
Edited by G. W . FO O TE .] [Sub-Editor, J. M. W heeler.

Vol. XII.—No. 9.] S u n d a y , F e b r u a r y  28, 1892. [ P r ic e  O ne  P e n n y .

j , Wl‘at '¡gilt is to the eyes, wliat love is to the heart, Libert;
0 soul of man. Without it, there come suffocation 

“ egradation, and death.”
—INOEBSOLL.

H U XL E Y ’ S M ISTAK E.

0 one will suspect us of any prejudice against 
^ofessor Huxley. W e have often praised bis 

gorous writings, and his admirable service to J ^thought. W e recognise him as a powerful 
0 ?. in the great battle between Reason and 
tli ■ -He is a born controversialist, be revels in 
j Vlvisection of a theological opponent, and it 
C o UQderstand how the more placid Darwin 
are I” Cr̂  "  What a man you

of^pfc ôr Bome reason or other it seems the fate 
g rofessor Huxley, as it is tho fate of Herbert 
ji ncar> to be made use of by tho enemies of 
a th o u g h t ; and it must be admitted that, to 

extent, ho gratuitously plays into their

® erbert Spencer has been a perfect god-send 
Cr Christians with his “ Unknowable” — the 
ac l0a of which was tho worst day’s work he over 
c&biil 18ked‘ I *1 ’ s only a big word, printed with a 
^elat' • ê^ cr> t° express tho objective side of tho 
W0 / Vlt7 ° f  human knowledge. It connotes all that 
it is °in? ^ now- It is a more confession of ignorance; 
An,j /J. lowness, emptiness, a vacuum, a nothing. 
6Ddlo ° 1S ^?tbing, which Mr. Spencer adorns with 
to nr 83 (luasi-sciontific rhetoric, is used as a buttress 

Prof t°tteriug Churches.
^ e  n °SSOr Iluxl°7  bas been nearly as serviceable to 
t° tho1UrĈ eS w^b bis “  Agnosticism,”  which belongs 
term*. Samo category of substantially meaningless 
turn f S “  Unknowable.”  No doubt it serves tho 
offend °  tr°°d  many feeble sceptics. It sounds loss 
bo inv'T° Atheism.”  An Agnostic may safely
spoojj lte<t to dinner, while an Atheist would pocket the 
Heith0S‘ ■ Pandoring to “  respectability ” is
cW a c t lQ interest of truth nor in the interest of 
d°es or‘ Xn Atheist is without God ; an Agnostic 
God Q̂°  anything about God, so ho is without
An An°" • ,°y pome to tho samo thing in the end. 
Atheis ° S*ac j s simply an Atheist with a tall hat on. 
tvhen it carrlea its own name at tho Hall of Science; 
fcr°ves : 0Ccapies a fine house at Eastbourne, and 
And thi>n ?̂00^ society, it calls itself Agnosticism. 
S c i e n c e • ? Churches say, “  Ah, tho true man of 
b0 stands nnaS *'rom Atheism ; he is only an Agnostic; 
light.” r°verently in the darkness, waiting for the

bas helnp^c'f only way in which Professor Huxley 
I°nd of .tho enemy.”  He is, for instance, far too 
Wye n0PreSiSlng’ tb°  “  possibility ”  of miracles. W e  
itnPossibi'ght’ b° says> to declare that miracles are 
besides vf ’ *fc is assertin£  more tbaa wo know, 
true. Rnf6p8 1f g t,b° question at issue. Perfectly

e rofessor Huxley should romomber that ho*•>0. co3.J

uses “  possibility ” in one sense and the theologians 
in another. He uses it theoretically, and they use it 
practically. They use it where it has a meaning, 
and be uses it where it has no meaning at all, except 
in an a priori way, like a pair of brackets with nothing 
between them. When tho theologian speaks of the 
“  possibility ”  of miracles, he means that thoy may 
be expected. When Professor Huxley speaks of tho 
“ possibility”  of miracles, be only means that we 
cannot prove a universal negative.

Let us take an instance. Suppose some one 
asserts that a man can jump over the moon. No 
one can demonstrate that the feat is impossible. 
It is possible, in the sense that anything is possible. 
But this is theoretical logic. According to practical 
logic it is impossible, in the sense that no rational 
man would take a ticket for the performance.

W hy then does Professor Huxley press the 
“  possibility ”  of miracles against his Freetbinking 
friends ? He is not advancing a step beyond 
David Hume. He is merely straining logical 
formula? in the interest of the Black Army.

Now let us take another instance. In a recent 
letter to tho Times, with respect to tho famous letter 
of the thirty-eight clergymen who have given the 
Bible a fresh certificate, Professor Huxley is one« 
more careful to point out that science knows nothing 
of “  the primal origin ”  of tho universe. But who 
ever said that it did ? Atheists, at any rate, are not 
awaro that tho universe ever had an origin. As to 
tho “  ultimate cause of the evolutionary process,”  it 
appears to us as metaphysical jargon, as intolerable 
as anything in tho sounding phraseology of the 
theologians.

But this is not all. Professor Iluxley delivers him­
self of tho following utterance : “  In fact it requires 
some depth of philosophical incapacity to suppose 
that there is any logical antagonism between Theism 
and tho doctrine of Evolution.”  This is food and 
drink to a paper like the Christian World. But what 
does it moan ? Cortainly thoro is no antagonism 
between tho terms "  Theism ” and “  Evolution.”  
They do not fight each other in tho dictionary. But 
is there not antagonism between Evolution and any 
kind of Theism yet formulated ? The word “  God ”  
means anything or nothing. Give your Ĝ od attri­
butes, and see if they are consistent with Evolution. 
That is tho only way to decide whether there is any 
“  logical antagonism ” between Evolution and rf  heism. 
Tho trouble begins when you are “  logical ”  enough 
to deal in definitions ; and tho only definition of God 
that will stand the test of Evolution is “  a sort of a 
something.”

W e leave Professor Huxley to present that highly 
edifying Tkeistic conclusion to his old theological 
opponents, and, if ho likes, to Haunt it in tho laces 
of his Freothinking friends. But is it really worth 
while for Samson to grind chaff for the Philistines? 
W e put the question to Professor Huxley with all 
seriousness. Let him teach truth and smite falsehood, 
without spending so much time in showing that they 
harmonise when emptied of practical moaning. A
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sovereign and a feather fall with equal rapidity in a 
vacuum ; and if you take away fact and experience, 
one proposition is as “  possible ”  as another. But 
why should a great man waste his energies in pro­
pagating such a barren truism ?

G. W . FOOTE.

FREETHOUGHT F IF T Y  YEAR S AGO.

L o o k in g  back half a century, we find a considerable 
difference in English national life, but with all the 
elements of transition from the old to the new. 
Politically it was a period of great activity. Troubles 
in China and Afghanistan did not divert attention 
from the great question of removing the Corn Laws. 
The middle classes put in power by the Reform Bill 
of ’32 were bent on Free Trade, and the Corn Law 
League was fast bringing their claims to the 
front. At Oxford Puseyism was in full career. 
In the provinces squire and parson still ruled the 
roost, sniffed at the Dissenters, and damned the 
Chartists and Socialists. In the towns these bodies 
were, in a smaller way, as active as the great League 
of Cobden, Bright and Yilliers. Mechanics’ insti­
tutes were spreading, co-operative societies begun, 
and even attempts at community life were being made.

Railways were beginning to “  boom,” but there 
was comparatively little travelling. Electricity, then 
recently let loose by Wheatstone’s telegraph, was 
almost unused. Infant Science was still in its cradle, 
but the modern Hercules was beginning to grapple 
with the serpents of theology that sought to destroy 
it. In France, Comte was finishing his Course o f  
Positive Philosophy. Here, Lyell had published his 
Principles o f  Geology, which already threatened tho 
old cosmogonies. Though Darwinism was unknown 
and Darwin only beginning to settle down to his 
studies at Down, and even tho Vestiges o f  Creation, by 
Robert Chambers, was not published till 1844, it is a 
most significant fact that the very first number of the 
Oracle o f  Reason, with the vicissitudes of which this 
chapter from my “  History of Freethought in Eng­
land ”  is mainly concerned, contained the beginning 
of a long series of papers on tho “  Theory of Regular 
Gradation,” by William Chilton, in which the theory 
of evolution was distinctly championed in opposition 
to the theistic view of creation. The battlo for 
unfettered and cheap press, so long and gallantly 
fought by Carlile, Watson, Cleave, Iletherington, 
Heywood and others, was practically won; and Charles 
Knight, the brothers Chambors, and others, wero 
ably supplying a rising demand for cheap and good 
literature. Carlyle had published his Sartor Resurtus 
and now in London was preaching hero worship, and 
Coleridge, in his Confessions o f  an Inquiring Spirit, 
had disturbed the question of Bible inspiration.

In 1841 appeared a second edition of C. C. Ilen- 
nell’s Inquiry Concerning the Origin o f  Christianity, 
which first appeared in 1838, and which received tho 
commendation of Strauss, and remains an ablo and 
candid work well suited to put into the hands of 
inquirors. It was through Hennell that Miss Evans 
( “  George Eliot ”) was led to make an English trans­
lation of Strauss’s Leben Jcsu, published by Chapman 
in 1840. They were possibly unawaro that an English 
translation, also anonymous, appeared in 1842, being 
printed and published by J. Taylor, Smallbrook- 
street, Birmingham, and with Hotherington’s name 
as London publisher. This work came out in parts. 
Philip Harwood, afterwards editor of the Saturday 
Review, had in his little book on German Anti-Super­
naturalism  (1841) called attention to tho merits and 
works of the German rationalists.

Henry Hetherington (whose Poor Alan’s Guardian, 
the first penny newspaper in this country, issued, 
unstamped in defiance of tho Newspaper Act, was 
mainly instrumental in sweeping away the taxes upon 
knowledge) was in business as printer and publisher

in Kingsgate-street, Holborn, issuing various Free- 
thought and Radical publications. In 1840 he had 
been arrested for selling the bold and incisive 
Letters to the Clergy of Charles Junius Haslam— a 
veteran who still remains on the stage in quiet 
retirement at Benton. Abel Heywood, the original 
publisher, was also prosecuted, but he having W” 
fluential friends, the case did not go to trial. Mr. 
Heywood had previously suffered in the cause of free 
publication; and he too remains, having long enjoyed 
the utmost consideration from his fellow citizens of 
Manchester, where he has occupied the highest 
dignity of the city.

To test the impartiality of the law, W . J. Linton 
and some other of Hetherington’s friends instituted 
prosecutions against four high class publishers, 
Moxon, Frazer, Richardson, and Saunders, of 
Saunders and Otley, for the publication of Queen 
Mab. The law was clear. Shelley’s poem was a 
blasphemous libel. Despite an eloquent defence from 
Serjeant (afterwards Judge) Talford, Moxon was 
declared guilty. It remained for the prosecution to 
call him up for judgment, which of course was never 
done, the object of the prosecutors simply being to 
call attention to the state of the law and to advertise 
Queen Mab. The other publishers were not proceeded 
against. This course obtained for Hetherington a 
more lenient sentence than he would have otherwise 
received, and the most moderate expression of the 
law was then given from his judge. Hetheringt°n 
defended himself with eloquence and moderation, tn 
spite of a bitter and unfair personal attack 0 
Attorney-General Campbell. Lord Denman, who state 
that ho had listened to Hetherington’s defence wit 
feelings of great interest and with sentiments o 
respect, laid it down that oven the fundamentals o 
religion might bo criticised so long as it was done 
in moderate language and in a serious reverent®1, 
spirit.* Ilethorington was sentenced to four month 
imprisonment in tho debtors’ prison. Wbilo 
“ durance vile” he wrote his Cheap S alva tion > 
capital tract, in which ho showed that all the v° 
things of religion could bo retained while dismiss1®» 
priests and their theology.

Haslam’s Letters to the Clergy was followod by t 
Letters to the Bishop o f  Exeter, who had attack0̂  
Owen and tho Socialists in tho House of Lords, a® j 
by some tracts on Who arc tho Infidels? etc. , 
were continuod in opon saloby both Hethorington a 
Watson, Thomas Rowell acting for Ilethering*  ̂
whilo ho was in prison. The prosecutions stimma 
a revival of Freethought literature. James W& 3 j0 
then issued numerous pamphlets by Robert f  , 
Owen, Francos Wright, T. Cooper, and Rowla®, 
Detrosier, and Voltaire’s Important E xa m in a tion  J 
tho H oly Scriptures, ascribed to Bolingbroke, a ® 
edition of Robert Taylor’s Dicgesis, and tho iroP?r 
written discussion between It. D. Owen and Or b 
Bachelor on tho Authenticity of tho Biblo.

J . M. W hebi^ b-
(To be continued .)

Spain sliows tli0 r»}logical consideration, f it  a country where theo-
Djwo to the interfere ̂  P?6?  a^'controlling for centuries. 
<di sanitary efforts co of Napoleon with that kingdom,
T;io most sober accounts ^  UP°n ?s abaard if notimpioos- 
until a recent nerirv) traVi'hers in the Spanish peninsulfi
pictures of peonlna ar,!. S0-rQelnnes irresistibly comic in their
more tUthy than an . Itjs.18Jlng on maintaining arrangements
can backwoods W0UM be permitted in an Amfi1'P- while taking enormous pains to stop the

~~ n

scepticism has begun to work for 
cholera in recent years have done 
better sanitary measures.— ProJ. A .

healtbfjpestilence by bell * •bestowed unon u ,'nn,8Ings> processions, and new 1 oral Madonna ; yet here, too, agood ; the outbreaks Ç 
some little to bring 10 

D . White. ___
onJy state the

* I have not the report of the trial before me,sooi 
purport, not the words, of this important judg
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t h e  r e v . p r i c e  h u g h e s  a t  i t  a g a i n .

W e Atheists are a fearful trouble to the Rev. Price 
Hughes. W hile continually pretending to despise 
our insignificance, and perpetually affirming that we 
as a party are played out, he can’t let us die in peace, 
but must needs be occupying himself hastening our 
funeral by indulging in oratorical hysterics which 
Would bring tears into the eyes of a stone dog.

The effect of the proverbial red rag on the bull is 
nothing compared to Mr. Hughes scenting an Atheist 
from afar. “  ’ Sblood and ’sdeatb,”  says he, as he 
sets his false teeth firmly, girds up his loins and 
buckles on his rustv armor: “  lend-*• u iu  1 UkJUjl Ui II1W1 y x o u u  me my trusty
Wooden sword and tin shield, saddle me my swiftest 
Jackass, sound a blast on the penny trumpet; let the 
Cry be ‘ Hugh Price Hughes and God,’ and I will 

Afbeists with a great smite; yea, hip and 
nigh will I smite them even from Dan to Beersheba.”  

p . 13 hardly necessary to add here that the Rev. 
nce Hughes’s desperate onslaughts on tho Atheist 
nks always occur when the said Atheists are far 
0ugb away). Did he not, Goliath-like, bringdown 

Jj ^gh ty  Parnell, with the aid of his trusty com- 
an ,e! Maiden Tribute Stead ?— at least he says so ; 
“ Tt* n°f an honorable man and the writor of 
dpi® ■‘̂ Hieist Shoemaker” ? And has he not 
<j0C ?recb by God’s help and W . T . Stead’s, that he’ll 
cha ° Satno Sir Charles Dilke, unless he clears his 

F- ° r af °nemenf— to Hugh Price Hughes
William Thomas Stead coupled, I presume? 

edu °r?0Ver> bas he not firmly taken his stand on the 
edu r ° n question, and declared that purely secular 
conn*0?  “  shall never bo introduced into this 
o r a c ll”  *' Awa7 w^b it,” shouts Mr. Hughes; tho 
°f M ° tt8 RP°kerb the fiat has gone forth. A  picture 
a ‘ ,ugbos striking an attitude, and brandishing 
w0lj  ln tho most approved Partingtonian style, 
Us c° ,no in well hero. Tho flowing tido is with 
°f ’ther; Hughes; and sooner or later you and tho rest 
as p. l)1gots like you will bo cngulphod in its waters 

aia°h’s army was of old.
great n matter of fact, Mr. Hughes’ words aro a 
Lurm 0a  ̂ bravor than his actions. Ho and Dr. 
We8i0 Sotno timo ago “  raised Cain ”  ovor tho 
HugjjJan Missionary Society and its funds. Mr. 
Jaatter8 ,Was going to bo exceedingly bravo in the 
he ho hasn’t going to budge an inch, not ho; 
C6rtain ^ °lng to stand to his guns; but like a 
she nev{ ° Un£ Hdy Byron tolls us of, who vowing 
ho nevo^ Wou^  consent— consented, so ho, vowing 
everJthin'W° Û  ^ V° *n— Sav0 in> an<l withdrew3g .

do Some things which will
recently published sermon by Mr. 

aro sc- • •
«ot edify

Win ° Urselvos
E i  ttct aa

P roethinkors. 
us others soo

amuso 
It is always 

us, and a fow

Hughes, 
if they 
well to 
extracts
us who—  us a corroctivo to <• ^liTesteona too largely aaPpen to havo the bumps ot sou

eloped. , „  „xCOpt an ignorant. “ No one,” says Mr. Hughes, ®3 Hughes »  
io°l, avows himsolf an Athms • ¿ anger of heU-
^ery bravo hero as ho risks wiU let that
fire in ordor to bo vulgar, out „  aQ ign0rant 

So Charles Brodlanghl wasi d caro
f°ol,”  was he, Mr. Hughes? You ^  among 
a°t to cross tho Titan’s path when rter 0f an 
? S) or you would have bad a war ̂  1 w  }iavo

°“ 'M r .  Hughes. flow w o u l d  have ,
aPpearoa, how uttorly msignif^ J iconoclast 1 
S  in tho intellectual gnp of tho great 
>  psalm-singing David would 
uave gone down before tho ^  , ,uuiu no,
As a terrier would shake -  you up and
Metaphorically speaking, hav° P mass,
dropty0u down an unrecognisab man «‘ avowed

Secularists who aro almost ,  to \0arn that Atheists,”  will bo a little reussurea

most assuredly 
Secularist Goliath, 
rat, so would he,

Mr. Hughes defines an Atheist as one who says, 
“ there is no God.” As Atheists don’t say so, his 
polite language is misapplied. But, pray Mr. 
Hughes, what is tho man who says, “  there is a 
God ? ” I ’m not going to call names Mr. Hughes, 
although the Holy Ghost hasn’t given me a “  clean 
heart”  like you, because I think it’s bad manners. 
The difference between you and us Mr. Hughes is, 
that you affirm an “ existence”  without evidence, 
and when we ask for the evidence you get mad: 
Don’t you see Mr. Hughes that if you produce 
sufficient evidence we can’t help being convinced ? 
Yon want a verdict for your client before we hear 
the evidence, which is absurd. It ’s all a matter 
of evidence and common-sense, sir; You believe 
your God answers prayer; then you organise 
prayer-meetings throughout the land to indue© 
God to manifest himself in some form or other 
as evidence of his existence, and if he only exhibits 
that part of his body which he displayed to Moses, 
we Atheists will turn Methodists right away. 
Considering that he is represented to us as continualy 
answering all sorts of ridiculous prayers, this is 
but a modest request to make and its importance 
is tremendous. The sun shines, we see its rays 
and feel its warmth. W e know it exists. W e  
couldn’t believe it didn’t exist if we tried. Even 
you yourself Mr. Hughes, say that you “  gravely 
doubt whether it would ever bo possible by purely 
intellectual argument to prove tho existence of God 
to anybody.” Then why are we to be condemned 
for not believing that which cannot be proved ? 
Don’t you see that you are making an ass of 
yourself, Mr. Hughes ?

Again he says, “  It is a remarkable fact that no man 
has ever undertaken philosophically to deny the 
existence of God who has not simultaneously under­
taken to deny his own existence.”  Perhaps Mr. 
Hughes will kindly give us the names of some of the 
men who have undertaken to prove tho non-existence 
of God and themselves “  simultaneously.” W o pauso 
for a reply. W e could give the name of one man 
who undertook to assert tho existence of God, and 
simultaneously succeeded in making a fool of himsolf.

“  Havo you ovor reflected,”  asked Mr. Hughes—  
and we fancy we can seo his long, straight, black 
hair standing straight up on end— “  have you ever 
reflected that such a thing ns an atheistic city has 
never existed ? Have you ever reflected that this is 
an experiment which the human race has never 
tried ; that from tho beginning there has never ̂ boen 
an organised community which has absolutely ignored 
tho existence of God and moral considerationsarising 
from tho existence of God ? ” llavo you over reflectod, 
Mr. Hughes, or rather aro you capable of reflecting, 
that superstition takes a deal of killing ; that it is a 
noxious weed which grows luxuriantly in tho garden 
of tho human mind, especially when well watered 
with ignoranco and fear, which you and your ordor 
havo always taken good caro there should never bo 
lack of? Havo you over tried to reflect that our 
Christian cities are not absolutely perfect in their 
morality, that thoy do not attain tho highest ideal of 
what cities should bo, that there is still somo little 
room for improvement ? Ilavo you over hoard of 
prostitution in our cities, Mr. Hughes; or of drunken­
ness, or sweating, or of fever dens, or of Christian 
rack-renters, or of rocking slums ? Go to, Mr. 
Hughes; go to. Take credit for all tho good in 
society, and, ostrich-liko, bury your head in the sands 
as regards tho ovil, and Atheism will stand but a poor 
chauco.

“ It is always a surpriso to me,” ho continues, 
“  that a handful of Atheists remain hero. W hy should 
thoy prefer to remain in Christian lands? Thoy say 
that wo aro ignorant and reactionary, and that the 
sooner wo get rid of belief in God tho better. W hy  
do they not go away ? Why do they not go and
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establish a Secular State in some far-away little 
island ? The fact is, these Atheists, talk as they 
may, know which side their bread is buttered. Every 
blessing which the Atheists enjoy to-day they owe to 
the toils and sufferings of Christian men.”  Shades 
of HetheriDgton, Carlile, and the other fighters for a 
free press, look down on Ananias Hughes ! Spirit 
of good old Robert Owen, founder of our infant 
schools and co-operative societies, return and con­
front your unworthy countryman!

You wonder, Mr. Hughes do you, why we don’t 
go to “  furrin parts?” W e often wonder why you 
don’t go to Jericho. You see, Mr. Hughes, we 
happen to have been born here, and having a sort 
of liking for the “  old sod,” in spite of the existence 
of such slimy creatures as you in our midst, prefer 
to remain here, rid the country of such things, 
and make it healthier to live in. It wouldn’ t be 
brave to run away from such crawling reptiles, we’d 
sooner stop and kill them. W e know which side 
our bread is buttered, do we ? And how are you 
fixed in that respect sir ? You who live on the 
fears and ignorance of your fellow Christians. You 
who induce your dupes to invest in a concern 
that never issues a balance sheet, and has never 
paid a dividend. You who ride first-class in special 
trains when on your Master’s business, and cross 
the ocean in magnificent saloons to preach the 
gospel of him who made his remarkable journey into 
Jerusalem on two donkeys, and crossed the sea 
in a fishing boat. The apostles, Mr. Hughes, were 
to go through the world preaching, with “  neither 
gold, nor silver, nor brass in their purses.” Do you 
dispense with the gold and silver, Mr. Hughes ? 
The brass, we know, you carry in your face.

“ There is not a noble idea,” he exclaims, “ in 
politics or in anything else that wo owe to the 
Atheists. Every noble idea they utter is but an 
echo of Christianity. All the successful philan­
thropies are carried on by Christians. If all tho 
Christians were to come out on strike and say, 
“ W o will not give any more money or service 
to anything,” every philanthropic and charitable 
institution in the kingdom would bo bankrupt in 
a month. Tho Christians support them under tho 
love of God.”

“ If all th&Christians were to come out on strike” 
is exceeding good. Who would they strike against, 
Mr. Hughes, but against themselves ? Are not the 
philanthropic institutions for the benefit of themselves. 
And don’ t they exist, and our traols and workhouses 
too, as a part of our beautiful Christian civilisation 
that you boast so much of? Aren’t they parts of 
the blessings we enjoy through Christianity ? 
Christianity, whose glorious mission it was to 
regenerate mankind, which brought tidings of great 
joy, finds it necessary after nineteen centuries of 
preaching, to dole out flannel petticoats and loaves 
to its starving Christian paupers, and build gaols 
and lunatic asylums for its Christian criminals 
and Christian idiots. Assuredly this is something to 
boast of.

“  However,”  adds Mr. Hughes jauntily, after 
he has spent the whole of his time girding against 
Atheism— “  however, we need not trouble ourselves 
about any purely and positively atheistic movement. 
Such a movement, in this country at any rate, is on 
its last legs. It never was of any real importance, and 
nowit is quite a negligible quantity in our univeieitios 
and among the masses of the people.”  Readers of 
the Freethinker will perhaps remember that Secu­
larism has been on its last legs a long time; in fact, 
it is wonderful what lasting properties those Secular 
legs have— ordinary legs aren’t in it with them. 
Perhaps readers will also think that Mr. Hughes has 
been on his last, or rather hind, legs long enough by 
the amount of braying he has done. So wo will dis­
miss him with a friendly poke to browse on his native

hills, where thistles are plentiful and troublesome 
Atheists are at a corresponding discount. H . J.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS O F  SECULARISM.

1. Secularism teaches that man, in all his actions 
and aspirations, should follow tho sole guidance, and 
acknowledge the supreme and undivided authority) 
of Reason. The Secularist, therefore, walks in the 
light of science, and takes social utility as the spring 
of his conduct.

2. Knowing nothing of any supernatural guidance 
or interference, either in the affairs of human society 
or of the universe at large, Secularism refuses to 
postulate the supernatural in any form or shap0 
whatsoever.

3. Secularism, therefore, excludes supermundane 
hopes and fears, regarding them as neither necessary 
motives nor essential incentives to virtuous conduct.

4. Secularism, accordingly, regards the pursuit and
enjoyment of present or prospective happiness 10 
this life as man’s only wise and useful aim, n° 
because it objects to posthumous bliss p er se, b 
because it looks upon our secular salvation as tn 
only realisable goal of human effort. . .

5. Secularism posits social utility— or the princip1
which seeks the highest happiness of the 
whilst procuring the least possible injury, if any) 1 
tho few— as the only safe, sound, and sensible ba91 
of all private and public morality. . s

6 . Secularism, therefore, appraises man’s actio
as good or bad only in proportion as these conu>r 
or conflict with the utilitarian criterion of moral co 
duct, as before defined. i

7 . Secularism affirms that liberty of thought * 
speech is the necessary precursor, and invariable 8 
companirnent, of all truo social progress.

Secularists, therefore, assert the right, and c*® 
as tho duty, of ovory individual to exercise by B ^  
self, and vindicate tho equal exercise by all othor8»^  
untrammelled liberty of thought and oxpressio0 
all subjects of human interest. . #\t

8 . Secularism further seeks to remove all p0' 1 1 
social, and economic conditions that may 01 
operate in any way prejudicially to tho onjoymen 
each and all of equal opportunities of reaching j 
highest attainable degree of material and 10 
well-being realisable by man ns a social animal- 0f

9. Secularism regards theology as the Pr9 , _„i it
ignorance and credulity, immoral in the m jt 
adores, in the creed it exacts, the ethical the J ^  
propounds, and in its general tendencies of t» 
and action. uOc0

Secularists, therefore, discard and
thoology as by nature and necessity tho imp 

in c aD 8 hiShost mental and morai progress jt( 
10. Such being the principles of Secularism)

objects are as follows:—  9I
( a)  f 0 remove all barriers to tho fullest e<l 

rĜ . °  m thought, speech and action. . W
G v.T o  dispel tho fog of Supernaturahsru j{

exposing the superstitious source from wh’c ^ 
springs, and tho pernicious influence to wbic 
always tends. tj,0

( e )  To promote a widespread knowledge 0 fllJcl 
laws or conditions which govorn the materia-> -'.(.'ofl.

(d )  T o tihr li ^individuals and societies. a  
o f  any form nf8A a , ®tato patronage and B.aPjj°Pj 
political nn -i the°l0£7> whothor by su b sid ise¿4MsLr pTotMiy° “ t

t b M o g y  iailhlim° r“ !it y  ,Tom l i °  rationni i DCl inereby place eth ics upon »  r  or m L l  iio p o o d »»1

m  r ,  ' proPa ° r «w ort«. ,
b y iita h u F ^ m0t0 nnivorsaI goodwill amongst %

y  stabhshing auch healthy social conditioos

b0”p >a P „ pj

I
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may tend to harmonise the welfare of individuals 
with the larger welfare of society.

(g) And, finally, to teach the world, and to 
practice before mankind, the common-place but 
salutary,- much needed lesson, that the affairs of 
this life are of paramount importance beyond those 
of any other imaginary existence, that life is abun­
dantly worth living, and especially worth living 
well; that there is an enormous mass of preventible 
and quite unnecessary misery in the world to-day, 
with which Secular methods can alone successfully 
grapple; that it is'the duty'of every man to do all 
he can to reduce this mass of misery, and that there 
is before the race a boundless vista of possibilities 

happiness, not only for the generations yet 
unborn, but even for us hero, and to-day, if only 
We will wisely pursue the path of science and social 
Empathy, and not walk, as hitherto, in the darkened 
councils of the godly. W . H eafokd.

B O O K  C H A T .

; ^ erman work on the question of a personal God and the 
mortality of the soul, by Albert Markus, is published at 

er ag a Magazine, Zürich.

he]/1 new v°lume of Souvenirs, Eenan tells how a pious 
him V6r orthodox type, who resides at Nantes, sends
“ Th eVe.r^ month a letter containing only these words: 
p0nder9, 18 a hell.”  Eenan is not angry with his sour corres- 
that  ̂ 8hould be very glad,”  he writes, “ to feel sure
g 6 ]0(T re ' 8 a hell,” for he would prefer bell to annihilation, 
future KS W1̂  fk0 most serene complacency on the unknown 
if) j ‘ ,“ ell has no terrors ; for, says he, “ I imagine that 
unDl “ 13 severity, the Eternal were to send me to that 

asant place I would manage to get out.”
TheColle ^ “uuscripts of Jeremy Bentham at the University 

man g0 are f° be edited by Mr. Thomas Whittaker, author of 
aro al n°^a^ e articles in Mind. In the British Museum there 
Well w°»!*LanuscrT t8 ° f  Bentham of a Froethought character

worth attention.

^tephe* ^ ‘bnlicce is the title chosen by Sir James Fitzjames 
Ilookg p . ^’8 Interesting paper on Froissart, Montaigne, 
Prluted^^mhingworth, Taylor and Clarendon, because re- 
Higgjng r°m the Saturday Review. Many years ago Godfrey 
quec,K„ P'jt out an excellent little book on the Sunday 
H tl0n With the same title.

It
-  is the experience both of English ov0r_ Teachers’

^alers that the day of the family Bib • 0ven
o j® » , ParaSraph Bibles, and limp a° But tho
J o  Bevised Version is still sometimes asked imalier

eta and for the family Bible is becoming ) re BUp-
degrees and beautifully less. A  largo numoe 

posed to find their way to pawnshops.

* * , .r *bo IiomilecticPrincipal Cave, in tho current number  ̂ mftUer 0f
evieui, as guardedly as possible adrni 3 ,, 0 p[0iy Scrip-

act “  absolute inerrancy ”  doe8 not exist in ghost made a 
UrtB- But plainly, this mean, that the Holy u  

fftw mistakes. But then, urges Dr. Cavo, they 
unimportant.

e: n. Austrian professor has discovered that ,.in under 
J & t h .  natural perfumo of tho hair. Now wo 

d the unaccountable depravity o f bald-hoadci i
yo‘ ‘ M.r- Smith, you seem to bo evolving that translation fror, 
devo*-nner consciousness.”  “  Well, Professor, I  road ra m 
J ^ n s  last night that ‘ by faith Enoch was translated 

thought I  would try it on Horaco.”
w A eto, 7  m told of Philip Phillips, “  tho sweet singer." H 
Wo?,u .yron W . Whitnoy, of Boston, asking bun if h 
in /i ^ a,d him ' n somo service o f sacred song, and Boero 
l)ee„ -a® if t0 Kivo him a half-smothorcd hint that no Bordn 
Wih a7  consideration should bo expected or desired, th 
ThnT B!Bned himself “ Philip Phillips, singing J r  JosUB, 
Mr ■¡JPJ’.kcation meant to bo given w a s  taken, and in repV 
Hot ^  ''fney wroto his terms, and asking i f  tho j 
r i ^ f u l i y a b l o t o  pay bis price as was a poor human, (h 

Sued himself •< Myron W . Whitney, B in g in g  for stamps.

CHE1STIANITY AND PERSECUTION.
The Vedas and the Shastas— the writings of the Buddhists 

and those of the Parsees and the Chinese— contain nowhere 
such a justification of wholesale murder, as do the scriptures 
of the Jews and of the Christians. From these have been 
drawn the power to persecute, and, if possible, to exterminate 
those who worship God in a different fashion to those in power. 
Calvin was as bad as Torquemada ; and, even at the present 
time, it is only public opinion that prevents fanatics, like the 
early New Englanders, from reducing their Christian hate to 
practical torture. Everywhere the professed followers of 
Jesus assume the power to torment their opponents, whenever 
they can do so without breaking the civil law, and there are 
few pulpits from which the voice of revilement, contumely 
and denunciation is not repeatedly heard. The Romans abuse 
the Anglicans ; the Establishment sneers at Dissent ; Non­
conformists censure all churches ; and all libel those whom 
they call Free Thinkers and Atheists.— Dr. Thomas Inman, 
“ Ancient Faiths and Modern,” p. 62.

-  THE MOSAIC ACCOUNT NOT TEUE.
The records of nature have now been found to reveal an 

orderly and progressive system of the development of matter 
and mind into its present forms, extending through vast ages, 
proving the Mosaic story of creation to be untrue, and placing it 
among the myths of earlier days of the human race, which are 
found to abound in the traditions or literature of all people. 
This orderly progress of nature reveals an unvarying method, 
which makes every effect the result of preceding natural 
causes; and the violations of its methods, called “  miracles,”  
are unsupported by sufficient evidence to warrant their belief. 
Every miracle of which circumstances have permitted a 
scientific examination has been disproved, and shown either 
to be a fraud or to be the result of a law of nature known or 
fairly supposed. The miracles of our days are now on the 
eve of solution by the discovery of the laws of psychology 
and animal magnetism, which many learned men believe will 
in time solve all that is not fraudulent in the phenomena of 
Spiritualism. . . , The Christian scheme of theology must 
therefore take its place in the order of the development of 
human thought, and in time give place to the next system 
which the advancing mind of man er«lves; that, in turn, to 
be improved upon as knowledge of nature and tho control of 
her forces increases.— Roht. C. Adams.

THE FREETHINKER’S TASK.
The disciples of Secularism should learn to value tho right, 

of Freethought as the palladium of their faith, as the basis 
of all other blessings, moral and material as well as intel­
lectual. They should learn to revere tho memory of the 
martyrs of their faith, and recognise the importance of their 
services to the cause of modern civilisation and its sacred 
principles; but they should also recognise the magnitude of 
tho remaining task. It is no trifle that tho prevalent system 
of ethics and tho temporal and eternal hopes of millions of 
our brethren arc still based on a lie. It is no trifle that the 
health and happiness of millions of our fellow-mon are still 
sacrificed on tho altar of that untruth by the suppression of 
public recreations on tho only day when a large plurality of 
our working men find their only chance of leisure. It is no 
trifle that men are still branded as “  infidels,”  “  renegades,”  
and “  scofTers ”  for refusing to kneel in tho temple of a 
nature-hating fanatic,— Felix Leopold Oswald, “  Bible of 
Nature,” p. 135.

W o may differ in this world, but when wo get to tho 
cemetery wo nro all on n dead lovol.

This curious advertisement appeared in tho columns of a 
contemporary: “  I f  tho lady who pocketed tho china cup 
from tho littlo tea scrvico sot when my furniture was on vioiy 
a t ------ will return it, I  shall bo obliged, and will hand a dona­
tion to tho funds supporting tho placo o f worship sho makes 
uso of.”

Apropos o f Bradshaw culture, this story is quoted about 
the Bishop o f Oxford. Dr. Stubbs was addressing an audience 
o f Rending High School girls on tho occasion of their prize 
distribution, and oxpressed his regret that he no longer had 
leisuro to dovoto to general literature. “  Indeed, my dear 
young friends,”  tho wortliv prclato continued, “  thcro is hut 
ono book which I now find timo to dip into at all. Its naino 
commences with a * B.’ Perhaps you can guess at tho title.”  
“ B ib le !’’ volubly exclaimed all tho school, seeing only tho 
bishop and not knowing tho man. “ No, Bradshaw,”  cuino 
tho solemn correction; whereupon the girls blushed in a 
body, and Dr. Stubbs smiled his own characteristic smile.
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IN CHUECH.

I feel a solemn sanctity, 
i\ Sweet rest of soul is mine,
My heart abides in pious peace,

My bonnet sets divine !
Grace, like a river, fills my soul,

In chastened joy I sit.
I  feel religion’s deepest power,

My sacque’s a perfect fit.

A  holy fervor penetrates 
My soul’s remotest nooks,

An earnest, chastened, fervid joy—
How neat that ribbon looks 1 

The good man tells of Christian peace,
The organ’s anthem swells,

I  bathe in streams of pure delight,
My dress cost more than Nell’s !

0  holy rest 1 0  Sabbath calm 1
0  chastened peace serene !

1 feel thy deep abiding spell.
How dowdy is Miss Green 1

I feel a pure religious glow,
0  rapture undefined 1 

I  know my bonnet looks so nice 
To those who sit behind !

—  Yankee Blade.

A C I D  D R O P S .

One of Hughes’s proposals was that the docks should be 
controlled by a public trust; and then, according to the 
Daily News report, strikes and casual labor would disappear, 
and London pauperism would pass away for ever! Such was 
the incredibly foolish talk of a Christian minister on a Sunday 
afternoon 1 And the worst is, thousands applauded the folly.

“  General ”  Booth’s travelling secretary, Mr. A. M. Nicol, 
contributes to the Christian World a glowing account of his 
tour. “  Agnostics, Jews and representatives of almost every 
phase of religious thought,”  he says, “ have occupied his 
platforms or presided at his meetings, or in some other way 
testified to the admiration of the man ; while more than one 
have admitted that religion, as exhibited by the Salvationists, 
is an almost unanswerable reply to the negativism in which 
they have sought shelter.”

The last part of the sentence we may be sure is a piece of 
Nicol fiction. Freethinkers are not so foolish as Booth’s 
travelling secretary imagines. They cannot become Christians 
because some Christians are actively benevolent. Eeligion is 
true or false irrespective of the character of its votaries.

It appears from the vote taken last week that there are 
5,331 householders of B istbourne who desire the maintenance 
of the Local Act against bands and processions, as against 
738 in favor of repealing the Act. The Army advocates 
Local Option, but not in regard to itself.

“ General ”  Booth encourages confession in “ the Army.’ 
The War Cry exhorts the soldiers to “  tell their sins ”  to 
their captains. All these religious systems come to the same 
thing in thp end.

Answers is .the name of one of those penny olla*podrida 
' papers that are so numerous on railway bookstalls. A  Recent 
number of this journal contains an article “ To Those About 
to Marry,”  in which the writer says that, “  Without the grace 

• of God a husband or a wife is not likely to cultivate domestic 
virtues or restrain a bad temper.”  We suspect this is a 
generalisation from a limited experience. It is rash on the 
part of any writer to suppose that the vices of his own home 

j are common to all others.

The Bishop of Rochester excited much ire in C hurchm en 
by attending Spurgeon’s funeral. Many wrote to the Church 
Times, and “ A  Rural Dean,”  says: “  Either the service was 
schismatic or not. If the former, then are there any Broad 
Church principles broad enough to shelter the action 1 
Another writer, signing himself “  Pro Ecclesia Dei,”  ask®' 
“  Are such proceedings consistent with loyalty to the Church 
of England— nay, rather to the Catholic Church of Christ» 
Would the blessed Cyprian have blessed the followers 
Novatus or Novation ? Would St. Augustine have ble3«0“ 
the Donatists ?”  __

Spurgeon was alleged to have died with the good old te*“
"  I have fought the good fight ”  upon his lips. It transpir08j

I however, from his secretary, that the actual words utters1id
were the equally significant ones, “  Let them find out.”  T*11® 
curt expression was in answer to a suggestion that his fl°c 
wanted to know their shepherd’s condition.

The Rev, Ananias Hughes held forth at St. James’ Hall 
last Sunday afternoon on the London County Council. His 
object was to show that Christianity, and especially the 
Wesleyan species of it, was mixed up with the business of 
governing the metropolis. His method was delightfully 
simple. He took a list of Progressive demands, and put them 
forward as if he or the Wesleyan Church had invented them. 
Nay, he almost suggested that they might be found in the 
New Testament— perhaps in the Ananias edition.

Of all the panegyrics on Mr. Spurgeon the most extra* 
ordinary is that of the Rev. W. Lockhart of Liverpool. Tb1® 
gentleman pointed out that Mr. Spurgeon died at the saw6 
age as Calvin, Dickens, Jeremy Taylor, Whitfield and Shak6' 
speare; and “  who would say that he had not graven v,i 
work as deeply as any of them ?”

his

Mr. Lockhart is out in his chronology. Shakespearo di 
at the age of fifty-two. Then as to the comparison. C°c 
anything bo more utterly absurd ? Only a man in a PU,P 
could think of mentioning Spurgeon and Shakespeare in 
same breath. One was a popular preacher, whose s0rB1,h. 
betray the genius of commonplace; the other was
greatest poet and mightiest mind that evor adorned the ear
Shakespeare will delight and edify millions of men 
women centuries after Spurgeon is only a namo i° 
Dictionary of National Biography.

tb.
4an

tb6

iLgf 1
now  the Ritualists and Evangelicals love one an°£u . 0 

The High Church Times, in its current issue, speaks of  ̂
Low English Churchman as indulging in “ the *°  ̂
calumnies of reckless critics.”  The English Churchv 
speaks in similar termsjof'the Ritualists’ organs.

. tb6
The Rev. Athelstone Riley, who has lived much »“ 

East, laments that Englishmen want short sermons» ^ f 
among Eastern Christian religions, services of fifteen .  ̂
duration are by no means unusual. The more back'v j  
place is, you are sure to find more attention given to Go 
less to man.

There is no end to the nonsense a Christian will 'v̂  tb6 
eulogy or defence of his ridiculous creed. Here -„g 
Christian World, for instance, in an article on ‘‘ "Im 1 of 
Women,”  declaring that “  Among the secondary c ^ vjoo6 
Christianity, nothing, perhaps, is moro striking or aUd 
than the service it has rendered to the emancipa" ^  it 
elevation of woman.”  Now if Christianity had done

km“

“  We claim the streets for God ”  was inscribed on- a con­
spicuous banner at the Salvationists’ Hyde Park demonstration. 
Persons whoso horses are frightened by the bands need not 
send in claims to General Booth. They must bo sont to the 
headquarters in heaven.

“  General ”  Booth seems to havo attracted somo attention 
in Rome. The Tablet correspondent says that “  driving 
about in his rather striking uniform he was taken for a 
precursor of the Carnival 1”

emancipation "a*3^  DOt a seoon^ary claim;
¡ Z Z PZ  * °d • e,r tion of th° mothers of -
mafo and fem a le^ O h ^ r  °]eration of tLo ^ V t b 6 kind T> V j Christianity, however, did nothing j
her back VVOman instea.l o f raising her, and
from to) ‘ 1° °: P08*1*011 ° f  inferiority and subordinA
from wh ch she had been rescued by thi-Rom an law ^
anf3 • . leo7> hut a known to ovory student of b*3

Ana jurisprudence.

with‘*iPl0a* C(jntomPorary is Obliged to modify 
’ th reservation,.”  T h , Christian Church “  mre to
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an equal footing with men in its fellowship.”  A t the same 
time “  it is clear that St. Paul did not like to hear women 
speak in the church.”  This is a very mild way of stating the 
apostle’s contempt of the sex. He told woman to keep her 
place, and the Church ha3 always told her the same thing. 
And what is “  her place,”  according to Christian teaching and 
history ? Simply this— to play second fiddle to man, to follow 
his lead, to accept his lordship, to obey him as her divinely- 
appointed master. All the Church has allowed her is suffering 
and silence. So long as she sacrificed herself she was acting 
lightly, and the fruits of her sacrifice were always reaped by 
men— if priests may be counted as men, instead of a third 
or neuter gender.

There are plenty of poor and destitute people in South 
Lancashire, and a man with £25,000 could do a lot of good 
with it. But the Bev. J. G. Haworth and his aunt Nancy, 
having this sum to dispose of, chose to build a gospel-shop 
■with i t ; and the new house for God being erected at Walsall, 
Bear Bury, they had it consecrated by the Bishop of Man­
chester— for the usual consideration. The Bishop gave off a 
8uPply of the Holy Ghost, and the place is now sacred.

In the course of his professional harangue the Bishop of 
Manchester was good enough to praise his own religion. 
Great is Diana of the Ephesians 1 There never was such a 
goddess 1 All the other deities are dregs and scum in com­
parison 1 Such was the Bishop’s clamor, only he didn't say 
Liana, he said Ohristr—who was not half as good looking, nor 
Perhaps half as chaste.

heaven. Yet the Dean takes some two thousand a year. 
No doubt his experience confirms the Bible.

The old saying that “ when thieves fall out,”  etc., is 
amusingly illustrated by the advocates of the rival Christian 
missions to Japan. The Catholic Mirror asserts that the 
Protestant mission work in Japan has been a failure, and 
that the only hope for the future is in the native girls and 
boys who are being educated for teachers. The New York 
Independent answers in this style : “  This is sad news ; but if 
Protestant missions are a failure, what shall we say of the 
Catholic missions in Japan, which have less than half as 
many converts as the Protestants, and less than one-fifth as 
many adherents in the Japanese Parliament ? ”  Well, we 
should imagine that, if the Protestants have done no good, 
the Catholics must have succeeded in doing a rather large 
minus quantity of good, or, in other words, a great deal of 
harm. Which result we might have expected.

The missionaries have been crowing over the result of 
the census in India, as compared with that of ’81, since it 
shows that the Christian population is increasing in a 
greater ratio than either the Hindus or Mohammedans. 
But the explanation is simple. There remain in India 
still above ten millions of almost savages, hill and forest 
tribes, who are neither Hindus or Mohammedans, and who 
readily embrace the Christian faith. Christianity may be 
expected to gather up most of these, but success with 
them only brings contempt from the higher races.

Bishop Moorhouse said, among other things, that Chris- 
unity had “  established a common brotherhood which 

of stran£elJ w*Gi the heathenish gladiatorial shows
to ^  Pa*L”  Verily the Bishop is hard pressed when he has 
j 8° Back fifteen hundred years for his illustration. No 
but S^fiiatorial shows were bad enough in their way; 
j, what about the gigantic gladiatorial shows of modern 
7*Jr°Pe * What about our huge standing armies and our 
^  ,!8a‘ Wars ? Are they not a strange result of that “  common 

0 nerhood ”  which Christianity boasts of establishing ?

A clauso in the French Bill dealing with Associations 
pfovides that all establishments in which persons live in 
notnmunity may bo inspected by authorities specially deputed 
to do Thia claugQ will giv0 th0 ciyii authorities power to 

convents. Many think these establishments, as much 
inspection as lunatic asylums.

. ~ DU
lnsPect
demand

hi q f l o r a l  letter has been read in all tho Catholic churches 
echo i a> enjoining parents not^o send their children to any 
are , 8 where the one true faith is not taught or where there 
Petpet r°n different religions. Thus are religious hatreds

The“ Ann >  kas officially sanctioned tho festival of tho 
the cut* t n ° P ^ ary Ibe Immaculate at Lourdes.”  Surely 
this de ° , 0 must bavo winkod tho other eyo when ho signed

i  ii
^anif0 j~Veeb8 aro usually tolerant, but tho spirit of religion 
pillaged H *f8,e^  >n Athens last weok, when the mob 
and . Protestant church, and maltreated the ministers 

"^shippers.

L 3 *1,0 CathedralAn insane clergyman at Berlin in ,‘rrul) „touting “ The 
ssrvico in the presence of the emperor by sn° »
b ienn ium  is coming.” The old Bible prophecies 
6* le  for a deal of mental derangement.

Tha Dean of York objects to tbe p e> ^ representin g  
Vicar of B ray”  on tho London stage * ten

boly things in a very irreverent mann ■• .je(j  forth
°.r twelve y e » «  ago, such a play won 1 • being
^ o n g  remonstrance. Wo remember L . 1. 
threatened with a prosecution for having on a 1 
bill, “ Miraculous draught of fishes.

Says this reverend Dean, by his own experience ho was 
convinced that the Bible is nothing else, and can bo 
nothing else, than tho word of Revelation. Well, the 
“ rble 8ay8) ,<8ell Unt lh0ll liast and givo to the poor, 
"nd that it is next to impossible for a rich man to get to

The test of a religion, as of a race, is how it succeeds 
when in conflict with advanced competitors. Now it is 
a striking fact that while Christianity does overcome the 
faiths of savage races, it does not succeed with the more 
civilised ones. Shanars and Karens are converted, while 
Confucians, Buddhists, high-caste Hindus and Mohammedans 
are unconvinced. When it is remembered how many in 
Christian lands are non-Christians, it seems likely that 
if Christ defers his second coming till all the world is 
Christian, even Baxter’s grandchildren will never witness 
the event.

Christians have been much horrified to hear that through­
out China their religion is known as the pig-devil religion ; 
and still more shocked at the blasphemy which continually 
speaks of worshipping the hog Jesus Christ. It appears, 
however, that these appellations have arisen entirely through 
tho missionaries themselves. In Chinese tho words for “  pig ”  
and for “  lord ”  are both sounded alike, and represented by 
tho character chu. Now owing to this, “  chu ”  is never used 
as an appellation. But in the scriptures, as well as in the 
widely circulated Christian tracts, there is constant reference 
to Chu Yeh-su Chi-tu— meaning the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
which the Chinese naturally read as Pig Jesus Christ. Of 
course the literati know the meaning, but use it as a good 
pun against tho Christians, much as a sceptical Frenchman 
may mispronounce chrétien as crétin.

Professor Drummond has made the discovery that “  most 
men are Atheists,”  because “  their conception of God is 
wrong.”  Of course tho Professor is right. Ho has tho 
straight tip.

In the thirteenth century arose a virulent Christian heresy 
known by the name of its most celebrated production as The 
Everlasting Gospel, a work attributed to Joachim di Flora. 
According to this doctrine, the first revelation was that of tho 
Father to the Jews. This was superseded by that of the Son 
to tho Christians ; but this would in turn be superseded by 
tho doctrine of tho Spirit. The dominion of the Father 
extended to the advent of John the Baptist, who announced 
the Son ; that of the Son to Saint Benedict, who announced 
the Spirit. The world was divided into three ages— for the 
first the Old Testament, for the second the Now, and for the 
third and final age the Eternal Gospel. This final age was 
to have throe manifestations— first, that of the letter of tho 
Eternal Gospel ; second, that of its spiritual intolligenco ; 
third, that of the full manifestation of God.

The bold spirits who embraced this doctrine, chiefly monks 
inclined to mysticism, were everywhere hunted and persecuted. 
Many were burnt as Atheists. The heresy was stamped out, 
but some smouldering remnants occasionally burst out.
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Heine, the German poet, declared that, while he had given up 
Father and Son, he was still a knight of the Holy Ghost; and 
a living German poet has recently published some lines which 
have led to our observations. They may be translated—  

Father and Son may get them gone,
I neither need nor merit 

Their services ; but this I know,
I cannot want the spirit.

Some of the most “  blasphemous ” poetry ever published 
may be found in the Cherubischer Wandersman, the work of 
a Eoman Catholic mystical priest, Johann Scheffler, who wrote 
under the name of Angelus Silesius. He was what Novalis 
called Spinoza, “  a God-intoxicated man.”  He boldly declares 
himself, what on the Theistic theory he was, a part of God. 
He says, “  I cannot do without God, nor He without m e; He 
is as small as I, and I as great as He.”

God in my nature is involved 
As I in the divine ;

I help to make his being up 
As much as he does mine.

As much as I to God owes God to me,
His blissfulness and self-sufficiency.

I  am as rich as God, no grain of dust 
That is not mine too— share with me he must.

A  mass of rock weighing forty or fifty tons, which over­
hung the Calvinistic Methodist Chapel, at Nantlle Dwsycoed, 
Carnarvonshire, fell without the slightest previous warning 
on Wednesday night, and completely demolished the chapel, 
which is buried beneath the debris. The chapel-house 
adjoining, in which were six persons, fortunately escaped 
injury. The rock fell about an hour before the time for 
service, when the little chapel would have been filled and 
many lives would have been lost had the fall occurred then.

“ Love not the world nor the things of the world,”  is an 
injunction to all good Christians, and they obey it about as 
much as other people. The Eev. J. Ingle, incumbent of 
St. Olave’s, Exeter, felt age creeping on him, and sent in his 
resignation to the bishop as unable to continue his duties. 
When too late ho wished to return owing to the smallness 
of the pension which it was proposed to give him.

A man named Wood, a laborer at Kingston on Thames, 
when at church on Sunday, heard something that riled him 
from the pulpit. He shouted out, “  That’ll do, governor; 
it ’s all rot.”  For this the Christian magistrates have sen­
tenced him to twenty-one days’ imprisonment in default of a 
fine of twenty shillings and costs, which he could not pay. 
It was very impolite of Mr. Wood to thus express his senti­
ments concerning the reverend gentleman’s sermon, but if 
overyone who had similar thoughts was imprisoned our gaols 
would not be so empty as they fortunately are.

The Eev. John W. Eicliardson, of Chanty, Dallas County 
Missouri, deserted his wife and child, and eloped with a 
fourteen-year-old daughter of a prominent farmer in the 
neighborhood who attended his Sunday school. So far from 
religion curing a sensual nature, it rather acts otherwise, as 
furnishing the means to do ill deeds makes ill deeds done.

Many a magnificent church is nothing more than a mil­
lionaire’s penance.

The Lord has sent some rain to Southern India too late to 
benefit the crops, and something like a famine still threatens. 
A  severe epidemic of small-pox has now broken out in 
Bombay. Small-pox is also raging with severity at Corfu.

The vicar’s rate war still continues at Coventry. The vicar 
is bent on having his pound of flesh, but it is certain he will 
not get it unless he incurs the odium of distraining on the 
goods of his parishioners, and thereby occasioning riot and 
tumult. The City Council and Boards of Guardians have 
passed resolutions to oppose the collection of the rate on their 
propeity. ____

Michigan has a pious sensation that probably is without 
a parallel in the history of the world. About a year

ago an old man 75 years old was shot and killed by his 
son. The murderer was tried, but was acquitted. The 
matter was nearly forgotton, when about a week ago the 
man “  experienced religion,”  and under the excitement 
of the moment made a full confession of his horrible 
crime. He closed with these words:— “  Thank God, 
I’m saved. I’m ready to go to state prison or to hang,
but I know my sin will be pardoned. ‘ Wash me and
I shall be whiter than snow,’ has been my prayer, and 
it is answered, praise God 1 I’m going to get to heaven 
if I  have to go through state prison to do it. I ’m saved,

I but a murderer.”  It looks as though the Free Methodists
1 who conducted the revival meetings where this murderer 

was converted had got more than they bargained for. 
We presume no other church wants to take their convert 
off their hands.— Boston Investigator.

A  ghost story worthy the investigation of Mr. Stead 
is that of the conscientious spook who, after being dead ten 
years, returned a borrowed umbrella. He had taken up the 
interval in considering the question whether after death the 
umbrella might be taken from his legatees in order to return 
to the rightful owner, and whether his discomfiture at seeing 
a ghost with an umbrella would be greater than his gratifica­
tion at its return. It was a gingham made in 16 pieces, and 
with its ribs shaky. But the ghost returned it. He felt be 
could never meet Abraham, Isaac and Jacob face to face 
unless he restored that umbrella.

Mr. Acland, lecturing on village life at Manchester, pointed 
out the deplorable position of the village schoolmaster. He 
finds himself, for the most part, the servant of one man— 
that is, of the parson of the parish ; and the questions which 
are put to him are generally such as “  I want a really good 
organist; are you such ? When have you accompanied 
Gregorians ? What psalter was it you used ? Have you 
accompanied a choral celebration ?”  Upon his answers to 
such questions depends the engagement of a man who ia 
practically a public servant, paid to educate the children of 
the nation.

“  Why do you support the Unitarians ?”  asked a sky-phot 
of an indifferent, “  Well, you see, they give you less religio® 
than anybody else for the same money,”  was the reply.

Says the Glasgow Weekly Herald: “ A Greenock clergy* 
man the other day wrote to a local tobacconist pointing out 
that the snuff-boxes surmounted with donkey heads which lay 
upon his counter were calculated to lower the morals of the 
people.”  _____

Dr. Chapman, who has 4>een examining the brains 
gorillas, declares the gorillas to be lower in the monkey tribe 
than the chimpanzee and ourang, and that man, instead o 
coming in direct descent from any one of these orders, 
descended with them from a more remote and comm011 
ancestor, probably the lemurs, whoso fossil romains have been 
found in the Eocky Mountains. Man and monkey possess 
certain things in common and differ in certain things, point' 
ing to a common ancestry rather than a collateral ho® 0 
progressive descent.

The sooner the Ball’s Pond Hall Company is wound up the 
better. Its premises are now rented by the Mildmay Kadic*1 
Club, which has passed a resolution that no more Freethougb 
meetings shall be held there. Two lectures advertised by 
the London Secular Federation have had to be cancelled.

The Newcastle Board of Guardians was asked by Canon 
iTanklm to consent “ that candidates for appointment be not 
questioned as to their religious persuasion.”  This was 
seconded by Mr. Hopper, but lost by 14 votes to 7. Bigottf 
still reigns at Newcastle.

. The Watch Committee of Newcastle likewise refuses to 
interfere with the police prosecution of Mr. Loader, on to® 
a surd ^ground that it has “ no right to interfere in t ® 
matter.”  Evidently there is still need in “  canny Newcastle 
ot a vigorous Freethought propaganda.

Captain Nichols, the head constable, got up and said i® 
presence of the Malthusian Defence Committee’s deputaH® ’ 
that he was the responsible party. Yes, but the Watch Co 
mittee are his masters— or should be.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, Feb. 28, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.O., at 
U.15, “ The Eight Hours’ Question ” ; at 7.15, “  The President 
of the Royal Society on God.”

Thursday, March 3, Workmen’s Club and Institute,_ High- 
street, Walthamstow, at 8, “  Why I  cannot be a Christian.
Admission free,

the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d .; Half Year, 
3a. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7$d. Australia, China and Africa : 
— One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d .; Three Months, 
2s. 2d. India:— One Year, 10s. lO d.; Half Year, 5s. öd .; 
Three Months, 2s. 8Jd.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
March 6, Merthyr; 1 3 , Wolverhampton; 20, Manchester; 

21, Warrington; 27, Hall of Science.
April 3, Hall of Science.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

%

Ciiarlks Watts’ Engagements.—February 28, Birmin­
gham. March 6, Birmingham ; 7 and 8, Mechanic’s Institute, 
Nottingham; 13 and 20 (morning and evening), Hall of 
ocience; 27, Birmingham; 29 and 30, Newcastle-on-Tyno. 
April 3, Manchester; 10 and 17, Birmingham ; 24, Sheffield. 
May 1 and 8 (morningand evening) Hall of Science; 15 and 22, 
Birmingham.— All communications for Mr. Watts should be 
Be?t direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The Orescent, Bir- 
mingkam.

• Eiiance.—Ward Lock and Co.’s edition of Gibbon is doubt- 
( i ' u .** professes to be. Murray’s edition of Milman’s 
"abbon is re-edited by Dr. Smith, and printed in a superior 

j  anner in 8 vols. octavo.
?p,pH Bhown acknowledges 10s. from the Newcastle Branch 
or the North Eastern Secular Federation fund.

Y • (Liverpool).—We find your signature undecipherable.
will find all you want in Sale’s edition of the Koran, 

j a,ob can be bought for a few shillings. Sir William Muir’s 
arge work on Mahomet is very valuable. The small volume 
S|iod by the Religious Tract Society is good in its way, but

S. w T h a t  biassed
A Alison.—Thanks for cuttings.

‘ 1 “ Tkvknb.— Wo do not know the address of any news- 
goat at Cambridge who sells this journal. Perhaps ono of 

^ lr readers can toll you. If a newsvendor cannot get liis 
hig° e9a'e agent to supply tho Freethinker heBhould transfer

T, \y ®astom to a more accommodating house.
*  ’ 8 an sermon of Talmage’s, we beliove. His 

that ) 9 ° n ,b,nab aro ineffably Billy. Tho Biblo does say 
hell * 10 Pr°phet lodged in tho whalo’s mouth, but in its 

'J. > and the gullet of a whale will only accommodate a 
ihoirT A h. Road Mr. Foote’s Bible Romances. 

a- I You can join tho N. S. S. by paying one shilling, 
w ' 7°» can increase your subscription at any time attar- 
in f ’ . delighted to hoar that wo have been instrumental 

feeing y ()U frora th0 incubus of superstition. Thanks 
G. J0?°.ur c°rdial good wishes.

0f thNs.T0Nk.—Wo aro quito awaro of tho Catholic doctrine 
win'0. ,rnrnnoulnto conception of the Virgin Mary. It is dealt 
r6fol 1,1 M Virgin Mother, by Mr. Foote. Tho “  Acid Drop ” 
t0 / rod *° tho immaculate conception of Josus, who is said 
aRo; a.Ve boe>r born, not only without sin, but without tho 

J. Q *8 a,lco of a human father, 
moot’ ONS,'~^'ro fancy not. Some regulation of open-air 

in London seems desirable. The County 
S. RtTiCi , ? R°t apart certain portions of tho parks.

this ;N’ ia' rdrossor, Boavor-road, South Ashford, Kont, sells 
Many ;,0Urntd a,|d all Secular publications.

Mr. p0r[e,HPonfients remain unanswered in consoqucnco of 
Mo'fr 8 absence at Bristol to debate with tho Rev. J. 

^ C p 10^ .
—'Em;, orivkd.—Fritankaron—Truthseeker—Liohtfrcund 
Boston ■ r 0rTLiborator—Two Worlds—Western Figaro— 
—p r tnvestigator—Freedom—Liberty— Dor Anno Teufel 
Dett Bivo Thinker—Cosmopolitan — Flaming Sword— 
Modor, 'rpT Echo—Ironclad Age—Lucifer—Orossbearer— 
Evenin' c,aought— Liverpool Echo — Joker—Portsmouth 

News—North Eastorn Daily Gazette—Fur Unscro 
D°urnp Answors—Yorkshire Horald — Southern Echo— 

„  —Dnnsnout'“ Guardian—Bristol Mercury—Burton Chroniclo 
PttI«NDS w? Adv°rtisor’
n ^arkiimn? Bond us newspapers would onlianco tho favor by 

6 PaH8agos to which they wish to call our attention, 
reply j8 ,dk^ck should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 

v 8tandH „ C8Irud in the current issuo. Othorwiso tho roply 
LtTpRAHv “ r tU1 tho following week.

9k*kenw to be addressed to tho Editor, 14
e Mong to M r£en’ London, E.C. All business cominunica- 
o°Ale ov border, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Ceedint-tn„ VEI'T,,SEMENTS,“~Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc- 
**s.; Half ^ or<8> 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 

{^P etition , ° umn’ b̂a<' Column, £1 10s. Special terms for

Post-office regulations to announce on the 
ie®eive th« °  the aubscriPtion is due> subscribers will in future 

Th°8 l°re<1 Wrapper'aber When their aubacriPtion «spires in a
Lee t o t v l W.ill,be f° rwarded, direct from the office, post 

. part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at

St. James's Hall, Bristol, was crowded to suffocation on 
Monday night, and a great many people were unable to gain 
admission. The occasion of the assembly was a public debate 
on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, between the Rev. J. 
Moffat Logan and Mr. G. W. Foote. The chair was taken by 
Mr. B. Bedell, a local gentleman in the legal profession, who 
made a brief introductory speech, in which he drew attention 
to the odious legal restrictions on speech and opinion, and 
expressed a hope that all sections of the meeting would try 
to get them swept out of the statute-book and the common 
law.

Mr. Logan’s supporters were of course in the majority, and 
when he rose he was enthusiastically applauded. He is a 
short man ; he told the meeting his height— five feet four. 
He is self-confident, fluent, and highly rhetorical. Probably 
he is an excellent preacher. Some of his periods smacked of 
the pulpit, and sounded as if they had done service on many 
a Sunday. ____

Mr. Logan never lost sight of hi3 own side of the audience ; 
in fact he spoke to them, and to them only. His object 
appeared to be to say what would satisfy the Christians and 
win their applause. Not a single observation of his was 
addressed to the Freethinkers or to persons in a state of un­
certainty. From the first, in fact, Mr. Logan has been 
anxious to take good care of himself. He positively declined 
to discuss the simple, plaiD question, “  Did Jesus Rise from 
the Dead ?”  He would only discuss the question of how we 
are to account for Christians believing that he rose from the 
dead. It was a clever move, but not a very brave one ; and 
Mr. Foote only consented to Mr. Logan’s conditions, in this as 
well as other respects, because he strongly desired to bring 
the reverend gentleman on the platform.

Mr. Logan chose the easiest course, and then made it still 
easier. The only witness of the Resurrection he produced 
was Saint Paul. Stripped of all its rhetorical adornments 
Mr. Logan’s argument came to this : — Paul said he saw 
Jesus; Paul was not a liar; Paul was not a man to be 
deceived : therefore Paul did see Jesus ; argal Jesus did rise 
from the dead. The argument, if it may bo called so, is so 
essentially childish, that Mr. Logan, who is no fool, must be 
aware that it would never have the slightest weight with 
anyone but a Christian— that is, a person who already believes 
what Paul is adduced to prove.

Mr. Foote was obliged to follow Mr. Logan, and he talked 
about Paul till he was sick of the very name. In vain did he 
beg Mr. Logau to go back to tho original story of the 
Resurrection, nnd give the testimony of persons who saw 
Jesus living, saw him dead, and saw him risen from the dead. 
Mr. Logan would not budge. Ho know he might go farther 
and faro worse, n e  clung to Paul with tho tenacity of a 
drowning man. So the first night's debate ended with this 
«  proof ” of tho Resurrection— ono man said he saw Jesus ten 
or twelve years after the Crucifixion ; and that one man’s 
uncorroborated and unsupported “  testimony”  is sufficient to 
establish a miracle 1 Really, it is enough to mako one ask if 
this is, after all, an ago of science and Board schools,

A word as to tho conduct of the meeting. Mr. Logan was 
listened to attentively. The Freethinkers gave him fair play. 
But the Loganites, as tho Mercury calls them, were not so 
civil and patient. Mr. Foote’s second and third speeches 
were delivered amidst great interruption. More than onco 
ho had to shout down the opposition, and the chairman had 
to appeal for order. On the whole, however, it might have 
been a great deal worse. Wo cannot expect Christians to 
learn all at once how to listen to both sides.

The Bristol dailies noticed the debate. A column report 
appeared in the Mercury, which described Mr. Foote as «  a 
powerful orator.”  It also complimented Mr. Logan on his 
"eloquence.”  Our own impression is that Mr. Logan could 
do better if he only got away from his Christian friends.
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Perhaps he would take part in a written debate. If so, the 
columns of the Freethinker are open for the purpose. We 
will also reprint the debate in book form at our own expense, 
and place a thousand copies at Mr. Logan’s disposition.

Tuesday evening’s meeting was, if possible, more crowded 
than Monday’s, and a larger number of persons vainly tried to 
get inside the building. The chair was taken by the Eev. J. 
Maclldowie. Mr. Foote opened the debate, and the Mercury 
says that he was “  treated not altogether generously, for now 
and again taunts utterly irrelevant to the particular point 
under notice were directed against him with a bluntness cal­
culated to disconcert many men. But Mr. Foote was never 
put o u t ; he had a direct answer for some of his adversaries ; 
others he did not trouble to notice, but went on with his 
speech without once losing the context.”  Mr. Logan spoke 
extremely well, and was listened to with attention by the 
Freethinkers until the close of the evening, when, having the 
last speech, he threw debating aside and indulged in what 
the Mercury calls “  a brilliant and impassioned sermon.”  
The Freethinkers resented this sermon ; it was not what 
they came for ; but Mr. Logan went on, quoting Christian 
hymns by the way, and sat down amid the wild cheers 
of his followers, who afterwards sang a well-known chapel 
tune with great gusto. ____

Mr. Foote’s lecture at the London Hall of Science this 
evening should be interesting both to Freethinkers and 
Christians. Sir. G. G. Stokes, president of the Eoyal Society, 
etc., etc,, is made much of by such bodies as the Christian 
Evidence Society. He appears to be one of their oracles and 
authorities. Unfortunately for them ho has written a book 
on Eeligion, and his Gifford Lectures on Natural Theology 
will be the subject of Mr. Foote’s discourse. Mr. Foote 
thinks ho will have little difficulty in showing that this 
“  eminent scientist ”  is a poor, broken reed for Christians to 
rest upon.

Mr. Pownceby informs us that the sum of £2 10s. was 
collected for the Children’s Party after Mr. Foote’s lecture 
last Sunday evening. Mr. E. Fordor acknowledges the 
following:— E. J. Tierney, 2 s . ; per Mrs. Foote, 9s. 9 d .; per 
G. Ward, 10s.; per Mrs. Cookney, 11s. 2 d .; par Miss Eobins, 
£1  13s. lO d .; per Mrs. Fisher, 3s. 2d. ; per Mrs. Standring, 
£1 58. 6 d .; per Mrs. Sleigh, 3s. 6 d .; per Mrs. Santen, 
4s. 6d .; E. Side, 5 s .; W. Leckey, 4s. ; W. C., 4 s .; C. M. 
Jacob, 5 s .; E. Shepherd, I s . ; Miss Barlow, Is.

The London Secular Federation has arranged two courses 
of Free Lectures for March— one at the Workmen’s Club and 
Institute, High-street, Walthamstow (near St. James-street 
station), in connection with the Leyton Branch N. S. S. ; the 
other for the West Ham Branch at Forest Gate. Mr. G. W. 
Foote opens at Walthamstow on Thursday evening, March 3, 
subject, »  Why I Cannot be a Christian,”  and will bo followed 
by Messrs. Standring, Stanley Jones, and 0. Cohen. The Forest 
Gate lectures will be by Messrs. Cohen, Touzeau Parris, II. 
Snell, and Mrs. Thornton Smith, commencing on March 10. 
As Freethought propaganda is new to both these districts, it 
is hoped that the lecturers will bo well supported by friends 
in the neighborhood.

At the half-yearly general meeting of the West London 
Branch, held last Friday, arrangements were made for a 
vigorous propaganda in Hyde Park, Hammersmith, and 
Kilburn, during the season now commencing. Final arrange­
ments were also ma le for a concert to bo held at the Hall of 
the Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove, Hammersmith, on 
Thursday evening, March 3, at eight o ’clock, when all friends 
will be cordially welcomed. The concert will be followed, at 
the same place, by a course of Thursday evening free lectures. 
On Thursday, March 10, Mr. Stanley Jones will open the course. 
Notwithstanding the increased amount of work done by the 
Branch during the past half-year, tho balance-sheet showed 
an improved financial position.

Our friend, Mr. Touzeau Parris, is a candidate in Hammer­
smith for the London County Council. We hope all 
Freethinkers will give him their hearty support, and that all 
voters will go to tho poll next Saturday.

Mr. S. H. Alison, the secretary of the West Ham Branch, 
sends a well-written and temperate letter to the Stratford 
Er-prtss in answer to some recent Christian calumnies,

West Ham readers are desired to read the letter from the 
Branch secretary, which appears in another column. We 
earnestly hope the West Ham friends will not get into the 
muddle that did so much harm in East Lambeth. In any 
case we trust that they will support Mr. Ivatts, a veteran 
worker for Freethought, who deserves well of our party. .

A  meeting will be held in the Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, 
Plaistow, E., on Sunday, Feb. 28, at 8 p.m., in support of 
Mr. Charles Ivatt’s candidature for West Ham School Board. 
Mr. Ivatts is president of the West Ham Branch, and all 
Secularists in West Ham are earnestly requested to attend 
and support Mr. Ivatts, who will address the meeting on the 
subject of “ Secular Education.” — S. H. A lison.

N. S. S. Branches should look at the list of Mr. Stanley 
Jones’s engagements, and see if they cannot engage him on 
the unoccupied dates. Mr. Jones is the N. S. S. paid secre­
tary, and his services are available to the Branches for lectures 
on the easiest possible terms.

The Manchester Branch of the N. S. S. has issued a circuit 
calling attention to the necessity of guaranteeing the expenses 
of Mr. Sam Standring in exclusively devoting his time to the 
work of the party in that district. The committee desire to 
raise a guarantee fund of £100. Donations will be gratefully 
received by Mr. S. King, treasurer, 12 Dorset-street, Hulmei 
Mr. T. Gough, financial secretary, 13 Harper-place, Chapman- 
street, Hulrne; Mr. Hemingway, 25 Higher Chatham-streeb 
O-on-M ; or Mr. J. E. Willock, 2 Morton-street, O-on-M.

Queen’s College, Birmingham, was originally devoted to 
the education of students in theology and medicine respec­
tively. Year by year the medical school has increased »n4 
prospered, and year by year the divinity classes have dwindle4 
and declined. Man has become more, and God less ; scien00 
has advanced, and theology declined. The medical depart­
ment has to go to larger premises in connection with to 
Mason secular College of Science, while the theologies 
department is threatened with total extinction. Which thing* 
are an allegory. ____

The lato Mr. H. Wardle, M.P., was cremated at Wokij1̂  
last week. Cremation is largely on the increase. 
crematorium at Woking was opened in 1885. In tho m 
three years only 26 were cremated ; in 1888 there were * ' 
in 1889, 46 ; in 1890, 5 4 ; and last year there were 99- ^
crematorium is being set up at Manchester, and a movem® 
is on foot for establishing one at Liverpool and other plaC ' 
as well as "a second one for London at Kensal Green.

Modern Thought, of Bombay, is going on well in its ?cc00„ 
year. It reprints from our columns Mr. Wheeler’s artic 0 
“  Women and Freethought,”  and some other items.

Frof. W. M. Salter, founder of the Ethical ®0Cp [ { ¡cal 
Chicago, has gone to minister to a congregation of L 1 w 
Culturists at Philadelphia. He is succeeded at OhicaR0 cr 
M. Mangassarian, who has been tho assistant of Prof* &■ 
in tho New York Society.

oldhi»
an4Mr. M. D. Conway will in the autumn resume 

position as lecturer at South-place Institute, Finsbury^^^ti 
an effort will be made to induce him to make it a p0r
one.

T> °  ° W h  BuildiD?  Act* (Compulsory
Eepea ) Bill comes on for second reading Mr. John Elli» f 1 
move the amendment of which ho gave notice last «e’ f “] 
declaring that compulsory powers for tho acquisition of 1» 
or 10 erection of places of worship now possessed by 

religious denomination should be impartially extended to 
We trust he means to include Secularists.

The movement for opening art galleries and museum» 
Sunday has found voice at Exeter Hall. In tho headquarter 
Evangelicals certain members o f tho Exeter Hall L ite r «  
Society brought forward tho question, and made a good 

espite tho indignant opposition of the majority.

At tho recent 
seven hundred thous

census at Cape Colony, South »3 
ous^nd persons classified thorn»® say»i

“ Of no religion.”  The Standard and Diggers 
this shows the tendency o f the colony is toward*

I of thought»
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The Boston Investigator refers to the New York Telegram 
as instancing that Colonel Injersoll is the most popular 
■writer in the United States. Never was he more read than 
to-day. Whatever he says is read by millions of persons, all 
of whom are eager to get his opinion on any subject.

Moncure D. Conway, in his address on Thomas Paine in 
New York, Jan. 29, claimed that Paine was the first person 
in America to favor the abolition of negro slavery ; that he 
was the first person who proposed arbitration to take the place 
of war ; that he was ten years ahead of Fitch in advocating 
steam-power for the propulsion of steamboats’ ; and that he 
was the first to invent the iron tubular bridge.

Colonel Ingersoll’s great oration on'this occasion is now on 
sale at our publishing office, price twopence. It is entitled 
Humanity's Debt to Thomas Paine.

Says the Freethinkers' Magazine: “ The Freethinker, of 
Uondon, has been enlarged to sixteen pages, and every page 
18 worth the price of a copy. There is no dross in it, all 
Cental gold 22 carats fine. Send ten cents for a sample copy.”

MR. W ATTS IN SCOTLAND.

Watts opened his round of engagements in Glasgow 
^ader most discouraging circumstances. About a week 

store the time for his visit he sustained a slight accident to 
18 kg, and it was only with the grudging and guarded 

permission of his medical adviser that he came north. But 
®'ttg naturally anxious to keep his appointments, especially 

^dh a debate in hand, Mr. Watts ventured on the journey, 
nappily without untoward consequences ; and what threat- 
?Ded to become an attack of erysipelas yielded to simple 
featnaent. In the next place the weather, which had been 

having decently for some days previously, suffered a dis­
agreeable relapse on Sunday morning, the 14th inst., when a 
. er®ing wind and frequent heavy showers of rain and sleet 
oreboded ill for the meetings. As the day wore on, however, 

® sky cleared, and the result was that all the lectures were 
» , 11 attended by cordially appreciative audiences» On 

onday evening, as tho train crept slowly over the snow- 
®®vered country to Hamilton, the prospects for tho meeting 
the"? ,8Unk a m̂ost as I°w as the thermometer, for many of 

0 mends have to walk in long distances from the outlying 
* s- Hero again we wero agreeably disappointed to find a 
i , y tair gathering, who followed with close and sympathetic 
ip̂ ereal; Mr. Watts’s lecture on “  Unbelief and Modern 

°ught.” Hamilton is a garrison town, and we wero glad 
bar "u Sergeant Taylor and a party of comrades from the 
thi t  8‘ '̂ '0 fhe former, an intelligent and earnest Free-
Iji n,.er> wp handed a bundle of pamphlets to dispose of at 
<luit 18cret'° n> The Hamilton Branch, which has not been 
of b(° 80 ac^ T0 rocently, is certain to experience some accession 

^rength through Mr. Watts’s visit.
,a Tuesday night tho four nights’ dobato between Mr. 

aall,‘ b S ^ - H- A - L °ag openoi in tho Brunswick-streot 
the ' ° . a a numerous audienco. For the first two nights 
and^Ue8̂ 011 Waa Christianity Superior to Secularism?” 
(u  . 0a ^ke remaining nights “  Is Secularism Superior to 
Out'8 1" The attendance was well maintained through-
pr ’ an<* the behavior of the people, if not a pattern of 
orde] ^ an<̂  philosophic equanimity, was on tho whole 
*<d 5^ and dignified. Hitherto I havo used the term 
and to denote tho encounter between Messrs. Watts
of th - * .  hut I have grave misgivings as to tho appositeness 
Lon»’0 Wor.̂  other than as a courtesy title, inasmuch as Mr. 
bever n°^ons °t dialectics are peculiar, if not unique. It 
toent 8°eb?s to 00cur to him that there is any need for argu- 
®atisfact' k0 treads the platform with a glow of self- 
Bkkeni(,10n’ °^ten amu8ing one portion and saddening or 
fancies ^ a.no^har portion of his auditory by a series of flip- 
°lown ’ X,li fiarhje8_and fatuities that would demean a circus 
the folio • ^  *8 no travesty of the facts will appear from
the eardn n^/i - °,WerS rh0toric ”  which I have culled from 
whiskers tn (kitchen) of his eloquence: " I  will bet my 
Hot a cun Y ,w°Penny scone that it is false.”  “  I ’m a man, 
“  You Can-f “ r  d° n.tr Want SunPowJor ’’— deprecating applause. 
Needn’ t top d°  lA lf you try tiU y °ur head aches.”  “ You 
Jock Mackav**” ' "r ^ 1<3y [^ecu' ar'st principles] are tho real 
man nam J t __ ‘ ...al? ’t ? ot corkscrew ears.”  «  -' There’i_ w t>̂ u wiftoucw ears
t“ an named Long will laugh at you all tho way down his 

ce. “  Get ready to laugh.”  "  If I don't disprove it, laugh

at me.”  “ Good judge you are. I know you ”  (to young 
man in the audience). “  How horribly clever you Secularists 
think you are.”  “  A ll you’re good for is to make Chinese 
faces at our Holy Book.”  “ Ridiculous rot,”  “  pure drivel,”  
ex his disce omnes. The misfortune is that Mr. Long is the 
only available defender of Christianity in Glasgow, from which 
circumstance the pitiable strait of that religion may be 
surmised. In affirming that Christianity is superior to 
Secularism, Mr. Long imagined that he had established 
his case by this model syllogism : “  The world is more 
civilised and moral now than it was when Christianity 
appeared. But Christianity is the only cause of amelioration. 
Therefore, Christianity is the cause of the world’s progress 
since its advent.”  The proofs for this are to be found 
in the names of our days, months, etc., all of Pagan origin, 
and of former religious significance. But “  Great Pan 
is dead,”  and the pale Galilean has conquered. Slavery, 
moral corruption, inhumanity— attested by the total absence 
of hospitals in pre-Christian times— all existed nineteen 
centuries ago. Now, what a contrast! Freedom, benevolence, 
purity, all hail to Christianity 1 It was in vain that 
Mr. Watts insisted that sound logic required that first of 
all it must be shown that the influences ascribed to a 
system really have a causal connexion with its structural 
elements and potentiality. That Christianity from its very 
nature, from its standard of morals, and its authority, the 
Bible, cannot possibly be the parent of progress. Equally 
futile in their effect on Mr. Long were Mr. Watts’ trenchant 
refutations of the assertions as to slavery, etc. He passed 
them over in silence, and spent his time in reading extracts 
from what he led the meeting to believe were Mr. Watts’ 
own writings, in testimony of the failure of Secularists in 
certain points in which Christianity is a success. On the 
second night this gave rise to a rather painful incident. 
When Mr. Long quoted the passages on the first night, 
Mr. Watts did not recognise them as his ow n; on the 
next night ho asked for an inspection of the paper which 
Mr. Long was using, when, to his astonishment, he 
discovered that Mr. Long was actually citing passages from 
signed articles in some old numbers of the Secular Review 
(of the joint-editorship period) and foisting upon Mr. Watts 
tho opinions of contributors to the journal. This was bad 
enough, but the manner in which it was done aggravated the 
offence immeasurably. Repeatedly Mr. Long exclaimed, as 
he was reading tho extracts : “  This is Watts on paper in 
cold blood. Here you have Watts on the platform. I prefer 
to take Watts in the cold-blooded condition.”  Mr. Watts 
was justly indignant at this scurvy and dishonorable tactic, as 
wero the bulk of the meeting. But, instead of apologising, 
Mr. Long actually endeavored to justify himself by insisting 
that an editor was morally responsible for the opinions of his 
colleaguo and contributors. On the fourth night Mr. Long 
onco more reverted to this odious device, when Mr. Watts 
challenged him to submit the question as to editorial 
responsibility to a committee drawn from the meeting, or by 
reference to the editors of tho local newspapers, and offered 
to forfeit £10 to Mr. Long’s £5 for any Glasgow charity if 
tho decision should support tho latter’s contention, but tho 
“ ’ Urnble Missionary”  dismissed the proposal with a scornful 
laugh and a grandiose “  We don’t tremble in Glasgow for a 
paltry stake of £10 .”  Wo can quite understand his un­
willingness for such an arbitrament, when we remember that 
some years ago ho lost £;30 to tho late Dr. Glancy, a Roman 
Catholic priest, who denied certain allegations of Mr. Long’s 
then protegee, Brother Aloysius, alias Widdowes, a rascally 
adventurer, whose word against papists, tho “  Director of 
Missions,”  with that “  charity which thinketh no evil,”  
swallowed with avidity— not for the first time his confidence 
was misplaced— and his enemies triumphed. “  Once bitten, 
twice shy,”  and although Mr. Long is still cocksure about 
everything, ho shrinks from submitting points touching 
matters of fact to any tribunal or test, save that of his faith­
ful partisans in public meeting assembled.

In opening on behalf of Secularism on the third night, 
Mr. Watts gave an admirably clear, conciso and forcible 
exposition of Secularist principles, teachings and objects. 
Having first pointed out the impossibility of uniformity of 
belief and the consequent necessity for Secularism and allied 
systems to meot the caso of the heretical classes, he went on 
to define the term and to enunciato the sanctions of Secu­
larism. Then in turn its catholicity in respect of the full 
recognition of tho rights of others, and the absence of all 
threats of penalty for nonconformity were indicated. Tho 
superiority of its authority— Reason aided by Experience—
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demonstrated, and the fundamentals in its moral code, in the 
inculcation of the knowledge and practice of virtue briefly 
but pointedly sketched. Coming to the teachings of Secularism 
Mr. Watts dwelt especially upon such points as that Secu­
larism places actions before beliefs, contends that prevention 
is better than cure, that self-reliance is preferable to blind 
dependance ; that physical, moral and intellectual culture are 
of immediate and supreme importance andultility; that it 
is incredible that honest belief or unbelief can incur the dis­
pleasure of any just God ; that persecution is a crime ; that 
■whatever is good and useful in all creeds or systems is 
deserving of acceptance and of application in conduct; that a 
well-spent life is the best preparation for any conceivable 
future existence, and that in the home and between the sexes 
perfect equality should obtain. Mr. Long conceived that be 
was exposing the emptiness and worthlessnes of Secularism 
by demanding “  Where is your authority ?”  Where is your 
model man ? We have the Lord Jesus. Where is your book? 
We have one, the Holy Bible. You can’t have law without 
a law-giver. You can’t have duty unless you are obligated 
to some superior Being.”  When Mr. Watts mildly suggested 
that everyone is surely beholden to Society, Mr. Long exult­
antly retorted, “  What is Society ?— an ideal expression. 
How can you be beholden to an ideal ?”  He also stultified 
himself in a whimsical way on the question of free will, for 
having vociferated derisively, “  How can there be responsi­
bility when you are all necessitarians ?”— he admitted a few 
minutes later that God had foreknown from all eternity what 
he was going to say that night, although he hastened to add, 
“  That does not interfere with my free will ” — a piquant 
reservation which the audience relished amazingly.

In his first speech on the fourth night Mr. Watts, 
after summarising his previous night’s exposition of Secu­
larism, entered upon a spirited and powerful vindica­
tion of our movement from the charges of moral im- 
potency and sterility which Mr. Long had profusely 
preferred against it. He showed how Secularism was 
proscribed by law, and scored a strong point in reference to 
the illegality of bequests for Freethought purposes ; how all 
avenues of preferment and fortune were closely barred against 
the heretic, so that he was repressed, harassed, or neglected 
during life, and that actually Christian malignity often fol­
lowed him to the grave, and over his dead body struck a 
dastardly blow at those who had been near and dear to him 
in life. Mr. Long was significantly silent in regard to this 
counter-indictment, although he continued for the rest of 
the time to taunt Secularists upon the non-existence of 
distinctively Secularist institutions; to impeach them for 
having the meanness to share in the benefits of Christian 
hospitals, etc., with much to the same effect. lie  refused to 
accept Mr. Watts’ correction that benevolent agencies 
existed long before Christianity. He read for the second 
time Mill’s eulogy of Christ and Huxley’s tribute to the 
more excellent part of the Bible, calmly disregarding the 
latter’s recommendation that certain of these parts should be 
excised for the use of children. He proved that Mr. Watts 
must be a praying man, a preaching man, and a hymn­
singing man, because in his pamphlet on Secularism he 
stated that, even on the hypothesis that there is a God, the 
Secularist is not worse off than the believer, and can only 
pray that he may have light, and because the Secularist's 
Manual contains a ‘ ‘ Hymn to Common-sense ”  and “  Abou 
Ben Adhem ”— that limpid crystal of Leigh Hunt’s genius—  
which speaks of an angel and a golden book and God.
“  Argal, if a man come to the water, he drowneth him self; 
but if the water cometh to the man, it drowneth him.”  
Young debaters, please copy. In his last speech Mr. Watts 
made an eloquent and inspiring appeal to his hearers to divest 
themselves of prejudice and passion, and to conscientiously 
weigh and judge the relative values of his own and his 
opponent’s opinions. He also propounded four questions to 
Mr. Long, who only found time to answer two of them. To 
the first, "D o  you think a just God will condemn an honest 
sceptic ?”  he replied “  I deny that there are any honest 
sceptics. If you are honest you will be led to a belief in God.” 
Then, admonished perhaps by the emphatic protests of the 
meeting, he added, "  They may be sincere, but they cannot 
be honest.”  The second question was, “ Can morally good 
persons exist apart from Christianity ?”  Mr. Long vouchsafed 
no direct reply, but quoted the words of Christ, “  He that is 
not with ns is against us,”  with which enigmatical deliverance 
the disputation ended. If I may venture my personal 
judgment upon the character and immediate result of the 
debate, I am obliged to pronounce it a travesty of, and an

outrage upon, fine and honorable controversy. This sinister 
issue was due entirely to Mr. Long’s incompetency, disingenu­
ousness, and coarse buffoonery. Concerning Mr. Watts’ 
demeanor throughout, there can be but one opinion among 
sensible people on both sides. Under the acute provocation to 
recrimination, he exhibited a self-control and dignity which 
did much to redeem the proceedings from utter despicableness 
— no small achievement when you are fighting with a man 
who tries his "  level best ”  to pull you down into the gutter 
and roll you in the mire. As to the ulterior results of the 
debate, my strongest hope is that many of the young men—■ 
who not only attended night after night, but gathered outside 
and eagerly canvassed the various issues raised— may be 
favorably disposed towards Secularism, not so much by the 
contrast in the ability and demeanor of the two disputants 
in this instance, as by the strenuous and convincing advocacy 
of the claims and evidences of the great truths which it is 
our privilege to hold and to teach. J. P. Gilmodk.

W A S CHRIST CRUCIFIED?
B y  a  M e m b e r  o p  t h e  C h ic a g o  B a r .

(From the “ Truthseeker,” New York.)
The  believer who takes the New Testament for inspired, 
or the declarations of the Church for infallible, will of 
course not doubt Christ’s crucifixion. Both the scriptures 
and tradition clearly teach that Jesus was crucified. Those, 
however, who critically examine the evidence, without a 
belief in the supernatural, and take the scriptural and 
ecclesiastical accounts with no more credence than other 
ancient accounts similarly verified, must, if they critically 
examine the subject, raise the question whether there 
adequate evidence of the crucifixion. The unbeliever who 
rejects the miracles must reject much else that is in the 
Bible, because it is inseparably connected with the mira­
culous. The same evidence is relied on to establish both, 
and if it is false as to the miracles it may be false as to 
the natural events. The latter are often related simply as 
parts of miracles— their circumstantial details— and if th® 
essential story is false, the details may be false, even »  
natural. I shall accordingly in this paper examine th0 
question whether there is adequate evidence o f the cruci­
fixion of Jesus.

This question is to be solved, as already intimated, by »n 
examination of the evidences that lie outside of the scrip­
tures, and by using the scriptures simply as ancient docu­
ments entitled to such credit only as other documents simi­
larly circumstanced are entitled to. Tho question accord­
ingly is, have we sufficient evidence, without calling °n 
our faith, to establish the crucifixion of Christ?

The chief difficulties in the way of accepting the comm00 
belief that Jesus was crucified aro that the Jews could 00 
have crucified him, and that the Romans would not hav 
crucified him for the offence charged. The Jews were 
subject people, who did not administer the laws in th01 
own country, and wore especially deprived of jurisdict>° 
over capital offences. A conquering people rarely a "ovV 
another to exercise the power of life and death. The Je'vf’’ 
accordingly, could not have crucified Christ unless it wa 
illegal (as the act of a mob), which, according to 
accounts, it was not. . 0

Nor would the Romans have crucified Christ f ° r ^  
offence charged. The infliction of capital punishment . 
regulated by law, and heresy to a foreign religion, w . j 
the Romans themselves did not accept, was not a caP' 
offence. It is difficult to believe that any people wo 
have executed one for an offence against a religion w i 
they believed to be false. i ¡p

11

The circumstances of the crucifixion, also, as related
of

either Ihe^Jews^orThe ' P accordance with the customs o* 
were in direct viola f  ^>m,an.8’ but in several essentia
crucifixion occurred n r V i  8ir ,aws: 80 that- whether» 
in the way related DOt’ 11 cou^  hardly have occurre

considerinI,or>^ ’Ficu^‘e9 stated in a general way. Befor0
evid^re 5 e U  ’ ,et 1)8 » 5 » «  what affirniat.v0
it is sufficient^ ° f ,h°  crucii!*''on of Christ, and whether

There is no °.VerComo 8UC*‘ improbabilities. _ . 
at all at lea r ntemPoraneous evidence of the crucifix;0 
writer who lit’ j 00?  of the New Testament, %
makes anv tm. r  time or in the country of Cpr‘ „
word writer 0 10n.?^ i)Im> much less of his death.near his time has come down to us that

N ot'
ev0°
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touches on the subject. The gospels themselves, according 
to the most critical estimates of the unbelievers, were not 
written till one hundred and fifty years after Christ; at 
least, there is no evidence that they existed before that 
time. The story that they were written by his disciples, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, is generally discredited, 
the common opinion of unbelief is that they date between 
one hundred and fifty and one hundred and eighty years 
after Christ, and that they were then composed by collect­
ing floating reports and working up a few  fragments now 
lost. The vast number of miracles and other stories in 
these gospels, which are incredible to unbelievers, also 
tends to make them nearly worthless as evidence. Books 
which tell so many falsehoods about the supernatural are 
not reliable when speaking of the natural; but an untruth­
ful person will be untruthful about a natural thing as well 
as about a supernatural one.

Several of Paul’s epistles are perhaps of earlier origin 
'nan the gospels. They certainly are if the gospels were 
written as late as A.D. 150. These epistles speak of 
Christ as having been crucified, and they are the only 
evidence which dates near the alleged event. Paul, how- 
ever> was not a contemporary of Jesus— at least, so far as 
* e can judge from authentic history. He did not attach 
mmself to the followers of Christ till after the death of 
Christ. How long after this he wrote we cannot say. His 
tetters in which he refers to the crucifixion may have been 
written in his old age, when he was removed a whole 
generation from Jesus, and when legends of Christ’s death 
.Iac* begun to spring up from unreliable sources. The same 
18 true of the epistles ascribed to several other apostles, 
yhich are generally acknowledged to have been written,
1 not by the persons to whom they are ascribed, at least 
near their time.

jt  must, however, be said of the credibility of the 
Rustles of Paul and of the other apostles, that in the same 
yntingg in which they speak of the crucifixion of Jesus 
ney speak of his miracles and of other matters which are 
uivergally rejected by unbelievers ; so that nothing more 
an be inferred from them than the crucifixion was then a 
adition, or beginning to become one. There were reasons, 

which we shall presently speak, why such a death should 
!e ascribed to Jesus even if false, and why the report of it 

h 'ould rapidly spread. Among such an illiterate people, 
st 'n a countI7  with limited means of inter-communication, 
j .  aDg0 stories arise easily, spread rapidly, and are never
osproven.

Outside of the New Testament there are no writings 
liim^°Se^ any where near th0 f '1110 Christ that refer to 
at p at a"  ’ 60 ^ a* that we know of Jesus or his death 
fr ‘ ‘o beginning of the second century, is what we gather 
v  m " j0 few letters mentioned. W o depend wholly on the 
tiaift ^e8tameDt f ° r a knowledge of Christ and of Chris- 
a 1 y ôr a hundred years after Christ. Not a word from 
whi known to bo written in the same century in
aut(C ' 16 bv.et* re êr8 t0 him. No Roman, Greek, or Jewish 
and ° i  raen.t'ons him. His history is in complete isolation 
fro ob8cur'ty, except for the few gleams of light that come 
from *etters mentioned. Never was a man so shut off 

j  ttl0 world which he lias influenced. 
tak°tu U8’ in^ee >̂ makes two references to Jesus, if we 
and<J v paii8ag 08 as genuine; but most writers, Christian 
firstUr u 6-lie.vin£ ' now rePe* those Pa8saKe8 as spurious. The 
kom *L *stian writer who mentions Christ is Clement of 
0rj ¡e ’ J?ut none of his writings are known to be of earlier 
toria1* i n 0no hundred years after Christ, and some his- 
after ( ’h -C0 t*1Rm as late a8 °ne hundred and fifty years 
whos .st. The next who mentions him is Ignatius, 
P0|_ epistles were written between 107 and 11G A.D. 
the ] , v P> “ arnabas, Ilermas, and the unknown author of 
felics a 1 0fu t0 hfiognetus may have written their extant 
fifty v n^W ,  0 between one hundred and one hundred and 
or othe ai H —ter Christ. Besides these there is no Christian 
the midHi^1̂ re êrrin£  to Jesus that dates earlier than 
of QUa1 0 ° ‘ the second century, except a few  fragments 
and 138 a d  anC* ^ r’st0 wr‘ tten somewhere between 117

abouun ^ US be seen that we ,iavG not a 8CraP of literature 
earlier V i"81 ° r Christianity outside of the Bible that dates 

Yy  inan °ne hundred years after Christ.
a sm ^ o ! fb“,1 Uup who,|y t0 the New Testament and to 
n°t Prov« f that— iseveral epistles—and what we can-
Pliny m0m that source we cannot prove at all. 

a tacitus, indeed, have several short passages

referring to Jesus, but their date is uncertain. Both 
of these men died about one hundred and fifteen years 
after Christ. Suetonius, who mentions the Christians, wrote 
still later. The first century of Christianity is a blank in 
history. W e know nothing that occurred in it except 
through writings produced long subsequent to that time. 
W e are two generations removed from Christ before a 
single word appears about him outside of the books of the 
New Testament. All this passed over to us across two 
generations came by legend or unverifiable tradition, and 
everybody knows how unreliable this is. The stories that 
should now come to us from such a distant time, handed 
down through so many mouths, from a country remote from 
civilisation and among a people steeped in ignorance, would 
gain little credence ; so that the weight of the evidence of 
tradition to the crucifixion is practically nothing. Few 
critical historians, even among Christians, give tradition any 
credit on a disputed point. The capacity of men for lying, 
and their incapacity to hand down correctly what they 
attempt to hand down truthfully, are too well known.

Such being the difficulties in the way of proving that ' 
Christ was crucified, and such being the materials from 
which we must prove it, if at all, let us betake ourselves to 
the task of determining whether it is certain, or even 
probable, that he was crucified.

As we are shut up to the New Testament accounts, in the 
inquiry, we have chiefly to determine whether from the 
details of those accounts the alleged transaction is in 
accordance with the laws and customs of the people who 
are alleged to have crucified him, and with other facts that 
are known to us in history.

And first as to the condemnation of Jesus by the Jews. 
W e have said that the Jews had no power to condemn to 
death at the time of the alleged crucifixion. The Talmud 
says : “  Forty years before the destruction o f the temple 
the judgment of capital causes was taken away from 
Israel.”  Only the Roman authorities could exercise juris­
diction in capital cases. And yet according to the gospel 
accounts, the Jews tried, convicted, and sentenced Jesus 
in their own court, and they did this without consultation 
with or authority from the Romans. It was not until after 
they had adjudged him worthy o f death that they brought 
him to Pilate, or in any way sought a ratification o f their 
action. According to the gospels the Jews took the 
initiative, as if the Sanhedrim had original jurisdiction in 
such matters.

(To he continuedj

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .
WEST HAM SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION.

TO THE EDITOR OF TIIE “  FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— I notice in your last issue an announcement regarding 
the impending West Ham School Board election, which, 
being incorrect, is calculated to cause confusion. It is stated 
that the two candidates on the “ Secular”  ticket are Charles 
Ivatts and Maurice Russell. Now, there are no less than four 
“  Secular”  ticket candidates in the field, and, as you will see 
from enclosed address to the electors, our President, Mr. 
Charles Ivatts, is a joint candidate with Messrs. Charles 
Remnant and Arthur Bignell, these threo gentlemen having 
been selected by the District Labor Societies, to which we 
sent a delegate. These three candidates are pledged to work 
in unison, and five votes were to be given to each. The 
mention of Mr. M. Russell would cause the votes to be split 
up even more, and I am afraid that the result would probably 
be that by endeavoring to support too many, the Secularists 
would not succeed in getting even one candidate elected. Of 
the bad tendency of this wo have seen a recent instance in 
Finsbury. I would therefore urge it as an important duty 
for all Secularists in West Ham to vote high and strong for 
Charles Ivatts, the worthy President of the West Ilam Branch, 
and thus secure his return. S. H. A lison, Hon. Sec.

No doubt all of us have something to be thankful for, but 
the question is : Is God the person to whom to be thankful ? 
__II, 0 . rentecost.

Jesus taught no important original doctrine—not one. n e  
gave to the world no new discoveries, no useful inventions. 
He furnished no new light to the understanding on any of the 
doctrines which he taught second-hand,— II. F, Vnderwcod.
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PROFANE JOKES
Jack— “ Why has Miss Bonpoint gone in for Theosophy ? ”  

Alice— “  Never tell, Jack ; but I’ve heard that she imagines 
her astral body may be a little less— er— robust.”

Besident— “ You’re looking rather blue, Ebenezer; what's 
the matter ? ”  Eev. Ebenezer Shadbone— “  I ’s in trouble, 
sab ; I  preached a sermon las’ Sunday agin’ chicken-stealing, 
an’ de congregation am gwine to try me foh heresy, sail,”

A  "  fisb.jolter ”  called at the rectory one day with fish for 
sale. “  What have you to-day ? ”  “  Sole and plaice, your 
riverence ; the foinest iver swum the say.”  Bector (after 
examining them for some time) : “  Damn your sole, leave the 
plaice.”

Mrs. Liszt (soliciting subscriptions)— “ Can’t I rely on getting 
your name for five dollars to send a missionary to the 
heathen ? ”  Mr. Scadds— “  Nope ; but if your parson will 
admit ’em to his church, I ’ll go down town to the slums and 
spend five dollars car fare in sending a hundred heathen to 
the missionary 1 ”

Mrs Brown (to parson’s w ife ): Why, what in the Vorld 
are you making so many expensive purchases for * I thought 
your husband had given up his church and j»ou were to leave 
town.”  Parson’s W ife : “ Yes, we were going to leave. They 
thought of shutting up the church, as hardly anybody 
attended the services. But that is all changed now. The 
church is full every Sunday. My husband has had his salary 
raised, and everything is in the most prosperous condition. ” 
Mrs. Brown : “  You don’t tell me 1 How in the world did it 
all come about ? ”  Parson’s Wife : “  My husband has been 
charged with heresy, that’s a ll ; and it has given the cause of 
religion such an awakening as it hasn’ t had for years.”

N e w c a s t l e - o n - T y n e  M a l t h u s ia n  D e f e n c e  F u n d .—It. 
Diplior, Is. ; T. Macrae, 6d. ; J. Swanney, 6d. ; T. Wilkinson, 
Gd. ; W. C. Appleby, 6d. ; E. Pringle, 6d. ; J. H. Jardine, Is .; 
A. Bonner, 5s. ; H. Brudlaugli-Bonner, 5s. ; F. Evorshed, 5s, ; 
It. S., 5s.; S. J. M., £ 1 ; F. W. II., £ 1 ; J. C. Wolsingbam, 
2s. 0d. ; T. Lacy, 2s. 6d.; J. T. Gowing, 2s. 6d.; T. Itobson, 
2s. 6d. ; J. Humble, jnu., Is. ; F. Humble, Is. ; T. Humble, 2s. ; 
J. Gardner, 6d. ; J. Humble, sen., 2s. Gd. ; B. A. Millechamp, 
Is.; W. H. Wood, 3s.; J. H. Ridgway, Is.; J. Partridge, Is.; 
J. Terry, 2s. Gd.; R. Taylor, Is.; C. Burton, Gd. ; J. M. P., Is.; 
T. B. Armstrong, Od. ; D. Baker, Is.; collection at meeting, 
Is. 4d.; W. J. Morley, 2s.; D. T. Bullows, Is. ; C. Watts, 5s. ; 
0. Smith, Gd.; J. Latty, Is.; P. Harle, Is .; T. Dixon, Is .; J. 
Heron, Is.; W. Andrews, Is .; H. Saddler, Is.; W. Fairbairn, 
Is .; J. Smith, Is.; J. Embelton, Is .; W. Rcdpath, Is.— 
J o s e p h  B h o w n , Hon. Sec. Newcastle Neo-Maltbusian Dofonco 
Committee, 8G Durham-streot, Newcastlo-on-Tyno.

S U N D A Y  M E E T IN G S .
[Notice« o/ Lectures, etc., must reach tu by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked «  Lecture Notice,”  if  not sent on post-card.] 
LONDON.

Ball’s Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green-road : 7, concert 
for members and friends. Admission by program, Id.

JUarrersta becular Hall (back of Battersea Park «ration): 7.45, 
enteitainment and dance (free). Tuesday, at 8, social gathering. 
Wednesday, at 8, dramatic class.

Bethnal Gre n — Libra Ball, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road : 
7, musical entertainment} 7.30, C. Cohen, “ Christianity as an 
Ethical Guide” ; 9.30, free concert and dance.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, 8.E.: 11.30, debating class, 
readings and recitations, etc. ; 7.30, debato between Rev. l)r. DufTy 
and Mr. Millar on “  Does Darwinism Prove the Bible to bo False ?”

Deptford—Lecture Hall, High-street i 7.30, W. H. Lawrence, 
“  A Freethinker’s View of the Bible.''

Finsbury Park—Rock-street Hal), 1 Eock-street, Blackstock- 
road: 11.30, Mrs. Louisa Samson, “ Capital Punishment” ; 7, 
S. J. Capper, “ The Duty of England at the Present Moment in 
Relation to the Opium Trade.”  Admission free.

Ball of Science, 142 Old-street, K.C.: 11.15, G. W. Foote, “ The 
Eight Hours Question”  (free); 6.45, music; 7.15, G. W. Foote, 
“ An Atheist’s Reply to Professor Stokes’ Gifford Lectures on God ” 
(3d., 6d., and Is.). Thursday, at 8, social gathering.

Hammersmith—Ilammeismith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday, 
at 8 soirée, for members and friends.

Lambeth—New Nelson Hall, 24 Lower Marsh: 7.30, Stanley 
Jones, “  Man and his Relations ’ ; members’ meeting after lecture.

Milton Hall, Hawley-crescent, Kentish Town-road, N.W. : 7, 
orchestral band ; 7.30, Thomas Crisfield, "  Hypnotism ; what is 
it ?” with illustrations).

Tottenham—Lecture Hall (corner of Seven Sisters’-road): 3.30, 
F. Dowdal), “ Lives of some Christian Saints.”  Admission free.

West Ham—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Phustow : 7, C. 
Ivatts, «  Secularism and Education.”  Thursday at 8, committee 
meeting.

West London— Clarendon Coffee Palace, Clarendon-road (close 
and the State0” *1 Station) : Friday, at 8-30> Mr. Harrigan, “ God

February 28, 1892.
Westminster—Liberal and Radical Club, Chaptfelr-street: 1 7, 

F. Haslam, “  The Struggles for Religious Freedom—History: of 
the Covenanters.”

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, R . Rosetti, “ {Science and the 

Bible.”
Hyde Park (near Marble A rch): 11.30, J. Rowney, “ I  am the 

Resurrection and the Life.”
COUNTRY.

Birmingham—Baskerviile Hall, Orescent, Cam bridge-street: 
7, Charles Watts, “ Social and Theological Shams.”

Derby— 19 Bridge-gate: 7, Mr. Whitney, “  Christianity and 
Civilisation.”

Glasgow—Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: J. M. Robert­
son, 11.30, “ The Meaning of Atheism” ; 2 30, “  Christianity and 
the Social Question” ; 6.30, “  What has Christianity Done ?”

Liverpool—Camden Hall, Camden-street: 3, philosophy class, 
L. Small, B.Sc., “ On Boundaries in General” ; 7, Mr. Booth, 
“  What is Secularism P”  (preceded by a reading).

Manchester N. 8. S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : A. B. Moss, 11, “ Voltaire and Paine” ; 3, “ Delusions 
of Theosophy” ; G.30, “ Christianity: how it began and why 
it lives.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hal], 2 Clayton-street,: 3, members' 
monthly meeting; 7, G. Selkirk, “ The Christian God an Im­
possibility.”

Nottingham — Secular Hall, Beck-street: 7, A. Lord, “ The 
Curse f Creed.”

Plymouth— 100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsm outh— Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea: 

2 45, reading circle; 7, meeting. Wednesday, an “ at home.”
Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: R bert Law, 

F.G.S., 3, “  Flint and Flint Tool Makers ” ; 7, “  The Mammals that 
were the Rulers of Earth before Man ” ; tea at 5.

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street: 
3, mutual improvement class, Mr. Bowe, “ Prohibition” ; 7, Mr. 
Keppell will lecture.

Wolverhampton — Exchange Hall: Mrs. Annie Besant, U< 
“  Crucified Saviors ” ; 3, “  Christianity and Woman ” ; 7, “  What 
is Theosophy ?”

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Newcastle-on-Tyne— Quayside (near big crane) :J 11, a meeting 

re the Loader case.

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N T S.
A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E- 

—Feb. 28, Manchester. March 6, 13, 20, 27, Deptford. April 24, 
Hornsey. May 1, Camberwell; 8, Clcrkenwell. June 5, Camber­
well; 12, Clerkenwell; 19, Hornsey.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W.—* 
March 6, Southampton; 13, W oolwich; 20, Westminster; 27» 
Camberwell. April 3, Hyde Park; 10, Kilburn; April 17 t0 
May 1, Annual Tour. May to Sept., all mornings booked.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.— March 6, W estm inster! 
20, C am berw ell; 27, evening, Newington Reform Club. A p r i l 3» 
Southampton; 10, morning, Bethnal Green ; evening, Battersea; 
24, m orn ing , Victoria Park; evening, Camberwell. May 1, morn* 
ing, Victoria Park; e v e n in g ,Battersea.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E. •*“ 
Feb. 28, Libra Hall. March 6 and 13, Libra H all; 20, morn­
ing, Battersea. April 3, afternoon, Victoria Park; 10, morning» 
Bethnal Green; afternoon, Victoria Park; 17, morning, MlId 
End Waste; 24, afternoon, Victoria Park.

Stanlet Jones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, »E.O.— Feb. 2®» 
Lambeth. March 6, morning, Battersea ; 10, Hammersmith ; l 3» 
Nottingham; 17, WalthamRtow; 20, Woolwich; 27, West H*vnj’ 
April 3, morning, Finsbury Park ; 17, morning, Battersea. M ay'» 
morning, Clerkenwell Green; 8, Newcastle.

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Got your nowaagont to exhibit tho Freethinker’ in t‘l9

window. . ■,̂
(2) Got your nowsagont to tako a fow copies of tho Frcethin*

and try to sell thorn, guaranteeing to tako tho cop> 
that romain unsold. ur

(3) Tako an extra copy (or moro), and circulato it among y°
acquaintances. . .cjj

(4) Display, or get displayed, ono of our contonts-shoots, wh
aro of a convoniont sizo for tho purposo. Mr. 
will send them on application. _ train»

(5) Leave a copy of tho Freethinker now and tlion in tho
the car, or tho omnibus. _ » 8t

(6) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks
public meetings, or among tho audioucos around s 
comer preachers._________________

~  SALVATION SYRUP
LIGHT ON DAKKEST ENGLAND-

A liejdy to GENERAL BOOTU 
By G. W. FOOTE.

Price Twopence. Price TwopenC
F»r Distribution— One Dozen, Is, Cd., postage Sd.
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NOW READY.
NEW; SPRING AND SUMMER PATTERNS OP 

SUITINGS AND TROUSERINGS.
Also 1 Range, consisting of 13 colors, in a most beautiful all- 

wool Figured Dress Material.
Remainder of Now Spring Dress Materials will be ready on 

March 1st.
Patterns on approval free. Write fo r  them at once.

SPECIAL LINES. •
Heavy Cloth Dress Lengths (Black, Navy, Brown, Myrtle, 

erdinal, Fawn and Grey), Gs. 6d. each. 
rviaro®' containing 20 yards of Light Brown Melton Cloth 
in °nS ®ai0r*ab 23 inches wide, and 7 yards of Cashmere, 44 

ones wide, to each of the three following colors—Black, 
and Peacock, and 8 yards of good Flannelette, 28 inches 
The whole lot for 20s.

large quantity of Cotton Shirting, GJd. per yd., 28in. wide. 
parceJ of Cloth Fents for Boys’ Suits, 20s. each, 

arcel of Stuff Fents for Children’s Drosses, 12s. each. 
a°k Worsted Suit Lengths, 12s., IGs. and 20s. each. 

weed Suit Lengths, 12s., 15s. and 18s. each.
A h v  ^*cuna Coat and Vest Lengths, 10s. and 12s. each, 
m kinds of Trousers Lengths, 4s., 5s., Gs., 7s. and 8s. each, 

j  woed Waterproof Loggings, 2s. 6d. per pair.
wip nn°t send patterns of any of tho “ Special Lots,” but 
WaYs') m 10 per cent, (in addition to paying carriage both 

> Wore than the amount paid for each parcel that does not 
give satisfaction.

fernis Cash. All parcels carriage paid.

. J. W . G O T  T ,
—_ 36yiLLIERS STREET, BRADFORD.

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

. FOOTE, G. W.
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man.

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone’s “ Impregnable Rook of Holy Scripture ” 1

Bound in cloth ... ... ... ... ... 1
Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate 

with Annio Bcsant ... ... ... ... 1
Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... 2

Christianity and Secularism. Four Night’s Public 
Debato with tho Rev. Dr. James McCann... ... 1

Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... 1
Darwin on God ... ... ... ... ... 0

Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... 1
Reminiscences o f Charles Bradlaugli ... ... 0
Infidel Death-Beds. Second Edition, much enlarged 0 

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 1 
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128pp. ... l
Defence o f Free Speech- Three Hours’ Address to tho 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Pre­
face and many Footnotss ... ... ... 0

Letters to Jesus Christ ... ... ... ... 0
Philosophy o f Secularism ... ... ... 0
Atheism and Morality. Third edition ... ... 0
Tho Bible God ... ... ... ... ... o
The Polly of Prayer ... ... ... ... 0
Christianity and Progress. Roply to Mr. Gladstone 0 
Mrs Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. ... 0 
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs.

Besant ... ... ... ...• ... 0
Tho New Caglio3tro. An Open Lottor to Madame 

Blavatsky ... ... ... ... ... 0
The Impossible Crocd. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on tho Mount .. ... 0

INGERS0U-, ROBERT G-
Some Mistakes of Moses. a J fascinatingin England. Accurate as Colens ,

as a novel. 132pp. " ’ .fine vaper, bound in 
Superior Edition, on su p v f  jJurB« speech at th 

Defence of Frecthought- ^ ' , beroy ••• "
Trial of O. B. Reynolds for 1 1 j.M.Whcolcr

■̂ePly to Gladstone. With a Jna\ Manning -
Rome or Reason? A Repty t0 L 
Crimes against Criminals 
Oratiftn on Walt Whitman

Dove tho Redeemer ••• T «ud II., each •••Jhy «m I  a» Agnostic t V M 1.
is it t  m d Fact. Kopiy to u«v;  > L„ u  ...
Qod and Man. Socond Roply t0 Dr<
The Dying Creed... , -  discussion with tho 
DRe Limits of Toleration. A 1 Woodford 

Hon. F. D. Coudcrt and Gov. S. »'•
Art and Morality 
Do I  Blasphemo?
The Clergy and Common Sense 
Social Salvation ... ••• ,
^arriage and Divorge. An Agnes 10 
The Great Mistako 
Djve Topics
myth and Miracle 
Real Blasphemy ...
Repairing the Idols 
Christ and Miracles
cveeds and Spirituality •" _ n n r n T

NEW,‘/.AS, CHARLES ROBERT
(yltlicist brother of Cardinal. j acob

Assays in Rationalism. With Prcfaco 0 ^  Wheeler 
Uolyoako and Biographical Sketch vy

PM NE, THOMAS
The Ago of Reason. Now edition, with 1 re aco > >T. G. W. F o o t e  ...Ml8e.ell —

I Viow

1
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1 0

m no
■jyj. G. W . F oo t

miscellaneous Theological Works... •••
Complete Theological Works, bound in  cloth

Rights of Man. ‘With a Political Biography 
Wheeler. Pan*»* —

— vl All ,, >vU a v.
Wheeler. P ap er c o v e rs

Bound in cloth ...

,  SHELLEV
A  Refutation of Deism. In a Dialoguo. 

Introduction by G. W. Footo

by J. M.

With an

1
1
2

1
2

0 4

Salvation Syrup; on, Light ox Darkest E ngland.
A Reply to General Booth. Second edition 

What Was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill ...
Tho Shadow o f the Sword. A Moral and Statistical 

Essay on War...
Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for tho 

People, and what tho People do for Royalty 
The Dying Atheist. A Story

^ «u s Insane? A searching inquiry into tho 
mental ».Edition of tho Prophet of Nazareth 

Is the Bible Inspired? A Criticism on Lux Mundi 
Tho Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist 

A Lie in Fivo Chapters...
Bible Romances. Now Edition. Revised and largely 

rewritten.— (1) Tho Creation Story, 2J .; (2) Eva 
and tho Apple, Id .; (3) Cain and Abel, Id.? (4) 
jV.it! 's Flood, 2d.; (5) The Tower of Babel, 1 i ; 
(G) Lot’s Wife, Id .; (7) Tho Ten Plagues, Id .; (8) 
Tho Wundoring Jews, Id .; (0) Balaam’s Ass, Id .; 
(10) God in a llox, Id.; (11) Jonah and tho Whale, 
Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id .; (13) A Virgin Mother, 
2d.; ( It )  Tho Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Cruci­
fixion, lil,; (10) John’a Nightrnaro, Id.

Bible Heroes- First Series, in elegant wrapper
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham, 
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s 
llrothren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Moses II., (0) 
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephthah 
and Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Fenny each 

Bible Heroes. Second Scries, in elegant wrappor ... 
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint 
David I,, (10) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon, 
(18) Poor Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha, 
(21) Gonoral Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) Tho 
Prophots (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Ilosea), (21) 
St. Peter, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each singly.

The Complete Work, bound in cloth

THOMSON, JAMES (B.V.)
Satires and Profanitios. New edition

Contents Tho Story of a Famous Old Jewish
Firm (Joltovah,Son & Co.)—Tho Devil in theChureh
of England— Religion in tho Rocky Mountains__
Christmas Eve in tlio Upper Circles—A Commission
of Inquiry on Royalty—A Biblo Lesson on Monarchy 
—Tho Ono Thing Needful.

WHEELER, J. M.
Biographical Dictionary o f Freethinkers of all Ages 

and Nations. Handsomely bound in cloth 
Letters from Heaven
Letters from Hell ... ... ...

0
6

0
0

0
6
6
O
0
8
3
0

4
4
3
2
2
2
22
2

2

2

2

2
1

1
1

1

0

0

0

0

0
1
1
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N O W  R E A D Y .

HUMANITY'S DEBT TO THOMAS PAINE
BY

COLONEL R. G. INGEESOLL.
Verbatim Report of a Brilliant Speech at the Manhattan Liberal Club on January 29, the anniversary

of the birth of Thomas Paine.
PRICE TWOPENCE. PRICE TWOPENCE.

R. BORDER, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E C.

T R U E  RELI GI ON.
B Y

COL. R. G. INGERSOLL.
A  Verbatim Report of his toast-speech on “  The Ideal ” at the annual dinner of the New York Unitarian 

Club. Punctuated with laughter and applause. In the Colonel’s best vein.
P R IC E  T W O P E N C E .

E. FOEDEE, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.
P R IC E  T W O P E N C E .

THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS.
BY

A
PRICE TWOPENCE.

Colonel Ingersoll.
SOCIAL STUDY IN A NEW VEIN.

E V E R Y  R EFO RM ER  SH O U LD  R E A D  IT.
PRICE TWOPENCE.

WORKS BY CHARLES W ATTS.
S ecularism : D estructive and Constructive.

24 pp., 3d.
T he T eachings of Secularism Compared 

with Orthodox Christianity. 96pp., Is 
S ecularism : I s it F ounded on R eason, and 

is it Sufficient to Meet the Needs of 
Mankind ?

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax “  Eventnc 
Mail ”  and Charles Wstta. With Prefatory Letters by 
George Jacob lioljoake and Colonol Ingersoll and an 
Introdoctlon by Helen U. Gardner. 60 pp.. Is.
T he Superstition of tiie Christian  S u n d a y : 

A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 24pp., 3d 
E volution and S pecial C reation. 24pp., 3d. 
T he G lory of U nbelief. New Edition, 

Revised and Enlarged. 24 pp., 3d. 
T heological P resum ption : An Open Letter 

to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. S.

In this letter the following subjects are dealt with 
—1. Why do the Clergy Avoid Debate? 2. The Posi­
tion of Agnosticism Towards Ctiistianity. 3. Froe- 
tliongfit and Men of Science. 4. The Difference 
between Facts and Opinions. 6. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pp., 2d.
S aints and S inners — W hich ? 24 pp., 3d. 
C hristianity : its O rigin , N ature, and 

Influence. 32 pp., 4d.
Science and  the B ib l e : Wherein th ey  

Differ. 32 pp., 4d.
N ature and the Supernatural; or, Belief 

and Knowledge. 24 pp., 3d.
A gnosticism and Christian  T heism : Which 

is the More Reasonable ? 24 pp., 3d.
A  R eply to F ather L ambert’ s “ T actics of 

infidels.”  6d.
A theism and the H orrors of the F rench

Revolution. 24 pp , 3d.
C h r istia n ity : D efective and U nnecessary. 

By Kate Eunice Watts. 24 pp., 3d. 
Contents.—1. Why is Christianity lislieved ? 2 

“ Onr Father which art In Heaven.” 3. The Fall and 
the Atonement. 4. The IJasls and Incentive ol 
Orthodox Christianity. 5. Christianity Not a ¿Neces­
sity to Mankind.

London t
Watta and Co., 17 Johnson’s-conrt, Fleet-street, E.C 

R. Forcer, 28 Stonecutter.street, E.O.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz , post free.

For further Particular» ««nd »tamped direct* 
tartlope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON. LONDON. N.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I. For Postal 

Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy; 

Bealth; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco ; The Drink 
Question} Fruit; Fresh Air; Exerciie; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also tbe cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; biliousness; Ecaema; Black­
heads and Pi mple«; Nervousness; Coughs and Cold» ; 
Ch?*t Complaints; Deafness; Thread tyorms; Long 
Worms; Tape Worms; The Itch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VOL. II. Of the Author, 

fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on ; The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; Th9Pig a« Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
1 ho Hair and its Management; Bleep and Sleepless­
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the ih in ; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles. Scarlot 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlossness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, 
eto.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VoL. III. Post free  from  

Author, f o r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains urticies on; Health and Weallh ; No 

More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity f>,r Pure Air, ai.d 
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children ; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fading; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods ; 8u j pern; Unsuspecied Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Persplraiion ; Sea Bathing; etc. 
IIOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge 
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath) Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaceous 
Tumors or Wens, llav Fever, Winter Cough, Chil­
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

“  Hygienic Medicine. " —For postal Crdorf jr Is. Id. 
An Eye Opener to Drug Takers.

Rheumatism.” —Its Came and Cure. Po6t Freo 
for 7d.

Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
“  Consumption ” —Its Natural Cure. Post Free 7d. 
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Mon.M—13 stumps.

All the abovi can be got from
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 S panish  Place, 

M anchestrr Sq u are , L ondon, W.
Please monti^n this paper.]
QTANTON, the People g Dontist, 83; Strand (oppo- 

site Somerset House).—TEETtUn VULOANiTE. 
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £\. Best qu*Hty. 4s. 
e»ch, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hull * 
whin required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above they are faiwy 
chargos. 'iooth on platinum 7s. 6d. each on 18c. 
gold 1 os, stopping in. 6J., extraction 1?., painless by 
gas. 6a.______________

W. J. Rendell’s 
“ WIFE'S FRIEND.”

ftecommended by Mrs. Besant in “ Law of 
tion,” page 82, and Dr. Allbutt in “  Wife’s ”  
book,”  page 61. Made solely by J. PulLkNi ~ 0li
well.street, Clerkonwell: 2s. doz., post free (reduc d 
in larger quantities;. For particulars send 
envelope. Hlgginson’s Syringe, with Vertical * 
Reverse Current, 3g. Gd.. 4s. 6d. and 6s. 6d. 2d.
Palfr«v s Powder, Is. 2«1 Quinine Compound,1 \ 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. doz. All P 
post free.

W. J. Rendell
(J, Pullen, successor), 16 Chadwell Street, 

well, E.C. Near the “  Angel.”
Clerk8”'

uñOUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED .„
Should be in  the hands of every 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regu* t0 
the number of their family accorthuk 
their means, as it contains full PartlCn(ietl 
of all Preventive Requisites recomine j  
by D r. l l .  A. A lldutt and others; t, 
valuable information on matters of 
ance necessary to he known by W41 
Women. ¡pi

A  copy will he sent, under cover, on | Jl( 
of stamp, to any part of the United Kiug^^r 
and to foreign parts on receipt of 
postage. '  ,  T,..
Address—&  LAMBERT & SON, » .-»1'

(DOMESTIC tfc HYGIENIC DEI’T.; -* j3,
60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London,

f  W. GOTT, 36 Villiers Street, <
* ford, offers best possible value jn patted* 

Cloth and Dress Materials. Any length c • 
post free. Term», cash with order.

rp o  FREETHINKER«, Ladle» and "-„„der» 
-*- requiring hupertur Cat Gaitnent teed.
price». Firet-clers Btyto and 1 J1,, Y j8 htreef. ,  
It. Hampton, Artiste Tailor. 14 Greet ° n|3cd w  
Three doom from Regent Street, 1 
leading Freethinkers.]

PO E TIIAITS COPIED.-Six Cabinet» CoPt
cither Carto or Cabinet I hoto t 

largement, 12in. by 10i«m ^ ¿ “nch-terroce, B“jck' 8

(^YOLE.—Special Offer. Best Safety in the Market.
The Coventry Kagle Light Roadster; spleadUI 

hill climber; handsomely finished, cashion tyres

The Impossible Creed.
An Open Letter to the 

IllSnOP OF PEIEliUOUOOU.
I3y G. W. FOOTE.

Pric. Twopence.________  Price Twopence.
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