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IS  TH E B IB LE  IN S P IR E D ?
(A  Revieiu o f  “  L u x Mundi.’ ’)

( c o n t in u e d .)

B u t  before we deal with Mr. Gore’s views on 
Inspiration, it may be worth while to notice his 
attitude towards Scepticism. Mr. Gore is too intelli­
gent and well-inform ed to echo the old nonsense 
about sceptics being wicked, nor will he so much as 
countenance the ineptitude of quoting the Psalmist 
who remarked that “  The fool hath said in his heart 
there is no God.”  The object o f this plausible H igh 
Churchman is inconsistent with discourtesy. He 
desires to keep the sceptically inclined within the 
Church, and he knows that his purpose would only be 
defeated by sneers and jibes at those who have 
followed their intellects to “  the bitter end.”  Indeed, 
to do the Lux Mundi writers the barest justice, it 
must be admitted that their tone is unexceptionable. 
W hatever m aybe thought o f their arguments, no one 
can deny their urbanity. Mr. Gore writes like a 
gentleman, even when ho pointedly addresses the 
unbeliever.

“  If any man comes to us and says that he has studied and 
assimilated the Christian Creed with all the care and reverence 
in his ability, and has rejf'cted it because ho finds it irrational 
and.false, we cannot complain of him. We cannot ask him to 
accept it though he thinks it false. Wo do not at all complain 
of his having inquired and thought freely—only wo venture to 
assure him, with a confidence that can hardly fail to bo irrita­
ting, because it is confident, that he has thought not only freely, 
but erroneously.”

Mr. Gore further declares it to be “  the test o f  the 
Church’ s legitimate tenure that she can encourage 
freo inquiry into her title-deeds.”  He remarks o f the 
Church that “  It is her note to be tolerant, morally 
and theologically. She is the mother, not the 
magistrate.”  This is a view which is not justifiable 
hy an appeal to history. W o oppugn it with “ a con ­
fidence”  no less “  confident ”  than Mr. Gore’s. But 
Wo cordially acknowledge that tolerance is a “  note ”  
of Mr. G ore ’s spirit, and we venture to express a hope 
that he will g ive effect to his sentiments by assisting 
to repoal the Blasphemy Laws.

N ow  for Mr. Gore’ s theory o f Inspiration. A p ­
parently ho holds that, in some degree, everything is 
inspired, all life being animated by “  tho breath o f 
God.”  But man has a peculiar sharo o f this influence. 
“  A  special in-breathing o f  tho Divine Spirit gave to 
man his proper being.”  A s  the footnote shows, this 
m an allusion to the verse in Genosis, where God 
breathes into Adam “  the breath o f life,”  so that he 
becomes “  a living soul.”  But surely Mr. Gore is 
aWaro that the same operation was performed on the 
lower animals. A ccord ing to the Jewish scriptures, 
[ho breath o f  life was precisely the same in animals as

men, and there is absolutely no contradiction 
between tho second o f Genesis and the third o f 
Ecclesiastes.

Presuming man, however, to bo in some special 
sense animated by the breath o f God, how is it that
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he advances so crookedly ? How is it that he is so 
capable not only o f  folly, but o f  sin? Mr. Gore’s 
answer is that man is endowed with free will. H is 
spirit must co-operate with G od ’s before any good 
can result. The H oly Spirit guides, but cannot 
control him. Such a theory is to our minds a very 
grotesque puzzle, for i f  all the spirit man has is an 
emanation from God, tho spirit within him and the 
H oly Spirit outside him are really one and the same. 
Nor is a divided responsibility any more conceivable 
than a divided operation. To speak o f man as con­
stantly “  baffling ”  G od  is a poor com plim ent to 
Omnipotence ; and to ascribe all the good that man 
does to the influence o f the Holy Spirit, and all the 
evil to the independent action o f his own “ cussedness”  
is a poor com pliment to a man. Logically, Mr. Gore 
has no possible escape from the doctrine o f an eter- 
active Devil. Pushed to its legitimate end, his theory 
arrives at Martin Luther’s position that man is like a 
poor jackass, whom God and the Devil contend f o r ; 
when God mounts him he runs towards Heaven, when 
the D evil mounts him he runs towards Hell, he him­
self being without any choice in tho matter.

God is apparently to be very much pitied. He 
created man for loyal followship with himself— at the 
moment, wo suppose, when the anthropoid got down 
from the trees, and began to use his feet for regular 
walking. But man— through that “  pure cussedness”  
which God did not foresee— always in the main chose 
rebellion. So the H oly  Spirit “  evor baffled in tho 
mass,”  fell back upon a remnant, the “  elect.”  
“  Rejected in the world,”  Mr. Gore says, “  he secures 
for himself a sphere o f operations in the Jews.”  But 
even by tho Jews he was perpetually “  baffled.”  So 
he fell back again upon a remnant o f tho remnant, 
the elect o f the elect. These were the prophets o f 
Israel, whose “  inspiration ”  is preserved in the Old 
Testament. Finally tho Holy Spirit found in Christ—  
who, be it remembered, was really him self— a speci­
men o f perfect and com plete humanity, in “ ungrudg­
ing and unimpaired obedience to the movem ent o f 
the D ivine Spirit.”

Now from the call o f  Abraham to tho birth o f 
Christ is nearly two thousand years. During the 
whole o f  that period God was preparing the Jews 
for the advent of the R edeem er; and so beautifully 
did ho prepare them, that when the Redeem er came 
thoy crucified him between two thieves. No wonder 
that Mr. Gore lays stress upon “  the gradualness o f  
the Spirit’s method.”  No wonder, also, that he is 
obliged to find som ething by which to retrieve the 
character of tho H oly Spirit. I f  all the world was 
neglected, or set aside as hopeless for two thousand 
years ; if, during the whole o f that time the H oly 
Spirit concentrated its energies upon the Jew s; and 
if, at tho finish, tho result was so ignom inious; this 
H oly  Spirit must be far more incapable than the 
secular sages and teaches o f  mankind, who have 
wrought infinitely more brilliant effects. H ow  is this 
to be explained ? M r. Gore resorts to a theory which 
is by no means novel. It  has been affected by 
eminent Catholic theologians, and it was adopted by
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one o f the chief writes in Essays and Reviews. W e  
will g ive it in Mr. Gore’s own words.

“ Every race lias its special vocation, and we recognise in 
the great writers of each race the interpreters of that vocation. 
They are specially gifted individuals, but not merely indi­
viduals. The race speaks in them: Eome is interpreted by 
Virgil, and Greece by AEschylus or. Plato. Now every believer 
in God must see in these special missions of races, a divine 
inspiration. I f we once get down to the bottom of human life, 
below its pride, its wilfulness, its pretentiousness, down to its 
essence, we get to God and to a movement of his spirit. Thus 
every race has its inspiration and its prophets.”

Now if  this view o f Inspiration he correct the 
B ible will have to relinquish its special claims. It 
w ill have to stand, not apart from , but amidst the 
w orld ’s literature. Moses (not that he really wrote 
anything) will stand with Homer, Isaiah with 
Sophocles, Jesus with Buddha, and Paul with 
Seneca or Epictetus. But is not this fatal ? 
Does not the general “  inspiration ”  o f  genius 
practically destroy the particular “  inspiration”  o f 
any single writer? Is it not the same thing, in fact, 
as leaving us to our own judgm ent? A nd if  all 
genius is inspired, then clearly the English people 
may set aside the Jew B ook. They have a vaster, 
nohler treasure-house o f thought and sentiment in 
Shakespeare. In the m ighty dramatist, according to 
M r. Gore’s theory, we are to recognise an English 
“  revelation.”  V ery well then. W e  reject the 
supernatural idea, but we welcom e the exchange. 
Let the B ible be closed, and let us open Shakes­
peare. But no. Mr. Gore does not mean that. 
W hat then does he mean ? In reality nothing at all 
o f  what he says. The Bible is still the Revelation. 
The “ inspiration”  o f  other races than the Jews was 
for them only, after a l l ; and so, at the end o f the 
argument, the great Protestant fetish is left fixed 
upon its towering pedestal, with the old word hung 
out in front o f  it, “  Thou shalt have none other gods 
but m e.”  G. W . FO O TE .

(To le concluded.)

TH E  T R IA L  A N D  E X E C U TIO N  OF 
JE S U S  C H R IST .

I p I  should write with a levity ill befitting a story o f  
human suffering, let no reader think I  would jeer at 
any real human tragedy. I  hold, not as any outward 
profession o f  faith, but in my heart o f ' hearts the 
sentiment o f  the Pagan poet— Homo, sum, nihil 
humani a me alienum puto. Educated in the orthodox 
faith, reverence and sympathy for a man Jesus long 
outlasted belief in his Godhead. Further investiga­
tion, however, showed me how little there was that 
was historical, how much mythical in the gospel 
stories, and now in regard to the incidents with 
which I am dealing, I  consider that they are as much 
works of fiction as those o f the Arabian Nights. Let 
the reader examine and compare the narratives for 
himself, and i f  possible obtain tho opinion o f  an 
educated Jew.

A ll the first three gospels speak o f  the last supper 
as tho passover. It  was the first day o f unleavened 
bread * (Matt, xxv i., 1 7 ; Mark x iv ., 12 ; Luke xxii., 
7 ). Jesus calls the meal the passover (Luke xxii., 
15-16.) The apprehension, trial and execution all 
took place on the follow ing day. Now did this ever 
occur ? I f  we read o f some one being executed on 
Good Friday or Christmas D ay, we should at least 
inquire narrowly into the circumstances. The day 
was required to be observed as a Sabbath day and 
even more solemnly as a day o f H oly  Convocation 
(Exod. x ii., 16 ; Levit, xxiii., 7 -8 ; Numb, xxviii., 
18 ; Dent, xv i., 8.) By Jewish law it was forbidden 
to administor judgm ent on a high feast or holy day 
[Youn. T ob . v ., 2] and the Mishna distinctly forbids

* Josephus also calls the 14th of Nisan the first day of 
unleavened bread [ Wars v., 31.]

that a capital offender shall be examined in the night 
or on the day before the Sabbath or any feast-day.

Rabbi W ise says (Martyrdom o f  Jesus o f Nazareth, 
p. 66) -. “  The whole trial from the beginning to the 
end is contrary to Jewish law and custom as in force 
in the time o f Jesus. No court o f justice with 
jurisdiction in penal cases could or ever did hold its 
session in the place o f the h igh priest. . . . N o 
court o f  justice in Israel was permitted to open its 
sessions at night, and in cases o f capital crimes n o  
session could be extended after the evening hour 
(Mishnah Sanhedrin iv ., 1 .)”

Rabbi W ise further points out that no court o f  
justice could commence a trial on a Friday or the 
day previous to a holy day, because itjwas not lawful 
to adjourn such cases longer than over night or to  
continue them on the Sabbath or holiday.

A ccord ing to John— who wrote letters and perhaps 
had heard objection against the monstrous incredi­
bility o f  this story— Jesus ate no paschal meal, did 
not live to see that feast, was arrested the evening 
before passover, and crucified before the feast opened. 
I f  John’ s date is true, that o f the Synoptics is not, or 
vice versa. Both cannot be true, but both may b e  
false. A nd that they are so is evident from this, that 
the supper with its long discourses, the adjournment 
to Gethsemane, the sleep o f disciples, the betrayal by 
Judas and capture at the Mount o f Olives, the 
examination first before Annas* and then Caiaphas 
and all the chief priests, elders, and scribes, the 
witnesses sought for, found and exam ined; the 
examination before Pilate, tho remittance to Herod 
o f Galilee, tho taking back to Pilate, the release of 
Barabbas, and the crucifixion at Golgotha are all 
crowded into the space o f  one night and the follow ing 
morning.

A ccord ing to Mark (xv., 25) ho was crucified at 
the third hour, i.e., 9 a.m., Annas, Caiaphas, all the 
chief priests, scribes and elders, false witnesses, 
guards, Pilate, Pilate’ s wife, H erod o f Galileo and the 
soldiers must have had a busy night. John saw 
something was wrong, and as he differs from the 
Synoptics as to the day, so also as to tho hour. H e  
says (xix., 14) it was about tho sixth hour— i.e., noon 
— when he was condemned. But perhaps Jesus was 
crucified at nine a.m., and then put up again in the 
afternoon.

Look  briefly at tho details. A  person seated at a 
supper table offers bread and wine as his own flesh 
and blood. God prays to God that his cup may pass 
from him, is betrayed by ono disciple and deserted by 
all tho rest, who had not only seen his miracles bub 
were endowed with power to work miracles them­
selves. Though nono o f them aro said to have been 
present, they report proceedings before various courts, 
accuse tho Jewish judges o f suborning false witnesses, 
and o f spitting on a defenceless prisoner. They 
make a Roman governor not know his own jurisdiction, 
and execute ignom iniously a man in whom ho found 
no fault, in obedience to the clamors o f a m ob, and 
then use a Jowish sym bol, washing his hands, to 
repudiate tho responsibility o f  his own act. The sun 
is darkened for three hours, tho veil o f tho temple is 
rent, tho dead rise from their graves and g o  into tho 
city, yet tho Jews calm ly ask Pilate that tho legs o f 
the crucified man may be broken, and, when angels 
roll away tho stone o f his sepulchre, invent a story 
that Roman soldiers slept at their watch ! Tho whole* 
narrative has fiction written on its face.

Jewish judges never did try a prisoner at night» 
spit on him, buffet and strike him. N o R om a» 
governor, in obedience to a clam oring crowd and *»

* In Acta iv. 6, Annas is called high priest, but there was no 
Annas high priest till 48 A.n (Josephus, Ant. xx,, 5, 2). Luke in-»
2, speaks of Annas and Caiaphas as both being high priests evi­
dently unaware there could not be two high priests; while John 
says “ Caiaphas” was high priest that year (xviii., 13),apparently 
under the impression that the office was for one year only» 
whereas it was for life.
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violence to his expressed conviction that he found no 
offence with the man, ever handed him over, not only 
to be crucified with thieves, but scourged (Matthew 
xxvii., 26), which was not demanded by the mob. 
History has no precedent and no parallel. Rabbi 
W ise says (p. 77) : “ Not one point in the whole trial 
agrees with Jewish law and custom. It is impossible 
to save it. It  must be given up as a transparent and 
unskilled invention of a Gentile Christian, o f the 
second century, who knew nothing o f Jewish law and 
•custom, and was ignorant o f  the state o f civilisation 
in Palestine in the time o f Jesus.”

Some points may be explained. The Hebrews in 
the second century expected the Redeemer to come 
on Passover, the time o f  Israel’ s redemption from 
Egypt. Hence “  Christ our Passover,”  “  The Lamb 
of God,”  was made to accomplish the redemption on 
the day when the lamb was slaughtered, although 
that day never fell on a Friday. Again, according 
to Hebrew tradition [see W ise op. cit., p. 114], the 
revelation on Sinai took place on Friday between 
twelve and three. So Calvary was, by tradition, 
made into a mount, and Zech. xiv., Ps. xxii., xlix., 
and Is. liii. used to embellish the scene.

The Mithraic rite o f the Eucharist was a substitu­
tion for the Passover, and consequently the L ord ’s 
supper was said to be instituted at the time o f the 
feast o f unleavened bread. As to the crucifixion 
itself, it is certain the Jewish punishment for blas­
phemy was by stoning and hanging. (Peter said 
Jesus was hung : A cts v., 3 0 ; x ., 3 9 ; x iii., 29.) 
Rabbi W ise suggests that the popular sympathy felt 
for Antigonus, the last o f the Maccabees, who was 
whipped, crucified, and then had his throat cut 
[b.c. 37], may have been the origin o f the Christian 
story o f a crucified k ing o f the Jews, which there is 
no evidence o f being in existence until after the 
destruction o f  Jerusalem. J. M. W heeler.

C H R IS T IA N IT Y  A N D  C IV IL IS A T IO N .

W iiat is Christianity ? A  thousand different answers 
are given by a thousand different persons “  who 
profess and call themselves Christians.”  Y et Chris­
tianity is old enough to be a definite belief. Now as 
it cannot bo expected that wo should accept every 
definition given by a believer, our best plan is to take 
such definitions as are given by representatives o f 
tho various Christian Churches or sects, and see how 
far Christianity has promoted or fostered those 
principles and actions o f mankind which result in 
what we call civilisation.

The Catholic defines Christianity to mean faith in 
an infallible Church with Christ as tho spiritual and 
the Pope as the temporal head, bolief in Christ as 
tho Savior o f  mankind, and the priest as tho repre­
sentative o f God on earth. Tho Protestant takes tho 
Bible as G od ’s revelation to mankind, and alleges 
that it contains within its pages all that is necossary 
for tho salvation o f  mankind in this world and another 
that is to bo hereafter. Dissenting bodies o f Chris­
tians believe tho same, but insist that Christianity 
tneans not only belief In  the Old and New Testa­
ments, but especially tho manifestation o f such bolief 
by acting up to tho rules o f  conduct as laid down by 
Christ. So that wo may take it that, in the most 
liberal interpretation wo are capable o f putting upon 
It, Christianity implies— first, a belief in God as the 
Author o f the Bible, which contains a revelation to 
Mankind ; secondly, belief in Christ as in some special 
6enso tho Savior o f  mankind ; and thirdly, belief that 
conduct based upon the teachings o f Christ is calcu­
lated to promote tho highest possible happiness for 
tho individual and for tho race.

The next point for consideration is, W hat is the 
Cleaning o f civilisation ? Undoubtedly this is a hard 
•term to define. Emerson puts it admirably when he 
6aj s : “  A  certain degree o f progress from the rudest

state in which man is found— a dweller in caves, or 
on trees, like an ape— a cannibal and eater o f pounded 
snails, worms and offal— a certain degree o f  progress 
from this extreme is called civilisation. It is a vague, 
com plex name o f many degrees. N obody has 
attempted a definition. M . Guizot, w riting a book  
on the subject, does not. It  implies the evolution o f  
a highly-organised man, brought to supreme delicacy 
o f sentiment as in practical power, religion, liberty, 
sense o f honor, and taste. In the hesitation to define 
what it is we usually suggest it by negations. A  
nation that has no clothing, no iron, no alphabet, no 
marriage, no arts o f peace, no abstract thought, we 
call barbarous. A nd after many arts are invented 
and imported, as among the Turks and Moorish 
nations, it is often a little complaisant to call them 
civilised.”

Civilisation, then, means growth— intellectually 
and morally— and in action it means the developm ent 
o f  the arts and sciences and their application to the 
concerns o f  daily life. Now i f  God gave man a 
revelation that was to be sufficient for this life, surely 
he would have given such instructions as would have 
enabled man to readily acquire know ledge o f  natural 
phenomena, and by  the application o f  such knowledge 
make steady but certain progress. As a matter o f 
fact, however, if  the B ible be true, God only revealed 
him self to a limited section o f mankind and left the 
rest to struggle and shift for themselves.

It  has been satisfactorily demonstrated that all 
human beings were once in a state o f  barbarism. 
W hat, then, caused the first steps to be taken in the 
road o f civilisation ? Necessity— stern necessity—  
the struggle for existence. The first tribe o f savages 
that made a fire and kept themselves warm while the 
wild animals about them perished with cold took a 
decided step onwards. God did not teach the savage 
this. The next great step was language— articulate 
speech. God left the savage to construct his own 
speech. Every nation has had to make its own 
language. The revelation from heaven was not 
vouchsafed until men had learnt the most difficult o f 
all arts— the art o f speech. Then men are still 
savages, and one set o f savages or semi-savages 
conquers another and makes them slaves. The divine 
revelation endorses their action, tells them to make 
slaves o f the heathen round about them, instead o f  
saying that slavery was opposed to G od ’s will, and 
subversive o f all progress, social or moral. The 
population o f the earth grows. The people are 
brought more and more in contact. Then warfare 
becom es more general.

Now in so far as warfaro has promoted civilisa­
tion— and there can be little doubt that the lower 
forms o f civilisation were promoted by this means—  
believers can take a fair measure o f  credit for tho 
assistance rendered by tho teachings o f tho Bible in 
causing and prom oting aggressive warfare, in various 
parts o f tho earth. A nd even to-day Christians can 
claim that the merciless onslaught on tho Egyptians 
a few years ago,w ho were according to Mr. Gladstone 
“  rightly struggling to be free,”  had the sanction and 
approval o f the chosen representatives o f the Church 
— viz., the B ishops; while Freethinkers of all shades 
o f belief— Positivists, A gnostics, Atheists— made an 
unanimous protest against such injustice.

O f course it would bo absurd to say that Christians 
have been opposed to every form of progress. There 
aro a multitude o f  actions that every rational human 
being can heartily support in every nation o f the 
earth— actions that have aided very considerably the 
progress o f mankind. No class o f men would be 
against agriculture as a means o f augmenting the 
food supply o f tho people. Y et agriculture pursued 
as a livelihood has tended groatly towards civilisa­
tion wherever adopted.

Building houses too' is a most civilising agency—■ 
Y et all peoples, without regard to religious belief—



328 The Freethinker. [July 13, 1890.

have built houses to meet the needs o f  an increas­
ing population. Those are not the things, however, 
by which to test the disposition o f  a people to 
advance. W hat is the test ? The Christian main­
tains that the practice o f  his religion has promoted 
civilisation. I f  however he means the practice o f 
such teachings o f  Jesus as “  Take no thought for the 
morrow,”  “  resist not e v i l / ’ “  Lay not up treasures 
on earth,”  etc., and other such doctrines from the 
“  Sermon on the M ount,”  I  deny i t ; I  think that 
tho very opposite is the truth. I  am willing to 
admit that many persons who call themselves 
Christians are not opposed to many civilised agencies 
at work to-day. No Christian is against the print­
in g  press to-day. But history shows that tho 
Christian Church was opposed to it in times past. 
Indeed it is opposed even in this advanced age o f 
tho world’s progress to the circulation o f heretical 
books— especially cheap works circulated to disturb 
the minds o f believers.

Many Christians are not opposed to the teaching 
o f the physical sciences— provide their application 
to modern thought and the teachings o f the Bible 
forms no part o f  the study. N ext to the printing 
press the steam-engine has been a great civilising 
power. It carries intelligence as well as food where- 
ever it goes. Then telegraphy— by this means in­
telligence is transmitted from ono part o f the globe 
to another at lightening speed. Then the penny post. 
This is a wonderful agency for prom oting progress.

But what has Christianity to do with these things ? 
N othing whatever. I f  Christianity had never been 
heard of, such things would have played as important 
a part in the world’s history as they do now. They 
are the necessities o f  the age, they satisfy a want, and 
they are always tho result o f  secular effort. And 
though Christianity may in some small way have 
prom oted civilisation— in the same way as any other 
great religion may have done— I think we may fairly 
conclude that Necessity— the desires and wants o f 
the people, have promoted civilisation in all European 
nations, apart altogether from creeds, whether Chris­
tian or otherwise. Necessity was always the mother 
o f  invention, and therefore necessity may be truly 
said to bo the one fruitful source o f our civilisation.

A r t h u r  B . M oss.

LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION.

Council Meeting held at Hall of Science, July 3. Mr. G. 
Standring in the chair.— The Secretary read a letter from the 
President, Mr. G. W. Foote, explaining his and Mr. J. M. 
Wheeler’s absence, and mentioning that at the next meeting 
he would propose some plans for an active winter campaign, 
to commence in September. Tho minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and signed. A deficit on course of free 
lectures at Milton Hall was ordered to bo discharged. 
Applications for grants in aid of out-door propaganda were 
referred to the Open-Air Committee. Mr. Turner (East 
London) moved, and Mr. V. Roger (Westminster) seconded, 
“  That the editors of the National Reformer and Freethinker 
be ashed to insert official reports of the proceedings of the 
Council of tho L. S. F.”  ; carried. Mr. Courtney reported 
that the course of free lectures given under the auspices o 
the Federation at Hammersmith had been very successful, and 
the work was to be continued by open-air lectures at Ham­
mersmith Bridge. Mr. Standring mentioned a report of 
these lectures which had appeared in the Church Reformer, 
and to which he had replied. The lecture list for August 
was ordered to be printed. Mr, Enderby introduced the 
matter of disturbances at Freethought lectures in Finsbury 
Park, and after somo discussion the subject was deferred, it 
being understood, however, that a committee of the N. S. S. 
had been appointed to inquire into the matter. The treasurer, 
Mr. R. 0. Smith, made a satisfactory financial statement. 
A  motion “  That the Federation consider the advisibility of 
conducting science classes during tho coming session,”  was 
met with some opposition and was not put to the vote. The 
Council then adjourned till the first Thursday in August.

Edmund Pownceby.

A C I D  D R O P S .
During his “  Darkest Africa ”  travels Stanley met with 

some curious specimens of the Genus Homo. Many of the 
dwarfs had “ small, cunning, monkey eyes, close and deeply 
set.”  One “ monkey-eyed woman had a remarkable pair of 
mischievous orbs, protruding lips overhanging her chin, a 
prominent abdomen, narrow, flat chest, sloping shoulders, 
long arms, feet turned greatly inwards, and very short 
lower legs, as being fitly characteristic of the link long 
sought between the average modern humanity and its 
Darwinian progenitors.” Such an interesting specimen of 
the human race, which is of course made in the image of 
God, would be very serviceable in England. It might be 
taken round to point a sermon in every English town on tho 
holy anthropology of Genesis.

On the other hand some of the superior African breeds 
were, if anything, rather more moral than Christians. One 
of Stanley’s officers, being seized with a vertigo, reclined 
and sank in the grass, where he was left, his comrades not 
noticing the incident. Presently there came up a native 
warrior, armed with spear, bow and arrows. Did he kill 
or rob the stranger ? Not he. n e  went off and returned 
in half an hour with a large gourd filled with fresh, cool 
milk. This revived the officer, and he marched forward to 
join his party. That poor savage never heard the story of 
the good Samaritan. He did not want Jesus Christ to tell 
him to help a fellow man in distress.

Stanley is rather wild with Emin because he didn’t want 
to be rescued, and wouldn’t come to Europe, and wouldn’t 
be lionised, and wouldn’t eat public dinners and exhibit him­
self for a big figure on lecture platforms. “ His love of 
science,”  Stanley says, “  borders on fanaticism. I have 
attempted to discover during our daily chats whether he was 
Christian or Moslem, Jew or Pagan, and 1 rather suspect 
that he is nothing more than a Materialist.”  Poor Emin I 
This is his last sin in the eyes of pious Henry Stanley. 
Still, having Stanley’s opinion of Emin’s materialism, we 
should like to have Emin’s opinion of Stanley’s religion. 
Some day or other, perhaps, it will leak out, and the not- 
too-modest Christian may then spend a bad quarter of an 
hour. ____

The Bishop of St. Asaph was badly reported. Addressing" 
his old parishioners at Carmarthen, he referred to “  his 
younger and rasher days,” and the papers turned it into his 
“  younger and masher days.”

Resurrection is a Christian doctrine, but it does not get 
much recognition in the law courts, although “  Christianity 
is part and parcel of the law of the land.” A  will case» 
was heard in the Court of Queen’s Bench the other day, and 
it was stated that the ghost of the testator had recently 
visited a sexton and expressed disapproval of the disposal 
of the property. Lord Justice Bowen facetiously asked if 
the ghost was to bo summoned as a witness. Of course it 
would be difficult to subpoena tho ghost, but it might turn 
up in court of its own accord, and furnish somo good copy 
for the morning papers. ____

Deibler, the French executioner, is perhaps neither a 
scientist nor a metaphysician, but he has seen death in all 
its nakedness more than most people, and his opinion on the- 
subject is worth noting. After,the recent execution of 
Vodable, a most brutal murderer, Deibler talked to a couple 
of journalists. He maintained that the guillotine was the1 
most painless way of killing people. “ As to the notion of 
there being an after-life,” he added, “  I can only say that I 
have seen nearly three hundred heads fall under the knifor 
and I do not believe a word of it.”

The Ritualistic Church Times is not sanguine as to tho 
purport of the coming judgment of Archbishop Benson upon 
the Bishop of Lincoln’s case. It says : “  The authority by 
which the Archbishop sits in the court in which he is trying- 
the Bishop of Lincoln is either Papal or Erastian.”  This 
should show their mistake to those who fancied the A rch­
bishop’s authority would please all parties. The truth is the 
Ritualists will acknowledge no law that does not endorse 
their own proceedings. They know the judgment of the 
Archbishop will be an attempt to compromise between two
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parties, and hope, by showing themselves the most refrac- 
ory, to make the balance incline their way.

The Church Times makes a point against the Rock when 
it asks whether, in the event of the Bishop of Lincoln 
succeeding to the Archbishopric of Canterbury, the anti- 
Ritualists would accept him as the supreme and sole spiritual 
authority in the Province. Of course they would not. The 
Church of England is a house divided against itself, and it 
only contrives to stand because all parties are united on the 
one basis of preserving the loaves and fishes.

The Church Congress at Hull next October will be some­
thing like a clerical social science congress. To make their 
proceedings attractive they find they have to give the 
major portion of their time to secular subjects, such as the 
hours of labor and the housing of the poor.

Gambling is one of the subjects set down for the atten­
tion of the Black Congress. The utterances of the clergy 
on this topic usually show gross exaggeration. They forget 
that gambling, like every other vice, is sanctioned by scrip­
ture. Palestine was divided among the tribes by lot, and 
■a successor to Judas was chosen in the same way. They 
forget, too, the Church bazaar, raffles, lottery tickets and 
trickery for pious objects. Above all, they forget the 
gambling with truth and conscience for which their own 
•order is pre-eminently distinguished. No doubt we are in 
need of moral improvement in this as in other respects, but 
we doubt of its coming through these blind guides who 
■strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.

What with the police dilficulty, and that of the postmen, 
one would think the London papers were under no necessity 
of inventing big gooseberries and sea serpents. However, 
they are' printing (at least the Echo is) a prize cock-and-bull 
story about a young French miracle worker, who cures the 
sick by putting his feet against theirs and making mystic 
movements with his hands. Patients unable to walk are 
•carried to him on their beds, just as the sick were brought 
to Peter in the Acts of the Apostles. This wonderful 
Frenchman is only eighteen. What will he do by the time 
he is forty ? W e should say that ascending to heaven is 
the smallest feat that could be expected of him then.

A Church vicar taking a Wesleyan superintendent by the 
■collar is an edifying illustration of Christian charity. Such 
a scene was recently witnessed at Coatbam. The vicar 
insisted on reading the Church burial service over the corpse 
o f  a Wesleyan teacher, and when the Wesleyan superin­
tendent afterwards led the singing of a hymn, the irate 
representative of the established form of skyology collared 
him and ordered him to desist. According to the papers, 
what followed “  baffles description.”  Amen.

The founder of the Jezreelites, who was never to die, 
went the way of all flesh ; and his wife, who also was never 
to die, soon followed him. Since then poor Noah Drew, a 
Michigan farmer, whom they induced to sell his estate and 
give it all to Jezreel “  for the Lord,”  has also died, it is said 
•of a broken heart, and as the Jezreelites refused to bury 
him he was interred in a pauper’s grave.

A true epitaph, setting forth these facts, was drawn up 
for a tombstone subscribed for by some persons who pitied 
the fate of poor old Noah Drew. But the Chatham Burial 
Board would only sanction the first six lines, on the ground 
that the rest was “  controversial matter.” Perhaps they 
•did not like to sco the crimes of any Christian sect recorded 
so flagrantly. ____

Dean Plumptre has been defending the Mosaic authorship, 
■or at least the antiquity of Deuteronomy. What ho does is 
to point to certain customs which probably arose before the 
temple worship was established. But those who contend 
that the books ascribed to Moses were written nearly a 
thousand years after his date do not deny that they contain 
references to earlier institutions than those existing when 
they were written. What Dr. Plumptre has to do is to 
show that the elaborate tabernacle worship was set up in 
the wilderness, and that the laws concerning the same were 
not only given but recorded there. It is needless to say he 
does not attempt this.

Poor old Moses ! Even the Methodist Times is “  not con­
fident”  as to “ the harmony, between Geology and Genesis,” 
and “ looks with suspicion upon all such enterprises as poor 
Hugh Miller so chivalrously undertook and failed in.”

Dr. Bruce, the Scotch heretic who isn't turned out of the 
Church, has been holding forth on faith in Christ. He 
declares that the sceptic who does not bow to the yoke of 
Jesus has the lawless freedom of the wild colt. Perhaps 
so. But isn't that as good as the lawful servitude of the 
domestic jackass ? ____

Now for a sample of the yoke of Christ’s influence on the 
intellect. Dr. Bruce has just issued a new edition of his 
book, The Kingdom of God, one part of which deals with 
the now much-debated question of Inspiration. According 
to Dr. Bruce, “  the Evangelists have various degrees of 
exactness,” or, in other words, various degrees of inexact­
ness. He tells us that “  inspiration does not exclude the 
hypothesis that the Evangelists may in some instances have 
modified the form of our Lord’s words, for good and worthy 
reasons, such as a regard to the spiritual needs of their first 
readers.”

Could anything be more monstrous ? God Almighty— 
or at least a third part of him—comes to give a revelation 
to mankind. He “ inspires”  a number of gentlemen to 
report his words, and they, not thinking his words 
altogether what is required, report them with considerable 
improvements. What a compliment to God Almighty 1 
What a tribute to the “ inspiration ” of his reporters ! And 
what a puzzle to set ordinary people is this problem of 
finding out what God did say from a large mass of what 
he did not say! Freethinkers may well be proud of their 
wild freedom if this jugglery with reason is the moral 
result of bowing to the yoke of Christ.

The Church Times, in noticing Prof. Huxley’s Nineteenth 
Century article on “ The Lights of the Church and the 
Lights of Science,”  says “  he satisfies himself that the story 
of Noah’s flood is unhistorical. But he thinks that for some 
generations to come people will on the whole, continue to 
be irrationally convinced of tho truth of the Bible. And 
here at least we are glad to find ourselves in agreement 
with the Professor.” Just so. It is natural for the Church 
Times to rejoice in irrationality. The more irrational 
people are the more glad it would be.

The Rev. Charles Gore, of Lux Mundi notoriety, in advo­
cating Sisterhoods for India, said, “  We had alienated the 
sympathies of the Hindoos by treating him with an 
exclusiveness and contempt which the Pagan Komans could 
hardly have exceeded.”  No doubt this is true of Christians 
in India, and the statement shows what protestations of 
Christian brotherhood are really worth. If a Hindoo 
becomes a Mohammedan he is treated as a brother in Islam. 
If he becomes a Christian he is not one whit nearer a 
position of social equality than before.

Dr. MacRae and the Hawick Kirk are in arms against tho 
local mill-owners who kept their mills going on the last Fast 
Day. Tho men are to have another holiday, but this does 
not satisfy the religionists. It is not the men’s welfare or 
comfort they are anxious about, but the observation of'their 
special times for solemn foolery.

The Rev. B. Forster, of tho Willesborough School Board, 
is a facetious gentleman, though we suspect his humor is of 
tho order which is called unconscious. There was a row on 
the Board about the officious visits of the Rev. T. F. Dixon 
to the school, but the Church majority passed a resolution 
thanking him for “  tho valuable religious instruction he has 
so kindly given to the children.”  During the debate the 
Rev. B. Forster remarked that “  if any distinct doctrines 
were taught, children did not comprehend or understand 
them, and so no barm was done.”

Several instances of the disastrous results of superstition 
are given in Sir Alfred Lyall’s account of official Polytheism 
in China in the current number of the Nineteenth Century. 
The regard paid to the propitiation of spirits is a tax not 
only on private individuals, but on the Government. A 
memorial from the Governor of Formosa, recorded in tho 
Pekin Gazette describes an outburst of pestilenco in the
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island, where the savage tribes “  endeavored, according to 
their ordinary custom, to avert it by putting people to death.” 
The New Tf-stament notion that disease is the work of evil 
spirits has often led to such atrocities. In India, says Sir 
A. Lyall, “ a mysterious and apparently aimless murder may 
be occasionally explained as the fulfilment of a secret vow 
to one of the fiercer divinities.”  In China human beings 
were formerly sacrificed at the burial of great persons.

Sir A. Lyall says “  That the plain, unvarnished worship 
of ghosts, demons and animals may be traced upward to 
the higher forms of anthropomorphic religion, is a well- 
known and well-evidenced theory, supported by the survival 
in the later stages of some incongruous habit or function 
obviously belonging to the earlier conceptions.”  Some such 
survivals may even be traced in Christianity. Baptism, the 
sign of the cross, the consecration of burial grounds, and 
bell-ringing are all originally rites to ward off evil spirits.

Sir A. Lyall supports the idea that the gods of polytheism 
were deified men. This view, he says, is supported by 
direct observation in India, “  while in China it not only rests 
upon ample evidence, but is officially attested.”

Russia is quite the classic land of liberty. A  Lutheran 
pastor at Riga has been deprived of all civil rights and 
condemned to ten years’ exile for converting two or three 
members of the Oj thodox Greek Church to his own persua­
sion. To complete this noble act of justice it only remains 
to punish iu the same way the wicked persons who got 
converted. ____

The Rev. R . Higgins writes to the Morning Post, Alla­
habad, and declares that there is something rotten in the 
missionary system. Of the 2,000 delegates to the Indian 
Congress, he reckons that only 28 were Christians, and 
“  amongst these are included a proportion of natives who 
have found occupation by a change of religion.”  The mis­
sionaries have provided a large number of Hindus with a 
good education, but the Christianity that was mixed with it 
has just passed out o f their systems without being 
assimilated. ____

The Wesleyan Methodists have patched up their mis­
sionary quarrel, and not a moment too soon. W e have just 
seen a printed c'rcular, which states that the condition of 
Methodism at the present time demands the serious and 
anxious attention of all who love it.”  Its “  spiritual power 
has become greatly impaired,”  prayer-meetings are neglected, 
coldness has crept into the public services, and “  for many 
years past the returns have compared very unfavorably 
with those of earlier periods.”

Piety, says Euthyphero, in his dialogue with Socrates, 
“  is an art which gods and men have of doing business with 
each other.”  A  “  Constant Reader ”  of the Christian Com­
monwealth tells how he brings the powers that be to terms. 
H e was, he says, in difficulties as to meeting a payment. 
He had sufficient goods but not enough ready cash, so 
earnestly prayed God to send him a customer to whom he 
could dispose goods sufficient to meet the amount. He says, 
“  I called upon heaven, earth, and the Bible, as it were, to 
bear testimony to my prayer and petition wi'h a reserved 
feeling that if it were not answered and granted, I should 
disbelieve a good deal of that which I had for years been 
taught to believe in.”  This reserve did the business. Old 
Jacob adopted a similar attitude towards Jehovah, and at 
once brought him to terms. So the Constant Reader was 
able to chronicle a success. A  customer came and he was 
enabled to pay his debt. God cannot afford to disoblige a 
man of such robust faith as this.

As a pendant to this case o f answered prayer read the 
letter of the poor man Oakes, who, with his wife, killed 
themselves afb-r destroying their child. “  W e have now 
done everything that we possibly can think of to avert this 
wicked proceeding, but can discover no ray of hope.”  God 
sends a customer to one man to enable him to pay his debts 
punctually. Another starves with his wife and child, and 
is driven to suicide without any assistance.

An inquest has been held at Grays on the body of 
Reuben Vaughan, aged four years and four months, who 
died o f diphtheria. His parents belonged to the Peculiar

People. On the father being asked by the coroner what 
doctors were sent for if not to be used, he replied that those 
who love the Lord prefer oil and faith. Yes, and so should 
every Christian. That is the New Testament prescription. 
Of course the coroner “  wished those people would come to 
their senses,”  but it would be well for him to recognise that 
they are real Christians while he is only a pretender.

Most people prefer health to sickness. But not so 
Spurgeon. He regards a good disease as one of the 
greatest of blessings. A month of rheumatism, he says, 
would mellow some men marvellously, especially the 
preachers, who would deliver better sermons if they had 
“  a twist now and then.”  Perhaps they would. Anyhow 
we don’t mind the thing being tried. If pain is a blessing, 
w e hope the Heavenly Father will send it all to the elect. 
Any Christian can have our share on application.

There is a poor harmless lunatic who frequents Ramsgate 
in the summer. He sits near the sands with his face to the 
rolling deep and his back to the people. Holding the 
Bible open in his left hand, and using the other to pick up 
grains of sand or bits of other stray matter, he reads out 
texts and comments upon them. The other morning he- 
was holding forth to “ the sad sea w aves”  and three 
irreverent boys on the parable of the lilies. Presently he 
came to “  Solomon in all his glory.”  This gave him a fine 
chance to air his knowledge. Solomon, he said, was not 
arrayed like the lilies, that could suit themselves to all 
weathers. When the wise king went to the seaside, he 
had to take an overcoat for the cold evenings, and an 
umbrella for the wet. days. Doubtless the poor fellow 
didn't know that umbrellas are a very modern invention,, 
and that Solomon with a gingham was a frightful anachro­
nism. However, the poor lunatic preacher was harming no 
one. His comments were not very profound, and his 
history was m ixed; but, after all, you may hear as in­
different sermons in church. And when all is said and 
done, Solomon’s umbrella is not a greater absurdity than 
three-fourths of what is droned from the pulpit by the 
professional men of God,

The clergy of Lille refused Christian burial to a lady who- 
had contracted a civil marriage after being divorced from 
her husband. She was a lady of blameless life. But the 
Church does not recognise divorce except after a special 
dispensation from the Pope, and that can only be obtained 
by persons of great wealth or position. Persons of inferior 
means or standing are granted no such indulgence. They 
must bear the full weight of the Church’s yoke.

According to a private advice from Sydney, the New 
South Wales Cabinet, at a meeting on May 15, resolved to 
prosecute any person selling the London Freethinker. W e 
fancy the authorities out there will fail in their crusade 
against this journal. Unfortunately, as Australia is so 
distant, we have to wait for news as to tho result of the 
Cabinet’s decision.

SPURGEON ON THE GROWING HERESY.

Is it not a serious question for our country how far existing' 
want of honesty may be traceablo to the corrupt example set 
by the professing church, when, by its ministers and members, 
it sets aside solemn covenants, trust-deeds, and confessions of 
faith, and deals with them as current opinion demands ? K 
the foundations of morality be destroyed, what can tho nation 
do ? What will be done in tho matter ? We don’ t care to 
prophesy ; but if our Scotch brethren have degenerated to the 
English level, they will do nothing. The sound will shield1 
the unsound, the Evangelical will pat the Rationalistic on the 
back, and say that “  they trust they will not go too far ”  ; and' 
all will live together in that form of peace which is not peace,, 
but treachery to God and His truth. The scribes and priests 
of Israel are now linked in unhallowed confederacies, in which 
there is unbounded toleration for error: at the rate at which 
they are now advancing, those same confederacies will soon 
have no tolerance for orthodoxy. Even now the sneers and 
sarcasms at the old faith are more than self-respecting and 
truth-loving men ought to bear. Yet behind the ruling 
cliques there are hosts of plain, godly men, who will be heard, 
of before very long.— Sword and Trowel.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, July 13, Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, London, 
at 7.30, “  Professor Huxley on Noah’s Flood.”

July 27, Hall of Science.
August 3, Camberwell; 10, Hall of Science; 17, Hall of 

Science; 31, Birmingham.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

—Spiritualist’s Magazine—Philadelphian Inquirer—Lucifer 
—Reading Standard—Protestant Standard—Der Lichtfreund 
— Birmingham Daily Post—Evening Standard—The White 
Cross—Twentieth Century.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish our attention 
directed.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
. reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

L iterary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica­
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C. 

T he Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid:— One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year, 
3s. 3d. ; Three Months, Is. 7£d. Australia, China and Africa : 
—One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. lO d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.; 
Three Months, 2s. 8£d.

Scale of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
3s. ; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 
repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.

W. Warry.— The North London Secular Society was not a 
Branch of the N. S. S. It ceased to exist very many years 
ago. We have no means of ascertaining if it had the name 

£ of Coles on its members’ list. We are far too busy to trouble 
about such a trivial matter.

W. L.— Thanks for the jokes. Robert .Owen was a philan­
thropist ; so waB Jeremy Bentham. Both were Freethinkers. 
Voltaire’s liberality was infinite. Mr. Mitchell, who founded 
the Mitchell Free Library at Glasgow, was a Freethinker. 
Stephen Girard, who endowed the Girard College in America, 
was a Freethinker. His will forbade a minister to enter the 
place, but the orthodox party got hold of the endowment 
and they defy the provisions of his will. Lick, who endowed 
the great Lick Observatory, was also a Freethinker.

J. Burrell.— Glad to hear the Westminster Branch will join 
the Federation Excursion.

W, H. Stevens.—Can you tell us of any hall in Bristol less 
costly than the St. James’s ? The city is to be visited by Mr. 
Foote and Mr. Forder, for the purpose of starting a good 
Branch, but information is needed as to halls.

C. Batley.— The Portsmouth burial joko has already been 
dealt with in “  Acid Drops.”  Glad to hear you find the 
Freethinker “  a boon.”

I nquirer.— There is a Branch at Oldham, but it is merely a 
nominal one. Wo hope the new South Lancashire Federa­
tion will put fresh life into the whole locality.

J. Webb.—Your MS. shall bo returned with Mr. Foote’s 
opinion, on his return to town.

J. L. S.— Thanks.
L. Si’urgkon.—Halstead shall not be neglected. The matter 

will go before the Organisation Committee.
High Jinks.—Received. Shall be acknowledged in next list. 

Wo fancy you would do most good by circulating outside the 
Branches. You are more likely to reach fresh readers. 

Grocer’s Assistant.—Sorry to hear your distribution of 
twenty copies of “  Jesus at the Derby ”  nearly cost you your 
situation. Mr. Foote will bo glad to see you at the Excur­
sion if you introduce yourself. Why not join the Battersea 
Branch and see what can be done to obtain better premises ? 
We are pleased to have been the cause of your freedom from 
superstition.

J. Saunders.—Thanks. Mr. Wheeler has the book. We have 
no faith in patent medicines. Generally speaking, wo agree 
with Macbeth, who says “  Throw physic to the dogs ”— only 
it is rather rough on the dogs.

G. Naewiger.—Subjects shall bo sent in good time.
James Neate.— The bigots who wouldn’t let their halls are 

anxious to convert you. That they want to do it without 
discussion is only natural.

G. Winning.— Darwin did express sorrow for having used the 
word Creation. Sen Mr. Foote’s Darwin on God, pp. 34, 35, 
where the passage is quoted from the Life and Letters. Wo 
know nothing of the gentleman who “  challenged Mr. Foote.”  
Mr. Foote only debates as a representative, and with repre­
sentatives.

G. K. Laporte.—Hardly up to your usual level.
G. Doeg.— We hope to hear good news from Liverpool by next 

Week.
Well W isher.—Thanks.
" ai’ers Received.— Neues Freireligiöses Sonntags Blatt— 

Her Arme Teufel— Western Figaro—Liberator—Truthseeker 
“ “ Ironclad Age— Bulletin des Sommaires— Menschenthum— 
Progressive Thinker— Fair Play—Freidenker—-Freethought 
•—Fritankaren—Cosmopolitan— Boston Investigator —  Echo 
'—Loyal American—Secular Thought—Open Court—Star— 
Adelaide Advertiser—People’s Press—Countryman—Toscin

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Professor Huxley has an important article in the Nine­

teenth Century on “  The Lights of the Church and the Light 
of Science.”  It deals particularly with the Story of the 
Flood. Mr. Foote will make it the basis of his lecture at 
the London Hall of Science this evening (July 13).

Mr. Axel Lennstrand, brother of Viktor Lennstrand, favored 
us with a call on Tuesday. He is a very pleasant gentle­
man, and we hope to see him again before he leaves 
England. His brother Viktor has suffered greatly in health 
from his imprisonment, and if the new trial results in a fresh 
sentence, it will be advisable to bring him away to England. 
He is not physically strong, and another imprisonment would 
probably mean death or insanity. Still, his courage is firm ; 
he would rather break than bend. But Mr. Axel Lennstrand 
is not disposed to let the brave fellow be killed by the 
Swedish bigots. He is inclined to exercise an elder brother’s 
authority, and bring Viktor Lennstrand away from Sweden 
with a high hand, at least for a time, until he has recovered 
his strength. ____

Captain Otto Thomson is in good health and spirits. His 
worst fears are financial. The Fritankeren is a great tax on 
their resources. ____

Next Sunday (July 20) the London Secular Federation’s 
annual excursion will be made to Epping Forest. A  very 
large party is expected. All who intend to join it should 
apply to the Secretary of the nearfest Branch for tickets, or 
at the Hall of Science, whence an extra contingent will start 
at half-past nine. Special weather is ordered for the oc­
casion.

We are glad to hear that Mr. Ernest Parke is released after 
serving half his vindictive sentence of twelve months’ im­
prisonment. Mr. Parke made a mistake as a journalist— that 
is all. He struck too boldly at the Cleveland Street scandals. 
The culprits all went scot free, but the journalist whose 
exposure was prompted by honorable motives paid a severe 
penalty for his daring. Mr. Parke is a Secularist.

Last “  Lord’s Day ”  the members and friends of the Sunday 
League visited Apsley House, by special permission of the 
Duke of Wellington, and inspected its artistic and historical 
treasures. On two Sundays in August the Duke of West­
minster has agreed to open Grosvenor House in the same way.

Mr. Toleman-Garner feels sufficiently well to resume his 
lecturing work. He will be glad to hear from provincial 
Branches desiring his services during the winter season.

Last Sunday evening Mr. W. Heaford delivered the first 
lecture for the Hyde Park Branch at its new station at the 
end of Hammersmith Bridge, his subject being “  Christianity 
Weighed and found Wanting.”  There was a large and very 
attentive audience, but no opposition. There was a good 
sale of Freethinkers and other literature, and a good collection 
was made towards the future expenses of the station.

Mr. Charles Voysey, who still attaches the Rev. to his 
name, has been delivering a course of Theistic sermons, which 
are being published with the Title “ Revelation Tested on 
Moral Grounds.”  The three numbers we have seen are well 
worth reading.

The Lancashire Secular Federation was started on Sunday 
afternoon at Manchester. The constitution adopted was that 
of the London Federation, with some slight changes. Mr. 
Charles Pegg was elected president; Mr. E. H. Jones secre­
tary ; and Messrs. Smith, Brooks, Bilcliffe, and Hurd vice- 
presidents. Mr. Jones's address is 47 Pigott Street, Green-
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hays, Manchester. We hope the new Federation will get to 
•work at once, that all the Lancashire Branches will promptly 
affiliate, and that new Branches will be formed in that great 
centre of population.

The N. E. Secular Federation’s annual picnic takes place 
on Sunday, August 3. Durham is the destination. There 
will be a singing contest, and a public meeting in the Square. 
Addresses are to be delivered by Messrs. Peacock, Thompson, 
and other local Freethinkers, and also Mr. A. B. Moss. 
Tickets can be had at Mr. Peter Weston’s, 77 Newgate Street, 
Newcastle. ____

Mr. A. B. Moss is going to spend his holiday in Freethought 
missionary work. The N. E. Federation has engaged his 
services for a week. He still has two weeks open. This is a 
good opportunity for districts in want of open-air lectures.

The Leicester Countryman reproduces some of our “  Acid 
Drops,”  and gives a good notice of Mr. Wheeler’s Christian 
Doctrine o f Hell.

Ealiprasanna Kavyabisharad, the editor of the Cosmopolitan, 
a Calcutta Freethought monthly sends us a tract he has 
issued entitled “  India Beware.”  He warns his contrymen 
agaidst the flattery and occult pretences of the Theosophists. 
Science needs neither mystery or Mahatmas.

The Westminster Branch N. S. S. held the half-yearly 
general meeting on Sunday night last, at the “ Duke of 
Ormonde,”  Princes Street. A  favorable balance-sheet and 
report were read. The following gentlemen form the Execu­
tive : Mr. Stace, chairman ; Mr. E. L. Stace, vice-chairman ; 
Mr. Burrell, secretary ; Mr. W. Wheeler, treasurer; Mr. V. 
Eoger, member of the Council; Messrs. Balance and S. Bous, 
delegates ; Messrs. H. Eous and E. L. Stace, auditors. The 
following form the Committee : Messrs. Bell, EfTord, S. and 
H. Eous, Williams, Eoger, Boss, Balance, Martin. During 
the evening an address on vellum was presented to Mr. W. 
Wheeler, late chairman. The presentation was made on 
behalf of the members by Mr. G. S. Boss in a most eloquent 
speech, commenting on Mr. Wheeler’s zeal and abilities during 
the three years of his chairmanship, and paying a tribute to 
his unselfish devotion to the cause of Secularism. Messrs. 
Burrell and Eoger also made short addresses. Mr. Wheeler, 
in his reply, said, although not occupying the position of 
chairman, he was still with us ; and all present hoped that he 
would long remain so. A  hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Woolley for his kindness in placing the room at our disposal 
closed the meeting.— J. Bubkell.

The Reading Standard, a Conservative paper, gives a good 
report of Mr. Foote’s lecture on “ Secular Salvation,”  in reply 
to Eev. S. McComb.

Both the Editor of the Freethinker and his “ sub.”  are 
taking a little much-needed change at the seaside. They 
hope the reader will pardon any deficiency there may bo in 
this number.

AN M.P. ON EIDICULE.

« I du believe in Freedom’s cause,
Ez fur away ez Paris is.”

T he sentiment embodied in the above quotation from the 
“  Editor’s Creed ”  in The Biglow Papers, and applied to time 
instead of to space, aptly describes the attitude of Justin H. 
McCarthy, M.P., in his recently published French Revolution. 
He introducs his subject with fervid promises of impartial 
treatment whicn, it must be admitted, he has fairly realised. 
His judgments on Voltaire, Eousseau, Diderot, and other 
famous Freethinkers of last century are noteworthy as ap­
pearing in a book of the kind. But his stock of impartiality 
appears to have been entirely exhausted in treating of the 
stirring times of which he writes, so that he ludicrously 
mis-states contemporary facts. In justifying Voltaire’s 
use of ridicule and sarcasm he adds : “  To do so now would 
be wholly inexcusable, because it would be wholly unneces­
sary. Where each man has full and equal freedom to 
preach, pray, and profess what he pleases, nothing but 
malignity or vulgarity can prompt anyone to make a public 
gibe of his neighbor’s ceremonials of worship, even although 
his neighbor’s moral practices may appear somewhat incon­
sistent with true worship of any kind. To satirise the prac-

tices or dpetrines of the established Church of any civilised 
country now argues not courage, but sheer impertinence and 
vulgarity.”  And this writer witnessed the expulsion of a 
member of Parliament because of his speculative opinions. 
I charitably conclude that he did not personally aid in that 
monstrous injustice ; but brothers in strife did help with a 
fanatical zeal which it cannot be comforting for an Irish 
Freethinker to look back on. He knew that a child had 
been torn from its mother because she was an Atheist. He 
knew that men had suffered imprisonment for blasphemy a 
year or two ago in the country in which he wrote ; and he 
might have known that while his words were passing 
through the press a man in Sweden was suffering for the 
mere statement of opinions differing from the Established 
Church.

How jocose and comfortable one can be when toleration 
has reached the level of his own capacity for and audacity of 
thought, and with what an indignant sternness of reproof can 
he chide those who dare go further. But is ft not carrying 
the mummery too far to tell a man, in gaol for promulgating 
his opinions, that he has full freedom to preach, pray and 
profess what he pleases. It is a sorry spectacle. The riots 
of 80’ are a thing of the past; Catholic emancipation is 
complete ; then in the words of the song “  What could we wish 
for more ! ”  Iohag.

TWO CAEEEES.

I.
So much one thought about the life beyond, 
lie  did not drain the waters of the pond;

And when death laid his children ’neath the sod 
He called it the “  mysterious will of God,”

He would not strive for worldly gain, not ho—  
Ills wealth, ho said, was stored in God’s To Be.

He kept his mortal body poorly dressed,
And talked about the garments of the blessed;

And when to his last sleep he laid him down, 
His only mourner begged her widow’s gown.

II.

One was not so sure there was a life to come,
So made a Heaven of his earthly homo.

He strove for wealth, and with an open hand 
He comforted the needy in his land.

He wore new garments often, and the old 
Helped many a brother to keep out the cold.

He said this life was such a little span,
• Man ought to make the most of it for man ;

And when ho died, the fortune that he left 
Gave succor to the needy and bereft.

— Ella Wheeler Wilcox, in “  Leslie's Monthly.”

A TEUE THOUGH ANCIENT WHALE STOEY.

J onah ’s is not the only instance of a man’s taking up a 
lodging in a whale's belly. The same thing happened to the 
grave and accurate, not to say inspired, Lucian, who has put 
the matter beyond dispute or doubt by giving a circumstantial 
account in his True History. He was out upon an expedition 
of discovery, in a ship that carried over fifty men. They had 
sailed a considerable distance westward of the pillars of 
Hercules when they met a number of whales much larger 
than any they had seen before. This did not surpris® 
Lucian, who was a philosopher, aware that now discovered 
objects, like ancient events, are always the more extraordinary 
as you have the farther to go for them. One of the animal3 
took a gulp arid swallowed them, ship, sails, tackling, and all- 
The pilot, a skillful fellow, steered so dextrously through th® 
cavity left in the upper jaw by a rotten tooth that they 
cleared the breakers on each side and came to a safe anchor 
in the belly of the whale. It was a great chamber, very 
broad, long, and high also. In tho midst there was a n u m ­
ber of masts of ships, anchors, and men’s bones, and cargo 0 
all sorts. Also there was some land with small rising hih3' 
This they took to be composed of mud tho boast swallow®' 
when he went down to the bottom of the sea. Hero they
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slayed no paltry three days and nights, but nine months, a 
whole term of gestation. They planted vines and ate the 
fruit; met two countrymen, the survivors of a large company 
that had undergone a like catastrophe some twenty-eight 
years before, and after vain battle and fortune escaped by the 
same channel they came in at, by setting fire for several days 
to one of the largest forests their host had in his belly; 
whereupon he died of heartburn ; and they had to prop open 
his jaws with the strongest beams they could find in order 
to make their escape. The accurate and, we believe, inspired 
chronicler was at the pains of measuring the length of the 
beast and found it exactly sixteen hundred stastia, or some­
thing like one hundred and eighty-eight miles seven furlongs. 
The further voyages of Lucian to the sea of milk, the island 
made of cheese, the hole of the blessed, the abode of the 
wicked, and the land of dreams, all as true as gospel and a 
great deal more interesting, may be read in the excellent 
Version by Mr. A. J. Church.

4  FREETHINKER’S DEATH-BED. 
B y  H ugh  0 .  P entecost.

( Continued from page 322.)
Tiie Freethinker looks at death just as it is, so far as we 
know anything about it— the end of life. He does not hope 
nor expect to live after death. He admits that he may, just 
as there may be a planet in which water runs up hill. But 
all the facts known to science— including with no disrespect, 
as not yet generally accepted, alleged “  spirit ”  phenomena— 
prove as well as anything can be proved that he will not. He, 
therefore, maps out his life with absolutely no reference to 
alleged heavens or hells or any kind of spirit world. He 
lives just as he would if ho absolutely knew that death ends 
all. He goes through this world seeking his own welfare and 
knowing from the open book of history and his own experi­
ence that he can promote his own welfare only by promoting 
the welfare of every other man, woman and child in the 
world ; knowing that he cannot be as happy as he might 
while any one else is miserable. Ho knows that death is as 
natural as birth. He knows that as we wero unconscious of 
our birth we will be unconscious of our death, and that in 
ninety-nine cases out of every hundred death is preceded by 
days or hours of unconsciousness. Ho knows that if death 
puts a final end to him as a person, as science seems to prove, 
it cannot be an evil. Ho suffered nothing before ho was. He 
will suffer nothing if ho ceases to be. He will not even know 
that ho is dead. When the Freethinker is in his sober senses 
he knows that ho can suffer nothing but the consequences in 
his own character of his own acts if ho wakes from death as 
from a sleep, and that annihilation cannot bo an evil, simply 
because it is just being nothing at all— the fading of a rose, 
the blowing out of a candle, the pouring of a pint of water 
into the sea, the puffing of smoko into a hurricane.

Why should not such a man or woman meet death with 
composure ? Do not common soldiers with very little intelli­
gence rush into the cannon’s mouth ? Do not vulgar mur­
derers walk to the gallows and die without a tremor ? Do 
not rich Christians, who have mixed the blood of their 
employes and the heart fibre of the poor with their stolen 
meat and drink, die liko saints ? Do not pitiable creatures 
jump from bridges and go over Niagara Falls in barrels ? Do 
not burglars take their lives in their hands and risk exchanging 
them for the chance to steal the value of a few paltry 
dollars ? Do not love-sick girls and weak-willed men take 
poison or blow their brains out ? Aud is death, so easy to 
all of these, a thing which a thinking man or woman living 
Worthily from day to day must needs fear because he does not 
happen to believe in certain fables and will not hope for 
immortality against the evidence of his own senses and the 
conclusions of his own reason ?

What folly is this to suppose that in order to properly 
Prepare for death wo must reject the testimony of history, 
deny the evidence of our senses, despise the conclusions of 
°ur highest reason, and blindly swallow all sorts of cock and 
hull stories. If I am intelligent and courageous in my 
thinking I am, forsooth, unfit to die, but if I believe the 
impossibilities of a book, written by nobody knows whom, I 
am ready to face the tomb. If I lire an honest and upright 
hfe, dealing fairly and kindly with my neighbors, I will die 
^ith shrieks of horror, but if I swindle my neighbors and 
heat my children and despise the poor, as many Christians do,

I murder my wife and then repent, the angels will come for 
tQe- This is absurd. Do not be deceived or frightened by

such nonsense. Sit down and think the thing out for your-

If you honestly and rationally believe in God and immor­
tality I have nothing to say. I am glad if such beliefs help 
you to live well and to think happily of death. But if you 
find no God and no hope of immortality among the facts 
about you or within you, do not allow any one to frighten you 
by rattling skeletons at you. The problems of life and death 
cannot be settled by fear. No conclusions arrived at by 
scaring reason with a ghost will in the long run hold.

Death is a fact to be studied and accepted for what it really 
is, just as we study the composition and movements of a 
comet. You cannot reach a satisfactory conclusion about it 
if you tremble.

All this is not meant for braggadocia. I have already 
admitted that death is no trilling matter. But I would like 
to make it plain to you that death is no worse for a Free­
thinker than for a Christian. If it seems so it is only because 
we all have inherited weak nerves from countless generations 
of frightened and superstitious ancestors. We have all fallen 
into the habit of calling death a mystery, and we are afraid 
of mysteries. Wo tremble at what we do not understand* 
But I think you will discover that if you bravely accept the 
facts about death as they are invariably presented to us you 
will cease to regard it as a mystery, and then it will be less 
and less a thing to fear. We may never learn to look upon 
death without fear, but it is quite possible to regard it with 
no superstitious fear, and that is the point in question. We 
fear a surgical operation, but we fear it for what it is. 
Religion has nothing to do with the case. We fear the 
lightning, but wo no longer believe it to be a flash from the 
eye or the fiery breath of an angry God. What needs now is 
that we should learn to get over our superstitious fear of 
death, learn that religion has no more to do with preparing 
us for death than it has to do with any other simple and 
universal fact of human experience.

If you want to know how I think you should prepare for 
death I will tell you, and if any priest or minister knows a 
better way I have yet to hear it. Honestly and earnestly 
think out your beliefs ; then they will stay by you in storm 
and in sunshine. Do nothing that you are ashamed of after 
it is done. Live exactly as if this were the only life you will 
ever have. Live so that the last year of your life, be it this 
year or next or any other, will be the best. Do not injure 
your body, for you cannot be happy unless you are physically 
well. Do not wrong another, for your welfare is inseparably 
bound up with the welfare of every one else. Accustom 
yourself to face your own thoughts, and boar your own 
sorrows and burdens. Keep yourself clean. Earn every 
penny that you spend. Make people respect and love yon, by 
being worthy of respect and love. Have no skeletons of 
regret in your closet. Get over all your fear of ghosts. Bo 
suro that when you come to die you will not wish you had 
lived other than you have. AVhntever goblins haunt you in 
your last hour, do not let there be any spectres of memory. 
If you live in this way, if you are careful to do only those 
things that make for your own welfare, you may not, indeed, 
die with hallelujahs on your tongue, but you may be reason­
ably sure that your sun will go down irradiating the clouds 
that shadow the world you leave with a, silent, soft and many- 
colored light.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .
A  FREETIIOUGIIT MUSEU1I.

TO TIIE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”
S ir ,— I  think the idea suggested by “  Civis Sum ”  in last 

week’s Freethinker to found a Freethouglit Museum is an 
excellent one, and would bear good fruit. It would also act 
as a great moral lesson, as it should include models of the 
instruments of torture formerly used as arguments against 
heretics. The thumb-screw, the iron boot, the rack— the 
collar of torture, the scavenger’s daughter, etc., etc., all 
should be represented. A  literary department could also 
bo made very interesting, as there are many who would 
doubtless contribute some rarities. I should be pleased to 
contribute a letter witten by the grand old martyr, Richard 
Garlile, to my father more than fifty years ago. I disentombed 
it lately from an old desk, where it had been quietly locked 
up for many years. AV. H. Mounisn.

Bright Villa, H I  Cheltenham Road, Bristol.
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DR. MARTINEAU ON CHEISTIANITY.

“ ■Ch r is t ia n it y  as defined or understood in all the Churches 
■which formulate it has been mainly evolved from what is 
transient aDd perishable in its sources; from what is un- 
historical in its traditions, mythological in its preconceptions, 
and misapprehended in the oracles of its prophets. From the 
fable of Eden to the imagination of the last trumpet, the 
whole story of the Divine order of the world is dislocated and 
deformed. The blight of birth-sin with its involuntary per­
dition ; the scheme of expiatory redemption with its vicarious 
salvation ; the incarnation with its low postulates of the 
relation between God and man, and its unworkable doctrine of 
two natures in one person ; the official transmission of grace 
through material elements in the keeping of a consecrated 
corporation ; the second coming of Christ to summon the 
dead and part the sheep from the goats at the general judg­
ment— all are the growth of a mythical literature, or 
Messianic dreams, or Pharisaic theology, or sacramental 
superstition, or popular apotheosis. And so nearly do these 
vain imaginations pre-occupy the creeds that not a moral or 
spiritual element finds entrance there except ‘ the forgiveness 
of sins.’ To consecrate and diffuse, under the name of 
‘ Christianity,’ a theory of the world’s economy thus made up 
of illusions from obsolete stages of civilisation, immense 
resources, material and moral, are expended, with effect no 
less deplorable in the province of religion than would be, in 
that of science, hierarchies and missions for propagating the 
Ptolemaic astronomy, and inculcating the rules of necromancy 
and exorcism. The spreading alienation of the intellectual 
classes of European society from Christendom, and the 
detention of the rest in their spiritual culture at a level not 
much above that of the Salvation Army, are social phenomena 
which ought to bring home a very solemn appeal to the con­
science of stationary churches. For their long arrear of debt 
to the intelligence of mankind they adroitly seek to make 
amends by elaborate beauty of ritual art. The apology 
soothes for a time, but it will not last for ever.”— The Seat o f  
Authority in Religion, p. 650.

P R O F A N E  J OKE S *
Eev. Dr. Prim: “  Do you preach extempore, Brother 

Yallerby, or do you take notes ?” Brother Yallerby (from the 
South): “  Well, sah, thar was once a time I took notes, but 
1’be found it safest, down in my deestrick, to insist on habin’ 
de cash down.”

“  Maria,” said the pious husband, “ them Smiths are allowing 
their children to play in the yard on Sunday. To-morrow I ’ll 
set the dog on their chickens. The judgment of heaven must 
be visited on ’em some way.”

Scene—Village Sunday-school. Clergyman questioning a 
lot of small boys in a farming district. Clergyman: “  How did 
Jacob know that it w aB  Joseph sending for him from Egypt?” 
Small Boy (excitedly) : “  He seed the name on the waggons.”

St. Peter : “  Any credentials ?” Newly arrived soul (confi­
dently) : “ I spent my life getting up stories about Atheists 
struck dumb, profane men struck by lightning, etc., to be tele­
graphed by the press associations. Highly moral work, sir.” 
St. Peter (confidentially) : “  Come in, then. The place across 
the way claims a larger population than we have, and I can 
make you useful in the census department.”

S U N D A Y  M E E T IN G S .
[Not'ces of Lectures, etc., must reach us ly first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice,’ if not sent on post-card.'] 
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station), 7.30, 
Mr. W.Norrish, “ For God’s Sake.”  Social evening every Monday. 
Friday, at 8, discussion.

Camberwell— 61 New Church Road, S.E., 7.30, Mr. A. B. Moss, 
“  Religious Guide Posts.”

East L ndoii—Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile End Road, 
Mr F. Ha slam, «  Who was Jesus, and What did he Teach F”

Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C., 7.30, Mr. G. W. Foote, 
«  Professor Huxley on Noah’s Flood.”

Hammersmith Hammersmith Club fin the hall), 1 The Grove, 
Broadway, on July 17, at 8, Mr. W. Heaford, “  Secularism Superior 
to Christianity.”

Jlile End— Assembly Rooms, Beaumont Street, Mile End Road, 
7, Mr. Cohen, “ Evolution of Man.” Admission free.

West Ham— 121 Broadway, Plaistow, 10.30, members’ quarterly 
meeting; 7.30, Mr. J. Woodward, “ Electricity.”

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Battersea Park Gates 11.15, Mr. Norrish, “  Saintly David.” 
Bethnal Green—Opposite St. John’s Church, 11.15, Mr. W. 

Heaford, • The Difficulties of Theism.’ ’
Camberwell — Station Road, 11.30, Mr. S. Soddy, “ Other 

Worlds than Ours.”

Clerkenwell Green, 11.30, Mr. G. Standring, “ Freethought and 
the Bible.”  All members intending to go with the Excursion on 
the 20th are requested to be present.

Edmonton—Corner of Angel Road, 6.30, Mr. L. Keen, “  I and 
my Father are One.”

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand), 3.30, Mr. H. Snell, “  Why 
Fear Death and After P”

Hammersmith Bridge, 7, a lecture.
Hyde Park, near Marble Arch, 11.15, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “  Christian 

Soihistry.”  July 16, at 8, Mr. A. B. Moss, “  Apostles of Free- 
thought.”

Kingsland Green, 11.30, Mr. P. H. Snelling, “ The Morality of 
the Messiah.”

Midland Arches, St. Pancras Road, N.W., 11.30, Mr. H. Snell, 
“  W hy F ar Death and After.”

Mile End Waste, 11.30,Mr. A. B. Moss, “ Who are the Infidels?”  
Regent’s Park, near Gloucester Gate, 3.30, a debate between Mr. 

C. J. Hunt and the Rev. Z. B. Woffendale, “ The Teachings of 
Christ.”

Tottenham—Corner of Seven Sisters Road, 3.30, Mr. P. H. 
Snelling, “  Morality and the Mess'ah.”

Victoria Park, near the fountain, 3.15, Mr. Hunt, “ Miracles.”  
Westminster—Old Pimlico Pier, 11.30, Mr. Ramsey, “ Original 

Sin.”  Tickets for Excursion can be obtained up to Wednesday 
the 16th, at the “  Duke of Ormonde,”  13 Prince’s Street.

Wood Green—Jolly Butchers’ Hill, 11.30, Mr. R»Rosetti, “ Is 
Easter a Christian Festival ?”

Woolwich—Beresford Square (opposite the Arsenal gates), 7, 
Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ The Teachings of Christ.”

COUNTRY.
Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, 7, members’ quarterly 

meeting.
Heckmondwike—at Mr. John Rothera’s, Bottoms, 2.30, a 

meeting.
Hull Branch—No. 2 R-'om, Friendly Societies’ Hall, Albion 

Street, 6 30, Mr. Smith, “  The Christian Religion.”
Liverpool Branch N. S S., Camden Hall, Camden Street — 11, 

Tontine Society ; 7, Mr. Haslam, “  The Influence of Poetry.” 
Manchester N. S. S., Rusholme Road, Oxford Road, All Saints— 

6.30, Mr. Stanley Jones, “ Evolution.”
Newcastle—4 Hall’s Court, Newgate Street, 11, business meeting 

of Sunday Music League; 3, usual fortnightly meeting of mem­
bers of N. S. S.

Portsmouth—Wellington Hall, Southsea, 7,Mr. Hore, a reading 
from “ LookingBa kward.”

Rochdale—Secular Hall, Milkstone Road, 6.30, Mr. J. Grange, 
“  Does Man Surv.ve Djatli.”

Sheffield - Hall of Science, Rockingham Street.—Members and 
friends go to Wliarncliffe Side; meeting near Monolith, Fargate, 
at 2.30.

South Shields—Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, King 
Street, 7, usual weekly meeting.

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Leeds—Vicar’s Croft, 3, Mr. H. VV. Riley, “  Secu'arism ; a Vindi 

cation and a Defence.” At 7, on Holbeck Moor, Mr. Fisher, “  Is 
Man a Fallen Ang 1 or a Risen Ape ?”

Manchester—( orner of Denmark Road and Oxford Road, 3, 
Mr. Stanley Jones, “ The Gosp-1 of the Future.”

Rochdale—Town Hall Square (weather permitting), Mr. J. 
Grange, 3, “  Asha ued to be a Christian.”

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N T S .
Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon Road, London. S .E .— July 13 

(morning), Mile End, (evening) Camberwell; 20 (afternoon), Vic­
toria Park; 27, North-East Secular F deration tour. August 24 
(morning), Clerkenwell, (aftern on), Regent's Park, (evening), 
Camberwell; 27, Hyde Park; 31 (morning) Pimlico, (evening), 
Woolwich. Sept. 7 (morning), Pim lico; 14 (morning), Bethnal 
Green, (afternoon), Victoria Park ; 21 (mo: ning), Midland Arches; 
28(morning), Clerkenwell, (evening), Woolwich.

H. Smith, 3 Breck Place, Breck Road, EvertonRoad, Liverpool. 
— July 20, Liverpool.

E. Stanley Jones, 3 LetaStreet,City Road, Walton,Liverpool.— 
July 13 (afternoon ont-door, and evening in hall), Manchester; 
20, Sheffield. August 3, Liverpool.

T. T hurlow, 7 Dickson’s Villas, Rutland Road, East Ham.—* 
A u ;. 10 (morning), Midland Arc es ; 24 (morning), Plaistow. 
Sept. 21 ’(morning out-door, and evening in the ha 1), Plaistow.

T olem an -G a r n e r , 8 Ile.yworth Road, Stratford, London, E.-— 
August 17 (morning), Plaistow Green. Sept. 7, Chatham; 21 
(evening), Woolwich. Oct. 5, Woolwich,

NOW EEADY.

THE CREATION STORY.
BEING

No. I of “ BIBLE ROMANCES.”
A  New and Greatly Enlarged Edition.

By O. W. FOOIE.

Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
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FREE W ILL AND NECESSITY.
A PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY

CONCERNING

H U M A N  L IB E R T Y .
By ANTHONY COLLINS.

First Published in 1715. Now Reprinted, with Preface and Annotations, by G. W. FOOTE, 
And a Biographical Introduction by J. M. WHEELER.

“  I <1° not know of anything that has boon advanced by later writers in support of the scheme of Necessity, of which the 
germ is not to be found in the Inquiry of Collins.”—Prof. Dugald Stewart.

“ Collins states the arguments against human freedom with a logical force unsurpassed by any Necessitarian.”
—Prof. A. C. Fraser.

“  Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of reasoning.”—Prof. Huxley.

“  Collins was one of the most terrible enemies of the Christian religion.”— Voltaire.

PRICE ONE SHILLING.
Superior Edition, printed on superfine paper, and bound in cloth,

Two Shillings.
PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING COMPANY, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C;

W . J. R en d e ll’s 
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” 
and “  Wife’s Hand Book.”  Made solely by 
J. Pullen, 15 Chadwell Street. Clerken- 
well, and supplied per post, 2s. dozen. For 
particulars of this Malthusian discovery 
send stamped envelope. Higginson’s 
Syringe, witli vertical and reverse cur­
rent, 3s. 6d. and 4 . 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s 
Powder, Is 2d. Quinine Compound, 
Is. 2d. All other Malthusian Appli­
ances. All prices post free.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz . post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directed 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.___________

GRATIS.
AN ILLUSTRATED 16-PAGE PAMPHLET, contain­
ing extracts from the utterances of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, tho Bishop, of Manchester; the Revs 
T. R. Maltnus, A. E. Whatham, M. J. Savage, 
Leonard Dawson, — Lawton, H. R. Hawois; tho fol 
lowing Doctors •—Allbutt, Allinson, Armstrong, 
Drysdttlo, PyoOhavasse, E. B. Foote, Nicholls, Wilder, 
Itaciborski, Napheys and Reamy. Also Plato, Aria 
totle, Siamondi, Huxley, Mill, and numerous others. 
Should ho road by ovory married and marriageable 
person. Sont on receipt of stamped addressed envelope 
by J. R. HOLMES, IJanney, Wantage, Berks. 

TESTIMONIALS (Extracts from).
“  The one you sent me somo months since is

Quite W orn Out
With being lent to so many friends. ”

“  Some of us have paid five shillings for less than 
one-tenth of tho information.”

M ARTN O LL,
E n g l is h  an d  F o r e ig n  C h e m is t ,

1 a  P I C C A D I L L Y
(Under tho London Pavilion Music Hall), 

LONDON, W.
IlartnolTg Specialities, Appliances and 

Medicated Preparations are 
world-renowned.

Spiral, Douche and Latest Improved Syringes. 
E s t a b l is h e d  o v e r  5 0  y e a r s .

TO MARRIED PEOPLE.
A New and Enlarged

ILLUSTRATED LIST OF MALTHUSIAN 
„  APPLIANCES a n d  SPECIALITIES 
“ 111 be forwarded per return of post on receipt of 

Id. etamp.
DAVIES, CHEMIST,

101 P A R K  L A N E ,  L E E D S .
_  Second Edition. Price 2d.
V e g e t a r ia n  f a l l a c ie s . By Dr. c .  R.
* Drysdajj!. A paper read at the Health Con- 

greee. hunting., lsao, with opinions of Sir Edwin 
Uhadwick and (several Doctors, in course of dlscus- 
won. Price 2d .; post free 2jd. R. Forder, 28 
Stonecutter Street, E.C.

FRESH SUPPLY.

“ FREETHINKER” TRACTS
Cdper hundred. Post free 7d.

One Thousand Carriage Free.
1. Salvation by Faith (Ingersoll)
2. Death of Adam (Nelson)
3. Bible Blunders (Foote)
4. Bible and Teetotalism (Wheeler)
5. Bible Harmony (Holy Ghost)
6. Which is the Safe Side ? (Foote)
7. Voltaire’s Death-Bed
8. The Parson's Creed (verse)
9. Prophecy Tested (Ball)

1 o. Christianity Sc the Family (Ingersoll
11. Thomas Pame’3 Death-Bed
12. Shelley’s Religion
13. J. S. Mill on Christianity
14. A Golden Opportunity (facetious)
15. Darwin’s Religious Views 
10. Atheists and Atheism
17. Good Friday at Jerusalem
18. Parsons on “ Smut” (Foote)
19. Mrs. Eve (Foote)
20. New Testament Forgeries (Wheeler)

THE ESSENCE [K 
OF RELIGION

GOD THE IMAGE OF MAN 
MAN’S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE 
THE LAST AND ONLY SOURCE OF 

RELIGION.
By LUDWIG FEUERBACH.

“  No one lias demonstrated and explained 
the purely human origin of the idea of God 
better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” — Buchner.

“  I confess that to Feuerbach I owe a 
debt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling 
about in uncertainty for the ground, and 
finding everywhere shifting sands, Feuer- 
bach cast a sudden blaze in the darkness 
and disclosed to ino the way.” —ltcv. S. 
Baring-Oould.

T H E  G O D  I D E A .
B y  V ik t o r  L e n n sth an d .

A Lecture, for delivering which the author was 
sentenced to six months* imprisonment for Blas­
phemy in Sweden. Translated from the Swedish, 

with an Introduction by J. M. Wukkler, 
BRICE TWOPENCE.

ft. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.O.
QTANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo- 
O  site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE. 
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 4s* 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hours 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18c. 
gold 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d. extraction, is. painless 
by gas,5s.

S A T I R E S  
AND PROFANITIES

By JAMES THOMSON (B.V-)
Author of “  The City of Dreadful Right.”

New Edition.
PRICE ONE_SHILLING.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St., E.C.

m T f OOTE’S PORTRAIT
By AM EY.

Cabinet Size. One Shilling-
Tost free, carefully packed, Is. Id.

IMPERIAL SIZE. VERY FINE.
THREE SHILLINGS.

l ’ ost free, Ss. 2d.

BI BLE H E R O E S
SECOND SERIES 

COMPLETING THE AVORK.
In Elegant Wrapper,

Price Is,__________ Price Is.

WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS.
—  - - 2 C-

1 6

Inibiti and Evolution - 
Handsomely bound in cloth.

Lectures and Essays -
With Biography. Handsomely bound.

Man and the Lower Animals - - 0 I
Design and Natural Selection - - 0 1
Two Revelations - - - - 0 1
Bible Saints, Parts I., IL, III., each - 0 1  

These works should bo read by Freethinkers. An 
American journal says: “ They are clear in lan­
guage, trustworthy in statement and irrefutable in 
reasoning.”

Progressive Publishing Co.
Watts &  Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street.

COLONEL INGERSOLL.
M agnificent L ithograph for F raming.

25 inches by 20.
Price Sixpence, securely packed in case, 8d. 

R. Forder. 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

w atts & co.
Will send their new CATALOGUE of FREE- 
THOUGHT PUBLICATIONS, together with a copy 
of their “ Literary Guide,”  post free on receipt of 
name and address of applicant.—Watts & Co., 17 
Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.

POPULATION LIMITATION.—Practical instruc- 
x  tions. Allbutt, Besant, Owen, Knowlton ; 7d. 
each; list« Id. ; all post free. F isileb, Kotmrg, Leeds.

RUBBER STAMPS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen 
or Paper; two letter«, is., three 
letters, 1«. Cd.; any Name, 1«, #d. 
Box, Pad and Ink included. All 
kinds of Stamps. Pattern* free. 
Carriage 2d. extra. F. N. I11ETON 
and CO„ 92 Gracechurch Street, 
LondoD. AgentB wanted.
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THWAITES’
H O U S E H O L D  D O C T O R

OR

MEDICINE! MADE EASY.
New and Revised Edition. Price Sixpence.

0E FEEE BY POST FOE SEVEN PENNY STAMPS.

This Book should be in the hands of every one, as it is a plain and simple treatment of most 
Diseases that the Human Form is liable to suffer from, and how to cure with Herbs without 
the aid of a doctor, and save money as well as the annoyance of doctor’s bills. It is

especially invaluable where there is a family.

THWAITES’
Dandelion, Sarsaparilla, Gentian,

H O P
Buchu, Peruvian Bark, &c.,

B I T T E R P A C K E T
H IG H L Y  R E C O M M E N D E D  F O R  IN D IG E S T IO N  or  a  B A D  S T O M A C H , L I V E R  C O M P L A IN T ,

D IS E A S E  O F  T H E  K ID N E Y S , &c., &c.

Why go to the expense of a bottle when you can make your own by using
THW AITES’ PACKET?

Each Packet will make over a pint of the best Bitters ever prepared.

7^d. per packet, or free by post for ten penny stamps ; three packets post free for 2s. 2d. ;
twelve packets post free for 7 s. 6d.

8sT DIRECTIONS WITH EACH PACKET. J ÿ ,

GEORGE THWAITES,
2 CHURCH ROW, STOCKTON-ON-TEES;

24 Linthorpe Road, Middlesbro’;
AND

18 BIGG MARKET, NEW CASTLE-ON-TYNE.
AU communications &c. to be addressed to—

2 CHURCH ROW, STOCKTON-ON-TEES.

Printed and Published by 0 . W. Foote, 28_Stonecutter Street, Farringdon Street, London, E.C.


