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ROME OR ATHEISM?

PROFESSOR NEWMAN ON CARDINAL NEWMAN
AND MR. FOOTE.

Professor F. W. Newman has just issued a little
volume, entitled “ Contributions chiefly to the Early
History of the late Cardinal Newman,” What the
Venerable Professor has to say about his great
brother’s career before he left the Church of England
shall be dealt with hereafter. For the present, |
confine myself to his criticism on the article |1 wrote
in this journal for August 17th, 1890. Professor
Newman devotes several pages to this criticism. He
calls my Atheism “ foolish,” but he applies the
epithet generically to all Atheism. On the other
hand, he refers to me as “ Mr. G. W. Foote, a fine
Writer, editor of the Freethinker, and an avowed
Atheist.” Personally I' am rather careless of com-
pliments, knowing as | do, better than any critic,
both my powers and my limitations. But a compli-
ment from such a quarter may bespeak consideration
for me, and for this journal, in cultivated circles, and
may a little abash those who would persuade persons
who never read a line of my writings that 1 am only
illiterate brawler.

I will not argue whether Thackeray was right or
Wrong in the passage | quoted from Pendennis.
Professor Newman says his brother had irrecoverably
Idst respect and position in the Church of England
when it was seen that “ his doctrine was fullblown
Romanism.” Perhaps so, but had he been insincere
he might have stopped short of that point. His
Pressing beyond it is perhaps consistent with Pro-
fessor Newman’s statement of fact, and Thackeray’s
statement of opinion. | at least see no essential
c’ctradiction.
., Professor Newman doubts my accuracy in saying

at Cardinal Newman dreaded Atheism, and never
f-rguedagainst it, knowing that to be hopeless. “ Is

,at a fact ?” he asks: “ i am not up in the Grammar
-if Assent, some readers may perhaps correct Mr.
n?°~eS “ach” Certainly Professor Newman is not
/" m any of his brother’'s writings. Ho seems to
a\o treated them with singular neglect, though |

r > h e might have studied them to advantage.
N am “ up” in the Cardinal’s writings; and, as a
~'Uuer oi fact, | know that he never did argue
8aw'n® "“heism, and that there are scores of pas-
, loks in his treatises and sermons which show that
_ saw the uselessness of doing so. The famous
Prafare Jn Apologin, which is not too highly

Carfi- 1y Lord Coleriage> least shows that the
« t, u“al Pat faint trust in any argument derived from

finrlo law of gravitation,” such as Professor Newman
Was tR° C0? ent ia his Lif e Af ter Death? (p. 11). It
ia p he voice of conscience that sustained his faith
*sne°t* “ N ere N~ not for this voice,” he said,
~ouhl vfl? so clearly in my conscience and heart, |

When'r i° akheist, or a pantheist, or a' polytheist
ooked into the world.” Nor did the argu-
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ments “ drawn from the general facts of human
society and the course of history ” satisfy him.
“ These do not warm or enlighten me ” he said. He
trusted to the voice within. But he knew very well
that the Atheist had a natural explanation of that
voice, and he was far too sagacious to risk a battle on
ground where, even if he won the victory in the
opinion of his disciples, he would certainly display
the weakness of his position. Every theologian has
some assumption which' he will not debate ; it is the
point from which he starts, the germ of error from
which all else is evolved, the “ idol ” as Bacon called
it which must not be exposed to vulgar criticism.

Cardinal Newman's dread of Atheism is affirmed
by his personal friend, Mr. Lilly. But it needs no
such affirmation. It is a logical deduction from his
theories. Given a belief in God, he held that
Catholicism was its inevitable development. The
thing to be feared, therefore, was Atheism, which
struck at the very root of faith. Protestantism he
only feared as leading to Atheism.

“ If the Cardinal avowed [l did not say avowed]
that it was hopeless to argue against Atheists,”
writes Professor Newman, “ that may merely mean
that they are lower than ordinary normal mankind,
and he treats them with contempt.” For my part, |
am not aware of any such contempt in his writings.
He felt no contempt, but dread, of “ the wild living
intellect of man,” whose “ tendency is towards a simple
unbelief in matters of religion,” so that “ no truth,
howgver sacred, can stand against it, in the long
run. #

Nor do | think Professor Newman displays his
usual urbanity in suggesting that Atheists may be
“ lower than ordinary normal mankind.” Coleridge
knew human nature and the history of human thought,
at least as well as Professor Newman, and he declared
that “ not one man in ten thousand has goodness of
heart or strength of mind to be an Atheist.” Cardinal
Newman himself, in his tremendous sermon on
“ Neglect of Divine Calls and Warnings,” places a
man in hell, agonising and shrieking, whose friends,
on earth are praising him as “ So comprehensive a
mind! ” or “ so just in his remarks, so versatile, so
unobtrusive,” or “ so great a benefactor to his country
and his kind.”

In the next place, | am taken to task for saying
that the Cardinal could not rest without certi.tude,
and could only find that in Rome. (By the way, |
added “ such as it was.”) This is Professor Newman'’s
comment:—

“ If he mean that the Cardinal ever thought the existence of
God our Creator was uncertain, or that greater certitude was
atforded by entering the Roman Church, | think Mr. Foote
must be wrong in fact. But if by certitude he mean a better
knowledge of how many Persons co-existed in one God, in
short, certitude concerning the inner essence and constitution
of Godhead, it is marvellous to me how this can seem com-
mendable to an Atheist.”

But when have | said that such speculations are
“ commendable ” ? | certainly believe they are very
natural. If you have a God behind the curtain you

cannot help thinking all sorts of things about him.
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Nor have | said that Cardinal Newman was ever
uncertain as to God’'s existence. But he wanted,
like Othello, to make assurance doubly sure. Besides,
the mere proposition of God’s existence— some sort
of God— was not sufficient. He required a different
God from Professor Newman'’s ; and although Catholi-
cism did not prove this being’s existence— which,
indeed, could not be proved by logic at all—it
furnished, as he thought, many and splendid corrobo-
rations. And this it was that gave him “ perfect
peace and contentment,” like “ coming into port after
a rough sea,” when he passed his Rubicon and finally
threw in his lot with the Roman Church.

The next point on which the Professor takes me to
task is my statement that Cardinal Newman saw
there was no logical halting-place between Rome
and Atheism. “ Delightful news!” exclaims my
venerable critic: “ Since the days of Isaiah and
Micah, have the whole Jewish nation been so
gliding” down to Atheism? Now the exclamation
is irrelevant, and the question shows a misconception
of the Cardinal's argument. The Jews, before the time
of Christ, had no choice between Catholic Christianity
and Atheism. They lived under a special dispensa-
tion, the Cardinal would have said; but when the
opportunity arose they rejected Christ wilfully, and
in rejecting him they rejected the Church he came
to establish. No doubt the Cardinal would have
included the modern Jews in the category of persons
who have no logical alternative but Atheism or Rome.
Whether the Cardinal did maintain what | allege,
and whether | am right or wrong in agreeing with
him, | proceed to show in detail.

G. W. FOOTE.
(To be concluded.)

CITIZEN CHRIST.

W ere it not that people nowadays more readily take
their theology from their magazines and journals than
from the Bible or the pulpits, it would be ridiculous
to devote a moment’s serious thought to the theology
of such a flabby-minded person as Mr. W. T. Stead.
As the great creator and sustainer of the new journal-
ism, and, barring his friend Giacomo Pecci, the only
living representative of God Almighty on earth;
ready from his arm-chair at Mowbray House to
receive the confidences of the world, and rule the
universe with all the omniscence and infallibility
of divinity, the essence of his religious teaching may
be worthy brief examination. It has been concisely
summed up by an intimate friend of Mr. Stead, as a
belief in the citizen Christ as meeting the wants of
this democratic age. Christ is the representative
citizen whose footsteps we are to follow. Then shall
we avoid the Scylla of sectarianism and the
Charybdis of unbelief.

Christ is continually put before the world as our
ideal, but Mr. Stead’s speciality is regarding him as
the ideal citizen. Manifestly it is absurd to regard
him as an ideal lover, husband, or father, for he is not
depicted in either of these characters. As a son, his
flippant language towards his mother scarcely warrants
his being classed as an ideal. But as a citizen—
well, let us see. On but one question have we any
decisive evidence of Christ's relation to the State.
This, of course, does not matter to Mr. Stead, who
can evolve his citizUn Christ out of his own con-
sciousness. But it is worth while to note what the
records say. The question was the one of paying
tribute-money to Rome. Judasa was subject to Rome.
Every Jew in his heart rebelled, for the Thora (Deut.
xvii.,15) distinctly forbids anything whois not a brother
Jew. On this occasion Jesus was asked if it was lawful
to pay tribute to Caesar. He demanded to bo shown
the tribute money. When they brought him a Roman
penny he said, “ Whose is this imago and super-
scription?” They answered, “ Caesar’s.” Jesus
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answered, “ Render to Caesar the things that are
Casar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” As
an evasion of a difficult question, this was worthy of
the wit of say Mr. Stead. As the serious utterance
of a divine teacher it is scarcely ideal. Even Mr.
Stead will hardly argue that the Queen is entitled to
all the coins and stamps which bear her image and
superscription. We must look elsewhere for Christ's
ideal citizenship. This, we suspect, Mr. Stead has
gathered from private and exclusive sources of
information, such as might be obtained by a personal
interview. But to the law and the testimony.
Whether Jesus ever worked for his living is not quite
clear, though it may be surmised from his being in
one place spoken of as the carpenter. When on his
mission he was attended by certain ladies, who
ministered to him of their substance. Not knowing
the whole of the circumstances we pass no judgment,
but it does not seem ideal citizenship.

What were his aims and methods as a reformer ?
In the first place, it is evident he sought to set up a
kingdom of God, not a democratic commonwealth.
He expected himself to rule, and appointed twelve-
apostles to sit on thrones and judge the twelve tribes
of Israel, and they began to quarrel immediately for
precedence. The Jewish ideal was a theocracy.
This may be Mr. Stead’s ideal also, guessing from
his naive suggestion that the Pope should settle the
Scotch Railway Strike. But this is certainly not the
ideal of the working classes, How did citizen Christ
expect to realise his kingdom of God ? Super-
natui'ally ; and divine vengeance was invoked on
those who opposed himself. Sweet reasonableness
was hardly displayed in shaking off the dust of one’s
feet or in denouncing opponents as children of hell.

We say little of the political impracticability of
his doctrine of non-resistance; of the political
economy of his teaching that poverty is a blessing
and wealth a curse ; that his disciples should sell all
and follow him, give to every one that ask, and pay
those who work one hour as much as those who toil
all day. But what should we .think of a citizen who,
when anointed with ointment so precious that if sold
it might produce a considerable sum of monev for the
benefit of the poor, remarked, “ the poor ye have
with you always, but me ye have not always” ? We
do not say that this was quite as bad as abducting a
child from her parents just to show how the thing
could be done. We prefer Christ’s forgiveness of the
woman taken in adultery to Mr. Stead’s hue and cry
against Mr. Parnell, but it does not follow that his
attitude was that of an ideal citizen.

We may pass over citizen Christ, announcing that
“ a greater than Solomon is here,” and calling all who
ever came before him thieves and robbers, turning
water into wine to continue drunken revels, cursing
a fig tree, turning devils into pigs, and requisitioning
a donkey ; but we must glance at his breach of the
peace at the Temple. We allow his conduct was
more courageous than that of his disciple who incited
the people to go to Trafalgar Square while he
reported their being batoned by the police from the
safety of an hotel window. But what business bad
citizen Christ in raising this particular riot? And
when asked “ By what authority do ye these things ?"
was it sufficient answer to ask in return if John the
Baptist's authority was of heaven ? No, no, Mr-
Stead ; it will hardly do. The ideal citizen could as
readily be found in the pages of Plutarch as in the
gospels. ‘ J. M. W iieelek.

The Rev. Il. W. Clarke, writing in the Contemporary RevklV
on the Land Endowments of the Church, shows that whec
Henry VIII. suppressed the monasteries what was given 10
return was national property. Apart from this, the gros®
annual rental of episcopal and capitular property for the yea,
1880 were £1,484,000. A goodly sum— more than suffiokll
in itself to provide for free education.
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A LIAR ON THE LOOSE.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes has never authenticated
that story of the Atheist Shoemaker. He was chal-
lenged by Mr. Bradlaugh, challenged by Mr. Foote,
and challenged by Mr. Forder. He was invited to
give details by Mr. Spurgeon. His only answer was
that to state particulars would wound the suscepti-
bilities of the Methodist Sisters who brought the
Atheist Shoemaker to Jesus. Some time afterwards,
however, he told a correspondent in Nelson that the
details would soon appear in the Methodist Times.
Of course they have not appeared yet. The story of
that Atheist Shoemaker is sheer invention. There is
not a grain of truth in it. As Charles Lamb said of
one of his own stories, it is a lie from beginning to
-end.

More recently Mr. Hughes led Mr. Stead to
dunderstand ” that Mr. G. J. Holyoake had declared
that Secularism would never have existed if, forty
years ago, the Churches had cared for the poor. Mr.
Holyoake said nothing of the kind. But despite his
letter to the Star, the truthful Hughes neither con-
tradicts Mr. Stead’s “ understanding,” nor admits
his own mistake. No doubt he knows a lie will
serve its turn, however frequently contradicted.
Some people will not see the contradiction, and
others will credit whatever harmonises with their
wi shes.

This convicted liar is on the loose again. He
Quakes use in the Methodist Times of Mrs. Besant's
letter to the Star, without saying a word about Mr.
Foote’s reply. For the benefit, or rather the amuse-
ment, or perhaps the disgust, of our readers we give
Mr. Hughes’s paragraph in full.

“ Mrs. Besant has published her reason for leaving the
Secular Society. It was the election of Mr. Footo as Presi-
dent. She had ‘always strongly disapproved the policy
adopted by Mr. Foote when he started the Freethinker, and
changed the dignified and scholarly line of advocacy he had
previously followed for one of rough caricature and mockery.’
'When Mr. Bradlaugh ‘was replaced by a President whose
materialism is narrow and dogmatic, and whose policy is one
cf insult instead of reason only, | felt it was necessary for me
to-resign.” The step Mrs. Besant has taken is greatly to her
credit, and exactly what all who really knew her would
expect. Secularism as an anti-Christian movement is on its
last legs, and will soon disappear, if Christians have only the
good sense to take no notice of it. Its only chance of con-
tinued life is to get some foolish Christian to argue with it or
1° persecute it. Let us neither bless it at all nor curse it at
alli and it will soon disappear from the land of the living,
ft long ago accomplished the excellent work Mr. Holyoake
contemplated, and has been dead for some time. The sooner
its corpse is buried the better for the public health.”

Mrs. Besant must surely wince at the praise and
congratulations of a creature like Hughes. She
continues to lecture against Christianity, and so far
Aupports “ an anti-Christian movement” which is
‘on its last legs.” But this is a point which Mr.
Hughes discreetly conceals. We should imagine that
ilr. Holyoake, too, is by this time sorry that he spoke
to a man who is capable of twisting words to any
purpose. The dragging in of Mr. Holyoake’s name
® Mr. Hughes in this particular connection, is really
a reassertion of the very lie which Mr. Holyoake
exposed. Secularism has not yet “ accomplished the
excellent work Mr. llolyoake contemplated.” Such

assertion is simply impudent in face of Mr.
olyoako s Star letter and his recent lectures aud
Pamphlets.

Tjle “ last-legs” posture of Secularism, and its
Peedy disappearance, are quite inconsistent with Mr.
j'cote’s Star letter in reply to Mrs. Besant. In that
la n>Mr: Foote pointed out that, despite Mr. Brad-
impaired health and resignation of the
VTe®iprey, and despite Mrs. Besant’s secession, the
eNational Secular Society was growing”in numbers

n funds more rapidly than ever. This was an
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|official statement, which can be proved to any inquirer.
IBut Mr. Hughes drops it as unprofitable. He prefers
|lies to truth, especially when they are to the glory of
God— in other words, to the advantage of the clergy.

Observe Mr. Hughes’s attitude towards persecution.
He expresses no objection to it on principle, but
thinks it might help Freethought. On discussion he
is more straightforward, though his words are ill-
chosen. Many foolish Christians still oppose Free-
thought. It is the knowing ones who avoid discus-
sion. They see its dangers. Their recommendation
is a conspiracy of silence. Now and then they rise
to the level of Mr. Hughes, and convert fabulous
Freethinkers. It is easier than confuting actual
ones; it saves all the risk of discussion; and the
counterfeit serves as well as the real article.

Mr. Hughes is of that class of persons who have
need of good memories. No wonder his metaphors
are mixed. The Secularism which is introduced as
“ on its last legs,” has soon afterwards “ been dead
for some time.” Mr. Hughes will not live to see the
funeral. He knows he is romancing. He is not
exactly a fool. He belongs to the other sort. Never
would he cudgel bis brains, and go through the pain
of literary parturition, for the sake of proving that
Methodism is able to convert Atheists, if the Free-
thought movement were already dead. His very Lie
in Five Chapters is itself a proof that he is lying in
this assumption of indifference.

DEATH OF BENJAMIN CONSTANT.

Benjamin Constant, the Brazilian Republican Minister, is
dead. More than any other man he was responsible for the
late revolution in Brazil, and the sterling reforms that have
followed it. He was an ardent Freethinker and a disciple
of Comte. As a professor at Rio he exercised a powerful
influence on hundreds of young minds, especially of officers
in the army. The proclamation and peaceful establishment
of the Republic was the result of the seeds he sowed during
many years of patient propaganda. His influence was felt
in the separation of Church and State, the instituting of
civil marriage, and the wide extension of public education.
Benjamin Constant did not live long enough to see the full
fruition of his labors, but he lived long enough to prove
that leadership is still a great fact in the world, and that
one man with sound head and heart and a lofty purpose may
lift a whole nation to a nobler level.

OBITUARY.

On Thursday, 22nd ult., | read the Secular Service over
the remains of James Gray, aged 85, of Walworth, at the
iVlanor Park Cemetery. Deceased had been a Freethinker for
over fifty years, an ardent supporter of the Freethought
movement when it required rare courage to be known as an
avowed heretic. He knew Charles Southwell and other
famous Freethought advocates, and was a great admirer of
Mr. Bradlaugh. He was the first member of the Camberwell
Branch of the N. S. S. Some time before bis death he ex-
pressed a desire that | should speak a few words at his
graveside. His last wish, that ho should have a purely
secular funeral, was faithfully carried out.— Animus B. Moss.

Died on January 19th, at 7 Stacey-street, Shaftesbury-
avenue, Alexander Hollands, aged 57. An Atheist he lived,
an Atheist he died, and his remains were interred at St.
George's Cemetery, Hanwell, on Saturday, 25th. Mr. Haslam
read the Secular Burial Service at the graveside.— Johx
Hockin.

N. S. S BENEVOLENT FUND.

R. Bulmer, £1; “ Daylight,” JOs.; “ Daylight” Junr.
2s.; W. Mitchell, 5s.; Hanley Branch, 8s. 9d. ; Mr. and
Mrs. Burton, 10s. ; Cardiff Branch, 10s. ; J. F. Hampson,
2s. 6s.; Annie Hampson, 2s. 6d.; T. llo'stead 2*.; Il
Peseman, 10s. Gd.; F. Deake, 5s.; Grimsby Branch. 2s. Gd.
W. Wood, 2s. Gd.; T. Naylor, 2s. Gd.; Collected at Mr.
Forder’s lecture at West Ham, £2 18s.—R. Fobdee.

“ Uncle, do you know what season of the year aud what time

of day it was that Adam and Evo were turned out of the

.garden of Eden?” “Can't say | do, Harry. Do you?”
|“ Yes, sir. It was afall Eve.”
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CORRESPONDENCE.

MISCHIEVOUS AND DESTRUCTIVE.
TO THE EDITOR OP “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— The paragraph which you quote from Mrs. Besant's
“ Apologia Mea” in the Star has greatly surprised me. |
must admit I am not acquainted with the “ scholarly line of
advocacy (you) previously followed,” and still less with one
of “ rough caricature and mockery.” | have been a reader
of your indeed valuable paper for a year or more, and can
freely assure Mrs. Besant, or any one else, that your articles
and those of your contributors have given me—a young
Freethinker—much good and, as | have proved, reliable
information.

She further says your policy “is one of insult instead of
reason.” |, as one individual, have not found it so. For
even before | became a member of the Glasgow Branch of the
N. S. S. | wrote to you asking advice as to a course of study,
etc., on Freethought investigation, and you gave me, not a
line or two in the Freethinker, but a personal letter; and |
fail to see that such a course, nay, that such a courtesy, is
“ mischievous” or “ destructive ” to the best interests of the
Freethought party.— 1 am, Sir, yours sincerely,

80 King Street, Govan.

January 23, 1890.

Wm. Giljiour.

A VOICE FROM RUSSIA.

Sir,— | cannot find adequate words to express to you the
feeling of gratitude called forth by your paper, in me as well
as in other Russian readers, the number of which is much
greater than ydu can imagine, taking into consideration the
severity of the measures now taken by the Russian Govern-
ment against Dissenters. The article of Mr. Wheeler in the
Freethinker of the 4th inst. having been translated into
Russian by— horribile dictu—an orthodox clergyman (I mean
the article “ Our Position”), is now, like many others of the
same weight and significance, circulating in hundreds of
written copies amongst the enlightened public, and you may
be sure that the thoughts put down therein will leave their
traces on every one into whose hands one of those sheets may
happen to fall. We—1 am speaking in the name of many of
your adherents and admirers— we all deeply regret to be pre-
cluded from the possibility of materially contributing to the
propagation of your paper, for reasons which, with you,
certainly require no commentary. Still we hope, sooner or
later, to be enabled to put into your hands, through the
medium of one of our friends, who will have the pleasure of
making your personal acquaintance, a more tangible token of
our most heartfelt sympathy with the noble champions for
Freethought, whose energy and perseverance cannot suffi-
ciently be’ admired. We must wait for a favorable oppor-
tunity of placing at your disposal our mite.

If you wish to have any idea of what Christian fanaticism
is often capable of, you must pay a visit to our city for a day
or two. You will in this short space of time see acts of
cruelty and injustice which you could not admit as possible
at the close of the nineteenth century, if you were not an
eye-witness. If the Jews, to speak now only of them, were
handed over, body, soul, and property, to the ferocious in-
stincts of the Russian police, for their having been the
originators of Christianity, | have not the slightest doubt
but a great many impartial judges, even among the Jews
themselves, would, just for that rtason, endorse the system
of persecution now practised on them in this country. But
no ; the most revolting deeds of barbarism are being perpe-
trated on them in the name of Christianity. Allow mo to
mention only one fact.

Not very far from our city, a few weeks ago, a poor Jew
was walking in the street, and, stumbling over a stone lying
in the way, involuntarily came into contact with the “ noble
body of the wife of an off ial occupying an influential post
in the administration of the town. The Jew, put into prison
for frightening the lady, was, after due admonition, most
emphatically feruled. Having, a few days after, recovered
from his surprise and pains, the miserable victim of Christian
love and humility complained to one of the lawyers of the
town, asking him to defend his human rights. The lawyer, a
co-religionist, took the matter in hand, and, presenting him-
self to the said official, the husband of the nervous lady,
inquired on what legal grounds the Jew was thus treated,
and asked permission to get an insight into or a copy of
the documents justifying this special punishment. The
lawyer was politely advised to address himself to the police,
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where he could find what he wanted. Whilst the lawyer was
on the way to the police station, the official telephoned there,
ordering the inquisitive lawyer to be treated just in the same
way and the same measure as his client, an order which was
punctually executed !

Can you find anywhere a more impartial official ? You
have a big work, indeed, and a difficult one too, no doubt,
since religious prejudices die hard, unfortunately too hard.
But it is no small consolation that they, sooner or later, must
die. However, do not despair, and keep up the “ flag in the
battle for freedom,” as you have done till now.

The consciousness of having sincere, although clandestine,
followers in the remotest parts of a country where idolatry
is as j'et almost in its fullest bloom, must keep up in you
that moral courage which distinguishes you so advantageously
from those that imagine that Freethought is made for their
own personal and private use. It will surely offer you some
satisfaction to learn that, guided by persons like Uspenski,
Troizki, and others well versed in the theological questions,
Freethought is making visible progress in and round about
our town, without any detriment to the feeling of patriotism,
and it only wants a favorable moment to show to the world
the as yet hidden fruits of your most eloquent love of enlight-
enment and truth, of humanity and justice.

Yours truly, T. P.

19th January, 1891.

[This correspondent is a Russian. He dare not give his
name or that of the town in which he resides, for very obvious
reasons.— Editor, Freethinker.]

ACID DROPS«

The Methodist Times calls on its party to vote straight
against the Government proposals as to public education.
Better abandon the 839 Wesleyan day-schools, with their
180,840 children, and trust entirely to the 6,936 Sunday-
schools, than sanction what is virtually a new endowment of
the Church of England in 10,000 parishes. The President
of the Wesleyan Conference has called a meeting of the
Special Education Committee, and our pious contemporary
says that “ no Methodist meeting of equal importance has
taken place for nearly a generation.” All the followers of
John Wesley are implored to resist the Church’'s greed for
money and power. Let voluntary education go altogether.
Lot us have State schools everywhere, and unsectarian Bible
teaching. Then will “ every Nonconformist child in the
land ” be “ protected from cruel oppression.”

All this is very pretty, but where does principle come in ?
If religion of any Kkind is taught in public schools, it should
certainly be the religion of the State Church. “ Oh no,”
cries the Nonconformist, “ we won’t have it; it is unfair to
teach our children what wo disbelieve and even hate.”
Then the Freethinker steps in and says, “ Very well then,
why do you thrust the Bible into public schools ? We Free-
thinkers object to it as strongly as you Nonconformists
object to Church teaching.” “ Oh,” replies the Noncon-
formist, “ there is a conscience clause for you.” “ Yes,”
says the Freethinker, “ and there is a conscience clause for
you too.” “ Ah, but that conscience clause is a sham,” cries
the Nonconformist. “ True,” replies the Freethinker, “ and
if it does not really protect you against the Church, neither
does it really protect us against you.” Then the Noncon-
formist loses his temper and swears. The fact is, he is not .
fighting for liberty at all, but only for the safety of his own
sect. .

Godliness is great gain, is a true old text. The Rev. Dr.
Il. Evans, of Carnarvon, has been offered a pastorate in
Australia, with £1,200 a year, and £200 to cover his travelling
expenses.

More proof of the gain of godliness. Dr. Armitage, a New
York minister, has been presented by his Baptist friends, with
a house worth £8,000. This gentleman is a disciple of the
poor Nazarene who, as Robert Taylor said, was born in »
stable, lived on the high road, and died on the gallows.

Religion is a trade all tho world over. In Austria and
Hungary the revenues of the bishops and archbishops are
princely, while the mass of tho people are ground down in
poverty. The Archbishop of Prague takes 80,000 fr. a year j
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of Vienna, 60,000 ; and several 40,000. This is the gospel
of poverty which some cannot see the humbug of.

Dr Adler, the late Chief Eabbi, left the following message
to the Jews in his will:(—*“ Continue to shun, oh ! my dear
ones—as | know you do—every kind of usury.” As T know
you do is good. Dr. Adler must have written that with his
tongue in his cheek. Yet at the moment of writing it he
was standing, so to speak, in the very presence of his God.

In the Marylebone Workhouse, at the end of one week in
December, there were 1,620 inmates, whose religious per-
suasions were as follows :—

Church of England 1,237
Boman Catholics 370
Presbyterians ... 4

Greek Church 1
Catholic Apostolic 1
Theistic ... 1
No Beligion 2
Wesleyans 4

The Methodist Times chuckles over the relative smallness
of the Wesleyan group; but forgets to notice that the no-
religionists are still smaller, though they ought logically— so
wicked, lazy, drunken, and profligate are they— to monopolise
the accommodation.

According to the census returns there are 140 religious
sects in the United States. This includes the Theosophists.
Evidently the prospect of “ Christian union” is as bad in
America as it is in England.

Archdeacon Farrar's last sermon in Westminster Abbey
contained two notable admissions; first, that “ our working
classes as a body turn their backs on the churches ” ; secondly
that “ the so-called religious press is rife with that peculiar
spitefulness which seems to bo a characteristic of insincerity.”
A Daniel come to judgment,yea, | say, a Daniel!

Mr. W. T. Stead is” quite the funny man of modern
journalism. He selects John Stuart Mill and Mrs. Besant as
the most illustrious beaux ideals of what a Christ on earth
should be. No wonder the Christian Commonwealth “ repu-
diates the association of our Divine Lord in such a category.”

Mr. Stead has given six suggestions for the improvement
of the churches. Five of them are hysterical recommenda-
tions of certain parts of Scripture and of the “ great concep-
tion of the citizens of Christ.” But one of the six (number 4)
Is, “ Use the magic lantern more.” Oh, the bathos of that
ftiagic lantern ! Mr. Stead thinks that one of his suggestions

be useful. Probably number four.

“ To souls trained in high fellowship,” says Dr. Parker,
‘ there is a whiff of heavenly odor in the stinging wind.”
Ah, yes ! Dr. Parker, but it all depends on how you are fed
and clothed, and what is your constitution. If you are in
robust health, if you are well clad with good boots and a
thick overcoat, and if your stomach is lined with good fat
capon or something equivalent, you may face the stinging
wind and laugh as you breast it. But where is its “ heavenly
odor ” if you are feeble in body, poor in pocket, ill-clad, ill-
fed, and perhaps homeless, with the thermometer ten or fifteen
degrees below freezing point? On the whole, Doctor, you
ought, to be ashamed to preach such stuff when myriads of

%%Hrrbé?_llow—creatures are suffering from the severity of the

Between fifty and a hundred Indian women and childre
were Killed at the battle of Wounded Knee Creek. All hai
thou Angel of Civilisation and Messenger of God to men c¢
peace and good will that prompteth the agents to rob an
debauch the Indians and urgetli the soldiers to Kkill then
Dot us swell with pride on account of the glorious deeds c

the brave men who are teaching the savages of the plain
what true civilisation means.

One of the Indians who was killed at Wounded Knee Creek
Was discovered to have on his person a religious tract entitled,
“ Behold the Kingdom of God has come nigh Thee. The
bullet which killed him made a hole through the tract A
Christian clergvman gave him the tract. - jms lan so fier
shot him. Truly the Kingdom of God came near him in two
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of its most effective manifestations— cant and a Wincheste
rifle.— Twentieth Century.

The Bev. J. L. Bentoul is reported as making a bold
statement in a lecture on “ Humanity’s Gain from Unbelief.”
He said he did not know of a single man of the present day
who was a great scholar who had attached himself to
infidelity. We know Mr. Bentoul may quibble on the words
great scholar and infidelity; but we ask him, Does he mean
to imply that Leslie Stephen, Judge Stephen, Prof. Huxley,
Lecky, Seeley, Tyndall, Spencer, and Bain are Christians, or
that these are not among the great scholars of the pre-
sent day ?

The Bev. Walter Walsh, of Newcastle, tried to convert the
local Secularists. He seemed to think that the appearance
of a live minister among them would charm away their
scepticism. But it didn’t, and he retired in not the best of
tempers. Lately he presided at a meeting to discuss why
working men do not go to church. The meeting ended in
smoke. Mr. Walsh will have to find some other means of
filling his chapel.

The Betford Wesleyans had a bazaar, and among the
“ special attractions ” were fencing, single-stick, and a shoot-

ing gallery. Fancy J. 0. and the Apostles at a shooting
gallery! But the Betford Wesleyans are above such
prejudices. .

Holding forth at Birmingham on church extension, the
Dean of Worcester deplored that Christianity in England was
split up into 250 sects. PoorEagland! he exclaimed. But,
for our part, we regard this multiplication of sects as a great
advantage. It promotes toleration, for one thing. The
sects keep each other in check, and the Freethinker profits
by their mutual animosity.

The Bishop of Chester referring to a rumor that he rode
round his diocese on a tricycle, gave some excellent advice.
'People he said “ should keep their judgment in suspense till
they had really ascertained the facts.” Capital. Let us
apply it to religion. The stories of Jesus Christ walking on
the water, and ascending bodily into heaven, are much more
wonderful than of a bishop having ridden a tricycle, and are
not even mentioned by contemporaries.

At All Saints, Stoke Newington, they gave an entertain-
ment entitled “ My Lord in Livery.” The announcement on
the church bills excited some wonderment as to what the
Lord was doing in livery.

Anything for a change. Outside the Wesleyan Chapel,
Hackney-road, is the announcement “ Good Singing. Com-
mon Sense Talk.” The last item must be a novelty.

The prayers of the hallelujah lasses fora thaw reminds the
Dispatch of the remark of the infidel after a great drought.
When rain had not fallen for two months, the Methodists had
a prayer meeting, and sure enough rain soon followed. He
asked whether they believed that the rain fell in consequence
of the prayers. They said most assuredly. “ Then all | can
say,” said he, “ is that you are a set of miserable cusses not
to have prayed six weeks before.”

One result of the cold was the loss of over a million
oysters. In North Wales upwards of three thousand sheep
have perished on the hills. A result of the thaw has been
landslips and floods endangering life in various directions.
But His hand isovera I1.__

Mr Gladstone says the Creation Story was meant to show
men how the fatherly care of Providence had fitted the world
to be their dwelling place. This great truth has just been
illustrated in America. A frightful snow-storm did several
millions dollars’ damage in New York alone. Other cities
fared as badly in proportion, and there is sure to have been a
considerable loss of life at sea.

The Bcv. M. Ball, representing a deputation from the
Church Missionary Society to the Christ Church Auxiliary at
Surbiton, and who has labored for ten years in Scinde, said
that the number of Christian converts were only as a drop in
a bucket. Thanks to the industrious efforts of atheists at
home, infidelity was spreading with alarming rapidity in
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India, and particularly among tlie educated classes, five
millions of whom now spoke and wrote the English language.
B.A.'s were almost as plentiful as blackberries, and yet
idolatry maintained its hold upon the affections of the people.
The deputation was not of the number of those who believed
that Hindooism is tottering to its fall. His experience
pointed the other way. He himself had seen new temples
arising, some of which when completed would have cost many
lacs of rupees. Still he was for persevering, and exhorted
his hearers to shell out liberally to counteract the efforts of
tfie hosts of Satan.

Bishop Suter of Nelson, New Zealand, suddenly lost his
sight, owing to congestion of the brain while reading prayers
in his chapel. Such occurrence should stop forever the pious
impiety which delights in tracing the hand of providence.

According to the Loyal American, the histories used in the
Catholic schools in the United States are misleading falsifica-
tions. The errors and corruptions of Borne are concealed,
and it is pretended to have been the friend of American
Independence because “ Catholic France and Spain ” sent aid
to the colonists in their struggle. This was of course because
these powers were at war with England in order to cripple
her, not from their love of liberty, still less the Pope’'s. In
their school-books Carroll, who was born of Catholic parents,
is made the central leading person who signed the Declaration
of Independence. The Loyal American points out that
Carroll was the friend of Prine, Jefferson and Franklin, and
“ learned civil and religious liberty from his associates, who
were mainly Freethinkers.”

The bankrupt firm of S. A. Kean and Co., Chicago, which
was conducted on Christian principles, held all the cash of the
African Mission Fund, and Bishop Taylor, the missionary, is
in sad straits. It appears that he bought African children of
their parents, to train them up as Christians, and as heaps of
them are but partly paid for the Bishop’s position is danger-
ous. Many of the American subscribers were to have their
names given to the Christianised little blackies.

Joseph Faulk killed his wife at Pittsburg. He says he was
hypnotised by George Knauff, who claimed to be the Messiah,
and ordered the murder of Mrs. Faulk as a sacrifice to God.

The Rev. Mr. Brown, rector of the Episcopal church at
Middleton, in Nova Scotia, is a peppery customer. A divinity
student, on his way to preach at Annapolis, inadvertently sat
down in an express train on the reverend gentleman’s fur cap.
Immediately the man of God jumped up, and gave the divinity
student a terrific blow in the face, blacking both his eye3 and
breaking his nose. Parson Brown has evidently mistaken his
vocation. He should join the great John L. Sullivan.

The Rev. Dr. Wild, of Toronto, has been preaching on
“ Stanley and Africa.” He regarded Stanley as a divinely
raised forerunner of African missionaries. In the course of
his sermon ho exclaimed, “ Thank God for chunky Stanley I’
What is “ chunky” ? If we are to criticise Wild sermons
we shall have to keep a universal Slang Dictionary.

General Booth can do no wrong, in the opinion of some
journals that slaver the feet of success— like the Daily News,
for instance, which hangs on Booth's lips as an oracle.
“ General ” Booth wrote to the Lord Mayor, as an equal
power, inviting co-operation in relieving the prevalent dis-
tress. In that letter he said that his officers had counted
164 homeless and penniless persons on Blackfriars Bridge on
a particular night. On the face of it the statement was
absurd. The thermometer was registering several degrees
below freezing point, and anyone who dropt asleep on Black-
friars Bridge would ne- t get up again. Besides, railway
arches and other such places would certainly be patronised
in preference to open Thames bridges in such dreadful
weather. The Lord Mayor naturally told Booth that his
statement was inaccurate. The police had been very strict
about the bridges of late. Thereupon Booth said that the
164 homeless and penniless persons had been counted on
“ the approaches” to the bridge—an elastic phrase that
might be made to cover half London.

Booth'’s officers counted the 164, but what Booth’s officers
did for them does not transpire. And now comes the climax
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of the farce. Prophet Baxter, of the Christian Herald, writes
to the Star that his own agents supplied lodging-house tickets
to the homeless at the north end of Blackfriars Bridge, and
“ it is a profound mystery to me how there could have been
164 persons on or about Blackfriars Bridge during all the
night after every one applying for it there had got a lodging-
house ticket.” .

It is amusing to see Booth and Baxter at loggerheads.
But Booth seems to have the worst of it. He will have to
invent another bridge.

The Secretary of the West Ham Branch has received the
following letter. The advertisement was for Mr. Sam Stan-
dring’s course of Free Lectures during February on “ English
Christianity : its Rise and Decline.” The Stratford Express
inserts it without question :—Copy.—*“ To Mr. Anderson.
Dear Sir,— We cannot, at present, see our way clear to insert
the enclosed advertisement in the Stratford Herald. Any-
thing suggestive of the decline of Christianity we cannot
consent to advertise.—We are, yours very truly, The Pro-
prietors, per pro W. T. Habverson.” Well, well, the Strat-
ford Herald needn’t advertise the decline of Christianity. It
doesn’'t want much advertising nowadays.

Good old Spurgeon !
he assures his congregation.

He stands by “ the old standard,” as
He is resolved not to move an
inch forward. God forbid ! He declares “ there is no telling
what we shall hear next.” Christian ministers are forsaking;
the Gospel; in other words, they are adjusting themselves, as
they know they must or perish, to the spirit of the age.

“ May the sun shine,” Spurgeon says, “ and the warm winds
blow, and the voice of the turtle be heard in the land.”
Turtle or no turtle, we echo this genial wish. It is rather
too bad of Spurgeon’s god to burn us hereafter and freeze us
here.

One must go abroad to learn news. From far Cornwall, a
letter in the Redruth Independent tells us the real truth about
the decay of Secularism and the decline of the Freethoughi
party. It seems it was not the work of the Church, nor even
of the Nonconformist ministers. It was owing to John Duud.
“ It was left to John Dunn, a working man, to drive Atheism
out of Hyde Park. John Dunn succesded in his task ; his
attacks on Atheism showed an acquaintance with Biblical
teaching, astronomy, geology, etc., that surprised people.
John Dunn astounded everybody who heard him, and the
Freethinkers left Hyde Park, and set up their flag in North

London. In North London to-day the battle is raging
fiercely.” But John Dunn is there, and is clearly winning the
fight. We suspect that when John Dunn returns to Hyde

Park he will find the defeated Freethinkers have skulked back
there again from North London, whither they fled, astounded
by his valor. The letter is signed “ John Kinsman,” and is
dated from 32 Wolsey-road, Mildmay Park. Surely it should
be John’s kinsman.

The Rev. Principal Reynolds, lecturing "on Mission Enter-
prise said, '“ in this field there was natural selection with no
struggle for existence.” This however is not the opinion of
the heathen who look on in amazement at the strife of Chris-
tian sects.

The Vicar of Lelant, in Cornwall, ordered a young lady in
the choir to leave the church, and would not proceed with
the service until the holy edifice was purged of her pre-
sence. She had committed the dreadful crime of attending a
mission service at a Wesleyan chapel.

Max Muller’s lectures have raised a deal of discussion on
Miracles in Glasgow, and Harry Long, the well-known Glasgow
Green Orange orator, has challenged any one to debate with
him, and prove miracles do not exist. Will Harry com»
South and prove they do ?

Professor Milligan, of Aberdeen, has blown a counterblast,
against Professor Max Muller. He declines to allow that
the ascension of Christ, like the ascension of Elijah, ia ®
mythical story containing a spiritual truth. He says that if
the ascension is a myth, the resurrection is a myth, and tli®
incarnation is a myth, and the whole Christian faith is *
delusion and a snare. Which it is, Dr. Milligan, which it
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, February 1, Alhambra Music Hall, Porter-street,
Hull; at 11, “ Let us Pray ” ; at 2.30, “ Where is the Devil ?
at 6.30, “ The Grand Old Book.”

February 8, Leeds; 15, South Shields;
Shields; 18, Crook; 19, Spennymoor; 20, Middlesboro’;
Ox Hill; 22, Newcastle.

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Hall of Science.

April 5, Birmingham; 12, Camberwell;
Liverpool.

May 10, Camberwell.

June 7, Camberwell,

16, Blyth; 17, N.
21,

19, Belfast; 26,

14 and 21, Hall of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica-
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

T he freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at
the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Haft Year,
3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7Jd. Australia, China and Africa :
—One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months,
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. 10d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.;
Three Months, 2s. 8Jd.

Scale of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch,
3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for
repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future
receive the number when their subscription expires in a
colored wrapper.

H. Weightman.—See “ Sugar Plums.”

Daylight—Thanks for cuttings. The other matter shall be
attended to.

J- F. Henley —Delighted to see the West London Branch is
so active.

C. Doeg.—The date is booked.
unless you cannot hire the hall.

R. Shaw.—Pardon us for not inserting your letter. We have
received so many in support of Mr. Foote. Send the copy
you refer to whenever you please.

T. Phillips— (1) The Foote-Shaw debate will soon be pub-
lished as a sixpenny pamphlet. (2) Macmillan and Co.
publish Professor Huxley's pamphlet on Booth, price one
shilling net. (3) The gentleman you refer to took the
editorship of a political paper, and has to keep quiet on
Freethought. (4) Books on elocution are almost worthless.
Practical instruction from a good elocutionist is what we
should recommend. (5) Shall be glad to receive the copy of
Huxley’s letter.

H. Wiseman.—The term “ Freethought” does not occur in
the National Secular Society’s principles. Freethought, in
our opinion, is thought without prejudice or- fear of conse-
guences.

Allen Lawton.—The Buddhists keep Thursday, the Moham-
medans Friday, the Jews Saturday, the Christians Sunday.
Foe other days are said to have been kept sacred in religions
now extinct.

Atheist Frenchman.—La Yerite Philosophique will be sent
Post free from Paris for four francs for one year. The office
is 28 Rue Mont Thabor, Paris.

engine Driver —Always glad to receive cuttings.

R PRAITIIIDGK— The date is booked.

-l; HicholIs—Thanks for your valued communication.

p p *B.—Always pleased to hear from you.

. = Write whenever you feel the spirit movo. ~four English

H N\fVer™ K° 0l indeed for a foreigner.

, ellor—As you say, a man in Mr. Foote’s position is
ound to have enemies. All ho can do is to take care not to
' ®enemies of those who should be friends. Glad to hear
) p-v™JeCliie Nr- Wheeler's instructive articles, and find
Hit A,” rnfu llas “ sixpennyworth of reading in it.”
1,, Y'nham is not very far from Manchester, and you
.mght occasionally hear a Freethought Iecture them
J plIAL Z 1harstd ﬁmg@ur good wisrel
. Silkstone— Glad to hoar you were “ |ntense|y amused as
well as instructed ” by the lecture on tho Trinity Puzzle.
The address shall be kept with a view to the purpose
indicated.

V. L. W,—You must apply by letter to the Librarian of the
British Museum for a reading-room ticket. Certainly tho
Sacred Books of tho East, translated under the editorship of
Prof. Max Muller, are worth reading.

Evans—Cuttings are always welcome.

D. Turner—Glad to hear from one on the road to Free-
thngH‘nt who finds this journal an antlg}ote to superstitigp.
de are sorry fo  hear_of your, bredibe0s
ueath but glad to know we had his good opinion, and still

R.hgvo yours. Ramphief sent.

Mrs\Wk | lings—=Waltel Besant, the novelist, is a brother of
. Besant’s husband. pjeased to have your approval, but

You need not write again

The Freethinker.

55

sorry to hear of the trouble you have with newsagents.
Many complaints have reached us lately. We appeal to our
readers to press reluctant newsagents.

C. F. D.—Follow no one's guidance. Think for yourself, and
act according to your own light. There is much truth, as
well as humor, in the first part of your letter.

Southport Agnostic—Much too long.

M. D. H.—Hardly short or pointed enough.
verse is a frightful task.

A. Swinney.—Your balance-sheet of the Balls Pond Secular
Sick and Tontine Society is a most creditable document.
Freethinkers in the locality might join with profit.

W. H. Morrish —Mr. Foote will write you.

F. Johnson—We have always lost money on the Special
Numbers, and for the present at least we must discontinue
them.

E. S. Roberts—You are quite right. Japan is a very pro-
gressive country, and it is not Christian, nor likely to be.

G. Gale—We haven't the slightest idea to whom he referred.
Yarns of that sort, in pulpits, are as plentiful as pigs in
Ireland.

J. M. Smith.—You can hardly expect us to insert a letter of
such length. We reply as follows. (1) Yours is the only
letter we have received in opposition to Mr. Foote, and your
use of such epithets as “ rude, pointless, and silly ” shows
the temper in which you write. (2) Mr. Foote cannot discuss
the subject with you. He replied to Mrs. Besant's attack
and has no more to say unless she begins afresh. (3) The
decline of the N. W. London Branch, of which you are a
member, has been going on for years, and lectures on Dreams
and Reincarnation are not the means to revive it. (4) Mr.
Foote has lectured four times at Milton Hall during the last
six months. Scores of Branches want his services. In what
way, then, is your Branch neglected? (5) We refrain from
characterising your inquiry as to the value of the five hun-
dred members who have joined the N. S. S. during the last
eight months. (6) Do you really mean that Christians may
teach children that Jesus was born without a father, and
that a Freethinker shows ill taste in criticising this teaching
in a pamphlet entitled A Virgin Mother ? If that is aspirit
at all prevalent in your Branch, we are not surprised atyour
stagnation.

Papers Received.—Fritankaren — Liberty — Freethought—
Ironclad Age— Menscheuthum— Echo—Neues Frereligioses
Sonntags-Blatt — Freidenker — The Liberator—Der Arme
Teufel—Secular Thought — Boston Investigator—Western
Figaro—La Vérité Philosophique—Progressive Thinker—
Flaming Sword—Loyal American—Two Worlds— Star—
Truthseeker—Lucifer—Glasgow Herald—Open Court—Fair
Play—Monist—Dwarf—Redruth Independent—Heckmond-
wike Herald—Surrey Comet— Twentieth Century— Southern
Shields Daily Gazette—De Dageraad.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish tocall our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
standB over till the following week.

* Stewing down ”

MR. BRADLAUGH.

Mr. Bradlaugh'’s condition is still dangerous. His
present illness is, if possible, worse than the one that
prostrated him fifteen months ago. Last Saturday
his case seemed hopeless. The skilful physicians
could only let nature fight the battle of life or
death. Happily the struggle was decided, at least
for the time, in Mr. Bradlaugh’s favor. He sur-
mounted that crisis, and his condition slightly
improved. But the heart is so much affected that he
is unable to sleep, and while we may hope passionately
for the best it is idle to close our eyes to the grave

peril of his situation.
No one is allowed to see him but the doctors, the

nurses, and his daughter. On Sunday afternoon I
called to learn how he was. | crept on tiptoe past
his bedroom door and saw Mrs. Bonner in his study.
She looked worn but brave-spirited. It is a trying
time for her, with a dearly-loved father hovering
between life and death. She is his only child now.’
Her brother died years ago. Her sister’s grave | saw
at Woking a few weeks ago, scraping off the snow
to read the inscription on the stone. It is natural
that tho two living ones should cling together. But
the prospect was dark, though not quite black, and I
felt inexpressibly sad as | crept down the stairs.

A gentleman was ringing as | opened the front
door. His voice was not at all subdued. Evidently
he did not know the gravity of Mr. Bradlaugh’s
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illness. But Ms voice softened as | told him the
facts. He gave me his card, but | did not look at it

till he was gone. His last words were, “ All his
friends in the House of Commons are anxious about
him/" Then | looked at the card. It bore thé name
of Mr. C. T. Kitchie, President of the Local Govern-
ment Board. Evidently Mr. Bradlaugh has won the
respect of both sides in the House of Commons. It
was a piece of nature’s irony that he should be lying
in that sick room, in deadly peril, just as his personal
worth was properly recognised and his public useful-
ness had free scope.

The improvement in Mr. Bradlaugh’s condition
was maintained on Monday, but he had a bad night
and was very weak on Tuesday morning. As we go
to press (Wednesday noon) | learn that there is no
change in Mr. Bradlaugh’s condition. He remains
in a state of great feebleness. | understand he is
not informed of his splendid triumph in the House of
Commons on Tuesday night, when the old resolution
declaring him unable to affirm or swear, and conse-
quently unable to sit, was ordered to be expunged
from the books by general consent of the House.

G. W. Foote.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote had a capital audience at the Hall of Science on
Sunday, and quite an ovation at the close of his lecture.
Referring to the incomprehensible nature of the Trinity, he
said, “ | am one of those vulgar persons who demand a reason
for what they are asked to believe.” At the word “ vulgar ”
there was a general titter among the audience. They were
thinking of a recent letter in the Star.

Owing to Mr. Bradlaugh’'s breakdown fresh arrangements
have had to be made for February at the Hall of Science.
Mr. G. J. Holycake will take the first Sunday evening and
discourse on “ General Booth’s Scheme.” Mr. Touzeau
Parris will follow. Curiously, both these gentlemen have
just recovered from serious accidents. Mr. Holyoake was
knocked down by an omnibus, and Mr. Parris fell and broke
his collar bone.

Mr. Forder had a bumping house at West Ham on Sunday.
Nearly three pounds was collected for the Benevolent Fund.

Mr. Forder delivers three lectures to-day in the Trades
Societies’ Hall, Huddersfield. The admission is free, and we
hope Mr. Forder will have a hearty reception.

By the way, there is a curious thing about those Hudders-
field meetings. By way of showing respect for the Sabbath,
the audience has to enter the hall by the back door and
ascend a narrow staircase. After the lecture the front door
is thrown open. By-and-bye, perhaps, the audience will be
allowed to go in as well as leave by the front door.

The Newcastle Branch, at its monthly meeting on Sunday,
passed the following resolution :— *“ That this Branch heartily
agrees with our President’s methods and principles of propa-
ganda, and repudiates the assertion that he has damaged or
hindered the work in any way.” Mr. Tullen moved, Mr.
Jamieson seconded, and Mr. Keif was instructed to forward
the resolution to headquarters.

The Secretary of the Spennymoor Branch reports that the
members discussed the late controversy on Sunday; they
were sorry to make a choice, but they unanimously supported
Mr. Foote’s action.

These resolutions are inserted because there is no just
principle on which they could be excluded. But Mr. Foote
begs other Branches not to pass resolutions on the subject.
It would be a different thing if Mrs. Besant were a member
of the N. S. S.

Mr. Moss had a large audience on Sunday at Leicester.
His lecture was on “ Why General Booth must Fail.” The
discussion lasted over an hour. We notice Mr. Moss’'s pen
occasionally in the London Echo.
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Mrs. S. D. Proctor lectures on
Worlds ” for the Sunday Lecture Society this afternoon
(Feb. 1) at four o'clock, in St. George's Hall, Langham-
place, W.

“ The Life and Death of

The Richmond (Surrey) Literary Society had a discussion
on devils, Satan, Mephistopheles, Lucifer, etc. All the
speakers treated the real existence of a personal devil as
merely a joke. But how about the devil’'s great antagonist?

The Leyton Branch held its first quarterly meeting on
Sunday. A fair amount in hand was shown by the balance-
sheet. If all Freethinkers in the district would join, this
might be made a strong Branch. The secretary’s address is
— Mr. W. Jenkinson, Clarke’'s Cottages, Oooper’'s-lane, Leyton.

A course of Free Lectures will be delivered by the West
London (late Hyde Park) Branch at the Kilburn Liberal Club,
Belsize-road, Kilburn, on the two first Tuesdays and the two
last Fridays in February, at 8 o’clock. Mr. 0. J. Hunt opens
the course next Tuesday with a lecture on “ Immortality and
Science.” The same Branch is also holding lectures, admis-
sion free, at the Hammersmith Club on Tuesday evenings
throughout this month. Freethinkers willing to assist
financially or otherwise are requested to communicate with
C. Durrant, 17 Andover-place, Kilburn ; or, Harry Courtney,
8 Norland-road North, W. ; or with the secretary, J. F.
Henley, 21 Dunster-gardens, Brondesbury, N.W.

The debate on the Legal Eight Hours Question between
Mr. Foote and Mr. G. B. Shaw came off at the Hall of Science,
London. Mr. G. Standring presided the first evening, and
Mr. Pease, secretary of the Fabian Society, on the second.
The audiences, were remarkably attentive and well behaved.
Good summary reports appeared in the Star and the Daily
Chronicle. A verbatim report was taken by Mr. Theodore
Wright; itisbeing printed, after revision by both disputants,
and will shortly be published as a sixpenny pamphlet.

The Reading Branch publishes its first annual balance-
sheet. It shows a deficit of £3 0s. lid. This is mainly
owing to the local expenses of lectures, and the item will be
reduced in future. The Branch held its first annual meeting
on Sunday. There was a good attendance, and three new
members were enrolled. The officers elected for 1891 are—
President, W. Butler ; Secretary, G. Fraser ; Treasurer, W.
Mitchell; Committee, Messrs. Blackall, Joseph, Slyfield,
Soper and Wyatt. -

The American Secular Union has started a movement to
raise five thousand dollars for the employment of field
lecturers, or to aid those already in the field to open new
ground.

When H. L. Knight, who has recently rested from his
labors lay dying, a Catholic Sister asked him if she might not
summon a priest. He replied : “ You may ; you may bring a
priest, a bishop, an archbishop, the college of cardinals, and
the pope himself. | never closed my door against any man
on account of his religion. But,” said the old man, “ | should
tell them all, singly and severally, that my chief regret in
dying is that | can no longer use tongue or pen to expose
them as eifher dupes or impostors.” He died as he had
lived.— Freethouyht.

Mr. W. F. Jamieson, one of the American Freethough*
lecturers, had a mortgage on his homestead and farm, atj®
was in danger of having it sold from him. Freethinking
friends hastened to the rescue, and he is now secure in it3
possession.  More loans were offered to him than he needed.

One little item in Professor Newman's latest book is
worthy consideration. In regard to the pretence to absolvO
from sin, countenanced in the English Prayer-book, he point3
out that a gipsy may be punished for taking sixpence W
promising a servant girl a handsome husband. He remarks <
“ The same principle of law which defends the weak an
credulous from the palmistry of 'gipsies might with egn3
propriety defend the weak and credulous from the edmirg
of priests, which indeed may be made at expense of a dy>°i
man’s kinsfolk. Some restrictions do exist against cler<f,
terrorism of a dying man, but it is undeniable that tho dea ™
bed is not the only place at which enormous power 0
money can be exercised. If a single M.P., with only 0
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seconder, were to move for a Bill to make it a misdemeanor
to pretend to have power or to bestow power of forgiving sin,
or refusing forgiveness, bis mere motion would force the
public to study the question.”

In his latest instalment of reminiscences in the Newcastle
Weekly Chronicle, Mr. Holyoake gives some account of the
fight for an unstamped press carried on by Henry Hetherington
and others, who were mostly, if not entirely, Freethinkers.

A letter written by Harriet Martineau early in the forties,
and hitherto unpublished, is printed in the current Notes and
QuerjeS. It shows her already developing on the road to
I'reethought. She had been brought into contact with J. J.
Gurney and other leading lights among the Quakers, and
says she finds their intellects extinct in regard to religion,
owing to the submission to the letter of the records of the
gospel. Such minds, she adds, are only capable of stringing
together texts without regard to their rational connection.

The policy of President Westbrook, in seeking the sup-
port of all and sundry to the platform of the American
Secular Union does not appear to suit some of the most
thorough-going in the States, At any rate a few of them
have started a North American Confraternity of Atheists,
about whose principles there can be no mistake.

Fair Play, now comes out as a monthly. It is edited by
E. 0. Walker, and published at 718 Fourth-street, Sioux City,
lowa. Its policy is Atheistic and Anarchistic, but it opens
its columns and gives fair play all round.

The pansy adopted by the French Federation of Freethinkers
as their symbol, has been also accepted by the Freethought
societies of Belgium, Spain and Sweden.

De Dayeraad in its universal review, gives some attention
to Booth’s In Darkest England, and translates Prof. Huxley s
first letter on the Salvation Scheme, and gives several other
items from our columns.___

Darwinism is advancing. A recent clerical lecture on “ We
are Fearfully and Wonderfully Made,” is said to have been
illustrated with the skeleton of a gorilla.

Mr. Fraser's Golden Bough is reviewed in the current
Quarterly Review more appreciatively than by the Edinburgh
Review. It says his conclusions are generally established, and
fioes not appear to scent the heresies pointed out in our
columns, and perhaps observed by the Edinburgh Reviewer.

“ Thor” replies in the Heckmondwike Herald to the
London correspondence on tho “ Decay of Secularism” with
tbe unmistakable heading “ A Falsehood Nailed.’

In Sabbatarian Glasgow ex-Baillio Crauford read a paper
kefore the Ruskin Society in which ho advocated the Sunday
°pening of art galleries. .

The Monist of January keeps up its philosophic character.
It opens with a serious study of The Architecture of Theories
ky Chas. S. Pierce. Prof. Lombr. so follows with studies in
criminal anthropology. H. Schubert gives the history of
squaring the circle, and E Krause the psychological life of
the star-fisli. One of the most interesting contributions is on
German Philosophy in the Nineteenth Century, by Professor
11Jodi. Prof. Jodi ia evidently a thoroughgoing Freethinker.
He sees the transcendental philosophy has led to nothing, and

regards E. Laas and A. Riehl as the best representatives of
scientific critical philosophy.

CHILDREN'S PARTY, 1891.

It has been decided to give the youngsters their annual
Heat at the Hall of Science on Wednesday, February 25th.
| therefore appeal to our friends, who have so generously
kelped us in the past, to enable us to make the little ones
kappy once more. Subscriptions may be sent to mo or to
any member of the committee.— Rout. 1order.

Jack Blav.es (at Mrs. China Aster’s tea) : « newi comes my
Joung nephew ! Good evening, Doctor,” Rov.Mr Kidd (who
kas just taken high-cliurch order) : “ Excuse me, 1 am B ather

Ridd now.” Jack: “ Very glad to hear it. Congratulations.
How is the little kid doing ?”

The Freethinker.

57

BOOTH'S TRUST DEED.

Professor Huxley is pursuing General Booth like a sleuth-
hound. He has taken counsel’s opinion on the Trust Deed
which Booth is always talking about as the “ security ” for
those who give him money for social and religious purposes.
Mr. Ernest Hatton, a well known Queen’s Counsel, gives a
long legal opinion on this precious document, which Professor
Huxley communicates to the Times. We make the following
extract that shows what a bubble Booth has been blowing

“ As to the properties vested in Booth himself, it appears to
me that such are placed absolutely under his power and
control both as to the disposal and application thereof, and
that there are no trusts for any specific purposes declared
which could be enforced, and that there are no defined persons
or classes of persons who can claim to be entitled to the
benefit of them, or at whose instance they could be enforced
by any legal process. As to the properties (if any) vested in
trustees appointed by Booth, it appears to me that the only
person who has a locus standi to enforce these trusts- is
Booth himself, and that he would have absolute power over
the trusts and the property, and might deal with tho property
as he pleased, and that, as in the former case, nothing could
be done in the way of enforcing any trusts against him. As
to the moneys contributed or raised by mortgage for the
general purposes of the mission, it appears to me that Booth
may expend them as he pleases, without being subject to any
legal control, andthat he cannot even be compelled to publish
any balance sheets.............. It is to be noted that the deed
is a mere deed poll by Booth himself, without any other
party to it who, as a contracting party, would have a right to
enforce it. Whether there are any objects of the trust |
cannot say. If there is, as the recital indicates, a society of
enrolled members called ‘ The Christian Mission,’ those
members would be objects of the trust, but then, it appears
to me, Booth has entire control and determination of the
application. And as to the trusts enduring for the benefit of
the ‘ Salvation Army,” | am net aware what is the con-
stitution of the ‘ Salvation Army,’ but there is no reference
whatever to any such body in the deed. | have understood
the Army as being merely the missionaries, and not the
society of worshippers. If there is no Christian Mission
Society of enrolled members, then there are no objects of the
trust. The trusts are purely religious, and trading is entirely
beyond its purposes. Booth can ‘give away’ the property
1simply because there is no one who has any right to prevent
his doing so.”

NARROW RELIGION.

Mr. Il. A. Jones, the dramatist, whose “ Dancing Girl ” is
the latest sensation on the London stage, has been censured
for making tho Quakers acquainted with harmoniums. On
this point he replies as follows to tho dramatic critic of the
Daily News:—“ In reply to your correspondent of last
Monday, the harmoniums in Endellion do not belong to the
Quakers. The Quakers do not constitute the whole popula-
tion of Endellion ; indeed, there are two hundred other
dismal sects in the island, all of them lineal descendants (by
direct transmission of blind and impenetrable stupidity) of
those people in Judea who passed such a furious condemnation
on the simple act of plucking a few ears of corn. Only now,
instead of condemning the plucking of corn, they shut up our
museums and picture galleries on Sundays and fodder their
souls on all kinds of stale and withered doctrinal herbage.” —
For Endellion, of course, we have only to read England.

FORDER TESTIMONIAL FUND.

Mrs. Mitchell, 5s; Tom Mitchell, 2s. 6d. ; P. R. Domoney,
2s. 6d. ; J. Wallis, 2s. 6d. ; C. T. Caplin, 2s. 6d. ; F. Southard,

5s.; C. Il. Pearce, 2s. 6d. ; I. Scullard, 2s Gd. ; E. K,, 2s. Gd. ;
H. Collis, 2s. Gd. ; J. Il. Rayner, 10s. ; Edwin Moon, 10s. ; H.
M. Ridgway, 5s. ; Wm. Kay, 2s. ; Mr. Ellis, Is.; J. Grange,
Is.; A Friend, Gd.; J. Andrews, Gd.; A Friend, 6d.; Ed.

Elliott, Is. ; W. Ranger, Is. ; R. Burns. Gd ; Mr. Cross, 10s. ;
|T. Dorrell, 5s. ; T. M,, 6d. ; J. Noble, 2s. Gd.; G.L. Alward,

i5s.; IL E. Stubbs, Is.; Mr. Bradlaugh’s lecture at the Hall
of Science, £& 3s.; Toby King, £2; H. T. Sezemann,
10s. Gd.; W. Horsfall, 2s. Gd.; A Friend, Is.; S. Crab-
tree, Is. ;

IF. Il. Reynolds (Treasurer), New Cross, S E.
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FATHER IGNATIUS, THE SELF-MADE MONK.

Bt Hugh O. Pentecost.

(Delivered Sunday, December 21,1890.)
(Prom the Twentieth Century.)

[concluded.]

I £ was a positive pleasure to me to listen to Father
Ignatius, for while all the while | heard him, | was
inwardly saying: “ My dear fellow, what you believe
and what you do are all wrong” ; | was also saying:
“ You are honest, you are genuine, you are no wolf in
sheep’s clothing, you are all right.”

That monk has “ got religion,” genuine, old-
fashioned, mediteval religion; the only Kkind of
religion that is worth having. He hasn't much
common sense, but he’s “ got religion.” He says
right out that God is three persons and yet he is only
one person. He doesn’t try to explain away the
Trinity. He believes it. He says that if you believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ you will be saved and if
you believe not you will be damned, and he does not
try to make you believe that within the last hundred
years hell has considerably cooled off. He says that
God has a perfect right to damn him if he wants to,
and that is a fact. |If there is any God he has a
perfect right to do whatever he likes, whether it is
right or wrong. He believes there is a personal
Devil. He says that the arguments to prove the
existence of a personal Devil are precisely like those
to prove the existence of a personal God; and that
if there is no personal Devil there is no personal God ;
and he is perfectly right. He says that if a man will
use his reason he cannot be a Christian, and in that
he is right too.

He says that at Llanthony Abbey they have visions
from heaven, and have seen the angels of God, and
that the dead have appeared to them. He says that
one of the novitiates at the monastery ridiculed these
stories of visions, but that he, himself, saw a vision
one day which frightened him so that he ran away
and never returned. And, furthermore, he says he
does not care whether people believe these stories or
not, or whether they consider him a crazy fanatic or a
lying enthusiast. For my part | believe the stories.
And anyone who will study the monk’s ecstatic face
while he prays, or when he turns it up to heaven and
sings, can readily believe that he is just the man to
see visions. Any one who can believe what he
believes, in the way he believes, can see visions.

This man has a genuine case of religion— the kind
that two or three hundred years ago was very catch-

ing. He has his mind in such a condition that if
you positively prove to him that a thing is
so he cannot believe it, and if you positively

prove to him that a thing is impossible he
cannot doubt it. He disbelieves things because
they are true and believes things because they are
false. In his optical world black is white ; in his
astronomical world the sun goes round the earth; in
his mathematical world four and four make two; in
his world of physics water runs up hill; his eyes are
in the back of his head ; he walks on his hands; like
the Irishman who put his clothes on wrong-side fore-
most, he is “ fatally twisted,” but unlike the Irish-
man he is not conscious of the calamity. He has a
perfect religious mind, and we should all be thankful
that in this day and m¢neration, in which the perfect
religious mind is almost as rare as the myth-making
mind; in this day in which science has chained
nearly all the clergymen to her car and is dragging
them along in spite of their feeble protests— we
ought to be thankful, I say, that this monk comes
out from his monastery and lets us see what Christi-
anity was before science broke into its darkened
chambers and flooded them with light, a light that is
even now far too strong for] eyes accustomed to
windowless’ dungeons.
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It is the misfortune of Father Ignatius that he was
born too late. Soon after St. Benedict founded the
order of Benedictine monks there were thirty-seven
thousand monasteries of that order in Europe. Father
Ignatius has been struggling for twenty-seven years
to keep his one little abbey going, and there will
probably never be another. Darwin, Spencer, and
Huxley got the ear of England before Father Ignatius
began his missionary tours, and the soil which pro-
duced these men is not favorable to the seed which
Father Ignatius is planting. Men are too busy study-
ing the stars to be attracted by visions of the angels
of God. They are too much engaged in listening to
the voices of the telephone and phonograph to hear
the message from heaven. Calvin’s God and Milton’s
Devil are so shy about showing themselves that we
do not fear them any more. Gravitation and chemical
energy, steam ploughs and spinning jennies, do so
much in the universe that there is no use for super-
natural helpers. Father Ignatius has come too late.
He is but the ghost of a power that once mightily
moved the world. Other questions than those which
interest him are now engaging the attention of men.
The question that millions are asking now is not:
How can | best devote myself to the service of
God, to express my gratitude because he is not going
to send me to hell 1” but “ How can | best get out
of the hell of poverty, ignorance, hunger and naked-
ness into which rulers and clergymen have plunged
me ?” The question is not: “ How can | bring my
child to Jesus ?” but, “ How can 1 get enough for
him to eat and save him from the horrors of the
machine room and the tenement house; how can |
be sure that my daughter will not be obliged to take
bread from the hand of a libertine; how can | be
sure that when I am dead my wife will not have to
wear her fingers to the bone toiling for food and
shelter ?”

Father Ignatius has no answer to give to these
questions. While others are starving he is enjojing
visions in Llanthony Abbey. He is poor ; he plays
at starvation certain times; but he has no word for
the poor except to exhort them to partake of the holy
sacrament and get ready for another world— where ?
Where is that other world ?

I respect this monk because | believe he is sincere.
But he is a back number. 1 do not deny his right to
live as ho likes, but the world has no use for him
unless, like Jeremiah and lIsaiah, and Amos, he has
something to say to those who “ join house to house
and lay field to field-till there be no room.”

We do not need more monasteries. Wo need more
homes in which men and women who labor may
enjoy the fruits of their toil, and fewer in which ill-
gotten gains are squandered.

We do not need more monks to tell us of their
visions of the angels of God. We need prophets
who will rebuke hypocrisy and greed in high places,
and harden the consciences and soften the hearts of
those who rule us with a rod of iron and plunder us
with statute laws.

Wo do not need men with shaved heads to tell us.
to shun this world and its rational pleasures, to stop
thinking and submit to every unjust command of
some political or ecclesiastical despot. W o need men
to tell us that this is positively the only world we
know anything about, the only life that wo know we
have to live, and that it is our business to make it as
bright, clean, charming, and happy as possible.

[We do not want our atmosphere crowded again
with contending angels and demons. Wo want it
merry with the laughter of children who *never
hunger, with the songs of women who do not eat
out their hearts with trouble, with the stout voices
of men who strike the earth with the magic wand of
happy labor and bring forth wealth, and then riso np
to play; we want it crimson with the blushes ot
lovers, and perfumed with thought.
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Turn away from tlie monks, with their palsied
brains, from the clergymen with their flabby con-
sciences, from the politicians with their thimble-
rigging schemes, and listen to the prophets of to-day
who preach to you of wealth fairly earned, of liberty
and happiness. Turn away from the past with the
gods and ghosts and tyrants. Turn to the future
with its possibilities of labor, leisure and joy— to
that future in which men and women will live so
sanely, so satisfied with this life, so unterrified by
death, that each, when his days are numbered, may
say with the philosopher who uttered with his latest
breath, these words : “ This is the end of earth. |
am content.”

SUNDAY MEETINGS.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card~\
LONDON.

Ball's Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green Road, N., 7,
Mr. S. Soddy, « Evolution v. Special Creation.”

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station), 7.30,
Mr. tV. Heaford, “ Bruno: Freethought Hero and Martyr.”
Monday, at 8, social gathering. Thursday, at 8, singing and
dramatic classes.

Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S—* The Monarch ” Coffee House,
166 Bethnal Green Road, E., 7.30, Mr. R. Rosetti, “ God's Love.”

Camberwell—61 New Church Road, S.E., 7. dramatic recital;
7.30, Mr. P. Millar, “ Supernatural Religion.” Friday, at 7.45,
Science Classes (Hygiene and Chemistry).

Edmonton—Freethought literature can notv be had at the
newsagent's adjoining Silver Street Railway Station (G.E.R.).

Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C., 7, Mr. G. J. Holyoake,
* General Booth'’s Scheme.”

Hammersmith — Hammersmith Club, Grove House, 1 The
Grove, Broadway, Tuesday at'8, Mr. Harry Courtney, “ Which
Decays—Christianity or Secularism P’

Kilburn—Liberal Club, Belsize Road, High Road, Tuesday, at 8,
Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Immortality and Science.”

Leyton — Mr. Beadle’s, 10 Daisey Villas, Manor Road, 7,
a meeting of members and friends.

Milton Hall, Kentish Town Road, N.W., 7, Orchestral Band;
7.30, Mrs. Annie Besant, “ What is Meant by Re-incarnation?”
Monday, at 8.30, social meeting. Tuesday, at 8, singing and
dramatic classes (practice).

Tottenham—Lecture Hall (corner of Seven Sisters’ Road and
High Road), 3.30, Freethouglit Bible Class.

West Ham — Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow, 7, Mr. B.
Hyatt, “ The Resurrection.” Followed by entertainment. Thurs-
day, at 8 Mr. Sain Standring, « English Christianity: its Rise
and Decline—1.” Saturday, at 8, social evening.

Westminster-Liberal and Radical Club, Chapter Street, 7,
Mr. E. Calvert, “ Astronomy and the Spectrum Analysis.”
~Woolwich—*" Sussex Arms,” Assembly Room, 60 Plumstead
Hoad (entrance, Maxey Road), 7.30, Mr. T. Tliurlow, “ The D .vil
and Christianity.”

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

Battersea Park Gates 11.15, Mr. W. Heaford, “ What is
blasphemy ?”

COUNTRY.

Chestev.le.Street—Gray'’s, Old Pelton, 6.30, business meeting
(( Glasgow—Albion Hall, College Street, 12 noon, debating class.

Land Restoration” ; 2, annual business meeting; 6.30, Mr. W
Gtlmour, « The Jesuits.”

HeckmondW|ke — At Mr. John Rothera’s, Bottoms,
a meeting.

Hull—Alhambra Music Hall,
G. “Let us Prav”; 2.30,
Grand Old Book.”

Liverpool Branch N. S. S, Camden Hall, Camden Street.—3

tscussion Class; 7, Mr. Stanley Jones, “ Theories of the Soul.”
T ,e'vcastle-on-Tyne—4 Hall's Court, Newgate Street, 3, Mr

ni ' Baby’s Evidences.'—1 Josephus.”

1tymouth —100 Union Street, 7, Mr. Ross, “ Why Fear Death ?

Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea,
*4, bat'u? cl*ss, Mr. Scarratt; 7, Mr. Ho e.

«Ti'wf€ i~1?aU of Science. Rockingham Street, 7, Dr. Creaghe.

, 1 VSutr ol Religion.”

7 UV Duncan’s Navigation School, King Street.
Hours” Bill ” ~ f Newcastle), “ The Necessity for an Eight

feFt |n T r—Rvin,Oria nali- Dund 030" ral
8 —ﬁ* Bawson, gelectl%ns oems of Ef‘
TheeUno-1~ 6%/ ! Taylor's> 12 Hayley Street, 7, committee

Sunderland-Albert Rooms, Coronation Street, 7, Mr. T. R.
$0x, a reading.

2.30.

Porter Street, Mr. G. W. Foote
“ Where is the Devil ?”; 6.30, « The

Street,
rom the’

LENTIiTRERS' ENGAaptrnxTmc

»-8j, uauers
k~mberwell.

- - . -
,—|]!/I’A\>p§|0(% Jores, 3 Leta Street, City Road, Liverpool__FebTsS,

FelquS Heyworth Road, Btratioru, London, E.—

THE BIBLE GOD
THE FOLLY OF PRAYER
THE

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS

THE SHADOW OF THE SWORD
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PaOaBESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.'S LIST.

G. W. FOOTE.

i.
PRISONER FOR BLASPHEMY. Cloth ... 2
A Full History of his Three Trials and Twelve
Months’ Imprisonment. #Copies in paper covers,
soil ‘d, 6d.
CS SOCIALISM SOUND ? .o i, 1
Four Nights' Public Debate with Annie Besant.
Superior edition, incloth 2
CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM ... i
Four Nights’ Public Debate with the Rev. Dr. James
McCann. In paper covers.
Superior edition incloth ... 1
INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS ... 0

Second edition, enlarged.
Superior edition, incloth ...
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
Three Hours' Address to the Jury before Lord ColL-
idge With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST
PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM

IMPOSSIBLE CREED .o,
An Op n Letter to the Bishop of Peterborough on
the Sermon on the Mount.

A Reply to Mr. Gladstone.

A moral and statistical Essay on War.

ROYAL PAUPERS ..ot
Showing what Royalty does for the People, and what

the People do for Royalty.
MRS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY

A Candid Criticism.
THEOSOPHY AND SECULARISM....cccooviviiennne. 0

A Rejoinder io Mrs. Besant.
IVEW CAGLIOSTRO ... -.0
An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.

THE

WHAT WAS CHRIST 2., 0

A Reply to J. S. Mill.
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story
WAS JESUS
A searching inquiry into the mental condition of the
Prophet of Nazareth.

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.
BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS
AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS
Superior edition, in cloth
Sold also in separate parts as follows—
Bible Contradictions ...,
The Contradictions are printed in parallel columns.
2. Bible Absurdities ...,
All the chief Absurdities from Genesis to Revelatlon
convenientl and strikingly arranged, with appropriate
headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
sentence.
3. Bible Atrocities ..,
Containing all the godly wickedness from Genesis to
Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for
easy reference
4. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies

G. W. FOOTE and J. Id. WHEELER.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY' Vol. I. Cloth ..

Hundred of exact References to Standard Authorities.

No pains spared to make it a complete, trustworthy,
final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL.
MISTAKES OF MOSES
Superior edition, in cloth
Only Complete Edition publlshed in England
DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT .
Five Hours' Speech at the Trial of C. B. Reynolds
for Blasphemy.
REPLY TO GLADSTONE e
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
ROME OR REASON? Reply to Cardinal Manning
FAITH AND FACT. Replyto Rev. Dr. Field
GOD AND MAN. Second Reply to Dr. Field..............
THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION i
A Discussion with Hon. F. D. Courdert and Gov. S. L.
Woodford.
ART AND MORALITY
DO | BLASPHEME? e e
THE CLERGY AND COMMON SENSE
THE GREAT MISTAKE
LIVE TOPICS ..ot
myth AND MIRACLE
REAL BLASPHEMY
SOCIAL SALVATION ... ~
THE DYING CREED ..
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH

INSANE?. 0
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SALVATION ~ SYRUP
LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND

PRICE TWOPENCE.

A REPLY TO

GENERAL BOOTH.

G. W. FOOTE.

PRICE TWOPENCE.

For Distribution— One Dozen, Eighteenjoence ; Postage 3d.

NOW READY.

Wreathe the Living Brows.

AN ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN

PRICE THREEPENCE.

COL ROBERT G. INGERSQLL.

NOW PUBLISHING.

PRICE THREEPENCE.

A New and Greatly Enlarged Edition of

BIBLE ROMANCES.

Noah’s Flood (2d.)

arwN

MEDICAL_ ESSAYS. Vol.l.
By Dr. T. It. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London,W
Of the Author, for Postal Orderfor Is 2d

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy,
Health ; Longevity; The Teeth ; Brown Bread; Bread
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing:
Light; Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure or
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black-
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds;
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The ltch, dee

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol H.
Oft/w. Author, for Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on: The Healing Power of

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent
Health ; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea
Delusion; Balt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless-
ness ; Want of Energy, «fee,; Health Hints for Workers,
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessnoss, Di-
anhcea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, dee

MEDICAL ESSAYS- Vol.m.

Postfreefrom the Authorfor postal order for Is. 2d

It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air,
and How to Get It; The Management of Yonng
Children: Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast
ing; Perfect Foods; Green Foods, Suppers; Un.
suspected Domestic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration;
Sea Bathing. &. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Eat

w'it; to Jutge Wholemeal Bread; to Breathe
Properly; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; | Live: to
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to

become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause and
Cure of the following Diseases : Stomach Troubles,
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose ' >in8, Boils and
Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumor- -or Wens Hay
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Dis-
eases Produced by taking Mercury.
No House is Complete without these Works.
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which
Volume you require.
HYGIENIC MEDICINE;
THE ONLY RATIO?*AL WAY OF
DIS EASE.
Everybody likes it who reads it.
_ Of the Author, /or PostalMrder for 1*. \J.

Rheumattiosfrtnﬂ!ég:s c%lase .':.1nd cure
' PAMPHLETS for young men.
Postfree 13 .

\TING

LRE
The Creation Story (2d.)
Eve and the Apple (Id.)
Cain and Abel (Id.)

Tower of Babel (Id.)
NOW READY—11, Jonah and the Whale (id.)

By G. W. FOOTE.

A ADY ISSUED.

The
The

leJoo NN Y

10.

Rendell'’s

. J.
“ WIFE'S FRIEND."

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” p. 32, and
“ Wife's Handbook,” p. 51.

Made Solely by J. PULLEN, 15 Chad-

well Street, Clerkenwell,

2s. doz.. post free (reduction in larger quantities).
For particulars send stamped envelope. Higginson's
Syri&?e, with vertical and reverse current, 3s. Gd,
4s. Gd and 5s. Gd. Dr. Palfrev's Powder, Is. 2d.
Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. All other Malthusian
Appliances. All prices post free. “ Law of Popula-
tion” and “ Wife's Handbook,” 7£d. each, post free.
—W. J. llendell (3. Pullen, successor), 15 Cliadwell
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

W

q TANTON, the People's Dentist. 335 Strand (oppo-
O site Somerset House).—TEK THon VULCANITE,
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1 Best (}ualitz, is.
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hour*
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pa¥ more than_ the above they are fancy
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 1S0.
d 153.5; stopping, 2e. 6d. extraction, 18. p&Luloaa
gcy, Ss.

New Edition o

f
LECTURES AND ESSAYS

By Akthur B. Moss. One Shilling.
Just out, with Biographical Sketch.
Progressive Publishing CCo. Watts & Co., 17 Johnaon’s
ourt.

Lot’'s Wife (1d.)

Ten Plagues (1d.)
Wandering Jews (Id.)

. Baalam’s Ass (Id.)
God in a Box (Id.)

12, Bible Animais (i1d.)

TIHE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz , post free,

For further Particulars «end stamped directed
envelope to

A, MOSS, 38 Upper Ptrk Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

QPLENDID copy of Shakespeare, ihree quarto
~ volumes,c})rofusoly illustrated, cost 36s , will sell
for 21s.; gcodasnew; abargain. Apply, J. Ireland,
Ross, Herefordshire.

POPULATION LIMITATION.—Practical instruc-
tions. Allbutt. Besanfc, Owen, Knowlton ; 7d-
each; lists Id. ; all post free. Fishkh, Kobnrg, Leeds.

(ZOD IS LOVE: IS IT TRUE? By G. Conrad
V  Naewiger. Price 2d. “ Mr. Nae.vigcr writes
vigorously.” —Freethinker. “ Shows so much merit.”
—National Reformer. Publisher, Robert Forder, 28
Stonecutter Street, London.

mHE STRIKE OF A SEX: or, Woman on Strike

Against the Male Sex for Better Conditions of
Life(aNove') sh; uld be read bx everg adult. The
most advanced book ever published. Sent post free
on receipt of eight penny stamps téy W. II. Reynolds,
Publisher, Now Grots, London, S.E.

TO MARRIED PEOPLE
AN Illustrated List or Malthusian Specialities wil

be forwaruey per return of post on receipt of
oLléig&osenry Btamp. Davies, Chemis-, 101 Park Lane,

NOW READY.

A VIRGIN

MOTHER.

Being No. XIIl. of “ BIBLE ROMANCES.”
By G. W. FOOTE.

All about tlio

Incarnation, the Immaculate Conception, the paternal

Ghost,

Mercury Gabriel, the baby God, and Mary’'s perpctmal rirginity in spite of a
long family.

Selling Rapjdly.

Price Twopenc”.

Printed and Published by Q. \T. P»#te, at 2S Stonecutter Street, Louden, E.U.



