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A NEW FRENCH LIFE OF CHRIST.

kiting to Mdlle. Leroyer de Chantepie, on October
.Y 863, the great Flaubert said, “ Do you know the
Ve of Jesus by Doctor Strauss? It sets one think-
t and is substantial. | advise you to read this
r&- which is dry, yet in the highest degree inte-

~ Flaubert was right. Strauss’s book was solid, and
0t the reader thinking. In England it caused a
rtect storm. The author’'s views and arguments
er0 popularised with pen and tongue, and pooh-
Joohed or “ refuted” from hundreds of pulpits, For
O first time the ordinary thoughtful reading public
s interested in a scientific treatment of the Gospel
°f Jesus Christ.

mo-tterwards there appeared a less solid, but far
jCre brilliant Life of Christ by the (now) great
writer Renan. It was written when the

fro °r ~ad but just broken away, though for ever,
tut j Catholic Church in which he had been nur-
(0 < It was also profoundly influenced by his visit
"“SslfIO Holy Land.” Renan made ridiculous con-
KutlollS ~° “orthodoxy in respect to the date and
\ras of the Gospels. But his point of view
cdou i a complete sceptic as to the supernatural.

with a fascinating style, this made the work
ty eyes ~Ne prints- It was banned
of » .°PSand Archbishops. But it sold in myriads
lull, lesJ aQd it must have exercised a powerful

jaeace.

Sliyriai 8 Vie de Jesus is the least satisfying of his
4ishp of volumes on the Origins of Christianity. It
for ,vV UP the pious, fervid Communist of Jerusalem
~ Palate of a Parisian public. One critic re-
page°a that there was the smell of patchouli on every
Evei- ~ Overtheless the deeper scholarship and
H j - v Criticism of to-day need not sneer at the Vie
fy'efa'li* as contemptible. Strauss himself, in the
to his New Life of Jesus, paid Renan a coin-

“l j [/ though a cynic might find a sting in its tail.
alce  u N hailed the work of Renan on its appear-
Kouj'i "rote Strauss, “ when my own was nearly
closej Ot” the sign of a generally felt want; on
tboly, acquaintance | accept it respectfully, and
fry 0 °y no means tempted by its example to alter
fitter,1 plan\ 1 may say that all | wish is to have
Is for d as suitable a work for Germany as Renan’s

p France.”

~otaent S Histoire Elcmcntaire ct Critique de Jesus
frore .1 ai*y and Critical History of Jesus) was a far
~Peareq01011" piece of work than Renan’s. It
Nw js @nty a year after the Vie de Jesus, and even
H , th 01l WOrth translating into English. But it
lb m tllun ' excluisite style of Renan, the light touch,
fref, ~ mating metaphors, the fine reflections— in
<sychOlo6. finalities of a literary artist and a born
e Learning is great, and science is
style that embalms. Renan’s book
"angerous one, and_ it is really, though

} as', an antldote to the Vie de Jésus that

> thus *
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[Pbice One Penny.

Pére Didon puts forth his two portly volumes entitled
Jésus Christ.

Father Didon is a devout Catholic ; indeed, he is
one of the Preaching Brothers, and a Lecturer on
Theology. Like a true son of the Church, he con-
forms to her sternest discipline. His book bears the
Imprimatur of his ecclesiastical superiors, who
declare its dogmatic part to be in conformity with
Catholic teaching, besides paying the author some
handsome compliments which are rather outside their
province. There is also a Letter from the Holy
Father himself. The old gentleman who is nominally
chosen by God, though actually elected by the
Cardinals, to sit in St. Peter’s chair, eulogises Father
Didon’s book, and bestows from the bottom of his
heart the Apostolical Benediction on the meritorious
author, who has “ applied himself with such laudable
care to putting in the proper light the holy person of
our Divine Redeemer.” This is sonorous enough in
our English version, but still more so in the Italian
of the Pope’s secretary, the Cardinal Rampolla. The
fine old-crusted-port style of writing is one of the
trade-tricks of the Papacy.

Father Didon’s book is in two volumes, containing

nearly a thousand pages. The price is sixteen francs
— a little over thirteen shillings. This puts it beyond
the reach of multitudes who have read the cheap
edition of Renan. Yet it seems to be selling, for our
own copy is marked “ twenty-third thousand.”
Compared with Renan’s, the style of Father Didon
is of the cart-wheel order. But there is unfairness
in the comparison. Three-fourths of the work is
rather preaching than writing. A more proper
comparison would be with Archdeacon Farrai”s Life

of Christ. Here we think the Frenchman has
a decided advantage. The French language does
not lend itself so readily as English to the
pompous inflation, the tumid rhetoric, which are the

chief characteristics of Archdeacon Farrar’'s book—
and, indeed, of all his writings. Allowing for the
Catholic bias, we should say that Father Didon’s
work, if translated into English, would command a
large sale, and take the first place among such pro-
ductions.

But what, after all, is the value of such productions
to any thinking being? Strip works like Farrar’s
and Didon’s of their sermonising, and all their real
contribution to a Life of Christ would hardly fill a
good-sized pamphlet. It cannot be too sternly
repeated that all we shall ever know about Jesus
Christ— if, indeed, we know anything— is contained
in the four Gospels. In saying this we generously
sweep away the apocryphal ” Gospels, which
delighted the early Christians, but are now the oppro-
brium of both Protestants and Catholics; although
it must be said that wmiters like Father Didon,
while repudiating these infantile productions of early
Christian imagination, do not scruple to borrow from
them any striking feature that may serve to heighten
the “ wonderful story ” of their Lord and Savior.
Well then, if the four Gospels contain all we can
ever know about Jesus, why are they not left as they
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stand ? Why be always taking them to pieces, and
putting the fragments into a fresh shape ? Is it not
impertinence, not to say blasphemy, to deal in this

fashion with writings that were
Holy Ghostl ?

Of making books there is no end. Too many
volumes (of a sort) are already written about Jesus
Christ. All that can now be of the least service is
scientific criticism of the text of tho Gospels, further
light wupon their date and authorship, fresh
tracing of the relation between Christianity and the
Judaic and Pagan systems, and a more rigid
examination of the alleged references to an “ his-
torical” Jesus in writers of the first century after the
Crucifixion. Nothing but book-making can result
from a design like Father Didon’s, who tells us that
he has taken the pearls of the Gospels and put them
in a fresh setting.

The very -first paragraph of Father Didon’s book

“ inspired by the

shows the uncritical spirit in which he writes.
“ Jesus Christ,” he says, “ is the great name in
history. There are others for whom men die, but he
is the only one who is adored among all nations, all
races, and through all ages.”

This is the language of reckless panegyric.

Buddhism and Mohammedanism have both extended
through many ages, and attracted the devotion of

different nations and races. Tho fact is, Father
Didon writes as a Catholic; to him the world is
Christendom, it has been one religion, and that

religion has but one Church. The moment he lifted
his eyes over the three-fourths of the world that
Christianity does not embrace, he would see the
insular absurdity of his opening sentence.

Equally absurd is the penultimate paragraph of
the first section of his Preface. “If Jesus,” says
Father Didon, “ was in reality no more than the man
who was despised by Jews and Pagans, how has he
ploughed the earth so deeply ? how did ho found a
religion which dominates the world ?”

Questions like these only bog tho whole issue.
They also imply what sceptics deny. Christianity is
much more than the person and teaching of Jesus.
W e defy Father Didon to discover tho basis of half
his Catholic dogmas in tho words of the Nazarene.
For the rest, it would be just as easy for a Buddhist
or a Mohammedan to say, “ If tho founder of my
faith was only an ordinary man, how has he ploughed
the earth so deeply ? how did ho found a system
which has so many adherents, and which has subsisted
through so many centuries ?” Tho Buddhist might
even say, “ My faith includes more people than yours ;
it existed before yours, and will probably outlive it.”

Even moro than absurd is another remark of
Father Didon’s. It is positively childish. “ Those
who have combated tho reality of the history of
Jesus,” he says, “ have surely not seen Palestine; if
they had gone over it, with tho Gospels in their hand,
they would have understood that the Gospels are not
invention.”

According to this remark, a visit to Palestine in
a.d. 1891 will assure the traveller of what happened
there between a.d. 1 and a.d. 33! It is a pity that
Father Didon does not toll us what particular organ
is able to discern truth from falsehood across a chasm of
nearly two the ~sand years, by merely standing on the
locality of tho narrative. Certainly the traveller may
find Bethlehem, but will it furnish him with any
proof of tho miraculous birth of Christ? Certainly
he may find tho sea of Tiberias, but will it furnish
him with any proof that Jesus walked on the water ?
Certainly he may find Jerusalem, but will it furnish
him with any proof of the Resurrection ? Certainly
he may find Bethany, but will it furnish him with any
proof of the Ascension ?

G. W. FOOTE.
(To be concluded.”)
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RELIGION AND MAGIC.

At bottom religion and magic are one and the same.
The earliest religion being the belief in spirits, the
earliest worship is an attempt to influence or pro-
pitiate them by means that can only be described as
magical; the beliefin spirits and in magic both being"
founded on dreams. Medicine men and sorcerers
were the first priests. Herbert Spencer says
i (Principles of Sociology, § 589): “ A satisfactory dis-

j tinction between priests and medicine men is difficult
1to find. Both are concerned with supernatural
agents, which in their original form are ghosts; and
their ways of dealing with these supernatural agents
are so variously mingled, that at the outset no clear
classification can be made.” Among the Patagonians
the same men officiate in tho “ threefold capacity of
priests, magicians and doctors” ; and among the
North American Indians the functions of “ sorcerer,
prophet, physician, exorciser, priest, and rain doctor
are united.

The most esteemed persons among the Jews were
magicians. Moses tried his skill against the EgyP’
tian conjurers, and with his magic rod divided the
water of the Red Sea and drew water from a rock-
Samuel was ruler, priest, and weather doctor. Elijah
was a corpse-restorer and rain-compeller. The Grim
and Thummin were magical articles used in divina-
tion (see Numb, xxviii., 21;. 1 Sam. xXxiii., 9; XxXx-r

7-8). The ephod and phylacteries were magic*0
amulets. The holy oil, water of jealousy, braze0
serpent, and teraphim were all magical, JesU3

Christ was a great wonder-worker or magician, cast'
ing out devils, turning water into wine, healing
diseases even by the touch of his magical robe, an0
finally levitating from earth.

In process of time the priest displaces the sorcerer
while still retaining certain of his functions.
gods of a displaced religion are regarded as devi
and their worship as sorcery. Much of the per&ecn
tion of witchcraft which went on in the ages whe
Christianity was dominant was really the extirpate0
of the survivingrites of Paganism. It is curious tb®
it is always the moro savage races that are belief
to have the greatest magical powers. Dr. E. B. '$y°
says :

"In the middle ages tho name of Finn was, as it siU
remains among seafaring men, equivalent to that of sorcer®)
while Lapland witches had a European celebrity as pr*c
tioners of the black art. Ages after the Finns had riseO
the social scale, the Lapps retained much of their old
savage habit of life, and with it naturally their witchcrat ,
that even the magic-gifted Finns revered the occult powotS
a people more barbarous than themselves.”*1 n

The same writer in his article on Magic iQ
Encyclopedia Britannica, says :

“ Among the early Christians, sorcery was recognised”
illegal miracle; and magic acts such as turning m°n jra
beasts, calling up familiar demons, raising storms, etc-, j,;
mentioned, not in a sceptical spirit, but with reprobation- ,ef
the changed relations of the state to the church. u
Constantine, the laws against magic served the new P°T(.,
of proscribing the rites of the Greek and Roman reII°J((X|i:t
whoso oracles, sacrifices, and auguries, once carried on
the highest public sanction, were put under the sainO
with the low arts of the necromancer andjtho witch- gaye
Christianity extended its sway over Lurope,.n"side”1
antagonism continued, the church striving with consi "
success to put down at once the old local religions, a
even older practices of witchcraft; condemning 1°°
Woden as demons, they punished their rites in conun0
those of the sorceresses who bewitched their neigfJ?°r
turned themselves into wolves oi cats. Thus grd—dualff‘ 10
the legal persecution of witches which went on thro a
Middle Ages Uinder scorleiaficnl sangtien betH Cab
Protestant.’

But the religion of Christendom contained <5
less elements of magical practices +*NIl

N

N

* Primitive Culturer vol. i., p. 103.
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Paganism. In tlie early Christian Church a consider-
atde section of its ministry was devoted to the casting
°ut of devils. Regulations concerning the same were
contained in the canons of the Church of England.
. 9 niagical power of giving absolution and remis-
sins is still claimed in our national Church,
nroughout the course of Christianity, indeed,
logical effects have been ascribed to religious rites
3lIJ.Corisecrafed objects.

' mtor Rydberg, the Swedish author of an interest-
ing work on The Magic of the Middle Ages, says (p.
85) = “ Every monastery has its master magician,
Who ge 15 agni Dei, conception billets, magic incense,
Sk and tapers which have been consecrated on
~m a s Day, palms consecrated on Palm Sunday,
f).lers besprinkled with holy water on Ascension

and many other appliances belonging to the
magical apparatus of the Church.”

eus are consecrated to this day, because they were

. Pposed to have a magical effect in warding off

Hons. Their efficacy for this purpose is specifically
~ted by St. Thomas Aquinas, the greatest doctor

oe Church, who lays it down that the changeable-
Vv s the weather is owing to the constant conflict

j~een good and bad spirits.
pgPtisin is another magical process. There are
a ,j~e still in England who think harm will come to
We p ~ ~ isnotchristened.* In Christian Baptism
u b&Ve the magical invocation of certain names,
d1 6 ~he ever blessed Trinity. The process is
in to have a magical efficacy, and is as much
~ 90 nature of a charm as making the sign of the
& s With holy water, or the unction with holy oil,
Cnj. Reparation for death. So important was it
fleered that the water shoufd prevent
~Honic power that holy squirts were used to bring
, emagical liquid in contact with the child before
®w the light!
hfif Gdoctrine of salvation through blood is nothing
asurvival of the faith in magic. Volumes might
M  bitten on the belief in the magical efficacy of
Hea as a sacrifice, a cementer of Kkinship, and a
thQ s °f evoking protecting spirits. Blood baths for
°f certain diseases were used in Egypt and
stitjrJ” Europe. Longfellow alludes to this super-
1 his Golden Legend :
The only remedy that remains
5 the blood that flows from a maiden’s veins,
Who of her own free will shall die,
And give her fife as the price of yours !
-this is the strangest of all cures,

THi ~bunk, you will never try.
fian 0 hanging of the bread and wine of the Chris-
“Nide °ramen finto the body and blood of the God is

a piece of magic, dependent on the priestly

~hion .mula- The affinities of Christian com-
fey j 'Vitk savage superstition are so many that

*rea*e® in a separate article
let it be noticed that priests a7

tvh-T uP°n the Blessed Sacrament, for it
invests them with m .gid
» aud reverence consequent upon be i mao-ical
Emulated prayers are of the nature o f m g
5 @1S<* invocations. A prayer-book is a collection
I'v PObs for fine weather, rain, or ot or
é%&&é\olic soldier takes care to be armed with

ept OfCa™u”ar guard off stray bullets, or, in the

keayen Warst..coming, to waft ki® soul intg
bltoul The Protestant smiles at this superstition,

eaJitters a prayer for the self-same purpose. In
knQ*Ce the procedure is the same. The earliest
smi7ll Egyptian and Chaldean psalms and hymns are
Bngainst sorcery or the influence of evil spirits,
as the invocation taught to Christian children—

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
Bless the bed that I lie on.

Ibelief . . . . .
in magic, though it shows a survival in

See Hartland's Science of Fairy Tales, p. 94,
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Theosophy, as ghost beliefdoes in Spiritism, is dying
slowly; and with it, in the long run, must die those
religious doctrines and practices founded upon it
No magic can endure scientific scrutiny. Almost
expelled from the physical world, it takes refuge in
the domain of psychology; but there, too, it is being
gradually ousted, though it still affords a profitable
area for charlatanry.

Lucian has a story how Pancrates, wanting a
servant, took a door-bar and pronounced over it
magical words, whereon it stood up, brought him
water, turned a spit, and did all the other tasks of a
slave. What is this, asks Emerson, but a prophecy
of the progress of art? Moses striking water from
the rock was inferior to Sir Hugh Middleton bring-
ing a water supply to London. Jesus walking on
the water was nothing to crossing the Atlantic by
steam. The only true magic is that of science, and
this is no magic at all. J. M. W heeler.

PRESIDENTIAL NOTES.

The Organisation Committee held two sittings in
June and is likely to hold two in July. Its work is
growing, and | shall not be surprised if before long
it has to sit weekly. In its first sitting it dealt with
several matters of business, including the duties and
remuneration of the Secretary. After a full discussion
it was decided— and this has been endorsed by the
Executive— that Mr. Stanley Jones should be abso-

lutely under the control of the Committee. All his
lecturing engagements, on Sundays as well as other
days, will be made through the Committee. Branches

will pay him nothing, either in London or in the
country. He will be sent by the Committee, repre-
senting the Executive, and with the Committee the
Branches will have to make the financial arrange-
ments for his lectures. The aim will be, as far as
possible, to let the Branches have his services free.
This necessitates an increase of Mr. Jones’s salary,
which is fixed for the present at two guineas and a
half per week.

At the second sitting the Organisation Committee
dealt with the resolutions passed at the Conference

and prepared a report for the Executive. On my
own suggestion, the question of the proposed
Monthly Magazine was deferred till August. There

is no immediate hurry, and the Society’s hands are
just now full of business.

During the past month | have attended many
meetings of the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall Company,
the Memorial Committee, and the N. S. S. Executive.
Very important business had to be considered, which
is not yet ripe for public announcement and dis-
cussion, although it will have to be dealt with openly
before very long. One result of these meetings was
a proposal | laid before the last special meeting of
the Executive, and which was carried without a
single dissentient. This proposal was to engage the
Hall of Science on Sunday (morning and evening),
and on Thursday evening, with the minor hall when
required, for a period of one year, beginning on
September 29. For such use of the premises the
N. S. S. is to pay £250—a little less than £5 a week.
Under this tenancy the N. S. S. will arrange for all
the lectures and social gatherings, and I am desirous
of seeing some classes conducted in the minor hall.
Fuller details will be published shortly.

Mr. R. 0. Smith, the proprietor of the Hall of
Science, is resolved against continuing on the old
lines, and this step was practically inevitable, unless
the Secular party was prepared to lose its central
meeting-place in London— a meeting-place, too,
rendered historic by the struggles and triumphs of
Charles Bradlaugh. Under the new arrangement,
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which is made for twelve months, an effort will be
made to organise our party in the metropolis more
thoroughly. No doubt we shall render the meetings
more attractive by the introduction of music. Per-
sonally | shall strain every nerve to secure success.
| believe that more and more centralisation is neces-
sary to the welfare of Secularism. This is the direction

in which I have been working, and in which 1 shall
continue to work.
At the express wish of the Executive | am going

to see if anything can be done towards repealing the
Blasphemy Laws, at least so far as they prevent the
endowment of Freethought. The one indispensable
thing is to find a member of Parliament who will
take charge of a Bill.

Before concluding, let me call special attention to
the two important Funds now open— the Bradlaugh
Memorial Fund and the Fund for Liquidating Mr.
Bradlaugh’s Liabilities. All who intend to subscribe
should do so quickly. Mrs. Bonner’s arrangement
with the creditors has to bo carried outin September.
The other Fund, of course, will be kept open
indefinitely. But circumstances may, and probably
will, arise to make some decisive action inevitable at
no very distant date. For my part, | am anxious to
givo all who should subscribe the fullest opportunity
of doing so. | therefore press the matter upon their
attention. Collecting cards, also, can still be
obtained ; and Mr. Forder will be happy to send out
prospectuses of the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall
Company, Limited, and to receive applications for
shares, which are £1 each, payable Is. on application,
Is. on allotment, and in subsequent calls of 2s. fid.
The shares are thus within the reach of all who care
to assist in raising a Memorial to Charles Bradlaugh.

G. W. FOOTE.
President, National Secular Society.

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

Executive Meeting, Juno 24, Mr. Foote in the chair.
Pre3snt =Miss Vance, Mrs. Thornton Smith, Messrs. Moss,
Reynolds, Smith, Standring, Wheeler, Forder, Watts, Robert-
son, Killick, Hunt, Warren, Rater, Samson, lleaford, Beadle,
Roger, Hartmann, Easthop, Quinton, Larkin, and Jones, sec.

The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.
The financial statement for the month was received. The
report of the Organisation Committee was read, having
reference to the Finsbury Park Branch’'s new hall, the new
Branch in Finchley, and a monetary grant to the North
Middlesex Secular Federation, to Dr. Momerie’s recent
lecture and Mr. Forder’s illuminated address, the proposed
magazine, and new tracts. A monetary grant was reported
to have been made to the North-Eastern Secular Federation.
The report was accepted by the Executive.

The Organisation Committee recommended the Executive
to abandon the present list of special lecturers, and to request
those who wish to become special lecturers under the new
arrangement to send in a special application for a diploma.
The recommendation was accepted.

It was arranged so that all the secretary’s lecturing engage-
ments be made through the Organisation Committee. Mr.
Forder was elected a member of the Organisation Committee.

The affiliatio" to the Metropolitan Radical Federation then
came up for discussion. Mr. Fordcr proposed passing to the
next business ; Miss Vance seconded. Mr. Standring proposed
affiliating for the current year ; Mr. Moss seconded. After
some discussion, in which Mr. Hunt, Mr. Smith, and Mr.
Robertson took part, Mr. Standring’s proposition was carried.
The delegates elected were Messrs. G. W. Foote, Robert
Forder, George Standring and A. B. Moss.

Mr. Moss introduced a discussion on the Blasphemy Laws,
and after a short conversation, Mr. Foote was desired to see
whether any member of Parliament could be found to take
chargo of a Bill.

Donations to General Fund.— Bedlington Branch, 5s. ;
John Wylde, Is.

Stanley Jones, Sec.
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ACID DROPS,

The christening of Fife’'s baby was a grand affair. Such
an important little squaller required the services of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury and three other well-paid clergymen.
The water with which it was sprinkled wasbrought from the

Jordan. That ought to make Fife's baby a thorough “ child
of grace.” We presume it has secured a reserved seat in
glory.

Parnell has committed the unpardonable sin.  Adultery
was bad enough, but marrying Mrs. O'Shea is still worse.
According to the Catholic Bishop of Raphoe, Parnell has
“ capped the climax of brazened horrors ” by marrying “ t»6
divorced wife of a living man.”  Ordinary morality would
say that Parnell has done the right thing, .but theologies!
morality is extra-ordinary.

Coroners and others arc often found insufficiently acquaints
with the law on affirmations. A case in point occurred *
an inquest at St. Helens. Mr. Brockbank, a juryman, objects
to take the oath on the ground that he had no religion9
belief. The coroner said he did not think that entitled hi®
to make an affirmation. People could only affirm who ha
religious scruples against taking the oath, but a man who h»
no religious belief could have no religious scruple. "J'
Joseph Massey, solicitor, supported the coroner; but N'
Brockbank asked that the Act of Parliament should be c°rj
suited, whereupon the Freethinker was found to bo right arlJ
the lawyers wrong.

The American Presbyterians propose revising the
minster Confession of Faith out of all consistency. Instc»
of, as heretofore, hopelessly damning all heathen and infim *
since there is no salvation save in the name of J. C., t*w
now affirm that those incapable of being outwardly called
really redeemed by the aforesaid J. C. In this case it wm
better to be born a heathen or die an infant than to beco »
a Christian. In the latter caso the chances are a thous”
to one against your being of the elect, while the former
perfectly safe. Missionaries who take the gospel to the he»1
only give them an increased chance of damnation.

Much rejoicing goes on among those who consider tbeM.
selves enlightened Christians—such as the Unitarians,”™
instance— iiecause certain of the cruder aspects of CaNI”"
are being lopped off or put out of sight. But the W >
process is illogical; a little branch is cut off while the tiJ*3
remains and puts forth new shoots. The golden paved st®”"
of the New Jerusalem are just a3 much a figment a3 }
sulphurous lake of eternal fire. Jehovah is just as mu°”?
myth as Beelzebub. The old religion was all of a Vece,'ry
retained portions being just as much the offspring of imaS
tion as those that are discarded.

A rather awkward incident occurred in a Birmsicnn/e\
chapel last Sunday. The preacher, in the midst of an ® liie
peroration, sudderlly Stopped, oovewed His mooth witn
hand, and disappeared, sinking inside the pulpit, A sBr
of groping was audible, a sigh of relief was heard, »1 ™e.
preacher “ bobbed up serenely from below.” In Hi3 o
ment his teeth— artificial— had become loose and Lir “
upon the floor of his pulpit.

: nalist min 57

The Rev. Isaac Hill, a Congregationalist minister 8f if
port, fell under a certain suspicion which often afflict3f ¢].
men, and a great part of his congregation left the cltalL ,
About three weeks ago he went off for his usual _h°h t
His flock have since received a letter from him, stating ~
he will not return. God has “ opened a way” for 110
America.

The general secretary of the Y.M.C.A. reports:
are over J,000,000 young men in America to-day,
over 5,1)00,000 never darkened a church door. Seventy ™
out of every hundred of these young men do not » t,
church; ninety-five out of every hundred do not be jo
church, and ninety-seven out of every hundred do no
spread Christianity.”

A religious census of Stafford has been takon by
paper. The town has a population of over twenty tn gqi®
The attendance at all places of religious worship waS "



_July 5, 1891.1

the morning, 2878. in tho evening, or combined 5058, of
whom only 2,089 belonged to the Church of England.

The Church has objected as far as possible to give any
return of its income, and it is well known the clergy set down
as Daany offsets to their income as possible. Yet according to
a recent return it admits an annual income of £5,753,557,
~dependent of fees, pew rents, offerings, etc. Of this
the immense bulk, or £5,469,171, comes from ancient
endowment, only £284,386 being derived from private endow-
ments since 1703, which year, we presume, is fixed in order
tp include Queen Anne’s Bounty. This shows that when the
htne comes to deal with Church endowments, the private
oenefactions of which it boasts so much do not demand
prominent attention. But even these may be dealt with by
parliament, as anyone knows who gives anything to the
Church. No gifts could be taken by the nation on the con-
j*Hon that it should never hereafter dispose of them as it
thinks fit.

,, 7The General Baptist Association makes its protest against
i Oviolation of the ten commandments by military represen-
. ives of national authority and government. If the Associa-
I1°n holds to the Decalogue as it stands, it should keep the
3eventh day instead of the first, and prohibit all sculpture or
taking of' graven images.

Our editor and sub. had a splendid passage to and from
L6 Isle of Man in April. The weather was everything that
ud be desired; and had the Bishop of Sodor and Man been
ii? hoard, the journey could scarcely have been more pleasant.
Liverpool Protestant Standard, in the following para-
Sraph, explains to what it was the Atheists owed their pro-
°tion. It says— “ No less than four of the captains of the
V. 0°l Man steamboats attend the church of St. Andrew’s.
O¥%%onder there is safe sailing between Douglas and Liver-
P4+ No doubt squalls would arise should any of these
aPtains be tempted to visit the Liverpool Secular Hall.

A r- Mommerie is “ kicked out” at last. The Council of
tjInS 8 College have been “ reluctantly compelled ” to dismiss
o/riJr?m kis chair of logic and metaphysics for “ breaches
lhe jCP™ne-"  This is an astute move. It saves the Council
ho rou™ e and odium of a heresy-hunt.  Everyone knows,
Ihi P'er’ Ihat Dr. Momerie is expelled because of his Free-
st Mow the last link is severed we hope he will take

" é\ﬁameeting of Spiritists in St. James’s Hall last week,
. Rev. J. Page llopps claimed that the Bible was full of
Phitism from covei' to cover. Jahveh of the Old Testament
pj3either a band of spirits of varying grades, or a masterful
pirit who took possession of this wandering tribe of fugitive
avcg the name of Jehovah. From this rudi-
p ettary local god— the boss of a tribe of semi-savages—they
@re going on to discover the boss of the universe. But is
;)tqmtrh’? one ag much a figment of the imagination as the

1 =Mis Besant has intimated her decision not to seek for re-
j. e0tion to the London School Board, as she intends in future
0 ovote her energies entirely to Theosophy.

IRIng on Mrs. Besant's retirement, “ Urbanus ” of the
Mad °n 8ays that even those who regard tho late
th6 Rlavatsky as an adventuress “ will readily admit that

fOrm ~e°sophic platform is higher than the Secularist plat-
ar j, Yes, itis. Theosophy is higher than Secularism as

Tow °°n  'RflLcr than the pyramids. But balloons come
n>and the pyramids don't.

ieljp' Resant seems to bo an attractive subject for the
boafjt°WB Prcss. All the sects would liko to have her, and
Bere j° “ 1110 friend °f Charles Bradlaugh, you know.”
CathOp Church Times saying, “ Mrs. Besant began as a
Ore» lc- and, if she retains her reason, will no doubt end as

‘ivbttien * 1S C* T- forgets that Catholicism offers no career to
except one of silent self-sacrifice.

h T\tj N h t refers to the new teaching of a Theosophic
thO v, at “ R 3B necessary to a full and complete practico of
io6rj>CPts of Theosophy that a man should be conjugally
fitg) <. wwur 'Frisco contemporary knows this sort of thing at

gut. Mr. Macdonald says :— “ |1 have heard this doctrine
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before. Some years ago a man came preaching it in New
York. Of course he was a reincarnation of Jesus, Moses, and
the patriarchs. He made a convert of a lady who had pre-
ceded her husband thence from the far West, so that when
the latter had spurred over the plains to meet the female of
his kind, she received him courteously but coldly, and told
him to suppress his carnal nature. He must go away, she
said, and not return to her society until deep thought had
eradicated the pineal gland and he was selfless. He did so,
and shortly thereafter the woman and the prophet set up
housekeeping. The prophet has since established himself in
San Francisco, and j3 said to be fairly successful in separating
husbands and wives. Observation teaches that priestly
celibacy, Theosophic celibacy, and Koreshan celibacy are for
the aged and the uninitiated.”

“ Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth,” said Jesus
Christ. The Archbishop of Prague differs from J. C. He
deposited 100,000 marks in the Bohemian Agricultural
Bank, and has lost “ the blooming lot” through the presi-
dent’s embezzlement.

The West Ham Branch had a concert in aid of its funds
It had also the audacity to send two tickets to the local M.P.,
Mr. Forrest Fulton. Of course they were returned. Mr.
Fulton has “ no sympathy with Secularism,” and the longer
he lives the more convinced he becomes that “ the only sure
foundation on which we can rest our actions here is a reve-
rent belief in the sacred truths of the Christian religion.”
Well now, one of the sacred truths of the Christian religion
is that poverty is a blessing, and that a rich man stands as
good a chance of getting into heaven as a camel does of going
through the eye of a needle. We shall believe in Mr. Forrest
Fulton’s sincerity when he sells all he has and gives the
proceeds to the— say the West Ham Branch of the National
Secular Society.

From Freethought (San Francisco) we see that the Pittsburg
authorities have refused to permit Colonel Ingersoll to speak
on Sunday evening to an audience charged for admission.
Yet several Homan Catholic churches in the same city charge
for admission every Sunday in tho year. Some months ago
two and five dollars were charged for admission to a dis-
course by Cardinal Gibbons. Evidently there is one law for
Christians and another for Freethinkers in Pittsburg.

In the Old Testament days they often wanted rain. Some-
times they wanted it badly. Once there was no rain for three
years. It sounds strange, but 'tis as true as the Bible.
Well, when they wanted rain they used to pray for it, or get
a prophet to do the praying for them. But that fine old
method has somehow fallen into contempt in this enlightened
age. We actually read that over at Washington the Agri-
cultural Department has been experimenting in the sky. A
balloon was sent up into the clouds, where it exploded, and a
downpour of rain occurred the same evening, though no one
is sure it was tho result of the explosion. Anyhow, the
godly methods of old are dying out, and the devilish spirit of
carnal science is captivating men’s minds.

The majority of the trustees of the Secular Hall at Mel-
bourne being in opposition to Mr. Symes, they were not only
able to obtain possession of the building, but went the length
of erasing his name from the inscription on the memorial
stone. The incident is a significant warning against making
the direction of a hall company too inclusive.

“ Some few years ago Mr. Foote, the Secularist, was prose-
cuted and imprisoned for publishing some comic illustrations
in connection with the history of the Jewish God of the Old
Testament. We seem to have made some advance in tolera-
tion since then. At this moment tho dead walls of the
kingdom are placarded with a caricature of one of the comic
stories in the Old Testament, treated with irresistible humor
by Colonel Ingersoll—the animals going into the Ark. The
caricaturist on this occasion is not Mr. Foote, but the well-
known firm of matchmakers, Bryant and May. Their comic
animals are each carrying into the Ark a box of matches
amid demonstrations of general zoological rejoicings. Will
Messrs. Bryant and May be prosecuted for blasphemy, or have
the public ceased to believe in those old Oriental fables ?”__.
Reynolds's Newspaper.

Lydia Harvey, a poor widow, has been fined half-a-crown
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by the Gloucester County Sessions magistrates for selling
newspapers on a Sunday. She pleaded that it was her only
means of living. But that is a small matter to the gentlemen
on the Bench. They all of them, we suspect, break the
Sabbath for their pleasure ; but to do so for a living is an
awful sin against God. Better die, Lydia Harvey, and go to
heaven—if you can find the route, and it must be admitted
that the parsons’ directions are rather hazy.

The Catholics hare resolved, despite being in a hopeless
minority, to protest against the Free Education Bill. A reso-
lution was passed at Manning’'s house condemning it. The
Cardinal is astute enough to see that in the long run free
education will be no advantage to the Church.

In the Middle Ages the Pope assigned heathen territory to
his Catholic subjects of Spain or Portugal just as he pleased.
He cannot do this just now, but he has consecrated to the
Most Holy and ever-blessed Virgin Mary the Free State of
the Congo, which owns the suzerainty of King Leopold of
Belgium. What does pious Stanley think of this ?

Dr. Parker is on the warpath. He denounces the Emperor
of Germany for wanting to visit the Naval Exhibition on a
Sunday. If the Emperor wanted to visit Parker's Exhibition
on Sunday it would be different. Of course !

The Emperor of Germany was going to visit the Naval
Exhibition on Sunday, July 12, but the visit is now postponed,
probably because he has been informed that the London
Secular Federation Excursion is on that date. The steamboat
will pass the Naval Exhibition, and the Freethinkers of
London would have seen the pious Emperor enjoying himself
on the Lord’s Day.

Six hundred manuscript pages of Mrs. Booth’s autobio-
graphy have been lost. General Booth is much concerned.
Should he not put up special prayers for their recovery ?

General Booth is a law-abiding man. He makes a boast of
it. But he “can't abide” laws that interfere with his
“ Army.” He tells the Eastbourne Salvationists to go on
fighting the magistrates, who won'’t allow bands in the streets
on Sundays. Of course, they must go on. Booth knows
that the “ Army ” is nothing without a band. Anyhow, it
must beat a big drum. Its policy is to “ make a joyful noise
before the Lord,” and there is no doubt about the noise.

We always understood that Sir F. Burton was a Freethinker.
Lady Burton, however, who is herself a Catholic, has had him
buried, with her own Church rites. She has also destroyed
the manuscript of a translation from the Arabic, on which he
had been occupied for ten years. Her object seems to have
been to save his soul. She forgot that her husband was little
likely to need “ salvation '’ here or elsewhere.

Sir Bichard Burton’s niece, Miss Stisted, contributes some
reminiscences of her uncle to Temple Tar. His parents were
old-fashioned Church people, who desired he should become
a clergyman. But “ his parents’ well-meant project came to
nothing ; for when about three-and-twenty he became a Deist,
and although, as his friend Cameron truly says, no man was
ever more qualified to write a critical comparison of the
religions of the world, he never altered his views again.” This
is at least decisive as to Burton’s rejection of Christianity.

The credulity of mankind is something marvellous. The
Eev. W. P. Brown, of Independence, Mo., is selling off his
effects for cash, with which he purposes going to Jerusalem
in order to be present at the second coming of Christ. He
says the event is not far distant, because the Jews are rapidly
returning to Jerusalem. Oh, that all believers were inspired
to go there also !

Mr. W. W. Pocock, of London, has given £500 to start a
fund with which to provide suitable books for needy local
preachers. We hope our Bible Handbook will be included.
It is a capital book for preachers, whether needy or well-off,
local or otherwise.

Mr. Il. L. Hastings, the Yankee evangelist, is the author
of a pamphlet on the Inspiration of the Bible, which is circu-
lated by the hundred thousand in England. We are now
told that it has not brought “ much profit to the author,”
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and the Eev. Edward White begs for £500 for him through
the Christian World. Would it not be best to print the
publisher’s account of income and expenditure before raising
money for this “ first-class hardy soldier of Jesus Christ” ?

The fire at Louis Tussaud’'s Exhibition did not destroy the
collection of instruments of torture. They will still be
displayed for the edification of those who need object lessons
n “ Christian charity.”

The Eev. A. J. Pulling, late curate of Wingfield, has
off easily with six months’ imprisonment for seducing “
young girl of fifteen. The girl, it is stated, will shortly
become a mother.

The Church Times calls attention to “ The Parson’s PrayerjI
a piece of verse reprinted in a halfpenny Welsh paper.
says it “ comes perilously near an infringement of the Bias'
phemy Laws.” If, as we surmise, the reprint is of one of o°r

own Freethinker tracts, “ The Parson’s Cieed,” we dare sof
the Church Times is correct.
Can a lady be her own aunt? To this conundrum

Theosophy replies in the affirmative. Mr. A. P. Sinne »
author of The Occult World, who, we suppose, has he®
vouchsafed a special revelation, tells in Lucijer about t
previous incarnations of Il. P. Blavatsky. He says, “
very last incarnation before this one just completed was
the person of a member of her own recent family, an
who died prematurely, and that existence does not seem
have served her advancement in any important degree.”
being one's aunt hardly fits in with Mr. Sinnett's o
explanation that a period of usually over fifteen hunm
years is spent in Devachan before a fresh re-incarnation. *
then, Il. P. B. was an exceptional person.

Mr. Sinnett is confident Te®
will be a masculine one. Indeed, he hints that therevﬁ
no natural reason for her death save that she me»0*
re-incarnate herself by violence in some mature masslT»9
body. We fancy H. P. B. would at any rate never select
corpus of A. P. S. That would not serve her advancer&e i0
any important degree.

A case of the Christian conversion of a Hindu boy aEﬁlib
has excited much commotion in Bengal. The poy

Eow, was enticed from the guardianship of his Jr@iﬂf@t'\
by the Eev. Il. Bird, in order that he might be broRiht ®
Christian. An action at law was brought, and the

God was ordered to give up the boy and prohibited fon
teaching Christianity or interfering with the boy’s rehf jt
until he attains the age of majority. During the cdS
transpired that the missionaries both suborned witnesses ~
tampered with documents in order to prove that the ho)
eighteen.

Several recent cases of a similar character have i l\ﬁl
the zemindars of the Hooghly District to get up an
Missionary Memorial ” to the Government. Ono
especially complained of is the interference of mission®
the religious fairs and festivals. These ceremonies
conducted in the open-air, the missionaries HnD“at
have the right to intrude and deliver public addresses, ~ if
natives claim they are as much religious gathermO
celebrated in a temple.

“ Papa,” asked a little boy the other day, apparenyy\ kes>
from a theological controversy with some young
“ papa, was Christ a Jew ?” “ Yes.” “ Was he
truly a Jew ?” “ Yes,” was the answer. There

pause, and then came the comment, “ Well, | always
God was a Presbyterian.”— Truthseelcer.
------- t
Spurgeon is a great man—a verij great man, J "0®

mortal. Anyhow he falls ill like meaner folk.

enza got hold of him, and then he had a relapse- >s
been attended by Dr. Kidd. But this is not enougn-." &
Monday his congregation had an all-day prayer-mLe

his recovery. This is rough on the doctor.

" OBITUABY.

Died at Indianopolis, Indiana, on June 16, “aura
aged 27, the wife of 11. €. Monroe- éi’ltheTrf‘B?chP&HA‘y rphfl
was one of the principal compositors on that Athe>
We tender Dr. Monroe and his son our respectful 8

Jifljig
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

KUERART communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14
Llerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at
the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year,
<3 3d.; Three Months, Is. \& Australia, China and Africa :
““One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months,
4s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.;
mthree Months, 2s. 8£d.
ale of Advertisements—-Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
s>' Half Column, 15s.: Column, £1 10s. Special terms for
Repetitions.
being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
~rapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future
eceive the number when their subscription expires in

ji colored wrapper.
M ERELL—W The sentence passed on Mr. Bradlaugli and
Us. Besant was six months’ imprisonment as first-class mis-
remcanants. They did not go to prison, however, for Mr.
fadlaugh quashed the indictment. (2) Mr. Bradlaugh was

j freemason. We believe he belonged to a French lodge,

p' ™ » beks.—Thanks for cuttings, etc.

—It will prove useful. Glad to hear your report
the spread of Freethought in Japan, India, and other

c eastern parts.

,( 10wr'O0T.—See “ Sugar Plums.” Sunday, July 12, is the

W w tPe London Secular Federation’s Excursion.

Th alckpie lb.—Shall be stopped till we hear from you again.
Cute()qiscussion between Grant and Holyoake has long been

print. Perhaps Mr. Forder could obtain you a second-

p hand copy.
hi-iiAN Gaiinek.—See “ Sugar Plums.  We hope the Leyton
E@ irfkers Wil ‘be-able to get rid of the Salvationists next

i e- If they come into a Freethought meeting and start a

fymn, peihaps it would be well for the Freethinkers to
\f%ltaﬁan%her tune, and beat them at their own weapons.
J_p 'x—-Certainly not.

kbwuEx WiltdB to know the address of a stationer who
J. R8fhe Freethinker in East Greenwich.

°KEs.—No doubt your distribution of copies of this

~°Rrnal will do good. peg away.

JTitoxQ—Read Professor Huxley’s article in the June

Georgo Smith’'s Chaldean Account of
—%enesTsnghd Mr. Foote’s Noah's Flood.
ye. is a very old story. Wo first heard it told many
C,]('jRaS® of a village natural.
apoutf.—Too warm for our columns, though witty and
J*T7bted e have written on the Burton affair.

Mt (1) We hope the Cheshire Branch will do good work,
heck?'1 We 8ee the difficulties .. such a locality. (2) In
of j," USthe candidate tell him that under the Common Law

ki V| pro ethought is illegal and
Egﬁli@gmwﬁ{h Fnrufr?ssf?r?r%aenotf; E]rf:lét no F?eethoughthociety
hire °' an” kind of property or receive bequests ; and ask
Bill ?8araan h°nor) ~ he will promise to vote for any
Win. lat may be introduced to put Secularists on an equality

k. B. X leir Christian fellow citizens.
Pai,HioAtT0X'—thanks. See “ Acid Drops.”
Irotlic] Received.—Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—
"bRnt-nli ™£,— Menschenthum— Echo— Neues Frereligioses
Teufei “8~Llatt — Freidenlcer — The Liberator—Der Arme
Figaro__cu”ar Thought — Boston Investigator—Western
TrUths7'p  ~oritd _Philosophique—Progressive Thinker—
“~Rea, uvei~FlamingSword—Loyal American—Better Way
~Neklv1»? .Observer— Portsmouth Evening News—Victoria
T”eds \r ° On'8t—Hull Daily Mail—Protestant Standard—
"Birrn-0r?Ury—North-Eastern Daily Gazette—Madras Mail
°f Mid lam Daily Mail—Reynolds’s Newspaper—County
w>)8eX NM“dependent— Twentieth Century,
n~rkinn-n 8cnd us newspapers would enhance the favor by
UAN&Ssto Passages to which they wish tocall ourattontion.
imply j "Bence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
8%ahds A the current issue. Otherwise the reply
Ver till the following week.

SUGAR__ PLUMS.

i? lat 'RII happen, and there was an awfully idiotic one
Lotidot, g Ge] 3 Freethinker. It was announced that the
®aturdéQU t Federation’s river excursion would take place
yife is no'l-j’ 5. This should have been Sunday, July 12.
ijto print °D® enou8h to discuss how the blunder got safely
, rhapa a 80 we just ask our readers to note the correction,
and tle™ ~ "' also Pray f°r ~ne weather. Given a clear

Tn ed?rati°n’s excursion will doubtless be a big
n a chtion to the Branch secretaries, the following
6 8uPPiJ'ng tickets :—E. Pownceby, 7 Finsbury-

person8 .
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street, E.C. ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.; G.

Standring, bookstall, Hall of Science.

According to the tickets the boat is timed to leave London
Bridge at 9. But this i3 rather early on a Sunday morning
for people who have to come from a distance. The boat will
therefore be kept waiting till 9.30.

The excursionists will provision themselves on this trip.
There are too many difficulties in the way of providing a
common tea for such a large number. Some arrangement
will be made—of which more next week—for an al fresco
gathering, to be addressed by Mr. Foote and other speakers.

* Our British Brethren ” is the headline in the New York
Truthseekcr over a three-column article on the National
Secular Society. The report of the Birmingham Conference
is admirably summarised, and Mr. Foote is handsomely com-
plimented on his leadership. “ Next to Mr. Bradlaugh,” the
Truthseeker says, “ Mr. Foote is the natural leader of the
English Secularists.” We are glad to hear that the English
Secularists who have gone to America are “ among the most
enthusiastic and able toilers in the cause.”

Referring to the villainous state of our English law, the
Truthseeker says : “ The proposed Bradlaugh Memorial Hall
must be held by trustees who can, if they choose, convert it
into a church. Such a contingency will be made as remote
as possible, by electing no one as trustee who is not a member
of the National Secular Society, but it is there, and is a
constant danger.” True, friend Macdonald; and if you bear
this in mind you will understand why the President of the
N. S. S. set his face like a flint against the inclusion on the
Memorial Committee of any outsiders, however able, eloquent,
or estimable.

H. 0. Pentecost’s Twentieth Century sustains its character
and we hope its circulation. The last number to hand
notices the increase in the membership of the National Secular
Society. The editor contributes a spirited discourse on our
baccarat scandal.

Colonel Ingersoll seems to be returning to the platform.
He is a born orator, and we always doubted his ability to keep
off the rostrum. His recent lecture at Chicago on “ Shake-
speare ” was a tremendous success. This is what the Chicago
Tribune says: “ Col. Ingersoll's rosy face is always welcome
in this town, and when he tosses his hollyhocks of eloquence
from a public stage, they are eagerly grasped and carried
home in the bosoms of a good many thousands of persons.
But the crowd that heard his lecture on Shakespeare last
night was by far the biggest that he ever spoke before in a
public hall. . His reception last night was enthusiastic.
The audience was enthralled from the beginning, and when
he left the stage he was followed by a roar of applause, and
a cannonade of cheers that was maintained for five minutes
after the close of the lecture.”

One passage of Ingersoll's lecture on Shakespeare was as
follows :—*“ More than three centuries ago the greatest of the
human race was born. He was not of supernatural origin.
There were no celestial pyrotechnics. The cradle in which
he was rocked was canopied by no myths and miracles.”
This passage was too much for the Inter-Ocean, which devoted
a whole-column article to denouncing Ingersoll for striking
“ a heedless, heartless, cruel blow ” at “ persons educated in
veneration of the truth and traditions of Christianity. Poor
persons ! How it must have shocked them to hear a simple

statement of fact!

The Life of Ernest Jones seems likely to be written at last.
The biography is to be followed by his poetical writings. A
committee of publication has been lormed in Lancashire, and
Ernest Jones’'s eldest son is taking an active part in the

matter.

Mr. Moncure D. Conway has completed his Life of Thomas
Paine, and the work will be published by the Putnams in
September.

The Sunday Society held its sixteenth annual meeting at
Lord Brassey’s house on Saturday, June 27, the chair being
occupied by Mr. Brunner, M.P. Mr. Mark H. Judge, the
hon. sec., read a very encouraging report. The chairman
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said (we quote from the Daily News) that “ He found those
mvho know least about the Continental Sunday denounced it
the most. It was infinitely preferable to the British Sunday
of the tslums with its deadening vacuity and debauchery.”

The Battersea Branch held its quarterly meeting last
Sunday; most of the old officers were re-elected. The
balance-sheet showed a small sum on the right side. The tea

at 5,30 was a great success, as was also the evening’s enter-
tainment, which consisted of two farces by the Battersea
Secular Dramatic Club, some songs and recitations, finishing
up with a few dances. During the interval between the tea
and entertainment, Mr. G. Saambrook lectured to a good
audience at the Battersea Park gates. The Sunday evening
lectures of this Branch will be delivered outdoors until the
end of September.

Dr. Mommerie’'s impeachment of the corruption of the
Church, which, if he only knew it, is an impeachment of
Christianity, has occasioned so much talk that it is by request
repeated at Prince’s Hall, Piccadilly, this Saturday (July 4).

The Leyton Branch is a young one, but is doing good work
at its open-air lecture station, and we hope will be well sup-
ported by the local Freethinkers. Last Sunday morning a
lecture was delivered by Mr. Toleman-Garner, and listened to
quietly and attentively except for the spiritual interruptions
of one Christian. One opponent came up for discussion, but
before he had said much the local squad of Booth's Army
got on the edge of the meeting and started yelling “ Praise
God from whom all blessings flow.” These noisy blood-and-
fire soldiers were asked to desist, but they wouldn't ; in fact,
they sang verse after verse, and broke up the meeting in dis-
order. These are the people who cry out, “ Persecution!”
and call on heaven and earth to witness their wrongs, when
they are prevented from taking possession of the public streets.

The Echo, which gave Spurgeon’s manifesto as “ A Voice
from the Dark Ages,” also prints a comment from Mr. G. L.
Mackenzie, who points out that although Calvinism is hor-
rible, it is nevertheless the logical result of Christian Theism.
He says— “ Messrs. Spurgeon and Co. seem to be inhuman,
but logical; and their Christian opponents seem to be humane,
but illogical. The only way out of the dilemma is, | think,
the path that leads right away from all forms of Theism.”

Mr. Symes has appealed in the law case by which he lost
the use of the Hall of Science, and meantime has secured
premises, formerly belonging to the Y.M.C.A., at Russell-
street, Melbourne, where he lectures as usual every Sunday.

Wilhelm Steinitz, who ranks as foremost chess-player in
the world, has given, in the Chess Magazine of New York,
some reminiscences of Mr. Bradlaugk as a chess-player. He
confirms the reports of Mr. Bradlaugh’s mastery at “ the king
and queenlof games,” and adds: “ He was also a skilful
amateur in other scientific games, and notably in checkers or
draughts, as the game is called in England, in which he
belonged to the rank of masters.”

Mr. John E. Remsburg, who has delivered Freethought
lectures to nearly half a million of people in the United
States, and has put forward many smart little works on behalf
of the cause, has now put forward his best work of all in the
person of his “on, G. J. Bemsberg, who has taken to the
Freethought platform while still a minor. We have noticed
some contributions of this young man to the TruthseeJcer
before now, and trust he will have before him a long life of
useful labor in the Freethought cause.

The Beading Branch has its annual excursion to-day
(July 5). The members and friends go to Cookham by the
steamboat “ Fashion.” All the tickets were disposed of soon
after they were printed. '

The Birmingham Branch has its annual picnic to-day
(July 5). The party starts from Snow Hill station at 10.30.
There will be tea at the Fountain Inn, Clent, at 4. Clent
can be easily reached from all places between Birmingham
and Wolverhampton. _

What on earth are we coming to? On Sunday last
(Sunday, mark you) the Bethnal Green and West Ham
Branches played a cricket match, and spent “ a very enjoyable
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afternoon.” To-day (July 5) they play a return match. ®
judgments are about, the survivors are desired to communi-
cate with us as early as possible on Monday.

The Education Department has issued a valuable paper on
the working of the free school system in America, France
and Belgium, by J. G. Fitch. Throughout the United State»
elementary instruction is free and secular. “ The local [&f3
are universally framed on the supposition that the religid®
nurture of children should be left wholly to the family a®
to the churches.” In France also education is secular, ®
not in Belgium, where they are not quite free, although t®
fees paid by parents amount to little more than three per cent

The Missionary Review dolefully relates that “ all the s*
hundred native newspapers in India, except half a dozen, ffltf
be set down as inimical to Christianity. Organisation*
modelled after the Christian Tract Societies, have be®
established, and are in active operation. The Freethougl
Depot in Madras issues a list of one hundred and twenty-"
separate works, including thirty-four publications of "j
Bradlaugh, nineteen of Mrs. Besant, sixteen of lo®
Ingersoll, and others of Paine, Voltaire, and other well-kno'f
infidels.”

The directors of the New York Metropolitan Museu©
Art have been well satisfied with the behavior of the vis
now the museum is open on Sunday. This is always E'S
case. The Pharisees predict licence if people are accor@l
rightful freedom, and the prediction is always falsi»8@
Bowdies find no natural attraction in museums. Any who

cease to be rowdies.

Otto Wettstein thinks Agnosticism is as absurd in reg?®*
to an infinite personal deity as in regard to a chimera,
says : “ We do not know there isa God. No one now ku°
there is a God, and no one in the past has ever known i
is a God— therefore there is'no God. If such a being edS
we would all know it. ‘He’' would make *‘ his’' preS®
known to all. But why accept the crude notions invent®
the ape men or their near relatives simply because th
handed down from generation to generation as true
authoritative ? Does superior brain, and a vast accuniul®
of knowledge, count for nothing ?”

Ingersoll, in his latest after-dinner speech, told a 8“reS
an old minister in Kentucky, who, endeavoring to
upon his hearers the beauty of the heaven they were a™
to go to, provided they joined his church, after exbafiS »
all the superlatives of which he was master, wound WPN
saying : “ Brethren and sisters, in short, it's a reguDr
Kentucky place.”
The Weekly Colonist, of Victoria, British Columbia; e
at length a debate on the Divine Origin of the Bible,
Mr. S. P. Putnam, editor of Freethought, and the
Driver, on behalf of the Y.M.C.A. The mayor presio®”" 3
the proceedings aroused much interest. British Colu@ ]t
a region hitherto little visited by the gospel of FreethO

ipi

ijrli
The Progressive Thinker, of Chicago, reprints Mr. ™ >

article on Beligion and Children, and also give® *

column of extracts from our Acid Drops, which tku®

the palates of many in the Far West.

FUND FOB THE LIQUIDATION OF MB. BBADLA

LIABILITIES. c
W. Brammer, Is.; J. Atha, Is.; J. Drinkwater, 1® If
vidualist, 2s. 6d.; J. A. Morris, Is.; E. Withers, 1 ‘jsii
Brown, (id.; Il. Y. Wood, 5s.; 0. Watts, 2s.; C. Me®* A
Parker, 5s. ; collected at Mrs. Thornton Smith’s Lect > je
C. D. Moore, 2s. Gd. ; Emma Jackson, £2 ; B. Coopei, Q
ington Reform Club, £3 2s. ; collected by North Llu A
£1 3s. 2d. ; F. G. Bice, 2s. 6d.; H. G. Damali, Is-j .jj.W'b,

Is. ; W. Leggett, Is. ; A. Thorne, Is.; H. E. Orabb, I“-’ jg. =
1s. ; E. Chapman, 2s.; Il. Solomon, Is.: Three

Per Huddersfield Branch: W. Barrett, Is.; F. 39,

T. Haigh, Is.; Entwistle, 2s.; E. Moorhou® L abhejj,i

It. Eastwood, Is.; Mrs. Wilson, Is. ; A Friend, * tyalker
Branch: F. Hornett, 1s.; D. H. Ream, 5s.; g
T. Foe, 5s.; D. Drew, £1.; J. Comperty, 3s.6a.; ?follaj,’
Oountri, 5s.—W. H. Reymeo#gs, treasurer, Campil
Cross, London. S.E.
collet

Benevolent Fund.— Luton Branch, 10® is.

Regent's Park, 7s. ; James Bead, 2s. ; Mr. M°rrl ’
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VANITY.
Br H. 0.

Pentecost.

a number of years | liave observed active
religious workers, and cannot but believe that from
Ito Pope of Rome to the corporals in. tlio Salvation
Army, vanity— the lovo of distinction—is the pre-
vailing motive power of their lives, as it is in yours

mine. Do you supposo there is no vanity in tho
“'gh-buttonod coats of the clorgy, or the picturesque
garb of the nuns ? Do you supposo thero would bo

many nuns as thero are if it were not for tho sense
°|] importance that goes with the really becoming
®*°thes they wear ? Tho Church is as wise as tho
State uniforming its persons of distinction. A
Jjjdorm is wonderfully gratifying to human vanity.
T VO difference in tho bearing of a liveried

HIOv au and an O0ldinary hack-driver. Observe
traa igh and mighty sleeping-car porters and other

~ Jiuoen have become since they have been put in
¢ ‘-ms. How the Seventh Regiment boys would
~Olich along without their uniforms. They think
r € are dred with patriotism, but tho emotion which
m T burns in their breasts is tho consciousness of
well they look in their uniforms.

G 0 not misunderstand me. | am not speaking
~mernptuously of this vanity. | am trying to show

uthat it is such a power in human affairs that if
a awero to empty tho heavens of imaginary supor-
Gt .ral beings, take from man tho hope of personal
tiio lauance after death, destroy tho very idea of
50 fallty, with its inflexible, eternal oughts and ought
U 3 ~bis human vanity, which is now the unconfessed
cin?PriDi? °f lifo and conduct, would still bo suffi-
tor © men further and further out of the mud,
t M or push humanity on to more refined and

jDer conditions.
gooS1S ?° necessary to our happiness to enjoy the
ofo °Pinion of our fellows that if you relievo men
Wll ? 1J°a Ibat God’s eye is upon them, and that he
tAOdlCV.u'd or punish them, they will still go on, even
»Sef earnestly and laboriously, doing agreeable and
WN i things for the sake of the pleasant reward
this wa them among their kind here and now in

~prer™ Ax~mpl°, havo absolutely no belief in a
ewlOaio Being. Itis all gono outofme. | havo no
LV ~tion of continuing to, livo after | ai dead.
e gfg’é_g__broua—, so vain of my good name that, if
CeN A®rp nothing else to bo thought of, thero are
I a,.]itl injurious things | could not possibly do. And
tow s° desirous of being ranked with those who seek
°lher ve Ufo more agreeable to others that, apart from
i°0d j6 ~sh considerations, I am willing to suffer a
little mJ33® Paln and privation to win a place in my
S -1d among those who find happinessin trying

Yo '° te happiness.

Joa S excuse mo for speaking of myself, but,

®lse. know myself hotter than 1 know auyono

Nat f though | speak only of myself, | believe

~ho] — but one among a great multitude of persons
Itjs a similar ambition.

alG chii/ Vanity to want, when | am dead, my wife

HiClreQ t0 saY: “ Jft *s true he did not make

w "Ofi0riey or h°ld any office, but ho was gentlo in
oth an<® hind in his treatment ofus” ; and to

f - people to say: “ Yes, perhaps he was

f *ilfnl, < Very much mistaken, but ho did not rob
httiA\ mjuro or humbug people.” Wo all have
i°~ch 0 Vamties. This is mine. | do not care to
/hifatiol ~reaft honly care to bo, and to have the

a° ft’t mo heing fair, honest, kind, and useful. |
it"Pntafllll  say that | succeed in deserving such
t' And hut only that I wish and try to deserve

fpem v Jj.—her people were not specially dear to
“o and children, and a few others in a dif-
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body and to make mo work, in my way, for the good
of others.

And I—1 am only one of thousands who wish to
livo that way.
This world is not growing pleasanter every day

because a God rules over us, but because there are so
many persons who are learning the happiness of
helping to make it more agreeable, and who wish to
enjoy the reputation of being the benefactors of the
race, and this desire will always be strong enough to
keep tho good work going on.

The misfortune is that men are ashamed to say,
even when they know it, that they are moved by
vanity. But it seems to me that since it is a fact, it
is foolish to be ashamed of it. Why should we be
ashamed of what is true ? Why should we consider
that disgraceful and something which is not true
honorable ? No doubt we should regret it if our
vanity leads us to silliness and injuriousness instead
of wisdom and usefulness. But thero is nothing in
vanity itself to be ashamed of. On tho contrary, it
should bo cultivated to the highest point of refine-
ment.

Woman should be vain enough to wish to look as
pretty as jmssible, and men to be as handsome as
possible, for whatever else that may lead to it will
lead to cleanliness and good clothes, which are much
more desirable in society than filth and rags.

We should all be vain enough to wish to win the
good opinion of others, for that will lead us to make
ourselves agreeable and useful, which is much more
desirable in society than that we should be ill-natured
and hurtful.

I am not vain enough to think that I have brought
you all to agree with me, if you did not already, but
I am vain enough to think | have said something
which i3 worth your while to think about.

—mTwentieth Century.

A CHRISTIAN FALLACY.

Among the many absurd conclusions arrived at by Chris-
tians is the one that as men of note, who are great in some
things, believe in tho religion of Christ, religion is proved
to be true—or, if it is not proved to be true, no room is left
for any person of “ common sense” to doubt. Unfor-
tunately, this sense is so common that when it is analysed it
is found to be simply nonsense. Christians should, how-
ever, bear in mind that outside those persons who make a
business—and a very good one too—of religion, the men
of note who support it are those who have acquired fame
through their ability in other things.

When an instance of religious “ great men ” is asked for,
the Grand Old Man is generally brought to the front; but
his name has been made in politics, and not in defence of
Christianity. That men can be great in some things, and
very little in others, thero cannot be the slightest doubt;
and, as such is the case, the fact that some great men are
religious does not in any way strengthen the Christian or
any other cause. The fact of many men whose greatness
is undoubted being slaves to gross superstitions, proves the
point in question; and | give a few of the most notable
instances.

Tho great Bismarck, the “ blood and iron” Chancellor,
the Savior of Germany, believes in and is a slave to one of
the most absurd superstitions that man can be enslaved by.
Ho believes in thefatality of the number 13. He is not the
only one who believes in this extreme absurdity, hundreds
believe it; and the great Signor Mario owned himself
completely under its control. He once actually refused to
sing at a house where he was engaged, because he saw
over the door the fearful number 13.

Again, the “ great” Napoleon (whom Christians so call
through his having been very religious, but who was the
greatest scoundrel of modern times whom the “ living
God ” is the first cause of), the almost conqueror of Europe,
was held fast by the relentless iron hand of superstition.
He was a believer in presentiments ; and it is alleged that
in some cases they became true, which, after all, is not very

°t*Ve (AN Tjthis vanity would be a sufficiently strong i remarkable; but it would have been so if, of all the pre-

keep mo from intentionally hurting any- ] sentiments

he bad, none of them “came to pass.”
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Napoleon Il1l1. was firmly impressed with the belief that
he would be shot in St. Paul's Church-yard; but he, how-
ever, does not appear to have had as good an insight into
the future as his uncle is alleged to have had.

Another religious bigot, but undoubtedly a great man,
Dr. Samuel Johnson, the famous lexicographer and writer,
was the victim of a ridiculous superstition which would not
allow him to enter any place without putting his right foot
before the left. He also used to touch every post that
came in his way when he was walking out, in case some
evil should befall him. The poet Cowper, and many others
who are included in the category of eminent persons, have
been bound tightly by superstition.

If the fact of great men being religious proves religion
to be true, then the. fact of great men also believing in
superstition, proves superstition to be true ; so that when
the table salt is spilt there will be trouble in the house, and
if a stray white cat comes into the house there will be more
trouble, and if a harmless cricket pays a visit to the
domestic hearth of the reader he will have a death in the
house very shortly, and tha«e, with others innumerable, will
altogether make life not worth living. There isno drawing
the line with superstition, any more than a religious man’s
belief in things holy can be limited. Then there are great
Mohammedans, Buddhists and others, who are all equally
zealous in the support of their faith as the most fanatical
Christian is in the support of his; so that each of these
religions are proved to be true, if the Christian religion is,
by the principle given.

The explanation of there being great men who believe
in religion, is that religion is only a form of superstition
which has been, and is, upheld by those drones of society
who have sucked the blood of the people from time imme-
morial— the priests. SCEPTICUS.

IMPOSITION OF MATTHEW, CHAPTER VIII.

(From the “ Cosmopolitan.”)

W hen he was come down from the mountain, great multi-
tudes follow him.

And, behold, there came a vagrant and worshipped him,
saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

And Jesus brought forth a cake of soap from his vest
pocket, and he gave it to him, saying, | am not a public
washer : go thou and clean thyself.

And immediately the vagrant hied him to the waterhole,
and lo 1 half an hour after he was as clean as a new pin.

And Jesus saith unto him, show thyself to every man, and
say, Behold what Jesus’ soap hath done 1

And the people all marvelled, and there was a great de-
mand for Jesus’ soap, so much that he started a manufactory,
the ruins of which may be seen to this day.

And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came
unto him a centurion saying,

I am a man of authority, and when | say to this man go,
he goeth ; and to another come, and he cometh; and to
another, do this, and he doeth it.

When Jesus heard it he marvelled, and said, verily | say
unto you, this boss hath the confidence of his men ; be ye so
even as he.

When the even had come they brought unto him many
that had glasses of spirits in their hands, but being teetotaller
he cast out the spirits.

And the red-nosy ones marvelled, and said, what waste ;
behold it is a judgment upon us.

But Jesus being a conjurer, produced some cheap whisky,
and altered it by magic into a red rosy liquid, and drank it,
and became noisy like the others.

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Elieass the
prophet, saying himself shall bear our infirmities, and get
drunk like the rest of us.

Now, when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave
commandment to depart upon the other side.

That the prophecy might be fulfilled, saying, he shall be
first on one side, then on the other side, and at the last on
both sides.

And a certain scribe came and said unto him, Master, |
will follow thee wheresoever thou goest for 8s. a day and
board.

And Jesus said unto him, the fishes of the sea have holes,
and mosquitos of the night have nests, but the son of man is
thought of such little account that he hasn’t the price of a

night's lodging, and not friends enough to get him into the
poor-house.
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And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer ms
first to go and bury my father.

But Jesus said unto him, let the undertakers bury the dead»
it is naught to do with us.

And the people marvelled and said, behold he hasn't the
common feeling of humanity.

That it might be fulfilled of the prophet saying ; and they
shall come unto him asking to bury their fathers, and he
shall say, blow the dead | what good are they ? let us take
thought of the living, for to-morrow we die.

And when he was entered into a ship,
followed him.

And behold there arose a great tempest in the sea, inso-
much that the vessel played pitch and toss like a street boy |
but Jesus being used thereto, he fell asleep in himself.

And his disciples came unto him, and awoke him, saying'
Lord, save us; we perish, and have the sea-sickness exceed-
ingly bad.

And he said unto them, 0 ye incompetent seamen, sons ot
sea cooks, put your helm a-starboard, and hand in y°ur
jibboom.

Now, Jesus being trickey, while they were away to b
these orders, he made haste to tip some oil from a barre
into the sea, and lo! the ship rode exceedingly smoowl
thereat. ,

And the men marvelled and said one to another, M®
manner of man is this that can still the waves and make to
sea obey him ?

And Jesus laughed in his sleeve, murmuring to hlmson
my disciples are of the right stamp, ignorant and credulous
and verily it won't be my fault if | don’'t work the racket f°r
all it is worth.

And when he was come to the other side into the counW
of the Gergesenes, there met him two men who had delif#
tremens badly, which was believed at the time to be the W°r
of devils. n

And Jesus, taking advantage of their superstition,
being a good mesmerist, made the men whole, and, vnore
over, having the gift of ventriloquism into the barg®1®
carried on a conversation with imaginary devils, whereay ~
multitude marvelled and said, lo, he can “ knock spots’ 0
anything we ever saw before. i

And one of Jesus’ disciples, who was in the swim, b
made a herd of swine violently drunk by mixing cbhe®
whisky with their swill, and behold, Jesus made belie"8 ~
drive the devils into the swine ; whereupon the Pe°/f
marvelled among themselves, and it is not known to this
how the thing was done.

That it might be fulfilled which was written by
writers of Revelation, saying, |and behold a red bull fx
four horns shall appear, and the whole land from Beersk8
to Dan, and from Patagonia to Borneo, shall be made deso*
by a she-wolf with ten legs which shall spit blue fire.

And behold the whole city came out to meet Jesusi ®
when they saw him they besought him that he would k
their coasts. .

And Jesus answered and said, walkers in darkness,
lowers of the ten-eared beast whose vomit is wickedness,
not meet for me to be here. Ye will not take free enter
ment gratis in the open, but must needs grumble becausj™e
know not the wherefore thereof; what would ye have
had | charged ye a shekel a head in some theatre ?
little faith, children of your grandfathers’ father go ye 1
and keep the even tenor of your way.

And Jesus, being full to bursting of disgust, eursed’\"o
with a grievous curse, saying, may your fourteenth
born with a harelip, and may the locusts turn frOlQ -p&
grass as from a plague. And immediately he st to
angrily with his feet in the dust, the mark whereof 133
this day. foeD*'

And the people fled as if Mephistopheles were after
and the wise men have handed down that thereup
called for his balloon, and departed into the firmarnen «

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken of ~ i
prophet saying, he shall rise like the wind, and play a
seek with the clouds. St. Matt. Seccn

his discipD3

.0

otker
A man who caught the minister Kkissing his wife the

day, says that these clerical errors have got to stop.

Old Spiritualist: <That coat you sold me is 1
pieces.” Dealer. 1 Mein..frient,,you ge-te doo ma"’\uQé
seances. Dose spirits dake a vancy to dot fine coat
dematerialise it so as to haf it for dereselves.”

N
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. SUNDAY MEETINGS.
[Alitges of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, o.nd
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.d
LONDON.
’Iav tt?rsea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): Mon-
'iram fm3 S00Jal gathering. Wednesday, at 7.30, musical and

meath)  enterta*nment (tickets 3d.). Thursday, at 8, committee

RidamberweU — 61 New Church Eoad, S.E. 7.30, Mr. J. M.
«ts°n, “ The Anatomy of Jesus.”

iijv8ll  Science, 142 OId Street, E.C.: 7.30, Mrs. Annie Besant,

angers Menacmg Society.”
)y (V iiain—Secular Hail, 121 Broadway..Plaistow: 7.30, Mr.

M, amsey>“ Hell Up to Date.” Thursday, at 8, open debate,
toLai 1jOn'lon—Clarendon Coffee Palace, Clarendon Eoad (close

nr !m« Eoad Station): Friday, at 8.30, social meeting,
halfv ttlinster—"“ Hu'ce of Ormonde,” 13 Prince’'s Street:

=yearly general meeting.

B OPEN-AIE PROPAGANDA.
aMw@®seaHark Hates: Mr. F. Haslam, 11.15, “ Who was Jesus

B ,ilat di<i he Teach ?”; 7.15, « How Xbecame a Freethinker.”
John. al Hreen (opposite St. John's Church) 11.15, Mr. Charles

Cam? a Ereethought lecture.
avr ? erweH— Station Eoad:

7.30,

11.30, Mr. J. Fagan, “Is there
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C. J. Hunt, 48 Eordingley Eoad, St. Peter’'s Park, London, W .—
July 5, morning, ICingsland Green; afternoon, Eegent’s Park ; 12,
morning, Pimlico ; evening, Kilburn; 19, morning, Clerkenwell;

evening, Lambeth ;
smith. Aug. 2, morning, ICingsland Green ;
Park; 9, morning, Pimlico; evening, Kilburn;
Clerkenwell;

26, morning, Hyde Park ; evening, Hammer-
afternoon, Eegeut s
16, morning,
evening, Lambeth ; 23, morning, Hyde Park; even-

ing, Hammersmith; 30,morning,Camberwell; evening, Lambeth.

Stanley Jones, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.—July 5,

morning, Plaistow Green;
morning, Battersea.

PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.'S LIST;

G. W. FOOTE.
CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS
A Eeply to Mr. Gladstone.
THE SHADOW OF THE SWORD
A moral and statistical Essay on War.
ROYAL PAUPERS
Showing what Eoyalty does for the People, and what
the People do for Eoyalty.

Clet aoy in Prayer?” ’

Hat\o n'\/\%ll Hreer¥ 11.30, Mr. A. B. Moss, “ Jesus Up to Date.” MRS. B%\SéalFI]JdSCTiEC?S%SOPH Yoo 0
B my meeting of members after the lecture. THEOSOPHY AND SECULARISM

E{rlADvntor} gvlorner of Angel Eoad): 7, Mr. F. J. Boorman, “ The A Eejoinder to Mrs. Besant. o
1ruon o HE NEW CAGLIOSTRO ..o ~ 0

Park (near the band-stand) 11.30,
AChristianity” = 3.30, Mr. H. Snell, *Eeligion is Dying— Is
»anity 7’

Bl t=esniith Bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, Mr. W. lleaford,
Bat hliracles.”

keli,,? Patk (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, Mr. H. Snell, “ Has the
Kill°n ** GL'rist been of Benefit to the World ?”

Hr, s.Urd-Salisbury Eoad (close to Queen’'s Park Station): 6.30,

fing, Yy J°ne3) “ The Basis of Secularism.”
Or)\\][Z?skhd Green: 1130, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Solar Origin of
ianity.

(corner of Belvedere Eoad, opposite St. Thomas's
IVA. av>Westminster Bridge : 6.30, Mr. E. Eosetti, “ When and
Jesus Born?”

ilr, a °n (open space near Yiearage Eoad, High Eoad): 3.13,
iliH? Sdhy, “ Bible Difficulties Considered.”
A¥Bhes (corner of Battle Bridge Eoad): 11.30, Mr.

Iti,Vrey will lecture.

ateth, nc* Waste: 11.30, Mr. W. Heaford, “ Bible Miracles:
Credible ?”

"Secni OI*thgate—Betstyle Bridge; 11.30, Mr. Sam Standring,
29

kctnjg *mcllley (opp03|te “The Swan”): 7, a Freethouglit

.d>R»-|co Pier: 11.30, Mr. W. J. Kamsey, “ The Atonement.”
A °uthgate (on the Green): 7.30, Mr. Sam Standring and
il
Green (near the Station):
« °* Secularism.”
"1 ApY. Park (near Gloucester Gate):
=JStrek " *aopwy of Secularism.”
\ J Tormt-eMatteew's Park Estate, Ham Park Eoad : 3.30, Mr.
io & sey. “ Christ's Moral Fables.”
(,?, am (corner of West Green Eoad): 3.30, Mr. F. J. Boor-
Gngin of Christianity.”
avly, iaPark (near the fountain): 1130 Mr. C. Cohen, “ Science
3.15, Mr. A. B. Moss, “ Heaven Hereafter.”

AYiLO Grgen—JoIIy Butcher’s Hill: 11.30, Mr. F. J. Boorman,
esu

11.30, Mr. Stanley Jones,
3.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt,

ttMrnn
Waits , , 0L~ Oddfellows’ HaII
"adas ny’.* Secularism: its Twofold Advantage ”
k lle Bible " ; 7, Is Unbelief a Crime ?”
J7°a<| ajls,er N. S. S Secular Hall, Eusliolme Eoad, Oxford
Saints' : Mrs. Tliornton Smlth 11, Secularism: what
3> tbe deluge Story Credible?”; 6.30, “ The

ifr. p~th — Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea:
>tin?rtJr,lagf3 farewell discourse. July 9, at 8, half-yearly

NTRY.
St. Anne Street: Mr. Charles
; 3, “ The False

Hall, Milkstone Eoad 6.30, members’
dpal _a_[[gnggj_r]_e_n’gs_fp_r picnic party to Whalley:

IEM Science, Rockingham Street: 7, Mr. Jamés
Hﬁ' @lve an account of his late visit to Egypt.
g

e—Mr. J. Taylor’'s, 12 Bayley Street: 7, committee

OPEN-AIE PEOPAGANDA.
F&J JiK,1-SI |p|ey Glen (near Ariel Flight) m 3, Mr. Il. Smith,
n and Cruelty—a Eeply to the Bishop of Chester.”
1,230, Mr. G. E. Naewiger, “ Thomas

O A Efgwanndl—quli)%rquare 2.45, a lecture.

Market Place: 7, Mr. A. T. Dipper, “ Moral
rejecting Christianity.”

AN ECTUIIERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
S SS, é4 Credon and. Eotherhitlie, London, S.E
ming lerkenwell; afternoon, Victoria Park; 12,

Ioh' FFAIRg, Wesiminster: afternoon,
Gifft Sea; 9%’0“8 to. AL}g>9 Holi ay Tour. Aug. 16, morning.

hor0;20rning Westminster 30, morning, Woolwich.
~e0b. WisthS! GleFkenwalll* 13 morning, Bethnal Green;
Olla Park; 20, morning, Westminster.

Mr. C. Darra;{t

An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky
WHAT WAS CHRIST ? e’ e, 0
A Eeply to J. S. Mill.

THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story  .covvviinenn. 0
THE FOLLY OF PRAYER e 0
WAS JESUS INSANE ? i 0
A searching inquiry into the mental condition of the
Prophet of Nazareth.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST i 0
PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM .o, 0
THE BIBLE GOD .o — 0

BIBLE HEROES—First Series, in elegant wrapper ... 1
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (C) Joseph’s
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses 1., (8) Holy 3loses Il., (9)
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jeplithaliand
Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Fenny each singly.

BIBLE HEROES—Second Series, in elegant wrpper ... X
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint David I.
(16) Saint David Il., (17) Sultan Solomon, (18) Poor
Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha, (21) General
Jeliu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The Prophets : Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea; (24) St. Peter, (25) St. Paul.

THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED ., G
An Open Letter to the Bishop of Peterborough on

the Sermon on the Mount.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM ... 1
Four Nights' Public Debate with the Rev. Dr. James
McCann. In paper covers.

Superior edition, incloth ... 1

INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS ., 0
Second edition, enlarged.

Superior edition, incloth ... 1

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH ... 0
Three Hours' Address to the Jury before Lord Cole,

ridge. With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.
G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS

AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS ... 1
Superior edition, incloth ..., 2
Sold also in separate parts as follows—

1 Bible Contradictions ... 0
The Contradictions are printed in parallel columns.

2. Bible Absurdities.......ccoocvieiiiiiinnnne, 0
All tire chief Absurdities from Genesis to Revelation,

conveniently and strikingly arranged, with appropriate
headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
sentence.

3. Bible Atrocities ..., 0

Containing all the godly wickedness from Genesis to
Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for
easy reference.

4. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies .. 0

SALVATION SYRUP,

19, morning, Kingsland Green; 28,
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LIQHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND.

A Reply to GENERAL BOOTH
By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence,
For distribution—One Dozen Is. Gd, postage 3d,
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THE GRAND OLD BOOK

A REPLY TO

THE GRAND OLD MAN,

By G. W. FOOTE.

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W . E. Gladstone’s “ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.

Preface— Preliminary View— The Creation Story— The Fall

CONTENTS:

of Man— The Psalms— the Mosaic

Legislation— Corroborations of Scripture— Gladstone and Huxley— Modern Scepticism.

Paper Covers,

One Shilling.

THE CRUCIFIXION

JOHN'S NIGHTMARE

BEING NOS. XY. AND XYI.

AND

OF
By G. W. FOOTE.

In Cloth, Eighteenpence.

“ BIBLE ROMANCES.”

REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGE

Price Sixpence.

MEDICAL_ ESSAYS. voi.l.
By Dr. T. B. ALLINSON,
I Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London,W
Of the Author, for Postal Orderfor 1< 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy;
Health ; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing:
Light; Holidays; &. Also the cause and cure of
Disease ; Constipation ; Biliousness; Eczema ; Black-
heads and pimples ; Nervousness =Coughs and Colds;
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, e

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vot. n.
Of the Author, for Postal Orderfor 1« 2d.
Containing Articles on: The Healing Power of i

Nature,; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent |
Health’; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Plﬁ as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh ; The Bcof Tea
Delusion; Balt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness ; Want of Energy, %o. ; Health Hints for Workers,
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of
Bimplo Fovei, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Di-
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, Ac.

MEDICAL ESSAYS- Vo lll.

Postfreefrom the AuthorJor postal order for Is. 2d

It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air,
and How to Get It; The Management of Young
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast-
ing ; Perfect Foods; Green Foods; Suppers; Un.
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration;
Sea Bathing, &. HOW-—to Eat Properly; to Eat
Avnit; to Judge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe
Propega/; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; | Live : to
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to
fcocome Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and
Cure of the following Diseases : Stomach Troubles,
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens, Hay
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis-
eases Produced by taking Mercury.

No House is Complete without these Works.
When ordering the Essays, be Bure and state which
Volume you require.

HYGIENIC MEDICINE:

THE ONLY NATIONAL WAY OF TREATING

DISEASE.
Everybody likes it who reads It.

Of the Author™ %r Postal.order for li. Id.
miHEUMATISr rITSCAUSEANDCURE
Poet free seven stamps.
PAMPHLEtS FOR YOUNG MEN.
Postfree 13 stamps.

TANTON, the People» Dentlet. 355 Strand (oppo-
site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE,
2a. 6d. eacn, upper or lower set, £1. Best (}ualit%/, 4s.
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hour*
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours.

If you pa%/ more than tbe above they are fancj
charges, Teeth on platinum, 7s. Sd, each ; on 18c.
sold 15«.; »topping, Is. BA axtraction, 1». painle#«

y «ran, 5».

TIOREIGN EDUCATION—Board and Privatei
1' Teaching to young Englishmen visiting Zurich.;
For terms, address Dx. Yoelkcl, 1j Uniyersitatstrasse, j
Zurich.

G. W. FOOTE.

Reprinted from the Freethinker, after Revision and

Now Ready.

FREETHOUGHT ' READINGS
SECULAR . SONGS.

Compiled by J. M. WHEELER.
Price Gd. Postfree 7d.
Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

A Party of Freethinkers
AVILL MEET AT
PALACE GATES STATION,
July 5, at 3.30,
For a Cross-country Ramble, Tea, Tract-
distributing and Addresses at

Old Southgate.
Train from Liverpool Street.
COME AND HELP US.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz . post free.
For further Particular» «end »tamped directed
mvelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON. LONDON, N.

PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLETS.

Price 1d. each, by post I£d. ; the thirteen post free
for Is. 4d.

Agnosticism and Immortality. By Samuel Laing.

Humanity and Dogm i. By Amos Waters.

What the Old Testament Says About Itself.

Sixpence.

By
ulian.
The Old Testament Unhistoric and Unscientific. By

The Four Gospels. By Julian.
The Subject of the Four Gospels
The Noble Path. By F. J. Gould.
Miracles Weighed in the Balance.
Onr Brother Christ.
The Immortal Bible.
Agnosticism Writ Plain.
Why | Am a Freethinker.
Darwinism and Religious
Millar.
Special Terms to Societies.

London : Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court,

By Julian.

By F. J. Gould.
Bg F. J. Gould.

y F. J. Gould.
By F. J. Gould.

B% Agnosco.

Thought. Ey Frederick

Fleet Street, E .C .
T)n «ia “THE MALTHUSIAN HERALD.”
itililYU Contains a Report of the Discussion

between Dr. Allinson and Mr. a.F. Hills on Sexual
Morality (Illustrated)—An Article on the Great Social
Problem (the only practical solution)—Hints and
Suggestions to the Unmarried—Hints and Sugges-
tions to the Married—L.ist of reliable Specialities, etc.
One Penny, of Newsagents everywhere = Publisher : R.
Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London. E.O. Spe-
cimen copy, Id., from F. E. May, Uarlesdea Grove,
London, ft. W.

Enlargement. Price Sixpencem

W. J. Rendell’s
“WIFE'S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” p. 3»
M Wife's Handbook,” p. 51. -
Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 Cb»

well Street, Clerkenwell,
2s. doz., post free (reduction in larger lﬂ_uall o'5
For particulars send stamped envelope. iggI ol
Syringe, with vertical and reverse current, &' {t
4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrev g Powder, ‘jafl
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other ~?p0Opul
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of
tion” and “ Wife's Handbook,” 7£d. each,
—W. J. Rendell (J. Pullen, successor), lo R
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

mo FREETHINKERS, Ladies ami Ge'wjer»l
-L  requiring Superior Cut Garments at (609
prices.  Firstclass Style and Fit Ouar» W
H. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castleo i D,
Three doors from Regent Street. [Patron
leading Freethinkers.]

73LACKPOOL.—Apartments, with or
-L* Good cooking and cleanliness guarani

view. Mrs. Butterfield, 23 Bank Street.

B 'ackpool —Apartments for Wisiber 3/ gtrei™
home comfort. 2 Edward Street, Tato gtgp~

Luke Beaumont (lato of Milnsbridge), Prop

Freethinkers should read

Last Trial for Athed
in England.

A Fragment of Autobiograp”vg,
By GEORGE JACOB HOLYOA*~ ,
Fiftli edition (1878) published at
post free 9J.

A few copies of

Reasoning from /
A Method of Every-day

By G. J. HOLYOAKE.

Published (1877) at Is. Gd. ; PasC -

gt., X

[

L ondon: 3
Geo. Standring, 7 and 9 Finsbuiy

[ W. GOTT, 3G Villiers
d ' ford, offers best possible vitas
Cloth and Dress Materials. Any ienD
post free. Terms, cash with order.
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