  youth to  cou nt each as one o f  the tribe . This 
brought the rites o f  in itia tion  in to  con n ection  w ith  
Paberty and phallicism .f

W a ls  o f  cou rage  and constancy form ed the first 
j1. , in savage tim es, essential part o f  the in itia - 
10n. T hen  the rites o f  com m union  w ere perform ed  

the m arks o f  recogn ition  g iv e n . T he initiate 
ecame one o f  the ch ildren  o f  the clan , or o f  the 

co»m o n , perhaps fictitious, ancestor, or a ch ild  o f  the 
pommon g o d . H ence his in itiation , h is m em bership  
la a new fam ily, often  in v o lv ed  the tak in g  o f  a new 
b&me, and was regarded  as a new  b irth . A s  the ch ild  
Was washed, so an ablution  or purification was deem ed 
bpcessary for the regenerate person , and in  tak ing 

18 new c lo th in g , w hether the p rim itive apron  or 
^ c red thread, he was enrolled  am on g  the tw ice born .

ere was the orig in  o f  baptism , as the com m on meal 
j  a8 o f  the L o rd ’ s Supper. T heir further sign ificance 
k show  later on . In  the m ysteries traditionary 

bow ledge w as handed dow n b y  w ord  o f  m outh. 
18 was tho revelation  o f  the G nosis, tho w isdom  and 

j . 8lly in g s  o f o ld . T he rovealer o f  these oracles or 
o i ( f a becam e the L o g o s— the Sayer or W ord  from  o f  

> from  everlasting . T h is k n ow led g e  generally  
^co.rned tho w ay o f  in fluencing  the spirits by spells 

sb . '^ b t o t i o n s ,  o r prayers and g ifts  o f  food  or 
crificeg. T hese w ere the b eg in n in gs  o f  re lig ion . 
010 practical w ere the k n ow led g e  o f sim ple tirne- 

p Q®aSaPepient, first b y  tho m oon  and fem in ine 
ast 10ĉ lc ifcy, then b y  the sun and stars, w h ence cam e 
•yy, ? lof?y and astronom y, tho beg in n in gs  o f science, 
co n ' °  lu b u n tin g  stage, tho m ysteries wore largely  
and ° raec  ̂ w |t'b ritos to ensure success in  tho chase 
tho N ar’  a3 *Q buffalo, bear, and w ar-dances o f  
ini« °-r^  A m erican  Ind ians. T he doctrin o  o f  trans- 
Pan aQ<̂  now births g row  in this stage, and o x -
tho G<* PUCC0°d in g  ones. In  tho pastoral stage, 
pi 'hysterics largely  con cern ed  tho m oon , stars, and 
a r̂ eta aud the return o f  v eg eta tion . In  a settled  
P roiiU fc,Urâ  s *ia*'0 the m ysteries d eve lop ed  to  large  
and } tl0ns' ^ b e  need o f  k eep in g  up the sacred fire 

c lartns for  rain and sunshine rem ained. B ut tho 
poin t was the re-appearance o f  the seed 

___ta °  earth, tho trium ph o f  spring over w inter,

Ty!or ® P a p e r  on « Iilood Ilites ” in Bible Studies. . Dr. D. B. 
"that ¿an  if ° Ui Jb® Rrpat principle of old world morals was 
his kin »». ° We t *en< 8̂ iP. n°t t° mankind at but only to 
foith, ho mi,8? i entir<le * stranger to kindness and good

t  Alr. } l  b6COme a .kinsman by blood.
Aales, h’a,  historian of the Inquisition in the Middle
£°h£>acij J( 'vritten :l bulky and valuable History of Sacerdotal 
■the hutorv L  . , has not explained the ideas which lie behind it. 
Hected witi. tlle mystery, the sacredness and the secrecy, con. 
»part from ,V‘e F” 10“  of the 8exe8 bas yet to be written, and 
hiflicuhvf , , llehcacy of the topic, there is the additional 
Gian. AVh 80 f':W know anything of the life history of early 
Physioio^ff ant,|ropology takes iis due place in education, and 
to Write m • , ? K“ t both sexes in the schools, it will be possible 
with innoce* , Kl0I'y> and the veil which confounds ignorance

of light over darkness. The sun and the earth- 
mother, with their fruits o f bread and wine, were 
important symbols, the first fruits being deemed 
instinct with divine life. The annual death, 
descent to the underworld and resurrection of 
productive life and vegetation became the chief sub­
ject of the mysteries, as with Osiris slain by Typhon 
and sought for by Isis; Adonis, the Syrian Tammuz, 
slain by the boar and lamented by Venus; Orpheus 
descending to Hades to find Eurydice, the lamenta­
tions of Demeter for Persephone, Dionysos slain by 
the Titans, Balder by Hodur ; the deaths of Attys, Her­
cules, Mithras, and Christ ; and, to come from the 
sublime to the ridiculous, the murder of Hiram-ab-if 
in the Masonic Master’s lodge, where Boaz meets 
Jachin and tests if he knows the Shibboleth of Tubal- 
Cain, Mahabone or Macbenac.

Solar and reproductive elements appear in these 
myths, but that the return of vegetation was a chief 
element in the mysteries appears from the sacred 
bough or mystical plant as the lotus in Indian and 
Egyptian mysteries, the mystic rose of Isis, the 
myrtle of Venus, the firtree of Attys, the ivy and 
vine o f Bacchus, the oak of Cybele, the golden 
bough o f the Sybil, the Druidic mistletoe, and the 
accacia of the Freemasons.

In primitive times the head o f the family or elders 
were the priests or instructors. But with the exten­
sion o f tribal life a caste of mystery-men or priests 
developed who naturally have taken care to safe­
guard their own interests by concealing the know­
ledge of the humbug from the vulgar. W e find every­
where a double doctrine, esoteric and exoteric, for the 
priests and for the people. This still prevails to the 
extent of keeping silent as to many things known 
to all cultured persons.

Said Theodoret, the Christian Father :
“  All do not know what the hierophant knows ; the 

majority only see what is represented. Those who call them­
selves priests perform tho rites of the mysteries, and the 
hierophant alone knows the reason of what he does, and dis­
closes it to whom he thinks fit.”
Even in existing secret societies there is usually an 
esoteric circle. No Freemason who has not reached 
30° knows the real inwardness of his craft. In 1813 
tho Grand Lodge o f England, in order to check the 
many spurious outgrowths of their order, proclaimed 
there were only three degrees in Freemasonry. They 
might as well have proclaimed there were only three 
degrees in a circle. Most of the brethren of the 
mystic tie are initiates in the original sense of tho 
word. They have tho beginning o f a mystery, but 
never proceed beyond the initial step. The mystic 
tie is no better than a mystic toy to gratify the vanity 
o f overgrown children who rejoice in ribbons and 
regalia. Some of these orders survive chiefly in tho 
interests o f the manufacturers of tinsel. Any society 
that will not admit women is hopelessly against tho 
spirit of the age. No secret is known in any of tho 
secret societies that is worth concealing. Freemasons 
ridiculously say they are opposed by the Pope because 
they will not betray their secrets in the confessional. 
There are no secrets of any o f these secret societies 
unknown to the Jesuits, who, indeed, instituted not 
a few of them, and no secrets of the Jesuits unknown 
to those who will take tho trouble to penetrate them. 
The real reason of Papal opposition to Freemasonry 
is that the foreign lodges are a school o f Freethought. 
The right understanding of Masonic mysteries leads 
to the elucidation o f those of Catholicism. This is 
well shown in Ragon’s work, La Messe et ses Mystères.

Modern secret societies— and the Western ones are 
all modern— retain a ,few o f tho ancient mysteries in 
their rituals of initiation and their symbols. Some­
times they even throw light on ancient myths, as in 
preserving the true moaning of the Rosicrucian
I.N .R .I.J But the ordinary Freemason knows as 

J Given in Freethinker, May 8 ; p. 300.
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m uch o f  the m eaning o f  the sym bols and ritual o f  his 
cra ft as d id  M onsieur P anu rge w hen, before con su lting  
the oracle o f  the h oly  B ottle , the priestess B acbuc 
w rapped  him  in a gaberd in e , g irded  him  w ith  three 
bagp ipes, bathed his sconce thrice in  the fountain , 
threw  a handful o f  m eal on  his ph iz, and bum ped him 
seven tim es.*

A lth ou gh  their role in d esp otic  countries is not 
qu ite ended , the time for m ysteries and secret societies 
is rap id ly  passing aw ay. T he p rin ting  press has 
m ade d em ocracy , and dem ocracy  is m aking all com ­
binations op en  ones. Secret societies are fast 
b ecom in g  an anachronism . T he gam e is n ever worth 
the candle. A s Jam es T hom son  show ed , in  his 
E ssays and Phantasies, the “  open  secret societies ”  are 
the strongest. O ne’s thoughts can on ly  be  pen e­
trated by his peers. N o spy can pluck ou t the heart 
o f  m y m ystery, no uncongen ia l brother dem and 
entrance to m y sanctum, sanctorum, because it  is 
a lw ays op en  to the elect. I  enter a railway carriage. 
O ne person ’ s conversation  show s he is o f  the great 
sp ortin g  fraternity , an in itiate in  " t i p s ”  or a past- 
m aster in "b o o k m a k in g .”  A nother d rops a wore 
w hich show s he has read D arw in. I  recogn ise  at 
on ce  an in itiate in  the evolu tion  ph ilosoph y . A nother 
w ord  show s he has read Shelley , and I  need no pansy 
in  his coa t to  k n ow  I  am in  com pan y with a fellow  
F reeth inker. J .  M . W h e e l e r .

THE CASTLE BY THE SEA.

It frowns there still, its rugged time-worn front— 
Stern, cold, and quiet— mocks the storm,
That yearly, daily, hourly gnaws its stone 
With slow, but sure decay.

A  monument
It is of days departed. When it sinks,
With the firm rock that holds it, in the sea,
The fearful iron time that it records,
Will have no memory here.

Consider this 1
Eeligion is a castle on a crag,
Worn with the storms of ages, sere, decayed.
The crag is superstition. Soon the sea 
Of science— grinding, gnawiDg at its base—
Will, rushing, overwhelm the rocks and walls.

E on. Mahon.

EITHER CHRISTIAN OR ATHEIST.
All unsuccessful attempts at conversion leave him who has 

been selected for a proselyte stubborn and obdurate, and this 
was especially tbe case with me when Lavater at last came 
out with the hard dilemma— “ Either Christian or Atheist 1 ”  
Upon this I declared that if he would not leave me my own 
Christianity as I had hitherto cherished it, I could readily 
decide for Atheism, particularly as I saw that nobody know 
precisely what either meant.— Goethe, “  Autobiography," part 
iii., bk. xiv., p. 9, vol. i i . ; 1849.

GOD IN A  BOX AND JACK IN THE BOX.
The ancient gods, those of Israel included, are now to be 

mainly met with at the toymaker’s— the divinities of child­
hood still. In the chimney corner, by the nursery fire, the 
deities are dozing away their second childhood, save that 
once a week the strings are pulled, and the puppets are com­
pelled to keep up a kind of nodding acquaintance with the 
world from the pulpit, which now represents their box, on 
Sundays.— Gerald Massey, “  Booh o f  Beginnings,”  vol. ii., 
p. 291;

Ob it u a r y .— We regret to hear of the death of Mr. J. M. 
Upright, of Exeter, at the ago of 32. Ho was for years a 
victim of consumption. The Western Times speaks of him in 
the highest term-; but it omits to mention, and perhaps does 
not know, that he was a steadfast Freethinker. Wo tender 
our sympathy to his father, llr. James Upright, and to the 
whole bereaved family.

* Rabelais, bk. v., chap, xliii.

A  DROLL SPECIMEN OF GOD’S HANDIWORK.

In view of God as a creator the following extract from 
“ Seward’s Anecdotes,”  fourth edition, 1798, vol. i., p. 170, 
quoted from Buchanan's Scotch History, would seem to 
suggest either a wicked joke or an awful botch :

“  About this time (1500) a new kind of monster was born 
in Scotland. In the lower part of its body it resembled a 
male child, nothing differing from the ordinary shape of the 
human body ; but above the navel, tbe trunk of the body, 
and all the other members, were double, representing both 
sexes, male and female The king (James the Fourth) gave 
special order for its careful education, especially in music, in 
which it arrived to an admirable degree of skill; and, 
moreover, it learned several tongues ; and sometimes the two 
bodies did discover several appetites disagreeing one with 
another, and so they would quarrel, one liking this, the other 
that; and yet sometimes again they would agree, and consult 
a3 it were in common for the good of both. This was also 
memorable in it, that when the legs or loins were hurt below, 
both bodies were sensible of this pun in common, but when 
it was pricked or otherwise hurt above, the sense of the pain 
did affect one body on ly ; which difference was also more 
conspicuous at its death, for one of the bodies died many 
days before the other, and that which survived, being half 
putrified, pined away by degrees. This monster lived twenty- 
eight years, and then died. I am the more confident,”  adds 
the historian, “  in relating this story, because there are many 
honest and credible persons yet alive who saw this prodigy 
with their own eyes.”

FREETKOUGHT GLEANINGS,
Christianity.— That can never be acknowledged unre­

servedly as the true theory of religion which, taking no 
account of the unnumbered multitudes who have lived and 
died before its birth, continues to be what since its late birth 
it has been and is now— a saving grace to a small portion 
only of the countless myriads of the human race.— Dr. II. 
Maudsley, “  Natural Causes and Supernatural Seemings,”  
p, 854.

God is a Spirit.— If any conclusion can fitly be drawn 
from a comparison of the religious notions of savages with 
the religious notions of civilised races, which are really alike 
only in being called by a common name, it is the conclusion 
that a process of contraction, thinning, and refinement, 
which has gone on so long and so steadily, will continue to 
go on with the advancing development of the human mind, 
until spirits are squeezed and refined out of existence.— Dr. 
II. Maudsley, “  Natural Causes and Supernatural Seemings 
p. 363.

The minister was calling for recruits for temperance work. 
“  In one little town,”  cried ho, “  there’s seventeen gin mill*» 
that’s where we want to go, brethren.”  “  Yes, yes,”  Bhouted 
a red nose sleepy individual in the rear of tho church, 
“  Let’s go now.”

Mephisto : “  If St. Peter doesn’t stop sending American 
crank inventors down hero I'll throw up my job.”  Asmodeus: 
“  What is tho trouble ? ”  Mephisto : “  Why, one of these 
fellows came to me to-day and submitted plans for having 
tho place heated with steam and hot air instead of brim* 
stone.”

“  I took tho liberty of helping mysolf to the ink and 
scissors and mucilage, and a few other trifles at your desk, 
Mr. Hurdles,”  said Cheeks, with an ingratiating smile, when 
the sporting editor came in. “  You know the Lord help9 
those who help themselves.”  Hurdles (taking off his coa t)1 
"W ell, if the Lord is going to help you, he’d better hurt/ 
up about it.”

“  Do you believe in the efficacy of prayer, Aunt Chloe ? 
asked a young minister from tho North of an old Georg1® 
colored woman. “  ’Deed I does, boss,”  she replied fervent!/; 
“  Deed I doi-p, an’ w’n my ol’ man was tuck up lor steal10, 
Curinel Brown's pullets I jes* got down on my kunkers a°  
prayed an’ prayed all ebenin’ dat dem ossifers wouldn’ t 0001, 
pokin’ roun’ my kitchen huntin’ for chicken feathers, an 
de good Lawd, boss, nary one never come nigh. 'Deed a ]  
didn’t, boss,”
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A C I D  D R O P S .
Lord Salisbury’s coach was overturned, and his coachman 

severely injured. The newspapers state that “  the escape of 
his lordship was miraculous.”  We thought the age of 
miracles was past, but Providence seems to work them still 
for gentlemen of quality.

The age of miracles is never past where there are credulous 
people who believe in them. It is not, therefore, surprising 
that the relic of the arm of St. Anne, the grandmother of 
God, is said to be working miraculous cures among the Irish 
in New York. The relic in question has been brought for a 
time to New York, and of course the priests work up an 
excitement about it to draw in the shekels. The excitement 
once started, miracles follow as a matter of course.

The W ar Cry gives an instance of “  the power of real 
salvation.”  One of the “  saved ”  Laundry girls got one of 
her hands crushed and burnt between the hot rollers of the 
mangle. “  She was in perfect agony, and yet she fervently 
prayed.”  The power of prayer, however, was not so clear as 
the power of real salvation. The Lord did the poor thing’s 
hand no good : she had to be taken to the doctor’s.

“ General”  Booth seems to be getting into low water 
financially. The “  Army ”  exchequer is apparently running 

as well as that of the “  Darkest England ”  scheme. A 
Week or two ago the Grand Old Showman made a piteous 
^Ppeal on behalf of the latter. He admitted having got more 
than the £100,000 he required to start with, but the £30,000 
Per year to follow was not flowing in effectually. This piteous 
aPpeal is followed by a letter, which is signed by a number 
^eminent persons, begging the public to come to the help of 
william Booth. Three lords head the list. Samuel Smith 
and W. T. Stead are of course included. But what is Henry 
Labouchere doing there ? Is he trapped like a fly by the 
Salvation spider ? And what about Tom Mann ? For a 
Working-class leader he has fallen of late among strange 
company. _____

“  Travelling to Southend last Friday,”  “  Theomachos ”  
Wfites to us, “  I got chatting with a London policeman out 
or “ holiday visit to his native place, Leigh, a Ashing village 

a mile from General Booth’s farm colony. He told me 
previous to the formation of this Salvation colony, 
had for many years enjoyed a perfect immunity from 

_ and crime of every kind ; people never troubled to lock 
?lr doors, anything could be loft outdoors all night in 
ctv, and that the solitary constable’s office was a sinecure ; 

ut that since Booth’s ‘ saved sinners ’ had arrivod nothing 
j eafe from theft, and the inhabitants had to keep a keen 

ok out in order to retain any of their property from confis- 
a >on by the Lord’s anointed.”

. T fio St. James's Gazette says Booth would do better to 
«sue a business-like report of what has already been dono 
With the money receivod than to continue these begging 
aPpeals. The Standard also wants to know if the number of 
Papers havo decreased since Booth’s scheme was started.

°u r Whit Sunday, says Gerald Massey, “ which is the 
seventh from the full moon of Easter, still memorises the 
annual seven-day festival, reckoned by seven sabbath days, as 
‘ fie white day of seven.”  Others, however, derive it from 
j^o^assembling of the Wit-gemot, or meeting of tho wise.

fiis latter theory may bo supposed to bo hold in favor by 
f̂ioso who attend tho congresses and conferences held at the

about 
that 
Leigh 
theft ;

A  medical man, writing from Estado de Seriora, Mexico, 
says that on April 2, “  a priest residing at Rayon gave it out 
among the faithful that he would say a miss for the soul of 
any departed for fifteen dollars cash. So the women got up 
a raffle at ten cents a chance, sold 150 chances, and drew for 
the prize of ‘ a holy mass for a departed soul.’ A widow, at 
whose house I was stopping, drew the lucky number, and had 
the mass said for the soul of her husband, and was happy 
indeed that she had thus been able to give the soul of her 
dear departed the benefit of a fifteen-dollar mass by an 
investment of ten cents.” — London Figaro.

The Weekly Register announces among the recent converts 
to Roman Catholicism Mrs. Labouchere, the wife of the pro­
prietor of Truth. The lady in question was known some 
quarter of a century ago as the accomplished actress Miss 
Henrietta Hodson.

The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council have set aside 
the presentation to the livipg of Brentham made on the 
nomination of Sir Alexander Beaumont Churchill Dixie, on 
the ground that that gentleman is a Roman Catholic, and the 
Act is clear that no Papist can present to a living. It would 
appear, however, that there is no law to prevent an Atheist 
presenting a living to a properly qualified spiritual person, or 
even to prevent himself from becoming a churchwarden.

At the St. Albans Diocesan Conference the Rev. Mr. H. 
Henson declared “  they had a hard fight to keep the people 
from falling into the open jaws of Satan, or into the hands of 
his unabashed emissaries the Dissenters.”  The Nonconformist 
papers are severely handling Mr. Henson for making them 
appear as agents of the Devil.

A  cyclone in Kansas has done great damage. In one hall 
the Salvationists were praying, and before they could rise 
from their knee-drill, the roof crashed in and two were 
severely injured. At Wellington above five hundred parsons 
were killed or injured.

Last week the church of St. Werburgh, Derby, was 
struck by lightning. One of the pinnacles of the tower 
crashed through the roof into the chancel, doing great 
damage. Jehovah has no more partiality to gospel-shops 
than to p u b l i c - h o u s e s .____

In Carinthia, Austria, a tremendous cloud-burst has made 
the whole countryside a scene of devastation. Orchards 
and growing crops are completely destroyed, and many 
birds and field animals were found lying dead on tho 
ground. “  God moves in a mysterious way his wonders 
to perform. He plants his footsteps on the sag, and rides 
upon the storm.”  ____

The latest horror threatened us from America is Bky-signs 
— not the wire arrangements which already disfigure our 
streets, but the projection by a gigantio magic lantern of 
images thrown upon the clouds, so that, we are told, we may 
yet see Pears’ soap written over our heads in letters 100 feet 
long. This is perhaps tho reason why God does not write his 
revelation in the sky. lie  does want to be outdone by tho 
advertisers.

The late Rev. Henry Allon, the popular evangelical minister 
of Canonbury, must have a close squeeze to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. He was burdened with a personal bstato valued 
at £27,556, which, it is feared, may have flattened his bulk 
in the attempt to pass through the narrow gates of tho New 
Jerusalem.

The Lord’s Day Rest Observance Society has sent over 
Chicago a petition against the Sunday opening of the Wor 
* air. It i8 signed by Sir A. Blackwood and other pi 
luminaries. Could not tho Sunday League send over 
°Pposition petition, as the Americans seem to lay some wei 
uP°n opinions expressed from this side tho herring-pond ?

Archbishop Janssens, of New Orleans, has given his opir. 
Ifiat the Oddfellows and Sous of Temperanco are condem 
fiy the Catholic Church, as well as Freemason«, on the grot 
that tLese societies "  place natural religion above reyeu 
religion and weaken the faith and practice of religion in 
minds of Catholics.”

The Rev. Hugh Allen, a parson of the Established Church, 
has been fined 20s. at the Lambeth Police Court for being 
drunk and disorderly. They had better hurry up with that 
Clergy Discipline Bill, for it seems sadly wanted.

Men of God will get into trouble. Here is the Rev. John 
Black more, rector of Morebard Bishop, fined £2 at Crediton 
police-court for assaulting Dr. Tronson, of the same village. 
It appeared in the evidence that tho charitable man of God 
threatened, if tho summons was proceeded with, to order his 
tenants to boycott Dr. Tronson, and to advertise in the 
medical papers for a now doctor, who should have board and 
residence at the rectory while he was getting away Dr. Tron- 
son’s practice. And of such is the kingdom of heaven.
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More vicar’s-rate rows at Coventry. Tradesmen’s goods 
put up for public sale, the auctioneer pelted with rotten eggs, 
collisions between the people and the police, windows broken, 
and faces cut— all on account of sky-pilot Mills, who is 
probably not worth as much English blood as would cover the 
back of a flea. Good old Church of England ! The time is 
coming for a charitable hand to write her epitaph for the 
churchyard of churches. ____

The Eev. John Pickford, vicar of Tuddenham, St. Martin’s, 
near Ipswich, went into his grounds and, placing a gun in his 
mouth, blew off the top of his head— an inconvenient method 
of meeting his maker.

Canon Julius Lloyd, rector of St. Phillip’s, Salford, was 
called home to his father’s house as he was addressing a 
meeting at the Manchester Town Hall in support of the 
Church Day School Association. There is a special provi­
dence in the fall of a sparrow. How much more in the fall 
of a canon. -------

Had a Secular lecturer dropped dead while addressing an 
"  infidel ”  meeting, what a habbub it would have caused in 
religious circles 1 Sermons and pious articles would have 
moralised on the “  awful ”  occurrence. But when a parson 
drops dead at a religious meeting, it means nothing; they 
just carry out the corpse, and take the next business.

A certain auctioneer named Kinsman, residing at Fitzroy, 
Melbourne, has discovered how godliness may be great gain. 
Believing in free trade in religion, he started, without either 
church or congregation, a Free Church of England, and 
applied to the Victorian Government, as head of a denomina­
tion, for power to issue marriage licences and perform 
marriages, which being granted, ho soon got a large and 
lucrative marriage business. The name Free Church of 
England was attractive, and, as he advertised and took low 
fees, he soon united more couples in holy matrimony than all 
the clergy of the Church of England put together. These 
were highly incensed at the rival shop. The real genuine 
ordained men of God used some strong language against the 
pseudo cleric, and even invoked the Melbourne authorities to 
put him down.

The Dean of Norwich has presented the rich living of 
Great Yarmouth to a friend in Tunbridge Wells, although 
by law, the presentation is in the hands of the Dean and 
Chapter, and must be given to one who has served five 
years in the same diocese. But men of God always stretch 
a point or two for a friend.

Eeligion is s»en in something like its original purity and 
beaeficence among the Jebus, of Lagos, who, when they 
decided to oppose the British troops, killed two hundred 
of their own people, many of them girls, as a sacrifice of 
propitiation to their gods, who are evidently of a similar 
sanguinary character to old Jahveh,

Monsignor nirth, superior of the Uganda Catholic Mission, 
has written a letter, in which he says that the Catholics have 
been shamefully betrayed, crushed, and driven out by the 
Protestants. How they love one another !

Eitualism is spreading in Canada. In 1890 only 1,402 
churches had altar lights ; in 1892 there are 2,048. Every­
where it is the same, the more rottenness the more paint.

“  Mr. G. W . Foote’s company is requested ”  at a meeting 
of the Lawyer’s Prayer Union, to be held at the Mission 
Hall, Bloomsbury, on June 16, 1892. Tea and coffee at 6.80; 
prayer and addresses at 7.15. It is also intimated that “  a 
few stamps to cover the expense of postage would be very 
acceptable.”  Mr. Foote isn’t a lawyer, he doesn’t go to 
prayer meetings, and he is rather short of stamps.

Voltaire said there was this to say for the Catholic Church 
with all its vices and intolerance. It was the opera-house 
of the poor. Tho Church of England is going in the 
direction of becoming the opera-house of the well to do. 
At Lincoln Minster they have half-guinea seats for sacred 
oratorios. To give an air of piety to the traffic, it is 
announced that “  no money will be taken at the doors.”

It is amusing to see the wealthy Bishop of Durham posing 
as the friend of the working man. When the Durham miners

are reduced to semi-starvation by a long and resolute resist 
ance to the mine-owners’ attempt to reduce their wages by- 
13 -̂ per cent., his lordship intervenes as a peacemaker. And 
what is his advice ? Why this. Let the miners accept a 
reduction of 10 per cent, and go to work, and let the odd 3^ 
per cent, be arbitrated upon afterwards. What splendid 
advice 1 And what aeuteness of mind and richness of heart 
it required to offer it to the poor Durham miners. Verily the 
Bishop of Durham is worth his salary, if only to act on such 
occasions as “  a friend ”  of the working classes.

The Sydney legislature has assimilated its divorce law to 
that of Victoria; that is, it has much widened the grounds 
on which divorce is given.

The clericals posing as upholders of the interests of 
morality, are leaguing not to consent to the re-marriage of 
divorced persons, on the ground that such permission is not 
accorded by Jesus. They omit to mention that since, accord­
ing to Jewish law, an adulterous woman was punishable by 
death, there was no question of her husband marrying again 
in her lifetime.

The Fulton, Kentucky, Baptist Gleaner, says that within 
seven years over 800 United States preachers have been pub­
lished in the papers as guilty of some sort of immorality.

We hope no member of the Liberty of Bequest Committee 
is responsible for the seemingly inspired report in the Echo of 
May 27. After a somewhat inflated account of the Com­
mittee’s object (which, of course, is a very good one), the 
report says, “  It is to be noted that the Committee do not aim 
at the repeal of those statutes under which prosecutions for 
outrageous and wantonly blasphemous publications can be 
instituted.”  Now there are no such statutes. All prosecu­
tions for blasphemy have been under the Common Law. So 
much for the writer’s knowledge. As to his taste, we may 
remark that it is Freethinkers who will have to fight for the 
Committee’s draft Bill, and a fow such silly sentences as this 
will perhaps damp their ardor.

John Burn Bailey (who is J. B. B ?) has published through 
Chapman and Hall a book entitled From Sinner to Saint, in 
which he holds up Thomas Paine (no one asks who was T. P. ?) 
as a frightful example. “  In the whole range of biographical 
literature,”  he Bays, “  there is no more appalling spectaclo 
than that determined infidel and blasphemer presents ; his 
like-minded companions had nothing but taunts to give him 
when disease laid him low.”  Every word of this is a lio. If 
scribbler Bailey doesn't know it, ho is an ignoramus, who 
should learn the facts before addressing the public.

This wicked or ignorant, and in any case foolish, Bailey is 
soundly rebuked by the London Daily Chronicle, which 
informs him that “  Paine did more for human liberty than 
any man of his day, and he was, perhaps, tho clearest political 
thinker of any day.”  As for his heresy, ho “  shared that 
with Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin, and he was, 
perhaps, tho most orthodox of the four.”  Even if Paine did 
suffer towards tho close of his life from the neglect of old 
friends alarmed at his heresy, the Chronicle asks “  Who would 
not fail with such a man rather than prosper with some of 
Mr. Bailey’s ‘ transformed characters ’ ?”

The plucky curate of St. Pancras who assisted a policeman 
and enabled him to secure two prisoners, has been presented 
with a gold cross for his courage. He acted like a good 
citizen, but as a bad follower of Christ, who said, “ Blessed 
are the poor in spirit,”  and “  Eesist not evil,”  etc.

Adam's rib has jbeenjmade a bone of contention among 
various writers in the Dublin Weekly Irish Times. Tho 
question whether Adam originally had thirteen ribs on one 
side and twelve on the other, and which side Eve came out 
of, gives good scope for Irish theology. One of the writers 
asks if the present-day surgeons are more skillful than their 
Maker. — —

The Irish Independent is piously indignant with the bias* 
phemy of a writer in the Dublin Figaro, who describes 0 
sta*ue of J. O. as “  a plaster figure of a man with a heart 
pinned on his dressing-gown.”  This it says “  is insulting* 
not only to Catholicity but to Christians of every denomin®" 
tion.”  But is it not possible the blasphemy lies with tb0 
the maker of tho statue ?
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

June 5, N. S. S. Conference ; 12, Hall of Science ; 19, Bir­
mingham ; 26, Hall of Science.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Ms. Charles Watts ’ Engagements.— June 5, N.S.S. Confer­
ence at Newcastle; 12, Sheffield ; 15, debate at Birmingham 
with Rev. Dr. J. McCann; 19, Bristol; 26, Birmingham. 
July 3, Hall of Science; 4 and 5, public debate with the Rev. 
P- F. Duffy ; to, Hall of Science; 17, Birmingham ; 24, South 
Shields; 31, Newcastle. August 7 and 14, Birmingham; 
21, Manchester; 28, Grimsby. Sept. 3 and 4, Rushen; 
11, Town Hall, Birmingham; 18, Birmingham.— All com­
munications for Mr. Watts should be sent direct to him at 
Baskerville Hall, The Crescent, Birmingham.

B. J. Swan.— The author is ignorant and a rowdy. We cannot 
,_ueal with his pamphlet.
"  • M. Knox, secretary of the Ulster Branch, has removed to 

15 Kilronan-street, Belfast. Lecturers, etc., will please 
note.

C-Doeg.— The black champion will not be drawn into a set 
debate. He is too wily.

Newcastle.— It is customary to admit reporters to Confer­
ences. If anything of a private nature arises they are some­
times requested to withdraw. We do not anticipate any 

squabbling ” at the N.S.S. Conference. Mr. Foote does not 
fear the Conference passing out of control.

Y  Chapman .— See paragraph.
Jas. Neate.— Pleased to see that bigotry is decaying in the

East-end.
• Me.ast (32 Morgan-street, St. Paul’s, Bristol), secretary of 
the new Bristol Branch, says that a West of England Secular 
federation is contemplated. Perhaps the Secularists in 
Plymouth, Devonport, Exeter, Cardiff, Swansea, and other 
towns, will communicate with him. It may not bo possible 
J? do much during the summer except in the way of prepara- 
Lon for tho winter.

AEiquE.— The only passage in the canonical books of the 
Bible at all like what you refer to is Jude 9, which alludes to 

Michael tho archangel, when contending with the Devil ho 
disputed about the body of Moses.” Tho book of Enoch, to 
which Jude refers, verse 14, is a part of tho Bible of the 
Ahysginian Christians.

• binv.Ex.— Comic Bible Sketches havo long been out of print. 
■ .• K.— Thanks for tho cutting, but we have already dealt 
With Messrs. Lax and S'mw’s pious circular. The first

-lyPflner’s name seems appropriate.
• Holland — Jokes are always welcome, but the one you 

j  8®nd this time has already appeared.
W u ^XKKS-— Thanks. See paragraph.

• Mann, 21 Heath-road, Watford, would bo glad to hear from 
ocal Freethinkers willing to form a Branch of tho N.S.S.

q Inis correspondent’s copy is undor consideration.
•Heaton.— You aro responsible for £ l  on account of each 
miare in the Hall of Scionco scheme, and not a farthing 
noyond undor any circumstances. Two months’ notice is 
ffiven for ovory call of 2s. Gd. until tho share is fully paid 

U responsibility ceases,
t ' .lIU{N, 20 Rhodoswell-road, London, E ., will bo glad 
,? reccivo back numbers of this journal or other Froothought 

W ‘seratUre f ° r distribution at meetings.
E • ?Im°K8 . - W °  aro obliged for the cuttings.

A  nbeus° n .— T hanks for tho replies you havo obtained from 
W*5 i^e8’ Main candidates as to the Liberty of Bequest Bill. 

0 hope tho candidates in all other constituencies will bo 
Tt p St'°ned in tho samo way.

‘ i ’Helios.— Floased to hear that tho newsagent whom you 
Ettuced to disp lay tho Freethinker has found six regular 

stoinors ; also that tho Spcnnymoor Branch is making fair 
Cvnn"^'' quiet progress.

th O. Smith who advertises on our back page is
Q. R- 0 - Smith of tho Hall of Science, 

thii r * C.™ -— W® rocogniso tho hardship suffered by Frco- 
PoHsffd"  i*1 the Army, and your letter shall be doalt with if

ll. Inq,LAI1'— RRher long, but will find room if wo can. 
qq Tho subscription shall bo applied as you dcsiro.
F0o, ’ lu ° f  Scionco scheme will succeed in time. When Mr. 
Witl °  b” *8 bis hand to a big project ho means to go through 
CO ’ ’ i °r  broak. IIo wont break easily, and he has the 

^•*Pkhb° d 8lll,P0rt of splendid colleagues.
%Fi„a Re ceived . —  Fritankaron —  Two Worlds— Western

Swor 1~~ j t0n InveHt-'gator-------Der Armo Teufel— Flaming
TwenC~7L Jonc' a^ — Lucifer —  Progressive Thinker—
—-Miiti ^ on''ur.V—"Clarion— Watts's Literary Guido— Echo
Echo— w , WB Kxpress and Star— Irish Times— Northern 
Times w ° - i rn I)tt' ly IjRa(ior— Manchester Examiner and 
Librai v  ° ukor— Seculli.r Thought— Cosmopolitan— The 
News —\ Food— North Eustorn Loader— Hacknoy
Meralrt n “  Daily Independent— Essex Herald— Glasgow 
Nortli \vi Court— Truthseeker—  Boston Investigator—  
London F 'tS 1IeralcJ— Liberty— Cambria Daily Leader— Tho

Fr ie n d s  who send us newspapers would enhance the favor b y  
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Correspo n d en ce  should reach us not later than Tuesday if b 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free, at the following rates, prepaid :— One Yoar, 6s.
Half Year, 3s. 3d. ; Three Months, Is. 7£d.

It  being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive tho number in a colored wrapper when their sub­
scription expires.

L it e r a r y  communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.C. All business communi­
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Sc a le  op  A d v e r t is e m e n t s .— Thirty words. Is. 6d. ; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :— 
One inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £1 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

S U G A R __ P L U M S .
Despite the summer weather, which usually reduces the 

circulation of all Borts of papers, the sale of the Freethinker 
increased considerably last week. Next week we shall publish 
a full report of the N.S.S. Conference, and as the proceedings 
are likely to be very interesting, and many Freethinkers will 
want to keep copies by them for future use, we shall print an 
extra supply to meet the increased demand.

It was melting weather on Sunday evening at the London 
Hall of Science, but there was a good audienee to hear Mr. 
Foote explain why he could not be a Christian. Mr. R. 0 . 
Smith presided. After the lecture, which was enthusiasti­
cally applauded, Mr. Foote made another appeal on behalf of 
the National Secular Hall Society, and several Dew share­
holders were enrolled by Miss Vance and Mr. Forder.

The unfortunate strike in Durham will prevent a great 
many pitmen Secularists from attending the National Seeular 
Society’s Conference to-day (June 5). There will, however, 
in all probability be a very good attendance. All the local 
arrangements are now complete. Delegates and other 
members arriving at the Central Station should carry a copy 
of tho Freethinker as a means of recognition. Those who 
escape notice should go to Fielden’s Café, New Bridge-street, 
opposite the Free Library— about five minutes’ walk. The 
reception committee will wear pink and white rosettes.

Tho Conference meets on Sunday morning at 10.30 prompt 
in tho Lovaino Hall, St. Mary's-place, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
After tho morning session a dinner will be served at the 
Grand Hotel. The afternoon Bitting opens at 2.30. At 
seven there will be a public meeting, addressed by G. W. 
Foote. O. Watts, R. Fordsr, Sam StaDdring, G. Standring, 
Stanley Jones, S. M. Peacock, Joseph Brown, and Elijah 
Copland. Delegates and members will be admitted by tickets 
till 6.30, when the doors will be thrown open to the public.

A meeting of tho Lancashire and Yorkshire delegates to 
tho N.S.8. Conference will be held on Saturday evening 
(June 4) at Fielden’s Cafe, New Bridge-street, opposite tho 
Free Library, Newcastle-on-Tyne. The meeting begins at 
eight, and its object is to consider the business of the new 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Secular Federation.

Mr, G. J. nolyoake, we very much regret to say, is 
unable to attend the N.S.S. Conference. Wo should have 
rejoiced to see his venerable head crowning the platform. 
He has Co-operativo engagements at Rochdale, and is 
very sorry that they deprive him of tho pleasure of bsiDg 
with his Secular friends at Newcastle.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured three times last Sunday in 
Liverpool. The audiences, afternoon and evening, were the 
largest he has ever had in that town. The various points in 
the lectures were received with immense enthusiasm, and at 
the close of the night's lecture Mr. Watts received quite an 
ovation. His reply to the black champion gave great satis­
faction. There was some debate at each meeting, and a col­
lection was made for the Freethinkers' Benevolent Fund, which 
realised £1 12s. 3d. Although Mr. Stocker had increased 
his order for Freethinkers, every copy was sold, and more 
could have been disposed of.
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A t the evening meeting Mr. Watts made a strong appeal 
to Liverpool friends to take shares in their local Hall Com­
pany. Liverpool is sadly in need of a new Secular Hall, and 
if the majority of Freethinkers in the district would take 
shares in the company, which has been formed for several 
months, the need would be supplied. We shall be glad to 
know that the directors have received sufficient support to 
justify them in commencing active operations at an early 
date. ____

The annual general meeting of tho shareholders of the 
Liverpool Hall of Science Company (Limited) will be held 
at Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street, during the ensuing 
week. The precise date has not been fixed, but shareholders 
will receive the necessary notice, and further information can 
be obtained at the Hall thie evening (June 5).

The Freethought Depot at Manchester, started by Messrs. 
Willock and Hemingway for the better sale of our literature, 
has received a visit from a curate of All Saints, who had 
preached against it. He came to say he was going to shut up 
the shop. Mr. Sam Standring, who happened to be in, 
offered to sell him anything in the window before witnesses, 
with a view to a blasphemy prosecution. The curate said he 
would “  stop the sale of indecent literature.”  Mr. Standring 
asked him what indecent pamphlet was in the place. The 
curate replied that there was a copy of Was Jesus Insane ? 
which he regarded as very indecent.

That All Saints curate should ventilate his grievance. No 
doubt the Clarion would give him a few paragraphs— though 
he mightn’t like them. As for a blasphemy prosecution, it 
is precisely what Mr. Standring wants. Go on, thou All 
Saints curate 1 Smite the infidels hip and thigh. You 
won’t slay many of them, but they will never take away 
your jaw-bone of a jackass.

weddings and funerals have long been common, but hitherto 
parents have either baptised their children in the church or 
been content with registering them. At St. Denis, they 
have, however, recognised the utility of having parrains 
and marraints to act on behalf children in the event 
of their parents dying, and an official registry is now kept 
for that purpose.

Since writing to us last week Mr. E. Anderson has heard 
from Mr. Keir Hardie, the Socialist candidate for South- 
West Ham, who says : “ I am in heartiest sympathy with 
and will support any proposal having for its end the objects 
aimed at in the draft Bill you send me. . . .  I  may add that 
I am opposed to disabilities or disqualifications being imposed 
on a man or a body of men for their beliefs, religious or 
otherwise.”

The correspondence on Eternal Punishment still goes on in 
the Bristol Mercury. Mr. Logan, without knowing it, is 
acting as nurse to unbelief. We congratulate him on being 
more useful than he intended.

Judge Waite, of Chicago, has secured for the American 
Secular Union a promise that its representatives shall be 
heard before the Sunday closing of the World’s Fair is 
definitely decided upon. ____

The 8ecular Union has decided that a grand international 
Freethinkers congress shall be held in Chicago during the 
exhibition. ____

M. Renan says he made the discovery long since that by 
writing amusing things one grows sad, and that the best 
way of remaining merry is to write on serious subjects. 
Perhaps our readers will think of this when they find ns 
too serious.

Mr. Sam Standring has been preaching Freethought on 
Woodhouse Moor, Leeds. There was much uproar at his 
afternoon meeting, and blows were struck. The excitement 
brought a big crowd in the evening, who were very orderly 
during the lecture, but there was riotous conduct afterwards. 
Mr. Standring and his knot of friends were followed through 
the streets by Christian ruffians, yelling and Hinging sods and 
stones. But the meetings will go on.

Mr. James Hooper, of Nottingham, went to the Denmark 
road open-air station at Manchester on Sunday, but was 
not allowed to lecture there. The police warned all speakers 
off the ground. This is a sort of victory for the bigots, 
but it isn’t much after all, for tho Branch platform was 
wheeled round to Stevenson-square, where Mr. Hooper 
delivered his lecture.

The annual report of the South Shields Branch shows 
satisfactory progress. Income has increased by twenty- 
five per cent., and there is a similar increase in membership. 
The younger members have found the Improvement Class 
helpful, and the Branch Library has been added to con­
siderably by the generosity of members and friends. A 
large quantity of Freethought literature has been sold 
or distributed gratuitously. Altogether the Branch is prond 
of the past year’s work and full of hope for the future. 
It has a good secretary in Mr. Chapman, and an invaluable 
president in Mr. S. M. Peacock.

The West London Branch desires to draw the attention of 
its friends in Hammersmith to the open-air lectures that will 
be delivered every Thursday evening, at 8 o ’clock, during 
June, at the corner of The Grove, the lectures in tho hall 
of the Hammersmith Club being now discontinued for the 
season. _____

Mr. Neate, the active treasurer of the Bethnal Green 
Branch, was re-elected auditor to the Bethnal Green Vestry 
without opposition. __

Balaam's ass being the subject of a sermon at Southend, 
the Echo admits a racy letter on the subject from Mr. J. K. 
Sykes, who draws freely, with acknowledgment, from Mr. 
Foote’s Bible ttomances.

Saint Denis, a suburb of Paris, with a freethinking Municipal 
Council, has adopted the system of "  Civil baptism.”  Civil

The Humanitarian League’s fourth tract (Reeves, Fleet- 
street; 2d.) is entitled The Horrors o f  Sport. It is written 
by Lady Florence Dixie, who speaks “  with the matured 
experience of one who has seen and taken part in sport of 
many and varied kinds in many and varied parts of the 
world.”  She pronounces sport “ horrible.”  We are glad to 
hear her eloquent voice raised against this legacy of barbar­
ism. Killing of animals will be necessary while men are 
meat-eaters, but the "sp o r t ’’ which both kills and torture* 
for man’s wicked pleasure is becoming more and more 
hateful. The Humanitarian League is doing a good work 1° 
issuing theso tracts. _____

The Japanese some timo ago adopted burial of the dead) 
but they have reverted to their old custom of cremation o° 
account of its sanitary recommendations.

At one of Mr. Oharlesworth’s Secular lectures in Cincinnati) 
a Unitarian minister made th e "  If-I-did-not-believo-in- God 
speech, but with a turn at the close that must cruelly jar ®n 
the feelings of the truly faithful. He said : “  If I should b® 
positive to-day that there was no God, and believed that 
death ended all, and was an Atheist, still, I would think j®9 
as much of my wife, children, and humanity, and would HT® 
just as happy and do what I could for the good of my fell®* 
man as I would believing as I do now.”

of
AEven tho Conservative Common Council of the City 

London are moving, though slowly, with the times, 
motion to open the City A rt Loan Exhibition on Sunday 
was only rejected by a majority of seven. This is an a»ga r 
that the timo is not so far distant when the Sunday rig® 
of tho people will bo conceded.

From the just published Life of Charles Keene, the grc®̂  
artist who succeeded Leech on our world-famous ^ anc\ 0 
appears that ho was a sceptic. Holman Hunt says that 
called upon Keene when ho was in a dying condition, * 
plied him with “  overwhelming ”  arguments in favor of 1  ̂
mortality. Keene, however, was not convinced; he 91 
his head, and said “  I cannot see it.”  After this it is w° r 
of notice that his geniality and generosity of nature hel 
to tho very end. __

It appears from the census returns that the Fre tbink°r®̂ 0 
New Zealand number over 26,000, which is allowed by ^  
Lyttelton Times to be an inorease of over 50 per cent.
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proportion of males to females among acknowledged Free­
thinkers is 4 to 1. This shows the direction in which work 
lies.

The Liberator, of Melbourne, is reprinting Mr. Wheeler’s 
articles on “  Freethought Fifty Years Ago ”  from our columns.

Mr. Symes is busy prosecuting his candidature for the 
Victorian Parliament. His address to the electors of 
^ollinpwood is given in the last number of the Liberator. 
ne stands as a democrat, land nationaliser, and would make 
*,e Sunday a public holiday. Of course he has much 
bigotry to contend against. We wish our old friend all 
Buccess, and know if he is returned he will do his duty.

The new Pendlebury Branch have made arrangements to 
ake the Co-operative 8tores for Sunday afternoons. All 

“ ocularists in the district are earnestly desired to assist.

Applications for shares in the Hall of Science scheme are 
coming jn 8teadily. Nearly three hundred shares have been 
allotted since Mr. Foote’s return from Scotland. We are 
getting we]j forward with the second thousand shares. The 
Pf08pect is gratifying. Still, the Directors want “  More, 
K'° rei more 1”  They are to take possession at Midsummer, 
bu they would be greatly pleased to see 3,000 shares taken 

bp by then. There is ample time to do it in, and we appeal 
0 °ur friends and supporters to do it.

THE C H RISTIA N  EVIDENCE SOCIETY.

HE twenty-first annual general meeting of the Christian 
Lvtdenca Society, held at Sion College, Thames Embank- 
a ®bt on May 25, was not quite so lively as the extra- 
Prdinary meeting reported by Mr. G. Standring in our 
Jssue for May 22, but it possessed many features in common.

here was the same kind of audience as there described, the 
same general air of twaddle and humbug, and the same 
lnd of report and balance-sheet. The figures were not 

exactly the same as those of the extraordinary meeting, 
th6 t0 ^eing ¿61,181 5s. 5d , instead of £1,001 18s. 4|d., 

eeeretaries only taking £193, together with a sum of 
bt>9 19s. for lectures, sermons, open-air work, etc. But 
n the whole, many a prophet’s reputation has been built 
Peu more meagre evidence than Mr. Standring’s dream.

K (iV^10 ftBsence of General Sir Willoughby Smoothbore, 
H i t ’ ’ cka'r was taken by the Lord Chancellor 

a 8buryt who, having acquired the woolsack largely 
chough bis pertinacious opposition, as Sir Hardinge Gif- 
BJr ’ to Mr. Bradlaugh, forgets that Christ said, “ Woe 
n, ? >’°u lawyers,”  and poses as a most sanctimonious 

ristian. His lordship’s opening address was of the 
in ?imon.P'aco> Court-of-Common-l’ leas order. Never before 

no history of the world was there a time when it was 
u ,re becessary to encounter the learned ignorance of 
e 0 HiraPl0 minds the Bible itself is its own best
by tT'tl°n B0d ^est Pro°b but there were others led away 
spok ° 80Pbi8lry and learned ignorance of which ho had 
Mii 4,°’ •I10C knowing that all those theological problems 
Past l81'"  occupied our attention had been fought in the 
pa., Jy some of the keenest intellects—the Christian 
^ hers- But there wore features peculiar to our time ; it 
tent^ COram0rcial aS0i an<* many lent but an indolent at- 
c]a</°V° tkes0 Pr°blems. There had grown up a pernicious 
noŵ  , *jterature> Half fiction and half controversial. Who 
Waa reads the Age o f Reason ? It had passed away and 
vigornknOW?-. 1) But it had vigorous thought and 
able r°U3 " '̂kinR- Let, however, anyone make a fashion­
ed^] out of the Age o f  Reason and it had a large 
band f°n,' The Bible itself was the best weapon in the 
®bown°\r Christian evangelist. Recently a novelist had 
theref Henan’s ignorance of the Bible. He would 
say8 a?''0 8ay- don’t believe what M. Renan or anyone else 
(Murk ut,tbe Bible, but take it, read it, and understand it. 

Mr X P aU8e )
Tbeir‘ ,l,!ra,erma.n then read an a,)Stract of the report, 
of tdlH MIICo “  included a full recognition and affirmation 
T e s t a / . " »  In8Pirati°n and Authority of the Old and New 
•ectureBri 8 ' ,Ie reid  lelter8 f ,om some out-of-door 
C o n v J 8’ HPeakin£ ,)f lar&o audiences and numerous 
\Vh0 H.’ aild thf n a'ided to the delicate matter o f finance. 
Then Wl ,SHnd ^*00 and make collections for the society ? 
egg^t”  | ed double their income to carry on their work

Prebendary W ace, in moving the adoption of the report, 
said it was true no society was needed to defend science, 
but this society was necessary because there was always a 
moral reluctance to accept the blessed Savior. There was 
already in existence the Church, the greatest society in the 
world, to set forth his claims, and gratitude was due to all 
ministers for doing this. But they had not time to attend 
to the work of defence. It needed a deal of learning. If 

. there was ignorance there was also a deal of learning on 
1 the other side, and if that learning is not met it would 
' gain the day. Prebendary W ace concluded by referring to 
I the words of St. Peter to be ready to give an answer to 
' any one “  with meekness and with fear.”  From his dwelling 

at length on this last clause, we fancy Prebendary W ace 
must have heard something of the outdoor methods of the 
society.

Dr. Mackennal followed, and showed himself a little more 
up to the time o f day than the Lord Chancellor by speak­
ing of Butler and Paley as antiquated. Theological students 
should be thankful for opposition that produced such works 
as Edersheim's L ife  and  Tim es o f  the M essiah. The 
controversies now gathered round the person of Christ, and 
that they should be thankful for, as he was their strong­
hold and greatest moral power.

After another clerical supporter and a hymn, the Rev. 
A. J. Harrison addressed the meeting. Mr. Harrison is 
always able and earnest; so much so that it is a constant 
wonder to us that he places his services under such a body 
as the C E S. Mr. Harrison, knowing himself to be the 
very man for the post, advised subscriptions for lectures at 
the University, and for lectures to clergy to teach them 
how to meet sceptics. Twenty-one years ago, said Mr. 
Harrison, there were plenty of Atheists, but now there 
were only Agnostics. W e suppose it is the C.E.S. that 
congratulates itself on having made this vast improvement.

A  vote of thanks to the Lord Chancellor and a collection 
terminated the proceedings. A  leaflet appealing for cash 
was circulated, stating “  a postal order for 5s. will be 
acceptable if you cannot send a cheque.”  LUCIANUS.

H E A V E N W A R D  B O U N D .  
By the Obtoodok R oute.

To a Freethinker (at large or otherwise) the theoretical diffi­
culties and trials of spirit life may seem to be matter scarcely 
worth consideration, but the orthodox Christian ought to 
regard this subject with deep concern. He professes to 
believe that ho has a precious soul to save— more precious, 
indeed, than any other thing he possesses. It may be true 
that in the case of a good many Christians their souls need 
not bo worth a great deal in order to be the most valuable 
things they own ; but I want to know if they ever think of 
the possible difficulties that may beset those spirits who have 
departed for the heavenly shore. If they do, they have 
surely much cause for apprehension; for what bodily fear can 
be supposed to equal the dismay of the spirit who, honestly 
desirous of getting to heaven, finds ho has undertaken the 
journoy without instructions, and is quite overwhelmed at 
the extraordinary character of his new surroundings, and 
utterly unable to comprehend what Las happened to him.

Never having visited these spirit regions before, and having 
no reliablo information regarding the habits and customs of 
tho inhabitants, ho wonders how a respectable Christian 
spirit is expected to comport himself, By-and-bye, when he 
has somewhat recovered from the shock attending his sudden 
arrival on to tho spirit “  plane,”  he begins to have some idea 
of the extremely serious nature of the proceedings he is in­
voluntarily engaged in. There is plainly no joke about it 
this time. "  But where is St. Peter ? and oh,’ ’ ho wonders, 
“  where am I ; and where— dreadful thought— where is the 
D evil?”

Dear friends, the position is a painful one, especially for 
one who so recently was a man of light and leading and a 
pillar of the church. Now, alas 1 he knows not where he is, 
nor exactly how he got there. He doesn’t even know of what 
material (if any) he consists, nor how much there may be of 
i t ; nor has he any means of ascertaining, having left body, 
brains, eyi sight, speech, and feeling all behind. The only 
tiling ho issure he possesses is consciousness. He is appalled, 
not unreasonably, at the unsubstantial character of bis being
__his absolute nothingness, as it were. As the Christian
poet feelingly observes, “  Oh. what must it be to be there.”  
He knows that he represents the late John Smith, who 
weighed twenty-two stone in the flesh, and he deeply regrets
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having left such a goodly dwelling-place. Formerly it was 
no light thing that could move h im ; his actions were the 
result of mature deliberation. Now, alas ! he is at the mercy 
of the slightest breeze ; a puff of wind sends what is left of 
his one-time highly respected person tumbling heads over 
heels in all directions. If he had anything to see with, it 
would soothe his offended dignity to observe countless 
millions of spirits in the same predicament— bishops braying 
their spiritual heads against clowns and cardinals— all 
seeking their way to heaven. How this bewildered spirit 
would rejoice if he had only something to hold on to, or a 
little ballast to keep him right side up.

He hasn’t even the power to ask a question. Discussion is 
not allowed. Thus unable to get any information from his 
fellow spirits and lacking the power to investigate, he begin, 
to long for the resurrection. His former self-esteem, conceits 
and pride are of no value to him. His “  weary, Bin-sick 
soul ” is a burden to h im ; he sometimes wonders how it is 
some spiritualistic medium doesn’t require him to do seme 
table-rapping. He would give up all his hopes of future 
glory to have the privilege, if but for one occasion only, of 
describing his late grandmother or performing a few amateur 
conjuring tricks at a spiritualist meeting. It would be a 
most welcome diversion. But that, too, he finds is a fraud. 
Disappointed on every hand, he concludes to rely on the 
chance of an early resurrection.

In view of the difficulty of resurrecting bodies that do not 
exist, it may be anticipated that some unlucky spirits will 
have to go unsupplied. That will probably lead to an undue 
scramble for bodies ; and inasmuch as no being but a spirit 
can fully realise what it is to be minus a body, the scene is 
likely to be a lively one. The competition will be keen ; the 
ungodly gutter-snipe will contend with the stately bishop, 
and very probably leave him outside. The contest will be 
open. What though the spirit be that of some worthy coal 
dealer and class leader— yea, though he were a defunct 
deacon or the editor of a Methodist paper— he will have to 
take his chance.

In those days the fact may perhaps dawn upon some of 
those wretched spirits that a good sound body is as precious 
and as much to be esteemed as a doubtful, unsubstantial soul.

The prospect and glory of some day becoming a dead 
Freethinker, unquestionably and thoroughly dead, is surely 
to be preferred to the mysterious fate of a helpless, hopelees, 
spirit, doomed to await a resurrection that may never come—  
with a faint chance of ultimately obtaining salvation in a 
decayed human body. J, M.

CHRIST'S WASTED LIFE.

’Tib said that Christ had power to cure disease,
To make afflicted creatures sound and sane,
To feed the poor, and banish grief and pain ;
A ll this, we read, he managed at his ease.
A  priceless pow’r 1 which surely he did use 
From morn till night, to bless his fellow men ;
But no, he used it only now and then,
And sometimes though requested did refuse !
Wbat man, to-day, i f  blest w i t h  Buch a pow’r,
Would not make haste therewith to bless his race ? 
Ilis healing zeal would circle time and space 
To cure afflicted thousands ev’ry hour !
A  gifted man who can, but does not save—
Whose pow’r to cure is greater than his w ill;
Who holds from bleeding hearts his healing skill—
Is kin to him who digs his victim's grave !
In all enlightened lands of ev’ry clime.
The measure of a healing gift unused,
A guilty measure is of good abused ;
Directly as the talent, is the crime.
So, Christ, who had the pow’r a thousand times,
And yet, withal, did cure but two or three,
Instead of all that Pity’s eye could see,
Was thereby guilty of unnumbered crimes.
If much shall be required of him to whom 
Is given much, Christ’s heartless waste of pow’r,
That could, but did not, thousands cure each hour, 
Shall sink his worthless soul to deepest doom I

0 . L. Mackenzie.

Rector: "A re  you denying yourself anything during 
Lent ? ”  Mrs. Lakeside : "  Indeed I am. I ’m putting off 
getting a divorce until after Easter.”

NATIONAL SEODLAR SOCIETY.

T he monthly meeting of the Executive was held at the Hall 
of Science on May 25, Mr. Foote in the chair. Present: 
Mies Vance, Mrs. Thornton Smith, Messrs. Moss, Reynolds, 
Smith, Standring, Wheeler, Forder, Brumage, Ivatts, Killick, 
Hunt, Warren, Bater, Samson, Wehrle, Roger, Hartmann, 
Quinton, Larkin, and Jones, secretary.

The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed, also 
minutes of the Organisation Committee. The financial state­
ment for the year was presented.

An application to form a Branch in Pendlebury was 
granted, subject to there being no reasonable objection on the 
part of the Manchester Branch. An application from the 
London Secular Federation for a grant of money to carry on 
the outside lecturing work was met by a suggestion from the 
President to grant £10. Mr. Bater proposed, and Mr. Wheeler 
seconded, that £10 be granted ; carried. Mr. Killick pro­
posed, and Miss Vance seconded, that the President’s report 
be sent by post to members of the Executive.

Mr. J. Samson then moved the following resolution : “ That 
a committee of inquiry be appointed by the Executive of the
N.S.S. to ascertain whether the London Hall of Science was 
morally secured for the use of the Freethought party for 
thirty years or other term of years dating from 18G8.”

The resolution was seconded by Mr. S. Hartmann, and 
strongly supported by Mr. 0. J. Hunt. Mr. Bater advised 
the Executive to pass it over till next year. Mr. R. 0. Smith, 
before the resolution was put, desired to say a few words. 
Many statements, he said, had been made about him during 
the past nine months, but in no meeting of any kind had he 
said anything till now. He welcomed the appointment of 
the committee in order that the accusations made against 
him might be substantiated or withdrawn. For himself, as a 
man and as a vice-president of the Society, he confidently 
awaited the result.

The President deplored the raising of this matter after a 
lapse of twent- three years, and after the death of Mr. Brad- 
laugh. Ho tiled upon the Executive to witness that he had 
done his best to prevent the stirring up of ancient water, and 
so far as was possible, even now, he should pursue the same 
policy. But as the resolution was moved, seconded, and 
supported by those who were hostile to the Hall of Science 
scheme— by those who had not worked with him as closely a3 
they might—he would not oppose it nor oven hinder it. 
Those who moved in this matter must now take the responsi­
bility.

The resolution was carried by 13 to 1.
Mr. Hunt proposed that five form the committee ; Mr. 

Hartmann seconded. Mr. Bater proposed three, Mr. Wheel«*1 
seconded. Five was carried. The President proposed Mr- 
J. M. Robertson as a member of the committee, Mr, li. 0. 
Smith seconded, and added that he would only voto in tbi* 
instance; carried. Mr. Foote proposed Mr. Q. Anderson. 
Mr. Roger seconded ; carried. Mr. Moss proposed Mr. G. J  
Ilolyoake, Mr. Killick seconded ; carried. Mr. Hartmann 
proposed Mr. Samson, Mr. Hunt seconded; carried. Mr- 
Roger proposed Mr. Brumage, Mr. Forder seconded; carried- 
It was agreed that the President should sit ex officio on the 
committee, bat take no part in drawing up its report.

The President, in dismissing the Council for tho last tim3 
before tho Conference, thanked tho members for their go°^ 
attendance and assistance, and hoped, although they ha11 
their differences during tho year, they had not lost 
friendly feeling towards ono another.

Stanley Jones (Secretary)-

OBITUARY.
Died, on March 26, at 42D Pitt-street, Sydney, N 

Ebenezer Skinner, author of The Secular Guide, and 
many years an earnest worker in tho Freethought cause, f1 
was born at Guernsey, 22 March, 1837, and at the time of 1 
death was President of the Sydney Freethought Asiociat*0 
and chairman of tho Freethought Hall Company.

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Got your newsagent to oxhibit tho Freethinker in

window. .
(2) Got your newsagent to tako a few copies of tho Freeth"1 t

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to tako the c°V 
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or rnoro), and circulato it among J
acquaintances.
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SUNDAY OPENING OF MUSEUMS.

Last Sunday week nearly fifty members and friends of 
the Sheffield Secular Society demonstrated their apprecia­
tion of the opening' of museums on Sunday, by responding 
to the invitation of R. S. Wilson, Esq., the liberal-minded 
owner of Tuxford Hall, situated in the quiet, picturesque 
little town of Tuxford, Notts, about thirty miles from 
Sheffield. The object was the inspection of the extra­
ordinary collection of rare and antique specimens acquired 
hy Mr. Wilson during a period of many years. Carved 
0ah, paintings, old books, china, earthenware, antique 
costumes, and armory were prominent in a collection of 
such extent and variety as to constitute it a museum such 
as any individual in the community might be justly proud 
to own. The party were most cordially received by Mr. 
Wilson, who conducted them through the house. They 
then sat down to an excellent tea, afterwards strolled about 
the grounds and the town, and finished by taking part in a 
service which Mr. Wilson usually conducts for the benefit 
° ‘ his townsmen in his own private chapel. The service 
consisted of music, singing, short scientific and moral 
sudresses, and recitations, by a kindly and cultured lady 
who took the chair, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Law (o f Halifax), and 
lumbers of the party. The visitors will long remember 
their host as an example of human brotherhood in a man 

who dares to do his own thinking.”  W . A. L il l .

A  BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY.

T he Jew adores a bargain now.
And so he did of old,

Which caused much wrangling and delay 
Before our Lord was sold.

The buyers thought the price too high 
’Twould make a Christian weep 

To hear the cruel things they said 
In hopes to get him cheap.

But good old Judas would not budge,
And in this wise he spoke,

“  D’yer think I ’d sell Almighty Gawd 
If I weren’t stoney broke ?

He’s cheap as dirt at thirty bits,
The clo’ he wears is nice,

His coat that hasn’t got no seam 
Alone is worth the price.

If you gives me the sum I claims 
I bets my soul it pays,

For see %bat business you can do 
And in no end of ways.

Bupposo you runs a show for drinks,
The well is all you use.

Just scourge him and you’re right as rain 
For any kind of booze.

Or else you starts a supper rooms,
For fried fish, fresh and hot.

You gives him one and scourges him 
Until you gets the lot.

To sailor chaps you lends him out—
A very paying billet,

For when you wants to raise tbo wind 
You simply makes him still it.

You heals the sick, the blind, the lame,
For money in advance,

And if the owner pays you well 
No devil stands a chance.

The vivifying game ’ ud bring 
The shekels in a lump ;

Give him a corpse, you scourges him 
Until he makes it jump.

The widowers, and widows too,
You visits both their tribes,

And swears you’ll raise their dear lost loves 
Unless they give you bribes.

As showman you cin cart him round,
And charge the mugs a fee,

Then scourge him till he trots on ponds 
Or blasts some bloomin’ tree.”

When Judas ceased they paid his price,
And he decamped in haste ;

But when he learnt their nailing plans 
He cried “ What wicked waste.”

The matter preyed upon his mind,
His end is still a wonder,

For though he quietly hanged himself 
He somehow burst asunder.

E. H. B. Stephenson.

DECREPIT BIGOTRY.

T hings would appear to be in a rather serious condition in 
the Baptist denomination. At the meeting of the Baptist 
Union the other day it was deemed necessary to move with 
the utmost gravity a resolution calling upon the delegates 
present to affirm their continued belief in the deity of Christ 
and salvation through his atonement. This alarming action 
was due to the fact that some few weeks ago a rising young 
Liverpool minister— the Rev. 0. F. Aked, of Pembroke-street 
Baptist chapel— had the temerity to exchange pulpits for one 
Sunday with the Rev. R. A. Armstrong, the well-known 
Unitarian minister (now of Liverpool, formerly of Notting­
ham), an able man and a former opponent on the platform 
of the redoubtable Charles Bradlaugh. To an outsider the 
temporary exchange of pulpits would appear a very harmless 
proceeding. Mr. Armstrong was debarred from speaking on 
any theological topic, while the Baptist parson was to be 
allowed to spout to his heart’s content on his own subject and 
convert his Unitarian audience if he could. This seems to 
have been a good business move for the Baptists, but some 
of the bigwigs of the denomination took a different view of 
the matter. Whether seriously afraid for the stability of 
the Baptist Church, or a little jealous of the rising reputation 
of the reverend delinquent whoso breadth of toleration, fcrce 
of character, and advertising genius have put him in front of 
the respectable and plodding patriarchs— we do not pretend 
to decide. Anyway, the Rev. C. Williams moved, and Rev. 
F. B. Meyer seconded, a resolution calling upon the assembled 
divines to re-affirm their belief in the godhead of Christ, and 
to condemn any and every association with those who denied 
it. This brought Mr. Aked to bis feet, and he defended 
himself with warmth and vigor. He claimed as firm a belief 
in the divinity of Jesus as any present, and stated that the 
cordial admiration be entertained for Mr. Armstrong and the 
warm personal friendship between them inspired his action 
in exchanging pulpits, and that he was not prompted in any 
way by insidious designs on the orthodox Baptist creed. It 
all appears to us to be another version of “  Much Ado about 
Nothing ” ; but it proves that religious bigotry is still alive 
and kicketh, but with about the same power as that of a 
superannuated donkey. R. B. H ithebsay.

NAPOLEON’S RELIGION.
Mrs. Abell, in her interesting Recollections o j Napoleon, 

tells how she asked him, when at her father’s house at Saint 
Helena, why he adopted Mohammedanism in Egypt. She says 
(p. CO): “ I at once came out with the question in my 
Anglo-French, ‘ Pourquoi avez vous tourne Turque ? ’ He 
did not at first understand me, and I was obliged to explain 
that * tourné Turque ’ meant changing his religion. He 
laughed and said, ‘ What is that to you ? Fighting is a 
soldier’s religion ; I never changed that. The other is the 
affair of women and priests ; quant à moi, I always adopt the 
religion of the country I am in.’ ”

Dealer: “  Are those old books you have to soil in good 
condition?”  Merritt: “ Oh,  yes they are nearly all 
religious.”

The Minister’s Wife (to industrial scholar) : “ Eliza Jane, 
I ’m sorry to hear from your schoolmistress you are not
diligent at your needlework. You know who it is finds 
work for idle hands to d o ? ”  Eliza Jane (intensely anxious 
to propitiate): “ Yes’m ; Pleaso’m, you do.”

A popular official once went fishing with a clergyman. 
Bites were plentiful, but tho official seemed to get them 
all. The clergyman waited patiently, and at last was 
favored with a nibble. Then the line parted, and his 
hopes and a part of his fishing tackle vanished simultaneously, 
lie said nothing for almost a minute, and then, turning to 
his friend, remarked, “ John, if my early education had 
been neglected, what do you suppose I should say now ? ”
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SUNDAY M EETINGS.
[Noticet of Lectures, etc., mutt reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.'] 
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8.15, 
entertainment and dance. Monday and Tuesday at 8, social 
gatherings. Wednesday at 8, dramatic class (few members wanted). 
Thursday at 8, committee meeting.

Bethnal Green — Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road: 
Saturday, June 4, at 7.30, dancing class (6d.) Sunday at 5.30, 
public tea (6d.); 7.30, free concert and dance.

Camberwell— 81 New Church-road, 8 .E .: 7.30, H. Snell, “ Is 
Civilisation Due to the Cross ?”

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C .: 7.30, Touzeau Parris, 
“ The Holy Spirit.”

West Ham— Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: 6, tea and 
social gathering.

Open-air Propaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, A. Guest, “ Paley’s Evidences of 

Christianity ” ; 7, C. J. Hunt, “ Christianity and Slavery.”
Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11.15, C. Cohen 

will lecture.
Camberwell— Station-road: 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ God's Favor­

ites.”
Clerkemvell Green: 11.30, C. J. Hunt, “ Christianity and 

Slavery.”
Columbia-road (near Columbia Market), Hackney-road; It .15,

S. H. Alison will lecture
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. Cohen will lecture. 
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, J. Rowney will 

lectuie; 3.30, F. Haslam, “ Mahomet and his Bible.” 
Hammersmith (corner of The Giove): Thursday at 8, a lecture. 
Hamuiersmith-bridge (Middlesex side): 6.3u, W . J. Rams-y, 

“  Glad Tidings of Great Joy.”
Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11,30, C. Durrant, “ The God 

of the Bible.”
Kilburn—Salisbury-road (near Queen’s Park Station): 6.30, 

J. Fagan, “ Mirac es.”
Kimsland Green (near Ball’s Pond-road): 11.30,E. Calvert, “ Is 

the Old Testament a Divine Record ?”
Lambeth—New Cut (near Victoria Hall): 11.30, a lecture. 
Leyton (op^n space near Vh-.arage-road, High-road): 11.30, R. 

Rosetti, “ The Bible and Science.”
Midland Arches (nea Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, a lecture.
Mile End Waste: 11.30, W. Heafurd, “ Pious Bogies and 

Bogiemen.”
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, W .J . Ramsey, “ The Forty Days’ Fast." 
Plaistow Green: 11.30, H. Snell, “ Christian and Pre-chris:ian 

Civilisation ”
Regent’s Park (near Gloucester.gate): 3.30, H. Courtney, “ Com­

mon prayer and Pray-ers.”
Tottenham (corner of West Green-road): 3.30, a lecture.
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15. C J. Steinberg will 

lecturej 3.15, W. Heaford, “ Christianity and Secularism Com- 
pared.”

Walthamstow—Markhouse Common: 6,30, W . Heaford, “ Rea­
son and Revelation.”

Wood Green—Jolly Butchers-liill: 11.30, F. Haslam, “ W hy I 
am a Secularist.”

COUNTRY.
Hull —  St. George’s Hall, 6 Story-street, Alhion-street: 6.30, 

entertainment.
Liverpool— Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street: 7, Mr. Smith,

“  Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live (Exodus xxii. 18).”
Manchester N. S. S., Secular Hall, Rusliolrne-road, Oxford.road, 

All Saints’ : 6.30, Lawrence Small, B.Sc., < From Christianity to 
Atheism ” (free).

Newcastle-on-Tyne — Lovaine Hall, St Mary’s-place: N.8.8. 
Conference, morning, 10.30 ; afternoon, 2 30; public meeting a' 7.

Nottingham— Secular Hall, Beck-street: 7, W , D. Mncsiccar 
will lecture.

Plymouth— 100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Sheffield Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: 7, musical and 

other recitals, singing, etc.
Open-air Fropaoanda.

Hull—Corporation Field : 3, a lecture.
Manchester — Stephenson-square j 3, Lawrence Small, B.Sc., 

‘ Origin i l Man.”

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without G d or King, by the Systematic 

Worshipof Humanity.” Newcastle.on-Tyne, Church of Humanity, 
St, Mary’s-place. Service and addresses on Positivism every 
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.

L E <JT U ItE US’ EN (i A G  EM EN TS.
Touzeau Parris, 28 Rivercourt-road, Hammersmith, London,

W .—June 5, Hall of Science. _______
H. S nell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich. — June 5,~e7, Camberwell j 

12, m., Wood Green j a , Finsbury Park j 19, in., Battersea; a ,  
Kilburn j 26, m , Camberwell.

O. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W-—
June to Sept., all mornlntf booked. _________________________

A rthur B. moss, *4 Credon-road, Kottierhithe, Loudon. ¡s.E. 
— June 5, m., Camberwell j 12, Olerkenwell; 19, m., Hornsey, 
July 3 ,m., Camberwell ; 10, Clerkenwell j 17, m.( Westminster; 
24 to 31, Annual Tour. Aug. 7, Camberwell; 14, Southampton j
21, Westminster. ______________________

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, H.— J 
5, m., Bethnal Green; e., Edmonton; 12, m. and a., Victoria 
Park; e., Edmonton; 19, m., Mile End; a., Regent’s Park; e., 
Edmonton; 26, ni., Battersea; a., Victoria Park; e., Waltham­
stow.

S am Standring, 106 Oxford-road, All Saints’ Manchester.— 
June 5, Newcastle; 12, Rochdale; 19, Manches;er; 26, Chester. 
Mondays, Manchester; Thursdays, Pendlebury.

C. J. tiTEiNRERG, 103 Mile End-road, E.— June 5, m., Victoria 
Park ; 12, m., Columbia-road ; 19 m., Lambeth; 26, m., Victoria 
Park. July 10, m., Columbia-road; 17, m., Lambeth; 24, m.,
Bethnal Green; 31, a., Finsbury P a r k . __________________.

S. II. A lison, 52 Chant-street, Stratford, E.—June and July, all 
mornings booked; June 12, e., West Ham. Aug. 7, m. and e.< 
Chatham; 14, m., Bethnal Gre  ̂n ; e., Walthamstow; 21, m-i
Victoria Park; 28, m., Wood Green. _______________________ _

J ames H ooper, 11 Upper Eldon-street, Sneinton, Nottingham.—
June 5, N.S.8. Conference; 12, Nottingham. July 11, Hull.______
~ "T.~T iiurlow, 34 Wetherell-road, South Hackney. —  June 19, 
July S, Aug. 14, Sept. 11, mornin-s, Kingsland Green; May 29,
e., June 12, e., and June 26, m., W a l t h a m s t o w ._____________

STANLEr Jones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. — June 5, 
Conference; 12, m., Kingsland Green; 19, e., Battersea. July 
17, m, Kingsland Gre n. Aug. 7, e., Hammersmith; 28, m., 
Lambeth

NOW  READY.
NEW SPRING and SUMMER PATTERNS in SUITINGS, 

TROUSERINGS, and LADIES’ DRESS MATERIALS.
All at a Reasonable Price. Satisfaction Guaranteed.

Terms Cash. Terms Cash.

s p e c i a i T T T n e s .
Light Fawn Beige, 24 inches wide, 8d. per yard.
Light Fawn Caslnncre, 14 inches wide, 9d. per yard (slightly 

imperfect).
Light Cardinal Cashmere, 44 inches wido, 9d. per yard (slightly 

imperfect).
Black and Navy Serges, for dresses, 42 inches, Is. 4d., Is. 6d.

and Is. 8d. per yard.
Tweed Suit Lengths, 12s. each.
Tweed Trousers Lengths, 5s. 6d. each.
Black Serge Suit Lengths, 12s. Gd. each.
Beautiful Black Figured Capo Cloth, all wool, 50 inches wide, 

3h. 3d. per yard.
I will send patterns of any of the abovo lots on receipt of 

stamped addressed onvelope.

J. W. GOTT, 36 VILLIERS ST., BRADFORD.
Works by G. W. Foote.

Tho Grand Old Book 
A Reply to the Grand 
Old Man. An Exhaus­
tive Answer tothe Bight 
Hon. W . E Gladstone’s 
Impregnable Rock of Uoly 
Scripture.

1 0

Bound in cloth 1 0
Is Socialism Sound ? ... 1 0

Four Nights' Public De.
hate with Annie Besant.
Bound in cloth 2 0

Christianity& Secularism 1 0
Four nights’ Public De-
hate with the Jtcv. Dr.
James McCann.
Bound in cloth 1 0

Darwin on God ... 0 6
Bound in cloth 1 0

Reminiscences of Charles
Bradlaugh 0 c

Infidel Death-Beds 0 8
Bound in cloth l 3

Letters to tho Clergy ... 1 0
Defence of Free Speech 0 4

Three Hours’ Address to
flie Jury before Lord
Coleridge.

The Bible God ... 0 2
Letters to Jesus Christ... 0 4
Philosophy of Secularism 0 3
Atheism and Morality ... 0 2

Christianity and Progress 0 
Rep y to Mr. Gladstone. 

Mrs. BcBant’s Theosophy 0 
A Candid Criticism. 

Secularism & Theosophy 0 
Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 

Tho New Cagliostro ... 0 
Open Letter to Madame 
Blavatsky.

Tho Folly of Prayor ... 0 
Tho Impossible Creed ... 0 

Open Letter to Bishop 
Magee on the Sermon on 
the Mount.

Salvation Syrup, or Light 
on Darkest England ... 0 
A Reply to General Booth 

What Was Christ? ... 0 
A Reply to J. 8. Mill.

Tho Shadow of tho Sword 0 
A Moral and btatisiical 
Essay on War.

Royal Paupers ... ... 0
Tho Dying Atheist ... 9 
Was Jesus Insane ? ... 9
Is the Biblo Inspired?... 0 

A Criticism of t.uxMundi- 
Bible Romances (revised) 9 

double numbers ... 9 
Bible Heroes (1st series) 1 
Biblo Heroes (2nd serios) 1 

Both comjrfcte, in cloth

INGERSOLL, ROBEHT G.
Some Mistakes o f Moses. Tho only comploto edition 

in England. Accurato as Colenso, and fascinating 
as a novel. 132pp. ... ... ... _

Superior edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 
Defence o f Frecthought. A five hours’ speech at tho 

Trial of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy ...
Reply to Gladstone. Willi a Biogruphy by J.M.Wheolor
Rome or Reason? A Reply to Cardinal Manning •
Crimes against Criminals
Oration on W alt Whitman
Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paine
True Religion
The Three Philanthropists ... ...
Love the Redeemer ... ... ... •••
W hy am I an Agnostic ? Parts I. and II., each
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L IS T  OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

W. H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW  CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The strike of a Sex-; or, Woman on Strike against the Male 
Sex for her “ Magna Charter,”  the absolute ownership of her 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published; 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 

. the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.
■theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Besant.

Post free 2d.
"2xual Physiology for the Young; or, Science in Story.

By Dr. Foote. *50pp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Should be read by every young person. Post tree 

— 2s 3d.
*he Elements of Social Science. The most complete work 

°n sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
aflult. Pound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d. 

the Radical Remedy in Social Science; or Borning Better 
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con- 

« cePtion. liy Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id. 
ver-P?puia|;ion; a Lecture delivered for the Sunday Lecture 

Society, under the title “ The Law of Population: its Mean- 
p, ,ln” and Menace.” By John M. Robertson. Post free 2Jd. 

lam Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u.s.a.) em­
bracing medical common sense. 909pp., with 200 illustrations.

-C osts«  a, The Gauss. Prevention and Care of Disease—The Food wo 
at xho Liquids wo Drink—The Atmosphere wo Live in—The Clothes we 

Habits of Children and Youth—Bad Habits of Manhood and 
t Womanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to have Healthy Babies—Private 
0I“'  to Men—History of Marriage, etc. 

the book is carefully ;tnd thoughtfully written in plain
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
■No parent should be without this book. Useful for every- 

Dr 'p r®t®renoe. Post free 6s.
• Foote’s Handbook of Health, comprising information of 

the utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp., 
post i,.®6 1„. ldr

6 .Wife’s Handbook : How a Woman should order herself 
curing Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery ; 
'"’dh Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
gaiters of importance necess try to be known by Married 

Ea 1 0men- By Dr. II. A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d. 
ar*y Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 

t le Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2)d.

The Over-Growth of Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William Lant Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status of Women- By A . Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and Writings of T. R. Malthus, by 0 . R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post free 2d. 
A  splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed 
by Malthusian3. Post free 2d.

♦Married Life— Comfort or Misery ? A  dialogue and splendid
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai. 
thusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded Life— As it is, and as it should be. By Mary Sowden. 
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

♦What do we Women Want? By Jane Hume Clapperton,
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it ? By Geo. Stand­
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Post
free  2d.

The Right to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By 0 . Bradlaugb, M P. Post free lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll's Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of the Cnnstian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A  thorough exposition of Scientific
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A  Crusade against Poverty. The 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd. 

Malthusian Leaflets— A  packet will be sent, on receipt of 
postage, to-airy person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A  complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.
f i T  To those willing to assist our propaganda l  shall he pleased to 
send eighty copies o f  either o f  the pamphlets marked (»), or assorted, 
post free  on receipt ofSs.

national secular hall society
(Iai<»Dorat (LIMITED).

Wod nn6er 33 and -10 VIo , cap. 45, Act 1876.)
q  W — Chairman i

” • ” ootk, 14 Clerkenwell-green, 
London, E C.

Geouok . . .  Directors:
, NpnRs°N 35a Great George-street,

W.Con*tminster.B-W.
Q, J. it 112 Canonbury-road, N.
W. ji U0akk, Eastern Lodge, Brighton. 

Cross, U-u-e, New

?• P. s im !'' ,fir B i(1 ge-road, Hornsey, N.
G. Stani I , ’ 27°  CRy.road, E.C.

‘N0> 7 aiul o Finsbury-street, E.C. 
R. Pn„ 77on- Secretary :

UKK> 2s Stonecutter-street, E.C. 
Hil.r, or H,.. Registered Office :

‘N0B, 142 Ohl.street, London, E.C.

?.n 'PplIcaUnn^I, Payable ns follows:—3s. 6:1
ca'l« o i,n allotment, and In sub. 

tw0 ttionih.?' mRy i)0 found neceiumry,
4? ? tlc® ouch call. 

l.eRocictv onG Object.
.iv.1*»« nio«t to llH hn* power*
S ‘n 'h. f " P ^ a l i o n i  ll.at may l,o pna- 

fT'®cular , rVr 1 «recilon and maintenance 
»haii‘,of ‘h. 8«. «tv'i’i;'0," tli*. Provinces,of a  10 olitfibl« mm I  M Cnrr* that no member

k® National hnr P r,!ptor union* bo i* o member W  Secular Society.
Y^^e PBlChft«« OlUFCT.
fe y o n  E.o*“ n i }?• IlHl1 »t  Sel.no«,14iOId-»tr«et. 

•cla*« Soouluw ' converelun of the *amo into a oiur Hun und Institute.
rit.e to the Secretary for 

___  ■APPlication Forms,

S ocialism SOUND ?
11 m ltevort o f  AV..._ ___ i ,.i r. , .

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
Should be in the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. 11. A. A llbutt and others; and 
valuable information on matters of import­
ance necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of tlieUnited Kingdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON.M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC &  HYGIENIC DEPT.)

CO Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mr*. Be*ant in ”  I«aw of PopuA. 
tion," page 82. and Dr. AUbatt in “  Wife’ * Hand­
book,”  pn^a 61. Made nolely by J Pui.lfn, 15 Chad- 
well.*treet, (Jlerbenwell: 2*. do*.. po*t froo( reduction 
in lartfer quantity*). For particular!« *cnd «tamped 
envelope. UifffflneoTj'r Syringe, with Vertical and 
llever*e Current, 8». 6d. 4*. fid. and 6*. fid. Dr. 
Palfrev * Powder, 1*. 2d Quinine Compound, 1». 2d. 
Dr. AUbutf* Quinine Powder*, 3*. do*. All price» 
pout free.

W . J .  Rendell
15 Chadwcll SLreet, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the ** Angel.”

l 'E B

. FRESH SUPPLY.

FREETHINKER”  TRACTS
6dner hundred. Post free 7d.

One Thousand Carriage Fret.
1. SalvaLion by FaiLh (IngerBoll)
2. DeaLh of Adam (Nelson)
3. Eible Blunders (Footo)
4. Bible and TeetoLalism (Wlicoler)
6. Bible Harmony (Holy Gliost)
fl. Which is the Safe Side ? (Foote)
7. Voltaire’s Death-Bed
8. The Parson’s Creed (vorso)
9. Prophecy Tested (Ball)

10. Christianity & the Family (Ingersoll
11. Thomas Paine’s Death-Bed
12. Shelley’s Religion
13. J. S. Mill on Christianity
14. A Golden Opportunity (Facetious)
15. Darwin’s Religious Views 
1(5. Atheists and Atheism
17. Good Friday at Jerusalem
18. Parsons on “  Sm ut” (Footo)
19. Mrs. Eve (Footo)
20. New Testament Forgeries (Wlioeler)

New Works and New Editions by 
Charles C. Cattell.

•‘ Man of the Past,” 6d.j “ Against Chris­
tianity,” 6(1.; “ Religion of this Life," 2d.; 
“ Second Coming of Jesus,” 2d.; “ C. Brad- 
laugh,” id.; Collected Essays and Lectures, 
Is.- “ Thoughts for Thinking, from all 
At’es," Is. London; Watts and o., John- 
son’s-court. (An early application solicited 
by the Author.)

FAMILY JP IT  MR. FOOTE’S PORTRAIT
ANNIE BESANT

PTfrn,.- W- FOOTE.
0N E  S H ILLIN G .

iT—  r Sdxtxon, m Cloth, Two Shillings.
O ccu r  -  -----------------------
dL - ^ V I N O 0 ^TOO nUNISIIED FOB
P8Dc«, Q wMAr N 7 OHILDEENP Fonr-

u. W. F. UlngÛBbôr, L«oU».

Is. 6d. per dor,., pof1 ^ree.
For farther Partloalar. .end »tamped directed 

•aralop, to
Aj MOSS, 38 Upper Park Street,

WLINQTOH, LONDON, K

B y  A M  B Y .
Cabinet Size. One Shilling.

Post free, carefully packed, Is. Id.

T °  MABBIED 1 KOPLE.—An enlarged Illustrated 
L-lst of Malthnelan Appllanc, s will ho forwarded 

ny return of post on rocolpi of Sd. In stamp».— 
Address, Day«», Chemist, loi 1‘urk-lano Leeds. |

^ÍPERIAL 8IZE. VERY FINS.
TH R E E  SHILLINGS.

Post frtt, 8s. Mi,



368 The Freethinker, June 5 , 1892,

FOR SALE, CHEAP.
2,000 DOZEN OF CLARET

(MEDOC).

I2s. pep dozen, Ccarriage Paid, in Carter Paterson’s district; by rail at the
expense of purchaser.

TERMS— CASH W ITH  ORDER, TO

R. 0. SMITH, WINE MERCHANT,
9 W ALBROOK, C IT Y .

THE GRAND OLD BOOK "
A Reply to the Grand Old Man.

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W . E. Gladstone’s “  Impregnable Rock o f Holy Scripture.”
CONTENTS : Preface— Preliminary V iew— The Creation Story— The Fall of Alan— The Psalms— The Mosaic Legislation 

— Corroborations of Scripture— Gladstone and Huxley— Modern Scepticism.
Paper Covers, One Shilling: In Cloth, Eighteenpence.

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED P
A n Essay by A U S T IN  B IE R B O W E R  ( Member o f  the Chicago Bar).

PRICE ONE PENNY.

AN ORATION ON W ALT WHITMAN
BY

COL. R. G. ING ER SOLL.
PRICE T H R E E P E N C E . PR ICE T H R E E P E N C E .

HENRY A. ROGERS,
GENERAL HOUSE FURNISHER, 

Glass, China and Earthenware Dealer, 
45a FOLEY S T R E E T

AND
138 WESTMINSTER RD., Liverpool.

Stocks Purchased for Cash to any amount.

200 W R IN G IN G  M A C H IN E S
To be Sold Cheap. All Prices.

Wo recommend our “  Standard M Machine, noted 
for strength of frame, thickne»* and durability of 
rollers. The best machine in the market. Holler* 
24in bv Cin. Lignum Vitro (bottom), Reduced to 
£2 12s. 6(1. Usually sold at £3 tin 6d.

SPECIAL OFFER to HEADERS of this Paper.— 
I will *end one Carriage Free to any address in the 
United Kingdom

SPE0I\L OFFER to N. S. S. Branch Secretaries 
and Treasurers. -I will allow to Branch Secretaries' 
and Treasurer*, or to any twj persons whom the} j 
may ncmina'e, a discount of 7s Cd off one machine 
each. I will also allow a discount of 3s. to all whom 
they may certify as widows or persons in poor cir­
cumstances.

MUSIC STOOLS,8s. 1 Id., 10*. 6d.and 13s.6d. 
Carriage fr^e. Less than wholesale prices. , 

Please send P.O.O ., with correct name and address. 
—

C E R T A I N *  S A T I S F A C T I O N .  
NUMEROUS TESTIMONIALS.

Mr. Chas. Doeg, Sec. Liverpool Branch N. 8. 8., 9 
Cromwell-terrace, Garden-lane, Liverpool, will be 
pleased to answer any inquiries as to the bona fide*, 
o f the above advertisement.

OUR SPECIALITIES.
t h o u s a n d s  o f  t e s t i m o n i a l s .
G k.NTs’ ISISH  C/AMBR1C HAJiDKEKCIlIEfS, 3S. 6(1. 
per dozen; Ladies, 2s. 6d.; Hemstitched 
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money 
returned if not approved. Table and Bedj 

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,

2t BLANSUAIID STREET, MANCHESTER.

Every Freethinker should read
" T h e  Bible and Evolution."

By Arthur B Moss.
Cheap Edition ONE SHILLING.

As interfiling as a welJ.told tale The “ Free­
thinker”  says: “ '1 he matter is good and the sty.« 
is bright The reader is carried along on an e**»} 
flowing s ream of science, history ethics and common 
ssnse.” The late Charlas Bradlaugh, Mr. Char es 
Watts and other leading Freethinker» spoke well of 
it. In the press, by same author, “  Christianity and 
Evolution. —Iforder. Btonecutter-street; Watts and 
Co., 17 Johnson’ s.court.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol . I. For Postal'

Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exerci»e; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black­
heads and Pimple-; Nervousness; Ujnghsand Colds ; 
Chfst Complaints; Deafness; Thread worms; Long 
Worms; Tape Worms; Tholtch ; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. II. O f the Author, 

f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on; The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; 'Ihe Beef Toa 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Toa Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the thin;  for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Moasles, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumouis, 
eta.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VOL. III. Post f r e e  from  

Author, f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.
1  ̂contains articles on : Health and Wealth ; No 

More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity tut Pure Air.aLd 
How to Get I t ; The Management of Young Children; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of F acing ; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods; Bumpers; Unsuipecieu Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge 
Wholemeal Broad, to Breath) Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I Live, to Live 100 Years, to1 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Causo and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Btomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Ve'ns, Boils and Csrbunc<es, Sabsceou* 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, Winter Cough, Chil­
blains, and on tho Diseases Produced by taking J 
Mercury.

“  Hygienic Medicine. ” —For postal Order for Is. Id, 
An Eye opener to Drug Takers.

**Rheumatism.” —Its Cauto and Cure, xost Free 
for 7d.

•* Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
"  Consumption Its Naturul Cure Poet Free 7d. 
“ Three Pamphloti to Young Mon.” —13 stamps.

All the abov. can be got from 
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 S panish  P lace, 

M anchester Squ are , L ondon, W.
Plea*© men*Pm this paper ]

STANTON, the People s Dentist, 333 Strand (oppo­
site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULOANiTE. 

2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality. 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hou ► 
whan required, repairing or alterations in two hour.-*. 
If you pay more tbxn ihe above they ure fancy 
charges. Teeth on plaiiv.um 7s. 0d. each on IHc. 
gold 13s, stooping 2s. 6J., extraction 1*., painless b> 
gas, 6k.

LONDON DEPOT FOR
CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION.
Every Article sold here Produced in Co-operate® 
Workshops under conditions where Workers shaf® 
Profits and Management. ..

” 1 ngree that labor which labors for itself ft* 
as laboring for another, is better labor . . . .  
should bo encouraged ia every Held of labor.1' '  
l.harles Bradtaugh. speech in House of Cocunw119' 
April 22nd, 1890. .

Befuro purchasing elsewhere, try goods produC0̂  
under improved industrial methods, and effect » 
saving by getting reliable articles. na

Wo have our New Season's Mock of BCOTCB 
TWEEDS A WOOLLEN CLOTHS to select from. »1,a 
our Tailoring Department gives overy satisfaction. 

The lift of goods in stock Includes—
Boots ami Shoes o f  all kinds, hand and machi11 

made; Hosiery ami Shirts, Thibet Fancy arl<* 
Cotton Skirting ami Skirls. Ladies* Costurt**' 
Cloths, Harris Tweeds, Wool Cloakings, Shawh 
Scarfs, Flannelettes; Watches, Cutlery, Needlf*j 
Cabinet-making, Bass Brooms, Seeds, Nutrit'al 
Cocoa, etc.

Call ox write for prices and patterns.
30 HAUT STREET. BLOOMmBUUY, W.0.

(Near Britiah Museum).___________^

M ANCHESTER
FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING DEPOT,

106 OXFORD ROAD, ALL SAINTS.
Hem inow ay and W illock aro prepar0<: 
to deliver Freethought Papers and 
kinds of Literature to order. Colon« 
Ingersoll’s works, assorted package of ** 
pamphlets, post free, One Shilling. Ju* 
published, Sam Standring’s popular leC', 
ture, “  Christ on the Labor Question 
Id. each ; 9d. per dozen. _______,
CTREE r JUNKERS vl.ltlnii H,«tinfr«.
T- cheap and comfoTlablo Apartments, t houl1 £ . 
on M/s. Edward Orutienden, 12 RubhoII*811 
Hs-tings. Close to tea and rail. Jj*
r r o  FREETHINKERS, Ladies and 

requiring Superior Cut Garments at 
prices. First-class Stylo and Fit Guarau1®̂
H. Hamptov, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castle \jf
Three doers from Regent Street, ^Patron!*®4* 
tan i r** 'thin "-r- J  ̂ t
I I W W I I ‘ ' no Forms, H by °  „efi&
l U U U  good ruled pHper, nicely print®“ * 
carriage paid for 5*. 6d. Cash wiili order.
Card» 6». per 1000. E. Bunderland, Print®** 
merton.street. Bradford. Trade Society H o u * ^ ^
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