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M R. G LA D ST O N E  ON T H E  CR EA TIO N  
ST O R Y .

[concluded.]
Now let us return to the centre of Mr. Gladstone’s 
argument. Everything turns upon his convenient 
theory that the six days of creation are not six literal 
days, but six “  chapters in the history of the creation.”  
By this means he seeks to overcome the difficulty of 
the fact that the order of creation in Genesis does 
Hot properly correspond with the teachings of Evolu­
tion. The Mosaic writer, it appears, anticipated the 
modern fashion of writing history, of which we have 
the first great example in Gibbon. His order is not 
strictly chronological, but in accord with his subject 
matter. Thus “  in point of chronology his chapters 
overlay.”  So that, if light exists three days before 
the creation of the sun, the explanation is that the 
Mosaist simply puts them in different chapters, not 
tor chronological reasons, but for a special purpose. 
And what was that purpose ? Mr. Gladstone says it 
v̂as “  to convey moral and spiritual training.”  He 

Coes to the length of saying that “  the conveyance 
of scientific instruction ”  would not have been “  a 
reasonable object for the Mosaic writer to pursue.’ 
An ordinary person might suppose the Deity capable 
of imparting scientific instruction as well as moral 
Histruction, and the Jews capable of receiving the 
one as well as the other. Mr. Gladstone’s theory 
implies a very serious limitation of God’s power, or a 
Ho less serious misconception of the causes of human 
progress. Is not science as necessary as morality ? 
Is there much use in desiring tho welfare of mankind 
without tho knowledge of how to promote it?  W ill 
p good-hearted doctor do a patient any service if he 
is lacking in skill? Buckle, indeed, contended that 
pivilisation was entirely owing to tho advance of tho 
^tellect, and very much the saino contention was 
sdvanced by Macaulay. But here is Mr. Gladstone 
arguing.that ‘ "moral and spiritual training” is most 
necessary, while mental training is so unimportant 
that tho Deity wisely rofrained from taking tho 
trouble to assist us in that respect.

W e have already said that Mr. Gladstone’s inter­
pretation of tho “ six days”  as “ six chapters”  is 
Arbitrary. Neither tho chosen peoplo, nor their in­
spired teachers, over understood their cosmogony 
111 that sense. They existed before tho days of 
aatagonism between the Biblo and Science, when 
How meanings have to bo discovered in every part of 
Bod’s Word. Thoy took the language of Genesis, as 
Bio Church of England presents its Articles, in the 
plain, grammatical sense of the words. It is too late to - - - - -
Th

rescuo tho Mosaist in Mr. Gladstone’s manner., 
i “ six chapters”  theory is worthy of the old 

Parliamentary hand, but he himself perceives its 
inadequacy, or why does he endeavor to show that 
file chronological order of creation is after all in 
“ 'irrnony with tho conclusions of modern science ? 
“ ill it be believed that after pressing hissuper-subtlo 
argument through thick and th in ; after declaring
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that day is not day, and morning and evening not 
morning and evening ; after chiming that the Mosaist 
sacrificed chronology for the sake of shaping his 
chapters so as to convey a moral and spiritual and not 
a scientific lesson; will it be believed that, after all 
this, Mr. Gladstone goes on to argue for so close an 
agreement between Genesis and Science that nothing 
short of inspiration is adequate to account for it ? 
Y et that is precisely what he does. “ The Creation 
Story in Genesis,”  he asserts, “  appears to stand in 
such a relation to the facts of natural science so far 
as they are ascertained, as to warrant our concluding 
that they first proceeded, in a manner above the 
ordinary manner, from the Author of the visible 
creation.” Or as he expresses it in his concluding 
sentences, “  to warrant and require thus far the 
conclusion that the Ordainer of Nature, and the 
Giver or Guide of the Creation Story, are one and the 
same.”

This is clearly a complete change of front. The 
“ six chapters” theory is virtually discarded as 
useless, and Mr. Gladstone proceeds to defend the 
scientific character of Genesis. The Creation Story 
was a scientific lesson after all, only it was skilfully 
disguised. Moses anticipated Darwin; in fact, Moses 
is the original author and Darwin is only the com­
mentator. Such is the true character of Mr. Glad­
stone’s theory, and in arguing it he flounders, as 
might be expected, in a morass of bad science, bold 
assumption, and wild exegesis.

According to Genesis the earth was at first “  with­
out form and void,” a description hard to realise, and 
“  tho spirit of God moved upon tho face of the 
waters.”  Now Mr. Gladstone is aware that “  the 
Hebrew word for earth means earth, and the word 
used for water never means anything but water.” 
How then is this to be explained away ? W hy easily. 
Tho Hebrew word always moans water, but the 
Mosaist meant something else. He meant that tho 
world was at first fluid, and as the people he wrote 
for only knew of one extensive fluid, namely water, 
ho called it water to suit their comprehension. But 
in reality he was adumbrating tho nebular hypothesis. 
That, at any rate, is what Mr. Gladstone argues, and 
wo will not venture to refute him. W o can only 
stare with astonishment at his coolness— not to use a 
harsher word ; and we suspect that tho writers of the 
Creation Story, if they could live again and read Mr. 
Gladstone’s article, would be quite as astonished as 
we are.

Tho Mosaist, it seems, not only sketched (in a very 
occult manner) the nebular theory, but showed how 
“  the chaos passed into cosmos, or, in other words, how 
confusion became order, medley became sequence, 
seeming anarchy became majestic law, and horror 
softened into beauty.”  But chaos is not a doctrine of 
science. It belongs to the old Pagan cosmogonies. 
The laws of nature obtained in the fiery cloud whirled 
off from tho sun precisely as they do now it has 
cooled down into a solid planet. According to Mr. 
Gladstone’s science, if wo may reason from analogy,
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there is cosmos in a cubic inch of cold water, and 
chaos in a cubic foot of steam.

W ith  regard to the existence of light throe days 
before the sun, Mr. Gladstone tells us that it simply 
means (observe how he knows what the Mosaist meffwi 
but did not say) that the sun became visible in that 
stage. The earth’s photosphere, or something, 
cleared away, and “  the visibility of the sun was 
established ” — when there was no one to see it. The 
“  light-power ”  became “  concentrated by the opera­
tion of the rotatory principle,”  a n d -------  But how on
earth are we to go on ? Our gravity is not equal to 
Mr. Gladstone’s. W e  require an interval for laughter.

Modern science has told us the truth about the stars. 
Outside our solar system there are other and mightier 
systems. But it was natural for the Jews to regard 
the stars as dots of light. The sun and the moon 
were the “ two great lights,” and the stars wero thrown 
in with an “  also.” But “  relativity is the basis of 
the narrative,”  and the Mosaist wrote like an igno­
ramus, not because he was not as wise as Herschel, 
but because his readers were too thick-headed to learn 
the truth. He was like the gentleman in the play, 
who “  could an’ he would.”

The Mosaist also tells us that not only grasses, but 
the later fruit trees, grew before the sun shone upon 
the earth. This nonsense was exposed by Professor 
Huxley, but Mr. Gladstone has not profited by that 
discussion. Assuming that the sun, in the Creation 
Story, can be shuffled in before the earth, and that 
our planet was veiled in vapor, he argues that “  there 
were light and heat, atmosphere with its conditions 
of moist and dry, soil prepared to do its work in 
nutrition,” and so the Mosaist is saved by the skin of 
his teeth. But the argument is really too barefaced. 
Fruit trees are not a part of the world’s primitive 
fauna. They are probably later than man himself.

Mr. Gladstone strains his faculties in vain to recon­
cile the Creation Story with palaeontology. He 
cannot work in reptiles and marsupials, so he says 
they did not come within the Mosiast’s “  moral and 
spiritual ”  purpose. Then there is the difficulty that 
fish and fowl are created oh the same day, while 
geology shows they are separated by millions of 
years. But day does not mean day. The Mosaist 
simply puts them in the same chapter, and he puts 
tho fowl after the fish, and that is the right order.

After all this special pleading, the credit of the 
Motaist being saved at every point by incessant 
assumption and forced logic, Mr. Gladstone advances 
to his triumphant conclusion. Tho Creation Story 
is a perfect miracle of scientific anticipation, and. 
if God did not write it who did ? But it will 
be observed that tho old parliamentary hand is silent 
as to the creation of man. “  As the objector is silent,” 
he says, “  I remain silent also.” Tho objector silent, 
indeed ! Whatever objector has Mr. Gladstone in 
his mind ? Tho account of Adam and Eve is the 
most difficult, and tho most ludicrous, pa.t of the 
Creation Story. Up to that point the writer pre­
serves a certain grandeur, however mistaken; but 
the narrative of Adam’s production from dust, and 
Eve’s production from one of his ribs, to say nothing 
of the farce of the Fall, and the six thousand years’ 
chronology, is positively food for mirth. Mr. Glad­
stone is the Rip Van W inkle of religious controversy. 
For seven years Darwin has lain in his grave, 
yet Mr. Gladstone writes as though the Newton of 
biology had never been born. Still Mr. Gladstone’s 
“ silence” is not without its eloquence. It shows 
that the champion of the Creation Story must avoid 
Darwinism. In the light of that great doctrine, 
which has revolutionised the world of thought, the 
Creation Story is an old fable, the drama of Eden 
a Semitic fiction, the Fall a fallacy, and the founda­
tion of the Christian creed a mere fragment of 
oriental mythology.

G. W . FOOTE.

TH E A P O S T L E S ’ SISTER S.

W hen Christians are told of the ill-effects of their 
faith, their usual plan is to attribute these effects to 
corruptions which crept in and tainted the original 
purity and simplicity of the Church. W hy a divine 
revelation should become tainted is not explained, nor 
is proof offered of this original purity. Tho earliest 
Christian writings, those of Paul, exhibit a scene of 
perpetual strife between the apostles who adhered to 
the declaration of Christ that he was sent only to tho 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, and the self-consti­
tuted “  apostle to the Gentiles.” Paul boasts himself 
“  not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles ”  (2 Cor. 
xi., 5 ), speaks of others as “ false apostles, deceitful 
workers ” (v. 13), sneers at James, Cephas and John 
as seeming to be pillars (Gal. ii., 9) and declares he 
withstood Peter to the face because ho acted tho 
hypocrite (v. 11-13).

Paul tells us of the “  envying, strife and divisions 
among the believers (1 Cor. iii., 3 ), whom he accuses of 
being “  drunken” at the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. xi., 21), 
and of having wickedness among them such as was 
“  not so much as named among the Gentiles 
(1 Cor., v. 1).

Speaking of the primitive Christians, Dr. Donald­
son, the editor of the Ante-Nicene Christian Library, 
says in his paper on Christianity and Woman in tho 
Contemporary Review, Sept. 1889 :

“  The sects may bo divided into two classes. Some affirmed 
that marriage was unnecessary, that full liberty had been con­
ceded to them of indulging the passion, and that indeed the 
way to rise to perfection was by a practical acquaintance with 
all forms of action possible to man. Others held that marriage 
was immoral, that the flesh was corrupt; that those who sowed 
to the flesh must reap corruption, and that in the kingdom of God 
on earth as in heaven there is neither marrying nor giving in 
marriage.”

Again bo says :
“  It is one of tho most striking facts in all history that in the 

second century the Christians were universally believed by 
Pagans to bo secret conspirators combined for immoral pur­
poses, and at their trials it was sufficient for a man to confess 
that ho was a Christian to be condemned as a licentious villain. 
The assertions made in regard to them wore that they met in 
secret, that slaughtering an infant they poured his blood into 
a cup, and that passing this cup round they all drank of it, 
that then the lights were extinguished and the men and women 
proceeded to indiscriminate licentiousness.”

O f course Dr. Donaldson does not believe in these 
charges, neither do I. But he agrees there was 
quite sufficient to give color to the accusation.

“  They called each other father and sons, mothers and 
daughters, brothers and sisters. They were in tho habit of 
assembling before dawn, or at night men and women togotlicf 
in private houses to conduct their worship. Tho assembly 
consisted of a strange assortment of characters and grades. 
Tho Apostle Paul, in writing to the Corinthian Church, says to 
them : Be not deceived : neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminates, nor sodomites, nor thieveB, nor 
cheats, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor plunderers, shall 
inherit tho kingdom of God: and these things were some of 
you.”

Two features of the Christian Church which only 
survive in the case of some small sects further 
offered ground for the Pagan charge. These were the 
agapaj or lovo feasts at night when they all supped 
in common, and when, as St. Paul shows (I Cor. xi.) 
sometimes intoxication and riotousness prevailed. 
Tho other was tho custom enjoyed by Paul himself of 
saluting the brethren “  with a holy kiss of love,”  a 
custom found to be dangerous, or it would not have 
decayed, being enjoined upon believers no less then 
five times in the New Testamont, while scores 
other Christian practices— as for instance keeping1 
the Sunday holy— are not enjoined at all.

It  is noticeable that while tho orthodox repelled 
these charges as against themselves, they were quite 
ready to admit they were true of the heretics. SaVs 
the Rev. S. Baring-Grould in his Lost and Hostile 
Gospels, p. 2G. “  Nicolas, a hot Pauline, and hi* 
followers, ‘ rushed headlong into fornication without
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shame ’ ”  [Euseb. Hist. Eccle. iii., 29]; he had the 
effrontery to produce his wife and_ offer her for 
promiscuous insult before the assembled apostles 
[Ibid] ■ the later Pauline Christians went further. 
Irenæus identifies this Nicolas with the one of the 
seven deacons mentioned in Acts.

M. Emile Ferrière, in his work Les Apôtres (Paris, 
1879) expresses the conviction that “ Les Apôtres dans 
leurs missions emenenaient chacun une concubine 
chrétienne.”  He gives a far from flattering portrait 
° f  the twelve apostles, exhibits their obtuse intelli­
gence (Matt, xiii., 36 ; Mark vii., 18), superstition 
(Matt, xiv., 26), cupidity (Mark x ., 24) Jealous rivalry 
(Matt, xviii., 1), ingratitude and cowardice (Matt. 
? xvi., 56 ; Mark xiv., 50). Bad manners (Matt, xv., 2) 
18 added to the indictment. He points out that Christ 
exhorted to celibacy (Matt, xix., 12), that the disciples 
^ere enjoined to abandon not only father and mother, 
hut wife and child (verse 29), and that they regarded 
this as demanding some recompense (Matt, xix., 27). 
They were told that whoever had given up house or 
v̂ife should receive a hundredfold “  now in this time ” 

as well as eternal life in the world to come (Mark x., 
29-30 ; Luke xviii., 28-30). From 1 Cor. ix., 5, M. 
Ferrière argues that it was among the privileges of 
an apostle to carry about with him a sister-woman who 
^as virtually a concubine. Since the apostles had to 
give up their wives, he contends that the “  woman a 
sister ”  there mentioned could not bear the interpre­
tation of being a wife. He points out that these 
sisters, known as agaptæ or “  beloved,” were fre­
quently the occasion of scandal, and remained in the 
Church from the earliest times, not being definitely 
suppressed until the Lateran Council of 1139.

McClintock and Strong, in their Cyclvpcedia of 
Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature, 
article “  Agapetæ,”  say : “  In “the early ages of the 
Church this title was given to virgins who dwelt with 
monks and others professing celibacy, in a state of 
So-called spiritual love. This intercourse, however pure 
and holy it may have been at first, soon occasioned 
great scandal in the Church, and at length became the 
cause of such evils that it was synodically con­
demned.”

Dr. Hefele, in his standard work on the Christian 
Councils, writing on Canon 3 of the Council of Nicæa 
(325) which forbids these Agapetæ Or subintroducta, 
Says: “  In the first ages of the Church somo Chris­
tians, clergymen and laymen, contracted a sort of 
spiritual marriage with unmarried persons, so that 
they lived together, but there was not a sexual, but 
a spiritual connection between them, for their mutual 
spiritual advancement. They were known by the 
same of suneisaktoi, agapetai and sornres”  “  That,”  
ho adds, “  which began in the spirit, however, in 
ïuany cases ended in the flesh.”

In our own time a clergyman, the Rev. Mercer 
Davies, of Chiswick, has argued in favor of Christians 
being permitted to have concubines.* He cites the 
17th Canon of the Council of Toledo, which distinctly 
permits those who live with a concubine to receive 
communion, provided they have not a wife at the 
Same time. The clergyman finds additional reasons 
from the practice of tho Patriarchs. In view of these 
facts it looks as if the question of the primitive purity 
cf the Christians was worthy of reconsideration.

J. M. W iieelee .

According to tho Athenœum, Stanley’s forthcoming book is 
t° have for preface an open letter to Sir William Mackinnon, in 
Vdiick the great traveller “  repeats his determination to testify 
t° the hand of God before the eyes of men.” It is a curious 
study in religious psychology, how adventurous men like 
Stanley are prone to see the hand of God in all their successes. 
Did not Oliver Cromwell call his victory at Worcester “ a 
crowning mercy ” ? What the Scotch thought of it was some­
thing different. The Royalists said Cromwell was in league 
^]th the Devil.

T H E  G O SPEL OF FACT.

P a r t  I.
F acts are stubborn things. As far as man is con­
cerned, facts are everything. .In the pursuit of know­
ledge it is facts we are after, and experience shows 
that, like all things valuable, they are hard to get. 
Schools and colleges and universities are all only 
institutions for the discovery and utilisation of facts, 
while books are the storehouses in which discovered 
facts are preserved for general use. The pursuit of 
fact is what was Stanley's mission into the heart of 
the Dark Continent, as it was the same pursuit that 
moved the great men of old to proceed in their 
memorable voyages of discovery around the world.

Fact and truth are synonymous terms. Both are 
used to describe what we know ; and at any given 
time what we call “  knowledge ” is the sum of the 
facts or truths we have discovered. But unfortunately 
most people make a distinction between Fact and 
Truth; the former, they say, is what they know to be 
true, while the latter includes in addition what they 
only believe to be true. This use of tho term Truth 
is a prostitution of its real meaning. W e cannot 
possibly say that any belief is Truth of which we have 
not actual and trustworthy evidence. To believe a 
statement as true without adequate grounds is exceed­
ingly foolish; to have faith  in its truth is equally 
insane. Faith and Fact are totally inconsistent. Fact 
makes faith unnecessary, for what is a fact, or an 
established truth, renders faith superfluous. Faith in 
reality is only credulity writ large; and people who 
express their faith  in the truth of any statement only 
admit that that statement is not a fact. A  fact stands 
on its own legs. The crutch of faith it can neither 
need nor use.

In man’s intercourse with man fact is the great and 
all-important consideration. Truth in act and truth 
in word are honesty, and honesty is virtue. On the 
other hand untruth in act and untruth in word are 
dishonesty, which is a social crime. In other words, 
fact is a virtue, and anything not in accordance with 
fact or contrary to it is reprehensible. This all- 
important fact which governs every-day life is the 
fact which our senses recognise and accept. Any 
thing extern to this is simply not a fact, and is not 
taken into account between man and man.

In dealing with fact our senses are the sole judge. 
This is self-evident, as indeed is everything I have 
said up to the present, for facts are always self-evident. 
Anything that is not patent to our senses should 
really have no concern for us except as speculation. 
Speculation in itself is harmless, and becomes objec­
tionable only when it masquerades as truth or fact, 
which it has for so long succeeded in doing. Tho 
hold which speculative teaching has obtained on 
men’s minds justifies the disciples of fact in eschew­
ing all speculation and adhering strictly to their 
Gospel, which excludes nothing that is a fact, and 
admits nothing contrary to or unknown to human 
reason.

The Gospel of Fact then is the simplest of all 
gospels. It contains nothing that is not known to 
be true, and truth is simplicity itself. It is not how­
ever a stereotyped, cast-iron sort of gospel. It ex­
pands as human knowledge increases; and it accom­
panies the scientist in his voyages of discovery, 
encourages him in his investigation, and joyfully 
accepts the truths he is able to demonstrate. In short, 
tho scientist— who uses nothing but fact whereby 
to discover other facts, and who deals with nothing 
but what is evident to human reason— is at once the 
founder, the supporter, and the preacher of the Gospel 
of Fact.

While the Gospel of Fact is elastic enough to 
accept discovered truths at all times, it is otherwise a 
stern, inexorable Gospel. No fine theories, however 
plausible or clever, can be included in its tenets, nor* See Hogar, or Lawful Concubinage.
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bo tolerated at all except in so far as they seem to be 
reasonable deductions from established truths.

W hat we know of ourselves and of the world is the 
limit of the Gospel of Fact. That we exist, that we 
have feelings, that we have eyes to see and minds to 
ftink, are the facts that are the groundwork of all 
our knowledge. That there is a world, wonderful, 
grand and beautiful j that there are sun and moon 
and stars, magnificent, brilliant and moving with 
inexorable regularity, are facts that every human 
being is aware of. Practically, this is the sum total 
of the teachings of the Gospel of Fact. This much 
wo know ; more than this we cannot know. Our minds 
are such that it is beyond their power not alone to 
know how the world originated, but even to conceive 
it as originating at all. That the universe is there, 
and that it reveals its nature and its motions to our 
senses, are facts enough for us. Behind this we cannot 
go. Beyond the visible and apparent attributes of 
nature all is mystery and uncertainty; all is incom­
prehensible. The Gospel of Fact shuts it absolutely 
out, and completely ignores it. Because the mind 
cannot unravel the mystery is no reason why we 
should trouble ourselves by endeavoring to account 
for things by plausible explanations and apologies. 
W e  must take things as they are, admit nothing but 
what we know, and not bother about reconciling fact 
with speculation, or speculation with fact.

A s to the origin of Nature, if it had an origin 
within human comprehension, we now know nothing, 
and mayhap may never know anything. As to the 
ultimate destiny of Nature, we are and must be in 
equal ignorance. But this really does not matter. 
Established facts are what we have to deal with, and 
nothing else. As to the origin of life and mind and 
reason, wo are not in such blank ignorance. Evolution 
may not be the absolutely correct theory of the origin 
of species and tho development of the human mind ; 
but it is the nearest to the truth that we have yet 
been able to got. Evolution as a whole may not be 
allowed to form a portion of the Gospel of Fact, as it 
is not absolutely devoid of all speculation ; but in so 
far as its principles are deductions from fact, and in 
strict accordance with human reason, it is not only 
allowable but essential that evolutionary principles, 
in the main, should form a portion of tho Gospel of 
Fact.

It might bo more satisfactory if the Gospel of Fact 
was not so limited as it is. W ith  this, however, we 
have nothing to do. Unsatisfactory or otherwise, 
fact is fact. Wishing things to be different, or trying 
to convince ourselves that they are different, will not 
help matters. I f  wo do try to so convinco ourselves 
we are merely using our minds, which can only com­
prehend facts, for the purposo of endeavoring to 
explain matters which our reason tells us are inex­
plicable. By speculating at random the mind is 
abused, as it is used for purposes for which it is unfit 
and worthless. In strict truth, therefore, tho name 
Freethinker is somewhat paradoxical, as it implies 
a man who denies himself the freedom of mind, to 
soar into tho realms of speculation, whero all is doubt 
and uncertainty.

J. O ’D o n o v a n .
{To le continued.)

The criminal statistics fully justify the expenditure 
devoted to education since the School Board A ct of 1870. 
In 18G8-G9 there was one known thief to every 1 000 of 
the popula'ion. In 1887-88 the percentage had fallen by 
nearly half, and there was only one known thief to every 
1,945. The decrease in receivers of stolen goods is still 
more marked ; in 18G8-G9 there was one in 8,430, in 1887-88 
one in 25,595. Murders have, however, increased, which 
perhaps is not to be wondered at, since every condemned 
murderer is sure to evoke a deal of public sympathy, in 
addition to having secure quarters in Abraham’s bosom.

A C I D  D R O P S .
General Caprivi is apparently as pious as Prince Bismarck. 

In his speech on Monday he said that “  the rifle and the 
Bible must do the work of Christianity ”  in Africa. That 
they will do so who doubts ? They have done it in 
America, and in the course of a century or two the African 
blacks will probably be as rare as the American redskins. 
Their exterminators will pray and prey, and however 
unscrupulous the whi’e policy may be the men of God will 
be found “  to bless it and approve it with a text.”

Any clergyman who wants a striking opportunitv for a 
sermon on Prayer might avail himself of the recent fire at 
a large lunatic asylum near Montreal. Many of the inmates 
were burnt to death, most of the poor creatures having 
been too frightened to move. The rescuers strove with 
great gallantry, and in one or two case* lost their own 
lives. But the per-onage called Providence did nothing* 
After creating the poor lunatics in such a boggled fashion 
that they were incapable of helping ihemselves, he left 
them to their fate when they were threatened by the most 
agonising form of death: W e are not s tying that this 
shocking calamity proves the inefficacv of prayer, or the 
non-existence of Providence; but we do say it would give 
a justifier of the ways of God to men a splendid scope for 
the strenuous exercise of all his faculties.

The newspapers will write nonsense about Mr. Bradlaugh. 
Here is the London correspondent of the Western Morning 
News asking if Mr. Bradlaugh is to be “  a preacher of the 
faith he once reviled,”  and gravely asserting that “ the 
idea is mooted in religious circles, and there are outside 
indications enough to cause it to be regarded seriously, 
even by those who know ‘ Iconoclast ’ well.”  This will be 
news indeed to some who do know Mr. Bradlaugh well, or 
at any rate better than the writer of this oracular rubbish. 
Our old general is very •much talked of at present, and he 
hears a great deal of novel information about hims If. The 
gentlemen of the press credit him with religious virtues, 
which he repudiates every week in the National Reformer•

The Morning News man draws on his imagination very 
freely. He refers to the “  bitter hostility”  shown towards 
Mr. Bradlaugh in “  some of the blatant organs of the more 
blasphemous.” Names, please. But of course they will 
not be given. It is a pious invention «  la Hugh Price 
Hughes.

That funny paper 'The Christian Herald and Signs of Our 
Times looks on the railroad from Jaffa to Jerusalem as a 
fulfilment of prophecy. The Bible writers, however, quite 
forgot to mention any of the inventions of modern science. 
W e guess the railway will help cut up the supposed sanctity 
of the Holy Land.

The same paper, under the heading of “  Anecdotes and 
Incidents at Gospel and Temperance Meetings,” has a story 
of a nameless “  gentleman ”  who until the last five month» 
was “  an infidel and a follower of Charles Bradlaugh and 
Mrs. Besant.”  This “ gentlem an”  was in the habit of 
jeering at his wife and religion, and, after the usual fashion 
of infidels, “  burnt her Bibles and religious books.”  But 
she, good woman, never ceased to pray for him, and he is 
now “  a believing, faithful [but nameless] Christian.”

“  H. S. B.” writes to the Ilornsej and Finsbury Pari' 
Journal asking that the ¡Secularist lectures in Finsbury 
Park shall not be allowed “  to poison the sweet stillness of 
the Sabbath and the minds of our people ”  He says he 
shall bring the matter before the London County Council, 
but is evidently doubtful of the result since he asks, “ Could 
not some Evangelist, accompanied by a good choir, &  
something to remedy the sad state of affairs of which I 
complain.”  “  H. S. B.”  evidently trusts to Freethought 
being suppressed by authority or by noise rather than by 
argument.

According to the Weekly Times and Echo, “  the casuistry 
with which Mr. Gladstone evades the object’ous of plaUl 
people to the oovious fact that the author or authors o* 
Genesis contradict themselves hopelessly in the first chapter 
is worthy of a Jesuit.”
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The chaplain of the American House of Representatives 
on April 30 caused consternation by protesting’ against the 
blasphemy used during a debate. The States seem to have 
a profane Parliament or a particular chaplain.

Sky-pilots are proverbially prolific. W e suppose they 
trust in Providence and human stupidity for provision for 
their families. Last year the Po r Clergy Relief Corpora­
tion relieved 127 curates who had families of from five, the 
iowest, to twelve children. Their average income was 
£115 each, which is regarded as a beggarly stipend for a 
fflan of God who must keep up appearances.

The Wesleyan Missionaries urge that if their salaries are 
reduced, those of home ministers should be equally reduced 
,n proportion, and they propose to begin with the salary of 
Hugh Price Hughes, whose West-end Mission has bled the 
Wesleyan body so profusely.

There was quite a scene at the Glasgow Presbytery of 
the Established Church. Only six out of thirteen candidates 
lor the ministry brought certificates with them apd the Rev. 
R. Thom on insisted on their being catechised. They were 
accordingly asked the stupid questions about election, 
justification and sanctification from the Shorter Catechism, 
and their replies induced Mr. Thomson to say it was a 
shame to pass such men. Mr. Thomson then took to cate­
chising himself. Addressmg one student, he asked “  Who 
Is the author o f the first five books o f the Bible ? ’ Student: 
“  Mo<es.”  “  Did he write by inspiration or invention ?” 
Student: “  Inspira ion.”  “  That's right,” said Mr. Thomson, 
finite satisfied as to the orthodoxy of this candidate.

The Liverpool, Citizen (May 7), in an article on the Cor­
poration Churches, gives figures showing that they cost the 
■city an annual loss of £2,748 It suggests that it w uld be 
better if they were let at a low rent to the Salvation Army.

Orthodoxy can only advance by the march of its expound­
ing army away from its base of supplies. And it can only 
forage on the enemy by becoming the enemy’s. Orth doxy 
is in a bad way, because the world is moving. To move 
forward with it is death to orthodoxy ; to stay behind and 
let it move on is extinction to orthodoxy.— Ironclad Ape.

An American paper remarks on the inscription on their 
•coinage, “  In God we trust,”  that it should properly read 
*' In this God we trust.”

The Christian Life, the organ of the backward Unitarians, 
Writes of the late Sunday demonstration in Hyde Park 
under the title “  Labor’s Debt to the Bible.”  If we may 
believe Genesis, the laborer is indebted to Adam for the 
curse of labor. W e do not recollect any passage exhorting 
to shorter hours, though wo do to “ be content with your 
Wages.”  ____

Five thousand Italian dupes made a pilgrimage to Rome 
last week, and were addressed by the Pope, whom they 
bailed with “  Long live Pope King.’ ’ The dispatch describ- 
lng  the affair says that “  the Pope admitted to kiss his feet 
the principal personages of the pilgrimage.”  It is presumed 
the other members of the party had to content themselves 
with less exalted privileges.

The poor old Pope laments that ungodliness is now 
exalted in Italy. He says, “  Look at the men whose names 

now selected for honor af er death, men who died 
Opposing Christianity— men like Mazziui and Salli ” Yes, 
People are beginning to see that progress is owing to men 
who not only put aside the papal creed but fought against 
Die continual enemy of freedom.

The Pope is anxious to proclaim as a dogma of the Uni­
versal Church that the Papacy should have temporal power. 
Does he hope that other Catholic nations would enforce the 
claim ? I f  so he will be sorely disappointed. The procla­
mation of the temporal power will only exasperate the 
•Dalian Liberals and convince the world that the Papacy can 
^either learn nor forget.

A fact was recently mentioned by Dr. Sadler in connection 
with the life o f Priestley, which we do not remember 
having heard before. Everyone knows how Priestley’s

house at Birmingham was attacked by rioters in 1792 ; but 
Dr. Sadler, says Priestley’s granddaughter told him that 
on four occasions an attempt was made on his life. It was 
no joke to avow unpopular opini ns a century ago. No 
wonder Priestley thought it best to end his days in America.

Beza, in his history of the Reformation in France (Geneva,
! 1580) says that a parrot that had been taught to say “  Fi 
delam esse!” wasarraignedb fore the Inquisitionat Toulouse, 
condemned, and publicly burnt by the executioner.”

The Birke-hmd and Cheshire Advertiser has thought fit to 
rather summarily close the discussion on “  Has Christianity 
had its Day ?”  suppressing some passages as blasphemous in 
the letters of “  True Blue,”  which it nevertheless justly 
speaks of as “  ably and logically expressed.”

nazlitt records that when the Persian Ambassador was 
at Edinburgh, an old Presbyterian lady, more full of zeal 
than discretion, fell upon him for his supposed idolatrous 
belief, and said : “  I hear you worship the sun !”  “  In faith.
Madam,” he replied, “  and so would you too, if you had 
ever seen him.”

The Bishops of Melbourne and Ballarat have directed the 
clergy in their dioceses to refuse to officiate at any marriage 
of persons divorced under the new Victorian Act, or to issue 
marriage licences to such parties. The clergy are always 
stout -upporters of the law while it serves their turn, and 
turbulent law-breakers when it does not. The action of 
the Australian bi hops may do something to render civil 
marriages more c o m m o n .____

M. Bouchor, the manager of the famous marionette per­
formances in Paris, announces that he is preparing a new 
piece entitled, “  The Mystery of the Nativity,”  which is to 
‘be performed entirely by these wooden figures, and pro­
duced with scenery, costumes, and music designed and 
composed for the occasion. We are assured that th mgh 
the Virgin holding the infant Jesus will appear in the last 
act, she will not be made to speak, though she will sing a 
cradle song It seem that the traditional comic personages 
o f the mediaeval “  moralities ”  will be represented by 
“  Asmodeus the demon,”  who will deliver a humorous dis­
course. The action will be comprised in four tableaux, 
representing the stable in Bethlehem, the shepherds in the 
fields, the star of the Magi, and the Adoration.

No doubt the marionette play will bo far more amusing 
than the passion play at Oberammergau, which isadreadfully 
serious business. The old passion plays which used to 
import some humor into the characters of Satan, Judas, and 
Gaiaphas, were suppressed, and that at Oberammergau is 
nearly the only one left which is regularly pet formed, viz., 
every Sunday in summer every ten years, it is said in 
accordance with a religious vow in consequence of being 
spared from a plague.

Scenic representations played a large part in religion 
formerly, and seeing that to this day they go  through the 
performance of a crucifixion and resurrection in Jerusalem 
at Easter, it may be questioned whether the ancient per­
formance of lamentation for the death of tho sun-god and 
joy at his resurrection did not give rise to the story. Myth 
is often founded upon ritual.

Herr Meyer, the villager who is to take the part of J. C. 
in the Oberammergau Passion Play, suffers like some other 
gentlemen who go into training. He has been used to 
attending the village inn, drinking beer and playing at 
skittles; but these habits are considered infra dig., and the 
poor fellow is obliged to leave them off until he ceases to be 
Jesus Christ and once more becomes plain Jacob Meyer. 
For our own part, however, when we reflect on J. C.’s par- 
tiali'y for wine, and how ho manufactured seventy-live 
gallons in five minutes, wo incline to think that public 
opinion is unnecessarily hard on his histrionic successor.

Mr. James Neate, tho secretary of the Bethnal Green 
Branch, has been trying desperately to obtain a hall for a 
course of free Secular lectures in the East of London, but 
he has everywhere met with refusal. The Hope Town 
Hall was “ engaged.”  The Morley Hall was “ built to 
specially promote the cause of Christianity.”  It is therefore
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available for Celestine Edwards, the black preacher, to 
attack Freethought, but cot for a Secularist lecturer to 
defend it. St. Andrew’s Dali is under the control o f the 
vicar, who curtly “  regrets he cannot. ”  etc. Sr. John’s 
School-room is also unavailable. Victoria Hall likewise is 
“  not available for the objects of the Secular Society.”

The Christian gentleman who sent Mr. Neate the infor­
mation as to Victoria Hall is not a sworn enemy of dis­
cussion, only he likes it all on one s:de. He “  encloses a 
little book,” which he commends to Mr. Neate’s notice. It 
is a pamphlet by a lawyer, who rejoices in the ironical 
name of Lamb, and its title is Unbelief, England's Greatest 
Sin.

W e hope the Bethnal Green Branch will advertise this 
bigotry. A  neat tract, working in these letters of refusal 
with pointed comments, should do good in the East-end. It 
is well that the public should know how respectable citizens 
are treated by the proprietors of halls in that district.

The Literary Society of South Shields is a sensitive body. 
One of the members of the South Shields Branch of the
N. S. S. inserted an advertisement in one of the local papers, 
“ respectfully informing”  the members of the Literary 
Society that Mr. Foote was going to lecture last Sunday 
mon ing in the Free Library on Shelley. Nothing whatever 
was said about the other lectures. However, the Literary 
Society— or rather its orthodox members— could not stand 
it, and another advertisement was inserted, informing the 
world that the Society was not responsible for the first 
adverti-ement, as if any sane person supposed it was. The 
manœuvre did not spoil Mr. Foote’s audience. Even the 
rain did not do that. W e therefore condole with the 
Literary Society, and regret that its members are too 
exalted to hear what was relished by the- Shelley Society.- 
Perhaps, after all, the fussy bigots whose bristles were 
drawn out by the advertisement, would be surprised to learn 
that more than one passive member of the National Secular 
Society is in their midst. ____

Henry Rouse, the skipper of a Lowestoft fishing-boat 
cruising off Cornwall, has more religion than is good for 
him. He went through the streets of Newlyn with a Biblo 
under one arm, flourishing his hat with the other, and warn­
ing the people o f the coming end of the world. He fre­
quently knelt in the streets and offered up prayers. He 
found his way to Penzance, where being followed by a 
crowd he was arrested and charged with being a wandering 
lunatic. It seems he had previouly suffered with too strong 
a dose o f the Holy Ghost and was locked up iu Plymouth 
last year. ____

A medical man, who made a foolish speech after one of 
Mr. Foote’s lectures at Cardiff, has started a monthly 
magazine called Body and Soul. He devotes a good deal 
of space to crit'cising the lecture on “  The Gospel of 
Secularism,”  and is especially surprised that the Freethinkers 
did not cry when Mr. Foote told them that, in his opiui n, 
death was an eternal sleep. This is a fair sample of Dr. 
WilliataJs sense, and everyone will understand why we do 
not comment any further on his remarkable criticisms.

at the Queen’s Bench. It was brought by a Catholic mother, 
who had placed her child with Dr. Barnado, but now wants 
the boy brought up a Catholic. It appears that the woman 
was so little particular that she had the child baptised at a 
Protestant church, just (as she explained) because a neigh­
bor’s child went, and sent it to a Protestant school because 
it was one minute’s walk nearer than the Catholic school. 
Now the priests have taken up the case her religious 
scruples are aroused and she wants the child back. The 
case well illustrates Mr. O’Donovan’s recent article on the 
traffic in souls.

A person applied at Bow Street for a summons against 
Sir T. Phayre, the chairman of a meeting of the Protestant 
Reformation Society at Exeter Hall who because the applicant 
said to a speaker “  Don’t overlook the ruined souls ”  rose in 
an excited manner and incited the people to turn him out. 
He was gripped by the throat and ejected, this being the 
usual way in which Exeter Hall Christians turn the other 
cheek. The summons was not granted,

The London Society for promoting Christianity among- 
the Jews has been holding its annual meeting. The 
society’s expenditure last year was £35,455 but it wisely 
withholds the number of its converts.

A  large majority of the Prussian Upper House has voted 
in favor of the separation of Jews and Christians in public 
schools, owing to the Christians being outnumbered in some 
of the higher educational institutes. While Christians out­
numbered Jews there was no cry for a remedy.

John the Baptist Freund was charged with causing a 
crowd to assemble at Exeter Hall, by waving a flag and 
blowing a small trumpet. He said his was a small crowd 
compared to what surround the Salvation Army, and hoped 
his offence would be overlooked on account of his endeavor 
to preach the truth. He was bound over to keep the peace, 
which, if it means holding his peace, John the Baptist 
Freund will find very difficult.

Mr. T. G. Barry sent a letter, headed “  Warning,”  fo the 
Grimsby News. He bewailed the dreadful fact that shock­
ing infidel lectures were announced outside the Hall of 
Science, and hinted that some mark of God's displeasure 
would fall upon the town if the authorities did not enforce 
the Blasphemy Laws against these profane wretches. 
Grimsby, however, is not so easily frightened as it used to 
be, and the authorities are in no hurry to get some of 
the most respected citizens thrown into prison. Mr. S- 
Alward and Mr. J. W. Wittering have tnven Prophet 
Barry a good dressing in the News, and there the matter- 
is likely to rest. ____

By the way, if Prophet Barry is really anxious to put- 
down “  blasphemy ”  in Giimsby, there is a short and easy 
way of doing it. Let him pray to the Lord for help, and 
then go into the Hall of Science, and imitate Samson, who 
slew a thousand men with the jawbone of an ass. Prophet 
Barry has the necessary weapon, and, with a proper supply 
of inspiration, he should be able to demolish all the 
“  infidels ”  iu Grimsby.

The Rev. W aller Walsh, of Newcastle, did not attend 
Air. Foote’s afternoon lecture, “  A  Defence of Atheism,”  
although he was specially invited. Nor will he hold a public 
debate with Mr. Foote. But he appears to like discussion 
all the same. Now Mr. Foote is in London again the 
reverend gentleman is going to reply. He has issued bills 
announcing that he will defend his own lecture and reply to 
Air. Foote’s this afternoon (May 18). Probably he will 
demolish the Atheist, but at the same time it is unfortunate 
that he shrinks from meeting the Atheist face to face. If 
he prefers a written debate, we shall be happy to put the 
Freethinker at his service.

Stanley, it appears, owes something to the superstition of 
the Aiabs. His white cap, designed and made by himself 
from a piece of tenting as a protection against the sun, was 
always recognised as a talisman or charm. The Jt-wish 
phylac eries ordered Deut. vi., 8, are also of the nature of 
talismans.

Another action against Dr. Barnardo was heard last week

“  Where are the dead ?” was the subject of a sermon by 
Mr. Isaac Pitman at Bristol last Sunday. W e very much 
doubt if he has any firsthand information on the subject, 
but “  no matter, the time will come,”  and when the veteran 
phonographer joins the majority he will be able to preach* 
if at all, with greater authority. “  Where are the dead? 
is a subject on which a dead man would be the most con­
vincing preacher. But, as the Bible says, the dead kno"r 
not anything, unless they are too discreet to blab.

Hypnotism, which the Theosophists regard as proving 
the existence of soul, is being played very low iu Paris- 
Dr. Luys has found that men can be fascinated like larks»- 
by revolving colored glasses. After watching f r some 
time they drop off into immobility, ihe retina having firS® 
been affected, and afterwards the whole nervous syste111' 
When completely under the spell they are made <o ^0 
through the usual antics; and it would seem, from 1‘10 
reasoning of some folk, that when a man has been hyprM£  
tided, and made to play the fool, it is clearly demonstrate 
that he has an immortal spirit.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, May 18, Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, London, 

E.C., at 7.30, “  Is there a Future Life ? ’

May 25, N. S. S. Conference at Manchester.
June 1, Hall of Science, London ; 8, Gladstone Radical Club 

and Hall of Science, London ; 15, Manchester; 22, Liverpool; 
29, Reading.

July 13, Hall of Science; 27, Hall of Science.
August 31, Birmingham.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

•Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica­
tions to Mi. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C. 

■The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid:— One Year, 6s. 6d. ; Half Year, 
3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 7£d. Australia, China and Africa : 
“-One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
28. 2d. India:— One Year, 10s. lOd.; Half Year, 5s. 5d. 
Three Months, 2s. 8Jd.

Scale of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
3s ; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 
repetitions

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.

T. W. Readk.—Certainly you are eligible as a member of the 
N. S. S. We have asked Mr. Forder to send you a form to 
fill in.

A. W h e e l e r , W. Lappage and others, omitted to mark their 
envelopes with “ Lecture Notice.”  Their communications 
Wore sent on to Mr. Foote in the North of England, and were 
thus too late for last week’s Freethinker. We beg the 
secretaries of Branches to observe this rule, which is not a 
very onerous one.

J. Milton.—Mrs. Besant’s new belief is called Theosophy. 
You Bhould read her pamphlet, Why I  became a Theosophist, 
and also Mr. Foote’s three pamphlets on the subject, if you 
want to know what it is all about.

"•Spencer.—Y our experience in hospitals is not novel. Those 
institutions are wretchedly sectarian. Of course a copy of the 
Freethinker is enough to throw the sisters into hysterics.

L. A umitaoe.— Mr. Foote did not mean to suggest that Mr. 
Walsh’s religion was a matter of £ s. d. Mr. Walsh talks 
like an honest man, and no doubt is one, only ho lets his 
emotion run away with his reason, 

u. Hunter.— Mr. Brad laugh’s health is very much improved, 
but he is not’ his oRLself yet, and wo hope his friends, 
political and freethought, will not press him to try his 
strength before ho has fully recovered. Thanks for tho 
cutting. •; '

J. Parker.—Thanks for cutting and enclosure.
Uruno.— Wo cannot answer medical questions. Write to Dr.

Allinson, 4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London, W.
H. G. Sh e p h e r d .— Thanks See Sugar Plums.
3ames N e a t e .—The East-end of London is more bigoted than 

Wo thought. It is really surprising in such a working-class 
quarter of London.

J. F.— The father’s bigotry is contemptible, but wo hope 
your friend will bo able to adjust himself to his new 
circumstances. Even a father who wants to force his 
opinions down your throat is better at a distance.

H. Jackson.— Read Greg’s Creed o f Christendom, and if 
possible Supernatural Religion. Reado’s Martyrdom of 
Man, Strauss’s Old Faith and the New, and Mirabaud’s 
System o f Nature, are also worth your attention. Glad to 
hear you circulate six copies of this journal in the house 
Where you are employed, and that you have made several 
conversions during the last month or two.

Holland.—Thanks for tho hatch of jokes.
'L P.—The tract is one of tho multitude of silly things issued 

hy Christians. It is hardly worth our notice. No young 
. man it could influence has brains enough to be a Freethinker. 
” • Nichols.—There is no such danger. Mr. Forder might bo 

able to supply you with a copy of the Owen-Bachclor debate. 
Bubsie. — Omitted by accident, but acknowledged this week, 

r, Thanks for tho book of engravings.
Tho 

Jehovah

--«..m a ior mo uuu* 0 1  engravings
«Kx Reges.—The Rev. Mr. McFarlano was quite right.

Rian who can read the Bible without seeing that 
. w a s  a purely national god must have a twist in his brain.
’ ’ • A. Nkwcomd, 320 Westminster Road, Kirkdale, Liverpool, 

hu.8 a lar^o collection of Nreethin/ccvs, National llefovmersy 
a,|d other Freethought literature, which he will be happy to 
scnd to any Branch for distribution. This correspondent is 

^ thanked for his good wishes.
“ • Hastings. Stuff and nonsense! Secularism docs not deny 

moral responsibility, if that means the law of duty. Certainly 
it does not teach that delicate children should be slaughtered. 

^Your Christian friend is trying to impose on you.

Freethinkers’ Benevolent Fund.—E. Harriman (Liverpool), 
2s. 6d.

“ Freethinker” Circulation Fund.—T. Parker, Is.
J. J. B y r o n .— We take it that, in the note you refer to, Shelley 

is only expressing the logical force of that particular argu­
ment. There is no destruction of matter in the disappear­
ance of the moon’s atmosphere. It is absorbed by the satellite, 
which is like a big cinder.

Joseph Brown, hon. sec. North Eastern Secular Federation, 
86 Durham Street, Bentinck, Newcastle-on-Tyne, acknow­
ledges the following subscriptions:—Newcastle Branch, 8s.; 
Mr. Gillespie, 2s.; J. Brown, 2s. Cd.; II. Sanderson, 2s.; A 
Friend (per Mr. Peacock) 10s. 6d.; collected at Mr. Foote’s 
Newcastle lecture, £1 3s. Id .; Peter Weston, 17s. 6d.

R. 0. Smith , hon. treasurer London Secular Federation, 
acknowledges 2s. 6d. from A. Moss.

Breno.—The name shall not be divulged. Kuenen’s Religion 
o f Israel.

J. Robinson.—Pleased to hear that you and your wife, who 
heard Mr. Foote for the first time at Newcastle, were so 
delighted. If every reader of this journal were to subscribe 
not less than five shillings a year to the N. S. S, a large 
income would be realised, and the cause would progress 
with leaps and bounds..

Papers Received.— Neues Freireligiöses Sonntags Blatt— 
Der Arme Teufel—Western Figaro— Liberator— Truthseeker 
— Ironclad Age— Bulletin des Sommaires— Menschenthum— 
Progressive Thinker— Fair Play— Freidenker—Freethought 
— Liverpool Citizen— People’s Press—Freedom—Christian 
Life—Hornsey and Finsbury Park Journal—Christian Herald 
— Twentieth Century — Knowledge — Hertford Monthly 
Magazine— Body and Soul— Birkenhead and Cheshire Adver­
tiser— Liverpool Citizen—Cornish Telegraph— Echo—Post­
men’s Gazette—Secular Thought—The Glasgow H era ld - 
Northern Daily Telegraph.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish our attention 
directed.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till tho following week.

THE FREETHOUGHT FUND.

M r . Foote’s appeal, as President of the National Secular 
Society, for funds to extend the S ociety ’s w ork, is being 
responded to by friends in various parts o f the country. 
Som e o f  the subscribers prom ise to rem it annually as 
m uch as they can afford ; others, w ho can on ly  send 
a little at a tim e, prom ise to rem it half-yearly  or 
quarterly. A s soon as possible a list o f  in tending 
subscribers w ill be prepared. M eanw hile the fo l lo w ­
ing subscriptions are acknow ledged  as actually received  
by Mr. Foote or Mr. Forder.

Fifth List.
£ 8. d. £ 8. d.

W. Holland 0 2 6 W. 0. 0 5 0
0. B. 1 0 0 J. II. Ridgway 0 2 6
.1. Robinson (qrtrly) 0 1 3 J. Partridge 0 2 6
E. L. G. 5 0 0 James Laing 1 1 0

ANNUAL CONFERENCE N.S.S.
Tho Reception Committee will bo in attendance at the 

Secular Hall, Rusholme Road, All Saints, Manchester, on 
Saturday, tho 24th inst., and on Sunday morning from 9 
o’clock, to receive delegates.

Delegates, on arriving in Manchester, are requested to take 
the tram for All Saints, which chuich is only two minutes’ 
walk from the hall.

Delegates requiring lodgings will please inform the under- , 
signed, stating whether they prefer private or hotel accommo­
dation, and if for one or more nights.

Arrangements are being made for luncheon after the 
morning sitting, and also for tea at the close of the afternoon 
sitting, and we shall be pleased if friends intending to partake 
of same will kindly notify to that effect.

Arrangements have also been made for a limited number to 
view the workings of the Manchester Ship Canal, on Whit 
Monday, commencing at the Salford Docks, and inspecting 
the works along the Canal (about three miles) to Barton 
Docks, assembling at tho Secular Hall at 10 a.m., and return­
ing to the Hall after the inspection for tea, etc. Tickets, 
including railway fares and tea, 2s. each. Delegates and 
friends who intend taking advantage of this opportunity must 
send in their names to the Secretary, the number being strictly 
limited. A H emingway, Hon. Sec.

25 Higher Chatham Street, Manchester. .
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S U G A R __ P L U M S .
Mr. Foote lectures to-ni^ht (May 18) at the London Hall 

of Science on “  Is There a Future Life 2”  The lectures now 
begin at half-past seven.

Mr. Foote’s lecturing tour in the North closed on Sunday 
night. During the preceding week, after the Sunday lectures 
at Newcastle, he visited North Shields, Middlesboro, Sunder­
land, Darlington and Dipton. Most of the lectures were 
followed by discussion, especially at Middlesboro, where the 
proceedings ended at a late hour. Some of the Christian 
champions were great curiosities. One declared, at Middles­
boro, that St. Paul was one of the three most learned men 
that ever lived. Mr. Foote innocenHy asked him who were 
the other two, and the reply was “  Milton and Shakespeare.”  
Shade of Ben Jonson ! It was a wonder the ghost of Rare 
Old Ben did not appear, and swear a rattling Mermaid oath.

Sunday morning at South Shields was “ a caution.”  The 
rain poured down spitefully. But notwithstanding the deluge 
a very fair audience assembled to hear th6 lecture on Shelley. 
The afternoon meeting was still better, and, the weather 
clearing up, there was a llrst-rate house at night. Altogether 
the North Eastern Secular Federation is well satisfied with 
Mr. Foote’s visit, and is full of hope for the cause of Secu­
larism in the district. New members are being enrolled, 
persons of means and influence are joining the movement, 
subscriptions are flowing in more rapidly, every branch of the 
work is being developed, and the press is taking notice of the 
cause as one that can no longer be ignored.

For some time the Sunderland Branch has been languishing. 
There was great difficulty in obtaining a hall for lectures. 
But the Assembly Room is now available again for week 
nights, and perhaps for Sundays. Under fair conditions, in 
so large a town, the Branch should flourish.

The South' Shields Branch is fortunate in two things ; 
first, in having a man like Mr. Peacock in its service, and 
secondly in having the use of the large hall of the Free 
Library, which is conveniently situated in the leading tho­
roughfare. Mr. Peacock, Captain Duncan, and some other 
members of the Branch are public characters, and they do 
much to liberalise the town. Two members of the Branch 
reside at Jarrow. John and Henry Sanderson are well known 
there, and widely respected. But wo must stop. The fine 
Freethinkers in that district— men of whom any cause might 
well bo proud— are too numerous to be recounted.

Mr. Bradlaugli, liko a wise man, will spend the Whitsuntide 
in fishing. We hope he will catch health. He urges the 
Freethought party to muster strongly at Manchester, and 
certainly it is important that the Conference should be a great 
success, for our enemies are making much of Mr. Bradlaugh’s 
enforced resignation, and trying to persuade the public that 
our cause is expiring. Of course this is great nonsense, and 
the sooner the public is plainly disabused the better. The 
Conference agenda, which we printed last week, will show 
that there is a possibility of striking out new lines of propa­
ganda and organisation. Mr. Foote’s proposals have been 
well thought out. and they demand the attention of evory 
member of the National Secular Society.

John Burns did not like to tackle Mr. Bradlaugk, and we 
are not surprised at his reluctance to meet the old gladiator 
in the arena. Out why did he throw out a challenge ? John 
Burns is a good, honest, hard-working labor-leader, but he is 
not a Bradlaugh. We hope he will keep his head, be on his 
guard against flatterers, and avoid hobnobbing with Cardinals 
and Bishops. He ought to know the real object of the leaders 
of the Black Army when they coquet with the leaders of the 
Army of Labor. ____

Dr. Dodel-Port’s book, Moses oder Darwin, has reached a 
third edition, which will number 5 OuO copies. Dr. Dodel- 
Port is professor at Zurich University, and eminent as a 
botanist all over the world. He is a staunch Freethinker and 
evolutionist.

Freedom, of New South Wales, speaks of Mr. Wheeler’s 
Biographical Dictionary o j Freethinkers as “  characterised by 
that faithful and patient research customary in Mr. Wheeler’s 
writings.”  ,

“  We are glad to learn that Mr. Foote’s ‘ Letters to the 
Clergy’ are about appear in a separate volume ; they contain 
some of Mr. Foote’s best writing, and should bo in the hands 
of all Freethinkers who are gifted with the faculty of enjoy­
ing really good literature.” — Stockwhip.

The Belgian Conference of Freethinkers at Joliment was 
a great success. La liaison, their monthly organ, edited by 
M. Leon Fournement, now circulates 5000 copies.

The Rev. R. S. Long, who has returned from a mission to 
Burmah, laments that translations of Ingersoll are now found 
in that country. Mr. Long was stationed at Rangoon, where 
we send occasional parcels.

The Hornsey and Finsbury Park Journal inserts a very 
temperate and forcible letter from Mr. Arthur J. Field, defend­
ing the .right of Freethinkers to lecture in Finsbury Park. 
Such letters are a real service to the cause.

The announcement we inserted list week as to tho course 
of Free Lectures at the Hammersmith Club. wa3 premature. 
The four lectures will be delivered on Thursdays, June 5. 12, 
19 and 26, by Mr. A B. Moss, Mr. G. Standring, Mr. J. M. 
Robertson and Mr. G. W. Foote. One result of the lectures, 
it is hoped, will be the starting of an open-air lecture station,

Bournemouth is a fashionable watering place, and of course 
it has been very difficult to get the Freethinker there. But 
it i3 now exposed for sale in a newsagent's window at No. 1 
The Avenue, tho most aristocratic promenade in the town. 
One of our readers, who has had to get his weekly copy of 
this journal by post, went into the shop and bought two 
copies to give away. The next day he wanted another copy, 
but the newsagent had sold out. No doubt, if tho seller is 
not intimidated, the Freethinker will soon have a fair circula­
tion in Bournemouth, and do something to liberalise that 
hotbed of bigotry and hypocrisy.

Tho Manchester Secular Hall Company holds its annual 
general meeting this morning (M iy 18) in tho hall at 
Rusholme Road. Wo are sorry to see there is a loss of i l l 6 
on the year’s account, and we hope the directors and the 
honorary secretary (Mr. G. Payne) will succeed in inducing 
the shareholders to clear off tho mortgige, the interest on 
which is a serious burden. The Branch is at present paying 
a reduced rent. Wo fear it ha3 suffered from the loss of 
some old workers.

Viktor Lennstrand’s lecture on The God Idea, for which he 
was sentenced to six month’s imprisonment, has been trans­
lated into English by a Swedish gentleman. Mr. Wheeler 
has slightly revised the English, and the pamphlet is pub­
lished by Mr. Forder at twopence.

“  H. P.”  (Henry Porter) has done our cause a service by 
replying to a Catholic slander of Giordano Bruno in the 
North Lindsey Star. Freethinkers should press our views in 
their local papers whenever an opportunity occurs.

A Mohammedan mission to convert the Americans is rather 
a startling project. But this is what Moulvi Hassan Ali >3 
proposing to largo crowds at Hyderabad, and the faithful aro 
actually responding with subscriptions to dofray tho Moulvi’3 
expenses. _____

Tho French Freethought Federation now comprises 77 
societies, besides individual adhesions. Its establishment was 
one of the results of the Paris International Conference of la3*' 
September.

wish that no advocate of the contemptible and blasphemous 
doctrine of eternal punishment be permitted to talk at my 
funeral. I desire that the speaker bo a Freethinker oC 
Universalist.”  1

The Freethinkers' Magazine for May gives a portrait and 
notice of Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage, the President of 
American Women’s Liberal Union. Prof. J. R. Buchans11 
writes on Bibliolatry, and among other interesting contents13 
the exposure of a myth regarding tho bad ends of thirty-slX 
infidels which is being circulated in tho States.
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RELEASE OF MR. LENNSTRAND.

Oue readers in all parts of the world will rejoice to know 
that Viktor Lennstrand, the brave champion of Freethought, 
in Sweden, is once more free. His liberation was however 
dictated by fear. Upon being visited in prison last week by 
his brother, Mr. Axel Lennstrand, that gentleman was seriously 
alarmed and declared that his brother was being murdered 
hy the imprisonment. Every force was set in motion to 
obtain his liberation, and aided by a lady of literary 
imputation, our friends succeeded in obtaining his pardon 
within four days. The authorities were fully aware that had 
serious consequences ensued to Mr. Lennstrand, as there was 
too much reason to fear from his delicate and nervous con­
stitution, there would have been a storm of indignation 
throughout the land. Mr. Lennstrand, our readers will be 
happy to learn, seems now thoroughly recovered, though the 
doctors urge that he should take complete rest for a while in 
some country place. He appends to a note from our good 
friend Captain Otto Thomson, with whom he is now staying, 
at 25 Bryggargatan, Stockholm, the following letter :—

“ At last out from prison. I send you my most hearty 
wishes and thanks for all you have dcyie for me and my 
cause during my long captivity. As soon as I am quite com ­
posed and strengthened both in body and mind, I will do 
all that I am able to do in order to hold the awakened 
hiterest alive. Please forward my warmest thanks to the 
Freethinkers of England.— Yours fraternally, sincere friend,

V iktor E. L ennstband.”
It remains to be seen what will be done with the remiin- 

lng prosecutions against Mr. Lennstrand. It is certain his 
release is a triumph to the Freethought cause, and they can 
Do longer cause serious apprehensions.

A R E C L E R G Y M E N  F R A U D S ?  
By  IIüoii 0 . Pentecost.

(From the'“  Twentieth Century.“)
Abf. clergymen frauds ? This is a delicate and difficult 
Question to answer justly. No general statement can bo 
blade of any class of persons without qualification. Some 
clergymen are frauds and some are not. So mucli may bo 
Said without qualification; without stopping to define the 
Word fraud. There are somo bad men among clergymen, as 
there aro in any class of persons. But many clergymen are 
good men, in a general way, and some of them are very good 
fcien, both in general and in particular. In striving to answer 
the question I have propounded, I mean to leave out of the 
discussion tho confessedly bad men among the clergy. I 
Will not take into consideration the ministerial common, 
cvery-day liars, thieves, drunkards and libertines. Thero is
110 doubt that there are such ministers even among the very 
Well-known and highly paid clergy. That these are frauds 
8°es without saying, and some of them escape general con­
demnation and disgrace even when it is pretty well understood 
b}' many that they are impostors.

But it would not be fair to condemn an entire class of 
Persons because some of them aro notoriously bad. I intend, 
therefore, to discuss the question: whether the average 
Respectable and respected priest and minister is a fraud even 
. ho is ordinarily honest in his business transactions and clean 
1,1 his sexual relations.

What do I mean by a fraud ? In speaking of ministers I 
^ean one who does not believe what he preaches, or one 
Who does not preach what he believes, or one who conceals 
h*8 doubts, or one that does not live according to what 
“ e believes or professes to beliovo. A fraud is
111 an< and inconsistent man, a man without tho moral 
c®urage to live up to his professions or to confess that he 
^oes not do so.

With this definition in mind let us look at facts with 
r®gard to clergymen. I will try to keep within the range 

those things which aro generally understood to be facts, 
will not be necessary to go into the inner consciousness of 
e , ministers and attempt to pass judgment upon their 
°tive8. No person is capable of judging another person’s 
otives. I leave motives out of the question entirely. I do 

°t inquire whether clergymen mean to be frauds, or whether

they know that they are frauds. I merely inquire whether 
they are frauds.

It is a fact that clergymen, as a rule, do not believe in the 
precepts of Jesus Christ, and do not conform to them in their 
own lives. I will not discuss the question as to whether 
those precepts are true or false, wise or unwise. I merely 
say that the orthodox clergymen proclaim that Jesus Christ 
was God and at the same time they deny the truthfulness of 
most of his teachings and the wisdom or practicability of his 
manner of life. They declare that he was tho “  way, the 
truth and the life,” but they turn from the way, reject the 
truth, and will not follow the life. Jesus forbade the laying 
up of treasures on earth, forbade taking anxious thought for 
the morrow, commanded to sell all one’s goods and give to 
the poor. The average minister declares that Jesus is his 
master, hÍ3 guide, and his God, but he invariably takes the 
highest salary he can get, he insures his life, he is no more 
apt to give his money to a tramp than is anybody else. 
Jesus forbade the use of titles. All clergymen have one 
title, at least, and set great store by it. and some of them are 
so greedy for tho supposed honor of having more than one 
that they are quite willing to wink at any device by which it 
can bo obtained from a college, in some cases actually buying 
it. Jesus was a very simple-minded man in his religion. 
He believed in praying for what we need. He said that 
sickness would be healed by prayer, that snake bites would 
bo cured by prayer, that mountains would be removed by 
prayer. The modern clergyman believes no such thing. The 
Jesus-like Faith Healers have no bitterer enemies than the 
clergymen. There is not a minister in the United States. I 
venture to say, who would show that he believes in the 
teaching of Jesus by letting a rattlesnake bite him.

Please understand that I am not defending the teachings 
of Jesus. I am simply saying that clergymen pretend that 
Jesus was God and yet they do not hesitate to declare that 
his teachings are not to be followed. If they would speak 
right out and say that Jesus is wholly unreliable as a teacher, 
although he was God, all would be fair. We would then 
understand that the God of the clergymen was an ignorant 
and impracticable crank, and we would know just what to do.

But the clergyman flares up in a moment if you intimate 
that Jesus did not know what he was talking about. He will 
tell you that Christian civilisation is built upon principles 
exactly the reverse to those inculcated by the Galilean, and if 
you ask him why he does not live according to those teach­
ings he will tell you that they were not practised in this day 
and generation, because the weather is colder here than it 
was in Palestine, and to follow out tho precepts of Jesus 
generally would interfere with tho admirable arrangements 
of the Charity Organisation Society; and if ministers did not 
have titles nobody would know who are the genuine articles 
and who are irregular.

You are all familiar with the various explanations clergy­
men give of why they do not follow tho teachings of Jesus, 
but the real reason is because if they did they would be 
poor, and they would not be respectable, and they could not 
enjoy those worldly honors that aro so dear to vain and 
worthless people. The real reason why the ministers do not 
follow Jesus, although they worship him, is because it is so 
much easier to woiship him than it is to follow him. It 
is fashionable to worship him but it is vulgar to follow him. 
The reason why they do not follow him is because they are 
frauds,

I know that there are hundreds cf clergymen belonging 
to the Universalist and Unitarian churches who would say 
that all this does not apply to them because they repudiate 
the deity of Jesus and openly say that his teaching 
is impracticable. But they are frauds, too, because they 
call themselves Christians. They deny that Jesus was
the Christ and yet call themselves Christians. This 
they would not do if it were not that the name 
Christian carries with it a certain amount of respectability

an insincere ( b?  wllich tbe?  wish to ProQt-. , . . .
Another fact is that there is hardly a clergyman in exist- •

ence who does not preach for the truth that of which ho 
himself doubts the truth. Observe tho way I put this. There 
is many a minister who will tell you that he believes in the 
existence of God, or tho divinity of Christ, or the vicarious 
atonement, or tho reality of heaven and hell. But if you 
ask him whether he ever doubts these things he will be 
obliged to tell you that he does. He may tell you that the 
Devil makes him doubt or that doubt arises out of his own 
sinful heart, whatever that may mean. But he doubts, 
nevertheless. If he would go into tho pulpit and tell the
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people that he believes in the existence of God and all these 
other things but he also doubts whether what he says is 
true or not, he would be and honest man. But because he 
hides his doubts and preaches his beliefs as if they were 
certainties, he is a fraud.

(To be concluded.)

THE BLIND MAN AND THE FLEA. 
A  Fable.

“ Why dost thou so trouble me,”
Said a blind man to a flea.
“  Know’st thou not that I am blind ? 
Prithee other refuge find.
All night long I'm kept awake 
Through the itching thou dost make ;
All day long I writhe in mind 
Through thy capers so unliind.
Prithee nimble little flea.
To some other refuge flee.

Said the flea, “  No, no, not I ;
Don’t you think it. I ’m too fly.
Here 1 11 stay, and here 1 11 hatch 
My sweet brood, fo r  you can't catch.
God, who everything does well,
Meant that I with you should dwell.
I'm the finger of our God,
Bow beneath his chastening rod.”

Then the blind man thought awhile,
Till his face beamed with a smile:
“ Yes, I’ve got it,”  thus he cried, 
“ Wretched insect, you’re defied. 
Science-given turpentine,
’Neath whose breath all insects pine,
Water clear and cleansing soap.
Powders strong with you shall cope.
Yes, I've got i t ! I’ ll be damned,
Holy Boss, your finger’s jammed !

(Moral to be worked in here.)
Alfred L ovett.

SATAN v. JESUS CIIKIST.
In Mr. Quaritch’s collection of MSS. there is a famous 

illuminated manuscript written by one Bishop Anton Ruettel 
in 1480.- It is called Belial, and describes a lawsuit between 
the Devil and Jesus Christ. J. 0. has so greatly damaged 
the Evil One by coming into the world and saving sinners 
who would otherwise have fallen victims to the E. 0 ’s 
favorite fires, that he forthwith brings an action for damages 
against Christ. There is a count in damages for every soul.

Good old Bishop Ruettel went about his work in a very 
accurate and methodical way. The plaintiff and defendant 
in the case each have a lawyer. Lucifer appears as counsel 
for the Evil One. and Moses is lawyer for Christ. Moses, by 
the way, is depicted with the Mosaic horns of wisdom on his 
head, and they are quite as diabolical looking as the genuine 
diabolic horns of Lucifer himself.

Solomon is the Judge and sits supreme above both angels 
and devils. He can hardly be considered an absolutely 
impartial judge, since he permits the greatest laxity of speech 
to Moses, but holds Lucifer strictly to the courtesies of the 
court-room.

The witnesses, who are various— imps, lost souls and the 
parties themselves to the suit— are sworn on the Holy Scrip­
tures, just as they are to-day. The effect on a first-class 
cantankerous devil from the seventh hell of administering to 
him an oath to tell “  the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God,”  to all of which proper 
sanction is given by a kiss to the Scriptures, i3 amusingly 
depicted by the artists. The devils, little and big, swear and 
kiss the Bible, and then, with their faces still awry, go on 
the witness-stand and tell what they know.

Moses hectors and bullies the Devil’s witnesses on cross- 
examination in fine lawyer-like style, and whatever he says 
seems to go with the Court. As for Lucifer, who has Old 
Nick for his client, he is as courtly and suave as you please, 
never once forgets himself, and even in defeat, and with the 
taunts of Moses still ringing in his long ears, is still the 
courtly, polished Devil. Of course Solomon non-suits the 
Devil and sends him back to hell.

BEATITUDES OF THE HOLY SINNERS.
(Appointed to be read in a loud tone of voice in the Church 

of the Holy Sinners, on the first Sunday in the calendar of 
Saint Dives, and fifty-one Sundays after that, and three times 
a day, before, after, and during services, and at other times 
when convenient and there is a big crowd present. To be 
read in all the churches that expect or hope to collar the 
shekels of the ungodly, or rake in the scads of the good, in 
the year of grace 1890.)

Now there was a certain rich man which was clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day.

Blessed forever be his memory ; for he hath this day given 
95,000 dols. to the church societies, and hath 4,000,000 left 
for himself.

Shout his name mightily, and let it appear in four-line 
pica at the head of each column.

Blessed is the man who can give his cheque for three figures ; 
his seed shall be mighty upon the earth.

But more blessed is he who can make it four; his name 
shall be written in the records and printed in the minutes of 
the association, and graven with the pen of a cunning scribe 
upon the chronicles of the conference. Yea, they shall call 
him Mister in the synod and Doctor in the convention.

But thrice blessed is he who can make it a ten aud five 
noughts; his horn shall be exalted with honor ; he shall be 
known in the congregation and on ’change, where he sit’ etb 
with the elders of»the land. Yea, when he goeth forth a 
horn shall be blown before him, and when he giveth a 
dollar a gong shall be beaten in the sanctuary.

Lazarus shall behold him afar off, and make ready f° 
vacate the premises in Abraham’s bosom.

Abraham shall hear of it, and shall greatly enlarge his 
bosom, and have it newly furnished and re-upholstered 
throughout. Selah !

The praise of our lips shall set him on high ; if it be so 
that he cannot read, then will we call our colleges after him ; 
and if it be that he signeth his name with a “ mark.”  then 
we shall endow chairs of Egyptology and Sanscrit literature 
in his name.— Brooklyn Eagle.

NOT GOOD ENOUGH FOR HIM.
Jack o’ Nanny’s was out walking one day when he came 

across the curate of the village church. The curate had only 
been a few months in that district, so he did not know the 
character of all the inhabitants. He stopped Jack one day 
and told him he had never seen him at church since he cam® 
into that neighbourhood, and asked if he would come. Jack 
turned his eyes towards the curate and said— “ Nawe, I ’st not 
come. I ’ve nobbut been twice, an’ booath times they made 
a fool on me. Th’ furst time aw went they slat some waiter 
in me face, an’ th’ second time teed a gurt bouncin’ woman 
raand me neck whear shoo’s fast y e t; an’ I can’t get shut o'! 
her. It ’s not good enough. Let them goa at likes.”

LOOKING AT THE FUTURE.
Deacon Jones: “  Mr. Iloliman, that sermon of your® 

bewailing the mad rush for riches which characterises the 
present generation was the most beautiful thing I ever heard. 
Your pulpit efforts are getting better and batter, and we 
trust that you may continue with us many years to inculcate 
in our community the lessons of humility and meekness which 
you exemplify so powerfully in your own life.”

Rev. Mr. Holiman : “  Yes, Deacon, I shall only be too gl*^ 
to remain with you. But— er— my expenses, you know, are 
pretty heavy, and I’ ve received a very flattering call fro“1 
another parish, I’m getting along in life where I ought to be 
putting by something for old age.”

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .
“ Young man,”  said an apostle, solemnly, “ do you real) 

that when you retire at night you may bo called before morni'c 
dawns ?”  “  I hope so ; I ’m a young doctor, and I n° 
encouragement of some kind.”

At a Sunday school a teacher asked a little boy if ho kno , 
what the expression “  sowing tares ”  meant. “  Course I doe 
he said, pointing to his little breeches, “  there’s a tear mot > 
sewed. 1 teared it sliding down hill.”

“ I landed a cargo on the wharf of a Turkish town not ^  
from Constantinople,’ ’ said an old sea captain. “ It V  
towards evening, and I suggested to the Mohammedan gel‘ t|ie 
man in charge of the quay that a guard bo placed over 
goods. ‘ Ilavo no fear,’ he declared, stroking his beard, 1 

| is not a Christian within forty miles.’ ”
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.
{Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “ Lecture Notice, ’ if not sent on post-card.] 
LONDON.

Ball’s Pond Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green Road, N ., 7, 
Arthur B. Moss, “ The Bible and Common Sense.”

Battersea—T e >hed of Truth, Prince of Wales’s Eoad, 7 30, 
Mr. Eossetti, “ What las Christianity Done for the World?” 
Social evening everv Tuesday. Thursday evening, discussion 

Cainberw, 11— 61 New Church Eoad, S.E., 7.30, Mrs Thornton 
Smith, “ Mirac-es.”

Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C., 7.30, Mr. G. W. Foote, 
“ Is there a Future Life ?”

Milton Had, Kentish Town Eoad, N.W., 7.30, M s. Annie 
Besant, “ Christianity and Woman.”

Woolwich—“ Sussex Arms,” Assembly Eoom, 60 Plumstead 
-Koad (entrance, Matey Eoad), 7.30, Mr. Sam Standring, « Christ’s 
Ascension.”

OPEN AIR PEOPAGANDA.
Battersea Park Gates 11.15, Mr. Eossetti, “ Is Christianity of 

Divine Ori in ?’’
Bethnal Green— Opposite St. John’s Church, 11.15, Mr. W . 

Heaford, “ What Think ye of Christ ?”
Camberwell—Siation Eoad, 11.30, Mr. F. Millar, “ What is 

Freethought ?”
Cl rkenw.-ll Green, 11.30, Mr. Arthur B. Moss, “ Shams and 

Delusions.”
Edmonton—Corner of Angel Eoad, 3, Mr. J. Eowney, “ Free- 

thought and Christ.”
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand). 3.30, Lucretius Keen, 

“ Holy Matrimony, Part I.”
Hyde Park, hear Marble Arch, 11.15, Mr. F. Haslim, “ Bible 

Sto' ies: Are Th y Tru ?” May 21, Mr. F. Haslain, “ Civil sation, 
tts Else and Progress”

Kingsiand Green, 11.30, Mr. P. H.Snelling, “ Eomans xiii., 1, 2.” 
Mile End Waste, 11.30, Mr. T. Thurlow, “ Salvation.”
Hew Southg te, Bat.style Bridge, 11.30, Mr. Sam. Standring, 

“ Men who are Eising.”
. Old Southgate-On the Green, 6 30, Mr. J. Fagan, “ What 
ls Sin p”

Regent’s Park, near Gloucester Gate, 3.30, Mr. E. Calvert, a 
lecture

Victoria Park, near the fountain, 11, a debate between Mr. 
Cohen (Spiritualist) and Mr. Elflein (C. E. S.)on “ Transmutation 
°f Sp cies” ; 3.15, Mr. A. li. Moss, “ Apostles of Freethought.” 

Westminster -Old Pimlico Pier, 11.30, Mr. E. Forder, “ Truth­
ful Christians.”

Wood Gr en—Jolly butchers’ Hill, 11.30, Mr. George Standring, 
“ Faith and Freethought.”

COUNTEY.
Birmingham— Paskerville Hall, Crescent, Mr. J. Clarke, 11, 

“ The Future of Eeligions” ; 3, “ The Childhood of Jesus” ; 7, 
“ Ant ropomorp ism.”

lleckmondwike—at Mr. John Eothera’s, Bottoms, 2.30, an 
Bnportant bu in ss meeting.

Hull Branch—No. 2 E  om, Friendly Societies’ Hall, Albion 
Street, 0.30, Mr. Charles Eeynolds, “ The Relation of Soci ilisin to 
Fr elhought.”

Liverpool Branch N.S S., Camden Hall, Camden Street—11, 
Tontine Society; 7, Mr. Doeg, “ The Resurrection: a Reply to 
Rebenduy Row.”

Manchester—Rusholme Eoad, Oxford Eoad, 6.30, Mr. Ernest 
Evans, « Man’s Place in Nature according to Paley and Darwin." 
Free.

Newcastle—4 Hall’s Court, Newgate Street, 11.30, a meeting of 
Sunday Music Leag e 3, special meeting of members to consider 
the ta ing of new premises.

Reading—Forest r's Hall, West Street, Mr. J. M. Robertson, 3, 
‘ How the Bible was Made U p ” ; 7, “ Christianity and Civili­
sation.”

Sheffield Branch N.S.S.—Members’ and friends’ first outing of 
H>e season, to Catcliffe, by invitation of Mr. J. Nelson. Meet at 
Midland Station at 1.45 for Eotherham train.

South Shields -Cap a;n Duncan’s Navigation Schools, King 
Street, 7, a business meeting.

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
AitTituit B. Moss, 44 Credon Road, London, S.E. — May 18, 

(morning), Clerkenwell Green, (evening), Ball’s Pond; 22, 
Hammersmith Club (free); 25 Manchester (Conference). Ju e 1 
GUorning), Pimlico, (evening), Woolwich; 8 (morning), Bethnal 
Green, (evening), Camberwell; 15 (evening), Ball’s Pond; 22 
Gborning), Glo kenwell; 29 ( uorninr), Mile End, (alternoon), 
Victoria Park July 6 (morning), Pimlico, ( vening), Woolwich;

(morning), Milo End, (evening), Camberwell; 20 (afteaioou), 
'Gctoria Park.

E. Stanley J ones, 3 Leta Street, City Eoad, Walton,Liverpool.—  
ay 18, Failswoixh. June 8, Manchester.
T. T huelow, 7 Dickson’s Villas, Rutland Eoad, East Ham —  

j lMy 18 (morning), Mile End Waste; 25 (morning), Battersea. 
u,1e 15 (morning and evening), Battersea.

M;

Mr

EHS impossible geeed

Price 2d.

An Open Letter to the
B I S H O P  OF P E T E R B O R O U G H

By G. W. FOOTE-
Price 2d.

PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.’S LIST.
Ml orders to be sent, with remittance, to E. F ordee, 28 Stonecutter 
Street, London, E.C. Rate of postage— Orders under Sd., one halfpenny; 

orders under Gd. one penny. Orders over 6d. post free.

G. W . FOOTE.

P R IS O N E R  F O R  B L A S P H E M Y . Cloth ................
A Full History of his Three Trials and Twelve 

Months’ Imprisonment. Copies in paper covers, 
soil d, 6d.

IS S O C IA L IS M  S O U N D ? .....................................................
Four Nights Public Debate with Annie Besant.

Superior edition, in cloth ........................................
C H R IS T I A N I T Y  A N D  S E C U L A R IS M  ...............

Four Nights’ Public Debate with the Eev. Dr. James 
McCann. In paper overs.

Superior edition in cloth .........................................
I N F I D E L  D E A T H -B E D S  .........................................

Seco d edition, enlarged.
Superior edition, in cloth ........................................

D A R W I N  ON G O D .................................................................
Superior edition, in cloth ...............

Contents:—Darwin’s Grandfather—Darwin’s Father—Darwin’s 
Early Piety—Almost a Clergyman—On Board *he “ Beagle’ — 
Settling at Down—Death and Burial— Purpose of Pamphlet— 
Some Objections—Darwin Abandons Christianity—Deism- 
Creation—Origin of Life—Origin of Man—Animism—A Personal 
God—Design—Divine Beneficence—Religion and Morality— 
Agnosticism anil Atheism.

D E F E N C E  OF F R E E  S P E E C H  ............................
Tnree Hours’ Address to the Jury before Lord Cole- 

'idge With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.
L E T T E R S  TO J E S U S  C H R IS T  ............................
P H IL O S O P H Y  _)F S E C U L A R I S M ................ • ...
T H E  B IB L E  G OD .....................................................
T H E  F O L l Y OF P R A Y E R  ........................................
T H E  I \AP O S S IB L E  C R E E D  ........................................

An Up n setter to the ishop of Peterborough on 
the Sermon on the Mount.

C H R IS T I A N I T Y  A N D  P R O G R E S S ............................
i Repl. to M1 Gladstone.

T H E  S H A D O W  O F T H E  S W O R D ............................
A  moral and statistical Essay on War.

R O Y A L  P A U P E R S .................................................................
Showing what E yaltv does fortho People, and what 

the People do for Royalty.
M R S . B E S A N T ’S T H E O S O P H Y  ............................

A Candid Criticism.
T H E O S O P H Y  A N D  S E C U L A R I S M ............................

A  Rejoinder o Mrs. Besaut.
T H E  N E W  C A G L IO S T R O  ........................................

An Op it Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
W H A T  W A S  C H R I S T ? .....................................................

A Reply to J. S. Mill.
T H E  D Y IN G  A T H E I S T . A  Story ............................
W A S  J E S U S  I N S A N E ? .....................................................

A  searching inquiry into the mental condition of the 
Prophet of Na aretli.

B IB L E  H E R O E S —First Series, in elegant wrapper ... 
(1) Mr. Auam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abrah .m, 
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) II dy Mo es II., (9) 
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jeplitaah anil 
Co., (12) P ofessor Samson. One Penny each singly. 

B IB L E  IT E R O E S —Second Series, in elegant wrapper... 
(13) I’r phot Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint Da. id 1., 
(16) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solom m, (18) Poor 
Job, (19) Hairy Elijah (20) Bald Elislia, (21) General 
Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The Prophets (Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 11 >sea); (24) St. Peter, (25) St. Paul

O. \V. FOOTE and W . P. B ALL. 
B I B L E  H A N D B O O K  F O R  F R E E T H I N K E R S  

A N D  I N Q U IR IN G  C H R IS T I A N S  ...’
Superior edition, in cloth ............................

Sold also in separate parts as follows—
B ible Contradictions .....................................................

The Contr .dictions are printed in parallel columns.
2. B ib le  A b s u r d it ie s ........................................  ..............

Ail the chief Absurdities from GenesLto Revelation, 
convenientl and strikingly arranged, with appropriate 
headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence.

3. B ib le  Atrocities ..................................................................
Containing alt the godly wickedness from Genesis to 

Eevelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for 
easy reference

4. B ible Im m oralities, Indecencies, O bscenities,
Broken Promises, and Uniulfilled Prophecies ...

COLONEL R. G. IN G E R S0LL.
M I S T A K E S  O F M O S E S  ........................................

Superior edition, in cloth ... ............................
Only Complete Edition published in England

D E F E N C E  OF F R E E T H O U G H T  ...............
Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial of C. B. Eeynolds 

for Blasphemy.
R E P L Y  TO G L A D S T O N E  ........................................

With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
R O M E  O R  R E A S O N  ? Reply to Cardinal Manning 
F A I T H  A N D  F A C T . Reply to Rev. Dr. Field
G OD A N D  M A N . Second Reply to Dr. F ie ld ................
T H E  D Y IN G  C R E E D  .....................................................
T H E  H O U S E H O L D  OF F A I T H  ............................

s. d. 
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Now R e a d y .

“ THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION”
GOD THE IMAGE OF MAN— MAN’S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE THE LAST

AND ONLY SOURCE OF RELIGION.

By L U D W I G  F E U E R B A G H .
“ No one has demonstrated and explained the purely human origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.”

—Buchner.
“  I confess that to Feuerbach I owe a debt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling about in uncertainty for the ground, and 

finding everywhere shifting sands, Feuerbach cast a sudden blaze in the darkness and disclosed to me the way.”
—Rev. S. Baring-Gould.

P r ic e  O n e  S h illjn g .

LETTERS™THE CLERGY
F IR S T  SE R IE S.

1. — CREATION
To the Bishop o f Carlisle.

2. —THE BELIEVING THIEF
To the Rev. C. II. Spurgeon.

3. — THE ATONEMENT
To the Bishop o f  Peterborough.

L — OLD TESTAMENT MORALITY
To the Rev. E. R. Bonder, D .D .

5 — INSPIRATION
To the Rev. R . F . Horton, M .A .

6 — CREDENTIALS OF THE GOSPEL
To the Rev. Prof. J. A .  Beet.

7. —MIRACLES
To the Rev. Broumlow Maitland, M .A .

8. —PRAYER
To the Rev. T. Teignmouth Shore, M .A .

IB^r Q - . W -  B O O  T  lEU .
128pp., in Wrapper. ONE SHILLING.

2d. each. PARTS I. and II. 2d. each.

WHY AM I AN AGNOSTIC P
NEW PAMPHLETS BY

COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL.

32 pages. Now R e a d y . Price 3d.

CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS
A  Noble Plea fo r  a Rational Treatment o f Prisoners and a 

Humane Jurisprudence,
By COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL.

Price Id. Price Id.
A  LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS.

THE REY. HUGH PRICE HUGHES’S

CONVERTED ATHEIST
By G. W , Foote .

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire to see this 
pious fraud exposed as widely as possible.

B iograph ical  D ictio n ary
OF

F R E E T H I N K E R S
OF

A LL AGES AND NATI ONS .
BY

J. M. WHEELER.
Price 7/6 Handsomely bound in cloth. Price 7/6

W . J. R en d e ll’s
“ W I F E ’S  F R I E N D . ”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” 
and “ Wife’s Hand Bo >k.” M ide sole y by 
J. Pu l l e n , 15 Chadwell Street Clerken- 
well, and supplied per post, 2s. dozen. For 
particulars of this Malthusian discovery 
send stamped envelope. Iligninson’s 
Syringe, with vertical and reverse cur­
rent, 3s. 6d. and 4 s . 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s 
Powder, Is 2d. Quinine Compound, 
Is. 2d. All other Malthusian Appli­
ances. All prices post free.

H A R T N O L L ,
E nglish and F oreign Chemist,

1a  PICCADILLY
(Under the London Pavilion Music Hall), 

LONDON, W.
Hartnoll’s Specialities, Appliances and 

Medicated Preparations are 
world-renowned.

Spiral, Douche and Latest Improved Syringes. 
Established oveb 50 years.

. RUBBER STAMPS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen 
or Paper; two letters, i s .;  three 
letters, Is. 6d.; any Name, fs% 6d. 
Box. Pad and Ink included. All 
kinds of Stamps. Patterns free. 
Carriage 2d. extra. F. N. IRETON  
and CQ„ 92 Gracechnrch Street, 
London. Agents wanted.

Hot and Strong. Price Twopence.
THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 

OF HELL.
By J. M. W HEELER.

“  An effective little pamphlet, bristling with per- 
tinent quotations.”— “ National Reformer."

It. Forder,- 28 Stonecutter Street.

THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION.
By A rthur  B.-M oss.

Hansdomrly Bound in Cloth. 2s. 6d.
The ‘ 'National Reform er" says: "T h e  author has 

. long won his spurs as a Freethought lecturer, etc. 
j . . one of his best sustained literary efforts."
' The ‘ ‘ Freethinker’ says: ‘ ‘ It is by far the best 
production of Mr. Moss’s pen. and we heartily 
recommend it as an excellent text-book of (he subject. 
The ma ter is good and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy flowing stream of 
science, history, ethics and common sense."
Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s Court; Progressive 

Publishing Co.

TO MARRIED PEOPLE.
A New and Enlarged

ILLUSTRATED LIST OF MALTHUSIAN  
APPLIANCES AND SPECIALITIES 

Will be forwarded per return of post on receipt of 
Id. stamp.

DAVIES, CHEMIST,
101 P A R K  L A N E ,  L E E D S .

PO PULATIO N  LIMITATION.— Practical instrnc- 
-1- tions. Alibntt, Besant, Owen, Knowlton • 7d 
each; lists I d . ; all post free. F is iir r , Koburg, Leeds'

TS THE HOLY GHOST FOOLISH? See "F re e -  
thought Record ” for May. One penny monthly. 

F o r d k r , 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C. • 
F isiir r , Kobnrg, Leeds; and newsagents. ’ * ’

Second Edition. Price 2d. 
T7EGETARIAN FALLACIES. By Dr. C. R. 

v DaYBDALJi. A  paper read at the Health Con­
gress, Hastings, 1889; with opinions of Sir Edwin 
Ohadttick and several Doctors, in course of discus, 
sion. Price 2 d .; post free 2fcd. R. Forder, *28' 
Stonecutter Street, E.C.

rrn E

FAMILY LIMIT
1;. 6d. per doz , post free.

For further Particulars send stampod directed 
envelope to

A, iuOSS, 36 Upper Pirk Street.
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N .

G R A TIS .
AN ILLUSTRATED 1G-PAGE PAMPHLET, contain­
ing extracts from the utterances of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Bishop of Manchester; tho Rovs 
T. R. Malthus, A . E. Whatham, M. J. Savage, 
Leonard Dawson, — Lawton. H. R. Uaweis; tho fol 
lowing Doctors •—Allbutt, Allinson, Armstrong, 
Drys^ale, PyeChavasse, E. B. Foote, Nicholls, Wilder, 
Raciborski, Napheys and Reamy. Also Plato, Aris 
totle, Sismondi, Huxley, Mill, and numerous others. 
Should be read by every married and marriageable 
person. Sent on receipt of stamped addressed envelope 
by J. R. HOLMES, Hanney, Wantage, Berks. 

TESTIMONIALS (Extracts from).
“  The one you sent mo some months since is

Quite W orn  Out
with being lent to so many friends."

44 Some of us have paid five shillings for loss than 
one-tenth of tho inform ation."

^iTANTON, the People’ s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo 
u  bite Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE/ 
2a. Cd. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hour» 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the abovo they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18c. 
gold 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d. extraction, is. painles* 
by g a s ,5 s .

Printed and Published hr (J. W . Foote, at 28 Stone­
cutter Street Fan on Street, London, E.O.


