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( Continued.)
Beadlaugh ’s legal exploits, if properly recorded, 

^°uld fin a good-sized volume. When his life is 
a0quately written, as it will be some day, this depart­

ment will have to be entrusted to a skilled lawyer. 
0 other person could do anything like justice to a 
°st important part of the career of one whom the 

^ories used to call “  that litigious man,” when they 
,re ^rying to ruin him in the law courts and he was 
y defending himself against their base attacks. 

r>l ff °Se Rad on]y known Mr. Bradlaugh as a 
hi ° 1iQl orat°r had some difficulty in recognising 

they first met him in one of our “  halls of
He was 
attitude

Justice.
Polite His whole manner was changed.
i —■ insinuating, and deferential. His 

yards the judges was admirably calculated to con 
date their favor. I do not mean that he calculated. 

f]e had quite a superstitious veneration for judges. 
J1 ^as perfectly sincere and it never wavered. He 

°nld not hear a word against them. When he 
u 6aded before them his personal sentiments ran in a 

do with his best interests. Judges are above most 
jj.d'Ptations, but their vanity is often sensitive, and 

d-Bfadlaugh’s manner was intensely flattering.
Wn n* flo w e d  the legal profession, Mr. Bradlaugh 
trgU ** âve easily mounted to the top and earned a 
Clê 0ll(l 0ns income. I have heard some of the 
to ^ res  ̂c°unsel of our time, but I never heard one 
agilit CO’2Par0d with him in grasp, subtlety and 
c°nsurn donfo examine and cross-examine with 
had th ,Diate dexterity. In arguing points of law he 
sleuq, ? fonacity of a bull-dog and the keenness of a 
Pletlin. ° UncR He always fortified himself with a 
groaned ^  "  cases.”  The tablo in front of him 
Was « pi WRR a weight of law. Here as elsewhere he 
reniarl- ^orough.”  An eminent jurisprudist once 
after r>e “  there is little gleaning to bo done

4s ^
^Rcth ?  eader before juries, however, I doubt 
Re wa^t l̂6 Would have achieved a great success, 
hut hQS ^°° dmch of a born orator. He began well, 
and so Si°011 forgot the limited audience of twelve, 
Rduior'- 6-^° a wMer circle. This is not the way to 
aUce, Jnries. They like to feel their own import- 
Wea^ R® succeeds best who plays upon thoir 
talkiu S®* “ Remember,”  their looks say, “  you are 
^6dtallv . °  us ’  the otRer gentlemen listen acci- 

My /  ’  We make you or damn you.”  
c°urts j13,*' rec°Hection of Mr. Bradlaugh in the law 
ar© the 3 Wonty-two years old. How many survivors
a°Urt a t°w f tJl? fiaends who filled that dingy old 
heuefi Westminster where ho argued before a full 
**0t &iv- Judges in 1869? He was prosecuted for 
nPP®aran5 R etie s  in the sum of £400 against the_______ JU Duu4 «  “ £ “ luBy
^earance of blasphemy or sedition in his paper, 
k 0 âw was resuscitated in his single ca 
stm' Re fought, as he said he would, to

' The Gladstone Government was glad i P
^  i 0 4 j

case to crush 
the bitter

the obsolete enactments, the Crown entered a stet 
processus, and Mr. Bradlaugh was left with the laurels 
— and his costs.

I obtained an hour or two’s leave from my employ­
ment, and heard a portion of Mr. Bradlaugh’s argu­
ment. It gave me a new conception of his powers. 
That is the only impression I  retain. The details 
have dropped out of my memory, but there remains 
as fresh as ever the masterful figure of Charles Brad­
laugh.

The best view I ever had of Mr. Bradlaugh in 
litigation was in the old Court of Queen’s Bench on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 19 and 20, 1881, 
when he cross-examined poor Mr. Newdegate. For 
a good deal of the time I sat beside him, and could 
watch him closely as well as the case. By raising 
the point whether the writ against him for penalties 
had been issued before or after he gave his vote in 
the House, he was able to put all the parties to the 
prosecution into the witness-box and make them give 
an account of themselves. Mr. Newdegate was one 
of the victims, and the poor man made confessions 
that furnished Mr. Bradlaugh with ground for a 
successful action against him under the law of Main­
tenance.

Mr. Newdegate was a hard-mouthed witness, but 
he was saddled, bridled, and ridden to the winning- 
post. His lip3 opened laterally, making his mouth 
like the slit of a pillar-box. Getting evidence from 
him was like extracting a rotten cork from the neck 
of a bottle, but it all came out bit by bit, and the 
poor man must have left the witness-box feeing that 
he had delivered himself into the hands of that 
uncircumcised Philistine. His cross-examination 
lasted three hours. It was like flaying alive. Once 
or twice I felt qualms of pity for the old man, he was 
such an abject figure in the hands of that terrible 
antagonist. Every card he held had to be displayed. 
Finally he had to produce the bond of indemnity he 
had given the common informer Clarke against all 
the expenses he might incur in the suit. When this 
came out Mr. Bradlaugh bent down to me and said, 
“  I have him.”  And he did have him. Despite the 
common notion that the old law of Maintenance was 
obsolete, Mr. Bradlaugh pursued him under it trium­
phantly, and instead of ruining “  Bradlaugh,”  poor 
Newdegate was nearly ruined himself.

What a contrast to Mr. Newdegate was Mr. Brad­
laugh ! He was the very picture of suppressed fire, 
of rampant energies held in leash ; the nerves of the 
face playing like the ripple on water, the whole frame 
quivering, and the eyes ablaze. It was wonderful 
how he managed to keep his intellect alert and his 
judgment steady. Six hours of such work as he had 
in court that day were enough to tax the greatest 
strength. Before it was over I saw bodeful blood- 
rims under his eyes. It did not surprise me, on 
meeting him at the Cobden Workmen’s Club the next 
evening, to learn that he had been frightfully ill. 
“  Air. Bradlaugh,” I wrote at the time, “  is a wonder­
fully strong man, but the Tories and the bigots are 
doing their best to kill him, and if this sort of thing
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is to continue very much longer they may succeed/* 
Alas, they did succeed. That terrible struggle killed 
him. No man ever fived who could have passed 
through it unbroken.

Mr. Bradlaugh was clearly right on the point 
raised  ̂ but the jury went against him, apparently out 
of sheer prejudice. When he went out into W est­
minster Hall he was loudly cheered by a crowd of 
sympathisers, who, as the Times sneered, “  applauded 
as lustily as though their champion had won.”  Pre­
cisely so. Their applause would have greeted him in 
the worst defeat. He was not a champion on whom 
they had “  put their money.” He represented their 
principles, and the Times forgot, if it ever knew, that 
men are devoted to leaders in proportion to the depth 
of the interests they espouse. Conviction “  bears it 
out even to the edge of doom.**

Now let me mention something that shows Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s tact and consideration. My work on the 
Freethinker brought me no wages. I had just read 
the proof of an article for Mr. Bradlaugh’s paper. 
While we were waiting for the jury*s verdict he 
referred to the article, and guessing my need he said 
“  Shall I give you the guinea now ?’* My answer 
was an expressive shrug and a motion of the eye­
brows. Taking the two coins out of his pocket, he 
wrapt them in a piece of paper under the table, and 
presently slipped the packet into my hand. The 
whole proceeding touches me deeply as I recall it. 
He might well have thought only of himself in that 
time of suspense; but he thought of me too, and the 
precautions he took against being seen to pay me 
money were expressive of his inbred delicacy. 
Reader, do not say the incident is trivial. These 
little things reveal the man.

(To be continued.')

N E W  TESTAMENT MANUSCRIPTS,

( Concluded from  page 122.)
T he Alexandrine MS., in the British Museum Library, 
is almost certainly of later— possibly much later—  
date than either the Vatican or Sinaitic. It is known 
as A , and was the first employed in the criticism of 
the New Testament text. It was presented to 
Charles I. in 1G28 by Cyril Lucar, then patriarch of 
Constantinople, and previously of Alexandria Egypt. 
An Arabic inscription says it was written by the 
hands of Thecla, the mythical martyr and companion of 
Paul. This is a barefaced legend, since the MSS. 
proves its late date by containing the Eusebian 
Canons. A  recent Latin note on the first of the fly­
leaves declares it was given to the patriarchal cham­
ber in the year of the martyrs, 814 [a.d. 1098]. It 
contains, in addition to the canonical books, the first 
epistle of Clement and a fragment of the second 
epistle. This in itself is sufficient for the manuscript 
to be challenged by the Rev. J. M. Cotterill, who 
considers the epistle ascribed to Clement a late 
forgery. It is generally assigned to the middle of 
the fifth century. Something is missing up to Matt, 
xxv., 6, and from John ii., 50 to 52.

In addition to these manuscripts must be mentioned 
the MS. at Cambridge, known as D and the Codex 
Bezae, from its having been presented by Beza in 
1581. Bishop Marsh thought that of all the ’MSS. 
it was perhaps the most ancient. This view seems 
confirmed by iA  varying from the received Greek 
text in a greater degree. So much so that if the 
Cambridge Univorsity authorities would, in the 
interest of critical knowledge, publish a literal trans­
lation of their famous treasure, readers would be 
somewhat astonished at this new New Testament. 
This variation has been accounted for by some by 
supposing it to havo been transcribed by some one 
ignorant of Greek. It gives only the Gospels and 
the Acts, together with a Latin version. The manu­

script, says Dr.. Scrivener, its editor, “ has been 
corrected, first by the original pgjy^an with a light 
strike made by a pen nearly empty,; a^ter him by not 
less than eight or nine different revisers, some nearly 
coeval with the Codqx itself, others pot ruapy cen­
turies old. Tho changes they have made, especially 
when they employed a knife to scrape away the 
primitive reading, render too many places almost 
illegible.** One instance at least of deliberate fraud 
appears in the Beza manuscript. In St. Luke tho 
same names are given in the genealogy of Christ as 
in Matthew, only in inverted order. This shows 
clearly a wilful attempt to destroy the evidence of 
contradictions between the first and third gospels. _ 

Next in order of importance is the Codex Ephraemi, 
known as C, in the Bibliotheque Nationale at Paris- 
It is a palimpest— that is, this most ancient copy 
the Word of God was esteemed so valuable that 
vellum was written over with the works of St- 
Ephraem Syrus. “  Three correctors,** says Scrivener, 
“  at least have been busily at work on Cod. C, greatly 
to the perplexity of the critical collator; they ar® 
respectively indicated by Tischendorf asCx, Cxx, Cx55' 
Tischendorf assigns it to the fifth century.”

These five codices are the only ones meriting 
mention, and, as we have seen, not one of them can 
possibly be assigned to earlier than the fourth century 
How little trustworthy this makes them may b® 
guessed when we know that the Christian father9, 
Irenceus, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen, no DsS 
than Celsus, the opponent of Christianity, had befo*6 
this complained of the corruptions inserted in tb9 
Scriptures for sinister ends.

Dean Burgon, in his Revision Revised, gives a# 
instance showing the little reliance to be placed f  
so-called early versions. St. Clement of Alexandra 
a .d. 182, gives 15 verses of St. Mark (x., 17— 31) ?s 
found in his time. “ There are but 297* words 
these fifteen verses, according to the traditional te*’ 
of which, in the copy which belonged to C le»ei. 
Alexandi’inus, thirty-nine prove to have been 1® 
out; eleven words are added; twenty-two substituted’ 
twenty-seven transposed; thirteen varied ; and 
phrase has been altered at least eight times.” f  
Scrivener, in his Introduction to Textual Critici^  
p. 343, says: “  It is no less true to fact than paIT 
doxical in sound that the worst corruptions to wbicj 
the New Testament has ever been subjected originate 
within one hundred years after it was composed 
the real meaning of which is that the boasted integrI' 
of the Scriptures is a fiction. £}

It is sometimes said that, after all, tho differeu9̂  
between the various versions of the New Testate0., 
are only trivial. As if anything in the diving 
inspired Word of God could be trifling. The sD  ̂
ment is not true. The omission of reference 
Christ’s ascension, and of the only passage cle®, . 
referring to a trinity, are no trifles. The substitfll® 
of Theos for os in 1 Tim. iii., 16, may, for inst»0^ 
be called a trifle ; but it is a trifle proving hoW^f,

poses. It is noteworthy that the Church whicn 
preserved Joseph’s coat, and more than one copy ot y  
handkerchief with which St. Veronica did not ‘'Uj, 
Christ’s face, has no original of tho gospels to V  
it can appeal as decisive. p,

The number of variations are not trifling- jjj 
Scrivener, one of the most conservative of criti 
his Plain Introduction to the Criticism o f the y* 
Testament, p. 3, 1883, says: “ The more nuieeI'y  
and venerable the documents within our reach, f 
more extensive is the viow wo obtain of the varia ¡1 
(or various readings, as they are called) that PUyS 
in manuscripts. If the number, of these v.arl 
was rightly computed at thirty thousand 
time, a century and a half ago, they must at p1 fit  
amount to at least fourfold that quantity- 
question arises, when manuscripts, even the
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and most respectable, differ, who is to decide ? The 
Catholics have a ready answer in the voice of the 
Church, which decides that the most flagrant forgery 

that concerning the Trinity in 1 John v., 7— is part 
of the Word of God. Protestants have made many 
attempts to gain assurance as to what actually was 
the Word of God. I have even heard one learned 
plerical declare that the greater the diversity of read­
ings the greater the chance of getting the right one. 
^at the candid are forced to own, with Dr. Hort, 

We are obliged to come to the individual mind at 
last.” There is not only no certainty as to what the 
Word of God means, but also no absolute means of 
deciding as to even what it actually says.

J. M. W heeler .

A “ CULTURED”  V IE W  OF CHARLES 
BRADLAUGH.

. ° ^ H  P lace I nstitute , Finsbury, is the chief home 
j]1 England of “  Ethical Culture,”  whereof Dr. Stanton 

oit is thg pr0phet. In all essential things the 
Mfference between the Secularist of the Hall of 
. 01ence type and the cultured habitue of South Place 
m Pr0cisely the difference between Tweedledum and 

weedledee. The distinction is simply that the 
orrner is not afraid of Mrs. Grundy, while the latter 
ears her very much indeed.

An announcement that Dr. Stanton Coit would 
1V0r a discourse on Charles Bradlaugh attracted 

g G) many other Freethinkers, to South Place on 
uc}ay the 8th inst. I  was curious to hear what the 

him 1 kid-gloved heresy had to say concerning 
whom we have loved and lost— the dauntless 

the1,1"101" k °re aloft the banner of Freethought in 
a , r° ugh old times when scorn, misrepresentation 

a even personal violence were thepenalties attaching 
the expression of unbelief. Dr. Coit, child of a 

ater generation, has entered into the reward of Mr. 
padlaugh’s labors; how would he speak of the man 
”0 had hewn out the smooth path along which he 

his cultured followers so daintily walk ?
, As I entered the building Dr. Coit was reading 

ser^— a^ er the manner of a “  lesson ” in the Church 
the^b08—-one of the speeches of Mr. Bradlaugh at 
fall bar House of Commons. Those strong,
tone mai1̂  sentences were familiar to my ear ; but the 
fore°i aÛ  ]luality of their reproduction were utterly 
tion a t’he speech was read with the calm delibera­
tion . ^ careful emphasis of a professor of elocu- 
1-t Was U .the performance was false, tame, lifeless. 
Danton^g ^  ^°hespierre were declaiming a speech of

Charles11 Ti^me we êarne<  ̂ the ethical culture view of 
Were in ?7Pa(̂ augh. Dr. Coit’s opening sentences 
belong •] e nature of vague panegyric. Bradlaugh 
biogra. r  to that class of heroes who require 
thefrn"  ers as Sreat as themselves to perpetuate 
^ °ald T 168 an<̂  characters. Without Plato, Socrates 
®reater tb6 ^een ôst to the world. Many men were 
Charles ^eir recorded words or works. In
magUig Eradlaugh we were face to face with a 
fact that6 S0Û  ’ an<̂  thore was deep pathos in the 
of hig n n°thing to testify to the scope
PEncipi UrEose an^ the sobriety and dignity of his 
W s  of v.̂ ' ^Tad ^ 0  lived to the age of seventy the 
aient nf“ 00? “ 1̂  would have furnished some monu-

°f his life’s work; but ho had been broken in
Whatv^J ar*d there had only been given a hint of 
ach - 1Si Magnificent patience and ability might have 
abilit; • had, however, romoved certain dis-
Houso°S r̂oin Freethinkers, and his struggle with the 

The ° i  Commons must be recorded in history, 
of 11 Dr. Coit went on to devolop the shortcomings 
ju(Jg0^ Dradlaugh’s character and intellect when 
Noth; ^ho high standard of ethical culture.
W°uidnS that Mr. Bradlaugh had spoken or written 
sP0ech ilV6; S t in g s  were not literature, his 

0S Wor® not oratory. It was not the matter,

but the form, that was immortal. A  silly thing 
would live, if it was well said. But Bradlaugh’s 
speech was rough and ready; there was no humor, 
no pathos; even the sarcasm was of the tamest and 
driest sort. His writings evinced a ceaseless craving 
for books and authorities; even on subjects that 
should have inspired him he was always sledging 
away— “  facts, facts, facts ”— striking out for “  justice, 
justice, justice”— one monotone from beginning to 
end. In the speech which had been read that 
morning there was no metaphor, no suggestion, no 
simile. He had added no original thought to this 
century; as a thinker he had discovered no new 
relation of ideas. His Biblical criticism was obso­
lete and crude throughout.

Nor was Mr. Bradlaugh the founder of any 
organisation which promised to be lasting. He had 
done a mighty work in bringing together the Secu­
larists of Great Britain and in unifying them. By 
this means he had, during his Parliamentary struggle, 
made arrangements in one night for the holding of 
140 meetings of protest. And yet he had withdrawn 
from this society on account of other duties ! The 
organisation, had it continued to exist, would have 
carried on his work. [From this it would appear 
that Dr. Coit is under the impression that the National 
Secular Society is already dying or dead.]

Wherein, then, lay Mr. Bradlaugh’s greatness ? It 
was in the story of his life and its struggles. When 
that was adequately told— and the work was one 
worthy of George Eliot— the world would say, not 
“  Here is one man fighting against six hundred,”  but 
“  Here is one man with the strength of six hundred.” 
Bradlaugh had a whole nation against him; he was 
in opposition to the very time in which he lived ; and 
yet he came out purified as by fire, and all admitted 
that he had conquered in the fight.

Why had he been so bitterly denounced, so cruelly 
hounded ? Possibly the explanation— apart from the 
coarseness of the world— lay in his lack of imagina­
tion. His mind was logically exact; but it was lack 
of imagination that caused him to describe himself 
as an Atheist. He himself said that he was a follower 
of Spinoza; yet no one called Spinoza an Atheist. 
“  You must choose,”  said Dr. Coit, “  the word which, 
while perfectly honest, helps on your cause the most.”

Now at this point— if I may for the moment sink 
the reporter in the critic— we touch the very pith and 
marrow of the “  ethical culture ”  view of Mr. Brad­
laugh’s life. The thorn that rankles in the ethical 
side compels the bitter cry: “  Why did this great 
and strong man describe himself by the fearsome, 
Grundy-hated word Atheist ? Why did he not take 
heed unto his ways, and, choosing the word which, 
while perfectly honest, would have helped his cause 
the most, call himself an Agnostic, or an Ethical 
Culturist ? 0 !  that pitiable lack of imagination
which drove him to defy the puissant tyrant-mistress 
of us all—-Our Dread Lady of Grundy 1”

Dr. Coit continued his critical analysis of Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s character. In his relations with the 
problem of poverty he showed no pity, mercy or 
gentleness for the poor. He never stopped to speak 
words of sympathy for the destitute— he was always 
rushing to remedies. The limitation of population 
was his chief remedy. It was with a very fine 
expression of mingled pity and scorn that Dr. Coit 
lingered over the phrase “  rushing to remedies.”  It 
indicated so neatly the prosaic, unimaginative 
tendency of Bradlaugh’s mind. Ethical Culture, we 
may infer, would have taught him to rush to the 
rose-water bottle, and to feed the poor with fine 
words, instead of seeking a matter-of-fact remedy.

Mr. Bradlaugh called himself an Individualist, but 
he was not an Individualist in the sense of being an 
opponent of State Socialism as the phrase is now 
understood. He an Individualist ? Why, his pet 
project as a legislator was a law to compel the culti­
vation of waste lands 1 If that was not Socialism he

Jei
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(Dr. Coit) did not know what Socialism was. He 
would rather describe Mr. Bradlaugh as a social 
reformer, who would have applied remedies in har­
mony with Socialist principles.

Thus far I  have endeavored to give an outline of 
the discourse which Dr. Coit delivered oil that Sunday 
morning. It is by no means complete, but it 
accurately indicates the position taken up by him. 
Is that position a fair one— is the view taken a just 
one ? For myself I  answer, No.

I  have devoted so large a measure of space to the 
substance of Dr. Coit’s discourse that it is impossible 
for me to state the .grounds upon which I  dissent 
most strongly from the judgment which he has 
formed. That judgment is valueless, since it is based 
upon very incomplete data. Upon one occasion only 
did Dr. Coit hear Mr. Bradaugh lecture, and it is 
possible that even then he took the precaution to dis­
guise himself. [His knowledge of Mr. Bradlaugh’s 
writings has evidently been acquired hastily for the 
purposes of his discourse. These would be excellent 
reasons for not speaking upon the subject; but they 
furnish no excuse for an ill-considered verdict upon 
the life and character of a man who spent his life and 
energies in the service of the people. It would, of 
course, have been an enormous advantage if Mr. Brad- 
laugh could have had the benefit of Ethical Culture 
guidance and counsel. He might then have learned 
that he was a Socialist, although he knew it not; he 
might have acquired the fine art of expressing silly 
things so well that his writings would have become 
immortal; he might even have become eloquent in 
the South-place sense. These inestimable privileges 
were denied to him, and the judgment of Ethical Cul­
ture is sorrowfully but firmly given against his 
wasted life and mis-spent talents. But the memory 
of Charles Bradlaugh will live in the hearts of thou­
sands when the paltry platitudes of Ethical Culture 
and its professors shall have been forgotten by men.

G eorge S t an d r in g .

CHRIST UP TO DATE.

( Concluded.)
Sik E dwin  A rnold’s method of dishing up Jesus 
Christ is certainly artful. It does credit to his Daily 
Telegraph training. Everybody knows that one of 
the chief difficulties of novelists is to make their 
wonderful heroes act and talk. Sir Edwin does not 
jump this difficulty. He shirks it. He takes up the 
story of Jesus after his death, resurrection, and 
ascension. Three years are allowed to elapse, to give 
the risen Nazareno time to get clean away, and then Sir 
Edwin begins business. After a preliminary section, in 
which the three Magi are brought upon the scene, the 
body of the poem opens with Mary Magdalene, who 
does nearly all the talking to the very end. Indeed 
the poem should have been called after her, for it is 
really “  Mary Magdalene on Jesus Christ.” The lady 
gives her reminiscences— that is, Sir Edwin gives 
them for her. By this method he is able to omit all 
mention of the cruder features of the Gospel story. 
When Jesus played the devil with the pigs, for 
instance, Mary Magdalene was absent, and the 
incident forms no part of her narrative. Apparently, 
too, she was absent, or deaf, or thinking of something 
else, when he preached hell-fire and “ believe or be 
damned.”  And •’s this pretty method of Mary- 
Arnold selection 1/ pursued throughout, it will easily 
be seen that the poem is an arbitrary piece of highly- 
colored fiction, in which Jesus Christ is made to serve 
the author’s purposes. In short it is “ Christ Up to 
Date.”

Sir Edwin’s second piece of strategy is still more 
transparent. Mary Magdalene is represented as 
several ladies rolled into one, and her house is a 
perfect museum of relics. She is Mary Magdalene, 
Mary of Bethany, the woman who anointed Christ’s 
feet, and the Mary who helped to embalm him. She
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keeps the famous alabaster box in her cabinet; she 
boards and lodges the young woman that Jesus 
raised from the dead; and her brother Lazarus is 
also on show when required. Lazarus, too, is many 
single gentlemen rolled into one. He is the resur­
rected man, the young man who was told to sell his 
property and give the proceeds to the poor, and the 
young man who fled stark naked at the arrest of Jesus, 
leaving his clothes in the hands of his pursuers. This 
is a very convenient plan. It is history made easy, 
or the art of poetical bam-boozling.

Mary Magdalene has a long talk with Pontius 
Pilate, who is haunted by the memory of the pale 
Galilean. Afterwards she has several days’ talk 
with an old Indian, who turns out to be the sole 
survivor of those three wise men from the East, come 
to find out all about the King of the Jews. His two 
colleagues had died without satisfying their curiosity. 
He himself did without news for thirty-six years, 
and only went back to Palestine after the King of 
the Jews had ended his career; the visit, of course, 
being timed to suit Sir Edwin Arnold’s convenience.

Throughout the poem Mary Magdalene talks 
Arnoldese. Here is a typical passage.

“  It may be there shall come in after days—
When this Good Spell is spread— some later scribes, 
Some far-off Pharisees, will take His law,—
Written with Love’s light fingers on the heart,
Not stamped on stone ’mid glare of lightning-fork—• 
Will take, and make its code incorporate;
And from its grace write grim phylacteries 
To deck the head of dressed A uthority;
And from its golden mysteries forge keys 
To jingle in the belt of pious pride.”

Can anyone imagine the seven-devilled Mary Mag­
dalene conversing in this way %

Considered in the light of its title the poem is » 
mistake and a monstrous failure. It is also labored 
and full of “  fine writing.”  Not only are the Gospel 
story and the teachings of Jesus played fast and loose 
with, but the simplest things are narrated in 
grandiose language, with a perfect glut of fanciful 
imagery, fetched in not to illustrate but to adorn- 
Here and there, however, the language of Jesus is 
paraphrased and damnably spoiled. What reader of 
the Gospels does not remember the exquisite English 
in which our translators have rendered the lament 
over Jerusalem ? Sir Edwin parodies it as follows

How oft
I  would have gathered all thy children in
As a hen clucks her chickens to her wings.

Surely this is perfectly ridiculous. The collecting 
and sheltering are put into the background by that 
dreadful “  cluck,” and the reader is forced to imaging 
Jesus as a clucking hen. On the whole, the Gospel 
writers were better artists than Sir Edwin Arnold.

To conclude. The poem contains plenty of “  fi*)0 
writing ”  and some good lines. But as a whole i t jS 
“  neither fish, flesh, fowl, nor good red herring.” ^  
a picture of Jesus Christ it is a laborious absurdity > 
as a marketable volume it may be successful; and 
a sample of Sir Edwin Arnold’s powers and accon1 
plishments it will perhaps impose on half-educate 
sentimentalists. G. W . FOOTE:

THE BR ADLAUGH M EM ORIAL. .f  
C ollecting  cards are now printed. Mr. Forder ^ 
sending them out to members of the Committee a»a 
to the secretaries of Branches. A  record of eve*1' 
card is kept, and each bears the name of the pel’s0 
to whom it is entrusted. As soon as these cards a . 
filled up they should be returned to Mr. Forder w1 
a remittance for the amount collected. . a

The Bradlaugh Memorial Hall Company is AC1 jj 
formed. The articles of association, after a -  
discussion of all leading points, are being drawn ^  
by a legal firm of long standing and good reputa ,l  ̂
It is the firm to which Mr. Bradlaugh gave a 8 
deal of his own legal business. After the final 
liminary meeting of the Committee, on Thnrs
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March 19, the Company will be formed by seven 
shareholders, elected for the purpose, who will 
proceed to allot shares to the applicants, a large 
dumber of whom are already waiting..

Double collecting sheets sent out unadvisedly from 
Fleet-street must be destroyed. They are abso- 

lutely unauthorised. Only the collecting cards sent 
out by Mr. Forder, the secretary of the Memorial 
Committee, must be used in obtaining subscriptions.

h  will be seen from the appeal which is printed in 
Mother column that an entirely separate fund is 
°pened for the assistance of Mrs. Bonner in the 
settlement of Mr. Bradlaugh’s affairs. Special col- 

'lng sheets are printed for this fund, and onlylectii > o  uu v  l u i  u u i o

“ßse must be used by the collectors.
G . W . F oote .

A C I D  D R O P S ,
Catholic priests make it a point to “  be in at the death ”  if 

iiof31'"16' Although the late American General Sherman was 
a Catholic, they gave him extreme unction while he was 

v  on)Sei°U3, and are now hovering round Prince Jerome 
Ôot] °n’ Ŵ ° laughed them when well. They find it 

j t° business to say they are resorted to by the rich and 
c a m death, even when the fact is just the other way.

He t Wo.8° to press we learn that Prince Jerome is dead, 
whileh ly re ûsed to have anything to do with the priests 
A bb: p . ratained any strength. On Tuesday morning the 
'tlaat̂ tl UJcd administered the last sacraments. He pretends 
the Prince was in the full possession of his faculties, but 
of feP01ts say he was unconscious during nearly the whole 

7 e <%. According to the Paris correspondent of the 
kf* the extreme unction was administered to enable
a S Humbert to give the Prince’s remains a State funeral.

}’Uow, js c]ear that Prince Jerome kept off the carrion 
^°Ws of the Church while his strength lasted. When he 

as helpless they took their foul repast.

C0The Daily Twaddlegraph stars on its bills “  Biblical Dis- 
p .e.ries-” It appears the Eev. Wm. Hechler, chaplain to the 
the l ’̂ h a ssy  at Vienna, has devoted twenty-five year3 to 
Test ' 0n°l°Sical difficulties and discrepancies of the Old 
thenim,]ni> ar>d has come to the conclusion that he can clear 
Publi | j UP- This he is going to do. As he has not yet 
Glare’s  ̂^ls W01'h, possibly the D. T. has found as big a 
But the 33 when It started “  Dethroning Shakespeare.”  

J Wa-ddlegraph knows its public.
' The 1

Christian .^ur"rey Gazette is apparently conducted on 
ham’s se pritlciples- After inserting the Eev. Mr. Cunning- 
reply 111011 °Q Charles Bradlaugh, it declined to insert a 
150 COn°m °Ur friend Mr.

C°pies °f the paper.
J . Tomkins unless he would take

V beil is found in the minds of dying Atheists.
°f them 7 SÎ  101° unconsciousness the Lord gets the best

, ,  - been having some correspondence with
,r- Cunningham, who piously believes that a good 

is ‘

8.°Crates inj dî fussion- Cunningham also thinks that
D h ru f3 P.!at0
\Ve hn t 6 ^ 1Qh so too.

P® J. C. wasn’t too lazy to tie his own shoes

not fit to tie the shoes of Jesus 
They were fit for better things.

Th,
M Blaolík<,í'' '̂ ournal, dealing with the case of wife abduction
his -hum. fini,. ___i •, , ___________Vilr says judges have decided that a man may seize
right to j ersver he finds her ; that the husband has the 
and her ^  ^ls wife’s time, and to direct her manner of life 
he can , ass°ciates. and if she refuses to submit to his order, 
be re|e 6Sally confine her to his house; from this she cannot 
law com ■ habeas corpus. If this be so, it is evident our 
Was inolaina many remnants of the divine times, when a wife
whic], : . ,d  among her husband’s chattels and “  anything 

, 18 his.”  Tf .......l - *:—  *1.—  a , , •uPr°oted, It is surely time these Oriental notions were

The ed’t
time. n U?r fhe Liverpool Citizen will know better next 
a local f. ui d temerity to ridicule Mrs. Crook, who runs 
°f the in]] h’ healing establishment called “  Bethshan.”  One 
Cfook'g f,lil ca> a Mrs. Cheers, made a will very much in Mrs. 

‘ vor> leaving her £ 1,000, the bulk of the testator’s

property, free of interest for ten years, during which time a 
good many things may happen. The poor misguided editor 
not only laughed at faith-healing,' but demanded an inquiry 
into the will business. Mrs. Crook thereupon appealed to a 
British jury, and got £100 damages. This is a stern lesson 
to all sarcastic editors in this Christian country. Each jury­
man prefers jjoctors to praying in time of éickness, but when 
a dozétí’ juryméfi get together they may be trusted to. stand 
up for the good old Bible doctriné.

Talmage has made a discovery. It is this. Literary men 
in America are driven with whip and spur to their topmost 
speed, and not one brain-worker out of a hundred observes 
any moderation. Perhaps this is true. If so, Talmage is 
the one in the hundred. Nothing could be more moderate 
than the brain-work in his sermons.

Pious William is at it again. After turning an officer out 
of the army for writing a mildly heretical pamphlet, he is 
harrying all sorts and conditions of Germans who are disposed 
to do their own thinking. The director of the Berlin 
Gymnasium is to be tried for treason for criticising the 
emperor’s views on education. Herr Koester, editor of a 
Magdeburg paper, is sentenced to six months’ imprisonment 
for reprinting Heine’s Weaver Song. And now Herr Scholl, 
a Nürnberg editor, is prosecuted under the Blasphemy Laws 
for printing quite a milk and water essay on Christianity and 
Education. Surely the religious societies of Europe will 
subscribe for a brass medal and present it to Emperor 
William as the true defender of the faith.

Even the Wesleyans are being forced to give up the verbal 
inspiration of their fetish book. Prof. Davidson, at a meeting 
of Wesleyan ministers at the City-road Chapel, told them 
plainly that some modification of the old views was necessary, 
and that rationalistic criticism, by the scientific precision of 
its method, had done more valuable work than devout com­
mentators. All very good, but these very moderate conclu­
sions would not have been arrived at if they had not been 
forced upon consideration from without.

Of course Mr. Davidson took care not to go too far. He 
admitted “ The composite character of the Pentateuch had been 
practically established.” “  The Isaiah authorship of part of 
that prophecy must be abandoned.”  “  It was not necessary to 
say that Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes because his name occurred 
in it.”  Well, Mr. Davidson, it is then a forgery, for it says 
“  The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king of Jeru­
salem.”  “  I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.”

But Prof. Davidson says they may maintain that the Bible 
does not contain “  cunningly-devised fables.”  We submit 
the question is whether it contains fables, not whether they 
are cunningly devised. Some of the most stupidly-devised 
fables seem to us to cluster round the reports concerning 
Jesus, and as Mr. Davidson wishes to make Wesleyanism 
“  Christocentric,”  he had better tackle Huxley on the question 
of those pigs. ____

A vigorous discussion followed Dr. Davidson’s paper, as to 
the advisability of its publication. It was at first proposed 
that it should be printed for private circulation amongst 
ministers, but eventually an amendment that it should be 
published in the Methodist journals was carried by a large 
majority. _____

A  little sign of the times may be instanced in the Eev. 
Josiah Evans, of the Eastgate Wesleyan Chapel, Brighouse, 
lecturing on Sunday afternoon on the subject of poverty and 
permitting discussion. We would not discourage so liberal 
a minister ; but we fancy, should the discussion become open 
and unrestricted, his Christian remedy for poverty will be 
found not to hold w a t e r . ____

The recent blizzard resulted in many wrecks, those in 
Start Bay alone involving the loss of nearly 60 lives ; while 
several deaths from exposure are reported. Something like 
five thousand lambs and sheep perished on the Welsh hills 
alone. The old barbarians, who attributed such things to 
evil spirits, were, after all, more logical than those who think 
them under the direction of a beneficent Providence.

While the S. A. is a screaming success, Primitive Chris­
tianity, of the quiet kind supported by the Plymouth Brethren,
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is on the decline. A chapel belonging to this body at South 
Ashford, Kent, has been brought under the hammer. The 
Quakers are also yearly declining in numbers.

[March 22, 1891.

“ Vera Tsartsyn,”  a lady who writes in the World, is, we 
"resume, a pious Catholic. She tells us she was “  rigid with

___ ' '’ --’ ’■"'t an imitation altar and -■
ihdigh&tlen "  at UUI..-B ’  "'-e  - *eai crueifls as
acbessorife  ̂ td the waxwork ot Cardinal Newman at
■Louis TussaUd’s exhibition.

Religion is being seen in its full strength at Pleasant 
Plain, Indiana, where a religious retiyul has resulted in 
persons neglecting their farming business and household 
duties Under the conviction that the Millenium is coming 
this Easter. The minds of several have been affected. 
Revivals give work to the Commissioners in Lunacy.

The Newtonian theory of gravitation has had a very 
narrow escape. It was debated at a meeting of the Mutual 
Improvement Society in connection with St. Paul’s Mission 
Hall, Birkenhead. Mr. Thompson moved that it was “  con­
trary to Scripture, reason, and fact.”  There was a lively 
discussion, and the question was put to the vote. Eleven 
voted against poor Sir Isaac, but seventeen supported him. 
Had four votes gone over from the majority to the minority 
the law of gravitation would have been lost, and the town 
of Birkenhead would probably have dispersed through infinite 
space. Happily the calamity was averted. Still, the 
minority may try again, and the prospect is not without 
danger.

Prof. E. D. Cope, in his Origin oj the Fittest, p. 167, says 
“  serpents prone like others, existed to both America and 
Europe during the Eocene epoch, five times as great a period 
before Adam as has elapsed since his day.”

E : Cornhill for March has an amusing account of “ Biblical 
Drama in South Staffordshire,”  where the villagers have been 
enacting Joseph and his Brethren. Jacob attired in a white 
wig and his sons with trousers under their Eastern robes, 
made an amusing sight. It would be more amusing still if 
English peasants emulated those of Bavaria and enacted the 
story of the gospels. ____

Fourteen ladies, representing “  five hundred Christian 
women,”  have sent in a written protest against thirteen 
pictures in the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts, each of 
which contains one or more ladies in the condition of Eve 
before the fall. The next day, of course, the Academy was 
thronged. All the other Christians in Philadelphia were 
anxious to see the wicked pictures for themselves.

Those “  Christian women ”  who object to an Ariadne as 
indelicate and immoral, should really start a crusade against 
the Bible. If an artist were to paint the blue scenes of Holy 
"Writ, he would throw the Rabelais Exhibition, ay, and the 
famous room at Pompeii, into the shade. Yet those very 
scenes are put by “  Christian women ’ ’ before their boys and
girls- ____

“  James II. Barry, editor of the Star, was arguing his 
Contempt Bill before the Senate Judiciary Committee in 
Sacramento last week, when he was interrupted by the 
Speaker, named Sprague, who inquired if Mr. Barry gave the 
committee no credit for possessing intelligence. Editor Barry 
asked to be excused from answering immediately, as it was a 
leading question. The committee, he said, appeared to be 
lacking something, but he had not made up his mind whether 
it was intelligence or honesty. He then went on, and soon 
came to the reading of an extract from Ingersoll on the 
matter of contemp of court. The Speaker again interrupted 
him to inquire, ‘ Who is the man Ingersoll you are quoting ?’ 
Then Barry stopped and said he was ready to answer the 
preceding question concerning the intelligence of the com­
mittee. His mind was now made up. If that committee was 
fairly represented by its chairman, and if that chairman did 
not know who Ingersoll was, then the committee did not 
possess intelligence enough to carry thistles to a jackass.” —  
Freethought (San Francisco).

Mrs. Besant complains of Mr. Foote’s “  believing ”  that 
Mr. Bradlaugh gave up smoking for some time under her 
influence. She says that she “ never had the very slightest 
objection to his smoking.”  The point is hardly worth a dis­

cussion. Mr. Foote apologises for “  believing ”  that Mrs. 
Besant s influence induced Mr. Bradlaugh to relinquish his 
cigar, and thus, as his heart was affected, helped to prolong* 
his life. The belief was only given ag such, and not as. ?„ 
matter of personal knowledge.

Deaedn Peabody—-“ So, Simon, it is true that you have 
doubts as to the doctrine ?”  Simon— “  Not the hull doctrine , 
only a part of it. For instance, I can’ t seem to understand 
how a condemned sinner can be made to spend eternity m 
that lake o’ fire. Why, deacon, there ain’ t no human con­
stitution could stand it.”

Wm. Hughes, of New York, on receiving sentence for pro­
curing fraudulent divorces addressed the court thus : “  Oct 
Lord and Savior has promised that though our sins be a? 
scarlet they shall be made whiter than snow.”

And so throughout the catalogue 
Of rogues and scoundrels all 

Preachers, laymen, sinners, saints,
All ransomed from the fall.

For every debt contracted here,
However great or small,

Expect to ’scape the just demand 
With “  Jesus paid it all.”

Dr. Campbell, a Presbyterian professor, of Montreal, argues 
that the greatest nation of antiquity was that of the Hittites. 
We are dubious on the subject, though quite of opinion that 
all the ancient nations were much given to fighting.

On Feb. 8, a great Hindu festival was held on the bank* 
of the Ganges. It was announced that owing to a particulaf 
conjunction of the stars whoever bathed in the Ganges oD 
that day would wash away not only their own sins but thoSe 
of thirty million ancestors. Crowds from all parts of India 
flocked to the banks of the river, overtaxing the resources <** 
the railway companies. Numerous accidents happened an“ 
as cholera broke out, thousands of the pilgrims will never sef 
their homes again. Christians fancy their baptism is origin®” 
yet this superstition of washing away sins dates from lovl 
pre-Christian times. ____

In the Ilitopadesa, an ancient book of Indian fables, there,1* 
a rebuke given to this superstition. As rendered by Sir Ed#111 
Arnold it runs :—
Away with those who preach to us the washing off of sin, 
Thine own self is the stream for thee to make ablutions in- 
In self-restraint it rises pure— flows clear in tide of truth,
By wandering banks of wisdom in waves of peace and ruth- 
Bathe there thou son of Pandu with reverence and rite,
For never yet was water wet could wash the spirit white-

Calling attention to the funds of the Society for the PrnP1 
gation of the Gospel, the Church News thinks there i® 
falling off in missionary enterprise. It is very question^ , 
however, if the spread of Christianity in heathen lands c0^ 
pensates for the spread of heathenism at home. It
ominous for Christianity when it retreats before science ® j  
flies to ignorance and barbarism to recover its losses. i c, 
it is very problematical if they are recovered. Moban1̂  
danism is certainly making more headway than Christie11 
with the natives of Africa.

Christian advocates are fond of saying that Islam 
its way with the sword in one hand and the Koran 111 \t 
other. Well, Christianity makes its way with the Bib1 ^  
one hand and the gin-bottle in the other, and the gin-b° 
is the more deadly weapon.

------- . i W
The Pall Mall Gazette devoted a withering ant*0 

W. R. Bradlaugh, “ the Christian evangelist.”  It aPP 11 
that W. R. B.’s publication, “ One Hundred Anstf® ¿¡If 
Infidel Objections,”  contains wholo paragraphs lifted ^  
out of an American book without tho slightest ackn°'^ 
ment. The Pall Mall writer prefers the morality 0 
Atheistic brother.

-------  . _ 9
Hugh Price Hughes keeps a dignified silence agal0’ ^  

gave the number of Methodists as 10.000,000 m°ri\, 1>,: 
printed in Whitaker’s Almanack. Being asked
authority the reverend infallible soothsayer is mum- 
he is afraid of hurting someone’s feelings again.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, March 22, Hall of Science, Old-street, London, E.C., 

af 7, “ Christianity and Political Progress.”

March 29, Hall of Science.
April 5, Birmingham; 12, Camberwell; 19, Belfast; 26, 

Liverpool.
May 3, Hall of Science ; 10, Camberwell; 17, N. S. Confer­

ence ; 24, Manchester.
June 7, Camberwell; 14 and 21, Hall of Science.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

^Tf,RASY communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Llerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica­
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
^ee to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d .; Half Year, 
Js- 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7jd. Australia, China and Africa : 
“ -One Year, 8s. 8d .; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 

2d. India:— One Year, 10s. lO d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.; 
three Months, 2s. 8Jd.

0CALE of A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
”s- i Half Column, 15s.: Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 

It j®?eMti°ns.
being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
Wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 

^cobred wrapper.
H a r r i s ,—Sorry we attributed your article to Major 

arrifl Thanks for the cutting. Ibsen’s “  Ghosts ”  is a 
powerful piece of work, but it seems to us rather a study 

WtbHan a drama.
• art.—it  is hard to criticise that parson without having 

ls own words before us. He seems a crank of the first 
p  water.

M^Kihtman.—We hope the distribution of the pamphlet 
T p  l open the eyes of some of Price Hughes’s dupes.

—Thanks for the paper. The Gould incident is somewhat 
mixed.” We have sympathy with Mr. Gould, and on the 

other hand we see there is much to be said for Mrs. Besant’s
Bniew'ipWEii.-—We cannot answer anonymous letters.

newsagent, 39 Northcote-road, Bournemouth, East, 
p so'ls the Freethinker and exposes it in his window, 
j - p- Percy.— Thanks.
g‘ q — The verse is not up to the mark. Thanks for cuttings.

• bTANDRujG.— Happy to receive your good report of Totten- 
j  “ am and the district.

' B0WNEY-—Received.
the ^ be rcveren<  ̂ gentleman does not understandBond. - !
Chr'C°nt:r0VersP' ASocinian is not “ one who regards Jesus 
re '8t. as a mere man.”  (2) John Locke’s views have been 
certaii Socinian by good judges—Coleridge for one. He 
per nly did not hold the orthodox doctrine of three co-equal 
gentl*18' The egotism and the insolence of the reverend 

R. B n^man exclude him from personal notice.
Yo',,.. • A?‘Max-—We said as much as we thought necessary. 

H. j  g "'dignation is natural.
° p i n i \°*'—You not see difference between quoting
aro 0ns and quoting authorities on matters o f fact. There 
«  q 0 authorities in the world of opinion. The rest of your 

R, Riot- 0118 ”  are merely statements of your own views, 
in th °fR3>‘—®lad to hear that Mr. Foote’s visit has resulted 
in a n lor.majion of a Branch at Blyth. We hope to find it 

T. \y g 0,lrishing condition at his next visit, 
and v'I1T* ’ '"’ho gave his address to some of the Castleford 
Temn OIImanton friends at Mr. Foote’s lectures in Leeds, has 

J. To Mr- to PnHen-row, Stanley-lane-end, near Wakefield.
i8 ,)f, .]NS-— Thanks for the copies. The reverend gentleman 

Cr a11 J ,’ en°ugh, but he writes like a Sunday-school teacher. 
tribm Catteli,, Snow-hill, Birmingham, desires to dis- 
two vi 300 c°Pies his Ayainst Christianity, on receipt of 
Mr p nny stamps per copy, and to acknowledge the aid of 

G. Anjirln^’ Leonards, enabling him to do this.
Mot;,ATa? f- —All right. Wo merely wanted information. 

T. a 8 8ha11 appear. J
Bh H-liams.—Mr. Foote will arrange a visit to Bristol

Moxjrj, V’> Wlth a view to reforming the Branch.
J. Tpr j T aE-KTHixKKR.—There is no such passage.
T, ]i_ — Thanks.

three .AX'F Y ou must £° to 1110 registrar and give the logal 
for a s ,, ®’ notice, after which the marriage can take place 

, colWt; 1 fee- You might write to Mr. Forder about the 
W. Er ‘ng' Card’ giving your full address.
A. ZiTze. '̂ Jhe book is a frightful hodge-podge. 

s°nio dav substance of the lectures will be published 
thinker t 1)0 your best, though you are a young Free- 

> the p „0, Promote the cause. All of us are old enough to
J.!G W .T St we can.

"AiiREir. Many thanks, ■ . .SUMMI

Pa e e b s  R e c e iv e d .—Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought— 
Ironclad Ago—Menschenthum—Echo—Neues Frereligioses 
Sonntags-Blatt — Freidenker — The Liberator—Der Arme 
Teufel—Secular Thought — Boston Investigator—Western 
Figaro— La Vérité Philosophique— Progressive Thinker- 
Flaming Sword—Loyal American—Two Worlds— Star— 
De Dageraad — Open Court—Truthseeker—Schoolmaster— 
Watts’s Literary Guide — Hull Critic—Ashton-on-Ribble 
Parish Magazine—Daily Telegraph—Rochdale O bserver- 
Church Monthly—Brighton Echo—South Eastern Herald— 
Kentish Gazette—Western Morning News.

Fbiends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Cobbespondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Despite the rain there was a good audience at the Hall of 

Science on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote delivered the 
second of his special course of lectures on Christianity. One 
Christian opponent had two ten minutes’ speeches. This 
evening (March 22) Mr. Foote delivers the third lecture on 
“  Christianity and Political Progress.”

In an interesting article on “  Theology at Oxford”  in the cur­
rent number of the Westminster Review, Mr. A.C.Conybeare says, 
“  In every one of our larger cities the Secularists have their 
halls of science; and if anyone wishes to realise the strength 
and widespread character of their activity, let him buy the 
Secularist Almanac for the current year, and count up the 
centres of their propaganda. Nor does the Secularist body 
comprise one per cent, of thos-e among us who reject super­
natural religion. It only comprises those who are fanatically 
opposed to i t ; for every one of whom there are a thousand 
artisans to whom a miraculous story has only to be repeated 
in order to be rejected. I say nothing of the richer classes, 
among whom we all know how widespread is the rejection 
of miraculous religion.”

When Mr. Conybeare says Secularists are fanatically opposed 
to supernatural religion, we fancy he only means that they 
are earnest in their opposition. The temperament of Secu­
larists is usually the reverse of fanaticism.

The Brisbane Evening Observer reports an oration on 
Charles Bradlaugh by Mr. Wallace Nelson. It was delivered 
to a crowded audience in the Gaiety Theatre. A  resolution 
of condolence with Mrs. Bonner was proposed by Mr. Collins 
and seconded by Mr. Hardacre, the meeting testifying its 
approval by standing up in silence. Judging from the im­
perfect report, Mr. Nelson’s discourse was full of eloquence.

Joseph Symes’ s heart is nearly as big as the rest of his 
body. We have just received a copy of the Liberator con­
taining his long article on the death of Charles Bradlaugh. 
He says he took up Mr. Bradlaugh’s portrait sent two years 
ago “ to my old friend, Joseph Symes,”  wept over it like a 
child, and then wrote the article straight off in a four hours’ 
sitting. Of course it bears traces of the fever of grief.

This is what Mr. Symes says of his own feelings on hearing 
of Mr. Bradlaugh’s death :— “  No such blow ever struck me 
before. I had lost relations— a father, a sister, and many a 
friend I could ill spare. But this is the crowning sorrow of 
my life. There was but one man in all the world I looked 
up to as my personal superior, looked up to naturally ; but 
one man whose tremendous force I have felt to be positively 
irresistible ; the only man that could sway me and lead me a 
willing captive. And that man was dead ! I had felt like a 
pine on the mountain side, surrounded by myriads of other 
pines ; and one next me towered in grandeur over me and 
seemed a shelter. The axe felled i t ; and now I feel ex­
posed and bare ; an empty sky stretches over me just where 
the giant pine stood ; and now the winds and lightnings play 
upon me unchkcked; and shelter there is none. And worse 
still, other people look to me for some kind of shelter ; and 
I feel with razor keenness that the paltry shelter I can afford 
is nothing to the grateful shadow of the giant that has 
dropped to rise no more.”

There is no one left like Charles Bradlaugh, but Mr. Symes
bids Freethinkers fight on gallantly. Here are his words : __
“  Shall we give way to despair because the leader has fallen ?
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What ? WV have his tortures and his death to avenge I How ? 
Not with fire and sword, not by blood and slaughter; not by 
returning misrepresentation and slander for those heaped 
upon him ; but by incessant attacks upon the popular cant 
and creeds of the day, by the most merciless attacks we are 
capable o f ! And we must study and plan to find and invent 
the most owerful and destructive weapons to employ in this 
giant work. We must show no quarter to- those horrible 
superstitions that tortured, slandered, and hounded Brad- 
lau h to a comparatively early grave. The holy curs will 
rejoice over their fallen foe, and please themselves with the 
hope that Bradlaugh’s work is ended, because he is no more. 
We nni4 spoil that pleasing illusion for them. We must 
unite His death must be our new starting point, our new 
rallying ground. The noblest revenge possible to us is the 
emancipation of the British race from the horrid thraldom of 
priest and tory— the ghouls who. after a generation’s chase, 
have run this marvellous man to his grave. 0. you Free­
thinkers! if you have a spark of manliness in you, if you are 
anywise worthy to name Bradlaugh’s name, then unite to 
avenge his death upon the sharpers in human society, the 
trader« in death and hell, the swindlers of the poor ; and vow 
you will never rest until mankind shall be as free from super­
stition and ghostly control as Bradlaugh himself was, as he 
hoped our race would ultimately be. There is your work. 
In Bradlaugh’s honored name, I bid you go and do it, and 
“ do it with your might, for there is no work, nor wisdom 
nor device in the grave whither we go.” We have no time 
to lose, and we must, like Bradlaugh. crowd into our life as 
much of work as its moments can be made to hold. This is 
the grand lesson that rises up to me from my dead friend’s 
bier. His fall nerves me to greater earnestness and effort. 
And as it affects me, so, I hope, will it affect Freethinkers 
throughout the world.”

On Good Friday the Battersea Branch will have a social 
gathering. London Freethinkers visiting Battersea Park on 
that day will be welcomed on showing their cards of N. S. S. 
membership. Tea and refreshments on sale, profits going to 
the Branch. On Easter Sunday the quarterly meeting takes 
place at 3 o ’clock. Tea and Soiree at 5.30 ; tickets sixpence 
each, which can be had at the hall, or of the secretary, 32 
Stanley-street, Qu9en’s-road, Battersea.

Tickets for the Good Friday party of the Finsbury Branch 
may be obtained of Mr. Anderson at the Hall of Science, or 
of Mr. W. G. Renn, 23 Nelson-street. There is a big pro­
gramme of music and recitations.

The work at Tottenham has been so far successful that all 
acrimonious opposition has yielded to very fair play and 
sensible discussions on the part of local Christians. It has, 
therefore, become necessary to take further steps to develop 
the work, and a special meeting of local Freethinkers has 
been called for Saturday, March 21, at 8 p.m., in Graham’s 
Lecture Hall, Seven Sisters-road, Tottenham.

The Good Friday party of the Newcastle Branch promises 
to be a great success. It is to be held at the Assembly 
Rooms, Royal Arcade, Pilgrim-street. There is to be a tea 
-and a first-class entertainment. Tickets can be had (2s.) 
from J. Tullin, 187 Burt-terrace, Gateshead, or Peter Weston, 
77 Newgate-street, Newcastle.

Mr. G. E. Conrad Naewiger is indefatigable in bringing 
our views before the public. The Hull Critic inserts a capital 
letter from him on “  Hull Board Schools and Religious In­
struction,”  which we hope will ensure support for secular 
candidates at the next School Board election.

Mr. C. 0. Cattell, of Birmingham, has printed in pamphlt i 
form his lecture on Charles Bradlaugh. The price is one 
penny; it is publishc . by Shipway, 39 Moor-street. Mr. 
Cattell gives a few interesting recollections of our dead leader.

v____
----  „  » ___________ __________

J. W. Benn, L.C.O., now the Liberal and Radical can­
didate for St. George’s-in-the-East, will if returned to Parlia­
ment vote for the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws. The whole 
of the Liberal and Radical M.P.’s and candidates for the 
Tower Hamlets are now pledged to vote for this aot of justice.

The Blyth correspondent of the Morpeth Herald, takes to 
task the Rev. Peter Peace, who asks why the Secularists are 
not imitating the philanthropy of Dr. Bernardo and his like.

The reverend gentleman is reminded that Secularists are 
mostly poor folk, and that those who might give endowments 
in their wills are confronted by a Christian law which forbids 
Freethought societies to hold a single stick of property.

The March number of tbe Freethinkers’ Magazine, of 
Buffalo, N.Y., gives in addition to its usual item, a frontis­
piece portrait of Mrs. M. A. Freeman, a Freethought lecturess 
and editress of the Chicago Liberal.

On March 14 the Ironclad Age, of Indianopolis, entered 
upon its 36th year under its veteran and ever-lively editor 
Dr. J. R Monroe. It is the second oldest of living Free- 
thought journals. May its editor live to see it double its 
present age— always provided that he wants to.

Col. Ingersoll has been lecturing on Shakespeare at the 
Opera House, Helena, for the benefit of two orphan daughters 
of a member of the Montana Legislature. The receipts were 
over a thousand dollars. -------

Friedrich Bodenstedt, the German Oriental scholar and 
poet, who put out a volume of poems of his own as those of 
Mirza Schaffy, which were so Oriental in character as to 
deceive the Western world, has translated the complete 
Rubayiat of Omar Khayyam, of which E. Fitzgerald gave 
such a splendid English rendering. The German translation 
is published at Breslau and has reached a fourth edition.

Sir Edwin Arnold unstintingly extols the universal refine­
ment and politeness of the Japanese. Where else, he asks, is 
such universal restraint of the coarser impulses of speech and 
a c t ; such love of nature, such tenderness for children, such 
reverence for parents and old persons, and such courtesy to 
strangers. There is said to be no oath or foul interjectionary 
word in the Japanese. In sliorf these poor heathen compare 
more than favorably with nations having long had the benefits 
of Christianity.

Freethinkers who wish to have copies of the poems of 
James Thomson (B.V.), or of Mr. Salt’s biography of Thom­
son, should at once apply to Mr. B. Dobell, 56 Charing-cross- 
road. A  fire at the bookbinder’s has destroyed the whole 
remaining stock except the few bound copies in Mr. Dobell’s 
shop, which will doubtless soon be disposed of. We much 
regret that Mr. Dobell, who showed such fine spirit in under­
taking to publish these works, is uninsured.

In the report of a conversation between William Bell Scott 
and Carlyle, given in the Pall Mall Budget, occurs the 
following: “  The subject of religion was mentioned, and I, 
somewhat boldly perhaps, asked him how he regarded it.
• Well,’ he replied, ‘ I  am generally speaking what is called 
an Agnostic— that is to say, I don’t believe that God has 
revealed anything to us of the unseen world. Of course, 
people in all ages have imagined what lies beyond death, but 
none knows.’ ‘ But then,’ I asked, ‘  what would you ever say 
to a man like Paul, who had met the son of God, and talked 
with him ?’ ‘ Ah,’ he replied, ‘ I could not say anything to
him.’ ”  Carlyle might have told Paul he saw Christ only in 
a vision, as “ one born out of due time.”

The Woolwich Branch has taken the Oo-operative Hall, iQ 
Powis-street, for a few Friday evening lectures. Mr. A. B- 
Moss lectures on Friday, March 20, on “  What do Christian3 
Believe ?” Mr. Foote delivers his oration on Charles Brad- 
laugh on April 10.

The West London Branch means to be very busy in the 
outdoor work during the summer. Mr. Foote will close th® 
indoor season for the Branch on Thursday, April 30, when 

I he will lecture at the Hammersmith Club hall on “ Heaven 
| and Hell.”  There will be a charge for admission, and tb0 
| proceeds will go to the Branch funds.

The Liberator, noticing the N. S. S. Almanack for 1891» 
says “ It contains a good Calendar and a number of capi*4 
articles.”  “ The Almanac i3 well worth its money,”  aa 
Mr. Symes, “  and ought to circulate in the colonies.”

The census for New South Wales will be taken on Aprd.,  ̂
A  column will bo given to registering the religion of 4 
inhabitants. It has been decided by the Australian Secul 
Association to recommend that the uniform name “  * r 
thinker ”  shall bo used by all sharing its viows.
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TO THE FRIENDS AND ADMIRERS OF THE LATE 
CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

Me. Charles Bbadlaugh ’s ratlier sudden death, has left his 
affairs in a state of embarrassment. Not only is there an' 
excess of liabilities over assets, but no kind of provision is 
Made for his only surviving daughter, who some time ago, to 
Meet an emergency, surrendered on his behalf the life-policy 
be had assigned her;

Mr. Bradlaugh’s multitude of admirers in all parts of the 
c*untry— and, indeed, of the1 world— will be glad of the 
°PP°rtunity to give a practical token of their respect for a 
peat man who exhausted his Titanic strength in battling 
°r truth and justice, and died before he could free himself 
°M the liabilities incurred in the tremendous struggle.

^ None of Mr. Bradiaugh’s debts are personal. The sum of 
^°,2G9 ig owing to various investors holding debentures on 

3 Polishing business. Some of these are willing to forego 
, eir Maims, in whole or in part, to the total extent of £830.

ere are two other business debts of £300 and £250. The 
Mai liability to be met is therefore £4,989.

no assets are [chiefly of a more hypothetical character. 
r’ Bradlaugh’s library is officially valued at £1,000, His 

f't stock might ultimately realise £3,000, but would
c far less under a forced sale. The printing plant is 

£ *  a  ̂about £600. There are also the copyrights of his 
nor S' it is now impossible to estimate commercially,
sal iourna1’ the National Reformer, be reckoned as
is als 6 Pr°Perty- The value of the lease of 63 Fleet-street 
be f  aS i’®t undetermined. The total assets may therefore 

■pSed for the present at £4,600.
’ r°M this it will be seen that Mr. Bradlaugh was practically

,. * * t ,b , - y
Abilities0  A C J L U C I U U iU g j  I I  U U O  U U O

ergOne a change for the worse, 
g 'dtl appeal is now made for subscriptions to settle Mr. 
^dlaugh ’s affairs. The first £600 or so received will be 

ted to purchasing the printing-plant for Mrs. Bonner. 
thi'8 afford her a moderate income. Afterwards some- 
Mght devcded M>e redemption of certain copy-
for ^ ey°nd that the creditors, who will receive the 

^Mentioned sums, will be dealt with as the fund permits. 
s°MconUn̂ erŜ ne^ ^  uPon fhemselves to appeal because 

rn’ust act and there is no time to be lost.- They

i; . rib but his death has altered matters considerably; the 
remaining, while the value of the assets have

Mdulgs inrequirc-3 no superfluous rhetoric. Charles Bradlaugh
admire ! °  r̂esb eulogy from them. They simply ask his 
,, 13 to a e f------------______ • rr~ ____
the generously, nay justly. He gave his life tocause 0f t i
early r,ra ttle People, and now that he lies in an all too 
him what ” re ôrmers ° f  every shade of opinion should do for 

a > had he lived, he would have done for himself.
G. W. FOOTE,

President, National Secular Society.

J. M. ROBERTSON,
Editor “  National Reformer,”  repre• 

,  sentiny Mrs. Bonner.
Mr. 'W IT t>S.R ; Reynolds, Camplin House, New Cross, London,

act us Treasurer.

" F
tn ,C °r some time wo noticed a paragraph going the1 J on̂ s_ 

. ,l° effect that Colonel Ingersoll was going to m o 
^ lr>Mus Donnelly to debate his fool assumption that Bacon 
l as a Poet. But the report was too silly for contradiction, 
the A cw y 0rk S m  of Fcb 17  saya co l. Robert G. Inger- 

1 has returned from his western excursion, and explainer 
m e lr^ y  the report sent from Minneapolis that he was to 
h;set> atius Donnelly in joint debate, Donnelly to defend 
g .BaCotlian cryptogram and the Colonel to uphold the 
“ hahesperean end of the controversy/ ‘ I  was asked to mest 
and P ^ h y , ’  said the Colonel, ‘ and debate this question 

I  declined. I  did so because Mr. Donnelly claims that 
d m ®  discovered a cipher for Shakespeare. W ell, it is his 
to l t0 establish the truth of his cipher o t  theory, and not 
a ? rewPitato a debate on it. I  am in the world for facts 

a “ ot theories.’ ”— Ironclad Age.

THE EROFESSOR, THE. POLITICIAN, AND THE PIGS.

Professor H uxley vigorously criticises Mr. Gladstone’s 
controversial methods in the March number of the Nineteenth 
Century. After making out what, on the face of it, seems a 
good case of misrepresentation, evasion, and arrogant rebuke 
against Mr. Gladstone, the Professor goes on to explain how 
it is that persons who are not politicians have such an 
objection to Mr. Gladstone’s style of dealing with theology.

Mb . Gladstone’s M ethods.
“  Persons who, like myself,”  Huxley writes, “  having spent 

their lives outside the political world, yet take a mild and 
philosophical concern in what goes on in it, often find it 
difficult to understand what our neighbors call the psycho­
logical moment of this or that party leader ; and are, occas- 
sionally, loth to believe in the seeming conditions of certain 
kinds of success. And, when some chieftain, famous in 
political warfare, adventures into the region of letters or of 
science, in full confidence that the methods which have 
brought fame and honor in his own province will answer 
there, he is apt to forget that he will be judged by these 
people ; on whom rhetorical artifices have long ceased to take 
effect; and to whom, mere dexterity in putting together 
cleverly ambiguous phrases and even the great art of offensive 
misrepresentation, are unspeakably wearisome. And, if that 
weariness finds its expression in sarcasm, the offender really 
has no right to cry out. Assuredly ridicule is no test of 
truth, but it is the righteous meed of some kinds of error. 
Nor ought the attempt to confound the expression of a 
revolted sense of fair dealing with arrogant impatience of 
contradiction, to restrain those to whom ‘ the extreme 
weapons of controversy ’ come handy from using them. The 
function of police in the intellectual, if not in the civil, 
economy may sometimes be legitimately discharged by 
volunteers.”

W ho K illed the Pigs ?
“  These [synoptic] Gospels,”  says Huxley, “ agree in stating, 

in the most express, and, to some extent verbally identical, 
terms, that the devils entered the pigs at their own request, 
and the third Gospel (viii., 31) tells us what the motive of 
the demons was in asking the singular boon : ‘ They intreated 
him that he would not command them to depart into the 
abyss.’ From this, it would seem that the devils thought to 
exchange the heavy punishment of transportation to the 
abyss, for the lighter penalty of imprisonment in swine. And 
some commentators, more ingenious than respectful to the 
supposed chief actor in this extraordinary fable, have dwelt, 
with satisfaction, upon the very unpleasant quarter of an 
hour which the evil spirits must have had, when the head­
long rush of their maddened tenements convinced them how 
completely they were taken in. In the whole story, there is 
not one solitary hint that the destruction of the pigs was 
intended as a punishment of their owners, or of the swine­
herds. On the contrary, the concurrent testimony of the 
three narratives is to the effect that the catastrophe wa3 the 
consequence of diabolic suggestion. And, indeed, no source 
could be more appropriate for an act of such manifest injustice 
and illegality.

“  I  can but marvel that modern defenders of the faith 
should not be glad of any reasonable excuse for getting rid 
of a story which, if it had been invented by Voltaire, would 
have justly let loose floods of orthodox indignation.”

T iie Pigs and Christianity.
“ Some time ago,”  writes Professor Hnxley, “ in one of the 

many criticisms with which I am favored, I met with the 
remark that, at our time of life, Mr. Gladstone and I might 
be better occupied than in fighting over the Gadarene pigs. 
And, if these too famous swine were the only parties to the 
suit, I, for my part, should fully admit the justice of the 
rebuke. But, under the beneficent rule of the Court of 
Chancery, in former times, it was not uncommon that a 
quarrel about a few perches of worthless land ended in the 
ruin of ancient families and the engulfing of great estates; 
and I think that ouradmonisher failed to observe the analogy
__to note the momentous consequences of the judgment
which may be awarded in the present apparently insignificant 
action in re the swineherds of Gadara.

“  The immediate effect of such judgment will be the 
decision of the question whether the men of the nineteenth 
century are to adopt the demonology of the men of the first 
century as divinely revealed truth, or to reject it a3 degrading 
falsity. The reverend Principal of King’s College has 
delivered his judgment in perfectly clear and candid terms. 
Two years since, Dr. Wace said that he believed the story as
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it stands; and consequently he holds, as a part of divine 
revelation, that the spiritual world comprises devils, who, 
under certain circumstances, may enter men and be transferred 
from them to four-footed beasts. For the distinguished 
Anglican divine and Biblical scholar, that is part and parcel 
-of the teachings respecting the spiritual world which we owe 
to the founder of Christianity. It is an inseparable part of 
that Christian orthodoxy which, if a man rejects, he is to be 
considered and called an ‘ infidel.’ According to the ordinary 
rules of interpretation of language, Mr. Gladstone must hold 
the same view.

“  If antiquity and universality are valid tests of the truth 
of any belief, no doubt this is one of the beliefs so certified. 
There are no known savages, nor people sunk in the ignorance 
of partial civilisation, who do not hold them. The great 
majority of Christians have held them and still hold them. 
Moreover, the oldest records we possess of the early con­
ceptions of mankind in Egypt and in Mesopotamia prove that 
exactly such demonology, as is implied in the Gadaran story, 
formed the substratum, and, among the early Accadians, 
apparently the greater part, of their supposed knowledge of 
the spiritual world. M. Lenormant’s profoundly interesting 
work on Babylonian magic and the magical texts given in the 
Appendix to Professor Sayce’s Ilibbert Lectures leave no 
doubt on this head. They prove that the doctrine of 
possession, and even the particular case cf pig possession, 
were firmly believed in by the Egyptians and the Mesopota­
mians before the tribes of Israel invaded Palestine. And it 
is evident that these beliefs, from some time after the exile 
and probably much earlier, completely interpenetrated the 
Jewish mind and thus became inseparably interwoven with 
the fabric of the synoptic Gospels.

“  Therefore, behind the question of the acceptance of the 
doctrines of the oldest heathen demonology as part of the 
fundamental beliefs of Christianity, there lies the question of 
the credibility of the Gospels, and of their claim to act as 
our instructor», outside that ethical province in which they 
appeal to the consciousness of all thoughtful men. And 
still, behind this problem, there lies another— how far do 
these ancient records give a sure foundation to the prodigious 
fabric of Christian dogma which has been built upon them 
by the continuous labors of speculative theologians during 
eighteen centuries ?

“  I submit that there are few questions before the men of 
the rising generation on the answer to which the future hangs 
more fatally than this. We are at the parting of the ways. 
Whether the twentieth century shall see a recrudescence of 
the superstitions of mediaeval papistry, or whether it shall 
witness the severance of the living body of the ethical ideal 
of prophetic Israel from the carcase, foul with savage super­
stitions and cankered with false philosophy, to which the 
theologians have bound it, turns upon their final judgment 
of the Gadarene tale.”

IN MY ORTHODOX DAYS.

In my orthodox days I believed on such things 
As saints and archangels, with feathers and wings,
A.nd beasts with ten horns who roared anthems of praise 
Around a white throne—in my orthodox days.

I believed in three gods ; and that one of the three,
(Born, hung, resurrected, to save you and me),
Was the guest of Old Nick down in Hell’s hottest blaze : 
Though I scarcely knew why— in my orthodox days.

I  believed that these gods, from their throne up on high, 
Sent most of mankind to the Devil to fry,
For “  straight was the path ”  there, and “  broad were the 
That led to the flames— in my orthodox days. [ways ”

But Fancy once showed me a fair little child,
O’er whom but a r)vr sunny summers had smiled,
In all its sweet innocence, hurled on the blaze 
That lighted up Hell— in my orthodox days.

I fancied the little thing uttered one groan 
That rang in wild accents around the white throne :
Then, sick of such scenes, I stept out of the maze,
And that was the end of my orthodox days.

And now when they tell me of God and his love,
And endless delights to be found up above,
I think of these scenes, then with pity I  gaze
On those who are yet in their orthodox days. PolabiS.

IS IT  POSSIBLE TO BE H A P P Y ?  
By H ugh 0 . Pentecost.

(From, the “  Twentieth Century.”)
[ continued .]

It is not living alone or being married, it is not wealth or 
poverty, it is not abstemiousness or self-indulgence, taken 
apart from the general conditions of life, that make people 
wretched underneath all their ga ie ty ; it is that the con­
ditions under which we live are bad from beginning to end. 
There are poor persons who think that if they were rich 
they would be happy. There are rich persons who think 
that if they could live more simply they would bb happy. 
There are unmarried persons who think that if they were 
married they would be happy. There are married persons 
who think that if they were unmarried, or married to some 
one else, they would be happy. All these thoughts are 
mistaken.

That which makes happiness impossible is not any one 
particular fact or relation of life, it is a great general fa ct ; 
it is the lack of freedom, and that is a lack which we suffer, 
consciously or unconsciously, in our every relation in life.

I wish to deliberately repeat: That which makes happi­
ness impossible is the lack of personal freedom. Where 
persons are not free, they must and will be unhappy, and 
no one, to-day, is free.

Place a small rubber band, or tie a thread, about the 
finger tightly enough to interfere with the free flow of 
blood through the veins and arteries of that small member 
of the body, and discomfort ensues. As long as that ob­
struction to the circulation of the blood remains, your dis­
comfort, perhaps pain, will remain. Bind your arm, your 
leg, your throat in the same manner, and your distress will 
be proportionately greater.

On the same principle, if your thoughts are circum­
scribed, if your movements are controlled, if you cannot sal 
what you wish and to whom you wish, if you cannot do 
what you wish and with whom you wish, you are necessarily 
unhappy, you will have moments when it will seem to yott 
better not to have been born, you will pass through hours 
of gloom deeper than the imagined blackness of hell. ^ 
is in such moments that men and women often shoot them” 
selves.

Now, consider how few  persons there are who are free t® 
think, speak, and act as they please. I am supposing tbat 
in using their freedom, if they had it, they would nO“ 
feloniously injure life or property. H ow few  there af®- 
There is not one.

W e begin to interfere with personal liberty with o®r 
children. W e make of their little lives a purgatory- 
forcing them to live according to our desires instead ®! 
according to their own. “  Thou shalt ”  and “  thou sb^ 
not ”  are the sounds which ring in all our children’s e»r3: 
until the joy  is rasped out o f their little lives. Instead ®* 
helping them as we should to the gratification of all tbs' 
desires -, instead of leaving them free to make what se f' 
to us mistakes, or even actual mistakes ; instead of giv'0'; 
them freedom, which is better than bread or learning' 
instead of feeling that we might almost as well kill tb®1̂ 
outright as to interfere with their liberty ; instead of undsf 
standing that if there were a God and he could speak to "' 
he would say, “  Whatever else you forget, remember tb 
the most priceless gift a God can bestow on human beingj 
is freedom ” ; instead of being thus wise and good a"(j 
great with our children, we teach them that they she® 
crush out their desires, that they should deny themself * 
that they should seek happiness by doing as other Pe°iL 
wish them to do, other people who often have not half J
sense they h ave ; we scold them, and cuff them)
humiliate them until it is not at all infrequent for the®1. 
hang themselves. W hat is much worse, we grind *  ̂
wretched education into them until they think it is the tr® 
and eventually thank us for it, and, in turn, become the 
drivers of their children. 0j

And, after childhood days, when our young men *
_ ’omen go  out into the world and begin to toil for a h?* . 
in nine cases out of ten for most of their waking hours 
are deprived of all freedom.

A gentleman told me last Sunday that in the nlf,Ĉ jtb 
shop where he works the men are not allowed to ta"\ , 0®" 
one another during working hours. If two of the w °r 
are talking together and they see the foreman coming) |J 
stop talking and bend over their work. A  gentlem»11 
me this. A  gentleman who works in a machine shop-
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gentleman, this man of good education and refined instincts, 
during nine or ten hours a day, is not free to talk. How 
can such men under such circumstances, be other than un- 1 
happy. No man would endure to be watched.by a foreman 
for a single instant if he could help himself.

In Sing Sing an overseer sits on a high chair and over- 
°oks a whole roomful o f prisoners working, to see that 

they do not speak to one another. It will be so in our I 
machine shops and factories some day, for that is the ten- 
dency, and because some of the wisest among us do not 
shrink with horror at the thought of personal freedom being
c u r ta ile d .

(To be continued.)

NOSTH-EASTERN SECULAR FEDERATION.
The Council of the N.E.S.F. met at Newcastle on Sunday, 

¿Larch 15. After the minutes and financial statement had 
been submitted and approved, Mr. Weatherburn reported that 
a new Branch had been formed at Blyth. Mr. Weightman, 
the Sunderland delegate, was added to the sub-committee, 
tne secretary then proposed that Mr. Foote be requested to 
give another date for a tour in the district before the season 
closed, which, being seconded by Mr. Peacock, was carried. 
Mr. Bowen moved, and Mr. Weightman seconded, “  That we 
engage Mr. 0. J. Hunt for a tour extending from April 1 to 
~Pril 1 3 ” ; carried. It was then decided that the summer 
P'onic be held this year at South Shields. A discussion then 
°ok place on the “  Bradlaugh Memorial Fund,”  when the 

."lowing resolution was unanimously carried :— “  That we, 
c® delegates of the North-Eastern Secular Federation, 

pPProve of the action taken by Mr. Foote as regards the 
radlangh Memorial scheme, and recommend the Branches 
the Federation to give him their support.”  Mr. Peacock 

^°jVed, and Mr. Weatherburn seconded, a vote of condolence 
sympathy with Mrs. Bonner on her great bereavement 

T h °n ^  ker illustrious father, Mr. Bradlaugh.
® Louncil also decided to urge on the Branches the desira- 

uty of encouraging local talent through the interchange of 
ctures and papers among the Branches.— J oseph  B ro w n , 
®n. Secretary, 86 Durham-streot, Bentinck, Newcastle-on­

line.

OBITUARY.
Prof. PI D. Garrison, of Chicago, chemist and astronomer, 

died on Monday, Feb. 23. The funeral took place on thefr.ll- • — ---foil
Coll,owing Thursday. The pall-bearers were selected from the

l®ge of pharmacy. Prof. Bastian spoke over the grave, 
Praising Garrison as a stalwart Freethinker, and one who, 

ad he lived in the days of Bruno, would not have flinched 
*rcm the martyr’s pyre. The writer of this notice met Prof, 
p r is o n  in London in 1878, and was struck by his singular 
Mixture of manliness and modesty.

( ! )  Q HOW TO HELP US.
your newsagent to exhibit tho Freethinker in the

(2) Ge^ lndow.
your newsagent to tako a few copies of the Freethinker 

try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies
(3) T a k * ren,a' n lln8°ld-' 6 an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
(4) Digacfluaintances.

P‘ay, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which 
r,® of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Porder

(5) ^ Vl 8eud them on application.
vo a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, 

(8) jjj . ® oar, or the omnibus.
r“ 'ute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at 

Public meetings, or among the audiences around street- 
oorner preachers.

tJVbtic S U N D A Y  M E E T I N G S .
e* 0/ Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

to marked “  Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]
Bali-, t. LONDON.

Mr. j  v, Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green Road, N.: 7, 
Bau»‘ <l°PP0Ck, F.C.S., “ Fifty Years of Science.”

Mr. 'Vy rTsea secular.Hall (back of Battersea Bark Station): 7.30, 
s°ciai R a m s e y ,  « Wlio is the King of Glory?” Monday, at 8, 
ReforS-^Mng. Wednesday,at 8, Mr. T. Bolas (Fabian), “ Social 
8°ciai pk Thursday, at 8, committee meeting. Good Friday, 

Beth b inS-
166 Bp??! Green Branch N. 8. S.—“ The Monarch ”  Coffee House, 
discus,; Dal Green Eoad, E .: 7.30, a lecture. Admission free, 

Camb0n chall<mged.
"  Scent; rweU—61 New Church Eoad, S.E.: 7.30, Mr. H. Snell,

Ball niS?  .and Pessimism.”
" Christ; . ? cience. 142 Old Street, E.C.: 7, Mr. G. W. Foote, 

Ba.tornprity-i\nci Bolitical Progress.”
• unersmith — Hammersmith Club, Grove House, x The

Grove, Broadway ; Tuesday at a, del ate between Mr. 0. J. Hunt 
and Mb. W. .Dfrafce on “ Is Materialism Philosophically and 
Scientifically- True?”

Leyton — Mr. Beadle’s, 10 Daisey Yillas, Manor Road: 7, 
Mr. W. Jenkinson, “  Life ofConfuciusT

Milton Had, Kentish Town Eoad, N.W .: 7, Orbhestral Band; 
7.30 Felix Volkhovtky,' “ Personal Experiences of a Sib rian 
Exile’s Sufferings.”  Monday, at 8.30. social meeting. Tuesday, 
at 8, singing and dramatic classes (practice).

West Ilam—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistov : 7, Mrs. 
Thornton Smith, “  The Evolution f Conscience.”  Good Friday, 
at 7, concert and dance (tickets 6d. eadi).

West London—8 Norland Eoad North : 8, Mutual Improve, 
ment Class, Mr. J. 6. Astbury, “  Do the Phenomena of Spiritism 
Prove After-existence?”

Westminster Liberal and Radical Club, Chapter Street: 7, 
Mr. F. Haslam, “  The Reformation: What we have Gained and 
Lost by it.”

OPEN-AIE PROPAGANDA.
Battersea Park Gates: 11.15, Mr. W. J. Ramsey, “ What - oust 

it be lo be there p”
Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 3.30, Mr. A. T. Dipper,

“  Secularism and Social Reform.”
Hyde Park, near Marble Arch : 11.30, Mr. A. T. Dipper,

“  Secularism and Theology.”
Tottenham — Corner of West Green Road: 3.30, Mr. Sam 

Stand ring, “  Secular Education.”
Wood Green—Jolly Butcher’s Hill: 11.30, Mr. Sam Standring,

“  The Tottenham School Board.”
CODNTRY.

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge Street: 
7, Mr. A. Bevan, “  Real Reforms and Real Reformers.”

Bradford—Large Room, Albert Buildings (bottom of Horton 
Road) : Mr. John Grange, 3, “ A  Reply to the Rev. Dr. Anderson’s 
‘ Scientific Theism’ ” ; 6 30, “ Religion and Morality: a Retro- 
spect.”

Crook—35 Gladstone Terrace, Sunniside, Tow Law : 6.30, a 
reading by Mr I. Roos.

Glasgow—Albion Hall, College Street: 12 noon, debating class, 
Mr. D. G. Lindsay, “  Studies from Schopenhauer ” ; 6.30, Mr. 
Law ie (Edinburgh), “  The Bible: what is it ?”

Leeds — Crampton’s Hotel: 7, Mrs. Agnes Sunley, “ Robert 
Burns.”

Liverpool—Camden Hall, Camden Street: 11, T ontin-Society; 
3, discussion class, Mr. Ellis, “ Scbopenhauer and Christianity” ; 
7, Mr. Gowla id, “ Can Materialism Solve all the Problems of 
Man’s Existence ?” A

Manchester N. S. S., Secular Hall, Rusholme Road, Oxford 
Road, All Saints’ : Mr. John M. Robertson, 11, “  An Impeachment 
of Christian Morality” ; 6.30, “ Christianity and the Social 
Question.”  Wednesday, at 8, dancing (admission sixpence).

Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch N. S. S. — 4 Hall’s Court, Newgate 
Street: 10, meeting of Sunday Music League; 3, monthly financial 
meeting (in preference to March 29), and to make definite arrange­
ments for Good Friday social gathering. Debating Society -. 7.30, 
Mr. Dawson, «  Atheism and God.”

Nottingham — Secular Hall, Beck Street: 7, debate between 
Mr. J. Hooper and Mr. W. Shepherd, on “ Are the Principles of 
Christianity Calculated to Benefit the World ?”  (concluded).

Oldham — Hall of Science, Horsedge Street: Mr. Robert 
Law, F G.S., 3, “ What is Light, Heat, and Color, and from Whence 
are they Derived ?” ; 6.30, « Man’s Great Antiquity.”

Ox H ill—J. Errington’s, “ Ox Inn” : 6.30, important business, 
meeting.

Plymouth—100 Union Street: 7, adjourned lecture by Mr 
Proctor on “  India.”

Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea: 
3, debating class, Mr. Orion, “  Socialism : what it is and what it 
is n ot” ; 7, Mr. Wood (secretary of Vegetarian Society), “ Would 
Vegetarianism, if Adopted, have an Immediate Effect upon the 
Present Poverty ?”

Reading—Forester’s Hall, West Street: Mrs. Louisa Samsom, 
3, « Capital Punishment: should it be Abolished ?”  ; 7, “  Life and 
Work of Charles Bradlaugh.”

Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham Street: 7, musical and 
other recitals, singing, etc., by lady and gentleman friends.

Spennymoor—Victoria Hall, Dundas Street: 6, Mr. J. Rothery, 
a reading.

Sunderland — Albert Rooms, Coronation Street: 7, Mr. W. Bj 
Stansell will lecturej

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Nottingham—Sneinton Market: 11. Mr. Lord will lecture.

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N T S .
Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon Road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E. 

—March 29, Camberwell. April 5, morning, Westminster; even, 
ing, Woolwich. May 3, morning, Clerkenwell; evening, Wool, 
w ick; 17, morning, Westminster; evening, Woolwich.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley Road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W —  
March 22, W oolwich; 2-1, Hammersmith Club; 29, Leeds. March 
30 to April 14, Tour in North of England. April 19, Kilburn; 
26, morning, Hyde P.irk; evening, Woolwich. May 3, morning, 
Kingsland Green ; afternoon,Regent s Park; 10, morning, Pimlico ; 
evening, Kilburn; 17, morning, Clerkenwell; evening,Battersea; 
24, morning, Hyde Park; evening, Hammersmith; 31, morning,
Camberwell; evening, Lambeth.______ * il.

Toleman-Garnkr, a ueyworth Road, Stratford, London, E.—
March 29, R e a d in g ._____________________ ____________________

il. Smith, 3 Breck Place, Breck Road, EvertonBoad, Liverpool. 
—March 29, Liverpool. April 12, Liverpool. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

STANt4tr~JoNES, 3 Leta Street, City Road, Liverpool— March 22» 
Nelson; 29, Sheffield. April 19, Liverpool. May 10, Manchester- 
gept. 6, Liverpool.
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J. W. GOTT,
36 YILLIERS ST., BRADFORD, YORKS,

J. W. G. Has a large and well-selected stock of New Spring Goods in

WORSTED COATINGS, SERGES,
FANCY TROUSERINGS, SCOTCH &  IRISH TW EEDS

And will be glad to forward Patterns (pose free) to any address upon
application.

EfifAny length cut. Terms, Cash with order.
Money returned for all goods not approved.

THE “ FREETHINKER” IFOR SALE! 
SET COMPLETE,

1881 to 1885 (inclusive) bound, rest up 
to date, unbound, £2.

Also several Pamphlets, etc., by “  Iconoclast 
and Austin Holyoake, with one copy o* 

Reasoner for 1860. 3s. 6d. post free.
COLONNA DRENON, 111 GAISFORD STREET, 

LONDON, N. W.

A  YOUNG LADY wants a Situation in a Free­
thinker’s family, as Governess ; certificated 

teacher; thorough English, Frenoh, German, music* 
and Drawing. Apply by letter to M. R., care of Mr. 
Ward, 1 Green Lanes, London, N.
•RACK 
J-> Sale

_  NUMBERS OF “ FREETHINKER”  fof 
Sale, good condition. Nos. 1, 2, 5, 6, 7. 9, l2; 

14, 18, 20, 21, and up to 310. Eleven “  Nation»1 
Reformers ” for 1882. What offers ? Fred Stott, SO 
Ebor Street, Horton Lane, Bradford, Yorks.

SALVATION SYRUP
OE

LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND
A  R E P L Y  TO

GENERAL BOOTH.
BY

PR IC E  TW OPENCE.
G. W.  F O O T E .

For Distribution— One Dozen, Eight eenpenee ;  Postage Sd.
P R IC E  TW OPENCE.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz , post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directed 
envelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

M E D IC A L  ESSA YS. V oi.I.
By Dr. T. E ALLINSON,

4 Span ish  I’ i.ace , Manchester  Sq u a re , L ondon. W 
Of the Author, for P stal Order for 1* 2d.

It contains Artioliis on: Manogeim»ni of Infancy; 
HeaDh ; Longevity; The Teeth ; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question: Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing: 
Li&ht; Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema ; Black- 
Jieads afld Pimples ; Nervousness ; Coughs and Colds; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worm»; Long 
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, Ac.

M E D IC A L  ESSAYS. V ol II.
Of the Author, for Postal Order for lx. 2d. 

Containing Articles on : The Healing Power of 
Nature,' Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health ; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; Tho Beef Tea 
Delusion; Balt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
Tho Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness; Want of Energy, &c.; Health Hints for Workers, 
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the 
Thtu ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of 
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessnesa, Di­
arrhoea, Ulcerated Logs, Tumours, Ac.

M E D IC A L  ESSAYS- V ol. U I.
Post free/rom  the A utkor f o r  postal order for Is. 2d 

It contain* Articles on Health and Wealth; No 
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, 
and How to Get It; The Management of Young 
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast 
lug ; Perfect Foods; Green Foods, Suppers; Un. 
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration ; 
Sea Bathing, Ac. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat 

it; to Judge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe 
Properly; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; I Live: to 
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to 
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause »nd 
Cure of the iol.owing Diseases: Stomach Troubles, 
Flatulence, Bleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boila and 
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens. Hay 
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis­
eases Produced by taxing Mercury.

No House is Complete without these Works. 
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which 

Volume you require.
OE, THE ¿N LY 1 RATIONAL^VVAf OF^VltEATING 

D ISB A R
Everybody likes i' /ho reads it.

Of the Author, for Po$tcU.order for If. 1 d.
R H E U M A T IS M ; IT S  C A U S E  AND CURE

l  ost free seven stamps.
PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN;

Post free 13 stamps.

OTANTON, the People’ s Dentist, 835 Strand (oppo 
O  site-Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE 
2s. 6d. ©acn, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, ts. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hour» 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If ycu pay more than the above they aro fancy 
cbirg©«. Teeth on platinum, 7s. «d. each; on 18c.

j lt ed, extraction, to. painless

THE

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
CATECHISM EXAMINED.

BY
J E R E M Y  B E N T  HAM . 

With a Biographical Preface by 
J. M. WHEELER. 

PRICE ONE SHILLING.

UTILITARIANISM.
BY

J E R E M T  BEN TH AM .
P R I C E  T H R E E P E N C E .

" A  place must be assigned to Bentham 
■imong the masters of wisdom.” —J. S. Mill.

“ A man of first-rate genius.” —Edward
D icey.

“ it is impossible to know Bentham with- 
out admiring and revering him.” —Sir 
Samuel R omilly.

« Everything that comes from the pen or 
from the mind of Mr. Bentham is entitled 
to profound regard.” — James M ill.

“ He found jurisprudence a gibberish and 
left it a science.” —M acaulay.

THE ESSENCE [U 
OF RELIGION

GOD THE IMAGE OF MAN 
MAN’S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE 
THE LAST AND ONLY SOURCE OF 

RELIGION.
By LUDWIG FEUERBACH.

“ No one has demonstrated and explained 
che purely human origin of the idea of God 
'letter than Ludwig Feuerbach.” —Buchner.

“ I confess that to Feuerbach I owe a 
lebt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling 
about in uncertainty for the ground, and 
finding everywhere shifting sands, Feuer. 
bach cast a sudden blaze in the darkness 
and disclosed to me the way,”—Rev. S. 
Baring-Qould.

Is the Bible Inspired?
A  Criticism of “  Lux Mundi ”

By G. W. FOOTE.
Reprinted, with large additions, from the 

“  Freethinker.”
Prwe hi. sasA dear itjpa. Price-Id.

THE FU TILITY OF PECUNIARY 
THRIFT,

An important argument respecting general
well-being. ,

Social Control o f the Birth-rate an® 
Endowment o f Mothers.

A suggested Practical Solution of the Population 
Problem.

Two pamphlets by G. A. Gaskell. 
Twopence each. Twopenoe-halfpenny post. fr#* 

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.O.
rj_OD IS LOVE: IS IT TRUE? Price 2d. W 

Conrad Naewiger. “  Written vigorously.""I 
Freethinker. “ Shows bo much merit.”—Nation»1 
Reformer. “ Effective propagandist pamphlet.” ' '  
Agnostic Journal. Publisher, Forder, 28 Stonecutto* 
Street, London.

TO MARRIED PEOPLE. „
AN Illustrated List of Malthusian Specialities

be forwarded per return of post on receipt ol 
one penny stamp. Davies, Chemist, 101 Park Laue' 
Leeds.

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “  Law of Population,” p. 32, ft*1* 
“  Wife’s Handbook,”  p. 51.

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 Chad' 
well Street, Clerkenwell, . .

2s. doz., post free (reduction in larger quantit*^/' 
For particulars send stamped envelope. H iggin^o11 
Syringe with vertical and reverse current, 3s.
4s. Gd. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrov s Powdor. Is- . J 
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Maltbusi** 
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of Pop0*' 
tion”  and “ Wife’s Handbook,”  7Jd. each, post 
—W. J. Rendell (J. Pullen, successor), 15 Chad^ 
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.-  —

rpHE STRIKE OF A SEX: or, Woman on Str»K?
_ Agair st the Male Sex for Better Condition* 

Life (a Nove') sh. uld be read by every adult, j  ^ 
most advanced book ever published. Sent posf
on receipt of eight penny stamps by W. H. Reyn01 
Publisher, New Cross, London, S.E,

POPULATION LIMITATION.—Practical in»lU f 
tiOTlfl. Allhntt. Ranunf Owat, ; \ .lions. Allbutt, Besant, Owen, Knowlton 5 ,g. 

each; lists Id .; al post free. Fishkr, KoburgT^^-

ISSOCIflUSMSOUND?
Verbatim Report o f Four Nights’ DdA* 

between
ANNIE BESANT

AND
G. W. FOOTE.

P R IC E  ONE SH ILLIN G . . . .  
Superior Edition, in Cloth, Two S h u off.

The Impossible Creed*
An Open Letter to the 

BISHOP OF PE1EUBOROUH.
By G. W. FOOTE.

Price Twopence. Price Twop -

Printed and Pnblinhed by G. W- PooTtf.KÍ 
3N Steificettarirtrect, h»»/«*, A.«/


