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We have done -with the kisses that sting,
The thief’s mouth red from the feast,

The blood on the hands of the king,
And the lie at the lips of the priest.

— A. 0. Swinburne.

SKY PILOTS.

T he authorship of the designation “  sky pilot ” is 
as unknown as that of the *bur gospels. Yet its 
origin is recent. It has only been in use for a 
few years, say ten, or at the outside twenty. Nobody 
knows, however, who was the first man from whose 
lips it fell. Probably he was an American, but 
his name and address are not ascertained. Surely 
this fact, which has thousands if not millions of 
parallels, should abate the impudence of religionists 
who ask “  Who made the world ? ” when they do 
not know who made nine-tenths of the well-known 
things it contains.

Whatever its origin, the designation is a happy 
one. It fits like a glove. Repeat it to the first man 
you meet, and though he never heard it before, he 
will know that you mean a minister. For this very 
reason it makes the men of God angry. They feel 
insulted, and let you see it. They accuse you of 
calling them names, and if you smile too sarcastically 
they will indulge in some well-selected Bible language 
themselves.

There aro somo trades that will not bear honest 
designations, and the minister’s is one of them. 
Call him what you please, except what he is, and he 
is not disquieted. But call him “  sky pilot”  and ho 
starts up like Macbeth at the ghost of Banquo, 
exclaiming “  Come in any other form but that 1”

Go down to the seaside and look at one of those 
bluff, weather-beaten, honest follows who know all 
the rocks and shoals, and tides and channels, for 
miles around. Call one of them a “  pilot,” and ho 
will not bo offended. The term is legitimate. It 
exactly denotes his business. Ho is rather proud of 
it. His calling is honorable and useful. He pilots 
ships through uncertain and dangerous waters to 
thoir destination. Ho does his work, takes his pay, 
and feels satisfied ; and if you cry “  pilot I” ho answers 
merrily with a “  what cheer ?”

But " s k y ” in front ot “ pilot”  makes all tho 
difference. It makes tho man of God feol like 
having a cold shower bath; then tho reaction sots 
in and ho grows hot— sometimes as hot as H------ well,
does S* "  ° ar° DOt SWGar if the parson

But after all, ho is a “ pilot’’ and a “ sky”  pilot. 
Ho undertakes to pilot people to Heaven. Lot him 
board your ship and tako tho holm, and ho will guide 
you over tho Black Sea of Death to Port Felicity. 
That, at least, is what ho says in his trade circular 
though it turns out very differently in practice, as we 
shall see presently.

Let us first notice a great difference between tho 
sea pilot and the sky pilot. The honest salt boards 
the ship, and takes her out to sea, or brings her into 
port. When tho work is over ho presents his bill, or
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it is done for him. He does not ask for payment in 
advance. He neither takes nor gives credit. But 
the sky pilot does take credit and he gives none. He 
is always paid beforehand. Every year he expects a 
good retaining fee in the shape of a stipend or a benefice, 
or a good percentage of the pew rents and collections. 
But when his services are really wanted he leaves 
you in the lurch. You do not need a pilot to Heaven 
until you come to die. Then your voyage begins 
in real earnest. But the sky pilot does not go 
with you. Oh dear n o ! That is no part of his 
bargain. “  Ah my friend,” he says, “  I must leave 
you now. You must do the rest for yourself. I 
have coached you for years in celestial navigation; 
if you remember my lessons you will have a pros
perous voyage. Good day, dear friend. I ’m going 
to see another customer. But we shall meet again.”

Now, this is not a fair contract. It is really 
obtaining money under false 'pretences. The sky 
pilot has never been to Heaven himself. He does 
not know the way. Anyhow, there are hundreds of 
different routes, and they cannot all lead to the same 
place. Certainly they all start from this world, but 
that is all they have in common, and where they end 
is a puzzle. To pay money in such circumstancos is 
foolish and an encouragement to fraud. The best 
way to pay for goods is on delivery ; in the same way 
the sky pilot should bo paid at the finish.

But how is that to be done ? Well, easily. All 
you have to do is to address the sky pilot in this 
fashion— “  Dearly beloved pilot to the land of bliss ! 
let our contract be fair and mutual. Givo me credit 
as I givo you credit. Don’t ask for cash on account. 
I’ll pay at the finish. Your directions may bo sound ; 
they ought to be, for you aro very dogmatic. Still, 
there is room for doubt, and I don’ t want to be 
diddled. You tell me to follow your rules of celestial 
navigation. Well, I will. You say we shall meet at 
Port Felicity. Well, I hope so; and when wo do 
meet I ’ll square up.”

Of course it may boobjoctod that this would starve 
tho sky pilots. But why should it do anything of tho 
kind ? Have they no faith ? Must all tho faith bo 
on our side ? Should they not practise a little of 
what they preach ? God tells them to pray for their 
daily bread, and no doubt ho would add somo choeso 
and butter. All they havo to do is to ash for it. “  Ask 
and yo shall receivo,”  says tho text, and it has many 
confirmations. For forty years tho .Jews were among 
tho unemployed, and Jehovah sent thorn food daily. 
“  Ho rained down bread from heaven.” Tho prophot 
Elijah, also, lived in tho wilderness on tho sandwiches 
God sent him—bread and meat in tho morning and 
bread and meat in tho evening. There was likowiso 
tho widow’s cruso of oil and barrel of flour,
which supported her and tho man of _ God day
by day without dim in ish ing. These things actu
ally happened. They aro as true as tho
Bible. A n d  they may happen again. At any
rate they should happen. Tho sky pilots should 
subsist on tho fruits of prayer. Let them live by 
faith—not our faith, but their own. This will prove
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their sincerity, and give ns some trust in their 
teaching. And if they should starve in the experi
ment—well, it is worth making, and they will fall 
martyrs to truth and human happiness. One batch 
of martyrs will suffice. There will be no need of 
what Gibbon calls "  an annual consumption.”

The men of God pilot us to Heaven, but they are 
very loth to go there themselves. Heaven is their 
"  home,”  but they prefer exile, even in this miser
able vale of tears. ' When they fall ill, they do not 
welcome it as a call from the Father. They 
do not sing "Nearer my God to thee.” We do 
not find them going about saying “ I shall be home 
shortly.”  Oh no ! They indulge freely in self-pity. 
Like a limpet to a rock do they cling to this 
wretched, sinful world. Congregations are asked 
if they cannot {t do something,”  a subscription is 
got up, and the man of God rushes off to the 
seaside, where prayer, in co-operation with oxygen 
and oozone, restore him to health, enable him to 
dodge "g o in g  home,”  and qualify him for another 
term of penal servitude on earth.

It appears to us that sky pilots, like other men, 
should be judged by their practice. I f they show 
no belief in what they preach, we are foolish to 
believe in it any more than they do. It also appears 
to us that their profession is as fraudulent as 
fortune-telling. Many a poor old woman has 
been imprisoned for taking sixpence from a 
servant girl, after promising her a tall, dark husband 
and eight fine children; but men dressed in black 
coats and white chokers are allowed to take money 
for promises of good fortune in the "  beautiful land 
above.”  It further appears to us that the sky pilots 
should be compelled to come to a reasonable agree
ment before their trade is licensed. They should 
settle where Heaven is before they begin business. 
Better still, perhaps, every applicant for a license 
should prove that some human soul has been piloted 
to Heaven. Until that is done, the profession is only 
robbery and imposture. G. W. FOOTE.

T iie LITERARY CHARACTER of the GOSPELS.
I  hold that the gospels, in the utterances ascribed to 
Jesus, have as much the character of being a literary 
production as the epistles ascribed to Paul. If 
genuine utterances, this should not be; for spoken 
words accurately reported have a distinct character 
from written thoughts. Even speakers accustomed 
to writing use a different stylo in their speeches from 
that of thoir writings; while with those who have 
rarely or nevor written (as is supposed to have been 
the case with Jesus) the colloquial stylo is un
mistakable. Comparo Dr. Johnson’s talk, as recorded 
by Boswell, with any of his works; or, better still, 
compare the recorded sayings of Mohammed with 
the Koran. About tho utterances ascribed to Jesus 
there is a literary flavor. Let any reader compare 
the discourses put into his mouth in tho gospel 
"according to ” John with the first epistle ascribed 
to that fisherman, and they will see at onco what I 
mean. The very turns of expression are tho sarno, 
Jesus is made to say, "  These things have I spoken 
that your joy might bo full”  (John xv. 11). Tho 
writer moro naturally says, "Thoso things write wo 
unto you that your joy may bo full”  (1 John i. 4). 
Jesus is most unnaturally made to say, "  Ho that 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth in 
me and I in him ” ; while tho epistle writer says most 
naturally, "  ho that keepeth his commandments 
dwelleth in him and he in him.”  IIow unlikoly that 
a man should say, "  If God wero your Father yo 
would love mo : for I proceeded forth and camo from 
God.”  But it is quite natural a writer should express 
his belief, "W hosover believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God, and everyone that lovoth him 
that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.” 
How inconceivable that any sane man should havo

said, "  Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood 
hath eternal life.”  How natural that a believer 
should write, "  He that hath tho Son hath life,”  or 
"  Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world.”  
While it appears mere vanity in a man to say with 
Jesus, "  I have overcome the world”  j “ I am the 
way, the truth, and the life” ; " A l l  that ever came 
before me are thieves and robbers.” These and 
numerous other phrases bear evident traces of being 
the embodiment of the beliefs of after ages.

So impressed was Professor F. W. Newman with 
the phenomena to which I call attention that he 
wrote in his Phases of Faith, pp. 115-6 :

“  As the three first gospels hive their family likeness, 
which enables us on hearing a text to know that it come3 out 
of one of the three, though wa perhaps know not which ; so 
it is with the gospel and epistles of John. When a verse is 
read, we know that it is either from an epistle of John, or 
else from the Jesus of John ; but often we cannot tell which. 
On contemplating the marked character of this phenomenon, 
I saw'it infallibly to indicate that John has made both the 
Baptist and Jesus to speak as John himself would have 
spoken ; and that we cannot trust the historical reality of the 
discourses in the fourth gospel.”

But the phenomena is not confined to John, who, 
it must be borne in mind, although admittedly writing 
fifty years after the death of Jesus, yet uses before 
his long discourses, so different from the Synoptics, 
the same expression, "  Yorily, verily, I say unto you,”  
as though he were a verbatim reporter. The other 
gospels equally bear evidence of literary manufacture. 
Look at the summary of Christian ethics known as 
the Sermon on the Mount, which is given, in part, in 
Luke as delivered from a plain. Schoettgen, in his 
I  force ffebraicce, and Rodrigues, in his Sermon sur la 
Montague, have proved that every item of this 
famous sermon is found in Jewish writings. I contend 
that its very character and structure show that it is 
as much a literary collection as the Proverbs ascribed 
to Solomon, and that this sermon is strictly a written 
composition, never uttered orally at one time by any 
one man. It smacks neither of mountain nor plain, 
but of tho study. Let us examine it a little. First, 
it is poetical— that is, not rhymed, but with the 
structure of Hebrew poetry. Dr. John Jebb, a great 
Greek scholar, conclusively proved this in his work 
on Sacred Literature. Some illustrations will be 
necessary to non-Groek readers. Hebrew poetry 
sometimes, instead of ending alike, as with our rhyme, 
began alike. Thus tho sermon begins with repetitions 
of tho word "Blessed.” Anothor characteristic is 
parallelisms in couplets, triplets or quatrains. Here 
are instances:

To him that nskoth thee, g ive;
And to him that would borrow, turn not away.

For with what judgment yo judge, yo shall be judged ;
And with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto you. 

Unto whomsoever much is given,
Of him shall much be required ;
And to whom men have committed much,
Of him will they demand tho more.

Or in triplets, thus :
But if tho salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it bo salted ? 
It is good for nothing thenceforth except to be cast out 
And to be downtrodden under foot of men.

A  city that is sot on a hill cannot bo hid,
Nor do men light a candle and put it under a bushel,
But on a lampstand, and it lightoth all in tho house.

So let your light shine before men 
That they may see your good works,
And glorify your Father who is in heaven.

It may bo said Jesus was an improvisatoro, who, in 
speaking, naturally "dropped into poetry,” like Silas 
W egg. But thtt methods of improvisation aro moro 
Bimplo than thoso of writton poetry. Ono who im
provised, for instance, would bo pretty sure to say : 

Ask and it shall be given unto you,
For everyone who asketh receiveth.
Seek and ye shall find ;
For everyone who «eeketh findeth.
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Knock and it shall be opened unto you,
For to every one who knocketh, it shall be opened.

But Jesus is made to use the form more suitable to 
Written composition:

Ask and it shall be given unto you,
Seek and ye shall find ;
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

For everyone who asketh receiveth,
And everyone who seeketh findeth ;
And to everyone that knocketh it shall be opened.

An improvisatore, if very far from humble and 
meek, might sing:

Come unto me, all ye who labor and are burdened,
For my yoke is easy and my burden light,
And I will give you rest;
And ye shall find rest unto your souls.
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me,
For I am meek and lowly in heart.

But Jesus is made to use the more involved literary 
artifice:

Come unto me, all ye who labor, and are burdened,
And I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you and learn of 'me,
For I am meek and lowly in heart;

And ye shall find rest unto your souls,
For my yoke is easy and my burden light.

The Lord’s Prayer is a chant, which is as much a 
composition as any of those in the Book of Common 
Prayer. I have given but a few illustrations out of 
many ; I have not confined my citations to the Sermon 
on the Mount, for the same features are found in 
other parts. Look, for instance, at that manifest 
forgery in Matthew xvi., in which Jesus puns on 
Peter’s name and makes him head of a church which 
was not in existence. W e find the triplet
And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
And whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven,
And whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shalt be loosed in 

heaven.
Was there over more manifest the work of a writer 
bent on exalting tho claims of his Church ? In 
the case of tho Sermon on the Mount, we have tho 
most satisfactory proof of its being a composition, 
from its beiDg found scattered in other parts of tho 
other gospels, and alleged to havo been uttered with 
entirely different circumstances of time, place, and 
manner.

The parables offor another proof that the sayings 
ascribed to Jesus are strictly compositions. They 
aro often so poetical and even obscure that the 
disciples aro naturally represented as not understand
ing them and requesting an explanation. Lot anyono 
attentively compare, for instance, tho parablo of tho 
sower as reported in Matt, xiii., Mark iv., and Luko 
viii., ho will find turns of expressions which conclu
sively prove oithor that tho writers copied from one 
another, or borrowed from a common source. In tho 
case of tho parable of tho fig-tree (Matt, xxiv., Mark 
viii., and Luko xxi.) wo havo such close verbal agree
ment that it is idle to supposo either narrative can 
havo any pretension to bo an original report. 
Mr. J. A. Froudo, in his essay on “  Criticism 
and tho Gospel History,”  alluding to this coinci
dence of expression says: “  Woro the writers 
themselves with their closest frionds and companions 
to swear that there had boon no inter-communication, 
and no story pre-oxisting of which thoy had made 
use, and that each had written bona fide from his own 
original observation, an English jury would sooner 
behove tho wholo party perjured than porsuado thom- 
selves that so extraordinary a coincidence had 
occurred.”  It is significant, moreover, that, as Mr. 
Froudo further romarks, wheroas Jesus “  must havo 
Bpoken in the ordinary languago of Palestine, tho 
resemblance between the evangelists is in tho Greek 
translation of them (the parables and discourses) ;

and how unlikely it is that a number of persons, in 
translating from one language into another, should 
hit by accident on the same expressions, the simplest 
experiment will show.”

The conclusion that the writers copied from some 
earlier documents is borne out by the external evi
dence, the first witness to such writings being Papias, 
who states that Matthew wrote, not in the Greek, as 
is our gospel according to St. Matthew, but in the 
Hebrew tongue; not a narrative, like the first gospel, 
but the logia, oracles, discourses or sayings. That in 
some cases these sayings gave rise to the narrative 
we may see from the absurd and derogatory story of 
Jesus cursing the fig-tree, which evidently grew from 
the parable referred to. But the question of the 
composition of the gospels is too large to be dealt 
with in a single article, and I propose to return to the 
subject. J. M. W h e e l e r .

W H Y SHOULD THE ATHEIST FEAR TO DIE?

(From the “  Liberator.")
T he Bible is a funny book, when rightly understood; 
and of all its funny texts there is not one more funny 
than Hebrews ix. 27 : “  It is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment.” In any other 
case it would be regarded as an act of madness to 
judge corpses, or dead people ; but in religion nothing 
is ridiculous so long as you believe. The Egyptians 
did judge the dead man and assign him his portion 
afterwards. And the Bible but echoes that absurd 
custom.

The superstitions about death and after are 
extremely various, but all run upon the blind assump
tion that dead men are living men ; that though they 
are dead, they still live; that, in fact, death is not 
death, but a mere phase in one’s history— not death, 
but something else as different as possible. And if 
that is true, it seems to me we ought to alter our 
language; and probably we should do so, but hero 
the difficulty begins. What shall wo call this some
thing wo have all along called death ? What appro
priate name shall wo give to it ?

As no two persons are exactly agreed on that 
subject, we shall probably havo to uso tho old word 
for some time to come. And probably doctors, 
coroners, undertakers, grave-diggers, lawyers and 
legatees, widows and widowers, will still proceed ’to 
treat dead peoplo ns if tho said doad peoplo were 
dead in earnest, not joking and playing or shamming 
dead, as some people seem to be inclined to believe.

If dead peoplo aro still alive, they should be required 
to pay their debts all tho same, and perform their 
duties, just as if nothing had happened, and not fling 
all thoir work over on other peoplo, and loaf about, 
as they seem to do and havo dono for a good many 
thousands of years.

Human imagination plays tricks with its owners 
and imposes upon them at every step. It idealises 
things, and it dreams, too, both when we wake and 
when wo sleep. It has created and elaborated a 
droam-world, a dream-universe, a pootical and im
possible region, tho very compound ghost of this. 
That universe is divided into worlds and lands, 
palaces, parks, ploasurc-grounds ; “  regions of sorrow, 
doloful shades;” lands of light lit by some ghostly 
sun and moon and stars ; and lands totally destitute 
of all light and beauty.

Into this dream-universe men havo dreamt all tho 
elements and characters of this actual world— its 
geography, nations, governments, institutions, occu
pations, officos, etc. And thoro, too, rowards and 
punishmonts aro disbursed by properly constituted 
authorities.

Now and thon peoplo pass to and fro from the 
one world to tho other, generally in dreams, but 
somotimos bodily. Now and then a foreigner comes 
to us with a message from dreamland, and goes
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off again as if in haste or afraid to be too closely 
questioned.

In a few cases men of good nerve have gone to 
that dreamland, and returned all right, and others 
have taken up their abode there and never returned. 
It is a curious fact, that few who have made the 
journey tell us what they saw or experienced there. 
Like Hamlet’s father’s ghost, some of them “  could 
a tale unfold,”  but they don’t. The reason for this 
silence is very plain. The previous superstition 
creates the journey; and the previous superstition 
forbids any meddling with or adding to the old 
doctrine and belief—it is unfawful, wicked, abomin
able for anyone to know more than the priests, 
and damnable blasphemy to pretend he does. Con
sequently, none of the old voyagers to hell brought 
us any news; they were not a whit the wiser than 
before—in fact, they merely went to confirm the 
previons superstition, not to make discoveries.

It is a matter of real amusement to note the fact 
that, though Jesus was quite glib upon the subject 
of hell, and ever ready to scatter threats of it 
amongst his enemies, he never mentioned the 
subject after going there! The creed says, he 
descended into hell. And after that he, like 
Hamlet’s Father’s Ghost, held his peace upon the 
matter, never whispered it afterwards. Whether 
he received a caution from Nicholas, I  cannot say; 
but this I know, he held his peace— if Christian 
records of the holiest renown can be credited.

The thing comes to this, then, so far as I am able 
to perceivo :— All that is said about death and after 
is said by people without experience; the countries 
of the dead are described by those who never saw 
them nor ever conversed with denizens thereof. 
Those who are reported to have gone there have 
related nothing wo did not know as well before they 
went.

And this want of evidence and information no 
doubt gave rise to the many conflicting theories and 
“ views”  and superstitions respecting it. Dream
land can be explored only by dreamers; and as each 
dreamer must be left to dream his own dreams, and 
as dreams repudiate time, space and reason, we must 
not be surprised if wo find it difficult to translate 
dream-loro into that of everyday life. This world 
throws a flood of light upon dreamers and dreamland ; 
but dreamland and dreamers reflect no light upon 
this world, nor ever make one fact the clearer.

Hence it is that in one land one thing is feared in 
dreamland, in another another. Dreams are not 
particular, until they are adopted as creeds and mado 
to pass for sober truth, for tho advantage of their 
owners.

As I say, there is great diversity of dread amongst 
those who believe in dreams— ono fears this, another 
that, though each is positive ho is in danger of real
ising his own dream, usually an adopted one, but 
feels no dread of another man’s. No man fears 
another man’s god, or dreads another man’s dovil, or 
expects to go to another man’s hell.

Probably no reader of mine has the slightest fear 
of Abambou. Why ? You were not trained to fear 
him in early life. Had you been born and reared 
among the African Charnmas, you would have dreaded 
Abambou, as Christians dread Jehovah, Jesus and 
Satan. Tho Chammas, on tho other hand, dread 
their own devil, but, until they are corrupted and led 
astray from their own primitive and infallible creed 
by missionaries, they no more dread the Christian 
God and Devil than they do their own thumb-nails.

I am probably correct in assuming that you do 
not in the least dread Samiulo; probably some of 
you may never have seen the name till now. But in 
Fiji this terriblo god or devil used to hurl the souls 
he caught into a huge fire. Had we been properly 
trained in Fijian theology and submitted to the 
divino workings of the holy ghost who resides among

that people, we should have lived and died in mortal 
dread of Samiulo and his fire— things the Christians 
are blasphemous enough to laugh at as figments of 
the imagination, or corruptions of “ primitive faith ” 
delivered to our father Adam and mother Eve, of 
nursery tale celebrity.

The poor negro slaves in the West Indies, as they 
dug in mines and roasted in the sun on the planta
tions, dreamt of Africa, the home they had le ft; and 
killed themselves in great numbers, with the full 
persuasion that, as dead men, they should return to 
Africa and enjoy their freedom once more. The 

’planters, fearing this new religion, or new phase of 
the old one, might rob them of all their slaves, hit 
upon a clever but cruel dodge to put a stop to suicides. 
They brought ropes in plenty and advised the slaves 
to hang themselves as fast as possible, “ for,”  said the 
cunning rogues, “  we have started a big plantation 
in Africa, and want as many negroes as we can get 
there; and our men are waiting for all who hang 
themselves to catch and make them work as soon as 
they get to Africa. So make haste, for we are in 
want of hands there.”

The negroes devoutly believed this new gospel, 
on the same or similar evidence which serves most 
Christians; and they ceased to kill themselves lest 
they might migrate from the frying-pan to the fire.

It is all very well to laugh at negro theology, 
but no theology was ever better founded, ever 
more literally exact. The only thing wanting was 
some one suicided who had really crossed the ocean 
and returned to the West Indies with just the 
information they required. But here again, 
Christians are no better off—they too need, for 
the establishment of their faith, that some one 
shall go to dreamland and return with authentic 
news of the place. And when they have this we 
are prepared to hope or tremble as the evidence 
may require.

Probably I should waste my strength in vain, 
if I tried to frighten the Christians with the gospel 
of Osiris and his terrible avengers. He is king 
and judge in dreamland, judge of souls, who decides 
the fate of all human ghosts that come before him. 
He onco lived on earth and did good to men ; but 
tho wicked Typhon, own brother as he was—just 
as Jesus and Satan aro brothers, both sons of tho 
samo father, if not of ono mother— Typhon, I say, 
killed Osiris, and ho became judgo of tho dead. 
Tho Egyptians trembled before this doad man, and 
mended their manners whon doath approached, and 
got roady to moot tho inoxorablo judgo in dreamland 
as they best might. And thon, whon they shuffled 
off the mortal coil, they passed to his tribunal to 
receive tho things done in tho body, whether they 
were bad or good.

But what every Egyptian, ovory right-thinking 
Egyptian, as prigs and bigots now say, regarded 
as the most solemn and undeniablo truth, tho 
Christians regard as hoathonisin, darkness of pagan 
ands, not yot onlightoned by the gospel, etc. In 

fact, ovory believer is infallibly right, and all thoso 
who differ must unquestionably bo wrong. And 
so long as that fooling prevails reason and com
mon sense will not stand much chance of prevailing.

However, tho point to which I direct attention 
is this, I presume no Christian will say an Atheist 
ought to dread death because any of tho above 
judges or monsters throaton him whon ho is doad. 
They do not fear those uvenging deities, and do 
not call upon the Athoist to fear them.

Tho samo must bo said of Yama, tho judgo of tho 
dead in India, yEacus, Minos, Khadamanthus, Pluto, 
and many others. The world has loft thoso fables 
behind, and, under their old names, no ono at present 
behoves in them or trembles lest he should fall into 
their hands.

Tho Christian, who does not understand tho Athoist,
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might help himself to do so by calling to mind the 
ancient dread that once prevailed amongst most 
nations respecting imaginary gods and devils, who 
were said to punish the wicked in dreamland after 
death ; and then reflect how completely we have all 
outgrown those wretched and tormenting beliefs. 
The Atheist feels just the same towards the Christian 
beliefs as the Christian feels respecting the super
stitions above named. The Atheist and the Christian 
both know that the old beliefs prevailed because 
people were too little enlightened to understand their 
true nature.

The Atheist, however, steps on a few paces further 
and treats the Christian superstitions just as he does 
all the rest, most impartially laying them all aside, as 
destitute of reality, as shadowy, earthly dreams pro
jected into the future, as foolish and groundless 
expressions of what people hope and fear will be their 
fate after death. “ The baseless fabric of this vision ” 
is the same everywhere, whether called Pagan or 
Christian; and the Atheist finds it as impossible to 
accept it under one name as under another. And 
so far, we see no reason why the Atheist should 
fear death. J oseph Symes.

WILL THEY TAX CHURCHES?

T he Daily News attributes the success of the Pro
gressive party in the recent London County Council 
elections to the essential reasonableness of the 
program which seeks to subject the landlords to 
municipal taxation. The Daily News emphatically 
maintains that “  all forms of property should con
tribute equally to local burdens/’ and says that it 
cannot be doubted that a Liberal Parliament will give 
the London County Council tho power it seeks.

We shall see how far principle will carry the County 
Council in this matter. If “ all forms of property 
should contribute equally to local burdens,”  then it 
is clear that churches and chapels should be taxed 
like all other buildings? W ill 'the County Council 
impartially support a principle which the Daily News 
lays down as almost axiomatic ? W o may feel sure 
that it will not so much as hint at such a thing. It 
will not ask Parliament to abolish religious exemption 
from taxation. Neither will it seek to secure a similar 
exemption for Secular halls, or hospitals, or Board 
schools, or almshouses. The Daily News would eat 
its own words and principles a thousand times over 
rather than apply them to religious edifices or tho 
ground-routs of chapels. Yot tho favored class of 
property is exempt from both local and imperial 
burdens, while in all ordinary cases rates and taxes 
on tho full value of tho land and building are paid 
eithor by tho tenant or by tho landlord, who also pays 
an imperial income-tax on tho revenue ho rocioves 
from land and houses. Tho only reform contemplated 
seems to bo a transfer of tho burden of taxation from 
tenant to landlord ; and as in tbo case of almost all 
tho smaller classos of houses tho landlord already 
pays tho wholo of tho rates and taxes (recouping him
self, of course, in the increased rent), tho transfer will 
bo a inoro farco so far as tho great bulk of tho Pro
gressive householders aro concerned, and in other 
cases will only result in a readjustment of rent as 
soon as existing agreements expiro.

As a mattor of principle, the equal taxation of all 
ground values and landed property is porfoctly clear 
and simple; but it will not secure votes. It would 
affect tho Progressives as well as thoir opponents. 
Tho County Council will accordingly ignoro principle 
ns a mattor of courso whonovor roligion appears on 
the sceno, and will not ovon attompt to lighten the 
burden of taxation by making religious bodies pay 
their sharo of tho rates.

If Secularists came into power and were to oxompt 
Secular halls from taxation v/hilo taxing churches 
and chapels to tho full, tho religious world would

perceive the injustice of such a policy. But it is 
blind to its own injustice, and will of course always 
remain so while it can command enough votes to 
turn the balance against any party that might seek 
to deprive religion of its unjust privileges.

W . P. Ball.

SANCTIMONIOUS IKE.

His quiet ways an’ honest look 
Won all the diggin’s at the start;

His blue eyes seemed an open book 
In which we read his guileless heart.

He first showed up at Placer Mound 
Jes’ after that big ’80 strike,

An’ unobtrusive loafed around,
All unconcerned an’ quiet like.

Some thought he war a millionaire 
From Frisco, lookin’ up a snap,

Whilst others said he had the air 
Of some revival gospel chap.

The boys soon tied him to the name 
Of “ Reverent Sanctimonious Ike,”

Jes’ cause he played the pious game 
So unconcerned an’ quiet like.

He nursed the sick : spoke words o’ cheer 
To them as ’ras’led with despair,

An’ at the bed o’ pain you’d hear 
His low, sad voice in earnest prayer.

No matter whar distress war found,
You’d see that Sanctimonious Ike,

Jes’ like an angel movin’ round,
All unconcerned an’ quiet like.

One night the safe, in which war kept 
The dust of all the men in camp,

War busted open while we slept.
By some durned, ornery, thievin’ scamp.

We took the trail amazin’ quick,
An’ soon Btruck Sanctimonious Ike,

Leadin’ a pack mule down the creek,
All unconcerned an’ quiet like.

We found the stuff, a jedge was chose,
An’ thur beneath a jackoak tree,

Tho court convened, an’ w’en it rose,
Wo took the back trail quietly.

As up the mountain side we dim ,
Wo took a back’ard glance at Ike,

A  hangin’ from a jackoak limb,
All unconcerned an’ quiet like.

CArT. Jack Chav-foiid.

CIGARS IN HEAVEN.
Strangely enough, his namo notwithstanding, tho witly 

Dominican monk, Bacco, had a great dislike to tobacco, 
and when once preaching to a crowd of Spanish sailors, 
ho astonished them by telling them that there were no 
Spanish saints in Heaven. A few, he said, h'ad been 
admitted, but they smoked so many cigars that they made 
the Holy Virgin ill, and Saint Peter set his wits to work 
to get them out. At length ho proclaimed that a bull 
fight would be held outside the gates of Paradise. There
upon, every 'Spanish s aint, without exception, ran off to 
tee the fight, and Saint Peter immediately closed tho 
gates, and took care never again to admit another Spaniard.

A little girl who had been very ill was 60 far recovered 
as to b# able to go out a little. One fine day she asked 
her mother if she might go into tho garden for a short 
time, tad permission was granted, on condition that elm 
should »ot eat any of tho fruit, as it might make her ill 
again. When she returned, her mother was very much 
grievsi U seo her apron stained with the juieo of the fruit ; 
so, in rather an angry manner, she said : “  I thought I told 
you net to eat any fruit; you aro a very naughty girl.”  
“ Yes, mslher,”  sobbed the little girl, “ but Satan tempLd 
m o!”  “ Then why did you not say, ‘ Get thee behind > ,
Sata» ? ”  So I did, mother, and ho got behind me, and 
push«! mo right into the currant bushes 1”
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INCUBI AND SUCCUBI.
The Jews accepted the text concerning the sons of God and 

daughters of men (Gen. vi. 1) as proving that fruitful inter
course could occur between spiritual and human beings, and 
they had their legends of the evil spirit Lilith, the first wife 
of Adam, who bore to him the innumerable multitude of 
demons. The anthropomorphic mythology and hero-worship 
of Greece consisted of little else, and the name of Satyr has 
passed into a proverb. The simpler and purer Latin Pantheon 
had yet its Sylvans and Fauns, who, as St. Augustine tells 
us, “  are commonly called Incubi.”  The medical faculty in 
vain explained the belief by Ephialtes, or nightmare, and 
recommended for it belladonna rather than exorcisms. The 
belief grew still more definite as perfected processes of trial 
enabled judges to extort from their victims whatever confes
sions they desired, such as that of Angele de la Barthe, who, 
in the Toulousain in 1275, admitted that she had habitual 
intercourse with Satan, to whom, seven years before, at the 
age of fifty-three, she had borne a son— a monster with a 
wolf’s head and a serpent’s tail, which she fed for two years 
on the flesh’ of year-old babies whom she stole by night, 
after which it disappears; or that of the witches of Arras in 
1460, who were brought to confess that their demon lovers 
wore the shape of hares, or foxes, or bulls. Innocent VIII. 
asserts the existence of such connections in the most positive 
manner ; and Silvester Prierias declares that to deny it is both 
unorthodox and unphilosophical, and could only be prompted 
by sheer wantonness.— IT. C. Lea, “ History oj thelnqusition,”  
vol. iii., p. 384.

A C I D  D R O P S .
Dr. Pierson, who is preaching at Spurgeon’s Tabernacle 

and will probably continue to do so, at least for the next five 
years, is receiving a stipend of £1,200 per annum. ’Tis a 
good round sum. £100 a month. Probably more than 
found its way into Cashier Judas’s bag during the thirty-six 
months of J. C.’s ministry. How the times have changed. 
And how the game pays now in comparison with the first start.

We look forward with interest to the Spurgeon probate. 
It is rumored that the great preacher died worth a good deal 
more than his Savior. Of course the rumor may be false. 
But it cannot be denied that Spurgeon lived well. Whether 
he “  entered heaven at 11.5 on Sunday evening,”  January 31, 
or not, his lines were cast in pleasant places in this vale of 
tears. He had a splendid mansion and lovely grounds, and 
live-stock that equalled the Queen’s at Windsor ; big carriage 
and pair would have done credit to a duke, and ho smoked 
A 1 cigars— none of your queerLaranagas, seven fora shilling. 
Altogether the oracle of Predestination and Everlasting Hell 
enjoyed himself while .his chance lasted. Ho found, of a 
truth, that godliness is great gain—-and damnation still 
greater. _____

There was a very curious inscription on one of the coffins 
at the funeral of the five victims of the Rainhill tragedy.

Jesus Christ called a Little Child 
Martha Deeming 

Aged two years 
Unto Him.

This “  call ”  from Jesus Christ took the form of a diabolical 
murder. The poor little thing was slaughtered by her own 
father.v This is what the Rainhill sentimentalists describe as 
a “  call ”  from Jesus. ____

Prophet Baxter backed out of the proposition of Mr. G. 
Ward, to make a deed assigning his property to charities 
in May, 1901, in the event of the world not coming to 
an end, as predicted, in April of that year. But he has 
himself been preparing for the event by selling his Swiss 
milk factory for £4,000 to a company that has come to 
grief through the transaction. No doubt he would do 
other business on similar favorable terms. The Christian 
Herald is a good property, and we expect Prophet Baxter 
would want a tidy sum for Bethshan his home for faith
healing at Drayton Park.

Prophet Baxter sold the property and good will of that 
little business of his to the Alpine Condensed Milk Company 
(Limited). But the milk is no longer in the cocoanut. 
The price was ¿4 ,000 , in May 1891. Now the affair is

in bankruptcy, and is valued at £800. The chairman 
of the Company tells the shareholders and creditors that 
“ no doubt the Rev. Mr. Baxter”  would shell out the 
difference or “  be pleased to make a compromise.”  “  If 
he is so pleased,”  the Star financial man says, “  he will 
be like no other clerical prophet it has been our fortune 
to meet.”  ____

The Rev. W . J. Jenkins, late vicar of Fillingham, Lincoln
shire, is a bankrupt whose discharge is refused because he will 
not devote even £40 a year out of his allowance of £150 a 
year from the bishop. ____

The Cumberland quarryman, who shot his landlady 
through the head because his breakfast was not to his 
liking, was hung on Tuesday morning. He was all along 
quite unconcerned. Nevertheless the chaplain seems to 
have wafted him to glory. The murderer took a hearty 
last breakfast, and afterwards the sacrament. He died 
with his God inside him. His landlady was less fortunate.

Hsd the Education Bill passed in Germany in its original 
form, it would have given the Catholic priests such a 
position of power over education as they enjoy in no 
European country, even in Spain, and they are wild at 
the likely frustration of their object. If the country is 
appealed to there is little doubt it will express itself plainly 
against this reactionary project which has been forwarded 
through the intrigues of priests, and in the interests of 
the churches. At present the Catholics have a solid 
vote of 109 out of 394, and holding the balance of 
power, they have sought to dictate their own terms.

They are still suffering from want of rain in Bengal. 
-The ground is parched and scorched throughout India, 
and seed cannot bo sown as usual. The Lord arranges 
these matters badly.

Over one million three hundred thousand pounds was sub
scribed in Great Britain last year to give the heathen a better 
chance of damnation by rejecting the blessed goBpel. Yet 
there are thousands at home devoid of the decencies, and 
even the necessaries, of life.

A  cock and bull infidel death-bed story, which has done 
much duty in America, is that which relates how Col. Ethan 
Allen, on his death bed, requested his daughter to follow the 
religion of her mother. Col. Allen was one of the heroes of 
the war of Independence, and a statue is erected to him at 
Montpelier, Vermont. He died in 1789.

Oriswold in his Curiosities o f  American Literature, tells 
the oft-repeated story and then says : “  This is a very pretty 
anecdote, but not a single sentence of it relates to any actual 
occurrence. The hero of Ticonderoga never lost a daughter 
during his own lifetime, and his wife was not a pious woman ; 
at least, she pretended to have experienced no religious 
influences. The falsity of the story, which has found its way 
into histories and into hundreds of printed collections of 
memorabilia, was asserted to us by the excellent daughter of 
the hardy chief, who yet survives, and who porhaps was the 
heroine of the tale.”  Yet the lio is still considered good 
enough for Sunday-school children.

The man David who was executed at St. Nazairo for 
the murder and robbery of two elderly women, made a
speech from the scaffold to 10,000 spectators. As usual
he thanked God that he was going to meet his namesake
in tho realms of bliss, and promised to meet his confessor
and the priests in heaven. __

A certain Somers Town preacher, of tho Presbyterian per
suasion, has informed Miss Vance that he is willing to discuss 
Atheism with Mr. Foote. Ho also lays down a long list of 
conditions, all of which must be complied with. Mr. Foote 
has told Miss Vanco that ho is willing to discuss Atheism 
with the preacher if he will also discuss Christianity, and that 
the conditions could be settled by a joint-committee. This, 
bowover, the preacher declines. Ho wants all his own way 
or nothing. Or rather, bo doesn’t want a debate at all, but 
an opportunity of swaggering safely.

The Rev. John McNeil, who has gone back from London to 
evangelise his fellow Scotsmen, has a singer named Duke,
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who, he says, “  plays Sankey to my Moody.”  He adds the 
burden of their song is always the same, “  Come to Jesus, 
come to Jesus.”  The Rev. John is a Presbyterian, pledged to 
the belief in predestination. He and his singer ought to add 
to their song the reminder that, if not elected from all 
eternity, they cannot come, and will infallibly be damned, 
even though they try to come.

There is an awful liar called Grinstead knocking about at 
Bristol. He does a bit of preaching and runs a little monthly 
budget called the Bristol Messenger. In the March number 
of this wonderful publication there is a long article entitled 
“ The Saying of a F ool” — and really it is the saying of a fool. 
But the fool is more than a fool, and the alteration is for the 
worse. He rolls out that old chestnut about the Atheists 
who challenge God to prove his existence. “  A  female 
orator,”  he says, “  on one occasion had challenged God to 
strike her dead that moment as she stood upon the platform ; 
and because God had not done so, Bhe and some other foolish 
people had assumed there could be no God.”

That is pretty stiff. But the veracious Grinstead didn’ t 
stop there. He went on and gave himself away. “  A  friend 
of mine,”  he says, “  got up and said,”  etc., etc. Then he 
begins to address himself to “  honest doubters.”

Now then, J. Grinstead, just give the name of the “  female 
orator,”  the time and place of “  the occasion,”  and the name 
and address of your “  friend.”  We call upon you to do this. 
But you won’t. You can’t. You have borrowed an old lie 
and dished it up with your own sauce. Y6t you wonder how 
the story of the Resurrection could get circulated if it 
wasn’t true I

Las Dominicales del Librepensamiento, of Madrid, calcu
lates that the yearly expense for religion in Spain is above one 
million five hundred thousand reals. It says further that 
every hundred Spaniards have to support ten parasites, who 
live by prayers and the practice of all kinds of knavery. 
Meanwhile the country is kept in a backward state for want 
of developing its natural resources. Thieves and Btabbing 
affrays aro common, and tho priests live well through the 
vice and ignorance of the people.

It is now just two hundred years since the pious Puritans 
of New England, under tho Rev. Cotton Matther, broke out 
into furious persecution against witches in Salem, and 
imprisoned, tortured, and executed their victims as remorse
lessly as any member of tho Inquisition.

A correspondent writes : “  This littlo story may not be 
very funny; but it at least has tho common merit of being 
true. Tho four-year-old daughter of a certain Freethinker 
overheard a Roman Catholic cousin singing hymns. The 
child afterwards said to her mother, “  Did you hear Jenny 
singing tho wicked word that daddy uses when he hurts his 
finger ?”  “  No,”  replied the mother ; “  what was it ?”  After
a long pauso tho child answered, in an impressive whisper—  
“  Christy _____

It is said the matchless quack, whoso name is Booth, is 
going to send over wives for Australians I What do Austra
lian spinstors say to this ? Pity he did not preach that gospel 
while here. He might have been honored with tar and 
feathers for his pains.— Liberator.

Thomas Nicholson, parson of St. John’s Vicarage, Sunder
land, is sending cadging circulars to persons who liavo no 
connexion with the Church of England. Ho wants to clear 
off a debt of £558 13s. 2^d., and to devote his time and 
energy to “  spiritual work.”  Why doesn’t he try prayer ? 
Jesus Christ promised the saints that they should have all 
they asked for. The^ only condition was believing they 
would get it. That s easy enough, anyhow, and Parson 
Nicholson should for once practise what ho preaches.

The Paris correspondent of the Catholic Times reports the 
miraculous cure of a young lady at tho shrino of Notre Dame 
do Rocamadour. No names and addresses of witnesses are 
given, and the young Ldy is referred to by initials. These 
stories are a good deal like those of converted infidels, got 
up in the interests of priests.

A priest was sent for,in haste to christen an infant whom

it was supposed would not live. The priest was away, and 
so Pat Murphy, who lived next door, volunteered to perform 
the ceremony. Taking some water and making the sign of 
the cross, he said, “ In the name of the father, and of the son, 
and of the ” — then scratching his head for a while, he mut
tered, “  Faith an’ I forgit the name of the other gintleman 1 ”

The Jewish World  says that in Silesia there has just 
occurred a parallel to the story of Jephthah. A workman in 
a Silesian village was suffering from influenza, and resorted 
to a wise woman or witch for the means of cure. She told 
him to take a stout sapling and give 3 good drubbing to the 
first old woman he met. He followed her advice, though it 
happened that the first person he met was his own mother. 
The old lady didn’t see the virtue of this new influenza cure, 
and had her son arrested and imprisoned for fourteen days.

William Herdy, a deacon in the church of Rev. John 
Calvin, a Methodist minister, of Green County, Alabama, 
accused Calvin of being intimate with his (Berdy’s) wife, and 
attacked him with a cane. The preacher drew a pistol and 
killed Herdy, and was arrested.

Says Wong Chin F oo : “ In most large cities in China 
where the Christian missionaries have not yet visited or made 
their homes, benevolent families have large tanks of hot tea 
placed daily upon the sidewalks for the poor, and there are 
no tickets or any other red-tape business attached to the 
thing either, as in Christian institutions, as I have seen it 
done upon the Bowery in New York. During the winter 
months scores and hundreds of rich families in Shanghai, 
Yung Chow, and in fact all the large cities of heathenish 
persuasion, would dole out brand new suits of warm clothing 
almost as free as their tea and rice to the needy poor ; and 
such was their confidence in their fellow-men that whoever 
applied for them would get them.”

Sunday base-ball playing is extending in the States. The 
most influential clubs in the Base-ball League have fixed 
matches for Sunday, The bigots in Kentucky are alarmed, 
and have presented a Bill to the State Legislature to prohibit 
Sabbath games. Let us all be unhappy on Sunday.

Mr. Pratt Wills, the secretary of the bankrupt Portsea 
Island Building Society, who is charged with misappropriating 
funds to the extent of over thirty thousand pounds, and 
thereby ruining hundreds of the most frugal of his fellow 
citizens, is a very pious person. Some time ago he discovered 
that a young lady, who is now a prominent member of the 
N. S. 8 ., had heretical views, and procured her dismissal from 
her post as governess. This same worthy was recently co
respondent in a divorce case, and adjudged to pay heavy 
damages. He stated to his assistant secretary that he is quite 
resigned to his fate. “  He has made his peace with God, and 
they could do what they liked with his body.”  Mr. Pratt 
Wills will make a worthy companion for Jacob, David, and '  
tho other elect of God. ____

The Rev. Henry Powell, of Bayswator, shot him«elf 
through tho chest and temple for reasons unknown. He 
has never been suspected of “  infidelity.”

Tho Rev. A. S. Herring, vicar of St. Paul’s, Peartree-street, 
Goswell-road, puts out big posters advertising his price for 
marriage banns Is. Od., ceremony 9s. 6d . ; also that there 
will be a “  Large Public Baptism ”  in the Herring tank on 
Eastor Thursday, when children will be baptised free gratis. 
No doubt many in his neighborhood would be better for a 
dip. Cannot the Rev. Mr. Herring be prevailed upon to 
throw in a littlo soap ? _____

The Rev. F. Baggally, vicar of Holy Trinity, Weymouth, 
has excited some indignation by his refusal to allow the 
Salvationists to bury a dead soldier of their “  army ”  in the 
parish burial ground, which was provided a few years since by 
public subscription. _____

Jay Gould, tho American millionaire gave 10,000 dole, 
to the New York Presbyterian Church, of which he is 
a member, and his daughter a leading saint. The Rev. 
Dr. Rainsford protested against taking money from “  a 
man who had done more to degrade and debauch the morals 
of business than any other citizen.”  Mr. Jay Gould there
upon gava twenty five thousand dollars to the University
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of New York, which, it is expected, will not look their 
gift horse in the mouth.

General Booth emphatically condemns the policy of the 
missionaries and the Government in educating the natives of 
India. He sees it helps to make them Freethinkers. He 
says the “  B.A.’s ”  are becoming a positive plague like the 
locusts. What the people of India want is not education, but 
blood and fire banners, with plentiful beating of the tom-tom.

Here is one of the S A. placards used at Leeds: “ W ar! 
War I ! War ! !! One week’s heavy firing 1 Salvation Army 
Barracks, North-street. Proclamation. Free Pardon I The 
King of Kings hereby offers free pardon to all the slaves of 
sin, i f  they will give up serving the Devil and trust in the 
blood of Christ, and join in the fight against Old Nick ! Any 
person refusing pardon on these terms will, on the Judgment 
Day, by command of tbe King, be turned into hell for ever.’ ’ 
Join in the fight against Old Nick means join the S.A. 
Heaven is for us, and hell for all the others.

The Bristol Christian Leader, a monthly magazine, con
tains a portrait and biographical sketch of the Bev. J. Moffat 
Logan, who recently debated with Mr. Foote. Mr. Logan 
appears to be a Glaswegian, and at one time he is alleged to 
have been a Freethinker. We are even told that he “  went 
about opposing Christians by every means in his power.”  Do 
any of our Scottish friends remember Mr. Logan in that 
role ? For some time, as a Christian minister, he was 
stationed at Halifax, and he boasts of having destroyed the 
N. S. S. Branch there. If this be true (we are not denying 
it, only we never heard of it before) our Halifax friends will 
be able to tell us all about it.

Mr. Logan is also stated to have “  three times crossed 
swords with Mrs. Besant,”  and to have had “  bouts ”  with 
Charles Bradlaugh and other Secular lecturers. Where and 
when ? We should be glad to know.

The Christian Leader gives an account of the Logan-Foote 
debate— of course from a party point of view. Of that, how
ever, we do not complain ; it is inevitable ; and perhaps the 
report is as fair as could be expected.

On one point the writer falls into the samo mistake as 
Mr. Logan fell into during the debate. Mr. Foote said he 
did not know how Paul could call Jesus the first fruit of them 
that slept if a wholesale resurrection of saints took place at 
the crucifixion. Mr. Logan replied that their resurrection 
was after the resurrection of Jesus. But the text does not 
say so. It only says that they came out of their graves after 
his resurrection and went into the holy city. Their graves 
were opened by the earthquake, said to have happened during 
the crucifixion, and “  many bodies of the saints which slept 
arose.”  There is a comma after “  arose,”  in our English 
version of Matthew, which Mr. Logan and his friends have 
overlooked.

Nor does this end the matter. Apart from those “  saints ”  
no less than three persons were raised from the dead by Jesus 
— the widow’s son, the ruler’s daughter, and Lazarus. In 
the case of Lazarus we are told that the corpse had begun to 
decompose. This was therefore an instance of resurrection 
from the dead before the death of Jesus. How then, even if 
we put the “  saints ”  aside, could Jesus be the first fruit of 
them that slept ?

One thing in the Leader report of the debate is amusing. 
The writer says the audience (of course ho means the Christian 
portion of it) laughed at Mr. Foote’s statement that Paul’s 
"  conversion ”  on the road to Damascus looked like “  the 
effect of a thunderstorm or a sunstroke.”  As a matter of 
fact, Mr. Foote said nothing about “  a thunderstorm.”  What 
he said was “  a sunstroke or a miracle.”  No doubt this was 
a novelty to the Loganites, as the Mercury called them, but 
that was due to their ignorance of the literature of the 
subject. Mr. Foote did not invent the “ sunstroke”  theory. 
It has been often advanced, and it is very consistent with the 
story. If a man is stricken down under a Syrian sun, and 
loses his eyesight and appetite, it looks more like a sunstroke 
than a visit from “  the blessed Savior.”

By the way, what are the “ patent ”  reasons why Mr. Logan 
declines a written debate. The only reason advanced by Mr.

Logan is that he does not wish to increase the circulation of 
the Freethinker. But there is no need to do that. The 
debate could be printed in book form without appearing in 
this journal. Neither disputant would be interrupted, and 
bad arguments would not be applauded by hot partisans. 
We made the offer in the interest of truth, but of course Mr. 
Logan is perfectly free to decline i t ; only he should not get 
his friends to talk about “  patent ”  reasons that are somewhat 
difficult to discover.

Ministerial privileges are being curtailed in New England. 
At Laconia, New Hampshire, the Eev. J. N. Haines has to 
stand on his trial on a charge of administering fcisses to divers 
ladies of his flock. The ladies of the church are all at sixes 
and sevens about th9 matter. Things have come to a pretty 
pass if the men of God cannot greet their sisters in the Lord 
with a holy kiss.

The Eev. E F . Clarke, of the Society of Jesus, who writes 
Scientific Jottings in the Kensington News over the signature 
of “  Mathetes,”  admits that something similar to Christian 
monasticism was indicated in the forest life of the old dwellers 
in India. He might have said that Christian monkery was 
anticipated almost in its entirety by the Buddhist monks of 
India and Thibet.

Catholic Austria leads the way in the returns of illegiti
macy. Its proportion of children born out of wedlock is 
14-89 ; Germany, mainly Protestants, has 9 -17 ; “ Infidel and 
immoral ”  France, 8'20, being exceeded by godly Scotland with 
8-34 ; England and Wales only show 4-C, and Holland 3 22.

“  Creed ”  is the religious name given to a large mining 
settlement in Colorado, where spiritual life mostly takes 
the shape of cocktails. The Eev. J, Gaston, of Ouray, 
recently went there and preached in the largest saloon 
in the camp. Ho took for his text “  If a man dies shall 
he live again.”  No sooner had he giveu out these words 
than the 300 men shouted as with one voice, “  Not in Creed.”

The Eev. William Smethurst Naylor, curate of St. Andrew’s, 
Burnley, has to hand over to Miss Douglas, of Prestwich, the 
sum of £300 as solatium for breach of promise of marriage. 
Some amusing and pious letters were read during the hearing 
of the case.

New Testament beliefs are illustrated in Patagonia, where 
doctors are known as “  devil exterminators.”  When a child 
is ill, it is supposed to be possessed by a devil— whatever the 
disease may be— and the doctor comes, smears tbe sufferer 
with clay, and pops his patient into a tight skin bag. When 
this is closed he opens a similar receptacle, drops in some 
pebbles and serpents’ teeth, and shakes it well to tempt the 
devil to jump in, finally dropping the bag into the nearest 
water. Then the sick child is released from its bag, tho
roughly washed, and wrapped in the skin of some animal. 
Should it not recover, the doctor declares that two devils 
fought for the child, and only supernaturally endowed medicine 
men are able to cope with a legion of dovils.

“  Peter Lombard ”  writes from Jerusalem to the Church 
Times, that going to see the pool of Siloam ho found a 
black hideous stream offensive to eyo and nostril, whore 
a woman was washing clothes. A good deal of the gilt 
would come off Jerusalem the golden if travellers told 
what they actually saw, and smelt.

Birmingham doos not want a now bishop, or at any rato 
don’t care to pay for the luxury. As the scheme cannot bo 
brought to maturity, the secretary has had to repay sub
scribers the sums guaranteed, and, in tho case of one large 
donation, with interest added.

Anthony Comstock, of the American Vico Society, of 
unenviable fame for tho prosecution of D. M. Bennett and 
Moses Harman, has at last come to grief. In tho recent 
decision in the case of C. N. Caspar, a Milwaukee bookseller, 
fined 500 dollars for sending objectionable literature through 
the mails, Judge Jenkins said ; “  There are some offences 
worse than the circulation of obsceno literature. One of 
these is the practice of fraud and lying of which Anthony 
Comstock has apparently been guilty. Mr. Comstock may 
be able to reconcile his conduct with the laws of God and 
morality, but the court cannot do s o / ’
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, March 27, Hall of Science, Old-street, E.O., at 11.15, 
“ The New County Council” ; at 7.15, “ Prayer and Provi
dence.”

Tuesday, March 29, Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road, 
E., at 8.30, “  Why I Cannot be a Christian.”

Thursday, March 31, Hall of Science, Old-street, London: 
at 8, “  The Code of Christ.”

April 3 and 10, Hall of Science; 17, Sheffield ; 24, Hall of 
Science.

May 1, Glasgow.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb . Charles Watts’ Engagements.— March 27, Birmingham. 
April 3, Manchester; 10 and 17, Birmingham; 24, Sheffield. 
May 1 and 8 (morning and evening) Hall of Science; 15 and22, 
Birmingham.— All communications for Mr. Watts Bhould be 
sent direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The Crescent, Bir
mingham.

L. D. H.—It is a private matter. Sorry you took so much 
trouble in vain.

J. Elsworth.—The Bible says that all the highest hills under 
heaven were covered. There are mountains five miles high. 
Read the story in Genesis for yourself, also Mr. Foote’s 
pamphlet on Noah's Flood.

A. E. M. says that a Salvationist exclaimed on Ramsgato beach 
“ Why give fourteen pence a pound for lamb when you can 
get the lamb of God for nothing ?”  Wo have hoard this 
“  blasphemy ”  before.

Y oung Atheist.—Wo did not say that Mr. Philip Wright was 
an Atheist. You must remember, however, that ho may call 
himself a Secularist and be an Atheist too.

W. R. Thompson.— Your manly Jotter has given us great 
pleasure. Wo aro proud to bo President of a Society that 
has such sturdy members. May the Ebchester Branch 
flourish as it deserves 1 We hope to meet your members, 
personally, perhaps before the Conference, but certainly then.

John.—-The circular is “ sickening,”  but of a very common 
typo in religious circles. Wrestling with the Lord often 
pays well. When Jacob did it he got a blessing, which was 
all the other party had at the time.

Puzzled (Bristol).— We are quite aware that thoso who make 
reason their guide sometimes fall into mistakes, and often 
difTor from oacli other ; in othor words, man is not infallible. 
But what of that? Do not pooplo who take the Bible as 
their guide mako mistakes and differ from each other ? Aro 
not the various sects founded upon such differences? And 
has not reason this advantage, that in time it corrects tho 
blunders of thoso who trust it ?

J. Wh ite .—It is not true that tho N. S. S. allows “ drinking, 
smoking, and card-playing at its meetings.”  The persons 
who told you so aro deceived. Wo aro tired of correcting 
tho misrepresentation.

W. M. Knox.—Shall appear.
J. Elliot.—You have simply to say “ I wish to affirm.”  If 

tho judge, magistrate, or coroner asks “  On what ground ?” 
you must reply cither “  I havo no religion« belief ” or “  Tho 
taking of an oath is contrary to my religious belief.” Tho 
court is then bound by tho Oaths Act to let you affirm. If 
you aro refused or insulted, or both, communicate at onco to 
Mr. Foote.

R. D. TunNKB.— If you want to havo a secular burial, when 
tho time comes, arrange tho rnattor with your relatives. If 
they will not comply with your wishes, send to Mr. Forder 
for a form, fill it in, return it to him, and it will be kept at 
the N. S. S. office. Tho document will authorise tho specified 
person to bury you according to your desires. Parsons havo 
no power to prevent people from being buried in their own 
fashion. They had tho power once, lyut they havo it no 
longer.

H. A ppkbley .— Pleased to hoar you find tho Freethinker tho 
most interesting and instructive paper” you havo ever 

read. See paragraph.
Lkkkky,—A n official circulnr from tho trustees of tho 

.brudlaugh Memorial Fund will bo issued shortly. Then you 
can direct your subscription towards tho Hail of Science

w Bi i CS e an<1 U "o  1lll1cre:,"° tho amount. Thanks for cuttings.
W ;, I ; i lAEK.RS- ¿ a<\ to ,u' :lr the courso of Free Lectures at 

Walthamstow has brought the Leyton Branch livo now 
members. Your determination to carry on two open-air 
stations during the summer is a good sign of progress. Thanks 
for tho succes-ful promotion of the sale of u,i„ journal

S. II. Al ison.—Surry to hear that you have reigned tlio 
socrotaryship of tho West 11am Branch, though pleased to 
know you will still “  take an activo ¡merest in the cause ” 
Kindly tell us, in confidence, your reasons for resirruinir 
What is the “  difference ” you refer to ?

J. H.— Josephus, the Jewish historian, was born at Jerusalem 
about a .d . 37. Ilis father was a loading Pharisee and should 
havo been m a position to know tho allegod wonderful events 
in Palestinb about that time. Josophus himself became

governor of Galilee and died a .d. 93. Philo, the Jewish 
philosopher, lived at the time assigned to Christ.

R. 0. Sm ith , hon. treasurer of the London Secular Federation, 
acknowledges:—W. Wheeler, 5s.; W. T. Leekey, Is.

H. W.— The “  sons of G od” in Job were angels, gentlemen 
with seats in the upper circle. They are identical with the 
“ sons of God”  in Genesis who “  saw the daughters of men 
that they were fair.”

Vegetarian.—Mr. Foote is not at tho Hall of Science on 
April 17. Mr. Parris occupies tho platform that day. He is 
a very able man. By all means take your friends to hear 
him.

W. H. M.—See reply to J. Elliott as to affirmation. The matter 
is simple enough. You are doing a good work. Private 
persons can sow the seed of Freethought as well as lecturers 
and writers. Much may be done in conversation.

R. J. Murray.—“  General Literature ”  is what the Yankees 
call a large order. We must know the special branch before 
we can advise— history, poetry, fiction, or what ?

Chatham Secularist.—A fuller report would be necessary to 
found a criticism upon.

W. Holland.— (1) Leaving the Freethinker in tramcars is 
sure to do some good. (2) Ships are called “  she.”  They 
almost look like living beings when under sail, and sailors 
you know are males. Perhaps that’s the reason.

S. J. Grant.— Certainly the new Bristol Branch is a curious 
result of “  infidel slaying.”  If the Christiana are satisfied, 
we are.

R. O. Ryan.—In our next.
Pa p e r s  Received.— Fritankaren—Truthseeker—Lichtfreund 

— Freidenker— Liberator—Two Worlds—Western Figaro— 
Boston Investigator— Freedom— Liberty—Der Arme Teufel 
— Progressive Thinker—Cosmopolitan— Flaming S w ord - 
Belter Way—Echo—Ironclad Age—Lucifer—Crossbearer— 
Craven Herald— Manchester Telegram—Bristol M ercury- 
Star—Manchester Examiner and Time;.— Bristol Christian 
Leader— Western Daily Free Press— Bristol Evening News 
—Open Court — Modern Thought — Twentieth Century—■ 
Liverpool Daily Post—West Ilam Herald—La Yerite—Lo 
Bluet—Trutli8ecker—Natal Advertiser.

Fbiknds who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if u 
reply is desired in tho current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following weok.

Litekaky communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica- * 
tious to Mr. It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Scale of Advertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisement» :—One inch, 
3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10». Special terms for 
repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Mr. Foote occupies tho Ilall of Science platform to-day 

(March 27). His morning subject is “  The New County 
Council,” his evening subject “  Prayer and Providence.”  
Prior to tho lecture, in addition to the music, Mr. Foote will 
read Georgo Meredith’s “ Juggling Jerry.”

Mr. Charles Watts had a very hearty reception on Sunday 
at the London Hull of Science. He was in good form and 
excited great enthusiasm. This week Mr. Watts has been 
debating at Sheffield with our old opponent Dr. McCann. 
Some account of tho debate will appear in our next issue.

Bethnal Oreen Freethinkers should bring their Christian 
friends and crowd the Libra Ilall on Tuesday evening, when 
Mr. Foote lectures on “ Why I cannot be a Cbrislian. ’ 
There is to bo a charge for admission, and the proceeds will 
go to tho Branch.

“ Tho Mythical Christ”  was the subject of Mr. Foote’s 
second Thursday evening lecture at the London Hall of 
Science. Mr. Charles Watts took tho chair, and there was a 
good attendance. Alter the lecture the Rev. F. Relton, of 
Chelsea, opposed on behalf of tho Christian Evidence Society. 
The hour's discussion was followed with close attention. It 
was admitted that Mr. Relton bore himself like a gentleman. 
We hope Mr. Engstrom will be able to find as courteous an 
opponent for each of the remaining two evenings. “  God the 
8on ”  is the subject for Thursday, March 24, and “ The Cede 
of Christ ”  for Thursday, March 81.
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For some reason or other Mr. Foote’s audiences at Wolver- 
hampton were not so large as usual. Perhaps the change of 
date had a bad effect. The worst of it was, the parcel of 
literature did not arrive. It may have been running round 
England on an excursion, or snugly hiding until it wasn't 
wanted in some luggage office. Anyhow it was not available, 
and the special Freethinker article on the Rev. 0. A. Berry 
(a local celebrity) was useless as far as Wolverhampton 
was concerned. Poor Mr. Wootton, the Branch secretary, 
was quite in the dumps. He went to the station so often 
to inquire about “  that parcel ”  that the officials got to 
“  see him coming.”

On Monday evening Mr. Foote broke new ground at War
rington with a discourse on “  Charles Bradlaugh.”  The 
meeting was organised by the Cheshire Branch, most of 
whose members live at Crewe. Six of them travelled the 
thirty miles or so to look after the business arrangements of 
the lecture. Mr. Fish came still further from Chester. All 
of them are working men 1 Surely their hearts are in the 
cause. Another visitor was Mr. Willock, the secretary of the 
Manchester Branch, who came over to see if arrangements 
could be made for a visit by Mr. Sam Standring. We hope 
he will soon go there and stir up the natives (they want it 
badly) with a rattling open-air lecture.

The Freethinker is going up in circulation at Warrington. 
Mr. Lewis reports the same at Crewe. Mr. Fish got a Chester 
newsagent to sell the paper, and guaranteed a dozen copies. 
That newsagent now sells three dozen weekly. Reader, why 
not take your part in getting newsagents to give the Free
thinker a ehance. We want no favor, but simply justice.

Mr. Sam Standring is delivering a course of Monday 
evening free lectures in the Manchester Secular Hall. Dis
cussion is courted, and special facilities will be afforded to 
representatives of the local Christian Evidence Society.

We congratulate Dr. T. R. Allinson. He has been to gaol 
# at last. The minions of the law took him to Holloway 

Prison (we know the shop) for wilful, obstinate, and persistent 
refusal to pay Church Rates. It happened last Thursday, 
March 17. The plucky doctor was booked for a month and 
settled down to enjoy the treat. But, alas, he was doomed to 
disappointment. A friend went and paid the rate and costs, 
and the doctor, who wanted to stop in Her Majesty’s Holloway 
Hotel, was turned out by the people who dragged him in.

Dr. Allinson deserves the thanks of every Freethinker and 
every Dissenter, We hope his example will be followed by 
other ratepayers in Marylebone. It is simply infamous, at 
this time of day, that Church parsons should be allowed to 
sweat their neighbors. Let them earn their own living, or 
beg it, or borrow it, but don’t let them steal it.

Mr. Holyoake has presented a complete set of all his works, 
including The Reasoner and books on Co-operation, to the 
Secular Union of Victoria, British Columbia. It is very 
difficult now to collect a complete set of the whole of Mr. 
Holyoake’s publications, and it was thought that the collec
tion might be a distinction in British Columbia. They were 
consigned to Mr. Simeon Duck, a well-known and esteemed 
citizen of Victoria. _____

Mr. A. B. Moss closes his Deptford campaign this evening 
(March 27) with a lecture on “  The Triumph of Secularism.” 
Lecture Hall, High-street, at 7.30. We hope there will be a 
good meeting.

The joint-committee of the Logan-Foote debate held a 
final meeting on Saturday evening. The sum of £43 2s. l id .  
was found to be realised for the Bristol Children’s Hospital.
A  hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 0 . Dudderidge, 
the committee’s chairman. Mr. Dudderidge, who is a sound 
Radical and liberal-minded on religion, thanked the Free
thinkers for their courtesy, and hoped to meet them again 
some other day. _____

The South Shields Branch has done very little lecturing of 
late, in consequence of the Free Library Hall being monopo
lised by the Christians. They are now free to U3e it, how
ever, and courses of special lectures will be delivered every 
month. Miss Campbell and Mr. Dipper take all the Sundays 
in April.

The Sunderland Branch is making another effort, and on 
Sunday night met at the Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street. 
It was decided to recommence the weekly meetings at the 
house on April 3, when Mr. Coopar, of South Shields, will be 
invited to lecture.

The Battersea Branch holds its quarterly Tea and 
Entertainment to-day (Sunday, March 27) at 5.30. Tickets, 
6d. each, can be had at the hall or at outdoor meeting on 
Sunday morning. The quarterly meeting takes places at 
3.30. All members should attend, likewise any Freethinker 
who wishes to join the Branch.

The Congress of the German Freethinkers’ Union will take 
place in Erfurt in May. The reactionary measures of the 
Government demand increased union and activity among our 
German brethren.

In the Open Court, of Chicago, for March 3, Mr. M. D. 
Conway gives a translation of the Declaration of Rights 
drawn up by Thomas Paine and Condorcet, and submitted to 
the French Convention in 1793. Mr. Conway says the 
document has attracted no study, but it well deserves the 
attention of those interested in political philosophy. “ It 
impresses me as far surpassing any other instrument of the 
kind known in European or American history.”

Moncure D. Conway, in a lecture before the Philadelphia 
Ethical Society on a recent Sunday, said that Thomas Paine 
was the first advocate of the emancipation of the colored race, 
and his pamphlet on that question, published in April, 1775, 
was followed thirty-five days afterwards by the formation of 
an anti-slavery society. He sought to prevail upon his 
intimate friend, Thomas Jefferson, to have inserted an 
emancipation clause in the declaration of independence, but 
the plan was successfully opposed by slave-owners in the 
northern and southern States. It was he who penned the 
proclamation of emancipation in Pennsylvania, setting free all 
the people held in bondage in that State.

As founder and editor of the Pennsylvania Magazine, ho 
attacked the practice of duelling, denounced the ill-treatment 
of the brute creation, saying that “  kindness to animals is 
faith in God,”  and eloquently urged the elevation of woman
kind. Although as a Quaker he would not resent a personal 
indignity, when the life of an infant republic was at stake he 
shouldered his musket in defence of this country.

The controversy of the ministers with Ingersoll in the 
New York Evening Telegram has had the good effect of 
bringing the Colonel out. Wo see that he lectured at the 
Broadway Theatre, New York, on March 6 on his old 
subject, Myth and Miracle.

A  report in the New York Press, says Ool. Ingersoll made 
his audience laugh itself into tears. Speaking of miracles, 
Ingersoll said : “  The present insists on common sonso.
I say to a man to-day, ‘ Eighteen or twenty thousand 
years ago they raised men to life.’ Ho replies, ‘ Yes, I 
inow it.’ I then say, ‘ Ten or twenty thousand hence 
they will raise them all.’ IIo roplies, 1 I think so, too.’ 
Then I say, ‘ I saw a man raised to life yesterday.’ My 
friend roplies, ‘ What asylum did you get out of ? ’ ”

Mr. Benjamin R. Tucker, the editor of Liberty, of 
Boston, is going to move his paper and publishing establish- 
mon to New York.

Captain Robert Adams, President of the Canadian Secular 
Union, has been interesting himself in a Bill to permit 
affirmation in Canada. He writos: “  lion, Wilfrid Laurier, 
M.P., Leader of the Opposition in the House of Commons, 
writes regarding the proposed Oaths Bill— ‘ I am altogether 
with you on this question, and I will be glad if, as you say, 
the Government will countenance the measure.’ Sir Donald 
A. Smith also writes a most cordial letter, and pledges 
himself anew to the hearty support of tho Bill.”

Secular Thought, of March 12, gives its readers a portrait 
and biography of Mr. B. F. Underwood, a well-known Free- 
thought lecturer of the States.

A new Freethought Association has been started at 
Detroit, under the title of the Investigators Society.
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The Boston Investigator is about to enter on its sixty-second 
year. This is a venerable record for a Freethought paper, 
and we are glad to add the Investigator is as lively, fresh, and 
original as when we first made its acquaintance.

The Society of Human Progress, New York, has hired the 
Carnegie Recital Hall, Fifty-seventh-street, for a series of 
Freethought discourses by ex-Rev. H. Frank, author of The 
Evolution o f  the Devil. ____

The twentieth anniversary of Mazzini’s death was celebrated 
at Naples by an oration from the ardent Freethinker Professor 
Giovanni Bovio, who is a deputy to the Italian Parliament.

The Brisbane Freethought Association is now located at 
Centennial Hall, the largest hall in the city. Mr. Wallace 
Nelson delivered the opening lecture to a very large audience.

Modern Thought, of Bombay, has completed its first 
volume, to which it has issued an index containing a goodly 
list of articles. By its bold and vigorous onslaught on 
all forms of superstition, our contemporary is doing a 
good and much-needed work in India.

We have never disguised the fact that it will take a long 
pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether, to bring the London 
Hall of Science project safely into harbor. No apology is 
needed, therefore, for continually pressing upon Freethinkers 
the necessity of their prompt as well as generous assistance. 
Considering the many recent claims upon the Freethought 
party, we are very far from complaining of the amount of 
support already accorded to the scheme for securing head
quarters for the N. S. S., which shall be at the same time a 
substantial memorial to Charles Bradlaugh. But as the 
deposit of £300 is paid, and the Directors must take posses
sion at Midsummer, it is highly desirable that a very much 
larger number of shares should be taken up immediately. 
This will allow the calls to be made without undue haste, 
and enable the Directors to take possession of the premises 
■with no greater mortgage than the first contemplated £1,000. 
To this end £2,000 should be raised by Midsummer, and we 
should like to see that sum distributed over four or five 
thousand shares. As there is only a period of three clear 
months before that date, we earnestly appeal to the whole 
Freethought party, and especially to the rank and file of the 
party, to apply for shares without delay. Those who can 
take shares and do not, those who hold back until too late, 
will be responsible for the mischief that must happen if this 
project should by any chance come to grief.

TH E  M A RR IAG E  OF GOD AND TH E DEVIL.*
(From, the "  Twentieth Century.’ ')

P er v e r t e d  notions of Deity and Devil have been more 
effectual evils in the mental world than all other delusions. 
Doubtless there may be scientific and healthful interpreta
tions o f these universal conceptions which, rightly under
stood, may be uplifting to the ra ce ; but as they have been 
historically interpreted, they have resulted chiefly in evil. 
It would require a mirid of fine microcosmic qualities to 
discover the dividing line between the conceptions of Deity 
and Devil as they have developed side by side through all 
the centuries. I venture to speak upon the marriage of 
God and the Devil, for in truth these two notions have 
always gone together; they have been inseparably wodded 
m all the nations. But though they have been so closely 
related (perhaps their real relation is more like that of the 
¡■Siamese twins than that of husband aud wife), nevertheless 
“ * y  have been so constantly interchanged as to make it 
difficult at times to tell which was God and which Devil.

The God of every ago has become the Devil o f the next 
■—the God o f one people, the Devil o f all its neighbors. 
Indeed, the same spirit prevails to-day. The Protestant 
regards the Catholic God as a very black Devil, while the 
Catholic reciprocates the compliment with eloquent agility. 
Not long ago Protestants thought Methodists had horns 
being genuine offspring of their Devil-G od; while the 
Methodists regarded the Presbyterian God as a first-class 
butcher, who taught his noble son Calvin his bloody art to 
perfection. This, however, is a very ancient habit among

x . ! A„ lec.tur! . deIlvere<1 at Derkeley Lyceum, Sunday evenin 
trogreii ^  Frank, lecturer fur the Society of Uumu

all religious people. The Jewish God, for instance, was at 
one time Satan himself. That is, Satan was a primitive 
God of Palestine, and when the Jewish hordes overran that 
country they embraced the ruling God. But in the course 
of ages the Jews improved their manners, and under the 
leadership of Moses found a God in the woods whom they 
called Jehovah. After they had become fully acquainted 
with their W ood-God Jehovah, they learned to detest their 
former God Satan, and so called him the King o f Devils. 
All these facts can be easily proved by the Jewish scrip
tures.

Just so soon as one nation conquered another the gods 
of the victims became very base in the ayes of the victors, 
and they straightway reduced them to the level of devils. 
From this fact we learn that gods were very handy 
instruments in the employment of warriors. They did 
better work than sword and cannon and fire; for if you 
once degrade your victim into a worshipper o f the Devil 
and an infidel to the true God, you have for ever damned 
him. Therefore the victors ever paraded their gods upon 
their shields and banners, and dragged their conquered 
gods (the devils) behind their chariot wheels.

But this is the precise religious method utilised to-day. 
When a worshipper of the prevailing God— the Jewish 
Christian Deity— opens his eyes sufficiently to discern his 
real nature, he rebels ; he sees he is worshipping a monster. 
Henceforth to him the Christian God (i.e., the theological 
God— the God of the dogmaticians) is a devil, and his 
allegiance is foresworn. But the Christian can play better 
at this game, because the Christian practically owns the 
social and political age. Hence he turns upon the rebel, 
and charges him with having denied the true God and 
become a follower of the Devil. Therefore he cries 
“  Atheist.”  But from the philosophic infidel’s view-point 
there are no greater Atheists, no stouter doniers of 
nature’s true god, than these self-same God-worshipping 
Christians.

Therefore I say God and the Devil are one and the same. 
They are both merely expressions of men's ideas, and they 
become God or Devil as they are happily or unhappily 
entertained. All depends upon a man’s religious appetite. 
Some days, when one’s stomach enjoys an especially good 
digestive condition, hardtack and boiled beans and pork 
will constitute an unusually relishable meal. On that day 
boiled beans, as it were, is his gastronomic god. But on 
some other day, when his stomach is soured and he can eat 
nothing but thin mutton broth, boiled beans become a 
distressing devil to his whole system. That is the way 
God and the Devil have interchanged relations all through 
history.

To make my position clear I  will venture to assert that 
God always stands as the symbol of authority and the Devil 
as the symbol of iniquity. Now, in different ages these 
symbols are interchanged; what is iniquity at one time 
being goodness at another, and what is authority at one 
period at another becoming utterly powerless. Hence I 
understand the marriage of God and the Devil to consist 
in the union of authority and iniquity. Whenever wrong 
sits in high authority, then you have the marriage of God 
and the Devil.

Now, the first place where I should look for the exist
ence of this abnormal union would bo where you would 
least expect to find it— namely, in the Church of God. 
Here, without a doubt, God is in authority, and here, too, 
the Devil reigns. The Church seems to be established aa 
the great social master of ceremony. The Church is the 
medium of social advantages— little more. The vast 
membership of the Church is sustained because she is 
capable of compelling communicants to enlist, for without 
her help social position aud success in business are not to 
be procured.

The Church has become the tool of fashion and the 
victim of wealth. She dare not raise her voice against any 
of the existing evils which attack the representatives of 
stolen wealth, because in so doing she strikes her blows at 
the pillars that uphold her. The rich churches of this city 
are maintained by the wealth of social princes, stolen on 
Wall-street or procured by the outrageous right of in
heritance; and the preacher who dares to lift his voice 
against their repulsive methods of business would be at 
once ejected from his pulpit. I can understand how some 
day the laboring classes will appreciate the fact that the 
organised Church, which is the real conservator of all 
oxisting wrongs, is the greatest enemy which confront*
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them. Some day I  believe the multitudes who are held in 
the grip of poverty will understand that their tyrants and 
oppressors are those who are worshipping God on cushioned 
seats and in silken surplices, and then, on that dies irce, I 
believe they will march in loDg processions to the doors of 
those churches and clamor for their rights, as once the 
submerged masses of Paris howled before the doors of 
Louis and his unfortunate queen.

When that terrible day comes, then the beginning of the 
world’s greatest revolution will be in hand. Either the 
Church must be converted into a defender of the people’s 
rights or the power o f the Church must be demolished, 
before the toiling victims of social oppression will ever 
secure justice, success, and contentment. Hence, I say in 
the Church you will find the Christian God married to the 
Devil of social tyranny and economic injustice. Therefore, 
not until this social God of Christianity shall be generally 
regarded as a devil need you ever look for such a read
justment of social relations as shall constitute the regene
ration of society.

For this social God preaches through the 10,000 dol. 
lips of his chosen preachers that poverty is one of the 
natural and ineradicable conditions o f society. It was' 
foreordained aloDg with Calvin’s election and reprobation 
that seven-eighths of the world’s people should be poor 
and one-eighth r ich ; that the one-eighth should live off 
the hard-earned coins of the seven-eighths, while they 
should live off the sweat of their brows. But the Church 
throws the sop of solace to the Cerberus of injustice by 
executing innumerable promissory notes for the benefit of 
the believing portion of mankind. “  In the world ye shall 
have tribulation,”  she teaches. “  The poor ye have always 
w iih y o u ” ; ‘ ‘ Blessed are the p o o r ” ; “ Blessed are the 
meek ”  ; “  Blessed are thpy that mourn ”  ; “  Blessed are 
they tbat hunger and thirst.”  “  For behold,”  she says,
“  I have executed sight drafts for you on the Bank of 
Heaven. Rich enough will you be when you get there. 
For these drafts are all written and sealed with the blood 
o f Jesus.”

And 15,000,000 fools in the United States gratefully 
receive these sight drafts, stow them away in safety 
vaults, and continue in their poverty, their degradation, 
and their shame, all for the “  love of Jesus.” Precious 
innocents ! Beautiful dupes!

(To be concluded).

THE REV. HUGH PRICE HUGHES.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “  FREETHINKER.”

WITH reference to a remark as purporting to be made at 
Banbury by the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, upon which you 
comment in your issue for March 13, it is but right to say 
that Mr. Hughes had some foundation to go  on. Mr. 
Hughes showed mo the secular work dono at his Mission 
House in Golden-square, which I thought a new and useful 
addition to Methodism. Ho remarked that Cleveland Hall 
had passed into their hands. I, supposiug similar work was 
being done there, said “ I was g la d ”  it was so. I know 
that Cleveland Hall had long been a mere dancing building, 
over which we bad no control, but were made answerable 
for it in public opinion because it was built out of the 
Jenkins Bequest left to a party of our way of thinking, 
who, as you say, ought to still possess it. I was glad wo 
were relieved by a semi-secular Methodist occupation of 
all responsibility regarding the place. All the same I 
think dancing, well conducted, is in its place as good as 
Methodism.

My saying that “  had Wesleyanism in my youth been 
tolerant, friendly to political linerty, and taken as much 
interest in material improvement as Mr. Hughes and his 
friends appear to do now, I might not have been a Secu
larist,”  was saying no more than Danton might have said had 
he declared that if the French monarchy had not been selfish, 
vicious and oppressive, he probably would not have been a 
revolutionist. In my youth I was a constant and admiriug 
hearer of Methodist preachers, and had they been for reason 
and secular welfare I might have joined them. But had they 
encouraged me to reason, I should have left them when I 
found their tenets unreasonable. I should have had respect 
for them in their secular work, if they had done any in my 
day— which they not only did not, but denounced those 
who did.

I need not say I am at an antipodean distance from Mr. 
Hughes iu theology j but I have respect for him for his 
leoular work, G. J. HOLYOAKE.

B O O K  C H A T .

Mirabeau was the greatest figure in the French Revolution. 
He was also an Atheist. His career, therefore, is exceptionally 
interesting to Freethinkers.

* * *
It is curious that such a man as Mirabeau should have no 

biography in English. Carlyle indeed wrote a brilliant Essay 
upon the Titan, and carefully cut his statue for the gallery 
of the History of the French Revolution. But there is no real 
Life of Mirabeau in our language. Hor can it be said that 
the French have done justice to one of the most remarkable 
of their orators and statesmen.

* * *
Welcome, then, is the Vie de Mirabeau, by A. Mezieres, 

of the French Academy, just published by Hachette. It is 
an admirable piece of work from every point of view. The 
materials for a scientific study of Mirabeau had already been 
collected, chiefly by Louis de Lomenie and his son Charles. 
M. Mezieres was in consequence free to pen this monograph, 
at once solid and brilliant, without encumbering his pages 
with a profusion of details. He has painted, so to speak, a 
fine historical portrait. He has aimed at truth as well as 
pictorial effect; for, as he observes, no artifice of talent is a 
substitute for verisimilitude.

*  *  *

Space does not permit us to dwell upon the political aspects 
of Mirabeau’s career; his partin the opening drama of the 
Revolution, his ideas of government, his conception of con
stitutional monarchy, his relations with Louis and Marie 
Antoinette. M Mezi^res’ criticism of these things is of the 
texture of his study and cannot well be extracted. On the 
question of Mirabeau’s alleged venality, however, we may 
remark that he takes the Titan’s own view of the matter. 
“  Paid, but not bought,”  said Mirabeau of himself. He wanted 
money for all sorts of purposes, and he obtained it, but it did 
not render him false to his principles.

*  *  *

Mirabeau’s death was a magnificent episode. “  After 
a life so stormy and full of divagations,”  says M. Mezieres, 
“ he accepted death with superb tranquility, without a 
shadow of moral disquietude, without any thought of the 
beyond. The pagan culture and philosophy of the eighteenth 
century had uprooted in him the last vestiges of Christian 
belief. Dying, he thought of the present hour, of that 
human glory he had so striven for, not of eternity. To 
the very last he would play his part, surprise his 
contemporaries, and excite their admiration by bis firmness 
in face of death.”

• • *
Mr. Charles Watts has issued a new pamphlet on Bible 

Morality (London : Watts and Co. 3d). It is thoughtful 
and eloquent, and should have a wido circulation.

* • »
Mr. G. J. Ilolyoake's "  Sixty Years of an Agitator’s Life,”  

to which wo frequently called attention during its appearanco 
in the Netccastle Weekly Chronicle is, wo are glad to learn, 
shortly to bo published in book form by Mr. Fisher Unwin.

•  *  *

A new volume of the Walt Whitmanish poems, entitled 
Towards Democracy, is to bo issued by the samo publisher. 
The writer is Mr. Edward Carpenter, author of England's 
Ideal, and one of the most noticoable of the Socialist school. 

• * *
It is now just one hundrod years since Herbert Marsh 

published his Authenticity o f  the Five Books o f  Moses Con
sidered, and thirty years since Oolenso published the first part 
of his work on the Pentateuch, The slow-moving clergy 
have, however, not yot agree! to givo up Moses lost Jesus 
Christ should slip after him. But year b y y e ir  the tide of 
heterodoxy goes stronger even in tho Church. This is 
evinced by Canon Driver’s concise and clear Introduction to 
the Literature o f  the Old Testament, having reached a third 
edition, with two new indices, and by tho re-issuo of an 
enlarged edition of Prof. Robertson 8mith’s Old Testament in 
the Jewish Church, which was reviewed in our columns on its 
first appearance some ten years ago.

•  •  *
Messrs. George Bell and Sons aro about to publish a volurno 

of essays by Anna Swan wick, tho translator of Goethe, under 
the title of Poets: the Interpreters o f  their Times.

•  *  •

Professor Karl Pearson, author of The Ethic o f  Freethoughh 
writes the latest volume of Walter Scott's Contempor»*/
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Science Series. It is entitled The Grammar o f  Science. Prof. 
Pearson expects science to supersede all theology.

*  #  *

Those interested in archaeology ■will take note of Chapman 
and Hall’s publication of a translation of G. Maspero’s work 
on Ancient Egypt and Assyria.

* * *
Strictures Upon the Salvation Army, by C. Hemington 

(Kirby, 17 Bouverie-street), is a twopenny pamphlet by a 
Calvinist who considers Booth’s doctrines unscriptural and 
his methods blasphemous. He cites adverse opinion on the 
Army from the late Lord Shaftesbury and Mr. R. C. L. Bevan.

THE LAY OF THE LAST MINISTER. 
A Fobecast.

T he words were long, the subject bold,
The minister infirm and old.
His threadbare gown and tie of grey,
Seemed to have known a better day.
The Bible, now his only joy,
The people threatened to destroy ;
The last of all the Cloth was he 
Who talked of Hell and Trinity.
For many a day their date was fled,
His sober brethren all were dead ;
And he distressed by laugh and hiss,
Wished to be with them, and in Bliss.
No longer, prancing, would he yell,
Of writhing souls condemned to H ell;
No longer now a leading light,
In pulpit high, a welcome sight.
He preached to child and elder grey,
His much-premeditated say.
Old faiths were changed, beliefs were gone—  
Reason at last was on the throne.
The people, freed from tyrant God,
Had called his maudlin creed a fraud.
A  saddened preacher, moved to teats,
Talked mystery to unheeding ears.
And told, alas! to empty pews,
The once accredited “  good news.”
He paused— not half his sermon read—
Looked up to heaven, “  Would I were dead.”
Full long he gazed with wistful eye—
No humbler resting-place was nigh.
The steal gleams bright, tho deed is done,
Ah 1 now the gate of heaven is won,
Which oft sont back to deathless grave 
The honest, ignorant, and the bravo.
But ne’er was closed (how could it be ?)
Against the righteous Pharisee.
God marked the aged preacher's mien,
His joyful look, and soul as lean,
And bade the angels tend him well 
For he had scarce escaped from hell 1 
Heaven’s gates were closed, and ne’er again 
Would open to the sons of men ;
For Reason's power— Religion’s doom—
Had made them heedless of the tomb 1

J. A. Gibson.

_ “  Mamma, is God an Englishman ? ”  asked an American 
girl. “ No, my dear; why do you ask? ”  "Because Mr. 
1 rayman addressed him on Sunday as Lord God.”

Some progressive and a conservative theologians were 
discussing tho higher criticism of tho Bible tho other day. 
“  The fact of the matter is," said ono in concluding the 
argument, “  that the methods of tho progressive theologians 
are historical. “  And, pray," a, kod the othei.( „  what
are our methods? "Hysterical,”  replied tho liberal 
brother.

"N o , sir!”  exclaimed old Deacon Ironside, bringing 
his fist down hard on his work bench. «  I'm agin women 
preachin' 1 An’ so was Paul.”  “  But if you will read 
Paul closely,”  suggested Elder Keepalong, "y o u  may come 
to a different conclusion. Some of the brightest preachers 
at that ecumenical council in Washington— ”  «• 8top
right ^hore. Elder,”  retorted the deacon. "  It’ s an 
ecumenical council, ain’ t i t ? ” "Certainly.”  “ And what 
kind of a thing would an ecuwomonical council bo ? No, 
sir 1” roared Deacon Ironside, “  it won't do 1 It won’t do 1’

THE BENEFIT OF HELL!
Dr. Jonathan Edwards was the greatest theologian ever 

prodneed in New England, and one of the most logical that 
ever lived. He had no sympathy with the flabby Christianity 
which has come to the fore in our time, and boldly 
announced the doctrines of Christ. Hell he believed was 
a terrible reality for sinners, not a surmise to be explained 
away, and he wrote a book to show that the punishments 
of the damned would be everlasting. In Sermon xi., he says, 
“  I shall mention several good and important ends which 
will be obtained by the eternal punishment of the wicked.

" T h e  saints will be made more sensible how great their 
salvation is. When they shall see how great the misery 
is from which God has saved them, and how great the 
difference he hath made between their state and the state 
of others who were by nature, and perhaps by practice, no 
more sinful and ill-deserving than they, it will give them 
a sense of the wonderfulness of God’s grace. . . . The view 
of the misery of the damned will double the ardor of the 
Iovq and gratitude of the saints in heaven.

"  The sight of hell-torments will excite the happiness 
of the saints forever. It will give them a more lively 
relish of their own happiness 1”

D O X O L O G Y .
“  I am pained to the heart,”  said the Nebraska clergyman, 

"  to know that several members of my congregation paid 
their money the other evening to witness a dog fight. I 
cannot understand why men who claim to be Christians, 
who are husbands and fathers, should care to be present 
where brute ferocity and bloodshed are the only attractions. 
My anguish is deepened by the knowledge that one of the 
contending beasts was owned by Brother Whiteside, whose 
labors in behalf of the benighted heathen have hitherto 
endeared him to me. I must call upon the brother for 
explanation.”

“  Your reverence,”  said Mr. Whiteside, “  while I know 
that my conduct has not been exemplary, I feel that I am 
not entirely to blame. Being certain that my dog could 
whip anything in the county— ”

“  Your dog,”  interrupted the good man, “  can do nothing 
of the kind. My brindled pup, which is not a year old, 
can chew the tar out of any four-legged beast you have 
on your ranch. If you don’t believe it, I will arrange a 
match after tho final doxology for money, marbles, or 
chalk. The services will now be resumed, and I will 
endeavor, in my weak way, to show that the merciful 
man is merciful to his beast, and that cruelty to animals 
is ono of the crying evils of the day and generation.”  
— Nebraska Journal.

T he Chbistian ¡Scheme.— Had the inventors of this story 
told it the contrary, that is, had they represented the 
Almighty as compelling Satan to exhibit himself on a 
cross in the shape of a snake, as a punishment for his 
new transgression ; the story would have been less absurd, 
less contradictory. But instead of this they make the 
transgressor triumph and tho Almighty fall.” — Dr. E . V. 
Kcncalg, “  The Hook o f  God," p. 515.

N i wcasti.k-on-T ynk Malthusian D kfknck Fund.—A. J. 
Lovell, 2s. 6(1.; G. W. Cliipperfiold, 2s. 6d.; J. Lee, Is .; J. 
Hall, 6(1.; J. Marr, 6<1.; J. Foreman, 5s.; G. Horton, 2s. 6 d .; . 
S. Hartmann, 5s.; \V. M. Knox, Is.; Mrs. Knox, Cd.; G. 
Cummings, Is .; W. McTcar, Is .; T. Millar, Cd.; R. Carrol, I s .;
E. M., Od.; J. Christ, Cd.; L. G. Almighty, Cd.; J. W. S., I s . ;
W. .1. Morrison, Od.; T. Chase, Cd.; W. M. McAlistor, I s . ; G. J. 
Warren, Is .; J. F. Harris, Is. Total amount received up to 
March 17, £12 Os. 2d.; total expenditure, £21 12s. Cd.; leaving 
a balance of £17 13s. 8d. Tho estimated cost, covering all 
expenses of tho forthcoming trial, is £20 ; loaving a deficiency 
of £2 6s. 4d. yet to mako up. Friends having collecting cards 
are earnestly requested to send thorn in nt once, as tho _com- 
mittoo wish to closo this fund for tho prosont. Many friends 
who havo subscribed to this fund have intimated their willing
ness to rendor further assistance, in tho event of an adverse 
vordict at tho forthcoming trial of Mr. Loador necessitating an 
appeal to a highor court. Tho cornmittoo earnestly hope that 
this will bo unnecessary, but if such a contingency should 
ariso wo feel confident, judging from tho generous responso 
ftivou to our present appeal, that wo shall ho supported in a 
liko generous mannor, in whatever further steps it may be 
necessary for us to take in order to vindicate the right of 
free discussion of such an important subject as Neo-Mal
thusianism. Thanking all subscribers on behalf of tho Defence 
Committee, I remain, ladios and gcnllcmon, Joseph llnowN, 
Hon. Sec. Newcastle Neo-Malthusian Defence Committee, 83 
Durham-streot, Newcastle-on-Tyno,
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PROFARE JOKES,
Adam’s fall is supposed to have happened in the after

noon— at the approach of Eve.
Pious Lady : “  Do you know what becomes of little boys who 

swear ? ”  Little boy : “  Yes’m. W ’en they, gits big ’nough 
they make policemen of them.”

Mother: “  And if I tell you the story about the babe 
in the manger and the wise men from the East, Bobby, 
will you go to sleep ? ”  Bobby (after studying for a : 
moment: “ No, ma, you tell me the story about Jack the 
Giant-Killer first, and then I’ll go to sleep while you’re , 
telling about the babe in the manger.”

An Upton Museum Manager : “  The preaeher at our 
church last night talked about a Mrs. Lot who had turned 
into a pillar of salt.”  Assistant: “  Y es ; I’ve heard about 
it.”  Museum Manager: “  Well, why in thunder didn’t 
you let me know about it ? I ’ll bet four dollars some other 
museum will get hold of the freak before we do.”

SU NDAY M EETINGS.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked «  Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card.]

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS,
T ouzeau P auius, 28 Rivercourt-road, Hammersmith, London, 

W .—March 27, Sheffield. April 3, Merthyr; 17, Hall of Science ; 
24, Milton Hall.

A&thub B. iloss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E* 
—March 27, Deptford; 30, West Southwark Liberal and Radical 
Club. April 3, afternoon, Finsbury Park; 10, morning, Mile 
End; 17, morning, Westminster; evening, Woolwich; 24, morn- 
ing, Hornsey. May 1, morning, Camberwell; 8, Clerkenwell; 
15, morning, Westminster; 22, morning, Mile End. June 5, 
morning, Camberwell; 12, Clerkenwell; 19, morning, Hornsey. 
July 3, morning, Camberwell; 10, Clerkenwell; 17, morning, 
Westminster.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter's Park, London, W.— 
March 27, Camberwell.' April 3, Hyde Park ; 10, Kilburn; April 
17 to May 1, Annual Tour. May to Sept., all mornings booked.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich. — March 27, evening, New- 
ing on Reform Club. April 3, Southampton; 10, morning, 
Bethnal Green; evening, Battersea; 24, morning, Victoria Park; 
evenin’.', Camberwell. May 1, morning, Victoria Park; evening, 
Battersea.

C. Coiiex, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E. —. 
April 3, afternoon, Victoria Park ; 10, morning, Bethnal Green; 
afternoon, Victoria Park; 17, morning, Mile End Waste; 24, 
afternoon, Victoria Park.

Sam Standeino, 2 Morton-street, C.-on-M., Manchester. — 
March 28, Manchester. April 3, Leeds; 4, Manchester; 10, 
Wigan; 11, Manchester.

LONDON.
Ball’s Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green-road: 7, T 

Crisfield, «  Hypnotism: what is it (free).
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 3.30, 

members’ quarterly meeting, important business; 5.30, tea and 
entertainment (tickets 6d.). Tuesday, at 8, social gathering. 
Wednesday, at 8, dramatic class.

Bethnal Green — Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road: 
5.30, tea (tickets 6d.); 7, music (free); 7.30, entertainment by the 
Milton Hall Dramatic Company, followed by dancing (free). 
Tuesday, at 8.30, G. W. Foote, “  Why I Cannot be a Christian” 
(3d. and 6d.).

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, 8.E.: 11.30, debating class, 
Elocution; 7.30, C. J. Hunt, “ Christ: God, Man, or Myth ?” 

Deptford—Lecture Hall, High-street: 7.30, A. B. Moss, “ The 
Triumph of Secularism.”

Forest Gate—The Hall Liberal and Radical Association), Broad
way, E .: Thursday, at 8, a free lecture.

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.U.: 11.15, G. W. Foote, “ The 
New County Council” (free); 6.45, music; 7.15, G. W. Foote, 
«  Prayer and Providence” (3d., 6d., and Is.). Thursday, at 8, G. W. 
Foote, “  The Code of Christ" (opposed by representatives of the 
Christian Evidence Society) (3d., 6d., and Is.).

Hammersmith—Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday, 
at 8, O. J. Hunt, “ Salvation.”

Milton Hall, Hawley-crescent, Kentish Town-road, N.W .: 7, 
orchestral band ; 7.30, Mrs. Annie Besant, “ Giordano Bruno: his 
Life and Works.” At 7 Kentish Town-road, at 3.30, debating class, 

West Ham—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow : 7. Stanley 
Jones, “ Man and his Relations.” Thursday, at 8, open debate.

Westminster—Liberal and Radical Club, Chapter-street: 7
F. Haslam, “ The House of Brunswick.”

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, F. Haslam, “ The Bible and 

Science.”
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, E. Calvert, “ The 

Darwinian Hypothesis” ; 3.30, J. Rowney, “ The Creation Story.’ 
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, W. Norrish will lecture. 

COUNTRY.
Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge-street:

7, Charles Watts, “ The Difficulties of Theism.”
Bristol—St. James’s Hail: 7, J. Rogers, “ Evolution and 

Morals.’’
Chatham — Old George Inn: 6.30, F. J. Boorman, “ The 

Principles of Organic Life.”
Edinburgh—Labor Hall, 50 South Bridge: 2 SO, reading circle 

for young members; 6.3 ,̂ J. G. Nicolson, “ Man and the Lower 
Animals.”

Glasgow—Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: Miss Ada 
Campbell, U.3n, “  Religion and Morality ” ; 2.30, “ Woman: her 
Needs and Sufferings” ; 6.30, “ Good and Evil, Vice and Virtue, 
Men and Women.”

Hanley — Secular Hall, John-street: 7, members’ quarterly 
meeting.

Liverpool—Oddfellows' Hall, St. Anne-streot: 3, philosophy 
class, L. Small, B.Sc., “  Bain's Mind and Body, chap, iii.” ; 7, Harry 
Smith, “ The Lord hath not Spoken” (Ezekiel xxii. 28).

Manchester N. S. 8., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road 
All Saints’ : 3, members’ annual meeting; 6.30, social meeting. , 

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 3, members’ 
monthly meeting; 7, T. Pearson, “ Anarchism and Freethought.” 

Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellingron.street, Southsea: 

2.45, reading circle; 7, G. J. Hore, “ Thoughts of a Human 
Automaton.”

Sheffield—Hall of Rcience, Rockingham-street: Touzeau Parris, 
11, “ Unsocial Superstitions” ; 3, “ Some Glaring Delects in 
Christianity ” ; 7, «  Why I am Not a Christian ” ; tea at 5.

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street:
8, mutual improvement class, debate between Mr. Cooper and 
Mr. Bowe on “  Competition ” ; 7, business meeting.

Wolverhampton—Coffee Tavern, Bilston-street: 7, diioussioa.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.—March 27, 
West Ham. April 3, morning, Finsbury Park; 15 and 17, Chat
ham; 24, afternoon, Tottenham. May 1, morning, Clerkenwell 
Green; evening, Walthamstow; 8, Newcastle; 9, South Shields; 
10, North Shields; 15, evening, Battersea; 22, morning, Old 
Pimlico Pier; 29, morning, Wood Green. June 5, Conference; 
12, morning, Kingsland Green; 29, morning, Battersea. July 17, 
morning, Kingsland Green. Aug. 7, evening, Hammersmith; 28, 
morning, Lambeth.

NOW READY.
NEW SPRING and SUMMER PATTERNS in SUITINGS, 

TROUSERINGS, and LADIES’ DRESS MATERIALS.
All at a Reasonable Price. Satisfaction Guaranteed.

Patterns post free. A ny length cut. Terms Cash.

SPECIAL LINES.
Pared containing ono Full Suit Longth (all wool) Dark 

Mixturo Worstod, and ono Full Dross Longth (all wool) Light 
Curl Choviot, for 20s.; worth doublo.

Parcel containing two Cashmoro Dross Lengths (Navy, Fawn 
or Heliotrope), ond Trousers Longth Tweed or Worsted, and 
eight yards good Cotton Shirting,and ono Lady’s Striped Under
skirt, ready mado; 20s. the lot.

Parcel containing ono Full Suit Longth, Blk. or Bine Coat and 
Vest, with Striped Trousers, and a good Umbrella; 20s.

Parcel containing ono Cloth Dross Longth (any color) for 
winter, one very pretty Light Summer Dress Longth, with a 
first-class quality Umbrella; all for 20s.
I  pay carriage both ways, and return 10 per cent, in addition to money paid 

for every lot that does not give satisfaction.

J. W. GOTT, 36 VILL1ERS ST., BRADFORD. 
INGERSOLL, ROBERT G.

Some Mistakes o f Moses. Tho only comploto edition 
in England. Accurate as Colonso, and fascinating
as a novel. 132pp. ... ... ... _ ... 1

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 1 
Defence o f Freethought. A fivo hours’ speech at tho 

Trial of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy ... ... 0
Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M. Whoolor 0
Rome or Reason? A Roply to Cardinal Manning ... 0
Crimes against Criminals .. ... ... 0
Oration on W alt Whitman ... ... ... 0
Love the Redeemer ... ... ... ... 0
W hy am I an A gnostic? Parts I. and II., each ... 0
Faith and Fact. Reply to Rev. Dr. Fiold ... ... 0
God and Man. Second Reply to Dr. Fiold ... ... 0
Tho Dying Creed... ... ... ... ... 0
The Limits o f Toleration. A Discussion with tho 

lion. F. D. Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford ... 0
A rt and M orality ... ... ... ... 0
Do I Blaspheme ? ... ... .. ... 0
The Clergy and Common Sense .. ... ... 0
Social S a lvation ... ... .... _.. .  ... 0
Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s Viow ... 0
The Great Mistake . .  ... . .  ... 0
Live Topics ... .. ... ... ... 0
Myth and M iracle ... ... ... ... 0
Real B lasphem y... ... ... ... ... 0
Repairing the Idols ... ... ... 0
Christ and Miracles ... ... . .  ... 0
Creeds and Spirituality ... ... ... ... 0

0
6

6
4
4
3
3
22
2
2
2

2
22
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
l
t
1
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F8EETH0USHT PUBLICATIONS.
All Orders to be sent, with remittance to R. F o r d ir , SS Stonecutter 
Street, London, E.O. Rate of postage— Orders under id., one halfpenny ; 

orders under 6d., one penny. Orders over 6d. post free.

AVELING, DR. E. B.
Darwin Made Easy. Cloth ... . .

Dr. Aveling is a Fellow of the London University, 
and this isthobest popular exposition of Darwinism 
extant.

BACON, LORD
Pagan M ythology; or, the Wisdom o f the Anoients

BENTHAM, JEREMY
The Church o f England Catechism Examined. A

trenchant analysis, in Bontham’s best manner, show
ing how the Catechism is calculated to make chil
dren hypocrites or fools, if not worse. Sir Samuel 
Romilly was of opinion that the work would bo 
prosecuted for blasphemy, though it escaped that 
fate in consequence of the writer’s eminence. With 
a Biographical Preface by J. M. Wheaier ... 

Utilitarianism ...

COLLINS, ANTHONY
Free W ill and Necessity. A Philosophical Inquiry 

concerning Human Liberty. First published in 
1715. Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations 
by Q. W. Footk, and a Biographical Introduction 
by J. M. Wheeler

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth

DIDEROT & D’HOLBACH
The Code of Nature

FEUERBACH, LUDWIG
The Essence o f Religion. God tho Image of Man, 

Man a Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only 
Source of Religion

FOOTE, G. W.
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. 

An Exhaustive Answer to the Eight Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone’s “  Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture ” 

Bound in cloth ...
1» Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate 

with Annie Besant ... ... ...
Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ...

Christianity and Secularism. Four Night’s Publio 
Debate with tho Rev. Dr. James McCann... ... 

Superior Edition, in cloth
Darwin on God ... ... ... ... ...

Superior Edition, in cloth 
Reminiscences o f Charles Bradlaugli 
Infidel Death-Bods. Second Edition, much enlarged 

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128pp.
Dofenco o f Free Speech. Threo Hours’ Address to the 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Pre
face and many Footnotes 

Letters to Josus Christ ...
Philosophy o f Socularism 
Atheism and M orality. Third edition
The Bible G o d ..................................................................
The Folly o f Prayer
Christianity and Progress. Roply to Mr. Gladstone 
Mrs Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 
Socularism and Theosophy. A Rojoinder to Mrs. 

Bosant
The Now Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame 

Blavatsky ... ... ... ... ...
The Impossible Creed. An Open Lotter to Bishop 

Mageo on tho Sormon on tho Mount 
Salvation Syrup; on, i,I01lT on Daukm t England.
urn t  w ,,,y^ 0" 0rttl Booth- Second edition 
W hat Was Christ ? A Roply to J 8 Mill

Ihe! ^ ™ i ' i '  3W0ld- A “ «* '

<»' £
The Dying Atheist. A Story
^  —  > »u s  Insane? A searching inquiry into tho 

montar *-,.'.iition of tho Prophot of Nazareth 
Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on T/ux Mundi
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist 

A Lio in FivoChapter«...
Bible Romances. Now Edition. Revised and largely 

rewritten.— (1) Tho Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Evo 
and the Apple, Id .; (3) Cain and Abo), Id .; ( 4)

1 0

1 0

0 2

1 6

1 0 
1 0

1 0 
2 0

1 0 
1 6

0 20 20 2
0 2 0 2
0 5

0 2 
0 1

0 1 
0 1

0 1

Ni'a '.’s Flood, 2d.; (5) The Tower of Bab.= l, la ;
(0) Lot’s Wife, Id .; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id .; (8)- 
The Wandering Jews, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id .;
(10) God in a Box, Id.; (11) Jonah and the Whale,
Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id .; (13) A Virgin Mother,
2d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Cruci
fixion, Id .; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Bible Heroes- First Series, in elegant wrapper ... 1 0
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Moses II., (9)
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephthah 
aud Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each

Bible Heroes. Second Series, in elegant wrapper ... 1 0 
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint 
David I., (16) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon,
(18) Poor Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha,
(21) General Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The 
Prophots (Isaiah, Jeremiah Ezekiel, Hoeea), (24)
St. Peter, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each singly.

The Complete Work, bound in cloth ... ... 2 6
NEWMAN, CHARLES ROBERT

( Atheist Brother of Cardinal Newman.)
Essays in Rationalism. With Preface by George Jacob

Ilolyoake aud Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler I 6

PAINE, THOMAS
The Age o f Reason. New edition, with Preface by

G. W. Footk ... ... ... ... ... I 0
Miscellaneous Theological W orks... ... ... 1 8

Compltlt Theological Works, bound in cloth ... 2 4
Sights o f Man. With a Political Biography by J. M.

Wheeler. Paper cover» ... ... ... 1 0
Bound in cloth ... ... ... ... ... 2 0

SHELLEY
A Refutation o f Deism. In a Dialogue. With an

Introduction by G. W. Foote ... ... ... 0 4
THOMSON, JAMES (B.V.)

Satires and Profanities. New edition ... ... 1 0
Contents :—The Story of a Famous Old Jewish 
Firm (Jehovah,Son & Co.)—The Devil hi tho Church 
of England— Religion in the Rocky Mountains— 
Christmas Eve in tho Upper Circles— A Commission 
of Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy 
— The One Thing Needful.

WHEELER, J . M.
Biographical Dictionary o f Freethinkers of all Ages

and Nations. Handsomely bound in cloth ... 7 6
Letters from Heaven ... ... ... ... 0 l
Letters from Hell ... ... ... ... 0 1

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY
(LIMITED).

(Incorporated under 59 and 40 Vic., cap. 45, Act 1876.)
Chairman:

G. W. FOOTE, 14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.O.
D irectors:

George Anderson, 35a Great George-street, ’West
minster, S.W.

W. Cooper, 112 Canonbury-road, N.
G. J. IIoIjYOAKE, Eastern Lodge, Brighton.
W. H. Reynolds, Camplin House, New Cross, S.E 
R. 0. Smith, 81 llidge-road, Hornsey, N.
T. P. Smith, 275 City-road, E.C.
G. Standring, 7 and 9 Finslmry-street, E.O.

Hon. Secretary:
R. FORDER, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. 

Registered Office:
nALL OF SCIENCE, 142 Old-street, London, E.O.

The Shares are £1 each, payable as follows:— 2s. fid. on appli
cation, 2s. Cd. on allotment, and in subsequent calls of 2s. fid. 
as may be found nocossary, with two months' notice forcachcall 

Gknkjial Object .
Tho Society, according to its Rules, has full powers for tho 

most extensive operations that may bo possible in tho futnro 
for tho orection and maintenance of Secular Hall» in London 
and in the Provinces.

Ono of tho Society’s Rules sccuros that no member shall bo 
eligible as a Director unless ho is a member of tho National 
Secular Society.

I mmkbiatk Object .
Tho purchase of tho Ilall of Scienco, 142 Old-street, London, 

E.C., and the conversion of tho same into a first-class Secular 
Ilall and Institute.

Write to the Secretary for 
Application Forms.
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2d. each. THREE PAMPHLETS b y  COL. R. G. INGERSOLL. 2d. each;

HUMANITY’S DEBT TO THOMAS PAINE
T RUE RELI GI ON.

THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS.
R. FORDER, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

National  Secular  So ci et ys  
ALMANACK for 1892.

Edited by O. W . Foote and J. M. Wheeler, 
Price Sixpence.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von. I. For Postal 

Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco ; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and care of 
Disease; Constipation; Bilioumess ; Eczema; Black
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness ; Coughs and Colds ; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms.- Tape Worms; The Itch ; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Y ol. II. O f the Author, 

f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on : The Healing Power of 

Nature; C'othing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Bleep and Sleepless
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the i’h in ; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever. Measles, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhcea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,

CONTENTS :
Stamps and Telegrams, etc. The Cabinet 
Calendar
Secular Progress, by 0. W. Foote 
The Outside Mind, by G. J. Holyoake 
A Christian Saint and aFreethought Martyr 

by J. M. Wheeler
Charles Dickens a Secular Reformer, by 

Charles Watts
The Troubles of God, by J. M. Robertson 
Measures not Men, by Touzeau Parris 
How to “  get at ”  the Public, by G. Htandring et-.
By the Right, Quick March ! by S. Standring MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von. III. 
Atheist or Agnostic? by W. P. Ball J“Jl"
The Last of Hell, by Arthur B. Moss 
My Testimony, by William Heaford 
The Right to Affirm, by Charles Bradlaugh 
Principles and Objects of National Secular 

Society
List of Officers and Members of the Council 
List of Branches and Full Particulars 
Freethought Lecturers 
Secular Burial
Foreign Freethought Societies 
American and Australian Societies, etc., etc

B. FoR tn , 23 Stonecutter Street, London. E.O.

HENRY A. ROGERS,
GENERAL HOUSE FURNISHER, 

Glass, China and Earthenware Dealer, 
45a FOLEY STREET

AND
138 W ESTMINSTER ED., Liverpool.

Stocks Purchased for Cash to any amount.

200 WRINGING MACHINES
To be Bold Cheap. All Prices.

We recommend onr “ Standard”  Machine, noted 
for strength of frame, thiokness and durability of 
rollers. The best machine in the market. Boilers 
24in bv Gin. Lignum Vitie (bottom). Reduced to 
£2 12s. Cd. Usually sold at £3 12s 6d.

SPECIAL OFFER to READERS of this Paper.— 
I will send one Carriage fc’ree to any address in the 
United Kingdom

SPECIAL OFFER to N. 8. 8. Branch flecretaries 
and Treasurers. -I will allow to Branch Secretaries 
and Treasurers, or to any two persons whom the} 
may nominate, a discount of 7s. 6d. off one machine 
each. I will also allow a discount of £s. to all whom 
they may certify as widows or persons in poor cir 
corns tances-

MUSIC STOOLS,8s. lid., 10s. 6d.and 13s. 6d.
Carriage free. Less than wholesale prices.

Please tend P.O.O., with correct name and address.

TIIK

FAMILY LIMIT
Is, 0d. per doz , post free.

Tor farther Particular* aend atamped direct« 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON. LONDON. N

SITUATION AsT l ERK WANTED.
Good penman, bookkeeper, and ebon hand wr ter 
(12j words per minute). Member of the National 

Phonographic Society Good references.
A. T DIPPER.

159 BoMngbroke-street. Heaton. Xewca«tle-on*Tyne.
1 O iW l  INVOICES or Memo Forme, 8 by 5 ins. 
-L U U U  good ruled paper, nicely printed, sent 
carriage paid for 6«. 6<i. Carh with order. Business 
Cards 6s. per 1000. K. Sunderland, Printer, Ham- 
merton.street, Bradford, irade Society House.

Post f r e e  from
Author, f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.

It contains articles on; Health and Wealth; No 
More Death ; Youth • The Necessity for Pure Air,ai.d 
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children ; 
Hunger and Appetite; Eifects of Fasting; Perfect 
Foods; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge 
Wholemeal Broad, to Breath* Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Causo and Cure of tho following 
Diseases; Stomaeli Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Ve’iis, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaccous 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, Winter Cough, Chil
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

“  Hygienic Medicine. ’ ’—For Postal Order for IS. Id, 
An Eye uponer to Drug Takers.

“ Rheumatism.” —Its Cause and Cure, Post Free 
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.” —Post Free for 7 stamps.-
”  Consumption ” —Its Natural Cure. Post Free 7d.
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Men.” —13 stamps.

All tho abov - can be got from
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish  Place, 

M anchester SguAitE, London, W.
Please mention this paper.]

SUPPERS. SLIPPERS.
TRY A PAIR and you will find them like me— 

ALL WRIGHT.
Gents* Stuff Tops, fox’s head on front, stout 

single soles, with heels ...
Ladies’ Ditto...
Ladies* Seal Patent Ditto 
Ladies’ Buff Leather Ditto 
Ladies’ Rud Velvet, stamped with silver 
Ladies’ Black Velvet, raised flowers on fronts;

a nice slipper for presents 
Ladi s* Black Cloth, Patent Cap, Ditto 
Ladies’ Stout Leather Tops, very strong

Youths’ same price as Ladies’ . Send size. 
Carriage paid, and >f not approved of and sent back 

within seven d*ys money returned.
ALLW RIGHT,

107 Railton ltd., Herne H ill, London, S.E.

s. d. 
2 9 
2 6 
2 11
2 9 
2 11

3 6 
2 11
2 G

OUR SPECIALITIES.
T H O U S A N D S  0 1 ’ T E S T I M O N I A L S .  
G ents’ I rish Cambric Handkerchiefs, 3a. 6<1. 
per dozen; Ladies, 2s. Cd.; Hemstitched 
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money 
returned if not approved. Table and Bed 

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
GORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,

21 BLANSHAED STHEET, MANCHESTER.

, 33; Strand (oppo- 
un VULCANITE.

oTANTON, the People's Dentist, !
*5 altoSomemet Hull»«).—TEETH 
2s. Cl. each, upper or lower ttet, £1. Beet nullity, is. 
each, upper or lower, £2, corapletod In four hou't 
whin required, repairing or alteration, in two hour. 
If you pay raoro than the abuvo they are f.no.i 
chargos. Teeth on plati,urn 7*. 6*1. each on )Se. 
gold 15a, .toruing 2x. GJ., extraction 1.., palnlca. b, 
ga., Oh.

MR. FOOTE’S PORTRAIT
B y A M E T .

Cabinet Size. One Shilling;.
Post free, ca-efully packed, Is. Id.

IMPERIAL SIZE. VERY FINH. 
THREE SHILLINGS.

Post free, Ss.Sd.

rp o  FREETHINKERS, Ladies- and Gentlemen 
requiring Superior Cut Garments at moderate 

prices. First-class Stylo and Fit Guaranteed.- 
6 .  H ampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castle Htreet, W 
Three doors from Regent Street, [Patronised b.i 
leading Freethinker«.]

“ FIFTY PROOFS ‘K Æ Ô t
a Perfect Being.”  A new tract for propagandi«» 
work. Cd por 100. post froo 7d., of it. Forder, 28 
Stonecutter-strict, K U.

ORMONDE SAFETY,
With cunhion tyres, for Disposal; brand new and 
never ridden; ball bearings throughout, including 
pedal*; beautifully nickel plated and enamelled; 
perfect condition and no fault whatever; accepi 
£8 8s. for immediate cash; good bargain and worth 
much more; sure to give satisfaction ; approval 
willingly. W., G Tower.street, Ipswich.

TVfAN*8 ALLEGED SPIRITUAL NATURE, by 
W. M. Knox, Sec. Ulster Branch N 8. H. Price 

twopence. A Criticism of the Theory of Immortality 
and the Claim« of Spiritualism. (Proceeds will be 
devoted to propagation of Secularism ) R. Forder 
28 8tonecutter-stre«-t,, E.O., or from the Author, 13 
Snandon-street, Belfast.

T h e  Impossible Cre e d .
An Open Letter to the 

BISHOP OP PEl EItUOliOUH.
By O. W. BOOTH.

Price Twopance. Price Twopence.

W. J. Rendells
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mr«. Besant in “ Law of Popula. 
tion,”  page 82. »no I)r. Allbutt in “  Wife’s Hand
book,”  page 61. Made solely by J. Pui.lkn, 16 Chad- 
well-ntreet, Clerkenwoll ; 2s. do*., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities. For particular« send stamped 
envelope. Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and 
Reverse Current, 3s. Gd.. 4s. Gd. and 6s. 6d. Dr. 
Palfrey's Powder, la. 2d Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. doz. All prices 
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwcll Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the “  Angel.**

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
Should be in the hands of eveiy Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their mean*, an it contain* full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. II. A . A i.lbutt and other«; and 
valuable information on matter* of import, 
ance necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover,on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & S0N.M .M .L.,

(DOM ESTIC &  IIVOIKNIC D E I 'T .)

60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

YCLE.—Special Offer. Best Safety in tfce Market. 
^  The Coventry Eagle Light Roadster; splendid 
hill climber; handsomely finished, cushion tyres; 
guaranteed; £11: pneumatic or clincher tyres £* 
extra. T. Mitchell, Blenheim House, Southampton.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 
2b Stonecutter-street, London, £.G<


