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the pope on the labor qgquestion.

Tor some time it has been known that tbe Holy

‘ather, as the Catholics call him, was approaching
spiritual confinement. He has successfully passed
rough the labors of parturition, and the result is
pJ Encyclical Letter on tbe Condition of Labor. Mr.
~ecci, PQp0 0f Home, Servant of the Servants of
to f ax® Nead Catholic firm of priests, uses
"0 Eatin tongue for his deliverances ; for the God of
N Catholic Church has not yet learnt to address his
~nippers in their native tongues. But his mes-
'ndpInUSt translated in these democratic days,
En ivV~dinal Manning renders the Pope’s letter into
u gush for the beneGt of all who prefer Rome to

ieason.
o OVer did a mountainous labor bring forth such a
inff OtnPEble mouse. Strip the Pope’s letter of its
Soes m re~uce N to naked substance, and what
idea ~ amount to ? It contains not a single fresh
difrl Among thousands of words there is not a new
ogestion. Communism is denounced as false and
Upt r“wie.  Private property and the family are
hoar ~ aSainst rash innovators. Social principles of
iu <7 autiquity are expounded as though they were
Roly~™eping of the Papacy. For the rest, the
itUgoofather hobbles after the advances of secular
ent. With a monstrously solemn air, which
tef®,fibbiy ludicrous, he advocates commonplace
hy s as though he had just received a hint of them
tfiei]*V'to revelation from heaven. Everything of
over Safestvalue in his letter has been said over and
fifty Sain fiy uninspired reformers during the past
T°pOears. By the aid of Mill’s Political Economy the
Jears 01d have prepared this encyclical letter twenty
ahair Ead he then been the occupant of St. Peter’s
Peasd , "Ey should we go to the Pope to learn that
ailg 1 Proprietorship is better than the system of
Eir ~ ajes? Or that working men should receive a
s Wages for a fair day’'s work? Or that

~euld s ass°ciations are useful ?  Or that the law
aityj atop what is clearly injurious to the commu-
?fEa(Q . tho Pope’s letter came from the pen of a

own'ual, three-fourths of the members of
ina = urc would regard it as a piece of pom-
lo@t 'V -

~°P° is uo fool, and the chief conspirators

e%r reedom and progress around the papal chair
1tc3cliCale,@ fools. Behind the verbiage of this
j'rrireg letter there is a purpose. The Church
v Wer ° aPPear tho leader when it is only the
erin g ft also desires to keep pace with the
\aXhor'ttll soc’ ¥ progress in order to preserve
| bom - N secular improvement were to go o
JeafH that *° blessing °f the Church, people would
°Jt jta As blessing is not indispensable. Having
Y 1st b ~ P?Wer of coercion, the Church can only
- W fixing religion with all things, and by
d*6a With Te°plo that tho priest's recipe must be
aOVery reform to render it efficacious and

r51.|.6 Take a little of this,” the Church says,
)
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“ with everything you swallow. It promotes diges-
tion, sound sleep, and robust health. Neglect it,
and all you eat will disagree with you. Dyspepsia
will afflict you by day, colic by night; and death
itself will only be the exchange of one hell for
another.”

“ No practical solution” of the labor question, the
Pope says, “ will ever be found without the assist-
ance of Religion and of the Church.” That is the
keynote of the whole document. “ 0 broad-
shouldered King Demos! the sovereigns of old
carried the Church on their backs. Do thou also
carry the Holy Mother. And she will pray for thee,
and drop heavenly whispers iu thine ear, ay, and
caress it with her soft, sleek hand, till it rivals in
length that of the favored steed on which thy Savior
entered the holy city of Jerusalem.”

Mark, however, how the Holy Father guards
against the restiveness of his beast of burden. “ To
suffer and endure,” he says, “ is the lot of humanity.”
They are deceivers who preach an earthly paradise.
Too much must not be expected of this life. The

world is “ our place of exile” and not “ our true
country.” We must “ look at the world as it really
is” and '‘look elsewhere for a remedy for its
troubles.” Yes, and pay the priests handsomely for

cheap promises of the “ remedy ” in the sweet by-
and bye.

Further, the Pope tells working men that it is
religion which is their chief safeguard. Religion
teaches their employers that all men are really
brethren, sons of the same God, however unequal
their lots; and thus the artisan and the peasant
assume an indefeasible dignity in the presence of
their social superiors. Pretty, no doubt! But tho
citizenship of this earth is more useful to the working
man than the citizenship of heaven. When he was
only “ a child of God,” the priest damned him, the
king governed him, and the privileged classes robbed
him. But now he has a vote he is in a different
position. He is courted and flattered by the wretches
who only yesterday were lashing his back and
draining his blood.

Another trick of the Pope’s is to insinuate that
working men were well-off in the good old days of
Church ascendancy, and that all the evils they now
suffer are due to “ the spirit of revolutionary change.”
“ Public institutions and laws,” he says, “ have
repudiated the ancient religion. Hence by degrees
it has come to pass that working men have been
given over, isolated and defenceless, to the callous-
ness of employers and the greed of unrestrained
competition.” English working men, at any rate,
are not to be deluded by such sophistry. They know
it is not the Church, but the “ spirit of revolutionary
change ” which the Church denounces, that has
lifted them out of the old slough, and set their feet
in new paths, bright with tho sunrise of a better day.

How nice it is for working men to reflect that
Jesus himself was a carpenter! Think of it, says the
Pope. It “ cannot fail to keep down the pride of
those who are well off, and to cheer the spirit of the
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afflicted; to incline the former to generosity and the
latter to tranquil resignation.” Again a pretty
picture! especially for those who have only to sacri-
fice a little pride, But it is probable that those who
have to do the “ tranquil resignation ” will soon grow
tired. No doubt the “ poor in spirit” are blessed,
in the ethics of priests; but in the world of reality
they are damned to the deepest hell of misery and
self-contempt.

This encyclical letter was not prompted by love for
the people. It is merely a trade circular in the
interests of the Catholic firm. Even the Sunday’s
rest— which preceded Christianity and will outlive it
—is only advocated as a means of “repose united
with religious observance.” Christian workmen,
also, are enjoined to form associations of their own,
and not to consort with the infidels. Likewise, in
education “ religious instruction” must have “ a
foremost place.” Finally, the chief thing needed is
to “ return to real Christianity.” And what is that ?
“ '"We,” the Pope says, “ are the chief guardian of
of Religion, and the chief dispenser of what belongs
to the Church.” Yes, and “ all the striving of men
will be in vain if they leave out the Church.”

Happily the working men, or at least their leaders,
all over what is called Christendom, have outgrown
the slavery of submission to Rome. For the most
part, the labor movement is in the hands of sceptics
or persons who carry the smallest stock of belief in
the superstitions of ancient Judma. If they love red
at all, it is rather the democratic flag than the
cardinal’s hat. We are satisfied, therefore, that the
Pope’s circular on the Labor Question will drop dead
like a harmless rocket after its momentary blaze.

G. W. FOOTE.

ATHEOPIIOBIA.

T hough the present ravages of this disease bear no
proportion to those recorded in ancient times, when
the very flower of the race fell victims to the people
afflicted with the disorder, it still—as the Bishop of
Chester and the Rev. Mr. Waugh exemplify— lurks
in many quarters, ready to break out into something
like the old virulence should occasion offer.

This dangerous form of rabies is chiefly acquired
through inheritance. When the blood is tainted with
superstition, the patient is prone to regard those who
do not accept his belief as the enemies of God, and
therefore the enemies of man. Ancient gods being
tribal chiefs, their acceptance was a symbol of tribal
unity, while their rejection was a sign of antagonism
to the tribe. Every Jew considered himself justified
in slaying those who did not acknowledge Jahveh,
or even destroying his own kind if they sought to set
up other gods. Though, as Bacon justly observes,
“ Atheism did never perturb States,” the denial of
the gods of one’s country was in former times consi-
dered equivalent to treason.

Although as a matter of fact Atheism is no
abnormal state of mind, but is indeed the unacknow-
ledged creed of those who, concerning themselves
with the things of the world, have helped forward
its progress, mapy look on living “ without God in
the world” as .ibmething awful. |1 have more than
once been amused by people who have said, “ But
really you can’'t mean to say you are an Atheist.”
Say you believe in a God— any sort of God will do,
even a theosophic God— and there is hope you will
swallow all other nonsense. As Pére Hardouin said,
“ This chief of mysteries being once admitted, reason
ought not to be shocked at any other.” The name of
God is a cloak, not only for ignorance, but for un-
founded dogmas and sacerdotalism. Tho worst venom
of tho priest will always be directed against tho
Atheist. The denial of God cuts the ground from
under the feet of priestly, pretensions. The Atheist
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can be frightened by no bogeys. Schopenhauer says
“ princes use God as a kind of bogey to frighten
grown-up children to bed with, if nothing else avails;
that's why they attach so much importance to the
Deity.” Voltaire, in one of his poems, wrote the
oft-quoted line, “ If God did not exist, it would be
necessary to invent him.” Which is precisely what
has been done.

People destitute of faith but afraid of scepticism?
draw the line at Atheism. Take any name but that.
Agnosticism, Positivism, even Secularism are be-
coming respectable, but Atheism is still abominable-
Some who in private conversation admit that an
infinite person is inconceivable, and that tho idea o*
God is an outgrowth of savage and undeveloped
conceptions, yet consider the denial of this ide®
almost in the same light in which orthodox Christians
regard the mysterious sin against the Holy Ghost.

An Atheist settles in a small town or village.
seeks to enter into social relations with his neigh-
bors, but he is never seen at church. The curate and
his vicar visit him in vain. Soon it is noised abroad
he is an Atheist. A boycott sets in ; men must take
care of their wives and daughters. He takes
medicine to a sick person, but it is thrown awnay-
The Atheist is regarded as a monster and treated a
an outcast.

Now, strange as it may seem, it does not fofl0'7
that, because a man ceases to explain things bj
supernaturalism, he must be a bad father, busbar®,
and citizen. An Atheist desires the respect and \o"e °
his fellows, and must act so as to obtain them. Inde® >
I would say that he first fully realises his duties to bl
fellows who sees that they have no providence
protect them, and that all that can be done for hu®a
amelioration must be done here and now.

Atheophobia, whether inherited or innoculated W
the sky-pilots, is usually associated with low me°.
development. The line of scientific treatment ofl
disorder is thus clearly indicated. Medicine musY”
given to stimulate brain action. A course of I°c.
and moderate doses of history are sometimes e »
cacious. Cold baths of worldly experience
common sense are also useful. Patients afflicted T1
this virulent complaint need tender care. The t® j
ment must be gentle, antiphlogistic, tonic?
generous. Intimate contact with the Atheist, if
patient will consent to this, is pretty sure to inoderl]j
the disease. In the stage of recent excite®®0
ordinary remedies are powerless, and blisters wbe”
of ridicule or argument only inflame. The best
is to wait till the paroxysm subsides and the Piltl di
becomes cool; then show him it is his interest Yj
have at heart in holding that the worship of ot
must give place to the service of man. This tr
ment requires care, which not everyone can n
Coleridge said truly, “ Notone man in a tbo-jv
has either strength of mind or goodness of he9
be an Atheist.” J. M. W heeled

GOOD GOD! $

Our heavenly Father so fashioned his creatures
of them have an insatiable desire to feed upon one 9
from the smallest flea to the biggest whale. And b0 jOr
several species of creatures that won't eat their own tr k n -
ottier tribes, but which are peculiarly toothsome. 1 jIC3
less creatures were made for food for tho ferOclOIOf o9f
savage. This exemplifies the goodness and justicO orgiP
heavenly Fatfer, and”shows why we shouM"love a
him. Here is a case that illustrates the “ divine pamy
at the same time serves as a good snake and A6l

“ A black water-snake which was dissected at the - the
Agricultural College tho other day was found to c®  fflll
bodies of four fishes. One of these, which was 9 ~

inches in length, had partially swallowed another Iast

thirds its size. It was, however, not quite equal o v
and the snake had captured both. This curiosl,7 ~ Jjl
preserved in alcohol as a museum specimen.” — 1101
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GODS AND THEIR ORIGIN.
By J. P. Richardson.

(From the “ Independent Pulpit.")
(concluded.)

Soaie of our most advanced Liberals seem to think that as
science has demonstrated the absurdity of the supernatural,
]here is nothing more to do but to leave religion to die of
Us own rottenness. But a large share of the world is not
yet ready for this policy. If we could but induce people
t° read and think, to investigate the facts that science has
fought to light in the last fifty years, we might safely
‘eave religion to die out by itself; but unfortunately the
Pbestly prohibition of the fruit of the tree of knowledge
stl" scares the pious victims of superstition, and they hold
to be a pious duty to shut their eyes and ears to all know-
ea8e that does not come to them filtered through the
rinddled brain of a theologian. | know a prominent lawyer
la Texas, who, when 1 offered him Darwin’'s works, and
W8led him to read them, declined, saying he was afraid it
~N'ght unsettle his faith? 1 wonder if his faith in legal
°Pmions is sustained by such methods. If it is, his clients
would do well to employ other counsel. | wouldn’'t want
Imfor an adviser. There is no getting at such people,
except by tearing away the veil they wear over their eyes,
‘“iparing the fog that envelopes their intellects, by
estroyjng. that religion for which they have enslaved their
ulsand bodies. They tell us, as though it were a reproach,

. at We are destructives, that we are always tearing down,
,ead of building up. They want to know what we are
5°Inb to give them in the place of that faith from which
¢«y derive so much comfort. For myself, | take pride in
. Bbtle of iconoclast. Buckle, in his History of Civilisation,
W 3 Us4dbat about all the benefit society has derived from
Ablation has come from the repeal of former legislation.
1 dwe may say with equal truth, that most of the pro-
ha i We have made in improving the condition of mankind,
~ been made by the destruction of their delusions. Must
Put10* exPose the lie in which thgy put their trust until we
(i Mother lie in the place of it? Tear down the lie, and
®buth will have a chance to grow in the place of it, as
* chop down the weeds to give a chance to your crops.

citan we demand of the doctor that before he removes the

Pk ract rom our eyes. ‘te s’8a" Put s°mething el-e in the
seg@°f it? No! Letus get rid of this “ old man of the
thok that ~as sat upon and strangled all improvement for
Wl ia~ d °f years, and the natural law of development
that irin™ ~le f>etter things to take the place of the evils
scien,, ? ve been destroyed. Progress in morals, social
Dew  and aesthetic culture is not promoted by setting up

Ltheories or institutions, based upon new opinions, to
out rlr™ *n the place of theold. All of these things grow
if our relations to each other as social beings that is,
peo |gsowth is to be in the right direction. So long as
iuat}je Relieve that right and wrong depend upon the com-
iewa N any being, natural or unnatural ; so long as the
X8 f°r right action is held out to be crowns and harps
ist0 r0 °ther world, and the punishment for wrong-doing
riilve ],a ~ell hereafter— with a patent, back-action escape
fher6’b rou"b n blood of Jesus—just so long will
‘Cant 1°w, selfish standard of morals and a disregard
low) j rue social science and pure ethics. Take away this
and biS843n~’ soul saving system of morals, and the true
'Process'8! system will establish itself through a natural
~r°Per] °* ev°*ut'ou until the incubus of religion, or, more
Fen superstition, ha3 been removed from the minds of

tfUQ~w that there are men among us—good men and
@ pgtr*U4DIDK *%e f'me bas come to adopt what they call
uPoq relc]lve Policy; to let up in the aggressive attack
if] jr0?’ an(f set up some new system that will recom-

aQ? *]n the place of it. With all respect for such
Cafiw  'V,shiri" them success in their work, | have little
Ovil that P tllat any g00<* can come of it until the one great
alviisatiOl af afllicted the world since the earliest dawn of
t ?struci laa been swept away, to make room for the
Ojl wfiat tPr3  ~°r do » believe that any man can now
j illbg a bat new structure will be ; for the reason that it
tdieve Srowth, an evolution instead of a construction.
i 6 hat now *athe time to renew the attack, to take
au&er orfuSITe with more zeal than ever. The old pod-
Vverabiy °doxy of my childhood days has gone as irre-
y as wooden ploughs and witch-hunting. The
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Presbyterians are revising their creed, and gracefully con-
ceding that little children need not be damned because
Adam ate an apple; and the Unitarians have reached the
level of Voltaire and Paine. Even in the most hide-bound
churches no member believes in the full import of his creed,
unless his intellect is a long way below par.

Star-eyed science is knocking away the props, one by
one, from under the old superstitions. History gives the
lie to miracles and fables of the supernatural, and literary
criticism has so depreciated so-called revelation that, like
a thousand dollar Confederate bill, it has no longer any
'Imarket value. Religion lives only upon the prestige of
the past. Like an old lion that has lost his teeth and claws,
" the memory of his past prowess still holds the unthinking
crowd in awe. The task is ours to beard the lion in his
den, and show to these deluded people that he is no longer
dangerous; that he can only growl; that his power for
mischief has gone, and they will turn their backs upon
him, like office-seekers upon a defeated candidate after
election day. Al we have to do is to reach the eyes and
the ears of the people, so as to set them thinking, and the
battle for mental freedom is won. It may take time to do
it. We may not live to celebrate the victory, but all the
signs are propitious and cheering. It is for us to do our
duty, never doubting the triumph of truth sooner or later,
and confident of the grateful appreciation of the freed
millions that shall come after us.

LETTER FROM MR. W. W. COLLINS.

Auckland, New Zealand,
April 24, 1891.

My Deae Me. Foote,—

| feel sure that a few line3 from this side of the
world will be of interest to you. First of all | must refer to
the profound loss the cause of humanity has sustained in the
death of our late lamented leader. Mr. Bradlaugh's
demise has, | believe, caused more widespread feelings of
regret than would have been caused by the death of any other
Englishman. Since the arrival of the last English mails
most of the New Zealand papers have provided their readers
with lengthy sketches of his life and feeling references to his
death. All this, besides being gratifying, is, | hope, indicative
of a steady growth of liberal sentiment. Personally | can
scarcely trust myself as yet where Mr. Bradlaugh's name is
concerned, for my sorrow would be overwhelming did | not
feel that it can be best assuaged by increased exertions in that
work on behalf of which he sacrificed his life.

It has now been more than twelve months since | left
Sydney— immediately after laying the foundation-stone of the
new Freethought Hall—and | am beginning to think it time
| found my way back there. Originally | intended to be away
some four or five months only, but the work has grown
and | have been impelled to stay on and on. It has been a
very up-hill fight, and | have had some of those experiences
which are supposed only to characterise the Freethought
advocacy of years ago. Still I think some substantial good
has been accomplished. Some three months ago, and whilst
in Christchurch, | succeeded in establishing the New Zealand
Freethought Association. This organisation, which already
has hundreds of members scattered throughout the colony, is
framed on the same lines as the National Secular Society,
When | arrived here, twelve months ago, Christchurch was
the only place in which active work was being carried on ;
now there are societies in Wellington, Greymouth, Palmerston,
and Auckland, all affiliated with the N.Z.F.A. Christchurch
alone has enrolled more than 100 members, and other places
are now bidding fair to compete with it for the honor of first
place. The Executive of the N.Z.F.A. issued a request that
all Freethinkers sign themselves as such in the recent census
returns, and | do not doubt but that swe shall figure as a very
considerable proportion of the community.

During the year | have lectured in Dunedin, Timaru,
Wellington, Greymouth, Brunnerton, Maori Creek, Masterton,
Palmerston, Fielding, and Auckland, delivering in all at least
150 lectures. 1 am sorry | have had to suspend Freedom
during my absence from Sydney, but it was simply impossible
to keep it going while travelling. | have managed to publish
three pamphlets, and shall shortly issue one or two others,
so that tho literary side of the work has not been altogether
neglected by me.

The time and expense of travelling make the work here
both financially and physically heavy. The cities are very
far apart, and the country townships (some of which are
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dignified by the term city) are very much scattered. In most
of these country towns corresponding agents have been ap-
pointed in connection with the new organisation, all of whom
have power to enrol members. Some are working in the
bush, some on the gum fields, and others in the gold diggings;
all are giving good accounts of themselves.

Whilst lecturing in Wellington (in which city | delivered
some 45 lectures) | received an invitation from over 1,000
electors to allow myself to be nominated for one of the city
seats at the election. | was compelled to decline the request,
although | believe, had I been willing and able to stand, my
return would have been an absolute certainty.

It is now some five and a half years since | left England,
and | have worked uninterruptedly the whole of the time.
Personally | am as poor as the day | left, but | ventnre to
hope some substantial good has been accomplished. If for
nothing else, 1 should regard the decision of the Supreme
Court with regard to the publication of the Law of Population,
as a fair compensation for all 1 have done.

I cannot tell you how glad | was to hear of your election
to the presidential chair of the N. S. S. | was glad, too, that
you were nominated for the position by Mr. Bradlaugh him-
self. It must have been gratifying to you. Please give my
sincere regards to any of the old friends. | have forgotten
none, and often think of the happy times spent with many of
them.

I must before long get back to Sydney. The Association
there is now meeting in the new building. | am hopeful that
the main lecture hall will soon be completed ; when it is you
may expect to hear good accounts of the work done there.
Social questions are much to the front here. |1 am lecturing
next week, by request, for the Anti-Poverty Society in the
Wesley Hall. Will .the roof cave in ?

With sincerest regards, believe me, my dear Mr. Foote,

Yours very faithfully,
W. W. Collins.

429 Pitt-street, Sydney, N.S.W.

CASHIEE JUDAS.

Tiiebe are many inaccuracies in the New Testament, which
are no doubt owing to its being a translation by an unknown
scribe of an original Hebrew MS. On reading the account
of the betrayal of Jesus by his disciple and cashier Judas,
the price stipulated for the body (corpus delicto’), thirty pieces
of silver, seems ridiculously small considering the wealthy
Jewish community. Surely this must be a mistake. Jesus
was the béte noire of the Jerusalem Tories, who would
have given anything to get rid of the Jewish dema-
gogue with the help of the law, bien entendu. It is not
surprising that Judas, whoso exchequer was well-nigh empty,
should try to replenish it by selling his master ; but it seems
incredible that so astute a financier charged no more than the
price of a jackass for tho renegade Jew. He very likely got
as much as Pigott received from our leading journal for certain
forged letters. Supposing the amount to be correct, this
transaction shows Judas at his worst. | gave him credit for
more business capacity. If one of our Christian financiers
had been the seller, he would not have let the fellow go dirt
cheap—a disgrace to the Jewish gentry and an insult to the
victim of this wretched business, who was surely worth a
hundred times that amount. What would be said of the
English Government if they offered a reward of thirty
shillings for the apprehension of their béte noire, the patriot
O'Donovan Eossa ? The pious Scotch showed great shrewd-
ness by selling Charles I. for a quarter of a million sterling.
Such a bargain is not likely to be struck again. A king of
England of our generation would not fetch anything like that
amount— more likely thirty shekels.

} Chas. Kboll Lafoete.

HEAVEN NOT WANTED.

I remember once reading a story of an old farmer who lay
dying, and was called upon (in a professional capacity, of
course) by the esteemed rector of tho village, who, perceiving
that the poor fellow was fast approaching his end, began forth-
with to talk to him about the other world, and reminded him
of the New Jerusalem— the abode of the blessed— with its
golden streets, its milk and honey, and its crowns of glory,
etc.,, to which he apparently listened very attentively, and
when the good parson had concluded his pious talk, the old
man replied : “ That may bo all very true, parson ; but auld
England for me— auld England for me.” It is needless to
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say that he was not what is called a “ Freethinker ” ; but |
have known many aged and estimable persons connected with
the various churches, who, | regret to say, have grossly belied
their professions by using every available means to prolong
their life, whenever serious illness threatened, at whatever
cost to themselves or others. This has always appeared
strange to me, especially as these very people delight in
speaking of absolute rest and supreme enjoyment— a veritable
place “ where the wicked cease from troubling and tho weary
are at rest.” If that be really true, why do they object to
go there when the palpable summons arrives? | can wen
understand why the young should desire to live, but the
insatiable desire of the aged ones puzzles me—1 am, in faiti
driven to distrust their pious professions in toto. On the
other hand, | can easily imagine why honest Freethinkers!
whether old or young, should desire to live, for they one ama
all regard this life as the only stage of human existence-'
they do not prophesy (»bout the future for the simple reason
that it is a matter beyond human ken.
Thomas DetcxioN

ACID DROPS:

The Prince of Wales varied the monotony of tho “ baccar®
scandal ” case on -Saturday by going to Camberwell an
opening a Mission Hall. The present writer saw the disp'w

of bunting as he passed that way on Sunday. None of
flags represented a pack of cards. Curious 1
Mr. Nix, with “ twenty-five brave men,” has spent >

days at Epsom again, preaching the gospel on the racecoul™'
He gives a glowing account of his success, but the conwe
seem easily counted. Mr. Nix now wants £500 for his paC3
course Mission. No doubt the Prince of Wales will g"e *
handsome subscription out of his next baccarat winnings.

It is evident the Czar of Eussia means to turn the ~
out of Eussia much as they were turned out of Spain
Portugal four hundred years ago, and as heedless of '
fate as Ferdinand was of the Jews slaughtered in Algeria. ~
correspondent of the Daily News reports having seen j
expelled in chains, and another correspondent tells of » * Q,
in which a family of fugitives had taken refuge being 8 ..j
fire by the people of the village, and one of them, » ¢
was burnt to death.

Holy Eussia seems a pretty nest of bigotry and fanal'~t
The Czar is expelling his Jewish subjects, and the ign°r i,
peasants are displaying the same virtues as their sovere*2? f,
a humbler way. In the Tersk district, at a place call«™ ~
Koch, the yokels conceived an intense hatred for » ‘W s
schoolmaster. They undermined the schoolhouse, stoc>%
nice hole with ganpowder, and fired it in tho middle ~
morning session. They foolishly calculated on blow j
the schoolmaster, but he escaped unhurt, while ten 0
children were killed and twelve more seriously injured.

At Kornenburg, Austria, Father Eudolf Kerler, a -
who had acquired a reputation for great piety in liiste g.
Lower Austria, has been sentenced to three years' in)Pgfre
ment for ruining twenty of his female pupils. At ‘10Nrtaes
High Churchmen are always praising tho mysterious
of celibacy, without ever alluding to its observed effee = »

Dr. Parker has been discoursing on “ Eeligion Man ~ pr.
Most people will think it easy enough already--

Parker’s salary.

. -, at#
Tho Eev. C. A. Berry, of Wolverhampton, is gipetin
round the world at his congregation’'s expense. W e

before leaving England he sneered at “ tho profession” .ggjl
thinker.” It is a question whether all the PrO pgitf*
Freethinkers in this country receive the amount of Mr-
salary between them.

Dr. Momerie tells a Christian Commonwealth I.D)fc'letgf,'
that he has “ only expressed views which hundre s ;ecW6”

men hold, but which they have not pluck enough °rGie8

This is what we have been saying for years. D u

homes of cowardice and hypocrisy. n
A prosecution is threatened against the Eev. n

a popular Broad Church clergymanjof Newjj*
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Presbyterians have a heresy hunt against Professor Briggs for
denying the infallibility of the Jew books, and now the
mbaptists of America have their attention called to the Rev.
A. J. Bonsall, of Rochester, Pennsylvania, who declares his
relief that nothing is known positively as to the authorship of
.10 books of the Bible ; that he did not believe St. Paul was
'nspired ; that he did not believe Christ when on earth was
~AOrscious of being God; that the Bible should be putin a
crucible and the dross expunged.

An English missionary is reported to have been recently
i; ed in China. This is sad news for his relatives. What a
?uy he did not stay at home and mind his own business !

R- K. Wilson tells a good story of a captain in the
f °yal Navy who, cruising among the Polynesian Islands,
*'md two native tribes commencing a bloody war, the ground
Quarrel being that one of the tribes had recently been
hverted by Christian missionaries, and was trying to compel
~ Qunconverted tribe to contribute towards the cost of a new
“Imoniutn  for public worship. The story reads like an
~P'tozne of the history of religion.

There has been acontroversy as to the religious faith of
gowning. Dr. Furnivall, of the Browning Society, appears
regard the late poet as a very heterodox Christian. Mrs.
th i ma’d Orr, in her recent book on Browning, says he held
I a Christ was God, and that if only a man he was an
g Prstor. She says, however, “ Christ remained for Mr.
caning a mystery and a message of divine love, but no
Wit?n™er  ~vine intention towards mankind.” This does
far n'a™e bis views very clear. Perhaps, indeed, they were
al Ue= Certainly he never emancipated himself from the
“Cental Methodism of his early training.

Pe-rrhe ~r'sb now carry the boycott into the church. The
the corresPondent of the Dublin Express states that when
diter~er 6nc™ men emPloved ‘n working Lower Moore Farm
gUn, chaPet °i Coolagown for divine worship on
av res™ con&regat>on rose and walked out,
take 110 c’6rb declared to tho priest his determination not to
celebr™"3™'  *n serv’e8.  Consequently no Mass was

Affira T M. Stanley recently declared at Liverpool that
When never become the home of the white man. But
White k*/9 actlu're the spirit of prophecy ? At present the
hego™* aa is grasping Africa with both hands, and wherever
tlet® 5ibe natives are having a bad time. One white gen-
sud ,,, quarrels about them with another white gentleman,
°u the quarrel is ended the natives have disappeared.

Tool aiso sa'd be looked forward to the time—and tho
Af, children would live to see it—when millions of
xh would learn to love the sound of the
°Ur & - “s. Well now, there’s a church bell at the top of
‘Tprecj ~bich the Africans are welcome to. We should
hfjan2 &  better at a fair distance, say as far off as Lake

aaﬁ‘Jrl" Quilliam, the head of the Mohammedans in Liverpool,
eh- returned from a visit to Turkey. His son, aged
bas been appointed lieutenant-colonel in tho Turkish
* V]l pay—that is, as full as the Turkish army gets
eredi*.  12d pas also Been made a Bey, a title which is
lea»n’  ~ r- Quilliam seems to have “ struck oil, or
1Turkish delight.
Th
~ode™ as Davies, innkeeper, of Oswestry, deems himself a
[8epliet:j and persecuted man. Charged with bigamy, he
only || “e was not asbad as Solomon ; and as Thomas
aH rr £ 9d° have two wives, he must be admitted to
°rt of that divine favorite.

The lio
V - WertOman Catholics in Ireland are 411,035 fewer than
~,344. 9 hm years ago. Tho Episcopalians have also lost
~ “ed N 0/k 9 Presbyterians 24,047. The Methodists have
J ©.6, “ This is extremely gratifying,” says tho

Hmes. Extremely!

Airg, J)
> ¢ i,C * a Hardinge Britten, who was one of the original
Ik 0 Tor/,; Theosophical Society, commences in the
. an account of its origin and founders.
°bject s stated as having been “ to obtain know-
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ledge of the nature and attributes of the Supreme Power and
of the higher spirits by the aid of physical processes.” The
first part is greatly taken up with the funeral of the Baron
de Palm at New York in May, 1876. That individual left
the T.S. his property, and, according to Dr. Coues, his manu-
scripts were the foundation of Isis Unveiled.

The London Society for Promoting Christianity Amongst
the Jews has, says the Sunday Chronicle, had a rousing good
year. Ten new candidates for conversion were accepted in
the operative department, and it is reported—*“ Of these one
remained four months and then returned to his native place ;
another refused to work, and had to be dismissed; a third
left at the invitation of a rabbi; the fourth and fifth went
away immediately before the time appointed for their baptism ;
the sixth was dismissed for misconduct; of three others all
that can be said is that it is too soon to speak, ‘but their
youth encourages the hope that they will all do well ' ; while
the tenth bids fair to become a compositor.”

“ This last instance of backsliding,” says the same journal,
“is too much. | am not sending any more money this year
to the S.P.C.A.J. When it is added, however, that a sum of
£ 1,000 has been expended on the training of every young
missionary who has .passed through .the Society’s training
college, it will be seen that in at least one branch of effort it
has been highly successful. When it gets as many as one
convert to every six missionaries, the Society will no doubt
feel justified in holding a bazaar.”

What a pity it is that the name of a genius like Shake-
speare could not die with him ! It would save us from reading
that “ Mr. Shakespeare indicates pretty accurately what is
the feeling of the majority of Baptists.”

Christians fond of the design argument should study the
case of the two sisters, Rosa and Josepha, who have just
appeared before the medical men of Paris. They are joined
together at the lower part of the bodies. Let the physical
and other aspects of this connexion be worked out in
imagination, and then let the Christian set himself to justify
the ways of Providence.

Can the solemn Archdeacon Farrar -be joking ? “ What
is needed in the pulpit most of all,” he says, “ is simplicity
and sincerity.”

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes delivers himself on the same
subject. He thinks the modern pulpit is unduly disparaged.
Tho Church in the past went wrong, now she is on the right
tack. “ It is one of the most curious phenomena of history,”
Mr. Hughes writes, “ that what | may call the intensely
secular character of Christ's teaching should have been so
long overlooked.” This will amuse the Secularists. Mr.
Hughes is appropriating the ideas of Secularism, while
pretending to find them in the teachings of Christ. By way
of revenge or consolation, he converts Atheists who never
lived.

Lord Thurlow when he first read “ Paradise Lost,” was so
absorbed in and carried away by the description of Satan and
his battle against the host of heaven, that he exclaimed “ A
fine fellow. By God | wish he had won !”

Bok is. Bok created man a living slork. After man dies
ho will pass into tho land of harmulkins and dwell with the
juflams for ever. Can anybody understand that ? Certainly
not; because nobody knows what certain of the words mean.
Until those words can be defined, the sentences in which thej*
appear cannot mean anything. | made up some sentences
like the foregoing a few days ago, and asked a gentleman if
110 understood what they meant. He said he did. | asked
him to explain them to me. He said he could not do that
but that if I would open my harmulkinal eyes | would under-
stand them. | asked him what my harmulkinal eyes were,
and he told me that could only be harmulkinally discerned!
And | could see that he was very earnest in what ho was
saying, and that he thought ho knew what he was talking
about—but | didn’'t.— Twentieth Century.

Canon Blunt, in the pages of S. Mary and S. Cuthbert's
Chester-le-Street, Parish Magazine, appeals to his parishioners’
for more money. It seems the value of his living, after he
has paid assistant clergy, organist and sacristan, is but a little
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over £300, and, poor man, though he has no wife, he finds
this too little to exist on. He therefore wants his assistants
paid for out of the pockets of the parish. We should imagine
Canon Blunt had quite sufficient “ brass ” already.

Mr. De Cobain’s latest letter, whether he be innocent or
guilty, is positively sickening. Honest men consult their
own honor. Mr. De Cobain consults the Lord. And he
finds that the Lord does not guide him towards Belfast,
where he is wanted by the police. Don’t think me guilty
because | run away, he says; but if you do, | must suffer as
my Savior did before me. Bah! After reading such a
letter, a man of ordinary sensibility feels the need of a
disinfectant. -

A tract issued by the Dublin Tract Depot has been sent us
entitled The Four Judgments. Many Christians differ as to
whether they go to glory or blazes when they die, or whether
they wait till judgment day ; whether they are punished first
and judged afterwards, or whether there are two judgments.
The writer of the tract before us gives Scripture to show
that there are four judgments—first, of sin; second, of the
redeemed, when “ it will not be a question of heaven or hell
(since they are all previously in heaven), but of what reward
(if any) they are to get when there.” The third judgment of
the living nations takes place in the Valley of Jehoshaphat,
when the Lord Jesus returns to reign. The fourth, which
takes place before the Great White Throne, a thousand years
after No. 3, is upon the unconverted dead of all ages, “ who
are condemned to their awful doom in the lake of fire for
eternity.” Apparently the writer knows all about it, but we
fear he has jumbled his own judgment.

Speaking of the Christian form of oath, the American
Medical Register says : “ The lips are most sensitive recep-
tacles for the germs of disease, and from the motley throng
of dirty and diseased persons who are summoned in a court
of justice what infectious germs may not be disseminated ?
The person who kisses the Bible in court has not the least
surety that his lips do not come in direct contact with the
pollution left by a predecessor who was suffering from some
foul skin disease or taint, not to speak of the germs of
eruptive fevers and the like.” Thank you, | prefer to affirm.

A young man in North London who carried a collecting-
plate after the service, before starting put his hand in his
pocket, and placed, as he supposed, a shilling into the plate
and then passed it round among the congregation, which
included many young and pretty girls. The girls as they
looked on the plate, all seemed astonished and amused, and
the young man, taking a glance at the plate, found that
instead of a shilling he had put aconversation lozenge on the
plate, with the words, “ Will you marry me ?” in red letters,
staring everybody in the face, whilst one of the congregation
had capped it by a second lozenge, on which was printed,
“ Name the day.”

A nice little pious row is reported from Poughkeepsie,
New York. There are two rival incumbents at the local
Baptist gospel-shop. On Sunday morning, sky-pilot Wood
was in possession of the pulpit. Sky-pilot Boyce entered,
took a seat in a front pew, and bent his head as if addressing
his heavenly Father. Having disarmed the vigilance of the
guards, he vaulted over the pew, seized two of the guards,
knocked their heads together, leaped up the pulpit stairs,
kicked out sky-pilot Wood, and proceeded to give out the
hymn. The congregation retired in disorder, and Boyce was
arrested next morning.

The alleged holy sites at Jerusalem are the scene of
periodical disputes between rival sects of the Christian
Church. The last faction fight was on the question as to
which religious body should undertake the carrying out of
the repairs to a wall. From hot words, the rival parties
proceeded to blows, which necessitated the intervention of
the Turkish soldiery. These set to work so energetically,
that in a short time the holy spot was strewed with dead and
dying. The influence of the blessed Savior who said he came
not to send peace but a sword, evidently lingers round the
holy spot.

Now the Government proposals for free education are before
the country, it is evident that the main point for us is to insist
that public pay shall carry with it public control. In over ten
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thousand parishes the Church school is the only school, and,
considering that it will be supported by about nine-tenths of
public money, it is surely imperative that some share in
management should be taken by those who pay. This is a
point upon which those who formerly opposed free education
will not give way, for their only reason for accepting it now
is to maintain the control of the so-called voluntary schools-
We must bide our time, but not cease agitating the question
until all schools supported by public money are under public
management.

An Examination oj Bill Sylces's Theology is the title of *
little book put out by the Unitarian Bev. J. W. Brown, w
opposition to one by his brother, the orthodox Eev. A. O.
Brown. Bill Sykes's Theology is the designation of
beautiful Christian doctrine of the atonement, which remit5
one person’ssins on account of another person’s sufferings.

The Welsh Calvinists are much concerned that the young
men of the principality give more attention to athletics than
to religion. The Baner says, “ public sports, especially f°ot"
ball, have become contagious diseases in the land.” Instep
of attending the prayer-meeting, they go to play football an
cricket, and, instead of reading the Bible, read newspap€e
novels and infidel books.

The Methodists of Llanrhaiar have taken this matter
heart, and condemned cricket as leading the young men *
destruction. As a consequence no one can be found to*
the cricket club a field, and moreover a local coal dealer,
is a member of the club, is now boycotted by the deacon®
Hitherto he has had the privilege of supplying the chap6"
with coal, but this is now denied him, and other people ha
been directed to boycot him.

The Rev. J. P. Bacon Phillips publishes a list of twen i®
three priests ordained in the Church of Borne and .
serving as clergymen in the Church of England. The que@ﬁ'ej1
whether they are “ apostates ” or still working in the inter'
of Borne is, of course, not easily answered.

With a view to preventing the leakage from the Bd3>;3
Catholic Church, which it is admitted counterbalance®”
gains, a Society has been formed to take a census
supervise, the Catholic population. What the gulljj@y
Ransomers have been able to do in the way of spOl ~
Protestant meetings is looked upon as very encouragh? i
the promoters. If Freethinkers were as ready to b a
together as Catholics they might perhaps astonish tha
by the force of their numbers.

A Church of England sky-pilot recently perambul”
Bath station with a big card, bearing the inscription “ ~reety
to meet thy God.” It was a broad reflection on the ®&”9
of the Great Western trains, though the officials had no
penetration to see the libel.

t
Church and Dissent are quarrelling at Whixall abo’\W
schools. By and bye the children will be considered
dispute. Then the education will be secular.

little boys from a Scripture catechism. The first a
was, “Who stoned Stephen?” Answer: jjeyon
Second question : “ Where did they stone him ?” * . e
the limits of the city.” The third question: ‘“* *
they take him beyond the limits of the city?” P"O0 4
poser to the whole class. At length a little fellow, sajyi
been scratching his head all the while, looked up Jjitt>
“ Well, I dinna ken, unless it was to geta fair fling

The Baptist Teacher (American) says : “ If ~ n
God so to order, it would have been entirely possib 0~ jjjf®
an oyster to swallow Jonah.” Perhaps so ; but it w
been much easier for Jonah to swallow the oyster.

——————— list

Replying to the Baptist Teacher, the Congregation™?
that “ If it had pleased God so to order, it wou ¢ gcb®
entirely possible for him to make an oyster a Sun
teacher.” We should say it has been done alrea J

Benevolent Fund.— Collected in Regent’s Park,
. Fobdeb, hon. sec.
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, June 14, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, EC at
1,2®, “ Secularism and Cruelty : a full Reply to tire Bishop of
tester and Mr. Waugh.”

June 21, Hall of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
IJBRARY communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14
Olerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica-
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.
“E Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
Uee to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at
the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year,
3d.; Three Months, Is. 7)d. Australia, China and Africa :
“-One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months,
2d. India:—One Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.;
g three Months, 2s. 8Jd.
cale  Advertisements—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
®eding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch,
aai Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for
|_~Petitions.
being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
tapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future
teeeive the number when their subscription expires in a
wrap.

J'Rﬂboad.—?'%rere are many difficulties in the way of an
j d'°wed Atheist entering parliament.
{1 « tiby.—Thanks. The magazino has been returned.
\**jvpzcxD Reckoner.—All communications must bear
M®Writer's name and address, though not necessarily for
IrRdicaian
~  Smith, Itis the nature of all excitement to give impetus,
aie day, when we have time, we may write at length on
B Ir®&bieet.
_Railey.- -Misprints will occur in the best regulated
 fficea,
tal 1:1-—See Bible Handbook, p. 63. Cruden reckons a
4r?' °f gold as £7,200, and a talent of silver as £450.
hig Jeacon Farrar, in his little book on Solomon, reckons
annual revenue of 666 talents as about £5,000,000. His
Estimate of the value of the gold talent is therefore slightly
0. Jgber than Cruden’s.
"w:Rapobte—The De Cobain subject is too unsavory for
rilal verse in a public journal, otherwise we should have
yeur clever production.
adre—pleased to hear the Leyton Branch began its
wo,'k successfully on Sunday morning. No doubt
e ® local Freethinkers will support you, especially as you
S lyP]ct * Bharp opposition.”
Be' b— Secularists havs no Burial Service, in the ordinary
N ,e of the word “ service.” Nor is anything issued by the
IjL «8. Something will be said over graves, and Mr. Austin
Purn°a™e anc™ Mrs. Besant each drew up something for the

0

B.

S8 cann°t say that wo think either production
sini CtorY- The subject is too big to be disposed of in a
J. B. tj Paragraph.

cate °Bson'—The N. S. S. secretary will forward your certi-

ali ' Never mind the smallness of the subscription if it is
J°u can afford. No one must be left outside on account
Poverty. Every Freethinker should join the N. S. S. and

-ol. -+ acoarding to his means,

We i Ct (Huddersfield).—Your signature is not too legible

Yer ®Pe we have it correctly. Such organisation as you

lug Properly desire is impossible without a decent build-

bigotj tbat '8 denied tlio Huddersfield Secularists by the
Wor]. landlords. We hope to see agreat deal of good
ile «°ne in the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall.—De Fivas’

So™e d Grammar is an excellent one; but surely there is
-."ell ,, Vening school where you can learn French by ear as
«. SM as by eye.

the Liv— " r° boPe y°u will have a good meeting, and that

°hject 01.?001 Hall of Science Company will soon achieve its
w*h®hoV,. very Secularist in Liverpool is bound to help to
Na* of his ability.

the Jew®11,—You are quite right as to the benevolence of

that wa8 to, eaob other. Modern Society should not write in

three rr?ir len one rich Jew alone, Baron Hirsch, is devoting

&m m 1l tons to the relief of his suffering race. At tho

tiRNc?0 thi® immigration of poor Jews is a serious matter
~ M KEnghsh labor market.

« femerc h "—Parcel to hand. Delighted to hear the Ulster

Ctmimafttlia8 entered its new premises. The Organisation
v°ther] , "’ill consider your being visited by Mr. Moss and

$?»«*: Mr. Foote has so far escaped the influenza, and
2 81tW y,ud robust health.—Thanks for Father Furniss’'s

H18ido the ' tbo,1Sh "'Ohad a copy before. lie thinks hell

,a@st to t,.e?rtb- Rut he must be veryjgnorant or dis-

i Gam  lea°u that the slieol, into which Cora, Dathan and
sSlecl, ggmmlnded, was the Christian hell. The old Hebrew

umant the grave, or underground.
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Mbs. Smith, 13 Oursitor-street, Chancery-lane, supplies this
journal and other Secular publications.

Can any one tell us where the Freethinker is sold in Brompton,
Fulham and Walham Green?

A. Rennols.—Medical testimony is indispensable in such cases.
Many persons suffer from imaginary ailments. Rheumatism
is often alleviated without prayer as well as with it. When
prayer can put a fresh leg on a man who has lost one we
shall believe in its efficacy.

B. Habbis—Mr. Wheeler believes neither in Design nor in
Chance. He believes in Necessity. Your criticism, there-
fore is founded on a misconception.

G. Gbove —We have put the first to the Yoelkel Fund.

P.R. Downey.—We hope to issue the second volume of Crimes
of Christianity this year.

M. E. B.—It may be useful.

U. Baldwin.—Cause and effect are subjective conceptions.
There is no break in the continuity of nature. A spark sets
fire to a barrel ot gunpowder, and you may call the spark the
cause and the explosion the result. But in reality the spark
itself was “ caused,” and the gunpowder was “ caused,” and
their “ causes ” were also “ caused,” and so on ad infinitum.
The real cause of anything is everything; but substance
remains unchanged, and cause and effect only apply to the
sequence of phenomena—that is, the manifestations of sub-
stance.

Fbeethinkeb.—We have not the figures by us, but we believe
the churches and chapels in this country would hold about
one third of the population over ten years of age.

J. Joyce—We have not time to answer such questions by
post. When we referred to the famine in China we were
guided by the reports in the newspapers. We have no
private intelligence from that part of the world.

Mb. Hoinwil 1, Mare-street, near Triangle, Hackney, sells the

Freethinker and other Secular publications.

E. Menzies.—Put yourself in communication with Mr. J.

Brown, secretary of the N.E. Secular Federation. When

your new Branch is properly constituted arrange for a fort-

nightly members’ meeting, and get your share of the public
lectures delivered under the Federation’s auspices. The

N. S. S. Executive is always ready to support Branches that

are trying to do good work.

Standbing.—Always pleased to hear from you. You cer-

tainly put a lot of energy into the work. We hope the North

Finchley Branch will prosper. Your report of affairs at

Chatham is gratifying.

. Bubbell.—Your members entertain an extraordinary re-

spect for the late Sergeant A. Bell. We regret we did not
know him personally. Probably the wreath the Westminster
Branch has laid upon his grave will teach charity, and some-
thing more, to some of the Christians who visit the cemetery.

Papebs Received.—Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—
Ironclad Age—Menschenthum—Echo— Neues Frereligioses
Sonntags-Blatt — Freidenker — The Liberator—Der Arme
Teufel—Secular Thought — Boston Investigator—Western
Figaro—La Vérité Philosophique—Progressive Thinker—
Truthseeker— Flaming Sword—Loyal American—Reynolds’s
Newspaper—Polytechnic Magazine—Leeds Mercury—Leeds
Daily News—St. Paneras Guardian—Chat—Modern Thought
—The Better Way—The National Church—Two Worlds—
Twentieth Century—Glasgow Herald—Reading Observer—
Answers—American Sentinel—Worker's Cry—Birmingham
Weekly Mercury—Fur Unsere Jugend.

Fbiends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Cobbespondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

SUGAR PLUMS.

This evening (June 14) at the London Hall of Science, Mr.
Foote lectures on “ Secularism and Cruelty ” in reply to the
Bishop of Chester and the Rev. Mr. Waugh. He will deal
with the subject more fully than was possible in a Freethinker
article. The lecture is one that Freethinkers should induce
their Christian friends to listen to.

J.

After Mr. Foote’s lecture on Sunday evening at Camberwell

a collection was made for the Hospital Sunday Fund. Owing

lto the combined influence of the fine weather and the 'bus

I'strike the audience was below Mr. Foote’s average in point
of numbers, though extremely enthusiastic.

Dr. Hunter deserves thanks for taking up the case of Mr.
J. Robinson, one of the N. S. S. members in South London,
who was treated with insolence and illegality by Coroner
Wyatt. In reply to Dr. Hunter's question, the Home Secretary
stated that Mr. Robinson' did not apply to affirm on con-
scientious grounds, but simply declined to be sworn. This is
absolutely false, as is proved by the newspaper reports of the
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incident. But when Coroner Wyatt resorts to lying he shows
the wealmss of his position, Probably he will' restrain the
petulance of his bigotry when the next Secular juryman
appears in his court. If he misconducts himself again he
will be put to more trouble.

Mr. Charles Watts, of Toronto, has been giving a course
of 34 lectures in different towns in the United States. He
says he recognised increased attendance of wives, mothers,
and daughters at Secular meetings, and sees signs of “ the
undoubted progress of Freethought views."”

Mr. Charles Watts is expected to arrive at Liverpool by the
Gallia on the third or fourth of July. He is to give three
lectures in the Oddfellows’ Hall on Sunday, July 5. No doubt
he will have a hearty reception.

Of all the collecting cards for the Bradlaugh Memorial
Fund, that of the Hamilton Branch shows the highest amount
—£8. Sunderland holds the second place.

By the way, all the holders of cards should send them
back now (with the amount;collected) to Mr. Forder. Fresh
cards can be obtained if necessary. Individual intending
subscribers are also earnestly desired to forward what they
mean to give as early as possible.

Fund for Assisting Dr. Voelkel, imprisoned for Blasphemy
at Magdeburg:—Two of the Damned, 2s. ; E. Truelove, £1 ;
Bolton Branch— T. Halstead 2s. Gd., T. France Is., J. Mawson
Is., W. Collins Is., C. Atkinson Is., J. F. Hampson Is,, A. C.
Hampson 2s. ; G. Grove, 2s. 6d.; F. Smallman, £1 Is.

“ J. D.,” the London correspondent of the Truthseelcer of
.New York, says : “ Under the supervision of the President,
the National Secular Society is likely to become a larger and
more effective organisation than it has ever been, as Mr.
Foote goes thoroughly into the cause of Freethought, and
evidently intends to leave no stone unturned to make it a far
greater power than he found it. For the sake of the cause
he so ably champions, it is to be hoped he will not take up
with politics more than he does at present, as his time must
soon be so fully occupied with his work that ho will have to
take some of that to devote to political work, with the result
that the National Secular Society will most probably have to
suffer.” -,

“J. D.” may rest assured that Mr. Foote will let nothing
prevent his giving due attention to the National Secular
Society’s affairs.

Prof. B. L. Garner, whose paper on “ The Simian Tongue ”
in the New Review is exciting some attention, may certainly
claim to have thrown new light on the language of apes. By
separating a male and female, and taking their utterances in
a phonograph, he clearly showed they had an intelligent
appreciation of the sounds. When the male heard the voice
of his mate reproduced in the instrument, the expression of
his face was a study. Prof. Garner found that the same word
was always used for milk, and has gone some length in
deciphering their vocabulary.

Under the head of “ Pepper and Salt,” Portsmouth Chat
reproduces some of our “ Acid Drops ” with slight alterations,
though (perhaps prudently) without acknowledgment. We
are glad to be of service to Chat, and still more glad to see
our paragraphs circulating among the general public.

M. Cilwa, of 'Taris, editor of La Vérité, has applied for
permission to translate Mr. Foote’s “ A Virgin Mother "—
No. 13 of Bible Romances—into French, thinking it an
excellent pamphlet to circulate even in the land of Voltaire.
This is the pamphlet that most excited the wrath of Dr. Coit.
What he disapproves seems to commend itself to the public.

Mrs. Thornton Smith spoke successfully at Hetton-le-Hole
on Sunday. The Chester-le-Street friends who attended
brought and distributed some Freethought literature. A
first meeting of this Branch will be held in the Committee
room of the Miners’ Hall on Sunday, June 21.

The Huddersfield Branch holds its annual picnic at Colne
Bridge Pleasure Gardens to-day (June 14). Brakes leave the
Market Place, Huddersfield, at 1.30 p.m. Tea will be pro-
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vided at sixpence per head. Mr. H. Smith, of Farsley, and
other speakers will address the *“ saints” when they are
properly mollified by edibles and souchong.

On Sunday last the Ulster Branch held their first meeting
in their new premises, Crown Chambers Hall, 64 Royal
Avenue, Belfast. The hall is newly finished and seated, and
presents a pleasant contrast from the dinginess of the old
meeting-place, the Abercorn Hall. Mr. John Murphy took
the chair, and in a few appropriate words welcomed the
audience to their new quarters. He then called upon
Gilliland, who read an able and interesting paper on “ The
Advance of Freethought.” There was some criticism, which
was replied to at the end of the discussion.

The first General Meeting of the Liverpool Hall of Science
Company, Limited, will be held to-day (June 14), at 11 in
the Camden Hall. It is of the utmost importance that every
shareholder should attend.

London friends who have any special gift of prayer should
not forget that July 12, the great day of Orange and Catholic
faction fights in Ireland, is the day for the annual excursion o
the L.S.F., and that this year we go by water to Hampt°®»
Court. Return tickets, Is. Gd.; children, lIs.

The steamer “ Snowdrop” is engaged for the L. S F
excursion. She is licensed to carry 453 passengers There
will be music on board, and refreshments supplied by tb8
company'’s contractors. Mr. Foote intends to join the par3
which will doubtless include “ everybody who is anybody-

At the German Conference of Freethinkers at Mannhe»»’
Dr. Buchner occupied the chair. In the evening sitting,
Fulda, of Mannheim, spoke on Charles Bradlaugh. Prol
Rudt spoke on Religion and Science, and Prof. Buchner
Creation and Evolution.

The German Freethought Congress has been held »
Mannheim this year under very depressing circumstanc™
Something like a reign of terror directed against Freethoug
is going on in Germany. Dr. Voelkel is imprisoned for
months, with many other indictments pending against »' ,
Frau Henrich Wilhelmi has been sentenced to two m°n
imprisonment at Halle for blasphemy against God and
Christian Church, and Herr Erth, at Schneeburg, Saxony»
been sentenced to six months’ imprisonment for stating ! [j
the story of the miraculous conception was an inventin'l
the Christian Church.

Encouraged by the persecuting spirit of the young
of Germany, the bigots of Scandinavia are again in fuU Og
In Denmark, Mr. E. Brandes, brother of Georges Brandes,
of the leading literary men of Denmark, has been sente
to two months’ imprisonment for writing against the W,
The editor of the daily paper of Copenhagen has recei
like sentence for “ blasphemy against God the Father.

Despite the many protests against the dastardly b»r u
over of Mr. H. V. Berghell to the Russian authorities, pel 0l
tion still continues in Sweden. A Mr. F. "V. Thom30/.ed
Malmo, has been indicted for blasphemy for having ml
the administration of the holy sacrameant in a local the» ~
performance. The spirit of persecution always burst
afresh when bigots begin to see that their cause is I°st-

D, Felix Adles, who fiftcan years- age esta'b"Shed
Ethical Society of New York, gave a discourse to n " »»
gregation recently before departing on a tour to Engd» pro®
Germany. He is well satisfied with his work and t
pects of his society, and promises to go in for I»rS
upon his return.

thx
oo

In his article in the Nineteenth Century, Profe39°
ofyabiHtvStn°AaSllame” t0 admit with David Hume bis «

Bbvird yprofess® r g xfey Ws right; thelneHesl, of

considerif ' °r a Avine syndicate, is as much enti
person 'P°n 38 tiiat °f ali things being created b] {Or
nolvtbe- FeW pleoPle know how much there is to be s*~ 3
P \ OmH or kow much was said for it not a hundred J
‘0 y Thomas Taylor, a learned modern polytheist.
ret»'T
In Ireland a religious census was taken, and the
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show a decrease of 10 per cent, of Roman Catholics, 5 per
cent, of Episcopalians, with an increase of 13 per cent, of
Methodists, 280 percent, of Jews, and 221 per cent, of those
who refused to enter themselves under any denomination.
We have reason to believe that some put themselves down as
Freethinkers, but of these the number has not yet been
published.

We see from the monthly Bulletin of the French Free-
thought Federation that M. Hubbard, one of the Chamber of
Deputies, gives his opinion that between 220 and 230 deputies
are opposed to the budget des cultes—the subsidies to religious
bodies and to the embassy to the Vatican.

The French Freethought Federation now comprises more
than 150 branches, and intends to actively propagate the
complete separation of Church and State in preparation for
the elections of 1893. If the French Freethinkers would all
;E)(L;ilrI]Eogether they would doubtless succeed in carrying their

Secular Thought describes a debate in Toronto between a
Iceethinker and a Methodist minister who “ admitted that all
kings are not possible with God, that Christ's power was
touted, and that his words are to be interpreted by modern
uonght. The reverend gentleman further granted that
ecularism contained much that was true, that the Church
as been corrupt, that Christianity is not original, and that

ere is not a Christian country in the world.”

, The town of Liberal, Barton County, Missouri, used to
ast that it had neither church nor drinking saloon. Two
a ars ago, however, the Methodists made a good offer to erect
c°uventicle and evangelise the Freethinkers. They were
toitted to settle; but from that day to this, reports Mr.

' D. Walser, they have not made a single convert.

The Rev. W. E. Coller, of Manchester, contributes an
local Congregational Monthly on “ How to Deal
, Ceptics.” Mr. Coller rebukes his Christian brethren
blowing sceptics to remain the victims of unjust laws, he
he °?nces the slightest persecution of them in private, and
tiarft Ses lhe frank discussion of their objections to Ghris-
, There are points in Mr. Coller’'s article from which
the i r°nSly dissent, but we pass them by in recognition of
honorable character of the rest.

fo

\% Heaford, one of our London lecturers, is a man of

reading and independent thought, and a fluent speaker.
Wo aeafor<l Will be on tour in the north of England the last
N&,» 66°3 in August. Sunday, August 16, is fixed for
Sail eSer ' Sunday, 23, for Sheffield ; and Sunday, 30, for
~ e Lancashire and Yorkshire Branches would do well to
Wagj ,etoiselves of Mr. Heaford'’s services on the intervening
Wiights, nis address is 31 Iverrison-road, Battersea,

~Sdon, s.W.

storv Truthseeker G. J. Morris tells a very interesting
0™ how he was converted in Tasmania by Miss Ada
It Wes Freethought lecturess, who is now in America.
?toaVl a sahor, who went to her meeting from hearing that
tog,jei a holic navvies were speaking of stoning her as an
°thera’ f Diet they did throw stones, and the sailor and
'Mhek oimed a guard and saw her home, after a lecture
' as he says, was an eye-opener.
B®h0 to the controversy on “ Apostate priests ” in the
of Anglo Saxon ” points out that while much fuss is
1 ©]? * .conversion or perversion of a few priests to or
*3 of little notice is taken of the fact that num-
tofluen™®.Urnahsts and men of science who are really far more
@itoecti'l ~.an any priests, have been gradually giving up all
°n with dogmatic religion.

eeti ArYgifisiOR> and “ John’'s Nightmare,” numbers
We an'i sixteen of Bible Romances are slightly delayed at
“*«P%;‘.ers. They will be ready for sale on Monday

.L'o
%eefin, f Eastern Secular Federation.—The Annual
pto ‘«ill ~ ~10 Council of the North Eastern Secular Federa-

3toet, toDlee* °n Sunday, June 14, at 3 p.m., at 25 Nelson-
itllUVcaat'ie' On-Tyne, for the election of officers and
rtant business.— Joseph Brown, hon. sec., 86

reet, Bentinck, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
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BLASPHEMOUS CHRISTIANITY.

| can’t exactly say under what circumstances | first set eyes
upon that marvellous effort of journalism which is weekly
issued under the title of the War Cry, whether my morning
rasher was wrapped in it, or whether | picked it up at the
barber’'s. But however | made its acquaintance, | must say
that in the course of time | have grown to regard it with
something more than friendship, even to the extent of adora-
tion for the masterly genius of those engaged in its composi-
tion. | am sure that never had a novelist the power of
romancing equal to that possessed by the young men who
manufacture the War Cry, and the dictionary has yet to be
printed with a command of language to equal that used by
this same devoted band of ink-slingers. To those who really
want to know what the resources of the English language are,
I can give no better advice than that they should regularly
read the official organ of the “ Hallelujah Band.” Beyond
this, however, the perusal of its pages reveals the extent to
which blasphemy can be introduced into alleged Christianity.
The language of the Stock Exchange, worse still the patois
of the racecourse, not to speak of the common or garden
variety of slang, are all pressed into the service, when a
successful meeting at Exeter Hall has to be described, or a
special appeal has to be made to the pocket? of the rank and
file of the legion of Salvation. To describe the general
character of such paragraphs as humbug would be to do them
a great injustice. 1 Humbug, rant, utter bosh, are all terms
which imply a condition of things, which would pale before
* Salvationism ” as a farthing dip would pale before the illu-
minations of Edison and Swan.

Still I read the War Cry sometimes. In the valley of
literary obscurity | delight to contemplate the lofty heights
of metaphorical magnificence to which the War Cry ascends.
It does me good to realise that others may be able to use the
English language in a manner which is so immeasurably
beyond me, and | would as soon read the War Cry as | would
gaze upon a “ Raphael ” or listen to an oratorio of Mozart's,
because | know and feel the presence of superior genius, loftier
conception, and more skilful execution. So whenever my
butcher wraps my matutinal chop in a sheet of this precious
production, | read it and re-read before | light my pipe with
it. It was not so long ago that, in the course of describing
a vis.t of the “ General” to Ireland, one of its contributors
safely delivered himself of the following :

“ A chorus was sung, and, in an instant, the General jumped up
Bible in hand. By this prompt action an object-lesson was con-
veyed to the congregation that the General meant real business
to be done for God. After saying a few words apologetically for
being late, he delivered a most vigorous and interesting address
from the first chapter of Acts, which was listened to with rapt
attention, the audience eagerly drinking in every word. Tears
could be plainly seen chasing each other down the cheeks of
many. Burning truth after burning truth went forth from the
lips of the General with practical effect, and he was exceedingly
helped by the Spirit of the living God, and a great p.veer fell upon
the assembly, and a remarkable feeling was realised in the meeting,
hallowing and and mellowing waves of sanctifying influence came rolling
in upon the people, and. occasionally such exclamations as ‘ Glory
be to God! ‘Hallelujah!” and ‘It's good to be here!” came
forth from the audi mee. For me to describe what was realised
in this meeting would be utterly impossible; scores of souls were
brought into close touch with the warm love =uf Calvary, and
went away with the power of the Spirit upon them.”

The italics are mine. Now perhaps the reader will ap-
preciate with me the beauties of this roundly-abused tongue
of ours, and will agree that perhaps we don't need a
“ Volapuk ” while the Queen’'s English can be so artistically
emploj'ed. But when it is remembered that this was written
in Ireland, a country justly celebrated for the excellence of
its “ spirit,” it is not surprising that the meeting got into
the state described. And when it is stated that the people
“ went away with the power of the Spirit upon them,” but
neglects to say how mauy policemen were necessary per man,
or"to what state the Spirit had reduced them— whether the
jovial, quarrelsome, or blind speechless condition—one
realises that though the War Cry reporters are unapproach-
able in the matter of language, they are certainly neglectful
of details. Surely a word as to what some of them got in
the morning for having got into that condition of spirit over-
night would not have been lost, would it? One naturally
likes to know. But when a Salvationist gets too much of
Ithat spirit, which “ creates hallowing and mellowing waves
of sanctifying influence,” we who know what the effects of
other spirits, unattended by such influences, are, can excuse
such a trifling absence of details. But if Irish whiskey can
produce such awful things a3 these, isn't it time Parliament
prevented its consumption ? I1. D.
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CORRESPONDENCE»

THE CHRISTIAN CROSS.
TO THE EDITOR OP “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— 1 wish most respectfully to object to what is said
in last week’s “ Sugar Plums,” where we are told that “ the
Christian cross was taken from the Egyptian crux ansata,
which was the symbol of life at least two thousand years
before Christianity.” The Christian cross when first adopted
by them was purely astrological. All the Christian priests
were then astrologers. It represented the heavenly circle
quartered or divided into four parts by the solsticial and
equinoxal lines or colors (see Didron’s Christian Icona-
graphy. Mrs. Besant was nearer right twelve years ago in
the Freethinkers' Text-Book, where she says : “ The crucifix
appears to have arisen from the circle of the horizon being
divided into four parts—north, south, east, west,” etc. It
was more properly the circle of the heavens, or zodiac, divided
into four seasons, and the accompanying A and 0, or alpha
and omega, represented the beginning and the ending of the
year. The same cross that Didron gives from the catacombs
is found upon Achaian coins two hundred years before Christ,
which also have the A and 0. The main basis of all the
religions of the Eastern antiquity back to Babylon, four
thousand years ago, was Saebism, or star worship. God was
represented by a star by the Akkadians, and we must put
Phallism, or Nature worship, before this. It is an earlier
form of religion. In ancient Rome, when Christianity first
rose, the dominant religion was Saebism, tinctured with a
remnant of ancient Persian fire worship. What some of the
crosses meant two thousand years before Christ has no bearing
on the question whatever. R. Shaw.

[Mr. Shaw omits the word “ probably,” which appeared in
the “ Sugar Plum ” he quotes, and which might not be out
of place in his own letter.]

LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION.

Council Meeting held at Hall of Science, on Thursday,
June 4, the President in the chair. Present: Messrs. J. M.
Wheeler (Vice-President), Brown, Collins, Courtney, Enderby,
Guest, Heath, Hooper, Lupton, Renn, Rowden, Rowney,
Rutland, Thomas and Turner.— The minutes of the previous
meeting having been read and confirmed, the Secretary pre-
sented financial statement of Stratford Free Lectures, the
result being a slight balance in favor of the Federation. At
the suggestion of the West Ham Branch, the Council was
asked to consider the advisability of a further course of
lectures, but no action was taken thereon.— Arrangements for
excursion were then discussed, and the Secretary instructed
to engage a steamboat for Hampton (calling at Kew); the
price of tickets being fixed at Is. 6d. for adults, children Is.
— The report of the Open-air Committee was received, and
applications for grants referred for consideration. A vote for
a further supply of lecture lists was taken, and some minor
matters dealt with. Mr. Guest gave notice of a motion
relative to the forthcoming Peace Congress ; and the question
of an organised collection for the Hospital Saturday Fund
was considered.— The Council then adjourned.—Edmund
Pownoeby, Secretary.

FUND FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF MR. BRADLAUGH'S
LIABILITIES.

Goo. Cairns, 2s. Gd.; AY. Fletcher, 2s.; John B.
James Fryer, 2s.; G. H. Reed, Gd.; W. Graham,
3d. Il. Smith, Leeds: Miss J. Robon, Is.; James Bennett,
2s. Gd.; John llardisty, 2s.; Samuel Busfield, Is. Per E.
Bowles: Mr. Miller, Is. B. AY, 10s.; A Manchester Visitor to
London, 2s. Gd.; J. Moody (Brisbane), £1 Is. Per L. Trevellion,
£5 Gs. Per J. Avalker (Newcastle), 10s. Cramlington Branch :
A. and J. White, 5s.; A. Shiel, 5s.; Mrs. A. Shiel, 5s.; AY.
Henderson, sen., 5f ; Mrs. Henderson, 5s.; J. M. Charlton, 2s.;
R. Henderson, £1, M. AYettherburn, 5s.; AYm Robson, 4s. 3d.;
T. Robson, 3s.; R. Nichols, 5s.; Wm. Nichol, 5s.; R. Douglas,
2s. Gd.; AY. Holmes, 3s.; J. Robson, Is.; Geo. Smith, 2s.; Jas.
Hulmes, 4s.; AY. J. Bowman, 2s. Gd.; Mrs. AY. J. Bowman,
2s. Gd.; AY. Loader, 2s. Gd.; AY. Bate, Is.; G. Fryer, 2s. Gd.;
An Admirer, Is.; Miss M. J. Fryer, Is.—W. H. Reynolds,
Camplin House, New Cross, London, S.E.

S. Gray, Is.;
Polworth, Is.;

“ What a beautiful child. What an extremely handsome
fellow 1” says the gushing pastor to the lady of the house.
“ Yes, he is a handsome boy, I think.” *“ Oh, indeed he is.
He is the perfect image of his father—the perfect image.
Don’t you think so ?” “ Well, | don’t know. | never saw
his father. We adopted him.”
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THE BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL FUND.

J. R. Sykes, Is.; W. Il. Putz, 2s.; D. Hughes, Is. 3d. Per
W. Heath (card 80): Margetson, 2s. Gd.; Brittain, 2s.;
Klein, 2s.; Heath, 2s.; Gray, Is.; Ligmory, Is.; Barrati, 6a. ;

Lingwood, Gd. ; Stradding, Gd.; Lombert, Gd.; Laddington, Gd.,
Speary, 6d.; A Friend, 2s,; Young, 6d. Per J. Robinson,
(card 110): T. Smith, 5s.; J. Robinson, 5s.; J. Pearse, 5s.;
D. Poarso, 2s.; M. Stitt, 10s. Gd.; H. Stitt, 2s. Gd.; J. Ro°8
2s. Gd.; W. Hyde, 5s.; W.Rann, Is. Per T. Phillips (card IV) =
B. Dawson, 5s. ; E. Fletcher, 5s. ; Unknown, 2s. 6d. ; T. Phillip§
2s. Gd.; W. Phillips, 2s. Gd.; Mrs. Phillips, 2s. Gd. ; G. Lewis,
2s. Gd.; AY. AYoodhall, 2s.; 0. Frost, Is.; R. Hankey, Is. Per
N. Ashworth (card 62): T. Tomlinson, 2s. GJ.; 0. Norman,
2s. 6d.; G. Gordon, Is.; G. AYhittaker, 2s. Gd.; N. Ashwort,
Is. Per J. Partridge: AY. AYood, £1 Is.; J, P, 2s- d.
E. Wright, Is.; J. AYright, Is.; J. Randall, Is. Gd.; Collected
Mr. Foote’s lecture, 14s.; J. Chorley, 2s.; A. MillichaDip,
2s. Gd.; J. H. R, Is. Gd.; Aaronson, Gd. ; W. Groome,,f8
Per C. Watkinson (card 13G): C. AYatkinson, Is.; J. C'1
Is.; J. Ducat, Is.; C. Coppard, Is.; E. Jacquet, Gd.; E. Ash’'
ley, Gd.; T. Brooks, Is.; Il. AYood, Gd.; W. Wood, Gd,;
Tarry, Gd.; A. Baker, Gd.; J. Robinson, Gd.; M. AYells
R. Sturman, Is. ; T. Lowin, Is. ; F. Norris, Gd. ; G. Coppard, 6o.
A. Langridge, Gd. ; AY. Clarkson, £1. Per L. Trevillion (car

148) : Mrs. Trevillion, 10s. ; Mr. Sprako, 10s. ; Mr. Stonely,

Mr. Barnes, 5s. ; Mr. Mumford, 5s.; G. S., 2s. Gd.; J. Daval(
5s.; F. Horn, 2s.; A. Moore, 2s. Gd.; Mr. Clark, 2a; M
Sebright, 2s.; A Friend, 2s. Gd. Por E. Lowe (card 86) =’
Beatie, 2s. Gd. ; J. AYharam, Is.; J. Heap, Is.; R. Gamble)
2s. Gd. Per J. Brumage (card 40) : T. Pearco, 2s. &d. ; J.

drick, 5s.; Mr. Arnott, 5s. Per J. Key (card 94): J. Tod >

Is. Gd.; J. AYhite, 2s. Gd. ; G. Maines, 2s. ; Mary Maines, Is. 3*'1
Isabella Maines, Is.; A. AVhite, 2s. Gd.; AY. Mcwse, Is.!qj
White, 2s.; AY. Milburn, lIs.; J. Key, 2s. Per J. Simp80,
(card 27) : A. Frame, £1 2s.; AY. Burns, £1 ; R. Cambio, 8’
W. Neilson, 5s. ; J. AYalker, 5s.; AY. Muir, 8s.; J. Jack, 4s.;
Ramsey, 10s.; A. Gillespie, 2s. 6d.; J. Terrls 5s.; A !
5s.; AY. Sommerville, £1 ; A. Smith, 5s.; A. Fletcher 2s. ®
A. Clements, 2s. 6d. ; AY. Syme, 10s.; J Sommerville, 2s. 6"’
AY. Campbell, Is.; E. Groove, 2s. Gd—Robt. Forder.

SUNDAY MEETINGS.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesdafi **
te marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.’]

LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station)-
Mr. T. Bolas (Fabian), “ Abolition of Taxes.” Monday, at 8,8 i
gathering, Wednesday, at 8, dramatic class.. Thursday)
discussion. T

Camberwell—61 New Church Road, S.E.: 7.30, Mr. F. J
“ The Basis of Morality.” Js

East London—Swaby’s CoiTee House, 103 Mile End Road m
Mr. J. F. Haines, “ What has Vaccination Done?” ~m

Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C.: 7.30, Mr. G. AV.

* Secularism and Cruelty—a Full Reply to Bishop Jayne.”

AVestbournePark Gymnasium: 3, “ Mr.Bradlaugh.” Str*’»
invited to speak.

West Ham—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow : 7,M11 gt
Coppock, F.C.S., “ Why the Sea is Salt.” Thursday, at
debate.

AVest London—Clarendon «Coffee Ralace, .Clarenden Road (*
to Latimer Road Station): Thursday, at 8, adiourned gdl
meeting.

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA. Mt*
Battersea Park Gates: 11, debate between Mr. AY. H
and Mr. J. Symons on “ The Existence of God.” vref

Bethnal Green (opposite St. John's Church):
thought lecture.

Camberwell—Station Road : 11.30, Mr. J. Fagan, “ The AP
Creed.” t

Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, Mr. F. Tlaslam, “ Bible Storled jalji,

Edmonton (corner of Angel Road): 7, Mr. F.

11.15, a

“ Humanity's Gain from Unbelief.” -RosS™
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, Mr. R [

“ Avhen and Where was Jesus Bjrn?”; 3.30, Mr. A-

“ Modern Science and Modern Thought.” in&i
Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, Mr. AY.

* Christianity and Secularism Compared " AVID

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt,

was Jesus, and what did he Teach ?” 6N
Kllburu—Sallsbury Road (close to Queen’'s Park Stati° 1

Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ God: where and what is it?” fheidl!
Kincsland Green: 11.30, Mr. Il. Hooper, “ Christian

Examined.” ~ rho&M
Lambeth (corner of Belvedere Road, opposite S t .

Hospital), AVestminster Bridge: 6.30, Mr. S. Soddy, “

Church had Power ?” ((» jol ij
Leyton (open space in the High Road, near the

Key”): 1130, Mr. Charles Johnson, “ New Testament ¥ 1
Midland Arches (corner of Battle Bridge Road): <

Stanley Jones, “ God and Man.” -Decaf
Mile End AYaste: 1130 Mr. H. Courtney, “ The

Christianity.” vre. ethQ™ ’

North Finchley (opposite “ The Swan”): 1130, a

lec .
(5?(5‘ Pimlico Pier: 11.30, Mr. AY.J. Ramsey, “ Chri
and Resurrection.”

Pe
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I"eSents Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3.30, Mr. C. J' Hunt,

Chris;ian Sophistry.”

Tottenham (corner of West Green Road):

Christianity and Civilisation.”

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.30, Mr. C. Cohen, “ The

UrCx wiPeot of Religion” ; 3.15, Mr. S. Jones will lecture.

West Ham — Plaistow Green (near the Station): 11,30, Mr.

uretius Keen<" The Origin of Man.”
4i f A Green—Jolly Butcher’s Hill:

Uavid and Sliimei.’

3.30, Mr. C. Cohen,

11.30, Mr. Sam Standring,

COUNTRY.

Crook—35 Gladstone Terrace, Sunniside, Tow Law: 6.30, a
inetting.

Liverpool — Camden Hall, Camden Street: 11, meeting of
Nari-holders in Hall of Science Company; Tontine Society; 7,
n ts s i b i “Heredity: are Acquired Characters Trans-

Alanchester N. S. S., Secular Hall, Kusholme Road, Oxford

ina?’ Saints’: Mrs. Annie Besant, morning, “ Freethought
Atieha” . afternoon, “ Ethics from a Tlieosopliical Stand.
1JU"’; evening, “ Crucified Saviors.”

Jvca3lle-on.Tyne — Nelson Street: 3, fortnightly financial
a | jnff- Debating Society: 7, debate between Mr. J. Wilson
A. Dawson on “ The Existence of God.”
7 ,"rt®outh— Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea:
"Tir. Pinhorne, “ A Chat about Books.”
3«*  —Forester's Hall, West Street: Mr. John M. Robertson,
" Atheism and Conduct” ; 7, “ The Anatomy of Jesus.”
He , ®e® — Hall of Smence Rockingham Street: 7, instru-
,,tal and vocal music by several friends.
°uth Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King Street:
\Unless meeting.
JBpennym°or _ Dundas Street:

ictoria Hall, 6, a business

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

—Shipley Glen (near Ariel Flight):
anSe, “ Why | am Not a Christian.”

3, Mr. John

LECTURERS’

engagements.

?ﬂT D. Moss, 44 Credon Road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.
jjiorni6é morning, Woolwich; afternoon, Finsbury Park; 21,
Clerk g Westminster; evening, Camberwell; 28, morning,

tveli. nt"’eU; afternoon, Finsbury Park. July 5, morning, Clerken-
jijoriliaernoon, Victoria Park; 12, morning, Woolwich; 19,
9 Westminster.

Juneu Bunt>48 Fordingley Road, St. Peter’'s Park, London, W.—
\&il = ’ihorning,Pimlico; evening,Kilburn ; 21,morning,Clerken-
hldg rehing’ Lambeth; 28, morning. Hyde Park ; evening, Ham-
Grijj. July 5, morning, Kingsland Green; afternoon, Regent’s
Cleri;! Morning, Pimlico; evening, Kilburn; 19, morning,
Gg jj ~11; evening, Lambetli; 26, morning, Hyde Park ; even-
»00n Emmorsmith.  Aug. 2, morning, Kingsland Green; after,

omiiri - 62 ts P*trk; 9, morning, Pimlico; evening, Kllburn 16,
PHLj. g>CIerkenweII evening, Lambeth; 23, morning, Hyde
Gg, ¢ Niiin g’ Hammersmith; 30,morning, Camberwell; even.

i'i‘rnhuf'r™°-)iES> 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.—July 5,
~AOhinS! iflaistow Green; 19) morning, Kingsland Green; 26,
~ ' q) Batter:

FROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.’S LIST.

G. W. FOOTE.
wTIANITY and progress .. 0 2
Tfi ItePly to Mr. Gladstone.
SHADOW OF THE SWORD .. 0 2
*tOYa T™Qlal and statistical Essay on War.
paupers 0 2
tho' n’\lhf’7 What Royalty does for the People, and what
Re°ple dO for Boyalty.
BPESANT'S theosophy .. 0 2
IBi03 r|| Can|I|I1 Crltmlsm
secularism ... o 2
Hlp -KjE Uejomder to Mrs. Besant.
Vi CAGLIOSTRO  .......... 0 2
ilypen Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
Tn AP?2fAS CHRIST ? i 0 2
WAS j ATEMST A SO o 0
NJESUS INSANE ? il s 0 1
Piop®ioidiinS inquiry into the mental condition of the
of Nazareth.
~ G-w. FOOTE and W. F. BALL.
ANrw?013001* FOR FREETHINKERS
Sup’V INQUIRING CHRISTIANS ...
SoLi ?r edition, incloth 2 0

Eibi alsoln.separate.parts as follows—
2 TheSOWineglieiomme . 04
' . ontradictions are printed in parallel columns,
ot S i o wenesisto ReveTation,
lieadi;,. enCy and strikingly arranged, with approprlate
5 senteugg3 Swing the point of each absurdity in a

ConAtr?c
Heve] ammg aII the godly wickedness from Genesis to

By refe”j iEacll infamy has a separate headline for

The Freethinker.
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4. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies .. 0 4

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Vol.I. Cloth ... 2 6
Hundred of exact References to Standard Authorities.
No pains spared to make it a complete, trustworthy,
final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL.
MISTAKES OF MOSES 10

Superior edition, incloth ... 16
Only Complete Edition published in England
DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT .. 0 6
Five Hours' Speech at the Trial of C. B. Reynolds
for Blasphemy.
REPLY TO GLADSTONE e 0 4
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
ROME OR REASON ? Reply to Cardinal Manmng 0 4
FAITH AND FACT, Reply toRev. Dr. Field . 0 2
GOD AND MAN. Second Reply to Dr.Field 0 2
THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION @i 0 2
A Discussion with Hon. F. D. Courdert and Goy. S. L.
Woodford.
ART AND MORALITY ... 0 8
DO | BLASPHEME? e 0
THE CLERGY AND COMMON SENSE .. .. 09
THE GREAT MISTAKE .o 01
LIVE TOPICS et 01
MYTH AND MIRACLE .ot 0 1
REAL BLASPHEMY 0 1
SOCIAL SALVATION e 0 2
THE DYING CREED . 0 2
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH ., 0 2

IA Niaiand Greatlg fnlarged Editioi of

By C. W FOOTE.

1. The Creation Story (2d.) 8. The Wandering Jews (1d)
2. Eve and the Apple (Id). 9. Baalam’s Ass (1d.)

3. Cain and Abel (1d.) 10. God in a Box (ld.)

4. Noah’s Flood (2d.) 11. Jonah and the Whale (1d)
5. Tower of Babel (I1d.) 12. Bible Animals (I1d.)

6. Lot's Wife (1d.) 13. A Vigin Mother (2d.)

7.

14.

The Ten Plagues (1d.) The Resurrection (2d.)

LOVE THE REDEEMER

With reference to Count Tolstoi's “ Kreutzer Sonata,”
and his views on Christianity, Love, the Family,
and Civilisation.

By R. G. INGERSOLL.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
Price Id. Price Id.
A LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS.

THE EEY. HUGH PEICE HUGHES’S

CONVERTED ATHEIST

By G. W, Foote.

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire to see this
pious fraud exposed as widely as possible.

SALVATION SYRUP,

OB,
LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND.
A Reply to GENERAL BOOTH

m By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
For distribution—One Dozen Is. Cd.,postage 3d.

CENTENA(;QDY EDITION

THE RIGHTS OF MAN

By THOMAS PAINE.
With a Political Biography by J. M. Wiieeleh.

Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, 2s.
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READY ON MONDAY, JUNE 15.

THE CRUCIFIXION

JOHN'S NIGHTMARE -

BEING NOS. XV. AND XVI.

PAGAN

AND

OF

By G. W. FOOTE.

[June 14, 1891.

“ BIBLE ROMANCES.

MYTHOLOGY

R THE WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS.

Price One Shilling.

BY

LOUD BACON.

Price One Shilling-

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

NOW READY.

THE RESURRECTION.

NO. XIY.

Price Twopence.

THE

FAMILY LIMI

Is. 6d. per doz . post free.

For further Particulars «end «tamped director,
<nvelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.L
By Dr. T. R. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London,W
0/the Author, for Postal Ordtrfor li 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infanoy;
Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing:
Light; Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure of
Disease ; Constipation ; Biliousness; Eczema ; Black-
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness «Coughs and Colds;
Chest CormMaints « Deafness ; Thread Worms; Long
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, <

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vo Il
Of the Author, for Postal Orderfor 1*. 2d.
Containing Articles on: The Healing Power of

Nature,; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent
Health] Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea
Delusion; 8alt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness ; Want of Energy, &c.; Health Hints for Workers,
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Di-
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, Ac.

EDICAL ESSAYS- Vol.in,
PottfreMrom %‘EAUEIOI?OF order tor Is. 2d

It oontains Articles on Health and Wealth; No
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air,
and How to Get It; The Management of Young
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast
tng; Perfect Foods; Green Foods; Suppers; Un-
suspected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ;
Sea Bathing, &. HOW-—to Eat Properly; to Eat
A jt; to Judge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe
Properly; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; | Live: to
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and
Cure of the following Diseases: Stomach Troubles,
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boil« and
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens, B~y
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis-
eases Produced by taking Mercury.

No House is Complete without these Wo*ks.
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which
Volume you require.

~wW AW riN G
DISEASE.
Everybody likes it who read« It.
Of the Author, for Postal.order for Ir. Id.

tIIHEUMATl!)gSl%/Ifi_ééI'S CAUSE ANDCURE

PAMPHLELS FOR YOUNG MEN.
ottfree 13 stamps.

Ok, THE

STANTON, the People’« Dentist. 835 Strand (oppo-
alte'Someraet House)—TEETH on VULCANITE,
2a. 6d. eacn, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 4s.
each, upper or lower, £2, completed In four hours
whan required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above they are fancy
~hargea. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18c.
ﬁf*lssﬁ; «topping, 2« 6d. extraction, Is. painless
A«

BEING '
OF

By G. W. FOOTE.

THE ESSENCE [is

OF RELIGION

GOD THE IMAGE OP MAN
MAN’'S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE
THE LAST AND ONLY SOURCE OF
RELIGION.

By LUDWIG FEUERBACH.

«N o one has demonstrated and explained
che purely human origin of the idea of God
better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” —Buchner.

« | confess that to Feuerbach | owe a
iebt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling
about in uncertainty for the ground, and
finding everywhere shifting sands, Feuer-
bach cast a sudden blaze in the darkness
rnd disclosed to me the way.”—Rev. S
Baring-Gould.

15 SOCIALISM SOUND?

Uerbalim Report of Four Nights' Debate

between
ANNIE BESANT
G. W. FOOTE.

PRICE ONE SHILLING.
<wperior Edition, in Cloth, Tino Shillings.

PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLETS.

Price Id. each, by post I£d. ; the thirteen post free
for Is 4d.

Agnosticism and Immortality. By Samuel Laing.
Humanity and Dogmi. By Amos Waters.

Wh%t I'ghe Old Testament” Says About Itself. By
ulian.

The Old Testament Unhistoric and Unscientific. By
The Four Gospels. By Julian.

The Subject of the Four Gospels By Julian.

The Noble Path. By F. J. Gould.

Miracles Weighed in the Balance. By F. J. Gould.
Our Brother Christ. By F. J. Gould.

The Immortal Bible. By F. J. Gould.

Agnosticism Writ Plain. By F. J. Gould.

Why | Am a Freethinker. B¥] Agnosco.

Darwinism and Religious Thought. By Frederick

Millar. . o
Special Terms to Societies.

London : Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s Court,
Fleet Street, E.C.

1117 ATl “TnE MALTHUSIAN HERALD.”
I\}/ Ejllo|\ U Contgins a Report 6? the Igiscuss?on

between Dr. Allinson and Mr. A. F. Hills on Sexual
Morality (lllustrated)—An Article on the Great Social
Problem (the only practical solution)—Hints and
Suggestions to the Unmarried—Hints and Sugges-
tions to the Married—L.ist of reliable Specialities, etc.
One Penny, of Newsagents everywhere Publisher: It
Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C. Spe-
cimen copy. Id., from F. E. May, Harlesden Grove,
London, N.W.

“BIBLE ROMANCES.”

Price Twopence.

TO MARRIED PEQPLE. ji
A N Illubtrated List of Malthusian Specialities

be forwarded Iger return of post on recelftiQ
ono penny stamp. Davies, Chemist, 101 Park B
Leeds.

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE'S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” p.
“ Wife's Handbook,” p. 51. i

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15
ti()

well Street, Clerkenwell,
2s. doz., post free (reduction in larger Qua’\Loofl3
For partic%lars sents stamped enveloptge. I—%éng
e, with vertical and reverse current,
[ and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrcv s Powder.
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Malta“ jft
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of
tion” and “ Wife's Handbook,” 7]d. each,
—W. J. Rendell (J. Pullen, successor), 13 Cha
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Syrin
2

- ane
mHE STRIKE OF A SEX: or, Woman on e ,»
~ Against the Male Sex for Better Condi*0 "3
Life (a Novel) should be read b% everg ad*
most advanced book ever published. Sent P°8(d3
on receipt of eight penny stamps by W. H.
Publisher, New Cross, London, S.E.

POPULATION LIMITATION.—Practical I""/2*
tions. Allbutt, Besant, Owen, Knowlw” Qi
each; lists Id.; all post free. Fishkr, KobniffA~-"

MO FREETHINKERS, Ladies and
J~ requiring Superior Cut FAIRMENIR at

rices. = First-class Style and Fit Guarant

. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Groat Castlo *: w®' N
lhree doers from Regent Street. [Patron»®

leading Freathinkers.j

"OLACKPOOL .—Apartments, with or witnou”,
Good cooking and cleanliness guarant

view. Mrs. Butterfield, 23 Bank Street.

B LACKPOOL.—Apartments for visitor»- gtrel
home comfort. 2 Edward street, Ta
Luke Beaumont (late of Milnsbridge), *r

The Impossible Creed-

An Open Letter to the
BISHOP OF PE 1EItBOROUH.

Price q’wopen%é/. G. . FOOTEPrice Ry

ML KOES

By AMEY. "
Cabinet Size. One ShibIR®
I'ost free, ca'efully packed, Is-

IMPERIAL SIZE. VERY FUIgr
three shillings

Postfree, Ss. Sd.

Printed and Published by G. Y /iU *

2% Stonecutter-street, London,



