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S H A K E S P E A R E ’S R E LIG IO N .

Our Prince of Peace in glory hath gone 
With no Spear Shaken, no Sword drawn,
No cannon fired, no flag unfurled 
To make his conquest of the world.
For him no martyr-fires have blazed,
No limbs been racked, no scaffolds raised ;
For him no life was ever shed 
To make the Victor’s pathway red.
And for all time he wears the crown 
Of lasting, limitless renown :
He reigns, whatever monarchs fa ll;
His throne is in the heart of all.

— Gerald Massey.
^ H kespeare is inexhaustible. Ago cannot wither 
, r, custom stale his infinite variety. Though the 

Pic of his faith be trite, I also will give my opinion.* 
alcespeare ivas a Freethinker. To me it is incredible 
at the glory of the human intellect, the foremost 

tian °f  all this world, was bound by the trammels of 
o 6 Kristian creed. But I would decide this matter 

Tno Wgh a priori grounds. To the evidence, 
gi it not be supposed that his age necessitated that 
»  ̂ ,®speare should be a Christian, either Papist, 
ea ] <:ari or Independent, for he has been claimed by 
g(/ J " Z ^ 086 sects. Out of the fierce conflict of the 
^m e5a6on which pi’eceded him— A conflict above 
star - * ' ' s W0I'ks rest serene and indifferent as the 
do s. above the clouds— Freethought arose. The 
fre(,(|Ilant note of the Elizabethan literature is that of 
saCc 0rn- It was swayed even more by the Renais- 
tianh ^ ao anism than by the Reformation of Chris- 
Ou- iY* Italian Humanism had not only infiltrated 
its },;°rature> buto in the person of Giordano Bruno, 

. ’ghost reriresentative visited our shores just
Bruno had the

P of Sir Philip Sidney and Fulke Greville.

representative
frj . Shakespeare went to London 
He*]- P E b9 ’ p Sidney and
i ' y e d  here, as George Henry Lewes said, “ in the 
+-• change of great thoughts and glorious aspira-t°Us,

JR the high communion of noble minds.” He 
disputed at Oxford. That Shakespeare

Publicly 
heard nf {*•'“* .

jj. ( ot him is more than probable.y 
th6 r>CVei' 1118,11 influenced Shakespeare it was Marlowe, 
all,1(j ° U(ij full sail of whose great verse he evidently 
cleavl°S t0 *n ®onnef 8(5,+ and whose hand can be 
Marl,/ traced conjointly with his own in Henry F I.§  
iu th 'V° ’ says Swinburne, “  first guided Shakespeare 
Athet / '^ h t  way of work.”  Y et Marlowe was an 
deat]/ and a pronounced anti-Christian. Only his 
hig Q Prnvented a trial for blasphemy. Greene, in 

0,1 worth of Wit, that “  crazy death-bed wail

s name in¡ ¡¡¿V(i a double call, having inserted Shakespeare’.  ... 
Mr. \f"Jr''Phiea,l Dictionary of Freethinkers, and. having promised 
”  igifyf “• birch, author of An Inquiry into the Philosophy and 

,ject 'dfh.kcspere (1848), that I would some day take up his
belt 
SUb;

?Ín To,at
ow my friend is dead I will no longer delay 

, 8Peare was acquainted with the phi]T, -MU i, — was acquanneu wuu cue philosophy of 
i  a*kson by Drs. Benno, Tscherschwitz, Brunnhofer and
Mth n ' ® “ch also is to he said for his having been acquainted 
. ,  ♦ bonnet's 7»iie aTlli
d s°  clearly ,? t0 86 fit Marlowe better than any other. He is

§ SwinbL, UdeU to iu As Foa Like It. Act III., sc. 5.>T “ onrue and Ei<»n~---------- . - •-----
& 0 . Ô08.J

and Fleay concur in this opinion.

of a weak and malignant spirit,”  immediately pre­
ceding his reference to that “  upstart crow ”  Shake­
speare, alludes to Marlowe as a companion in saying, 
“  like the foole in his heart, there is no God,”  and 
mentions a companion who died miserably, possibly 
alluding to Francis Ket, M .A ., who was burnt at 
Norwich (14 Jan., 1588) for blasphemy. Greene, as 
a Norwich man, would know of this case and the 
other martyrdoms for “  blasphemy ”  in his city.* 
Shakespeare’s method of dealing with religion was 
not that of the irreverent Titan Marlowe, but he none 
the less shows that ho only concerns himself with 
human interests.

The only evidence adduced in favor of Shake­
speare being a Catholic, beyond the references, in 
character, to such beliefs as purgatory,f is the tradi­
tion reported by Parson Richard Davies, who died in 
1708, that “  he dyed a Papist.”  That this is without 
authority, the late date, together with the fact that 
Shakespeare was interred in the parish church, suffice 
to show. But, as Mr. J . 0 .  Halliwell-Phillipps 
points out, the story probably arose from his having 
refused the service of the vicar at his death-bod. 
This would set afloat such a tradition, though it 
would not have hindered his being accorded burial 
in the chancel as a highly-respected parishioner. On 
the other hand may be set the story that he died after 
having a drinking bout with grand old Michael 
Drayton and rare Ben Jonson. Dear Rabbie Burns, 
with W illie Nicol and Allan Masterton, could not 
match that trio.J

The evidence that Shakespeare was a Protestant 
consists mainly in his frequent use of the Bible. Of 
this far too much has been made. Mr. Henry A .  
Jones, the dramatist, ridiculing the inference- dr awn 
by Bishop Wordsworth from the fact, says: “ Here 
is baptismal grace tottering upon the ricketty founda­
tion of two such dubious connoisseurs of spiritual 
matters as Harry of England and the Spartan dog, 
while our poet’s confirmed, desperate, ineradicable, 
irreclaimable, irrefragable Paganism stands sure and 
‘ four-square to all the winds that blow,’ based upon 
no less than one hundred and twenty-nine adjurations 
and appeals to heathen Jove and Jupiter, to say 
nothing of the rest of the Pantheon.” §

Shakespeare was familiar with his Bible. W aen I  
come to the internal evidence, I  will show that he 
used it as he used the supernatural— as its master. 
It is Sir John Falstaff who is richest in Bible allusion. 
The other hooks which we know Shakespeare used 
were profane and secular stories and plays, with 
North’s Plutarch, the Pagan, Florio’s Montaigne, the 
sceptic, and Rabelais, the blasphemer.

* Matthew Ilainond in 1579, John Lewes in 1583, and Peter 
Cole in 1587.

f  The reference to “  evening mass ” in Romeo and Juliet, Act iv.. 
sc. 1, and the character of Cardinal Pandolpn in King John, suffice 
to show he was no Papist. ■ Shakespeare thought much of Rome, 
but it was of ancient, Pagan Rome, to which he d .votes three 
great plays.

J I hv no me ins credit that Shakespeare died through a drink 
ing bout, though he may have died after one. His works prove 
he was a temperate man. ^

§ «Religion and the Stage,” nineteenth Centrery, Jan., 1885.
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There remains the preamble to Shakespeare’s will. 
A s this has been supposed decisive on the Christian 
side, let me recite it in full, premising only that it 
was executed on March 25, 1616, that is within one 
month of his death.

“  In the name of God, amen! I, William Shackapeare, 
of Stratford upon Avon, in the countie of Warr., gent., in 
perfect health and memorie, God be praysed, doe make and 
ordayne this my last will and testament in manner and forme 
following, that ys to saye, flarst, I commend my soule into 
the handes of God my Creator, hoping and assuredlie beleev- 
ing, through thonelie merites of Jesus Christe my Saviour, to 
be made partaker of lyfe everlastinge, and my bodye to the 
earth whereof yt ys made. Item, I give and bequeath,”  etc.

This was the stereotyped legal phraseology of the 
time. It was not written by Shakespeare, but by 
his lawyer’s scrivener. Shakespeare had evidently 
given to this lawyer a statement of how he wished 
his things disposed of, letting him use his own legal 
jargon. That Shakespeare signed the document does 
not even warrant that he was “  in perfect health,” *  
still less his adherence to other than the testamentary 
items which follow. M y signature of a document 
with the legal formula “  in the year of our Lord 
1891,”  does not imply that I  acknowledge Jesus as 
my Lord or believe he was born so many years 
ago. Shakespeare was not the man either to insert 
needless phraseology or to spoil a will by objecting 
to it.

Mr. J. 0 .  Halliwell-Philipps, who, in his Outlines 
of the Life of Shakespeare, has brought together all 
that is known concerning him, says (vol. i., p. 266) 
“  there is nothing in short in a single one of the con­
temporary evidences to indicate that he ever entered 
any of the circles of religious partizanship.”

But I  contend not only that he was no sectarian, 
but that ho was essentially a sceptic. For this I  must 
beg the reader to examine the internal evidence and 
read himself into the huge heart and comprehensive 
mind of our poet. I  only argue that there is nothing 
in the external evidence to overthrow my contention. 
It must not be forgotten that the Church and Stage 
Guild is a vory modern institution. For two hundred 
years plays and play-actors were the opprobrium of 
the pious. The great dramatist has only been 
patronised by the priests since they discovered that 
he could not be suppressed.

In the dearth of external evidence the following 
little item may be worthy o f notice. In 1589 the 
Martin mar-prelate tracts, which defied the attempts 
of the Star Chamber to gag opinion, excited much 
controversy. Lyly, the Euphuist, and Nash, the 
satirist, among others, entered the lists against them, 
and they had been ridiculed on the stage. As these 
plays were on the side of the clergy, they were not 
interfered with. But in Nov., 1589, in consequence 
of certain players handling “  matters of Divinity and 
State without judgment or decorum,”  in other words 
having the impertinence to suppose there were two 
sides. Lord Burleigh— who in 1572 had complained 
of the queen’s own household as “  a coverture for no 
small number of Epicures and Atheists, because the 
court is not comprehended within a parish, but 
seemeth to be a lawless place ” — sent an order to 
“  stay ”  them. This Shakespeare’s company resented 
and defied. T^e mayor “  committed two of the 
players to one of the compters.”  But they gained 
their end, for plays on both sides were suppressed. 
Mr. F . G. Fleay (Chronicle History of the Life and 
IVorlc of W. S., p. 103) says : “  I t  is pleasing to find 
Shakespeare’s company acting in so spirited a manner 
in defence of Freothought and free speech : it would 
be_ more pleasing to identify him personally as the 
chief leader in the movement. And this I  believe he 
was.” Mr. Fleay— one of tho best judges in such a 
matter— determines that it was Love's Labor Lost,

* It is signed three times with evidence of the hand growing 
weaker.

which was produced in Nov., 1589. The very moral 
and purport of this play is to show the inutility of 
vows.

Then there is the epitaph on Mrs. Hall, Shake­
speare’s eldest daughter, which implies, as Mr- 
Halliwell-Phillipps remarks, that Shakespeare’s life 
had not been one of piety. She inherited his wit, 
but received from God what her father could not 
bestow, the wisdom necessary for salvation.

Witty above her sexe, but that’s not all,
Wise to salvation was good Mistris H all;
Something of Shakespeare was in that, but this 
Wholly of Him with whom she’s now in blisse. 

Shakespeare had no part or lot in her religion.
J. M . W heelek.

(To be concluded.)

P R E SID E N T IA L  N O TE S.

M r. Stanley Jones, of Liverpool, has been appointed 
as paid secretary by the National Secular Society 5 
Executive. There has been very great difficulty iD 
filling the office, and I  must beg a fair trial for Mr- 
Jones, who will give his heart and strength to the 
work, and I  hope succeed in winning the reaped 
and confidence of the party in the ensuing twel?e 
months. Owing to Mr. Forder’s illness, and prf' 
occupation in his business, the work is much ic 
arrear.

M r. Forder consents to hold tho post of honorary 
secretary for twelve months: Mr. Jones will there­
fore have the benefit of his guidance in rather 
difficult duties. For convenience, the N . S. S. o&°B 
will for the present be over M r. Forder’s shop.

Every Branch of the N . S. S. should be making 
preparations for being represented at the Birmin#' 
ham Conference. Matters of great importance wh* 
have to be discussed. Notices for the Conference 
agenda must be sent in to the Secretary by April 
in order that the publication may bo duly made f  
the Freethought papers a fortnight before Whw 
Sunday. _____

Before leaving England for America to attend * 
Theosophic Convention, Mrs. Besant has issued 9 
circular, in which she states that the control of 
Bradlaugh Memorial Hall is to be “ entirely in tbe 
hands of members of the N . S. S .”  This is abs<r 
lutely untrue. Any Freethinker can apply for sh»re[ 
in tho Bradlaugh Memorial Hall Company, Limited’ 
and according to the Articles of Association, eV®o 
shareholder is eligible as a Director. A ll the N . S- t' 
will do is to invest in shares the funds it has collect® ' 
and that these should be held by appointed memb01' 
is an obvious dictate of common sense.

oxclnd.
g  »  jin5

Mrs. Besant also refers to herself as ' 
from the Memorial Committee by the N. S, 
is likewise untrue, i f  it means that she is person»1'-, 
excluded. W hen the matter was discussed on 1 
Executive, 1 refused to let the debate turn 
anyone’s personality. The question was one { 
general principle and policy. Something, of coer  ̂
can be said against any policy. But that is no * ̂  
objection. A  choice has always to be made b e t^  , 
alternative policies, and those who wait until *Aj| 
find one against which nothing can be said ' f 
require a very large supply of patience. The ia‘̂ Qp. 
was decided by the Executive after ample discu‘ s'-ty 
There was no occasion for me to vote, as the 
was two to one. Had I  voted, I  should have y j  
ported the resolution that was carried, for whi® 
am prepared to take the fullest responsibility.

Mrs. Besant is excluded for no personal re» 5t 
She is excluded simply because N . S. S, projects

..



April 19, 1891.] The Freethinker 183

be carried out by N. S. S. members. No one can be 
outside a society and inside it too.

I confess I  am a little tired of this talk about tbe 
exclusiveness of tbe N . S. S. I  know of only three 
Freethought Societies in England that are not in­
cluded in tbe N . S. S., and one of these, tbe Chat­
ham Secular Society, seceded from tbe N. S. S. on 
account of a misunderstanding with Mrs. Besant. It  
seems to me that the N. S. S. is pretty comprehensive, 
and quite able to do its own work without begging 
extraueous support, And although I  have no wish to 
be dictatorial, I  must honestly say that my view will 
have to be reckoned with by those who think 
otherwise.

When Branches were passing resolutions in 
approval of this policy, I  desired them to refrain. But 
h see that the Nottingham Branch has passed a reso­
lution, regretting that “  the Executive should have so 
l^amed the qualification for the Bradlaugh Memorial 
pommittee as to exclude Mrs. Besant from serving on 

If the Nottingham Branch has been misled by 
Mrs. Besant’s circular, I hope it will notice my 
contradiction. I f  it has not, I regret that it has 
^troduced a personality into a matter of principle. I 
ulso regret that, while sending its resolution to three 
ether persons, it did not think it necessary to send its 
resolution to me.

Having explained the policy of the Executive, 
^hich is also mine, I  can have nothing further to say 
Ualess it is challenged in a constitutional manner.

COL. INGEESOLL DENIES WITH EMPHASIS.

y Hr. ,J. Robinson, who was recently insulted by a 
^°udon coroner, turns out to be a member of the 
A*§. 8. He has furnished me with full information, 
î^d I am taking steps to have the matter dealt with, 
" Possible by a question in the House of Commons.

G. W . FO O T E ,
President, N. S. S.

FüND FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF MR. BRADLAUOH’S 
LIABILITIES.

- A Friend (Douglas). 10s. ; Wood Green Branch N. S. S., 
j®’ > Mr. Thomas, 10s. ; Gosnot, Gd.; Steward, 6 d .; Jackson, 
tt ' > Maning, lg . ;  Yeates, 6d. ; Trew, Gd.; Gordon, Is.; 

arret, 2s. Gd. ; J. D. Pottage, 10s.; C. J., £1 ; Mrs. M., 10s.;RY ®h:nner, Is. ; J., Is. ; C. P„ jun., Gd. ; S. A., jun., Gd.; 
l '  k  A., Gd. ; T. G., Gd.; T. R. Wilkinson, Is. ; J. S„ 3d .;

’ d. D. Pottage, 4s. Gd.; Ludwig Monde (Rome), 
i George Collins, No. 1, 2s. Gd.; George Jacob Holyoake, 

j  > 5. B. Windred, os. ; J. Donaldson, £2 ; Kidderminster, 
qThos. Alwth, os .; John Beswick, I s . ; Thos. Beswick, 

Jl (jd .; Oliver Holt, Is. ; Joseph Livsey, Is. ; James Ker- 
« Is .; Thos. Dobson, 2s. Gd.; Dan Standring, I s . ; 
j>r bur Cook, I s . ; A  Friend (pro J. Lees, Rochdale), £2 2s .; 
r,j bj. M„ returned interest, 7s. Gd.; J. C. Menden, 10s.; 
r lackburn Branch N. S. S„ £2 2s. Gd. ; H. Baker, 10s. ; 
w' 10s. Gd. ; H. Symcs, 2s. Gd.; T. Baxter, 2s. 6d. ; R. 
n 0r§an, 2s. 6d. : F. Rogers, 5s. ; H. Rogers,' 2s. ; Mrs. J. G.

os. ; J. H. Warren, 10s. ; H. W. Parsons, £ 2  10s,; 
Yr' H  Cooper and J. Jones, 10s.; G. B., 5s.; A. C., 5s.;

W. 5S> j W, S., 5 s .; J. M. N., 5 s .; collected at S. 
q audring’s meeting at Bradford, 10s. Gd. ; J. N. B., 5s.; 
p  .He, 10s. ; W. Ooppen, 5s.; J. f ,  Thornton, 3s.; A 

•'end, os. By W. Crowther Tolleyation, 2 s .; J. Greenwood, 
r> ] s- By J. Settle: Geo. ParRins, Gd.; James Settle, 2s. 
j A m ° s  Kershaw : W. Horsfall, £1 Is. id . ; A Friend, Is.

H. Reynolds, Oamplin House, J êw Orqsg, London, S.E,

■t jMer the title of “ Bible E x p l o r - ,, ., r, ™  „  uaWis ».i,, ,i 3 c t̂ions, the Rev. W. S.
•-^rnber of ° f the Church Monthly to describe a
lps°phet’s I 019 Humeys. He mentions for instance “ A 
'° f  his fee r n^  in which he appears to have made no use 
paper has’ i,; °  our correspondent who sends us the 

“ p a s s e s S a? de<t> “ A journey which commenced with two 
:?^Ultaneonalv0nde(1 with ttlree”  “  A journey which ended 
tain in Gali[eg »n a Hosed room in Jerusalem, and in a moun-

A few days ago we published in The Blctde a little story 
which is floating on the newspaper sea, credited to the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, to the effect that, on a slushy, sleety 
day, the late Washington McLean was sitting in the reading- 
room of the Riggs House at Washington, when Col. Ingersoll 
entered. The following is the conversation quoted :—

As he entered the apartment he held out hi3 hand, 
saying:— “ Hello, Wash., how do you d o ? ”  Mr. McLean 
took his hand, and, as he did so, said :— “  Colonel, I wish 
you could have been here a little while ago. I saw a scene 
out there that made me wish I was twenty years younger. 
A poor, old, crippled soldier was limping across the avenue, 
when a young lusty fellow ran by him, and, as he did so, 
kicked the crutch from under him and tumbled him down 
into the slush.”  “  The villain! ”  said Ingersoll. “  He 
should have been sent to the penitentiary.”  “ Do you really 
think so ? ”  said McLean. “ Why, certainly,”  replied the 
Colonel, “  What else could I think ? ”  “  And yet, Colonel,”
said McLean, “  that is what you are doing every week in the 
year. Here are poor, old, infirm Christians with nothing to 
aid or support them but their belief in religion ; nothing to 
keep them out of the mire of despair bat faith ; and yet you 
go about kicking the crutch from under them worse than 
even this fictitious fellow did to this fictitious soldier.”

We have just received the following letter from Col. 
Ingersoll concerning the above :—

“ New York, Dec. 26, 1890.
“  Editor Toledo Blade.

My Dear Sir,— My attention was called to an article in 
your paper in reference to a conversation claimed to have 
taken place between the late Washington McLean and myself.

“ Nothing of the kind ever occurred. The same story was 
told, with Henry Ward Beecher in the place of Mr. McLean. 
Mr. Beecher denied it, and I did the same.

“  As a matter of fact, nothing could be more idiotic than 
the idea that men who are destroying superstition are taking 
crutches from Christian cripples. Will the Christians admit 
that they are cripples, and will they admit that their creeds 
are crutches ? Will they also admit that the Freethinker 
takes away their crutches and leaves them helpless cripples ? 
It would be cruel to take crutches from a cripple ; on the 
other hand, it would be exceedingly philanthropic and 
humane to cure the cripple, so that he would throw away 
the crutches himself.

“  My effort has been to make man superior to supersti'ion—  
to educate him to that degree that he s .all need no crutches, 
and to convince him that a good cause never has, and never 
will, need the assistance of falsehood.

“  There is not one word of truth in the siory. No such 
conversation ever occurred.— Yours truly,

Robert G. I itoersoll.
“  tVe regret that we published the story, now that we know 

it to be false, and gladly give Ool. Ingersoll as conspicuous a 
.lace for his denial as is possible. The story itself is an 

excellent one, and reflects credit on the luxuriant imagination 
and inventive talent of its author, whoever he may be. The 
Colonel follows his denial with a bit of caustic criticism, with 
the true Ingersollian flavor, which will be appreciated by 
every reader, irrespective of his own views on the subject of 
Christianity.” — Toledo Blade.

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE.
If in a court of j ustice it is often barely possible to elicit 

the truth when only recent events are under investigation, 
and contemporary documents are accessible and living wit­
nesses are examined and cross-examined, and every safeguard 
against falsity is provided of which human fear and conac^ * 
admit, we may form some conception of what we  ̂
from historic tradition before we. can recoust^q^ ^  ^  fc 
Hie true picture q( a, life, sqch 61 f e t  A  J*”*"- '  ~  \  '
and sqo.li a growth as **■- ‘ " ot Nazireth,

. »mil ot the Christian Church. W e 
cannot claim to have any known personal testimony to the 
contents of the ministry of Jesus, our earliest witness being 
the convert “  born out of due time ” ; and our dependence 
for the previous time being on the synoptical gospels, which 
did not come into ascertained existence till the second or 
third generation after the events they relate, and then doubt­
less embodied simply the mixed popular tradition moulded 
by memory, reverence, and faith in this period of pure but 
uncritical enthusiasm.— Rev. James Martineau, “  Seat oj 
Authority in Religion,”  p. 593, 1890.
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REM INISCENCES OF C H A R L E S ERADLA.ITGI1. 
B y  G. W . F o o t e .

[ concluded .]

WHEN Mr. Bradlaugh returned from India I called on 
him, and found him greatly improved by his voyage.
I waited for him a few minutes in his library, as he 
was at lunch, and the doctors attached great importance 
to regularity in his meals. He came into the room 
with a most genial smile. His air was fresh and 
buoyant, and he walked over to me quickly, holding 
out his hand all the way. I took it heartily, and had 
a good look at him, which satisfied and yet dissatisfied 
me. He was certainly better, but I could not help 
feeling that his constitution was irrecoverably broken. 
Never again could I hope to see the grand Bradlaugh 
of the old fighting days. His mind was as brave and 
alert as ever, but the body was too obviously disabled.

He showed me some of his Indian presents, of 
which he was justly proud, and then we sat down to 
chat. He was full of his voyage and the kindness he 
had experienced on every side. His reception in 
India had exceeded his highest anticipations, and he 
was looking forward to wrork in the House of Commons 
on behalf of our great Dependency.

Speaking of his financial prospects, he told me he 
had received offers of work from several magazine 
editors. But he added, “ one doesn’t know how long 
it will la st; ’tis a precarious business.” His face 
clouded for a moment, and I saw he was more troubled 
than he cared to say.

One thing he told me which I had no right to repeat 
while he lived, but I may repeat it without a breach of 
confidence now that he is dead.

During his brief stay in India he could have had 
plenty of money if he had been less scrupulous. There 
was nothing very dishonourable in accepting money 
from rich Hindoos, for he was poor and broken in 
health, and he was fighting for their best interests. But 
he was too proud to take it, and when wealthy natives 
were calling on him, he always took the precaution to 
have an English friend in the room.

“ No,” he said to me, “ I cannot do that. I ’ll live 
like the old Bradlaugh, or I ’ll go under.”

He lived like the old Bradlaugh, and he went under. 
He took to the platform again to earn a livelihood, and 
it killed him, as his doctors had foreseen. I impiored 
him at the time not to resume the lecturing. He was 
going to fulfil an old-standing engagement at Man- 
cehster in the vast St. James’s Hall, and I begged him 
to cancel it, but he replied that he could not afford to 
forfeit twenty pounds. “ What is that to your life ? ” 
I asked. He only smiled grimly. His mind was made 
up, and he was not to be bent by advice.

On Sunday morning, February Hi, 1890, Mr. Brad­
laugh resigned his presidency of the National Secular 
Society, which he had held for so many years. The 
Hall of Science was packed with members, chiefly 
from the London district, but many of them from the 
provinces. All were eager to see him. He took the 
chair, and sat for the last time with the Old Guard.

The scene was infinitely pathetic. One sentiment 
reigned in every heart. The Old Guard was taking 
leave of its General. Some of them had fought around 
him for thirty years, and the farewell was a mutilation 
of their very lives. Tears were streaming down 
strong faces ; ar \ they coursed down the strongest 
face of all, the race of Charles Bradlaugh, and plashed 
on the table before him. For a while he let them fall, 
and Uien >,0 controlled his grief and rose to speak. 
But the words v »w a  not. cojpe. His frame shook 
with a great sob, and he sat down again a second 
time he rose and failed. But the third time his strong 
will prevailed, and he began to speak in low, trembling 
tones.

In resigning the presidency he thought it his duty 
to nominate a successor. His choice was ratified by 
the meeting ; he handed me the president’s hammer 
after a solemn, impressive apostrophe, in which he 
expressed his hope that he might thank me, after 
many years, for good, loyal work as leader ; and when 
T had acknowledged the lofty honor he rose to vacate

the chair. Naturally I declined to let him do anything 
of the kind, and for a moment the two Presidents 
stood together in friendly altercation. But for once he 
gave way, and Charles Bradlaugh filled the chair to 
the last.

Months rolled by, and the evening came for the great 
debate on the Eight Hours Bill between Mr. Bradlaugh 
and Mr. Hyndman. St. James’s Hall was packed to 
suffocation. I sat on the platform near my old leader, 
and I saw how the effort was telling on him. His 
opponents in the meeting behaved with incredible bru­
tality. Some of them laughed aloud when he said, 
“ Believe me, this has tried me more than I had 
thought.” But now the hero they laughed at is dead, 
and they know that he spoke the truth.

The last time I saw Mr. Bradlaugh in public was on 
Wednesday evening, December 10, 1890, when he lec­
tured at the Hall of Science on behalf of the Forder 
Testimonial Fund. I believe that was the last lecture 
he delivered there, if not the last lecture he delivered 
anywhere. He dealt with the Evidences of Chris­
tianity, in reference to Archdeacon Watkins’ lectures 
on the Fourth Gospel, and assuredly he was as firmly 
sceptical as ever. At the close of the lecture he spoke 
of his theological position, and declared that he could 
not conceive of any such change of mind as gill1 
gossipers were asserting of him.

The weather was extremely foggy, and Mr. Brad- 
laugh was ill. He ought not to have been there at all* 
After struggling painfully through the lecture, he sat 
down and waited for discussion. A  Christian opponent 
rose, and Mr. Bradlaugh replied ; but, being in the 
chair, I would not allow a second speech, and I was 
glad to see him well wrapt-up, and once more in the 
care of his devoted daughter.

In closing these Reminiscences— which will soon be 
reprinted, after revision and amplification— I must be 
allowed to express my sense of the inadequacy of my 
sketch. But it will be recollected that I have not 
attempted a portrait of Charles Bradlaugh. I have 
only done what I promised at the outset. I have 
jotted down some of my recollections of this great 
man ; and when his Life is written, as it will be soW® 
day, I may be found to have furnished a point or t'V® 
to his biographer.

JESUS AND PRAYER.

There is one more point as to which his teaching w ill1,0 
bear investigation. It is the doctrine of the power of pray®1' 
He tells his hearers, in the most absolute manner that the? 
will receive whatever they may ask in prayer, provided thef 
believe (Mark xi., 24 ; Matt, xxi., 22). Faith i3 the gra° 
and sole condition of the accomplishment of all desire9; 
This is the explanation of the withered fig-tree. It *** 
faith that had wrought the change. By faith the discipl^ 
might effect not only such matters as the destruction of 
trees, but far more stupendous miracles (Matt, xxi., 19

It was owing to their want of faith. Ho
This is the explanation of the disciples’ failure with^b? 

they but faith as a grain of mustard seed— so Jesus
lunatic child.

to^
them— they would be able to say to a mountain, “  R ii°£
hence thither,”  and it would be removed. Nothing wouh 
be impossible to them (Matt, xvii., 20). And if they K j 
faith themselves, if they really believed in their mast®* 
word, and ever attempted the experiment of working ®uC 
transformations in nature, they must have expressed tb»
bitter disappointment so graphically described by the auth°[® 
of Joshua Davidson in the case of that sincere C hristy  
But short of this extreme trial of the power of faith 0 ^ 
matter, many generations of pious believers will bear 
witness to the fact that they have asked many tbing3̂  
prayer -which they have not received ; not least among 
number being moral excellence, which they have but infl? a 
fectly attained. Yet this, it would seem, might be the 111 ̂  
easily granted without interference with the physical nnlV0jiy 
And if it be pleaded that no Christian has ever re\̂ e 
succeeded in acquiring the degree of faith required to { 
mountains, what becomes of the promise of Jesus ? Is 1

d i <a mere form of words, depending for its truth on a eono > 
which human nature can never fulfil ?— Amberleg, “  A ^ J  
o f  Religious Belief," vol. i., p. 470.
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A C I D  D R O P S :
According to a current story in Glasgow, one of the first 

ministers in the city announced his forthcoming pastoral 
visitation of a particular neighborhood, and concluded by 
saying that “  in the visitation he meant to embrace all the 
servant girls who were members of his church.”  All ministers 
are n°t so candid.

,r £ rofessor Max Muller has issued the second volume of his 
r 1 or<̂  Lectures under the title of Physical Religion. In son., 

spccts they are very outspoken, and this has so alarmed the 
io d 1 Hmt a movement is projected to abolish the Gif-
‘ r chair on the pretext that the bequest could not be legally 
■Da 7^ ^  University- Such at least is the report of the
a <n y Chronicle, and we should not be sorry to see the bequest 
laiv e<̂  ^litigation. It would help to expose the iniquitous 

W under which heresy is robbed of the rights of citizenship.

J u l i e s  within the Papal diocese were granted a dispensa- 
infl tr°m âaLng during Holy Week on account of the 
an Ue.nza> The Pope is aware that Catholics object to 

eezing themselves into heaven.

Home gives currency to the lie that Paul Bert 
jesa- ./or a priest on his own dying bed, and made his con- 
gert’111- This lie was concocted and circulated while Paul 
wid 8 k°^y v,Tas being brought from Tonquin to France. His 
îvil TnContradicted it on landing, and her husband had a 

Last f burial. But lying for the glory of God, or at 
<n. . , . .  tbe glory of the Church, will never cease until 

lsUanity expires.

Pritt vÜ1-age in the department of Isère, France, upon its 
0v,B . eing suspended for living openly with a family of hi 
pri ’ ln°Mding several children, received the newly-appointed 
pfQ, 'v^h a volley of stones, and half of them have turned 
wi 63tants. They know there is greater security for their 
celib8 ^aughters from a married priest than from a

Atseap Waat is called “  Pleasant Sunday Afternoons,”  at a 
of a ^°Wn on the south coast last Sunday, it fell to the lot 
f ^ P ^ n ,  whose name we will keep back, to read a chapter 
■chaDt',0<̂ ’s Holy Word for discussion. It was to be the 33rd 
olse 61 Ezekiel. The reader made a mistake— or someone 
tbe ^ for him— and he read the 23rd chapter, much to 
left *>, °nLhment and disgust of many ladies, who got up and

church.

agai^?.®r drastic measures are, it is stated, to be resorted to 
ktosco Tews in Eussia, who expect to be expelled from 
quarter’ ^ e n ce  as many as 14,000 may have to find other 
Preteu A Un,es3 they are able to secure tolerance by bribes or 

ed conversions.
The

People threw into the box for him. 
for tv bls ^come was reduced by three-fourths.
... Ule , ... «1 . . i____ i

Whitf i?6v‘ dachson Wray, the hardworking minister of 
down anil Tabernacle, in Tottenham-court-road, has broken 
a°count ivresigned bi3 pastorate. According to Dr. Parker’s 
in tjje ’ Mr. Wray surrendered his salary in order to assist 

0f a n0W cjlurcj1) and said he would take
In a few

__________ ____________ ____  So much
'V°rshin Voluntary system in Christian churches when the 
n^annjdg31-8 have a fair opportunity of gratifying their

Atnor^ nnclaimed freight was recently sold at Liverpool. 
naanuseji*1® §°°ds there turned out to be some hundreds of 
The sermons written by a once famous clergyman.
*nargins °haser discovered some very curious notes on the 
Solemn ’t SUcb as the following: “  Deliver this passage in 
I' Cl0se p0.?®’" “  Scornful smile after the word * never,’ ”
o p ia te  tv 9 ! ioleni slam after this passage,”  “  Con- 
* ®arcaat; le ceiling in attitude of adoration at this point,” 

c Wave of the hand.”— Ansioers.
The l 0 -------

Case asainŜ ra®,ê oa Times gives prominence to a sensational 
^barged whV ^ ev‘ T. Fleming, of that city, who is 
"'ho t00u 1 b raPo upon Annie Petersen, a Danish nurse-girl 
3a>d, ii r,,car® °f his children. According to her story, he 
111 ade Ua i)8 a 1 Hght ; if ft was not so, God would not have

The Eev. J. Bell-Cox, of St. Margaret’s, Liverpool, has 
published his correspondence with Dr. Hakes, his objectionable 
parishioner, who fancies that a man who takes the wages of 
the Establishment should conform thereto. Mr. Bell-Cox is 
anxious for peace on his own terms, and evidently supposes 
he ought to be allowed to put his own construction on Church 
formulas. The case is likely to come again before the courts.

“  Instead of minding her baby, she went about the streets 
selling the W ar Cry,”  was the account given of the first wife 
of a bigamist tried at the Central Criminal Court last week. 
Wg do not know that this is any excuse for bigamy, but it 
probably made the jury sympathetic, for the bigamist got off 
with a sentence of imprisonment for one day, which the Court 
construed into an order for immediate release.

The “ Eev. Dr.”  Oswald Keating, who was imprisoned at 
Dublin a few years ago as an impostor, died recently in a 
Sydney gaol, where he was doing five years for criminal 
assault. The post-mortem examination showed disease of 
the brain. Probably the scamp’s admirers still sigh over him 
as an ill-used man and something of a martyr.

We regret to see that our old antagonist, the Eev. Dr. 
James McCann, has got into the Bankruptcy Court. Bir­
mingham air doesn’t seem to agree with him, and the 80 per 
cent, money lenders have put him in chancery. For those 
gentlemen we have little sympathy, but we hope the Dr. 
will pull through his trouble, and try to live on his £300 a 
year, which ought to be enough for any believer in the 
Sermon on the Mount. ____

A young woman, aged 17, named Elizabeth Ellen Monks* 
committed suicide near Bolton. She is described as having 
been a teacher at Slaterfield Wesleyan School, and very 
devoutly inclined. She left a letter, in which she declared 
“  I am going to meet my Savior.”  Apparently another case 
of overmuch religion. __

The Salvation Army treasurer at Beading is reported to 
have sloped with between £20 and £30, and with a young 
girl, with whom he had been very intimate. Alas ! for the 
saints of the Lord. They are always subject to extra temp­
tation from the Devil.

Margaret L. Shepherd, an Irishwoman, who has been a nun, 
is now exposing Eomanism in America. She gives as her 
experience that many of the inmates of religious houses 
become idiotic, if not victims to the priests.

A  Bill has been brought in before the Illinois Legislature, 
making it a misdemeanor to impersonate the spirit of a 
deceased person at any spiritualistic seance. The Progressive 
Thinker denounces it as an “  infamous Bill.”

Dr. Howe, of Hullerhurst, means to proceed in his heresy 
hunt against the Eev. Eobert Joseph Kyd, minister of Steven- 
ston, Ayrshire. This Established Scotch Kirk minister is 
charged with denying the real existence of Job, and with 
disbelief in the doctrines of eternal election and everlasting 
punishment. Mr. Kyd’s congregation have lodged a petition 
with the Presbytery, in which they state that the charges are 
actuated by malice, and denounce Dr. Howe’s conduct in 
engaging shorthand reporters to take down Mr. Kyd’s words 
as showing “  an unchristian spirit.”

A religious paper gives the following specimen of how 
biblical instruction is given in the Sabbath-school. When 
Joseph’s brethren saw him approaching— that is coming, you
know__they consulted among themselves —  that is, took
counsel among themselves, or discussed the matter among 
themselves, tried to make up their minds what to do. So 
they resolved— determined, you know, made up their minds—  
to kill him. But Eeuben wanted to save him, so he sug­
gested— hinted, said, you know, oh yes, advised them to put 
him in a pit, and he would get him out privately— secretly, 
quietly, without letting the others know, and bring him safe 
to his father. So they did this, and soon a caravan— that is 
a troop with horses and camels and asses and merchandise—  
that is goods, you know, like oil and spices— what your 
mother puts into cakes and puddings, you know— this 
caravan of Ishmaelites— just what we call Arabs now, they 
were descended, that is, sprung from— I mean Ishmael was
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their grandfather, or at anyrate their forefather— Abraham’s 
son, you remember, that was sent into the wilderness.”

Faith o f  our Fathers is the title of a monthly magazine 
“  devoted to the cause of the conversion of England according 
to the intentions of the Guild of Our Lady of Kansom.”  It 
appears from the April number that Ransomers devoted to 
this great purpose exist not only in all the large towns, but 
even in many of the smaller provincial ones. The Catholics 
are earnest and active, and it behoves us to be equally so.

Bishop Moorhouse has been lecturing against secular 
education, which he is bold enough to say is a failure in 
Australia. He means it fails to serve the interests of priests. 
He knows well enough that if his nonsense is not instilled 
into the tender minds of children, it has little chance of 
taking root when they reach maturity. Instead of asking 
school teachers— who have enough to do while the parsons 
are taking it easy— to inculcate religion, Bishop Moorhouse 
should try the effect of having religious instruction given by 
the clergy after the secular lessons are over, and then see how 
many are willing to attend.

The Rev. Walter Walsh has been lecturing against the 
doctrine of eternal hell to a large congregation at the Rye 
Hill Baptist Church. He entitled his lecture “  Larger Hope : 
Who is on the throne— God or Devil ?”  Undoubtedly, if 
orthodoxy be correct, God, the creator of hell, is a Devil. 
But Mr. Walsh cannot get away from the fact that the 
doctrine he spurns has been the creed of the great bulk of the 
Christian Church, and that it is founded on the most clear 
and explicit declarations of Scripture. Any who doubt this 
should consult Mr. Wheeler’s pamphlet, The Christian Doctrine 
o f  Hell. ____

Spurgeon and Joe Parker are too much in the same way 
of business to hit it as personal friends. It has been 
customary for Nonconformist Sunday-school teachers to meet 
once a-year to listen to an address from some well-known 
divine. The gathering has regularly taken place in Parker’s 
City Temple. This year Mr. Spurgeon was invited to deliver 
the address. He stipulated that the meeting should take 
place elsewhere, not caring to draw an audience of Sunday- 
school teachers to one he considers pretty far gone on the 
Downgrade.

The pious Lord’s Day Observance Society have been so 
vigilant in their attempt to put down Sunday music at 
Scarborough that they prosecuted the Scarborough Mercury 
for inserting advertisements of a sacred concert, to which 
persons were admitted by the payment of money; claiming 
penalties of £100. The Mercury allowed judgment to go by 
default, and then applied to the Home Secretary for remission 
of penalties under the Act of 1875. This was accorded ; so 
the Lord’s Day Observance Society has put itself to much 
trouble for nothing.

The Act under which these prosecutions take place, that 
of 21 Geo. III., c. 49, was passed at the instance of the 
Bishop of London in 1781, after the Gordon riots, when the 
authorities were in a state of great disquietude at the tumults 
occasioned by religious discussion. It is high time this 
antiquated instrument of tyranny was taken out of the hands 
of bigots. ____

A  census enumerator found one family quite of the Biblical 
patriarch type. The ages were put down as Albert Jenkins, 
407 ; Mary Ann Jenkins, 401 ; Thomas Jenkins, 201. On 
inquiry it was found this was the method of writing 47, 41, 
and 21. Perhaps the r jounts in Genesis of the great age of 
Adam and his successors' may also be explicable, as having 
arisen through some similar mistake. The Holy Ghost may 
have added a figure or two in error.

An advertisement in the Christian asks, “  Has any lady a 
mellow-toned guitar she would kindly give for the Lord’s 
service ? ”  Possibly an iron-framed piano would also be 
acceptable.

The Catholics have put forward a little book entitled 
A Dearly Rescued Soul, purporting to be the account of a 
conversion effected by Cardinal Newman. H. Dyer, of the 
Oratoiy, Edgbaston, finds it necessary to write to the papers, 
saying : “  The volume as it stands, whatever grains of truth

it may contain, would seem to be neither more nor less than 
a work of imagination.”  The incident illustrates the process 
which evolved the legends of the saints. We have always 
held that even if the gospels could be shown to have existed 
far earlier than they did, they would still be as untrustworthy. 
Lies and legends spread so rapidly.

The Church Times, in its “  Church Defence Notes,”  in 
regard to the efforts made by Liberationists in the cause of 
Disestablishment, says : “ For every thousand pounds raised 
by our opponents, Churchmen should, without difficulty, 

.produce two thousand pounds.”  So they should ; only it i& 
not Churchmen at large, but the parsons, who receive church 
emoluments, who should shell out for their own defence. 
They are heavily endowed and will hardly spare expense w 
fighting to retain their endowments. The Church Times is 
evidently aware the question is mainly one of £  s. d.

No tobacconists are allowed to be open on Sunday in 
Massachusetts. If, however, you want a smoke, you call at 
the chemist’s and ask for an anodyne. Cigars are done up 
in packets labelled “  Anodyne— to allay restlessness, calm, 
mental and bodily nervousness, and to produce a delightful 
langour and repose. A palliative for nervous cough and 
paroxyms of chronic asthma. An aid to digestion. Caution '■ 
This drug should be kept beyond the reach of children.”

There is to be a dinner on April 22 at the Hotel Metropole. 
Is there ? the reader will say— what of that ? But this is a 
peculiar dinner. It is in aid of the St. John’s Foundation 
School, for the cheap education of sons of the poor clergy, 
and the Postmaster-General is to take the chair, although he 
would be much better employed in correcting some of the 
imbecilities of his department.

A circular sent out with the dinner invitations sets forth- 
some awful facts. There are 400 beneficed clergymen with 
incomes under £50 a year. Very likely. But why appeal to 
laymen for them ? Cannot the bishops subscribe a trifle out 
of their big incomes, or pluralists like Archdeacon Farrar ? 
There are also 3,600 clergymen with incomes under £150 a 
year. Perhaps so. But would they earn any more, or as 
much, in another occupation ? Are there not many men, 
abler than the average sky-pilot, who would jump at fifty- 
eight shillings a week ? ____

There are also, it appears, no less than 7,000 curates with 
incomes under £130 a year. No doubt. But the remedy, if 
a remedy is wanted, is to dock something from the big livings 
and distribute it among the poorer clergy. Anyhow, it is a 
disreputable thing to cadge on behalf of men who are earning 
from £2 to £3 a week. If a curate cannot bring up a family 
on that income he has the same alternative as millions of his 
fellow citizens, who make no pretence of believing “  Blessed 
be ye poor.”  ____

In China, numbers of people are in a state of indescribable 
misery, absolutely dying of famine. Their loving Father in 
heaven has little care for the heathen Chinee, who are 
periodically afflicted with these disasters.

The Prophet Baxter proclaims himself the founder and 
leader of the Prophecy Investigation Society, whereof the 
Dean of Ripon is president and Lord Kinnaird treasurer. As 
the object of the Christian Evidence Society is by no means, 
to inquire into the evidence of Christianity, so the Prophecy 
Investigation Society does not investigate the truth of 
prophecy, but only the time of its supposed fulfilment, and this 
it leaves to the Prophet Baxter.

The Rev. J. Eckersley, vicar of Wednesbury, is troubled, 
or not troubled, with a very small congregation. Thing5 
have come to such a pass that his gorge rises at the yawninf? 
pews, and ho has solemnly intimated that if the congregation 
does not improve in the next twelve months he shall feel i 
his duty to resign. Should Mr. Eckersley’s example sprea 
among the half employed clergy, there will be a remarkab*o 
exodus from the Church. But we fear most of them l°v° 
their livings too well to go out into the wilderness.

Dr. Momerie expresses the opinion that the Church 13 
within measurable distance of dissolution. We are not 5 
sure of this. A rotten door will hang long on creaking hinge~" 
unless someone is prepared to give a decisive kick.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

April 19, 1891.1 .......- ■ i ■—

.A atur<fay, April 18, St. Anne’s Hall, Donegall-street, Belfast 
1 8, “ Oration on Charles Bradlaugh.”

. Sunday, April 19, St. Anne’s Hall, Donegall-street, Belfast 
.30, “ The Fear of Death ” ; 3, “  Did the Miracles of the New 

la m en t ever Happen ?” ; 7, “  A World Without God.”

April 26, Liverpool; 28, Deptford ; 30, Hammersmith.
, y 3> Hall of Science; May 4, Northampton ; 10, Camber- 

17. N. S. S, Conference; 21, Stratford; 24, Manchester;’«'ell : 
28, Str,Jlln aî/ord ; 31, Wolverhampton.

,le 7, Camberwell; 14 and 21, Hall of Science.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

tlT] communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
. «kenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica- 

IHe 5,s 1° Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C. 
j l<reethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
tlitV? any Part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
3s rates, prepaid;—One Year, 6s. 6d .; Half Year,

. dO.; Three Months, Is. 74d. Austraha, China and Airica : 
«, n e  Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
Tl d̂. India:— One Year, 10s. lOd.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.; 

8q4 ree Months, 2s. 8Jd.
CLE ok A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every sue- 
^ e<ling ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,

> Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for
^Petitions.

c°ntrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
aPPer when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 

c .p,vp the number when their subscription expires in a 
G, jj red wrapper.

of’T“You can’t expect Christians to publish such an edition 
o. Ie Bible. ’Tis like crying “  stinking fish !”

S, , rtTNEY.—Copy of bill to hand, 
jj, A Turing.—Of course you are in no way responsible for 
do , ant’s misrepresentation, and you had a perfect right to 
shc'V. y°u did. Thanks for your narrative of the facts,
Ihat'k11*8 Hie “ impudent falsehood” of Marchant’s statement 

G. £ debated with a “  representative ” of the N. S. S.
5. jj Mackenzie.—Thanks. Shall appear, 

p '"'J'Glad to hear from you as one of our converts. Mr. 
e r<*®r will send you certificate of membership. We don’t 

P̂ ct a big annual subscription from a soldier. Whatever 
7. BUbscribe involves self-denial.

C -^ttwelI'.—A ccept our thanks. The Reminiscenses of 
»ext 8 Bradlaugh, revised and amplified, will be published 
j 1 Week—as a sixpenny pamphlet.

 ̂gr■^I>AOE-—Always glad to receive materials for a para-

<1. p J '^ tkr Friend.—Thanks for cutting. 
j o ^ Y ,  40 Howard-street, Great Yarmouth, sells this

A. B. Moss.—Sorry to hear you are laid up, but hope you will 
soon recover. The party cannot afford to lose the service of 
a good worker.

C. Ca r t e r .—Your friend’s verses are fair, but scarcely up to 
our mark.

C. H K e l p .— Pleased to hear from you . Glad to have you r 
opinion, formed on the spot, that the fight in Ireland is 
damaging the Church.

G. W h e e l e r .—TheN. S. S. secretary will writoyou.
D. Ma r t in .—There is no such passage. You have confused 

two texts in different parts of the New Testament. You 
will find our Bible Handbook a cheap Concordance, and 
useful in such inquiries.

R. I r e la n d .—Dr. T. R. Allinson is a member of the N. S. S. 
Those who want a sensible doctor cannot do better than 
consult him. Like the Peculiar People, he has little belief 
in physic ; but, unlike them, he believes in science instead 
of prayer.

R. J. Mu r r a y .—Communications for the Freethinker should 
bo addressed as above. Unfortunately, good books on early 
Church History are not published at the workmen’s price.

Constant R e a d e r .—Thanks. Will give it a paragraph n ex t 
week.

Gorgon zola .—Your certificate will be forwarded. We hope 
as many Freethinkers as possible will join the N. S. S. during 
the next three weeks.

L. E van s .— “ Not half enough of i t ” is the best fault in a 
paper. You don’t say what facts you want a book of 
reference to.

E. R. A dam s.—The N. S. S. cannot send representatives to 
every Christian lecture. Besides, the Woolwich Branch 
prefers to leave Mr. Baker alone while he opposes them in 
halls that are refused to them for Freethought lectures.

S. H a r tm a n n .—Many thanks. See paragraph.
Pa p e r s  R e c e iv e d .—Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—

Ironclad Age— Menschenthum— Echo— Neues Frereligioses 
Sonntags-Blatt —  Freidenker —  The Liberator— Der Arme 
Teufel— Secular Thought —  Boston Investigator— Western 
Figaro— La Vérité Philosophique— Progressive T h in k er- 
Flaming Sword— Loyal American— Two Worlds— Star—  
Protestant Standard— Morpeth Herald— Reading Standard- 
Scarborough Mercury— Shields Daily Gazette— Daily News 
— Freeman’s Journal— Bradford Daily Telegraph— Lanca­
shire Evening Post —  Thanet Advertiser— Open Court—  
Truthseeker— Irish Nows —  Cork Examiner— Huddersfield 
Examiner— Northern Whig— Western Daily Mercury— Los 
Angelos Times— Newcastle Daily Leader.

C o rrespon d en ce  should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
if)., — ‘  ^  y iv liunani-oucctj u ica i

G. ty and other Secular publications.
en .—We are obliged.— we are oi 

V aKR-—The w ord“ aw e” has more shades of meaning 
Tiit appear to recognise. Mr. Bradlaugh’s wavering is 
Hof ? lnconceivable to us, but if ho had wavered it would 
Potj lilVe shaken our own convictions. We attach more im- 

a man’s attitude when his brain is strong than 
difiR 8. «ttitude when it is affected by disease or approaching

• £. jjJ 11H'’11-
o0r,(; 7  Mark ” was a misprint for “ Luke.”  You are quite 

. V\Ys. j The nearest Branch to Paddington is probably the
• ^Av London. See Guide to the Lectures.
Jog a1,agh.—Mr. Forder will write you. He can supply 

■k for , the N. Ii .—twopence weekly, and a penny extra 
'■ JA>,’Rtage. Your card of membership shall be forwarded. 
¡rn,/r,;.KN.—German stamps are not current here. Remit by

b ^ u lVorial Post office order, and the pamphlets shall be How a»d -your stamps returned.
Ch'rj Bobertson.—Proof that hospitals existed before 
Bn,] given in the Westminster Review of Oct., 1877.
city *.r the Roman empire physicians were elected *n evcry
try. 1,1 Proportion to the inhabitants, and paid out of the 
it C P -  Suetonius relates that the Emperor Tiberius made 
ihe c .  ’"siness to visit the sick. Prescott, in his History of

Owing to a pressure on our space, Mr. Foote’s article, 
' Does It Pay ?”  has to stand over till next week.

A very good audience greeted Mr. Foote at Woolwich on 
Friday, April 10, in the Co-operative Hall. We hope some 
of those who applauded his Oration on Charles Bradlaugh 
will join the local Branch of the National Secular Society, 
which is carrying on a brave work amid many difficulties.

” 6 (X  ------- uu T1U1V UUV OiC/A. J. lUOWUlj III LUO \jj
Îvc. t̂ o f Mexico, chap, ii., mentions that before the 

Princi of Christians “ Hospitals were established in the 
a c>ties for the cure of the sick.”  Hospitals for the 

a r'Ntia^616 ' nstituted by the Mohammedans while the 
.«evil* 111 w°rld still considered them as possessed with
' B.

J i s > » . —Prophet Baxter is
played out. 

j^ is a n , '70 cannot

jetting quite a bore. The

Ask Dr. Parker himself. The18 sill cannot say.
Syjjj y and disreputable.

q'1 '~~” re regret to hear that Mr. Wise condescends so 
°°ulur Vecds affair had nothing whatever to do with the0 l. - Ôcip.frv av _ r ---- i:u«n---- i...... . a_

The same Oration drew a crowded audience at the Camber­
well Secular Hall on Sunday evening. The committee took 
the opportunity to make a first-rate collection for the open- 
air work.

Nearly the required amount has already been subscribed by 
members of the National Liberal Club for the purchase of 
Mr. Walter Sickert’s oil portrait of Mr. Bradlaugh, which is 
now on view in the library of that club. The portrait 
represents Mr. Bradlaugh seated, with his head bent down 
over his work. It is full of power and repose, but the expres­
sion is that of a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, 

j The portrait, in short, is Dot of Mr. Bradlaugh in his prime, 
but as aged by care and the House of Commons.

The Camberwell Branch is getting a good list of supporters 
for the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall. Mr. Umpleby, who sub­
scribes £25, has taken 25 pound shares in addition. Mr. S. 
Hartmann takes 18 shares, Mr. J. H. Ellis 10, Mr. Angus 
Thomas 10, and several other members a smaller number.

Mr. S. Hartmann, of the Camberwell Branch, brought the
conduct of Deputy Coroner Wyatt, who insulted a Freethought - ■* 1 •» ^ __¿v yaois hqifv ,au u  lne very lact mac uur iiuoner« nave 10 ; ------------------r * -

Of rial ‘ {y. a generation shows the scantiness of their juryman, before the two local members of the County Council 
Infjs. ' >Ve thought Mr. Wise was capable of better Mr. Hubbard raised the point at the Council meeting on

| Tuesday, and the matter was adjourned for a week.
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Mrs. Samson will|devote the profits of her pamphlet “  Why 
Women Should Be  ̂Secularists ”  to the Bradlaugh Memorial 
Fund.

s
Great Thoughts has been interviewing the Rev. C. A. Berry, 

the famous Congregationalist, of Wolverhampton. A good 
deal of the conversation wa3 about “  the well-known Secularist 
leader and writer, G, W. Foote.”  Mr. Berry was asked 
whether he agreed with Mr. Foote that the churches were 
becoming secularised. His reply was that the churches are 
“  rubbing out the popular and unwarrantable distinction 
between matters sacred and secular,”  but they are “ not losing 
their grip of the unseen world and spiritual faith.”  But is 
not this conceding all that Mr. Foote claimed ? When 
Christianity was supreme, the next life was everything; now 
it is waning, this life is becoming of prime importance. The 
more the churches attend to this life the less they attend to 
the next. Few men die suddenly, and religions never. They 
perish by dilution.

Mr. Berry agreed with his interviewer that Freethinkers 
are the most narrow-minded and intolerant people on the 
face of the earth. He also said “  bah 1 ”  to the word Free- 
thought. Evidently he is out of temper, and this is a 

* cheerful sign of his being hit. Mr. Berry ended by saying 
that “ Mr. Foote must not begin to rejoice.” But he does 
rejoice. He sees religion capitulating to the present world all 
along the line ; and so long as the churches keep marching in 
this direction, he does not mind if they declare they are 
walking the opposite way. Facts speak louder than words.

Dr. Stanton Coit discourses at South Place Institute this 
morning (April 19) on the National Secular Society. No 
doubt some of our friends will be glad to hear him. We 
shall give a report of the discourse.

Mr. Charles Watts is still drawing crowded meetings in the 
Academy of Music, Montreal. The Sunday evening pro­
gramme includes vocal and orchestral music.
v r

Charles Watts is once more going to cross swords with Dr. 
Sexton. This time at Toronto. They have met so frequently 
on opposite sides of the same platform, that some will be 
tempted to compare them, as opposing counsel at law are 
compared, to shears which never cut each other but only that 
which comes between them.

Mr. Charles Watts will visit England about the end of 
June and return to Toronto in September. He will be open 
for lecturing engagements hero during July and August. 
Applications should be sent to his son, C. A. Watts, 17 
Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

The quarterly meeting of the West Ham Branch N. S. S. 
was held last Sunday morning at the Secular Hall, Plaistow, 
and attended by a large number of members. Most of the 
old officers were re-elected. The committee’s report showed 
continuous rapid improvement. Six new members had been 
made; the amount of donations and subscriptions had been 
the highest yet received; £ 3  13s. 2d. had been raised for 
benevolence, and the sale of literature had increased 12 per 
cent, on last quarter. Close upon £50  was dealt with by the 
officers of the Branch. A  social tea was admirably served in 
the evening. The outdoor lectures commence on Plaistow 
Green on May 3 .— E. A ndeeson , Hon. Sec.

Mr. G. J. Holyoake is president of the Holyoake Cycling 
Club, which is largely composed of members of the N.‘ S. S. 
Its special object is to secularise the Sabbath. The secretary 
is Mr. E. Thorntc ,■ 1 Rochfort-cottages, Victoria-road, 
Peckham Rye, S.E. ____

A concert, in aid of the Bradlaugh Memorial Fund, is to be 
given at South-place Institute on Wednesday, May 6.

r.'Tho war between priests and politicians is going on 
merrily in Ireland. The duty of Catholics to obey their 
priests in all things are appearing in the Irish papers, and 
the dispute grows hotter the longer it lasts.

¡:l * . _ -------
J^The Charity Commissioners for England and Wales have 

, chosen the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester, as the 
place for inquiring into the foundation endowment and objects 
of an important Leicester charity. It is a very unusual thing

f t  "  '

for a Secular hall to be used for a Government inquiry, if this 
be not indeed the first instance.

The Luton Weekly Reporter gives a long and fair report 
of Mr. Foote’s Oration on Charles Bradlaugh, which it 
describes as “  very eloquent.”

We are glad to see that Mr. Foote’s pamphlet, Christianity 
and Progress, has been of use to some of the writers on the 
heterodox side in the Echo correspondence on Christianity 
and Marriage.

The Morpeth Herald gives a fair report of the Sunday 
lectures at Blyth by Mr. C. J. Hunt, who, in consequence of 
the Central Hall being refused, after its having been taken 
and bills published, had to lecture in the theatre, obligingiy 
let by Mr. Moody. Mr. C. J. Hunt appears to have been well 
received and to have given much satisfaction.

In an article devoted to the subject, the Morpeth Herald 
alludes to the many instances of injustice suffered by Free­
thinkers at the hands of Christians. It asks why the paly 
lergy attempt to suppress free utterance, and refuse to meet it 

face to face. It mentions that a Branch of the National 
Secular Society has been formed in Blyth, which promises to 
have a good following, and “  if the local priests do not fa<jj 
the lecturers the ranks of the Freethought party will increase.

He Dageraad opens with a paper on Theosophy and other 
humbug from the pen of Fra Diavolo, who traces the con­
nection of the latest fad with the old nonsense of the Kah- 
balists, alchemists, Rosicruscians, and Illuminati, including 
that prince of adepts, Count Cagliostro.

Next Thursday, April 23, is put down in the calendar aS 
dedicated to the patron saint of England, the semi-mythic31 
St. George, who historically was a pork dealer who became a 
bishop of Alexandria ; while in the later myth of St. George 
and the Dragon he has taken on the character of the Egypti»n 
god Horus. April 23 is, however, dedicated to a better maD 
than St. George. It is the birthday of William Shakespeare 
the real patron saint of our country— the poet who mor® 
than any other has added to the wealth of its intellectual lif0,

Mr. Felix Adler, an emancipated American Jewish rab'j1 
and author of Creed and Deed, is coming to Europe to vis1 
the Ethical Societies, of which he is one of the founder»' 
He will probably lecture at South-place when in England.

The Freethinker's Magazine for April gives as frontispi®5® 
a view of the handsome monument erected to the memory 
Horace Seaver, editor of the Boston Investigator. The fi(3 
place is given to a paper by Mr. G. J. Holyoake on the Rif® 
and Character of Charles Bradlaugh. There are also pap®ri 
on the Evolution of the Devil, Spiritualism, and the Bible 
the Schools. Otto Wettstein writes of a First Cause, sD, 
asks, “  What caused it to cause a universe 6,000 years, aD 
not 60,000,000 years ago ? ”  Altogether the number is 3,0 
excellent one. We trust the circulation is increasing.

Mr. S. M. Peacock, president of the Northern Federation oI" 
the National Secular Society, heckled Mr. J. C. Stevenso11’
M.P., when that gentleman addressed his constituents Rf 
week. Mr. Peacock asked Mr. Stevenson if he would 
for the repeal of the disabilities now imposed upon Seca 
larists in the matter of endowments and legacies. A  
received the satisfactory reply, “  Certainly. A man shoa 
be able to do in his will what he is entitled to do 1 
his lifetime.”

HOW TO HELP US. • iW(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker m
window. . -¡.tf

(2) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethv* }
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the cop1 
that remain unsold. a(

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among
acquaintances. , ¡cb

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets,yvA e(
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. F° 
will send them on application. _ ¡p,

(5) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in be t
the car, or the omnibus. _ j  »t

(6) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroa >
public meetings, or among the audiences a ro u n d  8* 
corner preachers.
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FREETHOUGHT IN BELFAST.

four years ago the Ulster Branch of the N. S. S. was 
established in Belfast, the seven members necessary for its 
0rMation being its complete complement, and even this 
jHtnber dwindled for a month or two until the meetings of 
j e branch became more widely known. Even at present 

Membership is not large, but the work performed by the 
ranch is not to be measured by the actual number of members

He

Possesses. During the past two years it has suffered very
ar?e losses through deaths and members leaving Belfast to 
side elsewhere. Our roll includes two medical doctors, a 
ucitor, Englishmen and Scotchmen, as well as natives, and 

■e “ ad a Russian Nihilist amongst us at one time, who has 
®°o left Belfast. He was the mildest and kindliest wild 
e7olutionist I have ever met.

the Branch has held weekly meetings on Sundays con- 
u°usly almost since its commencement, and the subjects 

sated of at these meetings have covered nearly all the
Rateable ground in theology, politics, and social questions. 

s Use of our platform has always been freely given to any
[»ur opponents who were anxious to show us the error of

Ways, and no one who ever took advantage of this 
t tfilege had any complaint to make on the score of unfair 
stttnent in any way. Several clergymen have favored us 

lectures at different times on varying subjects ; Christian 
fMen of most diversified beliefs have propounded their 

8 ,^s> and taken our criticism in the kindly and tolerant 
j- in which it was given. Our Christian opponents are 
i anably civil and decent in the expression of their opinions, 

We have, of course, occasionally experienced the coarse 
.^blatant bigot given to assertion and bombast, and un- 

j "Dg to conform to ordinary rules of debate. Our courteous 
s i  firm treatment of these gentlemen has always been 
ai?°lent to-reduce them to order, and the sympathy of the 

?l6nce has always been with us in these encounters. 
a VUring the winter months the meetings are better attended, 
« a tlie expectation of a warm discussion on some interesting 
jje°l°gical point always draws a good audience. The Abercorn 
^  can accommodate about two hundred people, and we 
, a' e had it well filled on several occasions. , Arrangements 
i ® being made by the Branch to secure a comfortable little 

* entirely under its own control throughout the week. 
,/Ibout eighteen months ago the spread of Secularism here 

* âcted the attention of one of the self-important Orange 
¡j!lQes of the city, and he delivered a fierce diatribe against 

111 the Ulster Hall. This was the Rev. Dr. Kane, and some 
j cur members interviewed him after the sermon and 
ten d ed  some better authority than himself for the asser- 

he had made in it. This he declined to give, and

if

o '
*?ad them, with a wave of his hand, to universal history. 

Co ' foote replied to this sermon in the Freethinker, and we 
towered his reply worthy of being reprinted, and a few

He i ------- ° -----------------------o --------------- o
• Ur°h the following Sunday evening. Experience was

‘Hent to teach Dr. Kane, as it teaches other parties, and 
3 left us severely alone ever since. On this occasion the 

C  ^as referred to by Dr. Kane as a means at our disposal 
H n o t in g  his opinions ; but there is not a daily newspaper 

1e*fast that has not at one time or another deliberately 
to allow us to reply to correspondence or other matter 

f’j aad been freely inserted to advance Christianity or villify 
^  ‘bought. One evening newspaper inserts our advertise- 
Ho r ’ 8 proprietors have been asked by gentle Christians 
k  6 than once to refuse us this privilege, and we do not

W but it may be stopped at any time.
He i b0r specimen of Christian charity was exhibited by 
ìk  °0al Y.M.C.A., in hoping that the management of the 
Cott ®osPatal— an unsectarian institution— would refuse a 
(H .Ì^ution from us, being the admission charged at a debate 
*6us e esistence of God. The hospital treasurer had more 
bfier ^ an Save b im credit for, and the dis-

obaracter of their advice became very prominent 
was discovered that the Y.M.C.A. had not contributed

had our first visit from Mrs.

, ^ i t
penny to the hospital 

six months ago we 
and the only ball we could obtain was a large unseated 

V6f rather unprepossessing appearance, named St. Anne’s, 
leek larSe audiences attended the whole course of three 
On fb is  hall was the only one available for Mr. Foote

ifiresent occasion—his first visit to Ireland, I believe. 
Hla-of^r Ve always maintained a vigorous propaganda by the 

* .  rterature of an advanced character, g During 1890 our

sales realised £21 3s. 5 d .: the spread of this through tlrs 
north of Ireland cannot fail in having good effect upon the 
people. Our isolated position has always made it difficult for 
us to bring lecturers from a distance, but this, I  think, has 
also had its advantage in developing a self-reliance that makes 
us determined to fight the battle of freedom on to victory - 
and if we do not enjoy the fruits ourselves we will have the 
consolation that our fight has cleared the way for future 
workers who will reap the harvest of our toil. We are proud 
of being the premier Branch in dear old Ireland, and the 
work we are pushing forward will not be allowed to flag until 
every superstition is as completely banished as St. Patrick is 
said to have banished the reptiles from Erin.

W. M. K nox.

MEANING OF THE WORD “ RELIGION.”

I t is perhaps excusable that those who believe, or profess to 
believe, in theology should wish to appropriate so respectable 
a word as “  religion ”  as a legitimate perquisite of their faith ; 
but it is rather surprising that educated Secularists should 
not only allow them to do so, but positively make them a 
present of it by taking for granted, and even insisting, that 
the word means not merely duty, but also supernatural belief. 
If, however, we dissect the word or dig down to its root, we 
find that the word religion is merely another form of the 
better-understood word obligation; both being derivatives 
of the Latin word ligature or ligament, which means tie or 
bond, the syllable lig being root or bone of all three words 
alike, and not only proof of their affinity, but also that this 
derivation of the word is the correct one. The word 
“  religion ”  by itself, therefore, means duty— neither more 
nor less, and has nothing whatever necessarilg to do with 
theologic belief, though the Churches falsely teach that they 
are inseparable. Now, the only real or practical duty of man 
— that is, the only duty of which he knows— is right life. 
If, therefore, the word “  religion ”  stands alone, it means 
morality— not godliness— contrary as this may be to common 
understanding of the meaning of the word ; and that if we 
wish to place our meaning of the word beyond dispute or 
doubt, we must qualify it, and speak of secular or practical 
religion— that is, of morality, or virtue, or humanity ; and 
of supernatural or theologic religion— that is, of godliness or 
piety. Doubtless, we usually understand what is meant by 
such a legend as “  Religion and Morality,”  but such under­
standing is logically at best only an instinctive and very 
probable guess ; for religion and morality, apart from under­
stood meaning, are one and the same thing, whereas the 
legend “  Theology and morality ”  would be logically indis­
putable, and therefore preferable. I am aware that there is 
high authority for using the word “  religion ”  as synonymous 
with theologic belief ; but authority is the bigot’s castle, 
whilst argument should be the Freethinker’s instrument of 
conviction. Authority, however, is all very well by way of 
illustration and confirmation of argument; so I  will, for 
these purposes, appeal to authority. Pope, in his well- 
known lines from the “  Essay on Man ”  :

For forms of faith let graceless zealots fight—
His can’t he wrong whose life is in the right,

evidently regarded right life— that is, morality or virtue—  
as a form of faith ; that is, a religion. Thomas Paine wrote, 
“  To do good is my religion.”  Charles Kingsley wrote (in 
his little niece’s album), “  Do noble deeds, not dream them.”  
The able and learned author of that splendid book, Super­
natural Religion, evidently, by the very title of his book, did 
not regard the word “ religion ”  by itself as synonymous with 
theologic belief. It would, of course, be the merest pedantry 
to seriously call attention to the popular but erroneous use 
of the word “  religion,”  were it also a matter of common 
knowledge that this popular use of the word, established as 
it is by long usage, and therefore currently convenient, was 
not in itself correct, and could only be justified as an under- 

, stood error ; but such understanding is by no means a matter 
1 of common knowledge, and those Secularists who do under­
stand the difference between the real and popular use of the 
word seem quite disposed to surrender the word to their 
opponents as one of no special value or importance. Even, 
however, if the word is to be so surrendered, that is no reason 
why we should not clearly understand its origin and meaning.

W. J. Marsh.

A little Sunday-school girl recited her text as “  Many are 
cold but few frozen.”
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THE BIBLE-BABEL BLUNDER.
it i j  ----------
.The primal step to universal peace 

wj Is that which leads to schools of foreign speech,1 
v ’Whence issue minds equipped for war’s surcease,
-S Prepared by divers tongues all hearts to reach.

Strange speech estranges men with greater bar 
Than climate, river, mountain-range, or sea ;

But arts of peace will leave scant room for war
When Thought, in common words, evolved shall be.

When all mankind, in one known tongue, shall think, 
Then heart and mind will speak to heart and m ind;

The good of each, the good of all will link ;
And bonds of peace the gladsome earth will bind.

What crimes and vicious virtues have been born 
Of ignorance of symbols of our thought!

What covenants of friendship have been torn!
What patriotic murders have been wrought!

Alas ! that human speech should not be one ;
But God in heedless haste all language mixed,

To stop a rising industry begun
By men whose hearts on heav’n— and bricks— were fixed.

Some Shinar folk, by brickwork, tried to reach
Earth’s concave roof, and thence heaven’s convex floor ; 

When, somehow, someone sent, by sign or speech,
The news to God, who diieful vengeance swore.

W hat! coming here to sully heav’n with brick I 
W e’ll see if any builders hither reach.

Just ope the trap through which I kicked Old N ick !
I ’ll journey down and jumble up their speech.

So down he came to view the rising tow’r.
Said he, “ Let none the cursed building touch !”

Then, strange to say, they all within an hour
Were jabb’ring Irish, Hebrew, Greek and Dutch !

This gabbling babel soon gave rise to blows ;
E jch  workman’s words were deemed but verbal tricks; 

And when free rend’rings reached a bricklayer’s nose, 
lie  ceased to lay— and took to throwing— bricks.

I f  God had but foreseen the coming day
When he a book would write to guide our race,

He would, no doubt, have tried some other way 
To 8top the rise of brickwork into space.

This book he wrote to guide the chosen Jews;
And, later, meant the book to guide us all,

Forgetting that all speech he did confuse,
To limit one dimension of a wall.

To ’stablish diverse tongues, and then to write 
In only one of them a needful guide,

Was certainly an act of heav’nly spite,
Or ignorance, forgetfulness or pride.

The book, in many tongues and many climes,
Has ever sown dissensions, hates, and tears ;

Each boasted precept gendered countless crimes ;
And ev’ry lauded hope unnumbered fears.

Whoe’er will question whomsoe’er he will,
Will find that each is right, and all are wrong ;

That venom’d contradictions fully fill
The minds of all the Bible-burdened throng.

If God had known that forty tons will crush 
A foot of bricks and mortar in a wall,

He ne’er had made his mad linguistic rush,
But waited rdr the rising tow’r to fall.

In justice to Jehovah we must state :
His ignorance need not excite our scorn ;

For science, God and man had both to wait 
Till Newton and Copernicus were born.

G. L. Mackenzie.

T H E  B R A D L A U G H  M E M O R IA L  F U N D .
J. R. Webley, £1 Is. ; C. Packford, 2s. ; J. Donaldson, 

£10 ; collected at 8. Standring’s lecture at Bradford, 10s. fid .; 
A. B. Stewart (Calcutta), £1 ; F. T. Rayner, £1 . Per Angus 
Thomas (Camberwell Branch) : J. Umpleby, £25, and twenty- 
®T®. full3f P^d up shares. Per G. W. Foote ; X , f  15 ; H, 
Richardson, £5.— R. Fobdeb, sec.

NORTH-EASTERN SECULAR FEDERATION.

In spite of unfavorable weather, Mr. C. J. Hunt’s tour in the 
north has been highly successful. The tour commenced ®n 
April 1, at North Shields, the lecture being delivered in 
Spiritualist Hall, Camden-street, the subject being “ Tjj® 
History of Priestcraft.” On account of the wot weather tne 
audience was not so largo as usual, and there was no discus­
sion. On Tuesday, April 2, Mr. Hunt lectured to a very 
audience in the Seamen’s Hall, Fowler-street, South Shields- 
After tho lecture he was opposed by a Spiritualist. On Friday) 
April 3, he journeyed to Middlesborougli, and delivered a® 
address in tho Cleveland Hall on “  Christ or God, Man 0 
Myth.” There was a considerable amount of discussion at tn 
close, Mr. Hunt answering the opposition with great abilnf' 
April 4 saw Mr. Hunt at Bedlington, where, in spite of t“ 
stormy weather, a good audience assembled in tho Co-op®raj 
tivoHall to hear Mr. Hunt lecture on “ Evolution and DesigÛ  
Dr. James Trotter being in the chair. Sunday, April 5, W»8 
red-letter day in the history of the Freethought party 1 
Northumberland, from the fact that the first Freethought 'eC( 
ture ever delivered on a Sunday in Blyth took place on t®, 
date. Mr. Hunt had been advertised to lecture three times.’ 
the Central Hall, but, owing to the bigoted action of tho Cbj1 , 
tian proprietor, the hall was denied Mr. Hunt at the *aj 
moment, and the lectures took place in the Theatre IWjJj 
Considerable interest was manifested in the lectures in 
district, and in spite of the drenching rain, which contin 
the whole day, very good audiences assembled to heal'a 
Hunt. Mr. Martin Weatherburn presided at tho morn

1
at tho_ afternoon lecture, “ Evolution and Design ” aJ6
lecture, “  Christianity and Secularism ” ; Mr. J. Br°

theMr. Weatherburn at the evening lectHre, on 
Christians’ Creed.” There was only ono opponent at 
evening lecture, Mr. Hunt’s reply gaining the npp}8' ̂  
of the audience. Wet weather still continuing, the a u d i8®

— "" .........  i Ap1'1 .
Mr.“  Hunt, h oW ® f ’

v/A n l l v  U U V i J O U o v ,  Tl v u  VY v u l l l v l  D t l t l  v V J t l  U I H U L U ^ ^  U U O  ,1 j j

that met Mr. Hunt in the Albert Hall, Willington, on Ap1'1 
was not as large as had been expected. Mr. Hunt, h°w® „ 
created a great impression by his lecture, “  Christ : God, ^
or Myth ?” one of the audience joining the local Branch- 
good audience assembled in the Central Hall, Spennymoob^ 
April 7, to hear Mr. Hunt lecture on “  Christianity ai£ 
Secularism.” West Auckland was the place on the H8t j,,l 
Wednesday, where, in spite of the weather, a very succe88 | 
meeting was held, Mr. Hunt being opposed by the 
Methodist minister. A largo and enthusiastic meetirg w»8̂  
result of Mr. Hunt’s visit to Annfield Plain (April 9); 
lecture, “  Christ: God, Man, or Myth ?”  was delivered !>’ eS, 
Theatre Royal, which was kindly granted free by Mr. ' rrusi 
the proprietor. A number of persons opposed, Mr 
giving groat satisfaction by his able replies. Finer v'"e,3(,|ni 
met Mr. Hunt on Friday at Newcastle, the consequence ’ ¿j 
that a good audience assembled in the Irish Literary In,8' J  
to hear Mr. Hunt’s lecture on “  Materialism versus Spir’tl%d 
The local Spiritualists had been invited to be p resent; 
their president, Mr. W. H. Robinson, took tho chair. 
the Spiritualists opposed Mr. Hunt, however,and the di8cU:")(f. 
at the close was confined to a passage of arms between ĵ i 
Hunt and Mr. Ogle, an ex-Spiritualist. A large and som®'^ 
noisy audience assembled to hear Mr. Hunt’s lecture on - 
day, April 11, at Chester-le-Street, the subject being ‘ 
tianity and Slavery.” Somo discussion took place at the 
but tho opposition was not of a very high order. The ¡J 
closed by tho three fairly successful lectures on Sn'ul 
the Central Hall, Speunymoor. The subjects wore—M°r „ji- 
“  Tho Christians’ Creed ” ; afternoon, “  Free-will and R®[[ri, >’ 
b ility ” ; evening, “ Christ: God, Man, or Myth.”  Ool
every prospect of a debate being arranged in Spen" ' 
between Mr. Hunt and Mr. Wise, Christian Evidence 1®C „ o' 
I beg to acknowledge the following sums to the exp®'1 ,[[£• 
Mr. Hunt’s tour: Bcdlington Branch, 5s.; Chester-'®' 
Branch, 14s. Id .; Crook Branch, 4s. 6d.— J o se ph  BnoW-» 
sec., 86 Durham-street, Bontinck, Newcastle-on-Tyno. .

N. 8. 8. BENEVOLENT FUND. jo»
J. Kemp, 2 s .; Barbados Branch, 10s. ; North-West 3 JJ-1 

Branch £2 ; T. Huband, 4d. ; R. Morris, I s . ; J- ^ arS ’
A Friend, Is.— R. Fobdee, sec.

.„y
“  Lord help me to pray ”  cried a fervent and lon#ad1

1}
Methodist. “  And the Lord help thee to give over 
a tired listener. ^

A  minister, the other Sunday morning, had Pr' ‘u)1l - , 
very long parched sermon on the creation of naan, 
little girl in the congregation w a s  u t t e r ly  worn ° u 
the service she said to her mother: “ Mamma. w e te^ « 
made of dust?”  “ Certainly, my child.”  “  Tbo 1 fc ¡¡¡> 
too ?”  “  Of conrse. Why do you think he was d’̂
like the rest of us ?”  “  Oh, because ho is 80 $
mamma. I don’t see how the Oreqtqr could mak® • 
together.”
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N A T IO N A L  S E C U L A R  S O C IE T Y .
President, G. W . FOOTE.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.
Secularism: teaches that conduct should be based on reason 
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
interference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears ; it 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
nioral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 
Lberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore 
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
thought, action and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
33 superstitious and by experience as mischievous, and assails 
*t as the historic enemy of progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
sPtead education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
Morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 
^aterial well-being ; and to realise the self-government of 
he people.

MEMBERSHIP.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the following 

®e°laration :—
“ I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I pledge 

*»y*elf, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in promoting 
lls objects.”

Name ..........................................................................................
Address ........................................................................... ..........

Occupation ..............................................................................
Active or Passive ......................................................................
Fated this.......................... day o f .......................18

This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
‘ ‘h a subscription ; and, on admission of the member, a 
Aificate will be issued by the Executive.

, ,|he minimum subscription for individual members is one 
Ruling per year ; all beyond that amount is optional, every 
^e*nber being left to fix his subscription according to his 

eans and interest in the cause.
Ambers are classed as active or passive. Passive members 

those who cannot allow their names to be published. 
ctive members are those who do not object to the publica- 

j,0tl of their names, and are ready to co-operate openly in 
e Society’s work.to«, J

j . fill up the above form and forward it, with sub- 
y^Ption (as much, or as little, as you think just to 
tfn elf and the cause), to Mr. È. Border, sec., 28 
ephecutter Street, London, E.C.; or to a local Branch 
^'etary.

toot;, S U N D A Y  M E E T IN G S .
iCes of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked «  Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.']

Ban. LONDON.
¡t( i}’s Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green Road, N .: 7 

' "iUar, “ What has Christianity Done for Woman?”
Jtr, .ie*®ea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30, 
¡¡h'Oda k*011 Palmer, “ The Workers’ Political Programme.” 
HUltM ’ at 8’ aoc'al gathering. Wednesday, at 8, dramatic class.

JlMvay> at 8> committee meeting, 
hiij p'^al Oreen Branch N. S. S — “ The Monarch ”  Coffee House, 
®°olt. • . al Green Road, E .: 7.30, Mr. W . Heaford, “ The Holy 

Cah,uS True?” Admission free, discussion challenged.
^ e6Un Wel1 —  61 New Church Road, 8 .E .: 4.30, quarterly 

Ilai, 8 : 6 ,  tea; 7, entertainment (members 6d., public 9d.). 
“ CW -  Science, 142 Old Street, E.C.: 7, Mr. J. M. Robertson, 

and the Social Question.”

»»4
ove j?ersmith —  Hammersmith Club, Grove House, 1 The 
d Ri.’“ roadway : Thursday, at 8, Mr. C. J. Hunt,, “  Christianity l^avery.»»

^r. — Mr. Beadle’s, 10 Daisey Villas, Manor Road: 7,
i ^Utn,,’ i i reading. A  business meeting after the reading.

j . .1 Hall, Kentish Town Road, N .W .: 7, Orchestral Band; 
rt 0l*dav ' '*T*)ert Tarn,' « Anarchism : its Aim and Methods.” 

at 8'30> 80cia3 meeting. Tuesday, at 8, singing and 
classes (practice).

Gate—“ Duke of York,” Kensington Place : 8,
B W  neeting-
W h. jj am— Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: 7, Rev. 
't2t̂ latlij<jfdlam, “ Popular Errors Concerning the Church of

âiPtovi^?ntlon— 8 Norland Road North: Monday, at 8, Mutual 
ment Class, Mr. E. Henley, “  Continuous Parliaments.”

R Batter„ OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

Gates: n -15» Mr- w - Heaford> “ What isethna. / 1
* «reen— Opposite St. John’s Church: 11.15, a lecture.

Camberwell — Station Road: ll.su ; Mr. J. Rowney, “ Tue 
Creation Story.”

Edmonton—Corner of Angel Road: 3.30, Mr. J. Eagan, “ A  
Bible Criticism.”

Einsbury Park (near the band-stand): Mr. Sam Standring, 
11.30, “ God and bis Kings” ; 3.30, “ The Dignity of Secularism.” 

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, Mr. W. J. Ramsey, 
“ How Christianity has Cursed the World.” 

nyde Park, near Marble Arch : 11.30, Mr. W . J. Ramsey,
“ Christ’s Moral Eables.”

Kilburn— Salisbury Road (close to Queen’s Park Station): 6.30, 
Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Design in Nature.”

Mile End W aste: 11.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Design in Nature.” 
Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, Mr. E. Haslam, “ Secularism versus 

Christianity.”
Tottenham— Corner of West Green Road: 3.E0, Mr. S. Soddy, 

“ The Confusion of Tongues.”
Victoria Park, near the fountain: 3.30, a lec! ure.
Wood Green —  Jolly Butcher’s Hill: 11.30, Mr. S. Soddy, 

“  Morality in the Middle Ages.”

COUNTRY.
Belfast—St. Anne’s Hall, Donegall Street (opposite Turkish 

Baths): Saturday, April IS, at 8, Mr. G. W . Foote, “ Oration on 
Charles Bradlaugh.” Sunday, April 19, Mr. G. W . Eoote, 11.30 
“ The Pear of Death” ; 3, “ Did the Miracles of the New Testa­
ment Ever Happen ?” ; 7, « A World Without God.”

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge Street : 
Mr. A. B. Moss, 11, “ What do Christians Believe?’ ; 7, “ The 
Triumph of Secularism.”

Crook— 35 Gladstone Terrace, Sunniside, Tow Law : 6.30, Mr. 
John Robinson, “ The Great French Revolution: its Causes.” 

Glasgow— Albion Hall, College Street: 12 noon, debating class, 
Mr. D. Lindsay, “ Liberty ” ; 6.30, Mr. R. Harper, “ Moral Salva­
tion.”

Huddersfield —  Friendly and Trades Societies’ Hall, Northum­
berland Street: 8, important business meeting.

Liverpool— Camden Hall, Camden Street: 11, Tontine Society; 
3, discussion class; 7, Mr. Doeg, “ Old Testament Difficulties—a 
Reply.”

Manchester N. S. S., Secular Hall, Rusholme Road, Oxford 
Road, All Saints’ : Mr. John Grange, 11, “ Charles Bradlaugh, 
the Modern Martyr to Freedom ” ; 6.30, “  An Analysis of Scientific 
Theism.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch N. S. S. — 4 Hall’s Court, Newgate 
Street: 7.30, Mr. Bowen, “  Design in Nature.”

Nottingham —  Secular Hall, Beck Street: 7, debate between 
Mr. J. Hooper and Mr. W . H. Hofmeyer on “ Is the Bible True f”  
(concluded).

Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea : 
3, debating class, “ Atheism v. Agnosticism ?” ; 7, Mr. Skipton.

Reading — « The Fox,” Oxford Road, 7, special meeting of 
members, important business.

Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham Street: 7, a lecture or 
reading.

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King Street: 
7, secretary’s annual report.

Spennymoor—Victoria Hall, Dundas Street: 6, Mr. T. Phillij s, 
a reading.

Sunderland —  Co-operative Hall, Green Street: Mr. Touzeiu 
Parris, 11, “ Christian Symbols, of Pagan Origin” ; 3, “ Why I am 
Not a Christian” ; 7, “ Jesus Christ, neither Man nor God.”

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Manchester—At the corner of Denmark Road and Oxford Road : 

3, Mr. John Grange, “ Moses v. Darwin; or the Crumbling of 
Creeds.” In the case of unfavorable weather this lecture will he 
delivered in the Secular Hall, as above.

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N T S .
Arraus B. Moss, 44 Credon Road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E. 

—April 19, morning and evening, Birmingham; afternoon, 
Wolverhampton; 26, evening, Hall of Science. May 3, morning, 
Clerkenwell; 10, morning, Bethnal Green; afternoon, Victoria 
Park; 17, morning, Westminster; 24, morning, Kingsland; after, 
noon, Victoria Park; 31, morning, Batterea, June 7, morning, 
Clerkenweil ■ afternoon, Victoria Park; 14, morning, Woolwich.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingiey Road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W .— 
April 19, morning, Mile End; 26, morning, Hyde Park; afternoon, 
Finsbury Park ; evening, Woolwich. May 3, morning, Kingsland 
Green; afternoon, Regent’s Park; 10, morning, Pimlico ; evening, 
Kilburn; 17, morning, Clerkenwell; evening, Battersea; 24, 
morning, Hyde Park; evening, Hammersmith; 31, morning, 
Camberwell; evening, Lambeth.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C— April 19, 
Liverpool. May 10, Manchester. Sept. 6, Liverpool.

CENTENARY EDITION
OF

TH E RIGHTS OF MAN
B y  T H O M A S  P A IN E .

With a Political Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, 2s.
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N O W  E E  A D  Y .

THE RESURRECTION.
BEING

Price Twopence.

NO . X I V . OF “  BIB LE RO M AN C ES.”  
By G. W. FOOTE. Price Twopence.

Wreathe the Living Brows. __

AN ORATION ON WALT VVHITMAN
BY

COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. rncurFPRICE THREEPENCE. PRICE THREEPENCE -^

LOVE THE REDEEMER.
With reference to Count Tolstoi’s “ Kreutzer Sonata,” and his viev/s on Christianity, Love,

the Family, and Civilisation.
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoli.

{From the “ North American ReviewSeptember, 1890.)

PRICE TW O PE N CE .

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz . pest free.

For further Particulars send stamped direct»* 
«nvelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street.
ISLINGTON LONDON. N

M EDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.I .
By Dr. T. R. ALLINSON,

4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London,W
Of tint Author, for Postal Order for  l i  2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy■, 
Health ; Longevity; The Teeth • Brown Bread; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing: 
Light; Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema• Black­
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds; 
Cheat Complaints; Deafness; Thread W orm s; Long 
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, Ac.-

M EDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. H.
Ofth Author, for Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d. 

Containing Articles on ; The Healing Power of 
Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Henlth1; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Sa.lt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness; Want of Energy, »fee.; Health Hints for Workers 
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the 
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of 
Simple Fevei, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whoopinc 
Gough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessnesa. Di 
arrheea. Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, <fec.

MEDICAL ESSAYS* Vol. HI.
Post f r e e  from the Author f o r  postal order tor Is. 2d 

It contains Articles on Health and W ealth; No 
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, 
and How to Get I t ; The Management of Young 
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast 
in g ; Perfect Foods; Green Foods, Suppers; Un­
suspected Domes ic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration. 
Sea Bathing, &c. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat 

; to Ju ge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe 
Properly ; to Grow T a ll; to Keep W arm; I Live : to 
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to 
become Beau'i fid and Attractive. On the Cause * nd 
Cure of i he io l  wing Diseases: Stomach Troubles. 
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and 
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens, Ray 
Fever, Winter Cough, r'bilblains, and on the Di» 
eases Produced by tax' ^Mercury.

No House is Complete without these Works. 
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which 

Volume you require.
HYGIENIC M E D IC IN E :

9 » , THE ONLY RATIONAL WAY OF TREATING 
DISEASE.

Everybody likes it who reads it.
Of the Author, for Postoijorder for 1*. Id.

RHEUM ATISM  : ITS CAUSE ANDCURE
Post fr e t  seven stomps.

PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN.
Post fr** 7.1 stomps.

SI axs ION, the People's Dentist, 335 Strand loppo 
site^Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE 

2s. 6d. eacn, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hours 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18c. 

.«old 15b.; stopping, 3«. Cd. extraction, la. ptlnleaa
hr cm,»«.

J. W. GOTT,
38 VILLIERS STR EET, BRADFORD,

YORKS.
W. J. G. lias a large and well-selected stock 

of New Spring Goods in

Worsted Coatings, Serges,
Fancy Trouserings, 

Scotch and Irish Tweeds,
And will be glad to forward Patterns (post 

free) to any address upon application. 
Any length cut. Terms, Cash with order. 

Money returned for all goods not 
approved.

THE ESSENCE °*- 
OF RELIGION

GOD THE IMAGE OP MAN 
MAN’S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE 
THE LAST AND ONLY SOURCE OP 

RELIGION.
By LUDWIG FEUERBACH.

« No one has demonstrated and explained 
the purely human origin of the idea of God 
belter than Ludwig Feuerbach.”— Buchner.

“ I confess that to Feuerbach I owe a 
lebt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling 
about in uncertainty for the ground, and 
finding everywhere shifting sands, Feuer. 
bach cast a sudden blaze in the darkness 
and disclosed to me the way.”— Rev. S. 
Baring-Gould.

IS SOCIALISM SOUND ?
Verbatim Report of Four Nights’ Debate 

between
ANNIE BESANT

AND
G. W. FOOTE.

P R IC E  ONE SHILLING. 
Superior Edition, in Cloth, Two Shillings.

MR. FOOTE’ S PORTRAIT
By A M E Y .

Cabinet Size. One Shilling.
Post free, ca-efully packed, Is. Id.

IMPERIAL SIZE. VERY FINE. 
THREE SHILLINGS.

Post free, Ss. Sd,

TO MARRIED PEOPLE-,,.
A N Illustrated LiBt of Malthusian S p e c i f ¡p t  ® 

■*-*- be forwarded per return of post on rC. ^¡ff 
one penny stamp. Davies, Chemist, 101 P*rR 
Leeds.

W. J. Rendell5
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.

Recommended in “ Law o f Population,” p* ' 
“  W ife’s Handbook,”  p. 51.

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 <; C^‘
well Street, Clerkenwell,,,_  ̂____7 ______ _ __ , jj{jl

2s. doz.. post free (reduction in larger q?aJjnsoy 
For particulars send stamped envelope, ft'
Syringe, with vertical and reverse current. *• is 
4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrev's Powder- 
Quinino Compound, Is. 2d. All other M«** 
Appliances. All prices post free. “  Law of . 
tion ”  and “ Wife's Handbook,”  7$d. each.
—W . J. Rendell (J. Pullen, successor), 13 a® 
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

¡*1

T H E  STRIKE OF A SE X : or, Woman on p ,o*
_ Agai» st the Male Sex for Better Condi**0 fSj 

Life (a Nove') should be read by every adn*t' fr 
most advanced book ever published. Sent P0* ^ ' 
on receipt o f eight penny stamps by W. H. 
Publisher, New Cross, London, S.E.------ -------- ------------------ I__________ _
POPULATION LIMITATION.—Practical ft

tions Allbutt. Beeant, Owen, Knowl 
each; lists I d .; al poet free. Fishkh, K o b u r ib / ,

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—

\ YOUNG LADY wants a Situation m 
^  thinker’s family, as Governess; ce 
teacher; thorough English, French. German. % y  
and Drawing. Apply by letter to M. R., car* 
Ward, 1 Green Lanes, London, N.

s a t i r e s ' ri
A N D  P R O F A N I T Y

By JAMES THOMSON (B.'(*),<
Author of “  The City of Dreadful

New Edition.
Contents—The Story of a (ftFame«8
Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son & G o)f ̂ i 
Devil in the Church of England— R0'1̂ » 
in the Rocky Mountains—Ohristmcf 0f 
in the Upper Circles—A Comini s*’. oil 
Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible 
Monarchy—The One Thing Needful 
AthanaHian Creed.

PRICE ONE SHILLING»
«It  cannot be neglected by any wh0 tp 

interested in one of the most pathe«0 r 
sonages of our time.”—Academy.

«< As clever as they are often prof»00, 
Christian World,

««Well worth preserving.” — VTeeWf 
patch.

«« Reminds one of the genius of
QlAhn-rn

Printed and Published by G. W- Foj)l S,k 
23 iStwnecnttcr-e&reet, London, E5' *


