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THE PARSONS’ PALAVER.

H ull bas been black with parsons. They came from 
all parts of the kingdom, and discussed all sorts of 
questions. All of them are called by the Holy Ghost, 
yet their differences of opinion are as pronounced as 
those of other persons who are merely endowed with 
common sense.

There was unlimited talk about “  the social ques
tion,”  but we cannot find a sensible suggestion. The 
upshot of the discussion seems to be this : parsons 
are to act as “  the candid friend ”  of both sides in 
trade disputes; they should not arbitrate, because 
they are not specialists, but they should implore the 
combatants to act in “  the spirit of Christianity.”  In 
other words, the clerical pill is a necessary part of the 
remedy. Several speakers waxed eloquent about 
“  the poor,”  and prophesied the wonderful things 
that Christianity in general, and the Church in par
ticular, is going to do for them. But these beautiful 
promises have been made for centuries. The Church 
is always promising. It outrivals Mr. Micawber. If  
it had to meet its bills, instead of perpetually renewing
them, it would be utterly bankrupt.

Some of the frothy speech about “  the poor ”  
strikes us as ghastly hypocrisy. An archbishop and 
several bishops wero the most distinguished per
formers in this comedy. These gentleman are in the 
receipt of thousands a year for purely imaginary 
services. They teach men how to get to heaven, a 
place that only exists on the map of faith. They 
have hardly the impudence to deny, at this time of 
day, that if there be a heaven, and God be wise and 
good, every honest man will find it. Have they,
then, the impudence to affirm that honest men are 
manufactured by bishops 1 W e  challenge them to 
declare what function they perform. W e should be 
pleased to tell them to their faces that they are living 
monuments of priestcraft; that their incomes are 
monstrous and scandalous; and that their whining 
over the sorrows of the poor, whose industry sustains 
their extravagance, is a wretched mixture of farce and 
tragedy. It is a wonder to us that working men can 
be so abject as to listen to these high-fed parasites; 
to applaud them when they insult with pity the 
victims of their extortion, is a disgrace to human 
nature.

W e have no patience to discuss the nauseous cant 
of snuffling bishops. Their lachrymose effusions over 
poverty and distress are themes for satire and denun
ciation. W e are surprised that Jesus Christ, if he 
still exist, can stand it so patiently. His “  meekness ”  
is proverbial, but the slightest sense of self-respect 
should impel him to stop the wretches who drag him 
through the mire. Well may the poet ask,

What manhood in that God can bo
Who sees their worship, and is dumb ?

Lot us, however, keep sight of one important fact. 
When hundreds of clergymen meet together, and 
find they must talk about strikes, sanitation, disease, 
and people’s dwellings, it shows that the interest in
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theology is seriously declining. Kingdom-come is 
giving way to secular salvation. The coating gets 
thicker and thicker, and the pill dwindles. Some 
day, perhaps, the Church Congress will open and 
close with prayer, and all the rest of the time will be 
spent by the great Clerical Debating Society in dis
cussing questions which are always started, and 
always eventually settled, by more serious and well- 
informed persons.

Archdeacon Farrar made a fight for his Brother
hoods. The Church is to be saved by enrolling a lot 
of strapping young fellows, binding them by vows of 
poverty and chastity, and setting them to work among 
“  the poor,”  in back-streets and slums, while the 
regular, married parson looks after the fashionable 
part of the town. Dr. Farrar wants to see “  a revival.”  
He declares that “  there are parishes of the Church of 
England, numbering thousands of the working classes, 
where practically all but the name of Christianity may 
be said to be dead.” He says that the Church is too 
prudent and respectable and deprecates enthusiasm. 
Thus she lost the Nonconformists, thus she lost 
Newman and the Tractarians, and thus the Salvation 
Army grows to two millions. But after all, we may 
ask the Archdeacon whether these people are not 
going to heaven as well as Churchmen. We under
stand he decidedly thinks they are. Why then is he 
so anxious about them? Simply because he wishes 
them to deal with his shop. Other traders’ goods are 
sound, but the Church hankers after all the custom 
and profit.

Up rose the Bishop of Liverpool, who has been 
thrice married, and opposed the Brotherhoods. He 
would have none of them. Let the Church stick to 
the old Gospel. Lord Norton also opposed the im
position of vows. A “ Brother” might fall in love 
with a charming young lady, and the fat would be in 
the fire. His lordship, however, recommonded the 
checking of improvident marriages among curates—  
not being ;i curate himself, and not understanding the 
species. Other speakers opposed the Archdeacon, 
and the “  Brotherhoods ”  went by the board.

Another subject of discussion was Inspiration. 
High Churchmen like Mr. Gore look down upon 
Church Congresses with a lofty disdain, and the 
debate was therefore one-sided. The Dean of Peter
borough led off and said nothing in particular. Pro
fessor Margoliouth followed suit, and was much 
applauded on declaring that the inspiration of Scrip
ture was “  as hopeful as ever it was.” The farce, in 
fact, was screaming. Canon Tristram argued that 
the Bible was inspired because it gave the names of 
ancient places correctly. Other speakers were no 
less subtle and acute. No wonder the Bishop of 
Beverley terminated the sitting with the remark that 
‘ ‘ criticism was in its infancy.”  It evidently was at 
the Church Congress.

The Church Congress did consider one practical 
matter. It was Free Education. Some of the clergy 
were for opposing it tooth and nail, but others saw 
that the thing was coming, and advised the Church
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to make a bargain whereby its sectional schools could 
be supported out of the rates. No doubt this policy 
will be pursued. It is to be feared that a large body 
of Nonconformists will play into the Church’s hands 
when the crisis arrives. A  note to that effect has 
already been sounded. But if this policy succeeds, 
its triumph will be but momentary, for the principle 
of Secular Education is the only permanent solution 
of the problem.

A  word in conclusion about the “  meeting of 
working men” in Hengler’s Circus. Two bishops 
(Durham and Ripon) did some fairly good clowning, 
and were followed by two hard-working-men in the 
persons of Sir John Gorst and Sir Albert Rollit, both 
members of the Collective Wisdom at Westminster. 
Sir John talked unctuously about “  the Master ” — not 
Lord Salisbury, but Jesus Christ; and Sir Albert 
talked about slavery and the inhumanity of Greece 
and Rome. It was, in fact, clowning all round ; and 
working men who crowd (if they did crowd) to hear 
two rich priests, a climbing Tory lawyer, and a 
wealthy merchant, hold forth on “ labor,” deserve to 
be bamboozled and plundered for the rest of their 
natural lives. G. W . FOOTE.

JOSHUA AND THE SUN.

Savages fail to recognise the limits of their power 
over nature. Things which the experience of the race 
shows us to be obviously impossible are not only 
attempted but believed to be performed by persons 
in a low stage of culture. Miracles always accompany 
ignorance. No better proof of the barbarous and 
unintelligent state whence we have emerged could be 
given than the stories of the supernatural which are 
found embodied in all religions, and also in the 
customs of savages and the folk-lore of peasantry.

Primitive man thinks of all phenomena as caused 
by spirits. Hence to control the spirits is to control 
the phenomena. Herodotus (iv., 173) tells a curious 
tale how once in the land of Psylii, the modern 
Tripoli, the wind blowing from the Sahara dried up 
all the water-tanks. So the people took counsel and 
marched in a body to make war on the south wind. 
But when they entered the desert, the simoon swept 
down on them and buried them. It is still said of 
the Bedouins of Eastern Africa that “  no whirlwind 
ever sweeps across the path without being pursued 
by a dozen savages with drawn creeses, who stab into 
the centre of the dusty column, in order to drive 
away the evil spirit that is believed to be riding on 
the blast.”  The Chinese beat gongs and make other 
noises at an eclipse, to drive away the dragon of 
darkness. At an eclipse, too, the Ojibbeways used to 
think the sun was being extinguished, so they shot 
fire-tipped arrows in the air, hoping thus to re-kindle 
his expiring light. A t the present day Theosophists 
seek to compass magical powers which in early times 
were supposed to be generally possessed by sorcerers.

Rain-making was one of the most common of these 
supposed powers. Instances are found in the Bible, 
bamuel says: “ I will call unto the Lord and ho shall 
send thunder and rain,” and he does so (1 Sam. xii., 
17, 18). So Elijah, by prayer (which in early times 
meant a magical spell), obtained rain. Jesus controls 
the winds and waves, walks on the water, and 
levitates through the air.

Mr. J. G. Frazer, in his splendid work on The 
Golden Bough, gives many instances of savages 
making sunshine and staying the sun. Thus “  the 
Melanesians make sunshine by means of a mock sun. 
A  round stone is wound about with red braid and 
stuck with owl’s feathers to represent rays; it is then 
hung on a high tree.”  “  In a pass of the Peruvian 
Andes stand two ruined towers on opposite hills. 
Iron hooks are clamped into their walls for the pur
pose of stretching a net from one tower to the other.

The net is intented to catch the sun.” Numerous 
other methods are resorted to by different tribes. 
Jerome, of Prague, travelling among the Lithuanians, 
who early in the fifteenth century were still Pagans, 
found a tribe who worshipped the sun and venerated 
a large iron hammer. “ The priests told him that once 
the sun had been invisible for several months because 
a powerful king had shut it up in a strong tower; 
but the signs of the zodiac had broken open the 
tower with this very hammer and released the sun. 
Therefore they adored the hammer.” * Mr. Frazer 
gives reasons for thinking that the fire festivals 
solemnised at Midsummer in ancient times were 
really sun-charms.

The phenomena of nature were supposed to be ah 
the service of the pious. The thunderbolts of Zeus 
fell upon the heads of perjurers. Some people still 
wonder the earthdoes not open when a man announces 
himself an atheist. Jahveh just before stopping the 
sun, pelted the enemies of Israel with hailstones- 
(Josh. x. 11) So Diodorus Siculus (xi. 1) relates 
how the Persians when on their way to spoil the 
temple at Delphi, were deterred by “  a sudden and 
incredible tempest of wind and hail, with dreadful 
thunder and lightning, by which great rocks were- 
rent to pieces and cast upon the heads of the Persians, 
destroying them in heaps.” Herodotus too (ii, 142) 
tells how “  The Egyptians asserted that the sun had 
four times deviated from his ordinary course.” Sky- 
pilots cite this as a corroboration of the Jew-book 
yarn. It is instead a confirmation of the fact that all 
ancientpeopleshave similar absurd legends displaying 
their ignorance of nature and consequent superstition. 
The power of arresting the stars in their courses, and 
lengthening the days and nights was imputed to 
witches. Thus Tibullus says of a sorceress (i.eleg. 2) 

I ’ve seen her tear the planets from the sky,
Seen lightning backward at her bidding fly.

And Lucan in his Pharsalia (vi. 462)
Whene’er the proud enchantress gives command, 
Eternal motion stops her activo hand;
No more Heav’ns rapid circles journoy on,
But universal naturo stands forcdone ;
The lazy god of day forgets to rise,
And everlasting night pollutes the skios.

No modern poet would think of saying like Statius 
that the sun stood still at tho unnatural murder of 
Atreus. Such an idea found its way into poetry 
because it had previously been concoived as a fact.

Hence wo find numerous similar stories to that of 
Joshua. Thus it is related of Bacchus in the Orphic 
hymns that he arrested the course of the sun and the 
moon. Mr. Spence Hardy in his Legends and Theories 
o f Buddhists, shows that arresting the course of the 
sun was a common thing among the disciples of 
Buddha. W e need not be surprised to find that men 
were once believed to be able to control tho sun whon 
we reflect that to this day the majority of people fancy 
there is some magnified non-natural man, they call 
God, who is able to do the same. Seeing the legend 
of Joshua in its true form as one of numerous similar 
instances illustrating the barbarity and ignorance of 
the past, we see also that tho whole merit and in
struction of the storv is taken away by those modern 
Christians, who speak of it as poetry, or who endeavor 
to reconcile it with the conclusions of science.

“  Rationalistic ” explanations of miracles are often 
the most irrational, because they fail to take into 
account tho vast difference between the state of mind 
which gave rise to the stories, and that which seeks 
to rationalise them. J. M. W iie e l e k .

I am firmly persuaded that whatever is injurious to the 
intellect is also injurious to moral life and on this conviction I 
base my conduct with respect to Christianity. That religion 
is pernicious to the intellect ; it demands that the reason 
shall be sacrificed upon the altar ; it orders civilised men to 
believe in the legends of a savage race. — Winwood Reade.

* The Golden Bough, vol. i., pp. 24, 25.
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PRESIDENTIAL NOTES.

Once a month or so I propose to write under this 
heading, and address the members of the National 
Secular Society directly.

Mr. Robert Forder has tendered his resignation of 
the secretaryship, and his successor will be appointed 
before the next Conference. Meanwhile Mr. Forder 
will fulfil the duties of the office. His great services 
to the party demand a special recognition. Several 
Freethinkers have spoken to me on the subject, and 
I  now invite the party to subscribe towards a testi
monial, which may be publicly presented to Mr. 
Forder before he vacates his post. Mr. W . H. 
Reynolds, the honorary treasurer of the N. S. S., will 
act as treasurer to this fund. Subscriptions can be 
sent to him at Camplin House, New Cross, London, 
S.E., or to the editors of the Freethinker and the 
National Reformer. All subscriptions will be acknow
ledged in those journals.

Mr. Forder has given the best years of his life to 
our work. His health is now precarious, and the 
testimonial will assist him in the Freethought pub
lishing business to which he is committed. He has 
many friends, and I believe no enemy; and as the 
Freethought Party has always been grateful to those 
who have served it ungrudgingly, I venture to believe 
that this appeal will elicit a liberal response.

A  considerable number of new members have joined 
the N. S. S. since the Conference. Still there is 
plenty of room for more. I invite the readers of the 
Freethinker who have not yet joined to do so at once. 
Let no one say “  I am only one.”  The army is made up 
of units, and no Freethinker should hold aloof from the 
only Freethought organisation in the kingdom. 
Those who think the N. S. S. is far from perfect 
should help to improve it. Criticism is easy work. 
What is wanted is co-operation.

Considerable trouble was occasioned by the suicide 
of poor Mr. Easton in St. Paul’s Cathedral. It is 
thought that the place will have to be re-consecrated 
or “  reconciled,”  but to me this is a matter of indiffer
ence. Mr. Forder’s share of the trouble is what I am 
concerned with. As secretary of the N. S. S. he more 
than fulfilled his duty. Poor Easton desired to be 
cremated, and his mother wished his desires to be 
carried out in everything. This being a novel case, 
and Sir Henry Thompson being away from England, 
a lot of running to and fro had to be done. But the 
difficulties were surmounted, and poor Easton’s re
mains wero cremated at Woking, Mr. Forder attend
ing officially, and reading an appropriate piece at the 
ceremony.

Freethinkers who wish to bo cremated, instead of 
buried, would do well to pay £10 to the Cremation 
Society in advance. This sum covers everything, 
and the prepayment saves both trouble and additional 
expense. _____

Some persons have been wondering how much 
poor Easton left me. They appear to think I have 
suddonly grown rich. The fact is, he had a little 
money saved, and that goes rightly to his mother. 
He wished me to have his books, but he forgot he 
had given them all away before. The paralysis had 
clearly affected his brain. I received a letter from 
him about a fortnight beforo his death, and it was so 
incoherent that I had to ask for an explanation, which 
never came. _____

I  am not on the look out for legacies. What I 
want to see is the N. S. S. better supported. The 
Executive will do a good winter’s work if it is pro

vided with the necessary funds. There is money in 
hand, but it would be prudent to keep a reserve 
balance of £200 always is  the bank for possible 
emergencies. I appeal to those who have not yet 
subscribed to the Central Fund to do so as soon as 
convenient. In accordance with the resolution of 
the Conference, the Society’s work will have to be 
more and more centralised, and this is not possible 
unless the central Executive is furnished with the 
means.

Mr. Wheeler and I have undertaken to edit the 
N. S. S. Almanack this year. Henceforth this publi
cation will be issued by the Society directly. Any 
persons who desire to advertise on the cover or at the 
end of the reading matter, should apply at once. 
Secretaries must send in information of Branch work, 
meeting-places, etc., by October 12. All lecturers 
should also send in their addresses. The Calendar 
is thoroughly overhauled this year, and the other 
contents I hope will be found interesting and useful.

Q. W . F oote.

LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION.

Council Meeting held at the Hall of Science on Thursday 
October 2. The President, Mr. G. W. Foote, in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and 
confirmed, the secretary reported completion of arrangements 
for a course of Free Lectures at the East E nd ; and it was 
also decided that a course should be given at the Peckham 
and Dulwich Radical Club, the secretary being instructed to 
take the necessary steps to that end. Satisfactory statements 
were given as to the work at Hammersmith and Midland 
Arches. The propaganda at the latter station being con
cluded for the season, the thanks of the Council were ac
corded to Miss E. M. Vance for her valuable assistance. 
Applications for grants were considered ; and it was announced 
that the Committee had exhausted the funds at their disposal 
for open-air work. Progress was reported as to the Hall of 
Science Free Lectures. At the suggestion of the President, 
it was decided that an appeal for funds be made, so that the 
work of the Federation might be extended. Mr. E. Anderson 
stated that the West Ham Branch were arranging Tuesday 
evening Free Lectures ; and the death of Air. J. Fitzgerald, a 
respected member of West Ham Branch was made known to 
the meeting. After some further business of minor im
portance, the Council adjourned till November 6.

Edmund Pownceby, Secretary.

MRS. BESANT IN BELFAST.

On Sunday last the Ulster Branch of the N. S. S. held three 
of the largest meetings of a sceptical character ever held in 
the North of Ireland. Mrs. Besant gave three addresses: 
two on theological subjects and one on “  Socialism.”  The 
greatest difficulty was experienced in obtaining a suitable hall 
for these lectures, and before St. Anne’s Hall was secured a 
fortnight previously it was thought no hall would be got. 
The Ulster Hall (minor) was refused insultingly, although it 
had been let to a prize fighter, and another hall that is let 
regularly for the ballots in connection with illegal prize 
lotteries was also refused— prize fighting and gambling not 
being so obnoxious to orthodoxy as heresy. St. Anne’s Hall 
with a holding capacity of a little over 500, was crowded to 
inconvenience at each lecture, and many people had to go 
away without obtaining admission at all. The audiences 
listened with profound attention, and the discussions were 
conducted with good humor and entire freedom from personal 
and disagreeable elements. The usual indefiniteness was 
exhibited by the Christian speakers, a lack that the audience 
seemed to enjoy. A  very large quantity of Freethought 
literature was disposed of at each meeting, a large stock of 
Freethinkers being exhausted before the end of the second 
lecture, and the demand undiminished. W. M. Knox.

Obituary.— Mr. J. Fitzgerald of the West Ham Branch, 
an earnest and genuine Freethinker, died on October 1 after a 
long and painful illness. I read the funeral service over his 
remains at Manor Park cemetery on Sunday last, in the 
presence of a very large gathering of the members of the 
branch and the friends of the deceased.— R. Foeder,
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ANTI-CHRISTIAN SPIRITS.
The Progressive Thinker is a well printed and edited 

Spiritist paper of Chicago, with decidedly anti-Christian 
tendencies. We were highly amused to see in a recent 
number, the testimony of departed spirits against religion. 
Among those cited were Saint Basil, Bishop of Caesarea, who 
it seems now says, “  Religion makes a man a fanatic. When 
once he has accepted a particular creed as a pathway to 
heaven, then commences his moral degradation. As I preached, 
taught, and helped to found the religion of Jesus, I think it 
my duty to do all I can to overthrow that religion.”  St. 
Irenseus (the first to testify to the four gospels) says, “  Sir, 
there is one regret, a deep lasting regret with me, and that 
is, that I cannot atone for the blood that has been spilt 
through my efforts either directly or indirectly in formulating 
this damnable religion.”  Other spirits give similar testimony, 
and some it seems were much disappointed to find that after 
all the time they had spent on religion, they had not gone 
straight away to everlasting happiness.

like veal with iniquitous taxes. The fact is, as we have 
said before, that Booth is one of the best friends of the 
wealthy and privileged classes, who, if they knew their 
own interest, would furnish him with unlimited cash.

“  London seething mad and miserable all around you ”  is 
a fine piece of Boothian humbug. Madness and misery 
there is in London; no one disputes i t ; but “  all around 
you ”  is a monstrous exaggeration. After reading Booth’s 
nonsense we took a stroll through a great North London 
thoroughfare, crowded with Saturday-night shoppers. 
Most of them were working people, and it was pleasant to 
hear the wives chattering economy with their husbands, 
and to see the chatter emphasied with laughing faces. 
Very likely some of the baskets went home less handsomely 
furnished than they might have been, and some of the talk 
we overheard might have been more elegant; but Booth’s 
picture of London is as near the truth as a Moonshine cari
cature is like the Grand Old Man.

HUXLEY’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY.
There is a strong wish felt that Prof. Huxley would write 

his autobiography, and that he should include a statement of 
his own philosophical standpoint. It has been pointed out 
that though be has at various times told us a good deal of 
what he does not believe, yet he has been extremely chary of 
declaring himself in an opposite direction. In his works it is 
difficult to discover his position, though it is possible he would 
say that the word agnostic, which he himself invented, defines 
it. Perhaps there is more of himself in the little history of 
Hume, published in 1878, than in any other of his works; 
but even there it is difficult to tell how closely sympathy and 
agreement are yoked. In any case, whether it for ever took 
the argument out of the mouth of the controversialist or not, 
a biography of Prof. Huxley written by himself could not be 
other than a valuable contribution alike to literature and 
science.— Athenccum.

A C I D  D R O P S .
“  Give, and it shall be given to you ”  is skilfully worked 

up in the War Cry. Booth tries to raise the wind by show
ing that a subscription to the Salvation Army is a good 
business investment. He gives the case o f “  A. J. E who 
denied herself a threepenny pork-pie during last year’s Self- 
Denial W eek Shortly afterwards some'ne sent her three 
threepenny bits, so she cleared sixpence on the transaction, 
or 200 per cent. Good business !

A  Scotch boy offered to deny himself going to school for 
a week, and to send Booth the threepence. From what we 
know of schoolboys we should say a good deal could be 
raised in this way. _____

The headquarters o f the Salvation Army are close to our 
printing-office, and some of our compositors happen to dine 
at the same coffee house as the Salvationists. Very little 
self denial is discernible, for steaks and chops seem 
to vanish as if by magic. Jesus Christ would have all his 
work to do feed 5000 of these ravenous individuals, even 
during self-denial week. ____

General Booth’s big scheme for the reformation of 
England will soon be before the public in a book of several 
huudred pages. As s e n  as possible we shall criticise it in 
these columns. Meanwhile we have two notions on the 
subject; first, that Booth is bidding for capitalist cash ; 
second, that his gigantic scheme will in all probability be a 
failure, and lead to the wreck of the Salvation Army.

“  With London seething mad and miserable all around 
you,”  said Booth to a Pall Mall Gazette interviewer, “  you 
fellows are full o f politics, and such-like trash, that doesn't 
really matter a Straw to anybody, and wouldn’t for the 
world be caught paying any heed to Souls— only Social 
effort, or Sanitation, or anything else with an S you like, 
but Souls— not you. I  know you.”

Here we have Boothism naked and unashamed. Men’s 
souls are to be saved, from hell o f course, or the word has 
no meaning; and meanwhile the “ sovereigns and states
men ” of Beacon* fie Id s epigram are to go on governing as 
they please, keeping up huge armies and navies, maintain
ing all the bad relics of feudalism, and bleeding the people

The death o f Mrs. Booth is a blow to the Salvation 
Army. In some senses she was very decidedly the 
“  General’s ”  better half. She appears to have been a good, 
kind-hearted woman, with a pleasant fluency of speech and 
a large share of personal magnetism. Whether she was a 
true Christian or not depends on the inspiration or otherwise 
of St. Paul. The great apostle told women to hold their 
tongues, and added “  I suffer not a woman to teach.”  But 
Booth knew better. He saw that the female tongue was 
very persuasive, especially with men, and urged his wife to 
speak in public against her will and prepossessions. In our 
opinion the Lasses do more for “  the Army ”  than the male 
officers, most of whom look as though they would fail in 
any ordinary occupation. __

The Star printed a horrid Police News sort of picture on 
Monday. It was a portrait o f Mrs. Bo <th propped up in 
bed during her last illness, with the folds of the Army flag 
over her, the words “  Blood and Fire ”  being right above 
her head. Perhaps our taste is perverted, but to us the 
thing was disgusting. It was enough to make an old Greek 
or Roman stare and ask why the world had grown so 
vulgar in two thousand years.

The simpletons who credit Cardinal Manning’s hypocritical 
protestations as to the tolerance the Catholics would display 
if they got the upper hand in England, should remember 
how he hounded on the bigots to exclude Mr. Bradlaugb 
from the House of Commons. If that is not enough they 
should just look at the programme of the approaching 
Catholic Congress at Madrid. Among the questions to be 
considered are, how to restore the temporal power of the 
Pope— an impossible thing without war with Italy— and 
what restrictions should be put on the freedom of the press- 
The Black Army always did hate a free press, and they 
will always oppose it wherever they can do so. The light 
of discussion is fatal to them, and they know it.

Protestants and Catholics continue to hate each other i® 
Ireland with what the Psalmist calls “ a perfect hatred- 
The Irish Times advertisement columns— to say nothing ° f 
the editorial ma'ter— furnish some capital illustrations ot 
this fact. For instance, there is an “  Intelligent Protestant 
Lad Wanted at Donnvbrook to clean boots.”  Anotber 
advertiser wants “  A  Protestant Boy to milk.”  Even the 
blacking must be laid on the b>ots by a boy of sound views» 
and apparently it is thought that a Catholic boy would sour 
a Protestant’s milk.

Two Catholic priests have been detained at Philadelph1̂  
under the Contract Labor Law. They wore engaged a 
teachers at a Catholic university. At this rate Europe wi 
find it difficult to export its superfluous sky-pilot0 
America. But we believe the law is being modified.

In an address to working men in connection with tb® 
Church Congress, the Dean of Rochester gave a long 
of classes of people he would “  run in.”  After reading 
carefully, we conclude that three-fourths of the popu^ _
would be candidates for gaol. What a nice result, 
Dean, of eighteen centuries o f Christianity.

“  Running in,”  by the way, is a good old 
method. The Church answered heretics in that way w ^  
it had [the power. But sensible persons, who have
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religion at all, or only a Sunday one, see that the “  running 
in ”  business is a mistake. Schools moralise the people 
better than gaols— yes, and better than churches.

“  How unlovely a spectacle,”  exclaims Mr. B. P. Neuman 
in the Nineteenth Century, “  is many an Independent church 
engaged in the task of selecting a pastor. The preaching 
■competitions ; the over-mastering anxiety to secure a man 
who will ‘ d raw ’ ; the management of meetings and the 
manipulation of votes, and, side by side with all this, the 
stereotyped form of the purest and most spiritual religious 
phraseology ! Commerce tempered by prayer-meetings 1 
The tables o f the money-changers ‘ hard by the oracles of 
G o d ! ’ ”

Mr. Neuman has also a gird at the ministers. He 
says: “ If the pews are reading Cheyne and Driver and 
Robertson Smith, to say nothing of Kuenen and Wellhausen, 
while the pulpit is ju -t awake to the fact that some years 
ago there lived a dangerous heretic named Ewald, it is easy 
to foresee the result.”  The result is, of course, that con
gregations are outgrowing their ministers, and will no 
longer submit to having clotted nonsense pumped into them 
as the pure word of God. ____

The Medium is sent to us, with a reproduction of a 
“  Photograph of a Medium and Spirit.”  The medium’s 
hands aie out o f sight and the spirit, which is accommodated 
with a chair, looks remarkably like a doll enveloped in 
drapery. Our scepticism is confirmed by reading in the 
“  Testimony of one of the photographers,”  that “  Mr. Smith 
and I each stood beside our cameras, also with our backs 
towards the caoinet, which was one of the instructions 
given, as the constant anxious peering of the human eye 
disintegrates the atoms of the built up form, and would 
prevent it standing long enough to be photographed.”  As 
the only “  spectators ”  had their backs turned, how could they 
be sure the doll was not placed on the chair by the 
medium ?

philologist, in the Century Dictionary. But the Christian 
World does not like this destruction o f a popular fallacy 

which is so useful to sentimental theology. “  We shall be 
very reluctant,”  it says, “  to abandon the familiar derivation 
of God. If not correct it ought to be.”

I f  not correct it ought to be! Here is the spirit which 
inspired the huge mass of Christian forgeries. Miracles 
and legends “  ought to be ” true. That was the reason for 
swearing they were, and by and bye for murdering every
body who said they were not.

The Harvest, a Roman Catholic journal, has a story from 
the pen of Lady Herbert, entitled “  What the Crucifix and 
Scapular can do ”  It seems that a ship was jammed in field 
ice and borne down upon by a huge iceberg. In this emer
gency a sailor held out a crucifix, and the iceberg sheered off 
like a devil from holy water. The scapular story is similar. 
A boat was in a snow-s>orm and driven towards shore. 
One o f the men fastened his scapular on to the rigging, 
whereupon the vessel slewed r  und, and they continued 
their voyage in safety. Lady Herbert is perhaps gradu
ating as a writer of romances. I f  she displayed more 
variety in her stories we should predict for her a brilliant 
future.

Telephonic communication with church has been tried at 
Birmingham. This is the beginning of the end. The wealthy 
pious will have their religion turned on to their own houses 
like gas, and put nothing in the plate when they leave the 
telephone. Soon they will expect to do their praying 
through the same instrument by which they get their 
preaching. ____

A  clerical minority at Treves oppose the opening of the 
municipal gymnasium as a lawn-tennis ground for girls. 
They say the game is unbecoming. Probably they have 
watched it and caught a glimpse of a girl's ancle, and felt 
an awful tug at their vow of celibacy.

The mysterious nunnery commonly called the “  Nunnery 
of the Buried Alive ”  at Naples, which has been closed 
against outsiders for four centuries, was opened on Saturday 
by ; order of the Minister of Justice. In spite of the 
strenuous oppo-ition of the doorkeeper of the nunnery, the 
police entered by the windows. Sixteen nuns were found 
within a state bordering upon insanity. They were covered 
with rags, and their surroundings were of the most filthy 
description. Many had forgotten how to speak, and the 
demeanour of all o f them was more that o f animals than 
human beings, but those who were induced to talk expressed 
■themselves as perfectly resigned to their fate.

According to a Dalziel telegram from Berlin, the cause of 
the raid upon the nunnery was the desire of the parents of 
a young girl who had entered the convent to recover her. 
She had been banished to the nunnery on account of a love 
affair objectionable to her family. Trie latter, being unable 
to communicate with her, had complained to the police, and 
an order from the Ministor of Justice for her removal was 
obtained. She was found to be a mere skeleton, and her 
Parents became half crazed at the condition in which she 
discovered. The nunnery has been closed and a strict in
vestigation ordered by the Governor of Niples. The facts 

this extraordinary case are contained in a special dispatch 
to the Tageblatt, which states that the cise is attracting the 
Widest attention at Naples, and it is said all the nunneries 

Southern Italy will bo visited by the police.
' __

.  At a late inquest at Faversham, the coroner, Mr. W . J. 
Harris, upon a juryman named Packman stating he did not 
believe in oaths, both dismissed him and refused to let him 
eave the court. Mr. II. Bowden thereupon addressed a 
fctter to the Faversham Mercury, pointing out that the 

Coroner had no authority for this high-handed treatment.

Father Flavin, of Clonmel, exercised his priestly prero
gative and drove some of his flock out of a public-house. 
But one of them got a leg broken, and the priest is charged 
with pushing him “  over the garden wall.” So serious is 
the injury that the man’s depositions have been taken and 
Father Flavin is arrested. ____

Mr. E. B. Lanin has a long and important article on 
“  Jews in Russia ”  in the October number of the Fortnightly. 
He details the laws against them and the insiduous perse
cution to which they are subjected, and which constantly 
makes them apostatise to Christianity. Mr. Lanin says: 
“  One reads frequently in the Russian newspapers of ‘ sixty 
young Jews who, desirous of entering the university, have 
abjured the law of M oses’ ; of forty others who became 
Christians because their business called them outside of the 
Pale ; and scores of others who, for equally valid reasons, 
are introduced every month into the true fold, where they 
are as much in their places as eagles in a barnyard.”

Mr. Lanin gives his opinion that “  Any one of the means 
employed against the Jews would be enough to convert 
three-fourths of the Christians of Russia to Shamanism 
or Buddhism in a week.”  He has conversed with 
very many of these “ converted”  Jews, and affirms, “  with 
few exceptions, not only that they have not the faintest 
glimmer of faith in Christianity, but they hate the very 
name, despise its priests, sneer at its ceremonies, and loathe 
themselves for perjuring their souls by receiving its sacra
ments and praising the name o f its founder. And they bring 
up their sons and daughters in the same sentiments.”

The Americans at Albany boast of baptising three China
men. W e wonder if the consideration was paid in hard 
dollars or only in rice.

■'’he British and Foreign Bible Society report a deficit of 
j 6r fifteen thousand pounds. Even the Protestant world 

‘lu*te 80 certa'n a9 was that the circulation of 
bbrew literature means the advent of the millenium.

^■Etymologically the words God and Devil have no relation 
n aut'  cv^' There is a similarity in spelling and 

lln& more. This is noted by Dr. Whitney, the great

Theosophy the Religion o f  Jesus is the title of a two-cent 
pamphlet issued by the Theosophical Society, New York.

Cuba is infested with bandits. The most famous of them 
signs his proclamations: “  I the king of the country people, 
and of nearly the whole island of Cuba, Manuel Garcia the 
First.”  Ills followers are good Christians, and think that 
they ward off capture by repeating this prayer : “  0  L ord !
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when my enemies [the gendarmes] will pursue me, let not 
their feet be useful for running; neither their hands take 
hold of me, nor their eyes see me. Throw them down as 
thou hast thrown those who wanted to arrest thee on Holy 
Thursday. Deliver me from them as thou hast delivered 
Jonah from the whale’s belly.”  They expect their piety 
to clear them from all sins.

Signor Pecci, the successor to the fisherman at the 
Vatican, is said to spend his mornings catching birds with 
nets. Hundreds of birds are caught every morning and 
distributed among the poor, who bless his Holiness. But 
what do the birds think o f the Vicar of Christ ?

The priests are energetically collecting Peter’s Pence in 
Ireland, holding that whether the landlords or the people 
suffer from the failure of the potato crop, the Church must 
secure its perquisites in good time.

The Rev. J. S. Rudd, vicar of Freshwater, Isle o f W ight, 
has without assigning any reason, dismissed the master and 
mistress of the schools, who have been in their position 
eleven years. The vicar acknowledges “  their good moral 
character and teaching abilities,”  but the truth is they are 
not sectarian enough to suit his notions. An indignation 
meeting has been held, and the vicar burnt in effigy.

The Rev. W . T. Ratcliffe made a curious statement at 
Colne. He is reported as saying : “  Had the habit of inde
pendent thinking been more prevalent, Bishop Colenso 
would never have fallen into the fallacies he did.”  W e 
always thought Bishop Colenso was sought to be deprived 
of his charge because he did show himself an independent 
thinker. But we live and learn.

The Reading Standard is sent us with the report of a 
Christian Evidence lecture, with the usual quotation from 
a person called “  John Stewart Mills ”  (sic). Evidently the 
lecturer has not read Mill, but has simply got hold of the 
stock citation which is supposed to prove that non-Christian 
writer was almost persuaded to be a Christian.

The Sabbatarians of Littlehampton have, with the Catholic 
Duke of Norfolk at their head, memorialised the directors 
of the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway against 
permitting any more Sunday excursions like that which 
recently brought 7000 persons to their town. A counter 
memorial has, however, been started in favor of the con
tinuance of such excursions, which however they may annoy 
a few, give health and pleasure to the excursionists, and 
profit both to the railway and those who entertain them.

Milkmen and mackerel sellers are exempted from the pro
visions of the Sunday Observance A ct of Charles II. But 
according to a Sheffield magistrate, a milkman is not allowed 
to call out the fact that he has milk to sell, even though no 
one complains of him. A case has been stated for a higher 
court, and it may be found that the Sheffield magistrate is 
incorrect. ____

Birchall, the condemned murderer, is growing graver. 
Religious books are supplied to him, and the chaplain hopes 
he will make an edifying end. Probably he will be good 
enough to forgive his victim.

Dr. Parker has declared against sacramental wine alto
gether. Intoxicants ought to be banished from the Lord’s 
table, but the aubsti'utes for it are vile concoctions, and the 
City Temple oracle gives his vote for water. Poor J. C. 1 
He turned water into wine, and his followers are turning 
his wine into water.

his son, who by virtue of this bargain will be the legal sky- 
pilot of that parish when the present incumbent pegs out. 
Meanwhile the sweating business goes on merrily, for no 
curate of Handsworth Church receives more than £100 a 
year. Good old Mother Church!

When the younger Mr. Sabin takes the living he will 
have to swear that he has been no party to the payment of 
a single farthing for it. Of course he will do it. They all 
do it. ____

Colonel Ingersoll, according to a Central News telegram, 
is going to lecture on “  Art and Morality ”  for the benefit 
of Walt Whitman. But the bigots are up in arms against 
him. The Academy of Music and the Union League Club 
absolutely refused to let him speak within their sacred 
precincts. However, the Horticultural Hall has been, 
secured, and the lecture will be delivered on the last day 
of October. No doubt the action of the bigots will only 
cause a bigger crush at the doors.

Truth had its knife into Reuben May for years and pretty 
well spoiled his game. Now it has taken up the case o f 
Walter Austin, the pious Finsbury philanthropist, and sub
jected him to a frightful examination. In the face of this, 
however, Prophet Baxter gives “  friend Walter ”  an 
editorial puff in the Christian Herald. Birds of a feather—  
but the proverb is somewhat musty.

Money is being raised fora Catholic Cathedral in Sheffield. 
By-and-bye we shall doubtless hear of another costly House 
of God erected amidst one of the filthiest collections o f 
human dwellings in all England. Sheffield wants more soap 
and less religion. ____

There is a little nest of Mohammedans in Liverpool, most 
of them (we understand) being Englishmen, and they are 
protesting against the proposed representation of a new 
play by Mr. Hall Caine in which Mohammed is the principal 
character. How universal is the law that religious people 
claim not only a right to tbeir own taste, but a right to 
make other people respect it at the expense of their own.

Lively scenes are expected in Wales. The total arrears’ 
o f tithes in thirteen Cardiganshire parishes is calculated at 
£2,278, and the clergy are determined to get it by hook or 
by crook.

The Mormons have put forth a new profession of faith. 
Polygamy is excluded, but the inspiration o f the Book of 
Mormon is retained, and that of the Bible “  as far as it i® 
translated correctly.”  This is a very important proviso. 
But what about the different readings of the originals ?

The Mormons also “  believe in the gift of tongues, 
prophecy, revelations, visions, and healing.”  Of course this 
means faith healing, or the cure of broken legs without tb® 
aid of a surgeon. They further believe in the “  literal 
gathering of Israel, the restoration of the Ten Tribes, aDlJ 
that Zion will be built on this continent,”  that is, America' 
Altogether the Mormon profession o f faith is a strang® 
comment on nineteenth-century civilisation. It shows that 
superstition goes on living in an age of science, just as the 
elephant continues to exist among the newer species ot 
evolution.

One o f the Rev. Z. B. Woffendale’s boasted “  converts 
came to our office begging on Tuesday morning. Apparent'^ 
he had not obtained what he expected from his converter. 
W e regret to say that he made an impression on the sus 
ceptible benevolence of our “  sub.”

Praying and working were both exemplified at Filey on 
Saturday. A fire broke out, and the vicar o f the parish, 
who is an athlete, pulled off his coat and helped the fisher
men to extinguish the flames. But another parson, a 
holiday visitor, bolted from his lodgings, and having got to 
a safe distance, pulled out a Prayer Book, fell on his knees, 
and offered up supplication to heaven. The report does 
not say that his prayer was answered.

The living o f Handsworth parish is worth £2,000 a year, 
and will soon be worth a great deal more. It has been 
bought by Mr. Sabin for £20,000. Mr. Sabin secures it for

ThU pC& 7 a t l i7 ^ l\ JŜ \ 8tewart Co.: London.-
The present - bj .°VA’ Watt8' if> in its eighth year.
Samuel Lainp ow ^  Is. certamly a good sixpennyworth.
special r e f e r / ° P D\ r t b a  Capital article ° “  tho BibIe- wlth 
regret, £  £  ^ ^ o n e ’s recent performances. We
°f the burning ? ‘ves currency to tbe s ?̂rf
Omar Dr rrfi, 'll b-6 ■̂•iexan<drian library by the Caliph
ticism A m «« a  Wn,te8 on Fundamental Theses of Agnos-
of Mr rr 1 ° n?  ° ° iber contributions is one from the pen
and W “ ° iw ake against the Blasphemy L w s . Dr. Caras

•» 4 « i » g,„ o u ,  o“ d"“  A 8” *t!d ’ “ ' Dr- n M k °
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, Ocl. 12, at the Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, 
London, E.C.; at 7, “  Where is the Devil ?”

Thursday, Oct. 16, Tower Hamlets Radical Club, 19 Red
man’s Road, Mile End, E .; at 8, “  Is the Bible Inspired ?” 
Admission free.

October 19, 26, Hall of Science, London.
November 2, Nelson; 9, Grimbsy; 20, St. Pancras Reform 

Club ; 23, Liverpool; 30, Leicester.
December 7, Portsmouth; 14, Manchester; 21 and 28, Hall 

of Science.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid:— One Year, 6s. 6d .; Half Year, 
3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7£d. Australia, China and Africa : 
•—One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. lO d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d .; 
Three Months, 2s. 8Jd.

Scale of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 
repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.

R. Chambf.rs.—It is a matter of taste. The reverend gentle
man is entitled to his preference. For our part, wo would 
rather own kinship with an ape who defends his female, than 
acknowledge descent from a cur like Adam, who, directly he 
got into a scrape,sneaked behind his wife,and cried “ It wasn’t 
my fault, she made me do it.” Those who sneer at man’s 
animal origin, prove the truth of what they sneer at. As 
Darwin said, they draw back their snarling muscles and 
reveal the line of their descent.

E. Hannath.—Sir W. Ball’s Story o f the Heavens is a good 
book ; so is Lockyer’s Astronomy, the large edition. You 
will find that the shape of the world was determined in its 
plastic state, perhaps two or three hundred million years ago. 

J. I rkland.— Suggestions are not “ impudence.”  We don’t 
belong to the usual tribe of editors. There is no infallibility, 
and certainly no omniscience, in our office. Glad to hear the 
Freethinker is procurable in your part of the country. Mr. 
S. Peacock is, as you say, a “ jolly brick ”—a man of energy, 
intelligence, honesty, and, rarer still, modesty. Some men 
with less than a tenth of his ability keep their noses pointed 
to the zenith. We have not decided about reprinting our 
Gladstone articles.

E. It. Bird, 3 Tanners Terrace, Murchison Road, Leyton, will 
be glad to hear from any Freethinkers in the vicinity who 
are willing to co-operate in forming a Branch of the N. S. S. 

Peacock, newsagent, East Street, Walworth, Bupplios tho 
Freethinker and other Secular publications.

C. T u r n e r .— No doubt a good Branch might bo established at 
Poplar. If a few friends will join together there, tho 
N. S. S. will furnish assistance.

B. Harris.— You miss the point. The women were killed as 
witches, but they were not witches. Witchcraft was believed 
in, and almost if not quite universally. Darwin himself 
thought this fact disproved the assumption that what every- 
body believes is true, or has some truth in it.

Pro Bono Publico.—Grammatical rules can bo carried to the 
point of pedantry. Thero are fine shades of meaning not 
provided for in text-books, and in such cases a writer must 
use his own judgment. “ I f ”  is not always a sign of tho 
subjunctive, and sometimes when it is there is nothing 
dubious in the nominal hypothesis.
P. A.—The ropublication of our Gladstone articles is boing 

considered. The Halstead Branch promises well. Wo intend 
to print the N. S. S. principles and objects occasionally in our 

. column^ beginning next week, with particulars as to joining. 
Unknown.—You have a queer notion of _what investigation 

iPcans. Apparently you believe everything you see in print. 
“ O are quito aware that the newspaper obituaries tell of 
Persons who lived more than a hundred years. But we 
repeat our statement, which you don’t appear to have the 
scnso to understand, that no centenarian case that has been 
®’ fted to the bottom has proved to bo real. No doubt you 

ignorant of tho fact that Sir George Cornwall Lewis, 
Rco Chancellor of tho Exchequer, wrote a work on tho 

project, maintaining the very assertion you quarrel with, 
open a dictionary and turn to “  investigate ”  before you 1 

r  * Tnto again.
15 ^ UBnAY-—We are glad to hear that the Nottingham

ranch will carry on outdoor work next spring. Certainly 
ere should be a Midland Federation. But its organisers 
Ret be careful. They will succeed if they work hard and

have patience. But they will fail if they attempt too much 
at once, or expect to gallop on the road of progress.

An Ingersollite says : “ I have read the Colonel’s new pamphlet 
with unbounded delight. Would that the Christians would 
read it too ! It would show them the rottenness of a good 
deal they profess to admire, and that the noblest feelings may 
animate the heart of a Freethinker.”

J. D. (Plymouth) thinks our replies to Mr. Gladstone should 
be reprinted and bound in cloth for preservation. He 
promises to take some copies. He would also like to see a 
selection of Mr. Wheeler’s best Freethinker articles reprinted 
in the same way. “  Indemnity from loss,”  he adds, “  might 
be secured by getting promises of support, sufficient to cover 
expenses, previously to publication.”  What do other readers 
say?

A. M. J. W r i g h t .—Your Christian friends must be very hard 
up for an argument if they trade upon poor Easton’s suicide. 
We have noted hundreds of Christian suicides in our 
columns, several being those of clergymen. These facts do 
not count, apparently; but if a Secularist, whose frame is 
shattered, and his brain injured, by paralysis, shoots him
self, that proves the falsity of Secularism ! The logic is fit 
for an asylum. Stay, it is not fit for an asylum ; it is only 
fit for a church.

Miller, newsagent, 76 Holloway Road, London, N., supplies 
this journal and other Freethought publications.

A. J. Field.—Glad to hear of continued success at Finsbury 
Park. Are you still searching for an indoor meeting-place ?

T. A. Bruce.—The statement was taken from a daily paper. 
Wo did not know that the Earl of Devon seceded, as the 
Church Times says, fifteen or twenty years ago. The other 
names in our paragraph are not affected.

I da.— There are two English translations of Tolstoi’s Kreutzer 
Sonata, both published at one shilling. Any bookseller will 
supply you.

N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.— “  Daylight,”  5s.; Finsbury 
Branch, 3s. 8d.; J. Swinburne-Hanham, 10s.; Westminster 
Branch, 7s. 2d.— R. Forder.

C. Watkinson.— Perhaps tho present editor is unaware of the 
fact. It is a long time since Mr. Forder tried the paper in 
question. Our statement is perfectly correct.

S. Soddy.—Rather hard on the poor devil.
R. Widdup.— Technically you are right.
H. F. Smart.—Children frequently ask questions about religion 

that are enough to flutter a whole college of theologians, and 
the day is gone by when prophets could send bears to devour 
them.

P a p e r s  Received. —  Neues Freireligiöses Sonntags Blatt— 
Menschenthum—Freidenker—  Freethought — Truthseeker— 
Portsmouth Evening News— Nazarene—Yorkshire Post— 
Lucifer the Lightbearer— Hull Express—Colne and Nelson 
Times —  Cape Argus — Independent Pulpit — Progressive 
Thinker—Chichester Observer—Kidderminster Shuttle— 
Globe— Reading Standard— Reading Observer— Daily Tele
graph—Independent— Hull Critic—Tocsin—Echo— Medium 
—Der Arme Teufel—Canterbury Press—Umpire— Free
thinkers’ Magazine—Harvest—De Dageraad—St. Pancras 
Guardian.

Friends who send us newspapors would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish our attention 
directed.

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Mr. Foote had a capital audience at the Hall of Science on 

Sunday evening. There was one opponent, who spoke 
courteously, and was carefully replied to. This evening 
(Oct. 12) Mr. Foote delivers the second lecture of this course. 
His subject will be “  Where is the Devil ? ”  Christians are 
invited to come and answer the question.

After Mr. Foote’s lecture he met a number of ladies and 
gentlemen upstairs, who formed themselves into a Committee 
to arrange for a London Freethinkers’ Ball. The date fixed 
upon is Wednesday, November 26. Mr. Anderson acts as 
secretary, and Mr. R. 0 . Smith as treasurer. Miss Vance 
superintends the concert. Other parts of the business are 
delegated to sub-committees. The tickets are to bo one 
shilling each. Altogether wo venture to predict a great 
success for this gathering. ____

Several new subscribers to the Freethinker have been 
gained by Mr. Foote’s recent visit to Hull. One of them 
never heard of the paper before, and is very glad he has 
lighted upon it. This should encourage our friends who 
circulate extra copies.
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The. Hull Critic finds space for a vigorous letter, apropos 
of the Church Congress, from the pen of Mr. Naewiger, the 
Branch Secretary. The subject is “  The Church and the 
Poor.”  Mr. Naewiger declares that the breach between the 
Church and the poor is widening, and denounces as hypocrites 
the high-salaried clergy who meet and chatter about the 
problem of poverty.

The Hull Express gives a very fair report of Mr. Foote’s 
lectures in the Alhambra, and notes that there were large 
audiences.

A gentleman, whose name we withhold, sends us a very 
interesting letter about his conversion to Freethought. He is 
a member of a School Board on the Secular ticket, and 
and president of a district Trade Union. Years ago he was 
a perfect bigot, simply owing to his Christianity. He rejoiced 
at Mr. Bradlaugh’s exclusion from the House of Commons, 
and was delighted at Mr. Foote’s imprisonment. But he 
began to read Freethought publications, and at last, he says, 
“  Mr. Foote captured me, against my will, I own ; but one 
cannot fight against facts.”  This gentlemen has never 
heard a Freethought lecture. His change of mind is the 
result of reading, and, of course, thinking.

Secular Thought reports the annual Convention of the 
Canadian Secular Union, at which letters of encouragement 
were read from several leading English Freethinkers. 
Captain Robert C. Adams was re-elected President, and Mr. 
Risser secretary. The first resolution passed was as follows :—  
“  While it is a source of regret that Mr. Charles Bradlaugh 
has been compelled to withdraw from the leadership of the 
Secular Party in England, the Secularists and Freethinkers of 
Canada send their warmest congratulations to his successor, 
Mr. G. W. Foote, and wish him every success as President of 
the National Secular Society.”  Further resolutions pledged 
the Convention to support Secular Thought and Mr. Watts’s 
lecture propaganda. __

Mr. Watts gives aD account of his visit to England. He 
pays Mr. Foote some'compliments, which need not be repro
duced, and says that as President of the N. S. S. he is “  the 
right man in the right place.”  Mr. Watts also states that he 
conveyed the message from the Hall of Science of “  admiration 
and deep affection ”  to Colonel Ingersoll, and the Colonel 
replied “  Give them my love.”

Thomas Gordon, the Scotch Deist, born in 1684, who died 
in 1700, has a merited place in Mr. Wheeler’s Dictionary o f  
Freethinkers. A  portion of Gordon’s translation of Tacitus 
has just been added to the “ Cacnelot Series,”  with an intro
duction by Arthur Galton. “ In politics, and in theology,”  
says Mr. Galton, “  ho was a republican and a free-thinker.” 
Gordon wrote very fine English, and Mr. Galton pays a just 
tribute to his strong, nervous style.

? In Sweden Mr. Henry V. Berghall has been sentenced to 
three months’ imprisonment for blasphemy at Jbnkoping. It 
is to be hoped the Supreme Court will over-rule the judg
ment. Meantime Mr. Berghall is undismayed, and is repeating 
the lecture for which he has been sentenced.

P We are pleased to hear from Captain Otto Thomson that 
the sale of the Swedish Freethought paper Fritankaren is 
increasing, and that it is especially finding its way among 
Scandinavian readers in America.

Mr. H. S. Salt, who wrote the Life of James Thomson, and 
has just issued the Life of another Freethinker (Thoreau), will 
read a paper on “ The New Shelleyism”  at the Shelley 
Society’s monthly meeting next Wednesday evening (Oct. 15). 
Mr. Salt’s paper should interest Freethinkers. Anyone is 
free to attend the meeting, which takes place at 8 o’clock at 
University College, Gower Street. Mr. Foote hopes to attend 
and participate in the discussion.

n‘ Miss Ada Campbell, the Australian Freethought lecturess 
is at present in New York where she is proposing to lecture.

That curious paper The Tuscin in an article on "  Creeds ” 
says “  Investigations into the nature of what some people 
call the Spirit of God, or the universal spirit or the sun’s 
rays— it matters little by what name it is called— have 
hitherto been characterised, with few exceptions by intense

crudeness.”  Orthodox people will think intense crudeness is 
displayed in identifying the spirit of God with the rays of the 
sun.

Kidderminster, the town of Richard Baxter, possesses a 
paper, the Shuttle, which is liberal enough to insert a good 
Freethought letter on Professor Huxley and the PeDtateuch, 
with the signature “  Agnostic.”

The Freethinkers' Magazine for October has as frontispiece, 
a very good portrait of Judge C. B. Waite, of Chicago, who 
has written a very able study of Christian Origins, entitled 
History of the Christian Religion to the Year 200. Among 
notable articles in the magazine is one on “ Protoplasm,”  by
T. B. Wakeman, and another on “ The Cyrus Story in the 
Old Testament,”  by Prof. A. L. Rawson.

The Independent Pulpit of Waco, Texas, has interesting 
articles on Secularisation of Public Schools and Optimism, 
and an able editorial on Religion, Superstition and Liberalism, 
It also reprints from our columns Mr. Wheeler’s article on 
Jews and Christians.

De Dageraad of Amsterdam devotes a good deal of its space 
to book reviews, and in its last number notices Tolstoi’s 
Kreutzer Sonata, D’ Ablaing’s History of Religious Ideas in 
Mesopotamia, Dr. Chatelain on the Alleged Insanity o f  
Rousseau, and Mr. J. M. Robertson’s Christ and Krishna.

A Jewish Freethought organisation is to be tried at Liver
pool. At this rate the Jews will be Secularised before they are 
Christianised, despite the thousands a year spent on bringing 
them to Jesus, and supporting the kind gentlemen who do 
the bringing.

The Glee-Class advertised on our last page is really in con
nection with Milton Hall. It has already commenced to meet 
in the lower hall on Tuesday evenings. As the class becomes 
fairly efficient it will be utilised on Sunday evenings. This 
should ensure support. The fee is merely nominal.

Mr. A. B. Moss lectures for the Battersea Branch of the 
N. S. S. on Wednesday, Oct. 15, at 8 p.m., on “ The Saviors 
of Mankind." Some tickets (3d. each) are being sold to 
defray expenses, and can be obtained at the meeting place. 
These week-night lectures are a new feature of this Branch, 
the idea being to engage lecturers who cannot afford to come 
to a small hall on Sundays. It is to be hoped that Free
thinkers in the neighborhood will help to make this experi
ment a success.

On Thursday evening (Oct. 16) Mr. Foote opens a course 
of Free Lectures in th oE istE nd  of London at the Tower 
Hamlets’ Radical Club. His subject will be “  Is the Bible 
Inspired? ”  On the following Thursday the lecturer will be 
Mrs. Thornton Smith, her subject being “  Secularism.”
Moss takes Oct. 23, and “  Was Jesus God or Man ? ”  for hie 
subject. Mr. J. M. Robertson winds up on Oct. 30 with a 
lecture on the “  Whitewashing of Christianity.”

The London Federation is arranging for another course of 
Free Lectures at Peckham in tho large hall of the Radical 
Club.

DR. TALMAGE AND “  CHESTNUTS.”

“  Rambler,” in The Canadian Advance, a Christian journa» 
referring to Dr. Tal mage’s recont locturo at Grimsby Par * 
Ont., says : “  An irnmenso and sympathetic audionco of tho 
sands greeted him. To say that tho groat mass wont ho®

‘ ‘  ' ‘ ...............  Ho talked just BYdissatisfied would be to put it mildly, 
minutes and for this received §500, or §5 
what was given in exchange for this monoy ?

„ aper minute, an 
j ?  Stories that 

are as old as Methusaleh; koary-hoaded old ‘ chestnuts  ̂
have dono servico in a thousand forms, from time immomor 
Ho managed to spend about five minutes in tolling tho tnr' ^
bare tale o f a man so moan that ho utilisod a wart on the , 
o f Ills nock as a collar button. This fivo iniuuto story u 
Dr. Talmago §25. Another of his stock storios was 0 . Q
man who invited an old friend homo to d in n e r  an 
notified his wife through tho tolophono o f tho fact tka . 
would dine with them. In tho meantime Jonos toox n . 
at tho telephone and board tho indignant housowiio 
‘ What are you bringing that old fool home to dinner 
This story, by tlio watch, cost about $30.”

5
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BIBLE TOMFOOLEBY:
END OF W OBLD: MODERN PROPHECY.

(From the “ Liberator.")

If ever a book contained tomfoolery, or silly trifling, the 
Bible does ; and nowhere more so than in its pretended pro
phecies or foretelling of events long future. This would be 
amusing enough but for the mischief it does. If all would 
take the prophets’ jokes and their predictions as jests, no 
harm would en3ue. But fanatics and fools regard the Bible 
all the more solemnly the more it jests and trifles. When 
the Holy Ghost puts on his cap and bells then it is the dupes 
ef superstition tremble the most.

When Bible writers were bent on the utmost stretch of 
tomfoolery they sat down and dreamed and manufactured 
visions, fell into trances, saw the invisible, felt the intangible, 
heard absolute silence, and allowed their imagination to run 
riot in grotesque imagery.

If one of them saw God, another would see the Devil; if 
one figured Behemoth, another dreamt he saw Leviathan; if 
one saw the Son of God, another would behold a cocatrice, a 
third a unicorn, a fourth would see beasts overdone with eyes, 
crowded with horns, and behaving as no circus animals ever 
behaved. If one prophet foretold the overthrow of a kingdom, 
another predicted the collapse of an empire, or plunged into 
foretellings of the end of the world itself, with appropriate 
music and attendant circumstances.

I must give a few examples of this pious tomfoolery ; and 
the first I mention is the Book of Daniel. It is generally 
supposed that a man named Daniel lived at the court of 
Nebuchadnezzar and other kings of Babylon. He was a 
soothsayer, or Professor of Dreams. The Jews held him up 
as being the tip-top dream interpreter in the kingdom ; and 
they supposed they glorified their God, their religion and 
their nation by so doing.

Several hundred years after Daniel’s death some Jew wrote 
a romance, now known as the Book of Daniel— a romance as 
full of piety, political squibs and Punch-like takings-off as 
can well be imagined. That the book is a romance is plain 
on its face. Daniel interprets dreams, and even recovers one 
the king had lost, and expounds the fugitive after bringing 
him back 1 Look at the Jew who wrote that stuff, and see 
how ho puts his thumb to his nose and expands his fingers. 
Hear what he says

“  You boast of expounding a dream, you unclean gentiles. 
That is nothing. Any fool can expound a dream when related 
to him. But my great countryman Daniel could go after a 
lost dream that the dreamer had forgotten, and restore it first, 
and then afterwards expound it to the perfect satisfaction of 
the dreamer ! Yea, verily, Amen 1”

Not content, the unscrupulous romancer wrote a tale about 
three of his countrymen, who were put into a fire and came 
out unhurt, although those who put them in were killed by 
the heat.

Daniel himself was cast into a den of lions ; and the beasts 
tvould not eat him.

Nebuchadnezzar became metamorphosed into a nondescript 
animal, just as many persons in Arabian Nights and in 
Grimm’s Household Tates; and he ate grass like an ox ; and 
after after all this became king again 1 Hoodwinked believers 
have looked for confirmation of this tale in pagan records, in 
^Lsop's Fables and nursery books. It is only in romances 
G*at such miracles took place.

Well, the tales I have alluded to— the three Jews in the 
|jre, too fireproof to burn; Daniel undevoured in the den of 
ilons, and Nebuchadnezzar’s transformation into an ox-eagle- 
P̂ an or man-eagle-ox— those, I say, would be regarded by any 
^partial critic as more than enough to stamp any book in the 
World a romance.

This impostor, who wrote in the namo of Daniel hundreds 
years after Daniel was dead— for even those who escape the 

and dodge the lions somehow do manage to die at last 
ordinary mortals— wrote political records in the guise of 

Wophecy, not daring, perhaps, to speak plainly on account of 
, 0 Antiochian tyrants then ruling his country. He attri- 

oted to Daniel a lot of jargon about huge beasts of most 
, s,k'htly descriptions, and an image ho saw in vision, with 

. . °f gold, breast of silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs 
i.r°D> and feet of clay.

t>h of this stuff modem quacks have manufactured pro- 
j^‘ecy, predictions of Jesus under the name of the oily one or 
^,e8siah ; and also predictions of Greek, Roman and other 

fn®8 and dynasties from the time of Daniel to the very end 
01 the world.

Here you have an exhibition of Bible tom-foolery and also 
of Christian quackery in trying to expound and apply those 
so-called prophecies, which were not prophecies at all. 
Any quack, like the late Dr. Cumming or the living Mr. 
Baxter, could fix the end of the world from that prediction, 
and postpone it a hundred times without losing the least 
credit with the pious rabble.

A  note in passing from this topic may put the reader on 
his guard. No one can read the Daniel romance without 
perceiving that it was written to glorify the Jews and their 
religion. Every incident is manufactured to set forth some 
excellence in their superstition ; and that is the design of the 
whole. “  There is nothing like leather ”  is the motto of the 
book, and it meets you at every turn. The Catholics could 
not more industriously sound the praises of their saints than 
this writer does the virtues of his God and his religion.

And now turn we to Christ. He foretells, according to 
the gospels, the end of the world; so do his apostles. And 
here we have predictions that can readily be tested and 
decided to be either true or false.

He foretells, we are informed, the destruction of Jerusalem ; 
and after describing this event in terrible language, he says:
“  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the 
sun be darkened and the moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken : and then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of Man in heaven : then all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of Man coming in clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory . . . This generation shall 
not pass till all these things be fulfilled ”  (Matt, xxiv., 
29-34.)

1. Jerusalem was destroyed in a .d . 71. 2. The sun was
not darkened immediately after; nor has been until now, 
except in eclipses ; the moon has never ceased to give her 
light as she gave it before; nor has one single star fallen 
from heaven from that day till now. Rev. iv., 13, shows that 
the stars were expected to fall upon the earth. Only an 
astronomer can fully appreciate the absurdity of this part of 
the prophecy. 3. No powers of the heavens have been shaken 
since the tima mentioned, nor ever will be. 4. No sign of a 
Son of Man has yet appeared in the heavens ; he has not 
come in the clouds; no trumpet has sounded therefrom, 
except the thunder ; no angels have been seen ; no elect have 
been gathered together and the ends of tne earth have not been 
discovered. 5. That generation passed away, and sixty-sub
sequent generations have followed them ; and still the Son 
of Man does not appear ; his silly predictions have noo been 
fulfilled, though his blind dupes are as stupidly believing as 
ever. Nothing can open their eyes.

If Jesus ever uttered the words attributed to him, they 
show him to have been the vainest and most conceited cox
comb that could be imagined. Other insane persons havo 
expected to be kings ; but he is probably the only one that 
expected the universe to bo wrecked in honor of his mounting 
the throne. But if he was a fool for expecting such things to 
happen, what must be said of those who still expect him to 
fulfil a promise or a threat that should have been accom
plished then in the lifetime of the people who heard it ?

Either Jesus is a convicted false prophet; or the New Testa
ment ascribes to him predictions ho never uttered. Let the 
Christians take which alternative they please. There stands 
the prediction, pledged to be fulfilled then and there ; it has 
never been fulfilled yet, although about 1850 years have fled 
since it was uttered.

And yet quacks go on expounding Bible prophecy and fore
telling the end of the world as if the Bible could be trusted 
and Christ were an honest and a rational man.

There cannot be the shadow of doubt that the New Testa
ment writers— if they honestly wrote down what they believed 
— really and literally expected the dead to rise, Christ to 
appear in the clouds, the general judgment of all mankind, 
and the total wreck of the universe to take place in their day ; 
they expected to be alive at the time when the angel s trumpet 
should wake the dead, and when Christ should descend on 
the clouds of heaven.

Time has falsified all this, fortunately ; and the world and 
the universe go on as if no fanatic had ever trodden the earth s
surface. J° 8- Symi8’

(Ye be concluded.)

Sunday school teacher [in Kentucky]— “ Johnny, how did 
the forbidden fruit cause the fall of man < ”  Johnny— “ They 
made it inter brandy.”
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•Count Tolstoi, following parts of the New Testament, 
regards love as essentially impure. He seems really to think 
that there is a love superior to human love ; that the love of 
man for woman, of woman for man, is, after all, a kind of 
glittering degradation; that it is better to love God than 
woman ; better to love the invisible phantoms of the skies 
than the children upon our knees— in other words, that it is 
far better to love a heaven somewhere else than to make one 
here. He seems to think that women adorn themselves 
simply for the purpose of getting in their power the innocent 
and unsuspecting men. He forgets that the best and purest 
of human beings are controlled, for the most part uncon
sciously, by the hidden, subtle tendencies of nature. He 
seems to forget the great fact of “  natural selection,”  and 
that the choice of one in preference to all others is the result 
of forces beyond the control of the individual. To him there 
seems to be no purity in love, because men are influenced by 
forms, by the beauty of women ; and women, knowing this 
fact, according to him, act, and consequently both are equally 
guilty. He endeavors to show that love is a delusion ; that 
at best it can last but a few days ; that it must of necessity 
be succeeded by indifference, then by disgust, lastly by hatred; 
that in every Garden of Eden is a serpent of jealousy, and 
that the brightest days end with the yawn of ennui.

Of course he is driven to the conclusion that life in this 
world is without value, that the race can be perpetuated only 
by vice, and that the practice of the highest virtue would 
leave the world without the form of man. Strange as it may 
sound to some, this is the same conclusion reached by his 
Divine Master: “  They did eat, they drank, they married, 
they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
the ark and the flood came and destroyed them all.”  “  Every 
one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life.”

According to Christianity, as it really is and really was, 
the Christian should have no home in this world— at least 
none until the earth has been purified by fire. His affections 
should be given to G od ; not to wife and children, not to 
friends or country. He is here but for a time on a journey, 
waiting for the summons. This life is a kind of dock running 
out into the sea of eternity, on which he waits for transpor
tation. Nothing here is of any importance ; the joys of life 
are frivolous and corrupting, and by losing these few gleams 
of happiness in this world he will bask for ever in the un
clouded rays of infinite joy. Why should a man risk an 
eternity of perfect happiness for the sake of enjoying himself 
a few days with his wife and children ? Why should he 
become an eternal outcast for the sake of having a home and 
fireside here ?

The “  Fathers ”  of the Church had the same opinion of 
marriage. They agreed with Saint Paul, and Tolstoi agrees 
with them. They had the same contempt for wives and 
mothers, and uttered the same blasphemies against that divine 
passion that has filled the world with art and song.

All this is to my mind a kind of insanity ; nature soured 
or withered— deformed so that celibacy is mistaken for virtue. 
The imagination becomes polluted, and the poor wretch 
believes that he is purer than his thoughts, holier than his 
desires, and that to outrage nature is the highest form of 
religion. But nature imprisoned, obstructed, tormented, 
always has sought for and has always found revenge. Some 
of these victims, regarding the passions as low and corrupting, 
feeling humiliated by hunger and thirst, sought through 
maimings and mutilations the purification of the soul. . . .

The story of The Kreutzer Sonata seems to have been 
written for the purpose of showing that woman is at fau lt; 
that she has no right to be attractive, no right to be beautiful; 
and that she is morally responsible for the contour of her 
throat, for the pose of her body, for the symmetry of her 
limbs, for the red of her lips, and for the dimples in her 
cheeks.

The opposite of this doctrine is nearer true. It would be 
far better to hold people responsible for their ugliness than for 
their beauty. It may be true that the soul, the mind, in 
some wondrous way fashions the body, and that to that 
extent every individual is responsible for his looks. It may 
be that the man or woman thinking high thoughts will give, 
necessarily, a nobility to expression and a beauty to outline.

It is not true that the sins of man can be laid justly at the 
the feet of woman. Women are better than men ; they have

greater responsibilities ; they bear even the burdens of joy. 
This is the real reason why their faults are considered 
greater.

Men and women desire each other, and this desire is a con
dition of civilisation, progress, and happiness, and of every
thing of real value. But there is this profound difference 
in the sexes; in man this desire is the foundation of love, 
while in woman love is the foundation of this desire.

Tolstoi seems to be a stranger to the heart of woman.
—From “  Love the Redeemer,”  by Colonel Ingersoll,

“ ALL IS FOR THE BEST.”

“  Peaise God ! from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him ! all creatures here below 1”
All sorrow is but seeming-woe ;

His name be blest!
The end of all things he doth know 

To be the best.

Praise God ! 0  spider, when you spy 
Entrapped the foolish fluttering fly ;
And bid your victim, ere it die,

All thankful raise 
To God all-good in heav’n on high,

A song of praise.

Praise God 1 oh mother ! when you see 
Your dying babe upon your knee ;
And gladly sing with grateful glee 

A  joyous song.
To grieve o ’er what is best would be 

Absurd and wrong.

Praise God 1 0  pirate, when you slay 
The folk he sends athwart j’our way ;
And let them sing, for well they may,

Since “  All’s for best.”
He bids you speed them on their way 

To heav’nly rest.

Praise G od! 0  crafty, rich, and strong,
Ordained to rob the weaker throng ;
To you earth’s fulness doth belong;

The Lord is good 1 
May all your victims join your song 

In grateful mood.

Praise God 1 0  deaf and dumb and blind 1 
Blest products of the Master mind ;
Rejoice ! for he is ever kind,

And knoweth best.
Sounds, speech, and sights, wo often find,

Produce unrest.

Praise God 1 0  “  Jack-the-Ripper ”  bold,
From whom your strength and skill you h o ld ;
In whom you “  live and move,”  we’re told 

In Holy W rit:
Whose mighty arm your knife controlled,

And guided it.

Praise God 1 0  parasites that cling 
And live on ev’ ry living thing 1 
0  priest! 0  tapeworm ! and 0  king!

And all the brood 1 
To God your maker praises sing,

For he is good.

0  God— if God there be— we trust 
That, after mould’ring into dust,
We all shall rise—if rise we must—

Where all’s for worst;
Since here, on earth, where “  all’s for best,”

Your work’s accurst.
G. L. Mackenzie

. I ))
Lora— “ How meek and lamblike the new minister 

Dora— Yes, and what sheep’s eyes he casts at us giris • 
John Fryland, a Wisconsin man, sat in a ehair under an 

apple tree, when a swarm of bees settled on him. H0 
his nerve for two hours, or until the last one was hived, an 
he 8 ay a he did it by repeating the Lord’s Prayer back war s. 
It will be well to bear this in mind aud to remember that 
Ten Commandments won’t do.
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S U N D A Y  M E E T IN G S.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Ball’s Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green Boad, N., 7, 

Mr. 1 Millar, “ Religion and Civilisation.’
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station), 7.30, 

Mr. A. T. Dipptr, “ The Eight Hours Question.” Tuesday, at 8, 
social evening. Wednesday, at 8, Mr. A. B. Moss, “ Saviors of 
Mankii d.”

Camberwell— 61 New Church Bosd, S.E., 7.30, Mis. Annie 
Besant, “  Eecent Results in Hypnotism and Mesmerism.”

East L< ndoi —Swaby’s Coflee House, 103 Mile End Boad, 8, 
Dr. C. B. Drysdale, “ Low Wages and Large Families.”

Hal) of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C., 7. Mr. G. W. Foote, 
“ Where is the Devil ?”

Milton Hall, Kentish Town Eoad N.W., 7, Orchestral Band ; 
7.80, Mr. G. Bernard Shaw, “  The Evolution of Socialism.” Tues
day, at 8, Ghe class.

West Ham—Secular Hall, 121 Broadway, Plaistow, 7.30, Mr. 
Arthur Lovell, “  Signs of the Times.”

Woolwich—“ Sussex Arms,” Assembly Boom, 60 Plumstead 
Etad (entrance, Maxey Boad), 7.30, Mis. Thornton Smith, “ The 
Uselessness of Prayer.”

If OPEN-AIE PBOPAGANDA.
¡¿^Battersea Park Gates 11.15, Mr. P. H. Snelling, “  Salvation.” 
f} Bethnal Green — Opposite St. John’s Church, 11.15, Mr. J. 
Bowne.v, “ Jtsus.”

Camberwell—Station Boad, 11.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ Christian 
Sophistry.”

Edmonton—Corner of Angel Eoad, 3.30, Mr. Sam Standring, 
“ Freethought in Y< uth.”

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand). 11 15, Mr. E. T. Garner, 
“  Man’s Soul”  ; 3.30, Mr. J. Kowm y, “  Prophecy.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Surrey side), 3.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, 
“  Christian rophistry.”

Hyde Park, near Marble Arch, 11.30, Mr. T. Thurlow, “ Sal
vation.”

Mile End Waste, 11.30, Mr. S. Soddy, “ Sacred Books.”
Plaistow Green (near the station), 11.30, Mr. J. Long will 

lecture.
Tottenham—Corner of West Green Boad, 3.30, Mr. Lucretius 

Keen, “ Is there a God ?”
Victoria Park, near the fountain, 3.30, Mr. C. Cohen, “ Origin 

of Species.”
Westminster — Old Pimlico Pier, 11.30, Mr. F. Haslam, 

“  Bible Stories: are they true ?”
Wood Green—Jolly butcher’s Hill, 11.30, Mr. Sam. Staudring, 

“  Sermons from Shakespeare, I.—To be or not to be ?”

COUNTBY.
Birmingham—Paskerville Hall, Crescent, 5, tea; 7, concert.
Bradford — Laycock’s Temperance Hotel, 3, meeting of the 

Yorkshire Secular Federation.
Chester-le-Street — Cr. wn Hotel, 6.30, important business 

meeting.
Glasgow—Waterloo Booms, Waterloo Street, 6.30, Mr. Bitcliie,

“  1 he Fin: ei -post to H eaven.”
Heckmondwike— At Mr. John Eothera’s,Bottoms, 2 30, annual 

genera meeting, and collection in aid ol Benevolent Fund.
Liverpool Branch N. S S., Camden Hall, Camden f-treet. — 7, 

Mr. E. Stanley Jones, “ Has God Bevealed himself to Man ?”
Manchester N S. S., Busholme Bond, Oxford Boad, 6.30. Mr. 

Biley, ‘ Percy I yssl e rhelley : Poet, Atheist,and Bepublican.”
Newcastle-on-Tyne — 4 Hall’s Court, Newgate Street, 3, fort

nightly m eting of members of N. 8. S.; 11.30 (and on Wednes
day. at 7.30), Sunday Music Le gue.

Nottingham — The Palace, Market Street, Mr. C Bradlaugh, 
11, “ The Eight Hours M vement: for and against” ; 3, “ The 
Bight ihd the Duty to Think ” ; 7, “ The Political Situation.”

PJyn outli—100 Union Sireet, 7, Mr. Bibbens, “ The Spirit of 
the Age.”

Portsmouth—Wellington Hall, Wellington Street, Southsea, 3, 
debating class, Mr. Pinhorne, “ The Sermon on the Mount” ; 7, 
Mr. Hore, “ An Evening with Aristotle.”

Sheffield- Hall of Science Bockingham Street, 7, Mr. Isaac 
Worster, “ balloons and Parachutes” (with historical illustra
tions).

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King Street, 
7, usual wetkly meeting.

ODEN-AIR PBOPAGANDA.
Manchester — t orner of Denmark Boad and Oxford Boad, 3, 

Mr. Hi ley, “ Has Man a '•oul ?”  Friends are earnestly requested 
to support these n eeting and help to preserve order.

LE C T U R E R S’ EN G AG EM ENTS.
Arthur B. vioss, 44 Credon R tad, Eotherhithe, London, S.E. 

—Oct. 15, Battersea; 19 (eve ing) W oolwich; 26 (morning and 
afterno n) Finsbury Park ; 30, Tower Hamlets Radical Club.

E. Stanley J ones, 3 Leta Street, City Road, Walton, Liverpool.— 
Oct. 12 L i v e r p o o l . __________________ ____________ _____

H Smith, 3 Breck Place Breck Boad, Everton Road, Liverpool, 
—Oct. 18, Liverpool. Nov. 9, Liverpool.

T T hurlow, 7 Dickson’s Villas, Rutland Road, East Ham — 
Oct. 12 (morning) Hyde Park; 19 (morning) Battersea Park, 
(evening) Battersea Secular Hall.___________________ ___________

T oi.eman G arner, 8 Heywortli Road, Stratford, London, E.— 
Oct 12 (morning) Finsbury P .rk; 26, Woolwich Nov. 9, Batter
sea; 23, Wooiwich. D-c. 7, Reading; 21, Woolwich.

N O W  R E A D Y .

LOVE THE REDEEMER.
With reference to Count Tolstoi's “ Kreutzer Sonata," and his views on Christianity, Love,

the Family, and Civilisation.
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.

( F rom  the “ N orth  A m erica n  R ev iew ,"  September, 1890.)

PRICE TWOPENCE.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.O.

A REFUTATION OF DEISM
IN  A  D IA L O G U E .

BY

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.
PRICE FOURPENCE. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. PRICE FOURPENCE.

N O W  PUBLISHING.
A New and Greatly Enlarged Edition of

B I B L E  R O M A N C E S .
B y G. W. FOOTE.

1.
2.
3.
4.

a l r e a d y  i s s u e d .
The Creation Story (2d.)
Eve and the Apple (Id.)
Cain and Abel (Id.)
Noah’s Flood (2d.)

NOW READY—9, Baalam’s Ass (id.)

5. Tower of Babel (Id.)
6. Lot’s Wife (Id.)
7. The Ten Plagues (Id.)
8. The Wandering Jews (Id.) 

10, God in a Box (id.)
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„  FRESH SUPPLY.

FREETHINKER”  TRACTS
6dper hundred. Post free 7d.

One Thousand Carriage Free.
1. Salvation by Faith (Ingersoll)
2. Death o f Adam (Nelson)
3. Bible Blunders (Foote)
4. Bible and Teetotalism (Wheeler)
5. Bible Harmony (Holy Ghost)
6. Which is the Safe Side ? (Foote)
7. Voltaire’s Death-Bed
8. The Parson’s Creed (verse)
9. Prophecy Tested (Ball)

10. Christianity & the Family (Ingersoll
11. Thomas Paine’s Death-Bed
12. Shelley’s Religion
13. J. S. M ill on Christianity
14. A Golden Opportunity (facetious)
15. Darwin’s Religious Views
16. Atheists and Atheism
17. Good Friday at Jerusalem
18. Parsons on “  Sm ut” (Foote)
19. Mrs. Eve (Foote)
20. New Testament Forgeries (Wheeler)

MR. FOOTE’S PORTRAIT
B y A M E Y .

Cabinet Size. One Shilling.
Post free, carefully packed, Is. Id.

IMPERIAL SIZE. VERY FINE.
THREE SHILLINGS.

Post free, Ss. 2d.

IS SOCIALISM SOUND?
Verbatim, Report of Four Nights' Delate 

between
ANNIE BESANT

AND
G. W. FOOTE.

P R IC E  ONE SH ILLIN G . 
Superior Edition, in Cloth, Two Shillings.

A L i e  in  F i v e  C h a p t e r s  
TTTE REV. HUGH PRICE HUGHES’S

CONVERTED ATHEIST
By G. W. FOOTE

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire 
to sea this pious fraud exposed as widely as 

Price Id] possible. [Price Id

B I B L E  H E R O E S
SEO°ND SERIES 

COMPLETING THE WORK.
In  Elegant Wrapper.

Price Is. Price Is.

Is the Bible Inspired?
A  Criticism o f “  Lux Mundi ”

By G. W. FOOTE.
Reprinted, with large additions, from the 

“ Freethinker.”
Price Id. 16pp, small clear type. Price Id.

Marriage and Divorce
A n A g n o s t ic ’s V i e w .

By  COL. R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price Twopence.

The Impossible Creed.
An Open Letter to tte 

BISHOP OF PE ElitiOUOUH.
By O. W. FOOTE.

Price Twopence. Pri<* Twopence.

A Glee Class for Freethinkers.
MR. a . GUEST, of Milner Lodge, Upper Street, 

Islington, will be glad to receive the names of 
any who would like to join a Class under his super
intendence for the Practice of Part Singing, with 
some Induction in Singing from Masic. The class 
wi 1 meet probably in Kentish Town, and the fee for 
10 class leseons will be about 3s. Performances in
fublic will bt kept In view as an object of the class, 

t is dfKired to commence at once, and all who can 
sing, whether M-mbexs of the N. S. S. or otherwise, 
are welcome. I

POPULATION LIMITATION.—Piactical instruc- 
J* tions. Ailbutt, Besant, Owen, Knowlton ; 7d. 
2Hcb; lists Id. ; all post free. F ishes, Koburg, Leeds.

S A T I R E S  
AND PROFANITIES

By JAMES THOMSON (B.V.)
Author of “  The City of Dreadful Night.”

New Edition.
Contents—The Story of a Famous Old 
Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son & Co)—The 
Devil in the Church of Englaud—Religion 
in the Rocky Mountains—Christmas Eve 
in the Upper Circles—A Commission of 
Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on 
Monarchy— The One Thing Needful—The 
Athanasian Creed.

PRICE ONE SHILLING.----- o------
“  It cannot be neglected by any who are 

interested in one of the most pathetic per. 
sonages of our time.” —Academy.

“  As clever as they are often profane."— 
Christian World.

“ Well worth preserving.”— Weekly Dis
patch.

“  Reminds one of the genius of Swift.” —
Oldham Chronicle.

STANTON, the People’ s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo
site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 

2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hours 
when required, repairiog or alterations In two hours. 
If you pay more than the above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18c. 
gold I5s.; stopping, 2s. 6d. extraction, Is. painless 
by gas,5s.

HARTNOLL,
E n g l is h  an d  F o r e ig n  C h e m is t , 1 

1 a  P IC C A D ILLY
(Under the London Pavilion Music Hall), 

LONDON, W.
Hartnoll’s Specialities, Appliances and 

Medicated Preparations are 
world-renowned.

Spiral, Douche and Latest Improved Syringes. 
Established oyeb 50 years.

GRATIS.
AN ILLUSTRATED 16-PAOE PAMPHLET, contain 
Ing extracts from the utterances of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Bishop of Manchester; the Revs, 
T. R. Malthus, A. E. Whatham, M. J. Savage, 
Leonard Dawson, — Lawton. H. R. Ilawels; the fol
lowing Doctors •—Allbutt, Allinson, Armstrong, 
Drysdale, PyeChavasse, E. B. Foote, Nicholls, Wilder, 
Raciborskl, Napheys and Roamy. Also Plato, Aris
totle, Sismondi, Huxley, Mill, and numerous others. 
Should be read by every married and marriageable 
person. Sent on rocoiptof stamped addrossed envelope 
by J. R. HOLMES, llanney, Wantage, Berks. 

TESTIMONIALS ( Extracts from).
“  The one you sent me some months since Is

Quite Worn Out
with being lent to so many friends.”

“  Some of us have paid live shillings for less than 
one-tenth of the information.*’

NOTICE.—The above Pamphlet Is out of print. 
A new one of 104 pages, with portrait and auto
graph, is in the press and will be ready in a few 
weeks. A copy sent when ready for two penny (or 
four halfpenny) stamps.

W . J. Rendell’s
“W IFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” 
and “  Wife’s Hand Book.”  Made solely by 
J. P u l l e n , 15 Chadwell Street Clerken- 
well, and supplied per post, 2s. dozen. For 
particulars of this Malthusian discovery 
send stamped envelope. Higuinson’.i 
Syringe, with vertical and reverse cur
rent, 3s. 6d. and 4 . 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s 
Powder, Is 2d. Quinine Compound, 
Is. 2d. All other Malthusian Appli
ances. All prices post free.

TI1E

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz . post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directed 
envelope to

4. iviOSS, 36 Upper Pirk Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

TTTANTED, for town in Lancashire, a thorough 
’ ’  General Servant; one who can wash and iron t 

email family. Apply No. 3, Office of *‘ Freethinker,” 
2S Stonecutter btreet, E.C.

S P E C I A L  L E C T U R E S
BY

C.  W.  F O O T E
AT THE

LONDON HALL OF SCIENCE
ON

Sundays, October 12, 19 and 26. 
Subjects :

Oct. 12— Where is the Devil ?
„  19—Mistakes o f Jesus.
„  26—The Puzzle of the Trinity.

Seats 3d , 6d. and I s.
Doors open at 6.30. Commence at 7.

“ The Bible and Evolution.”
By Arthur 13. Moss.

Handsomely bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. 
i The “  Freethinker ”  says: “ It is by far the best 

production of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we oeartily recoin* 
mend it as an excellent text book on the subject. 
The matter is good and the styl^ is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy flowing stroam of 
science, history, ethics and common sense.”

By same Author.
“ Lectures and Essays.”

With Biographical Sketch. Price Is.
The “  Yorkshire Chronic’ e ” says : “ Mr Moss, a9 

a'controversial essayist and student of science and 
philosophy, is gaining distinction. His essays are 
not unworthy of the scientific student, though 
a ritten for the uninitiated.”

M E D IC A L  ESSAYS. Vol.I.
By Dr. T. R. ALLINSON,

4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London,W 
Of the Author, for P stal O/ch-rfor Is 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy* 
Health ; Longevity; The Teeth • Brown Bread; Bread 
Making; Food; Veg tarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing? 
Light; Holidays; Ac. Also the cause and cure o' 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness • Coughs and Cold®* 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, <fcc.

M E D IC A L  ESSAYS. V ot II.
Of th Author, for Postal Order for  1$. 2d. .

Containing Articles on : The Healing Power Oi 
Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health : Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as UumftB 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Teft 
Delusion; Balt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking* 
The Hair and its Msnagement; Sleep and Sleepless
ness ; Want of Energy, &c.; Health Hints for Workers* 
for Shop Assistants, and for Borvants; Advice for the 
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of 
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Di
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, <tc.

M E D IC A L  ESSAYS- Vol. in.
Post free  Jrom the A uthor fo r  postal order for Is.

It contains Articles on Health and Wealth; No 
More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air» 
and How to Get It; The Munagement of Young 
Children; Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fast
ing ; Perfect Foods; Gremi Foods, Suppers; Un
suspected Domes ic Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration? 
Sea Bathing, &c. HOW—to Eat Properly; to Ea* 
Fruit; to Judge Wliolem«nl Bread ; to Breathe 
Properly; to Grow Tall; to Keep Warm; I Live: to 
Live 100 Years; to Improve the Memory, and to 
become Beautiful and Attractive. On the Cause «nd 
Cure of the following Diseases j Stomach Trouble9» 
Flatulence, Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils ana 
Carbuncles, Sebaceous 'I umor! or Wens.
Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, and on the Vier 
eases Produced by taking Mercury.

No House is Complete without these Works* . 
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state whic 

Volume you require.
On, THE

DISEASE.
Everybody likes it who reads It.

Of the Author, for Postal.order lor 1«. Id.
R H E U M A T IS M :  ITS  C A U S E  AND CURE

Post free seven ft amps.
PAMPHLEtS FÜR YOUNG MEN-

Post free. 13 stamps.

SOCIALIST PUBLICATIONS
“ COMMONWEAL.” Organ of .

the Socialist League. Weekly .............
Works by William Morris. ,

MONOPOLY: or. How Labor I* Bobbed -  „ \
TRUE AND FALSE SO C IE TY ...........  -  ,  0
A DBEAM OF JOHN BALL. P aper............. :  c

l ......................................................  "• <i 1
TABLES TURNED. An Interlude ...
SOME ACCOUNT OP THE COMMUNE OF

PARIS. W. Morris and E. B. Bax .........
MENv. MACHINERY T. Shore ... „  
SOLIDARITY OF LABOR. Uurtoon on F ne

Paper. W. Crane ....................... •“
SPEECHES OF THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. 

Published by Revolutionary Societies or

To be had at Office of'the “  Common weal; 
Great Queen Street, Lincoln s Inn jjieldn, vv.w« 
28 Stonecutter Street, E.O.

0 2 
0 2

2< 
’ and

X-POSTMAN (N.S.S.) aqed 20 “ ‘ lvo and «» »n *  ’ 
eeeke Employment a. Store 

»ctric Bell Fixer, or in an? capacity; m°u 
ges. H., 4 Charlton Place, N.

;nted and Published br G. W . Foote, r'.2s;Btonr- 
Iter Street Farri'J5„oii Street, London, F*u *


