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“  The injury -which the theological principle has done to the 
■world is immense. It has prevented them from studying the 
laws of nature.”  •

—H. T. Buckle.

MRS. BOOTH ’ S GHOST.

The Booth family have all keen eyes for business. If 
they Bhut their eyes you can see it bv their noses. It 
is not Burprising, therefore, to find Mrs. Booth-Tucker 
capping Mr. Stead’s ghost stories with a fine romance 
about her dead mother. While the “  Mother of the 
Salvation A rm y” was dying, the Booth family made 
all the capital they could out o f her sufferings; and 
when she expired her corpse was shunted about in 
the financial interest o f their show. Perhaps they 
Would bo exhibiting her still if there were no law as 
to the disposition of corpses. But as that avenue to

Srofit is closed, the only alternative is to make use of 
Irs. Booth’s ghost, and this has just been done by 

one o f her daughters.
Mrs. Booth-Tucker contributes her ghost story to 

the Easter number of All the World. No doubt 
Easter was thought a seasonable time for its publica­
tion. Christians are just then dreaming about the 
great Jerusalem ghost, and another “  creeper”  comes 
in appropriately.

Mr. Stead catches up Mrs. Booth-Tucker’s ghost 
story and prints it in the Review o f  Reviews. He 
admits the want of evidence “  as to its objectivity,”  
whjch is a euphemism for “  no ovidenco at all,”  and 
then observes most sapiently that if it was only a 
dream, “ the coincidence o f its occurronco nt the 
crisis in her illness is remarkable”— which is pre­
cisely what it is not.

Mrs. Booth-Tucker was very ill on board a steamer 
when she saw her mother, fresh from “  the beautiful 
land above.”  “ Those with mo,”  she says, “  thought 
I  was dying, and 1 thought so too.”  When a person 
is in that state, after a wasting illness, tho brain is 
necessarily weak. But this was not all. “ I  had not 
slept,”  the lady says, “  for some days, at any rate not 
for many minutes together.” Her brain, therefore, 
Was not only weak, but overwrought; and in ingenu­
ously stating this at the outset the lady gives herself 
away. Given a wasted body, weakness “  unto death,”  
n brain ill supplied with blood and ravaged with sleep­
lessness ; does it, we ask, require a “  rank materialist ” 
to explain tho presence of “  visions”  without tho aid 
° f  ̂ npernaturalism ?

“  Suddenly,”  Mrs. Booth-Tucker says, “  I  saw her 
coming to mo.”  But how “ com ing” ? Tho lady 
tells us she was lying in “ a email sea cabin.”  This 

oes not leave much room for tho “ cocring”  o f tho 
ghost. W o should also like to know why a lady 
nought to bo dying was left alone. It is certainly 

U UUUSUftl circumstance.
m i  M oth ’s ghost, after as much “ com ing”  as 

fe0“ 7 * “ °  accomplished in a “  small sea cabin,”  at last 
, 8aJ“ , ” e8ide ”  her gjgk daughter “  on the narrow 
bunk. No doubt tho seat was rather incommodious,
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but why should a ghost sit at all ? It really seems 
to have been a mixed sort of ghost. Apparently it 
came through the ship’s side, or the deck, or the 
cabin-door, or tho keyhole; yet it was solid enough 
to touch Mrs. Booth-Tucker’s hand and kiss her ? 
Nay, it was solid enough to carry on a long conver­
sation, which does not seem possible without lungs 
and larynx.

Mrs. Booth’s ghost said a great deal. “  Wonderful 
words they were,”  says Mrs. Booth-Tucker. This 
whets our curiosity. W e are always listening for 
“  wonderful words.”  But, alas, we are doomed 
to disappointment. The lady knows her mother’s 
words were “  wonderful,”  but she cannot reproduce 
them. Her memory is defective. “  I  can remember 
so few o f the actual words,”  she says. Nevertheless, 
she gives us a few samples, and they do not Eeem 
very “ wonderful.”  Here are two of the said samples : 
“  Live, live, live, remembering that night comes 
always quickly, and all is nothingness that dies with 
death 1 ”  “ Fight the fight, darling; the sympathy 
of Christ is always with you, and every effort you 
make is heaping up treasure for you in Heaven.”

W e fancy we have heard those “  wonderful words”  
before. For all their wonderfulness, ghosts are 
seldom original. Mrs. Booth-Tucker reminds us of 
the gushing lady novelist, who describes her hero as 
divinely handsome and miraculously clover, but, 
when she opens his mouth, makes him talk like a 
jackass.

“  General ” Booth’s daughter does not see that sho 
found words for her mother’s ghost. She is not so 
sharp as Dr. Johnson, who carried on a discussion 
with an adversary in a dream, and got the worst o f it. 
For a time ho felt humiliated, but he recovered his 
pride on reflecting that ho had provided the other 
fellow with arguments.

When Mrs. Booth-Tucker tolls us that “  tho 
radiance o f her face spoke to mo,”  wo can easily 
understand tho subjective naturo o f her “  vision,”  
nnd as readily dispense with a budget of those 
“  wondorful words.”

Nor are we singular in incrodulity. Mr. Stead 
cannot put his tongue in his cheek nt a membor of 
tho Boofh family, but tho Christian Commonwealth 
says "  tho story is both improbable and absurd,”  and 
adds, “  it is just such fanaticism as this that brings 
religion into contempt with many educated people.” 
Our pious contemporary, like any wretched materialist, 
declares that many persons have seen ghosts “  when 
under tho influence o f fever or in a low stato of 
health.”

All this is sensible enough, and in a Christian 
journal very edifying. But if our pious contemporary 
only applied this criticism backwards, what havoc it 
would make with tho records o f early Christianity ! 
Mrs. Booth-Tucker is not in all points like Mary' 
Magdalene, but sho resombles her in fervor o f disposi­
tion. Out of Mary Magdalene wo are told that Jesus 
cast “  seven devils,”  which implies, rationalistically, 
that she was strongly hysterical. Sho was more 
likely to bo a victim of “ fanaticism”  than Mrs.
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Booth-Tucker. Yet the ghost story of Mrs. Booth’s 
daughter is discredited, and even stigmatised as dis­
creditable, while the brain-sick fancies of Mary 
Magdalene are treated as accurate history. Sbe was 
at tbe bottom of the Jerusalem ghost story, and her 
evidence is regarded as unimpeachable. So much do 
circumstances alter cases !

Our pious contemporary regards all modern ghosts 
as “ fever dreams.”  So do we, and we regard all 
ancient ghosts in the same light. The difference 
between ancient and modern superstition is only a 
question of environment. Superstition itself is 
always the same; it no more changes than the 
leopard’s spots or the Ethiopian’s skin. But the 
environment changes. From the days when there 
was no scientific knowledge or rigorous criticism 
we have advanced to an age when the electric 
search-light of science sweeps every corner and 
criticism is remorseless. Hence the modern ghosts 
are served up in Christmas “ shockers,”  while 
the ancient ghosts are worshipped as gods. But this 
will not last for ever. The rule of “  what is has 
been,”  will eventually be applied to the whole of 
human history, and the greatest ghosts of the creeds 
'will “  melt into the infinite azure o f the past.”

G. W . FOOTE.

CHRISTIAN SALVATION.

“ The perpetual proffer of forgiveness is a direct premium upon 
what Christians are pleased to call the commission of sin.”—  
Ingevsoll.

T he  stronghold of Christianity is its doctrine of the 
salvation o f sinners through the atonement of Jesus 
Christ. Though this doctrine is repugnant to every 
principle o f reason and o f justice, there is much in it 
that is attractive to the sentimental as well as to the 
mean and cowardly. It exhibits Jesus as a devoted 
benefactor of his race, and his death as the expiation 
o f human sin. The doctrine will not bear examina­
tion. As a God, Jesus could not d ie ; as a man he 
could not atone for the sins of others. To transfer 
guilt from the guilty to the innocent is not only 
iniquitous, but impossible, for the innocent Christ 
could not have the consciousness of the guilt of 
others. I f  this doctrine makes Christ a hero, it 
makes God the Father a monster, only to be appeased 
by the blood of the innocent. No judge dare act on 
the plan which the orthodox Christian ascribes to 
his God.

In teaching that man need not necessarily bear the 
consequences of his own acts, that they may be 
ovaded, and, by a blood bath, transferred to another 
and an innocent person, orthodox Christianity strikes 
at the root o f morality, which is founded on natural 
law. Its salvation, moreover, is not from the real 
consequences of wrong-doing, but from tho fictitious 
wrath of God, from an imaginary Devil and an im­
possible hell. That is, it first invents these bogeys 
and then offers protection from them— for u con­
sideration. •

The entire scheme of tho atonement by Christ 
moreover depends on tho fall o f Adam— that is, tho 
fiction rests on a fable. Mr. Cotter Morison, in his 
excellent work, The Service o f Man, says :

“  The whole scheme of Christian theology is meaningless 
except on the assumption of tho fall of man from a primitive 
state of innocence and virtue. Unless theologians are pre­
pared to throw over St. Paul, they must h >ld that ‘ as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.’ . . . 
But if ever a thesis was demonstrated, it is that man has not 
fallen, but risen, and that from the lowest level of animal 
existence.”

The Christian doctrine o f salvation is well calcu­
lated to obscure tbe truths that every event is the 
inevitable result o f its antecedents, and that evil 
actions must bo attended with evil consequences. 
Christians point to tho dying thief and tho promise

of Jesus, “  Verily I  say unto thee, to-day shalt thou 
be with mo in paradise ”  :

For while the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner may return.

By death-bed repentance and reliance on tbe blood 
of Christ, the person whose whole existence has been 
a continual disregard o f the rights of others may 
hope to obtain eternal happiness—

No matter what the sin has been,
How great the debt may be,

Only believe and then be set 
From obligations free.

Deprive the widow of her mite,
Nor heed the orphan’s call :

You’ve no concern in things like these,
For Jesus paid it all.

From their babyhood Christians are taught to 
believe, revere, and solemnly assert this sacred 
twaddle, without one particle of evidence. What 
wonder that “  Christian veracity ”  is as sarcastic a 
phrase as “  Punic faith ”  ? Misinterpreted myths and 
downright falsities are solemnly impressed upon 
children as the most important truths by people who, 
if conscientious, instinctively feel that it would be 
vain to hope their dogmas would be accepted by 
minds arrived at maturity.

Orthodox Christianity is, as its most consistent 
advocates have always declared, a religion for scamps 
and sinners. Jesus preferred not ninety-nine sinners 
to one righteous man, but ono sinner to ninety-nine 
just men who need no repentance. It is its doctrines 
of Repentance, Forgiveness of Sins, and Vicarious 
Atonement which give Christianity its emotional 
hold on the world. If its doctrine of a God crucified 
by God to appease God makes the Father a demon, 
it makes the Son a hero in sacrificing himself for 
others and taking their sius. The cowards and 
scoundrels who hope to escape the consequences o f 
their own misdeeds, cling to the cross aud rely on 
the merits of their blessed Savior. The most devout 
Christians are found on tho scaffold. When attended 
by their spiritual advisers, men considered too vile 
for earth are jerked to Jesus, aud resign their 
mundane prison for “ mansions in the sky, not mado 
with hands, eternal in tho heavens.”

From every gallows in tho land 
Tho blood-stained wretches go,

To sit at once on God’s right hand 
(Their victims down below),

And there they sit and claw their harps,
And each will loudly bawl,

11 Wo owe nobody anything,
For Jesus paid it all.”

Tho poor unbeliever lias no such resource or conso­
lation. Ho knows that neithor prayers nor tears 
avail to wipe out the consequences of actions. Naturo 
never forgives. Even first, accidental, ignorant 
mistakes loavo their inevitable results. There would 
bo more playing with firo if it was thought that 
burning might bo escaped. Tho wise Buddhists 
placed Karma abovo all tho gods, for thero is no 
being spawned from tho fortilo imagination o f man 
able to overcomo tho natural sequuuco of causo and 
effect. J. M. W heeler .
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THE STAGE AND THE P U L P IT /

T he stage and the pulpit have unquestionably played 
an important part in the formation and direction of 
human thought. The occupants o f each profess to 
he public instructors; they are, however, in many 
instances diverse in their characters, and they differ 
widely in their influence on the popular mind. The 
preacher bases his teaching upon the alleged divine 
commands, and presents to his hearers pictures of an 
imaginary heaven; the actor rests his lessons on 
human nature, and confines his presentations to earth. 
The pulpit has been too often degraded by its sup­
porters assuming for it a pharasaical superiority over 
its rival mentors and in manifesting an arrogant 
desire for monopoly. Theological advocates have 
dreaded, and frequently depreciated genius when its 
force has been directed to purely secular efforts. It 
is true that there are connected with the pulpit some 
who approve and patronise the drama, but it is also 
true that there are many orthodox Pecksniffs who 
condemn the stage as if it were the hotbed of iniquity 
and its art the forerunner of all crime. The late Mr. 
Spurgeon, for instance, in one o f his sermons, 
observed that whenever he passed the doors of a 
theatre, the circumstances reminded him of a yawning 
hell, with'hosts o f damned souls rushing in. Men of 
this type are not content with being “  miserable 
sinners”  themselves, but they would make others 
the victims of the worst kind of theological melancholy. 
They are akin to those ancestors of ours mentioned 
by Charles Lamb, those who lived before candles were 
in general use, and who, whep a joke was uttered in the 
dark, had to feel around for the smile. Such persons 
Would rob life of its beauty nnd charm, and ignore 
the possible brilliancy of Time for the gloomy antici-. 
patious of Eternity. In the language of Byron, they 
live and act

“  la hope to merit heaven by making earth a hell.”
Despite reckless denunciations from the pulpit, the 

stage has become a great moral educator, and a 
stimulant to intellectual activity. It represents a 
great school in which aro concentrated all the attri­
butes of nature and art; no passion, no feeling, no 
cjrcutn8tances are strangers to it, for in its delinea­
tions aro found the lowest typo and the highest 
development of human character. The drama em­
bodies Bovoral arts in one— such as painting, statuary, 
niusic aud elocution. The actors art is a jiving one, 
^hilo other arts aro comparatively dead. Even the 
Pulpit owes its principal attraction to this fascinating 
Rrt as shown by the Church of Romo with its miracle 
plays and the Ritualists with their dramatic display.

bo power wielded by such mon as Spurgeon aud 
; ttluiage upon the non-intellectual portions of society 

not duo to what is said so much as how it is said. 
-Lrue, th '•ir representation of the dramatic art is not 
p‘ the highost or most rofiuod order, nevertheless it 
18 to this agency that revivalists in general owo their 
8uccess, such us it is, inasmuch as it touches the 
^motions |lt,d theroby wins allegianco which probably 

uir discourses would never secure without that aid. 
fh o  sublimest poetry in all ages aud among all 

pooplo has been dramatic. In ancient Grecco it was 
int^ii ° d tru' n tho emotions aud to enrich the
fu, V Cfc> rosult being that tho lovo of tho beauti-
^ here predominated to an extent which has never 
#i en reabsed in any other country either before or 
r C? ’ ^bilo philosophy may bo said to havo almost 
an(]C,le ' i 8 culminating point. Refinement, culture 
all , u ir“ lnK !,eld a majestic sway and subordinated 
ow^ Fbeir potent influence. Subsequently in our
identifini|tr^ W° H muBter rod names of those 
geniu IUI .v'd l *1 the drama whoso transcendent poetic 
time 8 W t *uridfcb a ibtme for the admiration of all 

t" . re associated with tho pulpit are such 
8 er minda as Shakespearo, Jouson, Boaumont,

Fletcher, Marlowe and Byron ? These men tower 
like mighty columns above the rest of the race, and 
from them is derived a legacy of literature that will 
never fade and thoughts that can never die. The 
kingdom in which they bear sway is not of heaven 
but of earth ; not of God, but of man. "With them 
humanity takes the place so long usurped by divinity, 
and genius instead of theology becomes the guide of 
life, the foundation of hope and the inspirer of love. 
As Hallam truly said of Shakespeare, “  His was the 
greatest name in our literature, the greatest iu all 
literature.”  In him genius reached the loftiest pin­
nacle of sublimity, and by him every phase of human 
passion was recognised and delineated with un­
equalled exactness and beauty. What literature of 
tho Church can be compared with “  Lear,”  “  Hamlet,”  
“ Julius Caesar,”  or “ As You Like I t ” ? Where 
are the Bible heroes or heroines equal to the cha­
racters portrayed in those grand creatious ? Well 
might Johnson exclaim of the “  Bard of Avon ” —  

Each change of many-colored life he drew, 
Exhausted worlds and then imagined new.

An important fact connected with mentality is that 
knowledge is received through perception, the 
popular mind being slow to receive abstract truths. 
Hence stage representations are often more effectual 
in presenting truths than the reading of books. Iu 
fact, the great excellence of the drama is that it holds 
“  a s ’ twere the mirror up to nature, to show virtue 
her own feature, scorn her own image, and the very 
age and body o f the time his form and pressure.”  
Hamlet proclaimed tho true function of dramatic 
representation when ho gave the advice, “  See tho 
players well bestowed, let them bo well used, for they 
are the abstract and brief chronicles of the time.”  
“ The play’s the thing, wherein I ’ll catch tho con­
science of tho king.”

The proper training o f the imagination is an 
important consideration, for we all possess it more or 
less. The pulpit, as a rule, bases its training on 
“ airy nothing,”  while tho stage regulates its disci­
pline o f this faculty by the facts of life. Aptly does 
Col. Iugorsoll remark: “  Wo must romomber that tho 
stage presents an ideal life. It is a world controlled 
by the imagination— a world in which the justice 
delayed in real life may bo done, aud in which that 
may happen which, according to tbo highest ideal, 
should happen. It is a world, for the most part, in 
which ovii does not succeed, in which the vicious aro 
foiled, in which tho right, the honest, tho sincere and 
the good prevail. It cultivates tho imagination, and 
in this respect is far bettor than the pulpit. The 
mission of tho pulpit is to narrow and shrivel tho 
human mind. Tho pulpit denounces tho freedom of 
thought and of expression; but on tho stage the 
mind is froo, and for thousands of years the poor, the 
oppressed, tho enslaved, havo been permitted to 
witness plays wherein tho slave was freed, wheroin 
the oppressed bocamo the victor, and where tho down­
trodden rose supreme. And there is another thing. 
Tho stage has always laughed at the spirit of caste. 
Tho low-born lass has loved tho prince. All human 
distinctions in this ideal world have for the moment 
vanished, while houesty aud lovo have triumphed. 
The stage lightons tho cares o f life. Tho pulpit 
increases tho tears and groans o f man. There is this 
difference: tho protonce of honosty and tho honesty 
of pretence.”

Tho Puritans, in their opposition to tho Catholic 
Church, denounced all art. Cromwell destroyed 
church statuary; Knox broko im ages; tho Scotch 
Church condemned music, and tho Methodists to-day 
veto tho drama. With such persons mirth or merri­
ment, however innocent and rational, aro seldom or 
ever mentioned by them as if it were at all compatible 
with a religious life ; while to be gloomy, dismal, 
and melancholy, is looked upon by them as a virtue. 
With thorn it is tho dividing lino between sinners
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and saints. “  W oe unto you that laugh now, for ye 
shall weep ”  seems to be the governing impulse o f 
many, and therefore the more miserable they are on 
earth, the nearer they feel themselves towards heaven. 
It  is difficult to see what great advantage there is in 
being unhappy in this world, yet many people appear 
to imagine that it is the most effectual way by which 
to be happy in some other world. The pulpit pro­
claims a message of death, the stage illustrates lessons 
o f life. The pulpit is a symbol of gloom and despair; 
the stage is an emblem of joy  and hope. The pulpit 
appeals to a dying faith; the stage addresses a living 
principle. The pulpit perpetuates the old sorrows of 
the human race; the stage gives birth to new sun­
shine, and gladdens the heart and instructs the 
intellect o f man, woman, and child. The pulpit is 
like a desert, comparatively barren in the production 
of intellectual food ; the stage is an oasis, rich with 
the verdure of cultivated genius. The pulpit deals 
principally with precepts while the stage, enunci­
ating practice, exclaim s:—

Do not as some ungracious pastors do,
Show me the steep and thorny way to heaven ?
Whilst like a puffbd and reckless libertine 
Himself the primrose path of dalliance treads,
And recks not his own read.

The pulpit is limited to tho believing’ fe w ; while it 
can be truly said, in the words o f Shakespeare :—

All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players ;
They have their exits and their entrances ;
And one man in his time plays many parts.

Therefore,
. This above all—To thine own self be true ;

And it must follow as the night, the day,
Thou can'st not then be false to any man.

C h a r l e s  W a t t s .

TEN CENTURIES OF CHRISTIANITY".

T h e  fourth century witnessed the accession to power 
of the Roman Emperor Constantine, and while this 
powerful monarch ruled he had undisputed authority 
in all matters relating to the affairs o f tho State. 
Religion was considered to be one of these, and Con­
stantine, having been converted to the now faith, did 
all he could to increase its influence, so that during 
his reign Christianity became a great power in the 
State. Tho moment Christians were in a position of 
authority they wielded the sword and adopted all 
sorts of disreputable means, including bribery and 
persecution, to win converts to their faith. According 
to Gibbon, a white garment, with twenty pieces of 
gold, were promised by the emperor to every convert.*

No wonder Christianity made rapid advancement! 
In the fifth century Clovis, king o f France, followed 
the example of Constantine and embraced Chris­
tianity, and probably for a similar reason, viz., because 
he found it of service to him in cloaking his crimes 
and aiding him in extending his empire. In this 
century the pure and beautiful Hypatia was bar­
barously slaughtered by a fanatical mob, headed by 
Peter the Reader.! Hypatia was a teacher of philo­
sophy, and attracted large audiences to hear her 
discourses on the doctrines of Plato and Aristotle. 
Cyril, the Bishop of Alexandria, recognising that the 
Christian faith was likely to be weakened by Hypatia, 
no doubt incited the mob of monks to tho foul assault. 
Christianity continued to spread, and in the sixth 
century it had extended its power among the bar­
barous tribes of the East and West. Threats and 
bribery were again tho chief methods o f conversion, 
and were found perfectly efficacious.

The wealth o f the Church augmented rapidly ; but 
with this increased prosperity a rapid decline of

**' j  — ■ —-  ■ ■ ' ■' — ... ■■■ --------  1 -  ~———
* Dmline and Fall, vol ii., pp. 472—473. 

t Drapsr, C»vflkt, p. 55.

learning took place— Greek literature was neglected, 
and philosophy banished entirely from the semin­
aries.* This is what we should naturally expect; 
for theological arrogance and learning do not go well 
together. Nor was this the worst. In the seventh 
century learning appears to have almost vanished, 
and many o f the bishops were so illiterate that they 
could not compose their own discourses. In this 
century Boniface V. enacted the infamous law by 
which churches became the refuge to all who fled 
thither for protection ; and thus the Church became 
a place of safety for murderers, bandits, and other 
disreputable characters.! In the eighth century 
Charlemagne (a .d . 772) turned his attention towards 
Germany, not only with a view of suborning a spirit 
o f revolt, which from time to time troubled the 
empire, but also with the intention of converting the 
people to the Christian religion. By fire and sword 
both o f these ends were ultimately accomplished. 
War after war took place, and after these encounters 
the defeated races found “  their attachments to the 
superstition o f their ancestors was so warmly com­
bated by the allurements o f reward, by the terror of 
punishment, and by the imperious language o f victory, 
that they suffered themselves to be baptised, though 
with inward reluctance, by the missionaries which 
the emperor sent among them for that purpose.” :): 
While the soldiers converted the heathen with the 
sword, the clergy abandoned themselves to luxury, 
gluttony and lust.§ Nevertheless, Christianity made 
great headway.

Then arose tho belief— which finds adherents even 
to this day— that the best way to atone for crime is 
to make gifts to the Church. By this means the 
Church became extremely wealthy. Nor was this its 
only source of wealth, for various kings made presents 
of land to bishops and other dignitaries of the Church 
with a view of winning their favor.

The ninth and tenth centuries showed no improve­
ment in the condition o f learning or the conduct of 
the clergy. Mosheim says :

“  The impiety and licentiousness of the greater part of tho 
clergy arose at this time to an enormous height, and stand 
upon record in the unanimous complaints of the most candid 
and impartial writers of the century. In the East tumult, 
discord, conspiracies and treason reigned uncontrolled, and all 
things were carried by violence and force. These abuses 
appeared in many things, but particularly in the election of 
the Patriarchs of Constantinople. . . .  In tho Western pro­
vinces, the bishops were become voluptuous and effeminate to 
a very high degree. They passed their lives amidst tho 
splendor of courts and the plesures of a luxurious indolence, 
which corrupted their taste, extinguished their zeal, and 
rendered them incapable of performing the solemn duties of 
their function ; while tho inferior clergy were sunk in licen­
tiousness, minded nothing but sensual gratifications, and 
infected with the most heinous vices the flock whom it was 
the very business of their ministry to preserve or to deliver 
from the contagion of iniquity. Besides, the ignorance of the 
sacred order was, in many places, so deplorable that few of 
them could either read or write, and still fewer were capable 
of expressing their wretched notions with any degree of 
method or perspicuity.” |[

A strong indictment this from a Christian historian, 
out as true as it is forcible. This was the ninth 
century. W hat of the tenth ? Historians are 
unanimons in condemning the “  doplorablo state o f 
Christianity ”  in this century. Tho vices o f the 
clergy were simply terrible to contemplate. Com­
posed of ignorant, stupid, illiterate persons, the 
clergy were enslaved to superstition and sensuality, 
and were often guilty of the most odious crimes. 
Uallam says: “ This dreary interval is filled up, in 
the annals o f papacy, by a series of revolutions and 
crimes. Six popes were doposed, two murdered, one 
deposed. . . .  A  child o f five years o f age was made

• Mosheim’« Eccletiaitieal History, p. 146. 
t  Ibid, p. 164. i  ibid, p. 170.

§ Ibid, p. 173. I] Ibid, p. 193.
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Archbishop o f Rheims. The See of Narbonne was 
purchased for another at the age of ten /'*

The Prussians during the eleventh century were, 
by the force of circumstances, driven into the accep­
tation o f the Christian faith. They resisted for a 
time, but were ultimately defeated. In this century 
the “  Holy Crusade ”  against the “  infidels ” was 
commenced, and parts of Europe were deluged with 
innocent blood. “  Men, women, and children poured 
eastward in that first crusade, and this mixed van­
guard of the coming army o f warrior? was led by 
Peter the Hermit and Gaultier Sans Avoir.”  This 
vanguard was “  a motley assemblage of monks, prosti­
tutes, artists, laborers, lazy tradesmen, merchants, 
boys, girls, slaves, malefactors, and profligate 
debauchees.” !  “  It was principally composed of the 
lowest dregs of the multitude, who were animated 
solely by the prospect of spoil and plunder, and 
hoped to make their fortunes by this holy campaign.” ! 
On the way to the Holy Land this “  infernal rabble”  
was guilty of the most horrible crimes. More than 
half a million of people lost their lives in this holy 
crusade in the first few years o f the campaign; but 
the number massacred, from the first in 1096 to the 
last crusade in 1270, was so vast as to be beyond 
computation.

The holy wars continued during the twelfth 
century, and in the thirteenth century the Holy Inquisi­
tion was established in France, and several attempts 
were made to extirpate heresy wherever it dared to 
raise its audacious head. In Spain also the Inquisi­
tion was at work, and it is estimated that during its 
existence over 30,000 persons were put to death, 
17,000 burnt in effigy, and 291,000 punished severely 
by being put in gaol and subjected to torture.

The fourteenth century witnessed a variety of 
disputes among the Popes, and a rebellion among the 
monks. Hut the burning of heretics continued as 
energetically as ever. New Eects of Christians arose, 
and those wore persecuted and punished almost as 
mercilessly as the heretics. Such, ¿then, is a brief 
summary of tho doings of Christians when they pos­
sessed wealth and power. Christian apologists, when 
speaking on Freethought, sometimes say that thoy 
judge a tree “ according to its fruit.”  What sort of 
fruit do they call this for a Christian tree to grow ? 
Ten centuries of Christian growth ! Assuredly it is 
not too much to say that this fruit was rotton to the 
core. A rthur  B. Moss.

THE MALTHUSIAN PROSECUTION.
Mr . L oader  is in gaol at Newcastle, and will have to 
undergo tho full month’s imprisonment to which 
Judge Soymour sentenced him. Counsel has advised 
the Newcastle committee what I previously stated, that 
there is no means of releasing Mr. Loader or obtaining 
a new trial. The only effective method of “ appeal” 
would have been to remove tho indictment before trial 
ky a certiorari. Counsel recommonds tho putting of 
a question in Parliament, and Mr. Joseph Brown has 
communicated with Mr. John Morloy, who writes a 
sympathetic letter in reply, but says ho cannot raise tho 
matter in the House of Commons, as tho proper place 
to do that is the Newcastle Town Council, tho Watch 
Committee of which “  have tho conduct of tho police 
in their own hands.” Nothing further, therefore, can 
be done for Mr. Loader. As to tho Newcastle com­
mittee, it means to fight on for the right of discussing 
social questions, and will continue to circulate Malthu­
sian literature, leaving the police to attempt further 
suppression if thoy choose to do so. On my own part, 
1 have conferred with Ur. C. R. Drysdale, tho president 
° f  the Malthusian League, who will have a meeting of 
the Free Discussion Defence Committee called for 
Tuesday, May 17, when I shall bo back from Scotland. 
At that meeting I shall submit a policy for future 
action, on the main points of which Dr. Drysdale is in 
agreement with me. G. W. Foote.

* Hiillftm'g Kuropo Durinj the Mid/Xlo A<jcst p. 353.
t  Moslieim, p. 232» + Ibid, p. 232.
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THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY.

T h e r e  are a number of estimable gentlemen in Fleet-street 
engaged in the useful occupation of calling the attention of 
the readers of the newspapers on which they are employed 
to the good, bad, and indifferent books that are turned out 
daily by the score from the many publishers in these 
kingdoms. Of some of these it may be said, to paraphrase 
the saying of Sidney Smith of the then Lord John Russell, 
that they are equally willing to review any subject, from 
the differential calculus to Jack the Giant-killer. Song and 
sermon, art and attire, religion and racing, poetry and 
pugilism, mythology and morals, or any other subject, is 
decided on by them in the easiest possible manner. One of 
these Admirable Crichtons is on the staff of the Dail3 
Chrtnicle—one that I think I could name in twice. If I am 
right in my conjecture, he is an easy-going, amiable and 
genial Bohemian, the writer of several popular political 
works, but one who has a holy horror of Freethought and 
a terrible lack of knowledge of the very elements of 
biblical criticism. Once upon a time, if I am correct in my 
surmise as to the personality of this gentleman, I had, at 
considerable inconvenience to myself, to procure a Bible to 
convince this fervent democrat that the passage “  Fear 
God. Honor the king” was in the New Testament. D 
should have been in the Old, but wasn’t ; but when con­
fronted with it, he pronounced it a mistranslation. Of such, 
possibly, are our sometimes theological reviewers.

In the journal above mentioned, in the issue for April 20, 
there appeared a critique of the four volumes of our 
venerable friend Thomas Cooper, headed “  A Defender of 
the Faith.”  Being childlike and bland, and thinking these 
were new editions of this old controversialist’s books, I at 
once ordered them from the publisher. To my surprise, 
only three were in print; and had the reviewer read the 
title pages he would have seen that the one on “  Evolution ” 
bore the date 1884; that on “ Miracles” 1887; and the 
other, on “ The Bridge of History over the Gulf of Time,” 
1889. Now, I am much interested in these lectures of 
Mr. Cooper, for I have heard most of them several times, 
those on “ The Bridge ”  more than a quarter of a century 
ag o ; and when a tyro in knowledge of the evidences of 
Christianity had the temerity to oppose the lecturer at 
Parsons’ Hill Chapel at Woolwich, getting well drubbed 
for my youthful appearance, my dirty face (for I was 
working over-time and had gone straight to the chapel 
from the workshop), and my lamentable want of knowledge 
of certain early fathers of the Christian Church. And I 
probably deserved it.

These lectures were delivered by Mr. Cooper more than 
a thousand times in probably nearly every town in England, 
Scotland, and Wales, ne says iu the preface this much, 
referring to “ The Bridge,”  and in the conclusion of the 
book appeals to young men to master the subject of tho 
Evidences of Christianity, so as to get them “  into your 
minds and rehearse them in the ears of your sceptical 
acquaintances.”  Although we have some twenty-live or 
thirty thousand paid defenders of tho faith in this country, 
the writer most pathetically deplores that “  I have felt 
myself alone for these fourteen years while constantly 
traversing this our loved British ground in every direction.” 
By the bye, this “ fourteen years ” should have conveyed 
to the reviewer that this covered the years from 1856 to 
1872, when I believe the lectures wore first issued in book 
form. Since then they have been redelivered scores of 
times, until old age forced this Christian champion to enjoy 
a well-earned rest and well-merited retirement. He con­
tinues : “  There ought to be at least one hundred men iu 
these realms devoting themselves to this work.” Certainly 
not an hundred, but thousands; every clergyman in tho 
Country that is paid to preach the Christian mysteries ought 
to attempt to prove them when challenged to do so. We 
wish they would. We shall return to these Efidences as 
so often set forth by Mr. Cooper, but in tho meantime we 
will revert to the reviewer.

Writing of the Bridge, ho says : “ Mr. Cooper deals with 
two curious theories put forth to account for Christianity. 
The one is the ‘ Sun Theory,’ the other the ‘ Mythical 
Theory.’ The ‘ Sun Theory ’ was first put forth as a com­
plete hypothesis by the singular Sir William Drummond, iu 
his Edipus Judaicus, and for a time it held the field.” Why 
was Sir William singular? and when did lie “ first” put 
forth this theory as a complete hypothesis ? Has he ever 
read a line of it, or Mr. Cooper either, for the latter soev’ ^
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to have misled him on the point of the sun theory of Chris­
tianity ? Was Drummond before Dupuis or Tolney ? The 
latter published his celebrated Survey of the Ruins o f  Empires 
in 1791, an English translation appearing before the close 
of the eighteenth century, and Dupuis’ Origin o f  Religions 
in 1795. In passing I  may remark that every Freethinker 
has read Yolney’s Ruins, or should read it. It was one of 
a few books that made me a Freethinker. Not so with 
Dupuis. I have never met with an English translation ; 
but there are at least three translations of the chapters on 
the Origin o f Christianity; by Charles 'Southwell, Miss 
Partridge, and by a writer in Scott’s series of tracts.

These two works, both referred to by Mr. Cooper, were 
therefore certainly published before the close of the last 
century. When, then, did Sir W . Drummond’s Edipus 
Judaicus first see the light ? Mr. W heeler* .«ays in 1811 ; 
Mr. Bradlaugh has said in 1826. I am under the impres­
sion that Mr. Wheeler is wrong, and that this date refers to 
their first appearance in a quarterly publication, but am not 
sure. Several of the essays appeared in the Classical 
Journal, the first, the “  Dissertation on the 49th chapter of 
Genesis,”  in that paper in the June number of 1811. H ow ­
ever, this is sufficient to show that it was som9 years after 
Volney and Dupuis. But the fact has to be considered now, 
Is there a line in the entire volume that refers to Jesus as 
being the sun ? No I emphatically No !— not even the last, 
which treats of the heathen origin of the Paschal Lamb.

R. FOKDEB.
(To he continued,')

THE FREETHINKER’S TOAST.
Here’s to the man who is honest and true,

Who despises deceiving and slander ;
Who fears ne’er a God, nor a Devil, nor man,

But lives as he ought with all candor 1 
Here’s to all such, whatever their hue,

And whatever their country or station,
Who enjoy the few pleasures of life while they can, 

Not as fools, but with duo moderation ;
Knowing that death puts an end to each plan,

That it’s lies about hell and salvation.
J. A. Gibson.

A C I D  D R O P S ,
Colonel Ingersoll's “  destitution of good taste ”  is com­

plained of in the New York Christian Advocate. The illus­
tration is derived from ancient history. It appears that when 
Ingersoll spoke at a great meeting in honor of Frederick 
Douglas, holding the audience for three-quarters of an hour 
with “  wit, pathos, and eloquence,”  he begged the negroes 
“ not to follow the God of the whites, or any God who had 
permitted slavery in the world.”  Well now, tastes differ, and 
what is bad taste to a Christian editor may be very good taste 
to a Freethought editor. Why should any man condescend 
to worship a God who permitted slavery ? Of course the 
Christian Advocate cannot deny that the God of the Bible did 
so. It only tries to get out of the difficulty by saying that 
“  the spirit of Christianity ” — whatever that is— brought 
about the gradual abolition of slavery. But Ingersoll denies 
this, and is willing to defend his position. Where then does 
the bad taste come in ? ____

The American clergy seem dreadfully alarmed at the 
spread of “  Ingersollism,”  and their game is now, apparently, 
to drop argument and try defamation. One of the holy 
libellers, as wo have already mentioned, is likely to get a 
trouncing. He is the Rev. A. C. Dixon, and it will bo a bad 
day for him when he meets Ingersoll in a court of law. 
Meanwhili^he pious Dixon, who is such a striking example 
of the charity which thinketh no evil, looks brave and cries 
“  W ho’s afraid ?’ ’ in the New York Evening Telegram, which 
affords him two columns of small type.

Dixon sets up a curious plea. He says he has a right to 
say all he thinks about Ingersoll because Ingersoll says all he 
thinks about God. Yes, and Ingersoll has the right to sue 
him for telling libellous lies. And IngersoH’n remedy against 
Dixon is open to God against Ingersoll. Let him take out a 
summons, and claim damages.

Dixon doesn’t retract his slander of Ingersoll, but he would 
rather fight it out in the papers than in a law court. Very 
likely. But Ingersoll is too astute and too dignified to fall 
into such a trap. It is simply ridiculous to expect a public 
man to spend his days in discussing his own character with 
every malicious liar who chooses to attack it. Such a game 
must be played with stakes;  it won’t do to play it “  for love ” ; 
and when Dixon is taught this there will be a great increase 
of (compulsory) veracity among the American clergy.

For Ingersoll personally, Dixon says he has only “ feelings 
of compassion.” He invites “  Bob ”  to repent and confess, 
and get a chance for heaven. Which takes the cake. 
Ingersoll pitied by Dixon ! The lion pitied by the skunk 1

The great joke of Dixon’s screed is his reproof of Ingersoll’s 
jocularity. Dixon tries the game himself in nearly every 
paragraph. “  Said the Quaker to his friends,”  “  Said one 
neighbor to another,”  and so on and so on— chestnut after 
chestnut. The difference between Dixon and Ingersoll is 
that the latter is witty and the former tries to be ; and here, 
as elsewhere, failure hates success.

Mr. Gilbert Parker, in the Pall Mall Gazette, accuse« 
Ingersoll of the frightful crime of plagiarising himself— that 
is, of appropriating his own words and stealing his own 
ideas. He declares that IngerBoll, in his speech at Whitman’s 
grave, used over again some of the sentences he spoke over 
his brother’s grave several years ago. We have not the 
means by us of testing this assertion. But suppose it is 
true— what then ? Some general thoughts will always recur 
in one man’s funeral panegyrics, and we really cannot see 
why they should not. Only the special reflections will vary 
with the different persons. Mr. Parker has discovered a 
mare’s nest, and in venturing to call Ingeisoll a “  showman” 
for no better reason than this he is Bimply impertinent.

The “  May meetings,”  which always begin in April and do 
not end till June, are already upon us. Their chief design 
is to give the sky-pilots a holiday in town and to transfer cash 
from the pious to their caterers. Many of the religious and 
philanthropic societies now preparing a show are run simply 
in the interests of the officials who conduct them. This is so 
generally known that a religious firm, in publishing a guide 
to the May meetings, finds it its duty to give a warning to 
the charitably-disposed public.

Selah Merrill, the United States consul in Jerusalem, has 
published a carefully prepared paper on the “  Jews and 
Jewish Colonies in Palestine.”  It shows that, despite vast 
sums of money lavished on “  the restoration of the Jews,”  
the attempt to get them to coloniso their own land has been 
a signal failure. For one thing, the country itself is a sterile 
and little productive one, and the most knowing of the 
chosen race by no means display a disposition to bo restored.

The whole number of Jews now in Palestine is computed 
at about 42,000— not half the number that now live in New 
York alone. The reports of flourishing colonies aro mostly 
business lies to got up a boom in real estate in Palestine in 
connection with the still unfinished railway from Jaffa to 
Jerusalem.

Mr. Merrill finds that 255 families are actually paid by 
the Rothschilds so much a month to remain in Palestine, a 
sura which in a family of five persons amounts to about 
210 dois, per annum. The tendency of this gratuity, tho 
consul maintains, is bad, in that it encourages tho so-called 
colonists to continue to be dependants. The effort to make 
agriculturists of them has also been a failure. For them the 
Promised Land is the land where they can rake in most 
shekels.

“  Peter Lombard,”  writing from Palestine to tho Church 
Times, says that tho Samaritans there are dwindling towards 
extinction. They are strict in marrying only among them­
selves ; and as there are twenty-five young men unable to 
obtain wives, tho birth of a son is the cause of lamentation, 
while that of a daughter gives rise to rejoicings. Tho 
Simaritans recently petitioned tho Jews to let them marry a 
few of their girls, but they would only do so on condition of 
their giving up their old version of the Pentateuob,* Dictionary of Freethinker!, p. 113;
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Mr. Tait, chief inspector of schools to the Leeds School 
Board, startled a Sunday-school convention at Leeds by a 
vigorous attack on some of the hymns children are made to 
sing. He wanted to know how many who sang

I want to be an angel 
And with the angels stand,

really meant what they say. Then Mr. Tait objected to their 
singing

There is a dreadful hell, and everlasting pains,
Where sinners must for ever dwell 
In darkness, fear, and chains.

He would have this hymn expunged from the book as being 
too gruesome for the juvenile mind, or, for that matter, for 
the adult mind. He was wroth, too, with the words

Asleep, awake, by night and day,
When at my lessons or my play,
Although the Lord I cannot see,
His eye is always fixed on me.

He ironically called this picture a nice one, conjuring up a 
sort of almighty policeman ever ready to turn on his bull's-eye. 
These things are getting too silly for the children, and soon, 
as IngerBoll gays, will be passed on to the missionaries.

Its answer is Yes and No. People are enjoying this world as 
they never did before, and the future world is falling into 
neglect. Even in religious circles “ the trusted custodians 
of the faith are now often seen to be revelling in a perfect 
intoxication of critical license,”  - upsetting everything that 
was supposed to be certain. Nevertheless, the masses are 
ready to believe, only the question is— What ? Ay, there's 
the rub 1 In any case Atheism has no chance, thinks our 
pious contemporary. “ The battle between Atheism and 
belief was fought last century.”  Where ? Certainly not in 
England. The Freethinkers of the eighteenth century, from 
Anthony Collins to Thomas Paine, were Deists.

Wrong in its history, the G. C. is equally wrong about 
Charles Bradlaugh, who is declared to have “  revived ”  the 
old fight between Atheism and belief, and found it an “  ana­
chronism." since at last “  he gave up the fight.”  Of course 
he did when he died. If our pious contemporary means that 
he gave up the fight before then, it is simply telling a false­
hood or displaying its ignorance. Charles Bradlaiigh's paper 
was “  Atheistic ”  to the last number he edited, and the last 
lecture he ever delivered was in opposition to Christianity. 
If this is “  giving up the fight ”  the dictionary must be 
rewritten.

The Natal Advertiser points out that the Rev, Mr. Nauhaus, 
pf Botsabelo Mission Station, Transvaal, collected over £500 
in fines from the natives in one year. It says : “ It was found 
that three-fourths of this sum consisted of fines imposed for 
adultery and other immoral acts. Now it is a well-known 
fact that adultery and seduction are very rarely heard of 
among the Makatese in their native state. It is only in the 
older and more flourishing mission stations that the majority 
of fines were imposed for these offences. In Botsabelo .the 
churches and schools were founded and built through the 
immorality of the inhabitants, and it is highly questionable 
whether the station would have been in so flourishing a con­
dition at this moment had the natives conducted themselves 
more respectably.”

The son of the ox-mayor of Tauranga [New Zealand] has 
murdered his wife and four children. When caught he said, 
"G lory, hallelujah 1 I did it, and God told me to do i t ! ” 
For some days previously he often Bpoke of offering sacrifice 
to God. Of course, he is mad, and, perhaps, has been studying 
the scriptures re Jephtha’s sacrificing his daughter to God 
(Judges xi. 31-39), Abraham’s purpose to offer Isaac, and 
•imilar sacrifices. Two curious facts present themselves in 
inis connection. When a man of these times murders some­
body, and solemnly declares that G»d told him to do so, 
Everybody condemns the murderer; but in the days of 
■fephtbah, eta , when men murdered anybody and said God told 
hem to do so, superstitious churches accepted the tales, 

fijorifiefi the murderers, and the masses even sow treat the 
01d impostors as demi-gods!— Liberator.

Hr. Legge, the new Bishop of Lichfield, doesn’ t think the 
subject g0fl}a]jim on0 ca]culated to be of benefit for the 

•lurch. The subject was put down for discussion at the 
annual diocesan conference, but the bishop put his veto on it, 
n°t without an energetic protest.

The following lines on the Sky-pilot are by Clinton 
overidgo, several of whoso verses in the Twentieth Century 
0 have already reprinted

With eyelids closed, and palms pressed close together,
He tolls Ood what he should and should not do ;

'-rives him much-needed hints about the weather,
And asks some special blessings for a few.

PaIkhP60t0r of tho New York Police, says Dr.
by h’ “h81 emP*°J8 detectives to find disorderly houses, and 
and"8 li C- ° 8UreS doe8 moro barm in arousing tho curiosity 
sin tf° Hie minds of his congregation, than a host of
was 1 *8 .c°mpellod to hide its head. He adds : “  When I 
Hr aia ° f Hie Twenty-ninth Precinct, I went with 
Bermo** ma T̂° ? n b '8 orrand fur sensational information for his 
I w is f.8' r *now> from observation and from reports which 
nl-ico. r , t0 Patl>er, that never in their history were tho 
Brooklvn nde8Crlbe<1 M ^rouged by patrons, largely from 
after those sermons'^ 8Fnt debaucLerJ “ 8

Is Faith Decaying ?”  the Christian Commonwealth asks.

The Christian Commonwealth has a kind of “ agony 
column”  in which it answers doubts afflicting its readers’ 
minds. Some of its answers are peculiar. Last week 
“  T. D.” quoted the saying of Jesus, “ No man hath ascended 
into Heaven,”  and asked, “  What does this mean f Did not 
Elijah ascend into Heaven f ”  Of course he did. There’s no 
denying that, unless you deny the Bible. Still, the editor is 
not cornered. It is not so easy to exhaust the resources of 
piety. Putting on his exigetical spectacles, he discovers that 
the difficulty is “  only apparent,”  that “ the Master’s words 
are elliptical,”  that they “  imply more than they express,”  
and that what “  he meant to say,”  only he forgot it, wa« that 
no man had gone to heaven and “  come back.”  But Elijal 
did “  come back.”  He appeared with Moses in the company 
of Jesus at the transfiguration. Thus the truth of the 
explanation is about equal to its modesty.

“  T. D.”  did not point out the whole difficulty of this 
passage. What Jesus said was “  No man hath ascended up 
to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the 
Son of Man which is in heaven ”  ; so he must have been in 
heaven and discoursing with Nicodemus at the same time. 
Which things, wo should fancy, were an allegory.

The vicar of St. Michael’s, Coventry, continues to push his 
demand for a vicar’s rate upon an actively hostile parish. An 
intimation that a collector was in a street was sufficient for 
every door to bo barred against him, Tho vicar should be 
invited to preach from the text “ Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on.”

Dr. Mills, tho vicar of St. Michael’s, Coventry, means to 
have his pound of flesh. Ho locked the door of the vestry 
against a meeting of his opposing churchwardens, and intends 
applying for 250 warrants against persons who have not paid 
the rato.

The parson who punched a parishioners head for smoking 
near his church, was probably of a different stamp from the 
Rev, G. Whitehead, vicar of St. Andrew's, Northampton, 
whoso vestry find fault with him for turning the church into 
a dining-room and beer shop. It was alleged that a gallon 
beer-jar had been found in the church, and a whisky bottle in 
the font. The vicar says it is too far to go home, and he 
shall continuo to take his lunch in the sacred edifice.

The vicar of Whitworth near Rochdale seems to think tha 
Affinity Table of prohibitions should be extended by the clause 
“  Thou shalt not marry a Nonconformist.”  A  young woman 
who married a Dissenter went to an entertainment at her old 
Church school, and was then publicly referred to with tho 
expressed opinion that Church people ought to marry Church 
people and not Nonconformists.

Tho Bishop of Chester, who circulated the calumny that 
Secularists were cruel to their children, reiterates old 
Solomon’s advice not to spare tho rod. He says flogging is 
“  an admirable thing for boys ”— no cane, no character— and
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laments that while the boys of the upper classes may be 
flogged without question, this privilege is denied to their 
poorer brethren. If it is a fact that more corporal punishment 
goes on at Eton or Harrow than in our Board schools, we 
take this as another sign that barbarism remains in what Dr. 
Jayne calls “  the upper classes,”  while civilisation is extend­
ing among the lower, ____

Ananias Hughes has ¿been telling an interviewer that 
suggestions have been made to him about sitting in the 
House of Commons. He evidently thinks a seat is ready for 
him whenever he chooses to tako it. In the same way he 
talked as though he had returned all the Progressive majority 
to the London County Council. But the said Council only 
gave him two votes when he was nominated as an alderman.

For the present, however, Ananias Hughes has no intention 
of taking the premiership or even sitting in the House of 
Commons. He has his pastoral duties to perform, which are 
“ superior to those of Parliament.”  Nevertheless, he might 
take a seat in the House of Lords, if they would change its 
constitution to admit him. Modest Ananias ! For of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.

The Baptist Union wishes it to be known that the death of 
Mr. Spurgeon has not in any way loosened its hold on 
orthodoxy. One of its ministers, the Bev. Mr. Aked, wickedly 
exchanged pulpits with the Unitarian Bev. Mr. Armstrong, 
who lectured on Mazzini to the Baptist flock, but Mr. Aked 
has been called over the coals, and Baptists generally will 
show they have no fellowship with unbelievers.

The Bev. Mr. Barker, of the Wesleyan Chapel, Hornsey- 
road, held Sunday afternoon conferences at his chapel on 
such questions as “  Was Christ the Best Friend of the Poor ?” 
For this he has been boycotted and evicted by his well-to-do 
Methodist elders. What a farce is their pretended religion 
of Jesus 1

The Ecclesiastical Commissioners are the largest leviers of 
royalties on coal in Durham. Last year they took some 
£240,000, which has of course to be added on to the price 
of coal.

Among the Lord’s weekly mercies are cholera in India, 
small pox killing hundreds daily in Russia, and spotted typhus 
on the Busso-German frontier.

Prof. Herrick-Johnson, of the McCormick Theological 
Seminary, Chicago, protests against the holding of a Parlia­
ment of all the Religions at the World’s Fair. Ho says no 
good can come from inviting all the false faiths to a conference. 
It is tantamount to an admission that Christianity is not the 
only one true and exclusively divine religion. Prof. Johnson 
believes moreover that it will seriously affect the cause of 
foreign missions. Very likely. If people knew more about 
Confucianism, Brahmanism, Buddhism and Mohammedanism, 
there would be less money wasted in the vain attempt to 
convert these heathen to the gospel.

Between the years 1590 and 1680 no fewer than 3,400 
women were burned in Bible-reading Scotland for witchcraft, 
in accordance with the divine law in Exodus xxii. 18.

V o are delighted to hear that the Christian Evidence 
Society is waking up at Liverpool, for its activity is sure to 
kelp on the cause of Secularism. Special meetings were held 
at Ilof e na il one day in last week, but the local ministers of 
religion were conspicuous by their absence. Perhaps they 
do not like controversy— or its results. Perhaps they are 
ashamed of the black champion’s tactics.

The new Liverpool Christian Evidenco Socioty means to 
“ go the whole hog.”  One of the speakers at the above 
meeting, a Manchester sky-pilot, loudly complained of 
domestic heresy in the Christian fold. He had actually heard 
a minister doubt the literal truth of Jonah. The Liverpool 
C.E.S, means to tow the whale along until the hawser breaks.

The Liverpool Daily Post of Monday last thus expresses 
itself:— “  The fact is to be taken into account that the 
number of people is very small indeed who have such an 
intellectual training as to be able to give an absolutely accurate 
account of any circumstance within their knowledge without

coloring it more or less with their own prepossessions and
prejudices.................... Considering that this is a professedly
Christian nation, it certainly seems extraordinary that the 
injunction of the Founder of the Faith should have been in 
this matter so entirely disregarded. ‘ Swear not at a ll’ is 
certainly as clearly expressed and clearly deSned commandment 
as anything in the New Testament. There is an obvious in- 
congruity in this that would be inexplicable but for the well- 
known absence of the logical faculty from the British mental 
constitution, which makes it entirely blind to the impassable 
gulf between the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount and 
the Christianity of the end of the nineteenth century.”

The last sentence may be taken as throwing some light on 
the course adopted by the Liverpool Daily Post in publishing 
a foul slander uttered by a clergyman against Freethinkers, 
and refusing insertion to a contradiction.

Some of the more impatient spirits amongst the Free­
thinkers in Liverpool and Birkenhead desired to have a debate 
arranged with Celestine Edwards. An intimation was 
accordingly sent that the Branch were willing to arrange for 
a set debate, provided that the Christian Evidence Society 
or a number of representative Christians would accept him as 
their champion. No reply was received, and the Branch 
issued handbills announcing the fact. This of course aroused 
Edwards's ire, and the Billingsgate dictionary was largely 
drawn upon. As a sample of the style of this apostle of the 
gospel of “  sweetness and light,”  take the following. The 
Freethinker was always referred to as the “  Weekly Stinker,”  
the members of the Branch were “  parasites,”  and “  every 
Atheist is a liar; they teach lying in their halls,”  etc. A 
debate with Edwards would probably have to be conducted 
on .the same lines that Daniel O'Connell adopted in his 
celebrated contest with a virago.

It has been observed that no artist has ever painted a black 
angel— angels are “  ever bright and fair.”  A  look at Celes­
tine Edwards will explain the reason. “  If you want to be 
lubbed, you must be lubly,”  as he says. Michael Angelo 
Raphael, and all the lot of them combined, would throw 
down their brushes in despair of ever doing justice to him.

Religious mania, according to the verdict of a jury at 
Bradford, was the occasion of the suicide of a lad of seventeen 
named Harold Gilchrist, who shot himself on Easter Tuesday. 
Religion is like opium, very soothing, but very dangerous if 
you take too much of it.

The Rev. A. J. Tilson, rector of Kilglass, co. Longford, has 
to pay Miss Lappin £375 for breach of promise of marriage.

The D w arf tells the following story, which is a slightly 
improved version of one which appeared with an illustration 
in the Freethinker three or four years ago. A young mother 
was endeavoring to reconcile her four-year-old to being left 
in the dark at bedtime. Said she, “  Now, baby, don't bo 
frightened ; remember God is with you always. He’s here in 
this room with us now. I'll take the candle, but say your 
prayers and don’t bo frightened.”  The babe thought the 
matter over for a moment, and a cortain philosophic instinct 
came to its rescue. “  Look here, mummy,”  ho replied, “  you 
take God into the next room, and leave me the candle.”

“  Claudius Clear,”  writing in tho British Weekly, wishes to 
see trained Christian journalists who will tako Christianity 
for granted. Fortunately the training of journalists usually 
indisposes them to take anything for granted ; hence wo have 
the not uncommon spectacle of heterodoxy showing itself in 
papers supposed to be rigidly orthodox.

“  There are empirics and adventurers now,”  says Dr. 
Parker, “  who aro publishing placards calling upon tho 
unwary public to come and hoar tho meaning of the thousand 
three hundred and five and thirty days who never loved an 
enemy and never helped a friend.”  That’s rather rough on 
Baxter and Co. But set a Christian to catch a Christian.

Tho Rev. R. C. Fillingham, vicar of Iloxton, says, “ You 
will never get into the kingdom of heaven so long as you 
knock with an intellectual stick.” That explains the cha­
racter of the people inside. No wonder the Bishop of E x eter  
confirms idiots.
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H R . FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Thursday, April 28, Hall of Science, Old-street, E.O., at 8, 
Prophet Baxter, and the End of the 'World.”
Sunday, May 1, Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street, 

Glasgow : at 11, “  Is Christianity the Friend of the People ?” ; 
2.30, “ Manning, Spurgeon, and Bradlaugh” ; 6.30, “ After 
Death, W hat?”  6

May 8, Belfast; 10 and 11, Aberdeen; 15, Edinburgh; 22 
and 20, Hall of Science.

June 5, N. S. S. Conference ; 10, Birmingham.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb . Ohables Watts’ Engagements.—  May 1 and 8 (m. 
and e.), Hall of Science; 5, Hall of Science; 15 and 22, 
Birmingham; 17 and 31, debate with Rev. Dr. McCann at 
Birmingham ; 29, Liverpool. June 5, N. S. S. Conference; 
14, debate with Dr. McCann; 19, Bristol ; 20, Birmingham. 
July 3 and 10, Hall of Science; 17, Birmingham ; 24, South 
Shields; 31, Newcastle. August 7 and 14, Birmingham; 
21, Manchester; 28, Sheffield. September 4 and 11, Bir­
mingham.— All communications for Mr. Watts should be 
sent direct to him at Baskorville Hall, The Crescent, Bir­
mingham.

F. A b l a b d .— The pious lady who told you she had received a 
message from Charles Bradlaugh “ now in heaven,” is pro­
bably not a danyerous lunatic. B et^r leave her to her 
droams while she is harmless.

J. Kkast.— We note that the Bristol Branch’s special lectures 
will bo delivered in the large Shepherds’ Hall. Mr. Foote 
will bo happy to givo week-Liglit lectures at Bristol on his 
roturn from Scotland. Kindly inform him on what dates 
after May 17 the St. James’s Hall is disengaged.

J. G. B abtbam  — Seo paragraph. We wish the Newcastle 
Branch a very prosperous future in itB new meeting-place.

H. Sutcliffe .— Soo “ Sugar Plums.”
W. H olland .— The nowly discovered document as to the 

burning of Bruno was noticed somo montliB ago in the Free­
thinker.

T. He a d l e y .— Of course all sellers of Malthusian literaturo aro 
liable to prosecution. But wo do not think there is much 
danger. The prosecutions of Mr. Young aDd Mr. Loader 
seem only sporadic cases of bigotry.

Mb . B b ac ew ell , 111 Greenfield-road, Colne; and J. Andrews, 
50 Maurice-streot, Nelson, Lane., sell all Freothouglit publi­
cations.

Wood GnEEN.— Lecturo Noticos must bo sent to llC lerk en - 
well-grcon.

T. Ma y .— W e are not awaro that James Merchant was 
“  officially ” connected with the N. S. S. for “  four years and 
nine months.”  The West Hain Branch will tell you a 
different tale. Wo really cannot waste time on a person 
who argues that Secularism justifies murder and all other 
crimes bocauso it denies free-will. Luther denied free-will, 
®o did Calvin, so did Spurgeon. Did they also justify crime? 
And if not, why not?

"•  Ta y l o b .— Thanks for the cutting. Not having Ingersoll’s 
eulogy on his brother by us wo cannot say. See “ Acid 
Drops.”

M- R. B bow n .— W o lrnvo not timo to answer such queries 
through the post.-Thero is no Secular iuceling-place at 
Y.roydon. The nearest is at Camberwell. If that is too 
distant, you could join tho N. S. S. through the general 
secretary, 28 Stonecuttor-strcot, E.O.

thinks that if somo tailors wero to advertise in this 
journal their charges for making up suits, it would bo advan- 
geo us to themselves and likewise to Mr. Gott of Bradford.

Silent  A d m ibk b .— Too late for this week.
"• Read— A lways glad to rccoivo cuttings, but Church and 

Dissent uro in tho same boat religiously.
’ R ^ va n a q h .— Subscriptions handed to Mr. Jones. If you 
claim to affirm you must follow tho directions in tho National 
Becular Society’s Almanack. Every Krccthinkor liable to 
servo on a jury should keep a copy of the Almanack by him.

W  m ^ 'rocl'OIIH would occupy too much space in this column.
• Moon*.—  Pleased to hear from one of our converts; also to 
fcarn that tho change has brought you happiness. Thanks
fof cutting,.

abiiis.— Subscription passed to Mr. Fordor. You can 
. 11 y  prevent vaccination of your child by getting out of tho

p Parish or defying tho law.
-—p1*. j*KQK1VKU-— Fritankaren—Truthscokor— Lichtfround 
Bnui0 Tnk°r"T^''kerut<,r— ’l'wo Worlds— Western Figaro—
. p on Investigator— Freedom— Liberty— Der Arine Teufel 

regressive Thinker— Cosmopolitan —  Flaming Sword—  
1 .. tr "a y  Echo— Ironclad Ago— Lucifer— Crosshearor— 
T>»!,ug , Gazette— Manchester Evening News— Medium and 

— Chatham and Rochester News— Weekly Times 
dent n,°~D ilblin  Evening Herald— Irish Daily lndopcn-

flm 1 Glarion— Star— Twentieth Century.
hesbondknok should reach us not later than Tuesday if t. 

only is desired in tho current issue. Otliorwiao tho roplv 
tands over till the following week.

Fbiknds who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

L itebaey communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Olerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi­
cations to Mr. R. Eorder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Scale of Adyeetisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :— 
One inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; ColumD, £ l 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.; 
Half Year, 3s. 3d. ; Three Months, Is. 7Jd. •

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on tho 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub­
scription expires.

THE H ALL OP SCIENCE SCHEME.

Last Sunday evening, after my lecture at the London 
Hall of Science, I  made an appeal on behalf of this 
scheme. Miss Vance took several applications for 
shares, and a gentleman applied to me for one hundred. 
After Mr. Charles W atts’s lecture this Sunday even­
ing (May 1) there will be similar facilities for 
receiving applications, and I  hope Miss Vance will 
be kept busy at her desk.

From the outset I  have tried to impress upon the 
Freethought party the absolute necessity of securing 
the Hall of Science as our headquarters for propa­
ganda and organisation, as well as a substantial 
memorial to our great leader. I  now venture to urge 
the matter decisively upon their attention. Those 
who have faith in my leadership, and trust in my 
policy, cannot complain i f  I seriously ask them to 
provide the means I require. It is not for myself, 
but for the cause; and I only put it in this personal 
way because there are times when an elected leader 
must ask his supporters to express their confidence 
in deeds. I ask every one o f my supporters to see at 
once what help ho can afford, and to render it 
promptly. Tho shares are only £1 each, and tho 
instalments o f payment are accommodated to all 
pockets. It gives mo great pleasure to know that 
many working men have taken shares. I  want five 
hundred Freethinkers to take one or more shares 
before Whit-Sunday, G. W . Foote.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
After an absence of several years Mr. Foote is once more 

visiting Glasgow, wherj he delivers three leotures to-day 
(May 1), particulars of which will be found at tho top of our 
ninth page. For a few days he will then get a much needed 
rest down (he Clyde, and on the following Sunday (May 8) 
he will deliver three lectures in 8t. Anne’s Hall, Donegal- 
street, Belfast. Returning to Scotland, he will proceed to 
Aberdeen, and lecture there on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
May 10 and 11, when he hopes to see the local Freethinkers 
constitute themselves into a Branch of the N. 8. 8. On the 
following Sunday (May 15) he lectures at Edinburgh, after 
which he returns to London. During his absence from home 
he begs the indulgence of correspondents.

Despite the extraordinarily lino weather, there were good 
meetings at the London Hall of Science on Sunday, especially 
in the evening, when the attendance was most excellent. The 
morning lecturo on “  John Morley ”  seemed particularly 
interesting to the audience. At this lecture Mr. J. Brumage, 
late of Portsmouth, presided. Mr. Foote’s evening discourse 
on “  Why I am an Atheist ”  was heartily relished, judging 
from the laughter and applause. Mr. R. 0 . Smith presided 
as usual. . ____

After the evening a lady and gentleman introduced them­
selves to Mr. Footo as two of his converts, and he was 
positively proud of them. Both were till, robust, well*
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favored, and intelligent. They were good to look at, and good 
to talk to. When such people are brought over to Fiee- 
thought by our advocacy, we can afford to smile at the 
insults of our enemies.

We are glad to hear that Mr. Charles Watts had three good 
and enthusiastic audiences in Rochdale last Sunday. Debate 
followed each lecture, the opponents speaking highly of the 
fair and gentlemanly manner in which Mr. Watts treated his 
subjects. It is to be regretted that the local friends did aot 
obtain a good supply of Freethinkers. Many applicants had 
to be disappointed. This Sunday (May 1) Mr. Watts lectures 
morning and evening at the Hall of Science, London.

Subscribers to the Bradlaugh Memorial Fund are earnestly 
requested to read the letter addressed to them by the Trustees, 
which appears in another column of this journal. Branches 
that sent up subscriptions should lose no time in deciding 
their answer. Individual subscribers should write imme­
diately. Mr. Forder has kept the subscribers’ list, and it will 
now be useful. Circulars will be sent by post to those whose 
addresses are known ; the rest must please take the Freethinker 
notice as sufficient. As this matter has been sufficiently 
discussed, we refrain from saying anything at present to 
influence subscribers in their decision.

There are still many of our readers thoroughly in sympathy 
with our work who are not yet members of the N. S 8., 
though every time the prospectus of the Society is inserted in 
these columns it brings many fresh members. We should 
like to see the number much further increased before next 
Conference, that this year, already a very successful one in 
point of adding new members, may outdo all its predecessors.

N. S. 8. Branches should be making arrangements for the 
Whit-Sunday Conference at Newcastle. We hope to see a 
very large delegation, partly for the Society’s sake, and partly 
for the sake of the Newcastle Branch, which, with the other 
Branches in the North-Eastern Secular Federation, has been 
fighting so gallantly for the last three or four years. New­
castle provides a first-rate hall for the Conference and 
guarantees all the expenses. Canny Newcastle I

Branches and individual members must please note that all 
notices of motion for the N.S.8. Conference agenda must be 
sent in to the secretary on or before May 14.

The Newcastle Branch used to have its special Sunday 
lectures in a large, dirty hall in Nelson-street. The state of 
the place was a great drawback. Happily a very nice hall is 
now available for such meetings— the Lovaine Ilall, St. 
Mary’s place. It is large, clean, well fitted-up, and most 
comfortable. Miss Campbell has just lectured there, and she 
is to be followed by Mr. 0. J. Hunt and Mr. Stanley Jones. 
Freethinkers in the district should note the change. They 
can now go to a Secular lecture at Newcastle without the 
least apprehension of discomfort.

Mr. Stanley Jones and Mr. Job Williams had an open-air 
discussion at Tottenham last Sunday. The question was,
“  Is there Evidence for the Existence of a God ? ”  Mr. Jones 
thought there wasn’t, and the same opinion prevailed 
amongst a large section of the audience. The crowd was 
enthusiastic but orderly.

Freethinkers in Yarmouth and the neighborhood willing 
to take part in forming a Branch of the National 8ecular 
Society are requested to communicate at once with Mr. J. 
Headley, 76 George-street. __

Our good old friend, Joseph Symes, of Melbourne, Free- 
thought lecturer, editor of the Liberator, and terror of the 
Australian bigots, sends us a long letter to his “  British 
Friends,”  which will appear in the next number of the 
Freethinker, _____

Mrs Harriet Law, who is more amused than indignant, 
sends us the following letter:— “ Neither you nor any Free­
thinker of long standing will require my explicit denial of the 
statement made by the editor of the Bristol Messenger, and 
vouched for by Mr George Collin and the Rev. J. Moff*t 
Logan. You, and all whose recollections of the party extend 
back twenty years, well know that this statement has been 
often made, often contradicted, often withdrawn* It used to

b9 famous in Freethought circles as ‘ the old Watch Story,’ 
the original form of it having been that I challenged the 
Deity to put a period to my existence in so many minutes—  
five, I  think— and stood, watch in hand, waiting. This little 
narrative has afforded food for laughter so often; it is such 
a ‘ thrice told tale,’ that it is difficult to treat it seriously. 
But for the benefit of Christians, young Freethinkers, and 
1 all whom it may concern,’ I beg to say that the story with 
or without the ‘ watch ’ is entirely destitute of foundation. 
It was a maxim of the Jesuits, and has been an unavowed 
principle of action with many other Christians, that ‘ to lie 
for God’s honor is more meritorious than to tell the truth.’ Wa 
are loth to believe that the narrators of this tale were actuated 
by an such motive as this. It is far more probable that their 
memories have played them false. In any case they have, to 
use the polite phrase of the North Americau Indian, ‘ said the 
thing that is not.’— Yours sincerely, Harriet Law ,”

The quarterly meeting of the Leyton Branch will be held 
next Tuesday (May 3) at 8.30 in the Workman’s Hall, High- 
street, Walthamstow. This Branch is doing excellent work, 
and all Freethinkers in the district should see if they cannot 
join it. During the summer the Leyton Branch carries on 
two open-air lecture stations.

The Bethnal Green Branch have a special tea-meeting on 
8unday at 5 30, followed by a concert and dance. Tickets 
sixpence each. Tbe Branch, which is carrying on three out­
door stations, will be pleased to see the Freethinkers of the 
neighborhood at Libra Hall.

The Chatham and Rochester News devotes a column and a 
half to the proceedings in connection with opening the new 
Secular Hall at New Brompton. Pretty full reports of the 
speeches of Messrs. J. J. Taylor, G. W. Foote, and G. J. 
Holyoake are given.

Mr. Sam Standing reopened the outdoor propaganda at 
Manchester on Sunday. He had good meetings and plenty of 
opposition. He promises to improve the literature department 
of theso functions. At present Freethought papers are not 
on sale, nor are back numbers or tracts distributed. Mr. 
Standing also informs us that Mrs. Thornton Smith had good 
indoor meetings in the Secular hall.

Dr. Nicoll, editor of the British Weekly, has been addressing 
the London Baptist Social Union on the religious press.
“  Among literary circles,”  he says, “  agnosticism is supreme,”  
and jouri alists “ as a whole are alienated from the Christian 
faith.” The Methodist Times says “  We believe that every 
one competent to give an opinion will agree with Dr. Nicoll.'

A school for the study of eclectic Buddhism has been 
established in Paris under the auspices of Prof. Leon de 
Eosny.

Mr. Voysey, of the Theistic Church, has published a 
sermon on the Jewish hopo of a Messiah. He says roundly 
that “ There is not one bona-fide allusion to Jesus Christ, or 
prediction of him, in the whole of the Old Testament.”

Our lively exchange, the Ironclad Age, of Indianopolis 
(April 9). giVC8 Col. Ingersoll’s address at Walt Whitman's 
grave, and reprints Mr. Foote’s article on Devil Dodgers.

Moncure D. Conway, who attended Walt Whitman’s funeral, 
gives some jottings concerning the poet in the Open Court of 
Chicago (April 7), and points out some affinities between his 
thoughts and those of Hindu and Persian poets.

OBITUARY.
On Monday, 25th inst., in Glasgow Necropolis tho grave 

closed over the body of John Wright, formerly secrotary of 
the Glasgow Eclectic Institute, Mr. Wright passed away at 
tho mature age of 69. Death came very peacefully. Air. 
Wright's official connection with tho Eclectio Institute began 
in 1854. He was an energetic and devoted worker for the 
movement in tho days of Robert Cooper aud 0. Southwell. 
In his latter days Mr. Wright, who had manfully borne hi* 
share of the “ heat and burden,”  retired from activo service; 
but ho never ceased to feel a warm interest in the fortunes of 
local Secularism, and of the wider movement throughout the 
world.— J. P. GiLMOtra,
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r a t io n a l is m  l e n g t h e n in g  o u r  l iv e s .

( From the “  TinthseeJcerNew York.)
One  of the answers to the question, “  What has infidelity 
given us in place of Christianity ? ” is, that it has given us 
longer lives. This fact is D ot so well known as it should 
he. It has been known at all only about fifty years. The 
lew who have learned it in that period are statisticians and 
a few circles o f scientific readers. The old-time and the 
religious books that a large part of the population read do 
not mention it. The clergy, of course, will be the last to 
promulgate it. All channels of communication under 
ecclesiastical influence will be backward in transmitting it. 
Rut the spread o f scientific interests will ere long have 
diffused this glorious, this inestimable intelligence. There 
is now full recognition of it among all scientific observers 
and statisticians. When it has been made equally evident 
to the masses they will begin to realise the infinite gain of 
our substitution o f Rationalism for ecclesiasticism.

Attention was first drawn to the lengthening of our life- 
term by the managers of the government annuities in 
England. These annuities were a device o f the government 
tor raising money in times of necessity. In return for a 
lump sum paid by a private person the government made 
him a certain payment annually for a term of years This 
term of years the receiver of the annuity would calculate 
to extend to the utmost year o f his life that he could pos­
h l y  reach. Or the annuity might be stipulated to be a 
nfe one at the beginning. The government had derived 
much profit from ihese speculations. But in the first half 
pi this century it discovered itself to be losing money. An 
‘uvestigation revealed the disagreeable fact that the 
annuitants had ungratefully taken up the custom of living 
too long. There was no more profit to be made on them.

they could not be persuaded out of their new fashion, 
^hich seemed to be enjoyed by them as much as it was 
“ ^relished by the annuity officials, these latter had nothing 
t° do but go over their annuity tables and change them 
^together to meet this contingency. They found that the 
*ength o f life in 1725 as compared with that in 1825 was as 
3 to 4.

Then men turned their attention to some vital statistics 
?! Geneva, Switzerland, that had been instituted in 1551.li. _ ’It Waa found that a death-rate of 40 in the thousand before«  .  a  u c o t i i - i o i o  ' / i  t v /  i u  t u u  l u v u o a u u  u c i u i  o

 ̂ 00 had sunk before 1800 to 29 in the thousand. This 
^crease has continued, and fifty years ago the average 

Pip that, city was reckoned at 45 years.
5f)0 IS ^  years was compared with Roman statistics of 
„  B O , which made the mean life 30 years, and a gain of 
°De-half appeared.

t was found in France that while the deaths in 1781 
I8?'t ° 0,10 ‘ n 29’ >n each o f the five years preceding
be ' were one in 39. In the city of Paris they had 
t e n 'n the fourteenth century one in 16, and in the seven- 

®Bth century one in 26 ; in 1824 one in 32. 
in t t*le aHCeftainment of these good effects o f sanitation 
and pC0 Pray er< °I  medicine instead of miracle, England 
into r̂ nce redoubled their efforts. The other countries, 
Pen , 080 Ki°0,n o f ecclesiasiicism few rays of science had 
En ,t tagged behind or remained motionless. But in
j  K and and France vast benefits were immediately felt, 
of VVafl. evpn declared by Sir Edwin Chadwick, “  the father 
On08a" ltati°n,”  that there is in man a potential longevity of 
The "•n<*re<* TearH an<I death before this age is premature, 
be v "  v  rea80n lo  believe that his opinion will before long 

^nrified by experience.
leny-M11'^01̂  Btat'sticians affirm that our life-term has 
Oentuf6'10̂  n'no ^oars B'UC0 the beginning of the present 

Le ^
great , f13 D0.w 8tlrvey some of the causes of this, the 

In h ^ ° 88' ^ 0 to the race of man.
This ’ ° *"lr8t. P*aco> we have far more abundant food. 
agrjc ! 3 °htained in part through the application of 
formerly" ,chemistry- It is now better known than 
what ¡0 'v îat constituents are in certain soils, and 
and fertil C0rta'n croP8’ a,,(I what in certain manures 
referencH l80,H’ an<f these are brought together with a 
imnrmr. !i ,0  . needs of the case that gives laigely 
able to V e?u,tfl- And °f the mineral fertilisers we are 
curabl fireat quantities against almost none pro-
also oH. -n ° ^ er age« Our increased supply of food is 
like f * ',Unecf *n Part through the use of steam and other 
tDachi0^ 63’ rrAnother cause is the multitude of agricultural 

ne,‘ These, without resting or eating, do the work

of armies of laborers. W e will add as another factor in 
our ampler food supply, our wonderful means of trans­
portation. In Europe of old it often occurred that food 
was plentiful in one part while but a very short distance 
away the people were starving. At present, deficiency in 
one neighborhood or nation is promptly supplied from other 
ones. The great famines which used to destroy millions, 
and by depleting the strength of the survivors prepare 
them for the dreadful pestilences, are now unknown. The 
only exception to this at present is in the land of Russia, 
still cursed by science-hating ecclesiasticism. A statistical 
writer of Queen Elizabeth's time was pleased to be able to 
say that the deaths from starvation in London were not 
over 1 in a thousand. But at that rate the deaths in London 
at present would be 1,250 a year; while as a fact there are 
none but from suicidal mania, or refusal to ask food at the 
provided places of relief.

Another element of the prolongation of life is the inven­
tion of machinery for the manufacture o f clothing. By 
means of this the common laborer now wears more abun­
dant clothing, and makes many times more changes o f 
underwear in a year than the nobleman of old. The toil of 
a country full of spinners at their old spinning-wheels is 
now equaled by that o f a girl at one machine. By the 
plentiful outer clothing we are protected from cold, and by 
the frequent change of underwear fever-producing im­
purities are banished.

Drainage of land may be noticed next. This has been 
usually executed to enhance the agricultural value of the 
land. As it has been found to diminish the prevalence of 
fever and ague and all malarias and consump'ion, it has of 
late been instituted not unfrequently to abate disease. In 
Birmingham, England, an investigator found that despite 
many deleterious manufactories the deaths were but one 
in 40, owing to good drainage ; while iu Liverpool deficient 
drainage overbalanced many sanitary advantages so as to 
bring the deaths up to one in 31. Bay Ridge district, in 
Long Island, N .Y ., not only was changed by drainage 
from malarious swamps into excellent cornfields, but was 
so altered in salubrity that the druggists’ sales of quiniue 
fell off three-fourths, and the physicians proclaimed a 
cessation of chills and fever and all species of intermittent 
or remittent fever.

The supply of pure water to communities is to be 
reckoned next. Whether the water is conveyed from a 
pure source on the surface of the earth or drawn from a 
depth by artesian processes, its superior effect as compared 
with that of impure supplies is invariably shown in the 
diminution of diarrhcoeal and typhoid diseases.

The knowledge and practice of ventilation is not the 
least among the sanitary reforms of late years. Says one 
writer on this su b ject: “  Tne need o f pure air— air that has 
not previously been breathed by another person— is by no 
means as well understood as could be wished, but enlighten­
ment is surely making its way, and ancient evils are 
vanishing belore it. Typhus, or ship fever— a disease 
most easily and directly communicable from person to 
person— is now known, when it arises spontaneously, to be 
the fruit of rebreathed air. It formed the “ plagues" of 
the earlier centuries ; there are still spots iu L o n d o n -  
infected houses— from which typhus is never absent, and 
iu 1839 five per cent, o f the tailors o f London died of it ;  
it is to got rid of it, in large measure, that the wholesale 
demolition of Loudon “  rookeries" is at this moment going 
on. When men ceased to weave in their own unventilated 
hovels, and were gathered togwther in high, airy, light 
factory rooms, it was very s ion seen that the number of 
consumptives, hunchbacks, and bow -legged diminished—  
an unanswerable testimony to the valuo o f light and air in 
saving and prolonging lives. When it was shown that the 
annual death-rate from preventable typhus, which attacked 
persons in the vigor of life, was double that of the allied 
armies at Waterloo, England began to suspect that there 
was a commercial value to a man’s life, and enacted laws 
for its protection; indeed, public sentiment in this matter 
has become so educated that no employer would dare to 
crowd eighty workmen into a space where the “ cubic feet 
of air ”  to each was less than one hundred feet—less than 
one-tenth of that required for healthful breathing. The 
reduction of the deaths of children in v single hospital, by 
having it well ventilated, from 2.944 out of a total of 7,650 
down to 279, convinced the most Btohd conservative ihat 
“  there was something in it." It seems to an intelligent 
person of to-day as if everybody, everywhere, and all the
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time had understood the importance of pure air; but when 
it is remembered that the constitution of the atmosphere 
has been known only a little more than a hundred years, 
and the vital relations of oxygen to the human blood for a 
much shorter period, it will be seen that the idea is wide of 
the fact.”

(To le concluded.)

THE COMMON GOOD.
BY SUSAN H. W1XON.

W hile others sing in highest praise 
Of rare and costly gems,

And tune their harps to graceful lays 
Of sparkling diadems;

I turn in contemplation, free 
From care or busy strife,

And chant the glory that I see 
In common things of life.

I Jay my head upon thy breast,
0  earth, so sweet and fair;

Thy pulsing breath gives joy and zest, 
With which naught earn compare ;

Thou yieldeth strength and all good gifts, 
With beauty thou art rife ;

Thy royal grace for ayo uplifts 
The common things of life.

The air I breathe is mine and thine,
And millions share the same ;

What boundless love to thus entwine 
All hearts within one name 1 

No rich, no poor, no robber bold,
No peer of lofty birth,

More than he needs can take or hold 
•Of common air of earth.

I drink the water from the spring—
No nectar like to this 

Ere touched the lips of crowned kings 
With pure and honeyed kiss.

The rippling stream runs full and free, 
From vale and mountain w all;

Buns round the wall from sea to sea,
A common gift for all.

The glorious sun gilds cottage low,
The same as lofty tower,

Gives joyous life and healthful glow 
Alike to man and flower. *

All lavishly, exquisite grace 
Adorns the fields above ;

For thee and me the star-gemmed space 
Is bright with hope and love.

And thus the things wo daily use,
By all who live, possessed,

Are those wo did not seek or choose,
Yet are to us the best.

Like loving hearts they palpitate 
With truth and honest worth ;

They make for all a high estate—
These common thiogs of earth.

— TrutTitceker.

E. Stredder hag in Notes and Queries of April 1G an 
interesting article on Hot Cross Buns, which he traces to the 
worship of the moon, queen of heaven, to whom an altar 
wag erected by the Bomans in Britain under the title of Diana 
of the Crossways.

Alfred W. Benn, reviewing several recent works in the Old 
Testamentinthe Academy, says : ‘ Thecritical position remains 
unshaken: that the religion of Israel at its best was an in­
spiration of the prophets, working no doubt on older traditions, 
but giving the faith of their people a spirituality which neither 
It nor any other faith had ever possessed before.”

It is stated by the well-known 8haker, F. W. Evans, of 
Mount Lebanon, N.Y., who has been investigating the subject, 
that of the fifty-six signers of the declaration of American 
Independence, all were infidels except sir. No wonder the 
treaty-making power of the Government declared : “  The 
government of the United States of America is not, in any 
tense, founded on the Christian religion.”

B R A D L A U G II  M E M O R IA L  F U N D .

TO THE S U B SC R IB E R S.
L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,—

This Fund was originated, as you will 
remember, by the Executive of the National Secular 
Society, whoso officers and members collected it, and 
under whose control it was always intended to 
remain.

In view of the present situation of affairs, which 
we assume to be more or less familiar to all of you, 
since it has been sufficiently discussed in the Free- 
thought journals, the above Executive has passed the 
following resolution :—

“  The Executive of the National Secular Society, consider­
ing that a number of subscribers to the Bradlaugh Memorial 
Fund are anxious that their subscriptions should not bo 
indefinitely locked up, resolves that the said subscribers shall 
be allowed to decide for themselves, and as far as possible 
individually, whether their subscriptions shall be invested by 
the N. S. S. in the National Secular flail Society, or held over 
by the N. S. S. until tho Bradlaugh Memorial Hall Company 
puts forward a practical proposal for carrying out its object; 
aud this Executive further resolves to leave tho Trustees of 
the Bradlaugh Memorial Fund to ascertain aud give effect to 
tho wishes of the subscribers.”

W e therefore, being the three trustees in whoso 
joint names the Fund is banked, now invite you to 
tell us how wo are to deal with your subscriptions. 
Our addresses are subjoined, and a letter to either of 
us will suffice. The earlier we receive your directions 
the better, as wo are anxious to relieve ourselves of 
this responsibility before the date of the National 
Secular Society’s Conference.

According to the terms of the above resolution, the 
total amount of subscriptions intended for the Hall 
of Science scheme will be immediately invested in 
shares in the National Secular Hall Society (Limited), 
the shares being held by the National Secular Society, 
either directly or through trustees. Subscriptions as 
to which wo receive no instructions will be dealt 
with by tho Executive. The remainder of the Fund 
will continue ou deposit at the Birkbeck Bank.

P.S.— Please say plainly : “ I wish my subscription 
to go to the Hall o f Science Scheme.”  Or,

“ I wish my subscription to he still held over on 
the terms o f the resolution.”

G. W. Foote, I t  Olerkenwell Green, E.O.
Geo. A ndebson, 85a Great George-street, S.W.
W. H, Beynolds, Oamplin House, New Cross, S.B-

NEW TESTAMENT DEVILS.

The Jewish doctrine of possession at no tirao in its Ion? 
course exercised a direct influence on tho opinion of the 
civilised world comparable to that produced by the mention 
of demoniacal possession in the New Testamont. It is needles1 
to quote here even a selection from the familiar passages of 
the gospel and Acts, which display the manner in which 
certain described symptoms were currently accounted for >fl 
public opinion. Itegarding these documents from an ethno­
graphic point of view, it need only be said that thoy prove, 
incidentally but absolutely, that Jews and Christians at that 
time held the doctrine which had prevailed for ages before, 
and c ntinued to prevail for ages after, referring to possession 
and obsession by spirits— the symptoms of mania, epilep9/ '  
dumbness, delirious and oracular utterance, and other morbid 
conditions mental and bodily. (Matt. it. 32, xi. 18, xii. 
xvii. 15 ; Mark i. 23, ix. 17 ; Luke iv. 33-39, vii. 33, viii. ' 
ix. 39, xiii. 11 ; John x. 2 0 ; Acls xvi. 10, xix, 13, offid 
Modern missionary works, such as have been cited here, 
the most striking evidence of the correspondence of the8® 
demoniac symptoms with such as may still be observ® 
among uncivilised races. During the early centuries ® 
Christianity demoniacal possession indeed becomes peculia r 
conspicuous, perhaps not from unusual prevalence of ‘   ̂
ammistic theory of disease, but simply because a period 
intense religious excitement brought it more than u*uS , 
into requisition.— Dr. E .B , Tylor, “  Ri i mi live Culture," 
ii., pp. 138-139 ; 1891.
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B O O K  C H A T .

_We notice that Mr. W. P. Ball’s work in the Nature 
Science Series, Are the Effects o f  Use and Disuse Inherited ? 
has been reprinted in America, where it forms No. 1-tl of the 
Humboldt Library.

Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner and Oo. will publish 
immediately a little volume by Mr. G. Laurence Gomme. 
president of the Folklore Society, entitled Ethnology in 
Folklore.

* *
Mr. Isaac Zangwill, author of The Bow Mystery, is about 

fo issue a new novel dealing with Russian Jewish Life in 
London.

*  *  *

Mr. J. J. Morse, of 80 Needham-road, Liverpool, sends us 
a small twopenny book of Poems on “  Palm Groves ”  and 
“ Modern Idolatry,”  by Dr. Wm. Sharpe, who has already 
published several volumes. The verses are in the unrhymed 
metre of “  Hiawatha.”  The author denounces conventional 
church-going Christianity as “  Greatest of the great delusions.”  

• * *
From the Oriental Publishing Co., Philadelphia, we have 

received a little book of verse by Dr. J. H. Mendenhall, 
entitled Christianity a Fiction. The sub-title, “  The Astro­
nomical and Astrological Origin of all Religions,”  explains 
the purport of the booklet. The verses aro said to be the 
result of inspiration, but this may perhaps be interpreted to 
rnean that the author found the writing of doggrell eisy. 
. 9 or his inspirer find the origin of most of the Bible myths 
ln *un worship. The following explanation of ¡the Abraham 
a°d Isaac legend will give an idea of the contents :
Now Abraham is Father Time, as Brahma was of old,
And Isaac is the Pagan god— the Sun— as you’ve boon told.

<1 Father Time conveyed tho Sun to Hebron upon high—
J|8 V0rnal equinox, just as tho Bam of March passed by: 
vl!l®n the ecliptic and tho sun with the equator brought 
"'thin tho viow a cloudlet bush wherein tho Ram was caught.
?T° w'th the more evident sun-hero Samson, the Jewish 
Herakles :
N'nv, Samson is a Hebrew word, and, understood aright, 
. . “notes the Sun in bright array— in other words, tho Light. 
j 8 m tho Sun personified—his strength in overy curl— 
t® represents a love-sick youth, tho slavo of somo fair g ir l; 

j  nd lo I ag )10 wag on i,jg way to Timnath, meaning height,
» 0 ,°w tho Lion of the sky, absorbed then in his light.
. Ini8uty man of strength, ho then engaged tho Philistines,

'oilier name for winter's months, and other evil signs.
080 interested in mythological astronomy will like to look 

P the book. The author follows Dupuis in applying this 
. leory to Christ, tho twelvo apostles, and the wonders of the 
■Apocalypse.

Having noticed a pamphlet by a daughter of Sir Howland 
’ asserting her father’s claim to the invention of the 
esive postage stamp, wo have been sent a pamphlet by 

Cl VCk ^ha'mers, urging the claims of his father, James 
The pamphlet is published by E. Wilson and Co.,

v„,,a . change, aud those interested will do well to read 
°oth sides. * ‘

j, r< k. F. 8. Maberley, of Dublin, has published a 
Irel^  ' . ° n Ilitualisric Confessional in the Church o f  
f ' n<l< In wh>ch he prints some very unsavory questions 
Sheri*1 W°rk en,'tled The Practical Christian, by the Rev. R. 
ha n't ° , which he says is put by Ritualistic priests into the 
Maborl 7̂0men as a guide to the confessional, Mr.
Dul?-r 8 0 nt these extracts to the Archbishop of
Publish r h° counse'lcd that the extracts should not be
in» .* , as circulation must bo attended by demoralis- 
uk results.

I f  t *  *  •
street' i°m Armsden publishes through Reeves, 185 Fleet- 
Fhepr ’eŝ i 8 vo ûmo entitled Value and a pamphlet on Trade
Writin»«,0nf' beyond our province to criticise such
the benefit f ^  ’ n th° Freethinker. Suffice it to say, for 
that Mr A °  r,ea,,l: rs w*î° aro ’ ntcrested in such problems, 
ceptiong' a rai9(|en au independent thinker with clear per- 
ôrcible stvl^°0< .FT*8? ^'8 auh>jects, and a perspicuous and

and the old P r  .U ,8tandPoint is midway between Socialism 
their antagonism1Ca Ec0n0m7' and he 0<Tür8 a solution of

a Stories Comically Illustrated is the title of
which reaches us from the office of our excellent

contemporary, the Truthseeher, of New York. The illustra­
tions are by Watson Heston, whose fancy is superior to his 
technique. Some of them are really very amusing. They are 
enough to sap the reverence of the longest-faced Christian. 
We are not told who wrote the letterpress, but it is very well 
done. Altogether it is a nicely got-up book, and one well 
calculated to impair the sanctity of the great Protestant fetish 
— the pretended Word of God.

N A T IO N A L  SE C U L A R  SO C IE TY .
President, Q. IF. F O O IE .

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.
Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason 
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
interference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears ; it 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore 
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
thought, action and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
as superstitious and by experience as mischievous, and assails 
it as the historic enemy of progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 
material well-being ; and to realise the self-government of 
the people.

MEMBERSHIP.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the following 

declaration :—
“  I desire to join tho National Secular Society, and I pledge 

myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in promoting 
its objects.”

Name ...........................................................................................
Address ....................................................................... ........... ..

Occupation .....................................................................
Active or Passive................ ................................ .......
Bated this....................... day of.................... 18

This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
with a subscription; and, on admission of the member, a 
certificate will be issued by the Executive.

Tho minimum subscription for individual members is one 
shilling per year; all beyond that amount is optional, every 
member being left to fix his subscription according to his 
moans and interest in the cause.

Members are classed as active or passive. Passive members 
are those who cannot allow their names to be published. 
Active members are those who do not object to the publica­
tion of their names, and are ready to co-operate openly in 
the Society’s work.
6W Fill up the above form  and forw ard it, with sub- 
scription (as much, or as little, as you think just to 
yourself and the cause), to Mr. Stanley Jones, sec., 28 
Stonecutter Street, London, E.C .; or to a local Branch 
Secretary.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .
Once, ns old John Day, the jockey trainer, was creasing New­

market Heath, he heard a man preaching, so he stopped and 
listened. “  There,”  said the preacher, “  stands John Day, 
one of the greatest of jockeys. We do not run in the earthly 
race, but in the great race for the cup of Salvation 1”  “ Yes,”  
roared old John, "  and I’ll bet you ten to ono you don’ t get 
a p ’ ace 1”

A CERTAIN YO0NO MAID.
One eye is open wide 

Whene’er she bends in prayer, 
So she can see on every side 

What other people wear.

A bird,
A man,

A  loaded gun ;
No bird.
Dead man.

“  Thy will be done.”
At a prayer meeting one brother prayed that the Lord 

would “  carry the lambs in his boiom and lead them on to 
great victories.”  Another that “  the wheels of the gospel 
chariot should go to the hearts of sinners.’ Still another 
asked the Lord to be " a  father to the fatherless and a widow 
to the widowless.”
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S U N D A Y  M E E TIN G S.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice," if  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Ball’s Pond Secular FTaIl, 36 Newington Green-road: 7, Mrs. 

Louisa Samson, “ Prayer” ; preceded by music.
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park 8tation): 7.45, 

H. 8ne!l, “ Is the Bible the Inspired Word of God ?” ; preceded by 
dramatic recital (3d. and 6d.) Tuesday at8, social gathering (Id.; 
Wednesday at 8, dramatic class.

Bethnal Green — Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Eoman-road:
5.30. public tea (-’d.); 7.30, free concert and dance.

Camberwell— 61 New Church.road, H.E.: 4, debating class, 
Elocution; 7.30, J. 1 ! .Robertson, “ The Beligion of Shakespeare.”  

Hall of 8cience, 142 01d.street, E.l).: 11.15, Chares Watts, 
“ The Battle between Capital and Labor” (free); 6.45, mu-d'; 
7.15, i harles Watts, “ Free Will and Mans Responsibility” 
(3d., 6d., and Is.) Thursday, at 7.30, Charles Watts, “ secularists: 
what they Teach and why it is Taught— an Address to the 
Rev. Z B. Woffendale and the Christian Evidence Society.” 

Lambeth —  Mr. Roger’s, 114 Kennington-road: 11, annual 
meeting.

Milton Hall, Hawley-crescent, Kentish Town-road. N .W .: 3.30, 
debating class; 7, orchestral band; 7.30,Touzeau Parris, “ Theism, 
Atheism, Pantheism.”

Hammersmith—  >ammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday, 
at 8, if. Rowney, “ The Exodus from Egypt.”

Walthamstow— Workman’s Hall, High-street: Thursday, at 8, 
C. Cohen, “ Christianity and Civilisation ’ (free).

West Ham— Secular Hall, 12) Broadway, Plaistow: 11, mem­
bers’ general meeting; 7, T. Thurlow “ God, Man, and the Devil.” 

Woolwich— “ Sussex arms,” Assembly Room, 60 Plumstead- 
road (entrance, Maxey-road): 7.30, J. Rowney, “ Holy Moses at.d 
Company.”

OrxN-AiR Propaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, C. J. Hunt, “ The Bible God.” 
Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church;: 11.15, C. Cohen 

will lecture.
Camberwell— Station-road: 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The Trial of 

Christianity ”
Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ The Creation"; 

members’ meeting after toe lecture.
Columbia-road (near Columbia Market), Hackney.road : 11.15 

S. H. Alison, “ All about the Devil.” »
Hainmersmith-bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, F. naslam will 

lecture. .
Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, F. Haslam will lecture. 
Kilburn Salisbury-road (near Queen’s Park Station): 6 30, 

J. Fagan will lecture.
Kingsland Green (near Ball’s Pond-road): 11.30, E. Calvert, 

“ History of the New Testament Canon.”
Leyton— High-road (corner of Vicarage-road): 11.30, J. W . 

Marshall, “ God : a Personification ”
Midland Arches (nea Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, J. Fagan, 

“ Is there a Go-» ?”
Mile End Waste: 11.30, W. neaford, “ Ohristand his Teachings ’ 
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, "Gospel Tales ” ’
Regent’s Pirk (near Gloucester-gate): 3.3U, C. J. Hu t, “ S cu- 

larism and Christianity.”
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, H. Snell will lecture; 

8.15. W. Heaford, “ Why we Attack Christianity.”
Walthamstow — Markhouse Common: 6.30, Stanley Jones, 

“ God, Man, and Nature.”
Wood Green—Jolly Butchers-liill: 11.30, Lucretius Keen, “ What 

has Christianity done ?”
COUNTRY.

Birmingham— Baskerville Hall, Orescent, Cam bridge-street: 7, 
Mrs. Charles Watts, “ An Hour with the Poets and Dramatists.” 

Blackburn— Spinners’ Institute, Peter-street: 3, business meet- 
Ing; 7, discussion.

Bristol — Shepherd’s Ilall, Old Market-street: 6.30, business 
m. eting ; 7, Mr. Thatcher, “ Matter.”

Chatham— Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, NewBrompton: 11, J.J. 
Taylor, “ What is Secularism?” ; 7, Dr. T. K. Alliuson, “ Our 
Health, and how to Keep i t ” (6d., members 3d.)

Derby— 20 Newl ind-street: 7, G. Harper, “ Lord Brougham.” 
Glasgow— Ex-Mission Hall, lit) Brunswick-street: G. W . Foote,

11.30, “ Is Christianity the Friend i f  the People?” ; 2.30 “ Man- 
ning, Spurgeon, and UradUuirh” ; 6.30, “ A f er Death—W hat?”

Hanley—Secular H 11, John-street: 7.3o, James Hooper, “ Did 
Christ Rise from the Dead t"  (free); at 5, knife and fork tea (Is ).

Houghton.!e-8prings— Mineis’ Hall, Robinson-etreet: Miss Ada 
Campbe 1 11 ,“ Sundav in the Light < f Reason ’’ i 3, “ Heredity ” ;
6.30, “ Truth and Christianity.” Admi-sion, Id. and 3d.

Hull—Cobden Hall, 6 Story.street, Albion-street: 6.30, special
meeting of members, important business.

Leeds—Cramp on Hotel, Briggate: 7, members’ meeting, and 
lecture by Mr. Bartley, “ Man v. God.”

Liverpool—Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street : Mr. Small, B.Sc.,
3 (philosophy class), “ Bain’s Hind and Body, chaps, iv. and v.” ;
7, “ From Christianity to Atheism.’

Mane.hestei N 8. «., Secular Hall, Rusholme.rosd, Oxfnrd.rniul. 
All Saints': 6 30, Sam Standring, “ May Day: its Origin and 
History” (free). Monday, at 8, Sam Standring, "T h e  Jews as 
Christian Evidence — From Moses to nabylon” free).

Newcastle- po-Tyne—Loraine H ill St Mmy's-plscei G J. Hunt, 
11, «The Phil'Sophy f Secularism” ; 3, ••Coristianity and 
Beience” ; 7, “  Life and Death.” A<lmivsion, 3d., 6d., and Is.

Plyn iuth— luu Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, WeUinglou-street, Southsea:

7, Mr. Piuhorne,

Sheffield Hal) of Science Rockingham.-street: Harry Smith, 
3, “ Education and Morality— Reli ion and Crime” ; 7, “ The 
Dangers of Religious Faith ” ; tea at 5.

South 8hields— Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street: 
7, business meeting.

8underlatid— Bridge End Vau'ts, Bridge-street: 7, R. Weight- 
man, “ Christianity and Secularism.”

Open-air Propaganda.
Hanley — Market-square: 11 James Hooper, “ Is the Bible 

True ?”
Hull—Corporation Field : 2.30, a meeting.
Manchester (corner of Denmark-road and Oxford-road): Sam 

Standring, 11, “ God’s Hard Labor” ; 3, “ Christ and the Labor 
Question.”

Sunderland : Monday, at 7, C. J. Hunt, “ Christ’s Teachings.”

P O S IT IV IS M .
“ Reorganisation, without 6  4  or King, by the Systematic 

Worshipof Humanitv.” Neac istle-on-Tyne. Church f Humanity, 
St. Mary’s-place. Service and addresses on Positivism every 
Sunday evening at seven. All seats free.

L E C T U R E R S ' EN G AGEM EN TS.
T ouzeau Parris, 28 Rivercourt-rnad, Hammersmith, London, 

W. —May 1 and 29, Milton Hall. June 5, Hall of Science.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich. — May 1, m., Victoria Park; 
e., Batt rsea; 8, m., Wood Green; e., Swaby’s Coffee Palace; 15, 
m., Battersea.; a., Finsbury Park ; 22. m. and e., Camberwell; 
29, m., Salmon and Ball; a., Regent’s Park. June 5, e., Camber­
well; 12, m., Wood Green; a , Finsbury Park; 19, in., Battersea; 
a., Kilburn ; 26, m , Camberwell.

O. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W .— 
April 17 to May 1, Annual Tour. May to Sept., all mornings 
booked.

A rthur B. ‘doss, 44 Oreiloii-rnad, Rotherhithe, London S.E- 
— May 1, m., Camberwell; 8 Clerkemvell; 15, m., Westminster; 
22, m., Mile End. June 5, m., Camberwell; 12, Clerkenwell; 19, 
m., Hornsey. July 3, m., Camberwell; lo, Clerkenwell; 17, m., 
Westminster.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, tlominercial-road, E.— May 1, 
m., B tlinal Green; a., Finsbury Park ; e„ Edmonton ; 5, Waltham­
stow; 8, in. and h , Victoria Park; e., Edmonton; 12, Waltham­
stow; 15, in, Mile End Waste; a., Regent's Park; e., Edmonton; 
19, Walthamstow; 22, m , Lambeth; a., Victoria Park; e., 
Walthamstow; 26, Walthamstow; 29, m., Clerkenwell Green; a., 
Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton. June 5, m., Bethnal Green ; e., 
Edmonton; 12, m. and a., Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton ; 19, m., 
Mile End; a., Regent’s Park ; e., Edmonton; 26, m., Batterseai 
a., Victoria Park; e., Walthamstow.

Hasi Standrino , 2 Morton-st.reet, C.-on-M., Manchester. — 
May 1 anil 2, Manchester; 5, Pendlebury; 8, Nottingham; 9, 
Manchester; 15, Failsworth; 16, Manchester.

C. J. Steinbkro, 103 Mile End-road, E.—  May 8, m., Columbifl- 
road ; 15, in. and e., Plaistow; 21, in., Bethnal Green. June 5, 
in. Victoria Park : 12, n i, Columbia-road ; 19 in., Battprsea. 
July 3, m., Victoria Park ; 10, m., Columbia-road ; 17, m., Batter­
sea; 24, in., Bethnal Green; 31, a., Finsbury Park.

8. H. A lison, 52 Chant.-treet, Stratford, E .—May 1, m., Hack­
ney; 8,m ., Hethnal Green; 22, m., Victoria Park. Juno and 
July, all mornings booked.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. May 1, in., 
Clerkenwell Green; e., Walthamstow; 8, Newcastle; 9, South 
Shields; 10, North Shields; 15, e., Battersea; 22, in., Old Pimlico 
Pier; 29, m., Wood Green. June 5, Conference; 12, m., King*- 
land Qreen; 19, e., Battersea July 17, m, Kingsland Green. 
Aug. 7, e.( Hammersmith ; 28, m., Lambeth.

NOW READY.
NEW SPRING and SUMMER PATTERNS in SUITINGS, 

TROUSERINGS, and LADIES’ DRESS MATERIALS.
All ut a Reasonable Price, Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Patterns post free. A ny lenyth cut. T  erms Cash.

SPECIA L LINES.
Plain Black OaBhmoros, Is. 4d., 1«. 8d., and 2s. per yard;

inches wide.
Plain Black or Navy Sorgo, for dresses, Is. 4d. per yd .; ■Gin- 

wide.
Very Pretty Black Figured All-wool Cloth, for Ladies’ Cap«8» 

3s. 3d. per y d .; 50in. wide.
Umbrellas—Gents’ 7s., Ladies’ 0s, Od.; warranted for twclvfl 

months.
Black Worsted Coat and Vest, with any colored stripod °r

checked Trousers, 20s. tlio lot.
Fancy Tweed Suit Lengths, 12s. each.
Fancy Curl Cheviot All-wool Dress Lengths (Groy, Fawn, 0 

Brown Mixtures), 8s. Oil. ouch ; worth more than double-
I  pay carriage hath way*, and return 10 per cent, in addition to money Pal 

fo r  every lot that does not ¡/ire satisfaction, but cannot send patterns.

J. W. G O TT, 36 VILLIERS ST., BRADFORD-
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LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, N E W  CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike o f a Sex ; or, Woman on Strike against the Male 
Sex for her “ Magna Chaiter,” the absolute ownership of her 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published: 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the saxes. Should be read by every person. Post tree 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Besant. 
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Y oung; or, Science in Story. 
By Dr. Foote. 25upp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post free 
2s 3d.

The Elements o f Social Science. The most complete work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, S '4 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Science; or Borning Better 
Baurs throu h Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con-

_ ceptaon. Hy Dr. Foote. Post,free Is Id.
Over-Population ; a Lecture delivered for the Sunday Lecture 

8 cieiy, under the title “ The Law of Popula ion : its Mean- 
_ing and Menace.” By John M. Robertson. Post free 2Jd.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (tr.s.A.) em­
bracing medical common sense. 9o9pp., with 200 illustrations. 
Contents : The Cause. Prevention ana Cure of Disease—The Food we 

Eat—ihe Liquids we Drink—The Atmosphere we Live in— The Clothes w: 
tVear—Bad Habits of children and Youth—Bad Habits of Manhood and 
of Womanhood—Sexual ¡Starvation—How to have Healthy Babies—Private 
Words to Men—History of Marriage, etc.

Thu hook is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
No parent, should he without this book. Useful for every, 
day reference. Post free 6s.

Br, Foote’s Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 
the utmost importance to all who wi h to enjoy life. 128pp., 
post free Is. Id.

The W ife’s Handbook : How a Woman should order herself 
during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery ; 
w th Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
maters of importance necess ry to be known by Married 
Women. By Dr. H A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 
tile Social Problem. Hi Oxomensis. Post fiee 2Jd.

The Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Lue-day, 
January 15, 1889, by William L .nt Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d, 
The Life and W ritings of T. R. Malthus, by C. R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
rpad by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post free 2d.
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed 

» hy Malthusians. Post free 2d.
•Married L ife—Comfort or Misery ? A dialogue and splendid

propagandist tract. Should be w.dely distributed by Mai. 
tnusians Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should be. By Mary Sowden.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

•What do we Women W ant? By Jano Hume Clapperton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it? By Geo. Stand­
ring. Rost free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Post
fi ee 2d.

The R ight to Die. By T. 0. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By 0. Bradlatigh, M P. Post free lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll's Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of ihe Christian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Scientific
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crueado against Poverty. The 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd. 

Malthusian Leaflets— A packet will be sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A complete List of Mali bus an Appliance*, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamps i directed envelope.

To those willing to assist our propaganda I  shall be pleased to 
sr.nl eighty copies of cither of the pamphlets marked ( * ; ,  or assorted, 
post free on receipt of is .

W . J. Rendell’s 
^  “ WIFE'S FRIEND.”
U_^0®llnOTided by Mrs. Bo*ant in "Law  of Popula. 
bnUi ,,PaKb *nn Dr. Allbutt in “  Wife’s Hann- 
well ’ paS® Made solely by J Puj.lkn, 15 Chad • 

re*t, Olerkenwcll: 2». u»»*.. po»t free (reel uctioii 
•n For particular» »end »tampe< !

HlgglnuonV Syringe with Vertical and 
pnjf Current, 3b. 6d. 4». 6d. and .*>b. 8d. Dr 
Dr 1 *111/  Fowdnr, Is. 2d Quinine Compound, 1». 2d. 
P°*t free 11 * n*ne P°W(ier8* 3b* do*. All pricer

I* nr W. J. Rendell
5 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwcll, E.C.

x___  Near the “  Angel.”

N ew  Pamphlets by  Col. Ingebsoll.

1. Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paine.
2. True Religion.
3. The Threo Philanthropists.
4. An Oration on W alt Whitman.

Price Twopence each.

WAS C HRIST  CRUCIFIED?
An Essay by A ustin Bierbowkb (Member 

of the Chicago Bar).
P R IC E  ONE PEN NY.

O n -  0 U R
S J C IA L  ILLUSTRATED LISTl
Lou 'i'0 .*’® in **ie bands of eveiy Married 
tlie **ie (?dom, wishing to reguInU 
thei'* ^ b e r  of tlieir family according t- 
°f all “I?*“ ' 1 as contains full particular, 
by ri. reventive Regubites recommended 
■Valu [•. **• A. A lluutt and i thers j  and 
»nee"0 6 '"formation on m atter-of import. 
\yr0,nell®oeS8ary to be known hy Married

« « W . , ent> under cover,on receipt 
and . ' ‘ b j^ an y  partof the United Kb gdom, 
Postag” iore*Kn parts on receipt of letter

A(idress E LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L., 
fin a ., (uouisno & nroiKNic ntrr.)
____.__Cns R°ud, Dalston, London, N.E.;

^  SOCIALISM SOUND ?
allm IieP»rt of Pour Night»' Debate 

between
ANNIE BESANT

ANI)
Q. W. FO O TE.

■ 0NE SHILLING. 
Pmor M'iton, in Cloth, Two Shilling*,

^  requiring ttnil (»Milit-iireit,Ërice» Finît g» 1 OT Cut Gttiniemi »t mo- « lau
• Ham,to, ' BW® «id Fl« Guaranteed.-  

Three door»’ 14 Ureat Cio-tlo ■ tr«ei, w
leading FrBittdak«i. j K*Ut L1'* lrunii,ed by

FRESH SUPPLY.

FREETHINKER" TRACTS
6dper hundred. Post free 7d.

One Thousand Carr iage Free.
1. Salvation by Faith (Ingorsoll)
2. Death of Adam (NcIhou)
3. Bible Blunders (Foote)
4. Bible and Teetotalism (Wheeler)
5. Bible Harmony (Holy Ghost)
0. Which is the Safe Side? (Foote)
7. Voltaire’s Death-Bed
8. The Parson's Creed (verso)
9. Prophecy Tested (Ball)

10. Christianity & the Family (Ingersoll
11. Thomas Paine’s Death-Bed
12. Shelley's Religion
13. J.'S. Mill on Christianity
14. A Golden Opportunity (facetious)
15. Darwin’s Religious Views 
10. Atheists and Atheism
17. Good Friday at Jerusalem
18. Parsons on “  Sm ut” (Footo)
19. Mrs. Eve (Footo)
20. New Testament Forgeries (Wlieelor)

The Impossible Creed.
An Up«n letter 10 Ike 

BISIIOP OF PE KIOJOHOUH.
_ .  „  By o. w. room .rrloe Twopenoe. Prioe Twopenoe.

WORKS BY CHARLES W A T T S .
B ible  Morality : Its Teachings shown to be 

Contradictory and Defective as an 
Ethical C ide.

A mass of mo,t damaging fact», compiled in a 
graphic ard interesting style. Admirably »cited for 
wide circulation. Just out. Third and revised 
edition, price Sd.
Secularism : D estructive and Constructive. 

24 pp., 31.
T iie T eachings o r  Secularism Compared 

with Orthodox Christianity 96pp., Is. 
S ecularism : Is it F ounded on R eason, and 

is it Kufllcient to Meet the Needs of 
Mankind ?

Debate bf tween tho Editor of the Halifax “  Evening 
Mali ”  and Churle» Write. With Pref.rory Latter» by 
George Jacob lloljoako and Colonel Ingersoll aad an 
Introduction by Helen H. Gardner. CO pp., 1«,
T he Superstition or tiie C hristian 8u n d a t : 

A 1‘ leafor Liberty and Justice. 24pp., 3d. 
Involution and  S pecial C reation . 24pp., 3d. 
T he G lory oe U nbelief. Netv Kdition, 

Revised and Enlarged. 24 pp., 3d. 
T heological P resum ption , An Open Letter . 

to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. S.

In this latter the following subjects are dealt with 
—1. Why do tt e Clergy Avoid Debate? 1. The Posi­
tion of Agnosdcism Towards Cfciictlanity. 3 . Free- 
thought and Men of Science. 4. The Diff-rer-ce 
oetween Facts and Opinion«, ft. Christ and lieroiain.
6 CbrtslUnitt and Slavery 1C pp., 2d
Saints and Sinners— W hich ? 24 pp., 3d. 
Christianity : its Origin, Nature, and 

Influence. 32 pp., 4d.
Science and the B ib l e : Wherein they 

Differ. 32 pp., 4d.
N ature and the Supernatural j o r , Beliuf 

and Knowledge. 24 pp., 3d.
London j

Watts and Co., 17 Johrson's-court, Fleet-street, E.O.
U. Forder, 38 Stonecntler.street, E.O.

MR. FOOTE’S PORTRAIT
By AAIEY.

Cabinet Size. One Shilling,
l ’oat free, ca-efully packed, la. Id.

.¿IPERIAL 8IZB. VERY FINH,
t h r e e  s h i l l i n g s .

Poet fret, St, id.
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SCOTCH TWEEDS, ALL WOOL.
Latest Designs. Best Qualities. Newest Colorings.

H aving just bought from one of the Yery Best Scotch Tweed Manufacturers all their 
Remnants of the Present Season’s Patterns (all Perfect), consisisting of 1,200 yds., 
28 inches wide, I  offer the various lengths at the following prices :—

S.
yards...3

r
3*

3*
4

.2
...2 
...2 
...2 10 
...2 10 
...3 0

d.
0 per yard

10 „  „
9 „  „
9 „  „

s. d.
yards...3 

U  „  ...3
4 f 
5

54 
5|

0 per Tard
0 „  „

...2 11 

...2 11 

...2 11 

...2 11 

...2 11

6 i
6*
CJ
7

7*

s.
yards...3 

„  ...3
...3 
...3 
...3 
...3 
...3

d.
0 per yard 
0 „  „
0 „  „
0 „  „  
o  „  „  
o „  „
0 „  „

Go where you will, you cannot get goods that are more fashionable or better in quality in Scotch Tweeds 
than these. The prices arc from Is. to Is. 6d. per yard less than the prices for my regular goods.

I f  you want a Splendid Bargain go to a Tailor at once, and get to know the length you require for the 
garments you wish to have made. Send me a stamped addressed envelope, with particulars of color and design 
you would like, and I will gladly send a variety of three patterns to choose from in any of the above lengths. 
The odd lengths will make Boys’ Suits.

A L L  GOO D S C A R R IA G E  P A ID . SA T IS F A C T IO N  G U A R A N T E E D .

Readers, Please Show this Advt. to your Friends.
BY SO DOING YOU RENDER A SERVICE TO BOTH THEM AND MYSELF.

I  take this opportunity of thanking the many readers of this Journal who have favored mo with orders, and 
1 trust that all the Goods supplied by me have given Perfect Satisfaction. I f  there are any cases where goods 
have not given satisfaction, I shall be pleased to give compensation for any loss if customers will furnish me 
with particulars.

J. W. GOTT, BRADFORD.
HENRY A. ROGERS,

GENERAL ITOUSE FURNISHER, 
Glass, China and Earthenware Dealer, 

4 5 a  FOLEY STR E E T
A N D

138 WESTMINSTER RD., Liverpool.
Stocks Purchased, for Cash to any amount.

200 WRINGING MACHINES
To be Sold Cheap. All Prices.

We recommend our “  Standard ”  Machine, noted 
for strength of frame, ihickness and durability of 
roller«. The beat machine in the markot. Holler« 
24in bv Gin. Lignum Vitcc (bottom). Keduced to 
£2 IV«. fi<l, Usually «old at £3 12s. 6d.

SPECIAL OF FEB to BEAD BUS of this Paper.— 
I will rend one Carriage Free to any addrfns in the 
United Kingdom

SPECIAL OFFER to N. S. S. Branch flecretarie* 
and Treasurers. -I -will allow to Branch Secretariat» 
and Treasurer«, or to any two persons whom they 
may nominate, a discount of 7s. Gd. off one machine 
each. I will also allow a discount of 5s. to all whom 
they may certify as widows or persons in poor cir­
cumstances.

M U SIC  ST O O L S, 8s. 1 Id., 104. 6d .an d  13s. 6d. 
C arriage free. Less than  w holesale prices. 

Please send P.O.O., with correct name and address.

C E R T A I N '  3 A T I 8 F A O T I O N .  
NUMEROUS TESTIMONIALS.

Mr. Chas. Doeg, Sec. Liverpool Branch N. 8. 8., £» 
Cromwell-terrace. Garden-lane, Liverpool, will be 
pleaded to answer any inquiries as to the bona fide« 
of the above advertitement.

THE

FA M ILY LIM IT
Is. 8d. per dor., post free.

For farther Particular« eend tumped dlrecte-
IT.lop.tO

A, MOSS, 38 Upper Park Street,
IfiLINOTON, LONDON. N.

1000 INVOICES or Memo Forms, 8 by 6 ins. 
w w good ruled paper, nicely printed, sen 

carriage paid for 5». 6i. Oath with order. Businesf 
Cards 6«. per lOoO. K. Sunderland. Printer. Ham 
merton.street. Bradford. Trade Society House.

“ F IF T Y  PROOFS
»  Perfect Being." A new tract f jr  propaganda 
work, ed por loo, poet free 7d., of ft. Forder, 
Btouetrotter-atreet, K.C.

EVERY MAM HIS 0W;i  D 3C T 0R.
M EDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I . For Postal 

Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Brood; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco ; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also tbo cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Uczotna; Black­
head« and Pimples ; Nervousness ; Coughs and Colds ; 
Ch?«t Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Wofm«: Tape Worms; Tbo Itch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. O f the Author, 

f o r  Postal OrderJ'or Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on : The Healing Power of 

Nature; C othlng; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh ; 'lln  Beef To* 
Delusion; Halt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
llio  Hair and Us Management; bleep and Sleepless­
ness; Want of Energy, oto.; Lieslth Hints for 
Workers, for Shop A**lstants, and for. Servants; 
Advice for tho ih in ; for the Stout; and on the 
Prop, r Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcoratod Legs, Tumours, 
ete.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VOL. III. Post f r e e  from  

Author, f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains articles on : Health and Wealth; No! 

More Death ; Youth ; Tho Necessity for Pure Air,and 
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children ; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc 
iiOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fiuit, t .  Judge 
Wholemeal Brojd, to Breath) properly, to Grow 
I'all. to Keep Warm, I Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Altractivo. On tho Cause and Cure of the following 
Disease*: Stomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Slccplnem, 
Varicose Ve-ns, Boils and Csrbunc.es, Sabaceou 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, Winter Cough, Chil­
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

“  Hygienic Medicine. For Postal Crdor f jr Is. Id.
An Eye Opener to Drug Takers.

•* HheumatislIX.,,—Its Cause and Cure. Toet Free 
for 7d.

*• Diet and Digestion. —Post Free for 7 stamps.
“  Consumption ’ ’—Its Natural Cure. Post Free 7d. 
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Mon.’ ’—13 stamps.

AH the abov • can be got from
Dr. T. K. ALLINSON, 4 BPANiflfi Placb,

M anchester Sq u are , L ondon, W.
Pleaso mention this paper ]

LONDON DEPOT FOR
CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTfON.

\ Every Article .old here Produced In Co-operative 
Workehope under condition, whore Worker, abate 
Profits and Management.

"1  agree that labor which labors for IteelT ns well' 
ns laboring for another, is better la b o r  . . . .  »ndi 
should he encouraged in every field of labor."— 
( harles Uradlaugh, speech lu House of Commons, 
April 72nd, IMio.

before purchasing elsewhere, try goods produced, 
under improved Industrial methods, and effect a. 
saving by getting reliable article«.

We have our hew Season'« stock of HCOTOIff 
TWEEDS A WOOI.LEN CLOTHS to solectfrom. and 
our Tailoring Department gives overy satisfaction.

The li 't o f  good, in stork Include,—
Foots and Shoes o f  all hinds, hand and machine* 

made; Hosiery and Shirts, Thibet Fancy and  
Cotton Shirting ami Shirts, Indies’ Costumes,, 
Cloths, Harris Tweeds, Wool Cloakings. Shawlsr  
Scarfs, Flannelettes; Watches, Cutlery, Xeedles:. 
Cabinet-making, Hass Brooms, Seeds, HutritiaU 
Cocoa, etc.

Call or writo t„r prices and patterns.
30 11A ItT STlxEKT, BLOOMailUHY, W.O.

________  (Near British Museum).

STANTON, the people s Dentist, 333 Strand (ow)o- 
alte Somerset House).—TEETH on VULOANiTE. 

2a. 6d. each, upper or lower «et, £l. Best qutllty. 4- 
eaob, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hou > 
when required, repairing or alteration« in two hour* 
It you pay more than ihe above they ure fanev 
charges. Teeth on plati*ntn 7«. od. each on i8o 
gold 13s, stooping 2s, 6d., extraction I«,, painless b> 
gas, 6a.

OUR SPECIALITIES.
t u o d s a k u b  OB’ T K S T I M O N I A 'JtP 
Uknts’ Jimsii CJaujiuk: IIanukkrciiirfa, 3a. 9<1' 
per dozen. Ladies, 2s. 6d.; Hemitiidiad 
Latvn, 3a. per dozen. Carriage paid. ManejT 
returned if not approved. Table and> Bed 

Linen at Wholesale l ’ricea. 
GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,
__ 21 CLANSHABD BTBKET. A! ANOUEbTKU.

“ The Bible and Evolution.”
Ity AsTHvn n Mom.

Cheap Edition. Ona Shilling.
Favorably noticed by the late Mr. Ilradleugh I”1 

-National iUforaur,'’ Mr. Foote in •*Fre,thinker.’ 
Mr. Watts In •• Secular Thought," Mr. Maodonald 1«» 
••Tmtheeoker." head it! Study It I

In tbo prone, ready ahortly, Companion Volume 
' ' to «hove ,'milled,

Christianity and Evolution.'
Of Mr. Border, btu- ecuttar-atrtat, and Watts 

Co., 17 JohnsonVcourt.
U A UOHK FROM HOME”  (for Fresihlnker«) -f 

Mrs Harry Long, No 8. Vano'-road, lilac*' 
pool. Apartments, near central station. promeDfl^®' 
and ee». Headers, nlcase «how this to jour friend*^.
f t u in r r  w o m e n  t o  he p u n is h e d  i' ° b 
'-f HAVING TOO MANY CHILDREN P FotV' 
pence, poet fr«e. O. W. F. KisgSaher, Leeds. ^

Printed and Published by G. W . Foot*, »»
2d Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.


