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FIGHTING SPOOKS.

<o
poors” is au Americanism. It means gbosts,

Putes, goblins, and other such phantasms. The
rcc18 not yet endenizened in England, but it will
~ Dably take out letters of naturalisation here, settle
j, Whi and become a very respectable member of the
aghsh vocabulary.
~ Welve months ago | met an American in London,
j o me that ho was a Freethinker, but he did
~NoyeuN e himself about Freethought. His mind
car tlace UP Q11 Hie supernatural, and he did not
is V? spend his time in “ fighting spooks.” That
.Ing emancipated himself from supekstition, he
gﬂ]‘different about the matter, although millions
Is fellow men were still in bondage.

TThI'S American gentleman’s remarks show how
oople
3308k)>Can misled hy phrases. *“ Fighting

18 a pretty locution, and every Freethinker
ablehh a”m” that fighting spooks is a most unprofit-
secnrulilless  BuUt, in reality, it is not the aggressive
v .ulanst  or Atheist who fights these imaginary
iBa He fights those who do fight them— which

r different thing
ae/L\ttItBﬁSP’”esfs and preachers of all religions and
jaaw i“0“ cease abusing the callow mind of
faQxif Q1> let them refrain from teaching their
aegddJ Ggecturos about “ the unseen ” ; let them
of the' rOni Pe°pling the air with the wild creations
"Ofe nPWQ lawless imagination; let them toll no

Mhi,.. ,n they know, and confine their tongues
‘%e(OQJ ﬂ]@[ stricttimits of® honest speech; let
~Piro  ,, and Freethought will be happy to
,afigLti ° aze °f Hs triumph. There is no joy

attac™  suPerstiti°n, any more than there is joy
iS disease. Each labor is beneficent, and
otter Ny a relative satisfaction ; but health is

tj aa the best doctoring, and mental sanity

The Subtlest cure.
W E£6 glergy are the fighters of spooks. They
gods, who get angry with us; of devi s>
~av?\3bbe guarded against; of angels who fly from
CGn  to earth, and earth to heaven; of saints, who
CateaD1™ a good turn if they are properly supp i-
i the chief spooks are of course the devils,

~le Hevil, Satan, Beelzebub, Lucifer,
;W6 a>the Serpent- i short, Old Nick. “ Wo
p uarmy of red coats,” said old Fox, to fight

% u lacllland an army of black-coats”"to fight the
5ef~bt whom he standoth not in awe.”
~destlre the great procession of Humanity go the
1 ‘Hush I’ they cry, “ the hedges are full of
Se* gently, beloved ! Do not rush into
> of ablo danger. Wo will bear the brunt of it,
T fro °ar fatherly affection for you. See we stand

& T* Oa the perilous edge of battle. Wo dare the
«517.j
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demons who lie in wait to catch your immortal souls.
We beat the bushes, and dislodge them from their
hiding-places; strong not in our own strength, but
in the grace of God. And behold they fly! Did
you not see them ? Did you not perceive the flutter
of their black wings ? Did you not smell their sulphur-

ous taint? Beloved, the road is now clear, the
hedges are safe. Forward then! But forget not
our loyal services. Remember, beloved, that the

laborer is worthy of his hire, and—shell out!”

The services of the black-coats are imaginary, and
their payment should be of the same description. Let
them live on their own faith, and trust to him who
fed Elijah in the desert with sandwiches brought by
ravens’ beaks.

Clearly the belief in spooks i3 profitable to the
clergy. Just as clearly it is expensive to the people.
Whistling between the hedges is as good as keeping
a parson. But that is not the priest’s teaching. He
says the spooks are real, and he is the only person
to keep them off. Grant the first point, and the
second is sure to follow. But are the spooks real ? Can
the clergy show a single live specimen ? They cannot,
and they know they cannot, either for lovo or money.
Why then does the business held out ? Because an
imaginary spook is as good as a real spook, if the
clergy can twist and prejudice the youthful mind in
their direction. If a showman never lifts the curtain,
it does not matter whether he has anything or nothing
on the other side.

The belief in spooks is more than profitable to the
priests. It enervates and paralyses the human mind.
It is the parent of all sorts of mischief. It is our
worst inheritance from our savage progenitors. The
black spirits that haunted the swamps and forests of
primeval ages, and terrified the ape-man who lived
in mystery and fear, are not suffered to depart with
the ignorance that gave them birth. They are culti-
vated by priests, and used to overawe the cradles and
schools of civilisation.

The Freethinker does not fight spooks. Ho would
not waste an ounce of powder upon them. He fights
the fighters of spooks. He assails the superstition
on which they flourish. He seeks to free the human
mind from gratuitous fears. He dispels the shadows
and deepens the sunshine of life.

Surely this is a good work. Whoever takes part
in it is giving the race an unmixed blessing. War
with the army of enslavement! Down with the
seducers of childhood—the spiritual profligates
who debauch the youthful mind! Banish them,
with tbeir spooks, from the school, the college,
the court of justice, the hall of legislation! Let us
train generations of sound minds in sound bodies,
full of rich blood, and nervous energy, and frank
inquiry, and dauntless courage, and starry hope ;
with faces that never pale at truth, hearts that hold
no terms with falsehood, knees that never bend
before power or mystery, heads that always keep a
manly poise, and eyes that boldly challenge all things
from height to depth.

G. W. FOOTE.
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KNOWN BY THEIR FRUITS.

1t is often remarked in the pulpits that infidelity
would have no standing ground were it not for the
bad conduct and disagreements of professing Chris-
tians. The assertion is incorrect. Our primary
objection to Christianity is that it is not true. We
say its miracles are unsubstantiated, its pretensions
unwarranted, and its dogmas repugnant to human
reason. Finally, we say its history proves it is not
divine.

But have we any right to make reflections on
Christianity on account of the conduct of Christians ?
| say we have. First, from its own principles;
second, from its practice; third, from the nature of
the case. The founder of Christianity laid it down,
“ Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather
grapes of thorns or figs of thistles ? 7 (Matt, vii., 16).
Christian missionaries point out the superior charac-
ters of Christians to those of unbelievers. Christian
advocates constantly blacken Paganism, that it may
serve as a foil to their own faith. Any slip on the part
of an unbeliever is eagerly seized as an evidence of
the results of infidelity. It is claimed that Chris-
tianity is a divine revelation. Surely the Christian
theory demands that the revelation shall have brought
such a degree of righteousness as could not be ap-
proached by any human system. How can its cause
be known to be divine when the effects are only such
as might be expected from a human systemf If
divine, it should substantiate itself. If God had
spoken, the world would have been convinced and
would have obeyed.

But what has Christian history been? A long
record of strife, intolerance, and sectarian hatred.
This was the natural result of a faith founded on
supernaturalism, and claiming exclusive possession
of divine truth, whilst susceptible of tho most diverse
interpretations. It has sown dissension between
families, and hatred between races. Its horrible
dogmas of hell and devils have deprived men of
reason. Under no flag has there been worse
atrocities than under tho sign of tho cross. The ages
when its faith dominated were emphatically the dark
ages, and its triumph was tho overthrow of Pagan
civilisation. At the present day our social state is a
sufficient proof of its failure. Three-parts of the
world refuses to accept this religion, and those who
nominally accept it do not even attempt to regulate
their lives by its impracticable teachings. A sorry
result for a divine revelation. But it is said that all
we complain of has resulted from the corruptions of
Christianity. Why, then, did not God guard his
revelation from corruptions ? llow is Christianity
to bo distinguished from its corruptions ? The very
attempt cannot bo mado without relying on that
appeal to reason and historical criticism which is the
method of infidelity. Tho effort to arrive at a primitive
Christianity has only resulted in a multitude of
divergent sects, and tho conclusion that what is called
primitive Christianity was an amalgam of preceeding
beliefs, in which strifo and contentions abounded.
We find no unity even at tho fountain head, and, as
Paul and Peter differed, so havo their followers in all
ages; and worse, have tortured and burnt each other

quite persuaded
All tho apostles would havo done as they did.

The so-called corruptions of Christianity are part
and parcel of the religion. Tho pustules appear on
the surface because tho blood is poisonous within.
Take the case of religious persecution. Wherever
Christianity has had tho power it has used the sword
to suppress antagonistic opinions. In this it is quito
consistent. If it has God's authority, it should have
absolute power. If it is what it claims to be, the
only divinely-revealed truth whereby men can be
saved, all other systems are errors, leading men into
eternal hell. It is bettor that bodies should be burnt
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here than hereafter. The worst periecufors were the
best Christians. St. Dominic, who established tho
Inquisition, was a pre-eminent Christian, and so wes
Torquemada, who sought to purge the world of heresy
by burning thousands of heretics. A perusal of the
history of the Jews, or even a visit to Louis Tussaud s
Exhibition of Instruments of Torture, should bo quite
enough to settle tho claims of Christianity to ho a
divine revelation.

As an organised ecclesiastical system—and it 38
only as such that it is distinct from other faiths-
phristianisy has been a fruitful source of misery;-
inefficient to prevent evil, potent in working mischief-
Its whole courso has been one continued chart of
discord. It has darkened the mind by the gloom of
superstition and chilled the heart by tho torpor of
intolerance. It has set father against son and mother
against daughter. It has brought not peace, but a
sword. Tho lamentations which its teachers utter
concerning the depravity of human nature are

virtual confession of its failure.
J. M. W heeier.

FORWARD.

"Tis not a war of blood; and still a war

Against all superstition. For mankind,

Led by the priest, that gaoler of the mind,

Would cling to musty creeds which tend to bar
Man'’s upward progress. Good is surely wrought,
For liberty, in her triumphal car,

Rides through the wide and sphered dome of thoughtr
Nor shall the smoke of hell her brightness mar,
But slowly are we to perfection brought,

And hearts which have grown weary with the load
Of the world'’s sorrow, and its fret and jar,

Shall with a hope re-kindled look abroad ;

As, through the clearer dawn, there looms afar

All that we here so painfully have sought.
William Emsl”™'

THE ALMIGHTY DOLLAR.
* Brother Smith, what does this mean ?”
* What does what mean ?”
“ Bringing a nigger into the church.”
“ But ho is intelligent and well educated.”
“ Who cares for that ? He is a nigger ?”
“ But he is a friend of mine.”
“ What of that? Must you, therefore, insult the

NG

congregation?” _ $v
“ But he is a Christian, and belongs to tho same u<
nation
“ What do | care for that? Let him go and worship
his fellow niggers.” ,
“ But he is worth 5,000,000 dols.,” said the merchall
* Worth what ?”
“ Five million dollars.” pe
“ Worth 5,000,000 dols. 1 Brother Smith, introduce
HOW TO HELP US. te

Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethink& n
window.

Get your nowsagent to take a few copies of tho tj1 cOpi1
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take 1
that remain unsold.

Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it aTil
acquaintances.

Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sb®71* 'yard
aro of a convenient size for the purpose.
will send them on application. jj)o o

Leave a copy of tho Freethinker now and then >n
tho car, or tho omnibus.

Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your
public meetings, or among tho audionces ar
corner urcachers

(1)
(2)
gyel

° n

(3)
4

®)
(0)

walks 150

Ecclesiastical Item.— Teacher; “ What are SftS
the seven days of the week?” Boy: “ Monday, a <
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.” o

“ That's only six days. When does your nK>the
church ?” Boy : “ When pa buys her a new hat.
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INGERSOLL ON WAGNER.

At the banquet of. the Li'ederkranz, given in New York
recently, Colonel Ingersoll, in response to an invitation, said .

, It is probable that | was selected to speak about music
occanse, not knowing one note from another, | have no
prejudice on the subject. All | can say is that | know what

like, and to tell the truth, | like every kind— enjoy it all-
tom the hand-organ to the orchestra. Knowing nothing of
. science of music, | am not always looking for defects or
‘stening for discords. As the young robin cheerfully swallows
what comes, | hear with gladness all that is played.

<Music has been, | suppose, a gradual growth, subject to
le Mw of evolution, and nearly everything, with the possible
exception of theology, is under this law.

Music may be divided into three Kkinds: First, the music

Elmple time without any particular emphasis—and this

may he called the music of the heels; second, music in which
toe, is varied, in which there is the eager haste and the
ell*'ous delay— that is, the fast and slow, in accordance with
°U feelings, with our emotions—and this may be called the
music of the heart; third, the music that includes time and
~phasis, the hastening and the delay— something in addition
plat produces not only states, of feeling but states of thought.
{'J)r/allshtoay be called the music of the head, the music of the

Music expresses feeling and thought without language. It
& below and before speech, and it is above and beyond all
~ rds. Before man found a name for any thought or thing
“ad hopes and fears and passions, and these were rudely
**PAged in tones.
f one thing, however, | am certain, and that is, that
a(fdc Was born of love. Had there never been any human
e tion there never would have been uttered a strain of
°-  Possibly some mother looking in the eyes of her babe
®the first melody to the enraptured
M ~ IRua8e is not subtle enough, tender enough to express
4 aat we feel, and when language fails the highest and
. longings are translated into music. Music is the
“dnahfipe, the climate of the soul, and it floods the heart with
IRestagtime .
toar SQ Mso satiafied that the greatest music is the most
°f i] OUs mingling of love and death. Love is the greatest
it, ~he passions and death is its shadow. Death gets all
itspirr’r b°w love, and love gets its intensity, its radiance,
isafl°Mr,and its rapture from the darkness ¢f death. Love
ower that grows on the edge of the grave.
fseli e music for the most part expresses emotion or
lae] through time and emphasis and what is known as
Gy Most of the old operas consist of a few melodies
bum C. by unmeaning recitative. There should be no
Ica\e p In2 music. It is as though a writer should suddenly
hnt 113 subject and write a paragraph consisting of nothing
1if > reP6tition of one word like “ the,” “ the,” “ the,” or
Athou if,” “if,” varying the repetition of these words, but
P Eleaning, and then resume the thread of his article.

N ¢ * °t saying that great music was not produced before
bavé but I am simply endeavoring to show the steps that
bave td>n buken. It was necessary that all the music should
dnG=MueebiWritten in order that the greztest migiht be pro-
thong”jbhe same is true of the drama. Thousands and
bcllior]]03 Prepared the way for the supreme dramatist as
u°ns prepared the way for the supreme composer.
N en 1 read Shakespeare | am astonished that he has
* * > 4 so much with common words to which he seems o
iU meaning, and so, when 1 hear Wagner | exclaim, Is
1°&ible that all this is done with common air !

j&singm?ner s music there is a touch of chaos that suggests

t e sUn e" melodies seem strange and changing forms,
r°’to the 11161 M°uds, and weird harmonies come like sounds

~aVes brought by fitful winds, and others moan like
joy Q isolate shores, and mingled with these are shouts

>ond;onllb sighs and sobs and ripples of laughter and the
\Ya s v°Ices of eternal love.

ku “ g- eij '3 the Shakespeare of music.
the 08 r*e(V'’ is the funeral music for all the dead.

The funeral march
Should

< is el, S this music would be perfectly appropriate.
Tristan5111611*3'"  uoiversal, eternal. The love music in
~Presaio an”™ ~Mde ” is like “ Romeo and Juliet,” an

“Yg Q™ He human heart for all time. So the love duet
IQouita Sif 1ing Dutchman ” has in it the consecration, the
6 denial of love. The whole heart is given—every
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note has wings, and rises and poises like an eagle in the
heaven of sound.

When 1 listen to the music of Wagner | see pictures, forms,
glimpses of the perfect— the swell of a hip, the wave of a
breast, the glance of an eye. | am in the midst of great
galleries. Before me are passing the endless panoramas. |
see vast landscapes with valleys of verdure and vine, with
soaring crags, snow crowned. | am on the wide seas, where
countless billows burst into the whitecaps of joy. | am in
the depths of the cave o'erwalled with mighty crags, while
through some rent | see the eternal stars. In a moment the
music becomes a river of melody flowing through some
wondrous land; suddenly it falls in strange chasms, and the
mighty cataract is changed to seven hued foam.

Great music I3 always sad because it tells us of the perfect,
and such is the difference between what we are and that
which music suggessts that even in the vase of joy we find
some tears.

The music of Wagner has color, and when | hear the
violins the morning seems to slowly come. A horn puts a
star above the horizon. The night in the purple hum of the
bass wanders away like some enormous bee across wide fields
of dead clover. The light grows whiter as the violins
increase. Color comes from the other instruments, and then
the full orchestra floods the world with day.

Wagner seems not only to have given us new tones, new
combinations, but the moment the orchestra begins to play
his music all the instruments are transfigured. They seem
to utter the sounds that they have been longing to utter.
The horn3 run riot, the drums and cymbals join in the general
joy. The old bass viols are alive with passions. The ’cellos
throb with love, the violins are seized with a divine fury and
the notes rush out eager for the air as pardoned prisoners for
the roads and fields.

The music of Wagner is filled with landscapes. There are
some strains, like midnight, thick with constellations, and
there are harmonies like islands in the far seas, and others
like palms on the desert’'s edge. His music satisfies the heart
and brain. It is not only for memory, not only for the
present, but for prophecy.

Wagner was a sculptor, a painter in sound. When he died
the greatest fountain of melody that ever enchanted the
world ceased, but his music will instruct and refine forever.

All that | know about the operas of Wagner | have learned
from Anton Seidl, and | believe that he is the noblest,
tenderest, and most artistic interpreter of Wagner that has
ever lived.

NON-RESISTANCE.

“ | say unto you that ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.”—
Matt, v., 39.

* The truth is that the whole of our criminal law and our
police arrangements are based upon a systematic repudiation
of the precept in question ; and the order of modern society’,
the security of modern life, could not otherwise exist. In
savage communities and in disordered times every man must
succumb to violence or must defend himself. In such times
obedience to the Christian precept would simply mean the
extermination or enslavement of all Christians, the supremacy
of the violent by the self-suppression of the gentle. In our
days, division of labor is in the ascendant; and we delegate
the duties of resisting violence and evil to a professional class.
If bad men abound— and where would be the meaning of
Christian precepts and exhortations to a Christian life, if they
did not ?—then, if the criminal class are not to prosper and
to reign, police and the repressive and primitive laAv must
exist and act, must restrain and retribute. Who among us
would for a moment advocate their abolition ? Who that
deems it right to maintain them can pretend that the Christian
precept of non-resistance is obeyable in these days, or that he
is endeavoring to obey it?”— IF. R. Grey, “ Contemporary
Review," April 1873 ; p. 686.

“ | never jump at conclusions,” said the pastor. “ No,”
said the elderly member of his congregation who takes
liberties, “ 1 have noticed that from your sermons. You
reach a conclusion very slowly.”

They were talking of a death, when one man asked, “ What
were his last words ?”  “ He didn’'t say anything,” was the

reply. *“ That's just like him,” said the first man, with an
approving nod. “ There was no gas about him ; he was all
business.”
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AN OLD STORY MODERNISED.

Had that adjunct of civilisation the modern newspaper
existed in tlie time of Noah, we should have had an account
of the affair in this fashion :
TERRIBLE FLOOD.
W holesale Destruction of Humanity.
Only Eight Saved.
(Special to the Daily Stylus.")

Mount Ararat, October 17.—A tremendous flood has
occurred in this part of the country which beggars all descrip-
tion. For forty days the rain fell in unceasing torrents,
causing the water to rise with tremendous rapidity, inundating
the oountry as far as the eye could see. All but eight of the
human population were lost. | visited the scene of the
disaster and at once interviewed Mr. Noah, the captain of the
Olive Ship Company’s palatial ship, the Ark. Captain Noah
is a very quiet and unassuming sort of man and tells a
straightforward story.

Captain Noah as a Weather Prophet.

“ |1 knew that the rainy season was approaching,” observed
the Captain, as he invited mo to a seat on the spanker boom
of the Ark, “ because my bunions were paining me, but | had
no idea that General Squealy, of the Weather Bureau, in-
tended to give us such a spell of wet weather. However, |
started out with an assorted cargo of animals for Barnum’s
Greatest Show on Earth, over in Babylon. With me were
my wife, my three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhetb, and their
three wives. We heaved anchor and started.

Terrible Scenes.

“ It rained and rained and rained, until | thought it must
have rained itself dry, but it still kept on. The water was
rising at a tremendous pace, and we were sailing gaily along
over cities and trees and hills. The scenes were terrible to
witness and too horrible to describe. At last | got tired of
the dampness, and sent a homing pigeon to Squealy to switch
on some other breed of climate, but it never came back. So
I sent a second one, and it seemed to have accomplished its
mission, for the rain stopped.

“ But the worst part remains to be told. Wo ran ashore,
and on the top of a mountain too. It's a blamed shame.
But | shall sue the Government for not having buoyed the
place properly. Besides, it isn't on the chart, and, last of all,
there was no pilot boat to be had when | was most in need
of it. It's a blamed shame.” And Captain Noah shifted his
quid of lotus leaves from his right into his left cheek and
winked the other eye.

W here the Blame Lies.

From what | can glean from a conversation with Japheth
Noah, the blame rests entirely with General Squealy, of the
Weather Bureau at Babylon. It is true that Her Majesty
Queen Semiramis had sent him on a foreign mission into
Media, but he should have left instructions with his sub-
ordinates as to the proper handling of the weather switch-

board. Her Gracious Majesty the Queen has subscribed one
hundred talents to the relief fund.— Sheffield Weekly
Telegraph.

FREEDOM.

I honor the man who is willing to sink

Half his present repute for the freedom to think.

And when he has thought, be his cause strong or weak,
Will risk t'other half for the freedom to speak.

Caring naught for what vengeance tho mob has in store,
Be that mob the upper ten-thousand or lower.

James Russell Lowell.

FUND FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF MR. BRADLAUGN’'S
LIABILITIES.

J. Schofield, 2s. Gd. ; Thos. Holstond, £1
£1 ; Edward Thyre, Is.; G. E. Marfield, 2s.;
Walter Il. Hibbs, 2s. Gd.; Geo. Smith, 10s.; James M. Hamp-
son, £1 ; Mrs. Annie Hamson, £1; J. Patterson, 2s, Gd.; R.
Martin, 2s. Cd. ; Two Frionds, Is.; J. C. Lawrence, £2 2s.; J.
Ratcliffe, 5s. ; N. Kitchen, Is. ; R. J. Fairbairn, Is. ; John Cole,
Is.; Wm. Hurroll, Is. ; Thos. Wallace, Is.; Thos. Dalgue, Is.;
B. Kelly, Is.; W. D. Graban, Is.; Frionds, Os.; A Friend, 4s.;
0. Davidson, £1 Is. ; W. B., 2s. Gd. ; W. Jackson, 3s. ; R. Kear-
ley, 2s. Gd.; J. F., £1 Is.; N. Lidstone, £1 ; An Old Friend, 5s. ;
B. Shipley, Os.; N. C,, £1 ; E. Cook, £5; Gladwick Reform
Club, 8s. ; Tom Crowther, 2s. ; Mrs. Lupton, 10s. ; Miss Lupton,
5s.; W. Lupton, 5s.; Il. Lupton, 5s.; Chas. Mellor, £5; James
Odgers, £2 ; IV. Bell, £1 1s.—W . H. Reynolds, Campiin House,
New Cross, London, S.E.

Is. ; James Naylor,
J. Mawson, lIs.;
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ACID DROPS.

Some Christians have an astonishing itch for converting
Jews. About fifty thousand a-year is spent on bringing the
chosen people to Christ—minus, of course, the heavy
expenses of the benevolent gentlemen who devote themselves
to tho holy work. Catching a single Jew gives rise to &
much jubilation as is said to take place in heaven over one
sinner that repenteth. This is well known to a certain
section of enterprising Israelites, who have not the slightest
objection to spoiling any quantity of Egyptians. We a®
not surprised, therefore, to read that a young foreign Jew,
professing his desire to be baptised into the Christian faith,
has obtained a loan from a clergyman at 'Hastings; nor are
we surprised to read that the same young foreign Jew, with
the same anxiety to try the effect of Christian cold water and
Christian hard cash, has obtained another loan at Brighton.
His ostensible object is to get to Russia— of all places in the
world ; but while the loan business flourishes it is probable
that he will delay his departure from tho hospitable shores o,
good old England.

“ Life,” the Christum World says, "is a prophecy”9
stammering prophecy, but a true prophecy— of heaven.”
admit the stammering, anyhow. As for the prophecy,
looks rather mixed when wo think of the influenza, b
strikes, and other ills that flesh is heir to. Still, we are °Pon
to conviction. Perhaps, if we shared the profits of th®
Christian World, we should see more in the argument. 1>
they not say that when an aldorman has dined the world

happy ?

Dr. Tait, the late Archbishop of Canterbury, has left ®
record of how he did homage to tho Queen as Head of wj,
Church. “ I kneeled down on both knees before the Queen-
ho says, “ Just like a little boy at his mother’s knee,
was the attitude of a flunkey. Surely a big salary is necess9
to console a man for such a degradation.

. . thi5

Dr. Tait tells a story of Bishop Longley. When -
ecclesiastic was consecrated Bishop of Ripon by Willi»**1
and had risen from his knees, he was astonished to hear 1J
King addressing him in a loud voico— “ Bishop of RipO®'j
charge you, as you shall answer beforo Almighty God. th9
you never by word or deed give encouragement to
damned Whigs who would upset the Church of England.

Who is Nettleship ?” said Robert Browning one day
his drawing-room leaning against the mantlepiece, ? #
sternly eyeing his querist—“ Who is Nettleship ? Sir, he 1
man who can draw God creating Evil.”

Mr. Nettleship’s designs in black and white, which?
shortly to be published, include “ God Creating Evil ®
“ God in Glory,” which Dante Gabriel Rossetti declared
unsurpassed in conception by anything in ancient or *0°
art. For our part, we shall bo glad to see them. -
published a picture of “ God_Creating_Light;” and Chr'g oi-

called it “ blasphemous.” Perhaps Mr. Nettleship ffiu
us how that sort of thing should be done.

Judging by the correspondence between Father Hold®™ ~
St. Joseph’s, Dundee, and Staff Captain Broughton, he»*
the Salvation Army in that city, tho statements made IBNp
Il ar Cry as to conversions must be taken with mor®
the usual quantity of salt. Father Holder read in thatp9P,r
that the S.A. corps at Dundee contains a very large 11l
of saved Catholics, and in particular a family of six was
tioned. He wrote asking for particulars, and the staff CoP fet
disclaims having written tho report, and expresses hist »
at its having appeared.

0
In the shindy between tho rival Christian shownl®
Bethlehem, tho Greek Archbishop got a crack over the ¢ j,jj
rom one of tho pious Franciscan monks, and threo ®. jsb
followers had to be taken to tho hospital. How the 1“ tj,*
followers of Mohammed must grin at having to k® ‘g,
peace between Christians at tho alleged birthplaco of
— iapj
The Gospels tell us that the Roman soldiers who ®*“ Of &
Jesus cast lots ior his suit of clothes, which consis c¢'
single, seamless garment, that would probably have be
(second-hand) at half a dollar. Now the Roman soh 1
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w°n the raffle must have been directly inspired by the Holy
Ghost, for ho not only took scrupulous care of that piece of
Hebrew OIld Clo\ but passed it on to an equally careful
person, who passed it on again, so that it ultimately found its
Wy into the hands of the Church. The garment, warranted
genuine by God’s representatives— and who can doubt them ?

ie periodically exhibited, for the usual consideration. A
fresh exhibition will take place shortly, and we only wish we
eould take the gate-money for tho Bradlaugh Memorial Hall.

According to the London correspondent of the Yorkshire
Post the Irish priests are trying to form a new Catholic party.
Gnly Btaunch Romanists are to be admitted, and political
questions will bo subordinated to religious interests. This
fill be a blow at the Parnellites, but a still greater blow at
E%eother Nationalists. It is hoped that the funds hitherto
WW(g into the Nationalist coffers will henceforth flow into

of ~10 Catholic party ; and if tho report is anything

a canard, wo have no doubt that this ‘financial hope is
1Principal motive of the hierarchy.

N

General Miller, formerly her Majesty’s Consul-General i_
F% Pacific, says of the heathen Indians of Peru, “ Three con-
precepts formed tho foundation of the education system—
mFia sua, mna quella, ama llulla, ” (Thou shalt not steal, thou
not lie, thou shalt not bo idle). These expressions
rused as terms of greeting whenever Peruvians met or
parted until in 1783 the Spaniards vigorously forbade their
'0 jjr< ,atlge. and compelled the aborigines to adopt tho
n°lic salutation of “ Ave Maria purissima” (Hail Mary
HCXPj110" which was replied to by “ Sin pecado concebida ”
felr.ce'ved without sin).  This substitution of the dogmas of
i, °'°n for tho dictates of natural morality is very character-
Ic of orthodox Christianity.

it*}10 Church and State Guild has never yet commended
toJ Sawve f° a mere fraction of the Church with wit enough
w ® . that tho stage may be utilised and cannot be suppressed,
tim na*urG sentiment of the clergy toward the drama con-
the )37 what it always has been—ono of dislike. Tho
Aith ni 'S a lavak hated for teaching lessons of humanity
rt h °Ucan”™ anH dogma, and doubly so for the ridicule which

aa boen tho vehicle of exciting against religious hypocrisy.

hdohn Rilkes, in ono respect the prototype of Charles Brad-
thev™ for he fought, and won, the same kind of battle with
rv, °use of Commons -was one oP tho smartest hands at

-S0inee> especially in contested elections. He was once

you b'a siubborn voter, who exclaimed, “ 1 won't vote for

‘:E)ntild seener vete for tMn Dlgrilc  Iyes,” said Wilkes,
1M caso your friend doesn’t stand ?”

thQ{y lcrsJor Servants is the title of a manual got up for
tMat@BS kRBWRA 88 “ slaveys ” and “ flunkoys,” or rather for
aiiij °. Bieir masters and pastors. “ May | obey willingly
Strelsls ,,800(J sense the wishes of my earthly master and
Jen Is the general burden of the prayers, which are
W _9y prepared to endorse the teaching of the Catechism
People should bo content with the station of life in

ch it has pleased God to placo them.

Ou'lD following story of Mdme. Blavatsky and Laurence
Ver?, ut is fold by the Pall Mall Gazette: “ ‘H. P. B.” appa-
577 regarded the author of Piccadilly and the creature of
hjjj, laas a possible proselyte, and usod all her arts to win
Cevl 0 Her way of thinking. In tho courso of conversation,
felJT" " as mentioned. <Ah i I know Ceylon,” said Mdmo.

in Her most impressive manner. ‘1 lived there
wYet JOars.” ‘Indeed,” replied Oliphant; ‘may | ask in
of |, part of theisland? ‘In --—---- ,’ said tho high priestess
tbo t °030phy, mentioning a flat, uninhabitable waste. *In
‘Pt Nunta>ns ?’ inquired Oliphant, with a grave countenance.
bavp vy replied Madame. Whatever Laurence Oliphant
frotti F Ve G10ught of Mdme. Blavatsky’s doctrines, he did not

ber .rnpment entertain a particularly high opinion of
TOramty.’Q P y g P

th¢{."T7 s and everywhere it has been found impossible to
Pow , od as anything but a man; bigger, wiser, more
anqtl ul>but still a man. This explains the Incarnation,
ft al, 0 (Riphasis laid on the second person of tho Trinity.
«m “nfrf*ﬁ_lﬂi_ns whx tho W Walter Walsh, t'he well¢

alf-hearted heretic of Newcastle, exclaims that

can fail, then earth is built on stubble and
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the pillared heaven on rottenness. If anyone can pluck his
sheep out of his hands, then God is a myth, and heaven a
fairy tale. Man’s highest wisdom is to take refuge in agnos-
ticism or positive unbelief.” The last sentence commands
our entire approval.

This is from the Spectator,, the official organ of the
Wesleyan Church in Victoria :e-“ England, not satisfied with
sending grog and opium to the East, is now manufacturing
and shipping gods to Burmah. It seems there is an extensive

I demand for these articles, and John Bull, who sends Bibles,

lis equally ready to furnish idols if he can get a fair market
price for them.”

Brigands are proverbially pious, and the gang who recently
carried off passengers from a train near Constantinople are no
exception. According to the Globe account, “ the captain
never neglected to read prayers both morning and evening.”
At the same time he swore to Kill every one of his prisoners
if they were not handsomely ransomed. Perhaps the Bishop
of Chester will oblige the world with a sermon on this little
incident.

Bramwell Booth, the eldest son of William Booth, boss of
the Salvation Army, has dropped, between two and three
thousand pounds. He placed the sum in the hands of a
London stock-broker to invest, and the broker has gone bank-
rupt, and poor Bramwell is only a creditor of the estate.

How many other thousands the pious, self-denying Bramwell
may have snugly invested is only known to himself. The
Booths pretend to take nothing from “ tho Army,” but they
rake in the shekels from somewhere.

J. W. Herwell, trading as Herwell and Co., silk manu-
facturers, whose pious prospectus we commented upon a few
months ago, is in the Bankruptcy Court. Before drawing up
the prospectus he spent the whole night in prayer, and he
recommended his “ dear friends in Christ to take shares in
his mill. But it didn’'t come off, and now a good pious soul,
owing £25,818 with only £2,177 assets, is in the hands of
the Philistines.

George B. Smith, of Brooklyn, tried to strangle his wife
the other day. George was a Christian, not an infidel. He
was not a follower of Ingersoll, but of Jesus and Moses and
the holy men of old. Here is what the daily paper says
about him : “ Mrs. Smith thinks that too close a study of the
Bible was the cause of her husband’s derangement. For the
past twelve months he has devoted all his spare time to
reading the Scriptures, and he believed he was in personal
communication with the Almighty. He imagined that he had
been commanded to exterminate his family, and was in the
act of carrying out what he believed to be the divine injunc-
tion when he was arrested.”— Boston Investigator.

Piety mingles with the cruelty exhibited in the collection
of instruments of torture now on view at Louis Tussaud’s.
Most of the articles were intended for tho benefit of heretics.
Even the executioners swords are inscribed with religious
mottoes, and on one is an engraving of the Crucifixion.

The Rev. Ed. Gerrard has been convicted by tho United
States Court of smuggling opium which he imported in a
flower pot planted with a geranium.

The Welsh Congregationalists in conference have protested
against “ the unwarrantable and baseless charge made against
them by the Lord Bishop of Landaff,” with a view to prejudice
the English mind in the coming struggle for the Disestablish-
ment and Disendowment of the Church of England in Wales.

Cardinal Manning has issued a new pastoral letter. He is
strongly in favor of the Government scheme of Free Educa-
tion, which ho sees will give a fresh lease of life to the
denominational schools at tho expense of tho ratepayers.
“ We are in a crisis,” ho says, “ the gravest we have ever
known, and in all probability the last; and certainly the
most favorable wo shall ever have of securing the freedom of
tho English people in educating their children in conformity
with their own consciences.” 3

Cardinal Manning's notions of freedom are peculiar. He
protended to be maintaining tho freedom of Christians when
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he rabidly opposed the entrance of Mr. Bradlaugh to Parlia-
ment. He now pretends to be maintaining freedom, when he
is only fighting for public funds to assist religious education.
No doubt he would burn heretics at the stake with the same
cry of “ freedom ” on his lips.

A very different view from Cardinal Manning’s is taken by
the Executive Committee of the Liberation Society. In
their manifesto they point out the “ hardship and injustice ”
of the present system, especially in the rural districts, where
the Conscience Clause is a mockery. They also declare that
this Tory Bill is “ avowedly intended to perpetuate and
strengthen” this vicious system, and call upon all friends of
religious equality to secure amendments in the measure
before it is allowed to become law.

How amusing are all these Nonconformist speeches and
resolutions against the Prince of "Wales for playing baccarat!
One would think they had only just discovered Albert
Edward’s fondness for such pastimes, whereas they have
known it all along, and their outcry is therefore three-fourths
hypocrisy. Even if it were sincere, there would be something
ludicrous in their scenting danger to the Monarchy because
the Prince of Wales plays at cards. Freethinkers don't care
twopence whether he does or doesn’'t. Their ideas of govern-
ment are above such paltry personalities. If monarchy is
the best form of government, you must put up with a
Prince’'s vices; but if a Republic is preferable, why bother
about the tastes of princes and princesses, who will become
ordinary citizens whenever the nation has sense enough to
manage its own business ?

While many religious bodies are now protesting against
gambling, they do not mention that the Bible has nothing to
say against this vice. It rather seems to encourage it. The
number twelve of the apostles was made up by casting lots.
Palestine was divided among the twelve tribes in the same
fashion. Proverbs xvi., 33, places it under divine superin-
tendence ; it says, “ The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole
disposing thereof is of the Lord.”

Superior piety does not compensate for superior height in
the case of a church in a thunderstorm. On Monday evening
St. Nicholas’ Church, Gloucester, was struck by lightning,
which set fire to the top of the roof. Happily three gallant
firemen fought against the divinely-guided destroyer. Climb-
ing up a rod in the interior of the spire, at great risk from
the molten lead that was falling, they succeeded in putting
out the flames with fire-extincteurs. No doubt the con-
gregation will return thanks for this happy deliverance,
although it was affected by the firemen in the teeth of
Providence.

Some half dozen fortune tellers were on one day convicted
at the Salford Police court, and sentenced to short terms of
imprisonment. By 9 Geo. Il., cap. 5, any person undertaking
to tell fortunes may be imprisoned for a year. This was a
modification of the old severe sentences against witchcraft.
Parsons may tell peoples fortunes in another world, and make
a good thing of it without coming under the statute.

Among the Lord’s recent blessings are the continuance of
influenza and small-pox ; storms in Austria, destroying an
entire village, and threatening Galacia with famine ; con-
tinued famine and distress in Madras ; forest fires in Canada ;
Prussian soldiers struck by lightning; a bridge fallen in
Switzerland, with one hundred and twenty killed and more
injured ; earthquake shocks in Italy, and Vesuvius again
erupting. Yet some people say Jehovah is dead!

French Catholics are, it is said, going to spend twenty
million francs on the Church of Montmartre, erected as an
act of penitence for the irreligion of the nation. The Pope
has offered a seven years’ indulgence for pilgrims to Mont-
martre who subscribe.

A mock trial of the Devil is the latest Salvationist show in
America. There was judge, jury, and counsel, and even a
devil's advocate. This gentleman nearly broke the case
down, for only one witness swore he knew the defendant
personally, and he admitted ho had met him in a madhouse.
Another witness, who swore that the accused wont about as
a roaring lion seeking whom he might devour, had to admit
under cross-examination that he had no personal knowledge
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of the fact, but had picked it up from a statement in a local
paper. The Devil was, however, adjudged guilty by the
Salvationist jury, and condemned to imprisonment for life.

George Titheridge, a local preacher, who lodges over a
Baptist Chape], Colebrooke Hall, Hornsey, is accused of
entering the bed-room of a married woman, who also lodges
over the chapel. The lady made a bother, and some of the
tenants will have to quit.

The body of the Eev. Ezra T. Shaw, United Methodist
minister, Hull, has been found at Humber Bank. There wes
a shot wound in his head and a revolver lying by his side.
The deceased had been in a low state of mind, and it 1B
believed he committed suicide.

When Catholics had no opposition they were very free u5
permitting Sunday recreation, after mass had been attended-
In Spain it used to be common for ladies to go to church &
the morning, and to a bull-fight in the afternoon. But w»“
opposition they have got more particular, and the Spanish
bishops have brought forward a Sunday Closing Bill to oblige
not only Catholics, but all others, to observe the Sunday5
and religious fast days. The Bill is being opposed by
Liberals of Spain.

On the one hand the religionists are doing their worst t°
prevent all Sunday excursions, and on the other they a%
trying to repeal and continually defy the clause in *
Eastbourne Local Act by which twenty Salvationists haie
been punished for making a disturbance on Sunday.

Some of the residents of Hong Kong like to have thel
religion paid for by other people, and those who differ fr°
it entirely. The Chinese population contribute nine-telt
of the local revenue, yet the Church of England reside®
wish their chaplain and ecclesiastical expenses paid for
State grants. Religion is a double blessing when it
for by those who do not believe in it.

al®

Dr. Momerie, referring to the doctrine of the resurreomo*
of the body, said he had heard of a man whose leg had o
amputated and put in a glass case for medical purposes- ~
moved afterwards into another parish, and died there, but
instructions to be buried as near to his old leg at PoSv
that he might be sure of finding it on the Eesurrec
morning.

The Rev. John Chapman asks for a day of prayer 'vher™s
ministers of all denominatioms shall plead with God f°r.
poor Jews in Russia. Here is their God and Father alle'F,,
his chosen people to be vilely persecuted, and Mr. 0113?
thinks it necessary that he and all other ministers Bxa Jg
in reminding him of his duty. Truly, as Spencer
volumes might bo written on the impiety of the pious.

E. T. W. Dennis takes the Scarborough Evening

task for poking fun at the miracle we discussed the ,
day. Our contemporary couldn’'t understand how e b »
driver Hargraves was helped by prayer in that acO pgjiJ*5
the London and Brighton line at Norwood. Mr. ~
explains that the man who prays most is the stronge»
best. He is replied to, however, by “ C. S.” and “ In
lous,” who leave him in fragments.

ir-

_ oDy t*
A missionary occasionally distributed blankets ai» ®ed-
Maoris who attended his little church in the WLL pg 5
Noticing in the case of one worshipper that he cam” hijf,
blanket rather too frequently, the rev. gentleman W
that he could not give any more blankets. A In(?g;iOfO
promptly replied the Maori. “ No more blankets,
hallelujah!” and departing, returned no more. )
1t»Ji
Jesus said “ Give to every one that asketb,” re:S‘\

law." Cut tlle Ee7-
Apostle and the a different opinion from the

an old man ti, _Person of the Trinity. He
lent and hit ,° n Turlington, for the sum of £3 6s,,

rector of Hathern
' 18

judge unn m°Ve was to drag the old man be®5K
earned . lJudgment summons. John Turlington « j,
iieu a shilling ReW and then, and was ia receipt %F‘If);

relief, and on this paltry excuse the judge refuset
order, leaving Parson Smythies to sigh heavily °ve”®
66 shillings— only 6 short of the number of the Re-I
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, June 21, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.; at

t.30, “ A New Life of Christ.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

,FURAST communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica-
Tn °pS'0 ~ r- U. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.
«E Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
ree to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at
he following rates, prepaid:— One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year,
es. 8d.; Three Months, Is. 7Jd. Australia, China and Africa :
7~-One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months,
Is-2d- IndiaOne Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.;
mthree Months, 2s. 8£d.
cale of Advertisements—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Die-played Advertisements :— One inch,
s- 1 Half Column, 15s.: Column, £1 10s. Special terms for
IT1®Petitions.
being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
Rapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future
receive the number when their subscription expires in a
j bolored wrapper.
<hlERRjjje— Each must act on his own judgment. We don’t
t e*Pect, and we shall never try, to please everybody.
JR. Rroad.— Received.
Prejudiced Reckoner.— There was no card in the enve-
U jJde’ hhd we did not keep the copy.
! G.—You cannot be prosecuted for reading in church—
°t even in St. Paul's. Don’t be alarmed. If they “ try it
j jr> let us know.
p’'Clarke.— (1) Both Tom Mann and John Burns wero once
reethinkers, and we are not aware that they have changed
cirviews. (2) Gibbon’s Decline and Fall can often be got
j, pCond-hand for about ten shillings.
S ACK"— COllrse ladies are expected to join the London
jcu ar Federation excursion. It will be a tame affair with-

them+
Va Grefton—={{) Thera are only two ways of evading the
mccination laws. One is, shifting your residence, so that the
ri>prs 1°so sigl‘t of you ; the other is defying the law, and
Self ® a Prosecution. Of course you must decide for your-
0 = (2) Mr. Forder will always send a parcel of Freethinkers
sale or return. (3) Cassell’'s now English Dictionary
L 8,6d-) is agood one. (4) Herbert Spencer has an excellent

S* °n Education.

1 9',0°d, newsagent, Snow Hill and Market Hall, Wolver-
Lv'Pton, supplies the Freethinker, and L. N. Clifton, &

°R sal'Stleet’ bas a £°°d aS80rtment °l Freethought literature
~ANCj,'

Jett ‘STKR Friend.— Thanks for your very interesting

yOuer' Glad to hear our writings have been so helpful in

I"Rd Case' Your subscription is applied to the Yoelkel

W.t~ 0 n .—To hand. Will look it through by next week.
ract — Hr. Jayne’s “ No birch, no boy ; no cane, no dia-
li. }JRer> Ras already been dealt with in our columns,

lie LUGIr— Y ° regret to say that Mr. Forder is ill at present,
“an f been COI'fined to his house for several days. His
will bo glad to see him restored to honlth.
Pend, * {e arlide was reproduced by us in full. The Inde-
5. ToJ d PHpit office is at Waco, Texas.
@" nsend.— The letter is too old for comment now. The

I1R “ alters shall have attention,
lisod conrso human bones are capable of being fossi-
Harr'*9 'bo Fones of other animals.
ra Isi--1t is too large a subject to be disposed KI in &
Coliij aPn" .Head Free Will and Necessity, by Anthony
-CJlear SJiudi8hed at our office (Is.) It is admirable and
Mr ' _ou had better try for Mosheim second-hand.
“ vUe fy'7 Dr Yoelkel has gone to Zurich. Wo do not
subscriptions for the present, at least until
W t, Iear fHF{H%r fromi her Doctor.
Rped\\D.— i) Koat Hoowi io the wouderdul Mesier, or
RhOd1l 'u®Wiso Man, residing somowhero in Thibet, from
BlipOr ““ dame Blavatsky jirofessed to receive messages by
Ry €PRlal eonvRyigB, Vow sim is dead the world is

~Pressed ar n0 more °I Koot Hoomi. (2) We have already

R°f Itl0 °ni' opinion on the second question. (3) There is
n Z 5 e, Prostitution in London than in Paris, relatively to
VRS R'atiOn-

i rolcly, |EAUIVKI>— Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—

iiotim-,, — Menschenthum— Echo— Noues Froroligioses
JeRfel-k6b a" — Freidenker — The Liberator— Der Anno
£*8aroH]] c’'dar Thought — Boston Investigator— Western

\raths'e'p Ycrite Philosophique— Progressive Thinker—
~6éwspa, er— Flaming Sword—Loyal American— Reynolds’s
T'Modéﬂjﬁ'_ ~Kuekland Times and Herald— Bombay Gazette
~hat- [ laought— Rock— Castleford Gazette— Better Way

FanK§e %lchromcle—iOpen Court— Halifax Free Press—
“ eekly r?8 Guardian— Dundee Evening Telegraph—Atlantic
"~I>ai)v ."rstitution— Cambria Daily Leader— Two Worlds

= lelegraph.
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Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote’s audience at the London Hall of Science on
Sunday evening was larger than he expected in such splendid
weather. His reply to Bishop Jayne was very warmly
applauded. This evening (June 21) Mr. Foote lectures again
from the same platform, his subject being “ A New Life of
Christ.”  Pere Didon’s work is being loudly trumpeted by the
Catholic Church in France. It has gone rapidly through
several editions, and is supposed to have settled the hash of
Renan and all the sceptical school. Mr. Foote will give some
account of this work, and criticise the author’s position.

London Freethinkers who intend to join the river excursion
organised by the Secular Federation on July 12 should obtain
tickets without delay. The price for adults is Is. 6d., for
children Is. A special steamer is chartered, and ladies may
rely on finding what is called *“ select” company. The
steamer leaves London Bridge at 9, and calls at other stages.
All the details will be published next week. Tickets can be
had from the Secretary, Mr. Pownceby, 7 Finsbury-street,
E.C.; from Mr. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. ; or from
any Branch secretary.

One result of the recent course of Free Lectures at Strat-
ford is the opening of an outdoor lecture station under the
auspices of the West Ham Branch. Mr. Alison, 52 Chant-
street, has undertaken the secretarial work, and will be glad
to hear from local Secularists who can co-operate with him.

Next Sunday, June 28, the Battersea Branch holds its
quarterly meeting at 3. All members are requested to be
present. Tea will be provided at 5.30, tickets (sixpence
each)can be had at the hall, or at 32 Stanley-street, Queen’s-
road, Battersea. Soiree will start at 7. The Battersea
Secular Dramatic Club will give a performance during the
evening. o

The Summer Conference of the North Middlesex Secular
Federation will be held at the Star Coffee Rooms, High-
street, Wood Green, on June 21, at 7 p.m., to complete ar-
rangements for a two months’ mission in the neighborhood
of Southgate. Sunday rambles are to be organised, and lec-
tures or addresses given from place to place. Londoners will
find these outings very enjoyable as well as helpful to the
cause. Other important business will be transacted. All
local Freethinkers will be welcome.— Sam. Standbing, Sec.

Among all the obituary notices of the late James Beal, the
father of London municipal reform, only that in the Star
mentioned the fact of his being a Freethinker. Mr. Beal was
for years President of the National Sunday League, which
was started by Freethinkers. The Star says he was “ a
strong Freethinker, but not recently an aggressive one.” As
a matter of fact, Mr. Beal was not recently aggressive about
anything, in consequence of failing health.

Our “ sub.” has been writing to Joseph Symes at Melbourne,
and Joseph’s big heart is set dancing by this welcome letter
from the old country. He gives a few extracts from it in the
number of the Liberator now before us, and then exclaims,
“ What a pleasure it would be to go to England for a few
months to see my old friends, and gallop through the country
and revisit the spots where | did my best for Freethought
many years ago. But there is no trip for me for many years
yet ; and then, should | go, nobody would remember me.”

Don’tyou believe it, Joseph ; don't you believe it. Come
when you will, you will find you are remembered. A true
man never dies out of a friend’'s heart. And many who never
saw you in the flesh, Joseph, have read about you in the
Freethinker, and would welcome the hero of many a stiff
fight for the good old cause.

Mr. Symes sends a ten-page letter to Mr. Wheeler, which,
considering he is always up to his eyes in work, proves he is
not unmindful of old times. Alluding to his many struggles,
he says : “ You'd be surprised how cool | keep. | am sur-
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prised. Sleep splendid, appetite good, as light on my feet as
ever—at it every morning about seven. They told me |
should lose my energy before | had been here three years.
Have lost none of it yet.”

Mr. Symes desires to bo kindly remembered to all his old
friends, and to let them know he is happy in his work. He
says he should like to visit England again, but the work in
Australia “ requires some one to freeze to it and see it done,”
and there is no one to take his place. He is engaged on an
autobiography, not that he cares for posthumous fame, but
his life having been one of continuous struggle, be thinks it
has a few incidents that might be useful to struggling
humanity.

Fund for assisting Dr. Voelkel.—X, £5 ; Mr. and Mrs.
A. Thomas, £1; Manchester Friend, 5s. ; A. Hindley, Is.;
W. Mutnby, 11s.

Dr. Voelkel has made tracks for Zurich, taking four of his
.rrive children with him. His sentence of twelve months’
imprisonment was made absolute, and the other prosecutions
that were pending promised several further doses of Christian
charity. Dr. Voelkel did not see the necessity of spending
some years in a Christian prison, so he put himself beyond
the reach of his enemies. His wife remains in Germany for
the present, and the paper will be issued as before. Dr.
Voelkel appears to be in great financial straits, and the
remittance we are sending him will bo very welcome.

The Huddersfield Branch bad a very successful annual
picnic on Sunday. Addresses were given by Mr. S. Akroyd,
who referred to the steady growth of the past twelve months,
and Mr. H. Smith, who dealt with the necessity of a more
rational Sunday. After tea there was dancing on the green

sward under a splendid sky, and the day ended happily for
all.

The Bev. E. Gough, a Congregationalist minister at Nelson
in Lancashire, maintains that all the Bible is allegorical, and
that no such man as Jesus ever existed. This view is replied
to by “ Anti-Mysticus ” in tho Nelson, Chronicle. Directly
after this writer's letter is a long, vigorous one by *“ Free-
thinker ” on Christianity and Secularism. Such correspon-
dence in ordinary papers is of great service to our causo.

The revival of persecution in Sweden by no means intimi-
dates our friends of Fritanlcaren. The last number contains
an article on “ The Death of Jehovah ” by Victor Lennstrand,
who is now in good health and working vigorously as ever.

Dr. Walter C. Smith, the editor of Good Words, has
recently returned from a visit to Italy. Ho says ho found
but a mere sprinkling of people in the churches, and the
prevailing tone in regard to religion is one of indifference.

In deferenco to a public petition with thirty thousand
signatures, the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art has
been opened to the public on Sunday afternoons. There
were over eleven thousand visitors on tho first open Sunday.

Mr. W. M. Salter, a leading light of the American Ethical
Culturists, has put out a new book on Ethical Reliyion. He
contends that religion adds nothing to ethics but superstition,
and that the social ideal is the goal of all institutions.

The great prize of the French Academy, twenty thousand
francs, has been awarded to M. Elisée Beclus for his
Nouvelle Geographic Universelle. M. Eeclus is generally
known as an An' chist who was prominent in the Commune,
but he is in addition a pronounced Freethinker.

Wo are glad to hear that tho recent Conference has done
good to tho Frecthought causo in Birmingham. The Branch
is increasing its members’s list, and tho prospect is every way
encouraging.

Modern Thought, of Bombay, mentions that it is proposed
to print there an edition of Paine’s Age of Reason for pur-
poses of propaganda.

On tho heresy-hunt of Dr. Briggs by the American Presby-
terians, Col. Ingersoll says: “ Heresy is roligious growth.
Religion is liko a palm-troe—grow3 at the top. Tho dead
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leaves are all orthodox, while the new ones and the buds are
all heretics. The pews are becoming civilised, and the pulpit
must keep up with the procession—the Church must advance
or die. Dr. Briggs ha3 taken one short step in advance, and
before long will take another. The Presbyterian creed is
dying, and others will be made. Calvinism is barbarism.
On every hand are the signs of the decay of orthodoxy. The
evangelical churches are denying that they ever believed in
hell. Dr. Parkhurst's address reminds me of the reports of
my own lectures.”

Although the ideas of God and of immortality usually go
together, they are, as Bishop Butler said, by no means
inseparable.  Several persons, chiefly among believers in
spiritism, have been atheists though believers in immortality-
Hudson Tuttle holds this view and in England it has been
advocated by Mr. St. George Stock. In the Progressive
Thinker of Chicago, Mr. E. Palmer argues that the doctrine
of immortality is atheistic. He says, If there is a first cause,
a supreme intelligence, my existence is tho result of ‘creation,
and my more existence is a dependent one ; therefore | have
no guarantee ivhatever of an existence beyond tbo condition5
of my production. On the other hand, if there is no Gob
supremo intelligence or first cause, |1 am not a created being,
but self-existent; therefore, so far as mere existence is non"
cerned, | am absolutely independent; my annihilation B
impossible, my immortality is absolutely guaranteed. 1
treat tho conditions of spirit life precisely as | do the con*
ditions of this life, as facts that utterly disprove the existent
of a God.”

Wo presume it is Miss lva C. Craddock, the corresponding
secretary of the American Secular Union, who sends us th
prospectus of that Union. While we entirely approve ofl
programme, it strikes us as being likely to lose in effectively
by its air of readiness to include everybody, whether SpiryB
or Materialist, Unitarian or Atheist, Christian or non-Ckristb*®'
The prospectus includes an advocacy of tho pansy as a
of Freethought. But as that flower i3 worn by all
sundry in season, it would fail in the only purpose for wb'c
a badge can bo supposed to bo wanted, tho recognition
fellow Freethinkers.

“ Tho Freethinker, of London, as wo have often stated,oU?IJl.t
to have a largo circulation in this country. If the reader
unacquainted with the paper, we advise him or her to s
ten cents to ‘G. W. Foote, 28 Stonecutter-street, Lo ,ijf
E.C., Eng.,’ for two or threo sample copies. Tho Freethto
is one of tho boldest, bravest, and most iconoclastic [r i
thought journals published. There is nota dull or unp®in
item or article in its pages.”— Freethinkers' Magazine.

THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS.

In one of tho theological sominaries, tho following
list of subjects for thesis writing has been passed round- *
“ Had Elijah foreseen the manner of his taking away
earth should ho have taken out a firo or a life policy = " oril
“ If the receiver is as bad as the thief what was the ~
aspect of tho prophet’s subsisting in the desert upou ~
and meat which tho ravens had in all probability stolen ¢ j
“ Would it have been a mark of a want of feeling

touching proof of affection had Lot utilised his wife a " jjis
transformation into a pillar of salt for tho seasoning-
1°°d ? digest'al

“ Since food is less than three days in process ot
Jonah must have become part of tho whale duri®b ~ct
incarceration in tho stomach of that animal. Did
freo him from moral responsibility?” n

The questions are not pre-eminently witty, butt j jot
how the mind of tho theologue doports itself. Bovc
the old fables is departing.

WHERE IS THE GOVERNOR OF THB

I look out of myself into tho world of men, rr]ESS' b. Gi
see a sight whieh fills mo with unspeakable dis Ni
world scorns simply to givo tho lio to that gr‘gla"l} tla"@,:ﬁ
whiish My whele being is so full; and tho effect up0  jf*

in consequence, as a matter of necessity, as confusing . jjo*®
domed that I am in cxistonco myself. If | lookOL {t?
mirror, and did not soo my faco, I should havo the ~ jjji’
joglmg which actually comes upon mo, whon | look 1,1,0iv
hvmg busy world, and soo no reflexion of its ~r0
Cardinal Newman.
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OMNISCIENCE AND JUSTICE.

Is God both omniscient and just ? Tko3e Christians who
that they would have believed that Jonah had swallowed
he “ great fish” if the Bible had so stated, will doubtless
hink it tho height of absurdity to doubt that God is so. But
he Bible unmistakably shows that ho isnot. An “ Almighty
Oc* ' must necessarily havo tho three essential attributes of
P*nnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience ; and as “ God
Blove ” it is also essential that he should be just. By omni-
&ence | mean knowledge of all things— past, present, and
“tore. Justice does not require defining.
m‘ﬁq_hﬁn “in the beginning God created the heaven and the
j In> and “ saw everything that he had made,” he declared
‘Wes very good. Yet he soon found Adam and Eve guilty
an offence which, in his judgment, merited death on the
its being committed. For some reason, best known to
aaself, his threat was not carried out, and Adam received
j.stead curses which were sufficient for him, although he
nine hundred and thirty years; and which, after being
aerited by every one of his descendants up to the present

(nearly sis thousand years) are still In as good working

rJEr as ever.
tt cannot be said that God knew that Adam was imperfect
mwould g;n when he declared that the creation was very
3 unless his veracity be doubted, any moro than it can be
tini be was iudt in punishing Adam if he knew at tho
int made that he had not given him sufficient
j “igence to obey his maker, and thus save himself and his
pendants from destruction.

"nowise, if God is omniscient, ho must have known before
fail Creae(i mankind that they would turn out total moral
4QkeS and therefore must be held unjust and cruel to
iats nad (with the exception of Noah and his family) like
and 11 deluge because they turned out just as ho expected,

@ the result of his own bad workmanship,
for ulbll God sent Moses to Pharaoh to try to get permission
Rart "IGYE N JHave EGVpt, 'E¥ i@fded to harden Pharaoh’s
the t* S ~»at be would not let them go. Each time one of
to le™n,'frafues fiad caused such havoc and Pharaoh wanted
attjj 'em go, God continually hardened his heart. Truly
he , iudt plague Pharaoh’s heart softened for a while, but
'Mck]°n cban8ed W3 rufnd when the Jews had gone, and
grd0 y Pursued them, and in so doing received tho coup clc
ca»- . I0fu God when he had got to the Red Sea. There
hefO®, be the slightest doubt in this case that God knew

s tlj what Pharaoh would do, or rather could not do,
A» »3 80 dear on this point,
tifido, Ib’ '1 knew that Christ’'s mission would bo—as it

sithi 1 te(lly has been—a thorough failure, he must be an
Hit A i (Jetuon to eternally damn the unsaved majority for
iestin fPAno Christ, who has been rejected through the pre-

eo !°n °f Jehovah. For predestination is the outcome
UHJ @ UIvalent of omniscience. To say to mankind, “ Believe
fjeijf, ~Sived, or believe not and be damned eternally,” when
*ou(d tniscient, God must have known that the majority
A &ineg®i and could not do so through being already pre-
SWs )y Puts Satan completely in the shade, and
Much a < 10Ve of God” to be exactly tho same as that
Mil ~a wild beast has to its prey when it is worrying it. It
"¢t Seen that when God is omniscient he is grossly

nta K Tmg tho above facts into consideration, without
@ng pﬁf@ others innumerable, and after having weighed the
the Bible in the balance of Reason and found him
Petsb?’ We can but look upon him as a being who is the
TnullCation °1 imperfection and cruelty !
fop. nothing is more harmful to the Christian cause than
of vi®» to read tho llolu Bible for themselves by the light

eir reason. Scepticus.

Psghl, b°°h °f gopd uewhj under youi intarpeetation, tells
:tlos8 ,, °nly that they may go and be damned, but that
“feses by are iocky they must Mevitably. Agaih, ft
‘deppother set of inquirers that, if once they have been
1 p6la a they feel to be the influence of grace, they never
N oa All must go well who have once gone well ;
'tased. 1,6 °nce written in the list of favorites can never be
@lgv, i, u>'f all who have once gone right can never gg
J WH%B@?@ it that so targe 3 partof the angels fell

* 5§ ? their allegiance? They were purer and wiser than
V ; and had the advantage of seeing God face to face,
ist the» a tbe unlnisters of his power ; they knew its extent :

y defied it.~ Walter Savage Landor.
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PREPARE FOR MIRACLES.

The holy coat (cler heilige Hock'), the only garment of Jesus
Christ, will be exhibited at Treves for six weeks towards the
end of August. It has not been shown since the year 1844.
Although a child, I remember seeing this shabby brown jersey
under the guidance of my tutor. We were greatly amused
at the kneeling mob, who, without a tittle of proof as to the
identity of the article, worshipped it, and liberally fee’'d the
exhibitors. What a state this old garment must have been
in at the death of Jesus can only be understood by those
who, like myself, have travelled in Africa. A woollen
garment, worn a month in the tropics, becoming daily satu-
rated with perspiration, gives off a most unpleasant smell.
Anyone wearing it above a year, like Jesus, would be con-
sidered a dirty fellow, and simply— unapproachable.

“ Then the people spat in Jesus’'s face, and buffeted him ;
others smote him with the palms of their hands” (Matthew
xxvi. , G7). After such rough usage of the wearer, his coat
underwent considerable deterioration, since many— eager to
spit— missing the face, must have decorated the garment,
which would come under the description of “ old clo’, dirty
and damaged.” Let us hope that the Roman soldiers handled
it with a pitchfork (furca) on casting lots for the distribution
of the scanty wardrobe, which, after the “ scourging process,”
must have been in an abominably filthy condition (Matthew
xxvii, , 30— 31). To exhibit such a nasty thing shows bad
taste, to say the least of it. Cut bono ?

Chas. lveoll Lapoete.

THE GOD'S GOLDEN SHOE.

Riickert," in his “ Brahminical Tales,” gives a good illustra-
tion of the cunning of the priesthood :—

In Mahadura'’s temple lies a golden shoe,

Three ells in length. Dost ask, “ Who has fit feet thereto ?”
My son, the god of hunting, who these woods doth tread,
Which so impenetrably o’er this land are spread.

So rough and thorny is the way that not a god

Could hunt in those preserves unless he were thus shod.
Each twelvemonth a new pair are placed that altar near,
Because the god wears out his old ones in a year.

PUBLIC USE OF CHURCHES.

The late Professor J. E. Thorold Rogers, in his lectures on
“ The Economic Interpretation of History,” says : “ The idea
that a church was a sacred place, in which, after divine
service was over, no business was to be transacted, is not
older than, the movement which Laud instigated. In Oxford,
St. Mary’s Church was, till the time of that prelate, tho
convocation house of the university, in which academical
meetings were held, decrees conferred, lectures given, dis-
putations carried on, and, indeed, all tho secular business of
tho university transacted.”

Superstition— A tendency to superstition is of the very
essence of humanity; and, when we think we have completely
extinguished it, we shall find it retreating into the strangest
nooks and corners, that it may issue out thence on the first
occasion it can do so with safety.— Goethe.

The Soul.— Reasoning from the common course of nature,
and without supposing any new interposition of the Supreme
Cause, which ought always to be excluded from philosophy,
what is incorruptible must also bo ingenerable. The soul,
therefore, if immortal, existed before our birth. And if tho
former existence noways concerned us, neither will the latter.
— David Hume, “ O f the Immortality of the Soul.”

“ A1l Things aee Possible with Bug!”— When an ortho-
dox Theist gets into an intellectual corner, from defending
some of his theories, he frequently seeks refuge in the phrase.
“ All things are possible with God.”  This move is a virtual
admission of defeat, since it involves a retreat, the retiring
contestant putting himself and his forces discreetly beyond
the reach of the enemy in a region not accessible to human
research. Few will care to carry the campaign into his
wilderness, and he himself would hardly dare to enter if he
fully realised the importance of intellectual honesty. If the
worshipper of a tropical beetle were to turn upon his mission-
ary opponents with one of their own weapons, and quietly
assure them that “ all things are possible with Bug,” he
would be proof against a regiment of Theists.— J. M. Latia.
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TEE EOW AT BETHLEHEM.

The following particulars of the recent row at Bethlehem are
given by the Dai/tj News: “ On either side of the sacred
manger stands a Christian church, the larger one belonging
to the Greek Orthodox community, and the other to the
Catholic Franciscans. From both churches side-doors lead
to the manger in the centre. Following a custom which has
existed for many generations, the Greek Orthodox Church
celebrates the liturgy every Saturday at the manger, as it is
generally on that day that the greatest number of Christian
pilgrims arrive in Bethlehem. On the 23rd ult. the number
of Christians was particularly large, and the Greek Arch-
bishop at Tabor undertook to celebrate the liturgy. After it
was over most of the worshippers went into the Orthodox
Church to partake of the sacrament. The Archbishop, how-
ever, first stayed at the manger to bless the host, being
assisted by the Deacon Dionysios and a monk. On the other
side of the manger ten Franciscan monks had taken up their
position, and during the ceremony had behaved in such a
manner as greatly to vex the Orthodox worshippers. As the
Archbishop was about to return to the church, the deacon
carrying the host, in walking round the manger, placed his
foot on ground which the Franciscans consider as belonging
to them. One of them sprang at the deacon, and struck him
on the head with a stick which he carried under his mantle,
so that the Greek reeled backwards. The Archbishop imme-
diately advanced, and, holding the cross before the Franciscans,
sought to protect the deacon with his own body ; but sticks
were even raised against him. The Franciscans beat the
deacons who hurried up to protect the prelate unmercifully,
and then withdrew. The three Greeks who were wounded
were sent at once to Jerusalem, to the Orthodox hospital of
the Holy Sepulchre. Upon the request of the Chief of
Police, who was at once sent to Bethlehem, the Turkish
Governor sent thither a company of soldiers. Half of them
took up their position at the manger, and so divided the
Greeks from the Catholics, while the rest patrolled the Chris-
tian quarters.” Such, is the “ peace on earth ” when Chris-
tianity has a free field. Without the “ unspeakable Turk”
the Christian factions in Palestine would beat the Kilkenny
cats.

LINES WEITTEN IN A PEW.
Could old King David but for once
To All Saints’ Church repair,
And hear his Psalms thus warbled out,
Good Lord! how he would stare.

[Added Ly another hand.]

Or could St. Paul but just drop in,
From higher scenes abstracted,
And hear his Gospel thus explained,
By heavens ! he'd go distracted.
[By a thirdpencil.]

If Jesus Christ should come again,
And heard this parson's story,
And saw his striking attitudes,
He’'d hurry back to glory.

PROFANE JOKES,

“ 1 liked your sermon so much to-day,” said an old lady to

the clergyman. “ Indeed,” said he, evidently pleased.
“ Yes,” she went on, “ it reminded me of one | read when |
was a girl.”

“ She has given up Spiritualism since she married Farrer!”
“ Because he o' ~cted to it | suppose ?” “ Yes; for when-
ever she went to table-rapping Farrer began getting messages
from his first wife.”

Wife : “ Do you suppose the Creator made woman last on
the principle the best comes last?” Husband: “ Of course
not. He did it because he didn't want everything talked
about and pulled to pieces and made over.”

“ This morning,” writes a Sunday-school teacher, “ | gave
the children a little talk about their souls. When | had
done, | thought | would ask them a few questions to see if

they understood what | had told them. So I began: * What
did God give us besides our bodies ?’  Perhaps you can

imagine what my emotions were when they instantly re-
sponded, 1lLaigs !'”
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marleed “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card/)
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station):
Mr. F. Haslam, “ English Freethinkers of the Eighteenth Cen-

tury.” Monday, at 8, social gathering. Wednesday, at 8, dramatic
class. Thursday, at 8, committee meeting.  Subscriptions
now due.

Camberwell—61 New Church Eoad, S.E.: 7.30, Mr. A. B. Moss,
“ Is the Bible a Safe Guide ?”

Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C.: 7.30, Mr. G. W. Foote,
“ A New Life of Christ.”

Not.ting Hill Gate—" D keof York,” Kensington Place : Thurs-
day, at 8, adjourned general meeting-

West Hate—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow :
Snell, “ Does the Bible Bear the Stamp of God ?”
open debate.

Wood Green—" Star ” Coffee House, High Street: 7, Summer
Conference of North Middlesex Secular Federation.

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

Battersea Park .Gates: 11.15, Mr. F. Haslam, “ The Fall 0
Man and the Atonement.” r
Bethnal Green (opposite St,.*John’s Church): 11.15, M-

Marshall, “ God and Mammon.” *

Camberwell—Station Road: 11.30, Mr. G. Standring, “ Scienc >
the True Savior.”

Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Design in Natme-
A special meeting of members after the lecture.

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 1130, Mr. W. NorriS’
“ The Teachings of Christ Immoral”; 3.30, Mr. H. Snell, “ "ot
the Bible Bear the Stamp of God ?”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side):
* Christian Evidence.”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, Mr. W. Heaford, “ cm
tianity and Secularism Compared.” 0

Kilburn—Salisbury Road (close to Queen’s Park Station): '
Mr. W. J. Ramsey, “ The Creation.” e

Kingsland Green: 11.30, Mr. J. B. Coppock, F.C.S., “ The A-
of the Earth.” Collection in aid of London Secular Feder»l
Fund. js

Lambeth (corner of Belvedere Road, opposite St. Thom
Hospital), Westminster Bridge: 6.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ CBr
God, Man, or Myth ?” j

Leyton (open space jnear Vicarage Road, High Road):

Mr. E. S., «Secularism.”

Midland Arches (corner of Battle Bridge Road):
H. Hooper, “ Christian Theism Examined.”

Mile End Waste : 11.30, Mr. W. J. Ramsey, “ God's Pets.’

7, Mr.b-
Thursday, at »

6.30, Mr. C. Durrlvli'

er
1130,

North Finchley (opposite “ The Swan”): 1130, Mr.
Standring, “ Why we are Secularists.” T _did
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, Mr. A. B. Moss, “ The Jesus ho
Up to Date.” TT,il(ori>

Regents Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3.30, Mr. W.
* Without God in theWorld.” jifl
Tottenham (corner of West Green Road): 3.30, Mr-

Standring, “ The National Secular Society.” j re
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.30, Mr. Vyning, an|I|-
tliought lecture; 3.15, Mr. C. Cohen, “ Christianity and L

sation—IV.” jir
West Ham — Plaistow Green (near the Station):

C. Cohen, « Christianity and Civilisation.” n Iverb
Wood Green — Jolly Butcher’'s Hill: 11.30, Mr. E-

“ History of the New Testament Canon.”

COUNTRY. gtreet:

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge

7, Mr. A. Phelps, “ Vaccination and Freedom of Opinion. iQ
Heckmondwike — At Mr. John Rothera’s, Bottom3°

a business meeting.
Hetton-le-l1lole—Committee Room, Miner's Hall: 6, in 1

business meeting. dpid
Liverpool—Camden nail, Camden Street: 7, Mr. Do«2>

Frauds.” nef

Manchester N. S. 8., Secular Hall, Rusholme Ro»*>
Road, All Saints’: 6.30, Mr. Parke, “ The Lieand V1

Charles Dickens” (W|t|| select ons). cnut'joe
Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, »

7, Mr. Welch, an a 'dress. , fivl
Rochdale—Se ular Hall, 6.30, M* .

Smith, “ Body and Mind.” JA&G1L
Sheffield Branch N. S. S., Excursion to Sliireoaks; m

Victoria Station, train starts 2.20. Return fare, Is. 3d- gtt6
South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, Rt a

7, business meeting. plim*
Spennymoor—Victoria Hall, Dundas Street: 6, 3D, = B

a reading. , Jfr
Sunderland — Albert Rooms, Coronation Street: >

Weightman, “ The Design Argument.”

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

Hull-Corpora! ion Field- 2.30, a discussion.

Milkstone Road :

/ﬂlt* N

should attend, as it is intended to break new ground. N x>
Manchester—At the corner of Denmark Road and O
3, Mr. Parke, “ Bible Miracles.” , omitll

Rochdale—Town Hall Square: 245, Mr. Harry
operation, the most Practical Socialism.”

LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.AM
Staneev Jones, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, ' QteelU
morning, Plaistow Green; 10, morning, Kingsla
morning, Battersea.
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Artiiuk 1). Moss, 44 Credon Hoad, Dot,herhithe, London, S.E.
“-June 21, morning Westminster; evening, Camberwell; 28,
Corning, Olerkenwell; afternoon, Finsbury Park. July 5, morning,
C'erkenwell; afternoon, Victoria Park; 12, morning, Woolwich;

morning, Westminster.

e. J. Hunt, 48 Fordingley Road, St. Peter's Park, London, W.—
une 21, morning, Clerkenwell; evening, Lambeth; 28, morning,
hyde Park; evening, Hammersmith. July 5, morning, ICingsland
breen; afternoon,Regent’'s Park; 12, morning, Pimlico; evening,
auburn; is, morning, Clerkenwell; evening, Lambeth; 26,
'pining, Hyde Park; evening, Hammersmith. Aug. 2, morning,
'ngsland Ureen ; afternoon, Regent's Park; 9,morning, Pimlico;
veiling, Kilburn; 10, morning, Clerkenwell; evening, Lambeth ;

»morning, Hyde Park; evening, Hammersmith; 30,Merning,
aniberwell; evening, Lambeth.

PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.'S LIST.

G. W. FOOTE.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS .. 0 2
A Reply to Nr. Gladstone.
tHe shadow OF THE SWORD .. 0 2
r, A moral and statistical Essay on War.
reyal pauUpers .. 0 2
Showing what Royalty does for the People, and what
the People do for Royalty.
MHS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY .. 0 2

-fr, A Candid Criticism.
‘«.EOSOPHY AND SECULARISM.. 0 2
*o, A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant.
NEW CAGLIOSTRO
An Op >n Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
rAT WAS CHRIST ? it 0 2
Tbrt.A Heply to J. S. Mill.

wE HYING ATHEIST. A Story .o 0 ]
"AS JESUS INSANE ?. 0 1

A searching inquiry into the mental condition of the

Ltp *101 ket of Nazareth.

peters to jesus christ 0 4
HiLOSOPIIY OF SECULARISM 0o 3
hible GOD ... 0 2
BOLLY of prayer 0 2
LE HEROES—First Series, in elegant wrapper ... 1 0

“ Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,

0) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s

brethren, (7) Holy Moses 1., (8) lloly Moses I1., (9)

Jarson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephthahand
N Mo.. (12) Professor Samson.  One Penny each singly.

HE RO ES—Second Series, in elegant wrpper ... 1 0
| 9 Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint David 1
9\/ Saint David I1., (17) Sultan Solomon (18) Poor
(19) Hairy Elljah (20) Bald Elisha, (21) General
y'1”. (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The Prophets; Isaiah,
<<erem|a|] Ezekiel, llosea; (24) St. Peter, (25) St. Paul.

EMPGSIBILE CREED

, An Opm Letter to the Bishop of Peterborough on
Qjj/\ie Sérinon on the Mount.

NITY. AND SECULARISM 10
lour Nights’ Public Debate with the Rev. Dr. James

McCann. In paper covers.
I"hperior edition, in cloth 1t
‘HPIDEL death-beds 0o 8

,» Second edition, enlarged,
j. superior edition, in cloth 1
"“Bence of freeSPEEL'H
dree ours’ Address to the Jury before Lord Cole.
*uge. With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.

G W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N

IBLT Handbook for fK &etiminkers
SuND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS 1 4
P®ri°r edition, in cloth
jj.. "'asoin separate parts as follows—
r,? Contradictions

le Contiradidtiots are printed in parallel columns.
e Absurdities 0

i)
Allthe chief Absurdities from Genesis .0 “ ‘latt’

conveniently and strikingly arranged, with app 1

h%%ltlerb%(g? 81\\7[9!8 the point of each absmdity m

w

o
IN

iii

IN

ke Atrocities 0 4

ft"ootainin - )| the godly wickedness from Genesis to

easve'iiot- Bach infamy has a separate headline for
4 reference.

.Irhniorallties, Indecencies, Obscenities,
ken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies 0

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.
IItoi °F CHRISTIANITY. Vol. 1. Cloth ... 2 &6
NO re(l of exact, References to Standard Authorities,

final ,!'ns sl)ared to make it a complete, trustworthy,
>u lauswerable Indictment of Christianity.

COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL.
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nil>lete Edition published in England

IN

~Kl

~N S’

The Freethinker.

DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT .. ' 0 ®

Five Hours' Speech at the Trial of C. B. Reynolds
for Blasphemy.

REPLY TO GLADSTONE i 0 4
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
ROME OR REASON ? Reply to Cardinal Manning 0 4
FAITH AND FACT. Replyto Rev. Dr. Field 0 2
GOD AND MAN. Second Reply to Dr. Field............. 0 2
THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION 0 3
A Discussion with Hon. F. D. Courdert and Gov. S. L.
Woodford.
ART AND MORALITY 0 2
DO | BLASPHEME? .., 0 2
THE CLERGY AND COMMON SENSE 0
THE GREAT MISTAKE .o 0 I
LIVE TOPICS .o, 01
MYTH AND MIRACLE.. 0 i
REAL BLASPHEMY 01
SOCIAL SALVATION 09
THE DYING CREED 0 2
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH 0 2

<A New and Greatly Enlarged Edition of

BIBLE ROMANCES
By C. W. FOOTE.
1. The Creation Story (2d.) 8. The Wandering Jews (1d).
2. Eve and the Apple (1d). 9. Baalam’s Ass (1d.)
3. Cain and Abel (1d.) 10. God in a Box (1d.)
4. Noah’s Flood (2d.) 11. Jonah and the Whale (1d)
5. Tower of Babel (1d.) 12. Bible Animals (1d.)
C. Lot'sWife (Id.) 13. A Vigin Mother (2d.)
7.

The Ten Plagues (1d.) . The Resurrection (2d.)

LOVE THE REDEEMER

Wi ith reference to Count Tolstoi's “ Kreutzer Sonata,”
and bis views on Christianity, Love, the Family,
and Civilisation.

By R. G. INGERSOLL.

Price Twopence. Price Twopence.

Price Id. Price 1d.
A LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS.

THE BEV. HUGH PRICE HUGHES'S-

CONVERTED ATHEIST

By G. W, Foote.

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire to seo this
pious fraud exposed as widely as possible.

SALVATION SYRIPr

OR,
LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND.
A Reply to GENERAL BOOTH

By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
For distribution—One Dozen Is. Gd., postage 3d.

CENTENARY EDITION

THE RIGHTS OF MAN

Bv THOMAS PAINE.
With aPolitical Biography by J. M. Wiif.elf.h.
Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, 2s.

Biographical dictionary
FREETHINKERS

ALL AGES AND NATIONS.
By J. M. WHEELER.
Price 7/6 Handsomely bound in cloth. Price 7/6
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The Freethinker.

NOW READY.

THE CRUCIFIXION

JOHN'S NIGHTI\/IARE

BEING NOS. XV. AND XVI.

PAGAN

AND

By G. W. FOOTE.

[June 21, 1891.

1D
1D

“ BIBLE ROMANCES.”

MYTHOLOGY

OR THE WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS.

Price One Shilling.

BY

LORD BACON.

Price One Shilling.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.O.

NOW READY.

THE RESURRECTION.

NO.

Price Twopence.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz , post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directs
anvelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.L
Dr. T. R. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish Place Manchester Square London,W
0/ the Author, for Postal Orderfor U 2d.

It contains Artlcles on: Management of Infancy;
Health ; Longevity; The Teeth ; Brown Bread; Bread
Maklng Food; getarlanlsm Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing:
Light,; Holldays <. Also the cause and cure of
Disease; Constlpatlon Biliousness; Eczema < Black-
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Ooughs ana Colds;
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, <fc

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol Il
Ofthe Author, for Postal Order for ls 2d
Containing Articles on; The Healing Power cf
"Nature; Clothing; Electrlmty in Disease; Apparent
Health - Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness ; Want of Energy, Ac.; Health Hints for Workers,
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of
Slmplo Fevei, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Rlngworm Hypochondrla Bloodlessness, Di-
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, Ac.

MEDICAL ESSAYS- Vol lll.
Postfreefrom the Authorfor postal order for Is. 2d
It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air,
and How to Get It; The Management of Young
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast-
ing; Perfect Foods; Green Foods; Suppers; Un.
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration;
Sea Bathing, &. HOW—to Eat Properly to Eat
"»«it; to Judge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe
PropGrIy, to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; | Live: to
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory and to
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and
Cure of the following Diseases: Stomach Troubles,
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens, Hay
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis-
eases Produced bé taklng Mercury.
House is Complete W|thout ‘these Works.
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which
Volume ~ j require.

©*, THE JNLY rational wa
DISEASE.
Everybody likes it who reads It.
Of the Author, for Postal.order for If. 1d.

m;, HEUMATISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE
Post free seven stamps.
PAMPHLEtS FOR YOUNG MEN.
Postfret 13 stamps.

STANTON, the People*» Dentl»t, 335 JStrand (oppo-
site Somerset House).—TEETH ou VULCANII E,
3». 6d. eacn, upper or lower set, £1. Best (}ualitg, 4s
each, upper or lower, £2, completed In four bom*
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pa_?_/ more than the above they are fancy
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18c:
%old U».; «topping, 2a QJ jxtractlen, la.  painiosi
Yy gao, £,

being

XIlv. OF

By G. W. FOOTE.

SATIRES
AND PROFANITIES

By JAMES THOMSON (B.V.)
Author of -+ The City of Dreadful Night."

New Edition.

Contents— The Story of a Famous Old
Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son & Co)— The
Devil in the Church of England— Religion
in the Rocky Mountains— Christmas Eve
in the Upper Circles— A Commission of
Inquiry on Royalty— A Bible Lesson on
Monarchy— The One Thing Needful— The
Athanasian Creed.

PRICE ONE SHILLING.

“ It cannot be neglected by any who are
interested in one of the most pathetic per.
sonages of our time."— Academy.

« As clever as they are often profane.”—
Christian World.

“Well worth preserving.”—Weekly Dis-
patch.

“ Reminds one of the genius of Swift,”—
Oldham Chronicle.

PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLETS.

Price Id. each, by post I£d.; the thirteen post free
for Is 4d

Agnosticism and Immortality. By Samuel Laing.
Humanity and Dogm i. By Amos Waters.
What Ithe Old Testament” Says About Itself. By
The OIId Testament Unhistoric and Unscientific. By
Julian.
The Four Gospels. By Julian.
The Subject of the Four Gospels
The Nob{e Path. By F. J. Gould.
Miracles Weighed in the Balance.
Our Brother Christ. By F. J. Gonld.
The Immortal Bible. By F. J. Gould.
Agnosticism Writ Plain. By F. J. Gould.
Why | Am a Freethinker. By Agnosco.
Darwinism and Religious Thought. By Frederick
Millar.
Special Terms to Societies.

London: Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s Court,
Fleet Street, E.C.

PI? ﬁU “ THE MALTHUSIAN HERALD.”

Contains a Report of the Discussion
between Dr. Allinson and Mr. a.F. Hills on Sexual
Morality (lllustrated)—An Article on the Great Social
Problem (the only practical solution)—Hints and
Suggestions to the Unmarried—Hints and Sugges-
tions to the Married—List of reliable Specialities, etc.
One Penny, of Newsagents everywhere. Publisher: R.
Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London. E.C. Spe-

cimen copy, Id., from F. K. May, Uarlesden Grove,
London, N.W.

By Julian.
By F. J. Gould.

EDUCATION.—Board and Private
L Teaching to yonng Enﬁ(llshmen visiting Zurich.
For terms, address Dr- Voelkel,l.> Uniyersiutstrasse,

Zurich.

“BIBLE ROMANCES.”

Price Twopence.

TO MARRIED PEOPLE,
AN illustrated List of Malthusian Speaalmes

be forwarded per return of post on receipt
onednenny stamp. Davies, Chemist, 101 Park La '
Leeds

wW. J Rendells
“WIFE'S FRIEND.” | <

Recommended in " Law of Populatlon p. 32
* Wife's Handbook,” p. 5.

Made Solely by J. PULLEN 15 Ch*a—

well Street, Clerkenwell, i)
2s. doz.. post free (reductlon in larger quantas
For particulars send stamped envelope. HiggJn gj.,
Syringe, with vertical and reverse current,

4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrevs Powder, Is*.ao
Qumme Compound, Is. 2d. All other Malthen
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of roR &

tion” and “ Wife’s Handbook,” 7$d. each, P?&y\dl
—W. J. Rendell (J. Pullen, successor), 15 Cba
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

rpHE STRIKE OF A SEX: or, Woman on

| Against the Male Sex for Better Conditld ~

Life (a Novel) should be read bK every adult* ~og
:most advanced book ever published. Sent Pos s,
;on receipt of eight penny stamps by W. H.

| Publisher, New Cross, London, S.E.

POPULATION LIMITATION.—Practical ""7if-
tions. Allbutt, Besant, Owen, Knowlto »:g
each; lists Id.; all post free. Flshkr Koburg/~n-»

I tenfll
rpO FREETHINKERS, Ladies and "

-} requiring Superior Cut Gaiments at
rices. First-class _Style and Fit ® °arareebY
Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Groat Castle 8 nbj
Three doors from Begent Street. [Patron
leading Fresthinkers ]
mJDLACKPOOL.—Apartments, with or withouttalm%

Good cooking and cleanliness guaranty
view. Mrs. Butterfield, 23 Bank Street.

BLACKPOOL—Apartments for visitor«- ¢ reet
home comfort. 2 Edward Street, d/\% jetor*
Luko Beaumont (late of Milnsbridge), Pr°

Freethinkers should read T-hi1. .vj
Last Trial for Athe'S
in England.

A Fragment of Autobiograp V
By GEORGE JACOB HOLYOA* ~
Fifth edition (1878) published at s

post free 9d.

A jew copies of ctS1
Reasoning from f*
A Method of Every-day Log <
By G. J. HOLYOAKE.
Published (1877) at Is. 6d. ; PO3t

L ondon : gt.,
Geo. Standking, 7 and 9Finsburyj~r”

g

Printed and Published by G. V f-ji q.
28 Stonecutter-street, Louaoni



