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W H O  K IL L E D  P A R N E L L ?

Man ’s life is a debit and credit account, justice 
strikes the balance, and the l’esult is his true value.
. When the account of Charles Stewart Parnell’s life 
|s made up, there will be a big balance in liis favor, and 
>t will be a colossal monument to his memory.

During the past twelve months he has been judged 
Y  a false standard. Morality in England is still in the 

thou shalt n o t”  stage. It  pays more attention to 
passive than to the active. It values decorum 

[hove positive virtue, and respectability above heroism.
1 The Nonconformist conscience ”  narrows rigliteous- 

n[ss down to a single rule of conduct. Refrain from 
" “dating the sexual conventions, and though you have 
” °t performed an act of benevolence in your whole life, 
>°u are fit, for the kingdom of heaven.

Darnell made one slip, and it was fatal. There was 
a Mrs. O ’Shea, a clever, accomplished, fascinating 

Oman. She was married very young. The match 
' as a conventional one. There seems to have been 

j'Cr|uicscerfce on her side, but no love. Her husband 
h' -and-bye spent his time elsewhere than at home. She 

" us in the position of a neglected woman. True, there 
no positive neglect, such as the law would recognise, 

I u,‘ a woman like Mrs. O ’Shea was not to be “ secured ”  
^  a man who paid her occasional visists as a husband.

° " r if a woman so placed meets with a man she can 
( spect, a man of extraordinary character whom she 
][*'[ [dmire, and the flame of a real love is kindled in 

heart, it will burn up waggon-loads of conventions; 
, Dm world that rolls up its eyes, lifts up its hands, 

'd cries “ Oh fie ! ” is half a fool and half a hypocrite. 
Mrs. O ’Shea and Mr. Parnell became entangled. 

th°.'V W.° know not, and what does it matter? “  I loved 
[ maid for loving me,”  says an old song. There was 

hia ° f  the “  ladies’ man ”  about M r. Parnell, and 
b„ mil,” to use the language of the world, may have 

n a fresh illustration of Shakespeare’s lines-
when a woman woos, what woman’s son 

'» ill sourly leave her till she have prevailed ?
1:'t it was a great passion— one of those that easily 

p 1 UP into tragedy— which Mrs. O ’Shea felt for Mr. 
Av y ‘> 1s proved by the inscription on one of the 
b0(j “ ^thatwent from Brighton to Dublin with his dead 
-• e : “ To my true friend and lover, my husband, my 

Whoe ver understands passionate s])eech, and 
}10v/ « y .  knowl edge of a woman’s heart, will conceive 
satisR !? " ’oman who penned that inser.ption could rest 

s with such a man’s love in any solitude, and

lb

kirm »  
has8 '

Sa«sRed
■i,v L the world’s displeasure breaking like idle foam 

r f f  her dwelling-place.
a cr.,11S ls uo  ̂ a text for screaming. It should teach us 

[ [ t  lesson. Marriage should be based upon love. 
,l.ng  else renders it honorable or secure. People 

gra ,narry without love, and travel side by side to the 
Ve> Put they are never one. Nor is that all. Love 

t L °x ie’ Xnd then the comedy turns to tragedy 
tiont
shorn i P  110 cnerisnea a ,

m nave locked it up in the deepest recesses of his
M e. ■ - 1

^hr. Parnell should have broken away from tempta- 
If he cherished a passion for Mrs. O ’Shea he

:34.]

heart. So the world will say. And certainly, we say, 
the leader of a great cause should strive to keep him­
self stainless. But the love of Mr. Parnell and Mrs. 
O ’Shea took the course it did, and the liaison was 
finally bruited from the housetops. Then the very 
people who maintain a marriage law which chains men 
and women in hateful unions, cried at the top of their 
voices 'against a couple who had acted surreptitiously 
because they could not act openly. These people, in 
Protestant England, exclaimed, “  W e  shall see if he 
will marry her.” W ell, he did marry her, and that 
was some atonement. But in Catholic Ireland the 
priests declared that his marrying her was a fresh 
infamy. So much for the consistency of Christian 
ethics!

But let us drop ai’gument all round. L et the fact 
of the adultery stand in any light you please. W hat 
at the very worst does it prove? Simply this. Mr. 
Parnell had a vein of weakness in his strength. He 
was not perfect.

Ask any number of Englishmen who was their 
dearest hero. Nine out of ten will name Lord Nelsou. 
The halo of consecration is around that beloved head. 
Yet Lord Nelson, in dying, commended his mistress, 
Lady Hamilton, to the care of his countrymen. 
“ Em m a” was one of the last words on his lips. But 
who thinks of this as he stands in the cockpit of the 
“  Victory,” an l dreams of the smoke and flame of 
Trafalgar, and pictures the great admiral lying there, 
with ghastly torn flesh and fast-flowing blood, dying 
for England ?

Generations hence the weakness of Charles Stewart 
Parnell will be no more than a speck of dust on his 
monument. He shared the weakness with his fellow 
men. His greatness was all his own.

But what happened when his weakness or his shame 
— call it what you like— was published to the world? 
A ll the pure creatures who fasten like carrion-flies on 
impurity, all the pietists who set up impossible standards 
for flesh and blood, all the hypocrites who do their 
morality by proxy, all the respectable mediocrities who 
love the abasement of greatness, howled in fierce chorus 
against the sinner who had the misfortune to be found 
out. The culprit was to be judged by that one act of 
offence. And the sentence was to be final and com­
plete. He was to be blighted, ruined, damned.

It was a judgment to make angels weep and devils 
laugh. That act of offence was put in one scale. In 
th /oth er was put a heart and brain given to Ireland; 
toil, anxiety, and sacrifice; social ostracism borne with 
fortitude, and calumny with disdain; unquenchable 
hope in darkest hours of adversity, and imperturbable 
courage in hottest danger; years of patient, sagacious 
leadership that brought a whole people from the Egypt 
of oppression to the sight of the very Land of Promise. 
Behold the contents of the two scales; and see! the 
little lump descends and the mountain kicks the beam!

English hypocrisy is responsible for that unspeakable 
judgment. Yes, hypocrisy. English life is not so pure 
that Englishmen have the right to damn an Irish adul­
terer. M r. Gladstone himself cannot lay his hand on 
his heart and say that no loose-liver ever sat in his
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Cabinet, or that no loose-liver will ever sit in it again. 
Convicted adulterers sit in our House of Lords. Nine- 
tenths of the Englishmen who howled at M r. Parnell 
would hush up any scandal affecting a Prince of the 
Blood.

Englishmen put M r. Parnell in jail, Englishmen 
treated him like an outcast, Englishmen libelled him 
most foully, Englishmen falsely accused him of trading 
in assassination, English hypocrisy gave him his first 
stab when he stumbled. And the present writer, who 
is an Englishman, says it with grief and shame.

'File next stab came from Mr. Gladstone and the 
Liberal party. They never liked M r. Parnell. Mr. 
Gladstone could not be expected to like him. No man 
loves his conqueror, and M r. Parnell had conquered Mr. 
Gladstone. It was not mere reason and humanity that 
made M r. Gladstone a Home Ruler. He was converted 
by M r. Parnell’s serried phalanx of eighty-six Irish 
members in the House of Commons. No doubt the 
Liberal leader honestly deferred to “  the Nonconfor­
mist conscience,”  but it must be plain to the meanest 
intelligence that his task was an easier one with the 
Irish leader out of the way. Had Mr. Gladstone 
chosen, he could safely have said, “  I  do not condone 
adultery, but I  have declared that Ireland is a nation, 
the matter is one that solely concerns Irishmen, and 
they must deal with it in their own way.”

The next stab came from the Irish priests, who always 
hated M r. Parnell. They loathed a Protestant leader 
of Catholic Ireland. They looked upon the Land 
League and Irish Parliamentary funds as diversions 
from their own exchequer. They felt themselves to be 
playing second-fiddle in the Irish orchestra. And when 
their opportunity came they struck the hated Parnell 
with the sharpest priestly dagger. They warned all 
Catholics not to support him on peril of losing their 
immortal souls.

The last stab came from Mr. Parnell’s own followers. 
Caesar was hacked by his henchmen. Some of them 
had long nursed a jealousy of his predominance, and 
others a hatred of his “  tyranny ” — a tyranny which 
was hardly dispensable in such a fight as they were 
waging. Others, however, were undoubtedly honest in 
their opposition. Men like Justin M ’Carthy, John 
Dillon, and William O ’Brien are above suspicion. Y et  
they may find they were mistaken. It is idle to say 
they dethroned M r. Parnell because of the Divorce 
Court revelations, for they elected him afterwards. W hat 
they did was to pay M r. Parnell as the price of the 
Liberal party’s support to Home Rule. They reversed 
the Parnell policy of trusting no English party except 
in the way of a bargain. That was the policy which 
brought them success, and when the day of reckoning 
comes they may discover their blunder. They sacri­
ficed their leader to Mr. Gladstone and the Liberal 
party. Irue, Air. Gladstone and the Liberal party 
are pledged beyond recall to Home Rule. But there 
is Home Rule and Home Rule, as no one knows better 
than our grand old master of enigmatical phrases; and 
the Home Rule that will be carried without Air. 
Parnell may be a different thing from the Home Rule 
that might have been carried with him.

Three things arc noticeable in connection with Mr. 
Parnell’s funeral. First, t' j love and devotion towards 
him of the Irish people. Second, the presence of not 
a single English member of Parliament. Third, the 
presence of not a single Irish priest.

1  hat death-bed message, “  Convey my love to my 
colleagues and to the Irish people,”  went to the heart 
of a nation, whose worst enemies never accused them 
of ingratitude. They went out to bury their dead 
Chief in a fashion that kings might envy.

The utter absence of English members of Parliament 
shows that Ireland must look to herself. She is a 
separate nation. This fact was emphasised at Air. 
Parnell’s funeral. It was also emphasised when the 
English Liberal press, which fawned on M r. Parnell 
when he overwhelmed his Tory libellers and seemed to

be hand in glove with Air. Gladstone, poured upon him 
the vilest abuse directly his “ fall ” gave them an oppor­
tunity to display their real feelings.

The utter absence of priests at the funeral shows 
once more how the Catholic Church is capable of 
crossing the political sentiments of the Irish people. 
This fact will be remembered in the days to come. 
Before Parnell died the fight had already commenced 
between the Clerical and the Anti-Clerical parties. It 
was this that made the battle so interesting to Free­
thinkers. Happily there are signs that the Clerical and 
Anti-Clerical struggle will continue. One prominent 
Irish American has just declared that there will be no 
peace in Ireland until the priests are driven back into 
their pulpits.

W e  are not departing from our settled policy in 
writing an article like this. W e  have nothing to do in 
these columns with party politics, and on the whole we 
are glad to be free of such dirty business. But we have 
always felt ourselves constrained to speak out in critical 
times in favor of the higher sentiments of justice and 
freedom. When the Phoenix Park murders occurred 
we raised our voice against the policy of gagging and 
terrorising a whole nation for the criminal folly of a 
few scoundrels. W hen the purists and pietists and 
priests called on the Irish people to sacrifice their 
leader, we stigmatised their clamor as hypocritical. 
And now that Charles Stewart Parnell is dead, 
and the greatest practical leader the Irish ever had is 
at rest from all pain, and toil, and sorrow— slain in a 
terrible fight against overwhelming odds, after giving 
the strength of his life to his country; we raise onr 
voice, however feeble it may be in the general roar, 
against the measure of justice that was dealt out to 
this man. He slipped, and his enemies were upon liinu 
They decorated their malice with fine names; but if 
there be a just God, and a day of judgment, this man 
will stand safer than myriads of his persecutors. H® 
injured one man, the husband of the woman lie loved 
— one man, who half-courted his fate, and bears np 
wonderfully under the sad infliction. Oil the other 
hand, he gave the best of his life and strength and 
genius to a great cause. I f  false to one man he wa3 
true to Ireland. His weakness did some harm, 
power did mightier good. Y et in face of this th® 
balance was struck against him and ho was slain.

That masterful leader will be missed; above mj 
when Irish statesmanship has to curb the power an<1 
pretensions of the Catholic Church. But his memoO 
will cause a divided allegiance in the breasts of In s , 
Catholics. The priests will draw them one way, antl 
Parnell will draw them another way from his graV°'i 
That will work mischief to the Church, and it may 
that Charles Stewart Parnell will live in history, 
only as the leader who freed Ireland from English ni*s'  
rule, but as the statesman who struck the first greik 

the priestcraft which was ever her dark®blow at 
curse.

was ever her 
G . W . F O O T E -

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY’S ALMANACK, I 89'’ '

Tim twenty-third yearly issue of the Almanack of the Soc>ejf 
will be published in November. It has been determined^ 
print a larger edition of the forthcoming number. -A9 .Vlj 
profits are devoted to propagandist work, the Exccn 
earnestly hopes that each Branch will do its utmost to pr0fll 
the sale. a

The Almanack has a large circulation, and is kept a3.^ 
work of reference in hundreds of clubs and libraries. . 
therefore, a valuable medium for advertisements. The cllil ° 
will be £ 1  per page ; 12s. per half-page ; Gs. Gd, perqaar 
page.

There will be a Trade Directory, one shilling per lin°- -  
A circular has been sent to all the Branches of the N- 

asking particulars of their officers, place, and time of meegend 
etc. All other Freethought Societies are also invited 0 
in this information, which will be inserted free of charg®  ̂^  

These particulars and advertisements should roach 131 
later than October 31.— Robeht Fordee, hon. sea.
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B IB L E  T R A N SL A T IO N S .

It is often said that the differences between various 
versions of the Bible are neither many nor important. 
This misses the point of the sceptic’s objection, which 
is that in a revelation from an omnipotent, all-wise 
being there should be no possibility of even the 
slightest error. It is, moreover, not truo that the 
variations are few or unimportant. The various 
readings of the New Testament alone amount to over 
two hundred thousand, and though many of them are, 
of course, trivial from a human point of view, it is 
absurd to represent them all as of slight consequence. 
That 1 John v., 7, the only verse directly teaching 
the doctrine of the Trinity, is omitted from the 
Revised Version as spurious, being omitted in all 
early Greek M S., should be a sufficient eye-opener on 
this point. That the narrative of the appearances of 
the resurrected Christ and of his ascension, at the end 
°f Mark (xvi., 9— 20), is not found in the two oldest 
Greek manuscripts, and that the story of tho woman 
taken in adultery, found only in John viii., 1— 11, is 
also wanting in them, are facts also full of significance.

Nor are the trivial points of various renderings un- 
iwportant. There is a wide doctrinal difference 
between the Authorised Version of Matt, i., 22, “ which 
'vas spoken of  tho Lord by tho prophet,”  and tho 
Revised Version, “  spoken by tho Lord through the 
Prophet.”  Even the manner of punctuation makes a 
vast difference. Thus the orthodox read Rom. ix ., 5, 

Christ came who is over all, God blessed for ever.”  
1 he Unitarians put a full stop at “ all,” and read 
’/  Hod be ” or “  is ”  “  blessed for ever.”  These little 
lustrations show that apparent trifles may be of the 
l'tinost importance, especially if our salvation depends 
on right belief. Religious wars have been carried on 
through as trifling matters as those.

Our version of Job ii., 9, declares, “ Curse God and 
uio.” Tho Catholic version is “  Bless God and die.”  
there may be little theological difference between 
Arsing God and blessing him, but some people may 
^'stake them for teaching directly contrary doctrines.

1 Cor. xv ., 51, reads in tho Authorised Version, 
"ehold, I  show you a mystery. W o  shall not all 

keeP> but we shall all bo changed.”  The Roman 
Atholic version roads, “  W o  shall all indeed rise 

affiHn, but we shall not all be changed.” Au im- 
t^riant difference on an important doctrine. One 
jbtion of this verso left out tho c and read, “  we shall 

• be hanged.”  In tho Authorised Version of John 
V‘> 29, we road, “  Is not this the Christ ?”  This is a 

p0,Qpleto misrepresentation of the meaning of the 
. reek, which is, “  This is not tho Christ ” ; or, as it 
A given in the Revised Version, “  Can this bo tho 
ybrist ?”  go with Acts xxvi., 28, tho Authorised 
j ersi°n  makes Agrippa say, “  Almost thou persuadost 

0 to be a Christian.” His meaning was quite the 
^ Qtrary, and is given in the Revised Version, “ W ith  
Chi'-1(-tl0> persuasion thou wouldost fain make me a 

"iftran.” This may be a small matter, but it is no 
i f mattor when in tho Lord’s Prayer wo find that, 
kA ea<* 5>f demanding “  Lead us not into temptation, 

liver us from evil ” ; it is from tho Evil One
It may be con-

but del
that we must ask to bo delivered, 
tended that “ ev il” is just as goou a w“ “ a 
0 Evil O n e”  : but a reference to Matt, xm ,»9
th

and
ev il” is just as good a translation as

sbows that “  the children of tho W icked One,”  i.e.,
intended. So in 

in wickeduoss;

TU - *•*«« bliV vuuuiuu ui umj » I av.
1 r Vev*E aiM n°t of the wicked, is int
sh o°n  V” whole world lieth i.. ,, .— ----------
Ev'l rv ^e, as *u Roused Version, “  lioth in the 

A Hno,”  that is, tho Devil has it in his clutches.
bas translation “  R° Penanc0 ” instead of “  repent ’ 
p 0°casioned volumes of angry controversy between 

O' 00fants and Catholics. So with tho question 
ether “ priests”  or “ elders'" 

p r ® Xv-> 2, and James v ., 14.
the t0s ânt versions dishonestly read, “  To porform 

mercy promised to our fathers,”  while tho truo

should bo road in 
In Luke i., 72, tho

reading is given in the Douay, “  To perform mercy 
to our fathers,”  i.e., to get their souls out of purgatory. 
So Catholics allege the words “  for all ”  are added to 
Heb. x ., 10, to get rid of the doctrine of the mass ; and 
in the 38 th verse of thesamechapteris substituted “  any 
man ” for “ he”  because the passage opposes “  the final 
perseverance of the saints.”  In the next chapter 
Hebrews xi., 21, the Protestant versions put “  lean­
ing upon”  to conceal the right reading that Abraham  
“  worshipped the top of his staff.”  Here the lxx . 
reads, “  he bowed himself upon the bed’s head.”  

Tenses in Hebrew may often be variously rendered. 
But there is a good deal of difference whethor Is. vii., 
14, should read, “  a virgin shall conceive ”  or “  a 
young woman has conceived,”  as Jewish scholars 
agree to render this famous “  prophecy.”  So in 
Is. liii., “ he shall grow ”  is properly changed into 
“  he grew ” in the Revised Version. The prophet is 
not predicting the future sufferings of J. C., but nar­
rating the past sufferings of Israel. In  Is. ix ., 3, 
the Revised Version leaving out “  not,”  teaches the 
direct opposite to the Authorised Version. There is 
an immense theological difference between its ren­
dering of Ps. civ., 4 , “  W ho maketh winds his mes­
sengers,”  and the Authorised Version, which reads, 
“  W ho maketh his angels spirits.”  I f  winds can be 
turned into spirits and messengers into angels, there 
may bo authority for the Samaritan Version, which 
reads (Gen. i., 1), “  In the beginning the Goat created 
the heavens and the earth.” In Prov. xxvi., 10, for 
“  the Great God that formed all things,” the Revised 
Version substitutes. “  an archer that woundeth a ll; 
an “  owl ”  is changed into an “  ostrich ”  (Lev. xi., 
1 6 ); and “  a flagon of wine ”  into “  a cake of raisins ”  
(2 Sam. vi., 19). W a s Paul right in quoting Eph. 
iv., 8, “  W hen he ascended np on high he led cap­
tivity captive, and gave gifts unto m en” ? or did the 
passage stand then as now, “  thou hast received gifts 
for men ”  (Psalm lxviii., 18) ? Did ho quote cor­
rectly, a little further on (Eph. v ., 11), “  Awake thou 
that sleepest and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee ligh t”  or is the Hebrew correct (Is. lx., 1 ), 
“  Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of Jahveh is risen upon thee” ? Did Jesus quote 
correctly as from Scripture (Johnvii., 38), “ He that 
believeth on mo out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water ”  ? or was the nearest approach to this 
Prov. xviii., 4 , which reads, “  The words of a man’s 
mouth are as deep water, and the well-spring of 
wisdom as a flowing brook ”  ?

Perhaps tho worst translations are to be found in 
those distributed among tho heathen by our Bible 
societies. Malcolm, in his Travels in Hindustan and 
Oliina (p. 78), gives instances of misleading versions 
which he found in circulation. Thus, John i., 1, 
“  In tho beginning was the word, and the word was 
with the Lord God Booah, and tho word was the 
Lord God Boodh.”  This was doubtless so rendered 
to make the gospel acceptable to Buddhists. Acts 
i., 8 , was rondered, “  Y e shall receive the power of 
life and doath ” ; Matt, v ., 3, “  Blessed are the desti­
tute of life ” ; and 1 Cor. v ., G, “  A  littlo crocodile 
crocodileth the whole lump.”

W hat becomes of thin persons when they die ? was 
asked of a missionary. On inquiring tho reason for 
this strange question, he found that for the word 
“  good ”  lie had used ouo of the native equivalents 
which was “  fat.”  He had been preaching as the 
blessed gospel of tho Lord Jesus Christ that only the 
fat could enter heaven. Still more shocking errors 
have arisen from the confusion in the savage mind 
between religious love and sensual passion. W h at  
you want me to lovo God for ? asked a Central 
African of a missionary who he thought had made 
what civilised people would call an abominable 
proposal. The difficulties of rendering tho scriptures 
into languages which have no direct equivalents for 
theological terms such as sin, righteousness, atone­
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ment, sanctification, etc., may be imagined. In the 
Sandwich Islands no term was found for the theo­
logical virtue of faith, so as manao means thought 
and io real or true they combined these into manaio 
as a word for-faith. But this to the native mind 
conveyed a widely different meaning. W e  have 
heard even in England of simple minded provincials 
putting strange constructions on texts of Scriptures 
read from the pulpit, and it can be imagined what 
are a cannibal’ s thoughts when he is told that Christ 
said: “ He that eateth me shall live by me (John, 
vi. 57 ). Colenso said: “  The W ord of God now 
commonly in use has no meaning whatever for the 
Kaffirs.”

The versions in little-known tongues are by no 
means always printed correctly. Even in English 
and in German there have been Bibles printed with 
the command “  Thou shalt commit adultery.”  This 
appeared in London in 1631, and for long afterwards 
the wits contended it was the right reading. So we 
may say of the version, also printed in the reign of 
Charles I ., which read, Ps. xiv., 1, “ The fool hath 
said in his heart there is a God.”  Eor this improved 
version, according to Nye in his Defence o f  the Canon 
o f the New Testament, the printer was fined £3 ,000 . 
I have myself seen a copy of the Bible printed by 
Field in 1653, which reads in 1 Cor. vi., 9, “  Know ye 
not that the unrighteous shall inherit the kingdom of 
God ?”  .1. M . W heeler.

T H E  O R IG IN , N A T U R E , and D E S T IN Y  OF M A N .

I I I .— Conclusion.
W hatever  doubt there may be respecting the future 
of the individual man, there should be none as to the 
future of the race. The march of progress is unmis­
takable and so clearly written that he who runs may 
read. The entire history of mankind is one of advance­
ment. Truo the steps are sometimes almost imper­
ceptible and the progress very slow, but still, like 
the gentle stream of the river wending its course to 
the sea, although the movement may not be very 
apparent it is certainly there, and will sweep away 
all obstacles that may obstruct its course. Real pro­
gress has perhaps never actually ceased since humanity 
has existed on the earth, although many interruptions 
to its gradual onward march have been seen. The 
advancement of the race has not always been regular, 
but it has been persistent nevertheless. Nations 
have seemed to retrograde for a time, and the course 
of progress has been shifted from one land to another, 
but on the whole it has gone on, and as the centuries 
have passed its course has been very apparent. This 
will probably not bo disputed by even the most 
conservative of theologians, who will admit and really 
contend for progress.

The only question of importance that arises here 
is, what direction is this onward march of events 
likely to take in the future under the law of evolu­
tion ? And on this tho history of the past may throw 
some light. In tho early ages of the existence of 
organic beings on the earth, tho law of the survival 
of the fittest invariably operated in the direction of 
the physical. Tho cause ' ; r  this was simple— the 
struggle for life was a contest in which tho strongest 
would be almost sure to conquer and the weakest be 
defeated y tho result was that physical power was 
supreme. Hence natural selection operated exclu­
sively along those lines. But at tho present time the 
course is changed. A s  far as man is concerned tho 
contest is no longer a physical but an intellectual one. 
The struggle for life in the case of tho human raco is 
not now a contest in which physical prowess is always 
triumphant, but one in which skill and ingenuity—  
that is, intellect— is certain in tbo end to como off 
victorious. Tho result of this must bo obvious to 
any one who reflects upon tho development of man­
kind. Tho law of tho survival of tho fittest will

hereafter operate in the direction of the intellectual 
and moral powers. W e  are not led to look for any 
higher beings than man to appear on the earth, but 
for the evolution of a superior race of men and women 
— superior intellectually and morally. Mankind, 
therefore, in the future, will bo more exalted beings 
than are the present race. W hen one considers what 
has been accomplished in this century in penetrating 
into Nature’s iircana, and conquering her most 
powerful forces, bending them to the comfort and 
convenience of humanity, we can easily imagine what 
may be done in the future. The coming man will, by 
his mighty intellect, reign the king of nature, making 
all its powers subservient to his will.

Morally the law of the survival of the fittest must, 
by its very nature, operate beneficially. Its tendency 
is to eliminate the worst elements, leaving the purest 
and best to survive. Vice ever produces physical 
deterioration, and its tendency is therefore to destroy 
its victims. By this means no doubt drunkenness 
and all forms of dissipation will largely disappear, 
for in this particular nature herself has provided a 
much more potent remedy than schemes of prohibi­
tion and legislation in tho direction of passing sump­
tuary laws. Morality is necessarily conducive to 
health and long life, while immorality promotes dis­
ease and hastens death. The former will be preserved 
in the persons of those who regard its teachings and 
the latter will decay.

It is not difficult, therefore, to predicate what the 
future of mankind will be upon the earth. The toil 
of human labor will be more than ever lessened by 
the invention of machinery that shall utilise the 
forces of nature, so as to compel them to accomplish 
what is requisite in that direction. Rain and sun­
shine will be under the control of man, if not 
thoroughly, at least to a partial degree, so as to make 
them available for use when and where they are needed. 
Natural phenomena bringing disaster in their train 
will be checked by human skill, and tho earth 
made an abode much nearer than what it is, to the 
condition of tho fabled Garden of Eden, and the fulfil' 
mont of the dreams of poets of a golden ago will 
dawn upon tho world. Vice will bo diminished, 
poverty will be reduced, and the anxiety that its fea>' 
engenders will bo a thing of the past, whilo honesty 
will becomo tho best policy in a sonse never 
realised.

From a theological standpoint the destiny of tnaQ 
cannot bo adequately considered without a recogcl' 
tion of the doctrino of immortality. Now, it is b? 
at all difficult to understand how tho general beliefl£1 
immortality has arisen and tho reason for its prev« 
lence. There is sound philosophy in that couplet ° 
Pope’s :

Hope springs eternal in the human breast;
Man never is, but always to be blest.

But is it not too much to say that the time in whiej1 
man shall be blessed will never come ?— in this wot > 
of course, being understood, because tho follow' » 
lines are :

The soul, unsettled and confined from home,
Rests and expatiates in a life to come. , ^

How a world which man has never seen, and of whj^  
confessedly he knows nothing, can be his home, 
home in which he is resting, is somewhat diffi0)11 j 
comprehend. Still, the sentiment expressed g 
altogether unreal. The experience of hope, exis ’ 
and acting amid the ills of life, sees a future wor 
which peace shall reign and all these evils w*!L]lCu, 
appear. Hence the belief in a future state. . V) 
however, reason is brought to bear upon tho offi09 js 
it is seen how flimsy is that on which tho .^ j ja s  
resting, and that tho structure which imag!n:ltl°  tj»l 
built at tho bidding of hopo has no sub9 ^  for 
foundation. There is no doubt a glorious 
man, but it is for the raco, not for tho ’ .lV-D tin9 
and it is in this world, and in no other. It 19
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fact that lies the basis of the sentiment, and herein it 
finds its complete realisation. W o  need not wonder 
at the direction that man’s aspirations have taken 
on this question, for they are largely the outcome of 
that selfishness which is so distinguishing a cha­
racteristic of perverted human nature, which 
will have no benefits but personal ones. This 
we believe, is destined to pass away before an 
enlightened altruism which is already manifesting 
itself in many ways throughout human society. 
Selfishness had its origin in the days of brute-force, 
when each individual cared for nothing higher than 
his own self-interest or personal pleasure, and when, 
consequently, all his powers were bent in the direction 
of securing to himself as much happiness as possible, 
regardless of the rights of others and even of the 
feelings of others. I t  is too truo that this vestige of 
a brutal past is not yet obliterated; still, there are 
Numerous schemes for benefiting, not merely oneself, 
hut one’s fellows existing in every civilised land, and 
altruistic philosophy is becoming every day more 
Widely known and accepted. Under the benign 
mfluence of Hedonism or Utilitarianism, the world is 
gradually growing better and selfishness is happily 
°u the decline. W o  hope the time is not far distant 
when men will see that their conception of immortality 
had its origin in an erroneous interpretation of a 
natural sentiment, an interpretation largely the result 
nf a desiro for personal gratification. Flow truly did 

opo speak when ho said that “  IIcll was built on 
sP'to, and heaven on pride.”
. hhe basis of this belief in immortality is the yearn- 
laS to enjoy somewhere immunity from the terrible 
drawbacks of human life ; and as there appears to the 
orthodox mind no possibility of bringing about such 
? c°udition of things in this world, the happy state 
ls relegated to some other existence. It does not 
aPpear to be taken into consideration that no 
guarantee can be held that the future life, if  there be 
«ne> would be any hotter than this. It  doos not 
d\a'l to say that injustice prevails in this world which 
v 'u  bo remedied there. In what lies the romedy ? 

°u who are unjust here may bo unjust elsewhere,
_ human selfishness of this world will but be trans- 

drcd to another, if tho same beings pass from one to 
• ® ,°ther. It is no assurance to say that a God of 
]lsS lce will see that right is dono. Tho same God, it is 

ddred, will reign there as here, and most certainly 
fxf ° e-S n°k Provcnt injustice boing dono upon a very 
up ° ns*vo scale in this world. W h y, then, should bis 

aa ° f  government bo altered in the n e x t? Tho 
v ,Su®Ption that it will be is basod upon no evidence 
jUatover, and is even in direct opposition to tho 
,̂eclaration so often made by the same persons, that 

Uo0̂ d ° e s  not and cannot change. Besides, we know 
r . ain& whatever with respect to tho conditions of a 

turnur« -------------------. 1 -  — — 1.~ noth in g
Groat 

tho worst

‘ u.ture Hfo, and can consequently predicate 
vith regard to tho state of society jhero. 
utubers of men who dio pass away with 

Passions of human nature exercising supremo control 
pVec tho rest of their faculties. Ilow can these bo 
xpected to form, or evon to take part in, a pure and 
'u selfish society where each man is supposed to love 

0 others as well as himself? Death can effect no 
,,ctivo change in such persons, and it is clear, thore- 
if'n kite probabilities are that tho next world- 

hero bo one— will bo no hotter than this. Tho 
°usequonoo is that tho hopo which underlies the 

A  >ef in immortality does not find its realisation in 
 ̂ 0 ordinary conception of a future state. It doos, 
owever, becomo realisod in an improved future for 
«race, a future which is arrived at by au induction 

; fucts and a close observation of tho trend of the 
lQjes. Charles W atts.

£ ^Ir. Collias has been induced to stay six 
“ nstchurch, New Zealand, before returning 

^thought ie progressing there rapidly.

months at 
to Sydney.

A  F R E E T H IN K E R , A T  L A R G E .

[Explanatory.—“  Tho ruffian beat the poor woman savagely 
for some hours. At length tho attention of the police was 
attracted, but the miscreant evaded his pursuers and is still at 
large.” That is precisely what is the matter with me. I am 
“ at large” for tbe present, and have received a commission 
from the worshipful editor to journey from Dan oven unto 
Beersheba, and to record in the pages of this journal anything 
which I may discover of interest to my fellow Freethinkers. 
I hold the usual reporter’s license to invent effective incidents 
which ought to happen, but do not. This privilege, however, 
will be sparingly exercised, and I shall in all cases warn the 
reader when I begin to tell lies.— Gr. S.]

I.— THE REV. STEWART D. HEADLAM AT THE 
HALL OF SCIENCE.

I t  is generally k n ow n  that the Sunday lectures at the 
H all o f  S cience are n ow  under the control o f the 
N. S. S. E xecutive-; and it has been w isely  determ ined 
that the m ornings shall be devoted to the expression o f 
as m any shades o f op in ion  as can conven iently  he 
represented upon the platform . It was therefore in  the 
nature o f things that the ltev. Stewart D. Headlam . 
w ho has lon g  been upon terms o f  the m ost cordial 
friendsh ip  w ith  the leaders o f  the Freethought party, 
should  be am ong the lirst to he invited  to address 
an audience at the H all o f  Science. H e readily  accepted 
an invitation, and thus it came about that last Sunday 
m orning the W arden o f the G uild  o f St. M atthew 
lectured to a large and attentive gathering on  “  Som e 
Popular M istakes about the Church ’s Teachings.”

For m any years I have kn ow n  Mr. H eadlam , and 
have never entertained an u nk ind ly  thought regarding 
h im  ; but w ith  respect to h is view s upon matters o f 
theological controversy, I have been ttnable to divest 
m y  m ind  o f an abid ing im pression o f w him sical u n ­
reality. In  Mr. W . S. G ilbert’s operas the spectacle o f 
the L ord  H igh  C hancellor, in  his robes o f  office, 
dancing a p a s do deux  w ith a pretty lady  in  short 
skirts does not amaze us ; but upon a Freethought 
platform  one is perennially  surprised to see the 
Atheist, Tw eedledee, on one side o f  the table saying 
very m uch the same thing as the Church o f E ngland 
clergym an, T w eed ledum , on the other. Last Sunday 
Mr. H eadlam  lectured upon “ Som e Popular Mistakes 
about the C hurch ’s Teachings ” ; h is lecture w ou ld  
perhaps have heen m ore accurately entitled : “  Som e o f 
M r. H eadlam ’s M istakes about the C hurch ’s Teachings.”

Mr. H eadlam  com m enced  b y  saying that tho fr ien d ly  
reception w h ich  had been accorded to h im  in  that hall 
seventeen years ago had encouraged h im  to carry on 
the w ork  w h ich  he had begun in his Cam bridge days, 
under the influence o f  Frederick  D enison M aurice and 
Charles K ingsley. H e had long felt that the Secularists 
wore doing  a good  w ork  for religion  “ b y  enabling the 
C hurch to get rid  o f a lot o f rubbish w h ich  encum bered 
it,”  and fo r  doin g  this w ork  he, as a priest in Christ’s 
Church, heartily thanked the Secular party. M r. 
Bradlangli had rendered glorious service in  this w ay ; 
Mrs. Besant had le ft the Freethinkers, but she, too, had 
done m uch good  w ork  w hile she rem ained w ith  them . 
There w ere very  few  o f tno leading churchm en w ho 
now  held the m onstrous doctrines w h ich  Freethinkers 
had heen w ont to attack, l ie  w ished the Secularists 
God-spoed in their w ork. There was not m uch left for  
them  to do so far as the Church o f E ngland was con ­
cerned ; but perhaps the crude theology o f the Salva­
tion  A rm y  and k indred  bodies m ight yet afford a field 
fo r  their exertions.

M r. Headlam , after this exord ium , proceeded to deal 
w ith  certain teachings o f the church  w h ich  ho believed  
to bo popularly  m isunderstood. W ith  regard to 
“  Inspiration,”  ho derided the notion  that the B ible 
was “  a book  o f in fa llib le  sentences dictated by- 
G od to m en.”  B ible-w orshippers fou n d  a verse 
for  everything, as if G od had laid d ow n  a spe­
cial rulo fo r  every conceivable set o f c ircu m ­
stances. “  Get out o f  your m inds altogether,”  said 
Mr. Ileadlam , “ the idea that the B ible is the w ord  
o f G od.”  Mr. Bradlaugh, in  discussion, had once 
trium phantly quoted a text against h im  (the speaker), 
and appeared quite shocked w hen he rep lied  that the 
text was noth ing to h im  ! The true v iew  o f Inspira­
tion  w as that everybody w h o w rote or d id  a good  th ing 
was inspired by  Ood. T he life  and w orks o f Jesus
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Christ were the real word of God. Then Mr. Headlani 
went on to denounce his audience (as representing the 
ratepayers of the metropolis) for “ the bad work you 
are doing in allowing the miserable old biblical 
religion to be thrust upon the children in Board schools. 
The connection of morality with Bible follies must do 
infinite harm to the moral nature of the children.” It 
was the ratepayers, not the church or the clergy, who 
were responsible for this.

Referring to the doctrine of “ Atonement,” Mr. 
Headlam said that this did not involve the crude notion 
of substituted death, of the punishment of an innocent 
Savior for the sins of others.” Such a cruel and 
hideous doctrine as that should be smashed; but 
Atonement does not mean that at all.” The true 
doctrine, it appeared, could be found by splitting up 
the word in such a fashion as to make it “ At-one- 
ment,” or making man at one with God. This set me 
off thinking of the old Christian wheeze of the dying 
Atheist who, being speechless, defiantly wrote on a 
slate the words, “ God is no-where.”  Ilis precocious 
little child read it aloud as “ God is now here.” The 
Atheist, of course, at once found Christ, and everybody 
lived happily ever afterwards. This reminiscence 
absorbed my attention, and I was not aroused until Mr. 
Headlam had finished the At-one-ment section, and had 
arrived at the next station— Hell, to wit.

On the doctrine of “ EternalTorment,” he declared that 
hardly any responsible leader of the church believed 
in it. The old English equivalent for “ hell ” was the 
hidden place to which couples retired to pay the oscu- 
latory penalty in kiss-in-the-ring. The salutary part 
of the hell teaching was the lesson that consequence 
follows causes. To nullify the pernicious effects of 
the teaching of eternal torment, parents should explain 
to their children what hell really is.

Then as to the “ Kingdom of Heaven,” Mr. Headlam 
had a novel view to expound. Christ, he said, turned 
the attention of his disciples on every possible oppor­
tunity from the next world to this. Barely half a 
dozen times did Jesus refer to a future state: it was 
the present life to which he continually directed their 
attention.

A t this point the sense of unreality, of topsy­
turvydom, overwhelmed mo. Here, in truth, the Lord 
Chancellor was dancing with Belinda in the short 
skirts ; for here was a clergyman of the Church of 
England exhorting Freethinkers to treat the Bible just 
as they would any other book, and proving to them 
that Jesus Christ was the prototype of the nineteenth 
century Secularist. I began to speculate upon the 
possibility of my attending at St. Paul’s Cathedral one 
Sunday night to hear a sermon by the Ven. Archdeacon 
Foote ; and in my reverie I even imagined the magic 
“  Rev.” prefixed to the name of

George Standring .

SIGNS OF PROSPERITY.
(From the Chinese.)

Where spades grow bright and idle sounds grow dull, 
Where gaols are empty and where barns are fu ll; 
Where school-paths are with frequent feet outworn, 
Law courtyards weedy, silent and forlorn ;
Where bonzes foot it and where farmers ride,
Where age abounds, and youth is multiplied.
Where these signs are they clearly indicate 
A  happy people and well-governed State.

FUND FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF MR. BRADLAUGH’S 
LIABILITIES.

Per W. Diver, 10s. 9d. Per John Hill, £3. G. W. Foote, 
£1 Is.; Dr. A. Walkor, £ l Is.; Charles Keif, 2s. Gd. ; Thomas 
Horsman, Is.; J. Wright, Is.; Friend, 6d. ; F. J. Steel, 1 Os. ; 
II. W. S., 10s. ; J. Llaney, 2s. 6d. ; Sussex Rector, 2s. Gd. Per 
A. Forrester, £3 5s. J. Tomkins, 2s. Gd. PorW. Hade, £ l 7s. Gd. 
Per. J. G. Bartram, Gs. Gd. Mr. Danuant, 2s. Gd. ; lì. II., 5s. ; 
J. Lintoll, Is. Per Thomas Drowry, £1, Highlander, 5s.—• 
Total, £1,080.— W. II. R eynolds, Treasurer.

Do not inquire if a man bo a heretic, if he bo a Quaker, a 
Jew, or a heathen ; but if ho bo a virtuous man, if ho love 
liberty and truth, if ho wish the happiness and poacc of tho 
human kind. If a man be ever so much of a believer, and 
love rot these things, he is a heartless hypocrite, a rascal, and 
a knave.— Shelley.

A C I D  D R O P S .

The Bishop of Bedford, at the Church Congress, said 
“  there was a mania for outdoor preaching, and the emissaries 
of Socialism and Atheism must be met on their own ground.”  
Mania is good 1 Was not Jesus Christ an outdoor preacher ? 
Was not the only sermon of Paul’s that was reported an out­
door discourse delivered on Mars Hill ? Were not tho 
greatest preachers of the Catholic Church in tho Middle Ages 
wont to speak in the open air ? Did not Donne and other 
great English preachers, in the days of Elizabeth and Jame3 
the First, deliver their finest sermons at Paul’s Cross to open- 
air audiences ? Yes, “  mania ”  is good !

It is consoling to know that the Atheists, if the Bishop of 
Bedford has his way, will be met on their own ground. That 
is precisely what the Atheists desire. Hitherto the Christians 
have been very backward in coming forward, but it is never 
too late to mend.

Says the Christian W orld : “ The Baptists believe, and are 
right in believing, that the true missionary policy is summed 
up in Talleyrand’s motto ‘ De 1’audace, de l’audace, and 
toujours de l’audace., ”  Now we are not going to quarrel 
over what the Baptists believe, but we are going to correct 
that misquotation. It should read, “  De I'audace, ct encore 
de Vaudace, et toujours de I'audace.”  Then again, it was not 
Talleyrand’s motto. It was tho cry of tho fiery Danton in 
the French Convention. Try again, 0  worthy editor of the 
Christian World. ____

Oar pious contemporary, the Christian Commonwealth, is 
ten years old, and is crowing very louldly over its length of 
life, not to mention its great success and prodigious usefulness. 
For our part, we admit it is old enough to know better in some 
things. For instance, it says that “  Mr. George Long, who 
gave the British public a fine version of the Rejections o f  
Marcus Aurelius, has now put forth in a convenient form 
the Discourses oj Epictetus.”  The said Mr. George Long has 
been dead some years, and the volume “  now put forth ”  was 
published in 1877.

Dr. Parker is very kind to Freethinkers. In a recent 
sermon he said that] some men were jealous, suspicious, and 
mean-hearted, and he added “  Would to God such men were 
infidels.”  Evidently at present they are Christians, and if 
wishing is in order wo hope they will remain so.

Concerning the recent successful ballooning experiments to 
produce rain, Mr. W. W . Aidson writes : “  Considering the 
large sums squandered by the people on priests and preachers 
to explain what the will of God is, it seems somewhat incon­
sistent for tho same people, acting through their represent»' 
tives in the Government, to expend large sums to find out 
how we can get along without regard to God’s w ill; and aS 
the so-called ‘ will of God ’ evidently recedes before the 
progressive advance of man, it is fair to infer that hum»0 
will, directed by human intelligence, is, after all, the only 
‘ will force ’ in tho universe.”

Another of the periodical outbreaks between the riva 
showmen of the Greek and Latin Church at tho Spurious 
Grotto of the nativity, Bethlehem, is reported. The Greeks 
are said to have taken possession of tho Franciscan altar Jj 
force. Had not the French consul interfered there wou 1 
have been bloodshed. It is usually tho Mohammedan I ur 
that has to preserve peace between the rival Christians.

A special correspondent of the Spectator (Oct. 10) thu_ 
refers to tho doings of the rival showmen in Palestine : “  Evej 9̂ 
one knows that for many centuries Greeks and 
have struggled for tho possession of the holy places ; hu  ̂
the last ten years this straggle seems to have been Pullsll[q  
with unscrupulousncss and vulgarity which have def-11 
somo of tho most beautiful scenes in the land and built, 
before Mahommedans enduring monuments ot Chne 
jealousies. It would bo difficult to exaggerate the > ^  
pudence of the operations— their defiance of hutof}';^^ 
common sense, of the well-founded ridiculo of the in j .  |j 
Where ono church has secured tho traditional site for J5 ^ 3, 
both may have been competing, the other immediately r‘ ^  
fers the tradition to a neighboring spot, and ^eSl.n 3̂f;l0 
building very soon after that of his rival. The
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sanctuaries are often as near and as aggressive as the rival 
booths in a village fair.”

The writer continues : “  The spectacle which for centuries 
has disgraced the Christian name in the Grotto of Bethlehem, 
the separate denominational chapels of the Nativity, is now 
repeated in the face of the sun on the scene of our Lord’s 
agony. The Franciscans walled in their Gethsemane some 
years ago ; but now above it, separated only by a narrow 
W e, rises a new garish, ghastly pile of white stone walls and 
pinnacles called “  the Greek Gethsemane.”

As for the Mount of Olives, he says : “  If this sort of thing 
goes on it will fast become impossible to realise that there 
ever was a garden or an olive on the mount.”

The Salvation Army has got into trouble in Ceylon by 
their inveigling a high caste girl and seeking to marry her to 
a member of the Army. A  forcible raid was made on the 
barracks, and the girl was taken away. This action had led 
to legal proceedings. The girl’s friends have been imprisoned, 
but they are satisfied that their girl is not disgraced.

We recently heard a Christian defender contradict his 
blessed Savior as to the creature that swallowed Jonah. He 
8;,id it was not a whale, but a fish created expressly for tho 
purpose. We smiled and passed on.

money than brains has gi; en
If this gentle-

Sorne gentleman with more 
£2,600 to the Barbican Mission for the Jews 
uian inquiied into the history of the conversion of bad Jews 
into worse Christians, he would— if sane— probably conclude 
be could find a better use for bis money.

yolney, in his Ruins o f  Empires, pictures a congress of all 
Wgions and the debate that ensues. This has actually been 
parted as an attraction for the World’s Fair at Chicago, 
hnisters of all faiths are to be invited, but with the proviso 
Qat they Bpeak English and are respectful towards Chris- 

wanity.

. Prophet Baxter has beon interviewed by the religious 
J°urnal which recently interviewed Mrs. Besant. The ever- 
gieen p. pj, admits he was mistaken as to Boulanger being 
118 fore-runner of Anti-Christ, but he is looking out for 

pother French general to fill the vacancy. Anti-Christ 
ô'mself “ must be a Napoleon,”  that is Apollyon. The names 

a. nd something alike, and that is near enough for P. B. and 
18 fool-crop.

co 'V 18 no  ̂ m‘sfaken in one thing, however; he is still 
rev ] r-9 before the end of 1892 “ there will be a great 
ev ° , lon in Europe and the greatest war the world has 
, tr known.”  Well, we shall see. Of this at least we
?.e certain.
“ on o 
*orth 
th;

may
Ju3t as Jonah was annoyed because the destruc- 

°f Nineveh was put oil after he had prophesied it, the 
'y P. B. would sooner see the world in a conflagration

an see himself discredited

a little consideration on the part of the Atlantic to make the 
voyage perfectly miserable. But the Atlantic did not under­
stand who was on board the “  City of New York,”  so Mr. 
Hughes got seasick and thoroughly enjoyed himself.

Anent Mr. Wheeler’s article on “  Bible Translations.”  A 
Catholic writer gives the following as two sermons based on 
different versions of the Bible :— Catholic: “  I, a priest placed 
in the church by the Holy Ghost, in the name of Christ 
declare if yc be not baptised and prepared for the sacrament 
of the altar, you will be damned body and soul to hell with 
the evil one and his angels." Protestant: “  I, an elder, put in 
the congregation through the Holy Wind, in the name of the 
anointed, say if ye be not washed and ready for the secret of 
the table, you will be condemned flesh and life to tho grave 
with evil and its messengers.” Such is the difference between 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee. Holy Wind is certainly an 
improvement on Holy Ghost, but Holy Gas would bo better 
still.

The religious people of the ward of Farringdon Without 
have passed a resolution that the letting of any portion of 
the land on the Thames Embankment to the Salvation Army 
will be detrimental to the interests of the City, and a danger 
to tho comfort of the neighborhood. A meeting on the sub­
ject is to be held at the Session House, Old Bailey, on Oct. 16.

The Times (Monday, Oct. 12) has at length devoted an 
article to Theosophy, which it takes as an illustration of the 
existence of an unsuspected strata of ignorance and credulity. 
I t ’says: “ Over all the words arid deeds of Theosophists and 
of kindred dreamers, there rests, as Faraday pointed out, the 
curse of absolute sterility. They have been prolific of empty 
speculations, but they have added nothing to the sum of 
human knowledge.”  A  strong illustration of this might be 
found in Theosophic India in the hands of Europeans endowed 
with materialistic science.

Mr. Stead— W . T. Stead— the great Stead— has been con­
ducting a religious service at Edinburgh in connexion with 
the Wesleyan Mission. He gave out the hymns, read the 
lesson, and preached tho sermon. Tho lesson was from the 
first of Isaiah, and before reading it the great Stead gave a 
disquisition on prophets. It was his opinion that prophets—  
at least nowadays— are not so much found in pulpits as in 
editorial chairs. Yes, and they generally look after the 
sporting department.

The great Stead declared that he "  received a solemn 
message from God in Holloway Jail.”  The editor of the 
Freethinker was in tho same shop eight or nine times as long 
as Mr. Stead, but ha was not favored with a solemn message 
from God. Perhaps he was on the wrong side of the jail. 
Mr. Stead was on tho debtor’s side, with a big, well. 
furnished cell, anything be liked to eat and drink, and visits 
galore. Our editor wa3 on the criminal side, in a brick vault 
twelve feet by six, dressed like a convict, eating skilly, and 
seeing two friends for twenty minutes once in three months.

f o ^ t a g  article in the Methodist Times advises fashionable
l(U(£ *° ‘ [ attend places of worship more or less regularly, and 
°°casi €arS t0 ^ie P reac îer' n°f oncetheir ears to the preacher, if not once a week, at least 
earLasi°nal]y.”  We should have thought that most preachers’ 

8 'Were long enough already.

Price Hughes is sending letters to his paper froi 
knrq110*’ P^e gtaes an account of his setting off froi 
8pe° .a. . ’ Ms sea-sickness on board ship, and other trifles c 
ken'it lntarest to his noble self. He remarks that he lei 
“ gja ° n on September 16, the very day the Pilgrim Fathei 
t0o ed °n their epoch-making journey.”  Of course he i 
do ii ° des  ̂ to draw the inference. The admiring reader ca 

0 lhat for himself. ____

S u p P i l g r i m  Fathers, by the way, havo had a lot of 
OQg uous oil of flattery poured over them. They fled from 
Yam Jranny and set up a worse one. Indeed, a facetious 
^OnthT? Pilgrim Fathers landed upon Ply-
P lv m ll 0ClC- bat it would have been better for America if 

°nth Rock had landed up®n them.

..Th,
---- . ,— 5 J-M.KAgLXIJB -----

a 8p as a klethodist missionary. The Inman Linr provid, 
e Clal saloon for his lit.tl« m,

6 Self-denying Hughes gives an account of his hare
a Methodist missionary. 1 — --------- --------
saloon for his little party of six, and .it only wante

That message “  startled ” Mr. Stead. It was this—■ 
“  Cease telling the people to be Christians, tell them to be 
Christ’s.”  Poor Stead ! He must have been wool-gathering. 
The “  solemn message ”  is to be found in St. Paul, and the 
revelation was only a reminiscence.

At Savannah, Georgia, two enemies, named Dom ing and 
Fussell, met in the vestibule of the Methodist Church, They 
immediately pulled out their shooting irons and fired without 
ceremony. Both were mortally’ wounded.

A married woman at Toulouse, named Lucie Dreyfus, being 
afflicted with an overdose of faith, in the absence of her son 
and child, smeared her body with petroleum, and then 
striking a match, set fire to herself. Her sufferings must 
havo been intense, and she uttered shriek after shriek as the 
flames extended over her body and burnt into her flesh. Her 
agonising screams were heard by the neighbors, who speedily 
came to her assistance, followed by men from the adjoining 
fire brigade station. By their efforts the flames were extin­
guished, and the wretched woman was transported, still alive 
but in a hopeless condition, to the Hotel Diem It appears 
that she was a religious maniac.

John Barningham got into trouble at Grimsby for selling
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religious books without a pedlar’s license. He said be bad 
not broken tbe laws of God but those of man. A small fine 
should be an inducement to see that it is the laws of man 
that really matter.

No fewer than 27 parsons residing elsewhere join in holding 
a little bit of land in Bassetlaw, Notts, in order to secure a 
vote each. The revising barrister has struck five off, and it 
is to be hoped will dispose of the remainder.

Hughes thereupon disappeared from the title of the paper, 
though he still remained editor.— Echo.

Among other things discussed at the Conference was how 
far they could accept the doctrine of evolution. This gave 
rise to widely divergent views, though it was generally con­
ceded religion could only take into account the working of 
evolution after tho flat of Divine creation. They must still 
keep their bogie man to boss the concern.

“ Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss,”  says Paul 
(1 Thess. v., 26). Joseph Clarke read this as if “ brethren” 
embraced sisters. For carrying out his error and kissing 
ladies while at their devotions in Clarendon Church, Dublin, 
he was fined 40s.

A  row took place at the Portsea Synagogue the other 
Sabbath, one of the chosen denouncing the minister, the Eev. 
Isaac Phillips, and pointing a pistol at him. It seems the 
quarrel was about the heavy duty which tho man of God puts 
on the meat which he makes Kosher. If 8J. is paid for the 
meat, there is Is. Id. for duty. This goes into the Lord’s 
treasury or the Rabbi’s— it is all the same.

There is a champion romancer down Bermondsey way, and 
his name is Sinclair. He alleges that at the Hall of Science, 
the Sunday after Mr. Bradlaugh’s death, he saw posted up 
“  The last dying confession of Charles Bradlaugh, M P.”  This 
document was actually signed by the said Charles Bradlaugh, 
and it declared that he fully recanted his Secularism and died 
believing Christianity. Mr. Sinclair has mistaken his voca­
tion. He would earn a good living by writing pious tracts. 
Accuracy is not so much wanted in that line of business as a 
good unscrupulous imagination.

The Archbishop of Burgos, in kindly visiting the English 
patients wounded in the recent railway accident in Spain, 
expressed his regret that he could not cure the sick as the 
Apostles did. Yet Jesus Christ promised all his disciples they 
should do even greater works than himself.

It i3 hard to satisfy Christians. One of them has been 
declaring, in Finsbury Park, that Mr. Foote has turned the 
Hall of Science into a music-hall and “  descended ”  to read 
Shakespeare. Fancy “  descending ”  to read the greatest poet 
in the world ! No doubt that poor Finsbury Park Christian, 
if he ever buys a copy of the bard, will feel that William 
Shakespeare ought to be very much obliged to him. But 
probably he [won’t invest. No doubt he prefers “  Jonah ”  to 
“  Hamlet.”

The Jews are said to show a large excess of their fair pro­
portion of insane in all lunatic asylums both here and on the 
continent. Possibly this may be due to their ancestry having 
to endure the Christian atrocities of "Jew-hunting.”D

The four dioceses of Wales form ecclesiastically part of the 
Province of Canterbury. We cannot wonder, then, at Arch­
bishop Benson being up in arms against disestablishment in 
Wales, which would deprive him of apart of his government. 
But wo did not expect him to show such deliberate misre­
presentation or crass ignorance, as he did in saying that the 
case of Ireland was no analogy to that of Wales, for there 
nine-tenths of the inhabitants were Catholics. Tho Arch­
bishop, even without any special efflux of the Holy Ghost, 
ought to know that the Protestants of Ireland constitute one- 
fourth of the population, and not one-tenth, as ho for his own 
purposes would make out.

An Italian statesman says he is not sorry tho Pope has had 
a lesson as to the disposition of tho people of Rom e; other­
wise next year, instead of 20,000 pilgrims, they might have 
been treated to 40,000, all armed and prepared to effect 
violent restoration of the Papal power.

At the meeting of the Mothodist Conference at Washington 
yesterday, Mr. Hugh Price Hughes declared that, in his 
opinion, religious papers should never be used for political 
purposes. I f this is true, such a recantation ought to have 
been read in a white sheet, candle in hand. It is not so long 
ago that the Irish Methodists, who are staunch Unionists 
almost to a man, angrily remonstrated against the Home 
<tulp proolivites of the Hfrthoifitt T i m e and the name of Mr.

General Booth is having a good time in Australia, and his 
telegrams to headquarters in England are worthy of Barnum. 
Here is a sample—“  Sixty souls, hundreds out f or clean heart. 
Proceeds £400.”

Self-denial pays, writes "  A Lover of the Army ”  in the 
W ar Cry. Two years ago his wife and he went without 
sugar, and the children gladly (?) did the same. They soon 
had their reward in tho shape of new-laid eggs, apples, 
clothing, and a bottle of tonic worth one and sixpence. “  The 
next year (that is last j-ear) I doubled the amount, and before 
I had given it in the Lord sent me three tins of condensed 
milk for my dear baby, who is now in glory. Of course, I 
¿hall not be lacking this year.”  Quite a good investment. 
Let us hope it was not the condensed milk that sent the dear 
baby to glory. _ _ _

The parsons are not allowed to interfere directly in the 
Board Schools, but they often contrive to do so indirectly. 
At Tilbury the children were given a circular for their parents 
to sign, requesting permission for the children to leave school 
in time to attend church at 11.30 on a certain Thursday. 
The clergy, in disobedience to the spirit of the Education Act, 
still consider the school children as far as possible an appanage 
of their own. _____

Treves has always been a godly city. It boasts that in the 
good old times no fewer than 7,000 persons were burnt there 
as witches.

Dr. Adam Clarke, the great Methodist commentator, like 
John Wesley, devoutly believed in witches, and has left on 
record his faith in witchcraft. He pointedly says, “  If there 
had been no witches, tho law putting them to death would 
never have been made. The existence of tho law, given 
under the direction of the Spirit of God, proves the existence 
of the thing.”

The South London Mission (Methodist) report is in some 
respects a curious document. Here is a very curiou* 
passage:— “ The other night a man was in much visible 
distress about his soul. He believed in Christ as his Saving 
but he couldn’t receive Christ because the woman in 1»* 
house was not his wife. Yet she was tho mother of four o 
his children ; he had separated from his wife years ago, 
had never since seen her. Our pulpit appeals had brougu 
his guilt home to his conscience. What was he to do ? 
couldn’t advise him to abandon the woman he had ruined an 
the children at his table. Inquiries were instituted as to tn 
whereabouts of his first wife, and it transpired that God ha' > 
by anticipation, solved for him the problem of his life.”

Mr. E. A. Hulks, who appropriately lives at Folly X 1 
St. Albans, has apparently received a copy of the Freeth*nl'’ ' 
He sends us a truly Christian postcard, and winds up with ^  
remark that “  Addison says, the man who says there >3 
God is a liar.”  This doesn’t seem like Addison’s style ; \n ^g 
looks a lot of Hulks in it. Anyhow, wo don’ t say there 13 ^  
God. We only say we haven’ t tho honor of his acquaintan ^ 
Mr. Hulks, however, appears to enjoy that privilege, a° 
has a notable effect on his manners.

You can now book a seat for one service only at PerJ,Q{ 
City Temple on payment of sixpence. Joseph was mean  ̂
the stage. He combines in himself the talent of actor 
of manager.

The Rev. E. Gough, Congregational minister of Barrowf ^  
is displaying a cheap form of courage. After the close o 
service he allows questions to be put. That looks a gtle 
One would think, on the face of it, that the cow a rd  s 
was abolished in Mr. Gough’s church. But wait a bit- goJi 
questioners must be prepared to accept the Bible as 
authority, so the queries are not likely to be very aw
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

<( Sunday, October 18, H ill of Science, 142 Old-stroet, E.C.— 
Man, Nature and God.” Service begins at 0.45 p.tn. 
Thursday, October 22, Hall of Science, at 8, “  The Gospel of 

ireethought.”  Admission free.

22,
October 25, Camberwell; 29,Deptford.
November 1, Portsmouth; 8, Sheffield; 15, Leicester; 

Wolverhampton; 29, Grimsby.
December 6, Hall of Science; 13, Mancbefter; 20,Nottmg- 

ham ; 27, Hall of Science.
January 3, Birmingham ; 10, Bolton ; 17, Newcastle Sunday 

Lecture Society; 24 and 31, Hall of Scienco.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb, Charles W atts’ Engagements.—October 18, Birming­
ham ; 25, Hall of Science—morning and evening. Nov. 1, 
Hall of Science ; 8, Birmingham ; 15, Birmingham ; 22, Ports­
mouth ; 29, Leeds. December 0 and 13, Birmingham; 20 
and 21, Leicester; 27, Birmingham. Jan. 3 and 10, Hall of 
Scienco; 17, Milton Ila ll; 24 and 31, Birmingham. Peb. 7, 
Hull ; 14, Glasgow; 15, Hamilton ; 10, 17, 18 and 19, public 
debate in Glasgow; 21, Edinburgh; 28, Birmingham. 
Harch 7, Birmingham.— All communications for Mr. Watts 
Rhould be sent direct to him at Baskerville Hall, The 

T Crescent, Birmingham.
.' Judge.— The date is booked.
•'«nos Neate .—We will keep your letter by us, or print a 

summary of it if you give us leave. Celestine Edwards is 
evidently as accurate as the Bible.

” • Holt, ind.—Comte’s General View of Positivism, trans­
lated by Dr. Bridges, is published by Reevos and Turner at 
half a crown. It is a summarj’, by Comte himself, of his 
own philosophy. Read it for yourself.

■ Cherby.—There must be a mistake somewhere. The matter 
p m receiving attention.

• Swatts.— Cuttings received with thanks.
^luniEn.—The alleged massacre of the innocents is un­
recorded by tho Talmud or Josephus, though the Jows did 
their best to blacken Herod. No contemporary writer speaks 

>t, though such an atrocity could not have been kept 
*oin the knowledge of Cmsar. 

i f  Clogg .—Thanks. It was only a misprint.
• howuEN.—Theosophy doeB not teach “  tho recognition of 

q fifdrits after death ”— at present.
■ \-UooKsoN.— Glad to hear you wore so delighted with your 
v>8it to the Hall of Seicnco, and that you joined tho N. 8. S. 
1111 tho spot. Glad also to hear that tho Freethinker is selling

in tho Barnsley district, and that “  tho new enlarged 
p t’ acard is a great improvement.
A c\Hall.— Perfect nonsense. See “  Acid Drops.”

• scopes.—Contcnts-sheets shall bo forwarded. Mr. Foote
J. ElUi0« °N .—Thanks for your taking four extra copies of this 

J Urnal for distribution among your friends. Wo hope your 
l)>ilmPlo will bo extensively followed. Conlonts-shcet shall 

P°Bted weokly to tho newsagent.
0Ou]'ALKthes.— Seo “  Acid Drops.”  Thanks.

J i°LANUs.—It is not true, at least to our knowledge, that 
B . u JHuart Mill ever retracted his Malthusian teaching. 
oii'r?v,l'S ref°rouce was to a debate in tho House of Commons 

* 0  slavery question. Wo cannot give you tho exact 
SaF° at tho moment.

8, p ' cannot tell you tho author.
Wey YKKS-—( 0  Nobody knows how old Joseph and Mary 
Vir ■W l̂cn Jesus was born. Seo Mr. Foote’s pamphlet, A  
>>id F\>1 (2) Wo should define vice as an excessive
£  »genceof t.ho animal passions. (3) Bible Romances and 

T. the Glergy will bo resumed shortly.
!) q aurens.—Tlio Liverpool Branch secretary is Mr. Doeg, 
y(ni 0lUwell-torracc, Garden-lane. lie  will bo happy to enrol 
bv iia? a. H'cmber. Pleased to hear you have been influenced 

W 7 ,b journal.
Hkekry.—s

II. j sittings.
I’ll-I? 1AM‘—Your Sll"'‘ nks.F r

Sorry to hear you have had trouble. Thanks 

cations will naturally bo considered

\y I-Adkka.—Pleased to hear from you. See “ habited"in a V',°- Hoelick says ho saw tho Ereei/iurlTv exh bBca 
p\\‘<>P-window at Swindon for the first time °n Sat11 > seem

•p-Percy.—Tho prayers of your orthodox friend 1ao nuu ^
o have prospered. Wo aro happy to say 10

ft ,,'1B journal is still improving. . , . Tews will
' kVLEMAN,— No doubt a good many Tree think l g 

pP°'u tho N. S. S. We ‘lave several Jewish members already. 
Fritankaren — Liberty — Froethought— 

Meuscheuilium—Echo—Neues Frerelitriosee
—  Freidenker — Tho Liberator—Der Armev,. siei—•Si.p.nio- rm.... t  w .......—P'igaro—jocular Thought — Boston Investigator—Western 

W ^ a Verite Pliilosophique—Progressive Thinker— 
iT~^am*ng Sword—Loyal American—Better Way 

f,r>>!et.te-i>r' îren*D2 Telegraph and Star—Grays and Tilbury

— Sheffield Anarchist—Herald of Anarchy—Countryman— 
Dundee Evening Telegraph—County of Middlesex Indc- 
dent—Cosmopolitan—Twentieth Century— Ardrossan and 
Saltcoats Herald—Open Court—Glasgow Evening Citizen 
—Manchester Amusements—Standard—Kansas Lucifer.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

L iterary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica­
tions to Mr. It. Border, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Scale of A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6ii .; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
3s,; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 
repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 6s. 6d . ; Half Year, 
3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7)d. Australia, China and Africa : 
— One Year, 8s. 8d .; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. lO d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d .; 
Three Months, 2s. 8)d.

S U G A R __ P L U M S .
Last week’s Freethinker went a good deal better than the 

previous week’s. We have again left a liberal margin for an 
increased sale. There is nothing like striking while the iron 
is hot. We therefore appeal to our friends to push our circu­
lation all they possibly can just now. The great tiring is to 
get newsagents to sell the Freethinker and to display a 
contents-sheet. If our friends will all help us in this direc­
tion we shall soon ec’ ipse the wildest dreams of Freethought 
editors in the past.

Despito the wretched weather there was an improved 
audience at the London Hall of Science on Sunday evening. 
The music was well appreciated, and Mr. Foote read a strong 
scene from “  Tho Merchant of Venice.”  The lecture fo l­
lowed, after moro music, the subject being “  Who Wrote the 
Bible?”  Canon Driver’s new volume, An Introduction to the 
Literature o f  the Old Testament, was made use of to show 
how the positions of scepticism are being gradually adopted, 
and, what is more, avowed, by learned men within the church.

This evening (Oct. 18) Mr. Foote delivers his third lecture 
— the last for the present— at the Hall of Science, on “  Man, 
Nature, and God.” Before the lecture he will give another 
poetical reading. The musical program will of course be 
continued. ____

Mr. Foote invites any ladies or gentlemen who are willing 
to serve on a Committee for organising a London Freethinkers’ 
Ball at the Hall cf Science to meet him in the committee 
room upstairs after his lecture this evening (Oct. 18).

Last Sunday morning’s freo lecture at the Ilall of Science 
was delivered by the Rev. S. D. Headlam. There was an 
improved attendance, and some discussion after the lecture 
as well as a good collection in aid of the expenses. This 
morning (Oct. 18) the lecturer is Mr. A. B. Moss.

On Monday morning tho President of the National Secular 
Society signed nearly a hundred certificates for now members. 
Nearly five hundred names have been added to tho list since 
the Birmingham Conference on Whii-Sunday. Tho Society 
is making more members— ay, and doing moro work— than 
ever. But its funds have been falling off this year. The 
reason of this, of course, is the extraordinary demand made 
on Freethinkers’ purses by the special funds that have been 
running of late. The matter will right itself in 1892. 
Meanwhile we venture to ask our wealthier frienfis to remem­
ber the N. S. S. The working expenses must be met, and 
donations at the present time are very welcome.

Last Sunday was a miserable day in Manchester, so far as 
the weather was concerned. It raioed from morning until 
evening, which of course interfered somewhat with Mr. 
Watts’s audiences in the morning and afternoon, but at night 
the hall was crowded. An animated debate followed the 
evening lecture, which highly gratified the large audience,
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There was a great demand for the Freethinker, over sixteen 
dozen copies being disposed of during the day.

Mr. "Watts’s recent lecture at Spennymoor has created 
considerable local excitement. The Eev. S. M. Thompson, 
who opposed Mr. Watts on the evening of his lecture, has 
since written to the Auckland Times and Herald disputing 
some of his statements. Mr. Watts has replied to the rev. 
gentleman in a very pointed manner, inviting him to a four 
or six nights’ debate. The editor of the above-named journal 
printed in its last issue Mr. Watts’s reply. We shall be 
pleased to hear that arrangements have been made for the 
debate to take place.

Mr. Watts is desirous of forming a Federation of all Free- 
thought Societies throughout the Midland districts. With a 
view of carrying out this plan he will be pleased to hear from 
friends in Wolverhampton, Leicester, Nottingham, Derby, 
and other places in the Midland counties. Mr. Watts’s 
permanent address is Baskerville Hall, The Crescent, Bir­
mingham.

The following subscriptions have been received towards the 
fund for settling Mr. Charles Watts at Birmingham:—  
J. S. M , £ 1 ; W . Paul, £2  10s.; W. J. Morley, 10s. Gd. 
(quarterly for two years).

The Bethnal Green Branch begins business at its new Hall, 
78 Libra-road, Roman-road, E., to-day (Oct. 18). There 
will be a tea at 5.30 for members and friends. At 7.30 Mr. 
W. Lyons will lecture on “  Ancient Science.”  On Monday, 
at 8.30 p.m., a lecture on “  The Outcome of Trade Unionism ” 
will be given by Mr. Pearson. On Thursday, at 8.30, Mr. 
Cohen is to open a debate on “  Is Crime a Disease ?”  On 
Saturday there will be a members’ social evening. The 
admission to all meetings is free.

The Camberwell Branch held its quarterly meeting on 
Sunday. Mr. Hartmann, who presided, gave a good report of 
the past three months’ work. The open-air lecturing had 
been very successful, and a good number of students had 
joined the Science Classes. The old officers were elected cn 
bloc. Tea was afterwards served in the large hall, after which 
the Battersea Dramatic Society entertained the company, local 
friends giving songs, and dancing being interspersed for the 
young and active.

There are five avowed Secularists on board II.M.S. Trafalgar. 
Directly the number is seven they will form a Branch of the 
National Secular Society. Thirty or forty sympathisers are 
on board, and Mr. Footes’ Prisoner fo r ' Blasphemy is being 
“  passed round and read with great relish.”

C O N STR U C T IV E  O B SC EN ITY.
The new hall of the Finsbury Park Branch, 1 Rock-street, 

Blackstock road, though in a side street, is well situated 
within a stone’s throw of where the tramway cars stop for 
the enfrance to the park. The hall has been painted and 
decorated by the members themselves. Mr. Ward and Mi33 
Robins in especial have been unceasing in their efforts to show 
that the cause of Secularism is not decaying in their district. 
The society, though a comparatively new one, has a large 
membership, including two vice-presidents of the N. S. S., 
and has a good library under the charge of Mrs. Samson. Mr. 
Foote opens the hall on Wednesday next, Oct. 21, at eight 
o ’clock. After his address there will be brief speeches by 
various gentlemen. Messrs. Holyoake, Robertson, Parris, 
Forder andG. and S. Standring are expected, and a musical and 
dramatic entertainment will follow. It i3 hoped that all 
Freethinkers in the neighborhood will attend, and, by joining 
the Branch, help to assure the success of the new hall.

Monday was the Jews’ YOm Kippur, or Day of Atonement, 
and the Freethinking Jews in London kept it in a most un­
orthodox fashion. They had a big afternoon meeting at the 
Hall of Science, which was crowded in every part. Speeches 
were delivered in German and Yiddish, and every advanced 
sentiment was applauded to the echo. Mr. G. Standring 
spoke in English, and was heartily greeted. Mr. Foote 
addressed the meeting, also in English, before it broke up, a 
little before six o’clock. The President of the N. S. S. was 
given a splendid reception, and his remarks were cheered 
vociferously.

This year’s meeting of our Jewish Freothought friends was 
larger than last year’s. The movement seems to be growing 
rapidly amongst the London Jews.

A welcome relief in the lectures at Milton Hall (a corres­
pondent writes) was given on Sunday evening last, when Mr. 
Coppock, F.C.S., delivered a very able lecture on “  The Age 
of the Earth.”  The chair was occupied by the Secretary of 
the London Secular Federation, who, in introducing his 
friend, remarked that after thoir liberal indulgence at that 
hall in a yuasf-philosophical hotch-potch, it might act as a 
corrective to the intellectual datulenco which such mental 
diet tended to induce, if they came down from the clouds to 
what Borne might profess to regard as the “  lower plane ”  of 
material science, but which was nevertheless the region of 
ascertained fact. Mr. Coppock’s lecture was listened to with 
appreciative interest, and at the conclusion the lecturer was 
accorded a hearty vote of thanks for the lucid manner in 
which he had, in his leeturo and replies to questions, explained 
some of the latest researches in physical science ; and a wish 
was expressed that Mr. Coppock might again visit Milton Hall.

The American Freethinkers of the State of Washington 
have won a victory, the Attorney General of tho State having 
determined that the reading of the Bible in public schools is 
not in accordance with the spirit of the constitution.

B o w -£tee£t Police-court, on Friday afternoon, Oct. 9* 
was the scene of a peculiar trial. A  gentleman named 
Young, an Oxford M .A ., was prosecuted under the 
Post Office Protection A ct for sending an obscene 
object and three obsceno pamphlets through tho post- 
The “  object ”  was an articlo openly sold in scores of 
shops under the very eyes of the police. The pam­
phlets were three copies of a Malthusian leaflet* 
couched in the most inoffensive language. Mr. Yroung 
sent them in sealed letters, which were broken ope11 
by the Post Office authorities. It  appears that this 
department of “ the S ta te ” claims, and indeed 
exercises, the right of breaking open any and ever/ 
letter, even if registered, of spying into the contents* 
and of confiscating them if they happen to offend the 
susceptibilities of the inquisitors.

Mr. Young declared that his leaflets were only sent 
to married men, and no attempt was made to disprove 
this, although hundreds of his letters had been f°r 
months in tho hands of the police, who could haV0 
made inquiries of the persons to whom they wer0 
addressed.

Mr. Besley, who prosecuted on behalf of tho P°s, 
Office, the Homo Office, and tho Treasury, contend0 
that the letters were obscene because they taught tb
limitation of families. He positively declared that£
the only check to female immorality was tho risk 0 
maternity, and if this wore removed the British nat'0 
was lost. Surely this is a frightful libel on 10 
women of England. If their virtue is only ignoran00' 
we are in a very sad condition; and as Mr. ^ ° s -s 
talked about religion, we may ask him whether h0 
proud of such a state of things after so many center! 
of Christian training.

M r. Young made an able and a spirited dofe00 j  
but tho magistrate’s mind was clearly made up*1.1® 
he listened to the defendant with ill-concealed } 
patience. M r. Lushington shared Mr. Besley’s vl (J< 
of morality. He found that tho object was obsce g. 
He also found that the Malthusian leaflet was obsce 
Y et he allowed that there was nothing at all offer16 
in its lauguage. His judgment, therefore, come® 
this, that the most temperate discussion of the p ° "  
lation question is “  obscene.”  uC-

W e  must protest against this doctrine of cons t 
tive obscenity. A  book, pamphlet, or leaflet lS 
“ obscene”  simply because it is “ immoral.” ,-*-,* jg 
calling things by wrong names. “  Immorality ^ 0jj 
often a matter of opinion. W h at M r. T "
regards as immoral is regarded as highly 
by many men as able as himself 
less elevated character. I f  “ immoral

L ushing“;  |
niorv

and . -¡s
” doct1-ltl
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toay n ot b e  prom u lgated , let tbe law  d is­
tinctly say s o ; and let offenders b o  prosecuted 
accordingly. I t  is  cow ard ly  and h yp ocritica l to  
charge them  w ith  “  ob scen ity ,”  and then to  argue 
that a lthough  their language is irreproach ab le , they 
are gu ilty  o f  obscen ity  because their doctrines are 
‘ im m oral.”  This is a m ere trick  o f  the authorities 

to gratify  their vu lgar prejudices or to suppress the 
discussion o f  “  unpleasant ”  questions. A n d  the trick  
ttrnst be resisted . M r. Y o u n g  was fined £ 4 0  and 
posts, bu t ho has appealed  against the sontonco, and 
Jt is to b e  h op ed  that a d ifferent decis ion  w ill be  
given in  a superior court.

I k e  Freethinker  is  n ot con cern ed  w ith  any special 
solution o f  socia l prob lem s. Our business is  to fight 
th eology  and cu ltivate the P ositive  spirit. B ut we 
arP profoundly  in terested— in b o th  senses o f  the w ord 
r~iQ fair p lay and free discussion. M agistrates should
00 Bj t.fVrrr»?» f.n  axri1..rl c o r a  H Tin f. 4 cj a V »n o ir»oeo  fv\ tc7V»4/>1i

the
a terror to evil-doers. T h at is a business to w hich 
y are perhaps adequate. B ut it  is  farcical to make 

jhetn ju d g e s  o f  opinions, and overy lov er  o f  truth and 
listice should resist their usurpation .

M Y VISIT TO THE HOLY COAT.

11 Tl heads thereof judge for reward and the priests thereof 
leach for hire, and the prophet thereof divineth for money.” 
-M icah iii., 10.11.

■ a short holiday in Paris a week or two ago, I was 
exh ^  to call ou the Freethinkers of that city and
httl aD̂ e £ reet*Dffs- I was told that wo English had but 
C  h conception of the evil influence exerted by the French 
Q̂ tuolic priest on the homes and social life of the workmen, 
to 1earDest worker assured me that the greatest enemies 
0 ae cause of mental freedom were often those of their 

household. Unfortunately this is not confined to 
ace ; it ig go wherever the priests get a footing into a 

D a family. Their doctrine is, if you can’t convert the 
hiaS’ an-̂  y °u maF no*- hum him, the next best tkiDg is to 
Hep k*s children hate him. English mothers should take 

and follow Clifford’s advice to “ keep their children 
ifiank' ^ ° m or make them haters of

C  h*'e there, I was possessed with a desire to see the 
at f , oat °f Jesus Christ, which is exhibited to the faithful 
m^genteuil, an(j js said to have been placed there by 
givenema^?e on August 13 in the year 800. It had been 
horn n ° by an Eastern empress; where she got it 
got y 0<̂  on'y knows. No matter what disease you have 

have only to “  touch the hem of his garment ” and 
thou vf perfectIy cured. I knew it was foolish; but the 
thoufu being able to see it myself made all other
* ? hts fis slave ; and so with an English companion,
I Set the purpose of this description we will call Jack,

n ^ j 8 an enthusiast by nature, and, once the subject in 
to , 1 i}ad eyes and ears for nothing else. He wanted
Pfey
this
sh, '

g° to Treves straightway, but my sterner judgment 
,®d> and we went to Argenteuil. I was rewarded forbei Argenteuil.

Ôrypri CaUse h°iy sister in Christ, who eventually 
this n. Us th® sacred relic, took pains to remind us that 
kg atas,|1the real coat, and not that which they were sbow- 
ch°0SQ I ¡ eves. She considered we had been blessed to 
tagQ ■ tins one, and so did I ; because there was no advau- 
'vhpn Payinf? a small fortune to see a spurious article, 
Ui the real coat— the A1 at L loyd’s, reg istered -w as to 
Hjy ? . for a five-frauc piece. Oa arriving at Argenteuil 
pj| i leU(i  considered it consistent with the object of oui 
\v,, | aaoe that we should take sacrament; as he observed, 
tteaf • ^ade a good resolution, and he was resolved to 
1 j 't- The old lady o f the auberge laughed copiously as 
Se,3 Ulred the way, and ventured the remark that she had 
^ etl ........... -  - hadv OJj  j .  - -  *•—j  j u u u  » o m u i C U  L U O  1 01110,1 L’UcAU 5U C

pilgrims come there in her time, but she 
“ 'liSBif66!1.0110 who, like him, had the wisdom to fortify 

At i8r *  brandy and soda.
*¡8 to ttj11®'*'̂  We aPproached the spot, and an old nun took 
lighted*3 COal’ l*ie **ist P'ace> *-ke cathedral is not well 
Til* • aad you cannot approach nearer to the Sainte 
MatfQr° t0au about eight feet. First, there is a raised 
altar . and from this, at some four feet away, rises a tall 
4 sort of u again> in each case receding like a staircase, is 

1 bookcase, protected with bars of iron, heavy cur­

tains, and glass. Inside this is a smaller one, protected 
in the same way except that the bars are wide and hori­
zontal, with a hole two inches in diameter, through which 
you are supposed to see the coat. She told me that it was 
wound round a roller; aDd I-think she was winding me 
round her finger, for I looked above and below many times, 
but I could not see a bit of cloth to save my life, and I defy 
anyone else with normal eyesight to see it. Others who 
were there fell on their knees before it, but they asked no 
questions. I felt sure my companion would see it if but by 
the eye of faith, so I  turned to ask him to point it but to 
me, but, alas 1 he could not see it either. His faith was 
shaken, so he departed. As I commenced asking the old 
lady for a sign, she asked me if I was not a Catholic, to 
which of course I replied “ No,”  and without another word 
she drew the curtain and went away. That a piece of 
cloth is there I am willing to believe, but I could not see it.

As they said they had a piece of the true cross and the 
crown of thorns at Notre Dame, we returned and paid a 
franc with alacrity. Needless to say, the whole thing was 
a fraud. The only thing in the way of a relic came in the 
shape of a tooth of one of the massacred innocents, richly 
set in jewels, etc. Jack’s face shone with a spiritual glow ; 
he said there could be no doubt about this. I thought he 
was translated. I  knew then that I had found the English 
Mahatma, but when I pointed out that this was no milk 
tooth belonging to a child under two years of age, but was 
a huge molar that must have astonished many a beefsteak 
in its time, he came away convinced that all religion was 
either fraud or delusion. W ise men know it to be both.

H. Sn e l l .

JESUS AN AGNOSTIC.

W h en  Mr. Heaford speaks of the vanity of Jesus, surely 
he follows the very common practice of confounding the 
man with the nominal, though not practical, position 
accorded to him by sections of humanity. So far as the 
record goes, he appears to have been on the whole a very 
lovable character, a high moral teacher considering the 
times in which he lived, and certainly, more or less con­
sciously, an early Freethoughl martyr. Equally whether 
God or man he was of necessity, while human, a Free­
thinker, if he was to be an ensample of the nobility of 
manhood; for a teacher who does not proclaim the freedom 
of body and mind can awaken no responsive echo in the 
great soul of humanity. It is one of the most ordinary 
requirements of the Freethinker to have to leave “  father 
and mother, and brethren and sisters,”  for what he esteems 
the “  kingdom of heaven's sake.”  And all honor to him for 
i t ! It  is also the burden of every moralist’s teaching, 
Freethinking or otherwise— “ Come unto me, and learn o f 
me ; and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  It must be so 
to auy teacher with faith in himself and enthusiasm for hi3 
cause. Jesus was born at a time when a sacrificial priest­
hood was in force, and among a “ peculiar people”  and a 
“ stiffnecked”  race, who believed in a revengeful god 
requiring to be pacified by the blood of bulls and of goat s 
and of doves. And such an easy method of vicarious and 
comparatively cheap religion has always had for many men 
an attraction difficult to eradicate. For hundreds of year s 
some of their prophets had tried to show them that the only 
thing the Lord required was “  to cease to do e v il; learn to 
do well.”  And Jesus impressed the same upon the people. 
But they could only receive meat for babes. They could 
not all at once eradicate the idea of a revengeful Father, 
so Jesus modified this by giving them the idea of a loving 
one. Allowance should always be made for the oldtime 
personification of everybody and everything; for oriental 
imagery, idealism, and verbal inexactitude. The ever old 
aud ever new doctrine of love and brotherhood had 
naturally its full share of this. In such expressions as “  I 
aud my Father are one,”  the ordinary Christian educes two 
Gods into oue. Though this seems a sufficiently far-fetched 
conclusiou, some will say that otherwise the phrase possesses 
no meaning. On the contrary, if you take it as stating 
that he knew uo outside God apart from himself and his 
own perception, the expression is replete with meaning; 
and he stands before us, at least, agnostic; possibly, 
atheistic. And this is at bottom the standpoint of both 
Christians and Freethinkers, though they arrive there in 
opposite ways. The Christian elects man as “  God,” 
almost invariably in his own manly image. The Free­
thinker knows nothing beyond nature and his own -per-
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ceptions of it and and himself, and elects himself as the 
most “  Godlike ”  by virtue of such perception. The result 
is much the same ; the method different.

Ma t t . Brown .

EFFECTS OF THE SPIR IT .
The Indian W a r  Cry (July G) has the following illustra­

tion of the operation of the holy spirit:—
“ A  brother and sister were praying much for the out­

pouring of God’s spirit and a revival. But they got no 
answer to their praying and no revival came. Still they 
went on praying and working, and one day while in prayer 
the brother felt that God told him he must separate himself 
from all idols. lie  said, ‘ Yes, Lord, I am ready to do so,’ 
and the Spirit then showed him that he made an idol of a 
favorite dog, and said distinctly, ‘ You must

SHOOT YOUE DOG 1’
It was a sacrifice and the servant when told to do it refused, 
thinking the master did not mean i t ; so he had to take the 
gun and shoot it himself. The next day, strange to say, the 
sister had as clear a conviction from God that she should

DESTROY HEE FAVORITE PAItKOT.
She at first struggled against the idea, thinking it was her 
own thought or notion. But the Spirit spoke still more 
powerfully, and showed her it was an idol and she must let 
it go if she wished to get the answer to prayer. And so 
she destroyed it.”

Next day their prayer was answered. Evidently they 
were inspired by Jahveb, who in the old days told Abraham 
to slay his son.

B O O K  C H A T .

Mrs. Bonner has collected and published through Mr. 
Forder the very characteristic “  Doubts in Dialogue ”  which 
Mr. Bradlaugh wrote from time to time in his journal. The 
volume is neatly printed and bound, and the price is one 
shilling. Every Freethinker should provide himself with a 
copy. It contains the last and ripest Atheistical writing of 
our dead leader. There is no liferary embellishment, but 
plenty of sheer hard thinking. Young Freethought advo­
cates will find materials here, at least in germ, for scores 
of good lectures. The last Dialogue is on Jesus. It was 
first printed on Jannary 11, 1891, a little more than a fort­
night before Mr. Bradlaugh’s death. And the last, words 
of the Dialogue are these : —“ The alleged life of Jesus is 
to me impossible. I simply cannot believe it.”  Surely 
this is a sufficient answer to the siily talk about Charles 
Bradlaugh’s “  becoming more Christian ”  towards the close 
of bis life.

*  * • *

Nei<jld>orlmd Guilds is the title of a new volume in Son- 
nenscheiu’s “  Social Science Series.”  The writer is Dr. 
Stanton Coit, the lecturer at South-place Institute. It is a 
very interesting volume, though the author is sparing in 
literary adornment. He is anxious to spread the social 
experiment he has himself been conducting, apparently 
with much sucoess, at Leighton Hall, in Kentish Town. 
The essence of this experiment is the bringing together for 
extra-domestic life of people of all grades of society. It 
is difficult to give a fair idea of Neighborhood Guilds in a 
few  sentences. One point, however, is worth a special 
notice. The Guilds provide for social recreation as well as 
mental and moral culture ; they are also strictly demo­
cratic ; and they are kept down to a certain number of 
members, so that it may be possible for them all to know 
each other.

* J* *
Dr. Coit’s book is worthy of the serious attention of 

social reformers. W e scarcely think the Guilds are of such 
far-reaching promise as he imagines, but a little exaggera­
tion is allowable to an honest enthusiasm. In one sense, 
at any rate, we feel that he has “  got hold of the right end 
o f tbo srick.”  W e wish him all success in his generous 
efforts to make a rational and humane impression on the 
Modern Babylon.

*  *  *

Thoughts on Religious History, by the Hon. A. S- G. 
Canning, reaches us from Eden, Remington, and Co. Tne 
author is a man of culture and refinement, and his observa­
tions on Religious History have therefore a certain interest; 
but we cannot say he is either original or profound ; while 
his semi-supernatural Christianity (if we may use the

expression) leads him into blunders. For instance, he 
remarks that “  The character o f Jesus himself is very 
slightly glanced at in Gibbon’s history.”  This is quite 
true, but a better knowledge of Gibbon and the subject 
would have prevented the 'remark. Gibbon knew, what 
Mr. Canning does not, that “  the character of Jesus ”  is a 
hopeless theme for discussion or speculation. For the rest, 
we recognise the spirit of tolerance which Mr. Canning 
displays. Probably the wish was father to the thought in 
his statement that 11 Opinions the most extraordinary, and 
speculations the most daring, about religion are now uttered 
or diffused without the former danger of either legal 
penalty or social degradation.”  W e are sorry to say that 
this is far from true.

*  *  *

Mr. Josiah Hughes, a Freethinker, has published through 
Simpkin, Marshall, and Co., a volume entitled Australia 
Revisited. It is very readable and interesting. Mf- 
Hughes kept his eyes open during the voyage and his 
travels in Australia, and his book is full o f valuable in* 
formation. The style is light and chatty, though never 
vulgar, and carries the reader along without a hitch. At 
the end of the volume is a sketch of the author’s life, which 
shows that he left the Christian Church because he could
not believe its legends and dogmas.

*  *  *

Darkest World turned into Brightest Glory is the title 
a very bulky volume sent to us from the Christian Coin- 
monwealth Publishing Co. The author is Mr. J. W. Hek' 
blethwaite, who appears to be a City merchant and a grc»t 
friend of the Salvation Army. The book itself is a curiosity' 
One half of it is a pious rhapsody ; the other half D 11 
descriptive catalogue of the “  Principal Towns of th(‘ 
W orld.”  The catalogue is valuable ; the rhapsody is fair1/  
well written, but worthless. On page 17 there is a ref«rj 
ence to Atheism. “  It is a fearful thing to be an Atheist) 
says Mr. Hebblethwaite, and he adds : “  No matter wb» 
good or noble work for worldly benefit of humanity, sucu 
as the late Mr. Charles Bradlaugh may have done, yetl 
methinks, his fearful eud ought to be a serious standi'1-- 
warning to all meu.”  Ilis fearful end! What does tb0 
man mean ?

*  *  *
Mr. Hall Caine’s powerful but sombre “  Scapegoat' 

which has boen appearing in the Illustrated London Ar<;i< j  
depicts the condition of the Jews in Morocco, and isallo'f0 
to present a graphic picture of their inner life.
Caine is now going to Russia to do a similar 'v°ji 
on the Russian Jews. His present romance wo" . 
have been better for a little humor. Mr. Caine sbo11̂  
have worked in the following historic anecdote a bo1' 
the Jews of Algiers. A  speculating but ignorant 
chant once made the mistake of sending there a &Te 
of cheap hats. In a country where only turbans 
worn this was a bad enough blunder. But a way was fo'1 
out of the difficulty. A  good bribe was given to the 
who thereupon proclaimed that no Jew should »Pl’j^ 
abroad without one of these hats, which proved a prom11 
speculation.

B R A D L A U G H  M E M O R IA L  FU N D .
J. Drowry, Is. Per G. Nightingale (card 165): Atkin60" ’, j, 

Atkinson,junr.. 2s.; J. Barraolough, Gd.; W. West, 19,L): 
Watkin, Is .; Sorgt. McKay, 5s. Per II. Porter (card 1 ;
II. Porter, la .; G. Vickers, Is .; A Tory, Oil.; K. A-» ^ ; 
X. Y. Z , Gd.; Agnostic, I s .; J. Cherry, Is.; 13. K. 13ccle6> ^ ■ 

Mrp. Johnson, 10s. Per A. Watkin (card 58; : A. Walk'"’ j, 
P. Itamsoy, Is.; Bachelor, 2s.; Dicks, Gd.; Eldridgc, ’riii 
Smith, 6d.; W. Smith, 3d.; Moore, Gd.; Hunt, Gd.; G111 
Cd.; B. B., Gd.; Horton, Is.; King, Gd.; Smallsize, Gd.;
3d.; Pago, 3d .; Goddard, Is.; Ohinnory, 3d.; Ball, ’ jC|ii 
Murray, Gd.; M. A. Fisher, Gd.; F. Smuin, Is .; 0. Soul*1 ¿|. 
Is.; II. Long, 3d. T. Baden Powell, £ l ; W. II. BuK«r'. ,1. 
Per T. Peters (card 101) : T. Peters, Gd.; Mrs. Peters, <’> ■ 'j,,; 
Peters, Gd.; F. Ilillhournc, Is.; Radical, Is .; II. Bi'oflTl’ ]{c'i 
G. Goodson, la .; J. Lambert, Gd.; J. Onslow, Gd.; G- 
Gd.; 0. Ash, Gd.; W. Thomas, Gd.; A. Mitchell, GJ- ? e\ufd’ 
Pyno (Port Elizabeth, South A frica): R. B., 10s.; L- . lb 
10s.; J. Johnson, 10d.; G. Dann, 10s.; A. Dixon,
Pyne, 10s.; D. J., 10s.; R. Wilkinson, 5s.; W. Baxter» . h 
Butters, 5s.; W. Girvin, 5s.; Thistleton. 5s.; Risk, ßJ.’ 
Hancock, 5s.; W. Briggs, 5s. ; J. Carr, 2s. Gd.; II. Glass,¿jia0' 
Imperial Friend, 5s.; Mack, 2s. Gd.; J. Pearce, 2s. 6J.»f 
tyne, 2s. Gd.; J. Irving, 2s. Gd.; A Friend, 2s. Cd.
2s. Gd.; A. Pinkett, 2s. Gd.; R. Lawrence. 2s. Gd.; **• r ¡¡*1 
2s. 6d.; D. Dath, 2s.; 11. S„ 2s. Gd. ; D. II., 2s.; D- "
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B L E S S IN G S  IN  D IS G U IS E .

“  Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth”  (Heb. xii., 0). According to 
this he is a close imitation of the patriarchal tyrant. But 
'vhat a consolation it is to know, when you have got the 
toothache, that your “  whacky, whacky, whack ”  comes from 
a Moving father’s hand. ____

h'ghtning struck a church at Tolmezzo, Germany, during 
niass and killed three persons. But then they doubtless 
Went to Abraham’s bosom. _

L is said that more than one half of living species of 
atirnals are parasites, living on and often in others. This is 

Proof that things are made for the greatest good of the 
8reatest number.

The unsearchable wisdom of the Unflndable is displayed in 
Zymotic diseases. These afford a high old time to animalcule 
terras, who revel in an epidemic and find their worst fo9 in 

.ation. What we call disease is the bursting into life of 
yriad germs, all longing to sing their Maker’s praise. What 
ernafort it is to know that cancer and cholera morbus spread 
naer divine guidance.

Tive hundred hogs were roasted alive at the fire at Squire’s 
eat packing-house, Boston. Their outcries were pitiful. 
a the Lord likes the smell of roast meat.

J^onsands of Russian peasants are reported to be 
ha
^  this should

r°M famir
dying

ha ~ ,‘ aujine W the country round Baku. Vast numbers 
, 9 ‘ eft their homes and are without either food or shelter. 

Ibis should stimulate the benevolent feelings of the
^ i-to-do.

The black bread which most of the Russian peasants are 
compelled to eat is but a mixture of chaff and pig weed, 

aila is usually covered with mildew. A  traveller says, at 
j it;ry station crowds of miserable peasants are seen who have 

t their villages in the hope that bread will be brought them 
y the trains. Many are in the last stagjs of fever.

JL 
b th e

any Scotch farmers bave had their harvest utterly spoiled
Ia rains. This is explained as being owing to other 
ifere^ 3 having wickedly got theirs in when the Sundays

AWca possesses the most terrible of spiders, a being 
hotrô , an  ̂ malignant that no reptile compares with it for 

St U dwells in the woods, but by one chance or another 
t a u t e n  finds its way into dwellings. This is called the 
in pr , > with legs spread, it covers a dinner-plate, clothed
parr , y Gr like a tabby cat’s. Its beak is the shape of a 
to w. 8’ an(l the size of a sparrow’s ; the venom of it fatal 
say I? en and children— often to strong men, as the natives 

b 3 Paws encl ' n suckers, clinging so tight that they 
say ^ 6 picked off when the legs have been cut away. They 
its i 1, the brute springs a great distance, and alights with 
llick 618 ^°oelhor in a bunch ; the frightful beak is inserted 
t^ ou s3 th° ught, and no human strength can move that 
has „ 0 excrescence. It seems unlikely that a creature which 
coniq ■ aw3> hat holds on by expelling the air under its feet, 
h> ben > hut, after studying the tarantula, one inclines 

879 any fiendish habit attributed to it.

^°r October has a paper on “  The Plague of 
*Hilita ’ re êrring especially to Algiers, where the whole 
Greaj_ T rcsources were employed in vain against these pests. 
,a<kanc- renches miles in length were cut in front of the 
lr°n rr.li ® army. which was destroyed in millions with lime,
t k : / ° Uers. ■ -  -aeirpro *i’’ e"C"  etc- the insect army went on, leaving
Slk sui ®,eny to destroy the crops, and poison (by their whole- 

mides) any wells left open.
Th -------

C.0llr»tryaT‘P0arixnce of locusts in Southern Italy and the 
<• t of tlQ,r ^he mouth of the Rhone reminds the correspon- 
|lQ,e thal n rmin PaPer that this is by no means the first 
°cal bj3, the latter district has been visited by them The 

a tetal ° ry '̂ ■r ês mentions between the years 1545-1576 
' 3 cUsk>r° 0e38es at ' aw aga>n8t the locusts ; for at that time 
lian>mat0ta ®.tUl 8urvived of subjecting animals and even 
Cll’irch °hjects to trial, sentence, and tho ban of the 

’ h,3t as if they were human beings. In 1565, when

the locusts laid waste the region in question, the people were 
in despair, and forthwith demanded their expulsion. Accord­
ingly a summons calling upon the insects to appear before 
the court of the “  Official ”  was issued and proclaimed 
throughout the fields around Arles. As in due time the 
locusts, who it may be presumed were wary of justice, failed 
to appear, a well-known advocate named Martin was appointed 
to plead for them “  in absentia.”  The defence was admirable. 
The locusts, said Maitra Martin, were but instruments in the 
hand of G jd for the punishment of those who refused to pay 
the tithes due to the church, and to lead them to penitence 
and the renewed fulfilment of their duty. He submitted, 
therefore, that the curse should not be pronounced against 
the “ defendants,”  but that they should be regarded as bless­
ings in disguise, and suffered in patience till God should 
remove them. But this pious defence failel. The locusts 
were formally cursed, and called upon to leave the country 
without delay. The record adds that notice of appeal was 
given against this decision, but that before the day of hearing 
arrived the locusts, probably finding their quarters no longer 
safe, had llown to seek fresh fields.— Daily News.

THE IDENTITY OF CREATOR AND CREATION, 
THEIR ORIGIN IN SELFISM (EGOISM).

Pbay allow me the small amount of space necessary-to venti­
late, for the more thoughtful of your readers, the above 
strictly scientific formula of subjective mentation, which, by 
transferring Creation and Creator from the sphere of the 
superhuman to that of the merely human, and ultimately to 
that of natural function like respiration, makes each individual 
of humanity, or egoity, the surrogate and sapplanter of a 
superhuman Deity— a position which affords to Freethought 
a complete, short, and summary vindication. A  Theodicy 
of an omnipotent, unconditioned, and transcendent Supreme 
Being clearly nowadays, with the spectacle of evil in the 
world as never before so vividly realised as in our age of 
demonstrated medical and other science— seems no longer 
credible or tenable. Demography and hygiene (defined by 
Dr. Tarkes as supreme culture of mind and body— not merely 
sanitation, as the term is vulgarly considered) must be the only 
religion of the future. At first blush it seems startlingly 
absurd to postulate self and not self-creation. It superficially 
resembles the motherhood of Cod, as embodied in the 
Theotokos or Virgin Mary. But on reflection, this sense of 
surprise and absurdity must disappear, as this world-scheme 
only amounts to the postulate, that in the relative or non­
absolute and conditioned sphere to which our race is confined, 
all consciousness— precept and concept alike—is purely 
mental (cerebral)— a truism indeed, not free from tautology 
like that of the syllogistic major and minor premiss. Outside 
the domain of personal consciousness it seems quite patent 
we cannot range, since it lands us in blank nothingness. It 
is equivalent to predicating the impersonality of knowledge, 
i e., its objectivity or externality. It is the affirmation of the 
thing per se, not of the thing per me, a predicament hitherto 
held necessary by special scientism ; only the halfway house 
resting-place to Truth, though its necessary preliminary or 
starting point. In its pretence to avoid anthropomorphism, 
and, on this view, ai/to-morphism, it finds it essential to 
predicate two factors— the “  thing ”  perceived or percept, and 
the percipient— a dual fallacy, superseded by this auto- 
monisrn, which in the last analysis unifies the seemingly two. 
This unified analysis is tantamount to the now quite familiar 
notion that the god or gods worshipped as divinities, like 
every “  thing ”  else in sense or thought, are only creatures of 
the latter, and that it, in its turn, is equivalent to tho 
affirmation that the Ego or /  generic is the parent, not the 
son of Deity. Inter alia, this bi.d’s-eye view of things com ­
pletely humanises the sacrosanct Christian myth, which, like 
Jainism, Buddhism, Islam, Zjroasteiism, etc., does mitigate 
the inexorable cruelty of natural law or religion, and supplies, 
on degrading terms it is true, a modus vivendi with nature’s 
otherwise intolerable putative author. Natural religion is 
thus the fire, and revelation only the frying-pan. We believe 
this readily enough in the case of the Greek oracles and 
Polytheism generally. Its extension to all forms of Mono­
theism, including that of Zion, is nowadays equally impera­
tive. Cod is clearly just as much a nonentity as a personal 
devil. Jehovah, Jove, Lord, Father, Allah or Brahma, etc., 
are all alike of cranial origin. E ich of us, gentle or simple, 
learned or unlearned, may pose as the latter, of whom esoteric 
Hinduism teaches that Brahma, looking round, can see 
nothing but himself. Mut ito nomine fahula de nobis narratur,

R. Lewixs, M.D.
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P R O F A N E  JOKES .
Girl in church looking for the collect— “  George, is this 

the Sunday before Trinity.”  George— “ N o; it is the Sunday 
before the St. Leger.”

Mrs. Pigins, a true self-satisfied bigot, of comfortable 
creed and circumstances, when she heard that so-and-so were 
likely to be partakers of the kingdom of heaven, exclaimed, 
“  God forbid!”

A  boy came home from school very much excited and told 
his father that he believed all human beings were descended 
from apes, which made the old man so mad that he replied 
angrily— “  That may be the case with you, but it ain’t with 
me ; I can tell you that, now.”

Lord Howe gives the following account of one of his crew, 
an Irishman— “  The fellow was brave, but a little too fond of 
a can of grog, yet never omitted to repeat this prayer every 
night as he went to his hammock, ‘ I never murdered any 
man, and no man ever murdered me. So God bless all man­
kind.’ ”

A  French author tells the following story illustrative of the 
“  passion strong in death.”  A Parisian usurer was on his 
death-bed, and the priest, to awaken in his bosom thoughts 
of his approaching dissolution, held before his glazing eyes a 
silver crucifix. “  I can lend yon,”  said he, faintly, “ but a 
small sum on so small a pledge, sir.”

S U N D A Y  M E E T IN G S .
[Notice« of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
Dali’s Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green-road: 7, Mr. 

J. B. Coppock, F.C.S., “  Delusions Scientifically Explained.” 
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30, 

Mr. H. Snell, “ Christianity and Materialism.” Monday, at 8, 
social gathering. Wednesday, at 7.30, dramatic class. Thursday, 
at 8, committee meeting.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, S.E.: 7.30, Mr. W. Ileaford, 
“ A Freethouglxt View of Christ.”

Finsbury Park—1 Eock-street, Blackstock-road: Wednesday, at 
8, opening of Hall by Mr. G. W. Foote.

nail of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 11.15, Mr. Arthur B. Moss, 
“ John Stuart Mill ” (admission free); 6.45, musical selections ; 7.15, 
Mr. G. W. Foote, “ Man, Nature, and God.” Thursday, at 8, Mr. 
G. W. Foote, “  The Gospel of Freethought.”

Milton Hall, Hawley-crescent, Kentish Town-road, N .W .: 7, 
orchestral band ; 7.30, Mrs. Annie Besant, “ The Life of Paracelsus.’ 
Monday, at 8.30, social meeting.

West Ham — Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow : 10.30, 
quarterly meeting; 6, tea and social meeting, after which Sir. F. 
Haslam will give “ Some Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh ” 
(tickets, 9d. each). Thursday, at 8, open debate.

West London— Clarendon Coffee Palace, Clarendon-road (close 
to Latimer-road Station): Friday, at 8.30, discussion.

Woolwich—“ Sussex Arms,” Assembly Boom, 60 Plumstead- 
road (entrance, Maxey-road): 7 30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Materialism, 
Spiritualism, Theosophy.”

OPEN-AIE PKOPAGANDA.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, Mr. G. Shambrook, “ What is the 

Use of Prayer?"
Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11,15, Mr. C. 

Cohen will lecture.
Camberwell—Station-road: 11.30, Mr. W. Heaford, “ Beason 

and Eevelation.”
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 6.30, Mr. C. Cohen will 

lecture.
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11 30, Mr. Stanley Jones, 

“ Jesus and his Parents” ; 3.30, Mr. F. Haslam, “ Miracles of the 
Old Testament,”

Ilammersmith-bridge (Middlesex side): 3.30, Mr. J. Fagan, 
“  What is Sin ?”

Hyde Park (near Marble A rch): 11.30, Mr. II. Snell will 
lecture.

Kilburn—Salisbury-road (close to Queen’s Park Station): 3, 
Mr. E. Bowles, “ Prophecies Concerning Christ.”  In Market-place, 
Canterbury-road: 6, Mr. St. 1 i n ,  “ A Criticism of Some Claims 
of the Church.,’
fcilLeyton (open space near Vicarage-road, High-road): 11.30, Mr. 
J. Fagan, “ The Apostles’ Creed.”

Mile End Waste : 11.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Christian Sophistry.” 
Old Pimlico P ier: 11.30, Mr. F. Haslam, “ What we have 

Gained by Freethought.”
Stratford—Matthew’s Park Estate, Ham Park-road: 3.30, Mr. 

S. II. Alison, “ Atheism or Christianity: Which.”
Tottenham (corner of West Gree.- -road): 3.30, Mr. Sam Stand­

ring, “ Why I Never Pray.”
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15, Mr. C. Cohen will 

lecture.
Wood Green — Jolly Butcher’g-hill: 11.30, Mr. Standring, 

“  Jonah and Nahum.”
COUNTEY.

Birmingham— Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge-street: 
11, public debate on “  Theosophy and Spiritualism,” introduced 
by Mr. Charles Watts; 7, Mr, Charles Watts, “ Science: its Con­
flict with the Church.”

Bradford—Albert Buildings, bottom of Great Horton-road : Mr- 
J. G. Fisher, 3, “ Evolution of Man ” ; 7, “ The Population
Question.”

Glasgow—Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: noon, debating 
class, AnE:say; 6.60, Mr. James Robertson (President Spiritualist’s
Association), “  Theosophy, I__ The Theosophical Society: its
Origin.”

Huddersfield—Friendly and Trades Societies’ Club, No, 2 Room, 
Northumberland-street: Tuesday, at 8, business meeting.

Leicester—Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate: 6.30, Mr. J. M- 
Robertson, “ Modern English Politicians.”

Liverpool—Camden Hall, Camden-street: 11, Tontine Society; 
7, Mr. Gowland, “ Christian Evidences and Christianity."

Newcastle-on-Tyne — Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 7, Mr. 0- 
Selkirk, “  Secularism : Destructive and Constructive.” 

Northampton—Coffee Tavern, St. Michael’s-road: Headings and 
discussion.

Nottingham—Mechanic’s Large Hall: Saturday', at 8, Mrs* 
Annie Besant, “ Theosophy and Occultism.”

Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, lecture by an old Member. 
Portsmouth— Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea: 

2.45, reading circle (in connection with the National Home Read­
ing Union); 7, Mr. Scarrott.

Sheffield—Hall of Science, Eockingham-street: 7, Mr. T. Gar- 
butt, “ Free Inquiry: the Sure Pathway to Knowledge.”

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, K in g -stree t ! 
7, a reading. -

Sunderland—Albert Booms, Coronation-street: 7, Mr. T. h-
Fox will lecture.

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N T S .
Touzeau P arris, 28 Rivercourt-road, Hammersmith, LontloBi 

W.—Oct. 25, Liverpool. Nov. 1, Battersea; 8, Milton Hall; 
Leeds; 22, Hall of Science; 29, Camberwell.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.— Oct. 1̂  
morning, Finsbury Park; 25, Birmingham. Nov. 1, West Ha111’ 
8, Nottingham.

A stiiur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotlierhithe, London, S-®' 
—Oct. 18, morning, Hall of Science; 25, Camberwell. Nov. 11 
Beading. ____,,

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordinaley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London,
Oct. 18, morning, Mile End ; 25, Manchester.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—Oct. 18, morning, H.v|[ 
Park. Nov. 15, evening, Camberwell; 22, evening, Ball’s P°D ' 
Dec. 20, evening, Camberwell. ______.

T oleman-Gaiiner, 8 Heyworth-road, Stratford, London,
Nov. 29, Ball’s Pond. __^

WORKS BY COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL-
Some Mistakes o f Moses. The only complete edition 

in England. Accurate as Colenso, and fascinating 
as a novel. 132pp.

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 
Defence o f Freethought. A  five hours’ speech at the 

Trial of 0. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy- ...
Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M. Wheeler 
Rome or Reason? A Reply to Cardinal Manning 
Crimes against Criminals 
Oration on W alt Whitman 
Love the Redeemer
W hy am I  an Agnostic ? Parts I. and II., oach 
Faith and Fact. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field ...
God and Man. Second Reply to Dr. Fiold ...
The Dying Creed...
The Limits of Toleration. A Discussion with the 

Hon. F. D. Coudort and Gov. S. L. Woodford 
A rt and M orality 
Do I  Blaspheme?
The Clergy and Common Sense ...
Social Salvation ...
Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s View 
The Great Mistake 
Live Topics 
Myth and Miracle 
Real B lasphem y...
Repairing the Idols 
Christ and Miracles 
Creeds and Spirituality ...

R. Fonmm, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, F.C * I)

HOW TO HELP US. tl>e
to exhibit the FrcethinUrI) Get your newsagent to cxiiion, mu n w —  f

window. , , - r *i,„ Freetti^oti) Got your newsagent to tako a fow copies of the c0pi 
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to tako 
that remain unsold. . „ m0i)g 1

I) Tako an extra copy (or more), and circulate it 
acquaintances.
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FREETHGUGHT PUBLICATIONS.
AU Orders to be sent, with remittance to It. F order, 28 Stonecutter 
Street, howlon, E.O. Rate of postage—Orders under od., one halfpenny ; 

orders under 6 d o n e  penny. Orders over 6d. post free.

*  AVELING, DR. E. B.
Divwin Made Easy. Cloth

Ur. Aveling is a Fellow of tlio London University, 
and this istliobest popular exposition of Darwinism 
extant.

p BACON, LORD
M ythology; or, the Wisdom of the Ancients

BENTHAM, JEREMY
ille Church of England Catechism Examined. A

trenchant analysis, in Bontham’s best manner, show- 
>ng how tho Catechism is caleulaiod to malco chil­
dren hypocrites or fools, if not worse. Sir Samuel 
Rom illy was of opinion that tho work would bo 
prosecuted for blasphemy, though it escaped that 
fate in consequence of tho writer’s eminence. With 
a Biographical Preface by J. M. Wheeler ...

Utilitarianism ...
p. COLLINS, ANTHONY

*ee W ill and Necessity. A Philosophical Inquiry 
concerning Human Liberty. First published in 
1715. Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations 
]jy 0 . AV. Foote, and a Biographical Introduction

s V  J. M. AVheelcr ... ... ..................
niPenor Edition, on superfine paper, bound in doth

T, n DIDEROT & D’ HOLBAGH
aa Code of Nature

FEUERBACH, LUDWIG
he Essence o f Religion. Cod the Imago of Man, 

plan’s Dependence upon Naturo the Last and Only 
Source of Religion

FOOTE, G. W.
Grand Old Book. A Reply to tho Grand Old Man. 
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. AVr. E. 
Gladstone’s “  Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture ” 

» Mound in doth ...
3 Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate 

with Annie Besant 
Superior Edition, in doth ...
Aistianity and Secularism. Fonr Night’s Public 

Debato with tho Rev. Dr. James McCann... 
superior Edition, in doth
^w in  on G o d ..................................................................

Edition, in doth ..................................
Ihfid i13ceilces °f Charles Bradlaugh ...............

'Sin, P eaLh-Bed3. Second Edition, much enlarged 
^Stt , r>or Edition, on superfine paper, hound in doth 
J)ej. Crs Lo the Clergy. First Series. l 2Spp.

? ce of Free Speech. Throo Hours’ Address to tho 
"fy before Lord Coleridge. AVith a Special Pre- 

lett aC° auU many Footnotes
ik j,ers to Jesus Christ ...

°s°Pby of Secularism 
ilio 'rv11 ail(l  M orality. Third edition
T h e p !j!eG<Kl -
O w i f f l 0' Pn,5rer

rs B nity and Progress. Roply to Mr. Gladstone 
2sant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism.

4a
A Story 

A searching

1 0

1 0

1 0
0 3

1 0
2 0

0 2

1 0

A Rejoinder to Mrs. 

Lotter to Madame

echlansnl and Theosophy.
>j, “ asant

1(1 New Cagliostro. An Opon 
■j, “ lavatsky ..................

ne Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop 
’ aguo on tho Sermon on tho Mount 
at;on Syrup; on, Light on Dahkest England. 

t y i ll°Ply to General Booth. Second edition 
iho o i^ as Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill ••• •

.Shadow o f the Sword. A Moral and Statistical
itQ * faay °n ..........................................................

p Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for tho 
The t?°P1b’ and what tho Peoplo do for Royally
"  as Tkn g  Atheist.

inquiry into tho
Fs t]le ‘‘ lal condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth 
The Inspired? A Criticism on Lux Mundi
y, A rT‘ Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist
Bible Rive Chapters.. ..................................

r(*Wr?Hances- New Edition. Revised and largely 
uuj I. ou-~~(l) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Evo 

10 Apple, Id .; (3) Cain and Abel, Id .; (4)

1 0
1 c

1 0
2 0

1 0
1 0
0 G
1 0
0 G
0 8
1 3
1 0

0 4
0 4
0 3
0 2
0 2
0 2
0 2
0 2

0 2

0 2

0 2

0 2
0 2

0 2

0 2
0 1

0 1
0 1

0 1

Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5 )  The Tower of Babel, Id ;
(0) Lot’s AVife, Id .; (7) Tho Ton Plagues, Id .; (8) 
Tho AVandering Jews, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id .; 
(10) God in a Box, Id.,; (11) Jonah and tho AYhale, 
Id .; (12) Bible Animals, id . ; (13) A Virgin Mother, 
2d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Cruci­
fixion, Id .; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Bible Heroes. First Series, in elegant wrapper
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noali, (3) Father Abraham, 
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Moses II., (9) 
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jeplithah 
and Go., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each

Bible Heroes. Second Series, in elegant wrapper ... 
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint 
David I., (16) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon, 
(18) Poor Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha, 
(21) General Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) Tho 
Prophots (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea), (21) 
St. Peter, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each singly. 

The Complete 1 Yorlc, bound in doth

G. W. FOOTE & W. P. BALL
Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring 

Christians. Complete, paper covers 
Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in doth 

Sold also in separate Parts as follows—
1. Bible Contradictions. Tho Contradictions are printed

in parallel columns
2. Bible Absurdities. All the chief Absurdities from

Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly 
arranged, with appropriate headlines, giving tho 
point of each absurdity in a sentence

3. Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wicked­
ness from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has 
a separate lieadlino for easy reference

4. Bible Imm oralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies

G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER
The Jewish Life o f Christ. Being the Seplier Toldoth 

Jcsliu, or Book of tho Generation of Jesus. With 
an Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes 

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in doth 
Crimes o f Christianity. Vol. I., cloth gilt, 2lGpp. 

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Autho­
rities. No pains spared to mako it a complete, 
trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of 
Christianity ...

HUME, DAVID
The M ortality o f the Soul. AVith an Introduction by 

G. W. Foote. This essay was first published after 
Hume’s death. It is not included in tho ordinary 
editions of tlio Essays. Prof. Ifuxley calls it “  A 
remarkablo essay ” and “  a modol of clear and 
vigorous statement ”

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against Free 
AVill and in favor of Moral Causation

NEWMAN, CHARLES ROBERT
(Atheist Brother of Cardinal Newman.)

Essays in Rationalism. With Prefacoby George Jacob 
llolyoako and Biographical Sketch by J. M. AVheeler

PAINE, THOMAS
The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by 

G. AV. Foote ...
Miscellaneous Theological Works

Complete Theological Worlcs, boun 
Rights o f Man. AVith a Political 

AVheoler. Paper covers 
Bound in doth ...
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0 4
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0 4
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l in doth
Biography by J. M.

SHELLEY
A Refutation o f Deism. In a Dialogue. With an 

Introduction by G. AV. Footo

THOMSON, JAMES (B.V.)
Satires and Profanities. New edition

Contents :—Tho Story of a Famous Old Jewish 
Firm (Jehovah, Son & Co.)—The Devil in the Church 
of England—Religion in tho Rocky Mountains— 
Christmas Evo in the Upper Circles— A Commission 
of Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy 
— Tho Ono Thing Needful.

WHEELER, J. M.
Biographical Dictionary o f Freethinkers of all Ages 

and Nations. Handsomely bound in cloth
Letters from Heaven
Letters from Hell
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NOW READY.

ESSAYS IN RATIONALISM.
By Charles Robert Newman

(Atheist Brother of Cardinal Newman).

With Preface by GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE and Biographical Sketch by J. M. WHEELER.
In Cloth Covers, 1 s, GJ.

ATHEISM AND MORALITY.
Third Edition.

By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence.

THOMAS PAINE’S COMPLETE THEOLOGICAL WORKS
Including “ THE AGE OF REASON.”

Price 2s. 6d. Handsomely Bound in Clotl). Price 2s. 6d.

T H E  GRAND OLD BOOK
A R E P L Y  TO

T H E  G R A N D  O L D  M A N .
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. AY. E. Gladstone’s “  Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

CONTENTS:
Preface— Preliminary View — The Creation Story— The Fall of Man— The Psalms— the Mosaic 

Legislation— Corroborations of Scripture— Gladstone and Huxley— Modern Scepticism.

Paper Covers, One Shilling. In Cloth, Eighteenpence.

M E D IC A L  ESS A Y S . Vol.I.
By l)r. T. K. ALLI.VSON,

I Spanish Placr, Manchester Squakk, London,W
Of the Author, for Postal Order for 1* 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy; 
Health ; Longevity ; Tho Teeth ; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco ; The Drink 
Question; Fruit: Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing: 
jigh t. Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness ; Eczema : Black­
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness ; Oough« and Cold»; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worm» ; Tape Worm» ; The Itch, Ac.

M E D IC A L  ESS A Y S . Vol. n.
Of the Author, for Postal Order for 1*. 2 d. 

Containing Articles o n : The Healing Power of 
Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health ; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Balt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness ; Want of Energy, A c.; Health Hints for Workers, 
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advico for the 
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of 
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlesfineas, Di­
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumour», «fee.

M E D IC A L  ESSAYS- Vol. in .
Post fr e e  from  the Author f o r  postal order for It. 2d 

It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No 
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, 
and How to Get It; The Management of Young 
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast 
lu g ; Perfect Foods; Green Foods, Suppers; Un. 
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration; 
Sea Ba'liing, Ac. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat 
"'“n u t; to Judge Wholemeal Bread ; to Breathe 
Properly ; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; I Live : to 
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to 
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause Rnd 
Cure of the following Diseases; Stomach Troubles, 
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boil» and 
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumgjs or Wens, Hay 
Fever, Winter Cough. Chilblain*, and on the Di» 
eaaes Produced by tailing Mercury.

No House is Complete without these Works. 
When ordering the Essays, be sure and atate whlcl 

Volume you require.
H Y G IE N IC  M E D IC I

0», THE ONLY RATIONAL WAY uF TREATING
DISEASE.

Everybody likes it who reads it.
Of the Author. for Postal.order ior If. Id.

R H E U M A T IS M  : IT S  C A U S E  AND C U R E
Post fret seven stamps.

P A M P H L E T S  FO R YO UN G  MEN*
Post frut 13 stamps.

Important Papers by Professor Huxley 
and Professor Momerio.

Ninth Year of Issue, mice Cd., by post 7?/l., 
THE

AGNOSTIC ANNUAL
For 1892.

Edited bv Chari.is A. Watts 
Possibilities and Impossibili'ies. Professor Huxley. 
The Growth of Agnosticism, it. Bithell, B.Bc.. Pli.'A 
After Many Years: A Poem. W. B. McTyggart. 
Sundays and Holidays. Samuel Laing. 
Kcelesidsticism. Professor Momerie.
Christ a Religious Creation. F. J. Gould.
Early Verses. The Late Constance Naden.
The Activities of Agnosticism. Amos Waters. 
Religion Without Superstition. Charles Watts.
Mr. Gladstone and Supernu.niralism. H. J. Hard-

wicke, F.R.C.S.
The Land of Death: A Poem. Salad in (W. Stewart 

Itoss).
The Triumph of Rationalism. Frederick Millar.
An Agnostic Homily. Hon. 0. K. Tuckerman. 
Eternal Life : A Poem. George Henry Martin. 
London : W. Stewart & Co., 41 Farringdon-street, E.C.

t h e

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. Gd. per doz . post free.

For further Particular« lend «tamped directed 
mrelope to

A, MOSS, 38 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

W. J. RencSell’s
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.” .

Recommended in "  Law of Population,” p. 32»
“  Wife’s Handbook,”  p. 51. ,

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 Cb»3' 
well Street, Clerkenwell, le>)

2s. doz.. post free (reduction in larger qua»“  ‘ 
For particulars send stamped envelope. 11 igg*n8 
Syringe, with vertical and reverse current,
4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Pali rev k Powder, J8' ¡„o 
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Maltan ^  
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of 
tion ”  and “ Wife’s Handbook,” 7£d. each, Po3Vrftfll 
—W. J. Rondell (J. Pullen, successor), 15 Cha 
Street, Clerkenwoll, E.C. Near tho “  Angel*”

MUSIC! MUSICI!

M R . FOOTE’ S  PO RTRAIT
By AMET.

Cabinet Sizo. One Shilling.
Post free, carefully packed, Is. Id.

i . i&n | UN , the Beupi«'» L>euci»v 436 ttiranu t,oppu 
O «ite Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE 
2a. 6d. eacn. upper or lower set, £1. Beat quality. 4* 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hour« 
when required, repairing or alteration* in two hours 
it you pay more than the above they are fanc.> 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7». Gd each; on 18*
old 16«.; «topping. 2» 6d #1 traction, 1» palnlen
V WAT' §•f

J # W. GOTT, 36 Villisrs Street, Brad-
* ford, offers best possible value in all kinds of 

Cloth an l Dress Materials. Any length cut. ¡Patterns 
post free. Terms, cash with prder.

IMPERIAL SIZE. VERY FINE. 
THREE SHILLINGS.

Post free, Ss.Sd.

CHURCH OF HUMANITY,
St. Mary’s Place, Newca3tle-on-Tync

Service every Sunday evening nt, Seven, wi'h 
Lectures in Explanation of Positivism.

AH Seats Freo.

2d. each. Full Size. 7 for *
ll'orcls and Music Guaranteed Correct■

Maggie Murphy’s Home. Song that reached rrt 
The Diver. Bogie Man. Tale of 

I’ll take you home, Kathleen. ^ ’PsVinet1*
Only to see her face again. Whiie 

Ra z/.lo Dazzle. Call me bftoj.
Pretty Pond Lilies Wait till the oloudj 

Bay of Biscay. Hearts of Oak. P'a.lsO
Robin Adair. Mist’etoo Bough Bloomi* ''”

S a eet Kiss Polka. Dewdmp VN ft1“ ’
Mountain Belle fc'chottische. Little Primr^

Send Stamp for Complete L*s •

O ff Cheapside , L ondon,
King Street Music Stoi^5’

" aqiO FREETHINKERS, Ladies and 
requiring Superior Cut GaimentB ft 

prices. First-class Stylo and Fit mr«®.*' rtf 
tf. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great 9 d troni90î  
Three doors from Regent Street. [* *
leading Freethinkers.]

IS SOCIALISM  o u i » »  v -
Verbatim Report of Four Night* 

between
ANNIE BESANT

AND

W A N T E D , Bed-Sitting-room, in Freethinkers'
» ’  Family, by Gentleman engaged during the day 

in tho City. Apply to F. It., c/o Mr. Fortier, 28 
Stonecutter.street, E.C

W ANTED, Situation.as Foreman Pattern-maker or j 
Leading Hand ; well up in general engineering ; \ 

moderato salary ; steady and trustworthy; excellent! 
references. II. C., 19 Albert-square, Moss Side, : 
Manchester. 1

G.-W. FOOTE- -
PRICE ONE 

S\ iperior Edition, in Cloth,
\ rfib uBT —Two nice Room., *0^

O- VlctoxU Sarli: rent uiorl«r;ue A“ , H„eb<.. .. ! ....... l' TOO * , ifnCI*
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23 Stonecut-er-street. London,


