
Edited by G. W. FOOTE.] [Sub-Editor, J . M. Wheeleb.
I

Yol. XI.—No. 35.] S u n d a y , A ugust 30, 1891. [ P b i c e  O n e  P e n n y .

SCOTCHED, NOT SLAIN.

Tiiose who have read our previous articles ou the 
Holy Coat exhibitions at Treves and Argenteuil may 
Hink that enough space has been devoted to such a 
ridiculous subject. It is possible, however, that the 
Present article will induce them to alter that opinion.

Hitherto we have treated this outburst of Christian 
*uperstition with jocosity, but there is a serious 
aspect of it which must not be neglected. Christianity 

often made Freethinkers laugh, but not unfre- 
luently it has made them weep tears of blood. Ab- 
s'Jrdity is not always a laughing matter. There was 
a comical side to the orthodox persecution of Charles 

radlaugh— but it killed him. Bigotry and super- 
[ltion are fit subjects for jest and ridicule; when 

gain power, however, they are apt to substitute 
oOny for laughter. Celsus ridiculed Christianity 

A1 He second century; in the fourth his -writings 
erc absolutely destroyed, and those who shared his 

?P]aions, and dared to express them, were on the 
road to the prison and the stake, 

j, "lore recent events teach the same lesson. Thomas 
â De treated Christianity not only with trenchant 

FSument, but also with brilliant derision. For this 
jQois’Jfiered ostracism and calumny, and for publish- 
g.|> He Age o f Reason Richard Carlile, his wife, his 
y(, er> and his shopmen rotted in English gaols. The

its
cond
Ch

W hin l¿er derided Christian absurdities, and
factors were sent to herd with criminals in a 

j  llsHan prison. Nearly everyone thought, as Sir 
Pl l0s Stephen declared in a legal text-book, that the 
bv Laws were obsolete; but it was proved
obs l Hexorable logic of fact that laws are never 
Phe° UDH  Hey are repealed. While the Blas- 
tj, Y  Laws exist they are always liable to enforce- 
cre V They are the standing menace of an absurd 

r H those who smile at it too ostentatiously.
Ho]° p18 exHnd the same line of reflection to this 
of ^°at business. Contemptible a>s it is to the eye 
Mio aS° D’ H excites the piety of millions of persons 
of . ,n®ver reasoned on religion in the whole course 
W0rn °lr lives. Hundreds of thousands of men and 
Otŷ  0n.will visit these sham relics of a Savior whose 
be ?Y sHnce is open to dispute. Superstition will 
spirij.lll'e<i to its depths. The bestial instinct of 
pi'Or,e . slavery inherited from ancient semi-human 
f e t o r s  will be intensely stimulated. The sacred 

011 ° f  priests will be heightened and intensified, 
af thnUSu ^ .b e forgotten that the pecuniary offerings 
<JV .Pilgrims will fill the coffers of Holy Mother 
W©aHi 1 wb° promises heaven to her dupes and seizes 

an^ P°wer on earth.
H o n iw tition scotched, but not slain. It has lifex C  i t  m is  m e
>rePK i be a peril to civilisation. Tho faith which c^ed c  ,i _ x _____ n _________8lo:siory Ho grandeur that was Greece and the 
scietln bat was Rome ”— the faith which buried the
b^der ’ artj philosophy and literature of antiquity 
Hick th ^ ^ H o u s  heap of brutal rubbish, out of 
He lam; 6 f̂Were slowly and painfully excavated after 

RrA ° ‘ a thousand vears— this same faith is still
xo* £27.]

dangerous to the highest welfare of mankind ; to its 
reason, its conscience, its sense of dignity, and its 
spirit of brotherhood; above all to freedom of 
thought, which is the sole guarantee of real and 
durable progress.

If we turn to Russia we see at a single glance the 
fruits of superstition and its twin-sister tyranny. 
The Czar is the head of the Church and the head of 
the State; not like Queen Victoria, whose sacred 
function is only indicated in Latin on our coinage, 
but in literal, prosaic fact. By means of a swarm of 
ignorant, and often drunken and immoral priests, the 
masses of the people are kept in wretched subjection 
— hewers of wood and drawers of water, toilers for the 
huge army of officials, aristocrats, and princes, and 
conscripts for the army ; while the best and noblest, 
in whom there still throbs the pulse of freedom, 
blacken the highways to the mines of Siberia, where 
hell is more than realised on earth, and the dreams 
of sour-blooded theologians aro outdone in misery 
and horror.

Over the rest of Europe, even in France, the 
secular State is often as insecure as the footsteps of 
travellers over thin ernsts of volcanic soil. Bismarck, 
the Titan, whose great work, with all its defects and 
failings, may appeal from the clamorous passing hour 
to the quiet verdict of history, only kept the Catholic 
Church and its Jesuits in check for a generation. 
He could not impair its vitality nor diminish its latent 
power. It is in Germany that the Coat of Christ is 
being exhibited, with priests and professors joining 
hands at the brazen ceremony of imposture; in Ger
many that myriads of pilgrims are wending their way 
to the shrine of an idolatry as ignominious as any
thing that Christianity ever supplanted.

Even in France the one great danger to the Re
public is Christian superstition. It is the Church, 
her priests and her devotees, that furnish the real 
strength of every reactionary movement. That con
summate charlatan, General Boulanger, took to going 
to church and cultivating orthodoxy when at the 
height of his aspiration for power. Happily he was 
defeated by the men of light and leading. Happily, 
too, the ablest and most trusted leaders of public life 
in Franco are on tho side of Freethought. It is this, 
more than anything else, that makes the country of 
Voltaire the beacon of civilisation as well as the 
“  martyr of democracy.”

Charles Bradlaugh, on a very solemn occasion, 
warned the Freethought party that even in England 
their great fight would ultimately be with the 
Catholic Church. He knew that superstition was 
scotched, but he also knew it was far from slain. 
While Freethinkers are laughing at this exhibition 
of old rags, called the Coat of Christ, they should 
pause for a moment to consider the serious meaning 
of such a grotesque display of superstition in the land 
of Goethe and Heine, and in the age of Darwin. Let 
us jest round our camp-fires, but let us grip our sword- 
hilts as we hear the cries, the jingle of weapons, and 
the tramp of men in the camp of our enemy.

G. W . FOOTE.
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HEATHEN DOCTRINES OF HELL.

The ordinary savage notion of a future state, being 
derived from dreams, is, like them, but a con
tinuation and distortion of present life experiences. 
Generally they believe in ghosts, without holding 
any such abstract notions as those of the immateriality 
and immortality of the soul. So far as they localise 
the place of dead, it is in the place of the burial, often 
conceived as the underworld, where the sun goes at 
night and whence he emerges in the morning. Dr. 
E. B. Tylor, who remains the first authority on savage 
belief, says:

“  Amongst the pictures into which this world has shaped 
its expectations of the next two great conceptions are espe
cially to be discerned. The one is that the future life is, as 
it were, a reflection of th is; in a new world, perhaps of 
dreamy beauty, perhaps of ghostly gloom, men are to retain 
their earthly forms and their earthly conditions, to have 
around them their earthly friends, to possess their earthly 
property, to carry on their earthly occupation. Tho other is 
that the future life is a compensation for this, where men’s 
conditions are re-alloted as the consequence, and especially 
as the reward or punishment, of their earthly life. The first 
of{ these two ideas we may call (with Captain Burton) the 
‘ continuance theory,’ contrasting with it tho second as the 
‘ retribution theory.’ ” *

Of these theories the doctrine of continuance is the 
earliest and most permanent, though in many races 
both are found to overlap. Some savage races look 
on annihilation as the eventual fate of most people, 
but not of themsel ves.

Dr. Tylor says (Primitive Culture, vol. ii., p. 19) : 
“  In the Tonga Islands, the future life was a privilege 
of caste, for while the chiefs and higher orders were 
to pass in divine ethereality to the happy land of 
Bolotu, the lower ranks were believed to be endowed 
only with souls that died with their bodies, and 
although some of these had the vanity to claim a 
place in paradise among their betters, the populace 
in general acquiesced in the extinction of their own 
plebeian spirits.” Tho French countess had a similar 
feeling who declared that God would think twice 
before damning a person of quality.

The Nicaraguans, much like the Christadelphians, 
believed that if a man lived well his soul would 
ascend to dwell among the gods, but if ill it would 
perish with the body and there would bo an end of 
it. The Greenlanders thought tho deserving would 
go to a warm climate, and when they heard of hell as 
a place of fire wanted to get there. The Dyaks of 
Borneo thought that everyone whose head they get 
possession of will be their slave in a future life. They 
consequently made a religion of “  head hunting,”  
accumulating the ghastly visages of their victims in 
their huts.

Savages often show indifference to life because 
firmly convinced, from their dreams and ghost belief, 
that another life follows which is the counterpart of 
this. The Hindu sati, or voluntary immolation of 
the widow on the funeral pile of her husband, is a 
well-known illustration of a widespread custom. 
Herodotus tells us how the Getans used to send 
messengers to their deities by killing them. But the 
notion of eternal torment is foreign to the savage 
mind. When told they will be burnt for ever, they 
always conclude they w. A be burnt up.

Some negroes think that after death they become 
white men— a curious idea found also in Australia, 
Tasmania, Tama, and New Guinea, in at least four 
distinct races.f

Some modes of death are supposed to kill the spirit 
as well as the body. Thus a Bushman having put to 
death a sorceress, dashed tho head of the corpse to 
pieces with large stones, buried her, and made a large 
fire over the grave, for fear, as ho explained, she

* Primitive Culture, vol. ii., p. 68. 
t Sir J. Lubbock, Origin of Civilisation, chap, v i , p. 240; 1889.

should rise again and trouble him. The Hervey 
Islanders believed that all who died a natural death 
are annihilated. Even the New Zealanders believed 
that a man who was eaten was destroyed both body 
and spirit. The same idea influenced the Californian 
Indian, who did not dispute the immortality of the 
whites who buried their dead, but could not believe 
the same of his own people, because they were in the 
habit of burning them.* Those who laugh at this as 
absurd should remember that ministers have preached 
against cremation on the ground that it will weaken 
the doctrine of the resurrection.

While the Jews doubtless shared in the ghost 
belief shown in the story of the witch at Endor, it is 
doubtful if they had any doctrine of immortality 
before the time of the Maccabees, the date of the 
book of Daniel. That first gives plainly the doctrine 
that “  many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt ”  (Dan. xii., 2).

The Hebrew Sheol, which is the equivalent of the 
Greek Hades, is variously rendered “  hell,”  “  grave,” 
and “  pit ” in the authorised version. It simply 
means tho underworld, and with no clear ideas of 
reward or punishment. Thus Jacob speaks of going 
to Sheol unto his son (Gen. xxxvii.,35), and of bring' 
ing his gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol (xlii., 38).

The Assyrians had the belief in the underworld, 
and one of their chief legends was that of the descent 
of Ishtar into Hades. M. Lonormant traces tho 
Assyrian conception back to tho early Accadians, and 
quotes from an Accadian work on Magic, in which 
Hades is described as “  the place where there is no 
more feeling. . . . the place where there is no 
blessing. . . . the tomb, the place where none can
see.” t

The ancient Greek view of Hades, or the under* 
world, and the Roman view of Orcus, was that of a 
dark, cheerless place for all, ruled over by Pluto. Bat 
a distinction was made between Elysium and Tar' 
tarus in the subterranean world of shadows. 
Homer tho inhabitants of Hades were empty shades? 
whom potions of blood alone can restore to partial 
vitality. Well might Achilles declare ho woul“ 
rather serve as a day laborer tilling the soil than rul® 
in the realm of the dead. Pindar teaches the doctrin0 
of transmigration, the wicked finding avenging g °0S 
and penal woes until, refined, they reach the island9 
of the blest. Plato makes the just and unjust receB0 
reward and punishment in tho after-life. Criminal 
received tenfold the evil they inflicted on others. Bn 
his Tartarus was not endless. The cries of tho wick0 
enduring punishment were torrible to the righteo 
souls within hearing. Contrast this sentiment wi 
the passages I have quoted in my Christian Doctrv 
of Hell, in which Christian saints and divines haVQ 
declared that the tortures of the damned will enkan 
the joys of the elect. jj

In the Augustan age tho Romans discredited j 
ideas of after-punishment. Cicero tells us in sey® s# 
places that all that was told of hell were falsj ^ 3
Seneca says the same— “ Illoo qua) nobis I Q'e , n 

J.................................. -  • Ts us tn»
Juveoab

n

faciunt terribiles fabula est.”  Lucretius tells us
of our own 
Spurgeon,

life; 
that

and
no one

only Acheron is that 
says much like Mr.
believes in hell. . mg

The Egyptian doctrine of a future life was iu s^ a3 
respects an anticipation of tho Christian. There ^  
not only the underworld, but a Hall of v0td
therein, in which the actions of the departed '̂ g 
exactly weighed. In one scale was placed tho 
of Truth, in the other the heart of the decease and 
all his actions. The justified rise with ^ £1Vollnied 
journey with him on his celestial path; the con . ^ g  
sink into some vile animal form, or hell, til A r0ugk 
are expiated, and another probation grante
renewed existence in human form.

* Ibid. ■ La Magie chcz Ics Chaldeens, P'
154.
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In the Persian belief we may find a close parallel 
to the Catholic doctrine of purgatory. Their hell was 
a temporary and purifying state; and although 
Ahriman, the evil principle, was supposed to triumph 
for a period, he was to be overcome and finally 
subdued by Abura-Mazda.

The Brahmans taught a belief in transmigation, but 
ao life is endless, and all at last are absorbed in 
Brahm. The Bhagvat Gita expressly states that none 
who do good go to an evil place.

The Buddhists have terrible pictures of their hells, 
Which are as innumerable as their heavens. But 
Hone of them are permanent. It is a central doctrine 
?f Buddhism that all conditions, whether on earth or 
m the heavens or hells, are impermanent. The only 
escape is to reach the unconditioned Nirvana. The 
^lohammedans have seven hells. The first is the 
Purgatorial hell, through which all Muslims have to 
pass before they enter Paradise; the second hell is 
f°r Christians; the third for Jews; the fourth for 
Sabeans ; the fifth for M agi; the sixth for idolaters; 
aud the seventh, which is a bottomless pit, for hypo
crites. But the Koran says (Surah xeix., 7), “ He 
Who does an atom of good shall see its reward.”

Isay, then, that the Christian doctrine of hell— and 
What that doctrine historically is I have shown in 

pamphlet with that title— is the most barbarous, 
(Malignant, and atrocious doctrine ever held concern- 

a future state. It rose among a savage people 
in a time of desperation, and it has remained the tool 
°f priestcraft and engine of superstition.

J. M. 'W h e e l e r .

Pr o b l e m s  f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  c r i t i c i s m .
B y  V a n  B u b e n  D e n s l o w .

( Concluded.)
.But those of them who have read anything of the 

> uysiology of procreation know that the mother has 
more to do with originating human life than has 

cradle, the trundle bed, or the homestead. 
uman Hfe originates absolutely in the male, and the 

for*a!e never supplies more than a nest and nutrition 
j a life previously begun. But Protestantism 

mands for its basis that the eldest child in Mary’s 
^merous family shall be believed to have been 
^Ueratod by the cradle or the homestead without 
lie1 mterP°sition of any occupant therein, as Catho- 
ha'801 demands that Mary shall also bo belioved to 

F? grown from nothing in the same way. 
et human nature is so constituted that millions of 

a w and women will organise for the propagation of 
adk that rests on these hysterics of unreason. 

^eanwhile no lasting organisation whatever is yet 
son ri on basis of scientific truth, or any rea- 
fel • 0 hypothesis, nor on any creed or opinion 
e.v lng to secular affairs or social interests. Who 
ow r advocates any of the latter must do so at his 
to V. e,xPense and to unwilling ears. Whoever helps 
Pon ; , r UP the former will find every wiud of
i n • r> P°Rtical, literary, and social influence blow- 
the to keep alive the same fiction. Only
®ter Uadetnoristrable in belief, can be advocated 
fn aaRy. Hence only fictions can live forever and 

\?v cr.
Fop

Pref., many years I was greatly in doubt why this 
t * e“ ce for a known falsehood over a demonstrable 
^hen Td<Jĉ ed so large a majority of mankind. But 
aml r kegan to perceive how unripe, ill-conceived, 
mass, 1Stake»  are all the first efforts of these same 
°Pinic)f3 °* mea frame an^ sensihle or even harmless 
I ? s aP°n social, economic, and secular questions, 
hotVe . a d*scovered that there is a long lapse 
solVo eu.t]10 quantity of perception required to dis- 
and , a 'a‘s6 theology, and the very much broader 
With ° f Cr trained intelligence required to think, 
^m an • f  and P1'0^  t0 society, upon questions of 

r'ghts and social welfare.

It is better that the minds of men should be 
occupied with harmless though fallacious illusious 
concerniug angelic and heavenly things than that any 
very considerable majority in a voting republic should 
come to imagine that society can be reformed or 
poverty abolished by limitless issues of Government 
notes convertible into a two per cent bond, as advo
cated by Edward Kellogg, or by the abolition of 
capital, or the taxation of rent, or by any other 
formula for razing the walls of Jericho to the ground 
by blowing on a ram’s horn.

The Church’s right to be, and power to sway, be
longs to the same category as the right of Shakes
peare and the theatre, or of Charles Dickens and the 
story paper. In none of these cases does the right 
rest on the historic truthfulness of the thing taught. 
On the contrary, very often the falser the bases the 
more fruitful is the result.

So long as the false allures by its romantic force 
and the true kills by its bald, dead bluntness— so 
long as the illusory call forth the affections, refines 
the sentiment, entertains the languid, and cheers the 
despondent, while the literal truth saddens, irritates, 
discourages, or tantalises, and especially so long as 
illusions, if they be such, concerning God, the angels, 
and the future life hold the minds of men away from 
the complexities of social inequality which their 
vanity, their impatience, and their indolence would 
combine to prevent them from comprehending or 
would lead them to suppose they comprehended 
when they did not, just so long these illusions are 
essential equally to the sanity of their victims and to 
the welfare of society. Hence there is no material 
change in the conditions which Gibbon perceived to 
exist in the manifold religions of ancient Rome. 
Now, as then, they are all “  to the vulgar equally 
true, to the philosopher equally false, and to the 
statesman equally useful.” No one who asks recog
nition from the vulgar as their equal will ever be 
foolish enough to question them. No one entitled to 
recognition as a philosopher will ever condescend to 
respect them. And it will be long ere any who rise 
into position as statesmen will cease to trade favors 
with them.

SUNDAY MUSIC SOCIETY, LIMITED, NEWCASTLE- 
UPON-TYNE.

T he movement for the rationalisation of Sunday, started 
some two years ago in Newcastle, entered upon a sew sphere 
of activity last Friday week, when the first meeting under the 
registered rules was held. Last November the peculiar 
people who prefer vinegar over every other ingredient in their 
theological hash, scored a victory at the municipal elections ; 
it was therefore deemed best to waive for the present the 
claim to have music performed in the parks, and on the 
other hand to organise the friends of a free Sunday and to 
conduct independent concerts. A society was formed, which 
a large number have signified their intention of joining, rules 
have been drawn up and duly registered under the Independent 
and Provident Societies Acts. The shares are £1 each, 
payable by easy instalments, and it is proposed to conduct 
both indoor and open-air concerts. Any profits after paying 
five per cent, on the capital, will be devoted to the objects of 
the society. At the meeting on Friday the committee was 
elected as follows : President, Mr. Joseph Brown ; treasurer, 
Mr. F. Cress well; secretary, Mr. Elijah Copland; four 
committee men and two auditors; The registered office is at 
74 Bath-lane, where all information relative to the society 
may be had. If the Freethinkers of the north come forward 
at once and strengthen the society, the spirit of bigotry, which 
has! for the present overclouded the prospects of Sunday 
music in the parks, will be speedily removed.

In the Truthscel:er (Aug. 15) Mr. J. E. Remsburg contri
butes a “  Bible Lesson ”  on the apparently puerile question, 
«  When Did Jehosophat Die ? ”  We think no sensible Chris
tian could read it without resigning belief in Bible inspira
tion. By an elaborate comparison of texts and Bible history, 
Mr. Remsburg shows that no less than sixteen different 
answers can be returned to this question, of which fifteen 
must be incorrect.
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METHODIST DECLINE.

to  is not so very long since the Rev. What Price Hughes 
as the Sunday Chronicle dubs him, publicly gloated over the 
idea that Secularisn was “  on its last legs ”  at a time when 
it had “  been dead for some time,”  and remarked that the 
sooner “  its corpse was buried, the better ”  it would be for 
the “  public health.”

According to the report in the Methodist Times of the 
Wesleyan Conference, which has just brought its business to 
a close at Nottingham, the position and prospects of the 
people called Methodists are not particularly bright and 
promising just now, and Mr. Hughes, if he has any sense 
of the ridiculous in his nature, must feel that in consigning 
the Secular Party to a premature grave, he was, not to put 
too fine a point on it, making an ass of himself, and 
must feel that he acted in the teeth of the old adage which 
says, “  that people who live in glass houses should not 
throw stones.” In this case as in many others, “  the wish 
was father to the thought.”

During the “  Conference Conversation on the work of 
God,”  the Rev. Joseph Posnett said he “  wished he could 
take as bright a view of things as had been taken by some
that d a y ; he confessed he could not..............He looked at
the net increase of the Connexion. It was most cheering 
to hear o f these local revivals, but when he saw the returns, 
and they only reached the figures 605, he was troubled. 
They could not go on in that way. The Connexion was like 
it was before the Liverpool minutes were written. The 
Connexion had then been going down. In 1880 there was 
a decrease of 5828. He happened to see in the Recorder a 
diagram stating the progress o f the Connexion for the last 
forty years. l ie  carefully examined it. He divided the 
last thirty-five into sevens. Take the increase of these 
periods from 1857 to 1863 an increase of 59,600. Those 
were glorious days; an increase of eight thousand 
every year and more. From 1864 to 1870, an 
increase of 18,803. From 1871 to 1877 an 
increase of 35,199, from 1878 to 1884 an increase of 
29,490, and from  1885 to 1891 an increase o f  11,140. 
That made his heart sick. In some single years they 
advanced as much as that. . . . What of the great masses 
of people from eighteen to seventy years of age, to whom 
they preached the gospel of Jesus Christ face to face ? To 
think of them made his heart tremulous with pain. . . . He 
told his people this— they could not afford to preach the 
gospel year after year without gathering souls. . . . n e  
would rather die in the pulpit, rather do anything than feel 
he was going on from year to year without doing good.
. . . They were like a ship that was icebound. The ship 
wanted washing with a warmer stream. . . . They wanted 
a better temperature. John Bright had said, ‘ England 
wants more sunshine.’ They wanted it, and they might 
get it.”  The italics are ours. Secularists will agree that 
Methodists are not only icebound, but fogbound too, and 
that they not only want more sunshine but more brains. 
As for the temperature of Methodism, we always thought 
that was hot enough for anything. However, as they seem 
to know what they require, and the Rev. G. Bowden took 
God into their confidence in prayer at the close of the 
proceedings, we suppose it will be all right, and that there 
will be a marvellous increase of sunshine and sinners before 
next conference, and the old Methodist tub get a good 
washing by a warm stream— and it sadly wants it.

H. J.
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“  The leading principles of Christianity are resignation 
which is cowardly, and justification by faith, which is an 
apology for scoundrels.”—  William Maccall.

A G1 D_D R OPS.
Two murderers were hung on Tuesday in last week. 

Thomas Sadler, at Chelmsford, made an edifying end. He 
took the sacrament and died with his deity inside him. Lewis 
Turner, at Leeds, was callous to the very last. But the name 
of God wa3 frequently upon his lips. There could not he 
the slightest doubt of his guilt, yet he passionately protested 
his innocence, and the hangman’s rope strangled the lie in 
his throat. He wrote out a cock-and-bull account of the 
murder, ascribing it to some unknown man, and declared this 
silly story to be true as he hoped for salvation in the world 
to come, finishing up with the usual “  So help me God.”

On the same Tuesday morning another murderer, John 
Conway, of Liverpool, was told that the Home Secretary saw 
no reason to grant his petition for a reprieve. He also 
attributed the murder to some strange man, and solemnly 
added, “  It is my dying declaration, and it is as true as I  am 
going before my God.”  He also said, “  I should like the 
public to know I am neither a heathen nor an infidel” — a 
declaration which one section of the public, namely the 
infidels, will promptly accept.

John Conway was executed on the following day. AViiilo 
on the scaffold he had the white cap raised so that he might 
make a little speech. He thanked the gaol officials for their 
kindness as well as his father confessor. He wa3 also good 
enough to wish that God might forgive his prosecutors— and 
at the same time his confession of guilt was in the priest’s 
hands !

The essentially selfish character of religion was very 
strongly brought out in John Conway’s case. While he 
thought there was a ghost of a chance of escaping the 
gallows he protested his innocence—'“ so help me God.”  But 
when he found he must die he confessed his guilt, simply in 
order to bamboozle God Almighty into giving him a seat in 
heaven. Not a single spark of real remorse was struck out 
of him by all the ghostly ministrations of his father con
fessor. Self was his only care from first to last. We presume 
ho is gone, if Christianity be true, to a nice little mansion in 
the Father’s house; but if the place is filled with such 
creatures— and they all seem to go there— every decent soul 
will prefer a seat in the pit.

The social aspect of John Conway’s execution is quito 
another matter. The wretched man was given too long a 
drop and his head was nearly pulled off. Such a revolting 
spectacle should attract attention to the question of capital 
punishment. We believe the community will before long 
cease to tolerate the slaughter of even the worst criminal8. 
Meanwhile, if murderers must be killed, it is imperative that 
science should provide some less repulsive method of execution 
than hanging, which not unfrequently leads to scenes of the 
ghastliest description. ____

The American Postmaster-General has been receiving an 
unexpected lesson in juvenile depravity. Desiring to build 3 
church on the cheap, and being a great Sunday-school man» 
he told an assembly of little ones that he wanted each scholar 
to bring three bricks as a contribution to the building. 
brick, my children,” he said, “ will only cost a few pennie8» 
and you can all deny yourself some little thing to help along 
the good work, and please the God who has done so muc 
for you.”  The next Sunday Mr. Wanamaker’s face fair f  
beamed when he announced to the Sunday-school that oV<jr 
3,000 bricks had been contributed by the good boys and gl* j
of the school. “ Now try the same thing again,”  he said,
am proud, very proud of you ” ; but the next Sunday the , 
was a cloud resting on the superintendent’s face, for thirty ® 
the “  good little boys ”  had been arrested for stealing brie 
— Newcastle Daily Leader.

God doth not delight in the strength of any man’s leg8,  ̂
a different taste is displayed by the Committee of the Re"‘° aj 
Flower Show Sports, one of whom i3 the Congregation^ 
organist. They announce competitions for running j 
bicycling, with good prizes, but the entries are a shilling 
sixpence, and a profit will probably be made out ° .0
competitors. Even religious men have an eye to the 
chance. ____

f
People complain of tlie balderdash slushed upon tii
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the pulpit, yet object to the preacher buying and reading 
good sermons. Yet, judging by the advertisements in the 
Church papers, there must be a good trade done in manuscript 
sermons. Why should any man of God rack his poor brains 
ior days to produce an incompetent sermon, when for a 
guinea he can buy half a dozen good ones lithographed so as 
to defy detection from the gallery ? Honesty, say you. Then 
"why doesn’t the duffer honestly tell his own incompetency 
and read from the book a sermon by South, Barrow, or 
Jeremy Taylor, such as no living preacher could equal ?

Many of these sermons are advertised as written for special 
occasions— harvest thanksgiving, charity, collections, and so 
iorth. But occasionally the executors of some old clergyman 
■"jko has gone to Abe’s bosom find themselves embarrassed by 
piles of manuscripts, or some dealer purchasers them at waste 
paper price. Here is an opening. There are purchasers for 
old sermons as well as old clothes, though sometimes they go 
at ruinous prices. We have heard of one clergyman offering 
'lo “  take the lot at threepence each.”

We wonder some wag doesn’t lithograph and advertise 
“  sound doctrinal sermons,”  in which he artfully contrives to 
'utroduce some damnable heresies, such as that the Father 
died on the cross, or that the Holy Ghost proceeded from the 
Wrgin Mary. We are sure it could be done, like the initiation 
Sermon handwriting, so as to defy detection.

should look up that passage in Proverbs xxiii., 1, 2, “ When 
thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is 
before thee. And put a knife to thy throat if thou be a man 
given to appetite.”  The meaning apparently is, rather com
mit suicide than show yourself a glutton. At any rate, 
that is the interpretation which would be attached to it if 
it appeared in a secular instead of in a divine volume.

Canon Cheyne has been preaching on David at Rochester 
Cathedral and giving the congregation some eye-openers. 
After pointing out that several verses in the story of David 
and Goliath were comparatively modern interpolations, he 
went on to say that David’s encounter with the giant, like 
his battle .with the lion and the bear, was not an historical 
occurrence ; it was a divine lesson in “  a romantic setting.”  
Of course it is natural that Canon Cheyne should still seek 
to preserve the “  sacred ”  character of the Grand Old Book, 
but he will not do so if he continues his task of reducing the 
“  legendary ”  parts of it to the level of iEsop’s fables.

The Record has been having a solemn discussion on the 
momentous question whether prayer ought to be addressed to 
the Holy Ghost. It seems the poor old Ghost is choused out 
of his fair portion of prayer and praise and forced to take a 
subordinate, position. Yet there are Theists who try to make 
out God the Father to be equally vague and nebulous as the 
Ghost.

How the poor men of God are persecuted 1 Here is an 
jjjifortunate clergyman, the Rev. William Augustus St. John 
Parsley, vicar of Wilmington, in Sussex, who is basely 
°rderod by the justices at Ilailsham Petty Sessions to pay five 
shillings a week towards the maintenance of the illegitimate 
child of Jane Levett, aged twenty, a housemaid in his 
ett>ployment. When the justices’ decision was pronounced 
Jhe hardly-entreated servant of Jehovah “  bowed his head in 
. 13 hands and seemed completely overcome.”  His innocence 
‘3> of course, beyond dispute. He admitted a good deal, even 

sending of “  heaps of kisses ”  to Jans when he was away 
*r°m hom e; but he denied all knowledge of the little 
Granger, and what man in his right senses, unperverted by 
«arnal wisdom, could doubt the word of a gentleman called to 
jhe aitar by the Holy Ghost ? Poor William Augustus 

John Doarsley 1 the Philistines are upon thee, and thou 
aH delivered into the hands of the uncircumcised.

The Rev. Joseph Coombes, vicar of Wiggenhall, St. Peter’s, 
®ear Lynn, was fined 40s. and 33s. costs at Lynn Police 
j-°urt recently for cruelty to a horse, which he drove in 
, arness whilst the animal was suffering from sore3 on its 
1,aph. “  Does God care for o x e n ?”  asks Paul. EvidentlytLi;s man of God doesn’t think he cares for horses.

doiThe Rev. Nowell Barton, curate of St. John’s, Cinderford, 
ea not believe in turning the other cheek or giving to him 

asketh. He has been fined 10s. for knocking down two 
en for ringing his bell.

The Rev. Canon Carleton died suddenly while preaching in
the
jud pulpit in the Cathedral of Kilkenny. What a dreadful 

Sjnent had it been a Freethought lecturer at a Freethought 
msetiorr.

Dr. Newbrough is dead. Well, who was Dr. Newbrough ? 
He was the writer of a revelation which was to supersede all 
previous ones. It was published in a big book entitled 
Oahspe. Dr. Newbrough claimed that he was only the 
writer, not the author. It was inspired throughout. We 
once looked over this new revelation, and found it more 
pitiable twaddle than the old. Perhaps it is true a3 asserted 
that Dr. Newbrough did not know what he was doing till the 
book was finished, for it bears strong marks of lunacy. But 
the boundaries of insanity and inspiration were never well 
defined.

General Booth’s band sent down from London had a warm 
reception on Sunday at Eastbourne. They were dispersed by 
the police in all directions, and the hostile crowd seized their 
instruments. So long as the Salvationists keep fighting their 
pluck may be admired, but sober people find it difficult to 
see where the “  religious liberty ”  comes in.

Count Tolstoi, the great Russian novelist, is sixty-two 
years of age. He has had sixteen children, the youngest 
of whom was born in 1888. After increasing the population 
in this extravagant manner, Count Tolstoi now advocates the 
New Testament doctrine of “  angel marriages,”  in which 
husband and wife live together as brother and sister.

Cruel Protestants at Snohomish, Washington, have been 
grievously tormenting a holy moral guide. Father Quay, a 
Catholic priest, has been subjected to the disagreeable opera
tion known as tarring and feathering. He is accused of 
enticing children of both sexes into his room, and there 
practising various forms of indecency, after stupefying them 
with liquor. ____

"  Heligious cranks and impostors always play the same old 
autl0. Here is Mrs. J. P. Martin, the female Christ of 
^ “ Hnnatti, declaring that those who first proclaim their 
/  I0̂  In her shall be made rulers in her new kingdom, which 
3 a°°ut to be established. ____

s ^ r°tker Price, who thirty years ago sat up an Agapemone 
,c]6ar ^Gdgewater, took unto himself spiritual wives, and pro- 
a aitlaed that he should never die, has, it is said, reached the 
, 8e of ninety. Let him double his years and he will have a 

r2® following. __

fajP?10fitting  suicide in churches seems to be growin 
s t a b l e .  On Saturday, August 22, a man called Maso 
®°nth lmseB through the head in St. George’s Cathedral 
Bisli Wark- The church was at once closed by order of th 
“ re °P. and a ceremony was performed which is supposed t 
«.diSc0n,»lle ”  (-’ °J to a continued residence in the “ hoi

e°pla wiio talk of the connection of infidelity and suicit

There is but a step from the sublime to the ridiculous, and 
there is also but a step from piety to profanity. We once 
heard of a sick gentleman, who, on being told that God would 
give him a new heart, exclaimed, “  I ’d rather he gave me a 
new pair of kidneys.”  Curiously enough, something of the 
same kind was said at a recent prayer-meeting at Spurgeon’s 
Tabernacle. Mr. C. Cornell, who presided, stated that he 
had been told that “  a man cannot get a new kidney,”  but he 
replied that the Lord could give a “  new heart ”  and a 
“  renewed spirit,”  and why not new kidneys ? He firmly 
believed God would do it for Spurgeon. So do not we. 
Miracles don’t run to that length in this age.

Bishop Korum, of Treves, at the ceremony of bringing out 
J. C.’s old coat, gave a discourse on the significance of the 
seamless vesture, which, he said, was a symbol of the unity 
of the Catholic Church. It is indeed a symbol, for it i3 
ancient, rotten, falling to pieces ; no one can tell what it was 
like originally, or distinguish it from its wrappings. Above 
all, its likeness to the Church is complete in one respect— it 
is a fraud.
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Many persons have applied for admission to touch the 
Holy Coat at Treves, in the hope of being cured of their 
diseases. Such persons, the Bishop orders, must give an 
account of their illness and provide themselves with testimo
nials as to their moral character. The precaution, however, 
seems superfluous. Surely the second person of the Trinity 
is able to distinguish between honest men and scoundrels.

Probably this mouldy old rag will work a good many 
“ miracles of healing.”  Most of these will doubtless be 
humbug, but some of them will be real. Paralytic persons, 
or sufferers from other nervous disorders, may be acted upon 
by excitement and imagination. Hopelessly bed-ridden 
persons have been known to fly nimbly from a burning house. 
What marvellous quickness of movement, too, is often shown 
by hobbling old ladies and gentlemen when threatened by a 
bus-pole in the middle of the street, Many hypocondriac 
people give way to their ailments and are not nearly as bad 
as they appear. Let them go to Trêves, belieying that the 
Holy Coat will cure them, and they will in some cases 
experience relief. But there is no miracle in this ; it is 

'purely patural, as medical men are well aware.

The editor of the Jewish World  is cautious to the extent 
of cowardice in writing upon this relic of fetishism. It says 
there is no good purpose in discussing the genuineness of the 
Holy Coat. “  It is no pari, of our business 10 lay iconoclastic 
hands on the sacred things of a (Jliurch witli which we now 
stand on a footing of fraternal appreciation.”  Surely the 
Jewish World  has turned Christian. It is not so long since 
the Church laid iconoclastic hands on Jewish literature and 
even on the sacred persons of God’s chosen people.

At the- beginning of the twelfth century two monks said 
they discovered in Jerusalem, and brought to Monte Cassino, 
a piece of the towel with which J. C. wiped the apostles’ feet. 
It was put to the ordeal of fire and took the color of fire 
without losing its form or substance. When the fire had 
burned out the towel was found intact, It must have been 
made of asbestos. The Holy Coats of Treves and Argenteuil 
should be subjected to a similar ordeal.

Commenting on recent reports of conversions to Borne the 
Church Times says that Liverpool is the only diocese in the 
country which shows an increase of Eoman Catholics. In 
order to keep pace with the increase in population there 
ought to be now in England 2,346,000 Roman Catholics, 
¿ince there were 800,000 in 1840, and an immigrant Irish 
population between 1846-51 of 700,000, which elements 
ought to have increased, had they maintained the same ratio 
as the rest of the population, to the figures given above ; 
whereas the Roman Catholic population in 1890, according to 
the official organ for the “  Society of the Propagation of the 
Faith,”  was only, in round numbers, 1,354,000, leaving a 
deficit of 992,000 to be accounted for.

The Athenasum is supposed to be the great literary club, 
though a bishopric is understood to be as good a qualification 
as a great history. It is, however, said that when the Bishop 
of Durham inquired if Justin Martyr was in the library, he 
was told that he was not a member. Perhaps the informant 
was thinking of Justin McCarthy.

Sporting Luck is facetious over Joseph’s breeks— articles, 
by the way, not worn in Palestine— which are preserved in a 
Styrian church. A Croaian gentleman inserted one leg in 
the trousers, and he was restored to perfect health and his 
wife had twins. What would have happened if he had 
inserted both legs ?

r ~
Tho most impudent of all busybodies is the religious 

busybody. What cool cheek was displayed by the Protestant 
lady, connected with the Trinitarian Bible Society, who asked 
leave to supply the French sailors at the public dinner at 
Portsmouth with copies of a Protestant translation of the 
New Testament “ free from Romish errors.”  The Mayor 
could not see his way to oblige this fussy proselytiser, who 
is probably sighing for the good old times when persons of 
her description were treated with such gratuitous civility. 
By the way, the lady’s name is not mentioned. Can it be 
Miss Weston, who is assisted by the naval authorities in 
circulating nonsense and falsehoods among our English jack- 
tars?
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In a hotel advertisement, after announcing boating and 
fishing, it states that “ pigeons are always on hand for shoot
ing ” — and this in a Christian country !

“  Here’s a swindler,” said a waiter at a swell hotel. “  He 
calls himself the Archbishop of York, and writes his name 
W. Ebor.”  Another good story of episcopal names is told of 
the Bishop of Sodor and Man, who in answer to an order for 
a quantity of wine received the following letter:— “  Your 
esteemed order to hand, but regret we cannot supply you 
without payment or reference as we are unacquainted with 
the name of your firm, Messrs. Sodor and Man.”

A  writer in the English Churchmen says, that statistics 
show that poor people, nominally Protestants, send their 
children to Catholic schools in large numbers. A Protestant 
Congress is to be held at Brighton from Oct. 12 to 15 to 
consider these grave matters.

Dr. F. G. Lee, the Romanising vicar of Lambeth, has put 
forward a book on The Sinless Conception o f  the Mother o f  
God. He argues that for Mary to have been the fit receptacle 
of the Holy Spirit she must herself have been born without 
sin. The same argument will apply to her mother, St. Anne, 
and all her ancestry. But the fact is, according to Matthew, 
the ancestry of Jesus consisted of the most shady characters 
possible, including Rahab the harlot, Ruth who crept to her 
cousin’s bed, and Bathsheba the wife of Uriah.

The Figaro of Paris has been making inquiries of certain 
well-known priests as to the possibility of bringing back the - 
Parisian proletariat to the fold of religion. The answers are 
extremely lugubrious. M. Adam, curé of Belleville, said, 
“  The workman has been too long detached from religion-■ 
he is lost to us.”  M. Darblato, curé of Clichy-Levallois, said it 
was too late to Christianise the families, they could onlj 
moralise them ; and the curé of Vilette, who spoke rather 
more hopefully, regarded the workman who went in f°r 
politics as “  absolutely lost to us.”

A cadging circular issued by F. Aiden, O.S.F., of 
Francis’ Parochial Hall Building Fund, promises “ the name3 
of those who subscribe 5s. or more will be published in da0 
course and inscribed in our ‘ Book of Life,’ which rests unjc 
our high altar.” Parishioners are informed that they ®r_
expected to give “  at least one day’s wages,”  under 
penalty we presume of having their names blotted out of 11 
Book of Life. There are many ways of raising the wind, b 
the religious lay is the cheekiest.

General Dyrenforth claims that by exploding balloons 
is able to produce rain in clear weather. In the old days " 
would have ranked as rain maker along with Samuel 
Elijah.

Funny Cuts of Aug. 15 has a comic picture with the ^  
lowing underneath : Temperance Advocate, Senior (to x ° u 
“ My boy, does your father drink?”  Y okel. “ Noa, za j,, 
Temperance Advocate, Senior : “  Does your mother drl° ,̂ g 
Y okel: “  Noa, zur.”  Temperance Advocate, Senior
Colleague): “  That’s the fifteenth native we've asked.
doesn’ t seem to be the ghost of a soaker in the village > ^
agricultural places are terribly behind the times. If . gj0* 
don’t look brighter at the lecture to-night, I ’ll chuck up ^  
a Reformed Drunkard, and start on the Converted 
take.”  ____

nisi
The Public Office Trust of New Zealand had as l s 

clerk, the Rev. Mr. do Castro. This individual looke^
the accounts, and opened proceedings with prayer. Qf tb>®
mission had to be appointed to look into tbe affairs ued
Public Trust Office, and it wa3 found that the officia s of 
themselves of their positions to make private pro 1 the 
public trust. A large amount of property came in ^  jjj® 
hands of this body to be disposed of for the bene a gold 
estates it was their duty to administer. In ° n0 cjl? jn holj 
watch of the value of £20 was purchased by this c er ^  
orders for £5. In another, valuable lace estimate sOni0 
per yard was missing. All that could bo hear, o ^ g Re*' 
crotchet-work, but the missing lace was foun . l v01JSe f°r g 
gentleman’s drawer, and he owned having it in 1 ¡„Rt lJ,iU 
considerable time, in order, as ho said, tha. 
the benefit of feminino appraisement.

tli0
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, August 30, Oddfellows Hall, St. Anne-street, Liver
pool:— at 11, “ The Tree of Knowledge at 3, “ Nature and 
God at 7, “  The Way to Heaven.”

September 6, Birmingham. 13, morning, Victoria Park; 
evening, Hall of Science. 20, morning, Clerkenwell-green; 
evening, Hall of Science. 27, Manchester.

October 4, 11, 18, Hall of Science. 25, Camberwell.

TO  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mil. Chablbs Watts’ Engagements,— August 30, Edinburgh. 
Sept. 1, Paisley; 3, Hamilton; 6, Glasgow; 7, 8, 9, Aber
deen ; 13, South Shields^; 14, North Shields; 15, Blyth 
district; 16, Sunderland; 17, Middlesbro’ ; 18, Crook; 19, 
Chester-le-Street; 20, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 27, Birming
ham. October 4, Birmingham; 11, Manchester; 18, 
Birmingham; 25, Ilall of Science. November 1, Hall of 
Science; 8, Birmingham. —  All communications for Mr. 
Watts should be sent direct to him at 17 Johnson’s-court, 
Fleet-street, London, E.O.

R. D. Turn er.— Thanks. See paragraph.
H. Sm it h .— Glad to hear of Mr. Heaford’s success.
J. Hubbard.— Thanks for your good wishes. Seo paragraph. 
T. A. Wilt.iams.— Mr. Foote will be happy to meet the reverend 

gentleman in public debate at Bristol.
T. Thurlow reports that he is in good health again, and will 

be happy to lecture for N. S. S. Branches. Address—34 
Wetherell-road, South Hackney.

G. Wheeler.—Pleased to receive so good a report from Luton. 
We hope the Branch will enrol many new members.
H. Alison.— The Stratford open-air station should bo well 
supported by the local Freethinkers. Christian rowdies 
must not be allowed to create disorder at their unsweet 
will.

James Neate.— The nuisance you refer to in Victoria Park is 
getting too common. The County Council should certainly 
interfere. It is intolerable that Christian evangelists should 
Play brass bands, or any other kind of music, on the space 
alloted for public speaking. If such people prate about 

religious liberty ” when they are prevented from com
mitting this nuisance, it only shows how their long run of 
privilege has made them impudent.— Why is a new Branch 
’" ’anted ?

M.— The inquiry was about the Comic Bible Sketches 
■p Sprinted in book form.

Co p l a n d .— Too late for last week, owing to Mr. Foote’s 
absence from London. It is now inserted.

^ome Lecture Notices, etc., not being marked as such on the 
envelope, were not inserted in last week’s Freethinker.

• H. Pawley.—We hope all Freethinkers will follow your 
example in claiming to affirm. In course of time the law 
}v‘ ll become familiar, and judges and magistrates will cease

t y  insult those who prefer decent speaking to swearing.
• D. Hewett.— The person you mention was for a short time 
a member of the West Ham Branch. There is no need to be 
disquieted about such a trifling matter. The “  successful 
mforts of the Christian Evidence Society in stemming infi- 
(je'lty ” are imaginary. Tho Society’s lecturers do a great 
” oal of good to Freethought, though quito unintentionally.

W A? skou*d be very sorry to see it collapse.
W t ^ N0X-— In our next.

’ Maitre .— We do not recollect seeing the mistakes
Pointed out before. Why not drop a line to the author liim- 

'• They are slips, however, that do not invalidate or 
B I0aken his argument.

• ; ° leman-Garner, 8 Hey worth-road, Stratford, E., will be 
k jul to hear from Freethinkers who are shorthand writers,

llh a view to sending them something that may be useful. 
r\ Toleman-Garner states that he is now free to labor more 

J vely for the Secular cause.
O' W hillock.— Many thanks. The matter shall bo soen to. 

’ r aJ eW °R d .— See “  Sugar Plums.” Wo shall be happy to 
R. At Gr P088*filo assistance.

g AIi^YN.— it expresses more truth about tho Bible than 
A. 8 '*nes, but it lacks their epigrammatic force.

Sid i 'I>PER.—Good reports have reached us of your Tyne- 
6 labors. Wo hope you will continue them. Work such 

rlop0U are doing is very hard, but you are not cast in a 
W II ate mould.

o; ° Li'And.—Y es, if there is a charge, but not if tho admis-
s.B0V 9free-v ’ 1 uice.— You had bettor seo Mr. Foote before tho date 
tyJ'mi mention.
C n ^odurn.— Sorry we cannot find room.

G- Monk.— Mr. “  ’ "
hope y
p-“ -w
Elsworth.—Such cases cannot be dealt with unless they

W 7 “« . — Mr. Foote was away in tho north of England. 
F. 0  Jmpo you will continue to promote our circulation.
J, W Iv— We have no space for social or political discussions.

X l , — O U C H  U tlB C O  V tlL

0. *n the newspapers.

..... ” . .
m f°r Jews no less than other people.

are hi0SiiNPEI'I).— Hardly iii our way. Judaism, as such, we 
frepS08tlle to as wull as to Christianity, although we advocate

Aristophanes.— Although the Talmud was compiled after the 
Christian era, it embodies the laws, maxims and traditions 
of an earlier age. There is not a particle of reason for sup
posing that the -writers were acquainted with the gospels, 
but much for thinking that the Gospel writers took up ideas 
common among the Jews before their day. You should con
sult the Literary Remains of E. Deutsch, or get his article 
on the Talmud in the Quarterly Review, October, 1866.

C. H. Cheese.—Thanks. See “  Sugar Plums.”
Papers Received.— Fritankaren —  Liberty —  Freethought—  

Ironclad Age— Menschenthum— Echo— Neues Frereligioses 
Sonntags-Blatt —  Freidenker —  The Liberator— Der Arme 
Teufel— Secular Thought —  Boston Investigator— Western 
Figaro— La Vérité Philosophique— Progressive Thinker—  
Truthseeker— Flaming Sword— Loyal American— Better Way 
Yorkshire Evening Post— Liverpool Echo— Daily Telegraph 
— Leicester Countryman— Adelaide Advertiser— Twentieth 
Century— Kansas Lucifer— Glasgow Herald.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

L iterary  communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Scale of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 
repetitions.

[t being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.

THE BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.

O n Tuesday evening I presided at the first meeting 
of shareholders of the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall 
Company, Limited. The meeting lasted three hours 
and a half, and needed a good deal of chairmanship. 
My proposal of a practical scheme was rejected by a 
considerable majority, many of whom had only 
applied for and been allotted shares in bare time 
for the meeting. Ultimately, by passing to the 
next business, the amendment as well as the resolution 
was lost. My advice as to electing a smaller board 
of directors was also disregarded, and in the circum
stances I felt bound to say that I hesitated to stand 
for re-election. Under general pressure, however, 
despite my strong mistrust of the business efficiency 
of a board thus constituted, I consented to stand, 
though 1 do not feel bound to serve for twelve 
months. I consider the situation one of great 
gravity, and I shall have to deal with it, as well as to 
announce my decision, probably in the next number 
of the Freethinker.

G. W . FOOTE.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
We desire to call special attention to the new arrangements 

at the London Hall of Science. On and after the first Sunday 
in October all the lectures will be under the direct manage
ment of the National Secular Soeiety. The Sunday morning 
lectures will be free, while the present charges of admission 
to the evening lectures will be continued. Music will be a 
new feature at the evening meetings. Although Mrs. Besant 
declines to lecture under the new auspices, the list oflecturers 
up to Christmas is a very good one, including G. W. Foote, 
Charles Watts, G. J. Holyoake, Touzeau Parris, J. M. Robert
son, and Dr. Allinson. _ _ _

Annual tickets are on sale for the shilling reserved seats. 
They are one guinea single, and one guinea and a half double 
(lady and gentleman). The purchase of these tickets will be 
of great assistance. They are very cheap, and should be 
taken up liberally. Purchasers can obtain them at the Hall 
of Science bookstall, or at Mr. Forder’s, 28 Stonecutter- 
street, E.C. ____

Mr. Foote had good meetings at Newcastle on Sunday, the 
evening one being particularly large. There was no discus
sion except in the afternoon, when a blind man tried to prove 
the design argument from the perfection of human eyes. Mr. 
Joseph Brown, the evening chairman, made a spirited appeal
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on behalf of the N. S. S. funds, for which a collection was 
taken at the door.

Owing to a strong under-current of bigotry the Newcastle 
Branch has had to leave its meeting-place at the "Working 
Men’s Club. In future its meetings will be held at the Eldon 
Hall, at the corner of Clayton and Blaokett-streets, which was 
occupied until recently by the Mormons. The room is a fine 
one, capable of seating 150; it has been redecorated and 
furnished with a splendid piano ; and all that is now wanted 
is a good attendance of Freethinkers on Sunday evenings.

Mr. A. T. Dipper, late of Battersea, having gone to New
castle, has been gallantly fighting there for Freethought. 
He has lectured to large open-air audiences, and his efforts 
have greatly stimulated the movement in the whole district. 
Mr. Dawson, a young man of promise, is also taking to the 
outdoor platform. He gives his first lecture to-day (Aug. 30), 
and should be well supported.

Mr. Foote’s appeal on behalf of the scheme for settling Mr. 
Watts at Birmingham. The subscriptions have flowed in 
generously. But the necessary funds are required immediately 
and those who intend to assist should send in their donations 
as quickly as possible. When the moment arrives a state
ment shall be made as to the disposition of the fund. Mean
while the subscribers will have confidence in the President of 
the National Secular Society and those who are acting with 
him in this matter.

Mr. Foote has received the following further subscriptions 
for the Birmingham Fund:— Samuel Seal, £ 1 0 ; Sydney A. 
Gimsom, £1 ; Newcastle Friend, 5s. ; F. W. Donaldson, £ 1 ; 
Dr, T. R. Allinson, £1 Is.

Col. Ingersoll has taken to spectacles. In other respects 
his kindly, smooth-shaven face is as youthful as ever, and he 
retains the genial, hearty manner that made him a charming 
companion before he became a famous orator.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured at the London Hall of Science 
on Sunday evening to the largest audience he has yet had 
there. The chair was taken by Mr. G. J. Holyoake, and Mr. 
Touzeau Parris was on the platform. Previous to the lecture 
Mr. Watts announced his intention to remain in England for 
the rest of his life, and to aid Mr. Foote in the great struggle 
in which he was engaged— whereat there was tremendous 
cheering. After the lecture a vote of thanks to Mr. Holyoake 
was proposed by Mr. Parris, who expressed his great delight 
at learning that Mr. Foote and Mr. Watts were going to work 
together. ____

Mr. Holyoake’s speech introducing Mr. Watts to the 
audience we are able to give in extenso:—

“  I have to introduce to you a Canadian lecturer—• 
Mr. Charles Watts— whom you will be glad to hear has 
decided to remain among us. In Canada (of which I have 
myself pleasant memories) he has made friends and reputa
tion, and has advanced the knowledge of Secular principles 
there. We in England are indebted to our Canadian friends 
for their important co-operation in rendering Freethought 
international. Mr. Watts cannot but regret having now to 
work apart from his Toronto colleagues, which has been 
rendered necessary by the loss of Mr. Bradlaugh and the 
secession of Mre. Besant— a secession which could not have 
been foreseen nor is it explicable by human reason. My life
long friend, Mr. Daniel Baker of Birmingham— one of those 
gentlemen who believes the Secular principles he maintains, 
and as Archbishop Whately said a man should do— ho main
tains them because he believes them, has made a munifi
cent gift to Mr. Watts of Baskerville Hall, which he built—  
gives it free of all charges even of rent and taxes, that Mr. 
Watts may establish a Freethought centre in Birmingham and 
the Midlands co-operate with the metropolis. Mr. Baker thus 
gives Mr. Foote a colleague competent to assist him in the 
consolidation and extension of the National Secular Society 
and its organisation. Mr. Watts, like Mr. Foote, has always 
understood the Secular side of Freethought, and has advocated 
it with consistency, persistency and no mean ability, as editor, 
lecturer and debater. Freethought alone is a great power 
for good. It has already entered the churches. The rivers 
of orthodoxy would be stagnant and putrefy, were they not 
stirred by contradiction and sweetened by the salt of Free- 
thought. Were it not for this nations would die of the 
pestilence of ignorant uniformity of opinion. Christianity 
itself has been improved by independent criticism and Chris
tians now admit- it. Secular thought therefore occupies a 
useful place and is entitled to further ascendancy. Physicians 
determine the prospects of a patient by the healthy state 
of the tongue; and philosophers can foretell the future 
of a movement by examination of the same organ. Now 
I take it that the sign c wholesome speech is when 
it directs Freethought on the path of Secular action. 
Wo have two leaders, Mr. Foote and Mr. Watts, not to 
mention other speakers— we have two papors, the Freethinker, 
which ere long may be increased in size, and the National 
Eeformer which carries the old flag which Mr. Bradlaugh 
bore. We may soon have a law of Free Bequests which will 
enable Freethought to be endowed as Christianity is, and we 
shall, I trust, see this Hall converted into a Bradlaugh 
Memorial Institute. The prospects of the good cause are 
bright. I now call on Mr. Charles Watts of Birmingham, 
late of Toronto, to deliver his lecture.”

There is no reason whatever to complain of the response to

Miss Ada Campbell, the Australian Freethought lecturess, 
leaves New York for England at the end of this month. A  
complimentary farewell meeting has been held at Newark, 
N.J. W e are unaware if the lady will stay, or is only giving 
a passing call.

M. C. Cilwa, editor of La Vérité Philosophique, sends us a 
copy of his translation into French of Mr. Foote’s Virgin 
Mother. It makes a twenty-page pamphlet, published in a 
blue cover at 50 centimes (5d .)— which shows the low price 
of the English original. A  hasty glance at the translation—  
all wo have time for at the moment— assures us it is well 
done and very faithful. Reviewing it in Le Bulletin (les 
Sommaires, M. Limousin, a critic of reputation, says it is 
“  extremely well written, and contains the substance of all 
that has been advanced on the subject by the many exoterists 
who have treated it sometimes with a fantastic and curious 
precision.”  _____

After all the nonsense that has appeared in certain papers 
about Secular bigotry towards Mrs. Besant, it is quite refresh
ing to find the London correspondent of the Manchester 
Evening News declaring that “  the Secularists have been very 
indulgent to her.”  “  Though from their standpoint,”  he 
says, “  she is a pervert who has, by taking up what they 
consider the most slavish of superstitions, brought odium 011 
their cause, they have permitted her to champion her 
faith from their platform. They consider, however, that tin3 
is no longer tolerable.”

An agreeable change from our too common task of showing 
how inoperative for good are Christian beliefs on the conduct 
of clergymen is the record of the gallant conduct of t^0 
Rev. Mr. Moggeridge, who lost his life at Banff in his efforj3 
to save two boys from drowning. His inspiration was evi' 
dently not that of religion but of humanity, and a tribute 0  ̂
sorrow and admiration springs as spontaneously from l’ r00 
thinkers as from Christians.

Christians in this country who talk of “  infidel Franco ® 
a hotbed of immorality would do well to ponder the st» 
ment in the Daily Telegraph of August 22, that in  ̂
Department of the Lozere the Assizes have been cance 
from June 1890 till September 1891, there having been 
criminals for trial. ____

The Bradford Branch is organising an excursion. 
and friends are going to Morecambe on Sunday, Septem c^  
starting by train at 8.30 a.m. The tickets are lialf-a”crO^y0 
and can be obtained of J. W. Gott, 37 Villiers-stree • 
understand that two lectures are to be given on Morec 
sands.

The Hull Branch was favored with fine weather on a 0f 
when it took its annual trip to Aldboro’ . A  large 
members and friends disported on the sands after re ^  
the inner man at the Temperance Hotel. The return ^ ^ 1  
of so many happy faces on a Sunday evening was a won 
sight to orthodox spectators.

______  £ f.3
Freethinkers in the neighborhood of Walham G ,̂-gO)* 

arnestly invited to attend a meeting this evening 1 j,posit® 
t 7, at Cockerell’s “  Goat’s Head ”  Coffeo K°0“ 3’ ;3 to
he Butchers’ Almshouses. The object of the me ^
Drin a Branch of the National Secular Society.
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It should be the duty of all Secularists at the coming 
School Board election, to agitate for a day’s outing for School 
Board children. At present, scholars attending Board schools 
never get a day’s excursion like the children attending-other 
schools. It is a well-known fact that many Board school 
scholars go to Sunday-schools merely for the sake of the 
“  treat.”  Freethinkers should not let the sky-pilots get hold 
of the children in this way. Why cannot excursions be 
organised at Board schools ? The scholars can pay their fare 
just the same as they have to do at Sunday-schools, and the 
School Board should pay for those children who are in needy 
circumstances. School Board candidates should be questioned 
on this matter.

The Sydney Secularists have a flourishing Lyceum where 
’nusic and other accomplishments are taught to a hundred 
boys and girls.

hlr. Moncure D. Conway expresses in the Monist his 
opinion the Government of England is really more democratic 
lhan that of the United States. He says the first shows the 
effects of evolution, the latter those of revolution.

In Be Dageraad, of Amsterdam, Mr. J. V .'fd ’Ende trans- 
jates Mr. Foote’s article “  Where is Hell ? ”  from our columns. 
There are many other interesting items in this old-established 
Hutch Freetkought magazine.

Mr. Herbert Spencer has issued Part IV. of his Principles 
°f Ethics. It deals with Justice. The first part, “  The Data 
of Ethics,”  was finished some years ago, but the second and 
ii'ird parts, as well as the fifth and sixth, are not yet com
peted. They will deal with the Ethics of Individual Life, 
'̂Ogative Beneficence, and Positive Beneficence.

. The Leicester Countryman, in an article on “  Jerrymander- 
iQS our Free Library,”  says that, considering that 75 per 

of grown men in Leicester profess no religious belief, 
e proportion of theological and supernatural literature on 
s shelves of their free library is inordinate. He gives a list 

o Ereethought and other works which have been suggested 
Un‘I refused, including Mr. Wheeler’s Dictionary o j Free-
thinh
refused,

ers, which, however, the authorities say has not been

Percy Strzelecki, of Gateshead, has been contributing 
(/ v,'ral well-written papers to the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle 
11 the question of the Pagan origin of Christianity.

I ^5’ ^ • Heaford had a good open-air meeting at Farsley, 
r 9 miserable weather. He was courteously oppose'

y two Christians 
?„e,at satisfaction.leel,Ure and discussion

Both his lecture and his replies gave 
The local paper gave a fair report of the

b eh r" ^ arrn!ngt°n> the Liberal candidate for Lewisham, 
the ° as^et̂  by Mr. J. II. Salter, whether he would vote for 
to gr(T eaI the Blasphemy Laws, and for legalising bequests 
tiv0 9ci]|ar Societies, replied on both points in the affirma- 
tiq3' Freethinkers should heckle the Liberal candidates on 
of fj)rQâ er 1Q every division. They should also keep a note 
kCo 9 atl.swers, and use it against the candidates who fail to 

' P their promise. 1

N’ D FOB THE LIQUIDATION OF MB. BBADLAUGHT

J°w  • I]. A. Cooper, £ 1 0 ; E. P. Trenchard, £2 2 s .; W . C 
r n a n tc -*1 ls - ;  *!• -Ashford, i s . ;  W, Setter, 2s .; Two Port
Indi pstU"rTn ak el'8'> Is. Cd. ; O u r a n t  (We
itrs. \r’ > T. Noble, 2s. Gd. Por G. Fraser : W . Mann, 5s

1 13 l i t i  ry -1 '  7 -------  ------------- J  • y ,  tv  u u  m i l  1 1  j  ¿ i n .  u t

L ctnri ” , ] 8- ; Webber, I s .;  G. Fraser, 2s. Gd. Collected i 
M. if ? 10s- °d. F. Hadlow, 5s. ; J. Trovillon, 5s. Pcckliam 
tjs, . ts. ; J. Robinson, Is .; J. B. Johnson, Is .; J. Powol 
Ìj0icestlle ickinBon, 5s. Per G. Standring: R. How, lOi 
Mrs. oi , ®ec'ilar Society : J. W. Barrs, £3 3s, ; Thos. Slater, £1 

; t -?r> 5s- ; Mrs. W. Slator, 5s. ; S. Woolley, 5s. ; S. Savag< 
Wilber 5a- ;  J. Watts, 5s. ; G. Woodford, 2s. Gd. ; W
TbomD’s 8‘ , ■ 5 Weston, 2s. Gd.; H. II. Woolley, 2s. Gd. J 

» la- ; F. Richards, Is. ; Jones, Gd. ; 0 . Peel, 2s. Gd.

SOME OF THE UNSAVED.

I.
To be saved, in the theological sense, is to escape damnation 
and secure happiness in the next world. Salvation of this 
sort, we are told, is free to all on certain specified conditions, 
the first essential being belief in Christ and acceptance of the 
system of religion which he founded. It is not affirmed that 
faith alone will ensure salvation, for “  faith without works is 
dead ”  ; nevertheless, faith is a sine qua non: “  Without 
faith,”  says Paul, “  it is impossible to please God.”  It is 
true that certain Christians, like Canon Talbot and Arch
deacon Farrar, repudiate the orthodox view, and declare that 
good works alone are a sufficient passport to heaven ;* but in 
so doing they simply express their own private opinion ast 
distinguished from the orthodox and time-honored teaching 
of the Churches. The doctrine that belief is necessary to 
salvation is clearly taught in the New Testament, and is held 
as part and parcel of Christianity by the generality of 
believers throughout the whole of Christendom.

I propose in these articles to examine the practical bearings 
of this doctrine, and to illustrate its monstrous immorality 
by its logical consequences. I propose, in other words, to 
apply it, not to believers as a class, but to individual Free
thinkers, to men and women with whose names and history 
everybody is familiar. I have heard theologians object to 
this use of the ad hominem argument; they have urged that 
although the mass of unbelievers are shut out from salvation, 
individual sceptics may obtain pardon on grounds of merit, or 
for special reasons known only to the supremo judge himself. 
This argument, so racy of the theological soil, recalls Macaulay’s 
words about the “  strange loopholes ”  through which the 
human mind “  contrives to escape when it wishes to avoid a 
disagreeable conclusion ”  ; but inasmuch as it is merely a 
pious opinion and not sound doctrine, it does not call for more 
than passing notice. I maintain that the personal argument 
is a perfectly fair weapon to use in this controversy; a 
sentence pronounced against a class applies equally to the 
units of that class. It is neither good logic nor sound theology 
to argue that, while unbelievers are under condemnation in 
the mass, they may be saved as individuals.

Let us, then, apply this teaching in the first place to the 
case of John Stuart Mill. Mill was a typical unbeliever, and 
may be said to have been cradled in scepticism. He was 
brought up to regard all religions with equal indifference, 
and he lived and died without ever having known, or desired 
to know, what are called the consolations of Christianity. Of 
a calm and philosophic temper, he expressed with singular 
strength of language his detestation of certain aspects of the 
orthodox faith. Speaking of the Christian God, he declared 
it to be “  impossible to adore such a being without a frightful 
distortion of the standard of right and wrong.”  “  There is 
no moral enormity,”  said he, “ which might not be justified 
by imitation of such a deity.”  Discussing Dean Mansel s 
argument that we must not judge God by our notions of 
morality, Mill wrote : “  i  will call no being good who is not 
what I mean when I apply that epithet to my fellow- 
creatures ; and if such a being can sentence mo to hell for not 
so calling him, to hell I will go.”  Here, surely, was a man 
who, if belief be necessary to salvation, must be numbered 
among the unsaved. Yet, when we examine the moral nature 
of this eminent sceptic, we find, instead of a fit object of 
divine wrath, a character that commands our highest admira
tion. Such was his singular moral elevation that Mr. Glad
stone used familiarly to call him the Saint of Rationalism. 
Mr. John Morley described him as “  the wisest and̂  most 
virtuous man he ever knew, or was ever likely to know. Mr. 
II. B. Fox Bourne, writing shortly after his death, said : 
“  Great as were his intellectual qualities, they were dwarfed 
by his moral excellences. . . . No one who had any personal 
knowledge of him could fail to discern the singular purity of 
his character, and to those who knew him best that purity 
was most apparent.”  His chief characteristic, according to 
Mr. Herbert Spencer, was “  an unusual predominance of tho 
higher sentiments— a predominance which tended, both in 
theory and practice, to subordinate the lower nature unduly.”  
A  medireval Christian would have argued that Mill’s virtues 
were merely “  pagan virtues ”  : the old-world theologian could 
see no merit in goodness which did not spring from faith in 
Christ; to him, virtue and self-denial were but ’ “  splendid

* Canon Talbot recently expressed his belief that Chares Brad- 
laucli has gone to heaven. Archdeacon Farrar, writing in the 
Christian World of April 11, 1889, said,“ We shall be saved neither 
by our opinions nor by our observances, but simply and solely by 
our character and by our life.”
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sins ”  if they did not wear the Christian garb. But the 
modern mind does not take kindly to these musty sophistries 
of a dead past, and present-day Christians, to do them justice, 
seldom argue in this fashion. They prefer to say of Mill, as 
they have said of Mr. Bradlaugh, that he was a “  Christian 
without knowing it ”  ; but as the orthodox plan of salvation 
makes no provision for “  Christians ”  of this sort, we are 
bound to conclude that the great soul of John Stuart Mill 
is lost.

Take, again, the case of the late Charles Darwin. Darwin 
probably did more than any other man of his time to sap the 
foundations of Christianity. If the Evolution theory is true, 
the Genesaic account of creation is false, and the story of the 
Fall, the key-stone of the arch of Christian theology is a 
myth. Darwin abandoned religion bit by bit, his progress in 
scepticism keeping pace with the march of his great mind 
and the progress of his studies. After renouncing Christianity 
he remained for some time a Theist, until at last he expressly 
avowed himself an Agnostic. He rejected first the Old 
Testament and then the N ew ; he declared the design 
argument had failed, he reasoned against an intelligent First 
Cause, and contended thatthe misery we see around us 
is incompatible with belief in a beneficent and omnipotent 
God. If there is no salvation save through faith, there can 
be only one opinion as to the fate of this distinguished 
thinker— he has followed John Stuart Mill to perdition. 
But, if such as Charles Darwin are damned, hell is not only 
paved with good intentions, as Dr. Johnson said, but peopled 
with good men. For not even his most bigotted opponent 
would deny that Charles Darwin, morally speaking, was a 
good man. There is no exaggeration in the eloquent tribute 
of Mr. Grant Allen : “  Of Darwin’s pure and exalted
moral nature no Englishman of the present generation 
can trust himself to speak with becoming moderation. 
His love of truth, his singleness of heart, his sin
cerity, his earnestness, his modesty, his candor, his absolute 
sinking of self and selfishness— these, indeed, were all con
spicuous to every reader on the very face of every word he 
ever printed. . . . Greatness is not always joined with gentle
ness : in Charles Darwin’s case, by universal consent of all 
who knew him, ‘ an intellect which had no superior,’ was 
wedded to ‘ a character even nobler than the intellect.’ ”  Even 
Christians came at last to recognise the moral grandeur of 
the man, and when he died eminent ecclesiastics were amongst 
the mourners who gathered round his bier. “ Men of all 
opinions,”  writes Daniel Greenleaf Thompson, “  united to do 
him honor. Clergymen and laymen, Christians and Agnostics, 
moved with one accord of homage, bent beneath the vaulted 
arches of England’s great cathedral to lay there his honored 
and sacred head,” The late Cardinal Newman was enabled 
by the peculiar constitution of his mind to contemplate un
moved the vision of a good man thrust into h e ll; but what 
man or woman in a state of sanity can reflect without an 
instinctive shiver of indignation, that the doom of the un
believing described in scripture* is the final fate of the great 
and noble spirit of Charles Darwin. D. W.

(To he continued.)

ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

T he Sunday-school was the invention of a benevolent heart, 
not of a scheming brain. Robert Raikes found children 
growing up untaught, and he established Sunday-schools to 
counteract the ever sinister influence of ignorance. His main 
object was to teach children who wore unable to read. Raikes 
was himself, I believe, a Unitarian, or at any rate a creedless 
Christian. In its inception the object of the Sunday-school 
was philanthropic, not religious. But the sky-pilots soon 
discovered that the Sunday-school would make a good recruit
ing ground for church and chapel, and they have deliberately 
perverted it for this purpose /.The whole object of Sunday- 
schools and their attractions of excursions and parties, for 
which attractions much misery is undergone, is to attract | 
people to church. As to any other benefit, very few indeed 
have derived any valuable instruction from Sunday-schools, 
while the fact that the majority of criminals have been taught 
in Sunday-schools shows that their moral education is equally 
valueless.

The Sunday-school is usually a dreary institution. Its 
chief effect is to inflict on the poor little ones another sermon 
besides those they get at church. The teaching is not edu
cation. It is an attempt to pump in a lot of religious twaddle 
utterly unsuited to children’s minds. The teachers fancy tho

* Iiev. n t |  n.

best way to make children pious is to drill them in Bible and 
Catechism, to tell them they must not chatter and to warn 
them that laughing in the Sunday-school displeases that 
mysterious fetish Jesus. Sweet Jesus and the virtues of his 
precious blood are the great themes of the saintly lady and 
goody-goody young men teachers, who find something else to 
talk about when they go home by themselves— or they would 
scarcely smirk so much.

If the children of pious families could give their experiences 
of Sunday, they would often unfold a tale of monotonous 
misery such as the records of maturer years could scarcely 
equal. Toys, pictures, books put out of sight, and only 
replaced by the Holy Bible ; the solitary amusement left, to 
hunt up its too familiar dirty passages ; family prayers longer 
than ever; no laughter allowed ; no romping in the garden, 
lest pious neighbors should be scandalised; church and 
Sunday-school vieing with each other in dreadful monotony. 
Those who have endured this can hardly think of the Chris
tian Sabbath, God’s holy day, without a shudder. The 
religionists have turned the day of rest, which to all should 
be a day of gladness, into one of gloom ; instead of being a 
period of delight, it is one of disgust.

I was once teacher of a Sunday-school. It was at a 
Unitarian chapel, and I at once secularised that institution. 
We had readings from the poets, fairy tales, stories from the 
novelists and from history, jokes and flirtation— for it was 
a girls’ class I conducted. Those girls enjoyed their Sunday- 
school, and there was at least one daughter of a Secularist 
among them. There is nothing I more delight in now than 
to show young people who are not used to it how to keep the 
Sabbath. “  May I have the pleasure of a dance, Miss ? Too 
good ? Your sister will favor us with the Toreador waltz- 
Or what say you to a quiet game at whist ? You don’t care 
for cards on Sunday, well give us a little song. What are 
the first lines of that popular ditty, “  Get your hair cut ?”

L ucianus.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir ,— In your last week’s leading article you say, “ Jesus 
Christ is urgently required on earth again to settle the piou3 
dispute between Treves and Argenteuil as to which possesses 
the real seamless coat.”  I am really sorry to say that I 
cannot come to earth to settle this important matter, j*3 
Heaven has been shifted some millions of miles from A3 
former position ; besides, you must remember that I am n° 
so young as I  was— I am nearly two thousand years old. 
as I wish to prove that both of these coats are frauds, I h*r0 
managed, by some ingenious means, to shoot this epistle iot0 
your letter-box.

I desire you to make it known to the British public"* 
least the thinking portion— that neither of the c o » 3 
was ever worn by myself while upon earth, and ^  
I can conclusively prove. In the first place, a eii.

coat of 
made of. ^

the next place I wore a linen tunic till I was eighteen, a 
then mother Mary bought me a coat for two pieces of 3“   ̂
from an old Jew. This lasted me until I was twenty-six,  ̂
then it was cut up for my young brothers, so that dispo3®3 
coat number one.

My next coat was bought at Egypt at the establishmen 
Moses and Co., while I was at college, and this is ,° 
that was raffled for by tho Roman soldiers at my crucifixi 
Joseph of Arimathea bought it from the soldier who "'•on ^  
and Joseph gave it me back after my resurrection, becauS® 
didn’t want me to go about naked. And I wish to m ° .0 
you— and this is the God’s truth— that I ascended 1 ^  
heaven with this identical coat, and it has been hang111? .^  
behind the throne of glory ever since, and the holy rfl I 
will be able to view it when they get to heaven. There 
think I have proved beyond the shadow of a doubt t k a ^ s> 
holy coats of Treves and Argenteuil are both gigantic “  
and are only on show for the purpose of making money-

Yours etc., J. CHal9i’

myself
can conclusively prove, 

penter’s son could never afford to buy a 
costly material as these two garments are

A little girl was overheard to say to her mother th^. f  
evening— “ Mother, I beliovo God thinks I ’m dead.” "  c0l, rk- 
asked the mother, somewhat astonished at the r 
“  ’Cause I haven’ t said my prayers for a week. _

Goodman— “  Our new minister is troubled with in3<̂  e£leh 
Cynicus— “ He should swallow some of his own sernio 
night before retiring.”
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.
[Notice* of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8.15, 

Entertainment (admission, ltl. and 2d.). Monday, at 8, social 
gathering;. Wednesday, at 7.30, dramatic class. Thursday, at 8, 
discussion class.

Camberwell— 61 New Church Road, S .E .: 7.30, Mr. J. B. 
Coppock, F C.S., “ The Sun’s Heat.”

Hall of Science, H2 Old Street, E .C .: 7.30, Mrs. Annie Besant, 
“ 1875 to 1891 : a Fragment of Autobiography.”

West Ham —  Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: 7.30,
Mr. H. Hooper, “  Christian Reconcilers.” Thursday, at 8, open 
debate.

West London— Clarendon Coffee Palace, Clarendon Road (close 
to Latimer Eoad Station): Friday, at 8.30, members’ business 
Meeting.

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Battersea Park Gates: 11.15, Mr. Harry Courtney, «  The Three

headed God” ; 7 ,Mr. A. Johnson, “ Bible and Christian Lies.” 
Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11.15, Mr. Thurlow 

'«’ill lecture.
Camberwell — Station Eoad: 11.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ The 

■Phil, sopby of Secularism.”
Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, Mr. G. Stand ring, “ Why are Atheists 

Moral ?”
Edmonton (corner of Angel Eoad): 7, Mr. C. Cohen, “ The 

' alue of Christianit3r.”
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, Mr. Sam Standring, 

‘ ^t. Augustine’s Confessions” ; 3.30, Mr. E. Calvert, “ Miracles 
and Prophecy as Tests of Truth-”
, Mammersinith Bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, Mr. P. H. Snelling, 

Hod Moves in a Mysterious Way.”
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, Mr. P. II. Snelling, “ A  

«ea for Unbelief.”
Kilburn— Salisbury Road (close to Queen’s Park Station): 6.30, 

tH Lucretius Keen, “ Has Man Evolved ?”
-Lin.slaud Green: 11.30, Mr. C. J. Steinberg, “ Morality and 
Sellgion.”
^Lambeth (corner of Belvedere Road, opposite St. Thomas’s 
j^Pital), Westminster Bridge: 6.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Design in

j A ê ton (open space near Vicarage Eoad, High Eoad): 11.30, 
• E. Eosetti, “ Is Easter a Christian Festival?” 

lec^ la u d  Arches (corner of Battle Bridge Road): 11.30, a

PrmJie End Waste: 11.30, Mr. W . Norrish, “ Freethouglit andPgress.”
NorthGian Finchley : 3.30, a lecture, 
hat F.MLco Pier : 11.30, Mr. F. Ha

W1pìaif-d h® Teach •'
Haslam, “ Who was Jesus and

"T> aist°w Green (near the Station): 11.30, Mr. H. Hooper, 
«enan’s Christ.” ^

« W l ^ ’d ’s^Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3.30, Mr. J. Fagan,

n .^H ^ ^ d -M a ttliew ’s Park Estate, Ham Park Eoad: 3.30, Mr.
Totl0p“r> “ Agnosticism and Christianity.”

“ Etliin i am (corner of West Green Eoad): 3.30, Mr. C. Cohen, 
V;ct Aspect of Religion.”

“ Thev''!1 Fark (near the fountain): 11.30, Mr. C. Cohen, 
a PPr„ '  . ue °f  1 hristianity ” ; 3.15, Mr. James Marshall, “  God,

Wo HUflcation-”
“ Chrt >Mreen—Jolly Butcher’s Hill: 11.30, Mr. W . J. Ramsey, 

lst s Moral Fables.”
Rett COUNTRY.

tneetjn°^de-H°le—Committee Eoom, Miner’s Hall: 6, members’

s 2 ? , ! !7 CoMen Hall, School Street, Waltham Street: Mr. W . 
into t i ” 2-30> “ What must I do to be Saved?” ; 6.30, “ A  Peep 

Live!ave.n and Hell.”
11, i, ,prP°ol—Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne Street: Mr. G. W . Foote, 
W'av * 16 Free of Knowledge ” ; 3, “  Nature and God ” ; 7, “ The 

¿ ’ “ Heaven.”
Van , ,  ter.N . S. S., Secular Hall, Rusholme Road, Oxford 
BoW AH Saints’ : 11, ’busses leave the hall for annual picnic to
at>d A "  ; tea at 4, at “ Stamford Arms." Tickets (including tea it I4re), 3s_

-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall (corner of Clayton Street and

L — Wellington Hall, Wellington
Hosnji .l° re, “ Hospitals.”  A  collection will 

Beam1 Sunday Fund.

Street): 3, first monthly meeting in new premises,
Street, Southsea : 
be made for the

-Forester’s Hall, West Street : 7, monthly meeting of

— Se ular Hall, Milkstone Road : 6.30, important 
Shegi Meeting of members.

j)t 2 t0 d N. S. S. members and friends meet by Victoria Station 
^rbuth0 to Oarnall and neighborhood, and from thence to Mr. 
l ®°uth Attercliffe) to tea.
Jeave ,! shields N. S. S., annual picnic to Holywell Dene; brakes 
> ĥttile l lQ Street, North Shields, at 1 o’clock.
“hsij,,, Gaud— Albert Rooms, Coronation Street: 7, important 

esa meeting.
Pars, OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

W F -  3> Mr. J. Grange, “ Moses and Darwin” ; 6, Mr. A. B.
Hull *“ > “ Why do the Clergy Shun Discussion r”

’ ■ Bo,) 7 k orP0raiion Field : 11, Mr. W . Heafortl, “ Man’s Reason 
.. ? e'vca?nVelaUon-”An ijn7 Ie~Quayside (near big crane): 11, Mr. A. Dawson, 

P uchment of the Christian Faith.”

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
Stanlky Jones, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.—Aug. 30, 

Halstead. Sept. 6, Rochdale; 7, Wigan; 10, Blackburn; 11, 
Darwen; 13, Manchester; 14, Nelson ; 15, Nelson; 19, Chester; 
20, Liverpool; 27, Rushden. Oct. 4, Battersea; 18, Finsbury 
Park. Nov. 1, West Ham.

Am nia B. Moss, 44 Crert on Road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E. 
—Aug. 30, morning, Woolwich. Sept. 6, morning, Clerkenwell; 
13, morning, Clerkenwell Green; afternoon, Victoria Park; 20, 
morning, Westminster. Oct. 4, Camberwell; 11, Westminster; 
18, morning, Hall of Science; 25, Camberwell.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley Road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W .—  
Aug. 30,morning, Camberwell; evening, Lambeth.

WORKS BY COL. R G. IN6ERS0LL
Some Mistakes of Moses. The only complete edition

as a novel. 132pp. 1 0
Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 1 6

Defence o f Freethought. A five hours’ speech at tho 
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy ... 0 6

Reply to Gladstone. With a Biography by J.M. Wheeler 0 4
Rome or Reason ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning 0 4
Crimes against Criminals 0 3
W liy am I an Agnostic ? Parts I. and II., each 0 2
Faith and Fact. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field ... 0 2
God and Man. Second Reply to Dr. Field ... 0 2
The Dying Creed... 0 2
The Household o f Faith ... 0 2
The Limits o f Toleration. A Discussion with 

Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford
tho

0 2
A rt and M orality 0 2
Do I  Blaspheme? 0 2
The Clergy and Common Sense ... 0 2
Social Salvation ... 0 2-
God and tho State 0 2
Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s View 0 2
The Great Mistake ... ... 0 1
Live Topics 0 1
Myth and Miracle 0 1
Real Blasphemy ... 0 1
Repairing the Idols 0 1

Whole o f the above Worlcs o f Ingersoll bound in 
volumes, cloth, 7s.

Oration on W alt Whitman

two

0 3
Love the Redeemer 0 2

Now R eady .
Second Edition— Containing Notes Up to Date.

SALVATION SYRUP
OR

L I G H T  ON  D A R K E S T  E N G L A N D . 
A  Reply to G E N E R A L  BOOTH  

By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.

For Distribution—One Dosen, Is. Gd., postage 3d.

B I B L E
Now R e a d y

- ¡ E R O
B y  G. W  FOOTE.

Handsomely Bound in Cloth.
Price— T W O  S H IL L IN G S  A N D  S IX P E N C E .

CENTENARY EDITION
or

THE RIGHTS OF MAN
B y  TIIOMAS PAINE.

With aPolitical Biography by J. M. W heele.tì,
Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, Ss.

—NOW READY—

THE AGE OF REASON
B y  TIIOMAS PAINE.

New Edition. With Preface by G. W. Foote.

Compì et c -O N E  SH ILLIN G .
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T H E  GRAND OLD BOOK
A  REPLY TO

T H E  G R A N D  O L D  M A N .
By G. W. FOOTE.

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W . E. Gladstone’s “  Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.’

CONTENTS:
Preface— Preliminary View— The Creation Story— The Fall of Man— The Psalms— the Mosaic 

Legislation— Corroborations of Scripture— Gladstone and Huxley— Modern Scepticism.

Paper Covers, One Shilling. In Cloth, Eighteenpence.

MISCELLANEOUS THEOLOGICAL WORKS.
BY

Price One Shilling.

T H O M A S  P A I N E .
Including all his writings on Religion except the “  Age of Reason. 

A VERY NEAT EDITION.
Progressive Publishing Company, 23 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Price One Shilling.

THE CODE OF NATURE.
Price Twopence.

B y D 1D E B O T  and D ’H O L B A C H .

W I T H  A  P R E F A C E  B Y  G.  W.  F O O T E .  

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street.
Price Twopence.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Voi.1.
By Dr. T. E. ALLINSON,

4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London, W 
Of the Author, for Postal Order for li  2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy; 
Health ; Longevity; The Teeth ; Brown Bread; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing: 
Z'ight; Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, «fee.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. V cc. II.
Of the Author, for Postal Ordenfor li. 2d. 

Containing Articles on .- The Healing Power of 
Nature,; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health '; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless
ness; Want of Energy, «fee.; Health Hints for Workers, 
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the 
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of 
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlesimeas, Di
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, «fee.

MEDICAL ESSAYS- Vol. III.
Post free from the A uthor fo r  postal order for Is. 2d 

It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No 
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, 
and How to Get It; The Management of Young 
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast 
ing; Perfect Foods; Green Foods, Suppers; Un. 
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration; 
Sea Bathing, &c. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat 

to Judge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe 
PropOrly ; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; I Live : to 
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to 
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and 
Cura of the following Diseases: StoinaGh Troubles, 
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boil* and 
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens, Hay 
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains,'and om the Dis
eases Produced by taxing Mercury.

No House is Complete without these Works. 
When ordering the Essays, ho sure and state which 

Volume you require.
HYGIENIC MEDIC <E;

Qk, THE ONLY RATIONAL WAY OF TREATING
DISEASE.

Everybody likes it who reads it. ^
Of the Author, for Postal.order for 1*. Id.

«¿HEUMATISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE
Post, free seven stamps.

PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN.
Post free J3 stamps.

V O LTA IR E ’S
IMPORTANT EXAM INATION

OF THE

HO LY SCRIPTURES.
A Critical Inquiry into the Old and 

New Testaments.
PRICE FOURPENCE.

R. F ohder , 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz . post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directed 
•nvelope to

MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLETS.
Price Id. each, by post l§d .; the thirteen post free 

for Is 4d.
Agnosticism and Immortality. By Samuel Laing. 
Humanity and Dogma. By Amos Waters.
What the Old Testament Says About Itself. By 

Julian.
The Old Testament Unhistoric and Unscientific. By 

Julian.
The Four Gospels. By Julian.
The Subject of the Four Gospels. By Julian.
The Noble Path. By F. J. Gould.
Miracles Weighed in the Balance. By F. J. Gould. 
Our Brother Christ. By F. J. Gould.
The Immortal Bible. By F. ,T. Gould.
Agnosticism Writ Plain. By F. J. Gould.
Why I Am a Freethinker. By Agnoeco 
Darwinism and Religious Thought, iw  Frederick 

Millar.
Special Terms to Societies.

London ; Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’ s Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C.

W. J. Rendell’s 
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” p. 32,
“  Wife’s Handbook,”  p. 51.

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 Chad-
well Street, Clerkenwcll, .

2s. doz., post free (reduction in larger quantib08/g 
For particulars send stamped envelope. H igginS(L̂  
Syringe, with vertical and reverse current, 3s. t,cv’ 
4s. 6d. and 5s. 6<1. Dr. Palfrev s Powder, Is* . J 
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Malthusij* 
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of 

I tion”  and “ Wife’s Handbook,” 7M. each, p ostff,;
; —W. J. Rendell (J. Pullen, successor), 15 Chad-̂  
j Street. Clerkenwell. E.C. Near the “  Angel.”  __--
mo FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentle»1®”; 

1 requiring Superior Cut Garments at nione ^  
prices. First-class Style and Fit Guarantee ^  
H. H ampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Groat Castlo Street» 
Three doors from Regent Street. [Patronise 
leading Fresthinkers.] ________
"DLAOKPOOL.—Apartments, with or without 
-L-> Good cooking and cleanliness guaranteed, 
view. Mrs. Butterfield, 23 Bank Street.

EverJfvisitors.
Talbot Stre°

§TANTON, t(be People’ s Dentist, 835 Strand (oppo- 
site'Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE:, 

. Sd. eacn, upper or lower set, jCI. Beat quality, 4a. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four houri 
whan required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
X you pay Thore than the above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18e. 
gold li* .; stopping, 2a. 6d. extraction, la. painlea*
'•»v ffM. A*

J .  W. GOTT, 36 Villiers Street, Brad-
r-i *OT̂ * offers best possible value in all kinds of
'-'loth an 1 Materials. Any length cut. Patterns 
post free. Terms, ci«h with order.

T} 17 ATI “ THE MALTHUSIAN HERALD.”
SXjEjÌ Y V  Contains a Report of the Discussion j 
between Dr. Allinson and Mr. A. F. Hills on Sexual 
Morality (Illustrated)—An Article on the Great Social j 
Problem (the only practical solution)—Hints and I 
Suggestions to the Unmarried—Hints and Sugges
tions to the Married—List of reliable Specialities, etc. ' 
One Penny, of Newsagents everywhere. Publisher: It. I 
P order, 28 Stonecutter Street, London. E.C. Spe
cimen copy, Id., from F. E. May, Harlesden Grove, 
London, N.W.

T^LACKPOOL.—Apartments for
home comfort. 2 Edward Street, -----  .

Luke Beaumont (late of Milnsbridge), Proprie^J

THE ESSENCE “Y  OF RELIGION
GOD THE IMAGE OF MAN g  

MAN’S DEPENDENCE UPON 
THE LAST AND ONLY SOURCE u 

RELIGION.
By LUDWIG FEUERBACH.

«N o one has demonstrated an<? ex[[f (jol 
the pu rely  human origin of the idea 
better than Ludwig F euerbach . —■ e a

“ I confess that to Feuerbach - ejjug; 
iebt of inestimable gratitude. fttfd
about in uncertainty for the gro -7eUer- 
finding everywhere shifting san Jarkhe!? 
bach cast a sudden blaze in t ieu^ p eV, 
and disclosed to me the wa- *
Baring-Gould.

W Pi —Return at once if you wish to see your 
. Ky. wjfe aiiye. Have been expecting y ou ' 

hourly. All forgiven. Return and make amends to I 
your unhappy Wife and Mother.—M. D.

Divorce

TT7ILL the Gentleman (presumably of the name of | 
» » Mills) who borrowed the “  Prophet of Nazareth ” ! 

from 3 Prospcct-place, Woolwich, bo good enough to 
return same at once ?

Marriage and
a N agnostic s v ikw.

Bx CÓL. R. G. INGERSOLC- 
Price T w op en ce .

Printed and Published by O . ’
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