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A REAL MIRACLE.

Itis a common belief among Protestants, though not
|m°ng Catholics, that the age of miracles is past.
*°r along time it has been very difficult to find a
?eal case of special providence. There are stories
attoat of wonderful faith-cures, and the followers of
«olm Wesley, as well as the followers of William
°°tb, often shake their heads mysteriously, and
jlled to trace the hand of God in certain episodes of
Heir experience. But such cases are too personal,
too subjective, to challenge criticism or inquiry.
investigating fkem like exploring a cloud. There
nothing tangible for the mind to seize, nothing to
and by as the basis of discussion. What is wanted
areal objective miracle, a positive fact. Happily
k, . a miracle has come to the aid of a distressed
ristianity; it is worth tons of learned apologetics,
will give “ the dying creed ” a fresh lease of life.
Unfortunately the world at large is in gross igno-
nee of this astonishing e,vont. Like the earthquake,
nt ,ec"PS0>an(l the wholesale resurrection of saints
thO crucifixion of Christ, it has excited very little

Ic attention.  But this dense apathy, or Satanic
NoEgpiraCy O£ silence must not be allowed to hide a
Pah?-0?8 truth. We therefore do our best to give it
wn iqifﬁ>a'l'thm’g'h in fioing so we are blasting our

lio ioundations; for we belong to a party which
S that it seeks for truth, and we are ready to

“ Let ti'utL prevail though the heavens fall.””

‘n N ourreaders will remember the late accident

and ° khigfS'ton line at Norwood. A bridge collapsed,
gre ,° y the driver's presence of mind averted a
ohv- loss of life. Of eaurse the driver did his
elo °B and presence of mind is not uncommon
thgSa to be miraculous. But that does not exhaust
be Matter. The driver (Hargraves) is perfectly sure
NabitCGe'Ve(™ NM'VIQQ assistance, He is a man of pious
dov S . H® never leaves his house without kneeling
mie "Mtk his wife and imploring God’s protection.
aaotheVer SIOPS on the engine without breathing
Piety °r Prayer- On the morning of the accident his

begy .~as in a state of unusual excitation. Ho
preg,j Kkis wife to “ pray all that day ”— which we
he 4id, with intervals for refreshment; and

his fr° k 'lown himself in tho passage before opening
[ho b°r* 200r* When the accident happened ho put
<log t0d,° on and dried “ Lord, save us,” and accord-
by e tho Christian World “ it has since been stated
PuUe™Porfc engineers that no train was ever bofore
A car™ *n Suc” a sh°rt distance.”

ald n, PIng critic might prosume to ask the names
ASht air<i9ses of these “ expert engineers.” llo
I"ancV & ~ave the temerity to inquire tho precise
'hstangQ -n w”]ch the train was pulled up, tho shortest
the 111.'which other trains have been pulled up,

( and velocity of tho train in each case.
trako] also nieanly suggest that putting on tho
°cut part if3 kttle as possible to Providence. For
««tici  *however, we will not pursue such hyper-
" It is applying to a miracle a test which it

' >4
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is not fitted to stand. Something must be left to
faith, something must be reserved from reason, or the
stoutest miracle would soon fall into a galloping con-
sumption. The man in whom a pious disposition
counteracts tho restless play of thought, will not
demand absolute proof; he will only require an
encouraging amount of evidence; and he will duti-
fully lift his face and hands to heaven, exclaiming,
“ Lord | believe, help thou mine unbelief.”

The line we shall follow is a different one. With-
out questioning the miracle, we venture to ask why
it was not more complete. Lives were saved, but
several persons were injured. Was this due to the
fact that Hargraves’' prayer was not sufficiently above
proof? Did the Lord answer the prayer according to
its insensity ? Was there a sceptic in the train who
partially neutralised its effect? Or did the Lord
proceed on the method favored by priests, preventing
the miracle from being too obvious, but giving the
incident a slightly supernatural appearance, in order
to confirm the faith of believers without convincing
tho callous sceptics, whose deep 6in of incredulity
places them beyond “ the means of grace and the
hope of glory ?’

Nor are these questions exhaustive. Very much
remains to be said. It appears that the Norwood
bridge collapsed through a secret flaw in the iron-
work. Could not the Lord, therefore, in answer to
Hargraves’' prayers— which surely extended to the
interests of his employers— have inspired one of the
Company’s engineers with the notion of some un-
soundness in the structurel This would have saved
a good deal of property, and many passengers from
suffering a shock whose effects may haunt them
for years, and perhaps send them to untimely
graves ? Might not the Lord have cleared the road-
way below, knocked down the bridge in the night, and
brought some one to see the collapse who could have
carried the tidings to the signalmen? Certainly
there seems a remarkable want of subtlety in the
ways of Providence. It looks as though the Deity
heard a prayer now and then, and jerked out a bit
of miracle in a more or less promiscuous manner.

What has happened to Providence since the Bible
days ? Miracles then were clear, convincing, and
artistically rounded. You couldn’t possibly mistake
them for anything else. Baalam’s ass, for instance,
was not a performing “ moke ” ; it does not appear
to have known a single trick; and when it opened
its mouth and talked in good Moabitish, the miracle
was certain and triumphant. In the same way,
the Norwood miracle might have been unadul
terated with the usual operations of nature,
The bridge might have collapsed as the train
approached, driver Hargraves might have said his
prayer, tho train might have leapt across the chasm,
picked up the connection on the other side, and
pursued its way to Brighton as if nothing had hap-
pened. But as the case stands, Providence and the
safety-brako act together, and it is difficult to decide
their sharos in the enterprise. Further, the miracle
is sadly mixed. Any human being would have
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planned it better, and made it stand out clearly and
firmly.

This Norwood miracle, however, seems the best
obtainable in these days. It is a minute return for
all the prayers of the clergy, to say nothing of pious
engine-drivers; a miserable dividend on the gigantic
investment in supernaturalism. We pity the poor
shareholders, though we must congratulate the
directors on the large salaries they draw from the
business. We also pity poor old Providence, who
seems almost played out. Once upon atime he was in
fine form ; miracles were as common as blackberries;
Nature seldom got an innings, and Jeh ovah was all over
the field. But nowadays Nature seems to have got the
better of him. She scarcely leaves him a corner for
his operations, and what little he does (if he does
anything) has to be done in obscurity. Poor old
Providence, we fancy, has had his day. His vigor

is gone, his lively fancy has degenerated into
moping ineptitude, the shouts of millions of
worshippers cannot stimulate his sluggishness
into any more effective display than this Nor-
wood miracle. Most sincerely® we offer him
our condolence as the sleeping partner in the

business of religion. By and bye we may offer our
condolence to tho active partners, the priests of all
denominations, who still flourish on a prospectus
which, if once true, is now clearly fraudulent. When
their business dwindles, in consequence of a failing
supply of good supernatural articles, they will only
live on the price of actual deliveries, and a Norwood
miracle will hardly afford six of them a mouthful

apiece. G. W. FOOTE.
BIBLE LIES.

“ Lies” is a good, strong Saxon term for wilful and

deliberate misrepresentations. Fortunately, the

majority of the errors and imperfections of the Bible
are not of this description. When we are told of the
creation of grass upon the earth before the existence
of tho sun, this is an error duo merely to tho igno-
rance of tho narrator. It is true he may bo blamed
for writing confidently of that whereof he was igno-
rant, yet it may be contended in his behalf that false
conjectures havo served as exercises for the mind,
and even stimulated the discovery of truth. Nor
must we take the many narratives of miracles as
entirely the offspring of deception. In a credulous
age such stories abound, and pass from mouth to
mouth with additions, without any conscious inten-
tion of deceiving. Only when, as in the case of
Jesus, certain wondrous events aro said to have hap-
pened, “ that tho prophecy might bo fulfilled,” we
cannot but suspect that but for tho prophecies tho
miracles might not havo been alleged. Ilad not the
Israelites been said to havo been fed by manna in
tho wilderness under Moses, wo might not have heard
of the miraculous® feeding by Jesus. But for the
prior story of Elijah restoring tho widow’s son at
Zarephath, should we havo heard of tho parallel
occurrence at' Nain ? It is difficult to acquit Matthew
of deliberately inventing the story of the virgin birth,
tho slaughter of tho innocents and the flight to Egypt,
seeing how ho attempts to make these events fulfil
misapplied pre yhecies. Yet such stories were part
of the myths current about many legendary heroes,
and are more properly termed “ myths” than false-
hoods.

All early history is involved in fable; nor is it
always easy to disengage fact from fiction. The
wonderful story of Samson— how ho took three hun-
dred foxes and tied their tails together, how ho slew
thousands with tho jawbono of an ass, and how his
strength lay in his hair—is more properly described
as mythical than mendacious. It is possible these
were orginally stories of a sun-god. But tho confines
° falsehood aro dangerous approached in describing
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the enemies of Samson as Philistines— tho early in-
habitants of Palestine and the hereditary enemies of
the Jews. The statements about the abominations
of those whom they slaughtered and dispossessed
must also be received with caution. Tho disgusting
story of the incest of Lot and his daughters seems
merely invented to cast odium on the ancestry of the
Moabites and Ammonites.

When we are told that an angel of the Lord slew
one hundred and eighty-five thousand Assyrians in
one night (Isaiah xxxvii., 36), we may perhaps credit
that this was possibly the Jewish way of describing
a pestilence. But when we are told that Abijah and
his people slew at once “ five hundred thousand
chosen men” (2 Chron. xiii.,, 17), or that twenty'
seven thousand were slain by the falling of a wan
(1 Kings xx., 30), or that fifty thousand and seventy
of the village of Bethshemesh were slain for looking
into Jahveh’s travelling trunk (1 Sam. vi., 19), what
can we call the statements but big, bouncing»
bragging lies? The stories of David’'s immense
wealth, of tho gold and silver of tho tomplo, and 0
Solomon’s forty thousand stalls of his horses for his
chariots (1 Kings iv., 26), aro of tho same fabulou5
description. ,

It was probably the same vaunting spirit whw
led to the legends of the long lives of tho patriarc
and of the wondrous prowess of their heroes, Shamg"
slaying six hundred Philistines with an ox-gail ’
Gideon with throe hundred men defeating an arnJ
of Midianites “ like grasshoppers for multitude/ e

National vanity gives rise to such exaggerate
and perversions of the truth. But we can see W
Bible that caste vanity and selfishness are also at
bottom of many of its stories. The eartbqua”
swallows up Korah, Dathan and Abiram, J!1f
their wives, sons, and little children. ™ y
Because they disputed tho authority of iVioscs
Aaron, from whom the priestly writers derived n
authority. Ascribing to the Lord the laws on w
they founded their own pretensions to tithes,to =
best parts of animals sacrificed, and to special 1/ gy
nities, may, | think, fairly be ascribed to pfl O0f
fiction, by which | do not mean that tho record™ ~
the laws were the same porsons as their inventor-»
only that in their origin they wero inventions. N

The story how forty-two little children were tor
she-bears, after they insulted tho prophet of the *
is evidently dictated by tho same spirit. * ~r
recently been taken to task by a corresponded
putting it that God destroyed them. This, | ,0q
is the fair inference from the narrative. It ifort*
when Elisha went up to Bethel, “ there cam t, jje
little children out of tho city and mocked him-~ »
turned back “ and cursed them in tho name .70
Lord. AnNd there came forth two sho-bears out i;
wood, and tare forty and two children of theim ” jp
this does not'mean that tho children were s cN€
consequence of their action and tho prophet
it is certainly well calculated to inspire thatl™-Ok

Similarly | say that tho story of Jesus f°UI' AWoO™
Church on Peter, and saying to him, “ whatsoov .
shalt bind on earth-shall--bo--boundi Ninh &Y
whatsoever thou shalt looso on oarth shall be /msiS
in heaven,” if not a direct invention in the 1 E<%
of tho Church, is certainly woll calculated
that purpose. If not a lio, it looks like

PREFERRED TO BE WITH PApA*

One of tho best children’s bon mots is told by*a
bookmaker in town. His little daughter was
parlorful of company when bedtime came, and . 1
against having to leave Sho threw herself on th %fll\ \4
down, and kicked and screamed. *“ Como, S&d
N . . Don'ty °> 1!

bo a good little girl, now, and go to bed. 1 o os y
what mamma has always told you—if you men 29
girl you can't go to beaxen?” *“1 dont " |nages®
heaven,” said tho child ; ! want to go where paP
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GODS AND THEIR ORIGIN.
By J. P. Richakdsost.

(From the “ Independent Pulpit.”)

The great Alvan Clark telescope, mounted at the Lick
observatory in California, looks into space to an extent of
®ore millions of miles than the mind can clearly com-
prehend. It finds new worlds in process of formation;
Irom the first aggregation of matter in the Debula, a little
nucleus, obeying the law of all matter, whirling amid the
oosmic dust and drawing all particles within its influence,
growing as our earth has grown, and destined to go
«Trough the same phases that she has experienced. It
hnds old worlds dying out and going to decay; and it
“nds worlds in all the processes between these two
extremes; but it finds no God, nor any place or room for
°?e’ The great whi'e throne vanishes like a dream of the
Dight, and the towers of the New Jerusalem flee away like
°nr “ castles in Spain.” Nothing is found within the scope
0L vision through the great instrument, but matter and its
Properties.
The microscope opens to our sight the wonders of the
jfivisible world, down to its minutest organisation ; discovers
0 us the composition of that life-fluid that supplies the
finding materials to all organised life, and traces it through
network from arteries to veins, depositing the nutrition
Carries, wherever it may be needed to repair the waste
by expended force, or natural action. It detects
=«ogle cell of protoplasm that through chemical action
De Julies itself and takes form in an organised and inde-
the °t being. It searches the rocks and metals, and finds
ji. saine law of chemical action prevailing throughout all
Tw IfT" 'D ~le f°rmaf'on of crystals as in the growth of
Jij , Or ke more complex arrangement of fibre in animal
fO r . "fit with all its revelations it finds no God, or place
T all'0l’ DOr can any use or_nee”™ “or sucb a being
Pert *ae economy of nature. It finds matter and its pro-
n'Aa an<™absolutely nothing else,
ther as”s *be theologian, “ how can matter exist, unless
pro0 wa3 a God to create it; and how can matter have any
«W n 168 without a God to declare what those properties
thenm. < In answering these questions | might claim
anoth VI'6”™e *Ye universal Yankee, to answer by asking
e*istpt,r’ °r Severa* questions. How does it account for the
existGnee uratter, which we know exists, to suppose the
N e*Ce cf a being of whom we have no knowledge ?
vy SUes.'t s°lve the mystery of the existence of matter
hein Basing the existence of a still greater mystery, a
th£t¥ 10 bad HE Breatsr ® 15 it not as easy to believe
self.exj .> with all its properties, is infinite and eternal-
>asij,7 —as it is to believe that it had a maker who
the jDfnlte ar>d eternal— self-existing ? We readily assume
dfficmtnity °l time and space, because it is a greater
eQiini> " *w believe that either has a beginning point, or an
Cdfitre  The universe has been described as having its
could ®/erywhere and its circumference nowhere. If we
and tra?rt “rom 1b0 earth with the speed of a cannon ball
to the 'e I°r a thousand years, we would still be no nearer

tjj

"vr|d °n(l of the universe than when we started. Old
R Would be going out of sight behind us, and new
>1d'® ‘ :

Wont, % 8 g Thus it is

|3-ioGE15°r Vs to believe in infinite extension in space than it
beyond Ce*v° a stopping place where there should be nothing
®ficces] 10 a,so as to time, which has been said to be the
a.time ?') events- It is impossible for us to conceive of
2ifite8 r 6n events WM mett KINDOW each bl ¥r when
otker. j,I0llr9>days and years did not come, one after the

time | 19 ,rue that these are but artificial measurements

~Mifieivo 'bey represent a real succession, and wo ¢can
Miere % tune, either in the past or in the future,
Ifieref0 ere '9 not such a succession. It is reasonable,
sPfiCe; ' ’'o believe that time is infinite and eternal, as is
b°t tnatto '~.1'me and space are infinite and eternal, why
j~fiJandn.~k a" its properties? It needs no God to
J? contact m'O<%est°ne should attract iron ; that an acid,
j at com} 'I'b alkali, should produce an effervescence ;

re?2e jn ~tion should produce heat; that water should
rM lhaf « 10 hemisphere that is turned away from the sun,

All lIce should melt in the one that is turned towards
m "fiture things happen in consequence of the law
feeaa fiot when we speak of the law of nature, we

Station of GOommand of a being or power, but the mani-
a force inherent in matter itself, which could
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not act otherwise though all the gods that man has ever
imagined had commanded the contrary.

Science has demonstrated the universality of matter, and
the equal universality of force as a property of matter, a
part of matter itself, its very nature and essence—a qualify
without which it could not be matter. Whenever two
particles of matter come together a change takes place,
which we call a chemical action, and they take a new form
and character through one of the manifestations of this
universal force. This union matter and force contains the
potency of all the phenomena of nature. Life itself, from
the formation of the crystal in the rock, up through the
vegetable kingdom, where it expands every leaf and opens
every flower, to the more complex organisation of animal
life, and finally man, is but the action of this universal force,
this all-pervading chemical action. Thought is but a mani-
festation of the same force, a result of chemical action in
the brain. All the forms of electricity, light, heat, motion,
as well as thought, are but different forms, different mani-
festations of this one universal force ; and modern science
has found out how to convert one into the other. As we
have found no room for God in the universe, so we find no
need for him in the operations of nature.

“ But,” again asks the theologian, “ does not the almost
universal belief in a supreme being prove that somewhere
such a being exists ?” On the contrary, | answer : it only
proves the almost universal prevalence of ignorance. The
gods were born of ignorance, and go where you will, in
any part of the world, you will find that faith in super-
natural beings isin exact proportion to the popular ignorance.
It is in the most enlightened countries, where science and
art have achieved their highest triumphs, that scepticism
most abounds. It is minds like Humboldt, Darwin, Haeckel,
Huxley and Tyndall that have entirely thrown off all faith
in the supernatural. It was before the dawn of civilisation,
that man conceived the notion of gods. When man was
but a naked savage, but little above the wild beasts that
surrounded him, he saw the operation of forces of whose
nature he knew nothing. The movement of the sun, moon
and stars ; the cataract, the tornado, the earthquake and the
volcano attracted his attention and aroused his fears and
excited his hope. As far as he could see, they were self-
moving and seemed to be actuated by dispositions good or
bad, according to their influence upon him and his interests.
Fear and hope prompted him to appeal to them by prayers,
such as might influence such a being as himself— flattery to
secure their good will, and supplication to turn away their
wrath. Then came cunning men who pretended to be
favorites of these superior powers and to be able to influence
them. Men, in their ignorance and fear, were ready to
give credence to any one who promised to protect, or
intercede for them, and thus a priesthood was formed,
whose interest it was to prevent men from acquiring a
knowledge of the true nature of those powers they so much
feared and dreaded. Then a system was formulated and
theology became a trade, or profession ; priests monopolised
all knowledge and cursed all outsiders who attempted to
learn anything beyond what they chose to teach. It was
the tree of knowledge, you know, that was forbidden to
Adam and Eve, and its fruit is still forbidden to men, as far
as priests can make it so.

Behind the veil of the temple, that screened the “ holy
of holies” from the gaze of the common herd, the priests
observed the motions of the heavenly bodies and constructed
an astronomical theology which they taught to men by
allegory, personifying the powers of nature and representing
them as Gods, with the feelings, passions and weaknesses
of human beings. The broad expanse of the sky became
the All-seeing God, the great All-father, “ whose tender
mercies were over all his works ” literally. The sun that
came to dispel the darkness of the night and dissipate the
clouds and storms—personified as evil spirits—became the
savior of the world. Born on the 25th of December, the
time when he commences to rise from his lowest depression
in the winter, he calls his twelve disciples, personifying the
twelve signs of the zodiac, and begins his work casting out
the devils of cold and storm, and bringing light and life to
regenerated nature. He starts the sap in the vine, ripens
it in the grape and thus literally turns water into wine.
Up pursues his course through the signs of the zodiac,
performing appropriate miracles in each one and finally
descends into the grave of winter, after having been
crucified on the cross, where his track in the zodiac crosses
the equator. But he is bound tojrise again and go up in
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the heavens to repeat the process of saving the world from
the death of cold, storm and arrested vegetation.

But where is the third person inthe trinity of Gods, the
holy ghost? The very word in its etymology tells us
what it is. It signifies nothing but the wind and the word
spirit has almost the same significance. If it was pro-
nounced the gust, or the holy gust, it would convey to our
ears exactly the meaning it had in the minds of men two
thousand years ago, when they supposed “ it blew where
it listed, and no man knew whence it came or whither it
went.” We know now all about it, but that does not pre-
vent our priests from talking solemnly about the holy gust.

(To be continued).

THEY WANT INGEBSOLL.

The members of the senior class of the school of law of
Cornell University are highly indignant over the recent action
of the faculty in vetoing the decision of the class to invite
Colonel Bobert G. Ingersoll to deliver the annual address
before the students of the school of law during commence-
ment week.

Some time ago the faculty asked the members of the senior
class to select the lawyer whom they wished to deliver the
annual address. A few days later a meeting was called for
the purpose of selecting a speaker. The class unanimously

voted to invite Colonel Ingersoll, and so reported to the
faculty. The decision of the class was at once vetoed by the
faculty, Professor Charles A. Collin, Governor Hill's legal

advis r, being foremost in opposing the action of the class.

The seniors have hardly recovered from the surprise occa-
sioned by Professor Collin’s opposition to Ingersoll. Professor
Collin excuses his action by saying that Ingersoll was “ an
advocate—not a great lawyer.” Professor Collin has always
been considered a very liberal man in his religious views, but
the spirit of orthodoxy, it seems, is permeating the University
owing to the recent establishment of the School of Philosophy.

The law seniors feel very sore over the decision of the
faculty, and as yet no other person has been selected to
deliver the commencement address.

ACID DROPS.

On the cold weather with which our heavenly father has
thought fit to afflict us this May, a correspondent of the
Daily News mentions a legend in South-east Devon that St.
Dunstan was the inventor of beer—or, at any rate, a great
brewer— and that he sold himself to the Devil on condition
that his Satanic Majesty should blight the apple trees, and so
stop the production of the rival drink, cider. It was, how-
ever, stipulated that the blight should be accomplished in
three days, which were the 17th, 18th and 19th of May, St.
Dunstan’s Day being the last of these. The cold wave has,
however, extended a good bit beyond St. Dunstan’s Day this
year.

The Memoirs of that versatile genius, Lawrence Oliphant,
by Mrs. Olipbant, tell how he fell under the influence of the
Ber. T. L. Harris, a sort of Swedenborgian seer and teacher
of occult mysteries. Oliphant learned the lesson of self-
sacrifice so well that in a very short time ho had placed all
he possessed in his master's hands, and his mother had done
much the same thing. Indeed, the discovery of one of this
lady’s sacrificed rings on the finger of another lady in whom
the Prophet happened to be particularly interested, first
suggested the suspicion that the Prophet might possibly be
a humbug in his spare time. Oliphant, though a mystic,
saw through the humbug of Blavatskyism, and his paper on
* The Sisters of Thibet” is a smart satire on the nonsense of
Esoteric Buddhism.

To those who have read the whole of the published cor-
respondence between Mdme. Blavatsky and Mdme. Coulomb,
or even the mention of it in The New Cagliostro, there is not
much novelty in the account of Mdme. Blavatsky's exposure
now being given in the British Weekly by Professor G. Pat-
terson. Certainly he supplies additional evidence of his care
in ascertaining that the letters were genuine. That they
were all handed to him within the space of fourteen hours
strongly corroborates this. But indeed their genuineness
can only be disputed by those who are prepared to believe
that Mdme, Coulomb is not only a most audacious forger,
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but that she could invent so extraordinary a character as the
letters reveal that of the foundress of Theosophy to have
been.

Those who have not seen the letters in question will fin®®
Professor Patterson gives sufficient evidence to irretrievably
damage Mdme. Blavatsky’s character for honesty. The only
question is why he did not re-open the question in England
while Mdme. B. was alive. For our part, we think that
lady’s Theosophic career has been pretty well exposed. The
chief point remaining to be investigated is her connection
with the Bussian secret service ; for this, after all, casts the
greatest reflection on those who, if the charge be true, were
her dupes and tools.

The writer of Personal Politics in the Penny Illustrate
Paper says of the late Madame Blavatsky : “ Those who best
knew her movements and associates always declared that she
was a Bussian spy. She was certainly expelled from Madras
on suspicion of being employed on Bussian detective business.

# C

Salvation Army religion proved too strong for the brains o
Charles Coots, a baker's assistant, of Islington, who wes
arrested for attempting to commit suicide. The poor fehotf
had the delusion that he had sinned beyond hope of forgtf®
ness, and hell was his doom. A small dose of Freethoug*1
would have relieved his trouble.

Joan Patterson, the captain of the S. A. at Sutton, wes
fined £1 or three days’' imprisonment for persisting in sing[rp>
to the annoyance of an inhabitant when requested to desis «
She urged that she was “ singing for Jesus.” Booth do®
not permit his followers to pay fines, so Joan had to sing I°r
Jesus in prison, and will come out a blessed martyr.

Two Salvationists at 'Wimbledon fell out about a la™’
One of them was her husband, and the other was a loigB'
In the end a gun went off at the lodger's expense, and 4
husband is sent for trial without bail.

id

The Salvation Army, at Sunninghill, near Beading,™ i® ~
occasion of so much disturbance that a large body of pei”~
has to be drafted to protect peace. The Beading Stands
speaks of them as dragging the name of religion in the
and giving occasion to profanity and blasphemy.

A farmer of Aswardby has been fined 10s. and costs i® N
sum of £3 Is. 6d. for shooting a hare on his own grouk
The bench comprised three clergymen— the Eev. E. Bawns
of Spilsby, chairman ; the Bev. G. Hales, of Sticknay i
the Bev. B. Cracroft, of Harrington.

Judge Barber, of the llkestone County Court, is a O>
gentleman. A lady defendant said she was not religious, 9 i
the judge exclaimed—"* You are not religious ! | neverhe.
a more disgraceful statement. You are held up to scofll®”
every one in this court. Turn her out.” Judge Barber
living proof that a Christian and a gentleman are synony®10

Beal cash in exchange for promises of benefit after dea
is the essential feature of the priest's business. It is
that it has been reserved to a French priest, one |11 «
Durin, of St. Joseph’s Depere, Wisconsin, U.S., to
Soul Insurance Company. This enterprise is called
Deliverance Society, and Father Durin is manager. :0Q
issued a prospectus, which says, “ This Society is organic
the plan of mutual assurance. The admission is twenty™ "
cents, and the annual subscription ten cents. There i®
no reserve fund, and all the funds subscribed will be 1 {p,
diately employed for the celebration of Masses *oeigV
deliverance of souls in purgatory.” There are already
hundred members, and branches are to be established
parts of the States. We are not aware if Father Dun
a policy guaranteeing deliverance from purgatory, but”™” js
less a person of his business capacity will do all
needful in this matter.

Catholics are adapting themselves to the spirit of "® a®
In Paris a priest announces that he hears confessi®IB
grants absolution through the telephone.

That old story about Beecher and Ingersoll,
of them publicly contradicted, is now dished up by
Agnes Weston in a little pamphlet bearing the apPr°P

ir»
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title of “ Yarn Spinning.” Those who fancy that early

Christian lies could not have gained credence in face of Pagan

exposure, should reflect on the success of this Beecher-

tngersoll falsehood. Pious writers don’t ask if a story is true ;
they care about is whether it will serve their turn.

The New York Presbytery has decided to prosecute Prof.
Briggs for teaching that the Bible is not infallible. This it
Glares is in blank opposition to the Westminster Confession
N Faith. The case is likely to lead to a pitched battle
~etween the orthodox and the progressive sections of the
mresbyterians in the United States.

The Copts of Egypt have a tomb at Damietta, which they
assert ig the last resting-place of Jesus Christ. J. C., it
aPpears, according to the Coptic story, did not die on the
2oss. He was taken down by friends, and retired to Damietta,
~here he died at the ripe age of over sixty.

, According to the Talmud, Jesu3 was stoned and hanged
the city of Lud some sixty years or so B.c.

Among the pictures at the Paris Salon this year is a

attIKing one by Juan Beraud, representing Mary Magdalene,

has been dancing before a throng of fin de siecle Parisians,
Christ enters and is blessing and absolving her.

t, Our of Jan van Beers’ pictures were thought too broad for
/e Barcelona Exhibition, but there was a hot discussion on
e peccant canvases, wi h the result that it was decided to
~hem in a room by themselves, and admit no one to see
under thirty,years of age. It is not stated whether
must bring certificates of birth, or whether both

pies bo admitted together. However, it may be
w buQed that most persons over thirty have little to learn

he"? ~au van Feers>an(l on ~e whole the compromise may
eemed satisfactory.

tb~r°U n°t a similar compromise be adopted with regard to

th Teccant parts of the Bible which the Jews did not allow

jop! s’Usto read until they were thirty ? The blue passages

Tuim he printed in a separate volume, and only sold to

thdeDRHa of the requisite age. WO commend the idea to

a vnest meeting of Convocation. It m'ght also be discussed
°noonformist Conferences.

N strict Visitor: “ Your boy looks very bad, Mrs. Jones ;
hi(j 87he matter ?” Mrs. Jones : “ Yes, ma'am, he be very
aurd and, what's more, the doctor has made him worse. I'm
all Poor people ought to pray with all our hearts, * From
doctrin’, good Lord deliver us.” | never saw its
aniQg afore.”
Th Bav. Walter Walsh, of Newcastle, has a
. , , pparently been
cf too mucli with “ infidels ” and has contracted a taint
«atisf esy.” Hi8 views on everlasting damnation do not
al]. T his Baptist brethren of the district, and judging from
metQ™ ~port and a leading article in the Daily Leader, it
off f kkely that Mr. Walsh and his congregation will be cut
Ao ~ Northern Association of Baptist Churches.
Hi<ilnher’ if it is not a hell of a row, it is a row about hell,
13 a subject to kindle warmth.

r,
after mr®&thought contemporary, the Boston Investigator,
ho3QYiQting a long extract from Mrs. Besant's lecture at
as ™ °n Theosophy, winds up as follows : “ To us it looks
biater?"?™ Firs. Besant, when she gave up philosophic
biacki 11$a “or Theosophy, exchanged her feet for a flying-
a ~Nere may be a more delightful sensation in taking
cut tt t“rougb the atmosphere than walking on the ground,
t° who fly must sooner or later come to earth again.”

i-lg ™ s
and a’ esant returns from her Theosophic mission to the States,
Am'PN1BRBa iecfur0 af the Hall of Science on “ Freethought
,We see from the Boston Investigator that
Ot’ental discoursed in the “ hub of the universe ” on the
Otkntal suPer3tition which she now prefers to the other
~PpOrtu ?uPerstition called Christianity, she *“ only found
1y 0 pay the Paine Memorial a short visit” in
~ another Theosophist. “ We hope,” says the
Oq. * she will find it convenient to return here ere
So<Land permit the members of the Ingersoll Secular

ateriai- cross-question her as to her change of front from
1IS» to Theosophy.”
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The Investigator honestly praises Mrs. Besant's “ wonderful
oratorical power,” which “ charms ” if it does not “ convince.”
But after all, eloquence is no substitute for fact and logic.
Edward Irving shook London with his preaching, but it was
all moonshine, and in the end Irving died forsaken and dis-
appointed. -

While Prof. J. T. Marshall, of Manchester, contends that
the Synoptic Gospels are based upon a common original
Gospel in Aramaic, Dr. Beach, in Germany, comes to the con-
clusion that they are translations of a common Hebrew
original. Professor Sanday adheres to the two-document
hypothesis, the theory that the Synoptics are based on a col-
lection of Logia, or sayings of Jesus, by Matthew, and on
Memoirs of Peter, digested by Mark.

What a religion of divine charity is Christianity ! Here
is the Bev. A. G. Brown, at the East London Tabernacle,
denouncing a Unitarian pamphlet written by bis own brother,
the Bev. John W. Brown, a Unitarian minister. He said,
“ That thing came very near at hand to him, and they saw
now wbat a snakish thing sometimes came creeping into
families. He would not stand in his brother’s shoes for all
the world.” Something snakish seems to have developed in
the religion of the orthodox brother.

“ Professor Story,” says the Echo, “ thinks that a child
brought up amid the slums of a city like Glasgow is from its
youth inclined to practical Atheism.” This is another form
of the Dr. Jayne insult. What a practical Atheist means
we cannot determine, but we bave no doubt as to the meaning
of Professor Story. He wants to makes Atheism a present
of the refuse of Christian society. Atheism answers—
Declined with thanks.

The report that Mr. W. T. Stead has been converted by
Prophet Baxter, and that bis new political paper is to be
entitled, The Arrows of Armageddon, is without foundation.

“ Recently,” says the Australian Independent, “ a number
of Victorian ministers, representing various denominations,
betook themselves to a sequestered spot about forty miles out
of Melbourne, and for five days gave themselves up to prayer
and the study of the Scriptures "— diversified, we presume,
with eating and drinking and sleeping. No doubt it was an
enjoyable picnic, though the company must have been rather
monotonous. But what is really wanted is something very
different. Let the laymen retire for a while to study the
Scriptures, and there would be a rapid growth of scepticism.
At present they read the Bible but little, and that little is
under clerical guidance.

Dr. Cunningham holds that the instructions of Jesus
Christ to his disciples were not intended for him. Now-a-
days, said the doctor, a minister is all the better for money
in bis purse, and a change of raiment. A bishop one day,
when being driven in bis carriage to the House of Lords,
was addressed by a demagogue with “ What would the
Apostle Paul say if he saw you?” The bishop quietly
remarked to a friend that St. Paul would very likely say
“ that things were much improved.”

At the trial of August Olsen for murder, the question of
moral character was brought up, and during the catechising
of witnesses upon the question of reputation, one of the
attorneys cited the case of Judas as bearing a good character
up to the time of his betrayal of the Savior. Several lawyers
on the other side jumped up to demand an authentic report
of the case. The court interposed with a scriptural authority
demonstrating that prior to the betrayal, when the treacherous
disciple objected to a waste of ointment, the comment was
made that it was not on account of his caring for the poor,
but because be was a thief and “ carried the sack,” and from
that day his character was smirched. The bar indorsed the
book as an authority, but none of them claimed to have it
in their law libraries.— Freethought.

The St. James's Gazette calls attention to the case of a
stockbroker who has got into the Bankruptcy Court, from
whom Mr. W. Bramwell Booth claims over two thousand
pounds. The impertinent paper wants to know if Mr. Booth
was dabbling in stocks with money saved from his own
salary in the Salvation Army.



258

The Bishop of Lincoln has issued a special form of prayer
against the influenza epidemic. He asks the Lord, <who sends
the disease, to mitigate and abate its ravages. Evidently his
real notion of the deity is that of an evil spirit, whose malig-
nancy is to be overcome by cajolery.

Professor Massie, in the Expositor for May, copies Lardner
in contending that the Zacharias, son of Barachias, mentioned
in Matt, xxiii., 35, represents not the Zacharias son of Baruch,
mentioned in Josephus (Wars IV., chap. 5) as slain in the
Temple (a.d. 68), but Zacharias son of Jehoiada, of 2 Chron.
xxiv. This effort is made to avoid the clear proof that the
gospel was written after the death of Jesus, and that sayings
were attributed to him which he could not have uttered.

That Josephus and Matthew meant the same person is
evident from the name. Prof. Massie seeks to discount this
by the suggestion that the Zacharias of Ch-onicles may have
had a father named Barachias, and the father may have died
so that he got named after Jehoiada his grandfather. It is
sufficient to reply this is pure conjecture, of which the Bible
says nothing. Further, the purport of the remark ascribed
to Jesus is that the Jews of that generation would have to
suffer for all the righteous bloodshed upon the earth. As
Jesus began speaking of Abel, it is not likely he would stop
at the earlier Zacharias b.c. 840, when there was a flood of
righteous bloodshed among the Jews after that date.

“ Laicus ” in the Church Review strongly recommends the
Church of England clergy to adopt celibacy. Is he aware of
the scandals that continually have to be hushed up in
Catholic countries, or of the evidence that clerical celibacy is
usually something worse than a farce ?

The Eev. W. Irwin, of Kilrea co. Londonderry, had a fall
out with his congregation, and the church was locked against
him. He, however, took a crowbar, broke open the door and
conducted service. The affair will probably lead to litigation.

As Dr. Bridgman, of New York, could not conscientiously
believe in a literal hell of fire and brimstone, he very properly
resigned from the Baptist ministry, and did not linger to be
kicked out. Dr. Bridgman'’s plans are unsettled, but fire and
brimstone will continue to be liberally dished out at the old
stand.— Kansas City Star.

According to an advertisement in the Belfast Morning
News prayers are going cheap at llkeston, Derbyshire. Any-
one living or dead will be prayed for by the Bev. P. J.
McCarthy on sending a shilling for each name. This, as
Mr. McCarthy’s advertisement says, is “ a golden opportunity.”
He doubtless hopes to reap a golden harvest.

Dr. John Hall, the noted Presbyterian minister of New
York, is paid 20,000 dols. a year to tell a lot of millionaires
that a poor man named Jesus, who hadn't a nickel in his
vest pocket, was their Savior.— Investigator.

Wealth tends to concentrate in the hands of the Church of
England as the most “ respectable ” body. Church missions
grow fat despite their inefficiency, while the Baptists acknow-
ledge a debt of £10,500, the’ Wesleyans £19,377. The
London Mission Society has spent £15,000 more than its
current; income, and the British and Foreign Bible Society,
whose debt last year was £15,488, is hampered by a new
debt of £14,434. -

The Birmingham Gazette publishes (what would it not
publish against Freethought ?) a letter from that malignant
lunatic, John Mite’ .11, at whose personality even the Christian
Evidence Society draws the line. The letter states that the
N. S. S. does not publish a balance-sheet, though it is printed
every year, and copies are sent to all the Branches and may
be obtained by every member. It also states that the
Secularists have not one hall of their own in London, which
is legally true, for the Christian law does not permit them to
own one, though virtually it is alie. We print this correction
simply because the misstatements appeared in the Birmingham
Gazette. The writer, in himself, is regarded in London as
beneath contempt.

In a footnote to asensible letter by Mr. B. S. Bransby, cor-
recting the Gazette’s misreport of the Birmingham Conference,
the editor inquires why the Secularist “ came to an untimely
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end.” One would imagine that Christian papers never died..
Besides, the Secularist was conducted by Mr. Foote who now
edits the Freethinker, so that the loss of one paper simply
means the gain of another. We may also inform the editor
of the Gazette that the regular circulation of the Freethinker
is five times greater than the highest point ever reached b
the Secularist.

It is an age of counterfeits. Writing to a lady customer
the other day, a local bookseller said: “ Enclosed is an
Imitation of Christ, the nearest the makers now have to yonr
sample. Trusting it will prove satisfactory,” etc.

“ 1 have to make the announcement this morning,” saii
the minister, “ that our dear brother in Masailand has written
me that the heathen are so sparsely clothed there that hej
finds very little use for pearl buttons, and he begs that the
congregation will refrain from contributing them as gene-
rously as heretofore.”

A Broken ldol.

I once found a preacher to suit me ;

He was eloquent— sound as a rock ;
But the feature that tickled my fancy

Was the way he roasted his flock.
Such a one was dishonest as blazes,

Such and such, undeserving the name—
Of course no addresses were given,

But | knew 'em, you bet, just the same.
I had thought to unite on probation,

But before | could bring it to pass
This ideal preacher got on to my trail,

And sketched mine full as an ass 1

The head of the Jesuit Mission in Madagascar has b”
to pay a fine of £10 and damages of £400 for libels Pr*
pagated against the Freemasons of the island. The TWitS
characterises the verdict as a well-deserved defeat of Jesuiti3®'

Bishop French, who recently died from sunstroke a
Muscat, was of opinion that the English missionaries shojh
lay asido Western externals and approach the natives
their own teachers and fakirs, who live on charity, and
self-denial commends itself to the native mind.” It is togys
doubted, however, if such a prospect would tempt the ge°l
men exported from England as missionaries ; though, at *
same time, it must be allowed that, wherever they go.
live on “ charity,” only they take more of it than the Bin
fakirs.

Mr. lIsaac Boberts has succeeded in photographing »
satellite of Neptune, which has a diameter of about
miles and is about 225,000 miles distant from the PI'IM
The satellite is nearly three thousand millions of mile3 £
our earth. What a shock it gives to the paltry astronomy
the Bible !

A thin, nervous-looking man stepped up to the P1310" !
the latter came down from the pulpit. “ You had a
deal to say this morning,” he observed, “ about a fello'v
killed a man named Abel.” *“ Certainly,” replied the Pag3,if
“ The ' Sin of Cain ' was the subject of my discourse. "
wish you to do me the favor next Sunday,” said the thin 1
in some excitement, “ to tell the folks that the man”™1°
talking about this morning ain’'t no relation to the K*n0™a(lfr
keeps a livery stable down by the grist mill. 1 don
none of my friends to think that | had a hand in that *
That's all. Good-day.”

“ What have you got in your carpet-bag?” a™aMae"
clergyman of another, at a railroad station. *“ Dried tong
was the reply. He had some manuscript sermons in it-

HOW TO HELP US.

0) Get your newsagent to exhibit tho Freethinker
window.

(2) Get your newsagent to take afew copies of tlio Fr<lel cOpieff
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take t
that remain unsold. .

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it am
acquaintances. ,

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-she
are of a convenient size for the purpose.
will send them on application. +Hjo

(5) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then 1
tho car, or tho omnibus.
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Thursday, May 28, Enterprise Hall, Groat Eastern-road,
Stratford; at 8, “ Heaven and Hell.” Admission free.

Sunday, May 31, Exchange Hall, Wolverhampton: at 11,

The Gospel of Life and the Gospel of Death” ; at 3, “ * Deed
»nd Creed,” a Reply to the Rev. C. A. Berry”; at 8, “ What
has Christianity dono for the Word ?”

June 7, Camberwell; 14 and 21, Hall of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
~ERAry communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14
Llerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica-
Xb °pS  Mr. R- Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.
E Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
;Fee to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at
e following rates, prepaid:(—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year,
3d.; Three Months, Is. 7Jd. Australia, China and Africa :
““One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months,
J- 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.
g Atree Months, 2s. 8Jd.
ale of Advertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
"3 ! Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for
j Tr@Fetitions.
being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
rapperwhen the subscription is due, subscribers will in future
eceive the number when their subscription expires in a

H O n wraPPer-
V AATTEI': —Thanks for the enclosures. See “ Acid Drops.”
O fear that soldiers will have to put up with bigotry and
A jPEesaion for a good while yet.
0j- Newton.—Clem 0. Boardman'’s letter is not worth much
Jr°rl 8Pace'’ HO certainly did say he was going to reply to
Rot i '00t<58 lecture. If questions can be put about the Bible
~t fit for ladies to hear, so much the worse for the Bible.
X0 ®'ai>cy Boardman is hardly worth your powder and shot.
7,7, onK says he copied out a few elegant extracts from our
*d Handbook on the back of a “ fiver.” He thinks this a
iioM-Way circulatng “ blasphemy,” as the banknotes are
AIrfj lko'y to he destroyed, even in a fit of piety.
—A poor old man’s mite for Dr. Voelkol will be duljf
appreciated.
ly. tALb— In our next.
haAl:Paof'—If a hall can be obtained, Mr. Foote will be
r PPy to lecture at Wandsworth. Seven members are
G 02 U‘e<"to start a Branch.
. * —Thanks for paper and cuttings.
As VITT“—Blad to hear you find this journal “ invaluable.”
jeaN°u say, it is a pity that good books aro so dear, but the
< °'i °f this is the comparatively small demand. Free-
for thtweuld never reach the people at all if it were not
Seenl 6 Self'sacrifice of the writers and speakers of the
Riov ar Party >1°r B is easier to earn five pounds outside our
J.j Oroent than one pound inside it.
J. S]o,AKHII'r~Youl' noto to hand.
It 0" 0"15"—The lecture was reported in the Chester Chronicle.
10 treasurer, London Secular Federation, acktiow-
h, jj@08 :—J- Dean, 10s. 6d.; E. 0., 6s.
like *IES— 'vas a mere verbal trick on the preacher’s part,
statement that the Greeks had no such word as
though they had philanthropy, which means the
Preaci 1* the Greek language had no word for mercy, the
., "ritt %er. 8hould explain how the New Testament came to be
0. ty etl In Greek.
-Tbanks for the cuttlng A man who says there
v oum .evi(lIORce that the earth is more than 6,000 years old
™ be exhibited at Madame TuBsaod's.
m ®'vrite English for brevity as you speak of the English
c ;eﬁnf’?e" ftritish ” would include Scotland, but exclude

Silti'80>i""~Thanks. See paragraph.
ltﬁmﬂsem@ gs' and a Manchester friend 2s. 6d, towards the
k. 808 of Mr. Foete's visit..to. Chester.

—No doubt people got “ converted." We under-

cu t evi-Q Process at the age of eleven. Usually it is nothing
' LA™ Clteinent.

t° thQ@B«]? ke hill has been frequently printed. With reBpect

QibbOu> Christians ” at Romo in the time of Nero, road

"WvwUIj 8 Oflticism in tho fifteenth chapter. Certainly it

J  *his”™7 = to i UlgO0 early Christianity by tho standards
'L esi-o” 11d‘d 10lclaim to bo a superhuman system.

F $@R&ENE—-Glad to hear you wore so pleased with the
'B. ly J]0e Report. Thanks for tho letter and cuttings,

n eRpeiLF.-°Ur letter shows tho necessity of our war against
1l asoekvOn and Bigotry.
BRally "Y'~—Br° cannot refily to such letters by post. Por-
Cs Wrm\ Cannot 8eo what g°0(I results to the planet from

w8»titie(1 J°oed weathor in England, but if you do you are

:B°'v d your opinion.
|ear|y yr~~>ecular Thought (of Toronto) prico 2 dollars
> Boston Investigator, 3 dollars yearly ;

The Freethinker.
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(of Indianapolis) 2 dois. 50 cents.; Truthseeker (of New
York) 3dollars per year ; Freethought (of San Francisco)
2 dollars per year ; Freethinker's Magazine (of Buffalo N.Y.)
monthly, 2 dollars. There are others, but these are the
principal. They may be procured direct, or with addition
for postage, from Mr. Forder.

Papers Received.—Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—
Ironclad Age—Menschenthum—Echo—Neues Frereligioses
Sonntags-Blatt — Freidenker — The Liberator—Der Arme
Teufel—Secular Thought— Boston Investigator—Western
Figaro—La Vérité Philosophique—Progressive Thinker-
Friendly Greetings—Freethinker's Magazine—Birmingham
Gazette—Newcastle Leader—Reading Observer—Reynolds's
Newspaper—Bulletin des Somnaires—La Gazette des Tra-
vailleurs—Chat—Surrey Times—Midland Evening News—a
Flaming Sword—Cheltenham Mercury—Polytechnic Maga-
zine—Newcastle Daily Leader— Reading Standard—New
York Sun—Burton Chronicle—Staffordshire Sentinel—Cos-
mopolitan—Lucifer—Kent Messenger— Truthseeker.

Frtends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Manchester goes holiday-making at the end of Whit-week,
and the rush is so great that the train service of the district
is frightfully disarranged. Nevertheless Mr. Foote had first-
rate audiences on Sunday. There was an improved attend-
ance in the morning and afternoon, and the hall was crowded
in the evening. The opposition after the lectures was poor!
The Rev. Mr. Coller spoke in the morning, but his remarks
were more fit for an experience meeting than for a Secular

hall. One thing, however, that happened after the evening
lecture was gratifying. A good collection was made for Dr.
Voelkel.

Mr. Foote’s free lecture at Stratford drew a good meeting.
Several West Ham friends attended to look after the arrange-
ments. With tho exception of some fearful and wonderful
questions there was nothing like opposition. A locil evange-
list, who wa3 announced to reply to Mr. Foote in the follow-
ing week at the Mission Hall, got on his legs, but his speech
was a short advertisement of the said reply. That evangelist
was slow in defending the Grand Old Book, but he had a
strong sense of the market value of the occasion.

“ Asmodeus ” in the Cheltenham Mercury gives a glowing
report of the Secular Conference at Birmingham. His refer-
ence to “ the great number of known Secularists” in Chel-

tenham is enough to inspire a hope that a Branch of tho
N. S. S. may be formed there.

More letters on Secularism appear in the Birmingham
Gazette. Thanks, Mr. Editor, thanks ! Though you ought to
know, without asking for further information, that Secular
Societies are illegal bodies and cannot receive bequests.

Our appeal on behalf of Dr. Voelkel, imprisoned for blas-
phemy at Madgeburg, has brought the following:—G. W.
Foote, 10s. 6d.; Dr. A. Walker, £1 ; collection at Mr. Foote’s
Manchester lectures, £2 8s. Gd. ; Alpha, Gd.; X., 2s. 6d.;
E. Sims, 5s. ; R. Davies, 2s. Gd. ; Sydney A. Gimson, 10s. Gd.

By means of a concert the Westminster Branch has raised
£G 6s. for the Bradlaugh Memorial Fund.

The London Clubs have had a jaunt to Kettering. One of
the indoor songs by Harry Fullbrook contained an allusion to
Charles Bradlaugh, which “ made the audience rise and
wildly cheer, and hats and handkerchiefs were waved.” So
says the Club and Institute Journal.

At a recent meeting of the London Liberal and Radical
Union, held at the National Liberal Club, the Rev. S. D.
Headlam moved to include in the programme for the forth-
coming School Board Elections “ that the instruction in the
schools be in secular subjects only.” Mr. Headlam’s reso-
lution was carried by an overwhelming majority, and the
result was hailed with long-continued cheering. Some of
the speeches were refreshingly outspoken.

The reformed Bradford Branch holds its quarterly meeting
Tea will
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be provided at sixpence.
committee.

A good meeting is desired by tbe

There are large crematories at Buffalo,
Philadelphia, but none at present in Canada.

New York, and

The parsons have got a misgiving
Cremation won't add to their bread.
Less easily they'll earn their living
When people once more urn their dead.

The Burial Board of Portsea has passed a resolution in
favor of establishing a crematorium. The project has been
advocated in the local press by Mr. J. E. Brumage, and has
the support of the most intelligent people in Portsmouth.

Portsmouth Chat for the 22nd gives a capital portrait and
sketch of the career of our good friend John E. Brumage,
one of the vice-presidents of the National Secular Society,
and member of the Portsmouth School Board, who has
recently retired from his position as manager of Dockyard
Storehouses. The same number contains a long letter from
Mr. Brumage on the education of girls, in which he shows
how the Bible has stood in the way of woman’s emancipation.
Mr. Brumage is a striking example of the respect which may
be won by an uncompromising adherence to principle.

Colonel Inger-oll is no v convalescent. Good! The world
cannot afford to lose Bradlaugh and Ingersoll in one year.

We have received from Barcelona a copy of a discourse in
Spanish on the monks, delivered by D. Juan Canellas y Rivas,
who is head of the Laic College “ Guttenberg,” The lecture
is an eloquent denunciation of the crimes of the clergy and
the inhumanity of their faith, and concludes with a defence
of Freethought and secular education. It is issued at a
popular price, and is in its third edition. Freethought is
making far greater strides in the cities of the Peninsular than
the compromise of Protestantism.

Dr. G. W. Brown, author of Oriental Researches, writes:
“ Instead of being ‘ ashamed’ to be known as an infidel, |
glory in it. The word may grate harshly on the ears of new
comers into our ranks, and be really obnoxious to those
clinging to the skirts of Christianity ; but they who are
‘ kicking hell ’ because they hate the infernal teaching, and
those who are disbelievers in original sin, total depravity,
blood sacrifice, vicarious atonement, and all the incidental,
damnable doctrines of the church, will manage to bear up
under a name which those in the Jaith will be ‘ ashamed of.’”

The Medical Record says:
resthetic and hygienic value. In itself it will secure perfect
poise and respiration. The old order put the cart before the
horse ; it said, ‘ Be virtuous, and you will be happy '—a rule
with many exceptions. But the old order changeth, and the
modern gospel postulates happiness and material prosperity
as the basis of morality. Other times, other manners. The
world has yet room for two or three truths; of which not the
least is the fact that the definite desire for personal beauty—
which was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be—
constitutes in itself a perfectly proper and meritorious in-
spiration to effort, especially in a country where the shades of
Puritanism linger as a sad inheritance, and where disinterred
Buddhism claims too often the frail neurasthenic for its
own.”

“ Happiness has a distinct

The Histoire de I'Inquisition, by Maurice Lachatre, has
been published in Tbeap form by the Bibliotheque Anti-
cléricale, of 11 Rue'Bertin-Poirée, Paris.

Renan’s Histoire du Peuple d'Israél is placed on the Index
Expurgatorius. No Catholic is now allowed to read it. This
is said to delight Renan, who takes it as a compliment, and
believes it will extend his circle of readers.

Pearson's Weeklg has an excellent article on “ Is Death
Dreadful ?” correcting the popular notions on the subject, and
asserting that while pious people sometimes die in fear of the
beyond, the infidel generally dies without the least dread.
Such articles, in widely-circulated papers, are good counter-
actants to Christian superstition.
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Our ever-welcome Freethought contemporary, Dr. Monroe's
Ironclad Age, pokes fun at Theosophy, which hasn’t caught
on with American Secularists. Mrs. Beasant’'s definition of
Theosophy is given as follows, quoted, we presume, from one
of her American orations :(—*“ The central idea of Theosophy
is one great circle of light spreading from the rare to the
dense, from the intangible to the tangible, from the subjective
to the objective.” Dr. Monroe says “ that puts the case in a
nutshell,” though he declines to crack it.

Watson Heston’s latest picture in the New York Truth-
seeker shows Talmage slaying Infidelity. Talmage belabors
a dummy, knocks its head off, jumps upon it, and finally
exhibits it in a dreadful state of dilapidation. But down in
the corner is the living Robert Ingersoll, waiting in vain for
Talmage to “ come on.”

Dr. Momerie, who was formerly preacher at the Found-
ling Hospital, seems to have given up Christianity pretty
thoroughly. Lecturing on the Corruption of the Church
at Prince’'s Hall, Piccadilly, he declared that venerable
institution was within measurable distance of dissolution.
The clergy did not see the danger, but that made it all the
worse.

The orthodox doctrine of the atonement, continued the
doctor, was a survival of the greatest abuses of earliest time®/
and it was immoral to the core. The doctrine of prédestina-
tion was also a delusion which must be rejected, as it mad0
God the most wicked being possible for the human mind to
conceive. The doctrine of the Trinity was a blundering
misconception of the original text, and the vulgar theory °f
the Crucifixion was a contradiction in terms, and, therefore
jargon and nonsense. All the ignorant blunders of barbarisnl
were stereotyped in the fundamental doctrines of Christendom

Dr. Momerie calls the idea of hell “ monstrous,” and the
Bible “ full of contradictions,” yet ho clings to the hop0O
that the corrupt faith which has battened on these corrup-
tions for fifteen hundred years can be reformed from withm
Dr. Momerie is doing excellent work in uprooting these p®*
nicious beliefs ; and we trust that, having gone so far, he wh
yet come to see that the effort to reform the Church fro)l
within is vain. It must be destroyed from without.

THE THEOSOPHIO GOD.

The following Sonnet to Nothing, clipped from L .
Smith’s Shepherd, of Jan. 20, 1838, seems to just hit off ~
above :

Nothing, how great art thou, stupendous nought!
Who reignest nowhere, sittest on no throne 1
Unseen, unheard, unthought by anyone,

Whose solemn dictates in no school is taught 1

To thy non-ential region are wo brought,

By old abstraction, dull ascetic crone,

Who aye to leave this sensual earth is prone,
Which with bright Nature’s hues and warmth is fraug
Nothing to thee what gorgeous names are given !
We call thee light, and love, and power, and heavelb»
When of thy might to novices we preach.

Thy patient votaries, great cipher hear !

Keep us from marriages, rump steaks, wine, and be >

And henceforth all our works shall Nothing teach. .

OBITUARY.

On Wednesday, the 20th inst., Thomas Kidd, age
passed away. He had been ailing for a considerab
past, and was unconscious for several days prior to h*s ~
He was a life-long Freethinker, and for several years ba™ »
a member of the N. S. 8., and constant subscriber
Freethinker and National Reformer.

It is with deep regret that | have also to record the
of Mrs. Emma Hall. She, together with her hushau >
been a member of this Branch for a considerable of
died at King's College Hospital, London, on the 101
internal abcess, after long suffering borne with grea 0
That she died as she had lived, an Atheist, is amptha
by the fact that two hours before she died she requAgCiO®
chaplain to leave the room.—W. Jannaway, sec. 0
Branch.
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APOLLO AND YAHVE.

In the Iliad of Homer we are told that in the Trojan

the Greeks, having sacked some of the neighboring towns,
took two beautiful captives, Chryseis and Briseis, and allotted
them, the first to Agamemnon, the second to Achilles.

Chryses, the father of Chryseis, and priest to Apollo, wont
to the Grecian camp to ransom his daughter. Being con-
turneliously repulsed by Agamemnon (the people being willing
that she should be restored to her father), he appealed to
Apollo, who, for the offence of Agamemnon, inflicted a terrible
Pestilence on the Greeks, dismissing many strong souls to
Hades ; giving their bodies to beasts and birds of prey. The
People perished of disease in the camp, inflicted by the son of
Hios and Leto. On mules and dogs the stroke first fell, then
°a the camp for nine days.

Achilles proposed that some augur should be consulted.
Chaleas Thestotides, who the psct, grgsent end future knew,
hold the Greeks the cause of their woes, and Agamemnon,
dfter a time, agrees to send Chryseis back to her father, with
hecatombs, and without ransom.

Bhryseis was sent back in charge of Odysseus, the heca-
i i sacrifices of an hundred oxen, were offered to Apollo,
hE)priest interceded for the people, and the plague ceased.

Hood orthodox doctrine this, in perfect accord with the
) Testament assertion that “ without shedding of blood
«tere is no remission.

~et we do not believe Homer’s story. Why not? Change
" name Phoebus Apollo into Yahve Elohim, the locality to

, 3, give the principal actors Hebrew names, insert the
j ry in the Hebrew Chronicles, and it would be divinely'
, Pjred holy writ, and we should bo dubbed infidels if we
d°ubted it.
0™ S amemnon was a religious man; he reverenced Apollo,
Apoll™ ~ 00ciy .sacrifices, and performed an act of justice.
~  Was pacified, and the pestilence ceased. Here, | believe,
a faithful presentment of the customs and beliefs of
the times jn which Homer wrote, exhibiting the close affinity
thi '§in@ Between ancient religions. But we do not believe
tdi StoiT in the Iliad (Book 1.). Then why are we asked to
jis)®k similar stories in anonymous Hebrew books ? One is
~as &SHkely (and unlikely) to bo true as another. Apollo
Jj, a £64d °l tho Hellenes. Yahve was the god of the
=~ 9ws, or one of them.
by , 6 are told in a book, written nobody knows when or who
hav Bhronicles), that Satan (or Yahve) induced David to
»0 R a Cénsus taken. It was done. In these days one sees
Tbp rta in census taking ; but the sacerdotal Chroniclers did.
*»ith Were superstitious and crafty fellows, and, in accordance
o0 p~i)uiar conceptions, they made an assertion which no
iemnftn Verify nor disprove— that Satan, Yahve's minister,
anij'tjYyPavid to number the people. In both stories (lliad
offers % ,8) it is a king who offends. David's augur, Gad,
*efe™ . 01 a choice of seven years’ famine, three months'
latter mIn War> °r three days' pestilence. He accepts the
bis ,, ' ad seventy thousand souls are dismissed to Sheol for
offence.
are ™l °afHng both of these old yarns we naturally ask—Why
°i>e2 °asands of human beings murdered for the offence of
~iterg y a crude and barbarous notions of justice the
HSpoti °. ~ose holy stories mu3t have entertained ; and what
°f tbeir t“ran*s these gods were—gods made in the likeness

The
s° Mci/Am°r’can axl British Governments have recently been
has setW aa 1° have censuses. Perhaps our God (who is he ?)

hng"Z 'nduenza as a punishment for sugli impiety.
Oa\S/W Let, ipray, Apollo and Yahve were appeased

ta ] au’r °f roadt beef: Let us sacrifice a few hecatombs
><locw !;lan,God- It might remove the influenza, and
platl.  °rs and undertakers’ bills. Itis a good old-fashioned

j~oples had”~omorphic conceptions of their gods these ancient
C ei% ' Ydafrve ¥s so magnanimous that jf requires
lheur ousand corpses to pacify him, plus roast beef,
tQem06110 stoiy Is the better of the two, and the older ;
tathOy°U does an a°t °l justice by restoring Ohryseis to
arms. James Bkevitt.

aer

B @l THE BENEVOLENT FUND. =

e ﬁ ?YoBraﬁch- 4s. 5d.; Surplus, Joomesit. AdrxHgRan
J 20,jQ. >T. Campbell, 2s. Gd.; Balance. Children’s Part;
~Jls, gjjlj ' legacy, per G.W. Foote, £50; G. Anderso,

3—R p’’ Liverpool Branch, 15s.; Stalybridge Brand
' 3°aDEK, hon. sec.

The Freethinker.

261

CHRISTIAN INCONSISTENCY.

A Christian required to define the two terms Atheist and
Christian, would say the former was a person who doubted
the truth of the Scriptures and the existence of God, and that
the latter was a believer in all that the former denied. An
Atheist asked to explain the same terms would not get far
out of his latitude in defining himself as a man who declined
to accept for truth what he knew to be a lie, and that a
Christian is one who blindly accepts a falsehood and won't be
dissuaded from cherishing it as the truth. The best definitions
I can frame are, that an Atheist won’t believe a lie, and that
a Christian won't believe the truth 1 Not long ago Christians
refused to believe that the earth was round, that it rotated
diurnally on its axis, and that it traversed annually round the
sun ; and they cruelly resolved that nobody else should believe
such heterodox rot! They even now insist that the dis-
crepancies abounding in the Guid Auld Scriptures are
invincible proofs of their veracity ! Therefore (analogically),
if not a single flaw existedintheG ... A ... S
this would be sufficient evidence to damn the whole fabric.
There are some millions of orthodox Christians who do not
hesitate to declare that Christ made his ascension simultane-
ously from half a dozen different places, that his crucifiction
commenced at both the third hour and the ninth hour ; that,
during the previous night, events transpired which under no
possible circumstances could have occurred in less than a
week ; that there are three nights between Friday and .Sun-
day ; that Annas and Caiaphus were both high priests at
once that year, and somebody else the next year; that
Christ's first miracle was both the miraculous fish trick and
the port-wine trick; that the Greek of a.d. 200 was the
most suitable language for the holy gospels to be written in
(we think the Lancashire dialect of a.d. 1300 would have
been safer) ; that Godalmity, who was never known to forgive
an offence, is ever merciful; that the Devil, who told Eve
the truth, the ivhole truth, and nothing hut the truth, is the
father of lies ; that Goliath was slain by David and then
killed by Elhanan ; that one king was by two years his
father's senior; that 40,000 and 4,000 are synonymous ;
that 18 cubits are 35 cubits ; that the wicked prosper and
become old, but don’t live out half their time ; that Solomon
possessed more bullion than all the nations in the world do at
the present day ; that David rescued a lamb from the one
mouth of a lion and a bear ; that the Egyptian cattle died
two or three times over ; that the Amalekites were exter-
minated several times over; that 180,000 chosen men were
hanging out on a small church eleven years ; that a whole
army awoke one morning and discovered that they had all
been dead several hours; that ointment and prayer are a
cure for small-pox, measles, consumption and fever; that
Godalmity is all love, but requires gentle Jesus to act as a
mediator in order to appease his ebullitions of wrath; that
no Christian myope gropes benightedly along, dimly discerning
everything through his opaque spectacles of faith; and that
an infidel is a wicked monster simply because he has an
opinion of his own, and refuses to be bamboozled by any
biack-frocked, pigeon-livered parson or priest, and denies the
veracity of a book full of contradictions, absurdities, atrocities,
obscenities and immoralities. P. W. Baldwin;

COURAGE.

Toil on and falter not,

Think how the heroes wrought,
Who in the ages past

Braved priest and tyrant craft.

Now as hope brighter grows,
As each year onward flows,

Let us fresh courage take
And ne’er the cause forsake.

Still let the struggle be
Ever for liberty,

Till God’s dark reign i3 past,
And Reason reigns at last.

Then in that day of light
Shall our reward be bright;
He, who for freedom strives,
Wins praise while time survives.

Twentieth Century. Henuy F. Flltciier,



262
GENERAL SHERMAN'S RELIGION.

The Rev. P. T. Sherman, son of the late General Sherman, a
Jesuit priest, has explained why “ extreme unction,” which is
a Catholic rite, was administered to his father. His statement
is in three sections, the first of which is: “ My father was
baptised in the Catholic Church, married in the Catholic
Church, and attended the Catholic Church until the outbreak
of the civil war. Since that time my father had not been a
communicant.”

That is, General Sherman has not been a Catholic, but has
been an apostate, since 1860. That this is true is testiSed to
by General Sherman, who wrote, “ I am not, and cannot be, a
Catholic.”

The second section is : “ But he [General Sherman] always
said to me that if there is any true religion, it is the Catholic
religion!”

There is but one conclusion from these statements, and
that is that General Sherman did not believe there is any true
religion. And his further statement that he believed in a
supreme power, but that belief was as far as his religion went,
bears out this inevitable conclusion. Moreover, the state-
ment, “ If there is any true religion it is the Catholic
religion,” is a common one among logical sceptics to Chris-
tianity ; for if any part of that system of imposture were
true, the Catholics have got the logical and consistent part of
it, just as the Calvinists have got hold of the logical and
consistent end of Protestantism. We have heard General
Sherman’s statement made by avowed infidels a hundred
times.

The third section of the Rev. P. T. Sherman’s statement
is: “ A week ago to-day my father received absolution and
extreme unction at the hands of Father Taylor. My father
was unconscious at the time, but this fact has no important
bearing, for the sacrament could be administered to any person
whose mind could be interpreted as desirous of receiving it.”

That is, when General Sherman was unconscious and could
not object, the church hastened to his bedside with her rites,
that she might in after years claim another great man as hers.
The assertion that “ the sacrament could be administered to
any person whose mind could be interpreted as desirous of
receiving it” is thoroughly and openly Jesuitic. General
Sherman meant that no religion is true, and the Church
interprets his remark to mean that Catholicism is true!
Tortuous are the sinuosities of theology, and skilful is the
Church in following them !

Had General Sherman been conscious when the rite was to
be administered to him, he would, undoubtedly, have said to
the priest what he said to a pious woman who sought to
entangle him with her theology, taking advantage of his good
nature in standing godfather to a child named for himself.
When the baptismal ceremony had been performed, the god-
mother said to the general: “ Now, we have promised to teach
this child the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Com-
mandments. We have been arranging it so that the father
shall teach him the Lord’s Prayer, | am to teach him the
Creed, and the Ten Commandments fall to your lot.”

* There are eleven Commandments, madam.”

“What! Eleven Commandments ? Why, what do you
mean, general? There are only ten Commandments T’

“ Yes, madam; there are eleven, and the eleventh is, Mind
your own business.”

The Roman Catholic Church does not appear to advantage
in her swooping down upon a dying man, and the explanation
of the Rev. P. T. Sherman, Jesuit priest, does not add to her
glory.— Trutliseeker (New York).

TORQUEMADA.

In his eighteen years of office, Cardinal Thomas de
Torquemada had burned alive, it is computed, eighty-eight
hundred victims and punished ninety thousand in various
ways— not for offences against the moral law or crimes
against society, but for thoughts of their own about religion ;
or for being Jews that would not be apostates; or for refusing
on the rack to confess what they had never done.— Rev. J.
I\[artineau, “ Seat of Authority in Religion,” p. 156.

THE CHURCH'S MERCY.

The Church took good care that the nature of the request
[for mercy] should not bo misapprehended. It taught that
in such cases all mercy was misplaced unless the heretic
became a convert, and proved his sincerity by denouncing all
his fellows.—71. C. Lea, “ History of the Inquisition in the
Middle Ages," vol.Ji., p. 535.

k. iltK..
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THE LIMITS OF THE LAW.

Lately a story has been told about a well-known London
magistrate, who had a crazy street-preacher before bun,
charged with obstructing the thoroughfare. He saw that ho
was a harmless imbecile, and, being a kind-hearted man, did
not feel like punishing him, so he said : “ Of course we cant
have thoroughfares obstructed in this way; but if you can
give me the name of a friend who will be your surety that
there shall be no recurrence of this nuisance, I'll discharge
you.”

* 1 have no friend,” said the man, “ save the Lord.”

“ Quite so,” said the magistrate ; “ but | mean a friend
who is a householder in London.”

“ The Lord,” said the man, “ is everywhere.”

“ Certainly, certainly,” replied the magistrate, as he took a
fresh pinch of snuff and twisted up his brow ; “ but | must
trouble you for a surety of—-well, of what I might call a
more settled residence.”— Pick-me- Up.

REVIEW,

Reasonable Christianity. By Douglas Phillips. 0.,
Lemmon, 121 Hawkstone-road, Rotherhithe.— Mr. Phill’'F8
believing in the divine authority of the Bible, is at some pdllS
in this little pamphlet to try to reconcile the foreknowledge
and election of God with human responsibility. His cond
sion is, that all actions of God are right and just. If any stj1f
ment in the Bible appears to represent differently, we can
assured such is only apparent. If Mr. Phillips examined w
Bible as any other book, he might come to a very differ®.
conclusion.

FUND FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF MR. BRADLAUGf1*
LIABILITIES.

Geo. King, Gd.; M. Elwen, 5s.; J. R, 3d.; J. M. Marsh»]
Is.; R. Story, 2s.; Geo. Bond, Gd.; H. S. Ashford, 103. K.
Lot Hill: H. M., 10s. Gd.; J. Allen, 5s.; Stanbridge, Is.® )
N. Aylen, lIs. 6d.; Mussell, 5s.; Low, Is.; Cooper and Fri]» j
5s.; Cummings, 2s.; Hooper, Is.; Cassety, Is.; Packer,
Cooper, Is.; M. 0., 5s.; Righy and Smith, 5s.; Miss P»» =
10s.; Jas. Booth, £1 Is.; C. B. Round, Is.; A. J. Marriott, 0
C. Foggen, 2s.; R. Robinson, 2s. Gd.; J. Smith, 2s. Gd.!
Jones, 5s. Per T. nowell, 2s. Gd.; J. Lewis, 2s. Gd.; L. &@
2s.; J. Powell, 2s. Gd.; N. Moore, Is. ; A Friend, 2a. J-y jj,
(2nd List), £18 15s.; J. Plant, 5s.; G. Anchinvole, Is;
Millington, 10s. Per N. H. Vili, £1 10s.; R. J. M,, 2s,; Sprr;&

Is.; A.J. Nasset, £0.; A. Natto, 5s,; IL George, Is.; At» |
Shoemaker, 2s.; J. W. Hillie, 5s, ; Newstond, £1 ; A*y)),
2s. Gd. Per M. Hose, Norwood Liberal Club: G. Bonne #
Is.; N. E.,, &d.; F. 3d.; Friend, 3d.; C. T. G. S, 3d1ip

Manning, 2s. Gd.; McGuire, Is.; Parker, Gd.; Nanny " if,
5s.; C. Hesketh, 2s. Gd.; H. Brooksbank, Is.; H. M. M»Q

10s. Gd.; E. Binks,4s.; A. R. Andrews, 10s.; H. Willis, 10]"" t,
Bennett, Is. 3d.; A. Hildreth, Is.; J. Summers, 2a.; A-

Is.; J. Ayton, 6d.
THE BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL FUND* j
C. Round, Is. Per R. A. Cooper: A Lawyer, £1

Gedge, Gd. Per J. Umpleby (card 49) : J. B. Urnplebv,
S. A. llaydock, 4s. Gd. Per H. Shepherd (card 34) : H- . . >

herd, Is.; W. Malone, 2s.; W. V., 2s. Gd.; Lee, Is- 6 'jQ!
Colombo, 2s.; E. B., Is. Per E. Lowo (card 8G) : J.
S. Radcliff, 2s. Gd.; J. Hoyle, Is.; Nanny Grupp, 5a Lif

Niglitingall (card 131) : Memo, 10s.; G. Nightingalb

Banner, 6d.; J. Goodwin, 3d.; W. Alsopp, Gd,; i
2s. Gd.; W. Blythe, Is.; Bella Blythe, la.; R-
Is.; E. Biliks, 4s. Per J. Ashworth (card ' 6d]

Ashworth, 2s. Gd.; Sissy Ashworth, Gd.; R. Ashton,/join
J. Astley, 2s.; T. Lee, 2s. Gd.; H. S. Ashford) ™ €g,
Proceeds of Concert by Westminster Branch N. S.,b reeGet!
Per It. Killick (card 8, second list): T. Pasy, £1; G uT P”
Is. Per J. Berry (card 101): J. Berry, 2s.; 0. RRJT <Jill®
0. Whitecote, 48.; A. Spencer, 2s.; H Spencer, 2s.; (An F'!
8on,2fl.; E. Tillotson, 2s.; Namesake, 5s.; Il. Mars im
A. George, 2s. Gd. Per J. Little, junr. (card 31): J
J. Little, junr., 2s.; R G. Little, 2s.; W. Hodgson, h
Mackerell, 2s.; J. Mackerell, 2s.; Mrs. Holmes, 'y'rjind™"
Jones, Gd.; J. Hindmarch, Is.; W. E. Little, Is.; A-
2s. Gd. a bee"
[In the last list, F. Cresswoll, 10s. Gd., should h  Ji»[
J. H. Greonwell, 10s. Gd. T. Cresswoll, 23. Gd.,, sb ® g \&K
been T. Greenwell, 2s. Gd. L. llaslam, Is., should toa(U
L. llascain, Is.; and Edward Goodwin, in Gray bsb
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Limited, can be had on application, hnonds havi »

cards aro requested to roturn them at once.-"
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, asset
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sesit on post-card."]

LONDON.
®attersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30,
mainmMt by members and friends. Monday, at 8, social
b nerina;, Wednesday, at 8, dramatic entertainment. Thurs-
at 8, discussion.

Camberwell— 61 New Church Road, S.E.:
arris, “ How | became a Freethinker.”
“Ta °* Science, 142 Old Street, E.C.:

~he Doctrine of the Trinity.”
Mr T?n — Mr' Bea”le’'s> 10 Daisey Vlllas Manor Road: 7,
W. Dowding, “ Life of David.” Admission free; dis-
«ussion invited.
8 M~ ton Hall, Kentish Town Road, N.W.: 7.30, Orchestral Band ;
G' ~ernar(l Shaw, “ Freethinking, Old and New.” Monday,
L social meeting. Tuesday, at 8, singing and dramatic

sses (practice).

f\rtra”ord — Enterprise Hall,

7.30, Mr. Touzeau

7.30, Mrs. Annie Besant,

Great Eastern Road: Thursday

Viuay 28), at 8, Mr. G. W. Foote, “ Heaven and Hell.”
j West Ham—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: 8, Mrs.

P?i’).*:ou Smith, “ The Atonement.” Thursday, at 8, open
Stiate.

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA,

Kartersea Park Gates: 11.15, Mr. A. 13 Moss, “ Bible Prophets.”
t, Bgllmal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11.15, Mr. F.
Naslam, «aThe Fall of Man and the Atonement.”

Cfahmbe’)rwell—Station Road: 11.30, Mr. C.J. Hunt, “ God, where
ou ?”

Blerkenwell Green: 11.30, Mr. H. Snell will lecture.
<usidmont;on (corner of Angel Road): 6.30, Mr. Sam Standring,
be Dignity of Secularism.”
'Reshigiy Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, Mr. P. H. Snelling,

AWYBHOY dicre aul* Hereafter” : 3.30, Mr. A. B. Moss will

, jaiiiniersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, Mr. H. Snell,
. as Christianity been of Benefit to the World ?”
To ,*e Bark (near Marble Arch): 11.30, Mr. W. Heaford,
of Christ.”
MAYhwin—RalisifigtiRodd 63dse to Queen's
«J. Ramsey, “ Christ's Moral Failles.”
Hi,, J««land Green: 11.30, Mr. S. Soddy,
- Qe Ages.”
afebeth (corner of Belvedere Road, opposite St. Thomas's

“ The

“ Christianity in the

tvtpf tal). Westminster Bridge: 6.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ God:
IIf®.and what is it?”
Statu and Arches (corner of Battle Bridge Road): 11.30, Mr.
Jjjldones, “ The Soul Idea and Immortality.”
’\or{h nd Waste: 11.30, Mr. J. Rownry, “ The Creation Story.”
Finchley (opposite “ The Swan”): 11.30, Mr. Sam

?>“ Man’s Search for God.”
He» imlico Pier: 11.30, Mr. W. J. Ramsey, « God’s Pets.”
Ifr. nents Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3.30, debate between

S$§D ' J- Hunt and Mr. R. Dunn on “ Does Physical Science
Ton Theory of Evolution ?”
Odjmnham (corner of West Green Road): 3.30, Mr. E. W

Vip?' “ The Bogie Man.”
Ttmi. °k a Park (near the fountain): 3.15, Mr. W. Heaford, “ Plain
JVedab°ht the Bible.”

Bos(tr Ham_Plaistow Green (near the Station):

ﬁgincpl,,r (Eegrql—s&quyeButcher’s Hill: 11.30, Mr. J. Fagan, “ What

11, Mr. R.

COUNTRY.
—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge Street:

'ieWen” Robertson, 11, « The Transformation of Heaven and
“ A Sketch of a System of Politics”; 7, ‘' The

G IfSf of Jesus.”
'Htsion t"—Albion Hall, College Street: Close of Session. Ex-

Campsie Glen. Brakes leave Montrose Street at 9.30
. Diveji.cltets (2s. each) of R. Ferguson, 82 Ingram Street.
‘e iIr P°°I—Caﬂnden Hall Cam'den Street 11, Tontine Society;

ALV Byl , « We douldd my-son™ (z .hangsvi., zyj.
n al>An o~ dl. S. S, Secular Hall, Rusholme Road, Oxford
‘AY.., Saints’ : 6.30, Mr. H. Smith (of Farsley), “ Mind and

*aa4),“'mtl?'on'Tyne—Nelson Street: 7.30, Mr. Fox (of Sunder-

7P°n«B God Hood ?”

<Jtr. g. 1JT1— Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea:
BefpleV,'Hore, “ The Education of Secularists.”

Si dsme 7>lanch N. S. S., Outing to Frith Park. Members and
iant Cloet°n lady’s Bridge and start at 2, by tram-car, for the

7 °Uth Si m.Brightside Lane, and walk from there to the Park.

' flPortamvds~ GaPt- Duncan’s Navigation School, King Street:

bderia?*!* 113 11683 rnetting, annual election of officers, etc.

ting, —Albert Rooms, Coronation Street: 7, half-yearly
OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

'mno . 'Atthecorner of Denmark Road and Oxford Road:

eif-,.'t'ith (of Farsley), “ Secularism and Cruelty—a Reply

ShoP Of Chester ”

~oiflimpfa=liES, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.—June 7,
rnitig Ki Stow Green. July 5, morning, Plaistow Green; 19,
1 ngsland Green; 26, morning, Battersea.

The Freethinker.
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LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon Road, Rotherhithe, Louden, S.E..
—NMay 31, morning, Battersea ; afternoon, Finsbury Park. June 7,
morning, Clerkenwell; afternoon, Victoria Park; 14, morning,
Woolwich; afternoon, Finsbury Park; 21, morning Westminster;
evening, Camberwell; 28, morning, Clerkenwell; afternoon,
Finsbury Park. July 5, morning, Clerkenwell; afternoon, Vic-
toria Park; 12, morning, Woolwich; 19, morning, Westminster.

C. J. Hunt, 48 Fordingley Road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W.—
May 31, morning, Camberwell; afternoon, Regent’'s Park; evening,
Lambeth. June 7, morning, Kingsland Green ; afternoon, Regent’s
Park; 14, morning, Pimlico; evening, Kilburn; 21, ;morning,
Clerkenwell; evening, Lambeth; 28, morning, Hyde Park;
evening, Hammersmith.

A New and Greatly Enlarged Edition of

BIBLE ROMANCES

By G W. FOOTE.

1. The Creation Story (2d.) 8. The Wandering Jevrs (1d)
2. Eve and the Apple (Id). 9. Baalam’s Ass (ld.)

3. Cain and Abel (1d.) 10. God in a Box (ld.)

4. Noah’s Flood (2d.) 11. Jonah and the Whale (1d)
5. Tower of Babel (1d.) 12. Bible Animals (1d.)

6. Lot's.Wife (Id.) 13. A Vigin Mother (2d.)

7. The Ten Plagues (1d.) 14. The Resurrection (2d.)

LOVE THE REDEEMER

With reference to Count Tolstoi’'s “ Kreutzer Sonata,”
and his views on Christianity, Love, the Family,
] and Civilisation.
By R. G. INGERSOLL.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.

Price Id. Price Id.
A LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS.
THE EEY. HUGH PRICE HUGHES’S

CONVERTED ATHEIST
By G w, Foote.

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire to see this
pious fraud exposed as widely as possible.

SALVATION SYRUP,

LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND.

A Reply to GENERAL BOOTH

By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
For distribution—One Dozen Is. Gd.,postage Sd.

Works by G. W. Foote.

CHRISTIANITY AMD SECULARISM .
Four Nights’' Public Debate with the Rev. Dr. James
McCann. In paper covers.
Superior edition, in cloth
INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS
Second edition, enlarged.
Superior edition, in cloth
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
Three Hours' Address to the Jury before Lord Cole,
ridge. With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.

LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST
PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM

THE BIBLE GOD
THE FOLLY OF PRAYER
BIBLE HEROES—First Series, in elegant wrapper ...
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph's
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Holy Mo<es Il., (9)
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephthahand
Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each singly.
BIBLE HEROES—Second Series, in elegant wrpper ... 1 0
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint David 1.
(16) Saint David Il., (17) Sultan Solomon, (18) Poor
Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha, (21) General
Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The Prophets: Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea; (24) St. Peter, (25) St. Paul,
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Price Sixpence.

The Freethinker. fMay 31, 1891 ,

NOW READY.

REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

G W FOOTE

Reprinted from the Freethinker, after Revision and Enlargement. Price Sixpence.

N O W READY.

THE LEGAL EIGHT HOURS QUESTION

A VERBATIM REPORT

OF
NIGHTS"” PuUBLIC
BETWEEN

G. W. Foote and G. Bernard Shaw.

(Revised by both Disputants.)

TWO DEBATE

PRICE SIXPENCE. PRICE SIXPENCE.

R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.C.

THE RESURRECTION.

BEINO
NO. XIV. OF *“ BIBLE ROMANCE
By G. W. FOOTE.

Price Twopence.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.
For further Particulars send stamped directec
*nvelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

MEDICAL_ ESSAYS. voi.l.
By Dr. T. E. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London,W
Ofthe Author, for Postal Orderfor 1» 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy;
Health ; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing:
Light; Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure of
mDisease ; Constipation ; Biliousness; Eczema ; Black-
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds;
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The ltch, Ac.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. n.
Of the. Author, for Postal Ordtrfor 1* 2d.
Containing Articles on: The Healing Power of

.Nature” Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent
Health'-, Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness ; Wantof Energy, Ac.; Health Hints for Workers,
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Di-
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, Ac.

MEDICAL ESSAYS- vou. lll.

Postfree,from the Authorfor postal order for Is. 2d

It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air,
and How to Get It; The Management of Young
.Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast
tng; Perfect Foods; Green Foods; Suppers; Un.
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration;
Sea Bathing, Ac. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat
i Dfuit; to Judge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe
Properolal; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm ; | Live: to
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and
Cure of the following Diseases: Stomach Troubles,
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boil* and
Carbnncles, Sebaceous Tumors or W$ns, Hay
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis-
eases Produced by talcing Mercury.

No House is Complete without these Works.
When ordering the Essays, be suro and state which
Volu- you require.

HYGIEN.C MEDICINE;
<, THE ONLY RATIONAL WAY OF TREATING
DISEASE.

Everybody likes it who roads it.

Ofthe Author, for Poslal.order for If. 1d.
RHEUMATISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE
Post free seven stamps.
PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN:;i
Post fr»e IS stamps.

CITANTON, the People*» Dentist. 335 Strand (oppo-
tf.) *Ue*Someraet House).— on VULCANITE,
2s. 6d. earn, opper or lower set, £1. Cost quality, 4s.
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hour»
when rrwjaired, repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above they are fancy

charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. Gd. each; on 18c.
jold is».-, stopping, Qu extraction. Is. painless
ygas, Ct.

THE ESSENCE

OF RELIGION

GOD THE IMAGE OF MAN
MAN'S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE
THE LAST AND ONLY SOURCE OF

RELIGION.

By LUDWIG FEUERBACH.

« No one has demonstrated and explained
the purely human origin of the idea of God
better titan Ludwig Feuerbach.”— Buchner.

“ I confess that to Feuerbach | owe a
<ebt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling
about in uncertainty for the ground, and
Sliding everywhere shifting sand», Feuer-
bach cast a sudden blaze, in the darkness
and disclosed to me the way.”—Rev. 8. ;
Baring-Gould.

PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLETS.!

Price 1d. each, by post I£d.; the thirteen post free
for Is 4d.

Agnosticism and Immortality. By Samuel Laing.
Humanity and Dogmi. By Amos Waters.

What Ithe Old Testament Says About Itself. By
Julian.
The Old Testament Unhistoric and Unscientific. By

Julian.
The Four Gospels. By Julian.
The Subject of the Four Goapels. By Julian.
The Noble Path. By F. J. Gould.
Miracles Weighed in the Balance. By F. J. Gould.
Our Brother Christ. By F. J. Gould.
The Immortal Bible. By F. J. Gould.
Agnosticism Writ Plain. By F. J. Gould.

y | Am a Freethinker. gy Agnosco
Darvl\\;li.TIism and Religious Thought. By Frederick

illar.
Special Terms to Societies.

London : Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s Court,
Fleet Street, E.O.

MUSIC! MUSIC!!

2d. Each. Full Size.
7 for Is.

Song that Reached My Heart. Bogie Man.
I'll take you home again, Kathleen.
llazzlc Dazz’e. Tale of Woe. Pretty Pond Lillies.
Only to see her face again. White Wings.

Call Me Back Again. Anchor’s Weighed.
Ship that Never Returned. Dewdrop Waltz.

Mountain Belle Schottische. Sweet Kiss Polka.
Little Primrose Vaise. Original Caledonians.

And 800 others. Lists Gratis.

KING STREET MUSIC STORES,

Off Cheapside, London, E.C.

s
Price Twopence.

TO MARRIED PEOPLE- i
AN lllustrated List or Malthusian Spemahse.’b’
be forwarded per return of post on receyfie
oné penny stamp. Davies, Chemist, 101 Park
ds.

W. J. Rendell8
“WIFE'S FRIEND.

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” p*
“ Wife's Handbook,” 51.

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15&Pd

well Street, Clerkenwell, IlitiF
28. doz., post free (reduction in larger gs&B ol
For particulars send stamped envelope. fidi
Syringe, with vertical and reverse current, ' U
4. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrev p PowG".
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of {{A ,
tion” and “ Wife's Handbook,” 7£d. each. Fxaf
—W. J. Rendoll (J. Pullen, successor), 15L
Stroet, Clerkenwoll, E.O.

FITHE STRIKE OF A SEX, or, woman on ~ O
Against the Male Sex for Better Condi ‘fitf

Life (a Novel) should be read 'bK everg/ -Gf)c/g

most advanced book ever published. Sent P o

on receipt of eight penny stamps by W. H. BO

Publisher, New Cross, London, S.E.

B

POPULATION LIMITATION.-Practical
tions. Allbutt, Besanb, Owen, Know
each; lists Id.; all po*tfree. Fishkr, Kob*/~-A'A,

Should be in every Freethinker's L'11 <
The Bible and ;volutigSL
s. td F .V

Handsomely bound in cloth,
The  “ Freethinker ” says: “ J(0.]ieajji0"
mend it as a text hook of ‘the subject
is good and the stylo is bright,
carried along on an easy flowing stream
history, ethics and common sense.® .
The™ Truthseeker” says it is “ Clear
trustworthy in statement, and *rr
reasoning.’
i By same author—
Design and Natural Selection
Man and the Lower Animals
Two Revelations
Progressive Publishing Co.

(TOD 13 LOVE:
'J  Conrad Naewlger.
Freethinker. ‘'Shows so muygch
Reformer. “ Effective propa%a
Agnostic Journal. Publisher, PO
Street, London.

IS IT TRUE?

“ Written

A0l
Si
BF:

ouuiul
r
pat
BLACKPOOL-Apartmentg, withof

-L> Good cooking njnd cleanliness 8
view. Mrs. Butterfield, 23 Bank Ltro

n

FyTACKPOOL-ApaTiments PG tor-
home comfort. 2 Edward Hitre . 'frovﬂ()'\
Luke Beaumont (late of Milnsbridgeh n

The Impossible Cre6

bishoEP )
y O. W. FOOIB. ie#T*oP~".
Price Twopocice.

Printed) ind Rublished by G. ') £,0.
2S Stonecutter-street, Londo :



