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REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH.
By G. W. Foote.

(Continued.)

After tbe Birmingham meeting,
founded the Republican League, of which Mr.
Bradlaugh became president, and | secretary, he
visited Spain on private business, taking with him a
Message from the Conference to Senor Castelar, the
loading spirit of the short-Kved Spanish Republic.
~remember writing out the message in a clear, bold
hand, and addressing the foolscap envelope in the
®\ie way. When Mr. Bradlaugh fell among the
Larlists he cursed my caligraphy. Happily, however,
Ihe officer who scrutinised that envelope could not
rcad at all, and Mr. Bradlaugh escaped the conse-
guences of being known to carry about letters
addressed to the devilish Castelar.

Luring Mr. Bradlaugh's first visit to America |
~as a frequent contributor to his journal, and |
corresponded with him privately. | went down to
Northampton and delivered a lecture at his request,
uudcr the auspices of his electoral committee. The
pld theatre—a dirty, ramshackle place as | recollect
R—was crowded, and | had my first taste of the
Popularity of Mr. Bradlaugh in the borough. Every
Mention of his name excited the wildest enthusiasm.

While Mr. Bradlaugh was lecturing in the States
? general election took place in England. It was
Impossible for him to return in time, but his friends
ooked after his interests. A committee was formed

Hall of Science to raise the necessary funds,
am t r Carles Watts and | went down to North-
doo On con”ucf Bie election. We addressed out-
, L. Meetings in the day, and crowded indoor
> e,jngs at night. Again | saw what a hold Mr.

at which was

s kad on his Northampton followers. They

udth ,, raHaugh f°r Northampton” in the Circus

hillo} ~le ferTOr °f_Scotch Covenanters on their
sides “ rolliieg thE FEam £ wirtry giiés: -

9, —= natts and | did not win the seat for Mr.

bil ~ u»L Nor did he win it himself at the next

®oction. But we managed to increase his vote, and

0 expressed his pleasure at the result.

boon after the election Mr. Bradlaugh returned to
J *t°**  Hr. Watts and | went down with him to
x or ampton. There was acrowded public meeting,
I believe m the Circus; and | saw Mr. Bradlaugh,
01 the first time, in the presence of his future con-

i uents - hey were simply intoxicated with excite-
ment. The shouts Of *“ Bradlaugh” and “ Charley”
in°tu n handkerchiefs were waved
its?6air- “multitude rose to its feet and gave

£ ¢ *°,asplendid welcome. Then we settled down

tame @ mnkingr’ butif | trat followed was somewhat
Béﬂﬂlgl%e\;moﬁfwr that first Slomous outburst of

theh®fne5t election came quickly.

and M U?,
ip

It resulted in

°f a Tory maj°rity f°r Benjamin Disraeli,
. ir- Gladstone went off to sulk in his tent. Two

es wore returned for Radical Northampton.
No. sox.e
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Bradlaugh let them in. He was determined to have
one of the Northampton seats. To get it he had to
make himself inevitable. He had to prove that if
Northampton wanted two Liberal members, one of
them must be Charles Bradlaugh. It took him
thirteen years to demonstrate this, but he succeeded,
as he succeeded in most things. At last, in 1880,
he ran as official Liberal candidate with Mr. Labou-
chere, and both were returned.

| assisted Mr. Bradlaugh during his second (1874)
election. It was then that | first saw Mrs. Besant. She
had not yet taken to the platform, but she was
writing for the National Reformer, and her pen was
active during the contest. Mr. Watts was also there.
Another figure | remember was Mr. George Odger,
who labored among the Trade Unionists of North-
ampton in Mr. Bradlaugh's interest. George Odger
was one of the ablest of all the working-class leaders |
have ever met. He came from my own county,
Devonshire, being born at Horrabridge, on the road
between Plymouth and Tavistock. He was honest
to the heart's core, as well as very able, but he was
incurably indolent. You never could be sure of him
at a public meeting. He had to be looked up before-
hand, or he might forget the engagement and spend
his time more agreeably. He was passionately fond of
the theatre, and could talk by the hour on famous per-
formances of old actors and actresses. During the
daytime at Northampton | had long chats with him.
He objected to fine hotels, and he objected to walking;
so | had to sit with him in the garden of a semi-rural
public-house, where our conversation was altogether
out of proportion to our liquor. Odger liked beer;
not much of it, but just enough ; it suited his palate
and his purse; and as | drank next to nothing, the
landlord must have thought us unprofitable cus-
tomers.

Mr. Bradlaugh had rooms at the George Hotel. It
was the Tory house, but he preferred it, and Mrs.
Besant, Mr. Watts, and the rest of us, fed and slept
there during the election. This gave rise to a good
deal of silly talk among Mr. Bradlaugh’'s enemies.
One evening we were returning from a Town Hall
meeting, and the Tories had been holding a small
meeting at the “ George.” As we reached the foot
of the stairs, we encountered a knot of Tories. One
of them was Mr. Merewether, the Tory candidate.
He was nearly of the same height as Mr. Bradlaugh,
and well built. His friends were holding him back,
but he broke from them, exclaiming, “ Hang it! 1|
will have a look at him.” He stood at the very foot
of the staircase and looked hard at Mr. Bradlaugh
ascending. His expression was one of good-tempered
insolence. After along look at Mr. Bradlaugh, he
returned to his friends, shouting, “ Well, I'm
damned if he’s as bad-looking as | thought.”

I left Northampton before the close of the poll.
Mr. Bradlaugh was leaving the same night for
America, having barely time to catch the boat at

Liverpool. | drove round with him before leaving,
on a visit to some of the polling stations. He
' jhad paid mo a modest sum for my services, but
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he found he had hardly enough to take him a”™ro8s
the Atlantic, and he #sked me to d$nd him Vijjpt
money | had. 1 fished seven or nine pounds opt
of my pocket—I forget which—and handed it do
him. It was paid hack to me by his order a few
weeks subsequently; and the incident would not be
worth mentioning if it did not throw a light on the
libellous nonsense of Mr. Bradlaugh's enemies that
he was rolling in wealth.
{To be concluded.)

JOHN WESLEY.

John W estey, the centenary of whose death is about
to be held throughout the Wesleyan world, and a
statue to whom, opposite his residence in the City-
road, will be unveiled on Monday, March 2, has
certainly claims on the memory of those who call
themselves after his name. Though he did not seek
to establish a new sect and denounced as guilty of
the sin of Korah those who dissented from the Church
of England, he was yet the means of starting a body
which in America, at least, outvies the Church of
England in its number. His own testimony was
that “ if the Methodists left the Church, God would
leave them.” But the logic of circumstances was
stronger than that of John Wesley. He was the
most distinguished revivalist, not only of his own
time, but of Protestant Christianity, and results of
the work which he did remain in every portion of
the globe. Yet we cannot class John Wesley among
the really great men of the world. He had abundant
faith and energy, but his devotion was that of a
narrow mind. He brought great force to work in a
well-worn groove. He roused more than any man of
his time the dormant instinct of superstition, and
although he sought to direct it into moral channels,
he opened up no new path of progress and removed
no old obstruction.

To save his own soul seems to have been the groat
—shall we not rather say the contemptible—object
of his solicitude. This he hoped to achieve by a
rigorous routine of systematic duty and self-abnega-
tion. Descended from a pious family, embued in
youth with Puritanism, he made Methodists because
he was first a Methodist himself, and he made
Methodism superstitious because he was himself
saturated with superstition.

Born in 1703, and dying in 1791, he represents the
reaction against the Age of Reason which set in with
the eighteenth century. Early in life he was saved
from a fire at his father's rectory, and the Wesleyans
are therefore fond of speaking of him as “ a brand
plucked from the burning.” But there was another
incident which influenced his mind yet more power-
fully. The Wesleys had a family ghost, “ Old
Jeffrey,” so called from a suicide whose perturbed
spirit it was supposed to be. In vain his father, the
Rev. Samuel Wesley, exorcised it in the name of
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. “ OIld Jeffrey ” only
treated him the worse, until at length its manifesta-
tions ceased as unaccountably as they began. The
story was narrated by John Wesley himself in the
Arminian Magazine. He devoutly believed in the
reality of the apparition, and his views were largely
affected by it. In his twentieth year he gravely
wrote of a lad in Ireland, who ever and anon was
taken up into th ..clouds. He stoutly contended that
demoniacs still existed, and that the days of miracles
were not over. He said of himself, “ | have been
preternaturally restored more than ten times.” When
his horses ran away with him jn 1774, he says: “ |
am persuaded that both evil and good angels had a
large share in this transaction; how large we do not
know now, but wo shall know hereafter.” When a
landslip occurred at Whiston CIiff, Yorkshire, he
declared it was not produced by “ any merely natural
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cause, fire, water, or air, but tjy ,£iod himself,” to
impress the nobility and gentey Who 'tfisorted there.
A 'storm that burst over his chapel at Bristol in 1783
could no.t-be accounted for “ without supposing some
preternatural influence. Satan fought lest his
kingdom shopld be delivered up.” Judgments fell
on all the opponents of Methodism. Clergymen who
preached against him were struck dead like Ananias,
and the wig flew off the head of a Justice of the
Peace who ventured to censure him. Wesley’'s own
journals contain proof that his great revival spread
by an organised system of religious terrorism. He
and his coadjutors fairly frightened their hearers into
nervous diseases which prostrated their powers of
mind and body. His journals are full of such entries
as this :

“June 5, 1772.— In the evening we wrestled with God for
an enlargement of his work. As we were concluding, an
eminent backslider came strangely into my mind, and | broke
outabruptly : ‘Lord is Saul among the prophets ? Is Jam«5
Watson here? If he be, show thy power 1' Down dropped
James Watson like a stone, and began crying aloud for
mercy.”

The temptation to cite from Wesley’s journals is
strong, for they conclusively show the unbounded
credulity of the man. Yet one more extract must
suffice.

“ May 25, 1768.— It is true that the English in general
and, indeed, most of the men of learning in Europe, hav®
given up all account of witches and apparitions as old wives
fabbs. | am sorry for it; and | willingly take this oppor*
tunity of entering my solemn protest against this violent
compliment which so many that believe the Bible pay t®
those who do not believe it. 1 owe them no such service.
| take knowledge these are at the bottom of the outcry that
has been raised, and with such insolence spread throughout
the nation, in direct op .osition, not only to the Bible, but t°
the suffrage of the wisest and best men in all ages and
nations. They well know (whether Christians do or not)
that the giving up witchcraft is in effect giving up the Bible-

He decided his own perplexities by the lot, of
turning up hap-hazard a verse in the Bible. He did
not allow it to be possible that a good man could
disbelieve in Christianity. David Hume he called
“ the most insolent despiser of truth and virtue that
ever appeared in the world.” He was a bitted
opponent of Wilkes and the English reformers. A9
fervently as he believed in the Bible saying, “ tho"
shalt not suffer a witch to live,” did he believe that
“ the powers that be are ordained of God.” Hj
spoke and wrote against tho American “ rebels
daring to assert their independence. In his Addres}
to American Colonies he says:

“ If your ancestors were subjects, they acknowledged 9
sovereign ; if they had a right to English privileges, HUf
were accountable to English laws, and had ceded to king a®
Parliament the power of disposing, without their consent,
both their lives, liberties, and properties.”

Ho tells them their calamities will never be moved
till they “ fear God and honor the king.” Contr»9
with the labors of John Wesley those of Thodd
Paine, whose whole life was an attempt to emancip”
his fellows from ancient bondage. A weak point
Wesley’s system, if not in his character, appears
the rules of the Kingswood School for the children 0
preachers. It was a fundamental rule that the
were allowed no play. *“ He who plays when a cbua
will play when a man” was his dictum.

As Mr. Froude said of Henry VIII., “ in his rJg
tions with women he seemed to bo under a
necessity of mistake.” Impelled by the mission®
spirit he went to Georgia, and fell deeply in
with a Miss Sophia Hopkey. But tho will of ®
Lord was against the match, and soon after he refu®. e
her the sacrament when she presented herself uf i
altar, a proceeding which led to his being drived 0
of Georgia. In 1746 he expressed himselfin an ¥
biographical hymn—
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I have no sharer of my heart
To rob my Savior of a part
And desecrate the whole.
Only betrothed to Christ am I,
And wait his coming from the sky
To wed my happy soul.

But in 1749 the Lord willed that he should engage
himself to a young widow, Mrs. Grace Murray, but
lady coquetted with amd eventually—much to
Wesley's disgust—married one of his lay preachers.
Undeterred by this disaster, in 1751, Wesley—after
consulting the Lord—ventured on marriage with a
~idow with four children and an independent fortune,
wYe marriage was a most unhappy one. The Lord
Wbs always pulling one way and Xantippe Wesley
Mother. When, after much jealousy and wretched-
ness, over his fondness for and attention to one Sarah
*yan, she left him, he piously said that as he had not
Sent her away neither would he call her back.
While the Christian world is engaged in extolling
lesley as a prodigy of all that is excellent, we have
it our duty to point to certain deductions that
~nst be made. But let us fully acknowledge there
Waa much that was admirable in the man. He was
anindefatigable worker. For single-hearted devotion
e cannot be surpassed. His long life is a continuous
l'ecord of labor. Rising at four in the morning,
Ivmg temperately, and toiling incessantly, where he
Pnt his hand to the plough, he never once looked
ack. *The intrepidity with which he encountered
APP°sition compels our respect. Buckle called him
he first of theological statesmen.” The spread
jj- a Presperity of his sect bear witness not only to
W T /' kut to his great powers of organisation.
ould that there were many who devoted to the task
* promulgating Freethought the ardor and tireless
ctivity devoted to the service of superstition by
'‘John Wesley. J. M. Wheeler.

AN 'INFIDEL” INTERVIEWS MOODY.

By Susan H. Wixon.

(From the “ Freethinker's ilagatine.’ )

Some tenyears ago, | was staying in Saratoga, and while there
mMoody came to town to conduct a series of meetings and pick
UP a few dollars for himself from the plethoric pockets of the
<Saratoga sinners. The meetings were held in a large church,
and Moody’s hooks were well baited to catch the sinful fish
who hovered about the delightful watering-place.

At the hotel where | stopped was a Mrs. R., who hailed
irom Boston. This lady invited me to accompany her to Mr.
X. s meeting. On the way thither she queried whether |
would talk with the great “ saver of souls” at the close of
the service.

“Yes,” | said, “ if he would talk with me, | would be glad

the opportunity/*

At the close of the service, which consisted of song-singing,
story-telling about lost souls, and victims of God’s wrath, and
the like, those who would like to remain a few moments for
conversation were told they could do so. Quite a large
number took advantage of the invitation and stayed, Mrs. R.
nnd myself among them. There was some praying by
different persons, and then Mr. Moody, who was, of course,
the central figure, suggested a period of silent supplication,
as he termed it, and said that if each person, without Christ
in his heart, should pray that he (Christ) would enter the
heart, without doubt he would do so, then and there. Here
was a test. | whispered to myself, “ Now, if Christ will
come to me, | will bid him welcome.’ | pray thee, Christ, if
thou art anywhere within hearing distance to come to me.”
Atfife did not come. The gas was turned down. It was very

The evangelist prayed, and then, by his direction, there
wis some singing, in a low, soft tone—

“ Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove,

With all thy quickning powers,
Kindle a flame of precious love
In these cold hearts of ours.”

hen another verse of the same hymn was rendered in a yet
°wer tone. It was like a melodious whisper.
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I looked around upon the curious sight. The gas was
turned low, which made the people on their knees appear
shadowy and weird-like. There was Moody, the ruling spirit
of the hour, engaged in supplicating— what ?—that Christ,
the Invisible, would become visible— that he would descend
for the express purpose of snatching some few souls from an
everlasting punishment that had been prepared by the Maker
of a Universe. He, an all-wise, all-knowing, all-comprehend-
ing being had caused a “ lake of fire and brimstone ” to exist
for the torment and destruction of the many and entertain-
ment and delight of the few !

The preparatory act being ended, Mr. M. invited all who
wished to have a little conversation with himself. | was
quick to avail myself of this opportunity. | said, “ Mr.
Moody, you have talked this evening a good deal about being
saved— what do you mean by the term ?”

“Why! to be redeemed from the wrath to come—from,
everlasting pain—from the worm that dieth not,” was hi3
reply.

“ Here or hereafter ?”

He gazed at me, and | shall always remember the quizzical
look, as if he was undecided whether | was orthodoxicaliy
ignorant or not, as he answered :

* Hereafter, of course !”

“ But, tell me how we are to be saved.”

“ How ? By belief in Jesus, who died for our sins.

“ But | do not understand how simple belief can do the
business,” said I. “ Explain, please.”

A sudden light flashed into his eyes, as he quickly remarked

“Ah! you're an Infidel. 1 thought as much. You've
been reading Infidel books. Here, Miss ------- , come and talk
with this Infidel.”

“ | beg pardon, Mr. Moody, | would prefer to talk with
you,” and | moved my seat nearer the evangelist.

“ What did you read the Infidel books for?” he inquired

sternly,

“ For information— 1 wanted to know both sides of the
question.”

“ You did, hey! If a man should write you a villainous

letter about your mother, would you read it ?” he asked.

“ Well, how would I know it to be villainous until 1 did
read it ?”
“ Do you believe in the Bible as the word of God?” he

asked abruptly.

I cannot imagine how a God could possibly write, or cause
to be written, so much that is malicious, profane, licentious,
obscene and unreliable,” | calmly answered.

“ Oh, that was simply written to show how the people
lived in the old times. But Christ brought peace and purity
in the world.”

“ Ah!” | said. * Did he not declare that he would cause
divisions in families. Did—"

Here | was interrupted by the evangelist: “ That i3 all
right. If your mother is a Christian and you an Infidel, you
ought to be separated at once!”

“ Is this Christianity ?”

“Yes. If you were a daughter of mine and read
works, | would not have you in my house a minute!
have nothing to do with such a daughter.”

I simply said | felt very thankful that | had a better father.

The evangelist continued in a somewhat vehement manner,
and contended that | was a dangerous person. “ Why,” he
said, “ you would create a rebellion in heaven in half an hour !”

This amused me, and | told him | guessed he was about
right, and it wouldn’t be the first rebellion in that much-
talked-of place, either.

* You would be cast out,” he went on, “ as Lucifer was.
You know too much—you would be telling the Almighty
what to do.”

“ 1 shouldn’t wonder,” | remarked, laughing, “ 1 think I

would be apt to nudge his Losdship occasionally, and | would
suggest keeping a quick eye upon wicked shepherds, who
delude the people, the whited sepulchres, the platters full of
dead men’s bones, the scribes, Pharisees and hypocrites, the
generation of vipers that Jesus mentioned, who used to live
on the earth and who left their descendants behind when
they died.”

Infidel
I would

(To be concluded.)

The Committee appointed by the Assembly of the Free
Church of Scotland to sit on the Confession of Faith have
decided not to tamper with that venerable document. They
have a shrewd suspicion that the more it is stirred the more
it will stink.
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THE “ DECAY OF SECULARISM'

Nothing in this world, says Ingersoll, flourishes like
a good, sound, healthy religious lie. We are not
astonished, therefore, now the Infidel Shoemaker
trick is played out, that Hugh Price Hughes, and his
cronies, Messrs. Stead and Lunn, should shout abroad
that Secularism is decaying. Happily we can afford
to laugh at them. Since the Manchester Conference,
held last Whit Sunday, the President of the National
Secular Society has signed certificates for over 600
new members, which is more than ahundred in excess
of the whole of 1889. Nor is the financial position
of the Society less flourishing. At the Executive
meeting on Wednesday evening there was a total
balance in hand of £254 16s. 6d. This is the highest
point reached since March 1887, when the Society
received a legacy (indirectly, of course) of over £100.
The normal balance at this moment is about equal to
the accidental balance of four years ago; and thisin
spite of the fact that in this year the Society has
done without an item of £63 which it enjoyed annually
for the previous ten years. It will be seen, therefore,
that Messrs. Hughes, Stead and Lunn are shouting a
silly falsehood. So far from decaying, Secularism is
showing more life and activity than ever.

ACID DROPS.

We have taken little notice of the swarm of ordinary
Christian preachers who, in alluding to Mr. Bradlaugh, have
sought to show that he became an Atheist because inju-
diciously treated when young, and that be would have ceased
to be an Atheist if only he had lived a few years longer.
Such stuff is simply incredible to anyone who knew the man.
But here is the fair-minded Unitarian Inquirer, in Recollec-
tions by one who did know him, saying “ though he was an
Atheist intellectually, he was not an Atheist morally. He
believed in righteousness, and worked for the triumph thereof.
And righteousness is God.” What playing with words is this,
and what a base implication that morally Atheism is un-
righteous, coming, too, from a writer who apparently discards
the personal deity disbelieved by Atheists.

A correspondence on the late Mr. Bradlaugh has been occu-
pying the columns of the Western Daily Press. It is wound
up by avery arrogant effusion from one John Milne, who says
“ Atheists there have been in the past who were really men
of unquestionable genius, but they were always really
ashamed of their weakness of belief.” Please give us the
names of these Atheists who wero ashamed of their Atheism,
Mr. Milne.

The Rev. Ezra Inman, a retired clergyman, of Leytonstone,
is charged with violently assaulting his housekeeper with a
flat iron. It appears he was drunk, and said he was of royal
blood. Perhaps he comes of the stock of old King David.

“ Anti-Bradlaughite ” writes from Maidstone to a Tun-
bridge Wells paper, giving a long account of a disciple of
Mr. Bradlaugh who was hung for poisoning the child of a
girl he had seduced. Of course the man’'s name and that of
the town are both concealed out of “ regard for the feelings,”
etc. etc. The same old story 1 There must be a lot of fools
in Tunbridge Wells for an editor to print a whole column of
such rubbish. -

The same paper reports a discourse on Infidelity by the
Rev. Dr. Campbell Strickland. This gentleman has discovered
that the French Involution abolished marriage. We compli-
ment him on finding what has escaped the attention of all
the historians of that period.

Last Sunday afternoon the roads about Middlesborough
were thronged with pedestrians. At the same time Newport-
road Church was partially filled by a meeting called to discuss
why working men don’t go to gospel-shops. The minister of
this particular gospel-shop, the Rev. J. Fleming Shearer,
admitted that the complaint was real. Broadly speaking, the
working classes did not go to church. What was the reason ?
Some of the speakers said it was Sunday drinking ; others
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said it was dull, foolish se'ririofas; others said it was the greed
and despotism of Christian employers; Others said it was the
indifference of the working man to Kingdom Come. But
whatever the reason was, only one speaker had a remedy
His name was Robert Robson, and it was the opinion of this
plain-speaker that “ If ministers would charge men three-
pence each to hear a sermon, and provide them with a

of beer, they would get the working men to church— their
churches would be crowded.” Perhaps it is worth a trial.

An advertiser in the Daily Telegraph is anxious to promote
Scriptural holiness in the North of London. He is as
anxious to gain assistance of a few others “ in possession of 3
clean heart.” Is this a euphemism for a full pocket ?

Captain Binger a distinguished French explorer, he
written a book on Slavery, Islamism and Christianity. E3
declares that Mohammedamism is far more successful asp
civilising medium in Africa than Christianity. Wherever it
spreads it succeeds in reforming the savage. It uproot3
cannibalism and drunkenness, defines the sexual relation3
and popularises sohools.

Similar testimony wa3 recently given in a paper read befoj3
the Egyptian Institute at Cairo by Chafik Effendi. B3
stoutly maintained that the attitude of Mohammedanis®
towards slavery was infinitely more logical and humane tliac
that of Christianity. He pointed out that Christianity, whu3
preaching a doctrine of human brotherhood, tolerated, an*
even practised, slavery. On the other hand, Islamism main
tained, as an inflexible rule, that the children of free parenj3
could never be enslaved, and that no member of the Mussul"
man Church could, under any circumstances, be reduced »
bondage. Any slave, on embracing Mohammedanism, becatfi
ipsofacto free. Practically this was found more successt‘l
than the Christian method.

A real miracle, at least in the opinion of the natives, b“3
occurred in Jerusalem at last. It is an electric light “
a new mill. The Arabs arid Jews are much puzzled by n
and keep at a respectful distance. Probably it would frightl
the twelve Apostles into fits.

By way of doing something popular for his £15,000 3
year, the Archbishop of Canterbury discoursed to 1,500 d -5
(ten pounds a piece!) at the Regent-street Polytechnic d
Sunday afternoon. Feb. 15. His Grace told them liotf ~
read the Bible properly ; that is, how to read it withe3
becoming Freethinkers. First of all he said the Bible
not a book, but a literature, which is quite true. Then &
said that this literature covered a space of 1,600 yex
“ from 1,500 B.O., to the close of the first century.”
this is a falsehood, and the speaker would never dare to
it before a meeting of scholars. He knows very well t®
there is not a scrap of the Old Teatament which can
carried back a thousand years before Christ. Ho also kx> _
that it requires hydraulic pressure to get all the New Tes'
ment documents inside the first century of the Christian

His Grace told the 1,500 men that God inspired the Bib'g,
He also told them that it improved as it went along.
a compliment to Omniscience 1

The proper way to read the Bible is to read it IB;ett*
Archbishop ; that is, to read it in a way which is per'f@c
consistent with your own interests. When “ Blessed
poor" and “ Woe unto you rich” are comparible"”.
£15,000 a year, it is very evident that the sceptic lack3
fine subtlety of the Christian mind.

®
“ Whatever Atheists, on the one hand, and doctrinaire3

the other, may say, the overwhelming majority of the ™
conformists of this country will refuse to accept purely s°c.eic
teaching.” So says the Methodist Times, and we quite be

it. But is it possible to conceive worse humbug? Oath
have as much right to have their doctrines, and Churceb g
England folk their articles, taught in public schools as
conformists have to get Bible reading and teaching. . 8
thinkers also have the same right to have their Pin~ef
taught. But the Nonconformist is deaf to the voice ot 0,
people’s rights. His theory Of religious equality is ProC«3

He insists on docking or stretching his follow citizens

o\ n size and form.

Q RUT
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Hugh Price Hughes is a nice man, and a nice man is defined
ty Swift as a man with nasty ideas. This reverend gentle-
man (Hughes, not Swift) is hot against “ immoral women”
going to theatres and music-halls. He is also sarcastic on
Mr. Ambrose Austin, who declares that after thirty-five years’
experience in London he is unable to tell whether any of the
spectators at the “ Empire” in Manchester are immoral.
Hughes has keener perceptions. He could tell you a woman'’s
character to a fraction. Nature has given him a nose for
smelling out improper females. |If he presided over the
Divorce: Court, juries and witnesses might be dispensed with.
Hughes would settle every case straight away, by the grace of
Hod and that nose.

What sweet charitable souls are the Hugh Price Hugheses
this world! How. they love to harry the unfortunate
Victims of the lust of professed Christians! *“ Immoral
Tfoioen ” must not walk the streets. They must not enter a
theatre or a music hall. They must slink away and cease to
affront the pious gentlemen who want to take their pleasure
Without seeing a woman of that sort. Oh for a Swift or a
“terne to dissect these wretched Pharisees, and hold them up
to the scorn and loathing of mankind! Those “ immoral
Women” have the same human rights as an archbishop— no
~ore and no less. They have as much right to sit in a
theatre or a music hall as Price Hughes. If they misconduct
themselves, let.them be treated accordingly ; but their
?eneral character, or what they do outside, is no concern of
anybody, least of all of Christian preachers who everlastingly
Voouth about their Savior, who was a friend rather than an
"Hemy of harlots. -
The mpresent writer was ITrecently listening to a Christian
commercial traveller in a Newcastle hotel. He was talking
a tolling preacher, who had done wonders in Liverpool.
Why” fie gapj(ufie soon filled his church. He preached
punty; and his preaching had such an effect that the police
501l began to turn the girls off the streets.” Bah! The
present writer felt ready to vomit. One man ruins a girl, or
aefps to do it, for she cannot do it by herself ; another man
preaches purity sermons against her when she is in the
Sutter ; and another man puts his hand on her shoulder in
the street and bids her “ go 1” in the name of all the other
*en who made the law. It is enough to make a sensible,
humane man sick ; enough to make him loathe the very
a&mre of Christian purity. It is not purity at all. Rather it
~minds one of Milton’s “ lust hard by hate.”

. While South America still suffers from drought, floods
i West- Virginia are causing enormous damage and much

uering. The town of Parkersberg is completely submerged
e/\'/gu iut off from all communication. He doeth all things

bei~16~ev' Juhrr Williams, of Bayswater, was charged with

InS, drunk and disorderly. He pleaded that some years

ho had a sunstroke, and was let off with a fine of 5s. and

~ I°i's expenses. Persons who have had sunstroke should

‘rom iutoxicants. Even the Lord’'s blood in the Holy
lament may set up cerebral excitement.

sy S°od story is current in Bedfordshire as to a somewhat

ita ™ .ntic parson on the Woburn estate, who, in a sermon

of ti °TInS the occasion—before he knew of the circumstances

pr ®Duke of Bedford's death—said that they were quite

to eRtiai,' as the Duke had often expressed to him his desire

iitg le suddenly. This cleric’s feelings, when hearing of the
st>may be more easily imagined than described.

ch~@0r™Mng to the Birmingham Daily Mail, at one of the
to ti,a631n that city one unpleasantness after another has led
Yerl-- deParture of churchwardens, organist, choir, and
ch "9&rS- Recently, the vicar's wife dusted and swept the
Tich. whilst her husband tolled the bell. The result
- dvetlt of one old woman, who, with the members of the
‘ household, formed the whole congregation.

had benil Cheltenham Mercury, asked if the Holy Ghost
<v?0 “piking, in St. Paul's-street. The question drew
ihen. a j hathe wrathful indignation'of some clerical gentle-
t°. @ He now explains that his words were not intended

8ays that™* d'aresPeet to their three-headed idol. He
‘the phrase is one known in almost every village in
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the land, and is frequently used, as it was by me, when a
young girl begins to develop a certain rotundity, the author
of which is not known.” We hope the explanation will satisfy
the clericals. -

The Evening News and Post charges Light, the spiritist
organ, with being in possession of facts showing the fraudu-
lent character of the “ mejum” recently exposed, but
concealing the same until after the case was taken up by the
newspapers. How is this, Dr. Moses ?

The Rev. Wm. Langley Pope, D.D., was charged before
the Newton-Abbott magistrates with brawling in church on
Sunday, Feb. 8. On that day the Rev. Henry Francis, of
Hillingdon, was administering the sacrament. Dr. Pope took
bread, and, to everyone's astonishment, returned to his pew.
He went back to the communion rail, however, and attempted
to wrest the chalice from Mr. Francis. After a short struggle
Dr. Pope gained possession of the vessel, and, standing with
his back to the people, drank some of the wine. He then
handed the cup back to the officiating clergyman, and said,
“ You are not a Christian, and'are unfit to administer the
sacrament.” The doctor then walked to his pew, and stood
gesticulating with his Bible during the remainder of the
sermon. He was let off with a fine of £2.

According to T. Taplet Short, the ministerial secretary of
the Wesleyan Committee of Privileges, a parson in the
Eastern Counties, when a noncomformist funeral took place,
gave instructions to the sexton “ not to. toll the bell but to
charge for it all the same.” The incident displays the
attitude taken by many of the clergy towards the Burials Act
of 1880. -

The Daily News says : “ Religion and war go hand in hand
in Russia. At the opening of the new works for the manu-
facture of smokeless powder, beside the famous gunpowder
works at Ochta, near St. Petersburg, the parish priest blessed
the machinery, which was thereupon' set to work, and pro-
duced eight poods of this new powder.”

The late Mr. Sharman seems to have a worthy successor in
the Unitarian pulpit at Preston. Referring to the long hours
of the men employed by the municipality, this gentleman (the
Rev. R. S. Clarke) said in 1889 we, as a people, contributed
£1,300,000 to foreign missions. He thought it time a
mission was started to convert Christians to humanity, and
instead of holding meetings in support of missions to the
heathen, it would be wise to hold them for the purpose of
sending missionaries to convert Preston to decency and
common sense.

The power of prayer and the efficacy of the Holy Ghost
were strikingly exhibited in the case of the dispute between
John Wesley and George Whitefield. Both earnest men of
Christian faith and exemplary Msthodists—the one held that
the Bible taught the doctrines of Arminius, the other that its
teaching was the entirely antagonistic view of Calvin. Both
studied the sacred scriptures, and prayed earnestly that they
might have divine guidance and co-operate in preaching the
same truth, and both believed that they had received this
divine assurance. Yet both differed to the end of their lives.
Whitefield declared that Wesley made the Gospel of none
effect, and Wesley declared that “ Calvinism had been the
grand hindrance of the work of God.”

The reason why clergymen live to be seventy years of age
on the average, says the New York Herald, is that they have
an annual attack of bronchitis, which can only be cured by
a tour through Europe— expenses paid.

The Catholic journals take the trouble to deny a statement
made in Cassell’'s Family Magazine, to the effect that some
relics of Judas Iscariot were preserved at Milan. The Arch-
bishop of Milan not only denies this, but says that “ it would
be contrary to our religion.” Why so? Judas lIscariot was
the instrument of bringing, about the scheme of Christ's
redemption. One would think alook of his hair, or the thirty
pieces of silver, or the rope with which he hanged himself
(according' to Matthew), or the belt through which his bowels
gushed (according to the Acts of the Apostles), or the waggon
wbeeii which crushed him to death (according to Papias),
or~ht to be almost as interesting to Christians as the knife
which circumcised their savior.
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D’Arvieux, a French traveller, attributes, wrongly, an”extra-
ordinary hind of Atheism to the mysterious sect of Druses in
Syria. “ They acknowledge,” he says, “ that there was a
God once, but they affirm that after he created heaven and
earth he was blown away by a high wind, which carried him
so far off that he has never been heard of since. Thus are
they said to account for the absence of divine government in
human affairs.” This is a pious opinion which should com-
mend itself to those good Theists who, while contending
there is a God, yet admit the world goes on exactly as if he
had evaporated. o

Some modern Theosophists hold an opinion no less whim-
sical, but directly the reverse of that attributed to the Druses.
They believe that at present there is no God, only Dhyani
Chohans, Mahatmas and Pitris, who were once human beings,
and are now on their road towards godhood. In especial,
they are usually found to believe that they are themselves
germ godlings with a good deal of the infallibility of the
omnipotent.

Poor Colonel Olcott, who had the control of the well-
worked Indian section of Theosophists handed over to him,
seems not altogether at ease. It appears from the Madras
Times of Dec. 28 the “ President Founder” wishes to nand
over the presidency to be directed by commissioners, at any
rate for a time. He is reported as saying: “ So far as he
was concerned, he would feel himself justified in ceasing, at
his old age, to waste energy and trouble in endeavoring to
keep the Indian branches up to their work with the wretched
help he received from them of late. Friendly words and
smooth compliments he had received always, but nothing
beyond that.” -

Prof. Blackie finds that piety is declining in Scotland,
owing to a superfluity, and consequent vulgarisation, of
preaching. He has a plan to reform, it altogether by having
only one sermon per Sunday in each church; a union
of pulpits taking preachers in rotation ; and an order of
preachers composed of pulpit orators, without special parish
work.

Catholic firms vie with each other as to the smallest size
into which they can compress their portable deity. One well-
known establishment advertise that they sell in a box Sin. by
Sin., with a depth of 17 inches, crucifix, candles, holy oil
and all necessary to administer either the sacrament or last
unction. Of course the candles need more space than the
Infinite Deity. -

A toy shop in the Edgware-road has a mechanical toy,
evidently of French construction, exhibiting the story of
Jonah and the whale. There is the sea, the whale, and the
doll prophet. You drop a penny in the slot, and the whale
opens his jaws and Jonah is thrown inside. After time for a
prayer, the prophet is ejected again.

Mr. Gladstone, speaking at the opening of a Free Library
in St. Martin’s.lane, said “ Christianity was the parent of
philanthropy.” The phrase is a part of the common stock
of Christian clap-trap. But Mr. Gladstone is a Greek scholar.
He knows that the word philanthropy was used by Plato, and
that the virtue so designated was in existence three hundred
years before Christ. Will he kindly give a few thousand
words to explain his meaning ?

Present Truth takes the true Christian attitude in regard
to miracles. It says “ the miracles of the Bible are not to be
explained, but believed.” The ministers who try to explain
the miracles usually end in explaining them away, while
holding on to the most astounding miracles, the belief in a
God and the divinity of their own religion.

Mr. Craven, M.P., Las put a pertinent question to Sir J.
Mowbray. He asks him as an Ecclesiastical Commissioner
whether it has been with the consent of the Commissioners
that the Dean and Chapter of Westminster have, in their
leases on the Belsize Court estate, Hampstead, prohibited the
erection of any Dissenting chapel, and also the use of any
house for any purpose in connection with any sect dissenting
from the Church of England. He also asks if the Eccle-
siastical Commissioners insert similar prohibitions in their
own leases, and, if so, by what authority. The Ecclesiastical
Commissioners are chosen by Parliament to represent the
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interests of the nation in dealing with Church property.
Although chosen from members of the Church of England,
they have no right to use their position to the advantage of
their own sect. -

Dr. Parker belongs to the salt of the earth. He knows it
and won't let folk forget it. Therefore he is an authority on
salt, and no wonder he preached a sermon on it the other
Sunday. Nevertheless, the oracle of the City Temple's
notions on salt are somewhat peculiar. He supposed a lump
of salt had lost its savor, and asked these questions about the
insipid article :— “ It has lost something. What has it lost =
It is the same weight, it is the same color ; | see no difference.
It has lost the one thing without which every other thing is
nothing.”

Gods, angels, and little fishes! Here's chemistry for you t
Before Parker preaches about salt again he should go to an.
evening school. -

Prophet Baxter is again putting out his old bills announcing
the coming of the greatest war ever known in the world
between May, 1891 and 1892, uniting 23 kingdoms into 10,.
and to be followed by England’s loss of India and Ireland.
Baxter will soon have to shift his dates further on. But the
author of Louis Napoleon, the Destined Monarch of the World,
has frequently done this before, and finds it affects but little-
the gullibility of the pious.

While the debate on the Sunday Closing Bill was proceeding
in the House of Commons, a prayer meeting on the same
subject was proceeding in a room at the Westminster Palace
Hotel, under the auspices of the British Women’s Temperance
Association.  Strangers were admitted to the latter assembly
without an order. -

The country of Goethe and Heine seems to be going baek-
ward in some respects under the rule of pious young William.
We have already reported the sentence of six months im-
prisonment for “ blasphemy ” on Dr. Voelkel. Now we have
to record the death of Sigismund Berensson. He was sum-
moned to answer charges of “ blasphemy” at Hamburg, and-
he appeared befors the tribunal on Monday, February 23.
He was suffering severely from influenza, but that was no
business of the Christian court, and the poor fellow died
suddenly there before his prosecutors could secure their victim.
He is now beyond their reach; but probably they are con-
soled by reflecting that he is in the hands of their God.

“ Death has been busy again,” says the Christian Common-
wealth. We should like to know when he was idle.

The Deceased Wife's Sister Bill is lost again. The House
of Lords have kicked it out. Bishops and bigots were too
many for it. Yet the bishops know that Jacob was a man
whom God “ loved” ; and they also know that this canny old
patriarch married his wife's sister without waiting for a
decease. He took them on together.

We should like to take part in the next debate on this Bift
in the House of Lords. If the bishops were present it would-
be the liveliest sitting the House ever had.

General Booth has been holding forth at Stockholm on biS
Social Scheme. He had a big audience, and as he spoke in
English the Swedes must have been highly edified. How-
ever, the General's lieutenant over there, a gentleman name"
Dixon, telegraphs “ 50 souls, and £85 income for the day-
“ Fifty souls ” is good. Evidently it is a fine plan still, as ft'
was in the days of Peter, the General of the first Salvation
Army, to preach in unknown tongues.

I The West London Mission has started a dispensary in con-
nection with Cleveland Hall, We hope the physic will bo
better than the doctrine. At the same time, we wonder wba

a Christian has to do with physic. King Asa made Jehovah
savage by consulting the doctors in his illness, and JcSIS
Christ performed his cures without medicine, although o®
one occasion he used clay ointment. James, the repute

brother of Jesus, prescribes prayer and anointing oil for a.
disorders, and expressly says that “ the prayer of faith sha

save the sick.” Clearly the West London Mission J'
straying from the teachings of the Grand Old Book.
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Friday, Feb. 27, at the United Workmen’s Temperance Hall,
Doddington-grove, Battersea-park-road ; at 8 p.m., “ The Grand
Old Book.” Admission free.

Sunday, March 1, Hall of Science, Old-street, London. E.C.,
at 7, “ Oration on Charles Bradlaugh.”

March 8, 15, 22, 29, Hall of Science.

April 5, Birmingham; 12, Camberwell;
Liverpool.

May 10, Camberwell; 24, Manchester.

June 7, Camberwell; 14 and 21, Hall of Science.

19, Belfast; 26,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica-
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Lee Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at
the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year,
8s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7Jd. Australia, China and Africa =
“~One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months,
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.;
Three Months, 2s. 8Jd.

"Care of Advertisements—T hirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch,
8s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for
repetitions.
being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscriberswill in future
receive the number when their subscription expires in a
colored wrapper.

\ B bowh.—You certainly could not get a living in London

E |\1/—I ®A1LEY—'I/'E£1nks f%grumgbextract, which is useful.
<Mouley.—Rather too long for reproduction in our columns,
there ought to be a Branch at Merthyr, and if you can start
one in your own place we should be glad. It is some time
since we heard from the Cardiif friends.

Baker thinks his little boy Peter was the last child
Publicly named by Mr. Bradlaugh. The place and date were
1-St. James’s Hall, Manchester, March 9, 1890.

“eF. Dewar —I|tappears this week. Thanks.

"order Testimonial Fund—We have received the following :
Fer W. Leys, Woolwich : W. Leys, Is.; J. Woodward, 6d.;
YUen, 6d.; Gee, 6d.; Honcroft, 6d.; Low, 6d.; Allfrey, 6d.;

F. Martin, 10s.; Chard, 6d.; Robinson, 6d.; Gilletley, 6d.;

.Moore, 6d.; W. D., 5s.; W. Button, 2s. 6d.
eHolland—Delighted to hear that the Freethinker, which
7°h first saw casually in a shop window, was instrumental
onverting you from Catholicism.
' eExall.—The better course would be for you to commu-
directly with the West Ham Branch.
A. Caisey—We note your suggestion that poorer Free-
~ inkers might subscribe five shillings per month for one
Bran/0 Bradlaugh Memorial. The purchase of Mr.
J, g aiangh’s library was a point considered.
eiv says the Hammersmith open-air lectures will be
SO{ °n the north side of the Bridge.
an, lc— Dr. Friedlander is a man of considerable learning
e;tr authority among the Jews, but we do not think he has
°f Vh erudition or impartiality of the late Dr. Kalisch, all
X__.W'° So writings we recommend.
T. Xre *8 Your well-written letters do excellent service.
G j —Cuttings always welcome.
we' *le—|f creation does not mean making from nothing,
We-° He materials from which " the heaven and the earth”
fi. pO tashioned co-eternal with God ?
gJc™ TKn—Colonel Ingersoll’s denial that he had ever made
but tu Prophecy was given in our columns a few months ago,
T. Bar»0 'e spreads all the same.
not bJ: TT— Some one has misled you. Mr. Bradlaugh did
W. M.~jileve ru a supreme being. He was an Atheist,
u.H'w» Boote will try and find time fer the letter.
mbfihr,i /ST-~-The extract is quite correct, The fact was pub-
J-BAVi In Mr. Bradlaugh's own paper atthe time.
£ ’;\‘/\I.ntg"’\r‘ E°°te was never a Christian preacher, local or

A

S. on%? E™ ~ sball appear.
H th6 i'~~Vea8ed t° hear of your successful visit to Southend.
tiov. meet H g4ints M #ish to form a Branch of ‘the'N. S. S.
Aoz d communicate with Mr. Forder.
Lambeth?8 reP?rts that the adjourned meeting of North
Mr. j. freethinkers will be resumed at the residence of
y March , °Sers, 114 Kennington-road, on Sunday morning,
12 o’clock.
2Ur WriH~r' Eorder will send your certificate. Glad to hear
i *eyon “S8 have been so helpful. Tell us what special
" Borcui' aUt *£,rea”™ 'n an(l wo will advise.
Mr. Bradlaugh E ~ ®tar apologised for that paragraph on
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G. Faulkner—If W. R. Bradlaugh authorised the Glasgow
Evening Citizen to make such a statement he ought to be
horsewhipped. It is not to his interest to provoke Mrs.
Bonner. Prudence should check his tongue.

T. R. Allinson—So you are still at large. We doubt if they
will have the courage to run you in. Good old Church
Rates 1 j

H. P. Wright.—Hardly up to the mark.

A. Hemingway.—The date is booked.

D. Crowley.—Of course we do not accept Jesus as the Son of
God. Nor do we believe he was an impostor. We are not
sure that he ever lived at all. Anyhow we are satisfied that
the Gospels are mostly, if not entirely fiction. You find the
Old Testament brutal, but you forget that Jesus gave it his
sanction, unless the New Testament lies.

C. Hunter—The Rev. Mr. Ford is well meaning and courteous,
and not without ability, but he hardly knows where he is
intellectually.

G. F. Pelham—Unitarians often criticise the Bible freely, but
they shut their eyes to the logical issues ot their criticism.

J. Rushworth—See Deuteronomy xxiii., 2, and James v., 17,
18. We hope the Leeds Branch will go ahead.

W. Hunter—Thanks for the cutting. Sorry to hear the bigots
injure your business. England is a paradise for hypocrites,
and a hell for honest thinkers. Mr. Foote hopes to visit
Plymouth in June or July.

W. V.—It is a repetition of what other preachers have said,
and has been substantially answered in our columns already.

T. K.—We could only deal with the facts disclosed in the
report, though we do not doubt your statements.

W. S. Taylor —Darwin Made Easy, by Dr. Aveling, will be
sent to you post-free by Mr. Forder for one shilling. Haeckel's
work is expensive.

W. R. Lil1.—It is beneath contempt. Let W. R. Bradlaugh
alone. He is not worth powder and shot.

E. Chapman—The more you study the effects of Christian
superstition, the more, we think, you will approve our policy.

Papers Received.— Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—
Ironclad Age— Menschenthum— Echo— Neues Frereligioses
Sonntags-Blatt — Freidenker — The Liberator— Der Arme
Teufel— Secular Thought — Boston Investigator— Western
Figaro— La Vérité Philosophique— Progressive Thinker-
Flaming Sword—Loyal American— Two Worlds— Star—
Christian Life— Sporting Chronicle— Devon Evening Express

— Glasgow Evening Citizen— Church Evangelist— Scottish
Nights— Cape Argus— Brighton Times— New York World—mn

New York Herald — Evening Sun — Temperance Gospel
Banner—Wigan Observer — Comet — Inquirer—Newcas tie
Leader—Leek Times—Chatham and Rochester News—Joy-
ful News—Bournemouth Guardian—Market Rasen Mail—
Jewish World—Morpeth Herald—Northampton Reporter—
Birmingham Daily Mail—Independent Pulpit—Bournemouth
Visitors’' Directory—Freethinker's Magazine—Hull Critic.
Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish tocall our attention.
Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

|
L ifel

SUGAR PLUMS.

By a special request Mr. Foote will deliver at the London
Hall of Science this evening (March 1) the “ Oration on
Charles Bradlaugh,” which has attracted such crowded
audiences and excited so much interest in the provinces.
Mr. Foote will take this opportunity of speaking to Secularists
on the future of Freethought, and on the Bradlaugh
Memorial. The occasion will be a good one for London
friends to hand in their donations and applications for shares.

Mr. Foote has been unable to get through his arrears of
work on returning from the north. His promised article on
Sir Edwin Arnold’s Light oj the World is therefore post-
poned till next week.

Mr. Foote’s northern tour has been very successful. The
Blyth meeting has been already reported. On Tuesday
evening Mr. Foote lectured at North Shields. Councillor
Leslie Johnson took the chair, after materially helping to
swell the audience. There was some discussion, though not
of a profitable character. On Wednesday evening Mr. Foote
lectured at Willington. The hall was crowded, and many
persons were unable to obtain admission. The discussion
lasted for an hour and a half. One Christian was surprised
to learn that he had only ten minutes. He thought he
should speak until he chose to leave off. At Spennvmoor on
Thursday there was another fine meeting. Four Christians «
had ten minutes each. One of them *“ challenged” Mr.
Foote to a public discussion. Of course Mr. Foote neither
accepted nor declined, but followed his old rule, and left the
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matter to be decided by the Branch. The challenger was a
person named Stevenson. He snook hands with Mr. Foote
on the platform, and called him a villain and: a vagabond
before leaving the room. Mr. Foote does not. mind that.
He only regrets the fellow shook hands with him. Of course
there will be no debate between this person and anyone con-
nected with the Spennymoor Branch, but if possible a debate
mill be arranged with some local minister.

When Mr. Foote rose to reply to his Spennymoor critics
the bigoted section of the Christians made a hideous noise,
and he had fairly to shout them down. It took ten minutes
to do this, and the lecturer’s sides ached afterwards. How-
ever he got the meeting well in hand, and his replies were
for, the most part heartily, cheered. Altogether, the Spenny-
moor Branch is delighted with the result of its first hit out
in the district.

Mr. Phillips, the secretary of: the Spennymoor Branoh, isa
young man of great intelligence. His letters in the local
paper do him much credit. Mr. Fletcher, the president, an
older man with a good head and, heart, took Mr. Foote to
Tudhoe colliery, about two miles from Spennymoor, where he
remained' all night. The Christians had been saying (nothing
is too small for them !) that the President of the Secularists
wouldn’t go and sleep in a miner’'s cottage, Poor ninniesl
He has often done so, and found the best of welcomes.

Friday evening is an unfavorable time for lectures at
Middlesboro’, yet Mr. Foote,had an,excellent audience there,
and a most appreciative one. There were two ministers,in
the meeting, but neither of them took advantage of the
chairman’s invitation to discuss. One of them seemed to
enjoy the lecture.

On Saturday evening Mr. Foote lectured for the Oxhill
Branoh. Starting from Newcastle with Mr. Joseph Brown,
he journeyed by train,to Lintz Green, and thenhad an hour’s
drive over hilly country in an open trap. It was bitterly
cold, and the lecturer had to be unthawed before taking the
platform. There was only time to do this partially, and the
result was a want of “ go.” The drive back was far from
pleasant, and Messrs. Foote and Brown only caught the last
train to JTawcastle by the.skinof their teeth..

Sunday was a livelier, day, Mr. F.oote was in good form,
and his audiences were the largest he hasever had in “ canny
Newcastle,” The evening Oration on Charles Bradlaugh was
delivered to a crowded house. A good deal of discussion
followed the morning and afternoon lectures. Brief reports
of the evening meeting appeared in. the Chronicle and, the

L e a d e r

After the lecturing was over, Mr. Foote visited the Branch’s
rooms and presided over a members’ meeting. His object
was to discover, and if possible remove, the causes of the late
internal difficulties. After a good hour and a half’s talk the
matter was honorably and amicably arranged. Now it is-
settled we hope all the members of the Newcastle Branch will
work together loyally. At the annual meeting in June there
will be an opportunity of making any changes that may be
then desirable.

Mr. G. B. Shaw drew a largo audience, including several

literary gents, to the Hall of Science last Sunday. Mrs.
Bradlaugh-Bonner was also present. Mr. Shaw imported as
much Socialism as possible into his lecture. Freethought,

he contended, consisted rather in the advance of the will and
spirit of man than in holding any particular opinions. Per-
sonally he was an Atheist. Mr. Cunningham Graham,
William Morris, and Mr. Hyndman were more advanced Free-
thinkers than Morley, Bentham and Mill. Freethinkers in
the past had been mainly influenced through men like
Huxley, Tyndall, Da- .in, and Herbert Spencer—all men
with the middle.class bias of individualism. The new Free-
thought is that which has the social element at the bottom
of'it, etc. There were many brilliant points in Mr. Shaw s
discourse, but the general effect.on our sub-editor was that'
of being sermonised on the Freethought movement by a
Socialist outsider.

Mr. J. M. Robertson seems to have shared this feeling, fbr
he started in warm opposition, and spoke twice, Mr. Forder,
who also wished to oppose, kindly giving way. He pointed
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out several little inaccuracies, and denied that Freethought
teaching had any class bias, and twitted'the Fabian Socialists
with being silent as to their views on religion and the popu-
lation question. Two other gentlemen also spoke in oppo-
sition, and many more were desirous of doing so, when the
hour came to close. Mr. Shaw in his reply was calm and
fluent as ever. Mr. Shaw donated his share of the proceeds
to the Bradlaugh Memorial Hall Fund.

Some Leicester Secularists contemplate taking a piece of
ground for Sunday cricket. Let them remember the words
of the Capuchin in Schiller’'s Wallenstein’'s Camp:

Is the Sabbath a day for this sportin the land,
As though the great God had the gout in his hand ?

Professor Huxley has sent a cheque for two guineas to the
fund for the Leicester Secular Hall. We are glad to think
that the £500 needed will bo realised.

A capital portrait of Prof. Huxley appears as extra double
page supplement to the lllustrated London News for Feb. 21.

Members of. the Finsbury Park Branch N. S. S. are par-
ticularly requested to attend next meeting on Monday, March 2,
at 8 p.m., at 155 Winston-road, Green-lanes, N.

Mr. Henry Porter has a useful letter in the North Lindsey
Star, which stated that Mr. Bradlaugh advocated Socialism
and latterly modified his attitude towards Christianity. Mr.
Porter proves the inaccuracy of both statements.

The Chatham and Rochester News gives a column of report
to the Bradlaugh Memorial Service, held' by the Chatham
Secular Society. Mr. A. R. Andrews presided, and among
the speakers were Mr. F. J. Boorman, W. B. Thompson, J. J.
Taylor, and A. E. Rowcroft.

The Wigan Observer gives insertion to an excellent letter
from “ Avenger,” vindicating Mr. Bradlaugh from the calum-
nies of the Rev. P. Hains. The Wigan Comet also takes
notice of Mr. Hains’s charges, and refutes them.

FritanJcarea pays its tribute to the late Charles Bradlaugh,
and Captain Thomson translates, from our columns Mr.
Wheeler's New Year article on “ Our. Position.”

Mr. Standring’'s free lecture, at the Temperance Hall,
Battersea, on “ The Church and the People,” was well
attended, considering the wretched weather. A' Roman
Catholic and a Socialist offered some opposition, which was
smartly replied to. Mr. J. H. Ellis occupied the chair. He
will also preside at Mr. Foote’s lecture on Friday, February
27. Mr. A. B. Moss gives the third lecture, on “ The Glory
of Secularism,” on March 6.

Mr. Perks, Liberal,candidate, was asked by Mr. Malkinson
at Market Risen, if he would vote against the Blasphemy
Laws. His reply made it evident he did nob quite under-
stand the question. He said he was in favor of allowing
people to hold meetings in their own houses and public
buildings, but not to publicly blaspheme God in the streets;
Friends who put these questions to candidates, should draw
their attention to the Act of William Il1l., by which those
who deny the Christian religion to be true can.be sentenced
to a term of three years’ imprisonment. Ask if they will vote'
for the repeal of that Act. __

Mr. Symes, noticing Mr. Ball's important work, Are tre
Effects of Use and Disuse Inherited, says he discusses a
essential subject in a remarkably able and temperate manner-
“ 1 am sure,” he adds, “ if Darwin could still speak, ha would
say that one independent pupil like this author gave hi“l
more gratification than a whole swarm of mere followers.”

The Statesman and Friend of India and the Englishman!
Calcutta, both; give appreciative notices of Mr. Bradlaug*l
which a friend sends over to us from India.

The Freethinkers’ Magazine, of Buffalo, New York, »
addition to the Interview with Moody, which we. extract, b
papers ;onjProbing Nature, by Il. E. Oresawell, and on *
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Antiquity of Man, by A. B. Moss, Under ike title “ Another,
Church Prop Gone,” Prof. A, L. Rawson examines the drawing,
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“ BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL;

in the Boman Catacomb, in which a figure with ass’s head ie| "Tg THE FaEETHINKBKS OF GREAT BRITAIN AKD IRELAND.

found on a cross, with the inscription “ Alexamenos worships.
God.” Prof. Bawson.gives it as his opinion that it is.merely
a sarcasm aimed at some Boman malefactor who had been, or,
was about to be, crucified, and Who had suddenly turned
pious, as such persons do in our day. It affords, he says, ho
Evidence of the crueijwtion.

Mr. Vdysey's latest published Theistic Sermons are on the
Gospel of St. John, which he pretty fully examines. His
conclusion is vigorously expressed. He says: “ St. John’s
Work, even as fiction is so badly done that it bears the
-indelible proof of its Own refutation, of its own inherent
falseness.”

The division in +he House of Commons last Week on Mr.
Pritchard Morgan’s motion in favor of disestablishing the
church in Wales is decidedly encouraging. The motion was
rejected by 235 votes against 203, a majority of only 32 ;
this is 21 less than in 1889.

A large meeting of local Freethinkers was held last Sunday
doming at the residence of Mr. Y. Boger, and it was unani-
mously resolved that application be made to the Executive for
Permission to form a Branch of the N. S. S. in North Lambeth.
The following officers were elected, viz.;— Mr. V. Boger, 114,
Kennington Eoad, president; Mr. G. Shambrook, 20, Cramp-
ton Street, Newington, vice-president; Mr. F. A. Davies, 48,
Hercules Boad, Lambeth, secretary. The meeting adjourned
until March 1. As very few members of the late Branch were
Present, there must be a great number of Freethinkers in the
ocahty outside the movement. Those wishing to join should
at once communicate with either of the above gentlemen.

On Monday evening (March 2) the Forder Testimonial will
he presented. There is to be a dinner at the Manchester
Hotel, Aldersgate-street. The tickets are half-a-crown. A
few still left can be obtained at the Hall of Science on
Sunday. Mr. Foote will preside. An illuminated address
»ill be presented to Mr. Forder at the Conference.

Applications for the post of Secretary to the National
Secular Society should be sent in at once to Mr. Bobert
~°rder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. The matter will
6 settled by the Executive as quickly as possible. All who
applied last year, and still wish to be candidates, must renew

eir applications.

tli“i°re Hian 600 new members have joined theN. S. S. since
IV f ~onference- The next Conference is on Whit-Sunday.

6 should very much like to see the number of fresh onrol-
re a “oreased to a thousand by then. There are many
and 6rS Freethinker who have not yet joined the N. S. S.,
fererT® S oun delighted to see them join before the Con-

the <" Phadlaugh Memorial ” bids fair to be a success. But
ap ie Is nothing like taking time by the forelock, and we
resna ~le Freethought party to be prompt in their
'veek SS  There should be a long list of donations next
JIr ’ though the first week’s list is far from contemptible.
cause e°’r®e Anderson, always a generous supporter of the
iu Rives a hundred guineas and will take a hundred shares
P. 8 “nnrpany. We have received a promise of £100 from
gifts\ aDOther 8°°d friend of the movement. These early
8 °uld stimulate the generosity of other Secularists.

THE SOULLESS DOG.

He m
busing \ery. imprudent, a dog is. He never makes it his
»r°Bg  m inquire whether you are in the right or in the
np°n /if fver bothers as to whether you are going up or down
silly Or s. ladder, never asks whether you are rich or poor,
Grngh fW3e’ slnner or saint. You are his pal. That is
bad, |0 °r bina, and come luck or misfortune, good repute or
J°n>guard °r shahe>be is going to stick to you, to comfort
*®es, U , give bis life for you, if need be, foolish, brain-
t'tllow, pt go A. Jerome, “ Idle Thoughts of an Idle

.Ladies and Gentlejien,—

Following the example of our American brethren, who
mhave raised a “ Paine'MemorialHall ” in the city of Boston,
the Executive of the National Secular Society has resolved
to raise a fund for erectinga Ereethought Hall and Institute
in memory of Charles Bradlaugh, whose name will thus be
continuously associated with the spread and maintenance of
those principles which were the inspiration of his life.

Thousands of Freethinkers are mourning the loss of their
great leader, and anxious to express their feelings of admira-
tion, gratitude, and affection towards him. What better
opportunity could they desire than the one which is now
offered ?

Although the present state of the law does not allow of
a Freethought Society holding any kind of property,.there
are methods by which this project can be satisfactorily
realised.

Donations will be held by the NationallSecular Society,
or by the appointed Treasurer on its behalf, until the project
is ripe for execution; when the total amount will be invested
in the Hall and Institute in the names of a sufficiently large
number of elected persons, who will act as Trustees for the
Freethought party.

The remainder of the required amount 'will consist of
shares in a Building Company. These will be fixed at One
Pound each, so that the poorer Freethinkers may participate
in the commemoration of their lost leader.

The subjoined names are those of a Committee appointed
at a special meeting of the National Secular Society’s
Executive on Thursday, February 12. As soon as possible
the Committee will be increased, so ds to include a larger
number of Freethought workers throughout the country.

Mr. Robert Forder has been elected as Secretary to the
Committee, and donations or applications for shares can be
sent to him immediately.

Further particulars will be given in subsequent announce-
ments. Meanwhile, we have the honor, ladies and gentle-
men, to remain,

Yours very truly,

G. W. FOOTE, President, N. S. S.
G. J. Holyoake, R. Killick, E. Pownceby, W. H.
Reynolds, J. Robertson, J. M. Robertson,
F. Rutt, J. Samson, R. O. Smith, Thornton
Smith (Mrs.), Geo. Standring, E. Truelove, E. jil.

Yance (Miss), J. M. Wheeler.
ROBERT FORDER, Secretary.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO TUESDAY, FEB. 24.
Geo. Anderson, £105 and one hundred shares; R. Forder,
£1 Is. and five shares ; Dr. Duncan, £1 ; L. H. G. (Battersea),
£2 2s.; S. B. Stephenson, £2 2s.; H. T. Bailey, 5s.; Major
Harris, £20; Mrs. Cotton, £5.—B. Fomtea, sec.

AMERICAN TRIBUTE TO MB. BRADLAUGH.

At a meeting of the Secular Society of Pittsburg, Pa.,

Jan. 31, 1891, the following resolutions were passed

Whereas: By the death of Charles Bradlaugh the world
has lost one of the foremost and most fearless champions of
civil and religious liberty, who died a martyr to the cause
he espoused.

Therefore,

Resolved: That in Charles Bradlaugh we recognise a man
whose brilliant attainments were supported by an indomitable
courage and unswerving persistency which enabled him to
push to a successful issue, before his death, the great object
for which he contended.

Resolved: That the members of the Pittsburg Secular
Society hereby desire to express their sense of grief at the
loss of one of the most faithful and most gifted co-workers in
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the Freethought world, and to record the pleasure and profit
they have experienced in his brilliant intellectual attainments.
Resolved: That we hereby extend our deepest sympathy
to the bereaved relatives and friends of the deceased, hoping
that, even in the sadness of their affliction, they may yet find
consolation in knowing that the worth of his private qualities
and the value of his public services are properly appreciated.
Resolved: That a copy of these Eesolutions be properly
engrossed and sent to the family of the deceased, and that a
copy be sent to the daily press of this city and the American
and English Freethought papers.
F. C. Knight
W .S .D outhitt
F. A. Pierce \Y

Haeey Hoovee

Committeej

ME. FOOTE AT BLYTH.

The audience that assembled to hear Mr. Foote last Monday
night was a large one, much beyond expectation, and was
composed of all classes of thinking men in Blyth, high and
low, rich and poor. The enthusiastic reception offered to
Mr. Foote was certainly encouraging for a little town that is
given to so much bigotry and boycotting. Mr. Foote is a
young man, pleasant in appearance, most courteous, and was
frequently eloquent and inspiring. The salaried clergy, as
usual, were absent, either chess playing at some friend's
house or tea drinking among some old maids, thus leaving
their congregations to wander from the Water of Jordan into
the blooming meadows of Religious Freedom. Where was
the E9V. P. Peace ? He is a man of common sense, reason,

and ability. Where was the Eev. Father Dromgoole, an
acknowledged debater ?  Where were the Eevs. James,
Greenwell, Burton, Allison, Clifton, Collinson, etc. ? These

are all paid for teaching and converting the people from the
“ error of their ways,” yet they did not present themselves to
refute the champion of Freethought. However, the only
opposition was a couple of lame ducks, who had but a very
hazy idea as to debating or asking questions, and Mr, Foote
treated them with sympathy and in such an educated manner
that they did not feel his power of debate. Blyth is certainly
behind at present as regards the pluck and ability of its
clergy, when they allow a Freethought lecturer to come and
go without shaking his doubts. It is often remarkable that
as soon as a Freethought lecturer leaves the town the Sunday
following is a great day in the pulpit, and spouting against
Freethought is carried on to a large extent, but no “ dis-
cussion or questions are allowed.” Praying and hymn
singing alone will never convert reasonable men or keep them
in a faith of this kind.

It was no surprise to see Mr. John Bryson, ex-President of
the Northumberland Miners, on the Freethought platform as
chairman on Monday night. Mr. Bryson, as his head indi-
cates, has a big heart, and his love of justice for freedom of
speech, freedom of thought, freedom of opinion, reminds one
of his early days of heroism in demanding liberty for his
fellow men. Mr. Bryson, in the heyday of his career, and
when president of the miners, never attempted to conceal his
opinion on the Freethought question, and his presence on
Monday night was an omen of good.— Morpeth Herald.

CHILDEEN’'S PAETY.

Per Miss Eobins: W. Eowney, 3s. ; Mrs. Samson, Is. ;
Mr. Ward, 5s. ; 'Mr. Baggs, 6d. ; S. Standring, Is. ; Miss
Ward, Is."; Mrs, Eowe, 3d.; Miss Eobins, 2s. Per Mrs.
Fisher : Mr. Dipper, lIs. ; Mr. Watkin, 6d. ; Mr. Martin, Is. ;
Mr. Sims, Is.; Mrs. Pearce, 2s. Gd.; J. Gray, Gd.; Mrs.
Ellis, 2s.; Mr. Annis, 6d. ; Mr. Wilkes, 6d. ; Mr. Harrend,
Gd. ; Mr. Lingard, Gd. ; A. Smith, Is. ; Jones, jun., Is. ;
Mr. Joslyn, Is. Per Miss Vance : Mrs. Wackerbath, 2s. Gd. ;
Mrs. Hopkins, Is.; G. Brown, Is. ; Mrs. McMillan, 6d. ; G.

E. Lupton, 2s. Gd. Miss Lupton, Is.; Mrs. Lupton, Is.

Per Miss Brown : W. B. Lupton, Is.; G. Brown, Is.; E.

Brown, Is. Gd. ; A. Brown, Is.; F. Curtis, Is.; H. T. L., Is.
E. Foedeb, Secretary.

FOEDEE TESTIMONIAL FUND.

W. H. Whitney, Is.; W. Pearce, 5s.; B. L. Coleman, 5s.;
Mrs. Blyth, 5s. This fund is now closed.
W- H. Reynolds (Treasurer), New Cross, S E.
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THE LATE ME. BEADLAUGH'S EAELY CAREEK.
A Reply fbom Mes. Beadlaugh-Bonneb.

Mbs. Bbadlaugh-Bonneb Writes:—In your issue of Feb. 19

you reprint certain allegations made by a “ Christian Evan-

gelist,” Mr. W. E. Bradlaugh, about my father, Mr. Charles

Bradlaugh, M.P., in the British Weekly. He says:

“ On the death of my father, my brother obtained a fur-
lough and came home for a fortnight. | opened the door to
him, and shall never forget his paroxysms of grief or forget
the cry of anguish of my big soldier-brother when he dis-
covered that my father had been buried some days. ‘If |
could only have knelt by his coffin and asked his forgiveness,’
was his repeated cry. At the expiration of his furlough he
returned to Ireland, keeping up a regular correspondence
with his mother, constantly informing her of the hatred he
had towards his captain, saying that unless she obtained his
discharge he would put a bullet through this officer. My
mother purchased my brother’s discharge from the 7th
Dragoon Guards on the eve of the commencement of the
Crimean War.”

When Mr. Bradlaugh, sen., died, his sou William Robert
was seven years old, and his memory is, therefore, not to be
trusted, the more especially as his sister, who was more than
seventeen, emphatically denies the statement as to the “ re-
peated cry.” The “ cry” was not only never “ repeated,
but it was never made. There is the same want of accuracy
in what Mr. W. E. Bradlaugh says as to the correspondence
between my father and his mother. My father’s eldest sister,
who read all the correspondence with his mother, knows
nothing about the threat to “ put a bullet” through the
captain ; and as Mr. W. E. Bradlaugh was buteight years old
when my father left the army, it is hardly likely that he would
have had special confidence made to him on this point. As
to the purchase of my father's discharge, the facts are
these:— After the death of Mr. Bradlaugh, sen., the family
felt greatly in need of the protection and help of the only
grown-up son, and my aunt (now Mrs. Norman) wrote to her
brother Charles to inquire the amount of the purchase-money’
He wrote back (I quote the letter itself) :—

“ As you wish, I send on this sheet what it would cost to
buy me off, but | would not wish to rob you and mother like
that:—For the discharge, £30; compensation for getting
clothing, 17s. 6d.; passage money home, £1 16s.,
£32 13s. 6d,, or about £32. | could come home in regimental?;
because clothes could be bought cheaper in London, and 1
would work like a slave. But do not think, my dear sister'
I want to take the money from you and mother, though =
would do anything to get from the army.”

An aunt of his mother’s, a Miss Elizabeth Trimby, died al
.this time, leaving a small legacy, which was applied to the
purchase of his discharge. Afterwards my grandmother
thought the money ought to have been used for her person'
ally, and my father paid it to her to the utmost farthing.
Mr. W. E. Bradlaugh, who has much cause for gratitude ~
my father, is quite incapable of that feeling, he ought at le»3*
to preserve a decent silence at a moment like this.—P&
Mall Gazette.

NOT THE LAST SUPPER.

The Ox Hill and Chester-le-Street Branches of the N. S. f
held a joint supper on Saturday night, at Mr. W. Tayl°r3
Hostelry, Annfield Plain. The Chester friends were
visitors. Mr. Brown, Secretary of the North-Eastern Seem3
Federation, was elected chairman, and Mr. Robinson, of TG4
Law, filled the vice-chair. Numerous songs and recitati®3
were well rendered, and some capital stories told, The he»1l
of the President— Mr. Foote— and also of Mrs. Besant, "j
toasted, and a message of condolence with our late ~
lamented leader was agreed to in silence. Everyone left *\
room under the impression that such unions were a
source of strength to all true Freethinkers, and hoping
it would not be the last.

)

The Rev. Mr. Yates, of Bonham, Texas, will doubtless hJ ,
less faith hereafter in the literal validity of script™”
promises than he had a few weeks ago. He read in ®%,;
xiv., 18, that if a believer drank any deadly thing it s"°-J,
not hurt him, and to prove that the Bible meant what it 3 J
and that he was a true believer, ho took ten gra'll3jj
strychnine. A physician, assisted by a stomach puuip; ft
his life, but he is now willing to concede that the hot
of the gospel of Mark is a wicked and fraudulent interp Al u,
whose author he would be pleased to interview.— Freetho y
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be-marked “ Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card."]
LONDON.

Ball's Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green Eoad, N.: 7,-
Mr. J. Rowney, “ Bible Creation.”

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30,:
Mr. Victor Rogers, “ The Eight Hour Day Dream.” Monday, at
8, social gathering. Wednesday, at 8, Mr. Nelson Palmer, “ Our
Duties as Citizens.” Thursday, at 8, dramatic class. Friday, at

8, at the Temperance Hall, Doddington Grove, Battersea Park
Hoad, Mr. A. B. Moss, “ The Glory of Secularism.”

Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S.—*“ The Monarch” Coffee House,
166 Bethnal Green Eoad, E .: 7.30, Mr. W. Heaford, “ God's Jloly
Book: Is.it True 77 Admission free.

Camberwell— 61 New Church Eoad, S.E.: 7, dramatic recital,
7.30, Mi". F,Millar, “ What has Christianity Done for Woman ?”
Friday, at 7.45, Science Classes (Hygiene and Chemistry).

Hall of Science, 142 OIld Street, E.C..: 7, Mr. G. W. Foote,
“ Oration on Charles Bradlaugh.”

Hammersmith — Hammersmith Club, Grove House, 1 The
Grove, -Broadway: Tuesday at 8, a lecture.

Leyton — Mr. Beadle’s, 10 Daisey Villas, Manor Eoad: 7,
ft meeting of members and friends.

Milton Hall, Kentish Town Road, N.W .:
1.30, Mr. Touzeau Parris, “ Jesus Christ Neither God nor Man.”
Monday, at 8.30, social meeting. Tuesday, at 8, singing and
dramatic classes (practice).

West Ham— Secular Hall,
d B. Coppock, F.C.S., “ Vital Force.”
ham Wallas, M.A., “ Robert Owen.”

.Westminster—Liberal and Radical Club, Chapter Street: 7,
Mr. s, Soddy, “ The English Language and the Confusion of
Tages” Monday, &t 8.30, at the “ Duke of Ormonde,” Prince’s
stregt, annual-suer

Woolwich—* Sussex Arms,” Assembly Boom, 60 Plumstead
Bead (entrance, Maxey Eoad): 7.30, Mr. A. B, Moss, “ Bible
Prophets.”

7, Orchestral Band;.

121 Broadway, Plaistow: 7, Mr.

Thursday, at 8, Mr. Gra-

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.15, Mr. W. Heaford,

the Devil.” >

“j?aminersmith Bridge (Surrey side): 3.30, Mr. F. Haslam,
#NVw x Became a Secularist and Why i Remain one.”

“ His Majesty
J 3]

Hyde Park, near Marble Arch: 11.30, Mr. F. Haslam, “ How
Became a Secularist and Why I Remain one.”
Xottenham — Corner of West Green Road: 3.30, Mr. Sam

vwr In", “ Destructive Secularism.”
« '/°°d Green—Jolly Butcher’s Hill: 11.30, Mr. Sam Standring,
mCharles Bradlaugh.”
COUNTRY.
Chatham—“ Old George Inn,” Globe Lane:
Thompson, “ The Great God Cant.”
Glasgow— Albion Hall, College Street: 12 noon, debating class;

8-30, Mr. W. Gilmour, “ The Jesuits.”

6.30, Mr. W. B.

Heckmondwike — At Mr. John Rothera’s, Bottoms: 2.30,
a Meeting.
Huddersfield — FriendJy and Trades Societies’ Hall, Northum-

enand Street: Mrs. Thornton Smith, 11, “ The Menace of the
pr*"Phenjy Laws” ; 3, “ Salvation”; 6.30, “ The Evolution of
i*scieuce.” Admission free.
rer,e\dS- CramPton’s Motel, Briggate: 6.30, meeting to receiye
?. ironj provincial committee and nominate officers.
'TerPO(>l — Camden Hall, Camden Street: 11.30, committee
hast tr®’ 3> discussion class 7, Mr. Harry Smith, “ Wherefore
113"h°u stolen my gods ?” (Gen. xxxi., 30).
»'WPUdigster M. 8. 8; Seeular Hall, RUsRolme Road, Oxford
, Mr. Stanley Jones, “ The Soul Idea and

Free. Wednesday, at 8, dancing (admission six-
C & » = Hall of Science, Horsedge Street: 6.30, Mr. C. II.
Port Manchester), “ Why Men Believe in God.”

3, Co.,8mouth — Wellington Hall,
Batnijmeeting;

Wellington Street, Southsea:
7, Mr. Peahorne, “ A Peep at Charles

Daw”~pHall of Science, Rockingham Street: Mr. Robert

Evide. 3, <The Wonders of a Piece of Limestone”; 7, “ The
Sneu 6Soi an Arctic Climate in Great Britain.”

W | “* “O«* — Victoria Hall, Dundas Street: 10.30, general

sMered™>» 6 Mr" Tt Phillips, “ Some Objections to Socialism Con-

iUeeyjnNidge—Mr. J. Taylor’'s, 12 Bayley Street: 7, committee

“ls tW Iland Albfrt Rooms, Coronation Street:

7, Mr. J. Marr,
God 7"

ALUMLECTURERS' engagements.
'Marc),1M o ss, 44 Credon Road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.
;uerninf, * Mowikwich; b, Battersea; 29, Camberwell. April 5,
Clerhenw n estminster, ev-ning, WooRvich. May 3t morning,
eve“ing \v' ev8“ing, Woolwich; 17, morning, Westminster,

/i
MarchVAY'GIHNEE, 8 Heyworth Road, Stratford, London, E.—

gr ,~Woolwich; 29, Reading.

1lanehestL-JoNE3>3 Deta Street, City Road, Liverpool
Uj 15, Bolton.  Sept 6, leerpoo

__March 1,

u,\iUr Uovsagent to exhibit the Freethlnker in tho
(2) QotVUd°

andy UPW8aSeht to take afew copies of the Freethinker

that -ry 8ell thorn, guaranteeing to take tho copies
““t remain unsold.
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CENTENARY EDITION

THE RIGHTS OF MAN

By THOMAS PAINE.

With a Political Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, 2s.

PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.'S LIST.

G. W. POOTE.

s. d.
PRISONER FOR BLASPHEMY. Cloth 2 6
A Full History of his Three Trials and Twelve
Months’ Imprisonment. Copies in paper covers,
soiled, 6d.
IS SOCIALISM SO UND ? .t 10
Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie Besant.
Superior edition, in cloth 20
CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM 1 0
Four Nights’ Public Debate with the Rev. Dr. James
MoQann. In paper covers.
Superior edition, incloth ..., 1 6
INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS e 0 8
Second edition, enlarged.

Superior edition, incloth .. 1 3
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH W ... 0 4
Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before Lord Cole,

ridge. With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST ... . 0 4
PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM .. 0 3
THE BIBLE GOD 0 2
THE FOLLY OF PRAYER a2
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED 0 2

An Op n Letter to the Bishop of Peterborough on
the Sermon on the Mount.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS oo, 0 2
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone.
THE SHADOW OF THE SWORD
A moral and statistical Essay on War.
ROYAL PAUPERS ettt 0 2
Showing what Royalty does for the People, and what
the People do for Royalty.
MRS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY
A Candid Criticism.
THEOSOPHY AND SECULARISM..
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant.
THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO
An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
WHAT WAS CHRIST ?
A Reply to J. S. Mill.
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story
WAS JESUS INSANE ? et
A searching inquiry into the mental condition of the
Prophet of Nazareth.

N NN

o o o o o

e

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.
BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS
AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS
Superior edition, in cloth
Sold also in separate parts as follows—
Bible Contradictions
The Contradictions are printed in parallel columns.
2. Bible Absurdities ... 0 4
All the chief Absurdities from Genesis to Revelation,
convenient!- and strikingly arranged, with appropriate

headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
sentence.

3. Bible ATroCities e 0 4
Containing all the godly wickedness from Genesis to
Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for
easy refereuoe.
4. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies 0 4
G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.
CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Vol. I. Cloth ... 2 g

Hundred of exact References to-Standard Authorities,
No pains spared to make it a complete, trustworthy
final, unanswerable indictment of Cliristi -nity.

COLONEL R- G. INGERSOLL.
MISTAKES OF MOSES e 1
Superior edition, in cloth
Only Complete Edition pubhshed in England”
DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT
Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial of C. B. Reynolds

for Blasphemy.
REPLY TO GLADSTONE
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler..
ROME OR REASON? Reply to Cardlnal Mannlng 0
FAITH AND FACT. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field )
GOD AND MAN. Second Reply to Dr. Field ... 0

NN N
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36 VILLIERS STREET, BRADFORD, YORKS.

J. W. G. has a large and well-selected stock of New Spring Goods in

WORSTED  COATINGS, SERGES, FANCY TROUSERINGS,

SCOTCH &

IRISH  TWEEDS,

And will be glad to forward Patterns (post free) to any address upon application.

Any length cut.

Terms, Cash with order.

Money returned for all goods not approved.

SALVATION SYRUP
LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND

PRICE TWOPENCE.

A REPLY TO

GENERAL BOOTH.

G W FOOTE

PRICE TWOPENCE.

For Distribution— One Dozen, Eighteenjpence ; Postage 3d.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.
For further Particulars »end »tamped dlrecte
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

MEDICAL_ ES9AYS. von.l.
: By Dr. T. B. ALLINSON,
1 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London,W
Ofthe Auihor,for Postal Orderfor i 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy;
Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Freeh Air; Exercise; Bathing;
Light; Holidays; &c. Also the cause and cure 0
Disease ; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black-
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Cout\;/r\}s and Colds;
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, Ac.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vou. IL
Oft/te Author, for Postal Orderfor li. 2d.

Containing Articles on: The Healing Power of
‘Nature',; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent
Health ; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea
Delusion; Salt; Saline starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness; Wantof Energy, Ac.; Health Hints for Workers,
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Di-

arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, Ac.

MEDICAL ESSAYS- Voir.m.
Postfreefrom, the Authorfo r postal order for Is. 2d
It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No
‘More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air,
and How to Get It; The Management of Young
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast
ing; Perfect Foods; Green Foods, Suppers; Un.
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration;
Sea Bathing, &. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat
“'»jit; to Judge Wholemeal Bread ; to Breathe
'Properolal; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; | Live: to
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and
Cure of the following Diseases : Stomach Troubles,
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or Wens, Hay
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis-
ease* Produced by taking Mercury.
No House is Complete without these Works.
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which
Volume you require.

a*. THE ONLYIUATIONAIKVA? OF"TBEATING
DISEASE.
Everybody likes it who reads it.
Of the Author, for_Postnl.order for 1i. Id.
RHEUMATISM: ITS AUSE ANDCURE
Postfree seven stamps.

PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN:;
Pott ires 13 stamps.

TANTON, the People'« Dentiet, 338 Strand (OIEIP -

site Somerset House).—TEETn on VULCANITE,
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best (}ualit?;, 4s,
each, upper or lower, £2, completed In four hour,
when required, repairing or alteration. In two hours.
If you qu/ more than the above they are fancy
obarges. Teeth on platinum, 7a. 6d. each; on 18c
gold 18s.; Stopping,2«. 6d.
ky gaa.Sa.

extraction, la. painlei.

FRESH SUPPLY.

" FREETHINKER” TRACTS

6dper hundred. Postfret Id.
One Thousand Carriage Free.

Salvation by Faith (Ingersoll)

. Death of Adam (Nelson)

. Bible Blunders (Foote)

. Bible and Teetotalism (Wheeler)
Bible Harmony (Holy Ghost)
Which is the Safe Side 1 (Foote)

. Voltaire’'s Death-Bed

The Parson’s Creed (ver3e)

. Prophecy Tested (Ball)

. Christianity &the Family (Ingersoll
. Thomas Paine’s Death-Bed

. Shelley’s Religion

. J. S. Mill on Christianity

. A Golden Opportunity (facetious)

. Darwin’s Religions Views

. Atheists and Atheism

. Good Friday at Jerusalem

. Parsons on “ Smut” (Foote)

. Mrs. Eve (Foote)

. Hew Testament Forgeries (Wheeler)

SATIRES
AND PROFANITIE

By JAMES THOMSON (3.Y.)
Author of “ The City of Dreadful Night.”

New Edition.
Contents—The Story of a Fam.ou3 Old
Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son & Co)— The
Devil in the Church of England—Religion
in the Rocky Mountains—Christmas Eve
in the Upper Circles— A Commission of
Inquiry on Royalty— A Bible Lesson on
Monarchy— The One Thing Needful— The
Athanasian Creed.

PRICE ONE_SHILLINO,

“ It cannot be neglected by any who are
interested in one of the most pathetic per.
sonages of our time.” —Academy.

“ As clever as they are often profane."—
Christian World.

“Well worth preserving.”—Weekly Dis-
patch.

“ Reminds one of the genius of Swift,"—
Oldham Chronicle.

Is the Bible Inspired?
A Criticism of " Lux Mundi ”
By G. W. FOOTE.

Reprinted, with large additions, from the
“ Freethinker.”

1Gpp, small dear type.

©COND TN WNX

Price hi. Price Id.

Wanted, for the National Secular

Society,
After the 23th March next, a Secretary. The ladj
or %entleman appointed will be required to give bi
or her whole time to the Society. Salary commend*»
at two guineascr)er week. Applications, in writing
to be addressed to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter
Street, E.C.

EVOLUTION ! EVOLUTION !!
To understand the Doctrine of Evolution, read

THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION

By Arthur B. Moss.
Handsomely bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.
Also (same author)—
Man and the Lower Animals
Design and Natural Selection
Two Revelations
Watts €Co., 17Johnson’s Court.

AN NLgrateMétR(!? IhAEaPhasﬁlaE gpgcliéﬁﬁes *uil

be forwarded Iger return of post on receipt u
oLnec?enny stamp. avies, Chemist, 101 Park LaDa
eeds.

W. J. Rendell’s
“WIFE'S FRIEND.” d

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” p. 32,
“ Wife's Handbook,” p. 51.

Made Solely hy J. PULLEN, 15 Chad-

well Street, Clerkenwell, ,
12s. doz., post free éreduction in larger quantity
i For particulars send stamped envelope. iggins”™»
|Syringe, with vertical and reverse current, 3s. 6Y
4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey's Powder, Is. 'Y
1Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Maltha*1®
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of Pop0*,
tion” and “ Wife’'s Handbook,” 7£d. each, postft?j
—W. J. Rendell (J. Pullen, successor), 15 Chad®
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

iTIHE STBIKE OF A SEX: or, Woman on SW*j
Against the Male Sex for Better Conditi

Life (a Novel) should be read bK everg adult.

most advanced book ever published. Sent post »

on receipt of eight penny stamps by W. H. Rey»0

Publisher, New Cross, London, S.E.

ocoo
PR e

POPULATION LIMITATION.-Practical .
A tions. Allbutt, Besant, Owen, Knowltoniy
each; lists Id.; al postfree. Fishkr, Koburg™*An

BIBLE HEROES

SECOND SERIES
COMPLETING THE WORK.
In Elegant Wrapper.

Price Is. Price[57
The Impossible Creed’

An Open Letter to the
EISIIOP OE FEVEBEOBOUH.
By Q. W. FOOTE.

Price Twopence. Price Twopea ~

Printed and Published hy G. W. POOTBI
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.



