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WHO KILLED CHRIST?

Y Jthout committing ourselves to a full acceptance
0 tbe Gospel story of Christ's death, with all its
Monstrous miracles and absurd defiance of Roman
ajad Jewish legal procedure, we propose to take the
st’ry as it stands for the purpose of discussing the
guestion at the top of this article.
the ordinary Christian will exclaim that Jesus was
ordered by those infernal Jews. Ever since they
power of persecuting the Jews—that is, ever
tbe days of Constantine—the Christians have
ed on the assumption that the countrymen of Jesus
1 a?tually cry out before Pilate “ His blood be on
heads!” and that they and their posterity
ti erv°d any amount of robbery and outrage until
, J unanimously confessed their sin and worshipped
n they crucified. It made no difference that
+iY-COrderaporaries of Jesus Christ could not transmit
y eir guilt to their offspring. The Christians con-
uued, century after century, to act in the spirit of
1 Sailor in the story. Coming ashoro after a long
~°Jage, Jack attended church and heard a pathetic
ermon on the Crucifixion. On the following day he
°Ked window of a print-shop, and saw a
P'Cture of Jesus on the cross. Just then a Jew came
? looked into the window; whereupon the sailor,
mn ° He picture, asked the Hebrew gentleman
Jew aer-"e recognised it. “ That's Jesus,” said the
Su7’ and sail°r immediately knocked him down.
iPn-d at this treatment, the Hebrew gentleman
N Ibe reason. “ Why,” said the sailor, “ didn’t

“worah emal Jews crucify him?” The poor son of

‘

happo Emitted the fact, but explained that it
matte*” pearly two thousand years ago. “ No
Jay >/' said the sailor, “ | only heard of it yester-

tbat°Tp *s Perfectly clear, according to the Gospels,
lynch d v Jews did not bill Jesus. Unless they

dlldsea ~ey had no power to put him to death.
Part fT “~en a Roman province, and in every
Wes a i . ®mpire the extreme penalty of the law
tbelos = ~dieted by the Roman governor. Nevor-

bitn may bo argued that the Jews really killed
asthOUlbough they did not actually shed his blood,
Nilate™ ¢ amored for his death and terrorised Pontius

Wo ordering ajudicial murder. But suppose
that this view of the case, does it therefore follow
Jesua -e? noted without justification? Was not
Wes ~beir judgment, guilty of blasphemy, and
"lie th a deadiy °rime under the Mosaic law ?
Nevitin blasphemeth the name of the Lord,” says

Were as xxiv, 16, “ shall surely be put to death.”

c’nimn».j o Jews, then, carrying out the plain
Nor ~ment of Jehovah ?

part of'fL8 this tbeir only justification. In another

Were orjttl0 Mosaic “aw P eut- xiii, 6-10), the Jews

~aughto 67 d biH any onej whether mother, son,
t° Worsff bnsband, or wife, who should entice them

Gained b~riL~6l, Sod3, Now it is expressly main-
N‘E)» étastef overwhelming majority of divines that
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Jesus asserted his own godhead. He is reported as
saying, “ I and my Father are one,” and as St. Paul
says “ He thought it no robbery to be equal to God.”
Were not the Jews, then, bound to Kill him if they
could ?

Let it not be supposed that we would have Kkilled
him. We are not excusing the Jews as men, but as
observers of the Mosaic law and worshippers of
Jehovah. Their God is responsible for the death of
Jesus, and if Jesus was a portion of that very deity,
he was responsible for his own death. His wor-
shippers had learnt the lesson so well that they killed
their own God when he came in disguise.

It is contended by some Christians that Pontius
Pilate killed Jesus. According to these arguers,
Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent, and the execu-
tion was therefore a murder. But is it not perfectly
obvious from the Gospel story that Pilate tried to
save Jesus? Did not the obstinate prisoner plead
guilty to what was really a charge of sedition ? Did
he attempt any defence ? Did he call any witnesses ?
Was he not contumacious? And had Pilate any
alternative to sentencing him to the legal punishment
of his crime ?

Other friends of Jesus lay the blame of his death
on Judas Iscariot. But the whole story of the
“ betrayal ” of Jesus is a downright absurdity. How
could he sell his master when the commodity was
common? What sense is there in his being paid to
indicate the best-known man in Jerusalem ? Even
if the story were true, it appears that Jesus knew
what Judas was doing, and as he could easily have
returned to Galilee, he was accessory to his own fate.
It may also be pointed out that Judas only Kkilled
Jesus if the tragedy would not have occurred without
him ; in which case he was the proximate cause of
the Crucifixion, and consequently a benefactor to all
who are saved by the blood of Christ. Instead of
execration, therefore, he deserves praise, and even the
statue which Disraeli suggested as his proper reward.

Who Killed Christ? Why himself. His brain
gave way. He was demented. His conduct at
Jerusalem was that of a manaic. His very language
showed a loss of balance. Whipping the dove-sellers
and money-changers, not out of the temple, but out
of its unsanctified precincts, was lunatic violence.
Those merchants were fulfilling a necessary, reputable
function ; selling doves to women who required them
as burnt offerings, and exchanging the current Roman
money for the sacred Jewish coins which alone were
accepted by the Temple priest». It is easy to call
them thieves, but they were not tried, and their evi-
dence is unheard. If they cheated, they must have
been remarkably clever, for all their customers were
Jews. Besides, there were proper tribunals for the
correction of such offences, and no one who was not
beside himself would think of going into a market
and indiscriminately whipping the traders and dash-
ing down their stalls. Certainly any man who did
it now would be arrested, if he were not lynched on
the spot, and would either be imprisoned or detained
at Her Majesty’s pleasure.
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Quite in keeping with these displays of temper
was the conduct of Jesua before Pilate., A modicum
of common sense would have saved him. He was not
required to tell alie or renounce a conviction. All
that was necessary to his release was to plead not
guilty and defend himself against the charge of
sedition. His death, therefore, was rather a suicide
than a martyrdom. Unfortunately the jurisprudence
of that age was less scientific than the one which now
prevails; the finer differences between sanity and
insanity were not discriminated; otherwise Jesus
would have been remanded for inquiries into his
mental condition.

As a man Jesus died because he had not the sense
to live. As a God he must have died voluntarily.
In either case it is an idle, gratuitous, enervating
indulgence in “ the luxury of woe” to be always
afflicting ourselves with the story of his doom.
Great and good men have suffered and died since,
and other lessons are needed than any that may be
learnt at the foot of the Cross.

G. W. FOOTE.

THE LAMB OF GOD.

Christians who revile the heathen for worshipping
gods in hideous forms should ask themselves what
a literal-minded Confucian is likely to think when he
reads in the Apocalypse that worship is paid a Lamb
having seven horns and seven eyes (Rev. v., 6). An
intelligent Hindu, aware that in depicting Brahma
with four arms the native artists only imply that his
power extends to every quarter, will at once give an
allegorical interpretation to the Lamb of God. And
no doubt he will be right. The Lamb is a symbol.
Otherwise, since the Son is depicted as a Lamb, we
should be justified in considering the Father as an
old ram. But what is it symbolical of? Here we
are in danger of being at once launched into a mytho-
logical maelstrom.

That the designation of Lamb does not, as Chris-
tians generally suppose, refer to the alleged meek
and mild disposition of their Savior, may be gathered
from the fact that he is also called “ the Lion of the
tribe of Judah” in the preceding verse to that
already mentioned (Rev. v., 5).

The Lamb was undoubtedly a favorite symbol of
Christ in the early ages. The term is used through-
out by the author of the Apocalypse, generally with
the designation Lamb of God. Noting the essentially
Jewish character of that book, exhibited in those
only of the twelve tribes being depicted as saved,
we cannot be wrong in connecting the Lamb of God
with the paschal lamb, slain annually by the Jews
in token of their covenant with their God. But
further, as the author of Bible folk Lore shows, the
Apocalypse “ is a Jewish copy of older Mazdean
eschatological predictions.” It employs Mithraic
terms and symbology, and thus the Lamb stands not
only as the symbol of the old covenant, but of the
new age of purity and peace which was looked
forward to to succeed the cycle of strife and evil
under the dragon.

Paul says “ Christ our passover”—that is, our
Pisach lamb—* is sacrificed for us ” (1 Cor. v., 7), and
the first epistle ascribed to Peter (i., 18-19) says we
are redeemed “ with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb witho-R blemish and without spot.”

The very season of the Passover shows it to have
been at bottom a nature feast. The slaying of the
lamb was an annual peace-offering, and the sprinkling
of blood on the tent-posts was to appease evil spirits.
The lamb was probably offered instead of the first-
born son of the house.* In adopting Christ as the
Paschal lamb, the substitutionary sacrifice for men,
Christians were but reverting to the early savage

* See my paper on The Passover in Freethinker, April 25, 1886.
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notion that deities are only to be appeased with blood,
and must have that of the best quality. In this case
they made the quality so excellent as to be divine, so
that the Christian religion presents the unique spec-
tacle of a God sacrificing himself in order to appease
himself!

A survival of the old notions appears in the Catholic
Church, that great repository of the Paganism of tre
past. Just as the lamb was substituted for human
victims, so dough or wax figures in the form of a lamb
were substituted for the animal. To this day the
Agnus Dei medallions, supposed to be made from the
paschal tapers consecrated by the Pope at Easter, are
revered by all good Catholics. The genuine ones are
presented by the Pope to distinguished persons.
They are supposed to possess the power of preventing
thunder, dispersing storms, averting shipwreck,
securing against fire, and repelling the Devil and his
angels. In short, they are like the old amulets charm9
against evil spirits. The Romish clergy derive much
pecuniary profit from selling the Agnus Dei. To this
Béranger alludes in “ La Mort du Diable” (The Death
of the Devil) :

Il est mort ! disent tous les moines
On n’achétera plus d'agnus.

But there is yet another reason why the SaviC
appears in the form of a Lamb. In former times t®
year began when the sun entered the sign of Arie§
This was the Lamb that came to save the woM
bringing new life to nature. No wonder men wof
slopped the Lamb when the sun entering that sigl
was the signal for the enjoyment of the sun’'s bless-
ing. The festival of Easter is the feast of
Paschal Lamb, when the sun passes over into t#
zodiacal sign, having triumphed over the powers
darkness and the under-world. That it is a movabb’
feast sufficiently shows that it does not commémoré
the death and resurrection of a mortal man, but ofRJ
astronomical deity. Christ our passover is sacrifié,
for us at the season when the astronomical lamb s
obliterated or sacrificed by the superior effulgeDd
of the sun. This Lamb is slain from bofore $
foundation of the world, yet rises again triumph»®;

This suggests that the reason the name of L»®
has been given to Christ is not on account of &
mythical gentleness of Jesus, which he certainly
not display towards the Pharisees, but because Cbr5
is the Sun whose triumph is gained every year ur™l
the sign of the Lamb. The representations of ~
Lamb bearing the cross, or placed upon an altar,
serve to confirm this suggestion.

J. M. W heeled

A RARE MORNING’'S WORK.

The Society for Promoting Christian KnowlI”L
puts out a large placard with a cross in the ce®}
and headed “ Holy Week.” It gives a list of
events supposed to have happened a long way off®.
a good while ago which tbis week commefflilg)

Premising that for Thursday it places the PassO"
Supper and the Agony in the Garden, |

verbatim the events for Friday. ,

Jesus is brought before Caiaphas and accused of bIa*P\L/JV(P'
because he said he was “ the son of God.” B
Then he is brought before Pilate and accused of tfOil
becauso he said he was “ the king of the Jews.” N
Pilate sends him to Herod, and Herod sends him

Pilate.
Pilate seeks repeatedly to release him, « finding
in him.”
At last, seeing the priests and people tumultous, he
Jesug to their will.
Jesus is scourged and mocked, and led away to be cr°®
Jesus hangs upon the cross upon Mount Calvary *r°
third to the ninth hour (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.)

Can any who use their reason suppose
country at peace and ruled over by a Roman goV



March 29, 1891.]

all these important judicial events, resulting in an
execution, took place in one morning before 9 a.m. ?
Proceedings before the Jewish Sanhedrim were of a
grave character. Accusations had to be drawn up in
mwriting and witnesses examined, ample time being
accorded for cross-examination and defence. Herod
Wes tetrarch of Galilee. Even if he were in Jerusalem
at the time, the remission of a prisoner from the
Procurator and his return to that functionary must
have been accompanied by formalities between these
dignitaries, and there is a further stretch of proba-
bility in supposing that the Roman governor, who
Eught repeatedly to release him, should give in to
ihe clamor of the mob and have him summarily
executed so early in the same morning. Credat
Judceus. Let the reader ponder this and read tne
many discrepancies of the narratives. Let him
remember that Jewish courts did not sit at Passover,
and that at that time no execution could take place,
any more than with us on Good Friday. We shall be'
surprised if he does not come to the conclusion that
me story of the Crucifixion is indeed a fiction, and
°ne which this very Church placard stammeringly
c°nfesses is without visible means of support.

J. M. W.

REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH.
By G. W. Foote.

(Continued.)

CITTLE did I dream, as | watched Mr. Bradlaugh
corn ~ bigotry in the law courts, that the time would
imVv® Whben be and | would be included in a common
ag.fment and stand in acriminal dock together. But
i me French say, it is always the unexpected that
“Ppens. Early In July, 1882, | was served with a
mrnons from the Lord Mayor of London, ordering
to appear at the Mansion House on the following
resday and take my trial on a charge of Blasphemy.
Wb other gentlemen were included in the summons,
all three of us duly appeared. We were all
gembers of the National Secular Society, and Mr.
~mllaugh attended to render any possible assistance.
Ap was adjourned to the following Monday, by
I a p * anae a summons had been served on Mr. Brad-
aa' |b>who took his place beside us in the dock. After
i~ rnated day’s proceedings we were committed for
U "-e Bailey. .
Mr M object of this prosecution was, of course, to stab
biVOtor?blaugh in the back. He had fought all the
put a &6 to face, and held them all at bay ; so they
Paid' ] = mtto into Sir Hardinge Giffard’s hands, and
behindi0L blood-money to attack the hero from
to uai',w-adlaugli had to play the fox again. He wanted
Court fme’ and be wanted to be tried, if at all, in the
beinrr i°.  Queen's Bench. He always told me that
the sin ri?”™ ail *be Old Bailey was going like a lamb to
certy; V/bter, and that a verdict of guilty there would
°bviou ~ mean twelve months’ imprisonment. The
Crtior S Fesource, therefore, was to obtain a writ of
court vr amoving our indictment to the superior
catiOV n aPPby it was in the long vacation, and appli-

; t0 be Made to a judge in chambers. By
mr I'-"Pece ot? good luck, it was Mr. Justice Stephen

th6 \Sx* behind the table on the fatal morning when

°btai ~ad to be finally granted or refused It was
li . 1882. Poor Mr. Maloney, who
B fadl td Ibré¥ecution, was no match for Mr.

him ;auSh, who treated him like a child, and- only let
]I;/a’\.a word now and then as a special favor,

a fe le %a tha law courts.with..Mr. Bradlaugh, | was
He th° see bis intimate knowledge of legal practice,
fiext the labyrinth with consummate ease and
thinénty- went from office to office, where every-
theib Seemed designed to baffle suitors conducting
ops ,°'vn cases. Our case, too, was somewhat peculiar ;
expen technicalities, only half intelligible even to
juto 7 met us at every turn ; and when we got out

IUe °pen air | felt that the thing was indeed done,
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but that it would puzzle omniscience to do it in
exactly the same way again. Seven pounds was spent
on stamps, documents, and other items, and securities
for costs had to be given to the extent of six hundred
pounds. As I walked home I pondered the great truth
that England is a free country. 1 had seen with my
own eyes that there is one law for rich and poor. But
I could not help reflecting that only the rich could
afford it, and that the poor might as well have no law
at all.

Mr. Bradlaugh next moved to quash the indictment.
He argued that the public prosecutor’s fiat was bad, as
it did not name the persons who were to be proceeded
against, and thus resembled a general warrant, which
in the famous Wilkes case the judges had held to be
invalid. On this point, however, two judges, one of
them being Sir James Stephen, gave judgment against
him. The case was argued on Mr. Bradlaugh’s part,
the judges said, with “ great power and learning.” For
my part, | think he showed a greater knowledge of
“ cases ” than both the legal luminaries on the bench,
who laid their heads close together over many a knotty
point of the argument.

Beaten on the main issue, Mr. Bradlaugh was
successful, however, on the subsidiary one. Two
counts were struck out of the indictment. The excision
made no difference to me, but agreat deal of difference
to him. Two numbers of the Freethinker were thus
disposed of bearing the imprint of the Freethought
Publishing Company, and owing to the lapse of time it
was impossible to open a fresh indictment. Of course
| saw what Mr. Bradlaugh was driving at, and | could
not but admire the way in which he made light of this
point, arguing it baldly as a formal matter on which,
as their lordships would see at a glance, he was abso-
lutely entitled to a judgment. They would see that
he was still open to all the other counts of the indict-
ment, and therefore it might make very little difference,
but right was right and law was law. Under the spell
of his persuasive speech, it was amazing to see the
judges smoothing their wrinkled fronts. | fancy they
gave him his second point the more readily because
they were against him on the first; indeed, they
seemed to think it a pity, if not a shame, that all his
learning and ability should be displayed for nothing.

Our indictment went into the list of Crown Cases
Reserved, and did not come on for trial till the following
April. Meanwhile | was prosecuted again, and failing
to get awrit of certiorari, owing to the flagrant bigotry
of Baron Huddleston and Justice North, | was tried at
the Old Bailey, and sentenced to twelve months’
inprisonment like a common thief—as Mr. Bradlaugh
had predicted.

During my trouble Mr. Bradlaugh lent me every
assistance, furnishing me with legal books and advice,
and visiting me in Newgate between the first and
second trials, while Judge North’s underlings were
preparing a more pliant jury than the one which had
declined to return a verdict of guilty.

In Holloway Gaol I lost sight of Mr. Bradlaugh and
everyone else, except persons | had no desire to see.
But one morning, early in April, 1883, the Governor
informed me that Mr. Bradlaugh wis going to pay me
a visit, having the Home Secretary’s order to see me on
urgent business. The same afternoon | was marched
from my cell into one of the Governor's offices,
where Mr. Bradlaugh was wailing. Compared with
the pale prisoners | saw day by day, he looked
the very picture of health. Fresh, clean-shaven,
neatly dressed, he was a most refreshing sight to eyes
accustomed to rough faces and the brown convict's
garb. And it was a friend too, and | could take his

i hand and exchange human speech with him. How
vivid is my recollection of him at that moment! He
seemed in the prime of life, little the worse for his
terrible struggles, only the gray a trifle more decided
about the temples, but the eyes full of light, and the
mobile mouth full of vitality. And now he is dead!
Dead! |Itis hard to realise. But | rang the muffled
bell as he lay fighting his last battle, and | followed
his corpse to the grave ; and | know that the worm is
busy about those leonine features, and the rain trickles
through with a scent of faded flowers. Yes, it is true ;
he is dead. Dead like the king and dead like the
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clown ; yet living truly beyond the dust of death in
the lives of others, an inextinguishable light, a vivify-
ing fire, a passionate hope, an ardent aspiration.

Till the Future dares

Forget the Past, his fate and fame shall be
An echo and a light unto eternity.

(To be continued.)

ACID DROPS*

Mr. Gladstone opposes divorce on Chriitian grounds. Well
now, on human grounds, we should like to have his view of
the Jackson case. Here is a man who marries a woman, goes
abroad at her desire on the very day of the marriage, and
returns to find that she ha3 “ altered her mind ” and won't
live with him. Then he goes to law and gets an order
against her for restitution of conjugal rights. Then, finding
the order is a perfect farce, he takes the matter into his own-
hands, seizes his wife forcibly, and carries her off with as
little violence as possible. Thereupon the law is set in motion
against him, and he is told by the Judges that awife can live
with her husband or not as she pleases, although if he leave
her ho can be punished for desertion. What a beautiful
muddle! Mr. Jackson has a wife, and Mrs. Jackson has a
husband, but she is a wife and not a wife and he is sf husband
and not a husband. Yet the Christian law insists on per-
petuating the farce. If Mr. Jackion goes near her he is
liable to imprisonment, and if he marries another woman,
with less eccentric notions, he will get a couple of years at
least for bigamy. Pretty, is it not, Mr. Gladstone ? Perhaps
you will write a fresh essay on Divorce in the light of this
interesting case.

While Archdeacon Farrar and other clergymen are praising
the Salvation Army to the skies it is quite refreshing to come
across a good old orthodox Church bigot like the Vicar of
Newport. This reverend successor of the twelve apostles has
turned fifty children out of his school for attending a Salva-
tion Army tea. No one but a Christian could display such
amazing charity.

Christian Churches know the weakness of Christian
ministers. We seo that the Rev. Charles Berry, of Wolver-
hampton, is offered the pastorate— that is, the shepherding
and fleecing— of Brixton Independent Chapel, and has agreed
to meet a deputation on the subject. The stipend is one
thousand guineas. Blessed be ye poor! Yea, and Woe unto
you rich!

Saint Paul said it was good for men and women to have
nothing to do with each other. Of course, he used less
elegant language, being moved by the Holy Ghost, but that
is the substance of his inspired observation. It appears,
however, that an Ince curate, the Rev. John George James
Whitfield, differed from St. Paul on this point. Accordingly
he courted the head mistress of the infant school, but having
changed his mind, ho found himself party to a breach of
promise suit, and ho has now to pay £150 for his little luxury.

The Rev. W. T. Davison’s “ remarkable paper ” on Inspira-
tion, which we noticed last week, ii reprinted in full in the
Methodist journals. One of Mr. Davison’'s confessions is
noteworthy. “ What is tho reason,” he asks, “ why so much
criticism is rationalistic, so that the very name bears with
some an ill savor? | fear largely because Rationalism has
done so much more minute and thorough work of investiga-
tion, and orthodox commentators, while anxious about edifica-
tion, have not pursued Bible inquiries with the thoroughness
or scientific procision which is necessary to-day if the work is
to be useful and lasting.” Precisely so, Mr. Davison. The
Rationalists have f ;e tho work ; they have explained your
Bible ; and you are trying to appropriate the result of their
labors. Or, as Mr. Horton put it, the Rationalists have made
all the materials, but “ wo” are going to construct the edifice.
Are you ? We guess you won't.

Price Hughes has been holding forth on tho opium traffic,
which Christian England forces on Heathen China— another
instance of the *“ immeasurable superiority of Christ.”
Curiously enough, Mr. Hughes quoted a fine passage from a
letter by tho Marquis Tseng, “ the Gladstone of China,” in
which that great statesman declares that his Government
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wants to repress the opium traffic, and not to gain revenue
from such a source. “ My sovereign,” he says, “ has never
desired his Empire to thrive upon the lives or infirmities of
his subjects.” Yet this Chinese statesman, as Mr. Hughes
sadly confesses, is not a Christian but a Confucian. Indeed,
Mr. Hughes, in one of his lucid intervals, suggests that if
might not be a bad thing if “ a few Chinese mandarins cam8
over here to convert our politicians.”

The Methodist Times indulges in some very silly and sickly
talk about the indebtedness of English poets to the Bible-
No one denies that the English translation, with some reser-
vations, such as Coleridge insisted on, is a noble monumeri
of simple, vigorous, racy Saxon. But that is the work o
several generations of Englishmen with a sense for style, axf
not of the original documents. Does not Mr. Swinburne, for
instance, say of the New Testament, that it is translated out
of canine Greek into divine English ?

The newly-instituted Church of England religious order,
which calls itself the Brotherhood of St. Paul, has coni'
menced operations in Lisson-grove, Marylebone. It sets ot
with fine pretensions, but is likely to develope the sa»8
characteristics as other religious orders.

The character and conduct of these bodies is pretty well
known on the continent, and is expressed in the follow”
lines, which are a translation of a popular mock-chant on the
Theatines, a class of mongrel monks and clergy.

The Theatine commandments ten
Have less to do with saints than men.
1. Of money make sure. 6. Turn day into night.
2. Bntrap rich and poor. 7. Give the bailiff the slip.
3. Always get a good dinner. 8. Make theworld fill your scripl
4. In all bargains be winner. 9. Make your convert a slave-
5. Coolyour red wine with white 10. To your king play the kns\8
These ten commandments ma e but two;
All things for me, and none for you.

Paris and London are now on speaking terms. By
of the telephone a Londoner can carry on a conversation witj
a Parisian. We guess this “ miracle” would make J. 0.
the twelve apostles stare like mad.

The Draper's Record gives publicity to a nice bit 0
humbug. It appears that a pious Methodist is trying to
the Malmesbury Silk Mills Company, Limited, with a cap”™.
of £43,000. With the prospectus he distributes a “ private
circular headed “ Tho Efficiency of Prayer” and addressed 'f
his “ Dear Friends in Christ.” If the shares are taken up ®
promises to subscribe £250 a year towards liquidating »
debt on the Rouen Mission. We guess the investors will bc®
good deal more anxious about their capital and interest.

Tho Medium tells of a Mr. Shaw, who, it appears, tind®
he controls the weather. He sometimes experiences an
pressive feeling in his head as if his hat were tight. T»
all he has to do is to lift his hat, and immediately rain b
to fall. Mr. Shaw and his head should be looked after,
might bring on a second deluge.

The Rev. Thomas Moore, in the Church Monthly, m8.,
some arrogant claims for the Church as the friend of j
people, that always “ fought tho battle of the weak 8
helpless against the strong and tho powerful.” Mr.
must have access to some history of England liitlie
unknown to us if this is his reading of its teachings.

few of them from tire “ Church Year Book ” may be of
rest. The number of confirmations is not on tho incr°+d
reaching a total under 200,000, of which nearly two-tk?j,
are females. This number would indicate that the C*17Yv
has hold on only about one-fourth of the people, though”
marriage returns would give it a far better position. )y
London parish of 18,000 souls there were but seventy |l
firmations in 1890. The Church leads tho way far ab0'."-
the combined Dissenting bodies in its voluntary

let those in some respects are declining. In 1881 the 0 ~j,
Pastoral Aid Society sent out 540 curates and 108 1*5
tants, for whom the congregations in which they urin'9

raised locally £35,121. But in 1889, for 509 c8
130 lay assistants, they only raised £29,737, the A d
in men being nine, but in money £5,384. The fGQ."

saving tho heathen declines too. The Church
Society, which a few years ago had an income of a9
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of amillion, raised only £208,500, and the S.P.G. £125,000,
‘while, as the teetotallers remind us, our drink bill is nearly
140 millions.

Among the flowers of School Board biblical knowledge
~ported by the inspector for the East Biding is the follow-
ing—'l Abraham’s name was changed to Israel; the name
Israel means to save people from their sins.” Good Christians
maould be horrified if they knew how often children get such
patters wrong, but never thinking of asking themselves why
lime should be occupied in getting them right.

The rival organisations the SP.G. and the C.M.S. are
rying to jockey each other out of the Holy Land. Most of
‘he religious papers are squabbling about the matter. Of
bourse the rivalry is all for the cause of Christ, and not in the
lightest degree for cash. Oh dear, no!

The Bev. A. F. T. Lc Groa undertakes to show that the
i“stence of the human race demonstrates the existence of
1:®% and receives therein tha endorsement of the Eev. C.
Lloyd Engstrom, secretary of the Christian Evidence Society.

0 Messrs. Le Gros and Engstrom then deny the existence
°[ Atheists ? Not at all, only on the question of the consent
0 the human race, Atheists do not count.

th(;r]]_'lﬁli 8entleman might have a stronger case if for Deity
rac™ @uLstituted deities. The vast majority of the human
of > halin!? held that there were gods many. But what sort
t =, S°d or gods does the consent of man testify to? Cer-
_ ?y the Shamj Ti of the Chinese is very different from the
clii Bible. The Christian Trinity certainly cannot
mfealbr ~'e common consent of the human mind were that
end an” efficient evidence of its truth instead of being the
»h ?tSenient of all superstitions, including the belief in
° 3 from which belief in God has evolved.

cvannounces that special Sunday services for
OpB1S8 will be re-commenced. It says “ We take this

. "‘mUnity of stating that we object strongly on the broadest
b . ndf to any cyclist of avowed freethinking or positivist
Plaids reading the lessons. We shall not sit quiet this
<’ If wo see such a proceeding as we have referred to
”.ho hath done this thing to the blasphemy of God and the
aiBh displeasure of the editor of Wheeling ?

,, A London priest pokes fun at Mr. Hugh Price Hughes in
~ London Echo. Ho says: “ The last time | had the
P‘ea3Ure of hearing Mr. Hughes railing ferociously against
liif/'~~~~sm,’ he was himself actually dressed as a priest.
,0 tailor had given him a far more ‘sacerdotal

wot tgpiudge by the outside, thanjlr. Pusey himself was
<Saeerdot ;i?Sume-” Hugh Price Hughes railing against
dotH:2; beal'sm " is of a piece with his usual cant. His very

Witness against him.
Let

ufive ¢, T rMura to the Christianity of Christ and the primi-
Lka ~M8 constant cry of the “ forward ” Christians,
Bat thfiSBSi” ea”~ Lunn, Hughes, Parker, Farrar, and Booth
HO gct RI3hgp of Mianphesifer 138 bf 8 Wy Hifferent opitiih,
thatj  ally argues in favor of Christianity on the ground
Both ,iDl;e other religions, it gets better as it.grows older.

settle t h r - Canriot sound. Wo leave the Christians to
dispute among themselves.

Th
tVorlg ™ tlencEura “ slates ” Sir Edwin Arnold’s Light of the
Vetgg # According to our leading literary journal, his “ blank
It n°k pxactly bad, but it is utterly without distinction,
ease m j°n’ ke the strains of a piano-organ, with maddening
sion monotony. Loosely constructed and lax in expres-
fusedly t3enfences trip each other up, and jostle along con-
out 110 certain close. Gorgeous they often are, decked
and un 1 PUmpfQan,l gold ; but their splendor is meretricious
time Jg ' and soon uPon the reader.” At the same

Certain 1S “ervor und fluency will undoubtedly delight a
order of readers.”

Tinify ~ferent, of course, is the criticism of the Methodist
which'f, vv Ldwin Arnold’s is * one of those great poerms
Above aijll,?ed “ en-will_never allow to pass out of print.”
tianit L° has “ rendered an immense service to Chris-
Sweetn ~ brinSing out the gracious humanity, the manly
— which8- tla0 dilrine tenderness of the life of our Lord”

' 1118 to be presumed, were not properly brought out
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by the biographers who were selected and inspired by the
Holy Ghost. Sir Edwin also shows Christ's “ immeasurable
superiority to Buddha ”— which, by the way, he doesn’t, for
he represents the moral teaching of Jesus as much the same
as Buddha’'s, only the Nazarene opens the door to a future
life ; hell, of course, being shunted on to a neglected siding,
and heaven having the main line to itself.

Sir Edwin Arnold’s poem naturally pleases the Price
Hughes fraternity. Its sentimentality is just on their level,
and its free handling of “ the Savior” and the Gospels is
akin to their professional blasphemies; for which, if their
God keeps a Holloway Gaol, they will certainly do twelve
months’ “ hard.” _

What strange notions of evidence are found in orthodox
heads 1 Here is the London Echo writing on the Bev. Dr.
Dallinger, Wesleyan and microscopist, and telling us that
“ the views of such a man on questions of revelation and
Nature are of great interest.” On nature, yes ; at least in
his special department. But why on revelation ? It may be
true that “ no man more unhesitatingly believes in the
redemptive work and Divinity of Jesus Christ.” But how on
earth does looking through a microscope at minute organisms
enable a man to judge better than his neighbors whether Jesus
Christ be man or God, or whether the Gospels were written
by the scribes whose names they bear or by a different set of
persons in alater age ? Perhaps the Echo will kindly explain.

One of the mo3t eminent of American spiritists instances
the best-known editor of a spiritist paper as himself a com-
plete demonstration of immortality, “ for,” says he, “ if the
remainder of his soul—if there be any—is as tenacious of life
as his innate love of falsehood, and his treachery and malice,
nothing but a fiat of creative power can destroy it.” The
editor in question calls the writer a “ blackguard.” Such
are the amenities of spiritual polemics.

In the unhappy loss of the emigrant ship Utopia last week
the conduct of the men of the Channel Squadron and of the
ships in Gibraltar harbor, which sent out boats to aid in the
work of rescue, contrasted strongly with the supposed work
of God, which drifted the emigrant ship into collision with
the ironclad, resulting in a loss of over five hundred and
seventy lives. -

The determination of the Bev. Mr. Hallowes, now he has
emerged from prison, to continue his open-air preaching in
Arklow, has resulted in new disturbances.

There has been a fall-off in the subscriptions to the
Wesleyan Missionary Society of £1,000 during the past year,
and it was stated in a leading Congregational church that the
deficit of the London Missionary Society would probably
reach £9,000. -

The Eitualistic churches get up many attractions for this
season, but Dr. Joseph Parker means to outdo them. He
announces that he will close a recent controversy with his
friend Mr. Gladstone by preaching on Good Friday on “ The
Huxleys of Gadara, or What the Neighbors said about the
Devils and the Pigs. Eeserved seats, price sixpence, may
be obtained from the sexton.” We shall probably give an
account of Dr. Parker’s discourse.

A well-known preacher was suffering from an acute attack
of influenza. In the course of an earnest sermon, he said, “ |
know of no more melancholy spectacle than this— —’ Here
the sentence was abruptly terminated by his applying his
handkerchief to his nose with emphatic sonorosity.

Another of the Peculiar People has died through attending
only to the divine directions in the Epistle of James. Eliza
Cranmer died in labor, the doctrines of her sect prohibiting
the summoning of medical aid. Prayers were offered and
the woman was anointed with oil according to the scrmtnril
directions. But she died from exhaustion. The jury censured
the husband, but in doing so they were really casting a slur
on St. James.

Mr. W. Leys explains in the Woolwich Gazette why the
Secularists do not go to hear the Eev. Mr. Barker oppose
their views. Ho lectures in a hall which is refused to Free
thinkers for a similar purpose, and they decline to counte'
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nance such bigotry. Mr. Leys reminds Mr. Barker that be
can have a set debate whenever he likes. Mr. Foote is ready
to discuss with him, and to let the proceeds go to an unsec-
tarian charity. -

Miss Emily Glade Ellis, in her paper on The Fetish of
Charity, in the Westminster Review, gives several instances of
Church bazaars being got up for the personal benefit of the
parson, to build him a house or enlarge his drawing-room
and add a library and greenhouse. She says : “ It is a maxim
among Church financiers that a steady pressure of debts and
appeals keeps the congregation up to the mark; immediately
these are relaxed, the receipts fall off. Thus, when the vicar
wanted new church furniture, if he first asked the money to
pay for it, he might wait long for a single bookmarker. So
he orders his altar clothes from London and then announces
in the pulpit that there is a heavy debt for church expenses,
a serious decline in the offerings for divine service ; that the
congregation must bear this in mind, and let their light so
shine before men, etc.” Possibly he preaches to them from
the text, “ Owe no man anything.”

The Seren is the weekly organ of the Welsh Baptists. It
gives large type to the following on the Church of England:
“ The history of the Church is a scandalous history. Her
mother was a harlot and her father a murderer. She grew
up an ugly and imperious creature. She persecuted the
Nonconformists, tortured the philanthropists, robbed her
neighbors, hanged the innocent, and threw the heroes of
freedom into prison. Her history is more disgraceful than
that of any tribe of cannibals in the South Sea Islands. Her
chief articles of faith are robbery, tyranny, persecution,
barbarism, and all ghastliness.”

The writer, a well-known Baptist minister, thus continues
regarding his Anglican brethren : “ What of her clergy ?
They are either in their parlors smoking, in the fields shooting
hares, preparing for a dance, or in tap-rooms drinking hot
spirits.  What matters it to them that the poor should starve ?
Slave-holders have they been through the ages, and they
possess the spirit of persecution as strongly now as ever.”

<No wonder the Welsh write thus bitterly against the
Church if the statement of Mr. Owen Owen be correct that
in twenty years the Welsh Nonconformists have paid three
millions in tithes to the support of the Established Church.

Dean Gregory, of St. Paul's Cathedral, has been orating at
Salford on religious education. He cannot deny that the
Board Schools give better secular teaching than most of the
voluntary schools, but the children trained in the latter, he
contends, have more “ reverence.” In other words, they are
more docile recipients of priestly medicine. That, indeed, is
the real reason why the clergy are so hot on this question.
They simply want to create, at the public expense, artificial
customers for their artificial goods.

The story in the Spectator about the man who attended
three services one Sunday and gave his texts as: And the
Lord said unto Moses from out the belly of a whale, almost
thou persuadest me to be a Christian ; proves to be an old
one. In its early form it read that at an examination in
Trinity College, Dublin, an examiner known for his badgering
blockheads, enjoyed the following treat: Q. What beast is
recorded to have spoken in Scripture. A. A whale. Q. To
whom did the whale speak ? A. To Moses in the bullrushes.
Q. What did the whale say ? A. Almost thou perauadest
me to be a Christian. Q. And what did Moses say ? A. Thou
art the man. Then the examiner left.

The persecution of Freethinkers in Germany continues
relentlessly. Our energetic friend Dr. Voelkel, the editor of
the Neues Freireligié- s Sonntags Blatts, has been condemned
to another six months' imprisonment for blasphemy at Halle.
Dr. Voelkel is a stout, hearty man of under fifty. He has
stood many prosecutions for blasphemy, and may be able to
stand imprisonment; though we confess we wish he was now
editing his paper from Switzerland. But Karl Scholl, who
is also being prosecuted for blasphemy at Nuremberg,
is an old man of over seventy. He was originally a
minister, but was suspended for his free opinions after
the Holy Coat was exhibited at Trier in 1844. In 18Gl he
translated into German extracts from the writings of Mr.
Holyoake and other English Freethinkers. For many years
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he conducted Es Werde Licht, a monthly journal of the
Beligion of Humanity. His prosecution shows a determina-
tion to crush Freethought in Germany if possible.

The Archbishop of York, in his very able address to
working men at Hull, gave a little attention to the familiar
question, why working men do not go to church. He
remarked that “ if men are hungry in their souls they go to
their church to have their souls fed, and you may depend upon
it that a man is not very hungry who is always finding fault
with his food.” Just so, Dr. Magee. What men hunger
after is knowledge, beauty, and happiness. At church they
are only offered dry and doleful dogmas. They are finding
that to feed on fossil sawdust is only to fill their bellies with
the east wind. -

The Liverpool Guardian reports an interview with Mrs.
Crook, the faith-healing lady of “ Bethshan.” One of her
close friends is Dr. Hill, who also believes in faith-healing-
This gentleman gave a number of “ cases,” every one of
which may be true, though his logic is fit for an infant-
school. Certain patients gave up doctors, trusted to Jesus,
and got better; ergo Jesus healed them. But why? Is
there no such thing as the restorative power of nature ? Is
it not that which the doctor himself has to work with ? Do
not animals often recover without medical aid ? Does Jesus
heal them? The fact is, Dr. Hill, Mrs. Crook, and the rest
of that tribe, argue on the good old superstitious principle
of “ heads we win and tails you lose.” If a praying patient
dies, that was Nature; if he recovers, that was Jesus m
whereas it was really Nature in both cases.

Agnostic (argumentatively) : “ You say that you believe
in the immediate efficacy of prayer ?”  Christian Friend
(firmly): “ 1do.” Agnostic: “ Well, now suppose a mother
kneels down and prays fervently for favoring winds to blow
her son’s ship safe home from China, and another mother
prays for winds to blow her son’s ship safe into China, and
these ships are passing each other on the same course, do
you mean to tell me that both these prayers can be answered
satisfactorily ?” Christian Friend : “ l—er----—-- " Listening
Boy (triumphantly) : “ Why, of course, pa; don’'t you see?
That's what makes so many cyclones.”

The prosecution, or as the Ritualists call if the persecution,
of the Rev. J. Bell Scott, of St. Margaret’'s, Liverpool, is to-
be continued. No attempt will be made to imprison the
reverend gentleman, but only to obtain a sentence of con-
demnation.

There has been a row at St. John'’s, Deritend, Birmingham-
The parson issued a cirular requesting that those of the choir
who were not decided Christians should resign. One lady
did so, another abruptly left, and a third, the leader of the
choir, was pointedly asked to do so, “ giving any reason yoa
may think desirable.” On this letter being shown to the
choir, the organist and most of them resigned, and the
organist will be put forward as the pupils’ warden at the
forthcoming Easter vestry.

What's in a name ? Mr. C. A. Berry wishss to be knowo
as a Catholic Congregationalist. We should like him to ten
us the doctrinal difference between a C. C. and a Protestan”
Independent, except that the first name is a bigger mouthfn*-

A Pall Mall Gazette man has interviewed Prophet Baxter,
who is not in the least disturbed by the death of Prine0
Napoleon. Why should he be, indeed ? So many of Baxter s
anti-Christs have died that he is quite accustomed to losing
them. He serenely picks up another, puts off the battle 0
Armageddon and the Second Advent a little further, all,
cries out as lustily as ever, “ Walk up, walk up, ladies ab

gentlemen!”  Anti-Christ changes every season, but f e
show goes on, and the fools pay gate-money. Baxter 3
ever ! Hallelujah! Lord Jesus come quickly ! Amen 1

Cora: “ Wonder why the pretty young minister calls ns
lambs of his fold? ” Dora : “ On account of the shoe]?
eyes we are always casting at him, | presume.”

Mr. Bingo : “ Well, Tommy, what did you learn at Sunday,
school to-day ?” Tommy : “ | learned how to say grace]V
Mr. Bingo : “ Let's hear it.” Tommy (meekly): “ ™ °Q
goes with two pieces of cake.”
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, March 29, Hall of Science, Old-street, London, E.C.,
at 7, “ Christianity and Social Progress.”

April 5, Birmingham; 12, Camberwell; 19, Belfast; 26,
Liverpool.

Xlay 3, Hall of Science ;
ence; 24, Manchester.

_ "Pile 7, Camberwell,

10, Camberwell; 17, N. S. Confer-

14 and 21, Hall of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Teraky communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica-
TrlO to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.
j freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
;fee to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at
d‘e following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year,
s-3d.; Three Months, Is. 7£d. Australia, China and Africa ;
““One Year, 8s. Sd.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months,

7?7, 2d. India:(—One Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.;
three Months, 2s. 8Jd.
ALE of Advertisements— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-

Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,

eeding ten words, 6d.
Column, £1 10s. Special terms for

ds-i Half Column, 15s.:
repetitions.
y®Irig contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future
@&cive the number when their subscription expires in a
Hex, _ICfi WraPP
e liY JoneS—ThankS for your interesting letter. Able,
0 rnest>and energetic Freethinkers like yourself, scattered
g ]r the country, leaven the whole community. We dare
If ..your member’s certificate has been received by this time.
Jos* ooes not arrive kindly letus know.
Cm U “ howN.—The shares in the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall
“ rsan™ (Limited) can be taken up very easily. See
MAOIN?ar Blums.” We hope Mr. Hunt's tour will be successful.
.Is> newsagent, Ferrier-street, Wandsworth, supplies

P 1] ilurfal and other Secular publications.
Knot , Tteli' — (1) We criticised Miss Weston's “ Hard
8 noarty a year ago under the title of “ Fooling Jack.”
as ~ink it would be a good thing to reprint the article

. a Tract for circulation in the Navy? (2) By and bye
A * compulsory attendance at “ divine worship” will bo

uishea In both services. (3) The British Sentinel's
lie°°fnt “ Voltaire’'s Last Hours” is a perfect tissue of
pO ‘r°m beginning to end. The real facts, from contem-

D,'jSTIry 8°urces, are given in our Infidel Death-Beds.

Mj. p'~0mething on the Design Argument will be found in
that °Olu'a Corwin on God. You are wrong in supposing
se;, 8 08tre8s has been laid on the multiplicity of Christian
of g ] Intending to be based on the proper interpretation
strom' , re> These internal divisions have always been a
BibleS a/=Uraent against the inspiration and value of the

much'ab course the meaning of Christ's words is just as
racter' 10116  contention as that of any other Bible cha-
~ ' kKIMoNa

|nV|teJ_J_’L 18 absolutely untrue that J. Williams was
one there to °PP0Ge Mr. Foote at the Hall of Science. No
availed v- ever think of “ inviting” him. Ho simply
Pgiven f ImBelf °f the public invitation which is always
Bootle pK1 reethought platforms.
A editorn Y :tiiinkeb.—The man must be crazy, and the
TnENCc' ry as bad to insert such rubbish.

Arnerjca i*aD—We understand that Mrs. Besant goes 'to
. 6&°phio n ° rePresent England and Mde. Blavatsky at a Theo-
ACr A elti‘n

ffig. jjr e think there must have been a misunderstand-

AJstituti Ura<Baugh always professed himself in favor of

them. o0°na methods, as we believe he always followed

the Arm8°A" a™er be first took his seat he voted in favor of

mce°nce-il,.i ct’ blowing the Irish authorities to search for
c°ntrarv - rfAOU do not “ bore ” us by writing. Quite the
ready 1 Mr. Howard is willing to debate, Mr. Foote is

"’ fse's enm re8en* the Spennymoor Branch. Wo doubt Mr.
y°U will 1. Petence, but if kbe Christians put him forward
fecal pb_Paye te give #he matter a faw consideration. The
Byod «rigstkms  may rest assured that Mr. Foote doesn’t
Tulj acrushing defeat.” He is used to it.

out ¢ “="The double collecting sheets you refer to, sent
teoye(drn Fleet-street in error, are not to be used, but des-

8h)|)En ghe twg__[yr}gs_;__h_a}ye separate collecting cards and
Ci-'H o 1 B-”
W,- *0. \ﬁ %@ln tLe autumn,

g lad™o bear good news of the Liverpool Branch

N cB itovnTallJ IPPear-
Foote is quite ready to meet the Rev. G. II.

tﬂensmn ~be reverend gentleman need be under no misappre-
m-Ccndescend' r' Foote’8 worst enemy never accused him of

awif0 " trappy John!
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D. Gow (Dundee) sends us £5 to be divided between the Brad-
laugh Memorial and the Liability Fund.

E. Y. A.—Thanks, but 'tis a little out of date now.

Chaules Dickens.—Mr. Foote debated with Mr. Woffendale
fourteen years ago. The joint committee decided not to incur
the expense of a verbatim report. Mr. Woffendale, however,
smuggled in a reporter of his own, a man incapable of
taking a verbatim report. This man’'s copy was a most
ridiculous travesty of the debate, and does not contain a
third of Mr. Foote's speeches. Mr. Woffendale's speeches
were given at greater length, and the reverend gentleman
helped them out with footnotes. Of course Mr. Foote
denounced the abortion at the time, and leaves it to the
judgment of honest men.

Papers Received.—Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—
Ironclad Age—Menschenthum— Echo—Neues Frereligioses
Sonntags-Blatt — Freidenker — The Liberator—Der Arme
Teufel—Secular Thought — Boston Investigator—Western
Figaro—La Vérité Philosophique—Progressive Thinker-
Flaming Sword—Loyal American—Two Worlds—Star—
Open Court—Truthseeker—Birmingham Daily Mail—Daily
Telegraph — Eastern Morning News—Phonetic Journal—
Twentieth Century—Independent Pulpit—Western M ail-
Wheeling—New York Sun—Woolwich Gazette—Bradford
Observer.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish tocall our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote delivers the last of his special course of Sunday
evening lectures at the London Hall of Science to-day
(March 29). The subject is “ Christianity and Social Pro-
gress.” Last Sunday evening Mr. Foote was opposed by the
Rev. P. H. Wicksteed, who made a humorous, good-natured
speech, and was well received. The final subject is more in
Mr. Wicksteed’s line, and we hope he will come again. If
he does so, special provision will be made for a good dis-
cussion.

The Resurrection, another instalment of Mr. Foote’s “ Bible
Romances,” will be published next week. It is a double
number, price twopence, and will appear very seasonably.

The Truthseeker (New York), writing on the Bradlaugh
Memorial, says “ the scheme is a good and feasible one,” and
adds— “ It will honor Mr. Bradlaugh as he would like to
be honored, and the Hall will be invaluable to the Free-
thinkers of England.” -

The Articles of Association of the Bradlaugh Memorial
Hall Company (Limited) will be signed by the time this
number of the Freethinker is in the reader's hands. The
signers will act as Directors until the first general meeting of
shareholders, which must be called within six months. All
of these gentlemen have been elected by the Memorial
Committee, who, after discussing the really important items
from our special standpoint, left the completion of the Articles
in the hands of Mr. Foote and the solicitors.

A secretary to the Company will be appointed as soon as
possible. Meanwhile applications for Shares can be sent to
Mr. Forder, who will hand them over to the officer in ques-
tion. The Shares are £1 each, payable Is. on application,
Is. on allotment, and in subsequent calls of not more than
2s. 6d. each. This will enable the poorest to become share-
holders. Those who can afford to pay up their shares fully
are of course at liberty to do so.

The more donations are raised the better. It will both
place the company in a safer position and give the N. S. S. a
firmer grip on the enterprise. Collecting-cards, all signed by
Mr. Forder and bearing the name of the person to whom
each is entrusted, are now in circulation, and we beg the
holders to lose no time in getting the cards filled up. They
are sent to all members of the Committee and to all the
secretaries of Branches. But this is not intended to be
the limit. Any Freethinker who is able and willing to collect
for the Fund should communicate at once with Mr. Forder.
The treasurer of this Fund is Mr. George Anderson, himself
a subscriber of £100.

The special Fund for Liquidating Mr. Bradlaugh's Lia-
bilities, and assisting Mrs. Bonner, has a separate treasurer»
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Mr. W. H. Reynolds, Oamplin House, New Cross, London,
S.E. All monies received will be lodged in bis hands.
Subscriptions had better be sent to him direct, but if pre-
ferred for any reason they can also be sent to Mr. Foote or
Mr. J. M. Robertson. Collecting sheets, with copies of the
Appeal printed in our last issue, are being extensively circu-
lated outside as well as inside the Freethought party. We
shall be happy to see copies forwarded to any fresh applicants.

The Sydney Freethought Hall will be built this year ; at
least we read so in Mr. Symes's Liberator. We hope the
prophecy will be realised, and that friend Collins will officiate
in tim temple.

Mr. C. J. Hunt goes on a lecturing tour early in April
under the auspices of the North Eastern Secular Federation.
He begins on April 1 at North Shields, and ends on April 12
at Spennymoor. All the intervening days are filled up. Sub-
scriptions to help defray the expenses of Mr. Hunt's tour
should be sent to the secretary, Joseph Brown, 86 Durham-
street, Bentinck, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Now that lady doctors abound it may be worth mentioning
that one of the first to advocate this innovation and to
qualify herself for the post, was an Atheist, Mrs. Emma
Martin. This lady, who had been highly educated, per-
sistently advocated the instruction of girls in physiology.
This she made the subject of lectures. She was accepted
as midwife for the Royal Maternity Charity, but when it was
discovered she was Mrs. Martin the Social lecturer, she was
informed it was part of the duty to offer up prayer. Relating
this in the Reasoner of Feb. 23, 1848, Mrs. Martin says :
“ 1 told him, in reply, that | was the person spoken of. That
if he had told me | should be required to pray, | should long
ago have informed him that | could, in conscience, do no
such thing. That | supposed | should be required to render
physical assistance only, not spiritual, which latter I did not
understand. And | said much more that | dare say con-
vinced him that | was not only heterodox, but gloried in it.”

The Children’s Party at the London Hall of Science was a
great success. About four hundred little ones sported about
for six hours, eating, drinking, dancing, and watching and
listening to performances suited to their time of life. Finally
came the distribution of prizes. Thanks are due to the ladies
and gentlemen of the Committee who made all the arrange-
ments and attended to look after the children’s comfort.

Those slanderers of Giordano Bruno who have asserted
that his conduct towards the end of his life was pusillani-
mous should be effectually silenced by a recent publication
in Italy. The third volume of a series of works by Bruno,
that have existed hitherto only in manuscript, has just been
issued by order of the Italian Government. It contains,
among other illustrative matter, a facsimile of the report of
the Company of St. John the Beheaded, who superintended
Bruno’s execution. This report gives the details of Bruno’s
last hours, proving clearly that he died as nobly and firmly
as he had lived.— Th« Speaker.

The Cosmopolitan announces that Mr. J. A. Balfour, of
13 Khetwady, Bombay, is about to start a high-class weekly
Freethought journal, with the title Modern Thought. Wo
wish the venture all success and shall be happy to exchange.

The Cosmopolitan, of Calcutta, comes out in a black cover
and with an obituary notice of Mr. Bradlaugh, whose loss, it
declares, all India is mourning. It gives a lengthy list of his
labors in connection with that great country. The editor of
the Cosmopolitan has challenged Dr. Pentecost, the American
revivalist, now in India (no relation to Hugh 0. Pentecost) to
debate the truth of Christianity.

In one of those au.eies in which French writers so charm-
ingly mix learning with lightness of touch, M. Andre
Chevrillon deals with the Religions of India in the Revue des
Deux Mondes. He compares Brahmanism with one of those
primitive organisms which are capable of resisting all mutila-
tions because composed of independent centres of which
each may be wounded by the entire body perishing. “ At
Calcutta an Englishman was lamenting the scanty success of
Protestant missions. A few Hindoos were converted, most
frequently through self-interest, in order that they might be
employed by Europeans. After a few years they re-embraced
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their caste and their set. The Brahmans listen with patience,
indulgence, or curiosity. Their religion is too evanescent and
multiple to permit them to be captured bodily. Hence they
offer to admit Christ among the three hundred and thirty
millions of the Hindu Pantheon, provided they may be allowed
to consider him as one of the forms of Vishnu incarnated for
Europeans.” -

Our brothers in Sweden are not satisfied with attending to
missionary work at home. Mr. John Lindell, one of the most
active Freethinkers in Sweden, has left for Australia to carry
the gospel of Light and Liberty to his countrymen there.

Mr. Foote will shortly pay his first visit to Ireland. He
delivers four lectures in Belfast on Saturday and Sunday,
April 18 and 19. Prior to his visit the Branch is placarding
the town with Freethinker bills.

The Bethnal Green Branch holds a tea and smoking concert
this evening (March 29). Tea at 5.30, Concert at 6.45.
Will any lady or gentleman who can assist by singing or
reciting drop in and do a good turn for a poor Branch in a
poor neighborhood? Place— Monarch Coffee Tavern, 166
Bethnal Green-road, E.

At a large meeting of the Women’s Liberal Association,
held at Stratford on Monday, March 16, a resolution in support
of Mr. Lawson’s Bill for Opening Museums, etc., on Sunday
was carried unanimously. It says something for the progress
of Secularism and the decline of Christianity when even tbs
middle-clas3 women break from the chains of superstition.

Dr. G. W. Brown, of Rockford, Illinois, whose Oriental
Researches we reviewed Oct. 27,1889, finding it urged by a
clergyman that even if Jesus was a myth his ideal character
as given in the gospels is a type of all that is noble in
humanity, has put forward a little booklet with the title The
Teachings of Jesus not adapted to Modern Civilisation. It 13
written very vigorously and goe3 to show that the gospel
Jesus was a very imperfect specimen of humanity.

Dr. Brown says, “ If a model is needed for the young and for
the old, do not give us this mythical Jesus ; for a better can
be found in any community. We need a man of truth
of plain words, of noble deeds, educated and refined; i°"
dustrious, not given to boasting, or denunciation ; indifferent
to the frowns of the vulgar, or the bribes of the wealthy !
always courteous; open as the day ; his heart and purse ever
ready to relieve the needs of the distressed ; who treats the
humble, and those in high places alike with deference ; h»3
no words of abuse or reproach for any one ; is deaf to censure
or applause ; in short, is a gentleman, and finds only gentle'
men in all he meets.”

A curious anticipation of modern views, which appears 1*
A Relation of Some Teares Travaile Begunne anno 162“
(London, 1632), by Thomas Herbert, is given in Notes
Queries. Herbert, writing of “ the savage inhabitants ” 0
the Cape of Good Hope, states that “ comparing their imh*'
tions, speech, and visages, | doubt many of them have 13
better Predecessors than Monkeys ; which | have seone ther3
of great stature.”

De Dageraad for March is late in making its appearand*
It has a lengthy notice of Mr. Bradlaugh from the able Pe
of J. v. d’Ende.

reprint of Mr. Bradlaugh’s first pamphlet, issued origio
in 1849. It is entitled “ A Few Words on the Christ
Creed, by C. Bradlaugh, Jun.” It was issued from his res®
dence, which was that of Mrs. Garlilo, 1 Warner-pyV
Hackney-road, and is dedicated to the Rev. J. G. Packer, y-
At the end is announced as in the press another panapilj,
“ Christianitg a Delusion, by C. Bradlaugh, Jun.” Mr-
laugh'’s literary activity thus began at about the age of siste®
His admirers will desire to possess a copy of its first fruit-3
. . f th3

The Boston Investigator gives its readers a picture 0 .
monumont erected to Horace Seaver. It appears to bo a 5.
obelisk, and may deserve the title, a sermon in granite. g
ever, we can but think that a memorial hall, or soye
similar that carries on a man’s work, is the best way of P
tuating his memory.
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CHARLES BRADLAUGH.
By Moncube D. Conway.

.On the 242nd anniversary of “ King Charles the Martyr ”
died another Charles, who represented the more civil but
ra’re fatal steel which England keeps suspended over its
throne. Charles Bradlaugh was something of a martyr too.
His herculean frame, which lies low in his fifty-eighth year,
must have lasted many years longer had he continued a
comfortable Christian. But in his seventeenth year, when
J6 became slightly sceptical, a pious hunt began : the super-
wtendent of a Sunday-school, in which he had taught,
started a clerical hue and cry; Bradlaugh was driven out of
ais situation of solicitor’'s errand boy, and, after nearly
starving, passed three wretched years as a soldier in Ireland.
His strength sapped by early privations was further impaired

years of persecution; in defending the Freethinker’s ight,

0 speak in public, to print his opinion, to testify in court
o sit on juries, to sit in Parliament, he received blow after

low from the tyranny he was overthrowing; his aeeumu-
ated costs bound on him a burden of debts that wore upon

,Is life, and was largely instrumental in weighing him down
J'fio his premature grave. Yes, Bradlaugh was a martyr,
j 0 Christian of our time has had a heavier cross to bear.
n this country Bradlaugh was known by his lectures, and in
evening dress ; but the man’s proportions could not be truly
in that way. His place was on a hill-side speaking to

ousands of miners, swart and hungry, with a canopy of

g ~ace-smoke for their only sky; or in his London Hall of

cience, where he drilled his humble comrades for service in
si 1 ,Issuesi or in the court room, where he maintained
~ng handed the constitutional liberties of Englishmen
seen08" retained uniats of Church and State. | have
like ant* ~eard Fim on occasions when he seemed to stand
pi  SOQe century-worn obelisk, scarred all over with hiero-

c:ll 8 °] innumerable battles. Even what friendly censors

e his faults were historic and monumental. If he
int nared egOtistical, it was because he had been left alone by
ie°tual peers who should have been his friends. If his
¢ ®Was sometimes shrill, it was because ho was so long
ctnpelled to contend for the plainest truths and simplest
be 1@ ii he was now and then revolutionary, it was

cause of the oppression that, as Solomon says, maketh, a

100 03an mad. His faults mirrored the wrongs he had
e ,erei. But let me not be supposed to countenance the
jAS~cuts of his adversaries. No man was ever more
hardr® Ualy misjudged. He was supposed by many to be of a
a and harsh nature. In the course of a long personal
his ain'anco with him, during which | witnessed some of

terufion experiences, | found in Bradlaugh a womanly
Said kas °~en brought to my mind what Emerson
attach CM]J]yle> “ he was a trip-hammer with an aeolian

a faitbf0™ ’ ' hie was an affectionate husband, a kind father,

Heated | - *Hend, and most scrupulously polite to all who

matters ~ as what he was,— a gentleman at heart. In all

merely  Telat to sex and marriage, Bradlaugh was not

8Biﬂi8H. Personally, but exceptionally conservative in
'Open Court (Chicago),

CHAELEg BRADLAUGH AT DEATH'S DOOR.

years ago | was informed, on my arrival in
HOg Ork> that Charles Bradlaugh was ill in 8t. Luke’s
the illa' ~ hastened to visit him. His physician said that
not v? &8 ~ad been very dangerous, indeed the patient was
Npen Te°W danger. Bradlaugh had expected death,
relief ti enHred he took my hand eagerly, and showed a
that 1 andrs* d did not understand. But | presently saw
dyinr. 0 j d dreaded the slanders that swarmed around the
you?” and dead Paine. When | asked, “ How can | help
be fac- sa'd: “ 1 have been facing death—may presently
Hie, ¢ In® ~ “gain— and my doctor, all who have approached
in j» Inform you whether at any moment they havo seen
bear 7par'  Should 1 die, you will be able to
nor fQlness ~hat | am not afraid to die— have never been—
life h-/ u 1llaomen™ faltered from the principles to which my

s been devoted.”— M. D. Conway, in “ Open Court."

For THE LIQUIDATION OF MR. BRADLAUGH'S
LIABILITIES.

: Gifigon, £5 ; J. M. Gimson, £5 ; A. J. Gimson, £3 ;
5 Ob>£5; E. D. B, 4s.; F. S., £50 ; Edward Brooks,
R j woOrace Seal, £5 ; D. J. Morley, 5s. ; W. W. lvensett, £1 ;
ET o/ 2s. 6d. ; W. D. Armstrong, 5s. ; Jno. Callean,
W pd-IP owning, £5 ; J. A. Hill, £5; Edwin Hill, £5.—
Reynolds, Camplin House, New Cross, London, S.E.
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THE BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL FUND.

S. F, £100 ; W. Nash, 2s. 6d. ; Mr. Neale, 2s. 6d.; Mr.
Biggs, 2s. 6d.; F. Nash, Is. ; Florence Nash, Is. ; Clara Nash,
Is.; S.H. T., 10s. : Miss Sitn3on, 5s. ; N. Mills, £1 ; J.
Barnaby, £1 ; E. Sims, £1 Is. ; F. Smallman, £» ; J. Piggott,
Is.—Robt. FoBDEB, Secretary.

CHILDREN'S PARTY, 1891.

Mrs. Foote, 7s. 6d.; R. Forder, 2s. 6cL Per Mrs. Cookney :
J. Robertson, 5s.; Allen, 6d. Per Mrs. Santon: E. Sleigh,
2s.; T.de Towni, 6d.; W.B.,3d.; J. Searle, Is.; F. Coles, 6d.
Per Mrs. Billot; F. Henderson, 6d.; F. Coughlan, 6d.; S.
Stalder, Is. 6d.; G. Burton, 2s.6d.; Mr. Still, 6d. ; S. Madden,
Is.; Miss Barnard, Is. Per Mr. Hilditch : J. Abraham, Is.;
J. Hyman, Is.; H. Brown, Is.; B. Burnam, Is. Per Miss
Robins: W. Perry, Is.; E. Heed, 6d.; H. W., 2s.; Mrs.
Robins, 6d.; H. Rowe, 6d.; Miss E. Robins, 6d. Per Mr.
Billot : J. Checketts, 6d.; G. Gale, 6d.; J. R., 5s. Per Mrs.
Thornton Smith : Felix, 3d.; G. Somers, 6d.; G.D., 3d.; J. M.
Robertson, 2s. Per Mr. Bentley : C. Bentley, 6d.; Jones,
Smith and Chequrson, 2d. each; L. Chick, 3d.; J. Chick, F.
Woolnough, F. Lane, Chambers and W. J. P., 6d. each; R-
Gilchrist, Is. Per J. Anderson, 4s.; Mrs. Baxter, 6d.; Miss
Simson, Is.—R. Forder, Secretary..

A LEARNED PIG IN PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE.

An amusing incident occurred on Wednesday forenoon in
the neighborhood of the Custom House Quay, Greenock,
where the cross-channel steamers land their pigs as well as
their passengers. As a somewhat stout and sedate-looking
member of the former fraternity was being induced to pro-
ceed up Brymner-street, having just accomplished the voyage
from the Emerald Isle, it suddenly bolted from its caretakers
and rushed headlong— not into the nearest public-house, as
so many would have done, but into the nearest emporium for
the diffusion of useful knowledge, the Waverley Book Bazaar.
There it immediately came to a sedate pause, and began a
careful study of a large poster displayed in front of the
counter, setting forth, in attractive Salvation Army blood-
red letters, the tempting bill of fare presented in the current
number of the Review of Reviews. The learned pig had just
reached the line, “ Mr. Gladstone’'s Defence of the Gaderene
Swine Miracle,” when it was recaptured by its pursuers.
Some say they distinctly heard it ask the young lady, who,
meantime, had remained courageously, but discreetly,
behind the counter, for a copy of the Review of Reviews ;
but others, again, say as positively that it cried for
“Help!” Be that as it may, the ruthless captors of the
learned pig hurried it away to a place in which it is to
be feared no regard will be paid to its feelings.— Edinburgh
Evening Dispatch.

REVIEWS-

The OIld Testament TJnhistoric and Unscientific. By
Julian. Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street.
What the Old Testament says about Itself. By Julian. Ibid.

— These penny pamphlets aro well calculated to serve the
purpose for which they are issued. *“ Julian” is quite at
home in his subject, and has many able points. Yet in one
instance at least he allows his headline to exceed his text.
After reading “ Religion the Invention of Priests,” one expects
something more than the statement that every religious
mystery has its hierarchy, whose work it is to uphold its

mythology. Everybody knows priests support the religion
which supports them. It is another thing to prove they
invented it.

Finger-Posts to Truth. Being Independent Thoughts of
Independent Thinkers. London: Watts and Co., 1< John-
son’s-court, Fleet-street. Price Gd.— The compiler of these
extracts from Freethought writors would have enhanced his
service if, asis the case in our own “ Freethought Gleanings,”
ho gave the exact reference to each authority. Should anyone
challenge the extract ascribed to Confucius on p. 45, we fear
there would be some difficulty in supplying the proof. On
the next page, “ Ignorance is the great mother of assurance
and undoubting confidence” is assigned to “ Lee,” with no
indication what Lee is intended. It does not look well
cither to see the name of Maudsley, from whom there are
several extracts, misspelt. The little book is, however, not
undeserving its title, and may serve both to suggest and
stimulate thought.

The Progressive Thinker of Chicago, in its issue of Feb. 28,
reprints two leading articles from our columns.
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IS IT POSSIBLE TO BE HAPPY?

Bt Hugh 0. Pentecost.

(From the * Twentieth Century.”)

[continued.]

A friend of mine, a few weeks ago, was offered a position
at fifty dollars a week, but he would have been required to
go to his place of business at seven o’clock in the morning
and live in a city which he does not like. He refused to
take the position. He told me that the thought of binding
himself down to certain hours, and of living where he does
not wish to live, is unbearable to him.

All the world will call him foolish.
poverty, people will say it serves him right. But he is not
foolish. He is wise. The nature of his business is such
that he can make a living without submitting to such
drudgery, and freedom is worth more to him than fifty
dollars a week. He knows that the moment he puts on a
harness to which he is not accustomed his unhappiness will
be deepened.

Your scissors grinder, your umbrella mender, your odd
jobs man is the wise among laborers. He does not make
much money, but to some extent he is his own master, and
that is worth a great deal.

How many wives are there who hardly dare look at
another man besides their husbands! How many husbands
are there who hardly dare to speak to a woman besides
their wives 1 Is it any wonder that so many marriages are
failures when husbands and wives so rob each other of
their freedom ?  Whenever marriage involves slavery it
must be a failure. As a rule, marriage changes people. |
have seen bright, cheerful, hopeful young people marry,
and in a short time | have seen the lustre leave the eye, the
color fade from the cheek, the elasticity go out of the step,
and | have known that joy was dead, and that love would
die, for the reason that one or the other or both did not
understand that unless there is perfect freedom there cannot
be perfect happiness. When marriage becomes a yoke, a
harness, a slavery, the parties to it must be miserable.

When a man marries a woman with the feeling that she
now belongs to him, as if she were a house, or horse, or
cow ; with the feeling that she is his property, and that for
another man to talk with her or enjoy her society is to
trespass on his property, he has a conception of marriage
that does not involve complete freedom for his wife, and it
is perfectly certain that she will be unhappy, and that he
also will. The only doubt about his wife’'s being unhappy
will lie in that marked characteristic of some women whose
happiness is enhanced by the fact that their husbands are
jealous of them, and by that other fact that women, as a
sex, have been slaves so long, that, though slavery is a
synonym for misery, they rather enjoy it, and have no
.especial wish for freedom.

Some slaves in the South would not take their freedom
when it was offered them. Freedom would have increased
their happiness, but they were too far gone in slavery to
understand that. Some women are like those sodden slaves.

There is a movement abroad for the emancipation of
women. It is intended to give them legal freedom from
their husbands; to lift them to the dignity of separate
entities among sentient beings; to give them control of
their own persons. It is a great, a glorious movement.
Who is hindering it most ? Women ; wives. As a rule,
women wish to be objects of romantic love from a man who
will domineer over them. If aman will prove his devotion
to a woman by small knightly attentions, especially before
others, in most cases she will gladly be his slave in all
important respects. The slavery of women to men is one
main condition of their unhappiness, but, as a rule, they do
not know it, and they cling to their slavery, fighting against
those who would set them free if they could. But no one
can set another free. Each must set himself free.

When a worn: j' marries a man with the idea that he is
hers by some sort of arbitrary right as against all the
world, and that his association with his former men friends,
or his slightest attention to any other woman than herself,
is an infringement of her monopoly rights in him, her con-
ception of marriage is such that her husband’'s complete
freedom is not involved in it, and it is perfectly certain that
he will be miserable, and that because he is she will be.
Where there is a master or a mistress and a slave, both
will be unhappy.

A woman is a separate entity.

If he comes to

She cannot be merged
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in another entity, and an attempt to sink her personality
in that of another, were he forty times her husband, will
result in unhappiness.

A man is a separate entity. He cannot be arbitrarily
attached to another being, were she married to him by the
decree of a God, and the attempt to arbitrarily cut him oa
from the rest of the world and fasten him to her, by other
than the ligaments of inclination, will result in misery for
them both.

If two beings are content to walk together as one,
cutting themselves off from all the world besides, that is
good, that is an act of freedom. And there are many who
are walking thus; many who find their highest happiness
together. | have been speaking of where there is no suet
walking together of the two; of where the attempt is made
by either to bind the other arbitrarily.

This marriage question is so delicate that hardly one dares
speak on it at all. To do so is like going into a powder
mill with a live coal in one’s hand. Many husbands dare
not discuss the marriage question even privately for fear
their wives will hear of what they have said. And manl
wives are silent for a similar reason. Public speakers ana
writers are dumb on this subject, for fear some will say,
“ Aha! He is unhappily married.” | have no fear of any
one saying that of me who knows the truth. What other®
say is of no consequence. And then, too, when the subject
is broached from a platform one knows that husbands an“
wives are sitting before him who are trembling for fear ®
will say something that is true. Nevertheless, along wit®
all the happiness among married people, and there is verf
much, there is so much wretchedness, the conditions c*
which the sufferers themselves do not understand, that it'm
necessary to say that in marriage, as in the nation,_
in the workshop, there must be freedom or there will b
misery.

This is a thing that it is difficult to make even very ID
telligent persons understand, and that is why millions ar_
miserable ; they are miserable because they do not under
stand it. They must learn to understand it or continb
to be wretched. The man says to the woman, or 1®
woman to the man, “ Do you love me ? Then you
or you must not do thus’ and so.” But “ love” ~
“ must” are two words which canuot go together. Do y°#
love me? Then you may do whatever you like. If 7°
love me, you are free to speak or be silent, to come and S
and to do as you please. If you love me, freedom will n
hurt your love. If you do not love me, you are egna'
free to speak or be silent, to do what you please, and 8"
where you like, and the sooner you go the better. ,

How few people understand all that, especially amaB
those who are married.

(To he concluded.)

AS HE WAS AND AS HE IS. iJ

An Oregon reader asks us to answer the folio"'15
questions: o<
1 Is there any proof that men lived to the age ot v.

hundred years, as recorded in the Bible ? If not, what
the age of men living anterior to the Christian era, accor®

to history ? <
2. Were men in those days bigger and stronger thgn N
are now ? | have read somewhere that the armor of crusa

is too small for the soldiers of this day.

We know of no authority outside of the Bible,
Haggard’'s novel “ She,” and other works of fiction,
believing that human longevity is on the decline,
the psalmist apparently never heard of the long liveso >
ancestors, for he wrote : n

“ The days of our years are three-score years and ten
if by reason of strength they be four-score years, yet
strength labor and sorrow.” m

David did not remark that the days of our years
nine hundred and sixty-nine years. He was arguing yf
more years the more sorrow, and if he could have he}a
the possibility of a thousand years of trouble it would
just suited his frame of mind to do so. What induce J«
early Bible writers to lie so about the age of the Pat'1(j!D
is not readily understood in our time, when a certain
for truth is professed. The commentators call it” °r
exaggeration,” but it is now known by a shorter na
Freethought.

u(

The widow’s might.— Her beauty.
Who is going to pay us for the forty days Lent in 1
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must ranch us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card."]
LONDON.

Ball's Pond Seeular Ha>i, 38 Newington Green Road, N.:
social evening far members and friends.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 3
Members' quarterly meeting, election of officers (subscriptions
now due); 5.30, tea and soiree (tickets 6d., soiree only 3d.). Mon-
day, at 8, social gatherin'?. Thursday, at 8, dramatic class.

J(@liberwell—61 New Church Road, S.E.: 7.30, Mr. A. B. Moss,

Jesus Legend Up to Date.”

,«all of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C.:
Christianity and Social Progress.”
Milton Hall, KeAtish Town Road, N.W.: Good Friday, at 8,

Plain dress ball. Sunday, at 7.30, ballad concert, band, etc.

West Ham — Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow: Good

fiday, at 8, concert and dance (tickets 3d. each). Sunday, at 7,
oy Cave-Hill,. “ Christian Morality.” Thursday’, at 8, open

Westminster—Liberal and Radical Club, Chapter Street: 7,
' Calvert, “ John Howard and Prison Reform.”

Woolwich—* Sussex Arms,” Assembly Room, 60 Plumstead
#bad (entrance, Maxey Road): 7.30, Mr. J. Fagan, “ What is Sin ?”
OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

Battersea Park Gates: 11. 15 Mr. A. T. Dipper, “ Is Secularism
Decaying?”
, ? ainrmersmitli Bridge (Middlesex side): 3.30, Mr. W. J. Ramsey,
strong Salmon.”
.-Hyde Park, near Marble Arch : 11.30, Mr. W. J. Ramsey,
Now the birth of Jesus was on this wise.”
* j~°ttenham—Corner of West Green Road: 3.30, Mr. J. Rowney,
' ‘e Resurrection.”
Wood Green—Jolly Butcher’s Hill: 11.30, Mr. J. Rowney, “ The
on”

~

7, Mr. G. W. Foote,

COUNTRY.
Crethgm— - olld George Inn,” Globe Lane:
5, sir Walter Scott as a Poet.”
MPae ow—Albion Hall, College Street:
j j '1, Robertson,
| =Gilmour, *

6.30, Mr. H. C

12 noon, debating class,
Selections from Popular Authors; 6.30,
* The Scientific Theory of Ghosts.”

a m<Unemdwik9 — At Mr. John Rothera’s, Bottoms:
nmeetlng

“ Clr??8—Gladstone Hall,

2.30,

New Wortley: Mr. C. J. Hunt, 11,

6.30 Man, or Myth ?”; 3, “ God : Where and What ?”
" » A special members’ meeting at 5.30.

Qrﬂaéﬂ Hall, Camden Street: 3, discussion class,

Wiv\pjwles “Jesus”; 7, Mr. Harry Smith, “ The Hidden

Rj'l'incucatei- N. S. S., Secular Hall, Rusholme Road, Oxford
ail, All Saints’: 3, annual meetlng of members; 630 social

tin dB? recitals by Mr. Thomas Griffiths. Easter Monday, 8.30,
xt’ hall (ladies Is., gentses. 6d.).

ler*Hingham — Secular Hall, Beck Street 7, Mr.. A. Lord will

7 A'Usmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea:
1j, r-Hore, “ The Crucifixion and its Lessons.”

“ Wiadhg—Forester's Hall, West Street: 7, Mr. Toleman Garner,

Christians Celebrate the Crucifixion ?”

Ju,, “h~ld—Hall of Science, Rockingham Street: Mr. E. Stanley
Snen “ tHereaGod ?”; 7, “ The Soul Ideaaud Immortality.”

,heeH«n™ni00r — Victoria Hall, Dundas Street: 10.30, general
South sh-if* J' rh|II|Ps>a read (\;/

7, imnort  le” s—Capt. Duncan’s Na igation School, King Street :

1 tani business meeting.

kaTm LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.
—March*)?’ Hoss, 44 Credon Road, Rotlierhithe, London, S.E.
ing, vy >Camberwell. April 5,morning, Westminster; evun-
Science °Vr'oll: 12, morning, Battersea; 26, evening, Hall of
Green <" 3, morning, Clerkenwell; 10, morning, Bethnal
24, morn’ eril?on’ Victoria Park; 17, morning, Westminster;
Rattersfian”'F ini’ 3lan<t = afternoon, Victoria Park ; 31, morning,
Park; u  June 7>morning, Clerkenw.aH; afternoon, Victoria

—~— *In°lping, Woolwich.

Marc? 0?;xZ 48 Fordin*iey Road, St. Peter's Park, London, W.—
Middlesh Heeds. April 1, North Shields; 2, South Shields; 3,

tuoor. o Bedlington; 5, Blyth; 6, Wellington; 7, Spenny-
k-Street. , Auckland; 9, Ox Hill; 10, Newcastle ; 11, Chester-
Ryde p’ , ' Bpennymoor; 19, morning, Mile End; 26, morning,

arlc: afternoon, Finsbury Park; evening, Woolwich.

tttOminU™. 11 17 Kingsland Green; afternoon, Regent’s Park; 10,

eVenlngg) Im”~co’ evening, Kilburn; 17, morning, CLerkenwell,
&dith attersea; 24, morning, Hyde Park; evening, Hammer-
"7 —L_r morning Camberwell evening, Lambetli.

March nnlii ? iRNEK> 8 Heyworth Road, Stratford, London, E.—
Reading,

—March®! 8 Breck Place, Hreck Road, EvertonRoad, Liverpool.
~  vT~~~"Rivevpool- April 12, Liverpool.

®hefljev?v j°xas, 3 Leta Street, City Road, Liverpool.—March 29,
Liverpool. APUL 19 Liverp°ol May 10>Manchester. Sept. 6,

) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the ;

(2) (36t ndow-

arft°lr nowBakent to take afew copies of the Freethinker

u try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies
(3) TaF at remain unsold.

acBtaintan copy ~°r mor6)>an<*circulato it among yonr
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CENTENARY EDITION

THE RIGHTS OF MAN

By THOMAS PAINE.

With aPolitical Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, 2s.

PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.'S LIST.

G. W. FOOTE.

s. d.
PRISONER FOR BLASPHEMY. Cloth ........ 2 6
A Full History of his Three Trials and Twelve
Months’ Imprisonment. Copies in paper covers,
soiled, 6d.

IS SOCIALISM SOUND ? .ot 10
Four Nights' Public Debate with Annie Besant.
Superior edition, incloth ... 0
CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM ... X 0
Four Nights' Public Debate with the Rev. Dr. James

McCann. In paper covers.
Superior edition incloth ... . 1 6
INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS . e 8
Second edition, enlarged.
Superior edition, incloth ... 13
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH ... 0 4

Three Hours’' Address to the Jury before Lord Cole- ,
Gdge. With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.

LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST
PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM..
THE BIBLE GOD
THE FOLLY OF PRAYER
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED ..,

An Op n Letter to the Bishop of Peterborough on
the Sermon on the Mount.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. ..o, 0 2
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone.
THE SHADOW OF THE SW ORD .ccocoviiiiiiics 0 2
A moral and statistical Essay on War.
ROYAL PAUPERS ..o e
Showing what Royalty does for the People, and what
the People do for Royalty.
MRS. BESANT’'S THEOSOPHY i 0 2
A Candid Criticism.
THEOSOPHY AND SECULARISM ..o, 0 2
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant.
THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO ... w 0 2
An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
WHAT WAS CHRIST 2. 0 2
A Reply to J. S. Mill.

THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story . 0 1
WAS JESUS INSANE?. e 0 L
A searching inquiry into the mental condition of the

Prophet of Nazareth.
G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.
BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS
AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS 1 4
Superior edition, incloth ... 2 0
Sold also in separate parts as follows—
Bible Contradictions ... 0 4

The Contradictions are printed in parallel columns.
2. Bible Absurdities. ..., 0 4
All the chief Absurdities from Genesisto Revelation,
convenient!" and strikingly arranged, with appropriate
headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
sentence.
3. Bible Atrocities

Containing all the godly wickedness from Genesis to
Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for
easy reference.
4. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophemes .. 0 4

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.
CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Vol. I.Cloth ... 2 6
Hundred of exact References w Standard Authorities.
No pains spared to make it a complete, trustworthy,
final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL.
MISTAKES OF MOSES j O
Superior edition, in cloth 1 g

Only Complete Edition published in England

DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT _ ... ft 6
Five Hours' Speech at the Trial of C. B. Reynolds
for Blasphemy.
REPLY TO GLADSTONE ... _ . 0 4

With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. ~
ROME OR REASON ? Reply to CardinalManning o 4
FAITH AND FACT, Reply toRev. Dr. Field 0 2
GOD AND MAN. Second Reply to Dr. Field......... 0 2
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REGISTERED UNDER THE COMPANIES ACTS, 1862 to 1890.

THE LIVERPOOL HALL OF SCIENCE COMPANY, LIMITED.

Capital £2,000,

in 2,000 Shares of £1 each.

The Directors invite applications for Shares in this Company, but reserve the right to decline to allot where the interests of

the Company require such refusal.

Prospectuses and Forms of Application to be had from

MR. H. SMITH, Secretary (pro tem.), at the Temporary Office, 3 Breck Place, Breck Road,

Liverpool.

Wreathe the Living Brows,

AN ORATION™ON WALT 'WHITMAN

PRICE THREEPENCE.

GOL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

PRICE THREEPENCE.

LOVE THE REDEEMER.

With reference to Count Tolstoi’s “ Kreutzer Sonata,” and his views on Christianity, Love,

By Col.

the Family, and Civilisation.
Robert G.

Ingersoll.

{From the “ North American Review," September, 1890.)

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street,

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For farther Particulars send stamped directed
envelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.L
By Dr. T. E. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London,W
Ofthe Author, for Postal Orderfor 1« 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy;
Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing:
Light; Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure of
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema« Black*
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness ; Goughs ana Colde;
Ohest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Wormsj Long
Worrils ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, Ac.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. vor. n.
Ofthe Author, for Postal Orderfor li. 2d.
Containing Articles on: The Healing Power of

Nature*; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent
Health ; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea
Delusion; Balt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness ; Want of Energy, Ac.; Health Hints for Workers,
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Di-
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, Ac.

MEDICAL ES3AY8- v(.m
Postfree from the Authorfo r postal order lor Is. 2d
It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air,
and How to Get It; The Management of Young
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effect« of Fast
ing; Perfect Foods; Green Foods, Suppers; Un-
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration;
Sea Bathing, &c. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat
to Judge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe
Properly; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; I Live: to
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and
Curaof the foliowing Diseases: Stomach Troubles,
Flatulence, Bleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens, Hay
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis-
eases Produced by taring Mercury.
No Louse is Complete without these Works.
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which
Volume you require.
Oa, THE Creating
disease.
Everybody likes it who reads it
Of the Author, for Post Lord#r for Is. Id.
RHEUMATISM: ITS ,AUSE AND CURE
* ostfree seven stamps.
PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN;
Postfree 13 stomps.

TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 835 Strand (oppo-
S eite*Somereet House). —TEKTHou VULCANITE,
2s. 6d. eacn, upper or lower set, £1. Beat quality, 4s.
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hours
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
U you pay more than the above they are fancy
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7a. to. each; on 18c.
fold 16s.; stopping, 2e. W» extraction, la. painless

PRICE TWOPENCE.

J W. GOTT,

36 VILLIERS STREET, BRADFORD,
YORKS.

SW. J. G. has a large and well-selected stock
of New Spring Goods in

Worsted Coatings, Serges,
Fancy Trouserings,
Scotch and Irish Tweeds,

And will be glad to forward Patterns (post
free) to any address upon application.
Any length cut. Terms, Cash with order.
Money returned for all goods not
approved.

“ FREETHINKER” FOR SALE!

SET COMPLETE,
188J to 1885 (inclusive) bound, rest up
to date, unbound, £2.
Also several Pamphlets, etc., by “ Iconoclast”
and Austin Holyoake, with one copy of
Reasoner for 1860. Ss. 6d. post free.

COLONNA DRENON, 111 GAISFOBD STREET
LONDON, N.W.

THE ESSENCE [
OF RELIGION

GOD THE IMAGE OF MAN
MAN'S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE
THE LAST AND ONLY SOURCE OF

RELIGION.

By LUDWIG FEUERBACH.

“ No one has demonstrated and explained
che purely human origin of the idea of God
better than Ludwig Feuerbach.”—Buchner.

“1 confess that to Feuerbach | owe a
iebt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling
about in uncertainty for the ground, and
finding everywhere shifting sands, Feuer.
bach cast a sudden blase in the darkness
ind disclosed to me the way.”—Rev. 8.
Baring.Oould.

MR. FOOTE'S PORTRAIT

By AMET.

Cabinet Size. One Shilling;.
Post free, ca-efully packed, Is. Id.

THE

IMPERIAL SIZE. VERY FINE.

three shillings.
Pottfree, Ss.2d.

London, E.C.

SIR. BRADLAUGH'S GRAVE

Covered with Flowers.
Excellent PHOTOGRAPHS of. the abowve: j
taken the day after the Funeral,

by 6£, mounted on 14~ by 11, Oxford line cre®
mounts. 2s. each, post free 2s. 3d.

S. SMUIN, 7 Parkfields, Putney,

or N
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.c* *
|

TO MARRIED PEOPLE. |
AN Illustratod List of Malthusian Specialities w j
be forwarded per return of post on receipt O
one penny stamp. Davies, Chemist, 101 Park haD'
Leeds. .

W. J. RendelTs
“WIFE'S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” p. 32,
“ Wife's Handbook,” p. 51.

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 Cfc*4

well Street, Clerkenw 11,

2s. doz..'post free (reductlon in larger quantltle8
For particulars send stamped envelope. Higgli*8®
Syringe, with vertical and reverse current, 3s.
4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey's Powder, 13*t,
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Malthas*
Appliances. All prices post free. * Law of PoPJh
tion” and “ Wife's Handbook,” 7Jd. each, post ir jj
—W. J. llendell (3. Pullen, successor) 15 Chad*
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C. -
THE STRIKE OF A SEX; or, Woman on SK~{

Against the Male Sex for Better Condi
Life (a Novel) should be read by every adult.
most advanced book ever published. Sent rost.Ms.
on receipt of eight penny stamp« by W. H. Reyo®
Publisher, New Cross, London, S.E.

POPULATION LIMITATION.—Practical
A tions. Allbutt, Besant, Owen, Knowlton
each; lists 1d.; al postfree. Fisher, Koburg”f®

A YOUNG LADY wants a Situation in »

thinker's family, as Governess; certm0"?,
teacher; thorough English, French. German, ffat-
and Drawing. Apply by letter to M. R., care oi
Ward, 1 Green Lanes, London, N.

IS SOCIALISM SOUND?

Verbatim. Report of Four Night»'
between

ANNIE BESANT
AND
G wW. FOOTE. ,,
PRICE ONE SHILLING- i
Superior Edition, in Cloth, TwoS hitty

The Impossible Creed*

An Open Letter to the
BISHOP OP PE IEKBOROUH.
By O. W. FOOTE. __—nr»
Price Twopence. Price T«°p

Printed and Published by G. W. Foot® 3
20 Sfennecntter-sfereet, London. F



