
4fmtnmfen*
Edited by G . W. FOOTE.] [Sub-Editor, J. M. W h e e l e k .

Yol. X .— No. 23.] S u n d a y , J u n e  8, 1890. [ P b ic e  O n e  P e n n y .

MR. GLADSTONE ON THE FALL OF MAN.

Talk politics with the stupidest Englishman, and he will be 
'Sure to say something sensible. But so soon as the conversa­
tion turns on religion, the most intelligent Englishman utters 
nothing but silly speeches.— H e i n e .

Mr. G ladstone’s third article on the Bible, in the 
Juno number of Good W ords, is disappointing. He 
fulfils none of the promises with which he set out. 
No attempt is made to answer the sceptic’s objec­
tions. Wo have simply a theological essay, restating 
the orthodox view of the Bible, and abounding in 
evasions and assumptions. A  certain pomposity of 
style, familiar to Mr. Gladstone’s readers, gives his 
article a fictitious air of importance ; but in substance 
it is remarkably poor, and its argumentation is such 
that if it were displayed on any other topic it would 
expose him to derision. That a man of Mr. Glad­
stone’s powers and eminence should sink so low is 
°uly to be explained by the fact that religion stultifies 
the intellect. The defence of childish legends and 
contemptible doctrines cannot but degrade their 
champion. Wo regret to say it, but truth is higher 
than politeness. It is time that some one told the 
Grand Old Man that he is making an exhibition of 
himself. He is a perfect Rip Van Winkle in religious 
controversy. What else can bo said of one who, so 
many years after Darwin’s death, writes as though 
Darwin had never lived ; of ono who, in an age in 
'which Evolution has overrun every field of resoarch 
and speculation, writes as though Evolution had 
»over been heard of ? If, on the other hand, Mr. 
Gladstone knows something of Evolution, and simply 
ignores it, he might give points in ludicrousness to 
tho proverbial ostrich with its head in the dosert 
sands. Why on earth—we say it in all seriousness— 
Joes not a confidential friend break through the ring 
°f flatterers, and savo a statesman in whoso reputation 

aro all interested from himself and the editors 
■with choquo books who aro anxious to trade upon his 
fcamo ? Mr. John Morley could hardly do i t ; his 
hetorodoxy would throw suspicion on his advice. 
Rut thero is Professor Stuart. He knows a thing or 
two, and his scepticism is only ankle-deep. Could 
bo not contrive to drop a whisper into Mrs. Glad­
stone’s oar, and even in a roundabout way spare us 
the necessity of laughing at ono wo would fain 
[ovoronco ? For risibility is an imp who will not be 
baulked ; when ho scents antics he will tako a ticket 
t°r tho spectacle.

The very opening of Mr. Gladstone’s third article 
Is 'what is vulgarly called “  a caution.” In face of all 
b0 has written before he says it is “  likely that the 
Greation Story has come down from tho beginning.”  
lie oven talks of “  the corroborative legends of 
Assyria.”  Nay he declares, with a wonderful equa­
nimity, which wo aro unable to emulate, that “  we 
now traco the probable origins of our Sacred Books 
ar back beyond Moses and his time.”  In other 

^ords, Mr. Gladstone, at this time of day, fancies the 
autediluvian patriarchs were actual and not mythical

[No. 462.

personages, who had the Creation Story revealed to 
them, and passed it down to their descendants. 
Despite the fact, too, that all savages—and tho 
ancient Jews were savages— trace their descent from 
a common ancestor, for the simple reason that they 
cannot understand any but a blood relationship; 
despite the fact that Romulus, the mythical founder 
of Rome, for instance, is now seen to be as real a cha­
racter as Tamoi of the Brazilians, or Unkulunkulu of 
tho Zulus; Mr. Gladstone takes Abraham quite 
seriously, regards his “  call ”  as a fact like that of the 
last clergyman who had a call to a richer living, and 
bravely declares that “  Of all great and distinctive 
chapters in tho history of the human race we have here 
perhaps the greatest and the most distinctive.”  Why, 
the very circumcision which Jehovahfixed as his special 
brand upon the Jews, beginning with Abraham, is 
older than tho earliest trace of the Jews in history. 
It was practised on religious grounds by the priestly 
caste in Egypt. It was common among the Semites, 
of whom the Jews are a branch. It has been found 
in various parts of the world that had no communica­
tion with each othor, such as South Africa, tho South 
Pacific islands, and Mexico. Jehovah’s trade mark 
was a plagiarism, a violation of an old patent, and he 
would have been non-suited in any action he took to 
assert his exclusive rights.

But let us come to Mr. Gladstone’s account of tho 
Fall. He starts with setting up an “  Adamic race,” 
of whom wo suppose ho implies that Adam was the 
first progenitor. Now the science of ethnology is 
pretty well established, but its records will bo searched 
in vain for any Adamic race. Mr. Gladstone has 
developed this race, like the German’s camel, from 
the depths of his inner consciousness. Elsewbero he 
speaks of tho Fall as “  introducing us to man in his 
first stago of existence— a stage not of savagery but 
of childhood.”  Nowadays such a remark is childish. 
Thero never was such a stage of humanity. Not 
childhood, but sheer savagery, was the original state 
of overy people in history. Mr. Gladstone may talk 
as he pleases, but on this question ho is no greater 
authority than tho man in the street. Behind history 
lies anthropology, and the verdict of anthropology is 
decisive. Man is of animal origin. He was neither 
made from earth nor dropped from the skies. This 
is proved. Even Dr. Wallace can no longer withhold 
his assent. Despite himself ho now admits that the 
ovidonco for man’s “ descent from some ancestral 
form common to man and the anthropoid apes ”  is 
“  overwhelming and conclusive.”  Thus the Adamic 
race, .and the primitive state “  not of savagerf but 
of childhood,”  are both figments of theological imagi­
nation. They would vanish to-morrow if they were 
not maintained by the Black Army in the interest of 
tbeir dogmas.

Mr. Gladstone sums up tho purport of̂  tho Old 
Testament as “  a history of sin and redemption. Of 
course the second depends upon the first. Man is an 
awful sinner, a fallen being. That is the first state­
ment of Christianity, and it is a falsehood. Evolution 
proves the ascent, not the desoent, of man j that ho
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has risen from a low estate to a high one, and from 
small things to great. On the other hand, the least 
knowledge of human nature shows us that man is not 
half as black as the parsons paint him. It is absurc 
to talk of “  the preponderance of moral evil in the 
world.”  Human society could not exist under such 
conditions. Nor is it sensible to ask, “  Are we as 
race whole, or are we profoundly s ick ?” We are 
neither the one nor the other. Man is neither an 
angel nor a devil. But there is surely a preponder 
ance of good in his composition. His heart is better 
than his head. No doubt there is a sad spectacle for 
the philanthropist in the oppressions of the world, for 
the honest man in its crimes, for the good man in its 
vices, and for the truthful man in its lies anc 
hypocricies—-after all these millenniums of religion 
But what the world at large does not see, what the 
newspapers do not report, is deeper and more common 
than these things; and the homes of the people 
where they really live their lives, are perpetually 
made fragnant by “ the little unremembored deeds 
of kindness and of love.”  And sometimes a splendic 
deed of heroism, wrought by one great heart, thrills 
the hearts of millions, expands our moral horizon, 
and shames the whining of dastard priests.

G. W. FOOTE
(To le concluded.)

CARDINAL MANNING ON ATHEISM.

L ast Sunday at the various Roman Catholic churches 
in the diocese of Westminster, a pastoral was read 
from Cardinal Manning on behalf of the Diocesan 
Building Fund. The Catholic Church is not only 
making great strides at present, it is preparing the 
plant for future acquisitions and like all other causes 
human and divine needs funds for its support. Now 
Cardinal Manning is tactician enough to know that 
when money is your suit there is nothing like attack­
ing the enemy. Atheism has few friends, at any rate 
among the Catholics. The very word has associations 
which give it a flavor of all that is odious. To say 
one was an Atheist in the good old days was to say 
ho was out of the bounds of decent society. Cardinal 
Manning is aware that Atheism is the enemy. He 
knows that all his elaborate preparations to restore 
England to “  the faith of our fathers ”  are being 
undermined. While ho is preparing to receive the 
divided sects of Protestants within the bosom of the 
mother Church, reason is impelling them outside all 
churches, and every strain made by his powerful 
church on behalf of authority but nerves Freethinkers 
in their promulgation of universal mental liberty.

The Cardinal devotes then much of his pastoral to 
Atheism. He sets out with the statement that of old, 
the knowledge of God was not a discovery but an 
inheritance. This is true enough if for knowledge wo 
substitute belief. Men have inherited the belief in 
gods exactly as they inherited the belief in ghosts. 
Indeed, the one idea sprang from the other. The 
Cardinal, however, appears to hold that the knowledge 
of God came by a primitive revelation, though ho 
does not expressly say so. He proceeds to observe 
that the ancients so profusely believed in God, that 
rather than lose hold of the divino presence, they 
believed all things to bo God. His does not explain 
how this “  majestic perversion of the truth”  came 
about if God gave a primitive revelation. Poly­
theism and Pantheism aro really to bo explained as 
developments of the early superstitious belief in 
spirits.

“  Among the people of Israel,”  continues the 
Cardinal, “  an Atheist would have been shunned as 
insane or stoned as a blasphemer.”  The latter portion 
is certainly «torrect, although we may doubt tho 
former, inasmuch as like most Orientals, the people 
of Israel considered the insane as inspired persons. 
The Cardinal seems to lament the divinely-directed

stoning by tho chosen race. He did his share in 
stoning Mr. Bradlaugh, writing the most virulent 
articles against him during his prolonged fight for 
his seat in the House of Commons. Here the Cardinal 
was an Israelite indeed. We do not doubt he was 
sincere. We feel sure he would consign an Atheist to 
the secular arm to be punished “  without the effusion 
of blood”  with the serene consciousness of doing his 
duty. We suspect he could see the said Atheist burn 
to death without one twinge of human pity, but with 
the reflection that thus might others be saved from 
eternal fire. But Atheists are less shunned now and 
escape stoning simply because they are too numerous.

His Eminence proceeds to ask “  Is it not, then, a 
sign of these last days that in the full revelation of 
God, in the face of Jesus Christ, in the light and the 
glory of God in Unity and Trinity, there should be 
not only those who deny the Lord that bought them,, 
but those also who will not trouble themselves so far 
as to believe or disbelieve his existence.” We are 
not quite sure what he means by “  these last days.”  
If he agrees with Prophet Baxter that the end of all 
things is at hand, we do not see why he wants money 
to build splendid churches. No doubt the existence 
of Atheism is a sign. It is a sign the power of the 
Church to suppress opinion is gone. It is a sign, too, 
that there is no God who concerns himself with sup­
pressing Atheism. If there is a God he could at 
once make Atheism impossible. It is a strange God 
who hides himself from honest seekers. And we tell 
Cardinal Manning that Atheists of all men are honest 
in their opinions, for they have nothing to gain and 
much to lose by their expression. Theirs is the 
modest, manly course of not pretending to know that 
which they do not know. Atheism has extended 
with increased knowledge of nature. Man, who 
recognises himself as one of myriads of beings living 
a few years on a little planet, the satellite of an 
inferior sun, can no longer suppose that all things 
wore created for his benefit. He sees creation 
nowhere, but everywhere evolution. Ho finds 
that tho chief forms of existence are brought 
about by an enormous destruction of life, that 
irayers aro powerless to avert tho evils from which 
le suffers, and that science is his only provi­

dence. Disregard for Deity springs from regard for 
lumanity. Fortunately tho mass of men are, in all 
thoir immediate concerns, practical Atheists, acting 
without regard to any possible deity or devil. Yet 
the Cardinal goes on to say, “  The passive unbelief 
of the ignorant or gross-minded is as abnormal as tho 
privation of sight or speech.”  Does he forgot that 
God is responsible for the blindness and dumbness of 
the ignorant and gross-minded ? If an almighty 
aeing willed, thero could be no dispute about his 
existence or his will. But then thero would bo no 
need of Popo, cardinals or priests. Their occupation 
would bo gone. The Cardinal laments that “  the 
men of to-day are born into a state of privation.” 
Thoy aro deprived of the guidance of his Church. 
Their thoughts and lives and thoso of their wives and 
children are no longer moulded by priests. But tho 
Cardinal will do his best to bring back tho good old 
days when all were subject to tho power of God. And 
we will do our best to prevent him. We hold that 
tho time has gone by for his Church with its supe1"  
natural morality, founded not on tho needs of man, 
rut on tho supposed will of an arbitrary God, and it® 
sacerdotal pretensions to be that God’s interpreter- 
Tho Church has had a fair trial. It stands condemned 
ry history. It has cursed mankind in direct proper' 
tion as it has been strong. We war against it in the 
namo of progress and humanity.

J. M. W bebU e-

Freethinkers in Crowe and district aro invited to attend ® 
meeting at 42 Btown Street at seven o’clock on Sunday D<iI' 
June 8, with a view to organisation.— Cuab, Lewi»,
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FARRAR'S REPLY TO INGERSOLL.

[ c o n c l u d e d .]
D r . F a r r a r  gives a curious list of these gentlemen 
who have given God a certificate. It includes 
Charlemagne, who had such a fine notion of “  evi­
dence ”  that he offered the Saxons the choice of 
baptism or instant death, and so converted them at 
the rate of twenty thousand a day. It includes 
Shakespeare, whose irreligión is a byword among the 
commentators. It also includes Dr. Lightfoot and 
Dr. Westcott, two highly-feed dignitaries of the 
Church. Among the scientific names is that of 
Faraday, who “  had the Christian faith of a child,”  
which is a very happy description, for Faraday 
deliberately refused to submit his faith to any test 
of reason. Dr. Farrar mentions Darwin, Huxley and 
Tyndall as “  exceptions.”  But they cease to be 
exceptions when the names o f Haeckel, Büchner, 
Clifford, Maudsley, Galton, and a score of others 
are added. Among the poets, Tennyson and Brown­
ing may be called believers, but Swinburne, 
Morris, and Meredith are not; and in France the 
foremost living poet, Leconte de Lisle, is a pro­
nounced Atheist. Sir William Hamilton was a 
believer, but John Stuart Mill was not. Dr. Gardiner, 
the historian of England, is a believer, but Grote the 
greater historian of Greece was an Atheist. After 
all, however, this bandying of big names is perfectly 
idle. Propositions must ultimately rest on their 
evidence. What is the use of discussion if we are not 
to judge for ourselves ?

Not only does Dr. Farrar give us a scratch list of 
eminent believers—as though every creed and every 
form of scepticism did not boast its eminent men— 
but he gives another list of assailants of Christianity, 
and declares that it has survived their attacks, as it 
will survive every assault that can be made upon it. 
It survived “  the flashing wit of Lucian,”  which, by 
the way, never flashed upon the ignorant dupes who 
Were gathered into the early Christian fold. It sur­
vived “  the haughty mysticism of Porphyry.”  Yes, 
but how? By burning his books, and decreeing the 
penalty of death against everyone who should bo 
found in possession of his damnable writings. It 
survived “  the battering eloquence and keen criticism 
of Celsus.” Yes, but how? By destroying his writings, 
so that not a single copy remained, and all that can 
be known of them is the extracts quoted in tho 
answer of Origen. Then there ate Hobbes, Spinoza, 
Bavle, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Voltaire, Diderot, 
Strauss and Renan— and “  what have they effected ?”

This is what they have effected. They have broken 
the spirit of intolerance, and made it possible for 
bonest thinkers to express their opinions. They have 
crippled tho power of priests, tamed their pride, and 
■compelled them to argue with heretics instead of 
fobbing and murdering them. They have leavened 
Christian superstition with human reason, and made 
educated Christians ashamed of tho grosser aspects 
of their faith. They have driven Dr. Farrar himself 
to jugglo with the words of Scripture in order to get 
*id of tho infamous doctrine of everlasting torture. 
1'hoy have compelled tho apologists of Christianity to 
altor their theory of Inspiration, to discriminate 
between better and worse in tho Biblo, and to prac­
tise all kinds of subtle shifts in order to patch 
J?P a hollow treaty between religion and science. 
They have loosened the Church’s grasp on the mind

the child, and very largely secularised both privato 
atld public life, which were once under tho domination 
^  priestcraft. They have made millions of Free­
thinkers in Christendom, shaken the faith of the very 
Worshippers in their pews, and helped to create that 
?70r growing indiflerence to religion, which is a 
heme of wailing at Church Congresses, and bids fair 
® absorb all the sects of theology, as the desert 

absorbs water or the ocean a fleet of sinking ships.

What have they effected ? Dr. Farrar’s article 
furnishes an answer. Fifty years ago what dignitary 
of the Church would have replied to an “  infidel ”  
except with anathemas and the terrors of the law ? 
Now the proudest of them rush to cross swords with 
Colonel Ingersoll, and, although they do it with a 
wry face, they shake hands with him before beginning 
the combat. Fifty years ago what “  infidel,” if he 
openly avowed his infidelity, had the remotest chance 
of occupying any public post ? Now Mr. John Morley 
is Mr. Gladstone’s first lieutenant, and Mr. Bradlaugh 
himself is marked out as a member of the next Liberal 
administration. All this may be “  nothing ”  to Dr. 
Farrar, but it is much to Freethinkers, and they need 
not argue who has the best reason to be satisfied.

Dr. Farrar proceeds to tackle Ingersoll’s agnos­
ticism. In doing so he explains why he introduces 
the word “  infidel.”  He does not desire “  to create 
an unfair prejudice.”  Why then does he use the 
word at all ? Certainly he is incorrect in saying that 
“  the word has always been understood to mean one 
who does not believe in the existence of God.” 
“  Infidel ”  was first used by the Christians as a name 
for the Mohammedans. It was afterwards applied to 
the unbelievers at home. The Deists of last century 
were called infidels. Voltaire and Thomas Paine are 
arch-infidels, and both believed in the existence of 
God. Johnson defines “  infidel ” as “  an unbeliever, 
a miscreant, a pagan; one who rejects Christianity.”  
Bailey as “  a Heathen, or one who believes nothing 
of the Christian religion.” A similar definition is 
given in Richardson’s great dictionary. It is clear 
that Dr. Farrar’s etymology is no improvement on his 
manners. He covers a bad fault with a worse excuse. 
We are ready, however, to make allowance for him. 
His mind is naturally loose, and he is rather the slave 
than the master of his words. In the very next para­
graph he says that “  our beliefs are surrounded by 
immense and innumerable perplexities,” forgetting 
that if they are immense they cannot be innumerable, 
and if they are innumerable they cannot be immense.

Ingersoll’s arguments against theology are reduced 
by Dr. Farrar under four heads : “  first, tho difficulty 
of conceiving tho nature of G od; secondly, the 
existence of evil; thirdly, the impossibility of 
miracles; and fourthly, the asserted errors and im­
perfections of tho Bible.”

“  Is it possible,”  asks Ingersoll, “  for the human 
mind to conceive of an infinite personality V’ Dr. 
Farrar ^replies, “  Why, certainly it is ; for human 
minds innumerable have done so.”  But have they ? 
Dr. Farrar knows they have not. He knows they 
cannot. Otherwise he would not argue that we are 
bound to believe in the existence of things which are 
inconceivable.

“ Can the human mind imagine a beginningless 
being?” asks Ingersoll. Dr. Farrar evades the ques­
tion. He gives us another dissertation on conceiv- 
ability. He asks whether Ingersoll believes “  thero 
is such a thing as space,”  and presently calls it “  an 
entity.”  We venture to say that Ingersoll believes 
in nothing of the kind. You may call space “  a 
thing,”  but it is only indefinite extension, as time is 
indefinite succession. The metaphysical difficulty 
arises when we try to use the word infinite in a 
positive sense. Then wo are brought face to face 
with antinomies because we are trying to transcend 
tho limit of our faculties. Still, it is absurd to affirm 
that “  space is quite as impossible to conceive as 
God.”  W e know extension by experience, and 
increasing it ad infinitum  is rather an exercise in 
transcendent geometry than in practical reason. But 
what experience have we of God ? Is it not easier 
to conceive that to be unlimited, of which we have 
some knowledge, and of which we have never found 
the limits, than to conceive that to bo unlimited of 
which we have no knowledge at all ? And if God be 
considered as a personality—without which he is not
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God—is it possible to combine infinitude and per­
sonality in the same comception ? Dr. Farrar affirms 
that it is. We say it is not, and we appeal to the 
judgment of every man who will try to think 
accurately.

With regard to the existence of evil, all that Dr 
Farrar can say is that it is a mystery. Now a 
mystery, in theology, is simply a contradiction 
between fact and theory, and arguing from mystery 
is only justifying a particular contradiction by a 
general contradiction. Dr. Farrar must also be 
exceedingly simple to imagine that it is any reply to 
Ingersoll to appeal to St. Paul. Nor is it permissible 
to argue from the assumed “ restoration of all 
things ”  which is to take place in the future, unless 
conjecture and argument are the same thing, in which 
case it is idle to discuss at all, for every time the 
Christian is beaten he has only to start a fresh assump­
tion. It is foolish, likewise, to complain that the 
argument from evil is an old one, and that there is 
“  nothing new in the reiterated objection,”  for there 
is nothing new in the reiterated reply, and the objec­
tion remains unanswered. The Catholic theologian 
would address Dr. Fari’ar in the same futile fashion. 
He would reply to objections against Transubstan- 
tiation, for instance, that they are musty with age and 
have been answered again and again.

Dr. Farrar finally sees he has a poor case and 
resigns the argument. After trying to explain away 
a great deal of the world’s evil by saying it is 
“  transitory,”  which is questionable; or “ phantasmal,”  
which is a mockery; he ends by throwing up the 
sponge altogether. He admits ho has “  no compact 
logical solution of the problem,”  and cries out in 
despair that the theologians “  are not called upon to 
construct theodicmas.”  But that is precisely what 
they are called upon to do, and if they cannot do it 
they should have the modesty to be silent. It is 
their function to “ justify the ways of God to men.” 
Let them perform it, or confess they cannot, and retire 
from their pretentious business.

But wo must bo just to Dr. Farrar. He does 
supply two arguments, not for God’s goodness, but 
for God’s existence. The first is “  the starry heavons 
above.”  Did they come by chance?—as though God 
and chance were the only possible alternatives, or as 
though chance were anything but contingency arising 
from human ignorance!

“  The starry heavens above.”  “ It is all very well, (jcntlemen, 
hut who made these ?”  asked the young Napoleon, pointing to 
the stars of heaven, as he sat with tho French savans on the 
deck of the vessel which was carrying him to Egypt, after they 
had proved to their satisfaction that there is no God. To most 
minds it is a question finally decisive.

Colonel Ingersoll must smile at this childish logic. 
No doubt to most minds it is finally decisive. Who 
made tho world or tho stars ? is a pertinent question 
to those who have been taught that they were made. 
It is an idle question to anyone with a moderate 
acquaintance with astronomy. On that subject the 
French savans were better informed than Napoleon.

Dr. Farrar is erroneous in supposing that the 
Atheist or Agnostic is bound to “  account for tho 
existence of matter and force.”  Accounting for them 
can only mean explaning how they began, and the 
Atheist or Agnostic is not aware that they had a 
beginning. The “  source of life ”  is a question that 
biology must solve. Until it does, the “ infidel”  
waits for information. No light is shed upon the 
problem by supernatural explanations. Still less is 
the “  infidel ”  called upon to account for “  the freedom 
of the will.”  He knows of no such freedom as Dr. 
Farrar means by this phrase. As for “  the obvious 
design which runs through the whole of nature,”  it is 
bo obvious that Charles Darwin wrote, “  the longer 1 
live the less I can see proof of design.”

The second of the two things that are “  ample to 
prove the being of a God ”  is “  the moral law within.”  
Dr. Farrar asserts that Conscience “  is the voice of

God within us.”  But assertion is not proof. Colonel 
Ingersoll would reply that Conscience is the voice of 
human experience. No student of evolution would 
admit Dr. Farrar’s assertion. The origin and 
development of morality are seen by evolutionists to 
be perfectly natural. It is futile to make assertions 
which your opponent contradicts. Argument must 
rest upon admitted facts. Dr. Farrar strikes an 
attitude, makes dogmatic statements, draws out the 
conclusion ho has put into them, and calls that 
discussion. He has yet to learn the rudiments of 
debate. The methods of the pulpit may do for a 
pious romance called the L ife  o f  Christ, but they are 
out of place in a discussion with Colonel Ingersoll.

Misled by his fondness for preaching, Dr. Farrar 
has forgotten two of the four heads under which he 
reduced Colonel Ingersoll’s arguments. He says 
nothing about “  the impossibility of miracles ”  or 
“  the errors and imperfections of the Bible.” But 
these are the very points that demanded his atten­
tion. The existence of God, and the problem of 
evil, belong to what is called Natural Religion. Dr. 
Farrar is a champion of Revealed Religion. He is 
not a Deist but a Christian. He should therefore 
have defended tho Bible. His omission to do so may 
bo owing to prudence or negligence. He has given 
us fifteen pages of “  A Few Words on Colonel 
Ingersoll.”  We look forward to a “  Fewer Words 
on Dr. Farrar.”  G. W . FOOTE.

A C I D  D R  O P S .
Lord Wolesley is a curious specimen of the militant 

Christian. Of late he has been urging the duty of drilling 
school-children in order to make them good fighters—we 
suppose after the pattern of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Last Saturday afternoon he went a step farther in pious 
exhortation. After laying the foundation stone of a new 
church at Harringay, he preached a sermon on faith, which 
he regards as the one thing needful. According to the 
Wolesley creed, it is not righteousness, but faith that 
exalteth a nation; and as France is not noted for this 
particular virtue, Lord Wolesley declared that she was 
hopelessly lost. To make the declaration more offensive, 
he quoted the words of “  a great German statesman,”  who 
said to him, alluding to France, “  What can you hope from 
a nation that has no faith in it ?”

Such a public insult to a friendly nation by a man in Lord 
W olesley’s official position is nothing less than a scandal. 
His foolish incontinence of tongue has more than once 
brought him into troublo, and he surely should be repri­
manded for this fresh offence. Very likely, as before, when 
he was brought to book by Lord Salisbury, he would climb 
down and roar like any sucking dove. Anyhow, it is high 
time to tell this bouncible soldier, who brought homo King 
Coffee’s umbrella from Ashantee, and didn’t rescue Gordon 
from Khartoum or get near it, that his achievements do not 
entitle him to indulge in the license of insulting nations with 
whom we are on terms of amity. If he must display his 
silliness, let him go on chattering about the dangers of the 
Channel Tunnel; or, better still, let him resign his sword 
and take a pulpit.

Our pious contemporary, the Christian Commonwealth, has- 
a queer way of speaking of its betters. “  This man,”  k 
says, “  has told the world why he is an Agnostic.”  The 
“  this man ”  is Colonel Ingersoll. How hard it is f° r 
Christians not to bo impudent to Freethinkers.

By the way, there is an article in the C. C. on “  bra*0' 
friction.”  W e should hardly have thought that a burning 
question with its readers.

Mr. Spurgeon reviews The Atheist Shoemaker in h1® 
monthly magazine. He praises it as “ a beautiful stor/i 
and says it “  should be given away among Atheistic shoe' 
makers, of whom the world hath not a few .”  At the sam 
he gives the Rev. Hugh Price Huges a shrewd dig >D 
ribs. “  It is a pity,”  Mr. Spurgeon says, “ that the nam^ 
and address of Herbert [the blessed shoemaker J are 0° 
given, for it would make it fair, logical, weighty testimony
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with tho man’s former companions. We fail to guess the 
reason for making the convert anonymous when the name 
of his spiritual guide is given so openly.” Well said, Mr. 
Spurgeon. But when you read our exposure—and we are 
sending you a copy—you will no longer “ fail to guess ” 
-Mr. Hughes’s reason. ____

By the way, we have some copies of our exposure of the 
Hughes’s story still remaining, and as the lie is being circu­
lated and advertised we hope Freethinkers will continue to 
circulate its refutation. ____

The Rev. H. R. Haweis, in an article on the Broad 
Church in the June Contemporary, commences by stating 
two facts— (1) Intelligent men refuse to take H oly Orders. 
(2 ) Intelligent men refuse to attend Church. H e fancies 
this can be got over by the admission that dogmas which 
Were once true are so no longer. W e fancy that when men 
come to see that God’s revelation is in this category they 
will begin to doubt the utility o f churches and ministers. 
Mr. Haweis and his like, with more ingenuity than inge­
nuousness, continue to put new wine into the old bottles, 
Unheeding the warning of their master upon this matter.

' Dr. Henry Van Dyke offers 100 dols. to the babies ward 
of a New York hospital if anyone will produce a passage 
from the writings of Calvin in which he unequivocally 
declares that all dying infants are elect and saved. He 
points out that, while Calvin’s adversaries accused him of 
believing in infant perdition, he never denied it.

“  Tho doctrine of hell,”  says Ingersoll in the Twentieth 
'Century, “  is now only for the poor, the ragged, the igno- 
Tant. Well-dressed people won’ t have it. Nobody goes 
to hell in a carriage— they foot it. Hell is for strangers 
•and tramps. No soul leaves a brown-stone front for hell—  
they start from the tenements, from jails and reformatories. 
In other words, hell is for the poor. It is easier for a 

•camel to go  through the eye jbf a needle than for a poor 
man to get into heaven, or for a rich man to get into hell. 
The ministers stand by their supporters. Their salaries are 
paid by the well-to-do, and they can hardly afford to send 
the subscribers to hell.”  ____

Walter Hayne, the hero of tho Spring Palace fire, is to 
have a monument at Fort Worth, Texas, and ample provision 
is to be made for his family. He personally saved a 
hundred women and children. AVhen tho flames were 
beyond control he appeared at an upper window with 
another fainting woman in his arms. There was but one 
chance. He jumped, n e  broke the woman’s fall with his 
ow n body, and was killed on the spot, whilo she was 
uninjured. Brave fe llow ! W e would rather make a 
pilgrimage to his grave than to that o f any saint in the 
calendar. Yet, if the Christian religion be true, and Walter 
Hayne’s views were unsound, ho is gone to hell. Ever­
lasting fire is his reward for saving a hundred lives from 
the flames. What a disgusting creed ! Every honest man 
should spit upon it. It is too vile for argument.

It is not usual for French advocates to appeal to the old 
Jew books for arguments in favor of their clients. In the 
great case of the Comptoir d'Escompte, prosecuted for fore­
stalling copper, Maître Buit argued that such speculation 
tvas of divine origin. “  What was Pharaoh’s dream but a 
Warning voice from above to speculate ? There never was, 
added Maître Buit, such a great forestalling operation as 
Joseph carried out when ho filled tho granaries of Egypt 
With corn.”  r

An infamous sentence has been passed upon Moses 
Harman, th9 editor of Lucifer. He is a very plain-spoken 
sexual reformer, and did not shrink from printing an 
unusually strong letter from one of his correspondents. 
Bor this offence he has actually been sentenced to five 
years’ imprisonment and a fine of three hundred dollars, 
which he is never likely to pay. Such a sentence makes 
one gape with wonder. Would any judge who was not a 
Wretched bigot pass it, or would it bo tolerated by any 
People not eaten out with hypocrisy? The wife-beaters 
uud woman-outragers are at large, and this well-meaning, 
"mistaken, man is treated as a criminal of the deepest dye. 
Even if society— God bless its sweet, pure soul !— felt 
obliged to discountenance such a publication as Lucifer, one

would think that a week’s imprisonment would suffice, at 
least to begin with. But five years! It takes one’s 
breath away. Yet this happens in America, where they 
are holding meetings to protest against the Czar’s treat­
ment of political prisoners. “  Frailty, thy name is woman,”  
says Hamlet. That’s a mistake. But this is true—• 
Hypocrisy, thy name is Christian civilisation.

Instead of savagely torturing Moses Harman, Christian 
society should deal with its own black sheep. Here are 
three items from one American paper. Robert Willis, the 
San-Francisco evangelist, is charged by his wife with 
extreme cruelty and conspiracy to put her in a lunatic 
asylum. The Rev. Mr. Hyde, Protestant missionary at 
Honolulu, says that Father Damien’s leprosy was brought 
on by his vices and uncleanness. Ex-priest Martin, o f 
Montreal, who became a Protestant in order to marry, has 
deserted his wife and children, leaving them to destitution, 
and returned to the Catholic Church.

There was a very pretty squabble out in New Zealand. 
Mr. Henry Yarley (? Butcher Varley) said that no man 
could live free of sin, and that Christ alone was perfectly 
holy. Mr. W . Birch, of the Baptist Tabernacle, undertook 
to refute this. He maintained that a sinless life was possible, 
and that he had attained it. But a scene of sad disorder 
ensued, and the meeting broke up amid “  ructions.”  Full 
details are lacking. Very likely the sinless Birch used 
some strong language at the finish, but that goes for 
nothing. He couldn’t well have beaten H oly J. C.

“  Ingersollism ”  is causing great excitement in Yankee- 
Iand. The latest gentleman to take the field on the orthodox 
side is Professor Phelps, late U.S. Minister to England. 
Addressing the Yale divinity students, he has uttered some 
remarkable nonsense, the more remarkable as coming from 
a lawyer. He actually argues that “  it is too late to raise 
the question as to the credibility ”  o f the Gospels. “  The 
time has come,”  he asserts, “  to say that this is established, 
if anything can be established by human evidence.”  
Indeed 1 Why precisely the same may be said o f witch­
craft. Even sceptical historians have remarked that there 
is superabundant41 evidence ” — as such evidence goes— of 
the truth of this superstition. Is Professor Phelps ready to 
accept witchcraft and to revive the witch laws ? Of course 
not. But in that case he is bound to give up his argument.

Professor Phelps is mistaken in supposing that the legal 
doctrine of possession is applicable in this controversy. 
“  Society,” he says, speaking as a lawyer, “ society could 
not stand if it did not respect the right o f unchallenged 
possession of property. W e do not ask a man to go back 
of twenty years if everybody has acquiesced in his claim.”  
But this is a mere matter of practical prudence. Applied 
to history, philosophy and religion, it would givo perpetuity 
to every legend, every false principle, and every dogma 
that once succeeded in getting itself established. Such a 
doctrine puts the Protestant Reformers out of court, and 
condemns the Christian missionaries who try to disturb the 
faith of the “  heathen ”  in creeds that are older than Chris­
tianity itself. _ _ _

“ Truth can never be confirmed enough, though doubt- 
did ever sleep,”  said a wiser man than Professor Phelps—  
namely, William Shakespeare. Christians, however, don’t 
want their faith confirmed. They don’t want it tested. 
W hy ? Because they fear the result.

There is another fallacy in Professor Phelps's argument. 
Christianity has never been in “  unchallenged possession ”  
of its documents. “  There is positive proof,”  writes the 
Rev. Dr. Giles, “  in writings of the first ages o f Christianity, 
that the same question as to the age and authorship o f the 
books o f the New Testament was even then agitated, and 
if it was then set at rest, this was done, not by a deliberate 
sentence of the judge, but by burning all the evidence on 
which one side of controversy was supported.”

Put that in your pipe and smoke it, Professor Phelps ; 
and cease teaching that if a lie is believed long enough it 
becomes a truth. ____

Just another word to Professor Phelps. W hy does he 
degrade himself by appealing to the lowest prejudices o f
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Christian auditors ? “  W ou’d you,”  he asked, “  like to be 
tried for your life by a jury of Mohammedans or Brahmins ?” 
W ell, why not ? Native judges in India are as just and 
honorable as English judges ; and what is there in Moham­
medans, who are proverbially more truthful than Christians, 
to prevent twelve of them from returning a true verdict 
in a case in which they have no personal interest ?

A t Cirencester on Monday the Rev. W . F. Gover, rector 
of Oaksey, was fined £2 and costs for being drunk when in 
charge o f a horse and cart, at South Cerney, on May 19.

body, but did not inform his hearers that Parker was driven 
out of the Unitarian Church because he went too far.

The Viligance Society and other worthies who have been 
so energetic in suppressing the portrait of a lady performer 
at the Aquarium, might notice the statement of Mr. Samuel 
Smith, M.P., that “  some of the most willing publishers of 
obscene and offensive advertisements were the proprietors 
of religious papers.”  Samuel Smith, M .P., is an authority. 
He has probably the keenest nose for obscenity of any man 
in England.

Rosina Price, a servant girl, who hanged herself at 
Hampstead, left a piece of paper, on which was written : 

Let but my fainting heart be blest 
With tby sweet spirit for its guest;
My God to thee I leave the rest.

Thy will be done.
The verdict was “  Suicide while of unsound mind.”

A  married man named William Meredith, who occupied 
the position o f treasurer to the Salvation Army at Newtown, 
has been committed to trial on a charge of indecent assault 
upon a member of the Army named Elizabeth Evans, aged 
fourteen years. According to the evidence the intimacy 
arose through attending the meetings in the Victoria Hall, 
and took place in the private room for the use of officers.

“  He doeth all things well.”  An Armenian village has 
been completely destroyed by an earthquake— Leprosy is 
extending in the Australian colonies,— Last year it is com­
puted that 203 persons were killed by wolves in Russia ; 
the number of wolves does not seem to diminish; according 
to official statements it is over 170,000.— A hailstorm in 
Bulgaria has thrown down telegraph posts, destroyed the 
crops and damaged many public buildings.— The Rev. J. W . 
Sharpe, vicar of North Leach, Gloucestershire, dropped 
down dead in a cricket-field.

Dr. T. Hodgkin contributes a paper entitled “  A  Pales­
tinian Utopia ”  to the Contemporary Review. He shows 
that the H oly Land is one of the most God-forsaken of 
much-visited places. The worst bridle path in Cumberland 
is equal to the royal high road of Palestine. The Holy 
Land is a country without posts, newspapers, schools, 
doctors or justice. The cottages are without glazed 
windows, and the house is also the cow-byre. The 
Jews are corrupted on the one side by the bounty of their 
co-religionists, and on the other by Christians who seek to 
convert them. All this is to be altered by the country being 
placed under an International Commission. But what will 
the Turk, who is in possession, eay ?

Canon Girdlestone finds a confirmation of H oly Writ in 
the fact that ihe names o f six of the Babylonian months are 
almost identical with those of the Jewish months: Nisan, 
Sivan, Chisleu, Tebeth. Sebat and Adar. This is only 
another proof that the Jews were adepts at borrowing, and 
indicates that much even of their chronology came from 
Babylon. _____

The Church papers are getting anxious as to what the 
judgment of the Archbishop of Canterbury will be in the 
case of the Bishop of Lincoln’s trial, and whether the Bishop 
will conform to the judgment. The Church Review, one of 
the organs of the Ritualists, counsels submission to the 
decision, whatever it be, but a writer in the Church Times 
says if the Archbishop bases his decision of those of the 
Privy Council, it must be repudiated as those of the P. C. 
have been. It is evident there are all the elements of a 
very pretty quarrel arising out of the trial.

The missionaries of Calcutta are protesting against the 
new municipal bye law, which is intended to put a stop to 
preaching in public squares. They want preaching but not 
discussion. -------

A t the soiree of the British and Foreign Unitarian 
Association Dr. Sadler said Unitarians had never been 
received into cordial Christian fellowship by other denomi­
nations, though they had produced many champions against 
unbelief. Of course Unitarians seek to mitigate their own 
heresy by attacking those who go  a little further. The 
Rev. J. H. Allen, of the American Unitarian Association, 
spoke o f Theodore Parker as an eminent member o f that

When Mr. Foote lectured at Portsmouth he was opposed 
by a Mr. Millett, who deliberately misread a passage from 
John Stuart Mill’s Three Essays on Religion, making him say 
the very opposite of what he had written. Mr. Foote got 
hold of the book, read out the omitted words, and exposed 
the wretched creature to public contempt. Yet this Millett 
is puffed in the Christian Citizen as having effectually dis­
posed of Mr. Foote— when he had left the town ! Now, as 
ever, the Christians will not only pardon but approve any 
liar, if he lies for the sake of their faith.

Mr. Mead, the magistrate who presides at the Thames' 
Police-court, has done a public service by calling attention 
to the discreditable imposition of vestries in issuing the 
notices for a church rate on the same form that the general 
services and poor rate is made out, and with the words “  if 
the rate is not paid a summons will be issued,”  when the 
fact is that in law the payment is entirely optional.

After Mr. Gladstone’s curious Rip Van Winkle attitude 
towards Darwinism it is worth noting that even in the 
Methodist Times evolution is frankly accepted by the Rev. 
S. E. Keble, who says that “  To account for man’s signi­
ficant resemblance to the animal on any other theory than 
that of Evolution is, I think, very difficult, and the attempt 
involves us in some intellectual vagaries and evasions.”  Of 
course Mr. Keble tries to make out that Evolution and 
Christianity are quite compatible. That is not a matter, 
however, to discuss in a paragraph. Our point is this— the 
clergy begin to see that Evolution can no longer be resisted.

“  Gallant little Wales ”— we mean the principality, not 
the Prince— is evidently going to the Devil. The Rev. 
Cynddylan Jones, travelling secretary o f the Bible Society,, 
declares that fifty persons would not go  to hear a great 
preacher at Cardiff on Saturday afternoon, “  free, gratis, 
for nothing,”  but fifteen thousand would readily pay »- 
shilling each to see a football match. Dreadful I

Catholicism succeeds in India by assimilating itself to the 
native superstitions and adopting native festivals. The 
Bombay Catholic Examiner claims that there are 1,275,000 
Roman Catholics in India, besides 400,000 belonging to the 
Portuguese jurisdiction of Goa.

The Rev. J. R. Diggle has unfrocked himself. Ceasing-, 
to be a clergyman ho is eligible for a seat in Parliament. 
Like one o f the gentlemen in the parable, he has “  married 
a wife,”  and as she has plenty of money Mr. Diggle turns 
hiabackon Jesus Christ, scorns the pulpit, looks down upon 
the soul-saving business, and wants to become a politician- 
Well, we wish him success, for he is a very able man, and 
has been a notable chairman of the London School Board, 
n is  principles, o f course, are oppoaed to ours, but able’ 
men in parliament are better than duffers. But what of 
this text ?— “  No man, having put his hand to the plough» 
and looking back, is tit for the kingdom of God.”

Sunday trading is occupying the attention of the clergT  
o f Somers Town. A meeting on the subject has been held 
in the parish-room, Christ Church, with the Rev. P- 
O’Brien in the chair, and a resolution passed calling on the 
“  clergy and ministers ”  to take “  energetic measures 
against the “  growing evil.”  This is evidently a cleric* 
move, prompted by trade motives. For our part, we thin» 
it is doomed to failure. The old fashioned Sunday has 
received its death blow. People are not going to worK 
seven days a week— there is no fear o f that; but the notion 
of everybody resting on the same day is seen to bo absurd- 
Most people will rest on Sunday, but a minority will havo 
to minister to public requirements then, and take their res 
at another time. Let the clergy whine and wail, or g rUD 
and thunder, to this complexion it must come at last-
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday morning, June 8, at 11, Gladstone Radical Club, 22 

Baroness Road, Hackney Road, E., “  The Future of Labor.” 
Sunday evening, Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, London, at 

7.30, “ Heresy at Oxford.”

June 15, Manchester; 22, Liverpool; 29, Reading.
July 13, Hall of Science; 27, Hall of Science.
August 3, Camberwell; 10, Hall of Science; 17, Hall of 

Science; 31, Birmingham.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica­
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, Londom, E.C. 

T he Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year, 
3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7Jd. Australia, China and Africa : 
—One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. lOd.; Half Year, 5s. 5d. 
Three Months, 2s. 8Jd.

Scale OF Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 
repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires iA a 
colored wrapper.

W. A. N e w c o m b  sent parcels of literature to Motherwell, 
Wexford, Blackpool, and London. He is cleared out for the 
present.

W. E. W.—Cuttings are always welcome.
S. S t a n d r in o  notifies the re-opening of the Tottenham out­

door station for the summer months. Local Freethinkers 
are desired to sustain the enterprise, and the services of one 
or two earnest Freethought missionaries would be vory 
welcome.

J. F r a s e r .—Thanks. See “ Sugar Plums.”
Quiz.—The pamphlet was not priced. It seems to be circulated 

for the author by the Ulster Secular Society.
E. P in d e r .—The scoundrel is hardly worth so much spaco. 

Wo note the fact, however, that when sky-pilot Johnson 
eloped from Leicester with Mrs. James, he left “  his own 
wife and eight children, one at the breast, quite destitute.”

0. K . L a p o r t e  wants to know where he can obtain the Free­
thinker near Camden Square. Can any reader inform him ? 

J. Ross.—Yes, it does look like a now version of the Kilkenny 
cats story. The paragraph was not our own, but quoted 
from a Christian paper.

II. B o r l a n d .— Our compliments to the gallant little band at 
Dum Dum. Write to us whenever the spirit moves you. 
The Truthscelcer subscription is three dollars per year; wo 
don’t know about the extra postage. Address, 28 Layfette 
Place, New York. The Liberator is threepence weekly. 
Address, 456 Bourko Street West, Melbourne.

E. W. O s b o r n e .—See “ Acid Drops.”
J, B r o w n , sec. N.E. Secular Federation, acknowledges the fol- 

fowing subscriptions: Nowcastlo Branch, 9s.; Mr. Purvis, 
2s. Cd.; Gateshead collection, Is. 5d.

W. L e m a i t r e ,—The extract does not specifically refer to reli­
gious superstition. In the eagerness of your Freethought 
you have, wo think, credited the writer with more than ho 
meant.

W . W a r r y .— The “  convert ”  you refer to was not ono of tho 
National Secular Society’s lecturers nor a member of the 
Society. I f he has found Jesus for tho usual consideration, 
wo are not at all sorry. To call this seedy, drink-sodden 
individual a “  Secular leader ” is worthy of his convertor’s 
genius.

B r a n c h  S e c r e t a r ie s  are requested to bo more careful when 
sending Lecture Notices. Camberwell has last week’s sub­
ject for this week’s lecture. Birmingham notice has no 
lecturer’s name. Bethnal Green afternoon notice makes 
Mr. Marshall lecture on Mr. Moss’s morning subject.

J- B u r r e l l .— The “  extraordinary bill ”  is sent us about onco 
a month. It has been printod in hundreds of papers for over 
so many years. Readers aro requested to note that wo don’t 
want any more copies of that bill for putting a new tail on 
the Devil, etc.

Papers R e c e i v e d .—Neues Freireligiöses Sonntags Blatt— 
Der Arme Teufel—Western Figaro— Liberator— Truthseoker 
■—Ironclad Age— Bulletin des Sommaires—Menschenthum— 
Progressive Thinker— Fair Play—Freidenker—Freethought 
“ -Fritankaren—Cosmopolitan— Boston Investigator—  Echo 
“ -Seafaring—Secular Thought— Liberator—Lucifer—Star— 
Morpeth Herald—Vancouver Weekly News A dvertiser- 
Women’s Suffrage Journal—Church Reformer—Notes and 
Queries— Manchester Guardian—Maldon Express—Nazareno

THE FREETHOUGHT FUND.

A Fund is being raised to enable the National 
Secular Society to extend its work and organisation. 
Members and friends are invited to give a yearly 
donation. A list will be kept, and the annual sub­
scribers will be periodically applied to for their pro­
mised contributions. It is earnestly hoped that all 
will give according to their means. The wealthy 
should subscribe their pounds, but as much value is 
attached to poorer men’s shillings. If every reader of 
the Freethinker were to join the National Secular 
Society, and subscribe something above the minimum 
of one shilling, the Society would be able to carry on 
the propaganda of Freethought with tenfold vigor and 
success.

Already acknowledged £58 11s. 8d.
Seventh List.

£  s. d. £  s. d.
W. Brierley 0 10 0 John and James 1 0  0
J. Brierley 0 10 0

[Mr. Forder, who is not well, has a further list, which will he 
acknowledged next week.]

S U G A R __ P L U M S .
Mr. Foote lectures this evening at the London Hall o f 

Science on “  Heresy at Oxford.”  He will deal with t.he 
volume entitled Lux Mundi, written by the clergy of Pusey 
House, who are all High Churchmen. It goes a great deal 
farther than the once famous Essays and Reviews, ?.nd is 
causing much excitement in orthodox circles. The Bif.hop of 
Lichfield and Archdeacon Denison have fulminated ag ainst it, 
and Canon Liddon has been to Oxford to counteract its- 
influence. __

The first meeting of the new N. S. S. Executive will be 
held on Wednesday, June 25, at the Hall of Science. Branches 
should appoint their members of the Council by that time. 
A  full attendance is necessary. Very important business will 
have to be dealt with. ____

Mr. J. O’Donovan’s article on the Decline, of Calvinism will 
appear in our next number. Press of matter excludes it from 
the present issue. ____

An important meeting will be held at Manchester on 
Saturday evening, June 14, in the Sf.-cular Hall, Rusholme 
Road. Delegates are to attend from fill tho South Lancashire 
Branches of the National Secular Society for tho purpose of 
forming a Federation for the district. Branches that have 
not yet appointed representatives should do so immediately. 
Mr. Foote will preside at tho meeting.

A meeting of the Yorkshire Secular Federation was held 
on Sunday, June 1, at Laycock’s Temperance Hotel, Kirkgate, 
Bradford. Arrangements were made for a monster demon­
stration to be held at Shipley Glen on June 8. The object is 
to stir up the latent Freethought of the neighborhood, and a 
resolution for the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws will be pro­
posed. It is hoped that Freethinkers who live within 
reasonable distance will come and help to make it a success; 
— R obert A tkinson. _____

Mr. C. J. Hunt has been winning golden opinions in the 
Tyneside. Mr. Brown sends us a glowing account of bis tour. 
The open-air lectures were especially successful. At Blyth 
he had a long discussion with a Presbyterian minister.

Mr. Hunt's two nights lectures at Blyth aro both well 
reported in the Morpeth Herald, which devotes a leaderette 
to the subject, in which it praises his courtesy and reflects 
upon his opponents. ____

A  select concert will be held at the Battersea Secular Hall, 
Prince of Wales’s Road, on Wednesday, June 11, for thepur- 
Dose of defraying the expenses of furnishing the hall. This 
Branch has had to buy all new chairs, the ones previously 
used having been only lent; therefore the finances are in a 
low state. There will bo an excellent entertainment, and 
Freethinkers who can attend, as well as those who cannot 
attend, should buy a ticket (sixpence), which can be obtained 
at the ball, or of Mr. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street.

“ ■North Western Gazette—Loyal American— South Wales 
Echo—Tocsin— Barnet Press—RcadingObserver—Nowcastlo 
Lhroniclo.
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The Liberator, of Melbourne, prints in full Mr. Foote’s 
address to the members of the National Secular Society upon 
being elected President.

The army Freethinkers at Dum Dum have formed a 
Branch of the N. S. S. It begins with twenty-two members. 
The promoters engaged the only available room in Dum Dum 
for the preliminary meeting, but the Christians threatened to 
starve the proprietor, and for his sake the engagement was 
cancelled. The meeting was finally held in the open air. 
This was on May 4. Afterwards the Adjutant of the Buffs 
called two members of the Branch before him, and told them 
if they held any kind of meeting in the barracks he would 
confine them for disobeying orders. Happily this bigoted 
martinet cannot touch them outside. The men are full of 
enthusiasm and mean business. They have ordered a parcel 
of literature for sale and distribution.

"We can give any Branch a parcel of back numbers of the 
Freethinker for distribution at open-air meetings. Applicants 
should state how many they can use. The parcels must be 
fetched from our office.

We are issuing a new edition of James Thomson’s Satires 
and Profanities. This includes all the principal pieces in the 
original edition ; the pieces, in short, that fall most properly 

ader the title, and that are best worth preserving. A
nplete reprint was financially out of the question, besides 

, . g unnecessary. The price of the new edition is one 
v-]]- ng- The volume includes “  The Story of a Famous Old 

'l 1 i F irm ”— that is, Jehovah, Son, and C o .; “ Religion 
. Rocky Mountains ” — “  Christmas Eve in the Upper
Circles ’ '— “  Church of England ” — and some
other pie» "eS) formin£ the cream of Thomson’s genius in this
direction. ------ -

The cone. ’ udin2 numbers of Bible Heroes, so long but so 
J delayed, are now ready, and the Second Series

will be ready a n volame form nest woek-

Mr Foote it 1 engaged on a new edition of his Bible 
Romances, which 1 has long been out of print The first 
instalment, “  Tho Creation Story, will be published on the 
first of July. A
fortnight afterwards . -
a m p lified , and the ret !t 13 carefully revised.

The Jewish Chronicle reports a lecture by the Rev. Isidore 
Harris at the West Lc '"don Synagogue on Judaism and 
Christianity in relation to tke Bights of Labor. Mr. Harris 
claims that Judaism has bt 'en more favorablo to tho workers 
than Christianity. The lav '8 of Moses he contends mitigated 
slavery while Christianity at a later date confirmed it.

Frecthoughti of San Francisc o, under the ablo editorship of 
Messrs. Macdonald and Putnam,, must be doing a great deal 
of good out West. We are glad to see that the shares of tho 
Freethought Publishing Company are b eing rapidly taken up 
This means that Freethought has “  cor to stay.”  It **■ ^
pleasant to notice the-energy of the le «.tnM mOYOm'^

The M t a  o f t a .  will W a  „  ConvcnUon at 
from July lath  to the 17th. Mr. J. D  ̂ghaw win prcsid0.

Dr. Voelkel, of Magdeburg, has • .  „ l i . j
the Freireligiöse HaaabSdiothek published in a senes ca 
and the Age o f  Reason. an account of Thomas Paine

The Bruno- statue re' -------  . . ,
manship and honor f ' -oives much admiration for its work- 
Arnold do Brescia jr  ita subject, and in addition to one to 
t. j -  ai . it is also proposed to erect a monument to
Pompeyo de A • burnt in 1556. On this a Catholic
journal say faat „  tbe existing fanaticism continues, Rome, 

. the entire land of Italy, bids fair to become one 
jgue’s Gallery ’ in marble, stone and bronze.

E l Libre Examen is the title of a newspaper which has 
been started in Caracas (Venezuala), and is editc Y • ■
Leon Garcia. Its object is to support and spread FreethougUt 
in Venezuala, one of the most bigoted republics in south 
America, and the Eldorado of skypilots.

According to the Daily Graphic a collection of valuable 
cuneiform tablets has just arrived from Babylon. They are

fresh instalment will be issued every 
Much of the work is re-written and

documents of a legal, commercial, and fiscal character, varying 
from b .c . 2300 down to two centuries before the Christian 
era. One pair of tablets, dating about B.O. 2,200, reveal 
the curious fact that there were at that time a class of men 
in Babylon who obtained children to be adopted by wealthy 
men who had no family. These men received a regular com­
mission from both parties.

B.O. 2,200 is about seven hundred years before Moses is 
supposed to have received the rudiments of civilisation from 
God Almighty. What a race of “  stretchers ”  were the scribes 
of Palestine! Query— was it this adoption of children in 
in Babylon that suggested the idea of Moses being adopted by 
Pharaoh’s daughter ? Located in Egypt, where a rigid system 
of caste prevailed, the incident is absurd.

THE ASCENSION AND ASTRONOMY.

“  And when he had spoken these tilings, while they beheld, he 
was taken u p ; and a cloud received him out of their sight." 
—Acts i., 9.

“  We maintain that the body of Christ even after his resur­
rection and ascension is a true human body with all things 
pertaining to the perfection of man’s nature.”—Bishop Harold 
Brown’s Exposition of the Thirty-nine Articles, page 106.
It is a noteworthy sign of the times that religious magazines 
publish articles on scientific topics. Such articles have no 
effect in sustaining religious belief; they are simply inserted 
as a tribute to the spirit of the times— to make the serial- 
interesting to the general reader, and thus to make it sell.

Not only are articles on science powerless to “  save souls ”  
but they are very likely to foster scepticism. To insert 
articles on science in a religious paper may be compared to 
building up a house of cards with one hand and pulling it 
down with the other, I was reminded of this simile when I 
read recently, in ono of the class of magazines alluded to, an 
article on the Ascension and another on Astronomy.

Now, if the reflection that the ascension story is renderod 
ridiculous by astronomy forces itself upon the mind of ono 
reader upon comparing these articles, tho conjecturo sooms 
not unwarranted, as all sane minds are of the same general 
pattern, that some similar idea would suggest itself more or 
less strongly to the intelligence of other readers.

The thoughts aroused within my own mind by the perusal 
of the two articles to which I have referred I moan to state as 
briefly as I can, and that they make tho Ascension story 
appear absurd and improbable— not to say impossible, for tho 
highest authorities assure us that this is a word wo should bo 
exceedingly chary of using— will, I think, bo admitted with* 
out hesitation.

The story goe3 that Jesus left this earth direct for heaven 
in his bodily form. Tho general stylo of going there is to 
leave the body behind, and this, of course, does not seem 
nearly so wonderful. This ascension, wo are told, was wit­
nessed by his disciples who gazed upwards in amazement as 
“  a cloud received him out of their Bight.”  The writor of 
the artjcjQ on this subject, having discovered that clouds are 
merely massos of " vapor and consequently unable to support a 
man’s weight, thinks this statement so obviously incredible 
that he explains, “  tho cloud was ono probably composod of 
angels.”  It does not occur to him that this cloud of angels 
when they left the earth’s atmospkero would bo unable to 
make use of their wings, or evon to breatho ; and an attempt 
to explain such a little matter as that of the cloud while 
leaving untouched other far greater difficulties is like strain 
ing at a gnat and swallowing a camel.

Now, the word ascension, as pointing out any particular 
direction’ a body might tako on leaving the earth on a 
journey into space, is rendered meaningless by the fact tha 
the earth is a globe rotating on its axis round an ell>P3̂

If we imagine a top spinning and a microscopical insect o  ̂
it endeavoring to jump off, wo may form some aim notion 
the difficulty Jesus would encountor on taking his depar ur  ̂
from this earth which rotates on its axis at the rate of ° 
thousand miles every hour ; and this illustration, rough th°uo  ̂
it is, enables us to understand clearly that the direction ^  
his journey— supposing a straight course steered— woum ^  
determined by the precise moment at which he succee e ^  
overcoming the earth’s attraction. An error on his Pal 0. 
the extent of half a second would have had serious con 
quences, because however small the divergence between - ^  
lines— i.e., the true course and the false one may aJ 
their commencement, the distance between them increa" o?0r 
they longthon, so that, on a long voyage, a mistako, no
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small initially, would land its perpetrator a long way from 
his port of destination.

Assuming that Jesus made his calculations correctly, 
without the aid of a chronometer, sextant, or nautical 
almanac, for there were no such things in those days, and 
allowing for the fact that modern theologians, in order to 
explain errors in his reported utterances, allege that in 
taking on man’s nature he also shared his ignorance, which, 
at the time he lived in was of the grossest kind, it yet 
remains to be considered how he reached heaven while there 
was any life in him.

On leaving the earth he is represented to have started at a 
somewhat moderate rate; had he put on full speed before 
getting out of the atmosphere, which offers considerable 
opposition to anybody passing through it, he would have 
dissolved into the elements, and vanished in a streak of flame, 
after the manner of a meteorite. Supposing, then, that 
after getting out of the earth’s atmosphere he travelled at 
the same speed as light (one hundred and eighty six thousand 
miles per second) it would have taken him three years and a 
half to get as far as the nearest fixed star, Alpha Centauri, 
and, keeping up the same rate of speed, he would not have 
reached the farthest visible star even yet.

Great as is the speed of light, Jesus must have travelled a 
great deal quicker, for we are told he reached his journey’s 
end safely and “ sitteth at the right hand of God.”  How 
he kept his breath, and how he obtained food during this 
stupendous journey, are questions which might well puzzle 
the heads of theologians.

Another element of difficulty in his flight through space 
which has to bo taken into account, as it would render futile 
any attempt to make use of the stars to guide him in his 
course, is presented by the fact that, after leaving the earth’s 
atmosphere ho would bo plunged into pitch darkness, for wo 
are instructed by physicists that waves of ether only form 
light when they have some state of matter to impinge against 
and that therefore all interstellar space is pitch dark.

These are some of the difficulties with which theologians 
ought to grapple, and when they have succeeded in smoothing 
them away, with the valuable assistance of the learned 
President of the Eoyal Society, and offered some explanation 
of how Jesus overcame the force of gravitation, and of the 
nature of the energy which rushed him through space, and 
also informed us of the attitudo his body assumed with refer­
ence to its flight— whether, for instance, it went headlong, or 
feet first, sideways, or backways, or doubled up with a rotatory 
motion— for these details, trivial as they may appear, are 
essential towards forming a correct apprehension of the affair 
•—they will then have to furnish proof that the event ever 
happened, for at present there is none whatever.

This most wonderful of the wonderful achievements of 
Jesus took place in the year a .d . 33,— 1857 years ago, so 
that, as the sun is dragging its planets after it at the rate of 
154 million miles a year, wo have left the point of spaco from 
which Jesus commenced his journey about 285,978 million 
miles behind u s ; to the Christian, no doubt, a melancholy 
reflection, as from this fact it may be presumed that heaven 
lies somewhere in the same backward direction, and that we 
are thus over increasing our distance from it. If the centre 
round which the sun moves is also changing its position, and 
this is inferred by astronomers, the distance mentioned may 
1x3 immensely greater than I have stated it to bo.

To the old Jews the Ascension story appeared easily credible 
because, not to speak of their superstitions on other matters, 
they believed tho earth to be motionless, and heaven just 
above the firmament, i.e., tho blue sky ovorhead, which they 
regarded as a solid expanso with the sun and moon and stars 
fixed in it, and worked bohind by angels. Childish, however, 
*loe3 the story seem when wo consider that the sun, round 
"duch our little planet keep3 circling, is only ono of tho
countless million suns in tho path of tho Milky Way__that it
18 one of the smallest of them, and that each one of these 
funs, with which the sky appears white by reason of their 
mnurnerablo multitude, most probably has its planets revolving 
around it similarly to the sun of our own system.

Tho relative insignificance of tho portion of space occupied 
by our sun with all its planets revolving around it was well 
shown by Professor Norman Lockyer when lecturing recently 
° n the meteoritic hypothesis.

A photograph of the nebulas in Orion being reflected and 
^agnified on a screen about twelve feet square, ho remarked 
that the space within the orbit of tho outermost planet of our 
solar system, represented on the reflected and magnified 
photograph on the screen only as large a surface as ho could

cover with the point of his stick. And it must be noted that 
the photograph had been taken by aid of the telescope, and 
that to the unassisted eye the part of the sky from which the 
entiro photograph had been taken would appear no larger 
than a shilling piece.

Stray meteors must have presented a serious danger to 
Jesus in his heavenward flight, but these nebulae, or suns in 
course of formation, covering such vast spaces, must have 
been hard indeed to “  circumwent,”  as Mr. Weller used to 
say, and once within their fiery influence there would have 
been little chance of survival even for the great thauma- 
turgist himself. J. E. B oose.

ENCHANTING THE BOD.
Tune—“ Vililcins and his Dinah."

As Moses was tending his dad-in-law’s herds,
Jehovah spake to him, and these were his words :
“  Don’t draw too near, Moses, but pull off your shoes, 
I ’ll give you the tip how to lead out the Jews.

“  Go down and tell Pharaoh I want them let out 
To cook me some lamb while green peas are about;
For since they’ve been captive, as he may suppose,
No sweet smelling savor has come near my nose.”

“  0  Lord,”  cried poor Moses, “ my speech is so slow,
I ’m certain King Pharaoh will not let them go ;
Besides, by the Jews I will not be believed,
They’ll ask me from whom I tho message received.”

“  What’s that in thine hand ?”  “  Why,”  said Moses, “  a
stick.”

“  Well, cast it down there, I’ll show you a trick 
I ’m sure will convince tho most sceptical Jew :
I am that I am gave the order to you.”

Mo threw down his hazel, when lo and behold !
It became a live cobra— so we have been told—
And so frightened Moses he gave it leg ba il;
But Jehovah called out, “  Catch a hold of his tail.”

Then Moses came back and laid hold of the snake :
The feel of its scales made him all of a shake.
“  Hey, presto 1”  again cried this conjuring God,
When lo 1 in an instant ’tvvas onco more a rod.
“ You see,”  said Jehovah, “ what excellent sport 
You’ll have with the wizards about Pharaoh’s court ;
I know he will not let the Hebrews depart,
I ’ve taken precautions to harden his heart.
I want to impress this great truth on his mind,
That I am Jehovah, tho boss of mankind—
That no other god on the earth’s worth a sou :
So go tackle Pharaoh and see what I ’ll do.”

Thus the rod was enchanted and ready to use,
And Moses trugded off to deliver tho Jews ;
And the tricks he performed, with the help of the Lord—  
Lo ! are they not written in God’s Holy Word ?

T. Clark.

SCHOOLBOY BLUNDEBS.

Tho Private Schoolmaster prints somo amusing answers 
given by schoolboys, for tho truth of which tho writer, him­
self a schoolmaster, vouches :—

SCRIPTURE STUDIES.
It is not perhaps generally known that “  Christ appeared 

to two disciples as they were going to Mass,”  or that “  Adam 
and Eve were tempted by tho servant.”  A  rather Irish piece 
of information is contained in the statement. “  The only light 
in tho Holy of Holies was darkness.”  “  Abraham turned 
Ishmael out of doors because Sarah saw him trying to wean 
Isaac.”  Tho answer to the question, “  What did Gallio do 
when the Apostles wero brought before him ? runs as
follows :__“  He cut their hair, and sent them away again.
When Peter saw in a vision a great sheet lot down from 
Heaven full of clean and unclean beasts, the directions he 
received were— “ To clean them.”  “  The parents of Moses, 
when they could no longer hido him, put him in a burning 
bush,”  with what result is not stated. “  Seth was so called 
because ho married Adam instead of Abel.”  “  The Israelites 
travelling through tho wilderness were fed on mammoth.”
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COLONEL INGERSOLL SPEAKS.

A t the nineteenth anniversary banquet of the Lotos Club, the 
literary club of New York, Col. Ingersoll was one of the dis­
tinguished guests. Here is a portion of his speech :—

“  Sometimes I  think, and especially when I am at a meet­
ing where they have what they call reminiscences, that a 
world with death in it is a mistake. What would you think 
o f a man building a railroad knowing that every passenger 
was to he killed— knowing that there was no escape ? What 
would you think of the cheerfulness of the passengers if 
everyone knew that at some station the name of which had 
not been called out, there was a hearse waiting for him ; 
backed up there, horses fighting flies, drivers whistling, 
waiting for you ? Is it not wonderful that the passengers on 
that train really enjoy themselves ? Is it not magnificent 
that everyone of these, under perpetual sentence of death, 
after all can dimple their cheeks with laughter; that we, 
everyone doomed to become dust, can yet meet around this 
table, as full of joy as spring is full of life, as full of hope as 
the heavens are full of stars ? I tell you we have a good deal 
of pluck. And yet, after all, what would this world be with­
out death ? It may be from the fact that we are all victims, 
from the fact that we are all bound by common fate ; it may 
be that friendship and love are born of that fact; but what­
ever the fact is, I am perfectly satisfied that the highest 
possible philosophy is to enjoy to day, not regretting yester­
day and not fearing to-morrow. (Applause.) So, let us 
suck this orange of life dry, so that when death doth come 
we can politely say to him, ‘ You are welcome to the peelings. 
What little there was we have enjoyed.’

“  But there is one splendid thing about the play called life. 
Suppose that when you die that is the end. The last thing 
you know you are alive and the last thing that will happen 
to you is the curtain, not falling, but the curtain rising on 
another thought, so that as far as your consciousness is con­
cerned you will and must live for ever. No man can remember 
when he commenced and no man can remember when he 
ends. As far as we are concerned we live both eternities, the 
one past and the one to come, and it is a delight to me to feel 
satisfied and to feel in my own heart that I can never be 
certain that I have seen the faces I love for the last time. 
When I am at such a gathering as this I  almost wish I had 
had the making of the world. What a world I would have 
made! In that world unhappiness would have been the only 
sin ; melancholy the only crime ; joy the only virtue. And 
whether there is another world nobody knows. Nobody can 
affirm i t ; nobody can deny i t ; nobody can collect tolls from 
me claiming that he owns a turnpike (applause), and nobody 
can certainly say that the crooked path that I follow, beside 
which many roses are growing, does not lead to that place. 
He does not know. But if there is such a place I hope that 
all good fellows will be welcome.”

THE BIBLE.

We understand that this excellent work has a large sale, 
but on inquiry we learn that it is very seldom read, and that 
it is principally used for making entries of births, marriages 
and deaths. This is a pity, as it gives away your eldest 
daughter when a probable match calls and turns over the 
leaves of the family Bible, and sees her real age knocking 
about. Some of the narratives in this very ingenious compi­
lation are calculated to effect considerable good, but we have 
some hesitation about recommending it for perusal by a mixed 
class of young men and young women. Certainly, if this 
work were more generally read, we should all be better than 
we are, but as most of us yearn to be much worse, we are 
filled up with grave fears that this estimable book will go on 
increasing in sale without being read any more. Some of the 
lessons taught are very sublime, and we rather like the idea 
of Abraham going up the mountain to burn up his son Isaac. 
We quite sympathise with Abraham. We know what these 
young Jews are. There is also a pleasant story of King David 
taking a fancy to another gentleman’s wife, and getting him 
killed in order that he (the King) might enjoy the lady’s 
society without the fear of a divorce court citation. The 
expedient seems unnecessary to our modern minds, which 
take their impressions from what is proceeding in fashionable 
society. Despite this defect, however, we have no hesitation 
in recommending a more extensive perusal of this noble book. 
— Sporting Review.

CEEEDS.
This is the age of revision. Churches are all hurrying to 

catch up with the world. There is a desire to square ideas 
with facts, and shape beliefs with knowledge. Religion must 
suffer in this process. Something will be lost, but only 
what is bad, false and wrong. Creeds are out of date. 
They are behind the times. They are the dead leaves from 
the tree of knowledge, the dead branches on the tree of life. 
The world’s faith is in the living; in the bud, the blossom, 
the promise of things— not in the husk, the shell, in dead 
and useless things.

New creeds are to take the place of old ones, What people 
believe now, not what people believed hundreds or thousands 
of years ago, must be put into a confession of faith. For a 
man to profess what his father and mother believed is to 
make birth useless and existence valueless. We are to live to 
add to life, not to repeat it. Is theology the only thing that 
people believe ? Is religion the only thing that people put 
their trust in ? A  theological creed has to be accepted with 
the eyes shut. We want a creed of the heart, of the head, of 
the senses, of the whole man. There is no theology worth 
believing in. The creed of the Church is a gravestone.

I f  we were to make a creed for the world of man to accept 
we would make it out of human hearts. We would go where 
a man had helped another; where a woman had sat beside 
the sick and suffering; where man had been crucified for 
being true, where he had been burned for being honest; 
where he had stood against the world protesting against its 
wrongs and proclaiming the right, and where he had fallen 
with a martyr’s crown upon his forehead ; and we would 
write these into a creed, and have man say : I believe in men 
and women who have led good lives, who have taken the un­
fortunate by the hand and lifted up the fallen, who have 
pardoned a woman’s fault, who have showed their love of 
truth by being true, and who have done right even when they 
were wronged for so doing.

The grandest life is the grandest creed ; and if man’s faith 
was faith in what has made the world better and brighter 
and happier, ho would be better off than by believing in a 
God that is cruel, unjust and unkind, and in a heaven where 
the highest joy is found in laughing at those who are in hell.

—Boston Investigator.

BUDDHISM AND CHRISTIANITY.
Mrs. Lonomens, who was seven years at the Court of 

Siam, says that on one occasion she read some of the Gospels 
to these royal ladies. We may be pretty sure it wasn’t about 
cursing the fig-tree, more probably the sermon on the mount. 
They were delighted. “  Why, he is just like Buddha,”  they 
said; “  suppose you call Christ Buddha and we will call Buddha 
Christ I”  On another occasion an ascetic heard her read from 
the high water mark of New Testament literature, Paul’s 
words on Charity, 1 Cor. xiii., “  Though I  give my body to be 
burned,”  etc. “  Ye know not the moaning of your great 
Teacher,”  he said “  Soon I shall pass on to Nirvana, but the 
ashes of my unworthy body are to be scattered on the land of 
the poor and needy to enrich i t ; and yet, as ho saith, even 
that is nothing without illimitable love.”  The Dhammapada 
utters a similar sentiment. It has been conjectured that Paul 
had heard of the Hindu ascetics who gave thoir body to be 
burned, but is it not just possible that the famous discourse 
on charity itself originally emanated from India where this 
reference would be most natural ?

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .
A printer, in setting up “  All are but parts of one stupendous 

whole,”  by mistake of a letter mado it read : “  All are but 
parts of one stupendous whale 1”

At a Jewish School.—Teacher: “  What fault did Joseph’s 
brothers commit in selling him ?” Smart boy : “  Please sir, I 
know, sir. They sold him too cheap."

Little girl (looking at a one-legged man)—“ Oh, mamuml 
Where was ho made ?” Mother : “  Made in Heaven, my dear. 
Little g ir l: “  Why don’t he go back and got finished ?”  T

Little V iola : “  Mama won’t oo turn up, an’ sit wid mo till I 
dit aseep ?” Mamma: “  Mama’s busy, darling, and can’t com® 
now. Run back to bed, my pet, the angels arp with y °uv  
Viola : “  Dat’s wat oo said before, mama, but the angels didu t 
show up an’ I ’s lonesome.”

A refractory youngster was being sharply rebuked by h|s 
mother for his numerous transgressions. “  Harry, Harry,”  
exclaimed, “ if you behave in that way you will worry y °u 
father and mother to death; and what will you do without any 
father and mother ?” “  The Lord is my shepherd,” said th®
small boy; “ I shall not want.
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.'] 
LONDON.

Ball’s Pond Secular Hall, 3G Newington Green Hoad, N,, 7, 
Mi'. S. Soddy, “ The English Language and the Confusion of 
Tongues.”

Battersea—The Slied of Truth, Prince of Wales’s JJoad, 7.30, 
Mr. W. Norrisli, “  Christianity and Civilisation ”  (free). Monday 
(at 8), social evening. Wednesday, select concert. Thursday, 
committee meeting. Friday, discussion.

Bethnal Green—At Mr. Simson’s, 2 Railway Place, Cambridge 
Bond, 7.30, a members’ meeting.

Camberwell—61 New Church Road, S.E., 7.30, Mr. A. B. Moss, 
“ Bible Biography."

East London—Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile End Road, 
8, Mr. T. Garner, “  Life’s Duty from a Freethought Point of View.” 

Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C., 7.30, Mr. G. W. Foote, 
“ Heresy at Oxford.”

West Ham — 121 Broadway, Plaistow, 7, the President, 
“ Labor: its Condition and Redemption.”

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Battersea Park Gates, 11.15, Mr. W. Norrish, “ The Teachings 

of Christ.”
Bethnal Green—Opposite St.John’s Church, 11.15, Mr. A. B. 

Moss, “  Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds.”
Camberwell—Station Road, 11.30, Mr. F. Haslam, “ Civilisation 

and Progress.”
Clerkenwell Green, 11.30, Mr. G. Standring, “  Why Christianity 

is Dying.”
Edmonton—Corner of Angel Road, 0.30, Mr. J. Rowney, “ Is 

the Bible a Civilising Power ?”
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand), 3.30, Mr. S. Standring, 

“  Good and Evil.”
Hyde Park, near Marble Arch, 11.15, Mr. G. Standring, “ Chris­

tian Evidences. June 11, at 8, Mr. W. Heaford, “ Bible Bar­
barities.”

Kingsland Green, 11.30,M r.P.H . Snelling, “ Faith or Freedom.” 
Mile End Waste, 11.30, Mr. W. Heaford, “ Secularism Superior 

to Christianity.”
New Southgate, Betstyle Bridge, 11.30, Mr. Sam. Standring, 

“ Working Men in Parliament.”
Old Southgate—On the Green, 7, Mr. Sam Standring, “ An 

Atheist’s View of Right and Wrong.”
Plaistow Green (rear the station), 11.30, a lecture.
Regent’s Park, near Gloucester Gate, 8.30, Mr. F. Haslam,«  Why 

I am a Secularist.”
Tottenham—Corner of Seven Sisters Road, 3.30, J. Rowney, 

“  The Resurrection."
Victoria Park, near the fountain, 11, Mr. J. Marshall will 

lecture.
Westminster—Old Pimlico Pier, 11.30, Mr. C. J. Hunt, “ The 

Life and Character of Christ."
Wood Green—Jolly Butchers’ Ilill, 11.30, Mr. T. Thurlow, 

“  Salvation.”
Woolwich—Beresford Square (opposite the Arsenal gates), 7, 

Mr. C. J. Hunt, “  Life and Character of Christ.”
COUNTRY.

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent; lectures, 11, "Can 
Christ Atone for the Sins of Men 3, “ Theosophy or Material­
ism ?” ; 7, “  Christianity and Women.”

H anley— Secular Hall, 51 John Street, 7, special meeting, for 
consideration of the report of Conference.

Liverpool Branch N.S.S., Camden Hall, Camden Street— 7, 
Mr. Haslam, “  Knowledge versus Beliefs”

Manchester—Rushohne Road, Oxford Road, 6.30, Mr. E. Stanley 
Jones, “  Creation and Evolution.”

Newcastle—4 Hall’s Court, Newgate Street, 11.30, meeting of 
Sunday Music League. On Newcastle Town Moor, 6.30, first con. 
cert of season by band, under the leadership of Mr. Wood.

Sheffield-Hall of Science, Rockingham Street, excursion to 
Rotherham Park; members and friends meet at Midland Station, 
train starts at 2 p.m.

South Shields—Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, King 
Street, 7, yearly meeting and election of officers.

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
Artiiuh B. Moss, 44 Credon Road, London, S.E. — June 8 

(morning), Bethnal Green, (evening), Camberwell; 15 (evening), 
Ball’s Pond ; 22 (morning), Olerkenwell; 29 (morning), Mile End, 
(afternoon), Victoria Park. July 6 (morning), Pimlico, ( vening), 
Woolwich; 13 (morning), Mile End, (evening), Camberwell; 20 
(afternoon), Victoria Park. _______________

H. Smith, 3 Breck Place, Brock Road, Everton Road, Liverpool. 
■-June 15, Birmingham.

E. Stani.k i J ones, 3 Let a Street, City Road, Walton, Liverpool.— 
June a, Manchester; 29, Rochdale. July 20, Sheffield.

T. T iiurcow, 7 Dickson’s Villas, Rutland Road, East Ham,— 
"Une8 (morning), Wood Green; 15 (morning and evening), Bat­
tersea; 22 (morning), Camberwell. Suly 14 (morning), Wood 
Breen.

Toii>hajj.Ga*ner, 8 Heyworth Road, Stratford, London, E.— 
f  Une 8 (evening), East London.

2d. each. PARTS I. and II. 2d. each.
WHY AM I AN AGNOSTIC?

NEW PAMPHLETS BY
COLONEL Ii. G. INGERSOLL.

PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.’S LIST.
-------- o--------

All orders to be sent, with remittance, to R. F ordek, S3 Stonecutter 
Street, London, E.C, Rate of postage— Orders under Sd., one halfpenny ; 

orders under 6d. one penny. Orders over 6d. post free.

G. W . FOOTE.

P R IS O N E R  F O R  B L A S P H E M Y . Cloth ...............
A Full History of his Three Trials and Twelve 

Months’ Imprisonment. Copies in paper covers, 
soiled, 6d.

IS  S O C IA L IS M  S O U N D ? .................................................
Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie Besant.

S u p erior  e d it ion , in cloth .....................................
C H R IS T IA N IT Y  A N D  S E C U L A R IS M  ..............

Four Nights’ Public Debate with the Rev. Dr. James 
McCann. In paper covers.

S u p erior  ed ition  in cloth ......................................
IN F I D E L  D E A T H -B E D S  ......................................

Second edition, enlarged.
S u p erior  e d it ion , in cloth ......................................

D A R W I N  O N  G O D .............................................................
S u p er ior  ed it ion , in cloth ......................................

Contents:—Darwin’s Grandfather—Darwin’s Father—Darwin’s 
Early Piety—Almost a Clergyman—On Board the “ Beagle”— 
Settling at Down—Death and Burial—Purpose of Pamphlet— 
Some Objections—Darwin Abandons Christianity—Deism- 
Creation—Origin of Life—Origin of Man—Animism—A Personal 
God—Design—Divine Beneficence—Religion and Morality— 
Agnosticism and Atheism.

D E F E N C E  OF F R E E  S P E E C H  ..........................
Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before Lord Cole­

ridge. With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.
L E T T E R S  TO J E S U S  C H R IS T  ..........................
P H IL O S O P H Y  O F S E C U L A R I S M ..........................
T H E  B IB L E  GOD .............................................................
T H E  F O L L Y  OF P R A Y E R  ......................................
T H E  IM P O S S IB L E  C R E E D  ... ..........................

An Op_-n Letter to the Bishop of Peterborough on 
the Sermon on the Mount.

C H R IS T IA N IT Y  A N D  P R O G R E S S ..........................
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone.

T H E  S H A D O W  O F T H E  S W O R D ..........................
A  moral and statistical Essay on War.

R O Y A L  P A U P E R S .............................................................
Showing what Royalty does for the People, aud what 

the People do for Royalty.
M R S . B E S A N T ’ S T H E O S O P H Y  ..........................

A Candid Criticism.
T H E O S O P H Y  A N D  S E C U L A R IS M ..........................

A  Rejoinder to Mrs. Besaut.
T H E  N E W  C A G L IO S T R O  ..............  -

An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
W H A T  W A S  C H R IS T  ? .................................................

A Reply to J. S. Mill.
T H E  D Y IN G  A T H E IS T . A  Story ..........................
W A S  JE S U S  I N S A N E ? .................................................

A  searching inquiry into the mental condition of the 
Prophet of Nazareth.

B IB L E  H E R O E S —First Series, in elegant wrapper ... 
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham, 
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) II >ly Moses II., (9) 
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephthali and 
Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each singly. 

B IB L E  H E R O E S —Second Series, in elegant wrapper... 
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint David I., 
(16) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon, (18) Poor 
Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, 120) Bald Elisha, (21) General 
Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The Prophets (Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea); (24) St. Peter, (25) St. Paul

G. W . FOOTE and W . P. B A LL. ' 
B I B L E  H A N D B O O K  F O R  F R E E T H I N K E R S

A N D  IN Q U IR IN G  C H R IS T IA N S  ..............
S u p erior  e d it ion , in cloth .....................................

Sold also in Separate parts as follows—
B ib le  C on trad iction s .................................................

The Contradictions are printed in parallel columns.
2. B ib le  A b s u r d i t i e s .............................................................

All the chief Absurdities from Genesis to Revelation, 
conveniently and strikingly arranged, with appropriate 
headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence.

3. B ib le  A troc ities  .............................................................
■ Containing all the godly wickedness from Genesis to 
Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for 
easy reference

4. B ib le  Im m o ra lit ie s , Irtdecen cies , O bscen ities,
Broken Promises, and Uniultilled Prophecies

COLONEL K. G. INGERSOLL.
M IS T A K E S  O F M O S E S  .....................................

S u p er ior  e d it ion , in cloth ...
Only Complete Edition published in England 

D E F E N C E  OF F R E E T H O U G H T  ... ... ...
Five Hours* Speech at the Trial of C. B. Reynolds 

for Blasphemy.
R E P L Y  TO G L A D S T O N E  ... -  ...............

With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
R O M E  O R  R E A S O N  ? Reply to Cardinal Manning 
F A IT H  A N D  F A C T . Reply to Rev. Dr. Field 
GOD A N D  M A N . Second Reply to Dr. F ie ld ...............

s. d.
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FREE W ILL AND NECESSITY.
A PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY

CONCERNING

H U M A N  L IB E R T Y .
By ANTHONY COLLINS.

First Published in 1715. Now Reprinted, with Preface and Annotations, by G. W. FOOTE, 
And a Biographical Introduction by J. M. WHEELER.

“  I do not know of anything that has been advanced by later writers in support of the scheme of Necessity, of which the 
germ is not to be found in the Inquiry of Collins.”— Prof. Dugald Stewart.

“ Collins states the arguments against human freedom with a logical force unsurpassed by any Necessitarian.”
—Prof. A . C. Fraser

“  Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of reasoning.”— Prof. Huxley.

“ Collins was one of the most terrible enemies of the Christian religion.”— Voltaire.

PRICE ONE SHILLING.
Superior Edition, printed on superfine paper, and bound in cloth,

Two Shillings.
IPROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING COMPANY, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

“ THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION”
GOD THE IMAGE OP MAN—MAN’S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE THE LAST

AND ONLY SOURCE OP RELIGION.

By L U D W I G  F E U E R B A C H .
“ No one has demonstrated and explained the purely human origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.”

—Buchner.
“  I confess that to Feuerbach I owe a debt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling about in uncertainty for the ground, and 

finding everywhere shifting sands, Feuerbach cast a sudden blaze in the darkness and disclosed to me tho way.”
—Bev. S. Baring-Gould.

Price One Shilling.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. i .

By Dr. T. R. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish P lace, Manchester Square. L ondon,W . 

O f the Author, fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is 2d.
It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth ; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism ; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
Light; Holidays; &c. Also the cause and euro of 
Disease*; Constipation ; Biliousness; Eczema; Black­
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness ; Coughs and Colds; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
W orms; Tape Worms ; The Itch, <fcc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol n.
Of the Author, for Postal Order for  1$. 2d. 

Containing Articles o n : The Healing Power of 
Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health ; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Balt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness ; Want of Energy, <fcc.; Health Hints for Workers, 
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the 
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of 
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Di- 
arrhcea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, &c.

No House is Complete without these Works. 
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which 

Volume you require.
HYGIENIC MEDICINE;

On THE ONLY EATIONAL WAY OF TBEATING 
DISEASE.

Everybody likes it who reads it.
Of the Author, for Postal-order for It. 1 d.

W . J. Rendell’s
a WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” 
and “  W ife’s Hand Book.”  Made solely by 
J. P u l l e n , 15 Chadwell Street, Cierken- 
well, and supplied per post, 2s. dozen. For 
particulars of this Malthusian discovery 
send stamped envelope. Higginson’s 
Syringe, with vertical and reverse cur- 
rent, 3s. 6d. and 4<. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s 
Powder, Is 2d. Quinine Compound, 
Is. 2d. All other Malthusian Appli­
ances. A ll prices post free.

Second Edition. Price 2d. 
VEGETARIAN FALLACIES. By Dr. C. R.
’  Drysdale. A paper read at the Iflealth Con­

gress, Hastings, 1889; with opinions of Sir Edwin 
Chadwick and siveial Doctors, In course of discus. 
6ion. Price 2d.; post free 2|d. R. Forder, 28 
Stonecutter Street, E.C.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. fid. per doz . post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directed 
envelope to

A, MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

GRATIS.
AN ILLUSTRATED 16-PAGE PAMPHLET, contain­
ing extracts from the utterances of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Bishop of Manchester; the Revs 
T. R. Malthus, A. E. Whatham, M. J. Savage, 
Leonard Dawson, — Lawton, n. R. Haweis; the fol 
lowing Doctors •—Allbutt, Allinson, Armstrong, 
Drysdale, PyoChavasse, E. B. Foote, Nicholls, Wilder, 
Raciboreki, Napheys and Roamy. Also Plato, Aris 
totle, Sismondi, Huxley, Mill, and numerous others. 
Should be read by every married and marriageable 
person. Sent on receipt of stamped addressed envelope 
by J. R. HOLMES, Ilanney, Wantage, Berks. 

TESTIMONIALS (Extracts from).
“  The one you sent mo some months since Is

Quite W orn Out
with being lent to so many friends.”

“  Some of us have paid live shillings for less than 
one-tenth of the information.”  _____________

STANTON, the People’ s Dentist. 335 Strand (oppo 
site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 

2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hoars 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18c. 
gold 15s.; stopping, 2s. j>d. extraction, is. painlosa 
by gas, 5s.________________ ______________

HARTNOL.L,
E n g l is h  an d  F o r e ig n  C h e m is t , 

1 a  P I C C A D I L L Y
(Under the London Pavilion Music HallY 

LONDON,. W.
Hartnoll’s Specialities, Appliances and 

Medicated Preparations are 
world-renowned.

Spiral, Douche arid Latest Improved Syringes.
E s t a b l is h e d  o v e r  50 y e a k s . 

P o p u l a t io n  l im it a t io n . - P ractical in.tm c-
tions. Allbutt, Besant, Owen, Knowlton ; 7d. 

eaoh; list* Id .; all post free. F isher, Koburg, Leeds.

THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION.
By Arthur B. Moss.

Hansdomely Bound in Cloth. 2s. Gd.
The “ National Reformer”  says: “ The author has 

long won his spurs as a Freethought lecturer, etc. 
. . one of his best sustained literary efforts.”

The “ Freethinker’ says: “ It is by far the best 
production of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily 
recommend it as an excellent text-book of the subject. 
The matter is good and . the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy flowing stream of 
science, history, ethics and common sense.”

The Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone says: “ I thank 
you for your courtesy, and you may rely upon mo 
to carefully examine the work which you have been 
good enough to send me.”

“ Secular Thought ”  says: “  ‘ The Bible and Evo­
lution,’ by Arthur B. Moss, is by far the best thing 
wo have seen from his pen. It bears marks of deep 
thought and extensive research, and is written in a 
popular but dignified style. Mr. Moss has proved 
himself an apt student of science, as well as an 
effective critic of theology. We can heartily recom­
mend the work.”
Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’ s Court; Progressive 

Publishing Co.

TO MARRIED PEOPLE.
A New and Enlarged

ILLUSTRATED LIST OF MALTHUSIAN 
APPLIANCES AND SPECIALITIES 

Will be forwarded per return of post on receipt o£ 
Id. stamp.

DAVIES, CHEMIST,
101 P A E K  L A N E ,  L E E D S .

T H E  G O D  I D E A .
By V iktob L ennbteakd.

A Lecture, for delivering whioh the author was 
sentenced to six months* imprisonment for Blas­
phemy in Sweden. Translated from tho Swedish, 

with an Introduction by J. M. Wheel» » . 
PRICE TWOPENCE.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

RUBBER STAMPS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen 
or Paper; two letters, Is.; three 
letters. Is. 6d.; any Name, Is. 6“? 
Box, Pad and Ink included. AU 
kinds of Stamps. Patterns fr®®; 
Carriage 2d. extra. F. N. IRETOI* 
and CO., 92 Gracechurch Street, 
London. Agents wanted.

W A N T E D , by a Yonne Man (Member of N. ». S.)> 
> T Permanent Employment as Laborer or Porter ; 

present occupation unhealthy. Apply. Thom** 
Musty, 33 Harrington Street, Allenton, Derby.

Printed and Published Dr G. W. Foote, at 28 Stone­
cutter Street Farrhi^uon Street, London, E.O.


