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A L L  M Y  “ I.

? IIE orthodox world makes much of Sir G. G. Stokes, 
^aronet, M.P., and President of the Royal Society. It 
J3 so grateful to find a scientific man who is naively a 
Christian. Many of the species are avowed, or, at any 
rate, strongly suspected unbelievers; while otliors, who 
*oake a profession of Christianity, are careful to ex- 

that they hold it with certain reservations, being 
nristians in general, but not Christians in particular. 

* lr G. G. Stok es, however, is as orthodox as any con­
venticle could desire. Perhaps it was for this reason 

at he was selected to deliver one of the courses of 
mord Lectures. Ha would be a sort of set-off against 

rpe. rati°nalism of Max Muller and the scepticism of 
ylor. What other reason, indeed, could have inspired 
îs selection ? He has not the slightest reputation as 

. ologian or philosopher, and one of the leading 
'-Yiews, in noticing his Gifford Lectures, expresses a 

chai< q.Û  wonder at l''3 appearing in such a

the Gifford Lectures, however, pass—for the 
Si ^  c ProPose to deal with an earlier effort of
a i, G* Stokes Nearly two years ago lie delivered 
; , - t ure at. the Finsbury Polytechnic on the Immor- 
C/ 7°  ̂ ^le It was reported in the Family
n an* un(l sprinted after revision as a twopenny 
tor»' f j  ’ ,w'th the first title of “  I.”  This is the only 

thing about it. The lecture is about “  I,”  or,

self + k:,u’KL‘s wegins by promising to confine liiin-
den °i ™<! iluestion, “  What is it that personal identity
ji  * 111)011 nriil  n n n t u i lu  ¡ n  9** R n f  Iwt /I a a o  n n f  f n U l l

- G .  G. Stokes might say, “  All my I.”
.u 'f G. Stokes be,

-he question, “
.... ° «Pon and consists in ?” But he does not fulfil

flue J'r°lll'sc' After some jejune remarks upon this 
little *°n (̂ roI)S *nt° theology and winds up with a

u r Ormoni
q. °annot pretend that I am able to answer that 
did l  °n myself ”  say3 Sir G. G. Stokes. Why then 
says « n°  ̂*eave it alone? “  But I will endeavor,”  he 
that’ r P.Gce before you some thoughts bearing in 
and |r.ect‘°n which I havrc found helpful to myself, 
}’ou 1IC 1 Possibly may be of some help to some of

W t l  G -G . Stokes does not mention David Hume, 
for lat great thinker pointed out, with his habitual 
Open an<̂  cGarness, that personal identity depends 
logic V1?nY)ry* Our scientific lecturer, with the theo- 
a cert ’ W'St’ says_'f “ involves memory,”  which implies 
the n aUf reservation. Yet he abstains from elucidating 
(liscu< ‘ ’ iand as G '3 t*ie most imP°rtant one in the 
or timTcPt’ 16 mus  ̂ '>c ^Gd 8u'lty short-sightedness

Evolves thought, says Sir G. G. Stokes, 
asks FUfi ’ ln ‘ acf’ *t is a truism. And what, he 
he allow 3 A 101Ught dcpcnd on ? “  To a certain extent ”
hrain »  i* “  dePends upon the condition of the 
'tepemla , ut during the present life, at any rate, it 
at the 1 a , ou the condition of the brain. Look
peare • -6ad °* an *d'°t, and then at the head of Shakes- 
the me,!! V°i-ihe hra'u difference the obvious cause of 

tul difference ? Are there not diseases of the
No. 647.]

brain that affect thought in a definite manner ? Is not 
thought excited by stimulants, and deadened or even 
annihilated by narcotics 1 Is it not entirely suspended 
in healthy sleep 1 Will not a man of genius become an 
imbecile if his brain softens ‘l Will not a philosopher 
rave like a drunken fishfag if he suffers from brain 
inflammation ? Is not thought most vigorous when the 
brain is mature ? And is it not weakest in the first 
and second childishness of youth and old age ?

The dependence of thought on the brain is so obvious, 
it is so demonstrable by the logical methods of differ­
ence and concomitant variations, that whoever disputes 
it, or only allows it “  to a certain extent,”  is bound to 
assign another definite cause. A definite cause, we 
say; not a fanciful or speculative one, which is per­
fectly hypothetical.

Sir G. G. Stokes does not do this. He tries to 
make good his reservation by a negative criticism 
of “  the materialistic hypothesis.”  lie  takes the 
case of a man who, while going up a ladder and 
speaking, was knocked on the heacT by a falling brick­
bat. For two days he was unconscious, and “  when 
he came to, he completed the sentence that 
he had been speaking when ho was struck.”  Now, at 
first sight, this seems a strong confirmation of “  the 
materialistic hypothesis.”  A  shock to the brain 
stopped its action and suspended consciousness. Auto­
matic animal functions went on, but there was no per­
ception, thought, or feeling. When the effects of the 
shock wore off the brain resumed its action, and began 
at the very point where it left off. But this last cir­
cumstance is seized by Sir G. G. Stokes as “  a diffi­
culty.”  Some change must have gone on, he says, 
during the two days the man lay unconscious; there 
must have been some waste of tissues, some change in 
the brain ; yet “  there is no trace of this change in the 
joining together of the thought after the interval of 
unconsciousness with the thought before.”

Our reply is a simple one. In the first place, Sir 
G. G. Stokes is making much of a single fact, which 
he lias not weighed, in despite of a host of other facts, 
not in the least questionable, and all pointing in one 
direction. In the second place, he does not tell us 
what change went on in the man’s brain. May it not 
have been, at least with respect to the cerebrum, quite 
infinitesimal? In the third place, Sir G. G. Stokes 
should be aware that all brain changes do not affect 
consciousness, even in the normal state. Lastly, con­
sciousness depends upon perception; and if all the 
avenues of sensation were closed, and the alteration of 
brain tissue were exceedingly slight (as it would be if 
the brain were not working), it is nothing very extra­
ordinary that the man should resume thought and 
volition at the point where they ceased.

The second “  difficulty ”  raised, rather than disco­
vered, by Sir G. G. Stokes is this. “  I am conscious 
of a power which I call will,”  he says, “  and when I 
hold up my hand I can choose whether I shall move it 
to the right or to the left.’

«< Now, according to the materialistic hypothesis, every­
thing about me is determined simply by the ponderable 
molecules which constitute my body acting simply and solely



34 The Freethinker. January 17, 1892.

according to the very same laws according to which matter 
destitute of life might act. Well then, if we follow up this 
supposition to its full extent, we are obliged to suppose that, 
whether I move at this particular moment of time— 4,25, on 
the 30th of March— my hand to the right or to the left, was 
determined by something inevitable, something which could 
not have been otherwise, and must have come down, in fact, 
from my ancestors.”

.Now Sir G. G. Stokes “  confesses” that this seems 
to him to “  fly completely in the face of common 
sense.”  And so it does, if by “  determined ”  he means 
that somebody settled the whole business, down to the 
minutest details, a thousand, a million, or a thousand 
million years ago. But if “  determined ”  simply 
means that every phenomenon is caused in the philo­
sophical—not the theological or metaphysical—meaning 
of the word, it does not fly in the face of common 
sense at all. Little as Sir G. G. Stokes may like it, 
he does—body and brain, thought and feeling, volition 
and taste— come down from his ancestors. That is the 
reason why he is an Englishman, a Whig, a bit of a 
Philistine, an orthodox Christian, and a very indifferent 
reasoner.

After all, does not this objection come with an ill 
grace from a Christian Theist ? Has Sir G. G. Stokes 
never read St. Paul? Has he never heard of John 
Calvin and Martin Luther ? Has he never read the 
Thirty-nine Articles of his own Church ? All those 
authorities teach predestination; which, indeed, 
logically follows the doctrine of an all-wise and all- 
powerful God. Yet here is Sir G. G. Stokes, a Church 
of England man, objecting to the “  materialistic hypo­
thesis ” on the ground that it makes things “ deter­
mined.”

G. W. FOOTE.
(To be concluded.)

PRAYERS, ANCIENT AND MODERN.

Two allied origins may be assigned for prayer. The 
primary one is that it has arisen from the supplica­
tions of slaves and prisoners of war. Tho gestures 
and forms of prayer, especially among Eastern 
nations, favor this view. The life of early man was 
a state of constant warfare, and the supplication for 
life by the vanquished to the victor gave rise to 
prayer, accompanied often with the offering of pre­
sents, as in Homer wo read how Adrastus implores 

Oh, spare my youth 1 and for tho life I owe 
Large gifts of price my father shall bestow.

Prayer and sacrifices in ancient times went together. 
Nothing for nothing was the motto of the gods or 
their priests, and for the petitions to be efficacious 
they must be joined with a substantial inducement. 
Reasoning from the powers he knew to those he did 
not know, early man concluded that the best way to 
obtain his wants was by flattery, gifts, and humble 
application. The attitude of prayer is the attitude 
of abject submission— the knees bent and tho hands 
joined as if bound or powerless, or, as with 
Mohammedan prayer, the whole body prostrate on 
the ground. The Hebrew word for prayer means to 
bow. In Joshua (vii. 6) we read how that worthy 
“  fell to the earth upon his face before tho ark of the 
Lord.”  Elijah cast himself down upon tho earth 
and put his hand between his knees (I Kings xviii. 
42). These attitudes may show that the demeanor of 
worshippers before God was like that of slaves before 
some potentate.

Another view of prayer, not without countenance 
in early custom, is that which looks on it as a magical 
ceremony, a development of tho belief in the efficacy 
of words as charms or spells to obtain the wishes of 
the utterer. The mantras of the Hindoos are really 
incantations, and it is even supposed that these spells

can compel the gods or spirits to do what is required. 
Chants, charms, and incantations are closely allied 
to prayer, and some of the earliest Egyptian, Chal­
dean, and Hindu invocations are of this nature. 
Paul says, “  Pray without ceasing.”  The only people 
who follow this injunction are the Buddhists, who 
have arranged prayer-mills worked by wind and 
water to effect their purpose. Some Hindus approach 
them closely in uttering so many million times the 
mystic word Otn, or repeating the name of the god, 
as Ram, Ram, Ram, Krishna, Krishna, Krishna, etc. 
The belief in certain names being words of power is 
seen in the Bible.* It appears in the third command­
ment. The blasphemy of the son of an Israelitish 
woman, whose father was an Egyptian (Lev. xxiv., 
11), was in uttering the sacred name, the penalty of 
which was death. When Jacob wrestled with the 
god or angel he demanded bis name (Gen. xxii., 29), 
and so did the father of Samson of the angel who 
announced the birth of his son. But the wary angel 
answered, “  Why askest thou thus after my name 
seeing it is secret ? ”  (Judges xiii., 18). The Jews 
said Jesus wrought his wonders by aid of the Shem 
Hamphoras— the sacred, ineffable name, engraved on 
Solomon’s seal.t The first gospel tells us that Jesus 
“  cast out spirits with hi9 word ”  (viii., 16). Jesus 
¡.aid that in his name his disciples should cast out 
devils, and whatsover they asked in his name should 
be done. Paul says, “  God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above oveiy 
name. That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow.”

Early prayers are all for temporal benefits. The 
Vedas of the Hindus are full of requests for children, 
long life and riches. The Chinese, though so long 
elevated above barbarism, still preserve very matter- 
of-fact prayers for rain and good harvest, wealth and 
longevity, and even throughout the rituals of Chris­
tendom aro found an array of supplications, unaltered 
in principle from savage times, that the weathor may 
be adjusted to our locul needs, that wo-'may have tho 
victory over all our enemies, etc.

Dr. Tylor tells us: “  When a Zulu sneezes, and J9 
thus for tho moment in close relation to the divine 
spirits, it is enough for him to mention what he wants 
(‘ to wish a wish,’ as our own folklore has it), ttU(1 
thus tho words ‘ A cow !’ ‘ Children!’ aro prayers- 
Tho Gold Coast negro would raise his eyes and thus 
address his god : ‘ God give mo to-day rice and yamg, 
gold and agries; give me slaves, riches and health; 
and that I may bo brisk and swift.”

Tho prayer of the Bushmen is pathotic : “ .0 Cagu> 
are we not your children ? Do you not see our 
hunger ? Give us food.”  Cugu has a wife calk’“ 
Coth How entno he into the world ? was a-ked- 
Such a question would unsettle any system.0 
theology. The Bushmen replied, “  Perhaps ff,t 
those who brought tho sun ; only tho initiated |U(ju 
of tho danco know theso things.” Cagu, like Johova i| 
is a successful and idealised medicine-man fln 
magician. ,

Brinton, in his Myths o f the New World, r0‘a fl 
how some Algonkiu Indians once, mistaking  ̂
missionary for a god, petitioned his mercy 
begged him to lot tho earth yield them corn, ^  
rivers fish, and prevent sickness from slayiug 
hunger from tormenting them. Thov backe ^  
their request with the offer of a pipe. The who 
tho primitive philosophy of religion i3 containe 
this ridiculous incident. Tobacco was, with ltsr Hjg( 
users, a sort of incense offering to tho ghost S j  
Prescott, coming with some Indiuna to a lake g 
were to cross, saw his companions light their P  ̂
and smoke, by way of invoking the winds
---------------------------- :------- t—— —* ~ 2l,

* 8ee mv articlo on Itumpelstiltskin in Freethinker, At 
1889.

t See the Je with Life of Christ.
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The Hurons offered a similar prayer with tobacco to 
a local god, sayirig: “ Oki, thou who livest on this 
spot, we offer thee tobacco. Help us, save us from 
shipwreck. Defend us from our enemies. Give us 
£0°d tradei and bring us safe back to our villages.” 
Vv hen a British officer, who had made himself much 
feared, died at Tinnevelly, the natives deposited 
brandy and cheroots, which they knew he loved in 
hfe, upon his grave to appease his spirit. If the 
presents failed to secure the desired benefit, the 
inference drawn was that the spirit was not satisfied 
and required something further. Hence in dire 
necessity, the dearest possessions were given up. 
Many gods were supposed to require their people’s 
only sons to be surrendered to him, but the God of 
ne Christian is the only monster who was unappeased 

Eave by the sacrifice of his own only begotten son.
«Jacob, who, like the rest of his race, was a good 

and at a bargain, made terms with Jehovah in a 
noroughly business-like spirit. After setting up a 

Pnlar and pouring oil on it, he said: “  I f  God will 
6 with me and will keep me in this way that I will 
°j and give me bread to eat and raiment to put on, 

.? I come again to my father’s house in peace; 
‘ett shall the Lord be my God: and this stone which

all aI.e Sê  °̂r a pj^ar k0 God’s house: and of 
that thou shalt give me I will surely give the 

« « > * * >  thee ”  (Gen. xxviii. 20-22). The adoption 
un eaavah as Jacob’s God was entirely dependent 
POn his duly performing his share of the contract. 

°metimes it was quaintly suggested that were the 
^orshipper in the place of the god, he would not 
i ®.ect the interests of his devotee. Thus wo read 
]0r(j .r^&'Veda, “ Were I Indra, like thee, the sole 
rich ■ Wea^ j  the singer of my praises should be 
„  ln cattle.”  The principle of reciprocity and the 
as S0‘ caNed golden rule of doing to others
ma ° Xv° û d they should do to us may be found in 
o ,y,°f these ancient Aryan prayers, as in tho pious
Scotch epitaph:

Ilere lie I, Martin Elginbrod ;
Have mercy on my soul, Lord God,
Ab I would do, were I Lord God,
And you were Martin Elginbrod.

aro ° r dine  ^-ars^a >̂ the prayers of the Todas 
ag jj0 a vory matter-of-fact description. Every man, 
“  Ma G?^ors his hut at night, turns round and mutters, 
cowg .̂]*1 well with the male children, tho men, tho 
last ’ ae female calves, and everything,” in which 
tncln ?X?r®8ŝ ori the women and childron must bo 

ed> if they are included at all.*
J. M. W heeler.

(To be concluded.)

IV , 
T iie r ,;

A f r e e t h in k e r  a t  l a r g e .

A n  E v e n in g  w it h  t h e  F a b ia n  S o c ie t y . 
are many valid reasons why we Secularists 

^  0uld regard tho members of the Fabian Society as 
and brothers. True, tho Fabians are primarily 
is neaessarily Socialists, and in that respoct there 
tji Pr°bably a wide divergence of opinion between 
tk j*1.and the majority of us. But I have long felt 
jn .ln the army of progress, which is always march- 
8trif Dv°ne direction, there should be no internecine 
too  ̂^etWeen the various regiments. Socialists are 
and ̂  Ŵ’ *1 us ’ nfructuoas “  Bible-banging ”  ;
visj 'Vej on our part, too often sneer at Socialists an 
reas0nary dreamers and schemers. There is no earthly 
eith°n yby an unkind word should be uttorod on 
Sup s'do. Tho parson is one of tho most potent 
the °r êrS UDj ust privilege and social abuses, and 
t i o ^ p o l  of “  contentment”  is his favorite prescrip- 
■̂e 0r the “  lower orders.”  In fighting tho parson 

tltn̂ r°.d°ing our own chosen work, and at tho same 
Hjy. U1diug those who seek to bring about some 
--^_o~needed reforms in our social organism.

Cited in Sir John Lubbock.’» Origin of Civilisation, p. 38-i.

But there is a special reason why Secularists should 
take a friendly interestin the Fabians. These latierare, 
probably without exception, Freethinkers of the most 
advanced kind. George Bernard Shaw (a typical 
Fabian), in his debate on the eight hours question 
with Mr. Foote, spoke after this manner of speech: 
“  I can only say, for myself, that the debate has been 
a pleasant one to me, because of the friendly terms on 
which Mr. Foote and I stand. I even imagine there 
is a bond between Mr. Foote and myself that may 
serve a little to explain this. Mr. Foote and I, on a 
certain subject, the subject of the established religion 
of this country, entertain the same views.”  And in 
thisGeorge Bernard Shaw mightperhaps baveclaimed 
to speak for the society of which he is so prominent 
and active a member.

Now on December 18 another prominent and active 
worker, Hubert Bland, read a paper at a public 
meeting of the Fabian Society in St. James’s Hall 
Restaurant. His subject was “  Communism,”  but 
the paper promised to be of direct interest to Free­
thinkers, for the printed syllabus contained a reference 
to “  The Work of Christianity.”  Therefore I sought 
the Fabians in their West-end lair, with a view of 
giving the readers of this journal some account of 
the proceedings.

The Banqueting Hall, in which the meeting was 
held, is a spacious and handsome chamber, lavishly 
decorated in gold and white. There I found some 
150 ladies and gentlemen, most of whom were 
members of the society, patiently waiting for business 
to commence, and keeping up meantime a lively buzz 
of cultured conversation. At eight o’clock the 
domestic affairs of the society were taken in hand and 
disposed of with commendable alacrity. Then the 
chairman called upon Mr. Bland to read his paper, 
which would be followed by questions and discussion.

In his opening sentences Mr. Bland knocked the 
bottom out of my hopes and expectations. He warned 
his hearers that they need not anticipate any close 
adherence to the linos of the printed syllabus. He 
had, indeed, endeavored to evade the duty of framing 
his portion of that document; but ho had been urged 
to compliance on the ground that “ any fool could 
write three or four lines.”  He had accordingly 
written the required outline, but should not consider 
himself bound by it.

This cynical repudiation of responsibility was very 
shocking, for it reduced tho solemn syllabus of tho 
society to the status of the average program of a 
club smoking-concert. The only use that I have been 
ablo to discern in those fair-seeming sheots is to 
indicate the “  artistes”  who may nut bo expected to 
“  appear.”  Of course, the it6m of special interest 
which I, beguiled by tho syllabus, looked for in 
Bland’s paper was conspicuous by its absence. A 
few words there were, indeed, about Christ; but, so 
far ns my memory serves me, reference to “  tho work 
of Christianity ”  there was none.

Nevertheless, tho paper was a very interesting ono, 
and I did not at all regret tho trouble I had taken to 
hoar it read. Hubert Bland is a clear and forcible 
writer, with a pretty gift of humor of a somewhat 
acidulated kind. In giving a summary of tho lecture 
I rely upon the excellent abstract which appeared in 
Fabian News, expanding or curtailing that at my own 
sweet will.-

Instancing the grant of Free Education as a proof 
of the modern trend towards Communism, the lecturer 
stated that scarcely any member of Parliament now 
addresses his constituents without proposing to take 
something from the rich to give it to tho poor. Traces 
of Communism are found in every form of society, 
and necessarily, since the most strenuous advocate of 
privato property does not object to public highways. 
The questions at issue are : (1) what things can and 
what cannot bo communised ? (2) what ought and 
what ought not to bo communised? It is often,
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though falsely, said that history repeats itself. And 
it is alleged that prehistoric man was a complete 
Communist. But the note of that period was almost 
absolute stagnation, till at length property very 
slowly replaced kinship as the foundation of the 
social order. Private property came to stay. It has 
changed its form, and surely will change again, times 
without number; but it will remain as a permanent 
factor of progressive evolution, or, in other words, it 
is a necessary condition of progress. It is one of 
those developments, like the upright position of a 
man, which can never be lost. We infer that it is a 
permanent factor because it has survived attacks 
from every sido and of every sort during a mil­
lennium.

Human individuality has destroyed all attempts at 
pure communal life because some amount of private 
property is necessary for its full realisation. The 
external surroundings of a man are part of himself, 
and Socialists attack the present regime because it 
interdicts possession of property to the many in the 
interests of the few. All forms of private property 
that foster individuality must be retained, those that 
restrict it must be destroyed.

Coming to the practical aspect of the subject, the 
lecturer contended that Anarchist Communism is 
shipwrecked on the law of rent. The typical Rich- 
mond-terraces cannot be occupied in common; each 
site or field possesses advantages over other sites or 
fields, and tho occupier retains rent for himself unless 
he pays it to anothor. Moreover, few men like to 
work— at least in a regular and systematic fashion ; 
and irregular or intermittent work is fatal to a society 
dependent on systematic production. Communism plus 
coercion is possible, but the lecturer thought the 
game would not bo worth the candle.

There are three forms of Communism : communal 
possession, communal administration, and communal 
use and enjoyment. Ilydo Park and a Board School 
are communalised in all these ways. Tho Hudders­
field trams are communally owned and administered, 
but not so used. Certain Crown property is com­
munally owned, but not so administered or enjoyed. 
Complete communalism is applicable to but few 
things, such as water, means of transit, theatres, etc. 
Bread, for example, might bo communally produced 
and distributed ; but filet de whelk a la Normand can­
not be so provided. [I may say, in passing, that I am 
not quite sure as to the particular fish that Bland 
mentioned; but I havo got tho French all right.] 
The second class, things to bo both owned and ad­
ministered communally, includes all industries suffi­
ciently organised to bo taken over; and the list will 
be constantly extending. Under tho third category, 
property to bo administered privately, but owned by 
the community, will probably be included a great 
part of the land and new unorganised industries. But 
when all has been communalised that is fit for it, 
much private property will remain. Although private 
lifo will be simpler, and the extremes of luxury and 
squalor totally unknown, people will still differ in 
their desires, and therefore in their surroundings. 
Tho mean public buildings of to-day will disappear 
with the palaces of tho idle and wealthy. Yet all 
these changes will avail nothing unless they are out­
ward and visible signs of an inward and spiritual 
grace.

At the conclusion of tho paper, questions were 
invited, but few were forthcoming. In the course of 
discussion one gentleman told the lecturer that he 
(Bland) did not understand the meaning of commu­
nism, and, amidst some half-ropressed merriment, 
proceeded to explain the genuine article.

At length the present writer ventured to take part 
an the debate, and of course ho made a fool of him- 
selben, as he generally does. As an “  outsider/' he 
said, he had come prepared to curse tho lecturer, but, 
to his amazement, ho remained to bless. He felt that
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Bland had completely justified the position of “ intel­
ligent Individualism "  by his defence of private 
property as an institution. The lecturer’s aim had 
been deadly true, and his bullet had reached the 
heart of Communism; but had it not also passed 
through the vital parts of Socialism in its flight ? It 
appeared to him (the simple-minded G. S.) that Bland 
had vindicated private property and refuted the 
logical basis of Socialism.

In replying to this ingenuous criticism, Bland 
figured as the Machiavelli of Fabianism. Of course, 
he said, the guileless G. S. had completely misunder­
stood the tenor and purport of his paper; but this, 
he added (and here I must flounder in italics), was 
precisely the effect which he had intended to produce. I 
felt tempted to sing, with the Psalmist, “ The proud 
have digged pits for me," although they had certainly 
not “  fallen into them themselves.”  On leaving the 
hall I  asked myself— and at the time of going to 
press I am still pausing for a reply— Why should a 
koen and subtle dialectician like Hubert Bland deli­
berately go out of his way to entrap a poor simpleton 
like me? Is this also one of the “ Methods of 
Fabianism ”  ? G e o r g e  S t a n d r in g .

HOLY SHUFFLING.

A b o u t  twenty years ago, when I  began to realise 
tho true nature of theology and to feel disgusted with 
its total want of honesty, I told a friend or two that 
I considered theology the most corrupting thing iQ 
the world. I had been forced to this conclusion by 
reflecting upon the facts of the case. The Bible, 
which the clergy held to be God’s word, they 
habitually and of sot purpose misinterpreted, twisted, 
flatly contradicted, in order to make it support their 
creeds and standards. They start with a set of falso 
assumptions, such as tho inspiration and infallibility 
of tho Bible, the correctness of their own standards 
and the certain damnation, or at least serious loss, of 
all that differ from them. The chief work of their 
life is to twist tho Bible so as to make it support 
their standards and babble tho jargon of their own 
particular sects.

I f  tho expositor be a Roman Catholic, ho finds in 
the Bible nothing but his own dogmas and assumP' 
tions; if a Protestant, he can find nowhere the 
slightest support or countenance given in the Bibh1 
to a single doctrine the Catholics hold, excopt tboso 
the Protestants also hold. The Calvinist learns fr°u| 
the Bible that only the elect will be saved, and tba 
“  God "  foreordained whatsoever comes to pass ; th° 
Arminians denounce this, and preach tho very 
reverse.

And so you might go through the sects and cal 
their attention to the above painful exhibitions 0 
bigotry, narrow-mindedness, and dishonesty. 
sects are in reality sects of squabbling, cantankerous 
fools, and worse, quarrelling and mutually bating 
each other because each has embraced a lie which J 
doggedly holds fast to as the truth. j

But their shuffling is best seen in the ways *n 
by which they bolster up their several dogmas. 
havo no case, and resort to all sorts of shifts 
evasions, suppression of truth, surmises, assumption» 
and positive falsehoods to bolster up their 
and to discredit rival ones. Hero before me is a h 
book entitled The Old Documents and the Neŵ  ’ 
ay Professor Patterson Smyth, Trinity 
Dublin. The work bears date 1890, and deals w . 
the Old Testament. There are many admissions 
it that do a Freethinker’s heart good to read, as *0t»l 
;’ully confirm our repeated allegations re the 
want of evidence for the Bible and Christianity.

la  the preface the author notes, what must bo 
to most, that in our grandfathers' days the B‘ o33i- 
much too sacred for criticism; “ to admit tho P 
bility of mistakes in its text would have been
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short of heresy.”  “  But old times have changed,” he 
says. Yes, indeed ! Where our grandfathers wor­
shipped, even the pious of to-day inquire, investi­
gate, and doubt. Yes, the sons and grandsons of the 
old blind believers are inquirers, doubters, sceptics. 
This is progress— towards Secularism. Everyone that 
uses his reason upon the foundations of his faith is, 
so far and in that respect, a Sceptic and Secularist.

The author admits that “  not all the assaults of 
scepticism have so shaken the ancient reverence for 
tho scriptures in the minds of Christians at largo ”  as 
the publication of the Revised Version.

Dr. Smyth refers to the Shapira forgeries in 1883, 
■when the learned world was almost taken in by a 
clever fellow who tried to palm off pretended ancient 
Hebrew MSS. upon the critics. The incident shows 
how extromely easy it must have been in former days 
to circulate forgeries as true and authentic docu 
'nents, and how extremely difficult it must bo to 
decide tho age o f a manuscript.

The doctor says (p. 5), “  The Jews have a trick of 
putting down to Ezra or to Moses every important 
event in the history of their Bible.

And this fact itself shows how impossible it must 
eo to place rational confidence in them. The Jows 
a,’° tho only possible witnesses in favor of tho Old 
Testament; and this Christian admits that thoy are 
totally unworthy of credit! Well, thoy, it is allegod, 
'vrote the Hebrew Bible. Tho inference is too plain
0 eo evaded—Tho book, like its authors, is totally 

unreliable. Besides, tho Jews will assure you that
10 Hebrew Bible nover meant what tho Christians 

* *ege; and they ought to know. It is plain, thero- 
erc> that the uso tho Christians mako of tho Old 
er̂ arnent is most ridiculous.

B 'ki au^ or speaks of tho different roadings of tho
1 u® ftud notes tho peculiarity of tho Hebrew and 

'udred languages, that tho lottors of tho Alphabet
,lr,J all consonants, the vowols being supplied in 
fading. That in itsolf is oxtromoly doubtful 
'ratnmarians have novor yet docidod how to road tho 
obrow, whether to supply vowels or to find tho 

°wols in the alphabet— in other words, it is still an 
^settled problem whethor tho Hebrew alphabet 

srsts of consonants only or consonants and vowels 
18 18 a nice predicament to bo in regarding this 

P o n d e d  revelation !
cas <,do.c*or assorts that the context, in almost ovory 

> will decido tho sense and bo a sufficient guido 
a any intelligent reader.”  That means, if it means 
how t ^ ln Particu'ar, that tho reador who knows 
trui road text knows how to road it— a paltry 
c n1. Hut the question is, How do you kuow tho 
roadeCii1'^a  ̂ roadini? it?  Tho Jows, as ho says, 
j  . lneir MSS. to-day, without any vowol-marks. 
K6k 8°- Eiko shorthand tho marks omployod have a 
th ’ lxod nieaning agreod upon by tho inventor or 
ce° P.artiea using thorn. Tho Jewshavo decided that 
Kj  ̂ ain niarks (or lottors and clustors of lottors) shnll 
lne ’ a cortain thing; and tradition keops up tho 
C0r?n.lnf?- . Hut, as Dr. Smyth confesses, this gives no 
«  j  am|,y in somo cases ; and he supplies an example, 
xjvJ a° in °wod himself on tho bed’s head”  (Genesis 
read • author of tho Epistle to the Hebrews
he fnii^ X̂' ’ ’ ,<on the top of his staff.”  In this 
The tr'Tf ®re0k translation of tho Hebrew Bible. 
HMT T f T m word here is (in English letters) 
thno „ ‘ The Jews read into it the following vowels, 
transl “^MtTTnH, meaning the b ed ; the Greek 
hed a ™ 8 read ifc HaMaTTeH, the staff. Staff and 

® are very different things.
TeRi„1l ln8tructivo to noto further that tho Catholic 
of hi* e? t<rr?ads (IIebrewxi-, 21). “ adored tho top 

8ta,r and that seems the truo translation.

honesty of pious translators, who aro anxious, not to 
find the truth, but to bolster up and defeud their 
dogmas.

Dr. Smyth, though anxious to put tho best face 
possible upon the case, is yot troubled by the difficulty. 
He says that “  tho bed,”  and “  the staff” in the above 
text mako equally good sonso. Thus it will be seen 
how mistakes might occur through this method of 
consonant-writing, and tho danger would, o f course, 
bo much increased if tho old Hebrew manuscripts 
were written, as thoy probably were, like the old 
Greek ones, without any division between the words. 
For example, if we should write in English Gen.i., 1, 
«  NTHBGNNNGGDCRTDTHHVNSNDTHRTH.”  

Yes, that will give* tho reader an idea of the per­
plexities of God’s “  most suro word of pi'ophecy.” 
The reader who has time may exercise his ingenuity 
in trying how many senses ho can manufacture out of 
those letters.

— Liberator. J o s e p h  Sy m e s .
(To be concluded.)

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO FREETHINKERS.

—  staff,”  and that seems the truo translation. 
I he Protestants, however, to favor their views, render 

if worshipped, leaning npon the top of his staff. 
But here tho word leaning i» flung la —
Efficient reason j and ia one

flung in without 
evidence of the

any
dis-

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,—
1 addross you in memory of Charles B radlauqh.
We, tho Directors of tho Syndicate formed to 

acquire the Hall of Scicnco, Loudon, are ontoring 
into a provisional agreement to purchaso that institu­
tion, that it may continuo a homo of Froothought and 
tho centre of tho associated Branches of tho National 
Secular Society.

We havo examined tho balauce-shoots of that insti­
tution for tho last ten years, and aro satisfied that the 
price asked is a moderate ouo as an ordinary business 
transaction, apart from tho universal wish to maintain 
a living testimony to the virtues of our dead L eader.

Wo desire that all tho Brnnehes of tho N. S. S. 
shall join us and bo enrollod in our “  Book of Life.”  

W o also dcsiro that all who knew and respected 
Mr. Bradlaugh, though outsido hi3 propaganda, shall 
avail themsolves of this opportunity to bo onrollodin 
tho abovo-inentionod book, either by Bonding dona­
tions or by applying for sharos.

You will seo by tho prospectus that no ono can hold 
in ono natno more than two hundred pounds.

You will soo that a sum of about £3,000 will bo 
enough to socure our position and start. And while 
on this I desire to record the unanimous opinion wo 
all hold of tho kindly and liberal manner in which 
Mr. R. O. Smith, tho present leaseholder, has met us.

Of the £3,000 ho asks for his position, which holds 
for 86 years, ho agroos that £1,000 of it shall remain 
payablo by instalments, and without any paymont of 
intorest boyond what may bo paid to tho ordinary 
shareholders; and ho joins tho Bourd of Directors, 
in which we will havo tho benefit of his long oxperi- 
onco, obtained while ho conducted tho concorn with 
the advice of Mr. Bradlaugh.

To those who aro not acquainted with the Hall of 
Science, 1 should state that it stands somo 60 feet 
back from tho front of tho street. Tho front portion 
of the premises represents an ordinary dwelling houso 
of 50 years ago. This portion wo will bo bound to 
robuild within ten years, so as to bring it on a par 
with modern improvements that have been mado in 
adjoining properties.

y W e propose, however, not to wait the ten years 
I allowed us by tho lessee, but to make the improve­
ment as soon as funds will allow. This may require 
an outlay of several thousand pounds, and will depend 
on the support wo receive from the country. We 
desire to have reading-room, class-rooms, and club- 
rooms, where all who aro membors may meet for in­
tellectual, recreative, and social purposes, with a 
separate entrance for those coming to lectures. W e 
know that we could not better carry out the aspira* 
tiona of our late leader than in providing the meant
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of instruction and amusement. His theory was that 
you can never improve man’s character or condition 
by mere advice; you must give him the opportunity 
of cultivating all his faculties up to the point of 
temperance.

The classes which were founded at the Hall of 
Science— the high-grade which pupils took at the 
Government examinations— and the library of over 
7,000 volumes which he accumulated amid all the 
persecution and trouble he passed through, confirms 
the views we have of perpetuating his memory.

We hope also, in carrying out these views, that 
there will result a body of men and women capable 
of representing the Freethought party and com­
bating the superstition that degrades even to this 
time so large a proportion of mankind. We hope also 
to provide a meeting place for all members from the 
provinces on visiting London to meet their fellows, 
and get what advice may assist them, and compare 
notes with each other to their mutual advantage.

W e do not intend to enter on this desirable project 
after the manner in which religious bodies generally 
do—namely, making a start when they have scarce 
money enough to put in the foundations, and for 
years after bothering their people to increase their 
subscriptions. We desire that every one who sub­
scribes for one share shall feel that he has made him­
self liable to pay twenty shillings and no more, and 
so on according to the number of shares he subscribes 
for ; and we want a great number of shares subscribed 
for, because the more there are the longer will be the 
time in which we will require to call up the whole of 
the money.

I  shall have a copy of this paper sent to the 
secretary of every Branch of the N. S. S., and I ask 
him to bring it before his committee on the very first 
opportunity, so that he can send to our Secretary pro 
tern., Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, 
E.C., a statement of the names and number of shares 
required by his Branch, by the 28th of this month, as 
wo wish to complete our provisional arrangement by 
tbe30th,the anniversary of Charles Bradlaugh’s death. 
I f  we find the feeling of the party with us we will 
conclude. If not, I for one shall have to consider if 
it is worth while helping those who will not help 
themselves.

I have lived for fifty years, disencumbered of the 
fears that surrounded my infancy, and I would like 
to assist in elevating the minds of the youth of my 
country. But if the fatheraand mothers of that youth 
are careless of the good of their offspring, I must 
leave them to grow up in the general mental 
drudgery which has allowed a few to filch from us 
the land of our country ; which in more recent times 
has deprived the poor of tho tithes, which in tho old 
Catholic times went to their support when thero were 
no poor rates—all spoliations, which will bo got back 
when men know their rights, but which rights they 
will never learn while they are pupils of the churches, 
who fatten on their labor and their fears.

G e o r g e  A n d e r s o n .

A C 1D D R OPS.
The Bishop of Manchester has mafle a tardy apology for 

stating that M. E. Monteil's Freethinker's Catechism, which 
states that God is only a word, was taught in the French 
public schools. He has discovered his error and acknow­
ledged i t ; but meantime the falsehood has done its work, 
being reprinted on the bishop’s authority in all parts of the 
world. ' . ' •

A  Christian missionary, writing to the Hong Kong Tele­
graph, says it is the Europeans who prevent the success of 
the Gospel in China. He affirms that nearly every single 
European and American in  China keeps his concubines and 
drinks to excess. Yet these are Christians, and the Chinese 
judge a tree by its fruit. ____

Another writer says the statement as to single men is a 
deliberate falsehood, and adds : “  People at home, who never 
go abroad, do not know that when they are thinking of half- 
starved missionaries wandering about and living in mud 
hovels, many are in reality enjoying the best things of this 
life, living on first-class food, under punkahs, lying back in 
long chairs, quaffing cool drinks, or enjoying a trip up country 
in a well-furnished house-boat, while the mercantile com­
munity are earning a living by the sweat of their brows.”

The Russian famine is said to have resulted in the 
pauperisation of nearly half the.empire. Absence of rain in 
Southern India has already sent foodstuffs up to famine 
prices, and in many places the people are suffering from want 
of drinking water. They have the consolation it is all divinely 
arranged.

In an atrocious case of murder by four soldiers in a Russian 
barracks, one of the murderers said : “  I thought we should 
never succeed in getting him into the lo f t ; but God helped 
us.”  Possibly he believed in supernatural help in answer to 
a murderer’s prayer. _____

Emboldened by their opposition to law, the Eastbourne 
Salvationists have grown, if possible, in cheek. When a 
tradesman came out to aBk the band to stop because his wif® 
was ill, the captain said, “  Bring out the dear sister, that we 
may pray for her.”

Our only General, having raked in tho shekels both from 
Australia and India, will have a grand display on his home­
coming. He will arrive in a special steamer, which will b® 
met by nine Salvationist steamers. He will make his triumphal 
entry into London on Feb. 13. The subscribers pay. Booth 
does not belive in “ self-denial ”  for himself.

Peterborough is all agog about a ghost, or a squadron of 
ghosts, infesting the house of a railway man named Rim®8* 
Unearthly noises are heard by night, and things are knocked 
about unmercifully. At any rate, such is tho report; but we 
dare say there are several Freethinkers in Peterborough who 
would be glad to take tho haunted house rent free. Very 
likely the ghost would go off to another house tenanted by 
believers.

The St. James’s Gazette recommends the Theosophists to 
buy the haunted house at Peterborough and { ut in an 
nated brother or sister as a guardian of the spot, dn 
Mahatma boom having fallen off lately, a new sensation m«8 
be rather badly needed.

Mr. Maden, the Gladstonian candidate for Rossendale, 
declared himself in favor of Secularists having the same 
liberty of bequest that Christians have, and also of a repeal 
of the Blasphemy Laws. Mr. Richard Spencer, who put the 
last question, was received with hooting, but the candidate’s 
answer was straightforward and courteous. We hope he will 
get in.

“  I heard something in your sermon which I never heard 
in a sermon before,”  said Archbishop Whately to another 
church dignitary. “  What was it ? ”  asked the gratified man 
of God. “  Oh, I heard the clock strike twice.”

A minister in San Diego the other day startled his audience 
by saying, “  I  have forgotten my notes, and shall have to 
trust to providence, but this evening I will come better 
•prepared.” ■>

T /Z lhtZ ^T ortn t *tiend Char,e8 Watts. Secular 
with a diabolic.) * ♦’ -?01, an otherwise excellent number 
say “ an eneiuv ° °ur colleague, who cannot even
friend Th^n , .d°ne thi8’” for ifc is done by a good
be exactly fik/hf*"?! I* *?methin9 like Mr. Watts ; it would 
ing match a n d T ,f J118 Jaw had been dislocated in a bru.s; 
fattv dec ’ ‘ r 118 / ace had been puffed by seven years ° f the heart. Having your portrait
printed is one of the terrors of public life. 7

the Leathen8 ras e ?  Becau8e ° f and mis'

eranee0» v 'l  N.onconf°rmity are very loud about “ TeW' 
onth Af English papers print a letter from *

African kmg, begging our Christian Government to
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keep their infernal strong drink out of his dominions. 
English Christianity, thy name is— well, is it not Hypocrisy ?

Why do Christians object to fun? One of them says-that 
a recent lecture by Mr. Foote contained a good deal of fun, 
and quotes from some dull dictionary-maker the definition of 
fun as “  a low form of merriment.”  But when you poke fun 
at Bible stories the “  lowness ”  is in the matter you criticise. 
Apparently this Christian thinks the story of Balaam’s ass 
high and-'solemn, and derision of it low and frivolous. But 
he forgets that tastes differ.- Does not the proverb say .that 
one man’s meat is another man's poison ?

The Rev. John- McNeill has left the Presbyterians of 
Regent-square in a considerable fix, and is starring it with 
Moody aud Sankey at Aberdeen, The Scotsman reports one 
of his good phases, “  The blood-curdling thing about God 
was the time he took.”  That’s the soyt of stuff to fetch 
them. With Moody, Sankey, and McNeill there should be a 
great revival.

Mr. C. Kegan Paul, the publisher, has published an account 
of bis conversion to Catholicism. Mr. Paul seems always to 
have been considerably under the influence of Cardinal 
Newman, and ho found Positivism (which has been defined

Dr. Huxley as Catholicism minus Christianity, and by Dr. 
Bridges as Catholicism plus Science) a preparation for 
®wallawing the trinity, iiansubstantiation, infallibility, and 
btf liquefaction o f the blood of San Genarro.

cler “  Reverend ”  is not secured to the Establishedther?y by right, as one of them found who tried to prevent 
jj. lnsertion of the title on a Wesleyan minister’s tombstone. 

, Waa> indeed, “  conveyed " from the lawyers about the time 
,ea fbey had to drop the prefix “  Sir,”  borne by such 

Top ° ° Par80ns as Sir Hugh Evans, Sir Nathaniel, and Sir

ver^i? recf°r of Castleford (the Rev. J. Simpson) preached a 
dale j!^ less and silly sermon on the occasion of the Whel- 

c°H>ery disaster, which ho ascribed to the godlessness of 
this '* rePor*e(f as saying : “  He wondered whether
wo i? rea<Nul calamity involving the sacrifice of five lives 
the  ̂  ̂ enough to make the men of Castleford turn from 

* * * « .  ways ; perhaps it would need a catastrophe that 
oieh 'nv°^ve aH Castleford and bring bereavement into well- 
Par' l Very home. lie was called to conduct services in one 
in S w'1.ere 400 human beings were slain by one fell stroke 
Caj a u° liery cxplosion. Castleford did not want such a 
great  ̂ aS ^'s> but if it did not improve it may be the 
whol mercy the part of a merciful God to cover the 
mergq ?Wn w*fh the pall o f death." What a nice kind of a 
folks' d Pod Bov. J. Simpson has. Some Castleford 
the w °Q  ̂ Relieve in him, and so ho gets angry and kills 

r°ng people of course.

Koniou*10'8 R°ydetb a tramp, is, if not the invontor, tho in 
the p i|eX-vUtor a P '°” 8 fnk0 to entrap the generosity of 
saw a l'k  \ or*ta^fre folk sojourning at Ilarrogato. When ho
°n the “  catch ’

sojourning 
approaching. Francis would kneel down

offer
Police

pavoment, and not too loudly, but just loudly «noogh, 
UP a prayer. For this pious proceeding a worldly 

f . -naan arrested him, and an ungodly magistrate sentenced 
^  to prison for seven days. The S. A., who are far more 

a nuisance in bogging under protonce of religion, oug o 
a°  something for Francis Reyden. Ho would make a capitaloonvert.

M
Thee*0 has been a Church of England scandal m I ari 

Miss Leigh, otherwise Mrs. Lewis, the wife of the Bishop <
yotario, carries on “ Unsectarian Homes," largely subscribe 
or in England. It appears, however, that there is a 

crepancy amounting to somo X I ,300 in tho accounts.
dis

^rederick Storey, tho manager of Cook’s Theatre, Greenock 
° n° femal0 performers, made tho usua

-wucricx HI
who murdered rernaio periormers, mado tho usu
ed'fying ending on the gallows, after confiding in the men 

God and reciting the Lord’s Prayer. No doubt ange 
Were waiting to guide him to glory.

. The Rev. Arthur Denny is another clorgyman who has g> 
lnto trouble, charged with indecently assaulting a poll« 
unstable. One wonders what it is iu the profession whic 
tnakea them prone to such offences.

James Grenwell, an omnibus conductor, when charged with 
stealing a parcel from Jones Bros., Holloway-road, said an 
aogel had appeared to him in a dream, and told him his sins 
were forgiven, that he was to tell the magistrate so, and ha 
would say “  I forgive thee also.”  The magistrate, believing 
he was wrong in his mind, ordered him to come up when 
called on. James, however, went thieving again, and was 
soon found attempting to steal a tobacconist’s till. No angel 
appeared the second time, and he has to do three months’ 
hard. ____

A Birmingham Nonconformist minister, in a recent sermon 
spoke of “  angels half an eternity old.”  A  lot of women of 
his church want to know to whom he referred.

Wanted (very badly indeed), some knowledge of the 
present address of the Principals of the firm of Lord, God, 
Almighty and Co. (unlimited), or any authorised representa­
tive of the House. Many creditors wish to know where to 
present their accounts. The clergy either cannot or will not 
give any information re the firm. Send to office of this paper. 
N.B.— Large commissions on all sums that can be recovered 
from the said firm.— Liberator.

“ As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive”  (1 Cor. xv., 22). Adam being a myth, nobody dies in 
him, “  even so ”  no Christ is needed to make anybody alive.

We have heard an altogether authentic tale of a very 
wealthy and pious lady who cautioned a friend not to have 
anything to do with “  Christian science,”  not because it was 
a system of quackery and delusion, but because it had the 
word “  science ”  in its designation. “  I confess, dear,”  she 
said most earnestly, “  I don’t like that word * science.’ ” —  
Boston Investigator.

Tho January number of The Cross Bearer, a monthly 
Church magazine, has an imaginary dialogue between a 
schoolmaster of a British school and an agumentativo wife of 
a working man, who insists on her children having church 
religion. She says, “  What, have them brought up like 
heathen, with never a prayer nor a catechism, nor a proper 
minister talking to them ! ”  And when told that religion is 
left to homo influence, she says, “ You mean that Joe and I 
must teach our children the best half of their learning, and 
you must havo all the pay.” “  Have all the pay ”  is good in 
the days of free education. The paper is amusing as illus­
trating the attitude parsons would like tho people to take in 
order that the men of God may retain their influence.

Balaam’s ass showed wisdom in speaking, but supplied a 
bad precedent to his successors. There has never yet been 
an ass who saw an angel and kept silence.

Tho Rev. C. Abbot, preaching on tho miracle at Cana in 
Galilee, says there was a largo party there. Tliero is no 
authority for this in the gospel beyond tho record that Jesus, 
his mother, and disciples were there. But wo hope Mr. 
Abbot is correct, for the blessed gospel does say that when 
they had well drunk, Jesus made into wine six water-pots 
containing two or three firkins apiece, and this must have 
been from 108 to 162 gallons, which should have accommo­
dated a large party oven on such a convivial occasion.

“  Give us this day our daily bread,”
Ho prayed at early morn ;

And then went out on the exchange 
To raise the price of corn.

A now sect of Bible cranks lias arisen in Michigan, U.S. 
They call themselves “ Tho New House of Israel, or the 
Living Temple of Israelites of tho Last Days.”  The speedy 
approach of tho long-announced J. O. is a belief which they 
combine with communism in worldy goods.

Says tho Carrier Dove, a San Francisco Spiritist organ, it 
is not to be expected that when two friends make a bargain 
that tho first to die shall return after death, that the agree­
ment can always bo carried out. The spirit may have some­
thing better to do, or circumstances may prevent his finding 
a means or medium. This is plausible. But to test the 
Spiritists, wo would publicly invite not only our friends but 
our enemies and all who ever knew us, together with the 
entire crew of gods, ghosts, angels, devils, mahatmas, and



40 The Freethinker. January 17, 1892.

bogiemen, to put in an appearance when and where they 
please. Surely all cannot be incapable of doing the thing, if 
it is to be done at all. ____

Mr. Felix Adler, of the New York Ethical Culture Society, 
writes in the International Journal o f  Ethics on the Problem 
of Unsectarian Moral Instruction. He holds that the teacher 
need not take up with any school of ethics. Eoligion says 
we ought to do right because it is the will of God or for the 
love of Christ; philosophy says for utilitarian or transcen­
dental reasons, or in obedience to the law of evolution. The 
teacher, thinks Mr. Adler, need not choose; he is not to 
explain why we should do right, but to let the young see 
what is right. We fancy Mr. Adler shows, by wishing 
morality taught as a dogma, that he had not got beyond the 
very outskirts of his subject.

Last Sunday, just about 7.30 p.m., as all God’s children 
were at Holy Trinity Church, Harrow Green, Leytonstone, a 
fire broke out in the church. The old one has not smelt the 
sweet savor of burnt offerings for a long time, and it is 
thought he was at the bottom of the business. Fortunately 
the people did not stay to go to heaven in a fiery way like 
Elijah, and no one was hurt, though God’s house is con­
siderably injured.

One of the delegates at last Sunday’s meeting of the Free 
Speech Defence Committee, formed to fight the question of 
open-air meetings at Chelsea, stated that a man had been dis­
charged by the Board of Trade for having a copy of the 
Freethinker in his possession. We should be glad to have 
the full particulars of this case. Such acts of bigotry must 
not be allowed to pass unchallenged.

The Colensoites of Natal have elected the Rev. W. Aysret 
as their bishop, but the Archbishop of Canterbury refuses to 
institute him as he refused to institute Sir G. W. Cox. He 
doesn’t believe the Holy Ghost could settle down comfortably 
inside a heretic.

The "  unco guid ”  of the Nottingham Town Council will 
not permit the art museum of the Castle to be inspected on 
8unday. Yet they call the Castle Museum “  the people’s 
drawing-room.”  Nice drawing-room— a place they cannot 
enter on their one day of leisure.

■■ ■
James Parsonson, of Croydon, who seems pious enough for 

the son of a parson, was accused o f indecently assaulting 
Rose Sylvester, a girl under the age of 16. It is alleged that 
as she was returning from posting some letters, the prisoner 
sprang on her, pushed her down, and, after threatening to 
cut her throat, assaulted her. She was positive as to his 
identity. When charged Parsonson said, "  Do you think I, a 
member of a Christian church and 'a father of a family would 
do such a thing ?”  It appears that on this very night he was 
on his way from Park-street Church, where he that evening 
received the hand of fellowship. The Rev. W. J. Loxton 
spoke to his respectability and the vicar of Leatherhead wrote 
in his favor, but he is fully committed for trial.

The dead body of a man was found in Lauriston-place, 
Edinburgh. From the fact that he had a Roman Catholic 
Prayer Book in his pocket, it is thought that he was either 
coming from or going to early Mass, when he dropped dead.

Lady Florence Dixie, who has been somewhat of a sports­
woman herself, exposes in the Westminster Review “  The 
Horrors of Sport.”  In their treatment of animals Hindus 
and Buddhists have always been far more humane than 
Christians.

“  Argus,”  the writer of "  Things in General ”  in the 
Westminster Times, seems to know nothing in particular. 
“  Argus ”  has had his myriad eyes drawn to the fact that the 
Westminster Liberal and Radical Club, “  only last month and 
on a Sunday,”  permitted their premises to be used for a 
lecture by a Mr. Johnson for the Westminster Branch of the 
National Secular Society, on "T h e  Existence of Jesus.’ 
"Argus ”  is indignant, and calls the Nonconformist conscience 
to revolt at this blasphemy, which leads him to denounce the 
Club as " a local curse,”  " a  blight upon the Liberalism of 
Stuart Mill,”  of all men in the world. “  Argus ”  is perhaps 
unaware that the accusation of Atheism, which he flings at 
the Westminster Club, was applied to Stuart Mill when he 
sat as member for Westminster.

When Charles Bradlaugh lay dying, his brother by birth, 
but in nothing else, tried to gain a little cheap notoriety by 
attempting to enter the sick room. He was naturally denied 
admittance, and he then proceeded to advertise his woes. 
Well now, this same W. R. Bradlaugh, unless we are very 
much misinformed, tried his dirty worst to prevent the Bolton 
Branch of the N. S. S. from having the use of the Spinners’ 
Hall for Freethought lectures. He actually wrote an impudent 
letter, saying that he would prevent the hall from being so 
used if it cost the Spinners a hundred pounds. The committee 
despised his threats, and found his bark a great deal worse 
than his bite. Our readers will see from this how much 
real brotherliness there was in W. R. Bradlaugh’s little comedy 
at Charles Bradlaugh’s deathbed.

Talmage licks creation at tall talk. He calls upon “  the 
armies of heaven to bear down upon the foe,”  and prays the 
Almighty to get ready his thunderbolts. This is Talmage s 
way of refuting “  infidelity.”  But it won’t work. The 
armies of heaven have other business, and thunderbolts are » 
played-out superstition. What the Almighty should do i* 
to give Talmage more logical power, but the case seems 
hopeless.

Among the things prohibited by the old New England 
Puritans was tobacco, but we read of their growing it and 
drying it in the church loft for sale to the “ ungodly Dutch- 
It would be hard to beat that. What an oxquisito blend of 
godliness and gain I _____

A  little boy, on returning from a visit to the menageri®; 
was asked by his father what animals he had soen. "  Well« 
he answered, "  I saw a lion, and a tiger, and an elephant, and » 
hyena, and a Polar bear, but I didn’t see any cross-eye® 
bear.”  "  What do you mean by a cross-eyed bear ? ”  asked 
the father, in great astonishment. “  Why,”  said the boy> 
"  don’t you know the bear we sing about in Sunday school^' 
the consecrated cross-eyed bear S ”  In this case the line ° 
the familiar hymn, “  The consecrated cross I’ll bear,”  b* 
been imperfectly caught, and then received from the ebu 
the only construction which his limited vocabulary enable® 
him to give it.

If mind can be followed down to the first instinct'^9 
motions of the earliest forms of matter, and is proved 
depend on the organism, may it not yet be shown that tn 
first motion that signifies intelligence is as truly a develop 
ment from) the inherent nature of matter as is the growth 
the structure ? The assumption that there is an eternal 
tinction between mind and matter, and that it was necessary 
at some point for a God to step in and conjure the Pr*DO1/L0 
of mind into matter, would thus be shown to be false by * 0 
proof of the theory that matter has always possessed 
principle of determining the actions of matter which we c 
mind.— Robert C. Adams.

The mortality caused by wild animals in India during 1890 
was 2,460. God is so impartial he occasionally cares more 
for tigera and snakes than for human beiDgs.

A t St. Mary, Moorfields, a large-sized group, representing 
the birth in the manger between the ox and the ass, has been 
on view, and attracted the attention of many. 8ince Epiphany 
the figures of the Wise Men from the East have been added. 
It is just possible that the whole legends arose from repre­
sentations of this character, in which the new-born child 
plrteneted the te*born sub of the New Yesr,

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

window.
(2) Get your newsagent to take a few copiee of the Freethinker

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copi® 
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among 7°"
acquaintances. . h

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheete, whi®
are of a convenient size for tho purpose. Mr. F°ra 
Will send them on application. , « ibi

(8) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then In th* tr*J 
the car, or the omnibus.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, Jan. 17, Tyno Theatre, Newcastle-ou-Tyne, at 7, 
“  Liberty and Law : their Claims and Conflicts.”

January 21 and 31, Hall of Science.
Feb. 7, Milton Hall; 11, Leeds; 21 and 28, Hall of Science. 
March 6, Merthyr.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mr. Charles Watts’ Engagements.— January 17, Milton 
Hall, London; 24 (afternoon). Wolverhampton; evening, 
Birmingham ; 26, 27, 28 and 20, Sheffield ; 31, Birmingham. 
Feb. 7, H ull; 14, Glasgow ; 15, Hamilton ; 16, 17, 18 and 19, 
public debate in Glasgow; 21, Edinburgh ; 28, Birmingham 
March 7, Birmingham; 14 and 21 (morning and evonnnr,•»t .r— •> ^tiuiiu^uaui; i t aim ¿ 1  ^murniu^ uuu evening) 
nU Bcienco, London; 28, Birmingham. April 4, Man- 

ester; 1 1  and 17, Birmingham ; 25, Sheffield. May 1 and 8 
t ornmg and evoning), Hall of Science, London ; 15 and 22, 
' "^"'Ughatn.—All communications for Mr. Watts should bo 
°ot direct to him at Baskorvillo Hall, The Crescent, Bir-

A raiugham.
'(|j'r~There aro now about 12,000 Josuits, who are probably 

Jam 'D? f,nore mischief than any 120,000 other persons living. 
areS , itcukll.—Mr. Forder has handed us your letter. Wo 
th / '  know y°n wore couvorted from Christianity by 
ci ° yM thinker, and that you express your gratitude by 
, cu atiug this journal among your acquaintances. You find 
. ” y professed Christians only half-believers, and your ex- 

g o irnce *8 common in other parts of the country, 
orio fTTHKWS-—The “  Parson’s Creed ”  has for years been 

« ‘ °ur tracts. Wo get a copy sent to ns about once a 
g, g Readers aro informed that wo don’ t want it.
J, auks. Soo paragraph.
p, VATEns.— It has merit, but is hardly up to tho mark.

The nmETT-—Mr. Stanley Jones acknowledges subscription, 
sen i (  m s—Irlan-lano, Flixton, docs not find you. Please 

W. 8 V U addross.
uud tbYL>11 l̂aB Bllcceo<lod *n getting Bible ami Evolution 

REx It 16 Student’s Darwin iuto the Birkenhead Froo Library.
ever —Wo aro not awaro that the Romish doctors liavo 

J. p Qlleoated the question, “  Has woman a soul P” 
a rL ^ O K .— You quite apprebond our moaning. Scientific 
Usef 1 111 l*10 -Freethinker now and thou would certainly bo 
Writ'1 ’ wo nro n°t t° pay “  eminent authorities ”  to 
(j|Uj° theni. You forgot that the Socioty for Promoting 
It is* 1°  R no"'lodgo has plenty of ca]>ital. We have not. 
natisfi i °  •" rc8Pootable,”  and wo aro not. You must be 
cease! ,^ Uh this journal as wo aro able to turn it out, or

York-roa<i,rani.lon-mO, H , "olln this journal 

i .  not a “  « r e d i . »  Christian."

cease 
* Inge 
and al

n '1 distinction is that ho has a good deal of human nature 
v ,A, a footed hatred of intolerance. Wo bone
v ®Gktarun —Thanks for your seasonable greeting. ” .° .1

merit your good opimon. Kindly fill in the application 
mrm for silareB wllioll iB B0Ut you by post.

An°NTmou8 correspondents are once more warned that
T ,” ,nmunications cannot bo answered. t i i  to
r - l'AYNK. - p loaBed t0 iearn that this journal has helped to
M l V ° U r̂om *',PerB *̂̂ ®n*
° :p^ ^ u !N G y acknowledges the following for the Forder 
p r” ection Fund T. E. Greou, 10s. 6d.

metjt, but you need to study the laws of vermficaUon. i n  
*°rfinanship of poetry has to bo learnt, liko that

' h'liri.KY.—(i) We hope tho Chostor-le-Street friends, who
?,tQ going to drive into Newcastle in brakes to hear M • 

oote g lecture, will be rewarded. ( 2 ) Mohamme . 
um Mohammed as well the Ohrlstiaus from Christ. Dating 

T°m the birth of Christ, however, was not thought of till 
„ 0 81xth contury, it was propagated by Bode in t g 
^ r y ,  and became legal and popular in the tenth, bee 

R v ”hon,chapter xl. , . . ,
'<,7cHOLLs._Your birthday present of £10 shall be invested 

•m the Hall of Science scheme in the name of G. W. Footo 
Absolutely ”  as you desire. Thanks also for your good wishes, 

ll \r *'00t6 is in good health, though often a little weary.
• aiooRE, newsagent, High-street, Grays, exhibits tho rree -  
thinker for sale.

•Goodwin.—Wo aro obliged for your efforts to promote our 
mrculation. Glad to hear you find it easier to do so since 

T,, ® enlargeraont. . . , . . .  ,
ukologos.—“  Kiss the Son ”  is a Christian mistranslation of 
^• .u* 12. They wanted to find J. C. everywhere. Of the 

arious versions offered in the Revised Version receive 
.instruction and “ worship in purity,” the ilatter is tho 
6 better. Other mistranslations with like purpose may be 

•aunti in p». s i l l ,  is , and Ps. min «.

H. Warrington.— The person you mention sent us impudent 
letters and postcards, and was warned that future communi­
cations of his would go in the waste-basket.

Cogito.—You are under a misapprehension. Dr. Allinsononly 
advertises his books, and ho has as much right to do that as 
Dr. W. B. Richardson or any other popular medical author. 
His advertisement in our columns is unexceptionable, and 
we are not going to refuse it (lie pays for it, you know) 
because it offends the susceptibilities of other medical men. 
For our part, we think it intolerable that a medical Trade 
Union should be allowed by the law to bar a man from 
practising on any ground but medical unfitness. Dr. Allison’s 
case is on all fours with Dr. Allbutt’s ; yet in the one you 
seo tyranny, and in the othor legitimate exclusion. The 
principle in both cases is sheer despotism. An examining 
body to issue degress, as a guarantee of proficience, may be 
right enough; but such a body should never be allowed to 
revoke degrees. All except tho proficienco the public can 
judge for thomsolves. Wo thank you for your good wishes, 
and hope you will see, although you are a physician, that 
doctorcraft is as bad as priestcraft, and that liberty is good 
for all classes.

T. R. Fox.— Our sub-editor wroto the paragraph from a news­
paper report. Wo know nothing of the matter personally. If 
Mr. Salt is not tho Secularist candidate at Sunderland, let 
tho Branch officially tell us who is, and wo will advocate his 
claims.

Papers Received.— Fritankarcn— Truthseeker— Lichtfreund 
— Freidonker— Liberator—Two Worlds—Western Figaro— 
Boston Investigator—Freedom—Liberty— Dor Arme Teufel 
— Progressive Thinker—Cosmopolitan — Flaming Sword— 
Better Way—Echo—Ironclad Age—Liberty—Crossbearer— 
Open Court— Star—Modern Thought—Newcastle Evoning 
Chronicle—Standard— Castleford Gazetto—Bristol Mercury 
—Cheltenham Mercury— York Evoning Press—Bolton Star 
— Sunday Chronicle—Twentieth Century—Christian Horald 
— Westminster Times.

Co r r e spo n d en c e  should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the curront issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands ovor till tho following week.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking tho passages to which they wish to call our attention.

L iterary communications to bo addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica­
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Scale or A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
3s.; Half Column, 15b. ; Column, £1 10b. Special terms for 
repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on tho 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive tho number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.

The Freethinker will bo forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d .; Half Year, 
3s. Sd.; Three Months, Is. 7jd. Australia, China and Afrioa ; 
—One Year, 8s. 8d .; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 6s. 5d.; 
Three Months, 2s. 8jd.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Bolton had about four inches of snow in the streets on 

Sunday, and there waB a fresh fall of slushy snow in tho 
evening ; but, dospito tho unfavorable weather, tho audiences 
at Mr. Foote’s lectures were the largest the Branch has seen 
for years. Had the weather been decent the meetings no 
doubt would have been splendid. As it is the Branch is well 
satisfied. Six new members wore enrolled during the day ; 
a fact that gladdens the heart of Mr. Ilampson, the secretary, 
and his bravo wife, who are two of the Branch’s main pillars.

Saturday’s Bolton Star devoted to Mr. Foote a half a 
column of its “  Personal and Social ”  paragraphs. It con­
cluded by saying, “  He is a man not afraid of his convictions, 
and of such men we would that there were more.”

There was a capital sale of Freethought literature at Mr. 
Foote’s lectures, thanks in great part to Mrs. Hampson’s two 
bright little girls who took papers and pamphlets among the 
audience. Nearly a hundred copies of the Freethinker were 
disposed of, and this should lead to an increase of our circu­
lation in Bolton.

Tyneside friends should muster in strength at Mr. Foote’ s 
lecture this evening (Jan. 17) at 7 o ’clock in the Tyne 
Theatre, Newcastle, under the auspices of the Sutday Society. 
Elijah Copland takes the chair. The subject of Mr. Foot#’* 
lecture is “  Liberty and h avr i their Claims and Conflictii”
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The “  Weekly Notes and Program ”  of the Tyneside 
Sunday Lecture Society gives a capital sketch of Mr. Foote’s 
public career. It is signed “ K. H. G.,” and is written with 
candor and impartiality. No attempt is made to gloss over 
Mr. Foote’s heresy. The terms of the following paragraph 
are too flattering, but we are grateful for the kindly spirit 
which inspired them :— “  Few men can show such a record of 
energetic and untiring service in the cause of Progress and 
Freethought; few have been more maligned and misunder­
stood ; and few there are who have had the honor of suffering 
so much as he for the cause he has espoused. In spite of 
struggle and hardship and suffering, his courage has never 
failed him, and we bespeak for this indomitable pioneer 
cordial and hearty welcome on our platform.”

'' Last 8unday Mr. Charles Watts lectured at the Hall of 
Science, London. In the morning he examined General 
Booth’s scheme, which he pronounced to be a social delusion. 
In the evening he criticised the manifesto recently published 
in the Times by thirty-eight parsons. The leading positions 
of that document were subjected to a searching analysis. Mr. 
Watts held the attention of his audience throughout. “ Is 
the Bible in Danger?”  may be fairly described as a most 
useful and interesting lecture.

Mr. Charles Watts lectures this evening (Jan. 17) at Milton 
Hall on “  Secularism : its Belation to Life and Death.”  
North London friends will no doubt take the opportunity to 
hear him. _____

Mr. Touzeau Parris, a man of ability and extensive infor­
mation, occupies the London Hall of Science platform to-day 
(Jan. 17). His morning subject is “  What is Property ?”  In 
the evening he discourses on “  Incarnation Stories.”

Next Thursday evening (Jan. 24) the London Hall of 
Science platform will be occupied by the Rev. J. Fleming 
Williams, a member of the London County Council, who will 
discourse on “  The Relation of Christianity to the Working 
Classes.”  The chair will be occupied by another member of 
the County Council, Mr. G. W. Benn. The admission is free. 
We hope Mr. Williams will have a bumping audience. We 
also hope there will bo an animated but good-tempered 
discussion. __ .

Mr. A. B. Moss i3 persevering • couragoously with his 
experiment at Deptford. His lecture this evening (Jan. 17) 
will be on John Stuart Mill. We hope the Deptford friends 
will help to give him a good audience.

The annual Children’s Party at the London Hall of Science 
will be held on Thursday, Feb. 25. Subscriptions towards 
the expenses should be sent to the treasurer, Mr. R. Forder. 
£5 is devoted to this fund out of Mr. George Anderson’s new 
year’s cheque.

Morpeth, 5s. ; Mr. Fletcher, 6d. ; A. T. Dipper, 2s. ; Peter 
Weston, 5s. ; H. Smith (Farsley), Is. ; Mr. Brough, Is. I 
Mr. Wetherell, 2s. ; Mr. Respond, Is. ; A. Smith, Is. ; Mr. 
Herman, 2s. 6d. ; James Hay, Is. ; Mr. Hann, 6d. ; Mr. 
Temple, Is. ; Mr. Doods, Is. ; Mr. Every, Is. ; Mr. Thompson, 
2s.; Mr. Carr, Is .; Mr. Loader, 3s. l i d . ;  Mr. Fraser, 2s.; 
Mr. Harris, 2s. 6d. ; Mr. Hubert Richardson, 10s. ; A. T., Is. ; 
E. P., Is. ; G. J. P., Is. ; C. J P., 2s.— Joseph Beown, Hon. 
Sec. to Defence Committee, 86 Durham-street, Bentinck, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.

The annual dinner of the 
reported in another column, 
account of illness. Happily 
Holyoake was also absent.

London Secular Federation is 
Mr. R. Forder was absent on 
he has recovered. Mr. G. J. 
He sent a humorous letter, 

explaining that -he was the victim of a lazy cold that wouldn t 
go though he was tired of its company. Mr. Watts spoke 
well, though very briefly. Miss Vance was in special good 
form. Mr. Wheeler had a marked reception. Messrs. Moss 
aud Parris had their share of the honors.

There is hope for English freedom yet. Henry Loader, 
who is prosecuted by the police at Newcastle for selling Dr. 
Allbutt’s Wife's Handbook, has been tried and not found 
guilty. Despite an old-fashioned, foolish, and bigoted speech 
by the Recorder, the jury would not follow his leading. 
After an absence of two hours and forty minutes they came 
back to the court “  looking warm and tired.”  “  Wo are 
pretty equally divided,”  said the foreman, “ and all very 
positive about our views.”  Their only difference was about 
one chapter of the Handbook ; the rest of it, apparently, they 
all considered legitimate.

Loader is to be tried again three months hence. Perhaps 
the police mean to go on getting him tried until Newcastle 
howls at them. But we fancy their only hope lies in a packed 
jury. If that can be mansged. Loader will see the inside of 
a g io l ; but if it cannot, he will probably get off, and Mal­
thusian prosecutions will no more be heard of on the Tyne­
side. ____

Mr. Foote will meet the Branch and confer with them on 
this matter before leaving Newcastle. The question is not 
one of the truth or falsity of Malthusian principles, but of 
the right to ventilate them. It ia a question of liberty or 
despotism, and Freethinkers can only take one side.

Newcastle Malthusian Defence Fund.— Collection at Eldon 
Hall Meeting, 14s. 6 d .; Mr. Hetherington, 10s.; J. W.

The President devoted himself to begging, and succeeded 
in raising the wind to the tune of £24 13s. 6d. Of this
amount £11 4s. was paid on the spot as follows:— R- *-*•
Smith, £1 I s . ; E. C. Furby, £1 I s . ; R. H. Side, £ 1 ;  Mrs. 
Bayston, £1 ; Mrs. G. B. Pearce, 10s. Gd.; R. A . Fincken, 
10s.; J. Rowney and family, 10s.; B. Wehrle, 10s. 6d. i 
Philalethes, 10s.; G. Ward, 10s.; J. Dean (Putney), 10*. > 
Few Friends, 8s ; T. W. Osborne, 5 s .; C. Crawfoot 5s.! 
Mr. and Mrs. Cookney, 5 s .; A. Arnsby, 5s. ; Miss M. 
Robins, 5 s .; H. Hancock, 5 s ,; J. Albert, 5 s .; Mrs, N. Guest«» 
5 s ,; Mr. and Mrs. Davis, 2s. ; Mr. and Mrs. R. Fox, ds.!

J. Turney, 2s. 6 d ,; E. M. Crowfoot, 2s. 6 d .; F. Curtis,
2s. 6 d .; Sam StandriDg, 2 b . Gd ; Mrs. M. Lightomber, 2s. Gd., 

Smith, 2s. 6 d .; G. Cheal, Is.; G. Fakey, Is.

Freethinkers should never lose an opportunity of defending 
Secularism in the local press. We notice in the Bolton Staf 
a good letter on Secular Education by Thomas Holstead. B 
is a pointed reply to a local Christian, who asserts that non* 
religious education trains up children as imps of the Devil. -

Dr. J. E. Carpenter will give a series of eight Wednesday 
evening lectures on “ Theology in the Book of Isaiah,”  at th® 
University Hall, Gordon-equare, W.C.

Mr. Sam Standring, having taken up his residence 10 
Manchester, has issued a circular to the Branches in _ 
district, sketching out a scheme of propaganda and organ:8* 
tion. If he can carry out a half of what he proposes he 
achieve a great success. Wo hope Mr. Standring will 
cordially supported in this generous effort. His scheme 
well worth a trial, and there should be no insuper*13 
difficulty in forming a Lancashire Federation. There 
very lively one on the Tyneside, and it should be even e*1 
to organise one in tho populous district botweon Manet®3 
and Liverpool.

Mr. W. W. Collins sends us from Christchurch, New 
land (the place we once got a frozen sheep from—-but '  
Collins is anything but a frozen sheep), a pamphlot c0,,t:l' or 
ing his lecture in reply to the local bishop and the Cover . 
of N. Z. on “  Freethought and Education.”  Mr. Colli03 
lost none of his eloquence, and he skilfully uses tho k18*1 
admission of “ tho earnestness of Freethought leotur  ̂
teachers, and politicians.”  If this paragraph meets our 
colleague’s eyes, he wiil know that we wish him good-sp 
in his noble work.

i"Jou°cil
By twenty-one votes to six the Stockton Town ^  

have decided to open tho Free Library Nows Room3 
; 3 p.m to 9 p.m. on Sundays. Several councillors offer 

themselves assist as attendants to obviate Sunday labor.

is 3
¡W

Civil marriages, performed 
increase in Scotland.

before the sheriff, »r® on tb®

]lowi°2 
h«f 
tb®

The Rev. II. R. Haweis is the authority for tho f° 
story. The other day, at a fire, there was a ca*i W1 ui 
kittens in one of the rooms. When tho fire broke jgng, 
cat rushed out of tho room, but, remembering her ‘ 
she ran back, fetched one out and put 
back for another, and got it out safely.

leiing -  , ye
it down, ea“hdaU8tei

Dacx ror anotner, ana got it out »meiy. Almost e* n0vef 
and very much burnt, she returned for the third,
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came bock, Khe was burnt to death. “  The ruling passion 
strong in death.” The cat’s instinct induced conduct which, 
in the case of man, wo should extol as the highest heroism.

Dr. Knut Wicksell, one of tho conductors of FrilanJcaren, 
and a representative of Swedish Freethinkers at the Paris 
International Congress, has received from the French Academy 
an honorium of 500 francs for the publication of a scientific 
treatise, “  Sur la Population.”

The Expositor has a brief memoir of ProL Abraham 
Huenen by Canon Cheyne. It is noticeable that the English 
Professor praises for his sobriety and moderation the Dutch 
biblical critic, who put the bulk of the Bible over five hun­
dred years later than the time assigned by the orthodox.

The Westminster Review contains a trenchant criticism on 
Mr. W. T. Stead’s spook stories, under the 'title of “  Tne 
Logic of a Ghost’s Advocate ” It is contributed by Mr. D. G. 
Bitchie, author of Darwinism and Politics.

enfeC*̂ a,> ^ ou9 ^  (° f  Toronto), so far from declining, has 
rged to sixteen pages, and its new year number (com- 

m- Cln8 V°D si.) appears with a new and improved title-page. 
1 1 . congratulate Mr. J. Spencer Ellis on his efforts to sustain 
UlS creditable organ.

cetrt^60 the Italian troops took possession of Rome the per- 
i s T  illiteracy ' n ’-be Papal city was 90 percent. Now 

craft ^  j  y ^5 . Education is gradually undermining priest-

Ioeer°^ii'C0 mus*1 be made between the Agnosticism of Robert 
e(erna° i  an<̂ 4be Theism that enforces tho doctrine of the 
°f ^  damnation of human souls, or with the Christianity 
‘ ‘ Jean .Toari°us atonement, with the revivalists’ cry of 
ch00g-9 dl0d Pa^  ^  a^’ ”  tho wor^  will not he long in 

ln&— Unity. t

on Fe^aSootrieê n8 WD1 be held in the largest hall in Chicago 
of the tv ^°r Purpose of protesting against the closing 
arranped ^  '̂u*r on Sun<f®yg- The meeting is being 
Union *°r under the auspices of tho American Secular

8 "  contrives to pitchfork a littlo blasphemy into 
notes in the Cheltenham Mercury. Wo seem toh!a stray

reeonni1 iV” " 8 ln tn° Vtieuennam a 
® 80 the flavor of tho brimstone.

Branch held its half-yearly general 
There was a very favorable report and 

It was decided to hold a New Year’s

LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION.
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S°°d thing, 
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A nnual R eport.
T he past year (1891) opened well for tho Federation. Its 
third annual dinner at the Bridge House Hotel was a distinct 
success. A large company of ladies and gentlemen assisted 
at the function, and the subscription forms were filled in to a 
very gratifying amount.

A t the end of January, however, the death of Charles 
Bradlaugh, the great leader of English Freethought, fell like 
an eclipse upon the work as well as the spirits of his party. 
Recovery from such a calamity was necessarily a work of 
time, and months elapsed before it was possible to proceed 
with the old energy and resolution.
‘ That lamentable loss entailed another difficulty. The 
raising of large sums of money for special purposes diminished 
the ordinary income of Secular organisations, and the Federa­
tion has shared in this common disadvantage. Not wishing, 
however, to postpone its work, the Federation went on with it 
unhesitatingly. The result is an expenditure beyond income 
in the balance sheet, and a deficit which wiil doubtless be 
covered by increased income during 18H2. To remove this 
deficit as soon as possible, the friends of the Federation are 
earnestly requested to contribute generously to its funds at 
the outset of the New Year.

Six Courses of Free Lectures have been organised by the 
Federation in various parts of London. Some were very 
successful, and all were encouraging. The twenty-four 
lectures were delivered by the following : G. W. Foote, 8 ; 
G. Standring, 4 ; A. B Moss, 2 ; C J. Hunt, 2 ; Touzeau 
Parris, 2 ; Stanley Jones, 2 ; J. M. Robertson, 1 ; Thornton 
Smith, 1 ; R. Forder, 1 ; H. Snell, 1. All tho lecturers gave 
their services gratuitously, without taking so much as their 
railway fare.

During the summer the Open-air Lectures were carried on 
most efficiently. Thanks to a grant of £20 from the N. S. 8. 
Executive, the poorer stations were financially sustained. 
Several were visited by tho • President, and the collections 
taken at his meetings were paid over to the Federation. Miss 
Vance has continued to carry on tho open-air station at the 
Midland Arches in tho Federation’s behalf; and Mr. D. Colville, 
in addition to other kind assistance, presented the Federation 
with a new lecture-stand, which was lent to the fresh station 
at Hammersmith.

Several grants have been made to Branches, in some cases 
affording great relief. During tho year, three new Branches 
(Leyton, Lambeth and North Finchley) have joined, and the 
number of affiliated Branches is now sixteen.

In April, a large and highly successful children's party was 
organised by the Federation at tho Hall of Science. Special 
thanks are duo to tho Committee and other ladies and gentle­
men who toiled to give the little ones a long evening’s enjoy­
ment.

Tho Federation’s Summer Excursion took place in July. It 
was highly successful in point of numbers; tho boat which 
left London Bridge for Hampton being, in fact, uncomfortably 
crowded— a defect which will, if possible, be remedied on any 
future occasion. But it is an illustration of the soul of good 
in things ovil that tho Federation profited to Iho extent of 
£13. Tho excursionists who were close-pressed on tho 12th 
of July may console themselves by reflecting that their 
discomfort paid for many Freethought lectures to the 
benighted Christians of Lmdon,

Three years ago tho Federation raised a special fund and 
ran two candidates at the School Board elections. Nothing 
of tho kind could bo attempted at the recent elections. 
Nevertheless something has been done. Mr. Moss drew up a 
list of “  Questions for Candidates ”  ; Mr. Foote presented for 
distribution 20.000 copies of a tract on "R eligion in Board 
Schools,”  written by himself and Mr. Wheeler; and the 
Federation vigorously supported the candidature of Mr. 
Robert Forder in Finsbury. Mr. Forder was uearly elected, 
and his polling, in comparison with that of another Secular 
candidate in 1888, was extremely encouraging

During 1891, ns in previous years, the Federation has 
printed at its own expense a common Lecture List for all the 
ufllliated Branches. This assistance must be continued; and 
as some of the Branches are very poor, and some only carry

o' ’ —.....» on open-air work in tho summer, it lies with the wealthier
Smallman (Manchester), £ 5  ; B. E. [ individual Freethinkers of London to provide for the necessary

The Westminster 
®eting on Sunday, 
good balance-sheet, 

octal gathering. ____

6 ' ‘ The Freethinker, we are glad to observe, has beenenlarged 
ag«o , and it bespeaks the growing sympathy for 1 re 

> U£ht in Christian England. The scale o foreign
th ’ m 8 ^een reduced, and wo hope to see t to c.r<. • „ __
n , FrMhinker doubled in India, where ltw  badly wanted.

a °utta Cosmopolitan.

of
of

view.
view.

been commented upon 
Here is a statement. 
“  8. 8 .”  writes : “  Ito a ♦ -l •the p re . .ailor in consequence of seoing his advertisement in 

find I l /  ltn^er- I have taken the trouble to refer back, and 
°U8totners^a'^ k 'm besides recommending him other

s- Now then, advertisers, hurry up, and don’t lose

ope our friends will continue to bombard the news- 
onOA /  Those who have not begun to do so shou > ,l
thin °. ^ ° us a little service in this direction. 1 10 Cr‘ ,l 
\Vb8 W t? Ret the Freethinker fairly before the public, 

erever it is put on sale it finds customers.

p. NATIONAL secular society.
£ 1Y ? Ati°N8 and Collections— Belfast Branch, donation 
g o®. collection 18s. lOd. ; Liverpool Branch, 10s. fid. ; 

’ (SheerneRo.nn a - - '  c - B. E. Marks, 5s.v ôeernoss-on-Sea). 5s- ; _ , ------
Benevolent F und.—F. Sma > . /g heerness-on-8ea)

(Sheerness-on-Sea), l ” 8- !  £ . D------u *-
t̂ 8- ! Nottingham 1 n~Ho.i

0arks (8h.
^ eckrn^na*'” ^kam Branch, 10s. ; Spennymoor Branch, 5s. ; 
^ ‘ tcheli dWlke Branr>1’ a- * ur m /r .«_^ _\  o . . t’he Branch, 3s. ; VV. 

W. F. Dale, 7d.
T. Leekey (London), 2s. ; J. 

Stanley Jonep, sec.

expenses.
Mr. E. Pownceby continues to act as secretary with zeal 

and ability ; and the Federation is indebted to the treasurer, 
Mr. R. O. Smith, for faithful service and acts of kindness.
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From the beginning the work of the Federation has been 
characterised by the utmost harmony. Its officers and its 
Council are ready to carry on a more active propaganda of 
Freethought than ever in 1892. All they require is the 
financial support of those who are too immersed in business 
to share the work, but who should contribute, in the way 
that is open to them, to the success of “  the good old cause.”  

On behalf of the Council,
G. W. FOOTE, President.

THUS SAITH THE LORD.

I’m a God that stands no nonsense !
Saith the Lord.

Ev’ry rival’s competition 
Will but land him in perdition— 
See my book, the first edition, 

Saith the Lord.

LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION.

A new departure was made in holding the fourth annual 
dinner of the London Secular Federation at the Hall of 
Science on Thursday, Jan. 7. There was a large attendance. 
With the exception that the dinner took an extra long time—  
possibly from the abundance of courses— we think all were 
satisfied. The President, Mr. Foote, in his address appealed 
to the generosity of the richer members of the party to 
support the work of the Federation. Mr. A . B. Moss 
responded to the toast of “  The London Secular Federation,”  
and Mr. J. M. Wheeler for the Writers and Mr. C. Watts for 
the Speakers of the party. Miss Vance made a neat speech 
for “  The Ladies,”  humorously proposed by Mr. Standring, 
and Mr. Foote eloquently responded to the toast of “  The 
National Secular Society,”  proposed by Mr. Touzeau Parris, 
who spoke hopefully of the prospects of the society and the 
unity of Freethinkers, urging all to support the President. 
An excellent entertainment was contributed to by Mdme. 
Saunders. Mdme. Burgwitz, Miss Annie Williams, Mr. A. 
Guest, Mr. 0. Richmond, Mr. H. Walters, and Mr. G. Beres- 
ford. Messrs. Holyoake and Forder were unavoidably absent.

J. M. W.

THE SHELLEY CENTENARY.
It has now been definitely decided by a joint Committee of 
the Shelley Society and the Independent Theatre Society to 
give a private performance of “ The Cenci,”  in May, 1892.

Every subscriber of one guinea will become, for the year, a 
member of the Shelley Society, and will thereby be entitled 
to receive two tickets for reserved seats at the “ Cenci”  per­
formance (with such additional tickets as circumstances may 
permit), and a copy of the Society's publications for 1892.

All those who wish to secure the privileges of membership 
are requested to send in their subscriptions to me not later 
than Feb. 7. Any further sum which may be offered, so as 
to augment the Guarantee Fund in case of need, will be 
welcomed. (Signed) T. J. W ise.

Hon. Sec. of Shelley Society.
52 Ashley-road, Crouch Hill, London, N.

OBITUARY.
Sir George Biddell Airy, the seventh Astronomer Royal, 

who died on Jan. 2 at the advanced age of over 90 years, 
was a confirmed though cautious Freethinker. In his Notes 
on the Earlier Hebrew Scriptures (1876) ho attacked the 
foundations of Bibliolatry. Educated at Cambridge, he dis­
tinguished himself at an early age by nis love for mathe­
matics, being Senior Wrangler in 1823 and Astronomer Royal 
from 1836 to 1881, and President of the Royal Society from 
1871 to 1873. He wrote much, chiefly upon astronomical 
subjects.

Died Jan. 3, Wilhelm Fredrich Voss, aged 60. Of German 
birth, he resided long in England, where his excellent work­
manship assured him good positions, until reduced by long 
years of painful illness. A Democrat and Freethinker by 
conviction, he passed away quietly and without misgiving. 
The funeral took place on Saturday, Jan. 9, at Finchley 
Cemetery, where Mr. J. M. Wheeler read a brief Secular 
Burial Service.

Modern Thought, of Bombay, records the death of Mr. 
Edward Rehatsek, a distinguished scholar and writer of that 
city. It says Mr. Eehateek was a Freethinker, and required 
none o f the consolations of Christianity on his death-bed. 
He hag left his fortune to the giving of prizes to poor boys 
studying in the primary schools of Bombay, irrespective of 
their caste or creed.

The whole system of sacrifices in the Old Testament is 
calculated to harden the heart. The butchery of oxen and 
lambs, the killing of doves, the perpetual destruction of life, 
the cCntlnu&l shedding of blood—'these things, if they have 
eny tendency, tend only to harden the heart of childhood.— 
P.olt+t G. IngertoW,

Look at Satan and his angels,
Saith the L ord ;

When I heard the rebels boasting 
That to me they’d give a toasting,
I, at once— well, now they’re roasting, 

Saith the Lord.

Look at Adam in the garden,
Saith the L ord ;

When the pippin he did grapple 
I induced the blooming apple 
To take lodgings in his thrapple 

Saith the Lord.

In advance, his race I blasted,
Saith the Lord ;

Cursed them all with curse prodigious, 
Made them cruel and litigious,
And inclined to be religious ;

Saith the Lord.

As regards the meddling tempter,
Saith the Lord;

For abetting Adam’s “  falling,”
With a curse I knocked him sprawling, 
Lopped his legs, and sent him crawling, 

Saith the Lord.

Look at Noah’s saucy neighbors 
Saith the L ord ;

Ev’ry parent, son and daughter,
With their flocks, I drowned in water—  
’Twas a change from fire and slaughter, 

Saith the Lord.

Mrs. Chloride Lot of Sodium,
Saith the Lord ;

To the city turned to view i t ;
On the spot I made her rue it—
There she stands a sort of cruet,

Saith the Lord.

Look at Pharaoh’s plaguy story,
Saith the Lord ;

Why repeat it ?— it not new is ;
All do know— the tale quite truo is— 
How I finished him at 8uez,

Saith the Lord.

Look at all those brats at Bethel,
Saith the L ord ;

Old Elisha’s hair was thinner 
Than approved each budding sinner—  
Both the bears approved the dinner, 

Saith the Lord.

Look at Christ, the mad blasphemer, 
Saith the L ord ;

All my laws seemed merely fiction, 
Judged by all his deeds and diction ; 
Hence his death by crucifixion,

Saith the Lord.

I ’m a God that cares for no one !
Saith the Lord ; 

Since I finished off creation,
I ’ve gone in for recreation, 
Bloody wars and desolation,

Fire and sword.

Ev'ry deed that terror raises,
Pain and woe in all their phases,
Winding up with hell and blazes!

Saith the Lord.
Sound his fam e!

Writhing wretches! sing his praises! 1 
Praite bis nams 11

G. L. M*«*
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B O O K  C H A T .

Two years or so before his death Charles Bradlaugh 
A revising his Impeachment o f  the House o f  Brunswick. 
About sixty pages were completed, and the task was then 
set aside for more pressing obligations. The revised portion 
an(* the unrevised remainder are now published in a neat 
two-shilling volume, with a brief preface by Mrs. Bonner. 
An index, prepared by Mary Reed, enhances the value of 
^nat is, politically, the most characteristic of Charles 
«radlaugh’s writings.

* * •
Swan Sonnenschein and Co. have just issued a second 

edition, containing several new articles, o f Religious Systems 
the World. It ia now a large octavo book of more than 

eignt hundred pages, and such a storehouse o f information 
^nd criticism as it would be difficult, if not impossible, to 

atch. Some of the articles, those on Protestant sects, for 
art ‘ l*00’ are rat^er pitchforked under the title ; the other 
w' /k however, an(l  they are the great majority, deal 
nor a *̂ le ^ ie f  ancient and modern religions. W e are 
e , 8urPriaed, therefore, that the first edition was so soon 
not&U n6d ; an4 we shall be surprised if a third edition is 

called for in the course of a year or two.

Certainly this book is extremely Catholic. Catholics, 
not •e3tants' Positivists, and Atheists all sit down together, 
and p >k0 kingdom of God, but in Messrs. Sonnenschein 
two a- P h ish in g  office. Mr. J . M. Robertson contributes 
Rel‘ art'c*es— one on Mithraism, and the other on the 
Tho^10D3 Ancient Am erica; Mrs. Besant writes on 

’ an(I Mr. G. W . Foote expounds the Gospel of

people who cultivated the earth and built houses would 
increase in numbers much faster by their greater production 
of food, they would readily conquer or destroy the people 
who were sustained by pasturage, which was typified by 
Cain slaying Abel.”

# # *
Mr. H. Halliday Sparling, the son-in-law of William

Morris, has been engaged in compiling a selection from the 
writings of good old Robert Owen, to form part o f the 
half-a-crown Social Science Series published by Swan Son­
nenschein and Co. This series has been very successful, the 
early volumes, such as Dr. Schaflle’s Quintessence o f  Socialism, 
Edward Carpenter’s England's Ideal, and D. G. Ritchie’ s 
Darwinism and Politics, still selling almost as well as ever.

• * *
Mr. Henry George’s open letter to the Pope with

reference to his last Encyclical is published as a half-crown 
volume by Sonnenschein under the title of The Condition of 
Labor. It is written with ability and lucidity, though it 
contains nothing new to those who have read Mr. G eorge’s 
Progress and Poverty. W e  commend it to all who desire 
an admirable statement o f the positions of the Single Tax 
party. Freethinkers, however, will do well to skip the 
early pages, where Mr. George talks with wearisome 
iteration of the “ Creator’s intentions.”  Poor God seems 
to have been misunderstood till Mr. George undertook to 
explain him. W e hope the Almighty is duly sensible of 
the honor.

• * *
A new volume of the shilling Camelot Series (W alter 

Scott) is Douglas Jerrold’s Handbook o f  Swindling, and 
Other Papers. Readers with a taste for satire and irony 
will find it capital reading. The Handbook is a gem.

article is just a little out of its proper place, 
the w 0J aSt kUt one> ar)J should have come list. All 
nation  ̂8 re*‘ fD°ns have been spinning cobwebs of imagi- 
t° our’n D<̂  Secularism which sets them all aside, and looks 
doge u n?W,ed^  of this life as our sole guide in it, should 

P the procession. “  Before me many, after me none.”
In * * •

*108pitahi 80086 t*10 volume will advance Freetliought, as the
^antbe 6 entfc5rtainment o f the gods o f the empire in the 
iudicio°n at ^ ° me brought them all into discredit. The 
truth of8 leader will notice the serene claims to infallible 
su8pect f 0080 r‘va* religious systems, and he will begin to 
b°rgiani hen) a 11* According to the exponent of Sweden- 
spiritu^8.®’ "  t*10 New Church is not a philosophical and 
n°thin» »!n^FPretation of man and his surroundings, it is 
But the i r8' ^ 0aant makes the same claim for Theosophy. 
ne>ther reader caQnot take both, and he will probably take

Mr Tr * * •
Gritve viraphr0y  W ard’s new novel, The History o f  Davi
York n ' V* * k0 Publi8hed simultaneously in London and Noi 
it dpftiu0Xt- y e0k- It is understood that, like Robert Khmer 

3 With theological opinions.

“  • * * * death-bed, and hiCarlyle’s niece, who nursed him on » d  upon a
husband (who is also her cousin) "design0^ t0 >
baling ; ilh their uncle’s life w h i c h ^ d e s g ^  Fr0ufi 
the impressions created by  the 
waited hia papers.

:  Wilhelm Strecker has written, and '^ ax ̂ ^ d ° T F « / t Pund 
ha« just published, an important work The W orld

Menschheit vom Standpunkt des Matern •. .
aod Mankind from the Standpoint °  preface,
ihe veteran Dr. Ludwig Buchner supphoaa P

hi !nSt year waB the four hundredth anniw cele^rate(j  it
W th of St. Ignatius Loyola, and the •>« Genelli, which 

y the publication of a Biography by  1 j^0y jick, and
3 00w translated into English by the • ' q  translator 

Polished in New York. A s both author ^
ara « *ocietate Jem, w e suppose it may
authoritative.

Old n * • •
^rw in  •r' Lrasniu3 Darwin, the grandfather of Charles 
out an p*n , 0̂ 0°tes to his Botanic Garden (1790), throws 
gt8ts «  a vTlnat‘on ° * 1,10 Cain and Abel legend. He sug- 

t h r i„wa!,rthe name of an hieroglyphic figure repre- 
^ W l v T * 80 of pasturage, and Cain tlie name of another 
^hich ti llC 8ymhol representing the age of agi¡culture, at 

m°  O*0 nsea o f iron was discovered. And as the

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .
STATEMENT BY MR. ARTHUR HUNT.

TO TH E  EDITOR OF “ TH E  FR EE TH IN K E R.”
Df.ar Sir,— As inquiries are being made regarding me, I 
will, if you will allow me, endeavor to remove the burden of 
replying to them from other people’s shoulders, and answer 
them once for all myself. Upwards of four years ago t 
resigned my position as diplomaed lecturer of the N. S. S. 
for private reasons, which I then laid before the President. 
Since then I havo taken no part in secular work. A few 
weeks ago, having certain literary matter in hand, I  wrote to 
a fow gentlemen asking whether they would place their plat­
forms at my disposal. I put into tho hands of the secretaries 
of the Nottingham and Camberwell Branches statements 
explaining the cause of my resignation, after which both 
Branches offered me engagements, which I accepted.

Since doing so I notice that some people are seeking for 
further information. As I cannot reply personally to every­
body, I wish to say that I adhere to tho statements I have 
already made, and do not desire to add anything to them 
excepting proofs if necessary.

I have cancelled my engagements, which I made perhaps 
too hastily. In conclusion, I wish to say that if I lecture 
again my lectures will be of a literary nature, even if I select 
religious subjects ; and I do not wish it to be understood 
that, upon those subjects, I shall lecture as the advocate of 
any sect or body.— Yours truly, Annum  Hunt.

21 Notintone-place, Nottingham, Jan. 5, 1892.

FREETnOUQUT IN THE SERVICE?.
TO TIIK EDITOR OE THE “  FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— For two or three weeks an idea, formed by conversa­
tion with several army men, has been in my mind ; and that 
idea took a more practical shape at the L.8.F. dinner from a 
similar cause.

In the army, navy and Royal Marines are many Free­
thinkers ; but for obvious reasons they are out of touch with 
each other. An "A th eist”  can have no place as such in the 
united service ; nor can Secularists, with few exceptions, dare 
to show thomselves. All depends upon the bearing of the 
superior officers, whether commissioned or non-commissioned. 
A man who runs amuck of his superiors, from corporal up­
wards, can havo most uncomfortable experiences without his 
superiors going a single inch beyond the rules o f the service. 
The result is, as a soldier said to me last night at the dinner, 
and another in the North since Christmas, Freethought has 
to be a sub rosa matter, and it is not advisable to have regi­
mental Branches. Added to this is the necessarily migratory 
life of the soldier himself through the drafting system.
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My idea is to form Army and Navy Sections, worked by 
retired men of each branch of the service, who wou’d keep them­
selves well posted in the movements of regiments and ships, 
and who would be the centre for communications to and from 
members of the N. S. S., so that introductions and recom 
mendations could be given and Freethinkers find congenial 
society without having to pump their comrades. A  civilian 
could scarcely do this.

During my nineteen years’ volunteer service I have seen 
considerable of barrack life and know many sergeants and 
others in the army ; but I have no naval experience beyond 
the Eoyal Marines, It would not be difficult to find the sug­
gested intermediary and to organise Freethought in the 
services. All I propose now, however, i3 that army and navy 
men should correspond with me at once and make their 
suggestions, so that I may be in a position to propound a 
definite and practical scheme to the Annual Conference at 
Whitsun. Yours fraternally,

Saji Standbing,
Col.-Sergt. 9th Vol. Batt. K.R.R.

2 Morton-street, C-on-M, Manchester.

P R O F A N E  JOKES,

Derby—41 Copeland-street, Traffic-street: 7, important business 
meeting.

Glasgow—Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswiek-street: Miss A'l» 
Campbell, 11.30, “  The March of the Gods” ; 2.30,, “ Heredity ” >
6.30, “  Why 1 am Not a Theosophist—a Reply to Mrs. Besant.” 

Liverpool — Camden Hall, Camden-street: i f ,  The President,
“ Principles of Secularism” ; 3, philosophy class, “ Seeing and 
Thinking” ; 7, Mr. Doeg, “ The Humor of TheoJpgy.”

Manchester N. 8. 8., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : Sam Standring, 3, “ Jonah and his W hale”  (free);
6.30, “  St. Paul at Ephesus”  (3d. and 6d.).

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 3) important
business meeting. Mr G. W. Foote will be present.

Newcastle Sunday Lecture Society, Tyne Theatre: 7, G. "  • 
Foote, “ Law and Liberty : their Claims and Conflicts.” 

Nottingham—Secular Hall, Beck-street; 7, W. Charleswortn, 
“  The Fear of God.”

Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea;
2.45, reading circle; 7, a meeting.

Sheffield -Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: 3, members  ̂
quarterly meeting; 5, tea; 7, miscellaneous readings and recitals

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
\V_JanAU17 Hm3’ f «  ? ivercourt->'oad, Hammersmith, London, • . 1 , H ill o f Science; 20, Autonomic Club; 24, Leicester»

AitTHua B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S-h’ 
—Jam 17, 24, Deptford; 31, Camberwell. Feb. 7, Southampton' 
14, Manchester; 21, Reading; 28, Deptford. March 6, 13, 20, *<» 
Deptford.

W illie: “ I wish I’d been Adam,”  Nurse: “ W hy?” 
Willie : “  He never had to be a baby and have a big, strapping 
woman like you to wash his face.”

Brown : “  It is said that heaven never made two men 
alike.”  Mrs. Brown : “  Of course not, or you would never 
hear of a woman getting married twice.”

When the sermon is extremely long,
The tired and wicked sinner 

Has but a single thought— to wit,
“  Shall I be late for dinner ?”

And this is the old fogie who snoozed in church, and 
when the plate came round murmured, “  Scotch hot, waiter, 
and gin and bitters for the lady.”

“ Poor woman! have you no husband to help you to earn 
a living?” “ I have a husband so-called, but he is deeply 
engaged in something else.”  “  Of what nature?”  “ Trust­
ing in Providence.”

SUNDAY MEETINGS.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach u* by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card.1 
LONDON.

Ball’s Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green.road : 7, H. Snell, 
“  Has the Religion of Christ been of Service to the World ?”

Battersea secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station;: 7.45, 
C. J. Hunt, “ Materialism and Spiritism.”  Wednesday, at 8, 
dramatic class.

Bethnal Gre n —• Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman.ro,id : 
7, musical entertainment; 7.30, C. Cohen, “ The Antiquity of 
Man.”

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, H.E.: 11.30, debating class, 
Mr. Love, “  Worn in and the ILble” ; 4, eeneral meeting; 6, tea; 
7, entertainment Call members of N. 8. 8., 6d.; public, 9<l.).

Deptford—Lecture Hail, High-stre t.: 7.30, A B. o-s, “ The 
Life and Philosophy of John Stuarr, M ill” ; music and recitals.

Finsbury Park—Rock-street, Hal), 1 Rock-stre t, Blackstock- 
road: 11.30, J. Rowney, “ The Resurrection” ; 7, Mrs. samson 
will lecture. Thursday, at 8, C. Cohen, “ T, e Evolution of the 
Devil.”  Admission free. Saturday, at 8, free social concert.

Hall it Science, 142 Old-street, K.O.: 11.15, Touzeau Parris, 
“  What is Proper,y ? ”  (free); 6.45, music; 7.15, Touze tu Parris, 
“ Incarnation Stories” (3d., 6d., and Is.). Thursday, at 8, R v. 
Fleming Williams, “ The Relation of Chri>tianity to the Work­
ing Classes.”

Lambeth—New Nelson Hall, 24 Lower Marsh: 7.30, Victor 
Roger, “  The Population Question.”

Milton Hall, Hawley-crescent, Kentish Town-road, N .W .: 7, 
orchestral band; 7.30, Charles Watts, “ Secularism: its Relation 
to Life and Death.”

Totten am—Lecture Hall (corner of Seven Sisters’ -road): 3.30, 
Lucretius Keen, “  i'be Or.gin of Man,”

West : I ami— Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow : 7, \y, [j. 
Smith, “  Tue Stone Age in Britain.”  Thursday, at 8, open debate.

We-t Loudon— CUrendon Ootfee Palace, Clarendon-road (close 
to Laflmer-road Stati n ): Friday, at 8.30, adjourned general 
meeting.

Westminster—Liberal and Radical Club, Chapter-street: 7, 
P. R. Pratt (Fabian;, “  Socialism, the True Remedy for Poverty.” 

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, C. J. Hunt, “ God, where art 

Thou i"
COUNTRY.

Birmingham—Baikerville Hall, Orescent, Cambridre-street: 
11, Paper by S. G. Middleton, “ Charles Brad laugh: 1880-1890’’ - 
7, miscellaneous concert

Chatham Secular Society: 6.30, W. Ileaford, “ Bruno: Free- 
thought i.ero and Martyr.”

Cheltenham—29 St. George's-place (late Juvenile Oddfellows’ 
Hall) : 7, a meeting.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London,
Jan. 17, morning and evening, Battersea; 24,Lambeth ; 31, 
ing and evening, Finsbury Park. Feb. 7, Lambeth; 21, ” e 
minster. Maich 6, Suuthainpton; 20, Westminster.________

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—Jan. 17, Ball’s Pond ; 
evening, Camberwell; 31, evening, Lambeth. Feb 7, eve^13t! 
Wes minster; 21, evenin Camberwell. March 6, evening, VV 
minster; 20, evening, Camberwell. April 3, Southampton.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road,^ E- f  
Jan. 17, Libra Hall; 21, Finsbury Park; 24, Libra Hall. FeK ’ 
Battersea; 21 and 28, Libra Hall. March 6 and 13, Libra B ' 
April 3, afternoon, Victoria Park; 10, morning, Bethnal Gre > 
afternoon, Victoria Park; 17, morning, Mile End Waste; 24,at 
noon, Vicioria Park. f _______ —

S tanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C; : J a n - . 
Ball’s Pond. Feb. 7, Enterprise Hall, Stratford ; 14, East L e n d ’ 
21, Portsmouth; 28, Lambeth. March 6, morning, Batter 
May 1, morning, Clerkenwell Green.

Cheapen tha n  Even.
TWO FULL SUIT LENOTHS (1 Tweed and 1 Worsted 

for £ ] .  ______  ■
I cannot send patterns, but will pay carriage both ways 

return 10 per cent, in addition to the price paid if the good® 
not give satisfaction.

J . W . G O  T  T ,
__36 VILLIEHS STREET, BRADFORD:_-

lilGERSOLL, ROBERT G.
Some Mistakes o f Moses. The only completò edition 

in England. Accurate an Colcnso, and fascinating 
uh a novel. 132pp.

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 
Defence o f  Freethought. A fivo hours’ speech at tho 

Trial of Of B. Reynolds for Blasphemy ...
Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J,M. W hoeler  
Rome or Reason? A Roply to Cardinal Manning 
Crimes against Criminals 
Oration on W alt Whitman 
Love the Redeemer
W hy am I  an A gnostic? Parts I. and II., each 
Faith and Fact. Reply to Rov. Dr. Field ...
God and Man. Second Reply to Dr. Field ...
The Dying Creed...
The Limits o f Toleration. A  Discussion with the 

Hon. F. D. Ooudcrt and Gov. S. L, Woodford 
A rt and M orality 
Do I  Blaspheme?
The Clergy and Common Senso ...
Social Salvation ...
M arriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s Viow 
The Great Mistake 
Live Topics
Myth and Miracle ... ...
Real Blasphemy ...
Repairing the Idol?
Christ and Miracles 
Creeds and Spirituality ...
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F R E S H  PR O SPE C TU S.

N A T IO N A L  S E C U L A R  H A LL S O C IE T Y
(LIMITED).

(Incorporated under 39 and 40 Vic., cap. 45, Act 1876.) 

Chairman :
W. F o o t e , 14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.C.

~ Directors :
EORo b  A n d e r s o n , 35a  Great George-street, "West- 

w  minster, S.W.
G t t ?PEK’ 112 Canonbury-road, N.

• Hoeyoake, Eastern Lodge, Brighton. 
t> n ' REYNOLDS, Camplin House, New Cross, S.E.
T v>' o ' ITH’ 81 Ridge-road, Hornsey, N.L P. Smitti 97r. n u t __ .1 \? nn Sm it h , 275 City-road, E.C. 

• bTAMDRiNG, 7 and 9 FiiFinsbury-street, E.C.
Hon. S ecretary:

R* Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
rr. Registered Office:

ALL OF SCIENCE, 142 Old-street, London, E.C.

most ext acc°rding to itB Rules, has full powers for the 
for the erns/-ve °Porations that may be possible in the future 
#nd it, +k cl 10n and maintenance of Secular Halls in London 

One of ,Prov' n.ces-
e%ible a 116 ®oc*ety’8 rules secures that no member shall bo 
Seo^ S 8oeai e t r t0r unless ho is a member of the National

X]j0 I mmediate Object .
E.C., andnha86 of th° IIa11 of Science> 142 Old-street, London, 
Rail ana i 10 .conversion of the same into a first-class Secular 

The 1 lnall!-uto-
^230 Dfil.ea80 ’ 8 l° r eighty-six years, and the ground rent 

The froannum‘
^2,5oo, wj'tl par  ̂ ^10 Pmiuises must be re-built, at a cost of 
P°8sibio ain *en years. It is proposed to do this as soon as 

■̂'he *
held l,7oo ^ a^ at R*° rear WR1 8Ca* L00° people, and has

library^tu*’ Pr°mi6es are useful in their presont state for 
tn Tie grot,118!1' 1?01118’ Club, and small public meetings.
¿bis could t P ot of tbo front premises is 30 foet by 54 feet, 
three or fou 0 “oyered in re-building with a fino Institute of 
r ^ ‘e situat-8 •°y8’ in a(iditi°n to a commodious basement. 
Eondou wi !°n lH central and easy of access from all parts of 
..The p’ripfA0 i 10 neighborhood is rapidly improving, 
j 0 leaso tli ° >0 Pa.*d ^ o  vendor is £3,000. This includes 
TRiture! ° Preuiisos as thoy stand, the fixtures, and the

Generai, Object ,

^hef i>700 on on-80 ,u.0Iiey is payablo as follows :—£300 deposit; 
, fu'l at the 581°n ^Midsummer 1892 ; £1,000 to bo payable 
a°rtgag0 r discretion of the Directors, or to remain on 
j  'nuin. j r  years, and bo payablo at the rato of £200 per 
impend 01( ti. c?  . 8 ititorest on tho mortgage money will 
(1; 0jC8t if tlw.r .emty’s success. IIo agrees to rcccivo no 
, v>dond of o„n0 18 110 dividend; ono por cent, if there is a 
®elarati0n> ?.,P?r cent-; and so on according to tho yearly 

th r?Qtee of *1 118 arral'gement tho Directors regard as a 
it Win h 10 Xc,1dor’s faith in tbo ontorprise, and a security 

v PresentTi,0 \r° advantage of his ability and experience. 
g®ar for tho i ° National Secular Society is paying £250 per 
thoniaS> and on°m?f tb,° ,arS° IIa11 on Sunday morning and 

l ,ninorR»ii ■‘■nursday ovoning, with cortaiu other usos of
an inJ a!ld Committee-room.

efs • °f Soierw>«Vv®ai!?n fbo past ten years’ working of tho 
ho °lBnt “ lanaL-n 16 e lectors  fool confident that, with careful, 
do 1t°a' i«ed. ,v,?'.nont, a nott income of £000 por annum would 
tne acti"g the r„ 8. W0V,d ,eavo a g°°d  balance of profit after *>on^ b 1110 tout and five per cent, interest on the purchase

Bo.as s°on a s l l l l  pi0.Ini8es are rebuilt, which it is proposed to
hô vrate ehtraiiGB t°P\ta iCat? be ra,B0ll> fbere will bo an entirely .V astly  .“ 'mace to the hall. tl„. <U„|...... 1 i .................... •(,y miproy,

1 realised

h a  ,  ”  ^ n t r a n n a  j 1 , * w l B Ü U j  L i u t i  U w i l l  DO

cOuMSi ly ^ ‘ ProverTn U ‘j 11’ tlltì Ulub u,.‘d •'istituto rooms will 
d be real;-..! ’ ttlld of eourso a considerably laiger income

— NEW EDITION—

age of reason
N6w fh-* BY THOMAS I>AINE-

Q'tion. With Preface by G. W. Foote.

Com plett^ORE S H IL L IN G

FrttETHÖÜÖH F PUBÜÖAT
-til Orders to be sent, with remittance to R. Eoäüek, S3 Stoncc'tier 
Street, London, E.O. Rite of postcoje—Orders under 3d., one halfpenny ; 

orders under 6d., one penny. Orders over 6d post free.

AVELING, DR. E. B.
Darwin Made Easy. Cloth ... . . _

Dr. Avelingis a Fellow of tho London University, 
and this is the best popular exposition of Darwinism 
extant.

BACON, LORD
Pagan Mythology; or, the Wisdom of the Anoients

BENTHAM, JEREMY
The Chnroh o f England Catechism Examined. A 

trenchant analysis, in Bontham’s best manner, show­
ing how tli3 Oatochism is calculated to make chil­
dren hypocrites or fools, if not worse. Sir Samuel 
Romilly was of opinion that tho work would be 
prosecuted for blasphemy, though it escaped that 
fate iu consequence of the writer’s eminence. With 
a Biographical Preface by J. M. Wheeler ...

Utilitarianism ...
COLLINS, ANTHONY

Free W ill and Necessity. A Philosophical Inquiry 
concerning Human Liberty. First published in 
1715. Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations 
by G. W. Foote, and a Biographical Introduction 
by J. M. Wheeler

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth

DIDEROT &  D’HOLBACH
the Code o f Nature

FEUERBACH, LUDWIG
The Essence o f Religion. God «lie Imago of Man, 

Man’s Dependence upon Nature the Last and Ouly 
Source of Religion

G. W. FOOTE & W. P. BALL
Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring 

Christians. Complete, paper covers 
Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 

Sold also in soparato Parts as follows—
1. Bible Contradictions. Tho Contradictions arc printed

iu parallel columns ... ... ... ...
2. Bible Absurdities. All tbo chief Absurdities from

Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and etrikiugly 
arranged, with appropriate headlines, giving tho 
point of oacli absurdity in a sentence

3. Bible Atrocities. Containing all tho godly wicked­
ness from Genesis to Rovulation. Each infamy has 
a separate headline for easy reference . ...

4. Biblo Immoralities, Indecencies, Ob3omitics,
Broken Promises, aud Unfulfilled Prephech A

G.W. Ffl )T£ Sc J. M. WHEELER
The Jewish Life o f Christ. Being the Sepher Tnldnth 

Jeshu,«r Bade of tlio General inn ol .le.ua. With 
an llistorieul Preface ami V’ duniMe U ' N 0 i s 

Superior Edit ion, on superfine paper, bound in cloth
Crimes o f Christianity. V<d. I., chub gdi, 210pp. 

Hundreds of cx u;t, References to .Standard Autho­
rities. No pains Bpafod to nr ho if a nqdele, 
tm-t wort by, final, unanswei..b)o 1, e -ran t of 
Christianity ...

HUME, DAVID
The M ortality o f tho Soul. With an Introduction by 

G. W. Foote. This essay was first published after 
Hume's death. It is not included in tho ordinary 
editions of tho Essai/s. Prof. Huxley calls it “ A 
remarkable essay ” d ‘ ‘ a m-del of clear and 
vigorous Hfatomeut ’*ft

1 0

1 0

I 0 
0 3

tiros and P rofili
Contents  :— The

—Tho One Thing Needful.

v Hi E L f ” . I  M.
Biographic • D-- c ' -r ; o' '• : m . rs -1 Ae

and Nations. Handsomely bound iu cloth 
Letters from Heaven 
Letters from Hell .•> •••

1 0
2 o

0 2

1 0

1 4
2 0

0 4

0 4

0 4 

0 4

0 0 
1 0

2 0

0 2
lit?. An niguni. ntTar.dust Fice .
of Metal (Jaitdiition 0 1
•a n u  • ifiiiiiw C * ¡1 »y \
dlU N, ÓA if iC v  l u
ties N-w edition ... 1 0

■So l v o i li 1' us 'dl-: d r  w ish
•II & Co.)—The D--vd it1 ti nChurch
¡g io ii ill tjie R eoh ' .1 v io  —
the Up]Vu Circe -— - Aojirjssiijfi
ally— A D 'ile Lesso ■■ M 'i achy

7 0 
0 1 
0 I
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THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS,
B Y

A

PRICE TWOPENCE.

Colonel Ingersoll.
SOCIAL STUDY IN A  N EW  VEIN. 

EVERY REFORMER SHOULD READ IT.
PRICE TWOPENCE.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK
A REPLY TO

T H E  G R A N D  O L D  M A N .
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W . E. Gladstone’s “  Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

C O N TE N TS :
Preface—Preliminary View—The Creation Story—The Fall of Man—The Psalms—the Mosaic 

, Legislation—Corroborations of Scripture— Gladstone and Huxley— Modern Scepticism.
Paper Covers, One Shilling.______In Cloth, Eighteenpence. _____ .

THOMAS PAINE’S COMPLETE THEOLOGICAL WORKS
Including “ TH E AGE OF REASON.”

Price 2s. 6d. Handsomely Bound in Cloth. Price 2s. 6d.

ESSAYS IN RATIONALISM.
By Charles Robert Newman

(Atheist Brother of Cardinal Newman).
With Preface by GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE and Biographical Sketch by J. M. WHEELER.

In Cloth Covers, Is. (id.

GEO. STANDRING'S PUBLICATIONS.
'1 he People’s History of the English Aristocracy. By 

Geo Standring. 170 pages, Is.
Court Flunkeys: their “ Work** and Wages. By 

G. 8. Id.
Life of the late 0. Bradlaueh, M.P., with portrait 

and autograph. 1G pp., Id.
Life of Col. Ingersoll, with portrait and autograph 

10 pp., Id.
Interview with Ingersoll. 1G pp., Id.
Voltaire’ s Important Examination of the Holy Scrip­

tures. 4d.
Early Mariiage and Late Parentage. By Oxoniensis. 

24 pp. In wrappir, 2d.
Life and Writings of T. It. Malthas. By Dr. 0. It. 

Drysdale. 1».
Vegetarian Fallacies. By Dr. G. It. Drysdale. 2d. 
The Length of Life of Total Abstainers and Moderate 

Drinkers Coin pared. By Dr. Drysdale. 2nd ed. 2d 
Public Debate on Legal Eight Hours* Question 

between G.*Bernard Shaw and G. W. Foote. 6d. 
P*ine Glorified. By Col Ingersoll. 32pp., Id.

It. Fordkb, 28 Stonecutter Stroot, London, E.C.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
Hiiould be in the hanilB of every Married 
Couple in tire kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according ti 
their means, as it contains full particular; 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. Jl. A. A libutt and others; and 
valuable information on matters of import 
mice necessary to he known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,

( domestic A hygienic dept.)
DALSTON, LONDON,_N.E.__

rilO FREETHINKERS Visiting Bournemouth — 
Board and lodgings, 18s. per week ino'usire. 

Rooms from 8s —Miss Armstrong. 11 Montague-road, 
Boscombo, Bournemouth. Opposite cricket field and 
near pleasure-gardens and pier.

TOE

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VoL. I. For Postal 

Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Freeh Air* Exercise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black­
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds ; 
Chist Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms: Tape Worms; The Itch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. You. II. O f the Author, 

f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on: Ine Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh ; I  he Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
1 ho Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Logs, Turnouts, 
etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. VoL. III. Post f r e e  from  

Author, f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.
It contains articles on: Health and Wealth; No 

More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity for Pure Air, and 
Uow to Get I t ; The Management of Young Children; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Faxting: Perfect 
Foods ; Grwn Foods; Buppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc. 
IIOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fxuit, to Judge 
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath) properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I Livo, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepineis, 
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaceous 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, Winter Cough, Chil­
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

“  Hygienic Medicine. ” —For Postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eye Opener to Drug Takers.

“  R heu m atism .Its Cause and Cure. Post Free 
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
”  Consumption ” —Its Natural Cure. Post Free 7d. 
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Men.” —13 stamps.

All the abov» can be got from 
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 Rpavibh P lace, 

M anchester Sq u are , L ondon, W .
Please mention this paper.]

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE'S FRIEND." ,

decommended in u  Law of Population,” p. W*
”  Wife’s Handbook,”  p. 61. ,

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 C o ­
well Street, Clerkenwell,

dog., post free (reduction in larger QaaTi„Ln'< 
............................................  1,1 6J.'

¿8, _ r P___
For particulars send stamped envelope.
Syringe. with vertical and reverse current. gh 
Is. 6d, and 6s. 8d. Dr. Palfrey s Powder, * * 
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Malt"“ î - 
Vppllances. All prices post free. “  Law of %*irod< 
ion”  and “ Wife’s Handbook,” 7$d. each, P^L^ll 
-W . J. Itendell (J. Pullen, successor), 15 Lj 
street. Clerkenwell, E.C. Near the ”  Angel»_

D A L T O N  I NN,
Morton St., Clifford St., Oxford 

Manchester
(Two minuter’ walk from the Secular Ball)-

D ebates E very M onday EvENiK'j^,,
Musical Evenings every Saturday from

Comfortable Accommodation for Teas.
J. It. WI BLOCK, P ro p r ie ty

Road’

FAMILY LIMIT S
Is. 6d. per dor . post free.

For further PartlcnUr» »end »urnped dlreete 
•nrelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON. LONDON. N.

SAM STANDRING,
SECULAR HALL, RUSHOLME 

All Saints, Manchester,
Jan. 17.— 3. “ Jonah and his Whale.”

6.30. * God’s Tussle with Satan.” 
Jan. ‘24.— 3. “  X.ittle Boy Jesus."

C.30. «  St. Patti at Ephesus,”
New address—2 Morton street, C-on-M, Manchester.

TANTON. the People 8 Dentist, S35 Strand (oppo- 
' site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE. 
. 6d. each, upper or lower set, LI. Best quality. 4s. 

I each, upper or lower, £'2, completed in four hou h 
' whan required, repairing or aberations in two hours, 
i If you pay more than the above they are fancy 
; charges. Teeth on platL.mn 7s. (M. each on )8c. 
i gold 13s, storming 6J., extraction l*., painless by

gas, 6 __________________________
--------hovS$E THOUGHT ON RELIGION AND THE

I BIBLE.—Booki illustrative of the above will be
•nT\ ! charge on application to Miss H. L.
K D ., Greene, 3 Sandon-terrace. Liverpool.______________

/'AUGHT WOMEN To BE PUNISHED for having 
^  too many children ? 3d. post freo. Malthusian 
Catalogues id. Kingfisher. Leeds.

TH E "S E C R E T ” 
C I G A R E T T E  M A C H I *

(DILLIEH’ 8 PATENT). ],
In combination with Pencil, Itulo, am*1 r̂id 

The L atest, the Simplest, the QwcK** j 
the Best Cigarette Maker yet jirodu 

Post free 7 or 13 »t»mpn, from ,
J . T. HILLIElt, Patentee and Novelty M»nu‘

74 COLSTON STHEET. BINSTOUj. _ 
SrF.cur. Term, to Agenta apd Dm.

J .

D K P T F O l t D  LF,  OT T J B E  11 A 
High Strict, DlflWKi1*

On Sunday, January ‘ ‘ ' - c
Mr. ARTHUR B. MOst>

Will Lecture on ,  7n/ii*
“  The L ife and Philosophy of 

Stuart M ill,”  .
Piecederl by Itecltala and Mu®10-

Admission 2d., 4d., and •
W. GOTT, 36 Vlili^^treet,kind, 0(
ford, offers best possible Vf^a0,v,nrut. 
and Dress Materials. Any lengtn

B-iSS'
Cloth an! Dress 1-------------
post fr— Terms, cash with oraflfj---------n e j\ ^ 6ll‘ aid
'DO PtlEETIIlNKERS, Ladles »"<* ,
■*- requiring Superior Cut G a i u & r » " “  ̂
prices. First-class Style and l  CoHtle ^  
II. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great CgJtro#11®® 
Three doers from Regent Street, 
leading Freithinkers ]

1 0 0 0 IN VOICES or Memo Forms, 8 by 6 ins., 
good ruled paper, nicely printed, sent 

carriage paid for 6a 6<i. Cash with order. Business 
Cards Us. per 1006. E. Sunderland, Printer, Ham 
merton.street, Bradford.

^ “ r0___ -„.-Ji.ry
pY C L E .-S p ecla l Offer j * f f a/t̂ 2dt7er: ?»»!

The Coventry Eagle cu»*110." ,^
hill climber; handsomely ? ni‘ ^"ilncher guaranteed ; £11: pneumatic or cli goUih»mP 
extra. T. Mitchell. Blenheim lion»». pi'
LEGGINGS

n -it. Bradford. -----8
Jfnntod and Published by £.0.

28 Stonecutter-Btreet, I.ondo i


