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“ Religion in any form hates and fears Science. Christianity 
in particular is the bitter enemy of all civilisation, which 
strives to make use of all the resources of this world, to 
domesticate, so to speak, the spirit of Man here upon Earth."

E d . von  H artm ann .

NIMBY PAMBY.

When t  was staying at the Royal Holloway Hotel, 
and wanted something to read besides the Bible with 
^bich my private room was supplied, I found the 
choice exceedingly limited. The library was selected 
hy the sky-pilot of the establishment, who appeared 
to have two principal objects in view: first, to spare 
the inmates’ brains; secondly, to supply them with 

edifying ” reading, calculated to cherish and develop 
their Christian principles. Literature was utterly 
neglected. By some accident a copy of Macaulay’s 
Essays was there, but the other books were all of the 
Sunday-school order. Before I found this out, how- 
ever, 1 innocoDtly asked the librarian—who was also 
Schoolmaster, parson’s clerk, and organist—to let mo 
have a copy of Shakespeare. The reply I got was a 
ghastly stare, followed by the remark, “ We don’t 
heep such profane books as that.” Fortunately I was 
afterwards allowed to have real literature from my own 
Rbrary, and saved from the softening of the brain 
?hich must have resulted from a study of the Royal 
Holloway Hotel library.

This circumstance has been brought to my mind by 
looking over a little book-casein the commercial room 
of a certain Belfast hotel. There are three shelves, 
nbout three feet long, full of books, supplied by the 
fish Branch of the Commercial Travellers’ Christian 

Association. The shelves staud upon a table arrange­
ment, with a collection-box slit in it, surrounded by 

invitation to contribute to tho funds of the said 
Association. Books, shelves, and stand nro tho Asso­
ciation's property, but wore paid for by tho commer­
cials, who in the course of years, if not ages, put tho 
6ur° of ten pounds into a box kept for that purpose. 

8o much for tho origin of this three-shelved library. 
°w for its contents—decided, I presume, by John 
tuart, William Russell, and Hudson Sheppord, who 

^re respectively president, treasurer, and secretary of 
o Association, or rather of its Irish Branch, 
ino books aro clean and nice-looking. In that 

j j SPe°t they differ from those in tho Royal Holloway 
Hut in other respects there is very little 

th ero.Dce; Christian edification is kept in viow in 
re^t60 rCt'° D ’ ft' so true'hluo Protestantism. For the 
see ’i6 harmless books aro intorspersod, of a more 

u ar character, to give tho library a plausible air 
the0?/ Cllcjhtn‘ * hero aro a few novels, but they aro 

itov. Charles Kingsley’s; there aro two volumes 
poetry, Elood and Tom Moore, tho latter of course 
“out the verses of little Mr. Little; there is actually 
olume by Darwin, but it is tho innocent Voyane of 

L0 Nearly all tho other books are sheer
amby-pamby, and ancient at that; while tho few
No. 5G4.]

readable ones, such as Pickwick, can hardly come to 
the slippered commercial traveller with any striking 
flavor of novelty. In short, no man the least above 
the Sunday-school level of reading would give twenty 
shillings for the blessed lot.

The officers of this Association must have a poor 
opinion of the intelligence of commercial travellers. 
I admit that the conversation of many of them is the 
chronicling of very small beer, and their “ chaff” 
mere fluent impudence. But they are not all of this 
description, and those who do read are surely entitled 
to something better (if I may so express it) than the 
stale buns and flat ginger-beer of Messrs. Stuart, 
Russell, and Shepperd.

There is a great talk among professional Christians, 
when they have to confront “ infidels,” about their 
partiality to intellect; but when they are under no 
necessity to be hypocritical they show their distrust, 
if not hatred, of all intellect that transcends a goody- 
goody novel, or Spurgeon’s Salt Cellar, or Gladstone’s 
ponderously foolish defence of the Bible. Pious 
persons, and especially Christian ministers, have 
generally betrayed, and often boasted, a dislike of 
strong, bracing literature. The books they have 
favored seem written “  for little people and for fools.” 
On the other hand, at least throe-fourths of the world- 
books, that lovers of real literature prize and study, 
came from the brains and pens of men who were 
accounted heretics, or who, if they conformed to tho 
roligion of their day, wero never suspected of holding 
it with any fervid tenacity. Thus it over was, and 
thus it ever will bo while Christianity endures. It 
always hated, loathod, or dreaded the human intellect; 
it always felt that reason was tho onomy of faith; it 
has always been alarmed at strong mens’ thoughts; 
it has always found peace and comfort in the society 
of babas and sucklings. G. W. FOOTE.

AL FRESCO FREETHOUGHT AND 
CHRISTIANITY.

The outdoor stations of the London Secular Federa­
tion are now in full swing. Above twenty in number, 
they do much good work in our parks and open 
spaces, introducing Freethought ideas and literature 
to thousands who would never think of entering a 
Secular Ilall. More stations would bo startod wero 
there an adequate supply of competent lecturers. 
But it is hardly necessary to say for this rough 
pioneer work, which needs tact and good humor as 
well as ability of speech and readiness in discussion, 
not everyono is fitted. Only those animated by dis­
interested enthusiasm for their principles can be ex­
pected to devote themselves to outdoor propaganda 
Sunday after Sunday. Much has been written about 
the labors, dangers, and sufferings of the early Chris­
tian apostles and of mo Jem missionaries. Possibly, 
if closely investigated, their exertions might be 
paralleled by thoso of some of our outdoor Free- 
thought advocates. Tho missionaries, even when 
among savages, have usually the advantage of hotter

i
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guns, boats, and other secular appliances of civilisa­
tion which induce respects But the outdoor Free- 
thought lecturer has too often to meet, with but scant 
assistance, calumny, abuse, and reckless, rowdy op­
position. I t says much indeed for the way in which 
these have been met that, while in nearly all these 
stations when first started the opposition has been 
so great as to result in disorder and threatened vio­
lence to the lecturer, in almost every one it has now 
been so overcome that Freethought lectures are now 
taken as a matter of course.

The Christian Evidence Society, recognising the 
value of our outdoor advocacy, devotes a portion of 
its income to maintaining Christian advocates at all 
our outdoor stations. With a full sense of my 
responsibility, and after many years’personal acquain­
tance of their methods, I am constrained to say that 
with a few exceptions these persons do not occupy 
themselves with their legitimate work, that of 
expounding and defending the evidences ot Chris­
tianity, but employ themselves rather in defaming 
the characters of their opponents. They pursue a 
policy of constant calumny, and if their employers do 
not connive at their abuse, they do little to check 
it. I t  would seem that, in order to display the efful­
gence of the one only true and divinely revealed 
religion, it is necessary to have a foil in theCimerian 
darkness of those of other faiths and of no faith 
at all.

On the platform we have sometimes been touched 
by the tender compassion of Christian advocates 
towards their poor misguided opponents. Their fine 
courtesy compelled the recognition that, despite all 
differences, unbelievers and believers may meet with 
profit on the common ground of civilised humanity. 
But before a rough audience in the open air—oh 1 
what a difference. The charity which thinketh no 
evil no longer animates them. Rather are they 
moved by the sentiment of the Psalmist—“ Do not I 
hate them, 0  Lord, that hate thee ? and am not I 
grieved with those that rise up against thee ? 1 hate 
them with perfect hatred. I  count thorn mine 
enemies ” (Ps. cxxxix. 21, 22).

Only those who have listened to certain of these 
Christian Evidence lectures can fully understand 
the depth and intensity of religious prejudices. They 
seek not to defend either the Christian miracles or 
dogmas. They avoid tho questions in dispute between 
sceptics and believers. Tho case against Biblo 
inspiration, the doctrines of the Fall, tho Incarna­
tion, the Atonement, and Eternal Punishmont, vir­
tually goes by default. They find it easier to attack 
Freethinkers than to defend Jehovah’s favorites. 
They act as though their instructions were “ No case, 
abuse plaintiff’s attorney.” The good deeds of Chris­
tians aud the bad characters of their opponents seem 
the main weapons in the Christian armoury. No 
argument is needed. A reference to that woll-adver- 
tised book, tho Elements of Social Science, suffices to 
show tho deplorable effects of infidolity, or at any 
rate to rouso the prejudice of those who know only 
as much of that work as the Christian advocate tolls 
them. And unfortunately there are many ready to 
believe that those who have given up religion have 
no morality, and that the enemies of God are noces- 
sarily tho enemies of man. Infidol is synonymous 
with miscreant, as anarchist with dynamiter. It is 
difficult to argue against such prejudices. Unfounded 
on reason they cannot be overthrown by it—

For dusky green the jaundiced eye 
Mistakes the clear blue summer sky.

There seems so little hope that these slaves of 
bigotry will be reached by rational argument, that 
Freethinkers, in discussing with them, must be sorely 
tempted to retort with their own methods of sarcasm 
and invective. But this would be a mistake. Like 
attracts like. In the long run nothing can be bettor 
for Freethought than that the unreasonable, violent,

calumnious, and prejudiced shall naturally gravitate 
round the Christian platform, while the calm, sincere, 
rational and charitable natures gather round that of 
Freethought. Seek to attract the best. Freethought 
is not going to triumph by force of numbers, emotion 
or contention, but simply by getting hold of the 
brains. We must overcome dogma by reason and 
triumph over calumny by self-respect.

J .  M . Wheeler.

LIFE AND DEATH.

[ concluded.]

Having indicated wherein the Secular view of life is 
vastly superior to that taught by orthodox Chris­
tianity, it will be serviceable to show that similar 
excellence obtains in reference to our views concern­
ing death. Christianity is credited with bringing glad 
tidings to all people, and yet it would be difficult to 
conceive of teachings more gloomy, and to the refined 
mind more objectionable, than those promulgated by 
the Christian Churches as to death and its results. 
According to the creeds of popular theology, not only 
is this world “ a vale of tears,” but there is a future 
existence where woe and sadness are to predominate. 
“ Many are called but few are chosen,” and those 
“ few” are to depart to what many of us regard as a 
very questionable abode, while the “ many ” are to 
“ go away into everlasting punishment,” to “ be 
tormented with fire and brimstone . . . for ever and 
ever.” Thus death is made the commencement of 
an endless life of fiendish cruelty and inhuman 
torture, which “ no mind can conceive without terror 
nor contemplate without dismay.”

What is death ? Of course it is impossible to give 
an equally explicit answer to this question as could 
be given to a similar interrogation in reference to 
life, inasmuch as experience comes to our aid in 
the one case, while in the other wo have to rely 
only upon conjecture. Organic life is marked through­
out its growth and decay by numorous changes to 
which a certain vitality is necessary. When this 
vitality is exhausted one groat change takes place— 
tho transfer of organic elornonts to inorganic nature. 
Instead of growth there is shrinking; instead of 
development there is degeneration ; aud finally death 
ensues, which is tho cessation of functional activity.

Death, then, is tho termination of life. Christianity, 
lowovor, asserts that nt this period the “ thinking 
principle ” does not coase to exist, but continues its 
functions under different conditions, making us sus­
ceptible either'to eternal happiness or to everlasting 
misery. Secularism avows that thero is not sufficient 
evidenco to justify the certainty of such a belief; that 
it is a theory unsupported by unfettered reason, and 
unsubstantiated by that science which is tho provi- 
denco of life. Professor Joseph Leidy thinks that 
the facts of scionco make it difficult to believe in the 
persistence of personal consciousness after bodily 
dissolution, and Professor E. S. Morse says: “ I have 
never yet seen anything in tho discoveries of scieuco 
which would in the slightest degree support or 
strengthen tho belief in immortality.” Professor 
Huxley, too, replies to tho question whether con­
sciousness can bo continued with somp substance 
which has not the properties of “ matter and force,” 
thus: “ As Kant said on a liko occasion, if anybody 
can answer that question, ho is just tho man I want 
to see.” Thus we have tho dogmatism of theology 
and the conjectures of orthodoxy robukod by the 
modesty of reason and tho lossons of science. But 
whichever bo tho correct ono, tho Secularist is quito 
safe. For, if death ends all, wo havo nothing to 
concern ourselves with beyond tho grave; whereas, 
should death be tho beginning of otornal conscious­
ness, tho better wo live in this life, tho greater wifi 
bo our advantage in tho next, if next thoro bo.
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The injurious tendency of the popular Christian 
teachings as to death upon the living is frequently of 
a very serious nature. For when they are consistently 
acted upon they make death of more importance than 
life. Hence we read in the Bible, “ What shall it 
profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul !” Believing that the majority of the 
human race are going to a burning hell, the orthodox 
Christian exclaims, “ Nothing is worth a thought 
beneath but how I may escape the death that never, 
never dies.” This unfortunate belief, when accepted 
as a reality, deprives life of its happiest moments, 
causes human duties to be neglected, makes fear pre­
dominate over love, and fills the minds of its victims 
with false notions and an unnecessary anxiety as to 
what their fate will be when they have “ shuffled 
off their mortal coil.” Overpowered with this per­
plexity, we find them frequently singing in nervous 
doubt, “ What after death for me remains, celestial 
joys or hellish pains to all eternity ?” No marvel that 
orthodox circles are composed of so many self-styled 
“ miserable sinners.” The wonder is that lives over­
shadowed by such gloomy ideas are ever cheered by 
the halo of human joy.

The reasons given in justification of such notions 
are exceedingly absurd. For instance, it is said that 
another life is necessary to compensate for the wrongs 
and injustice of the present one. But is it not a 
reflection upon God’s plans to impute to him the 
arranging of things in so incomplete and unjust-a 
manner here that a somewhere else is necessary 
where his mistakes may be set right? Besides, what 
guarantee have we that similar drawbacks will not 
obtain in another world? “ Once bitten twice shy” 
is an old proverb. Is it not more philosophical to 
“ bear the ills we have than fly to others we know 
not of,” endeavoring, however, at the same time, by 
our own exertions, to improve the imperfect conditions 
imposed upon us ? Moreover, wrongs and injustice 
are curses to this life; they affect those near and 
dear to us; and they also impair the usefulness 
of all who fall under their blighting influence. Now, 
the question arises, will the dear ones who share 
with us hero tho infliction of the wrongs, join us in 
tke next world and there participate in tho alleged 
compensation ? If no, we get tho bane without the 
antidote; if yes, a man who may have had many 
'rives in this world would find himself in rather an 
awkward position during tho compensating process. 
Further, it must be remembered that, according to 
the “ divine plan,” only a very small portion of those 
^ho endure tbo sufferings in this world will havo an 
opportunity of sharing in this supposed compensation 
lri tho next; for wo aro told that tho majority of 
Mankind will havo to enduro greater sufferings in 
the “ world to come.”

It is also stated that it cannot bo conceived how a 
Rood God could creato man only for this life. No 
doubt this is so; and neither, wo venture to assert, 
c&n it bo conceived how such a being could have 
arranged that tho greater portion of his childron 
®honld bo doomed to hell; how whole tribes of men 
exist apparently for little else than mutual destruc­
tion ; wliy tho strongor animals should live on tho 
■Weaker onos; why ruin and disordor should reign so 
extensively as they do throughout nature; or why 
Gm many should bo inclined to evil rather than to 
Rood. Verily, “ God moves in a mysterious way his 
Wonders to perform,” and probably St. Paul was right 
When ho said of God, “ how unsearchable are his 
Judgments and his ways past finding out.”

Orthodox Christians profoss to regard heaven ns 
being of greater importance than earth, and they 
uuct to believe that tho possiblo happiness of this 
no is far inferior to tho anticipated bliss of tho sup­

posed future existence. True, with the usual orthodox 
consistency, they cling to life as long as possiblo, and 
heir anxiety about heaven only assumes a reality

when, in the presence of death, they feel that their 
sojourn on earth has come to an end. The “ joys of 
heaven” are welcomed as a last resource. “ Distance 
lends enchantment to the view.”

Now, the superiority of Secularism consists in the 
fact that its adherents are not bewildered by such 
follies and delusions. Their heaven is to be realised 
in life, not after death; and its glory is found in 
loving hearts, well-trained brains and noble deeds, 
while its throne is the emblem of happiness, justice, 
and intellectual purity. The passport to the Secu­
larist’s heaven is not faith in an effete theology, but the 
living of an honest life, in which good conduct and 
sincerity of purpose shall be the predominating 
characteristics. Secular immortality consists in 
so living that when we are no more the world shall 
have no just cause to reproach our memories, and in 
so conducting ourselves in our homes and in our 
general relations with our fellow-beings, that those 
once bound to us by the sweet ties of affection and 
friendship shall feel a pleasure in dwelling upon the 
recollection of their associations with us. This is an 
immortality not of blind faith but of noble deeds— 
an immortality that is useful to acquire and beneficial 
to bequeathe to those we leave behind to continue 
the great battle of life that to us has been closed by 
death. Charles W atts.

A FltEETIIINKER AT LARGE.

VIII.—P rince K ropotkin at South Place. 
There is grave reason to fear that the mental 
digestions of the Ethical Culture lambs at South 
Place Institute may become seriously deranged, if 
not permanently impaired, by recent sudden and 
violent changes in their intellectual diet. A few 
weeks ago Mr. J. Allinson. Picton, M.P., was dis­
coursing to them, in a more or less conventional 
strain, upon “ Faith ” ; and on two Sunday mornings 
in this merry month of May they have sat at the feet 
of an Auarchist-Communist-Russian-Revolutionist— 
Prince Peter Kropotkin to wit. Well may the lambs 
sigh as they think of the placid days of Stanton Coit, 
with their calm, respectable atmosphere unshaken by 
the storm-clouds of Anarchism.

Prince Kropotkin was “ billed ” for May 1, tho 
ominous day on which all Paris was quaking lest 
Kropotkin’s French comrades should blow them 
“ higher’n a kite,” as Artemus Ward says. Tho bare 
announcement of tho Russian revolutionist’s name 
was sufficient to attract me to South Place; for he is 
a man whom I admire and reverence beyond all 
living men. To mo ho represents tho triumph of 
principle over all tho sordid motives of self-interest 
which bind tho mass of us as with chains of iron. 
This is not tho place in which to tell tho story of his 
life: how ho gave up wealth, high social position 
and scientific distinction, exchanging all these for 
tho dungeon, poverty and exile, in order that he 
might strive to raise his fellow-countrymen from tho 
abysmal misery into which grim oppression has 
plunged them. Let tho reader, if he desire to know 
more of this, search the pages of Stepniak’s books on 
tho Russian revolutionary movement. For myself I 
can only say that tho few opportunities which I havo 
had of close porsonal intercourse with Peter Kropotkin 
have boon an invaluable moral stimulus such as one 
cannot fail to derive from an example of the most 
complete self-abnegation and devotion to principle 
which it is possible to conceive.

When I entered South Place Institute on May I, 
Mr. Theodore Wright was reading one of the lessons 
for the day—an extract from Darwin’s Oriijin of 
Species. The othically cultured congregation listened 
with the patient nothing-shall-move-me air which 
one associates naturally with orthodox gatherings 
hearing God’s Holy Word road aloud. In the mean­
time Kropotkin sat quietly at tho back of the platform,
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his bald head and pallid features gleaming in the 
gloom. When the readings and anthems were at aD 
end, he advanced hastily to the front, and, without 
the aid of a single note, at once plunged into his 
discourse on “ Mutual Help and the Struggle for 
Existence.” He speaks English admirably, but the 
foreign accent is at times so strongly marked that I 
am afraid many of the ethical cultured ones followec 
him with difficulty—if at all.

I t may perhaps be accounted strange when I say 
that the whole of the discourse given by this Anarchist 
was a plea for sympathy and mutual help amongst 
mankind. I t was a lesson indirectly taught, probably 
to be enforced and expanded in the supplementary 
discourse on the following Sunday ; but throughout 
it was the one idea. Kropotkin addressed himself to 
the task of showing that the key-note of animal and 
insect life was not, as asserted by certain “ vulgarisers 
of Darwin,” a relentless struggle for existence, but 
mutual help. From the rich storehouse of his scientific 
knowledge Kropotkin drew, in the most simple and 
unaffected manner, abundant illustrations of his 
thesis.

He remarked that tho life and habits of animals 
were embodied in the earliest ethical poems and sacred 
books, and in ancient times the animal world was 
brought forward to confirm ethical theories. Darwin, 
in our own day, had used and misused the so-called 
struggle for existence in the animal world, to justify 
the doctrine of each man fighting for himself; but 
while science regards the struggle for existence as 
the last word, it will always stand in the way of 
further ethical development. I t was certain, however, 
that in years to come mankind would reject that 
ferocious principle, and try to find something more 
hopeful and more in accordance with the real course 
of nature. The disciples of ethical culture were 
interested in trying to find out whether the struggle 
for existence was a fact or only a mistaken theory.

I t was undoubtedly true that there is in Nature 
much of the struggle for life between individuals; 
but, within each species, mutual support and not 
struggle is continually exhibited. Darwin, in his 
Descent of Man, took a different view from that put 
forward in his Origin of Species. lie  had recognised 
the importance of the social feelings in the animal 
world. Tho species which contained the largest 
proportion of sympathetic members had tho best 
chance of survival. Huxley’s pitiless struggle for 
existence was not in accordance with Darwin’s views 
True, there was a fight for existence under tho pres­
sure of over-population, but even that assisted in 
developing a tendency towards mutual help. Which 
condition afforded tho better guarantee for progress: 
the struggle of individuals against one another, or 
the combined struggle of a species against adverse 
surroundings ?

Then Kropotkin proceeded to support his conten­
tion by examples of mutual help drawn from animal 
life. Tho ants lived in a well-organised community, 
building their homes and storing food for common 
use. I t had been discovered that ants assisted their 
starving brethren by a very curious process. If an 
insect with its crop well filled were to meet an ant 
that was hungry, it would lie upon its back and 
regurgitate a drop of nutritivo fluid, which tho 
famished ant would lick off to its no small advantage. 
An Italian naturalist had arrived at the conclusion 
that tho digestive canal of the ant consisted of two 
sections, of which it might (added the speaker) be 
said that tho posterior part was for tho individual and 
the anterior for the community. Iu some respects 
ant-life presented features analogous to those of 
civilised society. Slave-owning ants had degene­
rated to such a degree that they were incapable of 
maintaining their own life; and it was the function 
of their slaves to cleanse their bodies from parasites 
and to supply the food necessary for their existence.

In time of war the cruelties practised by ants were 
not inferior to those of man.

Reasonable limits of space will not permit me to 
follow throughout the interesting and suggestive 
examples which Kropotkin brought forward in sup­
port of his views. He told us how migratory birds 
assembled in vast numbers from all parts of the land 
at the approach of winter, and, starting from one 
spot, fly off in a well-determined direction to warmer 
climates until spring beturns. On the lakes of Siberia 
twenty or thirty species of wild-fowl would dwell in 
peace, voluntary sentinels watching for the approach 
of danger. If threatened by birds of prey, the assailant 
would be beaten off and confused by the attacks of 
numberless defenders of the commonweal. The pre­
datory eagle would swoop down, but by the efforts of 
the birds it would be prevented from securing its 
prey.

“ Vulgarisers of Darwin” had shown us Nature as 
one huge shambles; but Nature did not consist of 
lions and tigers alone. Musk-oxen, marmots, ground- 
squirrels, and many other animals live a social life 
which was quite conscious and took new forms of 
development. Birds associated, not merely for utili­
tarian purposes, but for the enjoyment of society. 
He contended that mutual aid was a much more 
valuable agent in the progress of tho species than the 
struggle for existence. I t was true that calamity 
often produced such a struggle; but the question 
was, Which was the better for the species ? If we 
had been dependant for progress upon calamities, we 
should not have arrived at our present state of 
development. Imperfectly nourished people leave 
deteriorated progeny; progress, therefore, represents 
abundance and social life, not scarcity and struggle 
for existence.

This brief summary of a not very brief discourse 
cannot possibly do justice to the subject or to its 
treatment; and, furthermore, Kropotkin stopped at 
his half-way house—he had not reached the end of 
his journey. But it seemed to mo as I listened to 
the Russian exile on that Sunday morning that it 
would be well that an echo, however feeblo and im­
perfect, of his plea for mutual help should be hoard 
amongst my brother Freethinkers.

G eouoe S tandkino .

JOHN BASKERV1LLE, TIIE FREETHINKER.

.John BaskeuVille is a name that gives lustro to 
tho history of Birminerham. Born at Wolvorloy, in 
Worcestershire, in 170G, wo find him commencing 
business hero soino thirty years after as a stone­
mason in Moor-street. Su' sequently ho appears iu 
tho Bull Ring as a schoolmaster. After that ho 
turned his attention to japanning, and appears to 
havo been successful, for Hutton says ho painted a 
separato picturo on each panel of his carriage, which 
served as his pattern card. Finally he takes to the 
printing business, making his own type, paper, and 
ink—probably such a combination as was never seen 
before nor since. To carry on his now business, ho 
purchased an estato on Easy-hill (now called Easy-
row), known as Baskerville House and Place_only
a few yards from Baskerville Hall. Tho modern 
meeting-placo of Freethinkers was so named after 
lim, erected at tho instance of a well-known Free­
thinker of Birmingham, Mr. Daniel Baker.

A description ol Baskervillo’s estate is given in tho 
advertisement of its sale, after tho death of his widow, 
in May, 1788. Sho died in March of tho same year, 
aged 80, as may bo seen on her tombstone in St, 
Phillip’s churchyard. This shows that, ulthough sbo 
lived thirteen years after his death, sho was born only 
two years after him. The grounds (now covered by 
buildingshaving hugo smoking chimnoys), besides 
having a commodious house, offices, warehouse, 
workshops, and garden, consisted of about sovon
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acres of rich pasture land in high condition; part 
laid out in shady walks, shrubberies, fish-ponds, 
grotto, etc. As usual in such cases now, it is 
pointed out as a very desirable spot to build upon”!

The elevated position of the estate may be learnt 
from the report of the engineer who constructed a 
canal through it. I t  gives the canal level as 3,000 
feet above the level of the Thames at London, and 
twelve feet higher than any other canal in England. 
I passed twenty years of my life in a manufactory 
built on this spot without being aware of its historic 
importance and interest.

An old acquaintance of mine, Mr. Harry Horton 
(now Rev. Dr. Horton), wrote a poem called “ Bir­
mingham,” in which he alludes to this pleasant spot 
and its owner. Near the old coal wharf, Horton 
■Writes,

The man of letters lived whoae noble mind 
Prompted to serve but not to fear mankind.
Whose anxious, useful course no one could blame, 
Though every sect could execrate his name.
And why ? Becauso too honest to deceive,
He only bowed to what he could believe :
Doctrines and creeds he scorned, though few would then 
Dare to withstand the tyranny of men —
T’ oppose with dauntless heart and single hand 
All that the tide of ignorance might command.

In a footnote Horton relates that Baskerville 
“ dared to die an avowed unbeliever in Christianity,” 
and that he was “ a man of letters” in two senses. 
In his will, Baskerville says, “ I have a hearty con­
tempt for all superstition.” The editor of Old and 
New Birmingham says that what follows this declara­
tion “ is too improper for repetition.”

The will goes on to inform us that “ the ignorant 
and bigoted cannot distinguish between religion and 
superstition, and are taught to believe that morality 
18 not sufficient to entitle him to divine favor.” He 
then, in harmony with the views of a modern 
Secularist, states: “ This morality alone I profess to 
he my religion and the rule of my actions.” It is 
thus evident that he would have endorsud tho senti­
ment of tho immortal author of tho Age of Reason, 

the world is my country, and to do good is my 
religion,” How sincere and earnest ho was may be 
marut from tho fact that ho constructed a conical- 
®haped building and painted it to receivo his body 
after lifo’a fitful fever was over. Hutton says, “ Ilis 
Version to Christianity would not allow him to lie 
among Christians.” To prevent any mistake, ho 
'WToto an inscription as follows :

“ Stranger 1 beneath this stone, in unconsecratod ground 
friend to the liberties of mankind directed bis body to 
interred. May the example contribute to tbe emancipati 
°f the mind from tho fears of superstition and the wick 
arts of priestcraft.”

Just after Mr. Hylands had completed improv 
»rents in Baakerville’s house, which ho had purchase 
fho rioters of July, 1791, set fire to it. The coil 
containing tho body of Baskervillo was discover! 
uy Bomo workmen in making a wharf in 1821. '
femaius had lain thero 40 tears, but being in a lie 
metically sealed lead coffin, thoy appeared in 
rornarkablo state of preservation. I mot an old mi 
°9 years ago who used to ploy in tho cherry orchar 
m*w called Cherry-street, who showed mo ono 
Buskervillo’s teeth—a singular relic to carry about 
his waistcoat po :ket. It is stated that his reinai 
^ ero ultimately placed under Christ Church—ai 
there is no report that evil consequences followed.

Baskervillo was one of tho first fifty Commisbiono 
aPpointed to govorn tho town by Act of l’arliamo 

one of our first local legislators.
In announcing his death, all that the local pap 

Said about him was that “ his memory would be pe 
potuated by the beauty and elegance of his printing 
A biographer (Cates) says “  he carried it to a heigl

never before reached, but met with very faint appre­
ciation of his labors.”

Although he left a considerable amount according 
to his will, Hutton says he had not squeezed it out of 
the press, although if he had had his deserts, it would 
have been expressed in five figures ! Outside bis 
family relations, it is only recorded that he left £500 
to the Protestant dissenting Charity School, which it 
should be remarked was open to poor children of all 
religious denominations. He left no children to bear 
his name.

As regards his printing, among other books he 
produced a Bible and Praver-book, the works of 
Virgil, Catullus, Lucretius, iEiop, Addison, Barclay, 
Congreve, and Milton. The beauty of the type is 
said to have astonished the librarians. Its superiority 
to all before it will be manifest to anyone examining 
and comparing specimens in our Reference Library. 
He appears to have possessed remarkable natural 
gifts as a designer, and employed the best available 
talent in the execution of his designs. A contem­
porary thus alludes to him in 1751—

O B-------- ! in whom tho’ rare unite
The spirit of the industrie and eke the ray 

Of bright inventive genius ; while I write,
Do thou with candour listen to the lay.

To the inhabitants in general the poet pays compli­
ment thus—

Whose useful t’newes, and curious arts proclaim
To all th’ admiring world from what rare stock they came.

Thero is no signature to the poem and no clue to its 
authorship.

Baskerville also doubtless came of “ a rare stock,” 
and by his “ curious a rts” commanded admiration. 
The only fact connected with bis family is tho record 
that ho inherited an estate of £60 per annum, which 
Hutton sa^s, during fifty years, increased to £90 a 
year. The same authority, who knew him a quarter 
of a century, states that although in the decline of 
life (he died 1775, aged 69), he retained the singular 
traces of a handsome man. Ilis figure was rather of 
the smaller size, and “ he delighted to adorn that 
figure with gold lace.” It is related that ho appeared 
at a funeral in his gold lace. Doubtless his handsome 
figure, with his gold lace and his painted carriage, 
drawn by a pair of beautiful cream-colored horses, 
was one of the sights of the town—eclipsing even 
the handsome turn-out of Alderman Avory of our 
time. Wo may readily believe “ in private lifo ho 
was a humorist, remarkably polite to tho stranger, 
and fond of show.”

Thero is one circumstance hardly croditable to his 
town or country—no ono could bo found to purchase 
his beautiful type. A Paris society bought it in 
1779, and with it, at tho cost of £100,000, produced 
tho works of their illustrious countryman Voltaire. 
After all, no more appropriate use could have been 
made of tho typo of John Baskorville.

Unbeliever that ho was, I find no mention of him 
as an “ Atheist,” or that “ he repented on his death­
bed.” Ho wns more fortunate than tho Oxford 
Bishops—ho was not cremated alive, and his houso 
was not burnt down till after his death. Ho was not 
burnt in effigy in tho public streets of the town liko 
Paine, nor did ho havo to fly for his lifo likaPriestley.

The memory of this man furnishes an oxample, 
among many thousand others, showing that a man can 
be a useful citizen, an ornament to his country, a 
promoter of liberty and progress, without having the 
faith of a Christian.

A writer at the tirno described him as giving tho 
“ hope” of hereafter for an “ unsubstantial” doubt. 
But thero is no evidence that his doubt was less sub­
stantial than tho writer’s hope. On tho other hand, 
“ hopes”  are by their very naturo “ unsubstantial,” 
whether of here or hereafter. Hope is no security 
that tho thing hoped for will arrive.
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Exiles, the proverb says, subsist on hope,
The distant good that mocks approach.

I  look upon Baskerville’s work here, irrespective of 
his doubts, as sufficient qualification for any possible 
future. If he had died in a sure and certain hope 
without doing the work, his name would not have 
graced the pages of every record of men who deserve 
to be remembered as servants of humanity. In any 
“ hereafter ” world, Baskerville may be relied upon 
for doing his best to improve it.

Charles C. Catxell.

BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL FUND.

1 0  THE SU B SC R IB E R S .
Ladies and Gentlemen,—

This Fund was originated, as you will 
remember, by the Executive of the National Secular 
Society, whose officers and members collected it, and 
under whose control it was always intended to 
remain.

In view of the present situation of affairs, which 
we assume to be more or less familiar to all of you, 
since it has been sufficiently discussed in the Free- 
thought journals, the above Executive has passed the 
following resolution :—

“ The Executivo of the National Secular Society, consider­
ing that a number of subscribers to the Bradlaugh Memorial 
Fund are anxious that their subscriptions should not bo 
indefinitely locked up, resolves that the said subscribers shall 
bo allowed to decide for themselves, and as far as possible 
individually, whether their subscriptions shall be invested by 
the N. S. S. in the National Secular Hall Society, or held over 
by the N. S. S. until the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall Company 
puts forward a practical proposal for carrying out its object ; 
and this Executive further resolves to leave the Trustees of 
the Bradlaugh Memorial Fund to ascertain and give effect to 
the wishes of tho subscribers.”

We therefore, being tho three trustees in whose 
joint names tho Fund is banked, now invite you to 
tell us how we are to deal with your subscriptions. 
Our addresses are subjoined, and a lettdr to either of 
us v/ill suffice. Tho earlier wo receive your directions 
tho better, as wo are anxious to relievo ourselves of 
this responsibility before tho date of the National 
Secular Society’s Conference.

According to tho terms of the above resolution, the 
total amount of subscriptions intended for tho Hall 
of Science scheme will be immediately invested in 
shares in the National Secular Hall Society (Limited), 
the shares being held by tho National Secular Society, 
either directly or through trustees. Subscriptions as 
to which we receive no instructions will be dealt 
with by tho Executive. The remainder of the Fund 
will continuo on deposit at tho Birkbeck Bank.

P.S.—Please say plainly : “I  wish my subscription 
to go to the Hall of Science Scheme.” Or,

“ I wish my subscription to bo still held over on 
the terms of tho resolution.”

G. W. F oote, 14 Clerkenwell Green, E.C.
Geo. A ndebson, 35a Great George-street, 8.W.
W. II. Reynolds, Camplin House, Now Cross, S.E.

OBITUARY.
It is with great regret I have to record the death of John 

Sunderland, aged 5G, on Thursday, May 5 ; he was a member 
of the Hall of Science and other Finsbury Clubs, a sterling 
Radical, and a staunch Freethinker. He died a soldier of 
Freethought, true to his principles to the last, and without 
flinching he went through the sad ordeal of leaving those he 
loved, happy in the knowledge he had dono his best for 
them throughout his life. The funeral took place at Ilford 
on Thursday, May 12, Mr. F. Haslam reading the Secular 
Rnriftl Service;'*»!. A,

A C I D  D R O P S ,
Alfred John Field having been sentenced to eighteen 

months’ imprisonment for “ carnally knowing ” Susannah 
Clapperton, a girl under eighteen years of age, we are now 
free to comment upon this extraordinary case, which will keep 
all the Christian Evidence lecturers going for the next half 
generation. ____

Field is a young man, and although not robust-looking, he 
is evidently endowed with strong polygamous instincts. 
Being dissatisfied with one woman, he induced his wife, by 
means of some remarkably silly representations, to let him 
play Jacob to her younger sister, and as Miss Susannah was 
under eighteen it brought him within the grasp of the 
criminal law. We do not intend to enter into the nauseous 
details of the case. Suffice it to say that Field is a very 
beastly fellow, and his defence was, if possible, even more 
disgusting than his crime.

Because Field was at one time a member, and even secre­
tary, of the Finsbury Park Branch of the National Secular 
Society, the baser sort of Christians are in a high state of 
jubilation. All the black sheep on their side count for 
nothing; cne black sheep on the Secular side they think 
sufficient to damn the whole flock. It does not occur to them 
that the very fact of their making so much noise over this 
case is an indirect compliment to Secularism. They get a ■ 
case of this kind so seldom that they must make the most of 
it. And they do.

Of course, we might reply that Field ceased to be secretary 
of the Finsbury Park Branch a good while before the offence 
was committed, and that he had even ceased to be a member. 
But we waive all that. Let the fellow be a Secularist, if you 
will; what does it prove ? Why, that one Secularist, of all 
the thousands in England, has turned out a slimy rascal 1 
But what of that ? Are there not hundreds, nay thousands, 
of slimy rascals among the Christian population of England ? 
And who ever said that Secularists were impeccable ?

Mr. Geoghegan, the prosecuting counsel, was too fair to 
charge Secularism with Field's dirtiness. Judge Grantham, 
as we are told by a friend who heard the trial, was likewise 
free from bigotry. But their example will bo lost upon tho 
bigoted Christians outside the court. They chuckle, yea they 
rejoice. “ See,” they cry, “ the results of Secular teaching 1” 
Poor fools I If they only thought for five minutes, instead of 
yelling, they would see that Field’s conduct is not tho result 
of Secular teaching. It is more liko the result of Bible 
teaching. Field followed Jacob in “ carnally knowing ” his 
wife’s sister; his seraglio tendencies wero a poor copy of 
8olomon’s ; while his getting a younyer woman than his wife 
to share his bed, seems very like a leaf out of the book of 
David, who took a young virgin as a bed-warmer when he was 
cold and seventy.

The only real importance of this Field case is the lesson it 
teaches us to bo very careful in allowing very young or untried 
men to occupy responsible positions. The Finsbury Park 
Branch was very young itself when it allowed Field to bo 
secretary ; it is older now, and will probably be more cautious 
in future.

While tho Christians are so jubilant over this Fiold caso, it 
will be well for them to remember the text “ Physician heal 
thyself.” One of our friends, Mr. A. Guest, has been in tho 
habit of jotting down, during the past eleven months, tho 
convictions of pious folk, mostly sky-pilots, ho has mot with 
in casually reading the newspapers. Of course ho has not 
made a complete Clerical Newgate Calendar for the period. 
Many cases in various parts of the country will never have 
come to his notice. His list, however, such as it is, for tho 
eleven months ending May 1, 1892, is as follows :—Robbery, 
13; sexual offences, 42 ; suicide, 19 ; fighting, 1 ; perjury, 
1; fraud, 17; poaching, 1; smuggling, 1; assault, 8 , 
drunk, 5 ; cruelty, 5 ; slander, 1 ; manslaughter, 3 ; attempted 
murder, 1 ; murder, 17. Total 135. Mr. Guest brings hia 
total up to 160 with 25 cases of madness. But madness is no 
crime, although, of course, religion has often a great sharo in 
producing it.

Lecturing at Wood-green, tho Rev. Mark Guy Pearso Bald 
that Christians wsr* few and far batwaen; Da asked thi
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audience, when they did come across a Christian, to stroke 
him down and look well at him, for they would not meet 
another very soon. Strange ! We used to talk that way 
once. But we have eased off since the Bishop of Exeter con­
firmed thirty-eight idiots at Starcross Asylum. When there 
are thirty-eight bona fide Christians in one establishment the 
species is really growing numerous.

Soma naughty urchin let off a squib in Chartres Cathedral 
while mass was being solemnised. Of course there was a 
panic. The congregation were afraid of going to heaven. 
They preferred the street.

Mr. W. H. Hurlbert has ended his chequered career as a 
pious journalist and a man of fashion by entering a monastery. 
“ Mr. Wilfrid Murray ” is understood to be secluded in the 
same spot. ____

but to the mind of our sub-editor, who writes this paragraph, 
his letter is an ebullition of the Pharisaic spirit.

A striking opportunity for a Christian is given by a hard- 
up person who advertises that he wants a loan from a 
Christian on the terms stated in Luke vi. 30-35. A Christian 
who will lend “ hoping for nothing again ” is likely to prove 
as rare as one who can take up serpents and drink deadly 
things without injury.

Mr. Lushington, at Bow-street, is one of those magistrates 
who, instead of taking affirmations at once in accordance with 
the spirit of the Evidence Amendment Act, proceeds to 
catechise the witness as to his belief. Upon Mr. Truelove, 
the bookseller, refusing to answer the catechism, he was told 
to stand down, and his evidence was not received, which was 
much to the advantage of a well-known book thief.

It appears from a religious census taken in the district of 
Barry, Glamorganshire, that about two-thirds of the adult 
population absent themselves from religious worship alto­
gether, though every variety of belief is presented for their 
choice. This in the pious Principality. Another indication 
of the census is that the Church is receding before Wes- 
leyanism. ____

Herr Adolf Wilbrandt, one of the leading ''writers of 
Austria, has brought the Neue Freire Presse into trouble by 
a poem in which the thieves on the cross are approved and 
the central figure is railed at.

The Church Missionary Report gives rather a curious 
instance of God’s beneficence. It says that during the past 
year in Japan earthqaake3 killed over ten thousand people 
and injured far more, but thanks to God no Christians were 
either killed or wounded. This society, by the way, reports 
no converts from Palestine or Persia, but says " there is far 
jnore inquiry among the Mohammedans.” We should take 
mquiry as an evidence of a bad look out for Christianity.

The sheep farmers in Dumfrieshire are troubled by a plagne 
°f mice who, having destroyed most of the grass on the hills, 
are now beginning to destroy the oats by eating away the 
roots. In Algeria the locusts have destroyed the cereal 
crops. In Syria thero is also a plague of locusts. But these 
are only evidences that the Almighty acts for the good of 
Ihe greatest number. ____

Mr. 0. E. Smith, the U.S. Minister at St. Petersburg, in 
tbo current number of the North American Review, says 
there aro from fourteen to sixteen millions of people in 
absolute want of the necessaries of life, and dependant upon 
measures of relief from various sources for continued exist­
ence. The area over which the famine extends contains a 
Population of more than thirty millions. So careful is their 
heavenly Father of their wants, that one half of this popu­
lation must havo died of she-r starvation if continuous relief 
bad not been provided from public and private sources for 
several months. And now disease, as well as famine, is 
stalking over the land, and the cold has been so intenso and 
luel so Bcarce that peasants havo had to burn even their 
Wooden ploughs to save themselves from freezing to death.

The election of a secretary caused considerable stir in the 
Congregational Union, the Eev. W. J. Woods, who was 
elected, having been opposed by Dr. Joseph Parker. A charge 
of plagiarism was also brought against Mr. Woods, who was, 
however, supported by the Rev. Guiness Rogers and the 
majority of the Union.

How the bishops take to heart the saying, “ Love not the 
world, neither the things of the world ” ! Here is his Lord- 
ship of Chichester, nearly ninety ; the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, eighty-three ; the Bishop of Norwich, eighty ; and 
others well in the sere and yellow leaf, who will take no hint 
to resign, but cling to their episcopal salaries long after unfit 
for the performance of their duties. But of such are the 
kingdom of heaven. ____

A woman who was sentenced last Saturday to three months’ 
imprisonment for pocket-picking carried about with her a 
devotional diary, in which were such entries as “ St. Paul’s 
morning,” “ Westminster Abbey afternoon,” “ Spurgeon’s 
Tabernacle at seven.” Under the heading of “ Subjects for 
Praise and Prayer ’’ she noted opportunities for relieving 
people of their superfluous property.

A monk named Iladelt has been sentenced to death at 
Valence for the murder of a priest at the Aiguebelle convent. 
Hadelt appears to have lived a lifo of crime, committing 
robberies at several convents.

The Rev. Edgar Dunbar, of California, has been following 
the example of God’s favorites to the extent of having four 
wives and no divorce. __

Parson Twyne, of Hawkwell, would not rob a poor man of 
his beer even on Sunday. lie said if the public-houses were 
closed on Sundays he thought the village policeman ought to 
go to the rectory every Saturday night and tako away the 
key of his cellar and wine-bin until Monday morning. Every 
Sunday morning when he returned home from church ho had 
a tankard of beer, and if he wanted two tankards ho had 
them. And before going to church on Sunday afternoons he 
had some Scotch whiskey. “ Open confession is good for 
the soul.” If he could do that, why should not the working 
men be able to got what they wanted from the public-houses f

Ab an illustration of the divine goodness, tako this de­
scription by Prince Dolgorukoff of the scurvy now prevalent 
io Russia ; « Scurvy has broken out and has been raging for 
fhe past month in my district (Busulick district, about a 
hundred miles east of the town of Samara). It is a most 
dreadful disease. Blood flows from the mouth, noso, and ears 
°f those who suffer from i t ; the teeth fall out, the palate 
crumbles away, the wholo body is covered with sores, the 
constitution of the patient gradually succumbs, and the sufferer 
dies a horrible death.”

Arnold White, in his “ Truth about the Russian Jews ” in 
the Contenrporami Review, gives a very good character indeed 
to tho Russian Jews. If Mr. White is correct, the outrages 
must be more the result of religious bigotry than of anything 
®Re, and reflect the more shame on the Christians.

There has been a controversy in the Bristol Mercury ontl 
subject of Eternal Punishment, in which the Rev. W. Mofft 
Hogan has joined. Mr. Logan writes a long letter, but sai 
hut little to the point. He complains e, deal of Pharisee

Thanks to the generosity of a lady, the Church Association 
has started a Protestant Van, with which it hopes to preserve 
the country districts from Popery. Some day Freethought 
will have such means placed at its disposal, and we fancy 
will do far more than any Church societies.

At a church bazaar was held a lantern exhibition of biblical 
subjects. The pianist not having arrived, one of tho audience 
proffered his services until he camo. Time having arrived 
for commencement of the exhibition, a slide was put into the 
lantern of “ Christ Walking on tho Sea.” The pianist seemed 
bewildered what air would bo appropriate, so ho ventured 
with “ Life on tho Ocean Wave.” The rector could not 
permit this to go on, and remonstrated with the pianist; and, 
having apologised, the slide was at once withdrawn and the 
subject “ The Return of the Prodigal Son ” was then shown. 
The pianist then played '• Johnny Comes Marching Homo ” 
(during this slide the rector was busy looking after the rafll.s) 
which caused much laughter. Next slide exhibited was tho 
“  Twelve Apostles ” | the pianist, noticing their long hair, 
thought “ Get Your Hair C ut” would be very appropriate)
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but the churchwarden stepped into the room and stopped the 
whole performance. ____

The Rev. Hugh R. Baker, vicar of St. Michael’s and All 
Angels (what a crew!), Woolwich, issues a little Parish 
Magazine. From the May number we see that on Good 
Friday the parishioners were treated to a pious panorama, the 
“ Stations of the Cross” being shown with a lime-light. 
“ We may have something of the kind on Ascension Day,” 
says Mr. Baker. J. C. will go up again, if the show works 
properly ; and the apostles will gape with wonder, with such 
open mouths that if J. C .ftll any one of them might swallow 
him.

Mother: “ I don’t see why you and your husband should 
have so much trouble. You don’t belong to different 
churches, do you ?” Daughter : “ No, mother.” Mother : 
“ Then there is no excuse for fighting like cats and dogs.”

They have had an exciting vestry meeting at Waltham­
stow. The business was the election of churchwardens. The 
method was a series of free fights. Mr. McSheedy was 
mauled, and the police had to be called in. Religion has 
evidently a pacifying, harmonious influence at Walthamstow.

The Vtn Dr. Dunbar (we fancy we have heard of him 
before) has preached some farewell sermons at St. Mary’s 
parish church, Walthamstow. In one of them he tried to 
explain how Jesus spent three days and three nights in the 
bowels of the earth between late on Friday night and early 
on Sunday morning. This is how it was done. There were 
two days and one night at Jerusalem, and on the other side 
of the world there were two nights and one day. Add them 
together, and you have three days and three nights. See! 
One for Dunbar 1 But just imagine a big church devoted to 
such profound intellectual labors, and thousands of people 
assisting the Ven, Dr. Dunbar to solve such gigantic problems. 
And in the last decade of the nineteenth century too ! Who 
dares to say the world is not progressing ?

The Rev. C. II. Wilkins, of Bristol, is well up in skyology. 
He is delivering a series of lectures on “ Heaven Opened,” one 
of which is entitled “ The language spoken there.” Perhaps 
it is English, with a Bristol ascent.

He was a deacon from the Principality, and when he came 
up to London to the May meetings, he accidentally got into 
the Alhambra instead of into Exeter Hall. When he reached 
home, his brethren interrogated him upon his London adven­
tures. “ Well, look you,” he said, “ I did go one night into 
what I thought was Exeter Hall, but it was a dreadful place.” 
“ How did you find out your mistake ?” “ Oh, I found out
my mistake because there was no collection !” And that was 
how the brethren discovered that their pious deacon sat out 
the performance.

Ananias Hughes has been to Ipswich, raking in shekels for 
the London Wesleyan Mission. The Ipswich Freethinkers 
distributed a gross of A  Lie in Five Chapters—Mr. Foote’s 
exposure of Hughes’s story of the Converted Atheist Shoe­
maker. Copies were posted to Nonconformist ministers and 
leading citizens likely to attend the meetings. One copy was 
put in an envelope and handed to the Rev. Ananias on the 
platform. His countenance beamed. No doubt tho envelope 
contained a cheque. Alas ! it is only another copy of that 
dreadful pamphlet. So the face of the Rev. Ananias fell. 
8old again l ____

“ Peter Lombard,” of the Church Times, when at the Sea 
of Galilee, was reminded of Mark Twain’s irreverent joke that 
the rower3 were so slow that he did not wonder Jesus Christ 
got out and walked. “ Peter Lombard ” said they had no 
sooner got well out on the lake than those descendants of tho 
apostolic fishermen protended to descry a storm coming. 
“ Pater,” however, made them row for the stipulated time 
along the shore.

A new Messiah has risen in Chicago. He is a Cuban negro 
named Ferdinand Cherutte, and goes about the city preaching 
repentance on the well-known lines.

people, has recovered from bis recent alarming illness, and 
celebrated the event by giving a million dollars to the 
Chicago University as a “ praise-offering to God for being 
restored to health.” If Mr. Rockefeller hadn’t mentioned 
names, his restored ability to plunder the people would natu­
rally lead one to think that Satan was managing the patient’s 
case.— The Great West,

The following story is told in the Truthseeker:—“ A con­
tractor in California had just completed a canal, on which 
he had employed many Chinese laborers. Visiting San 
Francisco, he called upon the merchant who supplied the 
coolie labor. The merchant showed him every attention in 
bis power. Among the many curious places in China-town 
shown him was the principal Joss-house. There he saw the 
effigy of a tiger fabricated out of various kinds of wool and 
metal. The tiger’s mouth was wide open to receive the 
offerings of the faithful. Upon the lower jaw was a fine 
porter-house steak. The gentleman pointed to the steak and 
asked his host if he thought Joss would get it. The celestial 
instantly replied, “ Alle same Jlesus Clis all d—d humbug.” 
This shows there are infidels to the religion of Joss the same 
as there are to that of Jesus.

Dr. Parker begins in The Young Man a series of “ Notes 
for Inquirers concerning the Faith of Christ,” which he 
already announces will appear in book form, price 4s., on 
Oct. 1, 1892. The first chapter is entitled “ Mystery No 
Stumbling-block to Faith.” Dr. Parker seeks to defend 
theological humbug because everything in nature is wonder­
ful, and even science has its mysteries. Yes, but the facts 
of science can be demonstrated ; whereas the mysteries of 
theology are either misinterpreted myths, or legends and 
beliefs that have descended from barbarous times.

Dr. Parker complains that “ mysteries have a better 
chance outside tho Bible than inside.” He doesn’t see the 
reason is beciuse the Bible bears evidence of being the record 
of unscientific prople. The question as to Bible miracles, for 
instance, is not as to their wonderfulness or their possibility 
even, but simply have we sufficient evidence to believe that 
they happened?

Dr. Parker’s argument simply comes to this—all things at 
bottom are mysterious ; therefore shut your eyes, open your 
mouth, and take what we say God has sent you. But this 
argument proves too much ; it is as good for the Catholic priest 
turning flour into divinity, as for Jesus Christ turning water 
into wine.

REV. SAMUEL BONES.

T he Rev. Samuel Bones was a good missionary,
Sent to reform tho benighted Feejee,

To teach and to preach and to show by example,
IIow saintly a savage a Feejeo might be.

lie said it was sinful to serve an acquaintance 
As a stow or ragout at an afternoon tea ;

Ho taught them that even a ploasant expression 
Was not enough dress for a modern Feejea.

But alack and alns ! these desperate heathen 
Somehow didn't reform or convert worth a cent.

And they vulgarly vowed, in their coarse Feejeo language, 
That they’d eat Reverend Bones even if it was Lent.

But when they had cooked him one morning for breakfast 
Then they mourned him and called him the tenderest 

of men,
And they wept bitter tears after ho had beon eaten,

And wished him alive—to eat over again.
And the Turn Turn quartet with intuitive feeling,

And a fine sense of what would have pleased the 
remains,

Sang a requiem which he in person bad taught them 
To expressively sing with considerable pains.

They chanted with joy, and that sense of elation 
Which comes from done duty and freedom from sin,

The words of that touching, appropriate anthem,
" Oh, he was a stranger, and we took him in.”

Jack You cannot come in.” Visitor: “ Tho dickens. 
Jack : “ The dog would not let you in if you wero Jesus 
Christ.”

It is said by someone that millionaire Rockefeller, who nas 
managed to get hold of many million dollars earned by other
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, May 15, Labor Hall, 50 South Bridge, Edinburgh : 
morning, “ Who Wrote the Bible?” ; ufternoon, “ After Death 
What?” ; evening, “ A World Without God.”

May 22 and 29, Hall of Science.
June 5, N. S. S. Conference; 19, Birmingham.

~ *  ' '  ' 
TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb. Cha rles W atts’ E ngagements.—May 15 and 22, Bir­
mingham; 17 and 31, debate with Rev. Dr. J. McCann at 
Birmingham; 29, Liverpool. June 5, N. S. S. Conference; 
14, debate with Dr. McCann ; 19, Bristol; 26, Birmingham. 
July 3 and 10, Hall of Science; 17, Birmingham ; 24, South 
Shields; 31, Newcastle. August 7 and 14, Birmingham; 
21, Manchester; 28, Sheffield. September 4, Birmingham; 
11, Town Hall, Birmingham.—All communications for Mr. 
Watts should be sont direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The 
Crescent, Birmingham.

S. A. Mil l ic h a m p .—Your letter will go before the trustees of 
the Fund on Mr. Foote’s return to London. Thanks for 

-Tour promise of support to the National Secular Hall Society. 
W. Lush .—Mr. Foote will see to it when he is back in London. 
"■ New ry .—See “ Acid Drops.”
J -Hoo per .—Not being marked outside your letter was sent 

on to Mr. Foote. We are sorry, but the fault is yours, 
ib H. B. St e ph en so n .—Shall appear.
L Jack.—Thanks. See paragraph.

Witty  says that a Jewish friend of his complains of a 
recent paragraph in the Frethinker, to the effect that several 
Jews and Jewesses dispense wilh the marriage ceremony in 
consequence of the high splicing fees charged by the rabbis. 
-Ho says the fees run from a guinea down to half a guinea, 
ai'd poor Jews are even married for nothing, the cost being 
defrayed by a society instituted for that purpose. 
H em ingw ay .—Too late for last week, owing to Mr. Footo’s 

«hsence from London, of which our readers had warning.
’■ H. L ic h ec e .—Wo know nothing of spirits; still less, if 

possible, can wo tell you how they creep, wriggle, or Bail 
through matter. Inquire of the Spiritists, who profess to 
be well informed on the subject.
• yN'HOLsoN.—Thanks. See “ Sugar Plums.” Wo are always 
Pleased to receive reports of Freolhought work and progress.
■ Guest.—Your list is useful, Seo paragraph. It might bo 
U'orth while to compile a list for the last ten years from the 
hack numbers of the Freethinker. A complete list could 
hardly bo compiled without going through the filesof all the 

^ Newspapers in England—an impossible task.
•II, Nicholson.—( 1) Wo do not say thatChristianiiy teaches 
People to commit common crimes. Our point is that Cliris- 
la®8 are no hotter than other people. Even this point wo 
..V press becauso Christians protend that Freethinkers are 

vv,ckcd and immoral. (2) You say that if a Secularist com- 
*n!ts a crime ho is still a Secularist, but if a Christian com- 
unis a ctitoe ho ceases to bo a Ohiistian. What a convenient 

j  lh«'uy-for Christians !
•\y 'Gibson.—Will use if possible.
W p '^AEns'—Cuttings are always wclcomo. See paragraph.

•,/hMKit’ Haughley, Suffolk,supplies this journal ami other 
\y  ! c,,lar publications to order. 

w UIi0Ka8.—Mr. Logan sayB ho was once a Freethinker, but 
p ° ,Ca"n<)t find anyone who over know him to ho such, 
do * aPS '10 imagined it, as ho imagined hearing Mrs. Law 

-K,fo the Almighty to strike her dead. Thanks for cutting. 
p )  ,,vyp °0 l).— Ihdyoako’s Trial o f Theism, Bradlaugli 

ea fay Atheism, Mirnbaud’s System of Nature, Orote 
(Truelove), Mill’s Essays on Religion  (the first. 

,. °)> Cliffurd’s Essays, Roado’s Martyrdom of Man. Roadthese.''....... “ i ' SSa>JS’
H.']V‘ i*AKKn.—Wo are obliged. Soo “ Acid Drops.”

'eiiv l IFT0N'—Nl,t Going marked “ Lecture Notice ” on the 
B,.a ,pe»y°ur letter was sent on to Mr. Fnoto in Ireland, 
direr* Recrotarios should really attend to tho vory simple 
j cti(,|18 wo |,r|Ilt every week.—No Mr. Skirub or Scrwen 
¿¡j ev°,r lectured for tho N. S. S. in Finsbury Paik. You 
a]]e right to ask for tho name ami addreSH of the
r*w e< convort* but wo aro not Burnriaed you did not 

A. E. MV6 a"y -atlrfaction.
Savio ■■ V * Graves has a book on Sixteen Crucified
'Was r5̂  '"I w° d° not consider it trustworthy. (2) Osiris 
less f t0 "uva L°en torn to pioces. (3) Renan is doubt- 
thoutrl U*r ,®0,,,iH° scholar and is always worth roading, 

AV. Ii,./,* w<3 ‘ 0 ,u,t endorse his viuws on many points. 
MovicyLA v*’ Tll!l,,kH for j"ko.

Hover « "'formant is entirely wrong. Mr. Brndlaugli 
Partv ; BOC"r°d ” tho Ilall of Scienco to tho Fieothouglit 
mornl *n n,"y 0t,10r HeI1H0 than this. lie, and ho alone, had a 
effect .Unip?rs,a,|ding with Mr. U. O. Smith to tho fallowing 
Was (a i l̂0 Freethought party (through Mr. Bradlaugh) 
U0t j-, Gave the use of tho largo hall for Sunday lectures, 
thnni.fi’ but. ?n condition that ouo half tlie nett takings 

d bo paid to Mr. Smith as rout, Mr, Bradlattgh, Mrs,

Besant, Mr. Foote, aud all other N. S. S. lecturers, have 
occupied the Hall of Science platform on those terms. All 
the party “ secured ” was a preferential right (and that only 
a moral one, not a legal one) to the use of the large hall on 
Sundays, subject to special conditions of rental. Had Mr. 
Smith gone bankrupt, had he died, or had he beeD compelled 
for any reason to sell his interest in the lease, the Free* 
thought party would have had to gone elsewhere, unless it 
hired the hall of his successor in tho ordinary way of busi­
ness. Those who assert anything beyond this (whoever 
they are) are deceived or deceiving.

Mb . D oeg writes that the watch story revived by the Rev. 
Moffat Logan and falsely attributed to Mrs. Law, was found 
by Mrs. Besant in p. newspaper bearing date late in the 
eighteenth century.

W. E. 1.—In our next.
W. E l d e b .—Glad to have your sympathy in our “ efforts to 

secure the Hall of Science for headquarters ” of the Free- 
thought party.

Quiz.—We do not know the price. English postage stamps 
aro no use in America.

V eg eta r ia n .—Most of the original shareholders of the 
Company are, like yourself, in favor of the Hall of Science 
scheme. Mr. Foote is better for the change. His health is 
excellent again.

D. E l e y .—No editor can please everybody, and only a foolish 
one tries to. You do not like to hear Hugh Price Hughes 
called Ananias ; at the same time you say “ whether he has 
told a lie or not about the Atheists I do not know.” Hadn’t 
you better “ know ” first, and direct your indignation after­
wards ?

J. W. W il l e t t .—Nothing can bo done till after tho N. S. S. 
Conference. If you write to the N. S. S. secretary early in 
June, your letter will be brought before the Organisation 
Committee. No doubt something might bo doue in Norfolk, 
with Norwich as a centre.

Ow ing  to Mr. Foote’s absence from London m uch correspon­
dence stands over till next week.

Lec tu r e  Notices not marked as such on envelope have been 
forwarded to Mr. Foote.

Pa per s  R e c e iv e d . — Fritankaren — Two Worlds—Western
Figaro— Boston Investigator------Der Arme Teufel—Flaming
Sword — Ironclad Age—Lucifer — Progressive T h in ker-  
Twentieth Century—Clarion—Church Reformer—Pearson’s 
Weekly— Hull Times — Open Court—Jarrow Guardian— 
Kansas Lucifer— Bulletin Mensuel Federation Française de 
la Libro Penseo — Pen and Pencil—The Young Man —Bristol 
Meicury—Reynolds’ Newspaper—Eastern Morning Nows— 
Western Super Mare Gazette—Young Men’s Review—Denver 
Daily News.

Lit e r a r y  communications to ho addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clot ken well-green, London, E.O. All business communi­
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Scale op  Ad v e r t ise m e n t s .—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every 
succeeding ton words, 6d. D isplayed Advertisements :— 
One inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £1 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

SUGAR__ PLUMS.
The Ulster Branch (Belfast) is making good headway. Its 

new meeting-place, Crown Chambers, seats nearly two 
hundred persons, and is well patronised by the public. The 
members’ list increases, and the Branch is very active in 
circula'ing Freethought literature. Of course a larger hall 
is engaged for special lectures. An effort was made to obtain 
a commodious Music Hall for Mr. Foote’s meetings, and at 
first tho prospect was favorable, but one of the directors 
raised legal objections, and the place was ultimately refused, 
the Branch having to fall back on the hall in which Mr. 
Foote pieviously lectured. Belfast is still a very bigoted 
city ; no one will bo surprised to hear that. Nevertheless, 
the bigotry is gradually diminishing, and the Branch takes a 
sanguine view of tho situation.

Notwithstanding the fine weather Mr. Foote had excellent 
meetings at Belfast on Sunday All three audiences were 
larger than those during his previous visit. Unfortunately 
the hall was very ill-ventilated, and the hot, vitiated air was 
most oppressive. It is devoutly to be wished that a more 
commodious hall could be obtained. With regard to the 
discussion, it was hardly as spirited as before. No one 
opposed in the morning, and only one critic had an innings 
in the afternoon, but there was an improvement in the even 
ing, when three Christian advocates did battle for their faith.

What the Ulster Branch is most anxious to see is a public 
d e b a te  between a leading Freethinker and some local Christian 
minister. When that notorious Orangemen, the Rev. Dr. 
Kane, preached to three thousand people on “ The Vanity of 
Secularism,” the committee tried to lead him into a public
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discussion, but be was not to be drawn. The subject was 
worth a pulpit-blast but not worth a debate ; in other words, 
the worthy Orangeman and Christian champion preferred 
fighting in his own church to fighting in the arena.

Freethought is spreading in all directions. Even the com­
mercial travellers are bitten with it—poisoned, the Christians 
would say. When Mr. Foote arrived at his Glasgow hotel, 
late on Saturday night, a couple of commercials were waiting, 
to see him, the landlord having informed them who was 
coming. They introduced themselves eagerly. One was a 
freethinking young Jew, the other an elderly and very intel­
ligent man who had helped the Freethought cause in the old 
days when Mr. G. J. Holyoake was in Fleet-street. Two other 
commercials, in the course of conversation, turned out to be 
heterodox. Only one in the whole lot was really bigoted. 
He reproved the freethinking young Jew for going to hear a 
Secular lecture, and declared that if he himself went inside a 
Secular hall he should feel that he was committing a sin all 
the time he sat there.

Arriving at his Belfast hotel, early on Thursday morning, 
Mr. Foote found a hearty welcome. The hotel folk were glad 
to see him again. Curiously, the first gentleman he met in 
the commercial room was an heretical traveller5 who left 
Belfast by the same boat as Messrs Foote and Wheeler a 
little more than twelve months ago. This gentleman stayed 
at the same hotel with them in Belfast, and he and 
commercial friend with him were both Freethinkers.

Mr. Andrew Carnegie, the Detroit Free Press says, has 
been talking very frankly to the San Francisco newspaper 
men. He rates himself as worth from thirty to thirty-five 
million dollars, and says he will spend every cent of his 
money before he dies. He is an Agnostic and declares he 
will never give a penny to a church. Good! And still 
better if Mr. Carnegie (or some other millionaire) would shell 
out the little sum required to purchase the London Hall of 
Science for the Freethought party. Millionaires are not 
requested (this time) not to speak all at once. The more'¿ha 
merrier.

In leaving Belfast the President of the N.S.8. wishes to 
express his high esteem for the more active members of 
the Ulster Branch. They are men of| whom any cause 
might be proud. He also begs to thank them for helping to 
make his brief stay in Belfast so thoroughly’enjoyable.

Mr. Charles Watts had two capital audiences at the Hall 
of Science last Sunday, the morning meeting being the 
largest forenoon gathering of the season. Previous to the 
evening lecture Mrs. Watts gave a recitation, which was so 
enthusiastically received that she had to respond with an 
encore. Mr. Watts made another earnest appeal on behalf 
of the National Secular Hall Society, and expressed a hope 
that all his friends would at once take shares, so that there 
may be no difficulty in the Society taking possession of the 
premises next month.

Mr. Watts had a good audience at the Thursday evening 
lecture at the Hall of Science last week. The Rev. Mr. 
Woffendale had been specially invited to attend and oppose, 
but that gentleman failed to put in an appearance. Mr. 
Watts has received a direct invitation from the Rev. Mr. 
Duffy to meet that gentleman for a two evenings’ debate at 
Camberwell on “ The Bible and Science.” We hope shortly 
to be able to announce that the dates for the discussion have 
been fixed. We note that the debate between the Rev. Dr. 
McCann and Mr. Watts commences at the Baskervillo Hall, 
Birmingham, next Tuesday, May 17.

Next week’s Freethinker will contain the Agenda of the 
National Secular Society’s annual Conference, to be held at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne on Whit-Sunday. Several important 
matters will have to be considered, and we hope there will be 
a very full representation of Branches. Of course the 
Tyneside Branches, sub-organised in the North-Eastern 
Secular Federation, will send a goodly number of delegates. 
Scotland we hope to see represented by delegates from Glas­
gow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, and perhaps one or two other 
places. Ireland will probably be represented by a delegate 
from Belfast. English Branches will not be behind-hand, 
and although the distance is great, we trust the Branches in 
London will send a fair number of bond fide delegates.

The Newcastle Branch has secured an excellent hall for 
the Conference. It is commodious as well as comfortable, 
but we fear its holding capacity will be strained by the 
evening meeting, which as usual will be open to the public, 
and addressed by Mr. Foote, Mr. Watts, and other speakers, 
whose names will be duly announced.

Delegates to the Newcastle Conference should communicate 
with Mr. Joseph Brown, 86 Durham-street, Bentiuck, New­
castle-on-Tyne, saying when they will arrive, and the 
reception committee will meet them at the trains and find 
lodgings for them. Those intending to stay over Whit- 
Monday should signify their intention, and a committee will 
show visitors the various places of interest.

There seems to be a misunderstanding in somo minds with 
regard to Messrs. Foote, Anderson, and Reynolds’s circular to 
the subscribers to the Bradlaugh Memorial Fund. Several 
shareholders in the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall Company have 
requested their shares to be tranferred to the Hall of Science 
scheme. This cannot be done. It is only the subscriptions 
that can be dealt with. Those who gave money to the 
Memorial Fund are free to direct the application of it, if they 
so choose, to the Hall of 8cience scheme ; and it is only to
such donors_and not to the shareholders, unless they also
happen to be donors—that the trustees’ circular is addressed. 
They are earnestly requested to answer the circular without 
unnecessary delay. ____

Essex Congregationalists have been foregathering at Maldon. 
One of the subjects discussed was the relation of religion to 
politics. In the course of the debate the Rev. J. W. Houchin 
(Ingatestone) said he happened to live in a place where 
Liberal politics were not very popular. His one coadjutor in 
politics “ was au acknowledged Agnostic, but a gentleman 
from top to toe, with earnest and loving sympathy for the 
people.” ____

Last Sunday evening (May 8) a public meeting was held 
at tho Leicester Secular Hall in support of the Civil and 
Religious Liberty Extension Bill, which is being promoted by 
the Liberty of Bequest Committee. After listening to an 
able address from G. II. Martin (parliamentary agent to the 
Committee) expression .was given to a doubt whether the Bill 
went as far as Freethinkers might rightly wish, but on the 
principle that “ half a loaf is better than no bread,” a reso­
lution in favor of the Bill was proposed by Mr. Thomas Slater, 
seconded by Mr. John Potter, and carried unanimously. A 
hope was expressed that Mr. J. A, Picton, one of the M.P.9 
for Leicester, would see his way to introduce tho Bill into 
Parliament this session.

The Secretary of tho Ox Hill Branch sends us a glowing 
account of Mr. C. J. Hunt’s work in that district. Quite 
unexpectedly three debates were arranged for him, two with 
Mr. W. It. Bradlaugh, who appears to have been goaded by 
his own supporters into meeting “ tho infidel,” and one with 
the Rev. Mr. Bromley, a Free Church minister. Mr. Hunt 
acquitted himself to the groat satisfaction of tho local Free­
thinkers, and made a good impression on tho Christians. 
Tho Branch expects an increase of membership as a result of 
these discussions.

Mr. Sath Standring has been addressing somo largo open- 
air meetings at Manchester, and listened to for tho most part 
attentively, but on one or two occasions thero has been a little 
rowdyism on tho part of impatient Ohristiins. Mr. Srandring
should be well supported at such gatherings by local Free­
thinkers, A good show of friends round tho platform 
especially broad-shouldered ones—wonderfully holps to keep 
order.

With respect to the Hall of Science scheme itself, we again 
press upon intending supporters the necessity of acting 
promptly, Applications for shares have been comiDg in more 
freely since our last appeal, Mr, Foote hopes to find another 
goed l i s t  In the secretary's hands on hi* return from Scotland,

I Freethinkers in the neighborhood of Hackney-road nD 
Columbia Market are requested to support with their preeen<: 
the Columbia*road open-air station, whero there is ta'iC 
opposition, Mr. Cohen lectures this morning at 11. l5i
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The Malthusian League holds its annual meeting at South- 
place Institute on Tuesday evening (May 17) Dr. 0. R 
Drysdate, the president, takes the chair at 8 punctually. The 
list of speakers includes Dr. T. R. Allinson, Dr. Alice Vickery, 
J- M. Robertson, A. B. Moss, G. Standring, Touzeau Parris, 
Mrs. Thornton Smith and G. W. Foote. Prior to the Mal­
thusian meeting thero will be (at 7) a meeting of the Free 
Discussion Defence Committee.

Dr. A. Momerie having found it hopeless to lift the Church 
out of its old rut of ecclesiasticism from within, means to stir 
it up occasionally from the outside. He is announced to 
lecture at Prince's Hall, Piccadilly, on the subject of the 
Church and Science. ____

The Societe La Libre Pensee of Brussels has been cele­
brating its twenty-ninth anniversary with a banquet and ball.

The New World, a quarterly review of liberal religion, 
ethics, and theology, has been started at Boston under the 
editorship of Professors Everett, Toy, Cone, and Gilman. 
Among the contributors are Dr. J. E. Carpenter, Prof. Well- 
hausen, Mrs. Humphry Ward, Prof. Bryce, C. P. Tiele, F. E. 
Abbot, and others.

France Anti-Clericale is the title of a new Paris Free- 
°ught journal. It is edited by M. Joanne Magdelaine.

FritanJcaren for May contains an excellent portrait of John 
. Uart Mill, whose essays on Religion have been translated 
into Swedish by Hjalmar Ohrwall.

The vestrv of Bermondsey has decided to open the Free 
Library from the first Sunday in October next to the last 
°inday in March, 1893, from 3 p m. until 9 p.m. It is to 
be hoped the privilege will be largely taken advantage of, as 

Sabbatarians are reduced to the assertion that Sunday 
°Pening i8 not  wanted.

seen before in the islands. What wonder, then, that in his 
own mind the savage connected the wealth he coveted with 
the religion of its possessor. To his shallow reasoning 
cause and effect seemed clear: if a mere change of gods 
could work such satisfactory results, why should he refuse 
such advantages to be gained at so cheap a price ? The 
missionaries, on their part, were quick to take advantage of 
any circumstance that would further the object they had 
in view.”

The writer goes on to give illustrations in proof of this, 
and adds as to the results: “ I t  must be reluctantly con­
fessed that the improvement is, when all is said, but skin- 
deep. Fijians go to church regularly ; they contribute 
their quarterly shilling to the mission fund cheerfully and 
learn to read eagerly, but their moral nature remains the 
same. The average Fijian breaks the Decalogue with as 
easy a conscience as in his primitive s'ate, but he has learnt 
to conceal from his white pastors at least the evidence of 
the breach. It is a singular commentary upon the com­
placent reports of the mission that a large percentage of 
its native teachers are yearly dismissed for offences in con­
nection with women.”

The author brings a further charge against the mis­
sionaries—that, in order to retain their influence over the 
natives, they refuse to teach them English. When they 
had the islands to themselves they could pose as superior 
persons. The advent of traders lowers this supremacy, 
which would further decline were the traders on an equal 
footing in regard to language. He says : “ In this course 
that they have pursued in these islands, the missionaries 
resemble more than they suspect the Church of all ages, in 
that they are fully convinced that to keep their scholars 
pious and submissive, there is nothing like a little judicious 
ignorance.”

DIALOGUE BETWEEN A CHRISTIAN AND 
AN ATHEIST.

j, This year is the centenary of the birth of Shelley, and 
O ^ ^ ^ k era  should do something to celebrate the occasion, 
th j ur®clay* May 19, Mr. Foote occupies the platform of 
Sh ¡I 1 Science, taking for his subject “ A Night with

THE CONVERSION OF F IJI.

c 8 Q ordON Gumming and others have celebrated the 
a c Vei!HIOn of the Fijians to Christianity, and the subject is 
^.octinuous matter of toasting in the Wesleyan world. 

ar® far from wishing to decry the improvements 
but we attribute them rather to secular thanclaimed

^['giouB influences. This view is confirmed by *  
lttle book on Fiji To-dw/ published at Sydney in 1*80 , to 

extracts from which wo call attention. It says : 
To Messrs. Calvert and Williams is due, for the most part, 

lb® credit of introducing the change from savagery to 
Christianity, though it be but a change in name. W ithout 
fishing to depreciate the efforts of these earnest men, it 
^ ould bo a grievous error to suppose that Fijians, more than 
Jjy  other savages, were led to embrace the cree °  ><
Wt8leyans from a firm conviction of its superiority to their 
° wn- . No man acquainted with primitive peoples could 
conscientiously believe any savage capable of deliberately 
^ p a r in g  the relative merits of the religion in which ho 

as brought up and a now one.
, , , '8 perfectly evident to those who can read

lines in Fiji and the Fijians, by Calvert and Williams, 
a.t their great success in changing the outward and visi > o 

® 'gton of the country was due to many causes other than 
°se popularly supposed. As we trace the course of the 

P'oneer missionaries, we constantly eee that their endeavors 
th ^0 ^ 'rected in the first place to the conversion of chiefs;

at accomplished, the common people followed suit 
***** of course.

A he natives easily perceived (or at any rate the more 
Cunning among them) the superiority in many points of the 
J?hite man, whose wealth appeared boundless, especially in 
those articles coveted by all savages ; and the missionaries 
ln Ahose their first days, till they came to know b e tte r  the 
htter greed and unscrupulousness of their black friends, 
were by no means niggardly of them. The white strangers 

guns .boats, and built houses superior to anything

as a

Christian.—Why are you not a Christian ?
Atheist.—Because, having fully examined your guide, the 

Bible, and finding it so full of contradictions, absurdities, 
immoralities, and accounts of impossible deeds, I cannot 
believe it to be the word of God.

C.—You speak of contradictions. Name one.
A.—In Matthew xxvii. 5 we read, “ And he (Judas) cast 

down tho pieces of silver, and departed, and went out and 
hanged himself.” And Acts i. 18 says, “ Now this man 
(Judas) purchased a field with the reward of iniquity, and 
falling headlong he burst asunder in the midst and all his 
bowels gushed out.” Is not that a 11 it contradiction ?

C.—I do not know. There is probably a misprint or mis­
translation, or, perhaps, the seeming contradiction is there 
through interested interpolation.

A .—Surely, God would never, after taking the trouble 
to inspire men to write a book, allow those translators 
or interpolators to misconstrue his word, which purports 
to teach men salvation. If the original writers were of a 
necessity inspired, certainly the translators ought to have 
been similarly proparod for such an important work.

C.—My only answer is, •* I suppose it is God’s will to 
allow this ; he also does not work, miracles now like he used 
to, and possibly for that reason did not inspire the trans­
lators.”

A.—But does it not strike you as being an altogether 
useless and unfair thing for God to hand his word to our 
ancestors unadulterated, and then allow those meddlers to so 
pervert the teaching of the original Bible as to cause unbelief 
in it, as they pass it on to us ?

C.—I told you God does not perform miracles now, and 
my opinion is that those translators, being left to their own 
free will, and by the exercising of it, having chosen to do 
wrong, they will be punished by God,

A .—Do you not think it severe ? The men were doing the 
work of God.

C.—I do not undertake to judge God’s actions by our 
standard of ju-tice,

A —Then, why on earth do you call God good except by 
that standard ? Doing so, it is because, to your mind, you 
see evidence of his goodness. I, in my own way, eee hie 
badness (if he exists) ; consequently I term him bad.

C._Will you tell me of something wicked in God?
A .—Yes. Presuming, as Christians do, that he is governor 

of tho universe, I assert that he is the cause of all misery and 
pain existing. You Christians speak of an all-good God and

J.
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all knowing. If he knows of misery, how can he be good to 
permit its continuation ? Not only does he cause evil here, 
hut also hereafter in the most horrible form of hell-fire.

C.—I am afraid that you have fallen into the popular error 
of supposing man’s doings to be God’s doings. If mankind 
rule their fellows with an iron rod, can you ascribe their fault 
to God ?

A .—Yes. Because (allowing his existence) he endowed 
man with all he possesses. Man’s tastes, passions, feelings, 
and inhumanity are not of his choice. If we could choose 
and became what we choose, we should be a different race.

C.—My friend, you are wrong. God does not produce 
evil, but it is from Satan.

A .—Then, who made Satan?
C.—God, I suppose.
A .—Then why did he make him ?
C.—I do not know ; but I am assured it was for a wise 

purpose.
A —For me it is difficult to see a wise purpose in God 

making Satan. If Satan causes evil, I say, “ Away with him 
and his God, who produced him solely to entice people to 
lead lives inevitably leading them to endless torture.” You 
said jast now that God does not cause evil. Why, your own 
Bible says he does. Isaiah xlv. 7 reads, “ I form the light 
and create darkness : I make peace and create evil: I the 
Lord do all these things.”

C.—I must confess I was unaware of the presence of that 
statement.

A .—I dare say ; and I am confident that if all you Chris­
tians studied and discovered what is in the Bible, numbers of 
you would cease to defend it, or accept it as a guide.

0 .—Never 1 I could not give it up. Besides, what will 
you give me in its place ?

A.—The newspaper and popular works are to-day in its 
place. No doubt you are more anxious to read your paper 
than your Bible.

C.—I plead guilty there; but I do not admit that the 
Bible is bad. On the contrary, if it were not for its teach­
ings, I fear for the morality of the nations. Moral teaching 
is useless without religion.

A .—You, of course, are presumptuous enough to mean your 
religion. People who cannot behave decently without bribery 
of heaven, or threat of hell, cannot have well-balanced minds, 
and, therefore, are not of much prominence in the world 
Moreover, many believe your religion only through fear. Such 
a condition is slavery. Your last statement shows want of 
study of the subject, and lack of knowledge of the characters 
of many different people; inasmuch as many Buddhists 
Atheists, Deists, Mahommetans, etc., live morally, all dis­
believing in your God with his illegitimate Son born of a 
Virgin. To follow the precepts of the word strictly would 
land people either in poverty, jail, or the lunatic asylum.

C. (sharply)—Prove this!
A .—Bead Jesus’ Sermon on the M°unL Ho says: "Give 

to him that asketh of thee; turn thou not him away. And 
if any man will sue thee at law, and take away thy coat, let 
him have thy cloak also.” This kind of advico would, if 
acted upon, reduce the actors to poverty. If a man imitated 
God’s advice reputedly given to the Israelites, previous to 
departure from Egypt, viz., to borrow from the Egyptians 
under pretence of returning same, and then spoiling them, 
the said man would be jugged. And who but an imbecile 
would obey such commands as, “ Love your enemies resist not 
evil, take no thought for the morrow ; if thy eye offend thee 
pluck it out,” etc. ? If Christians took notice of this l itter 
command we should see one-eyed Protestants, woodon-legged 
Wesleyans, and one-armed Catholic priests.

C —But do you not think it better to be on the safe side ?
A —Certainly, but explain.
C.—I mean, if Christianity bo true, I, who am try ing to 

act up to its teachings, will be rewarded in after-life, while 
you will be punished. Suppose it is false, what worse am I?

A .—No worse after death, because you can r  alise nothing 
then. You are no better off than I, even though it be true, 
for no one ever can go to heaven. But you will be worse off 
than I in this life. Whilst I enjoy life, you do not. Chris­
tianity debars you from much pleasure in this world. Besides, 
you have to sell all and give to the poor in order to be saved, 
and doing this renders you worse off than I.

C.—You are referring to Jesus’ advice to the young man 
of great possessions. The idea of Jesus was to show the 
young man and the multitudes the harm of worshipping 
money instead ef God. lie desired them to think of God 
more than of money.

A —Your explanation is a misconception of the plain 
meaning of the advice. The young man asked plainly» 
"Good master, what must I do to be saved ?” Now, here 
was an apparent case of a sincere searcher for salvation. This 
was a grand opportunity for Jesus to explain the secrets of 
salvation to the people. You should be guided by his advice, 
which says, “ Sell all that thou hast and give to the poor.’ 
If he only meant part, why did he say all ? If he meant 
“ Think more of God than money,” why in the name of 
goodness did he not distinctly say so, and not leave it for 
such as you to take the meaning conveyed and distort it? 
I suppose his answer on this occasion was only the carrying 
out of the idea inculcated in the words in Mark iv. 11, where 
Jesus says he speaks in such a way as to deceive people, lest 
by thoroughly understanding him they become converted.

C.—A little while ago you said that no man will get to 
heaven. Can you show this to be a biblical statement?

A .—Yes. In the first place, the Bible God is a liar, a 
cruel monster, a promiser but not performer, and a murderer! 
beside all, he has given many indecent and atrocious com­
mands. Such a God would break his word with you and 
refuse you admittance to heaven. Not only this, but read 
Job xiv. 12, "So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the 
heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out 
of their sleep.” Then before man’s' resurrection, not only 
one heaven, but the heavens are no more, are extinct. Hoff» 
then, can you get to a heaven which is no more ?

C.—Your remarks surprise me ; can you prove all these 
bad qualities in God ?

A .—Yes. Look up 1 Samuel xvl. 2 ; God tells Samuel to 
anoint David on the sly, feigning to be offering sacrifices to 
the Lord. Also in 2 Thessalonians ii, 11, “ And for this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie.” Also read 2 Chronicles xviii, 19-21; God asks, 
“ Who shall entice Ahab that he may fall? ” and there cams 
a spirit before God and said, “ I will go and be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of his prophet,” And the Lord said, “ Thou 
»halt entice him, go out and do even so.” A being who will 
cause another to lie is a liar himself. To show you that God 
is a monster, I ask you to look at the tale of the deluge. W® 
read of your heartless God drowning the whole world, in* 
eluding man and beast. What harm had these latter dons 
to deserve such a fate ? And why does your God presume 
to tel) me how to rear my children, when he had to drown 
his own ? Did not your God cruse the firstborn of every 
Egyptian family to be slain in order to show his superiority 
over Pharaoh ? What an unequal coutest—au infinite Ged 
and a poor heathen king 1 God ordered Moses and Joshua 
to kill thousands of people against whom the Bible ha* 
nothing worse to say than what it says of their murderers, 
the Jews. God slow great numbers of his chosen peopl0 
«imply for asking for a chango of diet (Numbers xi.)

In Deuteronomy vii. 1 - G, we read of God’s command to the 
Israelites to exterminate seven nations, each mightier than 
the Jews. Think of this horrible butchery of children 88 
well as of grown-up people 1 I have shown the old rascal 
to be a liar and a murderer. I proceed to exhibit his pro* 
mising but non-fulfilling qualities. Genesis xiii. 15 contains 
a promise from God to Abraham :—" For all the land which 
thou seest to tbee will I give it, and to thy seed forever. 
Abraham nover received it, did not set his foot in it (Ad8 
vii, 5). Tho descendants of Abraham, the Jews, have not 
got it either, as is evident from tho facts of history. 
promised to izo down with Jacob into Egypt and bring bin1 
back aaain (Gen. xlvii. 3, 4). He did not do so (see G®0' 
xlvii 28-30); but it was left for Joseph to do. Wo read 0 
God speaking, in 2 Kings xxii., so—"Thou (Josiah) shalt bo 
gathered into thy grave in peace.” Notwithstanding *bis 
promise, Jobiah was slain in battle (2 Kings xxiii. 29, 30)' 
In Isaiah lii. 10, we find, " The Lord hath mado bare b>8 
boly arm, in the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends ° 
the earth shall see the salvation of our god.” Now the bul 
of mankind have no»er heard of the Christian plan of salva‘ 
tion, bo this propbeoy is unfulfilled. Jeremiah iii. 1^
“ I am merciful, said the Lord, and I will not keep anger 
ever.” Samo book (xvii. 4) contradicts it by putting ^. 
following words in God’s mouth, "Y e have kindled a fi<0 ia 
mino anger, which shall burn for ever.” One of ^ c 8 
promises or prophecies will bo falsified. I could go on, D 
l have fairly shown God to be liar, murderer, and pron118 
but not fulfiller. . g

C.—You Freethinkers have a habit of picking out 
worst things in the Bible, and then speak of them and f°r£ 
that the old book contains goodness in tho shape of s“1*
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beautiful precepts. Besides, you have not yet shown me 
where in the Bible God gives indecent and immoral commands.

-A.—Your ministers have a method also, that of making 
selections out of the Bible of all that is good, expostulating 
and dwelling on them while people sleep, forgetting that the 
Bible is variegdted with smut. Whoever heard a minister 
read from the pulpit about Onan and Tamar ; about Lot’s 
incest; about Rachel; about Potiphar’s wife asking—a very 
remarkable request of Joseph; about Ruth ? Did ever a 
bishop relate the spicy little anecdotes of Shechem, Reuben, 
Amnon, Absalom, and of the Levite’s concubine ? They dare 
not bring these things before a refined congregation. Can it 
be God’s word which contains such impurities? We find an 
indecent command to Ezekiel (see chap, iv.) For immoral 
commands read Exodus iii. 21-23 ; also 1 Samuel xvi ; also 
tbe many orders in Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy to 
"loses and Joshua to indiscriminately slaughter all before themr •» —

_ May 13, 1892.________________________

Liberator. TnOMA.8 Stokeb.

PRAYERS OR PILLS?

he Christian, when he’s ill, 
chews the godless pill,
And bends the knee ;
18 trust is still in pray’r 
cat upward through the air 
To Christ, M.D.

^ H o sp ita l may raise 
8 heav’n-defying gaze,
And godless walls ;

^  o Christian turns away, 
n<? praying night and day, 

stands or falls.

Th8 BosPiiai denies 
8 Doctor in the skies, 

y  And trusts to a r t ;
PeoP̂ e thither flee,

JL° claim to trust J. C.,
0 dodge death’s dart.

doctor’s carnal skill, 
y!8 hypocrites, when ill, 

Sin ' * things dare,
Whd d°Ctor’d Pattents mend,

1 0 those soon reach their 
end
bo trust to pray’r.

A?l\Chl? 't ’ 8bould he return, 
l08pital8 would spurn 

O ^ ^ k s o f h e H ;
To rv, °re b0 d make a whip 

in.* 8 lbe humbugs skip 
lth pious yell.

Is n -8aL " 0  faithless crew ! 
mi ? a place for you,

18 freethought den,

Designed and built to be 
A substitute for me,

By godless men 1 ’

“ Can’t I who gave you breath, 
Protect you all from death, 

And cure disease ?
Am I not he who saith 
That health is bought by faith 

On bended knees ?

“ If starving you may be, 
Instead of trusting me,

Of men you beg ;
If maimed, instead of pray’r 
To be re-limbed, you wear 

A wooden leg.

“ 0  what an ass was I 
To suffer and to die 

In Old Judee 1
The West digdains the E ast; 
The school contemns the priest 

Pa, Ghost and me 1”

The Bible god is dead,
The doctor lives instead 

On Christians' gains;
The plumber's in their pay ; 
To builders now they pray, 

And trust in drains.

Christ’s death was all in vain ; 
No Christians now remain ;

All faith is shammed ;
But those who when thoy’re ill 
Will dare to take a pill 

Shall all be damned 1
G. L. Mackenzie.

Ne w c a s t l e , o n -t y n e  m \ l t q u s ia n  d e f e n c e
I be FUND.

&°p8 /.? n^nowledgo the following subscriptions: Mr 
on ’ " Conley, I s . ; J. Scott, Is. fid.; A. C„ 3s. ; collec

U«th_lrt— n  ii /», i r _ n i . nlion at n , —""v*jut, y dh-lano Gall meeting. £1 I5 i. fid ; G McCready
T. Wr/Y ^ A- Otffl8on, 5s. ; T. Payne fid. ; W. Blatter, Is. 
^bolbv* V G<E > A Letts, Is. ; II. Shingbler, Is. ; 8 Q 
B u ck n ;i,i8' ; Stoughton, CJ. ; T. Slater, I s . ;  Tbre 
Is. . \v f  rien<1*' 3s’ * A' IIolland, Cd. ; 8. W„ Gd. ; J.Bevin 

Gd. : J. Bell, 5s. ; 8. Gardner, Ir. ; Professo
I also have

Weii,W' A
acknowÌ”*i ^8’’ *° be K*ven bo Mr. Loader, 
for BaiTf ge a Parcd  of 1,000 Malibu 
to this f 0r,tUe beneflt of Mr- Loader.
£5c 5> «mount to £56 9s. 5d. ;
banded

go a parcel of 1,000 Malthusian», per Mr. Reynold!
The total snbscriptio: 

the total expenditur

final*8<1 0?er ^ r" Loader. The Committee, in Bonding 
8tatement, beg to thank the numerous friends froiParts of t \—  6 - -

_v vv» Atirv ita* *J u • )
G5s d td .; leaving a balance of 3s OJA, which will 

~ - - fittee,
.O m«.u* wue numerous Inenos in 

Part8 of the country who have aided them fin.ncially l 
Btrug?le. Wo have not been able to gain a verdict in the 1«< 
?°Urt». but we have been able to show the authorities that 
arge public feeling is against prosecutions of this nature, an 

te0l assured that we have seen the last Malthusian prosecutio,

_ lbi
from al 

in thi

in Newcastle. In the meantime, the distribution of Mal­
thusian literature and the sale of the prosecuted books go on 
as usual. Mr. Loader was liberated on S iturday morning, 
May 7. He is in good health and spirits, and wishes me to 
thaak all friends for their kindness and sympathy shown him. 
As the Defence Fund is now closed, any further subscriptions 
that may be sent will be acknowledged here, and handed over 
to Mr. Loader for his own special benefit.—J oseph Bbown, 
Hon. Sec., 86 Durham-street, Bentinck, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

S U N D A Y  M E E T IN G S .
(Notices o] Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “ Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card.'] 
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Btation): 7.45, 
Stanley Jones, “ Creation” (free). Tuesday at 8, social gathering. 
Wednesday at 8, dramatic class.

Bethnal Gre-m — Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road: 
S, tea; 7, music; 7.30, T. Crisfield, « Hypnotism and Suggestion” 
(with experiments); 9.30, free concert and dance.

Cainb-rwell—m New Church road, S.B.: 5.30, debating class, 
Mr. Beal, “ The Reformation 7.30, A. B. Moss, “ Fictions and 
Follies of the Bible. ’

Hall of Science, 142 01d.stre.et, E.O.: 7.30, R. Forder, “ The 
Exodus from Egypt.” Thursday at 8, G. W. Foote, “ A Night 
with shelley.”

Hammersmith—Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday 
at 8, Tnuzeau Parris, “ The Origin of Christian Symbols." jj

Walthamstow—Workmen’s Hall, High-street; Thursday, at 8, 
C. Cohen, “ Christianity and Slavery ” (free).

West Ham—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: 7.30, W. J. 
Ramsey, “ The Forty Days’ Fast.”

O p i n -a ir  P r o pa g a n d a .
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, H. Snell, “ Under which Lord p” 
Bethnal Green (opposite St.John’s Church): 11.15. a lecture. 
Camberwell—Station-road: 11.30, C. J. Hunt, “ Evolution and 

Design.’
Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, F. Haslam, “ The Conflict between 

Religion and Science.”
Columbia-road (near Columbia Market), Hackney-road; 11.15, 

a lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. Cohen, “ The Teaching 

of the Universe.’1
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, Stanley Jones, 

“ Creation” ; 3.30, H. Snell, “ Is the Bible the Inspired Word of 
God ?”

Hammersmith.bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, Mr. St. John, “ The 
Soul Idea.”

Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, W. Heaford, “ The 
Blessed Consolations of Religion.”

Kilburn Salishury.road (near Queen’s Park Station); 6.30, 
C. J. Hunt, “ Christianity and Slavery.”

Kingsliml Green (near Ball’s Pona-road): 11.30, T, Thurlow, 
“ T e Bible as a Whole.”

Lambeth (corner of llercules-road, Westminster Bridge-toad): 
11.30, . J. Kteinberg, “ Christ and Christianity.”

Leyton (op-n space near Vicarage-road, High-road): 11.30, J. 
Marshall, ‘ God, Nature Personified—II.”

Midland Arches (nea Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, a lecture.
Mile End Waste: 11.30, C. Cohen, “ Missionaries”
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The Wandering Jews.” 
Plaistow Green: 11.30, \V. J. Ramsey, ‘The Fall and Atone­

ment.”
Regent’s Pirk (near Gloucester-gate); 3.30, C. Cohen, “ What 

the Universe Teaches.”
Tottenham (corner of West Green-road): 3.30, a lecture.
Victoria Park (near the fountain); 11.15, J. Rowney will 

lecture; 3.15. C. J. Hunt wi 1 lecture.
Walthamstow—Markhouse Common; 6.30, 0. Johnson, “Chris, 

tiamty and Civilisation.”
Wood Green—Jolly Bulcliers-hilli 11.30, E. Calvert, “ The 

Darwinian Hypothesis.”
COUNTRY.

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Orescent, Cambridge-street: 7, 
Charles Watts, “ The Bible and Science Ant-gonistic.”

Bristol—Shepherd's lla.ll, Old Market-street; «.30, business) 
7, “ Sharp Practice.”

Blackburn—Spinners’ Institute, l ’eter-street: 7, discussion. 
Chatham—Secular Hall, Queen's-road, New Brompton: 4.30, 

Sunday-school inaugural tea (adults 6-1 , children 3d.) ; 7, mem. 
her ’ meeting, import ant business re new hall.

Crook — 35 Gladstone.terrace, Sunmside, Tow Law: 6.30, 
important business meeting, electionof delegates to Conference, etc.

Derby—20 Newland-street; 7, W. 11. Whitney, “ Tue Pope and 
Socialism.”

Edinburgh—Labor Hall, 50 South Bridge; G. W. Foote, morn­
ing, “ Who Wrote the Bible P” ; afternoon, “ A fter  Death, What p” ; 
evening, "A World Without God.”

Hull—Cobden llall, 6 Story-street, Albion-street: 6.30, W. Fryer, 
“ ’I he House of Lords.”

Ltvrpool — Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street : 11, Tontine 
Society; 3, philosophy c ass, Mr. Small, B.Sc., “ Bain’s Mind and 
Body” ; 7, Mr. i oeg, “ The Devil—II.”

M anchester N H. ri., Secular H all, Kusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All bands'; Miss Ada Campbeil, 3, “ The March of the God«” ;
6 3o -E v il in the Light of Science; its Cause and Cure” (3d., 6d , 
and Is.) Monday, Sam Standring, “ The Jew as a Christian 
Evidence " (freet.

Newuastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Olayton-street: 3, H. Keppel, 
"Secularism” (for the lecturer’s benefit, admission 6d); 7, 
“ Wealth.”

A
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Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Weiiington-street, Southsea: 

7, J. Armsden, “ Liberty and Wealth.”
Sheffield -Hall of Science, Rockingham.-street: 7,^W. A. Li 11, 

“ Christian Evidences.”
South Shields—Seamen and Firemen’s Union Hall, Coronation- 

street : 7, Q. Selkirk, “ The Christian God an Imp issibility.”
Sunderland—Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street: 7, R. Weight- 

man, “ Without Doubting there can be no Progress.”
O p e x -a ie  P r o pa g a n d a .

Hull—Corporation Field : 3, a lecture.

P O SIT IV ISM .
"Reorganisation, without G d or King, by the Systematic 

Worship of Humanity.” Newcistle-on-Tyne, Church f Humanity, 
St. Mary’s-place. Service and addresses on Positivism every 
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.

LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.
T ouzeau P arris, 28 Rivercourt-road, Hammersmith, London, 

W__May 29, Milton Hall. June 5, Hall of Science.
H. S nell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich. — May 15, m., Battersea; 

a., Finsbury Park ; 22 m. and e., Camberwell; 29, ni„ Salmon and 
Ball; a., Regent's Park. June 5, e., Camberwell; 12, m , Wood 
Green; a , Finsbury Park; 19, in., Battersea; a., Kilburn; 26, m , 
Camberwell.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W._
May to Sept., all mornings booked.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credori-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E. 
—May 15, m., Westminster; 22, m., Mile End. June 5, m., Cam­
berwell; 12, Clerkenwell; 19, m., Hornsey. July 3, m., Camber­
well ; 10, Clerkenwell; 17, m., Westminster.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—May 
15, m., Mile End Waste; a., Regent’s Park; e., Edmonton; 19, 
Walthamstow; 22, m , Lambeth; a., Victoria Park; e., Waltham­
stow; 26, Walthamstow; 29, m., Clerkenwell Green ; a., Victoria 
Park; e., Edmonton June 5, m., Bethnal Green ; e., Edmonton ; 12, 
m. and a., Victoria Park; e., Edmonton; 19, m., Mile End; a., 
Regent’s Park; e., Edmonton; 26, m., Battersea; a., Victoria 
Park; e„ Wallhamstow.

8 am Standrino, 2 Morton.street, C.-on-M., Manchester. — 
May 15, Failswortli; 16, Manchester.

C. J. Steinberg, 103 Mile End-road, E__May 15, m., Lambeth;
22, m., Bethnal Green; a., Tottenham; 29, m., Columbia-road! 
June 5, m.. Victoria Park : 12, m., Columbia-road ; 19, m., Lam­
beth ; 26, m., Victoria Park. July 10, m., Columbia-road; 17, 
m., Lambeth ; 24, m., Bethnal Gr-en • 31, a., FinSbury Park.

8. H. A l iso n , 52 Chant.street, Stratford, E__May 22, m., Vic-
toria Park. June and July, all mornings booked except July 17.

T. T hurlow, 34 Wetlierell-road, South Hackney. — M ty 15, 
June 19, July 3, Aug. 14, Sept. 11, mnrnin s, Kingsland Green ’; 
May 29, e., June 12, e., and June 26, m., Waltbamstow.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. May 15 
m., Finsbury Park; e., Battersea; 22, m., Old Pimlico Pier; 29 
m., Wood Green. June 5, Conf. r.-nce; 12, m., Kingsland Green • 
19, m. and e., Battersea July 17, m, KingsJand Gre n. Auc. 7 
e., Hammersmith ; 28, in., Lambeth

NOW READY.
NEW SPRING and SUMMER PATTERNS in SUITINGS, 

TROUSERINGS, and LADIES’ DRESS MATERIALS.
All at a Reasonable Prico. Satisfaction Guaranteed.

Patterns post free. A ny lenyth cut. Terms Cash.

S P E C IA L  LIN ES.
Plain Black Cashmeres, Is. 4d., Is. 8<i., and 2s. per yard; 4C 

inches wide.
Plain Black or Navy Sergo, for dresses, Is. 4d. per yd.; 42in. 

wide.
Very Pretty Black Figured All-wool Cloth, for Ladies’ Capes, 

3s. 3d. per y d .; 50in. wido.
Umbrellas—Gents’ 7s., Ladies’ 6s. Gd.; warranted for twelve 

months.
Black Worsted Coat and Vest, with any colored striped or 

checked Trousers, 20s. the lot.
Fancy Tweed Suit Lengths, 12s. each.
Fancy Curl Cheviot All-wool Dress Lengths (Grey, Fawn, or 

Brown Mixtures), 8s. Gd. each; worth moro than doublo.
I  pay  carriage both wags, and return 10 per cent, in addition to money paid  

fo r  every lot that does not give satisfaction, but cannot send patterns.

J. W. GOTT, 36 VILLIERS ST., BRADFORD.
C E N T E N A R Y  ED IT IO N

OP

T H E RIGHTS OF MAN
By THOMAS PAINE.

With a Political Biography by  J. M. W h e e l e r .
Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, Ss.

FOOTE, G. W.
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. 

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone’s “ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripturo ” 

Bound in cloth ...
Is  Socialism  Sound? Four Nights’ Fublic Debate

with Annie Besant 
Superior Edition, in cloth

Christianity and Secularism. Four Night’s Public 
Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann...

Superior Edition, in cloth 
Darwin on God ...

Superior Edition, in cloth 
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh  
Infidel Death-Bsds. Second Edition, much enlarged 

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128pp.
Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to tho 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Pre­
face and many Footnotes ... ...

Letters to Jesus Christ ...
Philosophy of Secularism  
Atheism and M orality. Third edition 
The Bible God ...
The Folly of Prayer
Christianity and Progress. Reply to Mr. Gladstone 
Mrs Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 
Secularism  and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. 

Besant
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame 

Blavatsky
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on the Mount 
Salvation Syrup; on, Light on Darkest England.

A Reply to General Booth. Second edition 
What Was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill ...
The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical 

Essay on War... ... • ...
Royal Paupers. Showing what Royally does for tho 

People, and what tho People do for Royalty 
The D ying Atheist. A Story
W_^«us Insane? A searching inquiry into the

mentar tv,'..J.ition of the Prophet of Nazareth 
Is the Bible Inspired? A Criticism on Lux Mundi 
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted A theist 

A Lie.in Five Chapters...
Dible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely 

rewritten.—(1) Tho Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve 
and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cain and Abel, ld.J Cl) 
N-'.i ■* FI"-<1, 2d.; (5) I'lio Tower ur |tm  , i
(0) Lot’s Wife, Id.; (7) Tho Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) 
Tho Wandering Jows, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass. Id,; 
(10) God in a Box, Id.; (11) Jonah and tho Whale, 
Id.; (12) Biblo Animals, Id .; (13) A Virgin Mothor, 
2d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) Tho Cruci­
fixion, Id .; (10) John’s Nightmaro, Id.

Bible Heroes. First Series, in elegant wrapper
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham, 
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Mastor Joseph, (G) Joseph’s 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Moses IT., (9) 
Parson Aaron, (10) Gonoral Joshua, (11) Jephthah 
and Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each

Bible Heroes. Second Series, in elegant wrapper ... 
(13) Prophet Samuel, (11) King Saul, (10) Saint 
David I., (10) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon, 
(18) Poor Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha, 
(21) Gonoral John, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) Tho 
Prophets (Isaiah, Joremiah, Ezekiel, Ilosea), (24) 
St. Potcr, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each sinyly. 

The Complete Work, hound in cloth

INGERSOLL, ROBERT G.
Some M istakes of Moses. Tho only complete edition 

in England. Accurato as Colcnso, and fascinating 
as a novel. 132pp.

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 
Defence of Freethought. A five hours’ speech at the 

Trial of O. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy ...
Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by .1. M. Whoolor
Rome or Reason? A Reply to Cardinal Manning
Crimes against Criminals
Oration on W alt Whitman
H um anity’s Debt to Thomas Paino
True Religion
The Three Philanthropists
Love the Redeemer
Why am I an A gnostic? Parts I. and II., oach 
Faith and Fact. Reply to Itov. Dr. Fiold ...
God and Man. Second Reply to Dr. Field ...
The Dying Creed...
Creeds and Spirituality ...
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LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

W. H. REYNOLDS, PU BLISH ER, NEW  CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike of a Sex*; or, Woman on Strike against the Male 
Sex for her “ Magna Charter,” the absolute ownership of her 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published: 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post tree 8d.

■Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Besant.
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Young; or, Science in Story. 
By Dr. Foote. ¿5Jpp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post free

fm, 23 3d>The Elements of Social Science. The most complete work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Science; or Borning Better 
Babes throu. h Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con- 
ceptunn. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is Id.

Over-Population; a Lecture delivered for the Sunday Lecture 
Society, under the title “ The Law of Populaiion : its Mean- 
_ing ami Menace.” By John M. Robertson. Post free 2£d.

“lain Home-Talk, b y  Edward B. Foote, M.D. ( u .b.a . )  em­
bracing medical common sense. 9o9pp., w ith  200 illustrations. 
Contents .* The Cause, Prevention and (Jure of Disease—The Food wo 

Eat—(he Liquids we D rink—The Atmosphere wo Live in —The Clothes we 
W ear—Bad Habits of Children and Youth—Bad H ab i's  of Manhood and 
of W omanhood—Sexual S ta rv a tio n —How to have Healthy Babies—Private 
Words to Men—H istory of M arriage, etc.

The book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
No parent shod Id be without this book. Useful for every, 
day reference. Post free 6s.

"L  Foote’s Handbook of Health, comprising information of 
the utmost importance to all who wish to enioylife. 128pp., 
post, free Is. Id.

The Wife’s Handbook : How a Woman should order herself 
during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery; 
With Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
maters of importance necess iry to be known by Married 
Women. By Dr. II A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 
the ¡Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Postfiee2Jd.

The Over-Growth of Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William L int Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status of Women- By A. Besaut. Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings of T. R. Malthus, by 0. R. Drys- 

daie, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post free 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed 
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

•M arried Life—Comfort or Misery ? A dialogue and splendid
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai. 
thusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded Life—As it is, and as it should be. By Mary Sowden.
Post free 2d.

•E arly Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

*What do we Women W ant? By Jane Hume Clapperton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it ? By Geo. Stand­
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The Right to Die. By T. 0. Bonscr, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By C. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post free ljd .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll's Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of the Onnsrian Religion. Shjuld be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post f i ee 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Scientific
Socialism, bv Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty. The
monthly organ of the Maltliusia , L:ague. Post free ljd. 

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will be sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.
[f  To those willing to assist our propaganda I  shcdl be pleased to 
s-.nd eighty copies of either of the pamphlets marked (*), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of Ss.

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED?
An Essay by A ustin Bieiieow ek  (M em ber 

of the Chicago Bar).
__ P R IC E  ONE P E N N Y.

N ew Pamphlets by Col. Inqehsoll. 
Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paine. 
True Religion.
The Three Philanthropists.

Oration on W alt Whitman.
_____  Price Twopence each.

national secular hall society
(Into (LIMITED).

rporated under 3« and 40 Vic , cap. 45, Act 1876)
Chairman ;

• W. F oote, 14 c lerk en w ell-g reen ,
London, E C.

Oioiirv, a direct rs :
,A andkeson, 35a Great George-street, 

W n ^ m in s te r ,  H.W.
G.'j <!'"’Kk, 112 Can nbury.road, N.
W. H ° r>0AKK’ Eastern Lodge, Biighton.

• Reynolds, Camplln Home, New

T. p hl Ridge-road, Hornsey, N.
G. Stav,1™* '27r> City-road, E.C.

‘eino, 7 and 9 Finsbury-street, E.C. 
j> I? lton Secretary :

okder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. 
B ai.i u Hegistered Office :

Science, 142 Old-ureet, London, E C.
The Sh --------------
°*> “P im clm ,6 *!, en.ch ' Payable ha follow« r - 2a. (11 
“V llen t cu n , . / V '  <■ ,,n a llo tm ent, and in eub 
wl'h  two uim.M I" ' 0,1' ">»y I'« found necessary

month«’ nonce for ei.eli call.
,  The Socle)« <iKNttKAL Object.

t0 llH ' ‘ « If« , has fu l l  new er. 
**He ln , | ia f jj'am ivc  operation» th a t m»y be po«.

^ecular Hnii1 f<’r  «'recilcn and inaintermnct 
.O n e  of th« s  H«,T? kmifloM and In the  I'rovince«.

bo eiii/ihi«C 0 H ’■■'Cur’d th a t no mombej
°* the Nation,n a  JJir' ctor unleHS he ih a member 

Secular Society.
T ^h0 prjvpiqaoo JmM‘LIATK Oiukct.

K n  « °  i t lie ,1h1* Science. 142Old-street 
“ ^Uclaf-s faConver'4,on of tho Niine in to  u/^ o c u la r  Uttll and In r i tu te .

write to the Secretary for 
Application Forms.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
S hould bo in the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all l ’reventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. H. A. Allbutt and others; and 
valuable information on matters of import­
ance necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
and to foreign par Is on receipt of letter 
postage.
McZcL-m-E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEPT.)
60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Kaeommonded by Mr«. Bonint in "  Law of Popnl*. 
tion,” pagu 82. ann J)r. AlUmtt in ** Wife’i« Hand­
book,”  pnge 61. Made solely by  J  P ut.lkn, 16 Chad- 
well.^treet, C lerkenw ell: 2s. do*., post fre<*( redaction  
in la rger q u a n ti t ie s .  Fox p articu lars  «ond stam ped 
envelope. Ifigg im on’F Syringe, with V ertical AND 
Reverse C urren t, 3s. 6d.. 4«. 6<1. end 6s. 6d. Dr. 
Palfrcv s Powder, Is. 2 ! Q uinin« Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. A llbu tt’fl Q uinine Powders, 8s, d o /. All prices 
post free.

W . J. Rendell
15 Chadwcll Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

N ear the ** A ngel.”

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz . post free.

For further Particular» «end «tamped directed 
•uvalope to

4, MOSS, 30 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

' j 1 ' 1A11111 !■• 1) I’ !■ < ii'i.i-;. An i"■ n.: '>"i I !u>trated 
List of 51 Hthusiun Appliance« will bo f<n warded 

by rc iu rn  of post on receipt of 2d in « am p».— 
A. drc»», D .vm a, Chem ist, lo t Park-lane, Leeds.
VAUGHT WOMEN TO BE PU N ISH ED  FOB 

h a v i n g  TCX) m a n y  CHILDREN P Four- 
pence, post free. G. W. F . K ingfisher, Leeds.

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
B ible Morality : Its Teachings Shown to  be 

Contradictoiy and Defective as an 
Ethical Code.

A m ass of m ost dam aging facts, compiled In a 
g raph ic  and in te restipg  style. A dm irably suited for 
wide circulation . J u s t  out. T h ird  and revised 
enldon, price 3d.
8 ecularis5i : D estructive and Constructive 

24 pp.,  3 I.
T he T eachings or  Secularism Compared 

with Orthodox Christianity. 96pp., 1?. 
S ecularism: I s it F ounded on R eason, and 

is it Sufficient to Meet the Needs of 
Mankind ?

Debate b>tween (he E d ito r of the Halifax "  E vening  
Mail ”  and Chari»« W stts. W ith Prefatory  Letters by 
George Jacob  Holjonke and Colonel Ingerso lland  an  
Introduction by Helen H. G ardner. GO pp ., 1«,
T he S uperstition of tiie Christian Su n d a y : 

A 1’lea for Liberty and Justice. 24p .,3d. 
Evolution and S pecial Creation. 24pp., 3d. 
T he G lory of U nbelief . New Edition, 

Revised and Enlarged. 24 pp., 3d. 
T iieoukiicai. P resumption: Ah Open Letter 

to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. S.

In  lids le tter the following subject» are dealt with
—1. W hy do the Olorcy Avoid D ebate? 2. The Posi­
tion »I A gnosticism  Tow ards C hristian ity . 3. Free- 
thought and  Men of Science. 4. The Difference 
oetween Facts and O pinions. h. Christ and Heroism. 
G. Christianity and S lavery . 1G pp ., 2d.
S aints and S inners  — W hich i  24 pp., 3d. 
C h r is t ia n it y : its O rigin , N ature, an d  

Influence. 32 pp., 4d.
Science and th e  B i b l e : W h e r e i n  t h e y  

Differ. 32 pp., 4d.
N ature and the  S u pern a tu ra l ; or, Belief 

and Knowledge. 24 pp., 3d.
London:

Watt« end Co., 17 Johrscm V court, Fleet-street, E.O.
11. Forder, 23 Stonecutter-stroet, E.O.

IS SOCIALISM SOUND ?
Verbatim Report of fou r Nights’ Debats 

between
ANNIE BESANT

G. W. FOOTE.
P R IC E  ONE SH ILLIN G .

S\ perior Edition, in Cloth, Two Shillings,



~~ SCOTCH TWEEDS, ALL WOOL.
Latest Designs. Best Qualities. Newest Colorings.
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H a v in g  just bought from one of the Very Best Scotch Tweed Manufacturers all their 
Remnants of the Present Season’s Patterns (all Perfect), consisisting of 1 ,2 00  yds.» 
2 8  inches wide, I  offer the various lengths at the following prices :—■

s. d.

2f
3
3*
H
3*
4

than these.

2£ yards...3
...2 
...2 
...2 
...2 
...2 10 
...3 0

0 per yard
10 „ „
0 „ „
9 „ „

10 „ „

s.
yards...3

u
4f
5
■H
54
51

11
11

.3 
...2  
...2  
...2 11 
...2 11 
...2 11

d.
0 per yard
0

6
s.

yards...3
d.
0

Gi „ ...3 0
6*
G|

,, ...3 0
„ ...3 0

7 „ -.3 0n » .-3 0n )> •••3 0
in quality in s

If you want a Splendid Bargain go to a Tailor at once, and get to know the length you require for the 
garments you wish to have made. Send me a stamped addressed envelope, with particulars of color and design 
you would like, and I will gladly send a variety of three patterns to choose from in any of the above lengths. 
The odd lengths will make Boys’ Suits.

ALL GOODS CARRIAGE PAID. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.

Readers, Please Show this Advt. to your Friends.
BY SO DOING YOU RENDER A SERVICE TO BOTH THEM AND MYSELF.

I  take this opportunity of thanking the many readers of this Journal who have favored me with orders, and 
1 trust that all the Goods supplied by me have given Perfect Satisfaction. I f  there are any cases where goods 
have not given satisfaction, I shall be pleased to give compensation for any loss if customers will furnish me 
with particulars.

J. W. GOTT, BRADFORD.
HENRY A. ROGERS,

GENERAL HOUSE FURNISHER, 
Glass, China and Earthenware Dealer, 

4 5 a  FOLEY S T R E E T
AND

138 WESTMINSTER RD., Liverpool.

Stocks Purchased for Cash to any amount.

200 w r in g in g ” m a c h in e s
To be iSold Cheap. All Prices.

We recom m end o u r ‘‘ S ta n d a rd ”  M achine, noted 
for s treng th  of fram e, thickness and  durab ility  of 
rollers. The best m achine in  the m arket. Hollers 
24in b ' 6in. L ignum  Vitae (bottom ), Reduced to 
£2 12s. 6d . U sually sold a t £3 12s 6d.

SPECIAL O FFE R  to READERS of th is Paper.— 
I  will rend one Carriage Free to any  address in  the 
United Kingdom

S P E G ltL  OFFER to N. 8 . S. B ranch Secretaries 
and  Treasurers. -I will allow to B ranch Secretsries 
and  Treasurers, or to any two persons whom t.hej 
m ay m m in a ie , a discount of 7s Cd. off one machine 
each. I  will also allow a  discount of 5s. to all whom 
they  may certify  as widows o r persons in  poor c ir­
cum stances.

MUSIC STOOLS,8s. lid., 10s. 6d.and 13s.6<1. 
Carriage fr e. L ŝs than wholesale prices. 

Please send P .0 .0 w i th  correct name and address. 
—

C E R T A I N '  S A T I S F A C T I O N .  
NUMEROUS TESTIMONIALS 

Mr Choa. Do eg. Sec Liverpool B ranch N. 8 . S ., 9 
Cr»m well-terra««, G ar en-lane, Liverpool, will be 
pleaded to answ er any  inquiries as  to  the bona fide# 
of the above advertisem ent.

OUR SPEC IA LIT IES .
t h o u s a n d s  O F  T E S T I M O N I A L 8 . 
G is t s ’ I r ish  Cambric HAXDKERciiiicrs, 3s. 6d. 
per dozen i Ladies, 2s. 6d.; ilmnsti ched 
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money 
returned if not approved. Table and Led 

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,

21 GI.ANSHAUD STUF.ET, MANCHESTER.

1000 INVOICES o r Memo Form e, 8 by  5 ins. i 
good ruled paper, n icely p rin ted , *entj 

carriage  paid for 5a. 61 Gash wi h order. Businesr 
Cards 6s. per lOoO. E. Sunderland. Prin’er. Ham 
m erton.sti set. Bradford. T rade Society House.

JO B B IN G  COM POSITOR.-An a llro u n d  Jo b b irg  
Com positor seeks S ituation ; used to smalt 

cy lin d e r and p laten m achines. >V. P. Jacobs, 39 
G lebeland-itreet, M erthyr Tydfil, 8 . Wales.

EVERY MAM HIS uW.l OJCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.. I. For Posted 

Order fo r  Is. 2d.
I t  contains Articles o n : M anagement of In fan c y ; 

H ealth ; L ongevity  \ The Teeth; Brown Broad ; Broad 
M aking; F ood; vig«tarlanisu i j Tobacco ; The D rink 
Q uestion; F iU 't; Fresh A ir; Exercise; B ath ing ; 
b ig h t; H olidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; C onstipation; biiioum cxs; Eczem a; Bluck- 
beads and Pim pie* ; N ervousness; (Jjughs and Colds ; 
Ch-ist Com plaints; Deafness; Thread W orm s; Long 
W orms. Tape W orms; The I t c h ; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. II. O f the Author, 

fo r  Postal Order fur Is 2d.
Containing Articles on.- l*he H ealing Powor of 

N ature; O o th in g ; E lectric ity  in  Disease; A pparent 
H ealth; V egetarian Experim ents ; The Pig as Human 
Food; P opular Fallacies abou t F lesh ; 'lh«B eef Tea 
D elusion; S alt; Saline S ta rv a tio n ; Toa D rinking;
1 he H air and its M anagem ent; bleep and Sleepless­
ness; W ant of Energy, e tc .; U otlth  H ints for 
W orkers, for Bhop AMNlstanis, and for Servan ts; 
Advice for the i hln ; fo>* the S tou t; and on ilio 
Prop, r Treatm ent of dimple Fever. Measles. Scarlet 
never, W hooping Cough, Ringworm , Hypochondria, 
Bloodlensncss, Diarrhoea, U lcerated Legs, Tum ours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I I I . Post free  from  
Author, fu r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.

I t  con ta in s articles o n : Health and  W ea lth ; No 
More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity f . r  Pure A ir.ai.d  
llow  to Get I t ;  The M anagem ent of Young C hildren ; 
Hunger and A ppetite ; Effects of F a - 'in g :  Perfect 
Foods; Green Foods; 8uj pers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; T h irst; in s p ir a t io n  ; 8<a B ath ing; etc 
HOW—to E at P roperly , to E at F iu it,  t Judge 
Wholemeal Bruid, to Breath Pr<peil.v, to Grow 
I all. to Keep Warm, I  Live, to Live 100 Y««rs, to 

Im prove the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
A ttractive. On the Cause and  Curo j f  the following 
Diseases: Stomaeh (’roubles, F latulence, Sleepiness, 
Various« Ve ns. Boils and Csrbunc.es, Sabuc«ou> 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, W inter Cou«h, Chil­
blains, and  on the Diseases Produced by taking 
M ercury.

“  H ygienic Medicine. For Postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eye Opener to  D rug Takers.

** R heum atism .” —Its  Cause and Cure. Post Free 
for 7d.

»* Dlot and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
“  C onsum ption ” —Its  N aturjil Cure Post Free7d, 
“ Three Pamphlet« o Young Mon ” —13 stam ps.

All the abov cun be got from
Dr. T . It. ALLINSON, 4 S panish  P lacb, 

M anchester Square, London, W.
Please men h n  this paper J

QTANTON. the People's Dent h i ,  335 Strand mppo.
site Somerset H ouse).—T E E  IM on VULCANii 1! 

2s. 6d. each, upper o r lower set. £1. Best qu .Hty 4- 
exoh, o ppef or lower, £ 2, completed in f..n r lino 
w hin  required, rep ilr iti,, or alteration* in two Iv o r  
I f  you pay more th-in iho ab ve they lire fan 
charges. Teeth on plaiiau in  7s. g,|. each on )«c. 
gold 15s, stooping 2*. Cd., extraction !•., painless b,

LONDON DEPOT FOR
CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION.
Every Article sold hero Produced in C’o-opefativA 
W orkshops under conditions where W orkers share 
Profits a nd  Management.

“ I ngrro th a t  labor which labors for itself as well 
as laboring  for ano ther, is better labor . . . .  and 
should be encourag 'd  in every held of labor.”— 
i harles B rsdl*ugh, speech in  House of Common®» 
A pril 22nd, 1890.

Before p u rc h ts in g  elsewhere, try  goods produced 
under improved industria l m ethods, and effect * 
Having by  g e tting  reliable articles.

Wo have our ivow Season’s Stock of SCOTCH 
TW EEDS A WOOLLEN CLOTHS to ►eloctfrom. and 
our Tailoring D epartm ent giv» s overy satisfaction. 

'The lif t of goods in stock Include«—
1loots and Shoes o f all kinds, hand and machine 

made; Hosiery and Shirts, Thibet Fancy rtn“ 
Cotton Skirting ami Skirts. /,inlies' Costume!) 
Cloths, Harris Tweeds, IVool Cloakings, Shawlh 
Scarfs, Flannelettes; Watches, Cutlery, Needles, 
Cabinet-making, llass Brooms, Seeds, Nutritim  
Cocoa, etc.

Uml o r writ«! for price, end pattern« .
3G HAUT STREET, BLOOHsBUfiY, W.O.

__ (Near ISriiiMi Muxcum).

“ FIFTY PROOFS "C.
a Perfect Being.” A new tra c t fo r propaganda* 
work. Cd per 100, post froo 7d„ of U. Forder, 
S tonfcntter-itrcet. K U.
T O  FREE TH IN K E RS, Ladles and  Gentlemen* 
x  requ iring  buperlor C ut G arm ents a t moderate 
prices. First-class 8 ty«o and F it Guaranteed.*'" 
H. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 G reat Castlo •'treet, 
Hiroo door* from Began! Htreet Patronised b7 
lending Fro •thinkers.]
( i  A HOME FRuM  HOM E” (for F ree .h ln k e r* )^  

, M rs lU rry  Long, No 3, V an c-ro ad , W*0*' 
pool. A partm ents, near cen tra l s ta tion  pr«men*°e* 
‘ »"1 M» Re l< ers. • ,w th is  to 30.11 f "• •
p R E E THINKERS who choose to buy their own 
1  Material« for Suits or Cdd G arm ents can have them 
Made Up at very reasonable charges For price* 
m aking and trim m ing , app ly  to W. Barker, Precti® 
Tailor, 41 Rusholm e-road, re a r  A rdwlck Green# 

ester
I »HE 1 1 . I . 1 ItoDUCTlON I> « T lT lT * J  
•** CIRCULAR.— published for the  p u rp °8* n- 

facilita ting  engagem ents between persons of 00 
gonla» tastes. Open to tha  s tric test inves' 

pec'men copy tw o stam ps S Lofton, 4 B 3 
s tric t, b irand . ___ ______  ________ ^
rpO  HOUSE HOLD KU9 AND OTHERS.—P»*n'.*j5 

and  Pap» rhuneing , good and obeap by Fr"0 
Man. C. R iddle, 87 W istm oreland-sireei» I’*111
s.w. —

• Printed and Published by G. W. F oot*» **
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.


