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Sunday,

TALMAGE ON INFIDELITY.
almage is tbe first preacher in tbe land of Barnum.
is style is worthy ofa penny showman. No wonder
is sermons are read every week by two millions of
onstians. He who echoes, in exaggerated language,
jl 0 common-place sentiments of the multitude must
6 successful. But time, the rectifier, squares all
isf°’UrS  7asL and P°Pu”ar preacher of the hour
anally buried under the dust of oblivion.
JeaDwhile, however, the great Talmage has his
greittle day. His tabernacle, rebuilt after the
has probably cost more than Solomon’s temple.
~ Overy organ consumed a fortune. Seven or eight
Pe°P\e now hear his flashy rhetoric and
i, old his startling antics. Hats off, then! Greatis
mp~ge of the Brooklyn Jabbernacle !
h of his new success, and with all his blushing
pul S N“iok upon him, Talmage stands up in his
like another Samson, and slays a thousand
del'f " w*h tHe jawbone of another ass. *“ Infi-
F- he declares, “ is not only a plague, but the
tjj, a°r of Plagues.” The infidel goes about saying
~"dam and Eve never existed, that the Flood
t;a 'l happened, that the Bible is a fable, that Chris-
is Ity is false, and that “ the Church of Jesus Christ
Buv(fr’Perly gazetted as a fool.” Nor is this all.
aid u says his “ old father was hoodwinked,”
ont his dear old mother “ sat with a pack of lies
the r aP” when she read the Blessed Book. Here
overg ac™ rdroPs a Hood of tears. His emotions
iug® jo1? Lim. Words fail him to brand this awful
lirs «ghtly. The man who would dare to think
layeY ~or was not infallible, and that his mother may
N aHoteeri mistaken, is unfit to breathe the air of this
A *
[he ]gij’\ProIity proposes, says Talmage, is to destroy
jocose ** and if goes about the task with “ great
*Hrth ' i lugersoll laugheth at it, and his
Rifely A, SaareA ,by thousands. Awful reflection!
lid o/fi end °N ad tfliug8 draweth nigh, and the
Lord’ 6 advenk trumpet will soon be heard, and
han s anger will burn the infidels tr
- jjPPy Christians will sing the seng of redemp-
PUtid a | ?%ew Jerusalem, where gold is a penny a
Jewels are cheaper than paving-stonei
18 infidelity but “ a religion of ‘don’t

1

?.°sitiye ale Christianity is a*“ religion of glorious
NVegu < But Talmage does not specify the “ posi-
<fabeaurPYjould find it awkward to do so. There

iiPositiygl,, harmony among Christians as to these
>cuij (jQ Hundreds of sects have squabbled over
A nntil<llk ~ 6 over i'Lerm» and will squabble over

irCfor the ,, nworld is weary of tho squabbling".
Sfidd s £ T dl’ consolation ” of Christianity, which

fs positiv t0 destroD suffices to remark that Hell
oh'lafidelff aS Heayeil>and positively fuller.

iN3° cooif tryinS t0 Put out all the lighthouses

tI, "8 to * , °f.eternity.” Not so, Mr. Talmage. It

liA dini (p stltute the electric light of science for

and QiracAn£ light of religion. Jewish rush-

4 0. g risttan sixteens, are behind this age of
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progress. They are only fit for the cave-men of the
mental world.

Look at the Bible light on the subject of marriage.
Talmage declares that the Bible does not uphold
polygamy. God made Adam one wife; if he had
favored polygamy he would have made five or ten
wives ; which is a pretty argument to address to the
“ infidel,” who regards the Creation story as a fable.
Talmage cannot deny that “ God permitted poly-
gamy,” nor can he find a text against it from Genesis
to Revelation. His chief favorites had many wives.
David, the man after God’'s own heart, set up a
harem, and still went poaching. Solomon, the wisest
of men, had seven hundred wives and three hundred
kept women. True, says Talmage, but they paid
dearly for it; they were punished for their “ insult to
holy marriage.” When, Mr. Talmage, and where ?
Solomon was punished for marrying foreign wives,
who induced him to worship foreign gods. Had he
kept within the tribes, he might have married daily.

Talmage scorns the notion that the Bible is
“ antagonistic to woman.” But he does not reply to
asingle “ infidel ” objection. Not an allusion is made
to Paul’s praise of celibacy and his belated views as
to the subordination of women. Instead of this,
Talmage bids us look at Eve, a perfect woman— who
ate apples and damned the race ; at Ruth— who crept
into the barn after Boaz; and at Hannah, who “ with
her own loving hand replenished the wardrobe of her
son Samuel.” Truly aremarkable woman! She could
actually sew, and she made her boy a coat. Many
other women have made their boys a whole suit.

Another point is that Jesus turned water into wine
to help “ awomanly housekeeper.” But that miracle
cannot bo repeated, while the low teaching of Jesus
and Paul did for centuries, and does still, rivet the
chains on women'’s necks.

“ Chains ” ! cries Talmage, “ nothing of the sort.”
He sees pearl necklaces put on by the hands of
loving husbands, fathers, and brothers. But what a
foolish reply ! Many men buy finery for their women-
folk who treat them like dolls or slaves. What
women really want is a little less of this charity and
a little more justice.

Talmage’s great reply to “ infidelity ” takes the
form of a question. Where are its educational and
charitable institutions? Now, to begin with, Jesus
Christ told his followers not to let one hand know
what the other did ; and here is Talmage challenging
other folk to see who gives the most. In the next
place, the challenge is an idle one. Institutions
are chiefly supported by endowments, and Christian
laws— maintained by challengers like Talmage— do
notallow “ infidels’’ the use of dead men’s money.
Nay, more. Even when an *“ infidel ” like Girard
founds a college, and forbids the entrance of clergy-
men within its precincts, the Christians get hold of
tho endowment and pervert it from the founder’s
intentions; indeed, Talmage boasts of the fact, and
tho boast shows the modesty and sincerity of his
challenge to the “ infidels.”

We will not waste words on Talmage’'s soup-and-
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blanket-ticket argument. Freethinkers subscribe to
nnsectarian charities, in addition to relieving their
own poor. But they lack the Christian’s faith in
“ charity.” They prefer justice. They are radical
reformers; that is, they go to the roots, the causes, of
social evil, instead of everlastingly tinkering at their
effects. They would rather purify the blood than
subscribe for plasters for ulcers.

Among the classes for whom Christianity does so
much good, Talmage mentions “ the imbecile.” Well,
it ought to do something for them, for half of them
are its own creation. Human brains would be far
stronger if they were not addled by superstition.

“ 1 thank God,” Talmage exclaims, “ that this
plague of infidelity will be stayed.” He does not
tell us who will perform'the miracle. Perhaps he
means himself, but his well-known modesty forbids
his saying so. For our part, we have little belief in
his ability. Let him meet Ingersoll in debate ifhe dares.
Let him expose his trumpery rhetoric to the light-
ning of Ingersoll’s wit, and his crude teaching to the
thunder of Ingersoll’s denunciation. That would be
far braver than mouthing forcible-feeble platitudes at
the rate of a hundred pounds an hour.

We must not close without giving a specimen of
Talmage’s “ eloquence.” After saying that the Bible
will hold out against infidel attacks till the day of
judgment, he tells us its usefulness will then expire.

“ What will be the use of tho Book of Revelation, standing,
as you will, with your foot on the glassy sea, and your hand
on the ringing harp, and your forehead chapleted with eternal
coronation, amid tho amethystine and twelve-gated glories of
heaven ? The emerald dashing its green against the beryl, and
the beryl dashing its blue against the sapphire, and the
sapphire throwing its light on the jacinth, and the jacinth

dashing its fire against the chrysoprassus, and you and | stand-
ing in the glories of ten thousand sunsets.”

There is a great deal of “ dash” in this peroration.
Impatient readers, with a preference for Attic over
Asiatic (or Houndsditch) prose, will be tempted to
say— Dash it! We leave Talmage standing in “ the
glories of ten thousand sunsets,” though moonshine
would bo more appropriate. G. W. FOOTE.

RELIGION AND CHILDREN.

T he calumny circulated by the Bishop of Chester and
the Rev. Benjamin Waugh that Secularists are pre-
eminent in ill-using their children is as silly as it is
false. It is the reverse of the truth. Holding as
their cardinal principle to make the best of this world,
Secularists teach that the proper care of children is
the deepest concern of society. Our antagonistic
attitude towards religion and the churches is chiefly
on account of their warping the minds of children
and blighting their lives with terrifying dogmas
before they are mature enough to examine them. A
great part of the miseries of life arise from the task
of unlearning the mistaken lessons of youth, and to
many, especially to weak and nervous children,
religion is a curse. They cannot grasp its doctrines,
but they can apprehend its terrors.

Regard for offspring is found, not only among
savages, but in all animals whose progeny are unable
to take care of themselves. The sentiment of parental
love is not founded on Christianity. It existed
before Jesus Chr i, and will remain when his religion
has gono the way of its predecessors. It is fortunate

it does not depend on creed, for we know no faith (

more calculated to thwart it than the belief that
children are by nature the offspring of sin, under a
torments.

curse, and probably doomed to eternal
“ Paradise,” said Mohammed, “ is at the feet of
mothers,” herein uttering poetically the natural

sentiment of humanity.

In resigning supornaturalism, Secularists have not
changed their human nature. No ; the thought and
devotion we wasted on religion are directed to our
fellows to whom they can be of service. We believe
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in humanity; we hold to liberty and love. Our
regards are diverted from some imaginary heaven or
hell hereafter, to the future of this world, which we
seek to make as happy as possible. Our hopes and
cares centre in children. Religion has taught their
duties; we proclaim their rights. We insist that
children have faculties to be exercised, and that the
influence of religion is pernicious because cramping.

We demand not only the emancipation of women
but of children. “ If it be true,” says Herbert
Spencer, “ that the dominion of man over woman
has been oppressive in proportion to the badness of
the age or the people, it is also true that parental
authority has been stringent and unlimited in a like
proportion.” Restraint, we say, is not education.
Punishment is not reformation. Our maxim is, “ Hands
off. Instead of hands, hearts.” We teach parental
responsibility, not parental authority. Religion acts
through authority and coercion. The position of a
father, as taught in the Bible, is that of almost un-
limited power over his children. This is illustrated
in tho story of Abraham and Isaac.. Parents selected
wives for their sons (Gen. xxi., 12 ; Exodus xxi.>
9-11; Judges xiv., 2). In patriarchal times they
had power of life and death. We read in Gen.
XXXViii., 24, “ 1t was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy
daughter-in-law hath played the harlot. And
Judah said, Bring her forth and let her be burnt/
Exod. xxi., 15-17, enacts that children who smite °r
curse their parents shall surely be put to death.
Deuteronomy xxi., 18-21, declares that if a man ha»
a stubborn and rebellious son, “ all the men of his

city shall stone him with stones that he die."
Children were often taken as slaves for debts COn-
traded by the father (2 Kings iv.,, 1 Is. 1, 1; Neh-
v.,5).

« Re

The flogging of children is a Bible duty,
that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that
loveth him chasteneth him betimes ” (Prov. xiii., 24)
“ Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy
soul spare for his crying ” is another amiable injunc
tion (xix., 18). Again: “ Foolishnoss is bound ®
the heart of a child, but the rod of correction sbal

drive it far from him ” (Prov. xxii., 15). The ro
seems to have been, in the old dispensation, 4h
divinely-appointed method of salvation. “ Wk®'

hold not correction from the child; forif thoubeates
him with the rod he shall not die. Thou shalt bfif
him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul
hell” (Prov. xxiii., 13, 14). The infliction of pa0
is the only motive the divine book appeals to
the task of bringing up children. It is a sufficieB
comment on its divinity that it gives superflu0
advice as to duties of obedience, which parents a
only too eager to enforce, and says nothing of
dren’s rights.* Such texts have fostered the 10”0
dominion and accustomed children to a despotic f°
of government and an intercourse regulated by hr® j
force. This barbarising influence has been a poWer
hindrance to progress. B!
Take such a story as that of Elisha and the s .
bears whom God sent to destroy forty-two g ~
children for calling Elisha “ baldhead.” Here 1 »
pretty lesson in religious terrorism. Then look
Sunday is made a day of dolorous gloom to child fye
It is a day of restriction— that is of impeding
healthy natural expansion of life. Ono must
this, that and tho other because it is the Lord s e
Church and school must take the place of suDScsg
and green fields. To run, skip, jump, whistle or - t0
are prohibited, and dreadful penalties are suppoS°’~a0.
result from the infraction of tho religious ta Of
How shocked, yet how delighted, aro the ehim¥
religious parents when they see how the childil ~

- o
e “ Spare the rod and spoil the child - IS & favorite & ighlg
repeated maxim of the religious, a sort of condensatio “ed a
doctrine. Wesley established a school in which lie
play whatever, and pointed to the Bible as his authon
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Freethinkers enjoy themselves on Sunday. | declare
that, -were there no other indictment against religion
than the misery it has inflicted on little ones through
its cramping superstitions, it would warrant the ex-
clamation, Ecrasez I'infame ! J. M. Wiieelee.

MABEL COLLINS ON MADAME BLAVATSKY.

Axd yet | do not regret having known her. She was so
extraordinary a woman. She taught me one great lesson :
1llearned from her how foolish, how “ gullible,” how easily
attered human beings are, taken en masse. Her contempt
°r her kind was on the same gigantic scale as everything
® about her, except her marvellously delicate taper
‘mgers. In all else she was a big woman; she had a
greater power over the weak and credulous, a greater
~Pacity for making black appear white, a larger waist, a
. °re voracious appetite, a more confirmed passion for
jyacco, a more ceaseless and insatiable hatred of those
, aotn she thought to be her enemies, a greater disrespect
i rJes convenances, a worse temper, a greater command of
~aa language, and a greater contempt for the intelligence
her fellow beings, than | had ever supposed possible to
Ocontained in one person. These, | suppose, must be
®ckoned as her vices, though whether a creature so indi-
h'ld™ t0 a" ordinary standards of right and wroDg can be
to have virtues or vices,1 know not.
le, c°nimenced by being interested in her professed know-
of magic, and very curious about her greater preten-
, N* | ended by arriving at a condition of wonder at her
her"18 'n charlatanry, her sublime confidence in herself,
int c?ntempt for everyone else. | sometimes think the
t'23 contemPt confused people and made them
p *Sa- | have seen her, by the simplest sleight of hand,
and Ce new American stamps, and fresh sovereigns, and
pr ckan bank notes—the newness about them being a
of her just having created them or drawn them out
= 00 vastness of the infinite being'—to the positive con-
FeERR - apparently intelligent witnesses, | have known
profess to read sealed letters by the help of her psychic
3 'ers>and make shrewd business men think she had done
Point ea a mere child, not under her spell, would have
& t0d out that these same letters and a hot-water jug had
t"thTY 6 opportunity for making each other’s acquaintance,
.her kind assistance. | have known her intimidate a
nl gathering of (at other times) sensible persons by the
staAi? announcement that she could see her *“ master”
p *hg among them, and that he was very angry.
stran, 6 heard from different sources, that some very
hiade’ 8 reve'ations about Madame Blavatsky would be
~hntr' - -r 7er dea™l There are persons in different
toLO 'Os in possession of documents and letters which are
hope Published in due course, so it has always been said. |
Pbnt 1 9 may Be so. Her own letters, if collected and
lessor,” WouM be most curious ; and would be a valuable
V a <"ose who are likely to be fascinated or flattered
lilely *h*ehectual siren. Not that another so great is
Win 1to.arise among us in this century. Many, however,
CysticO "nterested to know, once for all, whether this
Heth adventurOss was an adventuress pure and simple, or
Ho was, as some believe, a political spy or agent,
Mi0J ed thQ cloak of a religious movement to cover her
ok ' and made a set of fanatics the unconscious har-
‘ived]i a fOW political intriguers in any centre she
for Rn', ft would be impossible far anyone who knew her
f\hat short a time as | did to form any opinion as to this,
v/~al me°thve of her charlatanry was, it was
roriQep-Olk'y audacious and entirely unscrupulous. A
dead 10and infamous career is closed, and now that she is
°0lys v® who have lost any of our illusions with her, can
"y>*" Peace be to her soul.”— Sunday World.

.The,

IS announced of tbp Rev. Basil Harris Cowper,
«Heed; aSe °f 71. Mr. Cowper was one of tho most
alugili.and distinguished of tho London opponents of Free-
Wl als0 t WaS for a bme editor of tho Bibliotheca Sacra,
Retest oF *°n° ~he sheit-lived publicatiois run in the
Vdibe 6f 7y*° wmristian Evidence Society. He issued
Us’uBsion Jst\"POeryphdl G°sPe’si ar*d had a long written
j G G°Se]™ yb Mr. Bradlaugh on the question “ When Were
itdhed geni*f ritked P MF. Odwpetr had learning, but he
"uln, "my> which want probably arose from defective
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THE CHURCH AND EDUCATION.

One of the reasons why the Church and Conservative
organs are prepared to eat the words they have written
against free education, is that year by year the subscrip-
tions to voluntary schools have been diminishing. Last
year, for instance, the Church of England only subscribed
£589,640 14s. Id. to educate 2,263,435 children, while the
Government paid to Church of England schools £1,455,422
2s. 3d. That is, the nation sells to the Church of England
the monopoly of education in certain districts for £589,640,
and pays £1,455,422 for doing it.

Virtually the Church, in country districts, ha3 the mono-
poly of education. There is no choice of schools over the
largest part of the area of England. The Church practically
asserts the right to educate all children within vast districts,
whether their parents belong to her communion or not.
For this they have already obtained the major part of the
expense from public money, and now hope to obtain far
more.

Where ecclesiastical control of schools is most complete,
education is at its lowest level. In the most recent returns
the Board-schools showed 91-23 passes, while the Church-
schools showed 88-36. In the higher standards it was the
same. In the seventh Board-school showed 80-23, Church-
schools 71-60. No wonder the discerning among the
Church party hope that the Conservative Government will
give a new lease of life to the worst schools, and place a
new public endowment in ecclesiastical hands, and let them
hold one more vested interest. But their hopes must be
frustrated by the demand for universal school boards with
absolute control on the part of tax-payers.

BLASPHEMY IN GERMANY.

The appeal against the iniquitous sentence of six months’
imprisonment for blasphemy, passed on Dr. T. A. Voelkel,
of Magdeburg, has been dismissed. Within three weeks
the editor of the Neues Freireligidses Sonntags Blatt will be
incarcerated in a Christian dungeon, with his wife and six
children left at the mercy of the world, and he expecting
yet further imprisonment from other indictments. And this
in intellectual Germany, in the last decade of the century
which has seen Goethe, Heine, Strauss, and Schopenhauer!
What do the bigots expect to do ? Do they think to stay
the progress of Freethought and criticism ? Do they
hope to Kkill out the pioneers of emancipation ? They may
as well seek to control the wind. But the past has no
lesson for these stupid and brutal bigots, who display in
their intolerant conduct the absurdity and atrocity of their
creed.

South Shields Branch of the National Secular
Society's Annual Report, 1890-1.— The total income from
all sources amounted to £58 5s Id. Our work during the year
has been fairly well sustained. Besides useful lectures,
debates, readings, and entertainments at our ordinary weekly
meetings, we have on three occasions had very successful
lectures by local speakers. Our visits from London lecturers
have included Mrs. Besant, Messrs. Foote, Moss, Hunt, and
Clark. Our Picnic to Holywell Dene wa3 again a great
success, as was also our annual gathering at the new year.
A good deal of literature has been distributed, and we have
been able to re-open our 1 nding library, which is now under
the control of Miss Moir, in whom we have found a capable
and attentive librarian. We had the good fortune to bo
represented at the National Conference at Manchester last
year, and also the melancholy duty of sending delegates to
show our respect to our late ex-Fresident. The number of
new members enrolled during the year has teen larger than
any previous year of the Branch s existence, with the single
exception of 1880. Our roll now includes no less than four
gentlemen who are members of the School Board, and two
Town Councillors. A substantial balance is now on hand to
open the coming year. The South Shields Branch is making
arrangements for the Annual Picnic of the North Eastern
Secular Federation, which it is anticipated will be held at
South Shields this year.—R. Chapman, secretary.

llow to save your souls.—Walk on your heels.

“ Do you allow drunken people in the train ?” asked a fussy
clergyman at the Charing Cross Station the other day.
“ Sometimes, but not when they are too drunk,” replied the
porter; "just take a seat near the middle of the train and
keep quiet, and you'll be all right.”
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CORRESPONDENCE,

SPONTANEOUS GENERATION.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

W ithout Wishing to obtrude myself into your columns, I
would like to call attention to a little matter that might
otherwise escape notice. Mr. A. B. Moss, writing on “ Crea-
tion and Evolution,” in your last issue, says :—

“ In my judgment the experiments of Professor Tyndall, which

are said to have destroyed the doctrine of ‘spontaneous genera,
tion,” were eminently unsatisfactory. To exclude the air, and
consequently the gases necessary for the existence of the very
lowest form" of animated matter, seems to me to he setting up
impossible conditions for the production of life. Besides, life
having been once produced, no matter by what means—the
atmosphere ever afterwards teeming with life—all experiments on
the subject of <spontaneous generation’ must necessarily be of an
unsatisfactory character.”
From which remark it is quite evident that Mr. Moss has
only got the idea of Professor Tyndall's celebrated experi-
ments at second-hand. He will, I am sure, be grateful to me
for putting him on the right track on this point, as, should
he repeat his opinion in public, he might lay himself open,
and rightly so, to the charge of misrepresentation of facts.
The whole history of the Professor's experiments may be
found in his essay on “ Fermentation” (Fragments of Science
vol. ii.). By referring to that essay, Mr. Moss will find that
Professor Tyndall did not exclude air from the phial contain-
ing the water— he only excluded impure air. The contact with
the perfectly clear atmosphere of the Alps caused no life to
germinate in the perfectly clear water. But | beg to refer Mr.
Moss to the book mentioned. | guarantee to say that after
a perusal of the essays therein contained, Mr. Moss will not,
for the purpose of a mere argument, raise his opinion against
what has come to be an axiom of Science. | feel | have no
right in the pages of the Freethinker to advance any counter
arguments to those of Mr. Moss, but the question must
suggest itself to every thinking mind, if, at one time, this
planet of ours contained no germ of life, whence came life ?
Of course, | don’'t pause for a reply, as | have settled the
question in my own mind; but the idea of some germ
careering towards this earth, on the back of a red-hot
meteorite is, to me, inexpressibly ridiculous, however much it
may be disguised in scientific phraseology. Mr. Moss’s
words “ besides, life having been once produced ” beg the
whole question. | find it easier to believe in God. Thanking
you in anticipation. William Brandle.

SECULARISTS AND CRUELTY TO CHILDREN.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—In nearly all the large cities and towns in the United
Kingdom exist branches of the “ Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children,” most of which have prosecuted a
number of people for breaking the law they charge them-
selves to maintain. Would it not be well for Branches, or
even members, of the N. S. S., in every place possible, to
request or demand from the local branch of the S.P.C.C. the
names and addresses of all those who have been prosecuted
by it, and thus test the truthfulness of the statement mado
by the Rev. B. Waugh, and propagated by the Bishop
of Chester. John Judse.

6 Coburg-street, Leeds, May 4, 1891.

OBITUARY

It is with deep regret that | record the death of Mr. John
Simson, avery old member of the late Central London Branch
of the N. S. S., who, after an attack of influenza, died at his
residence in Jawbit-street, Bethnal Green-road, E. The
deceased was about 60 years old, and died as he lived, an
Atheist; but owing to his widow being a Christian he will be
buried as such, and not as he lived and died, an Atheist. Of
such widows is tb kingdom of heaven.— James Neate.

HOW TO HELP US.

(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the
window.

(2) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker
and try to sell thorn, guaranteeing to take tho copies
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-shoets, which
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Forder
will send them on application.

(5) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in tho train,
the car, or the omnibus.J
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ACID DROPS,

Madame Blavatsky’s death removes one of the most remark-
able personages of her time, whose career presents a curious
problem. She was of good birth, travelled and learned, if
not in all the wisdom of the East, at least in all its supersti-
tions. Yet she lived the life of an adventuress, and left no
option between the opinions that either she was the most
gifted revealer of unknown truth that the world has yet seen,
or that she was an impudent impostor. She spent over forty
years of her life in accumulating the material which enabled
her to successfully play the rule of high priestess of a new
faith, yet it is at least possible that Theosophy was only the
cover for other objects. Some who knew her well are of
opinion that the masters she really obeyed were located, not
in Thibet, but at St. Petersburg. In another column we have
given some extracts from Miss Mabel Collins, who was f°r
above a year co-editress with her of the magazine Lucifer.

Not being among the prophets we are unable to predict
with certainty the effect of Madame Blavatsky's death on the
Theosophic movement. Our impression is that it will
gradually expire. Mrs. Besant may now take the lead, and
she is a very able woman, but will she be able to make
people believe that she possesses miraculous, or as the
Theosophists call it abnormal, powers? Without that
Theosophy is only an abstract superstition.

We regret to inform our readers that the Lord or the Devil
has laid his hand on Col. Ingersoll. He has been confined
to his bed, seriously ill with la grippe. But he is of a stout
constitution, and has probably pulled through before this
reaches our readers. We can assure him he has the sympathy
and good wishes of thousands of English Freethinkers.

Mr. Justice Smith displayed an insolent bigotry at the Old
Bailey. A juryman claimed to affirm under Mr. Bradlaugk5
Act, and the judge said he would rather not have him.
fortunately the judges are paid out of the Consolidated Fun®
and cannot be dealt with by question in the House 0
Commons. They also possess the most ridiculous powers, as
as the law stands it is hard to resist their tyranny. But the)
can be branded outside their courts, and we tell Mr. Just'c®
Smith that he has flouted the law from the bench and bebaTe
like a bully where he should have acted like a gentleman.

General Von Moltke, the German fighting-man, though!'tb?
Bible the first of books. We presume he referred esped"l'“
to the bloody wars of the Jews, who, as Thomas Paine
never converted but butchered, slaying man, woman, and chn ’

The Christian Evidence Defence Association, at SpeDM!
moor, is still troubling the local paper with wearisome f
about the proposed debate, but nothing it can say will »[
the facts. Mr. Foote is willing to meet a represent»i”™
minister, or a champion put forward by ministers or church
and if a debate is wanted with him, his conditions will k'
to be complied with. No doubt it is distressing to Christy
to find they cannot have their own way in everything,
they must try to reconcile themselves to the unpleasant In

The Manchester Branch of the Christian Evidence S°c[['.
held its annual meeting at the Town Hall. Bishops. ar Of
deacons, and M.P.'s were not present, but sent lette* ~
apology for their absence. The secretary gave a glo'”
report of many important courses of lectures; but a3 ~
year's income was only £24, we suppose the report runs”
taken with a large grain of salt. The number of * 1°“
converted was not disclosed.

The Rev. Jacob Primmer, of Dunfermline, calls thO "
Professor Story, of Roseneath, “ a sanctimonious hyP°° t fs
The Rev. Professor Story speaks of Mr. Primmer's 1® jjr.
“silly and mendacious,” “insolent and profane-
Primmer returns to the charge with the climax, “ , ptf-
lately seen to travel by cab and train on the Sabbath ~
If this last dreadful assertion is true, surely the symp
of all pious Scotsmen will revolt from Professor Stoiy-

— - - J

The vicar of St.._Steghen’s_\Woadvilley gives pot™.yjugt »
parish magazine that in future his permission

obtained for placing any memorials on graves. HO s‘(— e\/lf
“ jam pots, glass bottles, tin cans, blue jugs. Yol 0
chimney-pots with flowers in them,” have been P
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"Ombs. This may outrage his feelings, but their removal,
while the costly decorations of the well-to-do are permitted
" remain, will perhaps yet more outrage the feelings of his
Poor parishioners.

San Francisco is a religious organisation known as the
commonwealth of Jesus. The vice-president and secretary
are both in prison ; the first charging the latter with larceny,
while the first is accused of threatening to kill the secretary.

oey are evidently as worthy of their name as the company
°f Jesus.

,~e Duke of Connaught lately held forth at one of the
F°us meetings at Exeter Hall, and was followed by an archi-
épiscopal flunkey who lauded his “ impressive ” speech. = Hi3
t?yal Highness said that there was a lamentable decay of
‘Ohgion in these days, and too much selfishness. Well now,
at was impressive. The speaker himself, for no other merit
an condescending to he born, draws a pension of £25,000
year, besides his military emoluments. 'This income of his
y atax on the industry of people who work for their living.
Hie royal pensioner—or royal pauper— stands up at a
n,°Us,Meeting and cants about the selfishness of the age ; and
®pious audience applauds him, and an archbishop— another
Publie parasite— hails him as a God-given moralist! And
i is the Christianity we are asked to treat with tenderness |
N« the wretched thing stinks— positively stinks.

g ~ke Swedish courts have not only convicted Mr. Il. V.

and i blasphemy for preaching the doctrines of Bentham

0, Hill, which they declare subversive of Christianity, hut

bis9e™ at kO’ a naHve of Finland, shall, on the expiration of

to tfeil’ence °f three months’ imprisonment, he handed over

fill = /ender mercies of the Russian Government. Such is
ristian law in the nineteenth century.

Auss'an Nligious papers solemnly rejoice over the fact
mom tae “eerees expelling Jewish artisans from cities, have
the ~ over 50,000 Jews to abjure the Law of Moses. How

j must love the religion they have embraced;

1j TUe ?oman Catholic appeal to obtain the money of Mrs.

the a3800 wao was Sot into a sisterhood through a hole in
has been dismissed with costs.

Ju aakee ministers have found a new way of raising cash.

some farmer to give them seed corn, then ask the

uro farmers to sow it in a patch for the Lord, and give the

testin as the church. Here will be an opportunity for

their ~ t4e Power °t prayer. Let the parsons pray with all

irUtfP°Wer tor the Lord’'s patch, and see if it is any more
Ul than the rest of the crops.

that tv aH'eford, West Riding, Yorks, the census returns show

the > t Population increases at least four times faster than

Zhow i/ esse(t religionists. No doubt other places will also
uat they are declining year by year.

APresg0lryPOnent s'gns himself “ Autolycus” thus
keture63 ~kaself in the Liverpool Daily Post, apropos of a

the ex-0/* ,methods of Semitic thought:—* As regards
~hich Wence the Old Testament of myths and fables
‘here ;16 found in varying form all over the world,

Atkinn 110 7ack °t them, from the story of the Fall and the
p~Qtus ?.rPent downwards. There is a myth about the
*UJj ® Hoses, and the plagues, of which variants are to be
thoun-ril European, Polynesian, and Indian folklore. But
°f thesOSCAars are doubt as to how the Semites got hold
etlough°t S0laes originally, they have not been courageous
ktie) ,, ,° proclaim that they are not myths at all.” Very
y°U mdn UtPlycus.” ' ~nt hy what talismanic influence did
'Hter ? ‘e editor of the D. P. to give publicity to your

11°Us state 8 0 a corresP°ndence in the Guardian, the rel
.>ps o ot Birmingham is enough to give Jehovah tl
7 clergy e.Wnter says intellect is wanted on the part <
V.the pg0 , Mother says that intellect is wanted on thepai
®fjd, j8~0 Ple- The only way to attract to sermons, it
nDiaad aa 7??°“ on such subjects as “ A Thorough Screw
of waV .,“ WWch Hors® will Win?” “ A W

' Blrmlrmt , and such topics, with which the |nte|lec

am has recently been edified.
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Corporal Greenwood, R.E., committed suicide at Aldershot.
As there was no evidence to show that his mind was impaired,
the jury returned a verdict offelo de se, and the coroner gave
orders for the police to take over the body and bury it at
night. One would think, at this time of day, the authorities
would be ashamed of such an indignity. But if the law is
to be carried out, it should he carried out properly, and the
suicide’s body be buried at the meeting of four cross-roads
“ with a stake in his inside.”

According to a correspondent of the 'Newcastle Leader, Mr.
De Cobain, the “ wanted ” M.P., has been airing his piety at
Bilbao, where he offered to conduct religious services in the
Seamen’s Hall.

Listen to the Christian missionaries and you will imagine
the Chinese to be a wicked and cruel people. Now a Chinese
proverb says, “ He is a great man who never loses his child’s
heart.” Every sensible man will be slow to believe mis-
sionary slanders of a people who have a proverb like that.

Professor Max Muller’'s Gifford Lectures have just been
discussed by the United Presbyterian Synod assembled at
Edinburgh. A no doubt worthy person, holding that the
Professor had “ done the greatest mischief to the Christian
faith that had ever been done in Scotland,” moved that a
committee should be appointed to inquire into the learned
lecturer’s views, and into the powers of the Senate to accept
the Gifford bequest. Although the gentleman declared that
any man who moved or supported an amendment “ denied
Christ,” it is satisfactory to note that an amendment to the
effect that the Presbytery had no jurisdiction whatever over
the Senate of the University was carried by seventeen votes
to five. “ Five for Christ,” exclaimed the defeated member.
— Pall Mall Gazette.

In ancient times the clergy had the privilege of taxing
themselves. The great purpose of holding Convocation—
which was suppressed in 1716 and revived in a powerless state
in 1854— was to obtain their consent to the subsidies required.
Be sure they made things easy for themselves, and would like
to revive the good old times. Though they do not venture
to propose this, they are strongly of opinion that others should
be taxed to support their churches, stipends and schools.

The Irish Y.M.C.A.'s Bulletin gives its readers a half-
column of “ Acid Drops.” We should be glad to record that
it had taken something else from our columns than the hint
for a headline.

The beneficent effects of the divine religion of sweet Jesus
is illustrated in Russia, where 10,000 Jews have been turned
out of Moscow, and Christian Stundists are being severely
prosecuted on the charge of leaving the orthodox faith, and
have been sentenced for this “ crime ” to terms of imprison-
ment varying from six months to five years, with exile, in
the latter case, to Siberia, and in all cases with deprivation
of all civil rights. It is only Christianity which evokes such
loving charity as this to fellow Christians.

The anti-Jewish Press of Russia actually proposes that a
law should be enacted which would compel the 5,000,000 of
Russian Jews to emigrate en masse. To this no doubt the
most Christian Czar would accede, were it not for the pressure
of Jewish financiers, whose services he requires.

The vicar of Madeley has been having his church restored,
and, in honor of Fletcher of Madeley, gave to the Methodists
the old font in which Fletcher was baptised. The Church
Times thereupon roundly abuses the vicar for “ giving away
what was not his to give,” tells the Methodists they had
better return to the Church than become resetters of such
property, and demands the restoration of the font. How
they love one another 1

The Chinese have a curious saying : “ The Christians abuse
their neighbors. We can do that without becoming
Christians.”

Samuel Kinns, the gentleman who once threatened us with
legal proceedings for criticising him severely, has issued
another big book, called Graven in the Rocl:, which is merci-
lessly cut up in last week’s Academy. “ The book is not one
for serious review,” says the Academy, hut a “ few gems ” are
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selected to show its quality. Our contemporary sighs over
the fact that a thousand copies of this “ silly and pretentious
booh ” were sold in a fortnight.

A different notice appears in the Speaker— which, by the
way, is owned by Samuel Kinns's publisher, Messrs. Cassell
and Co., and edited by Mr. Wemyss Beid, the firm’s literary
superintendent. The author who is laughed at in the
Academy appears as “ a singularly well-equipped scholar ” in
the Speaker, and his belated ideas are mildly referred to as
the effects of “ a somewhat Conservative standpoint.” Of
course the get-up of the book receives unstinted praise. It
is a curious case of publishers’ log-rolling.

The Earl of Shrewsbury has made a collection of imple-
ments of torture, which will shortly be exhibited in Eegent-
street. The collection contains the famous Iron Virgin from
Nuremberg, a picture of which we gave a few years back.
There are also leg-irons, thumb-screws, racks, and other
instruments much employed in the service of religion in the
good old times.

The Star serves up a very old “ chestnut” in a paragraph
on the late Bishop Magee. It relates that, at a dinner
where a wealthy man was boasting of his charities, and
remarking that he gave £5,000 every year to the poor, the
Bishop said, “ Dear me! that is the largest insurance against
fire | ever heard of.” Many years ago the same story was
told in relation to Baird, the ironmaster, who left some
hundreds of thousands to the Free Kirk. Probably it will
never be known who originated the witticism, which must be
put down for the present to Ben Trovato.

The Quarterly "Review, in its article on “ The Lambeth
Judgment” in the Bishop of Lincoln case, says, “ It will be
nothing short of a calamity if there should be a difference of
opinion between the Archbishop’s Court and the Privy
Council.” The “ calamity ” being that the secular court will
override the spiritual one, we do not look forward to it with
much alarm. Few people think it any calamity that Probate
and Divorce jurisdictions have been transferred from eccle-
siastical to civil courts.

Columbus, in his account of the Indians he met at San
Salvador, near four hundred years ago, says they were “ very
gentle, without knowing what evil ii, neither killing nor
stealing.” “ | believe in all the world there is not a better
people ; they love their neighbors as themselves, and they
have the sweetest and gentlest way of talking in the world,
and always with a smile.” Nine of them he brought back to
Spain after his first voyage. They were baptised, and the
first one who died was declared to be the first of his race
who went to heaven. Columbus himself soon made the
unbaptised ones acquainted with slavery.

Sir Arthur Helps, in his anonymous account of The Con-
querors oj the New World and their Bondsmen, says (p. 151) :
“ Columbus, in his letters to Los Eeyes [Ferdinand and
Isabella], goes into an account of the pecuniary advantages
that will arise from these slave-holding transactions and from
the sale of logwood. He estimates that ‘ in the name of the
sacred Trinity ' there may be sent as many slaves as sale could
be found for in Spain, and that the value of the slaves for
which there would be a demand, taken at four thousand, and
of the logwood, would amount to 40 cuentos [i.c, forty
million maravedis].” -

The Athcnceum, reviewing the late Bishop Lightfoot's
edition of “ Clement of Borne,” very truly remarks that the
Bishop throughout his work is first of all a defender of the
truth of Christia’ ay— and, we add, the value of Episcopacy
— very credulous in regard to all that he believed favorable,
but sceptical in regard to everything which he thought of an
opposite nature.

A lady writer in the Christian Commonwealth proves God’s
bounty from the number of our hairs. If this lady were
married, and had a bald husband, she would see differently.

The same journal prints the following story for its imbecile
readers :—“ When that fearful epidemic, the cholera, first
visited our shores, the following impiety was manifested, and
visited with punishment, by the omniscient Governor of all :
Three infidels were carousing together one evening in a
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provincial town, and as the intoxicating glass went round’
they discussed the new3 of the day. Among other things
the cholera, a subject of solemnising moment, was introduced,

when one of the party rose, and spoke to this effect : | would

beg leave to propose the health of the cholera, and when the

gentleman comes to town | hope to be the first man he will
call for. The second and third followed in his blasphemousl
wake, and said they hoped he would not overlook them. Tim

cholera came, the three infidels were its first victims, and

they were carried off in the very order in which they had

drunk the cholera’s health. ‘Verily, ha is a God that

judgeth in the earth.’”

Anent the death of Prince Jerome Buonaparte, who ‘wa®
said by Prophet Baxter to bear the number of the beast,
“ Antichrist ” cites in the Boston Investigator from Huldricb s
Toldoth Jeshu, the Jewish Life of Christ, which declares
Jeshu Natzr (Jesus of Nazareth) has the number of the
beast. The name and numerical value of the Hebrew letters
are—Yod, 10; Shin, 300; Vau, G; Nun, 50; Yod, 10r
Tsaddi, 90 ; Eesh, 200. Total, 666. Q.E.D.

The Catholic Publication Society put out a translation oi
a work by a French Jesuit, Father Grou, with the curi®jS
title The Interior of Jesus and Mary. Their spiritual interior
are, of course, intended.

Parsley seed in many parts of the country is always so”™c
on Good Friday. Why this is so has excited some contr®
versy, and a writer in the Church Times explains it.
says parsley seed is of such proverbially slow growth,
popular superstition is that it descends to Hades bsf°re
making its appearance above-ground ; hence the idea of sowM’
it on Good Friday.

This writer explains more than he knows. Good Fri”
is part of the spring festival, in which early man enacted
representation the death and descent of vegetation into $
under-world and its resurrection. The myth of the
of Jesus Christ into hell is but a reproduction of the m jo®
of Adonis and of Perserphone ; and the custom of sowing
slow-growing parsley seed at this time is a survival
world-wide superstition, explained in Mr. J. G. Frazer’s gre
work The Golden Bough.

Someone has sent us a pamphlet by the Eev. T. Talbo”
which it is denied that the Duchess of Gloucester was inP'F;
soned at Peel Castle. We never swore that she was.
gave the story as the guide told it. But that ecclesi»8
dungeon under the cathedral tower was not built for nothIi&L
and if the Duchess of Gloucester was not imprisoned t®
it cannot be doubted that many persons did taste its “ s'e
ness and light.”

The persecution of the Jews in Eussia is likely t° .
them over here. Last year, it is estimated that some vy
like five thousand pauper Jewish emigrants found the'r™
to this country. It is said that the priests and pastors ,
non-orthodox faiths in Eussia are overwhelmed by aPP -j-
tions from Jews desirous of baptism in order to save jy
selves from ruin. Thus Christianity spreads simultan®™"
with persecution on the one side, and hypocrisy on the 1

. . . s
The Eev. J. P. Farler, vicar of St. Giles's, Beading if
a circular, in which he says: “ If you do not OommmJ~jj

you break God’'s positive law, just as much as anyone *
break his moral law if they murdered or stole or com
suicide.” That'sit. Those are in a perilous state

not deal at our shop, where the only genuine God'’s bl°
flesh are provided.

The Church Times declares that unless some sc e 7iM
affiliation is quickly putinto working order the Churon  ,;»
of London cannot be maintained. Well, ample accomm
will be found elsewhere.

-1 for ,

Eider Haggard has been to Mexico to find“materi™ »
new novel. He has been much “jiggered” by 1 ~ b
quitoes, and thinks it a fine country to corns Nt
says he shall locate his story in the time of C°r '~s ¢(
believe that Mexico was more civilised then than \
been since.” This means that the advent of Chris
the advent of comparative barbarism.
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Friday, May 15, Corn Exchange, Chester; at 8, “ Secularism
and Cruelty : a Reply to the Bishop of Chester.”

Sunday, May 17, N. S. S. Conference, Birmingham.

Thursday, May 21, Enterprise Hall, Great Eastern-road
Stratford; at 8, “ The Grand Old Book.”

May 24, Manchester; 28, Stratford; 31, Wolverhampton.
June 7, Camberwell; 14 and 21, Hall of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica-
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

tlIE Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
tree to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at
the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year,
3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7]d. Australia, China and Africa :
“-One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months,
2s- 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.;
Three Months, 2s. 8J3d.

oCale of Advertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
3&; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for

. repetitions.

IT being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
trapper when the subscription is due, subscriberswill in future
receive the number when their subscription expires in a
colored wrapper.

Astrel.—The text to which you refer occurs Romans in., 7.
Tike much else in Paul's epistles it is rather “ hard to be
. understood.”
Nnhoyed,—We regret to hear that the Camberwell Branch
'vas disappointed by the non-arrival of its open-air lec-
ffirer on Sunday morning. The matter should be inquired
and, if necessary, a complaint sent to the N. S. S.
Executive. More harm may be done by once breaking faith
j~yrth the public than by twenty of the lecturer’s best efforts.
*Rosetti—Never mind the filthy ravings of such men.
their foolish personalities only disgust people with the
hristian cause. To advertise them is to give them too
jj”~nch honor.

11 mSmith, treasurer, London Secular Federation, acknow-

|ages:—(J. Anderson, £2 2s.; Mr. and Mrs. J. Robertson,

Tl 2 Wheeler, 5s.
A Ter>f°r Ball's Pond Branch, expresses hearty thanks to
j Georgo Anderson for his generous gift of books.

mEpii Brown—Sorry to hear you will be unable to attend
ho Conference, but glad to know the Newcastle Branch will
represented.
«f aul sends 5s. towards the expenses of Mr. Foote’s visit
tyte Coetsr.
% °11and (Manchester).— Thanks for jokes, etc. We don’t
v e /"'by Mrs. Besant's lecturing on Theosophy should pre-
~ ty° ufrom joining the N. S. S. She is not a member of
tiv ° Ooi®ty* and is not advertised as one of its representa-
plee9" The Branches have freedom to invite anyone they
in 86 *° ieciui'e on their platforms, though they are bound
lect n°r to “ell the audience, through the chairman, when
It. . hrers do not represent their views.
Wb , Ueisiierd— It was noticed in a short paragraph last

W

0 E'lA>E—Now you have retired from the dockyard wo
eJ er a« all your many friends will hope—that you may
P. FjiT at°ng spell of comfort and usefulness.
tivOAIlY— The “ universal consent of mankind,” in specula-
intgip~tters, proves nothing to anyono who respects his own
sbow ISt nCe ;. be8ido8>the fact that the question is debated
a8tai8,; ere *8no “ universal ” consent. Orthodox Buddhism
ahep f ?bT Buddha and his first disciples, does not include
for 1M God. Later Buddhism has manufactured deities
iHan fO superstitious multitude, as the. Catholic Church
Budr])***;med saints ; but they are all mortal like men, and
J. does not teach the doctrine of a Creator,
the nt are pleased to see thoro is good evidence for
~ORal Oment ~at Baume, who left his property for educa-
lle8sr PIJJP0ses in the Isle of Man, was a Freethinker. Had
n and Wheeler known there were Freethinkers
'maM. n they would have notified their visit to the island,
than ;ra y 8ley)'—Golliers find scientific precautions better

-—e i ° 0= The time of the Chester lecture was stated
J Rato >0 dock
Til) Mr- Forder will send you the Biographical

Bible Freethinkers for 7s. Gd., carriage free. (2)
Gteg's (V?a’}cefscvr\:il_l bedbou_nd up when completed., (3)
C.\5<;)Isg “t 126, G(c)i. ristendom is published by Tilibner in two

~pristi7tp~}~bat avo thought of issuing was avolumo on
Vrged to ‘tlVIdences. Mr. Foote and Mr. Wheeler are often

A-doubtfn?1-?",1 their best articles from this journal, but it
“ the volume would pay.
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H. Brooksbank.—We note your correction that the Bradford
Branch is not a new one, but the old one reformed.

C. K. Laporte.—Pleased to hear from you, but the subject is
dealt with in Mr. Wheeler’s article.

J. Burrell.—It is rather late now to report a meeting on
May 4. Sorry to hear of the death of Sergt. R. Bell, who
appears from your touching account to have been a splendid
man.

Bradlaugh Memorial Fund—Northampton: C. Wells, 3s.;
W.Wells, Is.; H. Holloway, Is.; J. T. Baker, Is.

B. A. Millichamp.—Thanks for your interesting letter.

J. R. Broad.—Waterman'’s tract can only serve for pipe-lights.

G. Gale—Not without merit, yet not up to the mark.

P. Mellen—Always glad to receive cuttings.

Papers Received.—Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—
Ironclad Age— Menschenthum—Echo—Neues Frereligioses
Sonntags-Blatt — Freidenker — The Liberator—Der Arme
Teufel—Secular Thought — Boston Investigator—Western
Figaro—La Vérité Philosophique—Progressive Thinker—
Protestant Echo—Irish Y.M.O.'A’’s Bulletin—Echo—Asso-
ciation Echoes—Burton Chronicle—Countryman— Auckland
Times—Kensington News—Woodville Magazine— Stratford
Herald—Home Words—Short Cuts—Two Worlds— Standard
— Staffordshire Sentinel—Leek Times—Reading Standard-
Newcastle Weekly Chronicle—Liverpool Daily Post.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish tocall our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

SUGAR PLUMS.

There was a capital audience at Camberwell on Sunday
evening to hear Mr. Foote's lecture on “ Death and the
Devil.” Mr. J. H. Ellis presided. Two opponents wearied
the audience with rambling speeches. It is difficult to get
Christian critics to stick to the point; nay, it is difficult to
get them to see the point. They pick up the crumbs that fall
from the table without heeding the dishes on the board; in
other words, they waste their time on incidental points, with-
out attacking the central arguments of the lecture.

Despite the fine weather, which usually lowers the circula-
tion of all periodicals, there was a considerable rise in the
circulation of last week’s Freethinker. We hope the improve-
ment will continue. Our friends might help us by introducing
the paper to their friends, and by getting newsagents to dis-
play a contents-sheet, which we shall be happy to forward
weekly to any address. .

Our next number will contain a full report of the National
Secular Society’s annual Conference.

Delegates and other Secularists who intend to take tickets
(2s.) for the 1 o’clock dinner at Birmingham should commu-
nicate with Mr. Partridge, at Baskerville Hall, in order that
he may know how many to provide for.

There does not appear to be a convenient excursion train
from London to Birmingham by the North Western. The
Midland runs a train from St. Pancras at 1.5 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 1G, returning from Birmingham at 9 p.m. on
Monday. The return ticket is ten shillings. Probably some
of the London delegates will go by this train.

The London Secular Federation’s Annual Excursion will
take place on Sunday, July 12. It will be a river party. A
steamer will be chartered, and everything will be done to
make the trip enjoyable. It is to be hoped that the clerk of
the weather will be in good temper.

The London Secular Federation’s last course of Free
Lectures this season has been overtaken by the fine weather.
Mr. G. Standring opened on Thursday, May 7. Mrs. Thornton
Smith follows on Thursday, May 14, her subject being
“ Christianity and slavery.” Mr. Foote takes the third and
fourth Thursdays, his subjects being “ The Grand Old Book ”
and “ Heaven and Hell.” All the lectures are delivered in
the Enterprise Hall, Great Eastern-road, Stratford. Time,
eight o'clock. Freethinkers in the district should get their
orthodox friends to attend.

Messrs. Foote and Forder’s late visit to Luton has resulted
in the formation of a Branch of the N. S. S. The Secretary
is Mr. W. Rudd, 57 Bute-street, to whom Freethinkers in the
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neighborhood should apply. Some open-air lecturing will be
done at Luton during the summer.

I have received from Mr. George Anderson the sum of £20,
and | have his approval in distributing it thus : £1 annual
subscription to N. S. S.; £5 to Special Fund ; £2 2s. to the
London Secular Federation ; £2 2s. to Children’s Excursion ;
£5 1Is. 6d. to the Benevolent Fund ; and 10s. 6d. worth of
literature at wholesale price to the following Branches for
sale at their open-air stations : Balls Pond, Battersea, N.W.
London, Woolwich, West Ham, West London, East London,
Finsbury and Wood Green.—R. Forder, hon. sec.

The Stratford Herald inserts letters from E. Toleman-
Garner, E. Anderson, and W. Watson, all challenging the
calumnies of Mr. Merchant against the West Ham Secularists.
It would probably be best, iiowever, to leave this calumnious
person severely alone.

“ Mr. Foote, in the Freethinker, is furnishing some interest-
ing reminiscences of Mr. Bradlaugh. There is much to be
told ; and it is to be hoped that those who knew him ro well
and so intimately for so many years will bring out their
stores. A great man is worth knowing in detail; even the
minutiae of his character should be told. A small man cannot
afford such exhaustive treatment, for he has no greatness to
counterbalance the essential elements of his character. A
really solid and great man can afford to be known even to
the smallest of his foibles and vices. And certainly no man
can better afford to be known than Charles Bradlaugh.”—
Joseph Symes, in “ Liberator.”

In far off Alaska— formerly known as Russian America— a
Freethought organisation has been formed, called the
“ Alaska Sscular Union and Humanitarian Association.”
The headquarters are at Juneau.

Messrs. Watts and Co. will publish immediately a cheap
popular edition of the prize essay on The Practical Value of
Christianity, written by the Rev. J. Broadhurst Nichols (from
the Christian standpoint) and Mr. 0. W. Dymond, F.S.A.
(from the Sceptical standpoint). The competition was insti-
tuted by Thomas Allsop, whose generous support of Free-
thought is well known ; and the adjudicators (Mr. Clair J.
Grece, LLD., and the Rev. Septimus Hansard, M.A.) had to
make their selection from fifty-five essays. The forthcoming
edition will be issued in boards at one shilling, and in cloth
at two shillings. The volume extends to 152 pages.

We have received from Spain a translation of Victor Hugo's
splendid oration on Voltaire, a pamphlet on the Jesuits by
D. J. Nane, Y. Flaquer, a Republican Catechism, published at
the office of EI Pueblo Sobcrano Barcelona, and the prospectus
of a Catechism of Reason (Oatecismo de la Razon), intended
for the children of Freethinkers. Evidently the Freethought
movement is extending in Spain where it appears to go hand
in hand with Republicanism and Freemasonry.

The merits of the Bible as an entertaining and ridiculous
history seem fully appreciated by the French. It is now
nearly ten years since, in an early number of the Freethinker,
we called attention to the publication of La Bible Amusante,
one of the cuts from which was among our own early Comic
Bible Illustrations. Now the Libraire des Publications
Modernes, 10 Rue de la Grange Bateliere, is bringing out
La Sainte Bible Racontee par un Auvergnat (“ The Holy Bible
Told by a Native of Auvergne ”), in which the puerility of
the stories is added to by the naivete of the patois.

Renan’s volume. The Future of Science, written in 1848
and but lately p- wished, contains a glowing, pathetic apos-
trophe to “ the God of my youth,” whom he desired to find
again, if only on his deathbed. But time has brought more
than an anodyne ; it has brought even more than a compensa-
tion. This is what the Renan of to-day writes :—* Would
to God that I may have succeeded in making clear to a few
lofty minds that there is, in the pure cultivation of human
faculties and of the divine objects which they attain, a religion
as genial, as rich in delights, as the most venerable forms of
worship. | have tasted in my childhood and early youth the
purest joys of the believer, and | say from the bottom of
my heart that these joys are nothing by comparison with
what | have felt in the pure contemplation of the Beautiful
and the passionate search after Truth. 1 desire for all my

The Freethinker.

[May 17, 1891.

brethren who have remained orthodox a peace to be compared
with that in which | live since my struggle is over, and since
the appeased storm has left me in the midst of this great
Pacific Ocean—a sea without wind or storm, upon which one
has no star but reason, no compass but one’s own heart.”

THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY.

(Translated from “ Las DominicaXes" by F. Malibran.)

With the course of years, with the incessant exchange of
lideas, with the political and religious revolutions which are
continually occurring—now ostensibly, now clandestinely—
everything alters, modifies itself, and changes form. Neiv
moulds are substituted for old ones, stale theories are sup*
planted by modern ones, and absolutely everything that
exists in the physical as well as in the moral world is in*
evitablv borne on by the current of universal progress—a
current which cannot detain itself, that no obstacle however
large and powerful can resist, and .which nothing can escape;
for to cease to progress would be equivalent to cease to exist
in time and space.

These revolutions, which we see effectuating themselves
constantly in all directions, also attain and transcend the
elevated regions of ethical and philosophical sciences. MoJ®&@a
progress, the actual state of things, the developing degree ia
which all sciences stand, necessitated a sudden and complex
modification of the conception which, till to-day, has
held of philosophy. Theology and philosophy are the two
names with which till at present two branches of huuiin
knowledge have been designated and considered as complete!/
united— the existence of theology supposing that of phil®
sophy, and each being the support and foundation of th®
other.

As philosophy, according to the scholastic criterion, stub®*
everything that refers to the world, and theology all t®
relates to God, his attributes, the relation between th®
creator and the created, cause and effect, it is clear why
theology placed itself above philosophy, and why the lat™f
was considered the indispensable foothold to attain the bija
edifice of theology. As it was from philosophy that t®
scholastic clergy drew their best arguments about the dread'
problem, viz., the origin of things ; hence they considered
as a servant of theology. , -

There is nothing to be surprised at in this. A philosof
like the scholastic, without any foundation, based onlv j*1
exclusively on vague abstractions, on hollow considerate
of the nature of human personality, affected with very Sri a
errors, absolutely destitute of all practical wisdom, with
any argument of real importance capable of implanting
sound conviction ; it does not seem strange that it sli’a
adapt itself to all demands, and should be a rich arsenal w°.}
which theologians could draw the elements necessary fer 1
attainment of the object which they had in view. n

But who at the present time maintains opinions lib®
scholastic ones? What person, with a superficial knoW® "~
of the movement which animates all the various science3™ t
the tendency of modern thought, would set himself up
defender of the rancid theories of the theologians ?

Philosophy, as it is understood by all the dieting®@1 ~
champions who figure in its front rank, is not an a“3 .j}
science; it is not, as many suppose, the science of vag®j "
and illusion, but a science as experimental and practié® ™
any of the others to which these titles have been grl~ ?
In what does philosophy differ from the other 3Cie® i.
What is its object? That is not difficult to undei“* g
Physical science studies the laws that regulate the c
and. phenomena which, underthe -nameof fcs, taKer™ 9)
in bodies. Meshanias oecupies itself with the stud)
those laws which govern the movements of masses. A* .
makes use of physics and mechanics in order to
lreadily its desired object; and, finally, chemistry an-l1y
Ithe phenomena which, under the name of chemlO*~ ~ 3
I place in living beings, and the infinite reactions an® ® j o
to which they are susceptible. But philosophy, in3"j0
having as its aim a particular and concrete object
searched by each of those said branches of human k
relies upon the data which these offer it, comp-lI™ r
together, discovers their point of agreement and *
deduces conclusions and formulates laws, which, p U @b 4
tained by all the sciences, are universal. Once
those persons convince themselves that they
wrong, who maintain that philosophy is desti \
practical charagter. True philpsaphy, the philosap
present century, which grows and develops un e

N
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taction of the human mind, is a purely experimental philo-
sophy, springing up in physical and chemical laboratories,
dissecting rooms, and museums of natural history, and not in
solitude of a study, with the help only of a heated
Pagination, a dreamy state of mind, a pen ready to hand,
ana a quantity of paper. Thus modern philosophy, in the
same manner that it has discarded in the psychological field
. theory of the soul’'s existence and of vital force, has like-
~se, in the theological field, exploded the most subtle theories
8utatlest of divines.

shall nqgt in this article treat in its full extent the
Problem of the origin of things, but will merely give ageneral
ratline sufficient to make the question better understood.

At first sight the argument presented by Theism appears
logical and consistent in saying that since there is no
ect without a cause, and that erery creation necessarily
Phes the existence of a creator, the world, the entire
rverse, in order to be formed and begin to live, necessitates
WMWK Iorce which will communicate to it the life and existence
wktah it is animated. This argumentis not so conclusive
n 1®rght seem at the first sight. It is quite certain that
to IT 18n0 e™ec™Mwithout a cause, but it is likewise necessary
a ear in mind that in order that something may operate as
jisagdse—that is to say, in order that one being may give
., “Oanother—it is necessary that that being should exist
caT ~ A n°t esist tao could not produce). But in this
are confronted with the same difficulty: to whom
this being owe its existence ?  Where did it arise from ?
te 13talus seen that upon the Theisti* hypothes is thediffioulty
iw] InS the problem of the origin of things is only put
in er tack instead of being solved. The difficulty we have
G Outstanding the origin of matter without an anterior
redlu 13 exactly the same as imagining the existence and
, 7 this cause without something anterior, which would
SierTin s or*?3n This 's what the experimental
pow @S “eact, and which all those who have their reasoning
an(l unbiassed, cannot do otherwise than recognise,
if ' “ modern philosophy has arrived at these conclusions,
Weigel?0“ 00 an<® s*ulty ~ave con<lucted, by the hand as it
thert p 3mmense majority of contemporaneous thinkers to
bg fro'Ound conviction of these truths, how can philosophy
the i,3 ®red as the servant of theology, and why credit
ate 1lty °f this last? |If the sciences called theological
deni~“cuptad with the study of Gtad, and modern philosophy
the existence of this Supreme Cause, how does philo-
it7V erve as a starting-point and support to theology, when
elUall res hypothesis of the divinity to be »seless, and
c’nsi/  Useless all that has been written about it? Who will
Bari]., °r N em as sisters, when the existence of the one neces-
tha] supposes the ruin and death of the other ? More than
Bw'g taosophy, in proclaiming force and matter to be the
~Nieh ° cauSO °t all those multiplied and varied phenomena
Pure],, °hserve in nature, and in explaining everything by
n natural activities, places itself at the same height as
exists 1Itheol°gy, tor it studies the actual cause of what
atribdf hough under a different name and under different
object e3 On the other hand, how much superior is the
Qly f° Philosophy to that of theology ? The first is not
UlGer on a true basis, but progresses and develops
tion, an 6 Pr°tection of the other sciences. Any new inven-
cU8> ™ nOwly.discovered law, may immediately modify the
ScietlUfian(!. direction followed by scientific philosophy,
~bigjj 10 Philosophy closely resembles the waters of a river,
Aith th°Wing con3tant renewal, can never be corrupted,
jte S 0°l°gy quite the contrary takes place. It is called
ng 8900 whieh teats of the abswiute, and the absolute
{"Sht torna y at rest, it is evident that theolagical science
°ssii partake of that immobility; so that theology is a
tacti Staence>something standing apart from the allied per-
in  B°1 the branches of modern science, and, like a boulder
the; 6 ~l'tat of a torrent, endeavoring in vain to withstand
caa / redistible force of modern thought and progress. There
Ontii 8?°. tloubt that theology, like many other things, has
Hj W its day. Wo live in an experimental age, in an
has ri*ly Positivist age, in which a single well-observed fact
We]] i °j6 t'alue than all imaginary arguments, no matter how
of ,n't together they may be. We must seek for the future
in the depths of chemical retorts, in the
Hot m°n 3 scalpel, and in the mathematician’s calculations, but
T O dialectics.

b oury, then, for ever in the depths of our libraries
|98taal UmeraklO books which have been written upon theo-
*Rarical*St*Ons’ dewing theology to remain with a purely

mterest, but leaving the field free and unencumbered
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for the experimental sciences, which alone are the indestruc-
tible foundation of modern philosophy. -

A WHIMSICAL SIDE OF RELIGION.

A short time ago, on that day sacred to the memory of the
exterminator of snakes in Ireland, | happened to be passing
along a footpath which traverses a small village church-yard
in Berkshire. The weather was dismal and stormy, the sky
ashen grey, and the rain fell pitilessly down on the monu-
ments and mounds of the departed. The clock in the ivy-
covered belfry had just tolled five as | crossed the stile. As
I neared the church door | was startled by a sudden apparition
of a figure bare-headed, half-clothed in a loose white gown
with a bit of black skirt underneath, and clasping a book in
its hand. Behind there followed two women in humble
black attire, sheltering themselves with umbrellas, and one
carrying under her arm what looked like a long, narrow,
box-like parcel covered with a white cloth. Behind these
two followed a man bare-headed and in a black frock-coat.
The .party walked slowly and unobserved, save by myself,
some distance along a path, until the man at the rear tapped
the ghostly-clad personage who led the procession on the
back, and motioned him to turn sharp to the left. Presently
another signal was given to turn to the left again, and then
the party of four halted. | noticed then that the woman
who carried the parcel removed the white covering and
handed it to the black-coated gentleman. The parcel looked
like a small narrow box, and was covered with what looked
like sky-blue paper. Then the gentleman in the white robe
opened his book and began mumbling something, which to
me was inaudible. Meanwhile the rain poured in torrents,
and | pitied the man in white in his flimsy vestments, and
the man in black pitied himself, for he turned up his coat-
collar after a time, and soon after placed the blue-covered
parcel in what seemed to be a hole in the ground. But the
man in the white gown still pored over his book, seemingly
undaunted by the rain which poured over his bare head.
Presently the party broke up, the women going one way the
men another.

It was a funeral, the funeral of a child a fortnight old.
There was no tolling of the bell for this poor innocent,
although it had been half-baptised, as the country folk call it
—that is, just baptised enough to see it safe through eternity.
Of course, had it lived, it would have needed another doing
later on. The comicality of the whole scene seemed to me
almost irresistible—the evident discomfort of the bare-headed
parson standing, it is true, stoically enough, going through
an unpleasant duty, the restlessness of the sexton who would,
if he could, have shortened the service, the two apparently
indifferent women (friends of the mother), and the blue-
paper parcel, all deluged in a pouring rain, a baptismal
downfall! And all for what ?

In this same church-yard is areceutly-erected white marble
cross and etceteras, with an inscription to the memory of a
child one month old 1 D. B.

FUND FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF MR. BRADLAUGH’S
LIABILITIES.

Per Alexander Forrester, Glasgow : Hugh Irving, £5 ; David
Irving, £1; J. P. Gilmour, £1 ; R. McHaig, £1 ; Win. Owen, £1 ;
Thomas Robertson, £1; Henry Halstead, £1 Is.; Roderick
Scott, £1 ; A. Forrester, £1 ; Wm. Whitehead, £1 ; J. Foster.
4s. Gd.; Christopher Laurie, Is.; W. Forrest, 5s.; W. R. M,
Thomson, 10s.; J. S. Kerr, 10s.; Mrs. Reid, 10s.; Mr. Robison;
10s.; J. D., 5s.; R. S, 5s.; Wm. Craig, 10s. ; Wm. Duenan, Is.
G. S. G, 2s.; J. M. Anderson, 3s.; M. McCullum, 2s.; Thomas
McCroady, 2s.; Joseph Bowie, 10s.; Andrew White, 5s.;
Archibald McMillan, 5s.; John Duncan, 2s.; John Orr, 2s.;
Richard White, 2s.; J. M. C., 2s.; Malcolm Kincaid, 2s.; W.
Fleming, Is.; D. Prosser, Is.; J. Lambie, 5s.; R. Shaw, 2s.; A
Friend, 6s.; A. B. Forrester, 10s.; Alexander Wright, Is. ; Job
Gale, Is.; C. McConnell, Is.; Thos. Ward, Is.; Wm. Bowman,
is. ; Wm. Gilmour, Is.; H. McDonald, Is. ; Annie McKitchan, Is.;
A. McKichnio, Is.; W. H. Campbell, Is.; W. McCann, Is; R.
Johnson, 2s.; R. Woodburn, 6s.; W. Gilmour, 2s. 6d. Pandit
Nefasa Ru, 6s. 4d. ; J. B. lIrish, 2s. 6d.; H. C., 2s. Gd.; Mrs.
Devonport, £1 ; A. Hooper, £5; L. Kuphal, 5s.; A. Chambers,
10s.; G. L. Apperson, 10s.; W. Allen’s List, £1 ; J. C.'s List,
£1 15s. 6d.; Halifax List, £4 14s. 9d.; Manchester List,
£10 18s. 7d. ; Dr. Jones, £10. West Ham Branch : Wm. Archer,
£1 Is.: S. Thorning, 2s. Od. ; E. Anderson, 10s.; J. W. Perry,
Is.; G. Steer, 2s. Gd.; R. S. Ratcliffe, 2s.; R. Jacobs,2s.; J. W.
Ilowctt, 2s. 6d. ; R. T. Richardson, £2.—W. H. Reynolds,
Camplin House, New Cross, London, S.E,
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CHARLES BRADLAUGH.
By Hugh 0. Pentecost
(From, the “ Twentieth Century.")

[concluded.]

It is an apparently suspicious circumstance that the
Tories became so friendly toward Mr. Bradlaugh at the
last, and that the daily press of England lavished many and
elaborate encomiums on him after he was dead, and that
even clergymen spoke well of him, but it must be remem-
bered, that while he would fight the Government on
occasion, and break the laws of the land at times, he never-
theless had a profound respect for the State as an institution.
A law court and Parliament were as sacred institutions to
him as to the most unenlightened Englishman, and after he,
owing to circumstances, ceased to be as aggressive an
Atheist as he once was, and worked quietly in the harness
of the State, there was little about him to offend the pious
politicians among whom his lot was thrown, for while he
sincerely sympathised with the poor, and cordially disliked
the landholding aristocracy, he did not attack the rights of
property, and his proposed measures of relief for the poor
were all (from my standpoint) moderate and of a regular
legislative character.

If Mr. Bradlaugh had been as free from political as
from religious superstition, and as determined to break a
belief in the imaginary thing called the State as he was to
destroy faith in the imaginary being called God, he would
have been as cordially hated to the end by the English
Philistines as he was in the earlier partof his life when, as
is natural with young men, he enjoyed fighting more than
conciliating to gain his points.

It is undoubtedly true that if his latter method had been
the policy of his earlier years he never would have had the
personal following he gained, probably the largest of any
man in England, he never would have become the idol of
the Freethinking world, but for all that he died as he had
lived, an upright maD, and with a political record in the
light of which no one can fairly say he ever acted contrary
to his own convictions of right and wrong.

From my standpoint, the glory departed from him in
proportion as he realised his political ambitions, and he
became comparatively unimportant after he entered Parlia-
ment, but he should not be judged from my standpoint or
any one else’s but his own, and | have endeavored to fairly
estimate him according to his own ideas of what it was
wisest for him to do. Thus estimating him | am of opinion
that those who have broken away from the Christian religion
may well be proud of Charles Bradlaugh.

Do they wish to point to a martyr ?  They will find one
in him.  Nothing was too cruel for the Christians to do to
him, to the extent of their power ; nothing was too vile for
them to say about him. Of matchless physique, he died
prematurely of worry and trouble and nervous strain. A
poor boy when he began life, with abilities which could
have made his fortune as a lawyer or statesman, he remained
almost miserably poor till he died. He went through life
loaded with debt, not on account of extravagant habits, for
he lived frugally, but because he spent his money fighting
for freedom.

Do they wish to point to a saint? They will find one in
him. Not that he was perfect, for he was not; but he
was honorable and clean. In all his dealings with men he
treated them justly, though he was sometimes domineering,
as all great leaders must be; in all his relations with
women lie conducted himself so that he had nothing to
conceal. In addition to the fact that he found his highest
happiness in conforming to what is called morality, he
always felt that for him to offend the conventional sense
of right and wro g would bring Atheism, as a rule of con-
duct, into public shame, and he was scrupulously careful to
give no enemy an occasion to criticise his actions. Hard
as iron in advocating his principles, he was as gentle as a
child in manifesting his affections. Quick to resent an
injury and punish the offender, he was moved to tears by a
kindness, and he never forgot a friend. He fought his
enemies with a ferocity equal to their own, but without the
meanness they frequently exhibited, but he would stand
among his co-workers shaken with tender emotions at any
exhibition of love and confidence from them. Upright in
his public life, clean in his private life ; bold toward his
enemies, gentle with his friends— what better saint should
you want than such as he ?
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Being a positive character, and a born leader and or-
ganizer, he alienated some of his fellow Freethinkers who
opposed him, but now that he is dead even those who could
not work with him lift up their voices in eulogy of him.
and every Freethinker in the world is proud of the great
Atheist who put to shame the clergymen among whom he
lived, because all the world can see that he was more
earnest and sincere in his beliefs, more useful in his i@
and more widely mourned in his death than they. He
proved, what every intelligent Freethinker knows, that
Atheism, rightly understood and consistently lived, tends
to make a man happier and more useful than if he were a
believer in the hopes and fears, and a doer of the unnatural
behests, of religion.

When in life, Charles Bradlaugh wished that, when W
death, he should be buried in silence, and that his friends
should not wear mourning. These wishes were respected.
Beside his grave no sound was heard but the sobs of those
who loved him, and the dull thud of the bunches of flowers
which were thrown upon his coffin. Thus in simplicity and
silence, just as the noble warrior had won for himself tbs
right to live in peace and enjoy length of days, closed a
wild and stormy career.

You and | can do no better than to emulate his virtues,
and when the fitful dream of life is over, sink, as he did,
silently into eternal sleep.

LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION.

Council Meeting held at Hall of Science, on Thursday
May 7, the President, Mr. G. W. Foote, in the chair-
Present: Messrs. A. B. Moss, J. M. Wheeler (vice-presidents),
R. 0. Smith (treasurer), Baker, Brown, Collins, ColviU0
Courtney, Enderby, Guest, Heath, Hooper, Hunt, Lupto™
Maeers, Rous, Rutland, Renn, Rowden, Turner, Thomas, an
Miss E. Vance. The minutes of the previous meeting 'Tef0
read and confirmed. The report of the Childrens’ Party
Committee was taken as presented to the Executive of W
N. S. S., and a vote of thanks was moved by Mr. Wheeler 1
the ladies and gentlemen who had worked to make the pafv
successful.  This was unanimously agreed to. The secretary
reported arrangements for Stratford Free Lectures, and »»
his application for promised donations. On the appointing
of a committee to distribute grants in aid of open-,
propaganda, some discussion took place, and it was decU™
that the committee should report monthly to the CouDc?
Messrs. R. Forder and G. Standring were appointed to 8
(in conjunction with the treasurer) as this comnadl j
After some discussion it was agreed that the AnDS3
Excursion should take place on July 12, by steamboat, 4
secretary being instructed to arrange all necessary detail3 j
next meeting. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to U’j
D. Colville for his presentation of a new lecture-stand. ", 0
monthly lecture list was then discussed, and finally i
matter was left in the hands of the President. The 0°uD?
adjourned till the first Thursday in June.—E. PoW\eC
secretary.

THE BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL FUND-
__________ f,
PerP. Goodwin, Grays (Card 54) : F. Goodwin, 5s.;
Goodwin, 5s.; Ed. Goodwin, 5s.; Elvy Goodwin, 7°.3’'[d.5

Warren, Gd.; W. Munroe, 2s.; W. Steel, Gd.; W. Calli® p(
F. Matthews, Gd.; D. Hastings, 3d.; B. Ingram, Gd.;

Cd.; Il. P.,, Gd.; J. Pitcher, Gd.; W. Pitcher, Gd.; Lcs> r -
Mr. Wacketts, 5s.; R. Knight, 2s. Gd.; Mr. Pimi, 2s.; j3;

Barralet, £1- Por W. M. Knox (card 47): R. Davison» ~
W. Smythe, 2s. Gd. ; R. Read, 2s. Gd. ; A Friend, 2s. ; A k ,I0y,
2s. Gd.; W. Morrison, Is.; T. Chase, 2s. Gd.;W.

2s. Gd.; J. Doughty», 5s.; An Admirer, Is. Gd.; G.

Is.; J. G, Is.; W. McTear, Is.. Per W. Elder (card 90) =f3j.;
Provost Cochrane, £1; J. Wallaco, £1 ; W. Elder, 1°'j9;
Efiio Baird, 2s. Gd.; A. Paterson, 2s. Gd.; Susan Sha' q »
W. Welsh, 2s.; J. Robertson, 2s.; J. Glen, 2s. Gd;; J. , is»
Is.; D. McAlpino, Is.; W. Forrester, Is.; W. Crawfor«

J. Thomson, 5s.; W. Wilkinson, 2s. Gd. Per J. H. EIh  £i;
137): G. Minson, ill ; W. Andorson, £1; Mr. Andei®° ’jr8
E. Little, 15s.; E. F. Ellis, 15s. Gd. Per E. Truelovoe j,
Stretton, £1. Per W. Palmer, llaugliley (card 132). AlrflQ]
laugh Palmer, Is. ; W. E. Gladstone Palmer, Gd.; KC * fil- 18q
Gd.; W. J. Palmer, Is.; A Friend of Truth, Is.; T .}a*“ ,
EmmacCodd, Gd.; A Friend, Id.; D. Pulford, Gd.; A»1L 4d>

lce:

J. Thornley, Is.; Il. Osborn, Is.; A. E. B, Gd.; "’ palitidl
P. R, Is.; F. C.If, Is.; G. Gower, Is.; W.Wade, Is.i \yOrf’
Admirdr, Is.; An Admirer, 2s Gd.; A Reader ofm 1,j 10
cd.; H. Palmer, Is.; E. Mayhew, Gd.; Louisa Codii, J

R. Weightman, Sunderland (card 107): J. Procto >
Crozier, £1; Joseph Proctor, 5s.; W. Taylor, 5s.; J°
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junr., 2s.; J. Stevenson, senr., Is.; A. Williams, 4s. 6d. ;
ilr. Marine, Is.; G. Chipperfield, 3s.; J. Lanley, Gd.; J. Robin-
son, 2s. Gd. Per J. Brown, Newcastle (card 29): B. Copland,

W. Varley, Is.; J. Summerfield, 2s.; J. Brown, 2s.; J.
tnllin, 2s.; J. Bartram, 2s.; J. Bowen, 2s.; M. Bell, 5s.; J.
ent, 3s; T. Jameson, Is.; J. R. Cresswell, 10s. 6d. ; T. Oress-
fli'”8 Mr. Foreman, 2s.; E. Bowman, Is.; E. Ferguson,
. ® L. Haslam, Is.; C. Patton, 2s. Gd.; Mr. Bennet, 2s.; H.
fiasca, Is.; L. Haskin, 2s.; A. Smith, 2s. Gd.; G. Skerving,

W Graham, 2s. Per Lot Hill, Ealing (card 142): P.
«omerill, is.; F. Stranger, Is.; R. Gifford, 2s.; F. J. D., 2s;
“ «Burton, Is.; W. Field, Is.; R. Boyle, Is.; A Christian, Is.;
B. B, Gd.; E. Drew, Is.; J. P., Is.; W. Taylor, Is.; R. W,,

W. P., Gd.; A.C. Brajjam, 10s.; G. Fryer, Is.; S. Hart-
ann>£2; J. Speller, 10s. 6d.—Robeut Fokdeb, secretary.

SUNDAY MEETINGS.
I otloes of Lectures, etc., must reach UBby first post on Tuesday, an
be marled “ Lecture Notice," if not sent on, post-card.)

LONDON.

M r'tersea ®ou’ ar Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30
" J. Hunt, “ History of the Inquisition.” Monday, at . social
1 nering, Wednesday, at 8 dramatic class. Thursday', at 8,
* mscussion.

nmpAhherwell—61 New Church Road, S.E.: 7.30, Mr. F. Millar,
Ce Philosophy of Agnosticism.”

“IMi  °f @cience, 142 OId Street, E.C.: 7.30, Mr. Touzeau Parris,
» aat is the Tiutli about Religion ?”

Ib nton — Mr. Beadle’'s, 10 Daisey Villas, Manor Road: 7,
=beadle, a reading.

&put’n Hall, Kentish Town Road; N.W.: 7.30, Orchestral Band ;

4 ~-Commissioner Smith, “ Social Sores and Quack Remedies.”

'bam V' at 830, social meeting. Tuesday, at 8, singing and
oiatic classes (practlce)

(jj-"Hord — Enterprise Hall, Great Eastern Road: Thursday
m? ih) at 8 Mrs. Thornton Smith, “ Christianity and Slavery.”

Sell 1 Ham—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: 8, Mr. H.

'Hat " M'hy Fear Death and After?” Thursday, at 8, open

B OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

A'jersea Park Gates: 11.15, Mr. E. Calvert, “ Bible Wonders.”
thon”1 Green—Opposite St. John’s Church: 11.15, a Free-

G2, 11le°tnre

re > DerweII—Statlon Road :
the QRumar'Eajth 27 )
8’.]:}@\/§l,(. Green: 11.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “Philosophy of

thetf. F'®Rton — Corner of Angel Road: 6.30, Mr. J. Fagan,
Pin,i ly Efficacy in Prayer P’
“Then ry Fark (near the band-stand): 11 30, Mr. H. Courtney,
Bai. ay °f Christianity." At 3.30, Mr. H. Snell will lecture.
" binidilersmith Bridge (Middlesex S|de) 6.30, Mr. W. J. Ramsey,

£§¥ IE Re’ivﬁiréﬂeg?t&fa'rble Arch

Kllb,, arch out of Egg
tj —Salisbury oad (close to Queen’s Park Station): 6.30,
r, Birl’ ,10u?/'liey, “ The Decay of Christianity,”
G\kaiv and Green: 11.30, Mr. W. lleaford, “ Moral Difficulties of
k ty."
?Q@PitaPi  —C€omer of Belvedere Road (opposite St. Thomas's
Hrjes,/> Westminster Bridge: 6.30, Mr. F. Haslam, “ Bible

11.30, Mr. F. Millar, “ What is

“ s

11.30, Mr. W. J. Ramsey, “ The

rckes (corner of Battle Bridge Road): 11.30, Mr. J.
htiigp , lecture.
Clhep;ni: Waste: 11.30, Mr. F. Haslam, “ English Freethinkers
°ld p~hteenth Century.”
b 00 Pier: H-30, a lecture.
“‘Me; .J “ark (near Gloucester Gate): 3, Mr. W. Heaford, “ The
jj-Totteni:lat H is and what it is not.”
—Corner of West Green Road: 3.30, Mr. Lucretius

tVHori b 1®a God ?—I.” i i
INity a~Fark, near the fountain: 3.30, Mr. C. Cohen, “ Chris.
Vest aild Givilisation—4ld.”

K en Icam—FIalstow Green (near the Station): 11, Mr. C.

Y r0<l rseepligism.’
"hd (jO, en—Jolly Butchers Hill:
a Create Man ?

11.30, Mr. Lucretius Keen,

COUNTRY.

V@ihn]/\blﬁm_sask@rwlle Hall, Crescent, Cambridge Street:
2.7, National Secular SometysConference Exchange

(]mx)” -net: 7, Public Meeting,
nwvr "Albion Hall, College Street: 12 noon, debating class;
R, «Secularism, Mtheism,-Monism, or Agrostitism,

'mMflji)00I~Cainden Hall, Camden Street: 11, Tontine Society ,

hyl an “ Ise WSP@RUOWWS Club, Nelso Street: 7.30,

e- on
Oapman “ Ve etarianism.” . Tn.a will
7, mr. A. Lord

Ue ’\gOam Secula? Hall, Beck Street:
PMBrouth _ \velington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea:
4r00hda|’?e c<tTlloughts on Republlcanlsm
“BLis$ARB u7ar Hall, Milkstone''Road: 6.30, meeting of
| e®eld 1 fiends, |mportant business after a readin
~othej. ~“.Hall °f Science, Rockingham Street:
Hb PetirvnCUals’ singing, etc., by several friends.
SplinS °or—Victoria Hall, Duudas Street: 6, Mr. J. Rothery,

9 musical

~ghtman”.T-. Albert Rooms, Coronation Street:
" A Plea for Cremation.”

7, Mr. R.
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LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon Road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.
—May 17, Conference; 24, morning. Kingslaud; afternoon, Victoria
Park; 31, morning, Battersea; afternoon, Finsbury Park. June
7, morning, Clerkenwell; afternoon, Victoria Park; 14, morn-
ing, Woolwich; afternoon, Finsbury Park; 21, morning, West-

minster; evening, Camberwell; 28, morning, Clerkenwell;
afternoon, Finsbury Park. July75, morning, Clerkenwell; after-
noon, Victoria Park; 12, morning, Woolwich; 19, morning,

Westminster.

C. J. Hunt, 48 Fordingley Road, St. Peter's Park, London, W.—
May 17, morning, Clerkenwell; evening, Battersea; 24, morning,
Hyde Park; evening, Hammersmith; 31, morning, Camberwell;
afternoon, Regent’s Park; evening, Lambeth. June 7, morning,
Kingsland Green; afternoon, Regent's Park; 14, morning, Pimlico;
evening, Kilburn; 21, morning, Clerkenwell; evening, Lambeth;
28, morning, Hyde Park; evening, Hammersmith.

Stanley Jones, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.Cc.—June 7,
morning, Plaistow Green. July 5, morning, Plaistow Green; 19,
morning, Kingsland Green; 26, morning, Battersea.

A VIRGIN MOTHER

Being No. XIll. oe “ BIBLE ROMANCES.”
By G. W. FOOTE.

All abont the Incarnation, the Immaculate Conception, the
paternal Ghost, Mercury Gabriel, the baby God, and Mary’s
perpetual virginity in spite of along family.

Price Twopence.

LOVE THE REDEEMER

With reference to Count Tolstoi's “ Kreutzer Sonata,”
and his views on Christianity, Love, the Family,
and Civilisation.

By R. G. INGERSOLL.

Price Twopence. Price Twopence.

SALVATION SYRUP,

LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND.
A Reply to GENERAL BOOTH

By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
For distribution—One Dozen Is. Gd.,postage 3d.

Price Id. Price Id.
A LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS.

THE REV. HUGH PRICE HUGHES'S

CONVERTED ATHEIST

By G. W. Foote.

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire to see this
pious fraud exposed as widely as possible.

Works by G. W. Foote.

HRISTIANITY AMD SECULARISM ... 10
Four Nights’ Public Debate with the Rev. Dr. James
McCann. In paper covers.

Superior edition, in cloth

NFIDEL DEATH-BEDS

Second edition, enlarged.
Superior edition, in cloth

IEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH = ...
Three Hours' Address to the Jury before Lord Cole-

ridge With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.

ETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST

HILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM

HE BIBLE GOD .o

HE FOLLY OF PRAYER e,

ilIBLE HEROES—First Series, in elegant Wragper

(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham"
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses 1., (8) Holy Moses Il. (9)
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephthah anil
Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each singly.
IIBLE HEROES—Second Series, in elegant wrapper

(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint David 1',
(16) Saint David I1., (17) Sultan Solomon, (18) Poor
Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha, (21) General
Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The Prophets (lsaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea); (24) St. Peter, (25) St. Paul.
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NOW READY.

May 17. 1891.

REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

Price Sixpence.

G . W FOOTE

Reprinted from the Freethinker, after Revision and Enlargement.

N O W READY

Price Sixpence.

HE LEGAL EIGHT HOURS QUESTION

TWO

NIGHTS”

A VERBATIM REPORT

OF
PUBLIC
BETWEEN

DEBATE

G. W. Foote and G. Bernard Shaw.

PRICE SIXPENCE.

(Revised by both Disputants.)

PRICE SIXPENCE.

E. FURDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.C.

THE RESURRECTION.

NO. X1V. OF

Price Twopence.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz , po3t free.
For further Particulars send stamped directec
=nyelope to
A<MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

MEDICAL ESSAYS vol.l.
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish F’Iace Manchester Square, London, W
Of the Author, for Postal Orderfor I* 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy;
Health ; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; Tho Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing:
Light; Holidays; &c. Also the causo and cure of
Disease ; Constipation ; Biliousness; Eczema « Black-
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness «Coughs and Colds;
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, &c.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. vor. Il
Ofthe Author, for Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on* The Healing Power of
Nature;; Clothing; Electricity In Disease; Apparent
Health] Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef To»
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness ; Want of Energy, <fcc.; Health Hints for Workers,
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of
Simple Fevei, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodiessnoss, Di-
arxhcea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, Ac.

MEDICAL ESSAYS* vour.il.

Postfritfrom the Authorfor postal order tor Is. 2d

It oontains Articles on Health and Wealth; No
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air,
and How to Get It; The Management of Young
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast-
ing ; Perfect Foods; Green Foods, Suppers; Un-
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration;
Sea Bathing, &. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat
“*“nut; to Judge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe
Properly; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; 1 Live: to
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and
Cure of the following Diseases : Stomach Troubles,
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens, Hay
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis-
eases Produced by taking Mercury.

No House is Com' >te without these Works.
When ordering the L”"ays, be sure and state which
Volume you require.

HYGIENIC MEDICINE;
¥ THE ONLY RATIONAL WAY OF TBEATING
DISEASE.
Everybody likes it who reads it.

Ofthe Author, for Postal.order for 1*. 1d.
RHEUMATISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE
I 0*l fret seven stamps.
PAMPHLE+S FOR YOUNG MEN.
Postfret 13 stamps.

TANTON, the People*« Dentist. 385 Strand (oppo
S site’Soufcerset House). —TEETH on VULCANITE.
2s. fid. eaon. upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, As.
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hours
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more, than the above they are fancy
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7a. 6d. eaefo; on 18c.
gold is».; stoppixig72s. 6d. extraction, Is. painlos*

BEING

By G. W. FOOTE.

FRESH SUPPLY.

FREETHINKER” TRACTS

6dper hundred. Post free 7d.
One Thousand Carriage Free.

. Salvation by Faith (Ingersoll)
Death of Adam (Nelson)

Bible Blunders (Foote)

Bible and Teetotalism (Wheeler)
Bible Harmony (Holy Ghost)
Which is the Safe Side t (Foote)

. Voltaire's Death-Bed

The Parson’s Creed (verse)
Prophecy Tested (Ball)

. Christianity & the Family (Ingersoll
. Thomas Paine’s Death-Bed
Shelley’s Religion

. J. S. Mill on Christianity

. A Golden Opportunity (facetious)
Darwiu’s Religious Views

. Atheists and Atheism

Good Friday at Jerusalem

Parsons on “ Smut” (Foote)

Mrs. Eve (Foote)

New Testament Forgeries (Wheeler)

BREBoo~NovrwhR

CENbGR

N
(S

PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLETS.

Price 1d. each, by post I£d. ; the thirteen post free
for Is. 4d.

Agnosticism and Immortality. By Samuel Laing.

Humanity and Dogma. By Amos Waters.

What the Old Testament Says About Itself. By
Julian.

The Old Testament Unhistorio and Unscientific. By
Julian.

The Four Gospels. By Julian.

The Subject of the Four Gospels.

The Noble Path. By F. J. Gould.

Miracles Weighed in the Balance. By F. J. Gould.

Our Brother Christ. By F. J. Gould

The Immortal Bible. By F. J. Gould.

Agnosticism Writ Plain. By F. J. Gould.

Why I Am a Freethinker. By Agnosco.

Darwinism and Religious Thought. By Frederick
Millar.

By Julian.! *

Special Terms to Societies.

London: Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s Court,
Fleet Street, E.C.

<DEAD “ THE MALTHUSIAN ADVERTISER,”
-1-'J containing a Report of the Discussion between
Dr. Allinson and Mr. A. F. Hills on Secular Morality
(illustrated), an Article on the great Social Problem
(the only Practical Solution), Hints and Suggestions
to the Unmarried, Hints and Suggestions to the
Married; also much useful information. Price List
of Specialities, etc. One Penny, of newsagents every-
where. Publisher, R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street,
London, E.O. Specimen copy, 2d., from F. E. May,
Harlesden Grove, London, N.W .

TX7ANTED, n Partner (sleoping preferred), to

develop new department in old-established
business. Principals «nly. About £50# required.
Sam Htandring, 7 and 9 Finsbury Street, E.O. Letters
marked “ Private.**

“BIBLE ROMANCES.”

Price Twopence.

TO MARRIED PEOPLE.
AN IIIustrated List of Malthusian Speciali»®“ 0f
forwarded per return of post on recel?aX®
one penny stamp, Davies, Chemist, 101 Park b

W. J. RendelTs

“ WIFE'S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Populatlon p. 32>>
“ Wife's Handbook,” p. 5

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 CW
well Street, Clerkenwell, ie)

2s. doz., post free (reduction in larger quant |j
For particulars send stamped envelope. HiggF d.t
Syringe, with vertical and reverse current» jt-
48. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrev's Powder, ,
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Malta fiy
Appllances All prices post free. “ Law of fic-
tion” and “ Wife's Handbook,” 7£d. each, P?&/v"
—W. J. Rendell (J. Pullon, successor), 15 Cb&
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

rpHE STRIKE OF A SEX; or, Woman on S*JV
~ Against the Male Sex for Better Condiy
Life (a Novel) should bo read by every adult*
most advanced book ever published. Sent P/Nld*»
on receipt of eight penny stamps by W. H. B0J
Publisher, New Cross, London, S.E.

POPULATION LIMITATION.-Practical W**V
tions. Allbutt, Besant, Owen, Knovdl10®™ ~ °’
eaeh; lists Id.r ail post free. Fismjor, Koburid

Should be in every Freethinker's Ld>
‘““The Bible and Evolutio'l

Handsomely bound in cloth 2s. <&d P00 r«Ar
The Freethlnker says: _“ We heartuy
LU Wit IBY NHT B0 LR ~ i p
is good and the style is bright. Tb0O JBIdP>
carried along on an easy flowing Stream oL
history, ethics and common sonse.” 1lan£0 p
The “ Truihseeker ” says it is “ Clear inA
trustworthy in statement, and ix*etu
reasoning. j
By same author— N0 .
Design and Natural Selection - [ O\
Man and the Lower Animals

Two Revelations
Progressive Publishing Co. Watts s
CLOD IS LOVE: IS IT TRUE?
Conrad NaeW|ger “ Written
Freethinker. “ Shows so much men®* mpbl tpf
Reformer. “ Effective propagandist P
Agnostic Journal. Publisher, Forder, n
Street, London.

T>LACKPOOL.—Apartments. with or
-L* Good cooking and cleanliness gua
view. Mrs. Butterfield, 23 Bank Stroet.

pl>

TXLAOKPOOL.—Apartments for 1,
n home comfort. 2 Edward Street,
Lukei Beaumont (lato of Milnsbridge)»™* " "~ -~ A2

The Impossible Cree

bishop ov6pb7 e" boiioiih.
By O. W. FOOm
Price Twopence.

Printed and Published by Q.
28 Stonecutter-styrect, LondoDj -



