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‘ When men will not be reasoned out of a vanity, they 
must be ridiculed out of it.”

— Sin Eoqkr L ’Estranqk.

W IL L  C H R IST S A V E  U S ?

Christian Churches arc big firms in the soul-saving 
business. The principal of all these firms is a person 
'vho is said to have established the trade nearly nine
teen hundred years ago. Some sceptics have doubted 
bis very existence, but they are generally held to be 
pbstinately blind or wilfully captious. But in any case 
*t is indisputable that if Jesus Christ ever lived he 
died, and though he is declared to have risen from the 
dead, he is also said to have ascended into heaven. He 
13 no longer on earth, except in a theological or 
jnystical sense. The salvation business is carried on 
'W his agents, real or fictitious, appointed or self- 
dppointed. They charg e various rates, and issue 
diverse prospectuses. It seems impossible that the 
ou.nder of the business can authorise such contra

dictory advertisements or such various price-lists; 
nevertheless the many different firms, who all pretend 
t° be branches of the original house, and sometimes to 
bo the original house itself, arc all busy, and some do 
a faring, profitable trade.

koul-savm i^ as we have said, is the business o f 
these Christian establishments or branches. M any 

popple, however, are doubtfu l whether they have 
3oii]s p0 save, and they are not the least m oral and 
“ntelligent members o f  th e- human species. Science 
^  Joaving little room  fo r  souls in our econom y. 
Evolution shows a gradual line o f  developm ent from  

10 lowest to the highest orders o f life, and it is more 
llc* more difficult to see where the soul com es in. T he 

y,0ry  Churches, indeed, are beginning to appreciate 
. 'o grow ing indifference on this subject, and are 
■ suing manifestoes about their intention to save m en ’s 
° i€s as well as their souls. G eneral B ootli him self 
as obliged to follow  this line w h en ' he wanted to 

•use £ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  the prom otion o f his scheme o f
Salvation.

All these Christian establishments or branches profess 
bo powerless in themselves. Their strength and 

l t lc.aoy are derived. They do all things through Christ.
, y  .b °  w ho works in them. T h ey  vend salvation 

set th 'ne> 1̂0 *9 the patentee. W e  m ay therefore 
... i . n as*de, and deal with him, his recipe, its virtues, 

W  t?stini°n<als.
a e Y 111 consider, first, the disease for which he offers 
s cme r Ne *s SilV0 us> biit what is it he is to 

o us from 'l W e are told it is from sin, and its con
fluences. What then is sin ?
Miser8'11 *3 ° ^ encc against our fellow  men, inflicting 
or J i u 11! 1,1 t,lem  fo r  our °w n  interest or gratification, 
With, * din£  assistance when we m ight render it 
see l 1 b’ ^ a tc r  in jury  to ourselves, it is hard to 
nnrs 1CW Christ can save us from  it. B read lin e  

Ppears to be o f  little avail. D idactic m orality 
«  i a*ways been barren. M any a boy  has written 

mnesty is the best policy  ”  all down the length
No. 665.]

of his copy-book, and gone to the playground and 
sneaked another boy’s marbles. Have all the billions 
of sermons from the pulpit had any appreciable effect 
on the morale of human society ? But culture, wise 
conditions of life, examples of actual heroism, flashing 
utterances from the brooding depths of genius, an 
arresting picture, a pregnant poem, a story of love 
stronger than death, of virtue stronger than doom; 
these have improved and elevated men, and quickened 
the springs of goodness in millions of hearts.

Selfishness is the root of much evil. In the natural 
sense of the word it is the only sin. But how 
will Christ save us from selfishness? W e are told 
that he gave his life for us, and that should make 
us kind to our fellows, out of mere gratitude. He 
did not die for us, however; every man has to die 
for himself. If it be meant that he gave his life as an 
atonement to God, we reply that such a transaction is 
unintelligible. Jurisprudence does not allow one person 
to atone for another; and how can the suffering of inno
cence diminish the selfishness of guilt? Supposing Jesus 
Christ to be m e r e ly  a m a n , he cou ld  not hear the sins 
of the world upon his own shoulders. Supposing him 
to be God, does it not seem farcical for God to atone 
to himself, satisfy himself, pay himself, and discharge 
himself 1

Sin, in the form of selfishness, vitiates 'our" nature; 
its consequences afflict our fellow men ; and neither 
the interior mischief nor the exterior evil can be 
remedied by theological hocus-pocus.

Setting aside the huge improbabilities of the 
Crucifixion story, and treating it as substantially true, 
it is impossible to regard Jesus Christ as a real 
martyr. He died for no principle. lie was not 
called upon to renounce his convictions. The slightest 
exercise of common sense would have saved his life. 
His end was rather a suicide than a martyrdom. Ilis 
trial and execution are an incomparable tragic picture, 
which has made the fortune of Christianity ; but if wo 
allow reason to operate in the midst of terror and com
passion, we cannot fail to perceive that the tragedy 
involves no ethical lesson or heroic example.

W e are equally disappointed if we turn to the teach
ing of Jesus Christ. Nearly all his ethics have a 
selfish sanction. Future reward and punishment, the 
lowest motives to right conduct, are systematically 
proffered. Those who forsook family and property for 
liis sake were to receive a hundredfold in this life, and 
a still greater profit in the next life. “  Great is your 
reward in heaven ” was his highest incentive, except in 
occasional moments when lie was truer to the natural 
instincts of sympathy and benevolence. Not in such 
teaching is the cure for selfishness, but rather its in
tensification. A  finer spirit breathed in the Pagan 
maxim that “ Virtue is its own reward.”

Christ cannot save us from selfishness, because he 
appeals to selfish motives. Still less, if possible, can 
he save us from the consequences of selfishness. No 
man or god can do that. What is said is said, what is 
done is done. .The lie, the slander, the innuendo ; the 
harsh word, the malicious smile, the savage frown ; 
the fraud, the curse, the blow; these haye passed from
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effects into causes, and produce misery in ever-widening 
circles, as the stone dropped into a still lake produces 
an extending circle of ripple, whose vibrations continue 
when lost feo the perception of human eyes.

Even if we admit the blamelessness of Christ’s life, 
for the sake of argument, without laying stress on many 
great qualities that were lacking in his nature, it is 
impossible to regard him as our “ great exemplar,” 
and in that sense as our Savior. Regarded as 
God, he is beyond our imitation. W e have not 
his means, he had not our weakness. If he was 
“ tempted as we are, yet without sin,” he was not 
tempted as we are. The external solicitation, is 
powerless without the internal proclivity. Public- 
houses are the same to drunkards as teetotallers, 
yet they alternately attract and repel. On the 
other hand, if we regard Jesus as a man, how are we 
to imitate him then? Most of his life-story is mira
culous. We cannot cure the sick, give sight to the 
blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, or 
restore dead' sons and brothers to their mothers and 
sisters. Our powers and duties are more prosaic. W e  
want incentive and guidance as husbands and wives, 
fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, friends and 
citizens; and here the example of Jesus fails us as 
utterly as his teaching. G. W . FO O TE .

(To be continued.)

CH R ISTIAN ITY AND THE HEATHEN.

C onsidered  as a growth of earth, not a gift from 
heaven, as one of the many faiths that have from time 
to time embodied the superstitions and aspirations of 
man during the long ages of his development, Chris
tianity has undoubtedly a most conspicuous place. 
But as a divine revelation— which is what it claims 
to be— it is a failure. After eighteen hundred years 
but a small portion of the human family are believers 
in this one only divine religion. Mil! "ons have not 
even heard of i t ; multitudes know it only to reject it. 
The countries where it is nominally accepted consti
tute not one-fourth ot the population of the earth, and 
of these how few have ever investigated the creed in 
which they have been born and bred.

Considered in relation to other faiths, Christianity 
has neither the claim of highest antiquity nor of being 
the most modern improvement on past religions. 
Judaism, Parseeism, Brahmanism, Buddhism, Taoism, 
and Confucianism are all older. Islam, the religion 
of the Sikhs, and reformed Brahmanism are youngor.

When you have said a man is a Christian you have 
said nothing definite as to his character. The term 
is too general to convoy real information. Taken in 
its restricted meaning as implying those who take 
Christ n3 their example, it may safely bo said in all 
Christendom there is no Christian. The nearest ap
proach to one wo have heard of is the Russian Count 
Tolstoi, and he but for the restraining anti-Christian 
influence of his wife would have been ere this in the 
workhouse or lunatic asylum.

The honesty and sobriety of Mohammedans are 
proverbial. A  man cannot be a Mohammedan or a 
Buddhist and be a drunkard; but the Christian 
nations are the most drunken on the earth. Christian 
Europe forcing missionaries and opium on China, 
Protestants and Catholics fighting each other in their 
efforts to evangelise the native^ of Uganda, make an 
edifying picture for heathens ¿o contemplate. Wo 
can imagine the effect upon tho Moslems of India, 
who take such interest in their mosque in England, 
when they hear of the persecuting indignity put upon 
their fellow-worshippers at Liverpool last Friday, and 
reported in our “  Acid Drops ”  this week.

It would appear from a copy of a memorandum 
sent to China from our Foreign Office and published 
in the North China Daily News, that Lord Salisbury 
has found it necessary to give Christian missionaries 
in China some whelesomo advice to prevent them

from embroiling us in a war with the natives, as they 
are often likely to do. This memorandum “ recom
mends that orphanages and schools should be, as far 
as posable, open to public inspection ; and that Bible 
societies should refrain from circulating uncom
mented translations of certain books of the Bible, 
such as Joshua, Judges, Ruth, the Song of Solomon, 
etc., which contain passages easily open to misrepre
sentation if unexplained.”  That is to say, the word of 
God, left in its native grossness, is seen to be but a 
savage and indecent production by the Chinese, who 
are untrained in any superstitious reverence for it. 
The memorandum goes on to recommend that mis
sionaries shall not interfere in disputes between 
Christian and non-Christian natives. “  Finally, atten
tion is directed to the Consul’ s observation that the 
practice of unmarried female missionaries travelling 
in the company and under the protection of un
married male missionaries, however unobjectionable 
it may appear to those concerned, is incompatible 
with the Chinese views of decorum, and affords 
ground for scandal which gains publicity through the 
scurrilous pamphlets and placards circulated by the 
anti-Christian party.”  Lord Salisbury’s memorandum 
forms a noticeable comment on Christian methods of 
converting the heathen.

Some nations have doubled their population in less 
than twenty-five years. If Christianity had doubled 
its numbers only every century from the first five 
thousand with which it started according to Acts iv. 4, 
it should now have numbered far more than all the 
people in the world. Yet here are the Church Mis
sionary Society, the Society for Promoting the Gospel, 
and similar organisations boasting immense wealth, 
using every effort, yet bound to admit that the popu
lation of the heathen world, which on their theory are 
going headlong to hell, increase at a faster rate than 
their conversions.

It is strange, if Christianity is divine, that those 
who know it host, as for instance the Jews and Free
thinkers, reject it most decidedly. It succeeds only 
with tho lowest races. Converts aro made of Central 
Africans, South Sea Island savages, and tho aboriginal 
tribes of India. But educated Jews, Mohammedans, 
Confuciaus, Buddhists or Parsees are rarely or never 
brought to tho fold, even with the tempting induce
ments Christianity is ablo to offer by its lavish sub
scriptions for tho conversion of tho heathen.

Despite its enormous endowments, tho time, money, 
devotion and learning spent in its defence, despite its 
numerous sects adaptod to every variety of prejudice, 
despite the frauds porpetratod, tho battles fought, the 
massacres committed and tho laws enacted in its 
behalf, Christianity is decaying evon in tho countries 
which give it nominal adhorouce. France is hardly 
a Christian country. In Italy and Spain tho mon of 
light and leading aro Freethinkers. In Germany, 
Norway, Swoden and Donmark Christianity is under
mined and broken into a myriad discordant sects. 
Roundly speaking, a thousand million of oarth’s 
inhabitants aro still non-Christian. This is a poor 
result after tho trouble God wont to in coming to 
earth and gotting himself crucified.

J. M. W h e e l e r .

Jesus amongst tiie LonsTE« Cans.— Another instance of 
tho undoubted presence amongst us of Jesus O'.rist is ufforded 
by tho following announcement, which appeared last week, 
” ider the heading “  Births, Marriages ana Deaths,”  in the 
columns of our esteemed < "»^temporary Sheldrake's Aldershot 
Gazette, whose common-sense arguments on tho wretched 
“  Stir of Bethlehem ”  craze we alluded to seme time ago. 
Jesus Ohrist, amidst his peripatetic wanderings in tho neigh* 
borhood of Aldershot, happily seems to have dropped across 
the General Supply Stores at Ash. Very fortunately for the 
unostentatious person referred to in the undermentioned 
advertisement : “  In Memobiam.— In loving memory of Allé*1 
Chandler, who fell asleep in Jesus at General Supply Stores» 
Ash, Surrey, on May 2, 1891.”
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THE SECULAR W AR FAR E.

Secular advocacy not only involves the calm and 
dignified exposition of principles necessary to the 
nght performance of the daily duties of life, but it 
also demands a firm and persistent warfare against 
the errors and follies that have so long impeded the 
recognition and acceptance of progressive views. In 
our conflict with orthodox obstructionists we have to 
prevent, as far as possible, the advantages of the 
thoughtful Present from being counteracted by the 
legacies of a fanatical Past. W e  see too plainly the 
terrible mischief caused by adhering tenaciously to 
that worn-out theology which for ages perverted the 
judgment and disturbed the healthy condition of the 
reasoning powers of its adherents. It produced 
Within them an egotism born of an ill-balanced mind, 
^hich, in turn, became the parent of delusions and a 
self-sacrificed superiority to everything that did not 
come within the focus of their narrow mental vision. 
Ihus many men, excellent in their normal state,Iwere 
driven under the influence of their deteriorated men
tality into extremes unacceptable to the cultured 
^tellect of the nineteenth century.

True, this theological domination is now rapidly 
o .’ng ground within the domain of modern thought, 
"till, in our Secular propaganda, we are continually 
coming in contact with theological assumptions and 
gross misrepresentations protected by orthodox 
cowardice, and these are the evils against which we 
diust fight to the very last; for to ignore thorn would 
be to allow our opponents free scope to perpetuate a 
8ad and degrading influence over the thoughtless and 
superstitious portions of their victims. Perhaps no 
fallacy has been conceived and clung to with greater 
peuacity in theological circles than the notion that the 
lruprovemontwhich has taken placein the world during 
ju°dern times is to bo attributed solely to Christianity. 
■*-cis ig consummate assumption, theological audacity, 
and barefaced pandering to that ignorance and 
credulity which are tho offshoots of priestcraft and 
ecclesiastical falsification. Has no vitality emanated 
rotn the vast and prolific treasures of science, art, 

Philosophy, Commerce, genoral education and honest 
ecopticiam ? Are no trophies of success to bo laid at 
*J01r foot and ontwinod ajound their fertile forms ?

not some victories bo claimed for their 
j>rand and successive marches f Tho records of 

huían redemption emphatically say Y o s ; but tho 
jlthodox beliover, in tho name of his religion, says 

° ’ With him the vaporings of tho pulpit have been 
c ° ro influential than tho sober truths of tho study.

ompared with Christ, in his opinion Rogor Bacon, 
Bnfr r> ^'°Porn ĉusj Bruno nnd Galileo toiled and 
p cred comparatively in vain ; while Watt, Dalton, 
¡Tpestley, Black and oth ers labored for almost nought. 
p ’1? noblo efforts of Franklin, Jefferson, Voltaire, 

U'ne, Hone, Carlilo, Hothorington and Watson were 
rp ®light avail. Tho persistent services of Darwin, 
boo a^’ Huxley, Spencer and Clifford havo all 

°n only of secondary importance in advancing the 
°sont civilisation of tho world. How long will a 

cau?° theology blind its dovoteos to tho truth and 
rio to pervert tho facts of history and oxpe-
jjl n?° ** When will thoy hood tho lesson of tho 
pron° Us struggles of tho past— namoly, that tho 
an Sress ° f  a nation cannot fairly bo attributed to 
oj,y °no thing or period, but rather to a combination 
rac^ICUII,̂ aI1COS, au<̂  those of a non-theological cha- 
a„ er> which havo been in operation during many
C°nd^ctü?rm*n^, mou^ * n& and regulating human

Ja? !'tb0doxy to-day is as cowardly as it is arrogant, 
to b °  6ar^  ,days ° f  its history questions were allowed 
tea lu rch es by the hearers to tho

c~?rs, and thus some chance was given for olicit- 
S the truth. To-day no minister dares to follow

the custom of his predecessors. His pulpit is a castle 
into which no shot must be fired, and his so-called 
sacred building an entrenchment behind which he 
makes as cowardly an attack upon his enemies as a 
man who shoots another from behind a stone wall. 
But fortunately the people, and particularly the 
young, are beginning to see through this trick, and 
are learning to appreciate it accordingly. The clergy 
will have to come into the open field and carry on the 
warfare, or confess that they have not sufficient faith 
in their principles to defend them in the presence of 
an opponent. Occasionally, it is true, we find a 
minister or clergyman who has the courage of his 
opinions and who will cross swords with us on the 
platform, but he has to do so unsupported by other 
leading exponents of the Church. And even these 
very rare “  defenders of the faith ” will not discuss 
what they preach. Judging from our personal 
experience, not one of them can be induced to 
debate such cardinal questions of orthodoxy as tho 
Bible God, Infallibility of tho Scripture, the Existence 
of the Devil and Hell-fire. W hy is this f The ex
planation is that the ministers of all denominations 
are alike afraid to submit their teaching to the only 
crucible by which truth can be distinguished from error 
— which is free and open discussion. In their pulpits 
they make the most unfair, the most reckless and 
misleading statements regarding our principles, and 
they know, therefore, that an opportunity for contra
diction would be fatal to the acceptance of their 
oracular utterances.

Not only do these “  pillars of the Church ” mis
represent us and our teachings, but they place 
themselves in antagonism to liberal thought and 
independent action. The ipse dixit of Protestant 
clergymen is considered by some almost as authori
tative, and nearly as infallible, as the Bull of a Pope, 
and he who does not accept it is supposed to peril 
his soul’s eternal salvation. “  I  havo said it, therefore 
it must be so” —-sums up with them the whole 
business. And ho who is not satisfied with this 
questionable inode of dictation is in danger of being 
eternally confounded, not to use a stronger word. 
This is torriblo to think of when wo consider that the 
onormous power wielded by the clergy is in so many 
cases usod on the side of oppression and wrong. 
Liborty is a word which appears to be hateful to 
them, froodom to think thoir especial avorsion, and 
controversy a weapon of Satan. On every hand they 
try to curtail the rights of the people. Tho freedom 
of the press and free speech were wrung from them 
by unbelievers when the Church was powerless 
further to resist i t  And their Sunday laws are just 
so many relics of a barbarous age, in which tho 
Church was all poworful and her authority supreme. 
Science, ovon, must only be listened to when she 
speaks on thoir side, and thought, unless in a par
ticular groove, is a thing to be strongly condemned.

It is against all this that we, as Freethinkers, 
unfettored by Church creeds, and undismayed by 
priestly dogmas, are fighting, and in opposition to 
which with us, it is war to the knife. The conflict is 
now raging with determined force, and tho battle 
will no doubt grow hotter and hotter; but our motto 
will continue to bo “ Onward!” and the Secular 
warriors intend not to withdraw from tho struggle 
until the conflict is ended and tho victory won. 
This- long dominant and despotic theology must bo 
destroyed, and it is the imperative duty of all Secu
larists to assist in tho noble endeavor of bringing 
poaco to mankind and freeing them from the yoke of 
a hideous priestcraft and a barbarous theology. Let 
us over remombor that

Freedom’s battle once begun,
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son,
Though baffled oft, is ever won.

C h a r l e s  W a t t s .



324 The Freethinker. May 22, 1892,

A  F R E E T H IN K E R  A T  LA R G E .

IX .— A n E x t r a o r d in a r y  Ge n e r a l  M e e t in g  o f  
t h e  C.E.S.

O n the evening of the 32nd of March last*I returned 
home early, after an exceptionally arduous and 
harassing day’s work. A  Secularist friend whom I  
met upon the road accosted me, and gave me an 
advance copy (damp from the press) of a special 
report of the C.E.S. After reaching home and par
taking of a hearty meal, I settled down before the 
fire to peruse this interesting document. On the 
first page I noticed an announcement to the effect 
that an extraordinary general meeting of the Society 
would be held in Exeter Hall on that very evening 
at 8.30. Finding that I had just sufficient time to 
reach the place, I determined to attend the meeting.

After a sharp walk I entered one of the smaller 
rooms of Exeter Hall at the moment when the prin
cipal supporters of the C.E.S. were filing on to the 
platform. The chair was taken by Lieutenant- 
General Sir Willoughby Smoothbore, K .C .S .I.— as 
pious a soldier as ever cut a fellow-creature’s throat. 
Whilst the luminaries of the Society were settling 
into their places I glanced hastily at its assembled 
supporters. There was a large contingent of the old- 
maid-with-£5,000-in-Consols class; scattered here 
and there were a few callow curates, who were evi
dently still under the influence of youthful illusions 
as to their profession ; and the remainder consisted 
chiefly of the open-air agents and advocates of the 
Society. These gentlemen assumed a very smug and 
demure demeanor, and appeared incapable of utter
ing a slander to save their precious lives.

My wandering attention was recalled by an an
nouncement that the meeting would sing hymn 149 
to the praise and glory of God. This was done with 
inoro vigor than sense of tune; and then one of the 
clerical brethren “ offered prayer ” through his nose. 
Sir Willoughby next addressed us briefly, shouting 
at us as another gallant warrior (tho Duko of Cam
bridge) is reported to havo shouted at the mutinous 
Guards. Tho chairman’s speech was as follows: 
“  Ladies and gentlemen,— I havo no doubt you all 
know why you are hero, and I will therefore call on 
tho secretary, Mr. Longstrum, to make a statement.” 

The reverend secretary then rose, and, mildly 
deprecating tho applause which came exclusively 
from tho advocates’ seats, addressed tho chairman 
and tho audience in a deferential tone. Ho said that 
the committee had decided to call an extraordinary 
general meeting in view of the position of the Society. 
That position simply was this— the funds wero ex
hausted, and much work yet remained to bo done in 
tho Lord’s vineyard. Ho would spoak first of tho 
funds, then of the work.

The balance-sheet, which ho would road but which 
would not be printed, showed that the subscriptions 
to March 25 had been £1,001 18s. 4Jd. Ho might 
state, as an affecting incident, that tho odd farthing 
was supposed to be a moiety of a halfpenny which a 
Sunday-school girl had intended to invest in choco
late-cream ; but she had resolved to forego one-lialf 
of her indulgence and to contribute tho money thus 
saved to tho cause of Christ. It was the widow’s 
mite of the C.E.S. (At this point many wept aloud.) 

The expenditure to date had been as follows :—
Salaries of secretaries
Office-rent, firing, and services of small boy 
Lectures, interviews, etc., by secretaries ... 
Travelling and other expenses of secretaries 
Payments to open-air lecturers, etc.,

£750 0 0 
25 0 0 

120 0 0 
55 0 0 
51 18 41

£1,001 18 I f

The balance-sheet had boon audited by Messrs. 
Hookey, Walker and Co., and could be inspected by 
subscribers.

W ith regard to the work of the Society, that had, 
under Providence, been greatly blessed. He (the 
secretary) was bound to admit that no public debate 
had taken place between the chief Secularists and 
the representatives of the Society > but he might 
explain that at present the Society was not in a 
position to secure the services of men competent to 
discuss with really able opponents. It would be 
simply giving the show away (if he might be per
mitted to use a worldly expression) to put up the 
average parson against such a mau as Mr. Twelve- 
inches. Therefore the Society had not encouraged 
public debating; but it had sent representatives to 
one or more lectures by leading Freethinkers, and, if 
the results were not very imposing, it must be 
remembered that it was impossible to answer in ten 
minutes a lecture which occupied an hour in delivery. 
(This phrase sounded familiar in my ears.)

The most important matter, however, was the 
open-air lecturing, and it was owing to the urgency 
of this that the meeting had been called. The 
summer was close upon them ; the Freethinkers were 
continually extending their open-air work; and the 
Society had hitherto been toiling painfully in their 
rear, endeavoring ineffectually to supply a dose of 
antidote to every dose of poison. In the lamentable 
condition of the Society’s exchequer, God only knew 
how the operations of the infidels were to be counter
acted during the coming summer. In every direction 
Secular platforms were springing up, and he appealed 
to earnest Christians to support the Society in their 
work of refuting infidel advocates. Their activity 
had of late been seriously impaired by the lack of 
funds; indeed, it was at one time feared that there 
would actually bo a strike amongst their open-air 
lecturers. This, by the grace of God and the judicious 
distribution of shekels (if ho might employ a word 
from Holy W rit), had happily been averted ; but it 
was moro than ever necessary that additional funds 
should bo forthcoming. Skill of tho kind required 
by the Society for its open-air work was cheap and 
abundant; in fact, all that was needed was cheek. 
But even cheek had to be paid for.

To show tho undoniable success which had blessed 
tho efforts of tho Society’s speakers, ho would quote 
from one or two of the reports. Thoso reports had 
certainly been written by the spoakors themselves; 
but thoy were all men of honor, and it was simply 
inconceivable that thoy could stato an untruth. Mr. 
Anak reported :

“  NoETn London.— Spoko on Sunday last to an audience 
of at least 50,000. (Somo of our friends said 100,000, but 
I desire to avoid exaggeration.) Subject: ‘ The Early
History of tho Church.’ Lecture lasted an hour ; for fifty- 
five minutes I gave tho Freethinkers beans. A Secularist 
opposed in a trembling voice; I replied with such vigor that 
liis friends had to carry him away on a shutter. Collection» 
Is. 4 jd .”

Mr. Dagon roported :
“  South London.— Lectured on ‘ Miracles.’ Proved that 

it was only by a miracle that any Secularist escaped imprison
ment for murder, arson, wife-beating and forgery. Audience 
simply tremendous. An ignorant Secularist (they are all 
ignorant) opposed, and had the audacity to quote from a work 
that I had never heard of— I think ho called it Hunt’s ( ° r 
Home’s) Essay on Miracles. Do you know anything about 
it ? Where can I borrow a copy ? In reply I said that the 
author of that essay had lately been fined 40s. for being 
drunk and incapable, and that I couldn’t recognise such a naan 
as any authority on the subject of miracles. That went down 
all right for once; but I should not liko to try it again' 
There was no collection, because a Secularist lecturer cona* 
menced to speak before I had finished, and ho took away 9 
my audience.”

These two reports (continued the secretory) v,e^° 
suggestive as showing at once the difficulties and t"® 
triumphs of their work. Tho outdoor speakers ifeX 
valuable, as they could be repudiated if necessary’ 
It had been asserted that many of them
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statements which were deliberately false, and which 
no decent man would utter; but could any instrument 
he too despicable if used for the glory of God and 
the good of the Church? He appealed to the 
dear friends present to subscribe liberally in order 
that the Society might rake the gutters to find addi
tional laborers for God and Christ. (Applause.)

When the secretary had finished his address, the 
chairman arose and asked if any person present 
desired to put a question or to make any observation 
on the report. I at once accepted the invitation and 
Went upon the platform. Addressing the meeting, I 
congratulated the Society upon the candor which the 
secretary had displayed in speaking of the open-air 
»gents of the Society. I  then asked how it was 
possible that the secretarial work could be done 
efficiently at so small a cost, and suggested that it 
^ight be advisable to appoint an assistant-deputy- 
secretary.

Here the chairman rose to his feet and said that I  
was “  evidently guying the Society.”  He, for one, 
could not stand that at any price, and challenged me 
to fight him under the Marquis of Queensberry’s rules. 
No doubt his clerical friends would form a ring and 
see fair play. The secretary deferentially replied 
that, as a minister of the gospel, he did not approve

fighting as a general thing ; but no doubt a point 
could be strained for so earnest a Christian as Sir 
Willoughby Smoothbore. As for me, I am not a 
fighting man; and if I engage in single combat I 
bke the other chap to bo smaller than myself; but my 
blood was up, and I was determined that no red-nosed 
Lieutenant-General should bully me. So I took off 
P*y coat while tho parsons formed the ring, and 
Smoothbore and I “  waded in.”  Tho audience stood 
upon their chairs and becamo intensely interested in 
Me affair, which is believed to have been without 
precedent in the annals of tho Society.
Is After two or throe rounds Sir Willoughby’s nose 
became redder than over, and my right eye felt as if 
R was leaning out of tho window. As I was prepar- 
J»g to give my opponent what I fondly hoped would

his coup de grace I received a fearful blow upon the 
hack of the head. It was a foul blow, and 1 heard 
several people call out “ Shamo!” as I  lost con
sciousness.

^ r, rather, as I regained it ; for I had fallon asleep 
° Ver the C.E.S. report, and tho foul blow was not 
. ruck by the sccrotarv, but by tho back of my chair, 

y wifo, who was reading Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical 
i8tory) and was therefore wido awako, said I had 
ecn muttering incoherently in iny' sleep, and that I 

cl . *Caijed forward nnd thon fallon backward in tho 
w air. Tho knock was a protty severo one, but, as it 
j -jS ?n,y my head that was concornod, she thought it 

j Q t matter.
ut I really did enjoy mysolf very much at that 

raordinary gonoral meeting of tho G.E.S.
G kokgk Standkino.

t h e  ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY.— II.

I t  may bo of some interest to the younger generatio 
Ireethiukers to have a few  particulars of this tx* 
Drummond's after its singular misdescription by Mr. > 
and the reviewer. Its author was a man who had occ 
Bcveral important posts in the Diplomatic ser\ice c 
country ; was for some years a member o f parliamt 
profound Arabic, Greek, Latin, and Hebrew scholar 
the author of several historical and philosophical v 
His Edipus Judaicus was printed for private circul 
a»d  the edition was limited to two hundred and fifty c 
only. It is also possible that at tho time o f its appea 

would have been very difficult to have found a publ; 
besides, Sir William was enjoying his largo pensio 
having been British Ambassador at Constantinople,and a 
period there were scores o f persons of both sexes suff 
long termsof imprisonment for selling Paine’s / ly o  o f  R i  
and other similar works; therefore a man in Sir Will

position was not likely or willing to jeopardise his^emolu- 
ments by courtiDg persecution.

The preface commences by saying, “  It will naturally be 
asked by those, who may chance to see this volume, why 
its author has caused a book to be printed, which he yet 
does not choose to publish. When, however, it is considered 
that I have treated of things deemed sacred, and that there 
is considerable novelty in some of my opinions, I trust that 
I shall be easily pardoned, if I confine the circulation o f this 
work to a narrow circle.”  W hen we remember that even 
such a great man as George Grote, member of parliament 
for the City of London, and the historian of Greece, at 
almost the identical time the E dipus  appeared, was con
strained to publish his atheistical work, The A n a ly s is  o f  
the In flu en ce o f  N a tu ra l R elig ion , under a feigned 
name, Í think we may reasonably conclude that my reasons 
are the true ones for its private publication.

Tho object o f the book is then stated. “  It is the 
object of my book to explain the hidden sense of many 
passages in the Hebrew scriptures; but as Christians 
are, for the most part, so well satisfied with the’ literal 
sense as never to look for any other, except when it is 
thought that some allusion is made to the advent of Christ, 
I feel myself unwilling to publish any explanations of the 
original text, which may not coincide with those notions 
concerning its meaning which are most commonly received. 
Besides, there may be passages in this volume which are 
capable of alarming the timid and of provoking the preju
diced.”  W ho were the timid and prejudiced that Sir 
William was afraid of frightening or provoking ? W e 
know that at the period when he wrote that all writings 
like these in question were prohibited by the authorities, 
and heavy fines and long terms of imprisonment were 
meted out to the publishers of works like the A g e  o f  
R eason . Drummond proceeds : “  Ignorance bears ill being 
told that it has much to learn, and to instruct pride is to 
offend it. The Old Testament is a book which we have all 
read in our childhood, when reason proposes no doubts, and 
when judgment is too feeble to decide for itself. But its 
early associations are generally the strongest in the human 
mind ; and what we have been taught to credit as children, 
we are seldom disposed to question as men. Called away 
from speculative inquiries by the common business o f life, 
men in general possess neither the inclination nor the leisure 
to examine w hat they believe or w h y  they believe. A  
powerful prejudice remains in the mind, ensures conviction 
without the trouble of thinking, and repels doubt without 
the aid or authority of reason.”

Every unprejudiced reader of these words of Sir William 
will at once see their wisdom and truth. Religion, dogma, 
and custom may be almost called hereditary in the human 
race. Boys in their teens are jsent to a college where one 
side of tho case is placed before them : assumptions and 
assertions are taught them as verities ; history is distorted, 
legends are assumed as facts, and evidence made tocouform  
to the hereditary 'opinion. Then in a year or two (they 
having had the Ilo ly  Ghost imparted to them, by tho 
laying on their heads tho hands of a bishop) they become 
ministers of a religion and preachers of a gospel, o f which, 
so far as its origin and evidence is concerned, they are 
utterly ignorant. And so constituted is modern society 
now, with tho foibles and weaknesses of mankind, the 
prizes open to these half-iledged clerical birds in their 
profession— emoluments and honors not to be met 
with in any other of tho walks of life— that it is 
almost impossible for them to ever allow a thought 
to enter their minds that is not in accordance with 
tho training they have received. For one Colenso wo have 
one hundred Spurgeons; but, fortunately, the work of the 
former is enduring ; that of tho latter, ephemeral and only 
for a generation.

Drummond shall now state tho immediate object of his 
book. After saying that Christians, when it suits their 
case, apply a figurative meaning to many parts of the Old 
Testament, says : “  While the Deity is represented with 
human passions, and those none of the b e s t ; while ho is 
described as a quarrelsome, jealous and vindictive being ; 
while ho is shown to be continually changing his plans for 
the moral government of the w orld ; and while ho is 
depicted as a material and local God, who dwelt on a box 
made o f Shittim wood in the Temple c f  Jerusalem; they 
abide by the literal interpretation. They see uo allegory 
in the first chapter of Genesis* ; nor doubt that for tho

* They do now.

i
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greater portion of the human race is doomed to suffer 
eternal torments, because our first parents ate an apple, 
after haring- been tempted by a talking serpent. They find 
it quite simple that the triune Jehovah should dine on veal 
cutlets at Abraham’s table; nor are they at all surprised 
that the God of the universe should pay a visit to Ezekiel, 
in order to settle with the Prophet whether he should bake 
his bread with human dung or cow ’s dung. They believe 
the facts to have happened literally as they are stated; and 
neither suspect, nor allow, that the language of the sacred 
writers upon such occasions may be entirely figurative.”

(T o  be continued.)

A  CHAT BETWEEN MOTHER CHURCH AND SATAN.
(From “  our ”  Special Reporter.)

«The Ecclesiastical Commissioners are the largest leviers of 
royalty in Durham. Last year the county of Durham produced 
29,809,523 tons of coal. Putting the average royalty at 5d. a ton, 
that meant that the royalty owners took in that year £620,990. 
One-third of that sum, £240,000, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
—that is to say, the Church—took. . . . ‘ Keep your prayers,’ say, 
in effect, the" miners; ‘ keep your prayers, and surrender the 
wealth which by God’s law, though not by the law of the bench 
of bishops, belongs to the nation.’ ”—Special Coirespondent, “  Daily 
News."
Satan :

Well, Mother, and how are things looking with you ? 
You yourself are not looking too gay.

Motheb Cnunon ;
If I look as I’m feeling, I’m looking too blue,

In fact there’s the Devil to pay.
S . : I ’m here to receive i t ; you owe me a dot,

Your Btock-in-trade I don’t refuse,
For as “  royalties ”  bring you in such a fat lot 

To the Devil you’ll give his (coal) dues.

M. C . : Don’t “  frivvle,”  my son ; there are breakers ahead 
That will break us in time, well I know ;

Though you now come to me, by th’ wicked ’tis said 
Soon the Church to the Devil must go.

S . : Well, we’ve had a long innings together I trow,
And made some good running I’m sure ;

If “  bowled out ”  by the wicked I think you’ll allow 
That no wicket can rival our score.

M. C . : The true love of labor my labor of love 
Has been to ingrain in the masses,

B. (aside): A love I may state that’s so holy and great 
That all understanding it passes.

M. C .: They’d rob me of “  royalties ” — children of sin,
These, at least, are my bishops’ prayers worth.

S . : Well, of course I ’ve my business, but you have none in
(So I fancied) the bowels of .the earth.

M. C .: My flocks once so dutiful, docile and good,
S .(aside) : (Now are cutting unorthodox capers)
M. C .: Are demoralised quite by the foul mental food 

Supplied by low Radical papers ;
As the Jriend of the people I’ve posed for so long,

But now— they’re beginning to doubt it,
And they speak of their Church in a manner that’s 

"  Disestablish— and let’s do without it.”  [strong,

S. : That’s bad (and the bust-up is near, I  can tell),
But the people are selfish and hollow,

Still, think of their soids, mother. M. 0. ; Oh 1 you
go t o -------S . : Well,

I’m going— and soon you will follow.
Tra-la-la— there’s my telephone. Yes, are you there ? 

What 1 some more of the Church’s bright beacons ?
A u  revoir, I must go ; they’re receiving below 

A  consignment of bishops and deacons.
W . E. Imebon.

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

window.
(2) Get your newsagent to take a fow copies of the Freethinker

and try to eell them, guaranteeing to take tho copies 
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(4) Display, or get displayed, ono of our contents-sheota, which
are of a convenient size for tho purposo. Mr. Forder 
will send tbem on application.

(5) Loavea copy of tho Freethinker now and then in the train,
the car, or the omnibus.

A C I D  D R O P S .
The Rev. John McNeill has been doing a little of his well- 

paid free-and-easy business at Dundee. In one of his 
addresses John compared himself with his Savior, who went 
about sometimes in an ill-smelling fishing boat, whilo John 
rides first-class. John half complained that “  yesterday,” 
after one of his meetings, a carriage came for him, drawn by 
two splendid horses ; he “  sank down in the dreamy luxuriance 
of rich cushions, he was driven up a broad avenue to a magni
ficent mansion, where master, mistress and servants vied with 
each other to entertain him.”  Poor John! How sad to be 
persecuted with such attentions 1 Yet how humbly he sub
mitted to the trial, not getting out of the luxuriant carriage, 
but riding on to the bitter end.

The only ride J. 0. ever had was on a jackass. Evidently 
the soul-saving business pays a lot better now than it did 
nearly two thousand years ago.

“  What a fool,”  exclaimed John McNeill, “  is the man who 
tries to get through the world without Christ.”  John is not 
such a fool, anyhow. He finds that godliness is great gain, 
and he means to stick to it. He travels in the Salvation line, 
with £1,200 a year and expenses, and perhaps commission. 
Many a commercial traveller, not so thick with Jesus, does a 
lot more talking for less money, and has to give value after
wards. ____

The Rev. John McNeill, who has a somewhat eccentric 
pulpit style (says the Daily Chronicle), has been taking his 
audiences to task for smiling. At Dundee the other day he 
said he would rather a man walked out of the church de
claring “  McNeill had insulted him ”  than sit smiling in his 
seat. “  Don’ t smile,”  he said ; “  this is what knocks heart 
out of a preacher. Whatever way he looks he cannot even 
get crossed. Don’t pretend you like this preaching, if you 
don’t. Don’t get up a sickly smile over your face, and try to 
smile when you are just mad. Let madness out, and if you 
like, throw a hymn-book at my head.”

Mr. George Mitchell, secretary to the Labor Society of 
Glasgow, gave evidence before the Labor Commission on the 
Scottish chemical industry. In the course of his evidence 
he objected to employers giving money to evangelical missions 
in Scotland while they paid their employees such miserable 
wages as 13s. fid. to 16s. a week of sixty hours. Mr, Tom 
Mann asked him to give an instance, and Mr. Mitchell replied, 
“  At the present time the men have heard by the meetings of 
the Evangelical Union that the proprietor of the Sbothill 
Chemical Works is guaranteeing the expenses of the Rev. 
John McNeill in Scotland just now,”

This is a fine comment on Mr. McNeill’ address to “  tho 
sinners ”  of Scotland. His £1,200 a year, guaranteed by the 
chemical-works capitalist, looks very much like a compulsory 
tax on certain working men. “  Como to Jesus 1 ”  sounds less 
inviting when you know tho preacher’s salary and who 
pays it. ____

Leith School Board will no more open its meetings with 
prayer. By an overwhelming majority tho Board has decided 
to let “  the Almighty ”  alono and go straight to business. 
And this in godly Scotland! How long will it be befor0 
tho House of Commons abandons tho farce of “  prayers ”  and 
saves the salary now paid to Pluralist Farrar ?

One of tho small minority, at Leith School Board declared 
that if they did not seek the guidance of God they would be 
worse than the old Greeks, who saw a god in every mountain 
and river. This gentleman seems to think a thousand gods 
better than nono. Perhaps he will import a few, from Greece 
or somewhere, and advertise them in the Scotsman. 01“  
Jehovah is falling into neglect, and maybe some fresh deitie* 
would revive tho business.

Instances of the grovelling effect of superstition and pri«8̂ ' 
craft may often be witnessed in India. Tho long penance °* 
a Hindu for killing a cow was recently described by a cor* 
respondent of the Daily News. But this is comparatively 
reasonable, for the prenervation of tho cow was doubtless a 
social necessity in ancient India. A  more irrational penanc0 
is the Pycurmas prescribed by Brahmins for offences a#alB,8 
themselves. Women and men have to make a pilgrim»#0
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a shrine, prostrating themselves the whole journey the length 
of their person.

An abominable instance of Christian intolerance has taken 
place at the Mohammedan mosque, Liverpool, which in its 
petty malignity is about as bad as anything Christian mis
sionaries have to complain of when among the heathen. It 
is known, of course, that Mohammedans at prayers take off 
their shoes, and at certain times make a complete prostration, 
placing their hands on the floor and touching the same with 
their foreheads. The Liverpool mosque is carpeted with 
Turkish velvet pile, and has been open all day in order that 
anyone who desires may enter. Knowing this, it appears, 
some Christians entered and strewed a large quantity of 
broken glass in small particles all over the carpet. Fortunately 
some particles were discovered just about the time that 
prayers were going on on Friday last. This led to an exami
nation. The carpet was taken up, beaten, and enough 
fragments of glass found to fill a quart jug. The matter is 
put into the hands of the police.

The first result of this Christian fanatical folly is that the 
mosque at Liverpool will be closed to all except Moslems. But 
a far more serious one will be the indignation of all those of 
°ur forty million of Mohammedan fellow-subjects in India who 
boar of the treatment accorded to their co-religionists in 
Christian England. ____

"Peter Lombard’s ”  articles, “ From the East,”  to the 
Church Times, are interesting. Like others, he has been 
frying to locate the scenes of the gospel narratives. He finds 
two different sites for the feeding of five thousand, and cannot 
choose between them. Perhaps this is because the sun-god, 
who turns water into wine, walks on water, and feeds multi
tudes, extends his operations over the face of the earth.

“  Charles II. was for ever having himself exorcised.”  But in 
his case the devil had a firm grip.

A  writer'in the German Medical News points out a curious 
instance in his village of all the Catholic children having 
measles and all the Protestant ones escaping. Probably it 
was to be explained by different schools and rigid boycott. 
But some gave another explanation. They thought Protes
tants and Catholics must have a different “  Herr Gott.”

The Bev. John Page Hopps, who is always doing his best 
to elevate the idea of Deity, prints, in the Coming Day, a 
sermon on “  God in the Streets of London.”  We should say 
he must be there in the nhaue of the policeman— always 
absent when wanted.

We had just read this when we heard a noise in these said 
“  streets of London.”  It was the piteous bleating of numerous 
weary sheep being driven to slaughter with the barking of 
dogs and shouts and blows of the drovers. God in the New 
Testament takes the character of a lamb. If he is in the 
streets of London, he might show some "bonsideration for his 
poor bleating brethren.

Provincial papers have headed their reports of the Field 
case, "  Secularist Scandal.”  They do not use the heading of 
“  Christian Scandal ”  when profeesed Christians go wrong, 
perhaps because such cases are too common. With regard to 
the paragraph in so many reports, to the effect that the 
Freethinker was handed up to Mr. Justice Grantham, and 
that he called it a scandalous publication which no father 
who valued the welfare of his family would read— we are 
informed by Mr. Forder, who heard the trial, that the judge 
said nothing of the kind. What he did say was, that it had 
no bearing whatever upon the prisoner’s conduct in his 
defence.

“ Peter Lombard,”  however, thinks he has discovered the 
bill whence the Sermon on the Mount was delivered. No 
lonely hill is found nearer than Ilattin, and that he thinks 
tooat be it. Accordingly he finds “  a wonderful fitness in the 
locality.”  But if “  Peter Lombard ”  turned to Luke’s gospel he 
Would find that much of the discourse said in Matthew to 
bate been delivered from a mountain was delivered from a 
plain, and if he compared the samo sermon with the old 
Jewish sayings he might find that it smacked more of the 
®tudy than of either mountain or plain.

“ Peter Lombard ”  could not venture to stay in Capernaum, 
which indeed is so fever-begetting that it is deserted. Laurence 
°Hphant and his wifo are said to have been killed through 
staying there a single night. Bethsaida, too, the city of 
Andrew and Peter, ho found to consist of “  only a hovel or 
two.”  j esus Christ really ought to look after the condition 

bis native land. But perhaps ho is better occupied bejng re
incarnated in some out-of-the-way corner of some other planet.

Henry Solly, laborer, of Stone, Dartford, has been ordered 
to pay 5s. per week for 16 years for the maintenance of his 
illegitimate child by Elisabeth Clough, aged fourteen. Solly 
had a wife and three children. He used to call at the house 
of the girl’s parents with tracts every Sunday morning. The 
Bench said it was the most frightful case they had ever had 
before them, Solly said “  The Lord was on his side,”

The Rev. Kennedy Bell, who has been curate in charge 
at Little Bedwyn, Hungerford, in the absence of the rector, 
was charged at Hungerford Police-court on Tuesday, with 
having assaulted two young ladies. He was remanded,

Fanny Emma Harvey, in a case at Bow-street, said excitefly 
she had been seduced at confirmation. “  Beware of those 
confirmation classes, girls and mothers of England. I knew 
not what harm was until then.”

The Now Testament doctrine of possession by devils still 
°urishes in Bavaria. The Berlin correspondent of the Daily 

(May 12) tells of the official report of casting out a 
^ev>l from a boy in Wemding. The boy had fits of bad 
„  mPer> but the devil was, after much troublé, and, it is said, 

great pain to the boy,”  driven out by the potent names of 
Wb H°ly Virgin, and the Holy Archangel Michael.

hen asked “  Hast thou and thy companions left the boy ?” 
h ?. ,answer came “ Yes.”  “ Where art thou now ?”  “ In 

• And, says the official report, “  this last answer seemed 
fole°b ° r̂0m bell.”  To us it suggests the “  hello ”  of the

The lad Moritz Guttman, who was recently convicted in 
Paris for swindling, found conversion a iuv,ney-mahing game. 
During the last few years he was baptised thirty-six times, 
sometimes as a Catholic and sometimes in the Protestant 
faith. Finally, not content with a present of money from a 
lady who stood his sponsor, ho robbed her of some jowcllory. 
Ilis religious proclivities will now bo kept under restraint fbr 
five years.

Dickson, the clerk, who murdered his child at Wanstead 
and then committed suicide, was evidently pious. He left a 
letter to his wifo, commending her to the protection of God. 
The jury found that the murderer and suicide was insane.

The true inwardness of tho story is, however, revealed in 
fbe last part, where Father Aurelian explains why the devil 
^>ok hold of the boy. The father, a Catholic, had married a 
Protestant, and was married in a Protestant church, and the 
children had been brought up in the Protestant faith. The 
jather has now, says the report, “  made good his fault.’ 
The marriage ceremony has been celebrated again according 
to the Roman Catholic rite, the children have been rebaptised, 
an(l it is oven hoped that the mother will go over to the 
Catholic Church. Protestants luugh at this fraud and folly 
■without thinking that their own gospels are plentifully tarred 
with a similar brush.

In a leaderette on the subject

The Bishop of null (suffragan), in taking his leave of the 
East Riding as Archdeacon, delivers himself on a number of 
topics, including unbelief. Churchrce*, h i  says, are all 
standing closer together “  in face of Secularism and Agoosti- 
cism, of vice and irreligion.”  A  little previously he had 
mouthed that old saying, which has such a small meaning on 
Christian lips, "  In all things, charity.”  Evidently his 
charity begins at home, and ends there ; otherwise Ire would 
not class vice and scepticism together. Tho Bishop can 
hardly be so ignorant of tho world as to believe what his 
language implies. He must surely- be aware that the over
whelming bulk of vice and crime is chargeable upon professed 
Christians. Freethought decidedly objects to being the 
dumping-groamd of Christian refuse.
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A  good deal of fuss has been made in the religious papers 
and the Daily Chronicle about “  Sermon Transference ”  anent 
the charge made against the secretary of the Congregational 
Union of having copied a sermon by the Eev. Oswald Dykes. 
The practice seems very common ; but to explain it we need 
not resort to any of those abstruse theories of thought- 
transference by which Madame Blavatsky explained how a 
speech by Prof. Kiddle got into a letter from the Mahatma 
Koot Hoomi. We have a far easier theory. Ministers are 
all praying men, and doubtless before writing their sermons 
seek direction from the Holy Ghost. What wonder, then, 
when prayed to for enlightenment on the same topic, he 
inspires his holy ministers with the same words.

Paul suffered not a woman to speak or teach in a church, 
but said nothing as to their becoming churchwardens. 
Accordingly, the Bishop of Peterborough has consented to 
allow Mrs. Pell, wife of Mr. Albert Pell, J.P., to hold the 
position of churchwarden at Hazelbeach.

Hope-street Church, Liverpool, is a Unitarian “  place of 
worship,”  and the minister is the Eev. E. A . Armstrong. Its 
“  Monthly Calendar ”  for May reports 48 applications 
for literature through the post— 44 from the Freethinker 
advertisement, 2 from the Liverpool Daily Pest, and 2 from 
other sources. The applications came from 32 towns in 
England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. Does not this prove 
what we have often asked our business readers to believe, 
that the Freethinker is a first-rate advertising medium ?

“  Our correspondents,”  the report adds, “  have almost all 
come through the Freethinker.”  Good I We like our 
readers to show inquiring minds. But we guess they will 
furnish very few converts to Unitarianism. Let Unitarianism 
try its luck, however ; this is a free country— up to a point, 
and Unitarianism should have all the success it merits. It is 
an excellent stepping-stone from orthodoxy to Freethought; 
though, alas, a good many people sit upon it'and say “  Thus 
far we’ll go and no farther.”

Ben Tillett is rather too fond of talking about religion. 
Let him stick to the labor question, of which ho knows 
something. He wastes his time in preaching a “  new reli
gion ” — one to cry down wealth and bless poverty. Jesus 
Christ tried it a long while ago and failed. Surely friend 
Tillett, although he seems to have a fair opinion of himself, 
is not conceited enough to imagine that he will be more suc
cessful than his “  Savior.”  Drop religion altogether, Mr. 
Tillett; you are only nursing the eternal enemy of the masses. 
So long as religion has any power, it will always be used to 
bamboozle and plunder the people.

Zenana mistresses. All these baits have, however, failed; 
nay, even promises of good pay and fair wives do not now 
charm Mahars and Chamars (low caste natives), who a few 
years ago used to swell the ranks of converts. Now they 
have taken to libelling Hindu gods; and the incident of 
Ammani shows that siren songs of Zenana women are also 
brought into active requisition to gull a child.”

On Whit-Sunday the Eoman Catholic Bishop of Southwark 
is going to solemnly open the new Church of the Precious 
Blood. The very name of the sacred edifice takes one back 
to the days of Pagan savagery.

Christian regard for rotten potatoes has been shown by the 
multitude of religious epistles sent to the wifo-murdcrcr, 
Deeming. Verily there is more joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth than over ninety-nine just persons who need 
no repentance.

At Carelia, on the borders of Finland, Eussia, tho inhabi 
tants have “  died off like flies,”  uncared for, apparently, by 
their Father in heaven. ____

Floods on the lowor Missouri and Mississippi have dono 
vast damage, and at Anthony (Kansas) five coloured children 
have been drowned. Yet all is for tho best in this best of all 
possible worlds. __

A  Madras paper gives a romantic account of the kidnapping 
of the girl, Ammani, aged 14, a pupil of tho Wesleyan 
Mission Girls School by missionary poachers. It appears that 
the missionaries had beforehand provided her with a boy’s 
suit, which she donned late at night and walked along the 
street rather hurriedly. The villagers were thus eluded, and 
Ammani reached the Mission Bungalow whence she was sent 
off to Madras. The mother of the girl, an old illiterate 
widew, was persuaded into the belief that her daughter was 
being educated to enhance her wifely usefulness, while all the 
while her faith was being tampered with and undermined. 
These men of God, anxious to save the soul, act regardless of 
aged mothers. _____

sc The Mahratta, in commenting upon this case, observes 
“  every possible method has been tried by these missionaries 
to attract convert*—schools and missions and workshops, and

The Eitualistic Church Times is one with the Protestant 
organs in denying Dr. Vaughan’s right to the title of “  Arch
bishop of Westminster.”  It says, to call him so is an insult 
to the English Church and an attack upon it. The Pope has 
as much right to make Mr. Smith Duke of Westminster as to 
give an archbishop that title. The Catholics, however, don’ t 
mind the Church Times' splutterings. They know the people 
are getting used to the Catholic titles, thanks to the Irish 
writers on the press.

The Eev. W. Eowthorn, rector of Oughtbridge, has had to 
apologise and pay costs for libelling the schoolmaster of the 
village.

In Baxter County a largo bear, in the presence of their 
distracted mother, killed two children of the name of Carter 
and partially devoured one of them. It is not stated if the 
children had been calling any prophet “  baldhead.”

In Tomachie, Mexieo, a man who claims to be the Messiah 
returned to earth has appeared. He was heralded as the 
Savior of the community, and worshipped as an incarnation 
of Deity. Like Mohammed, he propagated his doctrines 
amongst those outside tho village at the point of tho sword. 
Government had to he appealed to for help. The Messiah 
organised a large force for defence, and the fanaticism has 
grown to the proportions of a revolt.

Tho London Society for Promoting Christianity Among the 
Jews has an expenditure of £3'J,735 U s. 4d. For this they 
have in London baptised twenty-four persons. Sir Moses 
Montefioro is dead, or he would possibly make up . the 
society’s deficiency of £8,000 odd. This wealthy and bene
volent Jew used to subscribe on the ground that the Christian 
society took tho worst scoundrels out of the ranks of Judaism.

An anti-Jowish riot at Lodz, in PctrokofT, Polish IiusBia, 
resulted in many being killed and wounded. Eeligious and 
social prejudices combine to make tho lot of tho chosen race 
far from a happy one.

Tho vicar of Coventry means to have his pound of flesh. 
The police havo seized the goods of somo tradesmen for not 
paying the vicar’s rate. There is likoly to bo a difficulty in 
effecting a sale by auction. Tho proceedings aro helping to 
bring the church into disrepute.

The Irish Nationalists who throw over Parnell now find 
tho priestly yoke, which ho freed them from, galling their 
necks again. At Monday’s meeting of the Freeman's Journal 
Company, Mr. Seallan said ho held a proxy for Archbishop 
Walsh representing 8,G20 votes. Mr. Dillon said that if that 
sort of thing went on it would end tho national movement. 
Then followed a pretty squabble with Tim Healy, who seem* 
to bo tho priests’ advocate. Altogether it was an instructive 
though a sad spectacle.

Prayer isn’t as good as insurance, at least nowadays. 
Archdeacon of St. Albans urges on all tho district Church 
officers the necessity for properly insuring the churches und0r 
their care. Jehovah must be protected against himself.

“  Language,”  said Dr. Parker last Sunday, “  has been * 
greatest curse— his greatest curse that ever he was able tjj 
speak.” We are glad Parker thinks so, and hope ho y 1 
leave off. Many people havo felt that way in listening to bin1-

Sunday-school Teacher: “  Who was the first man» 
Scholar : “  Adam.”  Teacher : “  Quite right. Where did 
live ? ”  Scholar (who has his own notions of Par»d>s ,’, 
though he has not read Darwin): “  In the Z ’logical Garden8,
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, May 22, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: at 
?.30, “  After Death— What?”

Thursday, May 26, Hall of Science: at 8, “ A Night with 
Byron.”

May 29, Hall of Scienco. . n
June 5, N. S. S. Conference ; 12, Hall of Science ; 19, Bir

mingham ; 26, Hall of Scienco.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb . Charles Watts’ Engagements. — May 22, Binning 
ham; 17 and 31, debate with Rev. Dr. J. McCann at 
Birmingham ; 29, Liverpool. June 5, N. S. S. Conference 
14. debate with Dr. McCann ; 19, Bristol; 26, Birmingham. 
July 3, Hall of Science; 4 and 5, public debate with the Rev. 
P- F. DuSy ; 10, Hall of Scienco; 17, Birmingham ; 24, South 
Shields; 31, Newcastle. August 7 and 14, Birmingham; 
21, Manchester; 28, Sheffield. September 4, Birmingham; 
11, Town Hall, Birmingham.—All communications for Mr. 
Watts should be sent direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The 
Crescent, Birmingham.

“ • P.—Mr. Wheeler wrote on “  Hospitals not of Christian 
Origin,” in the Freethinker, Sept. 4 and 11, 1887. A  paper 
also appeared in the Westminster Review, Oct. 1877. An 
extract from the Hospital on the subject appeared in the 
Freethinker May 4, 1890. Mr. Symes has a pamphlet on the 
luestion.

J- Read.—Always glad to receive material for a paragraph 
See “  Acid Drop.”
R. Bradlaugh sends “ A Correction ”  of our last week’s 

‘ Sugar Plum.” It would fill a column, and is too long for 
•nsertion. Ho says he was not “ goaded by his own sup
porters ” into meeting Mr. Hunt; lie readily and cheerfully 
accepted tho challenge to debate. Ho also considers ho gave 
his opponent “ a good drubbing.” Of course !

Agnostic.—Soo “  Acid Drops.”  There is no other Freethinker, 
uor can there be while copyright exists.

“ • Maiion.—Copy, if accepted, cannot always appear imme
diately. Wo aro usually supplied in advance.

"  • H- Taylob.— (1) Sorry to hear that Mr. Cohen continues to 
he insulted and molested at the Columbia Market open-air 
* tat ion. Wo hopo tho local Freethinkers will support tho 
Platform. Christian roughs must not bo allowed to disturb 
G’lr meetings at their pleasure. (2) Read Mr. Footo’s Bible 
Heroes and Bible Romances, and as many as possible of tho 

j Uiost important works mentioned in tho footnotes.
**• M. Ridoway.—(1) You will sco by the Conference agenda 

that your wish is anticipated. (2) Mr. Guest will perhaps 
fiako up a yearly “ Christian Criminal Calendar”  as you 
8uggost. (3) Mr. Foote’s northern tour has, to all appearance, 

j  8,‘ »iulated Freelhouglit in thoso parts.
W n ^ I,i80N>—‘Thanks. Sco paragraph.
.. ■ BunniDGK.—Quito right. Soo our leading arlielo this week.

•J- (Manchester).— Wo havo mislaid your uddress. How is 
T vrW° »over hoar from you now ?
G aPPear.
H V Mackenzie.— Writo whonover tho spirit n 

• -Nicholson.—Tho Christian advooato of cn 
consider o
l^'f'huGphors, however, in India, China and

inovos you. 
ourso docs not

any pagan philosophy “ reliable.”  There wero
’ Egypt ■«"g

bio (too n.c, Soo Max Muller's Chips from  a German„  ______ n.o. ooo max mu..ore vm v* ,rum u
Workshop, and Max Dunckor’s History 

Ohabon.—About two hundred religious denomination
®e<Rs aro
■kugland.

igious denominations and 
given in Whitaker's Almanack as existing in 

ra, - Blunt’s Dictionary o f  Heretics awl Sects onuino- 
g j-.-O V cra l thousand. Nearly twenty years ago ono M. 
,ll|M,lra uttempted to palm off sotno forged portions of an 

c*>0<* old Biblo MS. upon tho trustees of tho British
at, Ho,l,n- Some years previously another named SimonideB 
, , - P t o d  similar frauds. This porson said ho was tho 
Ho °.r °̂ i ^*° Siniatic MS., ono of tho most ostoemed versions. 

1 was, howovor, probably a liar as woll us a forger. 
S o n a i - T r - O )  Bfihting all tho good [.arts of tho Biblo 
thinl-at°W 'H hardly a work for Freethinkers. (2) Free- 
t h e,rs Bul>Port hospitals as well as Christians, thoughtho boast loss of ‘their “ charity”  (3 ) Atbei.un.^oes 
not deny tho cxistonco of any intelligence H0
?uporior to man’s. It simply knows of non '(14 What
18 not called upon to assort a universal negative, v v  .
» w w  wo put in tho place of Christianity? Nothing M  

We offer Secularism, or, as it is
would
the shape of theology 
sometimes called, tho 1— called, tho Religion of Humanity—truth, freedom, 
justice, and brotherhood in this life, the only ono wo aro c  *ureof.

• Stephens.—John Loo, tl.o murderer, who could not bo 
lung owing to tho failure of tho scaffold, is still in prison, 

uuuno timo ago a lotter from tho llomo Ollico slated so. 
the story of his liberation is duo to tho fancy of thoso 
'vho saw an act of providence in the failure of the hanging 
aPparatus; and its prevalence, despite official contradiction, 
shows us how easy it was to float pious yarns in times 

greater ignoranco and less publicity.

R. Edwabds.—Your shares in the Memorial Company cannot be 
transferred to the Hall of Science scheme. That is a legal 
impossibility. It is only the subscriptions to the Memorial 
Fund that the trustees’ circular relates to. Those subscribers 
who wish their donations to go to the Hall of Science 
scheme as a substantial and feasible memorial to Charles 
Bradlaugh are at liberty to give directions to that effect.

J. M. Sherraed.— A lways glad to receive useful cuttings.
O. E. Smith .—Wo aro obliged.
E. G. Packman.—Thanks. See “  Acid Drops.”
P. Daine.—Cuttings aro always welcome.
E. Walters.—Wo do publish a list of Freethought Sunday 

meetings every week—generally on the fourteenth page. 
You must have overlooked it.

P. W. B.—Received. Will find room if possible.
II. J. Hudd.—Tho music is discontinued at the Hall of Science 

during the summer. It will bo resumed in September. 
Summer audiences are not large enough to pay for the 
extra cost, but tlie “  service ” may be carried on without 
a break by and bye, when the Syndicate takes full possession 
of tho premises. In this, as in other matters, we must creep 
before we run.

C. G. Bird.—The joke is a good one, but it has already appeared 
in our columns.

S. G. Grant.— Mr. Wheeler dealt with the correspondence 
in Mr. Foote’s absence. We shall be glad to see the rest 
as it appears.

T. Kent.— Wo do not read the letter in your fashion, and liavo 
nothing to alter.

L. Sturgeon.— Thanks. See “  Acid Drops.”  Well-written 
letters to tho local press are most useful to tho cause.

Paters Received. — Fritankaren — Two Worlds—Western
Figaro— Boston Investigator------Der Arme Teufel—FlamiDg
Sword — Ironclad Age—Lucifer — Progressive Thinker— 
Twentieth Century— Clarion—Church Reformer—Pearson’s 
Weeklj’—Young Men’s Review— Sheldrake’s Advertiser— 
Do Dagcraad—Independent Pulpit—Dor Armo Teufel—Star 
—Open Court—Manchester Evening Mail—Tyldesley and 
Atherton Chronicle—Volkstimme—Liverpool Courier— Echo 
— Watts’s Literary Guide—Daily Chronicle—Daily News— 
Modern Thought,

Fbiknds who solid us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is dosirod in tho current issue. Othorwiso the reply 
stands over till tho following week.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free, at tho following rates, prepaid :—One Year, Gs. 6d .; 
Half Year, 3s. 3d.; Threo Months, Is. 7$d.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription expires.

Literary communications to bo addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clorkenwell-greon, London, E.O. All businoss communi
cations to Mr. It. Forder, 28 Stouecuttor-street, London, E.O.

Scale ok A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every 
succeeding ten words, Od. Displayed Advertisements;— 
Olio inch, 3s,; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £ l 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

THE NEW CASTLE CONFERENCE.

TlIE National Secular Society’s 1892 Conference will 1» 
held at Newcastle-on-Tyne on W hit Sunday (June a). The 
agenda of business will be found in another column o f the 
Freethinker. Some of tho matters down for discussion are 
o f great importance. I invite tho Branches that have not 
already done so to elect delegates. Individual members, 
unconnected with Branches, are also invited to attend as 
numerously as possible. Every member is entitled to speak 
and vote. Freethinkers, not members of the N.S.S., are 
free to attend, but they will sit apart from the members, 
and take no share in tho proceedings.

This is the second Conference since Charles Bradlaugh's 
deatii, and tho third since his resignation. Many changes 
have taken place since February 16, 1890. This was 
inevitable, and the transition period is not yet ended. But 
tlie Society does not retrograde; on the contrary, it 
advances, as will appear by tho Executive’s report. There 
have been times of greater excitement, under the stimulus 
of persecution, but I do not remember a time of stronger 
vitality. I look forward with pleasure to the approaching 
Conference, and with fresh hope to the new year’s work.

G. W . Fo o t e , President.
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S U G A R  P L U M S .
Mr. Foote is back in London again, dealing -with large 

arrears of work and correspondence. His lecture at the Hall 
of Science on Thursday (May 19) is entitled “ A  Night with 
Shelley.”  His Sunday evening lecture (May 22) is “ After 
Death— What ?” Next Thursday he gives “  A Night with 
Byron.”  Previous to the Sunday evening lecture he will give 
a poetical reading. The Sunday morning lectures are dis
continued during the summer.

Mr. Foote’s meetings at Aberdeen were very successful, 
especially in view of the remarkably fine weather. Fair 
reports also appeared in the local papers. Tuesday’s lecture, 
“ Why I Cannot be a Christian,” was apparently keenly 
relished by an excellent audience. Councillor Maitland, who 
presided, read a letter from the Rev. A. Stewart, declining 
the invitation to attend. The reverend gentleman’s reason 
for absenting himself was that the lecturer’s opponents would 
not have equal time with himself. He overlooks the fact that 
discussion is incidental to the lecture, and that in the discus
sion itself the lecturer and his opponents do have equal time. 
Mr. Stewart appears to think that equality consists in the 
lecturer speaking for an hour and all his opponents speaking 
for an hour each afterwards! However, there was a clerical 
opponent at Tuesday’s meeting in the person of the Rev. A. 
Brown, a very accommodating Evangelical, who was willing 
to hail Mr. Foote as a Christian though he rejected all the 
doctrines of Christianity.

Wednesday’s lecture, “  Is there a God ? ”  drew a still 
larger audience, which was most attentive and enthusiastic. 
Several critics took advantage of the opportunity for discus
sion, and the meeting did not break up till half-past ten. 
Afterwards a more private meeting was held of the Secular 
Society’s members for consultation with Mr. Foote. The 
Aberdeen Secularists will now constitute themselves a Branch 
of the N.S.8., which may possibly be represented at the 
Newcastle Conference. They are also in favor of the Hall 
of Science scheme, and promise it their support. Mr. Foote 
left them with a feeling that they mean business; on the 
other hand, they seemed satisfied with his leadership, and 
not very apprehensive of his “  arbitrariness.”

Scotland, who won’t be converted by John McNeill’s preach
ing. We have good hopes of the new Dundee Branch.

Mr. Foote wound up his northern tour with three lectures 
at Edinburgh on Sunday. Each was heartily relished, and 
Mr. Foote was pressed to “ come again soon.”  Owing to the 
limited size of the Labor Hall, a uniform charge of sixpence had 
to be made for admission, and the announcement was confined 
to an advertisement in the papers. Next time a larger hall 
must be taken, if possible, and the lectures billed in the 
usual way. Mr. Foote wants to get at the threepenny as 
well as the sixpenny people, and to address Christians as well 
as the more heterodox public.

Miss Russell, the late secretary of the Edinburgh Society, 
left for America a few days before Mr. Foote’s arrival in the 
city. The members had a social function in her honor, and 
presented her with a gold locket as a mark of their high 
regard. Mr. Dewar and other sterling Freethinkers are left 
to carry on the work, and we rejoice to learn that the Society 
is more flourishing than it has been for many years. It has 
excellent Sunday evening meetings and an increasing list of 
members. Some of the Edidburgh friends intend going to 
the Newcastle Conference. ____

Mr. Charles Watts had a good audience at Baskerville Hall 
last Sunday evening, when he lectured on “  Bible and Science.”  
Every copy of the Freethinker on hand was sold. The 
monthly socials, under the management of Mrs. Watts, will, 
by request, be continued for the present. The next wil(take 
place on Wednesday evening, May 25. This Sunday evening 
(May 22) Mr. Watts lectures on “  The D evil: his Rise and 
Fall.”  Next week we shall give an account in these columns 
of the first night’s debate between the Rev. Dr. McCann and 
Mr. Watts, which took place at Baskerville Hall on Tuesday 
last. ____

Mr. Watts has succeeded in causing considerable excitement 
among the orthodox party in Birmingham. During the past 
week letters have appeared in one of the leading local papers, 
in which the Christian writers lament the work Mr. Watts is 
doing at Baskerville nail. The Birminqham Gazette of 
Monday last contains a long letter by Mr. Watts in reply to 
his opponents. This is doing useful propagandist work.

The new Aberdeen Branch will contain a good number of 
Socialists. We hope the harmony of the Branch will not be 
disturbed on that account. Socialism and other reformatory 
views may surely dwell together in peace inside a Freethought 
society, whose great object is to destroy the superstitions that 
enchain and enfeeble men’s minds and make them im
pervious to all ideas of radical reform. Secularism is neither 
Socialistic nor anti-Socialistic. Every member of the N.S.8. 
can belong to what wing he pleases of the party of political 
and social progress. Inside the Society wo must respect 
each other’s various views on other questions, and sink all 
such differences while there, in order to push on firmly and 
unanimously with our special work of spiritual emancipation.

The Aberdeen Branch probably has the youngest secretary 
in the kingdom. His name is Harkis, and he is only seven
teen. He looks extremely intelligent, speaks concisely, and 
is modest although “  all there.”

The Freethinker has an increasing circulation in Aberdeen 
Miss Calder, one of the Branch members (a bonnie Scotch 
lassie), sells the paper and displays the contents-sheet outside 
her shop. She began with one copy, and now disposes of 
three dozen. The paper is also sold elsewhere in tho city.

On the Friday night Mr. Foote lectured in the Victoria 
Hall, Dundee. Considering the very brief announcement, 
there was a good audience, the overwhelming majority being 
evidently in sympathy with the most thorough-going parts of 
the lecture on “  Why I am an Atheist.”  A  few questions 
were put, but no one ventured to discuss. After tho public 
meeting a number of friends stopped to talk with Mr. Foote 
about a Dundee Branch of the N.S.R. Sixteen names were 
taken of intending members, a pro ttm. secretary (Mr. Carr) 
was appointed, and it was resolved to hold a meeting as soon 
as possible to formally institute the new Branch. Due notice 
o f it will be given in the Freethinker.

There are a great many Freethinkers in the third city of

Mr. Ben Jones, Labor candidate for Woolwich, in a letter to 
Mr. J. G. Gibson, promises if he ever has the opportunity to 
vote for the Tepeal of the Blasphemy Laws. He believes 
that “  they only do harm instead of good.”

Mrs. Samson will lecture this Sunday evening at the Batter
sea Secular nail, on "  Prayer.”  Previous to the lecture Mr. 
Shambrook will give a short address at the Park Gates, and 
then invito the audience to come and hear the lady’s lecture, 
which will be free. This will be the last indoor lecture for 
the season. Future lectures will be delivered at Battersea Park 
Gates, commencing at seven o ’clock. After these lecture» 
there will be social gatherings, concerts, and dramatic enter
tainments in tho Secular Hall every Sunday.

Tho Failsworth Secular Society held its half-yearly 
“  services ”  on Sunday. The choir of 50 voices and string 
and wind orchestra gave groat satisfaction. Mr. Sam 
Standring delivered two lectures to largo audiences.

Mr. Sam Slandring meets a number of delegates to-day 
(May 22) at Bradford, where ho lectures morning and even
ing, to form the now Lancashire and Yorkshire Secul»r 
Federation. Mr. Standring has recently been visiting Don
caster, Penistone, Barnsley, and other places to see if becoum 
find any Freethinkers willing to help in starting N.S-“ ’ 
Branches.

Mr. Hemingway, president of tho Manchester Branch,
Mr. J. R. Willock, ex-secretary, have taken and stocked 
shop at 10G Oxford-road for tho sale of Freethought lit®1?  
ture, which they believe could bo much beter distributed 1 
Cottonopolis. They will also sell other periodicals, pamphl® ’ 
and books, and we hope their brave enterprise will be bear1 '̂ 
supported. Messrs. Hemingway and Winock undertake  ̂
deliver papers and other orders in any part of M anche»^ 
Mr. Sam Standring is to have an office on their premise0, , 
understand that they have bought out Mr. Watts and t 
they will “  run ”  the bookstall at the Secular Hall.
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The Wolverhampton Branch wishes to take a permanent 
meeting-place for twelve months. A general meeting for this 
object will be held on Monday (May 23) at 8, at the Tramway 
Restaurant, Queen-street. All members and friends are 
strongly urged to a t t e n d .____

The Liverpool Branch is bent on studying Christian evi
dences thoroughly. On Monday evening the members are 
going in a body to the Torture Exhibition in Lime-street. 
They would be glad of a capable C.E.S. lecturer to act as 
cicerone.

A  superb picture of the “  Funeral of Shelley,”  by Louis 
Fournier, is now on view at the South London Fine Art 
Gallery, Peckham-road, Camberwell. This gallery is open on 
Sundays.

Co-operative Congress sermons are not to the taste of all. 
Mr. J. Whitehead, of Halifax, writes to the Co-operative News 
protesting against them. He regards them as “  an infliction ”  
Their object is to represent Co-operation as a stepping-stone 
to something higher, the “  mysterious something being the 
parson’s creed, or in other words, the support of himself.” 
Mr. Whitehead is “  fully persuaded ” that the Co-operative 
Movement “  contains men of sufficient intelligence, virtue and 
energy to carry on our cause to a triumphant climax without 
^ e  aid of clerical makeweights, Bibles, creeds, or gods.”

Col. Icgersoll has crowded audiences whenever he finds time
0 lecture. The Academy of Music, Brooklyn, was thronged 

?n Sunday evening, April 3, many prominent citizens being 
ln the meeting. Of course the orthodox folk are intensely 
annoyed. One of them, the Rev. T. F. Ward, a Romish 
Pr'est, denounces the directors for “  letting the Academy
01 such an infamous purpose.”  Poor Father W ard! We 

re%  pity him.

_ Illustrated World's Fair , an art journal published at 
nicago, reproduces the picture of Col. Ingersoll and his little 

granddaughter, Eva Ingersoll Brown. An editorial leaderette 
^presents the baby as asking the Colonel, “  Who on earth— 

110 arC you ?— what business can you have that you should 
®ncroach on my existence, on me, who have the rich treasury 
°i all the years ? ”  “  So says the baby,”  it adds, “  to the
tn°8*' instant orator, the most terrible controversialist, the 

resolute and considerate foe, the most seductive of human 
ehtertainers.”

^*ird annual meeting of the Texas State Liberal 
^ re®Hroirght) Association was attended by Mr. 8. P. Putnam, 

abio Freethought lecturer. Judge J. P. Richardson was re- 
j  02“°d president, with Dr. R. W. Park as treasurer, and Mr. 

• D. Shaw, editor of the Independent Pulpit, as secretary.

tfhM ^ern I'hcugld, the organ of the Secularists of Bombay, 
. °h has passed from being a monthly into a fortnightly 
and d '  k°Pes 800n to be issued weekly. It is well conducted 
able (e8?rves to succeed. We hope Mr. Balfour will soon be 
Witt • °  188uo every week, and at a price which will put it 

*n the reach of the many.

in ^rn-'ey- appropriations having been made to sectarian schools 
Jud " w " .  *n 0PP0«tion  to the Constitution of tho State, 
jja ^6, " aite, the president of the American Secular Union, 
an i • n .^ e matter up and had a bill in chancery filed for 

junction to prevent funds boing paid to such schools.

NATION AL SECULAR SOCIETY’S
ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 1892.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

A G E N D A .
Minutes of last meeting.
President’s Report.
Treasurer’s Report.
Election of President.
Notice of motion by Finsbury Park Branch—

“  That Mr. G. W. Foote bo re-elected President.”  
Election of Vice-Presidents.
(<*) Notice of motion by Executive—

“ That tho previous list of Vice-Presidents bo 
elected,” re-

(6) Notice of motion by Executive—
“ That Messrs. Charles Watts,* Touzeau Parris, S. 

Hartmann and V. Roger be elected Vice-Presidents.”
* Also nominated by Birmingham Branch.

6. Election of Treasurer.
7. Election of Auditors.
8. Notice of motion by Executive—

“  That the Conference elect an Honorary Secretary as 
before, and leave the Executive to employ and pay an 
assistant to do the clerical work of the office in London ; 
and that this arrangement take effect three months after 
the present (1892) Conference.”
Notice of motion by Finsbury Park Branch—

“  That Mr. Robert Forder be re-elected Honorary 
Secretary.”
Notice of motion by Executive—

“  That Mr. Stanley Jones act as paid Secretary until 
the new arrangement as to the secretaryship comes into 
effect.”

9. Notice of motion by West Ham Branch—
“  That Vice- Presidents shall not in future vote at 

Executive meetings unless representing a Branch.”  "

10. Notice of motion by Newcastle Branch—
“  That at future Conferences no one but duly elected 

delegates of Branches, members of the Executive, and 
Vice-Presidents be allowed to vote ; but that any indi
vidual member be allowed to speak on any motion before 
the Conference by asking leave of the President; and 
that any Branch of less than 20 members be allowed one 
delegate, and an additional delegate be allowed for every 
20 members up to 60, and no Branch to be allowed more 
than three delegates in all.”

11. Notice of motion by West Ham Branch—
“  That it is desirable for all Freethinkers to wear a 

distinctive badge (say, a pansy).”
12. Statement by Mr. Foote re Bradlaugh Memorial Fund. 

Notice of motion by Battersea Branch—
“  That all undecided money re the Bradlaugh 

Memorial Fund (t.e., money which subscribers have not 
stated which scheme it shall be devoted to) shall be 
divided between the two schemes in proportion to voting 
on decided money.”

13. Statement by Mr. Foote re London Hall of Science
Scheme.

Any motion thereupon.
14. Notice of motion by Battersea Branch—

“ That in order to make tho N.S.S. Executive 
thoroughly representative, each provincial Branch may 
elect a London member of the N.S.S. to represent it at 
all Executive meetings.”

15. Notice of motion by Ox Hill Branch—
“  That a Temperance Society bo formed in connection 

with the N .S .S , under the title of the National Secular 
Temperance Society.”

16. Notice of motion by Ox Ilill Branch—
“  That it bo an instruction to tho Executive to con

sider tho formation of a Friendly Society for Secularists.”
17. Notice of motion by Mr. Jas. Glen, Renfrew—

“  That some moans should be found to publish 
periodically the names and addresses of Branch secre
taries.”

18. Notieo of motion by West London Branch—
“  That the subscription payable to the Executive by 

the Branches be reduced to fourpence per member per 
annum.”

19. Notice of motion by Mr. Foote—
“  That the N.S.S. shall, if possible, be represented at 

the World’s Freethought Convention, which is projected 
to take place next year at Chicago; all arrangements 
thereanent to bo left to the Executive.”

The Conference will be held at the Lovaine Hall, New- 
castle-on-Tyne.

Tho morning sitting will commence at 10.30, and will 
close at 12.30. The afternoon sitting will open at 2.30, and 
close at 4.30. The publio meeting in tho evening will be 
held in the above Hall, commencing at 7.

Tho Conference will be open to all Freethinkers, but only 
members of tho National Secular Society can speak apd vots.
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ORIGIN OF MAN.

(From, the “  Twentieth Century.”)
A ll  forms of vegetable and animal life have evolved 
from the cell. These cells are composed of at least 
four elementary bodies : carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, 
and nitrogen, united into what is called protein. 
Cells multiply by division— that is, one cell becomes 
two, two cells become four, four become eight, and so 
on. The single cell becomes a republic of cells. From 
this tiny clot of mucus has developed every form 
of life, from the organless, naked cell, floating in 
the primeval, Laurentian ocean, to the mind of the 
philosopher, who can weigh and measure the distant 
stars.

Aggregate cells first take a leaf-like form, which 
afterward develop a tendency to curl into a worm 
shape— a simple gut— as yet without organs of any 
kind. These primitive gut animals are the founda
tion trunk from which all species of animals have 
diverged, like the branches of a tree. One branch of 
this suppositious trunk of gut animals has developed 
into animal plants, a second into sea stars, a third 
into insects, a fourth into mollusks, and another into 
vertebrates, which in their development have evolved 
man. The various branches are our collateraljfcousins, 
but the gut-like worm is our direct ancestor.

The aimless action of natural selection, in the piti
less and embittered struggle of all against all, has, in 
the course of millions of ages developed (on tho direct 
line to man) the primeval cell to the gut-like worm, 
which has developed to tho headless shell-fish; which 
in turn has developed to tho skull-less vertebrated 
fishes ; which have developed to the amphibitans ; out 
of which have developed mammals.

Tho evolution of the different organs has been on 
tho line of progress to more complicated structures. 
The present intricate digestive organs of man have 
developed from a simple gut ; our vascular system, 
with its pumping engine the heart, has developed from 
a mere tube. The primitive eye, a simple spot of 
pigment, at first does not reflect any imago of external 
effects; later is added a sensitive nervo, then gradu
ally the first beginning of the lens. Reproduction, 
at first a simple division of the cells, gradually 
developed into hermaphroditism (double-soxed indi
viduals) which gradually evolved into our present 
separated sexual system.

The most momentous period in the evolution of man 
was when his headless, vortebrato ancestors developed 
from a small dilation on the end of the spinal column, 
tho skull. This skull, with its inclosed primitive 
brain (which was primarily a raero nerve), has 
developed into a power which masters and controls 
tho rival organs of defence, the horn, tooth, aud claw 
— tho human mind or soul. Tho soul or mind of man, 
as that of animals, is a purely mechanical activity. 
Changes of brain tissuo, in man and animal aliko, 
control conduct. Tho same injury to tho brain of an 
animal will produco like effects on tho brain of man. 
Diseases of tho mind aro inherited, as aro bodily 
diseases.

The proofs of these statements aro overwhelming. 
It is an evolutionary law that tho development of tho 
embryo is a recapitulation of tho ancestral history of 
species. Take the human fœtus, for instanco : from 
actual observation it has been seen to pass through 
the principal forms of its primeval ancestors. At 
first it is a mere cell which multiplies by division. 
This protean being follows along tho route of its 
ancestors until, in its vertebrato stage, tho human 
fœtus cannot bo distinguished from tho fœtus of its 
cousins, the reptile, bird, or dog. If it wore to coaso 
to exist at this stage, it would die with the gills of a 
fish— the indelible stamp of its fish ancestors. At a 
later period, the human fœtus is identical with that 
of a dog. The tail of man, which is similar at this 
time to that of a dog, later on becomes^aborted and

rudimentary, but in fully developed man’s skeleton, 
the five vertebrae of his tail are there to remind him 
of his tailed ancestry.

The actual preservation of the immediate ancestors 
of the horse is a good illustration of development. 
When one is first shown the skeleton of a small fox
like animal with five toes in front and four behind, it 
is difficult to believe that it has developed into our 
modern racehorse with its one toe. Prof. Marsh has 
found and preserved the skeletons which are the links 
which bind them as one species. The different skele
tons are like the stops of a stair which surely lead 
from one to tho other. Each link becomes more 
horse-like; the neck becomes elongated, the skull is 
altered, the teeth changed, the number of toes are 
reduced by gradual concentration of all power of the 
limb on one toe, tho unused toes become useless and 
dwindle away. The fœtus of the horse preserves in a 
rudimentary form tho five-toed foot of his distant 
progenitor.

When we see that tho limbs of different verte
brates, in spite of their different external forms, 
possess essentially the same internal structure, we can 
only explain it by supposition of a common trans
mission by inheritance from a primary ancestral form. 
The difference proceeds from adaptation to different 
conditions of existence, as for instance, serpents which 
have a narrow body have only one lung fully deve
loped, the other being in a rudimentary stage. Many 
animals that have teeth in the fœtal stage lose them 
when born. Pythons, boas, and whales, besides many 
true fishes, have purposeless bones, the rudimontary 
remains of useless legs.

It is not asserted that any existing ape is tho direct 
ancestor of man. Manliko apes have developed into 
ape-like men, and in tho deadly struggle for exist
ence many types have been exterminated. Rut 
considering tho extraordinary resemblance between 
the present lowest woolly-haired men and tho gorilla, 
it requires but a slight stretch of tho imagination to 
depict the connecting link— primeval speechless man 

with his long slanting teeth, woolly hair extending 
over his dark-Ekinned body, long arms, knock-knoed 
legs with undeveloped calves, and half erect walk. 
Is there not a wider gap between tho cultivated philo
sopher and this naked, speechless, fireloss cannibal, 
eating his parents and children, than between this 
sarno savago and tho gorilla ? Thcro is undoubtedly 
less difference between the savage and tho gorilla 
than betweon tho gorilla aud other apes, Thoro are 
tribos in Southern Asia aud Ceutral Africa without 
firo, which roam in herds like apes. No Australian 
languago counts beyond four. Many Bavuge tribes 
can count no further than ten or twonty. Some 
dogs can count sixty.

Tho desire of communication was tho force impoli' 
ing man to tho production of articulato language- 
Probably tho first attempt at communication was by 
gesture signs, and oven in our own day this method 
is carriod to a high degree of perfection. I have 
myself attonded a council of four different savag0 
tribes whero gesture signs woro alone used in di£' 
cussion ; and if development had proceeded altogether 
on this lino, wo might now allude to the “  hundinoss 
of tho orator instoad of his “  tonguinoss.”  Thoro »r0 
natural tones indicative of feeling, as thoro are 
natural gesture signs. If wo hear a cry of joy or 
shriek ot pain, a laugh or a groan, wo need no woru 
to toll u9 what it moans. As the first start in tb0 
accumulation of capital is tho difficulty, so in languag0 
must have boon the first spoken word.

From this naked, human hordo with females a0 
young as common proporty of tho hordo, has doyc 
loped in comparatively recont timos tho family. "  £ 
hordes would bo small, and would probably ? 
recruited by births and capture of women and cb> 
dren. The children would know no father, but j 
know their mother and cluster around her. AH
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ancient peoples, and many modern, trace descent for 
this reason from the mother. This gathering of the 
children around their mother, and the consequent 
union of the brothers and sisters, would originate the 
various different systems of human marriage.

The merciless competition for existence has forced 
uaattor to assume new forms. By the law of the sur
vival of the fittest, man has emerged from the bitter 
sanguinary battle with his fellow animals, the monarch 
of animal life. The inferior races of men are being 
exterminated by the superior. In the struggle for 
supremacy and food, by famine, storm, and pestilence, 
mature destroys the weak and perpetuates the strong. 
The individual may be pitilessly crushed, but the race 
■̂ ill progress. Our common origin with the lower 
unimals is certain. W hy should our destiny be 
different ? H e n r y  M a c d o n a l d .

B O O K  C H A T .

From Ye Bibliophiles Paradise,”  54 Charing Cross-road, 
"Ir. Bertram Dobell issues (at one shilling) the second part of 
~'9 Catalogue o f  a Collection of Privately Printed Books. 
This is no mere bookseller’s catalogue. Mr. Dobell is a book- 
seller, but his publications, nay this catalogue, would suffice 
to show he is much more. He knows not only the worth of 
books, but of their contents. Every book in the catalogue 
bas annotations, revealing the critic, poet and philosopher, as 

as the biographer. Many entries are of interest to 
freethinkers, particularly those under Hibbert, Julian, Linton, 
yid Mitchell. Of the first-named Mr. Dobell says : “ Julian 
dibbert was a man of fine character and of liberal opinions. 

i*e was a warm supporter of Richard Carlile, James Watson, 
fenry Hetherington, and of all other champions of the free- 

Qom of the press, and of free expression of opinion on 
jbhgious and political subjects. . . .  It is to be regretted that 

6 k ft no abiding memorial of his very considerable abilities. 
? commenced a work entitled A Dictionary o f  Anti-Super- 

s ,ll°nists, in which, however, he proceeded no further than 
be middle of the letter A, owing to want of encouragement.”  

* * *
. A  bew edition of Walt Whitman’s Poems, edited by 
w 'lliam Michael Rossetti, is announced by Messrs. Chatto 
and Windus.

* * *
^fr. Foote’s Infulel Death-Beds is reprinted by’.the “ Truth- 

k®eker”  Publishing Company, of New York. It has already 
Wo Id c*rcu'a''i°n 1“  all PartB of the English speaking

*  *  *

Dr. Oarus, the editor of the Monist, has published an 
count of the principal contents of his quarterly review 

n er the titlo of Monism: its Scope and Import.
*  *  *

v?lr i tdl° P00r °^d i® likely to follow his residence,
a ^ b  is being refrigerated into a solid block of ice. Here is 
ip ®riUan> Prof George Langin, with a book on Biblical 
hook as fho Devil. Prof. Langin thinks the old
fro K p Ves bim little or no countenance, and that he came 

® Persia. But whon Satan is explained away as merely 
uAh ° r and »llegory, 1® there not danger that the same 
anU ^  “ ?ay 1)0 aPPl‘ed to 9ie evaporation of his [divine

M * * *
J. G r"f ^ eeves> ° f  Fleet-street, has issued a pamphlet by
and T v d’ con°i8ely putting the case for Disestablishment

a bhsendowment.

pet) r’ Thompson, a barrister, has drawn up a handy
afj 7. ° f Paw fo r  the People, concisely Btating the laws 
]aw labor, the homo, and criminal law. On the Sabbath 
an A c t l^8 : "  ^ nder Ihe auspices of the immoral George II., 
Indulr, iW-18 Pa9sed Making innocent recreations criminal if 
a uapf.j ln on I'b0 first day of the week.”  The publication is 

one and should have a large sale.
Mr r ’ * • *

for wiii ) p '1'“ V?ry interesting articlo on John Baskerville, 
«everal > •6tliinker8 are mucl1 indebted to him, mentions 
fke R. , iuT “ l editions of classical works that came from 
omitt ] e.rT*  ̂ press. One important work, however, is 
our n0' ~TVn 8Om0 re8pocts the principal one. Wo have in 
Of Y rary a fi“ 6 C0Py of Baskerville’s splendid edition

a ' eshury’s Characteristics. It is in threo large octavo

volumes, dated 1773. The printing is bold and handsome; 
a pleasure to read, apart from the wit and philosophy of the 
writing. Opposite the title-page is a noble engraving of the 
full-length portrait of the author by Closterman. The book 
cost us more than we could well afford, but we would not 
part with it except on compulsion. It is a memorable edition 
of a great Freethought writer by a Freethinker who was one 
of the greatest of printers.

* * *
A copy of the original edition of Shelley's Refutation o f  

Deism was sold at Sotheby’s on May 13 for £33. Our reprint 
of the pamphlet costs fourpence.

*  *  #

“ Nunquam,”  editor of the Clarion, is issuing a series of 
“  Clarion ”  Pamphlets. The first is on Socialism : a Reply to 
the Pope's Encyclical. It is by the editor himself, and is 
written with all his force and verve. We don’t suppose the 
Pope will answer “ Nunquam.”  He would find it difficult to 
defend his platitudes against such a swordsman.

*  *  *

Dr. T. R. Allinson has just published a fourth volume of 
his interesting and valuable Medical Essays. Apart alto
gether from his vegetarianism, about which medical men 
differ, Dr. Allinson gives a mass of practical information and 
guidance to all who wish to obtain or preserve that greatest 
of blessings— health, with which the poor man laughs, and 
without which the rich man groans. We are glad to know 
that these cheap and useful volumes have a very wide circu
lation.

* • #
A volume on The Decline of the Pulpit and its Causes, by a 

“  Scottish Churchman,”  will be published shortly by Messrs. 
Simpkin, Marshall, and Co. The object of the work is to show 
the predisposing causes which have led to the rapid decline 
of pulpit power and the lapsing and growing indifference to 
church-going, principally in Scotland.

S U N D A Y  M E E T IN G S .
[Notice« o) Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card.’] 
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Btatlon): 7.45, 
Mrs. Louisa Samson, “  Prayer ” (free). Tuesday at 8, social gather
ing. Wednesday at 8, dramatic class. Thursday at 8, committee.

Bethnal Green — Libra Half, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road - 
7, music j 7.30, T. 0. Bonser, M.A., “ Large or Small Families” ; 
9.30, free concert and dance. Monday at 8.45, members’ special 
meeting.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, 8.E.: 5.30, debating class, 
Mr. Beal and It. G. L., “ The Execution of Charles l. ” j 7.30, IL 
Snell, “ Freethought in English Novels.”

Hall ol 8cience, 142 Old-street, E.O.i 7.30, G. W, Foote, “  After 
Death, W hat!” Thursday at 8, G. W. Foote, “ A Night with 
Byron.”

Hammersmith—Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove Thursday 
at 8, O. J. Hunt, “  The Resurrection.”

Notting Hill Gate—Duke of York, Kensington-place, Silver- 
street; 9, general meeting oi members rc Conference.

Walthamstow—Workmen’s Uall, High-street: Thursday, at 8, 
C. Cohen, «  Christianity and Women ’ (free).

West Ham—Secular Uall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: 7.30, Mr. 
Smith will lecture.

O pkn-air Propaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, J. Rowney, “ The Sermon on the 

Mount" ; 7, Mr. Sliambrook, r. short address.
Bethnal Green (opposite 8t. John’s Church): 11.15, C. J. Stein

berg will lecture.
Camberwell—Station-road: 11.30, If. Snell, “ Good Old Bible.”  
Clerkenwell Green: 11.80, W. Ueaford, “ A Gospel of Gloom ”  j 

special meeting after the lecture.
Oolumbia-road (near Columbia Market), llackney.road: 11.15, 

R. Rosetti, “ Where and When was Jesus Born P”
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C.Cohen will lecture. 
Finsbury Park (near the hand-stand): 11.30, E. Calvert, «  His- 

tory of the New Testament Canon” ; 3,30, F. llaslam, “ The 
Exodus from Egypt.”

Hammersmith-bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, W. lleaford, “ The 
Character of Christ.”

Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Bible
Ladies.”

Kilburn-  Salisbury-road (near Queen’s Park Station): 6.30, 
Mr, St. John, “ Atheism.”

Kingsland Green (near Ball’s Pond-road): 11.30, H. Courtney, 
“ The Teachings of Christianity Unsuited to Man.”

Lambeth—New Cut (near Victoria Hall): 11.30, C. Cohen, “ The 
Value of Christianity."

Leyton (open space near Vicarage-road, High-road): 11.30, J. 
Marshall, “ God, Nature Personified—III.”

Midland Arches (near Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, T. Thurlow, 
“  Why 1 Cannot be a Christian.”

Mile End Waste: 11.30, a lecture.
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ The Creation.” 
Plaistow Green: 11.30, J. Fagan, “ How I Became a Secularist,”  
Regent’s Park (nearGloucester-gate): 3.30, W. Heaford, “ Pious 

Bogies and Bogie Men.”
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Tottenham (corner of West Green-road) : 3.30, a lecture. 
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15. 8. H. Alison, “ Soul, 

Spirit, and Ghost” ; 3.15. C. Cohen wi 1 lecture.
Walthamstow—Markhouse Common:6.30,0. Cohen,«  Miracles.” 
Wood Green—Jolly Butchers-hill.- 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Mahomet 

and his Bible.”
COUNTRY.

Aberdeen—Oddfellows' Hall Buildings, Crooked-lane: 12 noon, 
W. Moir, “  Extracts from M. de Mirabaud,”

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cam bridge-street: 7, 
Charles Watts, “ The Devil: his Rise and Fall.”

Bristol — Shepherd’s Hall, Old Market-street: 6.30, business; 
7, “  Mr. Harvey, «  The Effects of the Industrial Revolution upon 
Society.”

Chatham—Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, New Brompton: A. B. 
Moss, 11, “ Follies and Fictions of the Bible” ; 7, “ What do 
Christians Believe?”

Derby—44 Howard-street: 7, George Harper, “ Man and the 
Lower Animals.”

Hull — St. George’s Hall, 6 Story-street, Albion-street: 6.30, 
musical entertain m nt.

Liverpool — Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street : 11.30, com
mittee meeting; 3, philosophy class, Mr. Small, B.Sc., “ Bain’s 
Mind ar.d Body” -, 7, Mr. Booth, “ Does A heism Conduce to 
Immorality ?” Monday at 8, visit to Torture Exhibition, Lime- 
street, admission 6d.

Manchester N 8. S., Secular Hall, Rush.ume-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : Miss Ada Campbell, 3, “ laoor and Poverty: why 
do Men Starve?” ; 7, “ Truth and Christianity” (3d., 6d , and Is.) 
Monday at 8, Sam Standring, “  The Holy Gospels Critically 
Examined ”  (free).

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 7, H. Keppel, 
“ Capital.’

Nottingham—Secular Hall, Beck-street: 7, J Hooper «‘ Genesis 
v, Geologv.”

Plymouth— 100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Sheffield members mpet at Victoria-station 1.15, to pay a visit 

to a gentleman in Nottinghamshire.
South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street: 

7, Secretary’s annual report.
Sunderland—Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street: 7, W. R. Stan- 

•ell, “  Origin of Christianity.”
OrK.X-AIE Pbopaganda.

Bradford—Main-street, Bingley: 10.30, Sam Standring, “ Poison 
from God’s Bible.”  Upper Godarn-street (near market), Brad
ford : 6.30, Sam Standring, “  Christianity’s Failure.”

Huddersfield—Market Cross; Saturday,May 21, Sam Standring,
• Christ and the Labor Question.”

Hull—Corporation Field: 3, Mr. Badley, “  Christian Peace.” 
Nottingham—Sneinton Market; 11, J. Hooper, “ Our Aristo

cracy; their Origin and Deeds.”
Pendlebury: Thursday at 7.30, Sam Standring, “ The Bitter 

Fruit of Chr stianity.”

POSITIVISM.
"Reorganisation, without G d or King, by the Systematic 

Worsliipof Humanity.”  Newc 'Stle-on-Tync, Church f Humanity. 
8t. Mary’s-place. Service and addresses on Positivism every 
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N T S.
Touzsau Pareis, 28 Rivercourt-road, Hammersmith, London, 

W— May 29, Milton Hall. June 5, Ilall of Science.

T. Thurlow, 34 Wetherell-road, South Hackney. — June 19, 
July 3, Aug. 14, Sept, 11, mornin.s, ICingsland Green; May 29, 
e., June 12, e., and June 26,m., Walthamstow.

NOW READY.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—May 22, m. and e., Cam
berwell; 29, in., Salmon and Ball; a., Regent's Park. June 5, e., 
Camberwell; 12, in., Wood Green; a., Finsbury Park; 19, in., 
Battersea; a., Kilburn; 26, m., Camberwell.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W.— 
May to Sept., all mornings booked.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London s.E. 
—May 22, m., Mile End. June 5, in., Camberwell; 12, Clerken- 
well; 19,m., Hornsey. July 3,m., Camberwell; 10, Clerkenwell; 
17, m., Westminster.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-: ', 1 mimercial-road, K.—May 
22, m., Lambeth; a., Victoria Park; e., Walthamstow; 26, Walt
hamstow; 29, m., Clerkenwell Green; a., Victoria Park; e., 
Edmonton. June 5, m., Bethnal Green; e., Edmonton; 12, m. and 
a., Victoria Park; e., Edmonton; 19, m., Mile End; a., Regent’s 
Park; e., Edmonton; 26, in., Battersea; a., Victoria Park; c., 
Walthamstow.

Sam Btandrino, 106 Oxford-road, All 8aints’ Manchester.— 
May 22, Bradford : 29, Leeds. June 5, Newcastle ; 12, Rochdale; 
19, Manchester; 28, Chester. Mondays, Manchester; Thursdays, 
Pgnolebury.

0. J. Steinberg, 103 Mile End-road, E.— May 22, in., Bethnal 
Green; a., Tottenham ; 29, m., Columbhuroad. June 5, in.. Vic
toria Park ; 12, in, Columhia-ro.ul; 19, in., Lambeth ; 26, in , 
Victoria Park. July 10, in., Oolumbia-road; 17, m , Lambeth; 
24, m , Bethnal Gr en ; 31, a , Finsbury Park.

S. U. A 1.1so.v, 52 Chant-tree», Stratford, K.-M ay 22, in., Vic
toria Park. June and July, all mornings booked except July 17.

, 8n. inton, Nottingham—  
June 5, N.S.8. Conference

Btanlrt Jones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. —May 22, 
m., Old Pimlico Pier; 29, m., Wood Green. June 5, Conference; 
12, m , Kingsland Green; 19, m. and e., Battersea. July 17, m, 
Kingsland Green. Aug. 7, Hammersmith j 28, m., Lambeth.

JlMKS HOQl'LIt, 1 1 I
May 22, Nottingham ; 29, Manchester.

NEW SPRING and SUMMER PATTERNS in SUITINGS, 
TROUSERINGS, and LADIES’ DRESS MATERIALS.

All at a Reasonable Price. Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Terms Cash. Terms Cash.

SPECIAL LINES.
. Light Fawn Beige, 24 inches wide, 8d. per yard.
> Light Fawn Cashmere, 44 inches wide, 9d, per yard (slightly 

imperfect).
Light Cardinal Cashmere, 44 inches wide, 9d. per yard (slightly 

imperfect).
Black and Navy Serges, for dresses, 42 inches, Is. 4d., Is. 6d.

and Is. 8d. per yard.
Tweed Suit Lengths, 12s. each.
Tweed Trousers Lengths, 5s. 6d. each.
Black Serge Suit Lengths, 12s. Gd. each.
Beautiful Black Figured Cape Cloth, all wool, 50 inches wide, 

3s. 3d. per yard.
I will send patterns of any of the above lots on receipt of 

stamped addressed envelope.

J. W. GOTT, 36 VILLIERS ST., BRADFORD.
C EN TE N A R Y EDITION

OP

TH E RIGHTS OF MAN
B y  T H O M A S P A IN E .

With aPolitical Biography by J. M. Wheklkr.
Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, Ss.

SALVATION SYRUP
O r L I G H T  O N  D A R K E S T  E N G L A N D .

A  Reply to G E N E R A L BOOTH  
PriceJTwopence. Price Twnpsnis

For Distribution-On It. Cd., posit, 34

BIBLE HEROES
B y G . W  F O O T E .

Handsomely Bound in Cloth.
Price— T W O  S H IL L IN G S  A N D  S IX P E N C E .

INGERSOLL, ROBERT G.
Some Mistakes o f Moses. The only comploto edition 

in England. Accuruto ns Oolcnso, and fascinating 
as a novel. 132pp. ... ...

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 
Defence o f Freethougkt. A live hours’ speech at tho 

Trial of 0. II. Reynolds for Blasphemy ...
Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M.Wheolor 
Rome or Reason 1 A Reply to Cardinal Manning 
Crimes against Criminals 
Oration on W alt Whitman 
Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paino 
True Religion 
The Three Philanthropists 
Love the Redeemer
W hy am I an A gnostic? Parts I. and II., oacli 
Faith and Fact. Reply to Rov. I)r. Field 
God and Man. Second Reply to Hr. Field 
The Dying Creed...
Creeds and Spirituality ...
The Limits o f Toleration. A Discussion with tho 

lion. K. I). Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford 
Art and M orality 
Do I Blasphemof ...
The Clergy and Common Sense ..
Social Salvation ...
Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s Viow 
The Great Mistake 
Live Topics 
Myth and Miracle 
Real B lasphem y... ... ...
Repairing the Idols
Christ and Miracles ... ... . .

1 0 
1 o

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
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LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, N E W  CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike o f a Sex 4 or, Woman on Strike against the Male 
Sex for her “ llagna Charter,” the absolute ownership of her 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published: 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d. 

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Besant. 
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Y oun g; or, Science in Story. 
By Dr. Foote. 25Jpp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou.d be read by every young person. Post free 
23 3d-

The Elements o f Social Science. The most complete work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Pound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Science; or Borning Better Babes throu.h Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con- 
ception. Jiy Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Uver-Population; a Lecture delivered for the Sunday Lecture 
Society, under the title “ The Law of Population: its Mean-

•p. ,lng and Menace.” By John M. Robertson. Post free 2^d. 
laan Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u.s.a.) em

bracing medical common sense. 909pp., with 200 illustrations. 
Contents: The Causa. Prevention and Cure of Disease—The Food we 

itat—rhe Liquids wo Drink—The Atmosphere we Live in— The Clothes w 3 
Wear—Bad Habits of Children and Youth—Bad Habits of Manhood and 
ot Womanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to havo Healthy Babies—Private 
oords to Men—History of Marriage, etc.

Thu book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
Jts readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every, 
day reference. Post free 6s.

Ut- Foote’s Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 
the utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp., 
post free Is. Id.
Wife’s Handbook : How a Woman Bhould order herself 

during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery; 
"nth Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
dialters of importance necessiry to be known by Married 
'Vomen. By Dr. II. A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 
the Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2Jd.

" c
Early

The Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William L int Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings of T. R. Malthus, by 0. R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post free 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed 
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

•Married L ife—Comfort or Misery ? A dialogue and splendid
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai. 
tbusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should be. By Mary Sowden.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

♦What do we Women W ant? By Jane Hume Clapperton,
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it ? By Geo. Stand
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The R ight to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By C. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post free lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of the Christian Religion, bhould be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Scientific
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty. The 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd. 

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will be sent, on receipt of 
postage, to-any person wiio will undertake to distribute them. 

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.

To those willing to assist our propaganda I  shall be pleased to 
stnd eighty copies of either of the pamphlets marked (*), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of 2s.

national SECULAR HALL SOCIETY
(In.or„„ (LIMITED).

roratod under :19 and 40 Vic , cap. 45, Act 187<
n Chairman:

VV. F oote, 14 Clerkenwell-green, 
London, E.C.

G®0itnj. » Directors:
■ a  nderson, 35a Great George-stree 

\y r v '3’miris,ei'. b.VV.
G, j  i .1’811' D2 Canonbury-road-, N.
W. ij Eastern Lodge, B righ ton .
R Cr'oss, 8 p0103’ Caml)liu Rouse»* Ne
T. p ’ u„,IT"* 31 Ridge-road, Hornsej’, N,
0. Stani!™’ “7,r’ (flty.road, E.C.

RlN0» 7 and 9 Fii sbury-street, E.C
It tv, Non Secretary :

°®nin, ‘¿a istonecutter-str* et, E.O.
OaU. op o—_ Registered Office :

e-nce, 142 Old-street, London, E.l

«» 5  '  £I **ob,
• 'isintrJ ion.- 2"- 0‘i. ̂two mnniv..?" wu* ,lH m*y *>0 YOU h* notice for ouch call.

payable n& follow«:—2«. 
on allotment, and In «• 

a» may be found necessa

I«. • Bocietv Object.
moii  A . “ ' ° l dlni ( to U" IIuIcb. ha« full pow 

*,b*« In lh0 f„ « P . r a t l o n «  that may lio i 
^ccuiaj-|jal, 6 'nr the orectlon and malntena 

°f the Sfu»i!5 » ‘J?0.11 an<1 ln the Province«.
«f tKboe,i^ble a«ti,T,nUale" ',®can" thttt no mem lhe Natlon,.i a  p *r^ctor unlos* be is u mem 

Secular Society.
t puiclin«/. Object.
a?"'’ « «  anil i ‘ 8 11,111 “ f Sl''«ncn.I190M-«lr

r»t.cla.a N ccu ia "hr,0o” v*r' 1” " ,,f 1,10 » m «  Ini -m a r  Hall and Insututo.
n t.° to .tho Secretary for 

•------  ̂ application  Forms.

$ m m  s u u i ?
Report of Four Jxiyht*' Debt 
. _ between
A n n i e  b e s a n t

P n  Q* w .  F O O T E .
f t p c H a r l S t  0N K  SH ILLIN G . ^ J ^ o r Edition, in Cloth, Two Shilliru

»«n BVVl Na0ST c «  BE PUNISHED t
P,ac». Post tiU  w  F i . CHILDREN P Fo 

# O. W- F . K lnga .h .r , Leeds.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
Should hu in the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by I)r. II. A. A llbutt and others; and 
valuable information on matters of Import, 
ance necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A Copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp ,to any part of the United Kingdom, 
and to iorelgn parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON.M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEPTt)
60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, Lonaon, N.E.

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Becommended by Mr«. Bomnt In "  Law of Popula. 
tlon,” pag<* 82, «lid Dr. Allbutt In “  Wife’« Hand
book,”  page 51. Made Hololy by J. Pui.lkn, 15 Chad* 
well.ntreet, Clerkenwcll: 2s. do*., post free ( redaction 
In larger quantities). For particular« «ond stamped 
envelope. HigginzonV Syringe, with Vertical and 
llevorne Current, Ss. 6d.. 4«. 6<1. and 5«. 6d. Dr. 
Palfrey** Powder. 1>. 2d. Quinine Compound, 1«. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt's Quinine Powder«, 8s. doz. All pricos 
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwcll Street, Clerkcnwell, E.C.

Near the * Angel.”

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per don., por' free.

for farther Particulars send stamped directed 
««valope to

A, MOSS, 30 Upper Park Street,
WUHUTOH, LONDON. K-

The Impossible Creed.
WBHOP O ^ W E ubo^UH. 

r r i f  Twop.ncT. W‘ i0O11p ^  Twopw»*.

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
B ibi.k Morality : Its Teachings shown to be 

Contradictory and Defective as an 
Ethical Code.

A mass of most damaging facts, compiled in a 
graphic and interesting style. Admirably suited for 
wide circulation. Just out. Third and revised 
edition, price 3d.
Secularism*. D estructive and Constructive 

24 pp., 31.
T he T eachings or  Secularism Compared 

with Orthodox Christianity. 96pp., is. 
Secularism: I s it F ounded on R eason, and 

is it Sufficient to Meet the Needs of 
Mankind ?

Dehatobetween tbo Editor of the Halifax“  Evening 
Mail “  and Charles Watt.. With Prefatory Letters by 
George Jacob tioljoako and Colonel Ingcreoll and an 
Introduction bv Helen H. Gardner. 60 pp., 1«.
T he Superstition op the Christian 8 unday: 

A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 24pp., 3d. 
Evolution and Special Creation. 24pp., 3d. 
T he G lory or U nuklikil New Edition, 

Revised and Enlarged. 24 pp., 3d. 
T heological Presumption: An Open Letter 

to the Rev. I)r. II. F. Burus, of Halifax, 
N. 8.

In tide letter the following «objects are dealt with 
—1. Why do the Clergy Avoid Debate? 'J. Th.Posi
tion of Agnosticism Towards Chii»tlanlty. 3. Free- 
thonght and Men of Science. 4. The Difference 
Detween Facts and Opinions. S. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pp., 2d.
S aints and S inners— W hich f 24 pp., 3d. 
Christianity t its Oriuin, N ature, and 

Intluunce. S2 pp., 4d.
Science and the B ible : Wherein they 

Differ. 32 pp., 4d.
N atu r e  an d  th e  S u p e r n a t u r a l ; or, Belief

and Knowledge. 24 pp., 3d. 
Christianity: D etective and U nnecessary. 

Uy Kate Eunice Watts. 24 pp., 3d.
C o n t e s t s  —  l Why is Ohrlt:i»nlty Believed t 2. 

“  Our.Father which art In Heaven." 3. The Fall and 
the Atonement 4. The Hums and Incentive o, 
Orthodox Christianity. 6. Christianity Not a Neces
sity to Mankind.

London:
Watts and Co., It Johnson's-conrt, Fleet-street, E.O.

H. Fordtr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

New Pamphlets by Col. Ingebboll.
1. Humanity's Debt to Thomas Paine.
2. True Religion.
3. The Three Philanthropists»

Price Twopence each.
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FOR SALE, CHEAP.
2,000 DOZEN OF OLARET

(MEDOC).

I2 s. p er  d ozen , Carriage Paid, in Carter Paterson’s district; by rail at the
expense of purchaser.

TERMS—CASH WITH ORDER, TO

R. 0. SM ITH, WINE MERCHANT,
9 WALBROOK, CITY.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK
A  Reply to the Grand Old Man.

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. \Yr. E. Gladstone’s “  Impregnable Rock of Iloly Scripture.”
Co n t e n t s  : P reface—Preliminary V iew— The Creation Story— The Fall o f Man— The Psalms— The Mosaic Legislation 

— Corroborations of Scripture— Gladstone and H uxley— Modern Scepticism.
Paper Covers, One Shilling: In Cloth, Eighteenpence.

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED P
A n Essay by A U ST IN  B IE R B O W E R  (Member oj the Chicago BarJ.

PRICE ONE PENNY.

AN ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN
BY

COL. R. G. INGERSOLL.
P R IC E  T H R E E P E N C E . P R IC E  T H R E E P E N C E .

HENRY A. ROGERS,
GENERAL HOUSE FURNISHER, 

Glass, China and Earthenware Dealer, 
4 5 a  FOLEY S T R E E T

AND
138 WESTMINSTER RD., Liverpool.

—
Stocks Purchased for Cash to any amount. I

, 200 W RIN G IN G  M ACH INES
To be Sold Cheap. All Prices.

Wo recommend our “  Standard ”  Machine, noted! 
for strength of frame, thickness and durability of 
rollers. The best machine in the market, Rollers 
•24in by Gin. Lignum Vitae (bottom), Reduced to 
£'2 12n. G.l. Usually sold at £3 12s 6d.

SPECIAL OFFER to READERS of this Paper.— 
I will Rend one Carriage Free to any address in the 
United Kingdom

SPECIAL OFFER to N. fl. S. Branch Recretaries 
and Treasurers. -I will allow to Branch Secretaries 
and Treasurers, or to any two persons whom they! 
may nominate, a discount of 7s. 6d. off one machine 
each. I will also allow a discount of 5s. to all whom 
they may certify as widows or persons in poor cir
cumstances.

MUSIC STOOLS, 8s. lid., 10s. 6d.and 13a. 6d.
Carriage free. Less than wholesale prices. 

Please tend P.O.O., with correct name and address.

C E R T A I N  S A T I S F A C T I O N .  
NUMEROUS TESTIMONIALS.

Mr. Chas. Doeg, Sec. Liverpool Branch N. S. S., 9 
Crornwell-terrace, Garden-lane, Liverpool, will be 
pleased to answer any inquiries as to the bona tides 
of the above advertisement.

OUR SPECIALITIES.
T H O U S A N D S  OF  T E S T I M O N I A L S .  
G e.nts’ I rish Cambric H andkerchiefs, 3s. 6d. 
per dozen; Ladies, 2s. 6d.; Hemstitched 
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money 
returned if not approved. Table and Bed 

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,

21 BLANSUAUD STREET, MANCHESTER.

INVOICES or Memo Forms, 8 by 5 ins.
_______ good ruled paper, nicely printed, sent
carriage paid for 5s. 6d. Cash with order. Business 
Cards Gs. per 1000. K. 8underland. Printer. Ham- 
merton.street, Bradford. Trade Society House.

1000

rro MARRIED PEOPLE.—An enlarged Illustrated 
mMm List of Malthusian Appliances will be forwarded 
by return of nost on receipt of 2d. in stamps.— 
Address, Damjh4 Chemist, 101 Park-lane, Leeds.

EVERY MAN HI3 OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal 

Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy ; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Broad; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco g The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exorcise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Coughs und Colds ; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms: Tape Worms; The Itch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. II. O f the Author, 

f o r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on ; The lloaling Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Discaso; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig a« Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flcah; The Beef Tea 
Dolusion ; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Bleep and Sleepless
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles. Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, 
etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VOL. III. Post free  from  

Author, fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains articles on : Health‘and W ealth; No 

More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity f .r  Pure Air,and; 
How to Got It; The Management of Young Children ; j 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting* Perfect1 
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic! 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc.! 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge 
Wholemoal Broad, to Breath) Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I Live, to Livo 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and, 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Bleopinens,j 
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaceou«! 
Tumors or Wens, Llav Fever, Winter Cough, Cliil-1 
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking: 
Mercury. f

“  Hygienic Modicine. ” —For Postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eye opener to Drug Takers.

••Rheumatism.” —Its Cause and Cure. Tost Free 
for 7d.

** Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
“  Consumption.” —Its Natural Cure. Post Free 7d.
“  Three Pamphlets to Young Mon,” —13 stamps.

All the above can bo got from 
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place. 

Manchester Square, London, W.
Please mention this paper.]
CTANTON, the People 8 Dentist, 335 Strand Tomm- 
°  site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE. 
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality. 4s. 
each, upper or lower, jC2, completed in four lion> 
whdn required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above they aro fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum 7s. 6d. each, on 18c. 
gold 15s, stopping 2s. Gd., extraction 1«., puinhias by 
gas, 5b. •

LONDON DEPOT FOR
CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION-
Every Article sold hero Produced in Co operative 
Workshops under conditions whore Workers shar® 
Profits and Management.

“ I agree that labor which labors for itself as welj 
as laboring for another, is better labor . . . .  a®® 
should bo encouraged in every field of labor.”-" 
Charles Bradlaugh, speech in House of Common»» 
April 22nd, 1890.

j Before purchasing elsewhere, try goods produced 
I under improved industrial methods, and effect ® 
saying by getting reliable articles.

! We have our Now Keaton’s Stock of SCOT01»
, TWEEDS St WOOLLEN CLOTHS to select from. »nd 
our Tailoring Department gives overy satisfaction.

! The lift of goods in stock includes—
Jloots and Shoes o f  all hinds, hand and machine 

made; Hosiery and ¿Shirts, Thibet Fancy 0>1l<* 
Cotton Skirting and Skirts, Ladies' Costume*) 
Cloths, Harris Tweeds, Wool Cloakinrjs Shan'ts, 
Scarfs, Flannelettes; Watches, Cutlery, Needle*) 
Cabinet-making, Pass Brooms, Seeds, Nutritw 
Cocoa, etc.

Call or write for prices and patterns.
3« HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY, W.O.

(Near British Museum). ^
“  F I F T Y
a Perfect Being.” A new tract for propaganda 
work. Gd por 100, post free 7d„ of R. Ford or, 
Stonecutter-streot, K.O.
rn o  FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentler««®' 

requiring Buperior Cut Garments at modera1 
prices. First-class Style and Fit Guaranteed^" 
H. Hamitov, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castlo Htreet, Jv' 
Three doors from Regent Btreot, I Patronised n j  
leading F r o o t h ln k e r s . )____________________ ^
<( A HOME FROM HOME”  (for Freethinker#)*^ 

LXm Mrs Harry Long, No. 3, Vanco-road, 
pool. Apartments, near central station, promo*1®""' 
and sea. Readers, idea o show this to your friend*;
"Vy ANTED by June, in or near London, thre® 
v v four Unfurnished Rooms, by highly reaped® .- 

people; wif-i wonld prefer to act as housekeeper t(J 
return for same; is good cook; no objection, 
business house or children ; highest reference»* 
c/o Mrs. Paterson, 3 Kenilworih-villas, Newl®n

ijn Rye,__________________________
f.J.OD J LOVE I • I i ri tUK? By Cionr^ 
^  Naowiger. Price 2d. “  Written vigorously ,.^ 
Freethinker. “  Effective propagandist ptunP“  ft »»-̂  
Agnostic Journal. “ Shows so much UlOrt *
N ational lit former.—Robert Forder, Stonecu
treat, London,________________  —**h

riio  HOUSEHOLDERS AND OTHERS.— 
x  und Psperhangtng, good and cheap,by 1 ®iicC# 
Man. C. Riddle, 87 Wtstmoreland-strcot, P»®1 
S.W.

Printed and Published by (i- W* a*
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.Ch


