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MR. BRADLAUGH HOME AGAIN.

Mr. B radlaugh is borne again. He is looking 
decidedly better and has put' on some flesh. But he 
is far from being his old self. It is a pity he could 
not take a three months’ instead of a six weeks’ trip. 
He has his reasons for returning just now to the land 
o f liberty— and rain and fog ; but it will be a 
dreadful pity if he goes to work and overtaxes his 
strength. He has the temperament of a man of 
action, and it must be hard for him to lie id le ; yet 
his life is far too precious to waste, and we earnestly 
hope he will champ the bit, however impatiently, 
instead of starting off for the racecourse. Let him 
ruu when his strength comes back, and he will take 
°iany a prize before he retires from the field.

What struck us as most hopeful was the genial 
animation of Mr. Bradlaugh’s face as he greeted us 
ln bis library on Tuesday. He was in good spirits, 
aud that is half the battle. His trip had been a 
pleasant one, his reception in India was magnificent 
and touching, and he was naturally proud of the 
mementoes of his visit to dusky Ind. A beautiful 
rug lay on the floor; a fine shawl for Mrs. Bonner, 
sent by an Indian in memory of his own mother, 
bung from the back of a chair; and near by was a 
splendid silk turban, meant to give the “  member for 
India ”  the appearance of a full-blown oriental. But 
these are only trifles. The principal things—caskets 
and other articles in silver and gold—had not yet 
arrived. They wore being cleared, happily at the 
expense of the Indian Agency, and were coming on 
in a day or two. Mr. Bradlaugh has arranged to 
have them on view in the minor hall, upstairs, on 
February 16. Judging from the inventory, made out 
by Parsees in a good clerkly hand, they will be well 
worth seeing. They will afterwards go to Northamp
ton for inspection by Mr. Bradlaugh’s constituents.

Now Mr. Bradlaugh has, for the first time in his 
life, a collection of plate, ho will feel a new anxiety. 
Burglars don’t go for books, but plate !— there is a 
fascination in the very word. Oh tho lumpy feel of 
fhe swag, and the joys of tho melting p o t ! Mr. Brad
laugh will have to keep a good strong safe, and some- 
Ltnes down at the House, about two-o’clock in the 
morning, he will say to himself “  I hope the plate’s 
all right ”

Lecturing is out of the question with Mr. Brad- 
Jaugh for some time—no one knows how long. He 
has managed to cancel everything bnt an engage
ment at St. James’s Hall, Manchester, which he will 
therefore fulfil. It is a mistake, however, if Mr. 
Bradlaugh will pardon our saying so. He ought not 
[° go through the ordeal of three lectures in a monster 
hall in ono day. If the engagement must bo kept, 
We hopo the lectures will bo reduced to two.

Freethinkers will be pleased to see “  the plate ”  on 
February 16, but over so much moro pleased to see 
r'fr. Bradlaugh. Hearing about him is all very well, 
hut they want to see him face to face. And it will 
he an eventful meeting. The old general— old in 
service at least—-will bid farewell to the army. Fate
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beckons him away, and he must lay down the leader
ship. Would that it might be otherwise, but “  there 
is no struggling against fate.”  The parting will be 
pathetic to both sides. Let it not be supposed, 
however, that Mr. Bradlaugh leaves us in any other 
sense than as our active leader. His sympathies will 
be with us, he will share our convictions, he will 
rejoice in our success, he will remain a member of our 
Society, he will advise us in our difficulties, and he 
will stand by us in any dark hour of persecution. 
This mitigates the pang of separation. W e lose our 
leader, but only as a leader; not as a friend, not as a 
comrade, not as a counsellor ; and though he cannot, 
alas, ride at our head, we can still say, “  He is ours.”

SACRED STONES.

T he essay of Mr. Grant Allen, in the January number 
of the Fortnightly Review, on “  Sacred Stones ”  
deserves more attention than has hitherto been 
accorded it, as an attempt to illustrate a large and 
important chapter in the history of early religion, and 
especially as a theory of the origin of Jehovah the 
God of the Jews.

One fault we find at the outset. By refusing to 
discuss the phallic theory Mr. Allen spoils his own 
case. Ho not only loses the powerful support of tho 
rite of circumcision, but leaves it unexplained how 
the worship of a stone became one of the most 
advanced cults of antiquity. But Mr. Allen has 
before now expressed his disinclination for martyrdom. 
We appreciate his reserve, and allow his right to 
refuse to enter into the question, but deny his reason 
given that it is “  not cognato to our present inquiry.”

We can understand how a stone, or a cairn set up 
simply as a memorial of a burial place might on that 
account be invested with sacred character and be 
supposed to bo the peculiar residence of the departed 
spirit and tho proper place to make it offerings. No 
doubt this is sufficient explanation of a large part of 
stone-worship. On the other hand, there is abundant 
evidence of conical stones being worshipped as 
creative and considered as presiding over generation. 
The stOne pillars of Baal and the wooden Asherah 
cones, tho chief objects of adoration among tho 
Phoenicians are usually held to bo of phallic character. 
It is unquestionable that the Jews at one time 
worshipped Baal (see Hosea ii., 16 ; Jud. vi., 32), the 
substitution hoslieth—in tho names of Ishboshetb, 
Jerubboshoth, and Mophiboshoth for Eshbaal, Morir 
baal, and Jerubbaal— signifying sexual shame. Tho 
place where the ark stood was indeed called Baale, 
or place of Baal (2 Sam. vi., 2 ; l  Chron., xiii,, 6.)

That tho early Semites were, in part, stone wor
shippers, will not be denied by any competent 
scholar. It is indeed admitted by a reviewer in tho 
Jewish World, who, nevertheless, terms Mr. Allen’s 
attempt to trace Jahveh to the ancestral fetish stone 
of tho people of Israel “  mental myopoea.”

This worship, in fact, lay so deep that Mohammed 
Was unable to eradicate it, as every year’s pilgrimage
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to the Kaaba or black stone at Mecca testifies. The 
denunciations of the Jewish prophets, and the rectifi
cations of the Jewish scribes were unable to erase it. 
In the story of Jacob’s pillar we have an evident 
trace of stone-worship. The pillar itself was anointec 
by the patriarch (Gen. xxviii., 18), and the pillar 
itself, not the spot on which it stood, is called Bethe 
“  the house of God.”  The very name shows that 
the stone was supposed to be the residence of 
a creative spirit. Dr. Robertson Smith’s Religion 
o f the Semites, p. 187, says, “ it seems clear that the 
altar is a differentiated form of the primitive rude 
stone pillar.”  A similar practice of anointing stones, 
known as Baetylia, prevailed in Phoenicia according 
to Philo Byblius, and exactly the same anointing of 
the Linga is performed in India at the present day,

Mr. Allen points out that:—
“  Samuel judged Israel every year at Bethel, the place of 

Jacob’s sacred pillar; at Gilgal, the place where Joshua's 
twelve stones were set up ; and at Mizpeh, where stood the 
cairn surmounted by the pillars of Laban’s covenant. He, 
himself, ‘ took a stone and set it up between Mizpeh and Shen ; ’ 
and its very name, Ebenezer, ‘ the stone of help,’ shows that 
it was originally worshipped before proceeding on an expe
dition, though the Jehovistic gloss, ‘ saying Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped us,’ does its best, of course, to obscure the 
real meaning. It was to the stone circle of Gilgal that Samuel 
directed Saul to go down, saying ‘ I will come down unto 
thee, to offer burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of 
peace offerings.’ It was at the cairn of Mizpeh that Saul 
was chosen king ; and after the victory over the Ammonites, 
Saul went once more to the great Stonehenge at Gilgal to 
‘ review the kingdom,’ and ‘ There they made Saul king 
before Jahveh in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices 
of peace-offerings before Jahveh.’ ”

This last passage, as Mr. Allen points out, is very 
instructive, as showing that in the opinion of the 
writer, Jahveh was then domiciled at Gilgal.

There is no doubt the wandering Jews, like other 
nomads, carried their god about with them. Some
times he was set up at Shiloh, sometimes at Baale. 
But the ark of the testimony (Eduth or significant 
thing) was his peculiar abode. This ark or travelling 
box of the Jewish god was taboo. It was taken into 
battle and relied upon for victory. When the 
Philistines saw it they said “  A  God is come into the 
camp ”  (1 Samuel iv., 7) When they captured the 
ark it gave them a secret disease. Although the 
scribes, as Mr. Allen says, evidently ashamed of tho 
early worship they had outlived, protest somewhat 
vehemently more than once “  There was nothing 
in tho ark save tho two tables of stone which Moses 
put there at Horeb, when Jahvoh made a covenant 
with the children of Israel, when they came out of 
the land of E gypt; ”  yet this much at least even they 
admit, that the object or objects concealed in the ark 
consisted of a sculptured stone or stones; and that to 
dance or sing before this stone or these stones was 
equivalent to dancing or singing before the face of 
Jahveh.

When Jahveh, from being carried about in a box, 
got a house of his own, all its distinctive features 
were Phoenician.* What the Phoenician temples 
wero like, Lucian tells us in his treatise on the 
goddess of Syria. The great pillars, tho ornamenta
tion of palm trees, pomegranites, and tho lotus work 
of Solomon’s joss-house were all Phoenician and all 
phallic.t Solomon himself “  went after Ashtoreth ”
(1 Kings xi., 5) and built the mount of corruption 
for that “  abomination of the Zidonians ”  (2 Kings 
xxiii., 13). We know how continually, despite tho 
maledictions of the prophets, tho people resorted to

* See article “ Temple ” in Encyclopaedia Britimnica. 
f  The Kev. T. Wilson, in his Archaeological Dictionary, article 

“  Sanctum,” observes that “ the Ark of the Covenant, which was the 
greatest ornament of the first temple, was wanting in the second, 
bnt a stone of three inches thick, it is said supplied its place, which 
they [the JewsJ further assert is still in tho Mahommedan mosque 
called The Temple o f the Stone, which is erected where the Temple 
of Jerusalem stood.”

Baal and Asherah worship. We lead (1 Kings xv., 
13, Revised Version) thatMaachab, the queen mother 
of Asa, “  made an abominable image for an Asherah.”  
This the Vulgate translated Priape.

Isaiah Ivii., G, referred to the custom of worshipping 
stones, and Jeremiah plainly indicates the phallic 
view, saying, “  the people said to a stock (pillar) 
Thou art my father, and to a stone (cteis) Thou hast 
brought me forth ”  (ii., 27), and further that they 
defiled the land and committed adultery with stones 
and with stocks (iii., 9), (see too Ezek. xvi., 17). In 
the old hymn, known as the song of Moses, embodied 
in Deuteronomy xxxii, God is frequently called Tsur, 
“  The Rock which begat thee, etc.”  Professor 
Robertson Smith allows that tho two pillars Jachin 
and Boaz, “  The Stablisher ”  and “  In him is 
strength,”  “  were doubtless symbols of Jehovah,”  
(Religion o f the Semites, p. 191.) Taking these things 
in conjunction with the rite of circumcision and the 
evidence that the bull was a symbol of Jahveh, 
that he presided over the opening of the womb, and 
that sacred prostitution was practised by Jews as 
well as by the Phoenicians and Babylonians, we think 
there is some reason for concluding not only that tho 
original object of worship by the Jews was a sacred 
stone, but also that that stone partook of a phallic 
character. J. M. W h e e l e r .

A N  O L D  T A L E
WHICH HAS BEEN TOLD BEFORE.

Mary had a little lamb, such lambs have been before,
But this one, so says sacred history,
(The first often is) was quite a mystery.
A mystery, “  not too deep,” indeed,
“ Just deep enough ”  to start a creed,
Which being opposed to sense and reason,

To doubt it is most awful treason. Such creeds have been 
before.

The babe was born, as babies arc, much as they were before, 
And Herod sent his men of war,
To “ scrag” the bairnies near and far,
And though so very well connected,
As this one could not be protected,
Warned by an angel to decamp,

Joe and “  the missis ”  went on tramp. Such tramps have 
been before.

The child grew up. Its nothing new. Small boys grew up 
before.
Little is known of good or bad 
About tho simple village lad.
The youth, too, was kept from public view,
Biding his timo to “  fetch ”  the Jew.
The man cured fits, healed blind and lame,

In fact went through “  the same old game ”  all prophets 
played before.

He cursed a flg-troe, branch and root. No one did that before—  
But no one, save a daft “  galoot.”
At the wrong timo would look for fruit.
He turned the water into wine,
And turned the devils into swine ;
He stole a “  moke ” to meet his need,

He rode the fiery untamed steed, which no man rode before.

Leading a mob, a rabble rout, such mobs havo been before, 
He gave them, once! a good blow out,
That they might stay to hear him “  spout ”
Of Justice, which never interferes,
Mercy, which strikes through endless years,
Love, which unpitying marks our tears,
Love, that sees hunger, anguish, gloom,

Love, that relentless fixed his doom, thousands of years before.

He died ! ’Twas a pious, savage age. It won’ t occur again.
Fanatics may prate, and priests may rage,

The growing years have turned that page. It won’t occur again. 
Above cruel superstition’s tomb 
The flowers of human peace shall bloom,
Reason and science no more dumb,

! ave hailed the light. The dawn has come. It won’t occur 
again. A itoh Jai A itch,
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LETTERS TO THE CLERGY.— IX.
On “  C h r is t  a n d  H u m a n it y .”

To the Rt. Ttev. Edward White Benson, 
Archbishop o f  Canterbury.

You assert that the Church “  has always been the 
pioneer, the first beginner of every advance in 
systematic education.”  Again I turn to the episcopal 
voting list. I find that in 1839 the Parochial Schools 
Bill was before the House of Lords, authorising 
magistrates to provide schools where they were 
wanted, out of the rates. It was rejected in a full 
bouse by a majority of two to one. The Bishops, 
however, showed a still greater disproportion. Their 
majority against the Bill was five to one. Three 
voted for it and fifteen against.

The Reform Bill of 1331 was supported by two 
Bishops and opposed by twenty-one. Next year the 
Bill was carried in the House of Lords by a small 
majority. But the Bishops still showed a majority 
against it, their vote being twelve to fifteen.

Against every proposal in favor of religious liberty 
the Bishops have been in overwhelming opposition. 
By twenty-five to two they helped to reject the first 
Bill for enabling Catholics to sit in Parliament; and 
even when the Bill was finally carried in the Lords 
by a majority of two to one, the Bishops were still 
recalcitrant, twelve voting for the Bill and fifteen 
against.

Por the admission of Jews to Parliament the bench 
pf bishops gave three votes, and twenty against it. 
~wo bishops voted for the admission of Dissenters to 
ttle universities, and twenty-two against it. They 
^ever gave a single vote in favor of the Church Rate 
Abolition Bill. In short, they have opposed every 
progressive measure, and even when they saw it must 
bo carried they had not the grace to go with the 
stream. Thus, my lord, has the Church been “  the 
Soul-” of reform.

Your Grace finds that the motive power of the 
Church’s energies is threefold— “  Knowledge of God, 
the Memory of a Self Dedication, the reception of a 
Supernatural Gift.”

What knowledge of God do the clergy possess 
beyond laymen ? Revelation, as you call it, is 
accessible to both; and it has yet to bo proved that 
clergymen possess any special organ of spirituality. 
What knowledge, my lord, has any man of God ? 
There is speculation, conjecture, and dogma; but 
how much real information ? All religions, all sects, 
claim a definito knowledge of God ; and soxie of their 
votaries—to borrow Matthew Arnold’s language— 
speak of him as familiarly as thouglx he were a 
gentleman living in the next street. But the religions 
and sects contradict, and often vilify, each other; and 
their only absolute agreement is a common disagree
ment. Poll them all, and there would be an 
overwhelming majority against each; and Atheists 
Would voto with the majority in every division.

You and I, my lord, are both men. I know nothing 
of God, and I believe you know as little. Multiply 
your ignorance by the number of the clergy, and the 
result is still ignorance. Upon this subject the 
philosopher and the fool, the poet and the dullard, 
are on tho same level. Differences of wisdom and 
faculty only relato to this world. With regard to the 
supernatural every man’s intellect is a blank. lie  
may pretend otherwise, but he is able to produce 
nothing but the scribblings and sketches of fancy on 
tho canvass of the unknowable.

Knowing nothing of God, tho clergy presume to 
be his oracles. Knowing nothing of futurity, they 
pretend to discloso its secrets. They trade upon tho 
^noranco of their fellow men. Their business is 
mystery. Prom the savage sorcerer to the civilised 
Archbishop there are many gradations, but no change 
m tho profession. Thero is a difference of persons in 
a unity of essence. Tho priest dogmatises for a

living, and we must die to find out his truth or falsity ; 
and as dead men tell no tales, the well-feed prophet 
has no dread of detection. He goes on with his craft 
until men see that he knows no more than they.

By the Memory of a Self-Dedication I presume you 
mean that the clergy are in a special sense devoted to 
their calling. I do not believe it. I believe they go 
into the Church, as other men go into the army or 
the navy, the law or medicine, tailoring or shoemaking, 
farming or shopkeeping—for a living. I believe thou
sands of them know that the “  call of the Holy Ghost”  
is arrant humbug. They take on the Church 
doctrines like the fixtures of a business. It was a 
clergyman, the Reverend Sidney Smith, that told the 
story of the young man asked to sign the Thirty-Nine 
Articles, who replied “  Forty if you like.”

The clergy’s “  reception of a supernatural Gift ”  
can mean nothing but their reception of the Holy 
Ghost. They claim to derive it by apostolic succes
sion, which is ’one of the greatest in the long list of 
Church frauds. Bishops impart the Holy Ghost by 
the laying on of hands. Placing them on the head of 
a young man who is being inducted into holy orders, 
the Bishop sends a discharge of the Spirit through 
the kneeler’s skull, and the current is strong enough 
to penetrate the thickest. When the kneeler rises to 
his feet he looks a trifle sillier than before. He has 
no more sense, no more character, no more courage— 
but ho is full of the Holy Ghost, and millions of dupes 
have the folly to believe this impudent imposture.

Bishops hawk about the Holy Ghost as a trade 
commodity. When a church is to be consecrated, a 
Bishop enters the edifice as the builder leaves it. 
The stones, mortar, and woodwork are exactly like 
those of any other structure. But the Bishop—for a 
consideration— fills the place with the requisite 
amount of the Holy Ghost. Henceforth the building 
is sacred. Stealing from it is not only robbery but 
sacrilege. Yet it is not at all safer from accident, 
and no Insurance Company would grant a policy 
upon the church unless a lightning conductor were 
placed above it, to prevent the first person of the 
Trinity from making mistakes in a thunderstorm.

For a consideration, again, a Bishop will con
secrate a cemetery. An arbitrary line is made with 
a tape and chalk; tho Bishop stands on one side of 
it, discharges some Holy Ghost, like a clerical torpedo, 
and that portion of the cemetery is fit for the reception 
of Church corpses. But there is no discoverable 
difference between tho two soils, and the corpses on 
either side of the lino of consecration rot with equal 
celerity, unless the Church has the elevated ground, 
and all tho drainage runs into the Dissenting 
graves.

Another use to which the clergy put their “  super
natural Gift ”  is the manufacture of holy water. 
Aqueous fluid, supplied by an oirdinary Water 
Company, is put into a stone basin. Tried by 
chemical tests, it is precisely the same water as what 
flows from the domestic tap. But it is consecrated. 
There is a mysterious change. A little of tho holy 
water, sprinkled on a baby’s face, makes it a child'of 
grace; and the price is only seven-and-sixpence. 
Henceforth God loves it, instead of hating it ; and 
should it die, it will go to Heaven instead of Hell. 
No doubt the operation is worth the money if it does 
what you pretend. But I defy you to prove that it 
does anything of tho kind. 1 maintain that baptism 
is on a level with fortune-telling, and one business is 
as disreputable as tho other.

G. W. FOOTE.
(T o be continued.)

MR. Sym es  is continuing his articles on “  The Roman 
Catacombs,”  quoting from the works of the ltev. J. S. 
Northcote, the Rev. W. B. Marriott, and Rev. J. P. Lundy, 
in proof that the symbols in the Catacombs were originally 
I’agaD, and that no new doctrine can be found in the 
Christian creed.
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A C I D  D R O P S .
God has been up and doing of late, and the list oi 

casualties in this best of all possible worlds is a long one. 
Here are a few items. Terrific gale in the Atlantic, several 
wrecks, and fatal fire on a steamship; Knowstone Vicarage, 
North Devon, the residence of the Rev. Prebendary 
Matthew, burnt down ; a Catholic church destroyed by an 
avalanche at Sierra City ; five persons killed at a funeral 
at Chicago ; a train on fire, and one person burnt to death 
in Russia ; trains blocked up on the Union Pacific Railroad 
and passengers dying of exhaustion ; lighthouse keepers at 
Fastnet Rock hoisting flag of distress, and unable to be 
communicated with. These are all found in one copy of a 
paper, and afford sufficient material for thought to suffice 
Theists for the rest of their lives.

The south wall of the new Throop Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in course of erection at Brooklyn was blown down 
by the wind and killed six persons. Such is the Lord’s 
care over his buildings and people.

The publication of Mr. Justin McCarthy’s second volume 
of the History of the Four Georges recalls the old story 
of the dying Queen’s appeal to her husband to take a new 
wife after her death, and the King’s earnest disclaimer of 
any such purpose; the assurance that he would have 
mistresses, and then the Queen’s cry of cruel conviction 
from hard experience, “  Oh, mon Dieu, cela n'empeche 
p a s !"  ____

fo But there is another and equally significant story of Sir 
Robert Walpole, in connection with the Queen’s death. 
When they brought the Archbishop of Canterbury to pray 
with her, it was for no better reason, according to Sir Robert, 
who recommended the step, than that it would do neither harm 
nor good. “  It will satisfy all the wise and good fools, 
who will call us Atheists if we don’t pretend to be as great 
fools as they are.”  This shows that Sir Robert Walpole, 
like his son Horace, was of what the first Earl of Shaftes
bury called the religion of all sensible men. When asked 
what religion that was, Shaftesbury replied, “  sensible men 
never tell.”

Mrs. Alexander Ireland lectured on Sunday evening at 
Toynbee Hall on “ Browning as a Teacher.”  With 
Browning, she said, there was no “ perhaps ”  or “  possibly.” 
Now this is only saying that Browning was cocksure where 
he was ignorant. It is a poor compliment to his judgment, 
but'these rabid Christians are so anxious to make the most 
of Browning as to run the risk of disgusting sober people. 
Could there be a sillier notion than this—that because 
Browning was a great poet, he was a special authority on 
the gospels and the divinity of Christ ? Shelley and Byron 
were great poets and they rejected the gospels and the 
divinity of Christ. But Christians must rest on “ authority ” 
of some sort, and they are treating Browning as their sheet 
anchor. Why not make a new Christ of him ? He had 
more brains than the old one. Still, there was a sappy spot 
in them, where the cells generated “  religion.”

After reading Shakespeare through again, a few years 
before his death, Browning said he was struck by the 
perfect ease with which the great dramatist mounted the 
throne of poesy, while the rest of the tribe climbed with 
difficulty to their lower positions on the steps. Well, it is 
impossible to make out that Shakespeare was a Christian 
at all. He seems to have been a thorough Pagan. And 
we believe he would have smiled at the religious stuff which 
Browning thrust into the least enduring part of his work.

Tennyson sings—
Our little systems have their day,

They have their day and cease to bo.
Yes, the creeds come and go, but M an  remain«, and the 
poet that lives is the one who takes man for his theme. 
Homer’s gods and goddesses are now but fantastic fictions, 
but Hector holding in his arms the boy who is frightened 
by his helmet, and Achilles weeping over the dead body of 
Patroclus— these are immortal, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. ____

Talmage went to Jericho. What a pity he didn’t stop 
there.

Talmage carries to America a block of marble from 
Mars Hill and a piece of stone from Calvary. They are to 
be built into his new Tabernacle. But why not put them 
into a quarter-dollar side-show ?

Before leaving Liverpool the great, grand, magnificent 
Talmage went to Ilawarden and saw the Grand Old Man. 
W e don’t suppose Gladstone would ever think of inviting 
Ingersoll to the castle, but he might do a great deal worse, 
for “  Pagan Bob ”  would probably be the best company he 
ever had. Gladstone admits that Ingersoll writes with “  a 
rare and enviable brilliancy,”  and that is a great deal more 
than any man in his senses could say of Talmage.

Talmage was interviewed after his Hawarden visit by a 
Pall Mall Gazette man. The Yankee preacher said “  I 
am writing a Life of Christ, and I have been to Palestine 
with that object in view.” Talmage is like th9 gentleman 
who knew the truth of Noah’s Flood, for he had just visited 
the part of the world where it happened, and actually went 
half way up Mount Ararat.

Good God! Another Life of Christ! Every popular preacher 
takes a turn at it. Poor old Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John didn’t understand the business, although they were 
inspired ; and, although nobody knows anything of the life 
of Christ except what they tell us, dozens of divines try to 
set them right. There really ought to be a tax on Lives of 
Christ—a pound a page at the very least.

Mr. Gladstone was asked by Talmage whether his faith 
in Christianity had wavered in his old age. It was a silly 
question, for old age is not the time when faith wavers. 
Sir. G'adstone replied “  The longer I live the stronger 
grows my faith in God, and my only hope for the world is 
that the human race will be brought more into contact with 
Divine revelation.” Very interesting, of course; but Mr. 
Gladstone’s “  faith ”  proves nothing. When he condescends 
to reason, as in the tilts with Huxley and Ingersoll, he 
makes a very poor show for his creed.

The London Star, reporting an interview with Talmage, 
describes him as follows:— '• There is nothing of the smug 
piety look about Dr. Talmage. He does not clasp his 
hands, or show the whites of his eyes, or speak in a tone of 
intellectual agony, or do anything in that style. Ho is a 
practical religionist, and he looks it. He is a tall, spare 
man, with a keen, shrewd, practical face, thin hair, turning 
grey over the temples, and an unmistakable Yankee accent. 
His clothes have no clerical cut, his manner has no clerical 
flavor, his voice has no clerical intonation. He stands before 
you looking and speaking like a clever and exceedingly 
practical man of the world. He gives you the impression 
that if he had been born a New Englander, and had been 
thrown by circumstances into the nutmeg business, ho would 
have been the smartest and the biggest man in the trade.”

Tlief ull text of the Papal Encyclical Letter is now published 
in the Tablet. It shows that the old Pope is still hanker
ing after his temporalities, and yearning to reorganise 
society under the sway of a crushing absolution. Ho says 
God—-that is,^the Pope—must be put before man—that is, 
the King. Yet everyone must remain in their appointed 
places, and the bishops must be obeyed, not only in matters 
of dogma, but (so the Letter implies) in everything else 
they may choose to command. The Letter shows that 
Pecci is more under the influence of the Jesuits than ever.

The Catholic journals have explained to their own satis
faction why the late learned Dr. Dollinger was not recon
ciled to the Church before he died. He was deficient in 
prayer. lie  said the mass, but laid aside the breviary. 
Hence his departure for l.

The Catholics are getting up a big pilgrimage to Jeru
salem for the ensuing spring. It will have the Papal 
blessing and is expected to bring a pile of money into 
the Church coffers. ____

Dr. Parker is writing a story in Great Thoughts. It is a kind 
of autidote to Robert Elsmcre. The last instalment con
tains some passages on “  the comical side of God.” That 
is a side with which Dr. Parker should be familiar. The
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Bible gives a lot of “  the comical side of God,” and a good 
deal of his savage side as well.

Hugh Price Hughes has recently published a book on 
The Philanthropy o f  God. It seems to us that God's 
philanthropy is very old-fashioned. For instance, he has 
sent us the influenza, and the microbes’ butcher’s bill is 
worse than that of a big campaign. This may be a ble-s- 
ing, but if so, it is a blessing in disguise.

Said Mr. Dashwood, at a public meeting of the Lady 
Havelock Branch of the Young Women’s Christian Asso
ciation— “ I have never known a Christian young woman to 
wear a fringe, or a Christian young man to part his hair in 
the middle.”  Well now, if you look at the pictures oi 
Jesus Christ, you will always see his hair parted in the 
middle. What is Mr. Dashwood thinking about ? He will 
spend a bad quarter of an hour when J. C. gets hold of him.

N ot  a  Ch r is t ia n  Y oung  M a n .
He always was good to his ma and his dad,

And he played Sankey’s hymns on the fiddle;
He looked on the Stage as the road to the bad— 

But he parted his hair in the middle.
Ho never was known to descend to untruth,

And no man of a copper he’d diddle;
In all things he was a respectable youth—

But he parted his hair in the middle.
When a victim to praying and fasting as well 

He gave up life’s difficult riddle,
Old Charon remarked, as he labelled him “ Hell,”

“  He parted his hair in the middle.”
_____ — “ Dagonet ”  in Befcrcc.

Mr. Dashwood would have St. Paul’s authority for a 
«rasade against ladies’ short hair. W e advise him to go on 
that “ la y ”  instead, if he has the courage to face the 
cornets’ nest he would raise.

A good deal of correspondence on the subject of tithes 
nas been going on in the Conservative Standard. The 
clergy say they can’t get their dues, and the farmers say 

tithes are ruining them. It some places it appears that 
the tithes actually exceed the rental of the land. Each 
Party thinks of itself, and seems to forget the important 
' act that tithes, like all other Church property, is national 
Property, aud, whether enforced or remitted, it must bo in 
apCordauco with the national will, and not in the interest 
of any particular class, whether farmers or clergy.

The heresy hunt after Dr. Marcus Dods continues to 
gather volume in Scolland. Several of the Presbyteries, 
alarmed at the prospect of students being educated by one 
unsound in the faith, have sent in petitions to have the 
Matter inquired into. ____

A Mr. Nevins, who defends the plenary inspiration of 
the old Testament, says, in the Church Times, that there 
Is no contradiction between 2 Sam. xxiv., 24, which says 
that David bought the threshing floor and ox<m for fifty 
shekels of silver, aud 1 Chron., xxi., 20, which says he gave 
for the place six hundred shekels of gold, since, says he, 
they were two different transaction*. This is a pure 
assumption. Precisely the same things are referred to in 
hoth chapters. But Christians will resort to any subterfuge 
rather than admit the existence of any flaw in their fetish 
hook.

bean awful lot of Sunday school teachers in 
According to a newspaper paragraph a 
lem have signed a memorial to tho mayor, 

Protesting against the hawking in tho streets on the Lord’s 
<Hy. They declare that tho noise greatly interferes with 
the training1 of tho young in the laws of God and mars the 
solemnity of divine worship They predict that tho dese
cration will bring down tho Lord’s displeasure upon the 
town, and call upon the mayor to put an immediate stop 
to these lamentable violations of tho fourth commandment.

W e presume the poor hawkers are trying to get an 
honest living and keep out of the gaol and workhouse. 
Perhaps they make an unnecessary noise, but after all they 
tcay bo less selfish than the godly folk who are so scan

There must 
Portsmouth, 
thousand of tl

dalised by their behavior. When we were last at Ports
mouth we had to pass a gospel-shop on the road from the 
lecture-hall. Outside the door there was a gang of 
“  respectable ” worshippers—men and women—who mono
polised the pavement right to the kerbstone, and every 
passer-by had to step into the muddy road. Yet we dare 
say they had been listening inside to “ the glorious gospel 
of love.”

The Rev. J. Bar-Pollock, of Gateshead, has been setting 
Darwin, Huxley, and Haeckel right on Evolution. He has 
his own ideas of evolution— obviously enough— and he 
draws them, not from Nature, but from the Bible. Poor 
Bar-Pollock! ____

The reverend gentleman said, amidst immense applause, 
that he didn’t believe in an ape becoming the man who 
built the Forth Bridge. Well, now, it strikes us that if an 
ape and Mr. Bar-Pollock began building the Forth Bridge 
a mile apart from each other, they would get on at pretty 
much the same rate, and get finished about the same 
time.

Chu-Fong, who in New York has been known as the 
Chinese Napoleon of finance, has been arrested for forgery. 
He proves to have been even more of a gay Lothario than 
was reported. He was found in a house on Fifteenth 
Street, in the midst of a circle of pretty American girls 
whom he was supporting, one of whom was his former 
Sunday School teacher. The pious have now discovered 
that his Christianity was a sham. But Chu-Fong had 
doubtless been taught that all good things were for those 
who love the Lord.

Episcopal Bishop Huntington, of New York, thinks these 
two prayers should be putin tho liturgy of the Episcopalian 
church:

Incline the hearts of employers and of those whom they 
employ to mutual forbearance, fairness and good will.

Suffer not the hire of the laborers to bo kept back by 
fraud ?

What for ? To inform God that capitalists and laborers 
are not getting along together very well ? To persuade 
God to do what he would not otherwise do ? Or are they 
two new planks in the Church’s religio-political platform ? 
They certainly resemble such planks in that they mean 
nothing.— Twentieth Century.

Canon Talbot, in his course of lectures on “  The Bible : 
How wo got it, and how we should uso it,” after stating 
that English Christians had to wait 900 years before tho 
Hebrew and Greek manuscripts wero translated into our 
own tongue—a very curious circumstance, if God was 
desirous of people reading his revelation—iusisted on the 
great inferiority there must be between a translation and 
the original. This seems to us another reason why revela
tion should be direct. But, apart from this, we deliberately 
hold that much of the beauty of the English Bible has been 
given to it by the noble language of its translators. In 
truth, we yet want a literal translation of God’s barbarous 
Hebrew and canine Geeek, and when that is made we pre
dict that all the gilt will be off the gingerbread, the glamor 
of the Bible will be gone.

Advices from San Francisco report the collapse of a 
Chinese temple at Shantung and tho loss of about two 
hundred and fifiy lives. The people were witnessing a 
theatrical performance, which in China sometimes partakes 
of a religious character. ____

A youth at Bedford hanged himself on Monday morning 
in a barn adjoining his homo, after attending a Christadel- 
pliian service on Sunday evening.

A religious crank named Robert Alexander shot at the 
Bishop of Philadelphia while he was conducting service at 
St. John’s Church in that city. Ho probably felt himself 
inspired. ____

The Theosophical Society in India seems in danger of 
being eclipsed by a rival Psycho-religious Society, which 
has lately held a meeting in Calcutta, under the presidency 
of Dr. Salzer. From the address of this gentleman we 
learn that a great object of the society i3 to discover “ how
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psychic energy may be employed to rule a person from a 
distance of many miles.”  Well India has been ruled from 
a distance of very many miles and we do not wonder that 
Hindoos are anxious to learn the secret. But we fancy 
they will discover little through the Psycho Religious 
Society.

The editor of Great Thoughts is chairman of the Jeru
salem Cyclorama Company (Limited), which proposes to 
raise £28,000 to buy a cyclorama picture of Jerusalem and 
the crucifixion, which, having failed to draw in America, 
will, it is hoped, just suit the religious minded people of 
England,

f  “  Rector ”  writing in the Church Times objects to the 
assertion that it was a shark that swallowed Jonah as a 
contradiction to our blessed Savior, who in Matt, xii., 40, 
affirms it was a whale. Rector says that the spermaceti 
whale sixty feet long, has a throat wide enough to swallow 
a man. Pity J. C., did not inform us it was a spermaceti 
whale while he was about it.

Mr. Joseph English is demolishing Atheism at Wigan> 
but the Observer devotes all its report to the speech of his 
chairman, Mr. Thomas Freeman. We learn from this that 
the great English not only annihilated Atheism, but com
pletely refuted Darwinism, to the entire satisfaction of an 
audience that probably knew as much about the subject as 
their anthropoid progenitors.

Poor Darwin 1 He spent fifty years in deep research 
and hard thinking, and never foresaw that his theories 
would all be exploded in ten minutes by English.

The Manchester City News remarks that the lay nurses 
in the Paris hospitals are more expensive than the sisters of 
mercy. Very likely. The sisters took a small salary in 
consideration of being allowed to proselytise the dying. 
They pestered those who did not want their attentions, and 
made themselves a nuisance. On the whole it is always 
best to pay properly for service. Those who render it for 
nothing, or next to nothing, have usually an ulterior end in 
view. ____

Complaint is also made that the Paris Municipal Council 
has removed all emblems of religion from the hospitals. 
And why not ? Why should a sick Freethinker, or a sick 
Jew, be obliged to lie in bed and look at a crucifix ? Any 
sick Christian who wants such an article can cuddle it in 
bed with him. But somehow the Christian never thinks he 
has fair play unless he rules the roost.

By way of being all things to all men, the Bishop of 
Exeter is visiting the factories in the city and addressing 
meetings of the men. Very democratic, no doubt ; but, at 
the end, the Bishop returns to his palace and his big 
episcopal salary. It will be a long time before he imitates 
St. Paul so far as to make a decent living by sail-making.

“ Muscular Christianity ”  flourishes at Fulham. The Rev. 
P. S. G. Propert has established a St. Andrew’s Athletic 
Club, and the other evening the muscular Christians gave a 
public performance. There was plenty of boxing, and one 
of the winners got a very sanguinary nose. W e should 
like to have seen J. C. at this entertainment.

There is one Rev. James, a Methodist divine and man of 
God, whom the wicked have been persecuting in Los 
Angeles, California. Ungodly L. S. Baisly sends here a 
lengthy newspaper report of the sore tribulations of this 
good man. Mr. B. says Los Angeles is “  infested with 
preachers and other dead-beats.” But this doesn’t justify 
the ungodly in putting the wife of good Rev. James up to 
sue her divine spouse with all her might for a divorce, and 
to go on to the witness stand and tell how the man of 
God turned her and his home into a Turkish seraglio. It 
seems that the UDgodly will never permit the messengers 
of the Most High to harvest their perquisites in peace. The 
holy men of God know the good book allows them all the 
wives and deputy wives they want. But just let one of 
them live in accordance with the divine law and see how 
quick man’s law will yank him before the judge ! It is a 
shame. W e havn’t heard what was done with the Rev.

James, but have no doubt he was juggled out of all his 
women and gaoled !— Ironclad Age.

An astonishing number of people claim to have been 
Darwinians before Darwin. Professor Max Muller, in an 
article on “  Thought Thicker than Blood ”  in The Open 
Court, enrols himself among the number. His claims are 
about as groundless as the rest, being based simply on the 
fact that in 1854 he believed in the unity of mankind, and 
said that “  the common origin of the negro and the Greek 
admits of as little doubt as that of the poodle and grey
hound.”

W e are glad to see the stand which Mr. Hopwood, Q'.Cl,. 
is making against our prison system. He says it is cruel, 
torturing and degrading ; yet “  we are fools enough, o r  
hypocritical enough, to believe that this sort of régime can 
do good, can elevate, can reform !”  The fact is, our prison- 
system is based on the stupid and brutal Christian idea of 
punishment, aDd it will only be reformed as that idea perishes.

The Bishop of St. Davids, preaching on Sunday in West
minster Abbey, was good enough to say that he feared 
Dissenters did not always pay sufficient attention to moral 
teaching. Of course the Church does. Hence the number 
of clergy who get into trouble.

Alas poor ghosts! They can’t get a recognition in the 
courts. Mr. Kinney, of Drogheda, found he had taken- a 
haunted house, where the ghost not only made objectionable- 
noises, but actually flung the furniture on the family when 
in bed. Mr. Kinney left the place and declined to pay 
“  rint ” like a true-born Irishman. But the magistrate said1' 
that ghosts were no exouse for non-payment, and made an- 
order in favor of the landlord.

Mark this, dear reader. Mr. Smith, the defendant’s 
solicitor, was prepared with plenty of witnesses to prove 
that the house was haunted, but the magistrate snapped his 
finger at their evidence. No quantity of witnesses would 
fix up the ghost. Just carry this reasoning a little further,, 
and what becomes of all the Bible ghosts, for whom no wit
nesses can be produced ? Not a single one of them would, 
be able to make out a case in a law court— not even the 
great Jerusalem ghost, no nor the Holy Ghost.

Dr. Dale does not countenance the attempt to get rid of 
the good old orthodox theory of the Atonement. The 
Church through all ages, he says, has held the doctrine of 
atonement and substitution ; Christ himself declared that 
he came into the world to give his life a ransom for many. 
This is at least honest. W e like to see a Christian stand up 
for his creed, instead of crying “  Please sir, I didn’t mean it.”

Dr. Parker is appealing to the world at largo to support 
his Temple. But there is one sort of supporter he doesn’t 
want— “ the man who exhausts the patience and tries the- 
Christian temper of members of the staff by his particu
larity in the selection of a sitting, who omits to pay the 
subscription at the time, and is never again heard of.”  
“  Such instances,” adds the Doctor, “  are by no means in
frequent.”  Sad confession! There ought to be more 
honor among— Christians. ____

A sad story was that of the poor, forlorn Terra del Fuego 
woman who died in St. George’s Union Infirmary. 
Separated from her savage companions who wore exhibited 
at the Aquarium, she was for some time unable to eat, as 
the doctors didn’t understand that she wanted raw horse
flesh. Her dirt came off in layers, and she gibbered a 
protest against being washed. Still, she had a sense o f 
religion. Go down as far as you will you find that. 
Father Herbert found she would pray and kiss a crucifix; 
so she made quite an edifying end, and no doubt she is 
now in “  the happy land, far, far away.” Anyhow she is 
far, far away from Father Herbert’s fellow Christians who 
brought her over on show, as a kind of prize beast, and 
left her to die in a strange land.

Writing in the Signal, Mrs. M. Baxter, the wife o f  
Prophet Baxter, says: “  It is no great credit to our English. 
Christianity that the native Hindoos believe that in order 
to be Christians they must also become drunkards.”
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M R . F O O T E ’S E N G A G E M E N T S .

Sunday, Feb. 2, Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, London; 
at 7, “ Why 1 am an Atheist.”

Feb. 9, Blackburn; 16, Milton Hall, London; 23, Hall of 
Science, London.

March 2, Manchester; 9, Camberwell; 16, Cardiff; 23 and 
30, Hall of Science, London.

April 6, Milton Hall; 13, Portsmouth ; 20, Hall of Science ; 
27, Hall of Science.

May 4, Newcastle ; 11, South Shields.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica
tions to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C. 

I he Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid:— One Year, 6s. 6d .; Half Year, 
3s. 3d.; Three Months, Is. 74d. Australia, China and Africa : 
'—One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. lO d.; Half Year, 5s. 5d. 
Three Months, 2s. 8)d.

Scale of A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 
repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
Wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.
. I— We do not know the name of a bookseller or newsagent 
ln Chester who sells the Freethinker. Perhaps some of our 

j  r.ea,Jers in that city can inform our correspondent.
'■Ti S— Mr. Foote is recovering, but the after-effects of the 

Gl!i; UCnza are troublesome. Thanks for the cuttings. 
y-ueaded A theist.—It was dealt with last week, and we 
ntJ°t reprint the verse, otherwise yours should have followed 

0 ' IF is correspondent wishes to know of any newsagent at 
A T ,riear Walham Green who supplies the Freethinker.

' ap-T0N.—Thanks. There are hundreds of good Voltaire 
I! p?rles> an(I some day we may make a collection of them.

' ;!■ (Liverpool^.— Look at the difficulties. It is hard to
obtain halls at all, and when we can obtain one, like the Lord 
kelson Street Hall, the proprietor insists on charging us three 

^n>es as much as he charges the religious bodies. Further, all 
ehgious bodies are more or less endowed, and the law does 

II p Permit Freethought to receive a legacy.
' I -—Your letter Is interesting, and your efforts at self-culture 
a° y°u great credit. We advise you to read the following 
Works:—Greg’s Creed o f  Christendom, Giles’s Christian and 
nelrciv Records, Meredith’s Prophet o f  Nazareth, llavet’s Le 
t hristianisme ct scs Origines, Tylor's Primitive Culure. Lecky’s 
Rationalism, Gibbon’s Decline and Full and Supernatural Religion. 
Hindley.—Yes, there is a third Freethought journal, the 

Agnostic Journal.
Recruit.— Always glad to receive cuttings, but the one you 
scud appeared in the Freethinker—in substance—several weeks

wae°-L. W.—Of the Prisoner for Blasphemy there are only shilling 
and sixpenny copies left. The latter are water-stained, 

■lyj'anks for the cuttings.
• H. Brown.— Our readers do us, and other readers, a real 
service by sending us cuttings.
•Aaewiger, 5 Hull Place, Osborne Street, Hull, will be glad to 

g Receive any Freethought literature for distribution
• otandring.—One side has as much right to be heard as the 
other, and many of Air. Symes’s friends in England were 
anxious to know his view of Mrs Besant’s conversion to Theo- 
sophy. Mr. Symes doesn’t mince matters, but wo don’t like

a J® IFe less for that.
• W inney— See “  Sugar Plums.” Your Sick Society seems 

No ioCniGly wt‘F managed.
' I*— Glad to hear you are still spreading the light.

ERITe says : “ When, for the philanthropic purpose of help- 
nS some poor Christian to get the superstition out of his head, 
freethinker is left in some public place, it is a very good plan 

,P “ rst write on it the address of the nearest newsagent where 
can be procured. I have recommended this plan to several 

rppncIs of Freethought who had never thought of it before.” 
us correspondent asks us to publish a complete list of news- 

who sell the Freethinker. We shall be happy to do so.
■ 1 * tho newsagents who seo this paragraph send us their

H. O T’8 and adllrcsses ?
’l . ' IHOMAS.—The address of the Freethinker's Magazine is 
tw'5 ^ a’ u Street, Buffalo, New York, U.S.A. Its price is 

enty cents a single number, or two dollars per year. Dr. 
Town, in his Oriental Researches, published at Rockford, 

jl 'ln,')1®> goes further than Prof Rawson in the same direction, 
c h°i(js there is no proof of a Jewish nation before the Baby-

lt .C hap CaPtivi<y-
reportIAN— ^  0 are considering the feasibility of inserting
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W. B. T hompson —There is a half-crown edition of Marlowe 
published by Vizetelly in the “ Mermaid Series.” Mr. Rogers 
must have a strange pair of eyes not to see that Marlowe was 
far from a Christian.

W. H olland.— Mr. Foote is gradually improving. Thanks for 
the cutting.

E. Smedley.— (1) Faith is belief beyond reason. It is not primarily 
an intellectual, but an emotional function. (2) The debate 
between Airs. Besant and Mr Foote was on Socialism. (3) 
David King's pamphlet is addressed to believers. There is 
nothing in it for a Freethinker to answer or consider.

W. AIitchell.—The verse is meritorious in sentiment but defec
tive in workmanship.

C. B. H yde.—No thanks are necessary. We desire to see the 
N. S. S. include every reader of the Freethinker.

A dmirer— You don’t seem to have much religion left. Thanks 
for the cuttings, but there are so many “ converted Atheist”  
stories afloat that we can’t deal with all of them. We want 
the Hugh Price Hughes one settled first.

P apers R eceived.—Der Arme Teufel — Ironclad Age—Frei
denker— Neues Freireligiöses Sonntags-Blatt —  Liberator— 
Fritankaren—Freethought—Secular Thought— Open Court— 
Evening Standard—Western Figaro— Western American— 
Newcastle Daily Chronicle—Leeds Daily News—Twentieth 
Century—Devon Evening Express—Argonaut—Essex County 
Chronicle—Golden Perhaps.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish our attention 
directed.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
De s p it e  the blusterous weather there was a fine 

audience at Camberwell on Sunday to hear Air. Foote’s 
lecture on the Devil. One old lady, eighty-three years of 
age, was brought by a grandson to hear a Freethought 
lecture for the first time. She was accommodated with a 
front seat, but even then her deafness prevented her from 
hearing very much. Perhaps this was fortunate, for at 
such an age the shock of such a lecture might have been 
disastrous. The people who did hear were apparently 
delighted. ____

THERE was one exception, however. Air. Alorden was 
in a dreadful temper. He mounted the platform, and was 
so uncivil and objurgatory that he soon communicated his 
ill temper to the audience. Tho poor man was awfully 
solemn too. He complained, for about the fiftieth time, 
of Mr. Foote’s jocularity. In especial ho denounced the 
sayiDg that “  people were rarely treacled but generally 
brimstoned into religion.” Such facetiousness was beneath 
the dignity of the awful subject. Poor Air. Alorden ! He 
is really to be pitied. A  grain of humor would be a saving 
ingredient in his constitution.

TniS evening (Feb. 2) Air. Foote lectures at the London 
Hall of Science. His subject is “  Why I  am an Atheist.”

Dr . T. R. Aelh íSON, the famous medical reformer, has 
invested £50 in our publishing business, and gives us leave 
to announce the fact pour encourager Jes autres. It is 
a bravo Ihing for Dr. Allinson to do, and it entitles him to 
our admiration even more than our gratitude.

W e beg to repeat that only members of the National 
Secular Society will be admitted to the meeting at the Hall 
of Science on Feburary 16, when Air. Bradlaugh will 
formally resign the presidency and his successor will be 
appointed. Those who are not members, but wish to be 
present, should qualify themselves at once. Air. Forder, 
28 Stonecutter.street,will be happy to enrol them.

The Aletropolitan Radical Federation holds its annual 
dinner at St. Paul’s Café, St. Paul’s Churchyard, on 
Alonday, February 10. The N.S.S. is represented on this 
organisation which is full of Freethinkers. Tickets for the 
dinner (3s.) can be had of the hon. sec., James Tims, C.C., 
6 Queen Anne Terrace, Battersea, S. W.

The first series of Letters to the Clergy, including all 
that appeared in the Freethinker during 1889, is in the 
binder’s hands and will be ready in a week or so. 
Considerable additions have been made to the letter on 
Prayer, and a Preface has been written for the whole
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collection. The second series will be paged on from the 
first, so that those who wish to bind will have a proper 
volume. The price of the first series is one shilling for 128 
pages of type.

A jiong the Sunday Society’s lecturers at St. George’s 
Hall, London, during the ensuing months of the season, 
we notice Mr. H. L. Brmkstad. It is pleasant to see that 
some very pronounced Freethinkers are creeping into the 
list. Mr. J. M. Robertson crept in some time ago.

£®Mr . F o ote  has undertaken to read a paper before the 
Shelley Society in March on the poet’s Religious Opinions.

M a t il d a  J o sl y n  Ga g e , the co-editress with Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony of the History o f  
Woman's Suffrage, announces in the American papers 
that arrangements have been perfected for organising a 
Woman’s Freethought Association of a national character. 
Mrs. Gage says : “  Woman’s political enfranchisement does 
not advance because women themselves are no longer 
progressive. The tendency in existing societies towards 

-conservatism, apparent for some time, has now reached the 
point when it has become imperative that a new society 
should be formed of women brave enough to say of her 
own slavery, as the old abolitionists did of negro slavery, 
that the American church is its bulwark.”

M rs. Gage  further points out that the Christian party in 
politics, both Catholics and Protestants, whose aim is union 
of Church and State, is vastly helped by women, and it is 
thus high time advanced women united in work for their 
own enfranchisement, and to arouse public thought to a 
sense of the impending danger. A  convention on the 
subject will be held at Washington,FU.S., Feb. 24 and 25, 
1890. ____

Sw e d ish  Priso n er  F u n d . — W e have received the 
following subscriptions : —  Angus Thomas, 1 Os.; W .
.Gregory, 5s. ____

S w e d ish  Priso n er  F u n d .— J. A. Lampard, Is. Gd.; 
J. Barnes, Is. ; A. F. W., 2*. Gd. ; J. Gompertz, 2s.; 
II. M. Ridgway, 2s. Gd.; 0. Bonser, per E. Truelove, 10s.; 
G. Corner, 2s. 6d. ; S. Jenson, I s . ; T. Wand, Is. ; R. 
Weightman, Is.— R. Forder, secretary.

Fritankaren  translates into Swedish a recent letter 
from Mr. Foote to Mr. Lennstrand in Stockholm prison. 
W e are pleased to notice that Mr. H. V . Berghell and 
others are worthily upholding the Freethought cause upon 
the platform during Mr. Lennstrand’s enforced absence.

T he London, England, Freethinker issued an extra 
paper for Christmas. It is elegantly illustrated for the 
benefit ani enlightenment of the pious followers of our 
Lord and Savior. Our heavenly father appears in his 
tripple god-ship—Father, Son and Ghost— one in three 
and three in one. The faithful would be greatly edified 
by religiously studying the special Christmas issue of the 
Freethinker. But just as likely as not they won’ t do it. 
It is shocking to observe how stubbornly they resist the 
efforts of benevolent heathens in all parts of the world to 
familiarise them with their Maker and his works and ways. 
—Ironclad Age. ____

U n d e r  the title “ An Ancient Freethinker,”  the veteran 
Dr. L. Biichner is contributing a series of articles upon 
the Roman poet Lucretius to the Freidenker, of Milwaukee.

THE Golden Perhaps is a lively little paper of 
pronounced atheistic opinions edited by Dr. C. W. McCormik, 
and published at 912 T wentieth Street, Denver, Colorado.

A  Cr e m a t io n  s o c ie t y  'has been established at Ham
burg, with a capital of 80,000 marks.

P a in e ’s birthday has been celebrated in America by a 
Freethought Convention at Seattle, Washington. Mr. 
C. B. Reynolds seems to have been the presiding genius.

THE Rev. J. P. Hopps, of Leicester, has written some 
plain words on the approaching Education struggle in the 
London Echo. “  The Nonconformists,” he says, “  delivered

themselves into the hands of the Philistines when they 
consented to the introduction of so-called ‘ religious in
struction ’ into Board Schools, and thought they found 
salvation in merely excluding any formulary or catechism 
distinctive of any sect; or in that inane failure— a Con
science Clause.”  Mr. Hopps points out that the Conscience 
Clause throws all the odium and persecution upon the 
children who are withdrawn from the religious instruction, 
and heretical parents shriuk from making their little ones 
targets for bigotry to shoot at. National education and 
religious education, Mr. nopps contends, are quite incom
patible; and he calls upon the Nonconformists to fight 
their battle upon the only principle that gives them a 
chance of victory— pure secular education.

Mr. H orrs  concludes, “  There is really no alternative. 
W e must give in to the clericals, who will take public 
money and use it to the uttermost farthing for Church 
purposes, if we will let them ; or we must grasp the real 
meaning of national education, which, when properly 
understood, will be sharply severed from priest and parson, 
church and chapel, catechism and creed, and put within the 
reach of every child an education given for its own sake, 
and worthy of the name of ‘ National,’ because it steadfastly 
refuses to admit anything that could interfere with common 
interests and the common good. Let them ‘ paint an inch 
thick,’ ‘ to this favor ’ they must come at last.”

ENERGETIC Mr. Sam Standring debated on Tuesday 
evening at Plaistow with Mr. James Marchant on ‘ ‘ Is 
Secularism Reasonable and Beneficial to Mankind ? ” The 
chair was taken by a live clergyman, the Rev. T. Given- 
Wilson. On Sunday morning Mr. Standring debated at 
Wood Green with a staff-captain of the Salvation Army.

The third annual balance sheet of the Ball’s Pond 
Secular Sick and Tontine Society is a modest but healthy 
document. Other Societies might go and do likewise.

LAST Sunday the Liverpool Branch considered our 
suggestion as to forming a South Lancashire Secular 
Federation. It was resolved to make the attempt, and the 
preliminary arrangements were entrusted to Mr. H. Smith, 
3 Breck Place, Breck Road, Liverpool, who will be happy 
to hear from the secretaries of other Branches. W e print 
a letter from Mr. Smith in another column.

W e  have received a copy of the San Francisco Argonaut 
which contains a very broad article on Christianity. It says, 
“  W e do not learn from heathen writers whether Jesus ever 
lived at all. Jewish historians, contemporaneous with the age 
in which He is claimed to have existed, afford but little proof 
of the fact. W e search the pages of Tacitus, Suetonius, the 
elder Pliny, Herodotus, and all the Hebrew writers, and we 
are still in scholastic clouds whether the life and history of 
the incomparable author of the Christian faith and founder 
of the Christian church is not a legend.”  It is curious that 
an omnipotent God should leave the revolution of his 
incomparable Son in such an unauthenticated state.

IT was announced at a conference of trade and other 
societies convened by the National Sunday League, that 
one of the vice-presidents of the League was ready to bear 
the cost of the opening of the National Gallery, and the 
Bethnal Green and Kensington Museums on Sundays for 
one year, to test whether the people desire to attend or 
not. We trust the gentleman’s generous offer will be 
accepted, and feel sure his money could not be better laid 
out. But, after all, the matter of the Sunday opening of 
the people’s property is a matter of right and ought not to 
depend upon the generosity of individuals.

RESOLUTIONS were passed at the meeting, which repre
sented twenty-eight trade societies and sixty clubs, 
declaring that the vast majority of the working classes 
desire the opening of museums and art galleries on Sunday.

I t was on the 17th December, 187G, that Mr. Symes 
delivered his first distinctively Freothought lecture. The 
subject was, “  The Biography and Character of Jehovah, 
the Jewish and Christian God.”  Thirteen years form a 
good slice of a man’s life-time. They have been spent in 
the service ot Man, and their effects will surely appear in 
the future course of the race. An earnest life flowing into
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the great river of huma n existence is not lost; it may be 
hidden ; but it tells; and the river is never again the same 
as before that affluent lapsed into it. The eddies such an 
inflow makes may constitute no storm ; but they stir the 
surrounding waters ; and in that stir things come to light 
that would otherwise have remained hidden; and the 
particles around swing and flow in curves they never could 
have taken but for this one life. Life is a serious fact, 
short as it is : its possibilities are simply tremendous. And 
an earnest life may change the destiny of a whole people. 
The man who treats life as a joke, or a thing to be trifled 
away, is a fool, and may be a criminal. Secularists should 
be in earnest, as this is their only life, and it is a short one 
—long enough perhaps, if properly used, too long if not.—  
Liberator. ____

H a l l  of Sc ien c e  Ch il d r e n s ’ Pa r t y .— Per H  
Courtney, 3s.; per G. J. Warren, 4s. 7 d .; per W. Davey. 
3s.; per Mrs. Forder, Is. Gd.; per Mr. Sunderland, 3s, 
per Mr. Bater, 5s. 3d.; per Mrs. Sunderland, 3s. 6d .; per 
Mr. Dumville, Is. 3d.; G. Anderson, £3 3s. ; A. Lewis, 2s.; 
J. Cobley, 2s.— R. Forder, secretary.

T he Rev. W . Walsh’s lectures at Newcastle are pleasing 
the Secularists immensely. They find the discussion very 
profitable. Last Sunday afternoon Mr. Joseph Brown 
presided, and to-day the chair will .be taken; by ̂ another 
Secularist, Mr. Creswell.

The Newcastle Branch is going ahead, making progress 
w>th the Sunday agitation, and keeping the city more or 
less alive. A  deputation of the Branch interviewed Canon 
Talbot and invited him to a public discussion with Mr. Foote 
“ ut the wily Canon declined. He did not believe in 
d'acussion. Subsequently he wrote that his Bishop agreed 
5 llh him as to the unprofitableness of debate.”  But he 
^ad the Bishop’s sanction for an offer to address the 
Secular Society. Of course the Branch declined this offer, 
ari(l Mr. Joseph Brown wroto a careful reply which has 
appeared in the local papers. Canon Talbot appears 
desirous to win his laurels cheaply. He doesn’t want to 
'Beet a “  professional ”  champion of Freethought, forgetting 
lbat he himself is a professional champion of Christianity.

A SHERIFF’S SALE IN PARADISE.
By IIuohes L e R oux. T ranslated by  Benj. R . T ucker.

On the morning of which I spoak, Sheriff Leloucheur, of 
“aria, assuming for the occasion tho function of auctioneer, 
la company with his crier and several acolytes, climbed the 
Path to Paradise.

On account of tho lateness of the season, white clouds 
creaked beneath their feet like snow, and covered, to right 
ar>d loft, as far as the eye could see, tho perspectives of the 

And Sheriff Leloucheur, heated by tho ascent, said as 
ho wiped his brow :

“  It’s a pity that this sale comes in winter. When I camo 
lere tho first time, in spring, there was an enchanting view 
rom the gate of Paradise; tho earth was as green as my 
able-cloth. Ah ! tho situation was well chosen for a summer 

r°sort. But in winter it must be a littlo dreary, and com- 
1BT ’lcation is not easy.”  •

They were beginning to see tho end of the path, and at tho 
l0P the walls of Paradise crowned with ombattlemonts, tbo 
gate in pUre Romanesquo, sacrilegiously restored in tho 
1 esuit style of the end of tho last century. Two green 
placards were fastened to tho panels.

'In them was the announcement:
Sale of Furniture by Order of the Law.

. And tho word PARADISE was conspicuous on tho placards, 
ln big, ironical, impious letters, calculated to catch the eye of 
Passers-by and fill with molancholy the souls of those who 
*avo kept a tenderness for tho past and grow sad over ruins.

¡sheriff Leloucheur was past tho influence of thoso emotions.
, . approached tho gate with a deliberate step, and raisod 

18 band to knock, solemnly, like an actor.
At first there was no stir; then he heard a murmur of 

voices, the jingling of a rosary striking against a bunch of 
t °Ts; thon a hesitating approach ; then a slow unbolting of

, finally the gate half opened, and an old man’s face, with 
ashes falling over his eyes and a beard hanging like his 
ashes, peered out timidly.

duty 1 
God’s

I suppose, 
oath ; upon

dis-

It was tho first time that the crier had accompanied his 
employer ; yet he recognised Saint Peter at once, having seen 
his portrait on stained-glass windows in his youth.

“  What can I do for you ? ”  asked the door keeper in an 
agitated voice.

Sheriff Leloucheur answered:
“  I come to verify the inventory. It is an indispensable 

formality before the sale.”
At theso words Saint Peter’s chin trembled. He lifted his 

thin hands with a movement that caused the large sleeves of 
his surplice to fall back to his elbows.

‘ ‘ What 1 ”  said he. “  We have got as far as that ? ”
The sheriff made a gesture of impatience :
“  Come, Monsieur Saint Peter, wo do not take you by 

surprise. The sale has been advertised, and you have been 
made keeper.”

Tho saint shook his head.
“  Excuse me,”  said h e; “  all this is so new to us.
Then, in a tone of gentle resignation, he added :
“  Can you not save Our Lord this last humiliation ? You 

know very well that we have removed nothing. We do not 
know yet where we shall go to seek refuge.”

Shoriff Leloucheur’s pantomime indicated that they were 
trying his patience too far.

“  What 1 you expect me to fail in my 
however, that I must be contented with 
what shall I  swear him ? ”

“  On himself,” answered Saint Peter, with dignity; “  I 
suppose you do not doubthis word ? ”

The crier insinuated:
“  The word of an insolvent debtor.
But the saint’s face expressed such indignation that, 

trustful though he was, Sheriff Loloucheur yielded.
“  All right,”  he grumbled, as he turned his back. “  Wo 

will pass that part of it. This wholo proceeding has been 
irregular to a degree. . , .”

Then, coming back to Saint Peter, ho added:
“  Get mo a table, some chairs for my men, and some 

benches for the audience ; the sale is advertised for half-past 
nine, and I see the people coming yonder.”

In fact, dark and swarming groups were approaching the 
gate from the path. Already the murmur of voices could be 
distinguished. There were old-clothes dealers, women with 
baskets, hyena jaws, Jew noses, tho whole army of unclean 
brokers, “ fences,” and corpso-dovourers that follow the scent 
of suburban sales. In front and apart were some personages 
of importance, with now high hats and fur cloaks, talking 
familiarly.

The crier pointed them out to Sheriff Leloucheur. Imme
diately that functionary left his table.

You here, gentlemen ? . . . What good luck! Then I 
am to have the honor of selling to you ?”

To whom is he talking ?” asked a dealer of his neighbor 
in the crowd.

“  It seems that they are theatrical managers : M. Rochard, 
of the Ambigu ; M. Duquesnel, of tho Porte-Saint-Martin ; 
MM. Clhves and Floury, of the Ohatelet.”

“  And the littlo dark man yonder, who has such an amiable 
air and is biting the head of his cane ?”

“  That is M. Koning, of the Gymnase.”
“  Why do they come here ?”
“  They see tho stage-setting, like everybody else, and buy 

properties.”
“  Tho bidding will be warm.”
“  Hush ! they are about to begin.”
Sheriff Leloucheur was standing on a chair behind his 

table. In his most emphatic voico and with a gesture on a 
level with tho occasion, he pronounced tho words :

“  Gentlemon, the sale is opened.”
Immediately tho crier, facing the public, announced in a 

shrill voice:
The first lot that wo sell consists of domestic and wild 

animals : the ox and the ass of tho stablo, the eagle and tho 
lion of St. Mark. And first the ox.”

“  Two hundred francs is bid.”
“  Two hundred fifteen !”
“  No one says a word ? Sold to M. Rochard 1 
a What are you going to do with that quadruped ?”  asked 

M. Koning of his fellow-manager.
“  I want him for an understudy to my cow in the play of 

«La Fermiere,’ ” answered the sympathetic manager, “  in case 
of an epizootic. You cannot imagine how difficult it is *n 
find horned beasts that are not afraid of tho footlights. m’ 
one must be used to noise and light.”

to 
This
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Meanwhile the crier had disposed of the four evangelical 
animals. Amid silence he announced :

“  A lot of white robes and halos, thrones and dominions, 
crowns, palms, gold, silver, white metal, zinc, angels’ surplices, 
martyrs’ tunics.” . . .

“  Thirty thousand francs !” shouted MM. Cloves and Floury 
as one man.

A syndicate of dealers in religious articles disputed 
valiantly for this lot. It was knocked off, however, at 
seventy thousand. And Eochard, bending over, whispered in 
in Honing’s ear :

“  I’ll bet you the Chatelet is going to mount a mystic fairy 
spectacle.”

“ A bad scheme,”  said Koning. “ I wouldn’t risk a 
thousand louis on it.”

But the sheriff had risen, and he repe after his 
subordinate in an emphatic voice :

“ Do you hear, gentlemen? We are going to sell the 
thunder.”

A religious silence ensued, amid which a bantering voice 
suggested:

“  Suppose you try it in our presence, to see if it is still in 
working order ? ”

Immediately— by the will of God— the thunder roared.
It roared tremendously, like a faithful old thunderbolt 

bursting for the last time in the service of a master long 
obeyed. The effect was such that it terrified the irreverent 
audience. A few persons fainted, and M. Koning thought to 
himself:

“  I should like to have it for my storm in ‘ L'Abbe 
Constantin.’ It is much better than the tempest of * Le Eoi 
S’Amuse,’ in which Claretie imitates the thunder with a 
wheelbarrow.”

So he acquired this old instrument for frightening men 
while the sheriff’s falsetto proclaimed the next item :

“ We will now sell a lot of musical instruments— harps, 
harmoniums, lutes, aeolian harps. I hear a bid of fifteen 
hundred francs.”

“  Sixteen hundred 1 ”
“  Sixteen hundred fifty 1 ”
“  Seventeen hundred ! ”
“  Twenty-five 1 ”
They turned around to look at the bidder. He was a 

handsome fellow with an engaging face, a light colored beard, 
and a seductive smile. The sheriff winked as he quickly let 
fall his hammer.

“  Sold to M. Colonne 1 ”
The managers turned around.
“ You too? You here?”
“ Yes, I came to get all this old trumpery, and then to 

engage some choruses of virgins. It is so difficult to find 
disciplined chorus-singers.”

This transaction closed the sale. Sheriff Leloucheur was 
adjusting his collar, when the crier whispered in his ear. 

Immediately ho exclaimed :
“  Pardon me, gentlemen ! I had forgotten 1 The jewel of 

the collection 1 The pride of the amateurs 1 ”
And swelling his voice till it was audible in the very last 

row, ho shouted :
“  Saint Peter's key ! ”
On the instant the groups pressed forward, moved not by 

the merchant’s scent for a bargain, but for curiosity.
“  We have an offer of ten thousand francs, signed Alphonse 

de Eotbschild,”  declared the crier, placing his hand to his 
mouth in the form of a shell.

Before the hammer could fall again, some one responded :
“  Twelve thousand ! ”
The size of the bid was a severe shock to the expert 

dealers, used to haggling over five.franc pieces.
The man who had ventured it wore a large-checked over

coat and a soft brown felt hat. Previous to this he had not 
opened his mouth.

When the bidding reached twenty thousand francs, his 
voice showed not the slightest agitation. At fifty thousand 
he was as phlegmatic as ever. At one hundred and ten 
thousand his opponent’s fire was extinguished.

“  One hundred and ten thousand, gentlemen ; let us hurry. 
One hundred and ten thousand, the bid is from the second 
row. There is no error. Come, it is worth more than that. 
A  historic curiosity ! One hundred and ten thousand 1 No 
new bid ? ”

Ho raised and lowered his hammer with jerky little move
ments— the nervous beats of an orchestra leader who wants 
to put life into his musicians.

A last pause suspended the ivory instrument; then, as if 
overcome by a sudden resolution, the sheriff concluded:

“  Once, twice, three times 1 One hundred and ten thou
sand ? Sold at one hundred and ten thousand 1 ”

The man with an overcoat nodded his head, and the 
admiring crowd whispered as they moved away :

“ He is an Englishman ! ”
. . . An hour later.
The gate of Paradise is swinging, the auctioneer’s table 

abandoned. Along the again deserted path an august per
sonage glides, borne on the clouds. Eays of light, obscured 
as if by ground glass, shine upon his face and the straight 
folds of his tunic. And at a respectful distance in the rear 
the mass of faithful seraphim, angels, saints, martyrs, virgins, 
follow the dethroned Lord in the road of exile.

Suddenly he whose sight is piercing sees in the road, 
ascending from earth, an aged man in a hurry. He is dressed 
in a green coat, with an opera-hat under his arm and a sword 
at his side. His smooth and chubby face, slightly inclined 
in an attitude of benevolent attention, betrays a sentiment of 
becoming condolence.

“  Why, it is Ernest Eenan,” says the Lord to himself in 
surprise. “  Why is he coming to meet me ? ”

The Academician is soon within speaking distance. And 
controlling the fit of asthma that stifles his words and makes 
his speech spasmodic, he says :

“  Ah, my God! I arrive too late ! . . . How sorry I
am ! . . . I should have so much liked to soften your
painful moments ! . . . I know these law people! . . 
they are in a hurry to go ahead. . . . they do not delay
. . . hence a lamentable brutality. . . . And toward
a person like you ! . . .  so respectable 1 . . .  of
such ancient consideration.”

The Lord lifts his hands in a gesture of sovereign pardon 
and oblivion.

“  They have not left me,”  he says, “  where to lay my head.”  
Then the illustrious expounder bows and bends in deploring 

reverence, and asks indulgence for the ingratitude of men.
“  These are deplorable excesses. . . . But we will

repair them. A pious person has just built, in the heart 
of Paris, opposite the Exposition, a retreat for Gods in exile. 
Yoil were not expected so soon. But I am on good terms 
with the keeper. I will see that he reserves for you an 
honorable place, the lodging to which you are entitled in the 
Museum of Beligions.”

A SOUTH LANCASIIIEE FEDERATION.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ T1IE FREETHINKER.”

T he note in last Sunday’s Freethinker referring to the 
formation of a Federation of Lancashire Secular Societies, is 
indeed a “  Sugar Plum.”  If full advantage of Mr. Foote’s 
generous offer of assistance, in the work of constructing such 
a Federation, is not taken by Lancashire Societies, the neglect 
will reflect upon them and also upon individual Secularists, 
the deepest disgrace. Surely there can be no doubt as to the 
necessity of such an organization ; and as to the utility of 
such, the success of tho Tyneside Federation, and that of 
London, is sufficient demonstration. By means of a number of 
societies acting in concert, much more work, moro solid work, 
more satisfactory work, can bo accomplished. New societies, 
in towns hitherto strangers to freethought lectures, would 
spring, into existence. Tho best lecturers in tho ranks of 
Secularism, and possibly ablo speakers not attached to our 
party, might be engaged to make a tour of the federated and 
neighboring towns, without tho waste of time, labor and 
money now expended in travelling long distances for every 
engagement. The first-class lecturers, and even now aspirants to 
the platform, would have a better chance of a fair return for 
their labors. There are many towns in Lancashire, at 
comparatively short distances from each other, where priest
craft is working mischief, and freethought opposition 
unknown. An effort ought to bo made by the existing 
societies to establish branches there. Halls are now more 
easily obtainable than formerly, and even where halls are not 
to bo had open-air lectures (on fine days) could be givon', (and 
would be, willingly no doubt) bj some of tho branch lecturers.

The above being but a rough outline of tho programme of 
work for the proposed Federation, Societies are invited to. 
communicate with Mr. II. Smith, 3 Breck Place, Breck Road, 
Liverpool, for further information.

Mr. L. Small, 27 Churchill Street, Liverpool, and tbs 
writer of this note, are willing to lecture for local societies, of 
in towns where no organization exists.— II. S.MiTn.
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SUNDAY MEETINGS.

LONDON.
Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, E.C., 7, Mr. G. W. Foote, 

“ Why I am an Atheist.”
Camberwell—Cl New Church Hoad, S.E., 7.30, Sir. T. Parris, 

"The Son of God.”
Milton Hall, Kentish Town Hoad, N.W., 7.30, Musical evening, 

orchestral band, etc.
Ball’s Pond Secular Hall, 38 Newington Green Hoad, N, 7, 

Mr. J. Hunt, « Pagan Origin of Christianity.1’
Bethnal Green—2 Ea.lway Place, Cambridge Road (temporary 

premises), 3.1?, Mr. J. Cooke will open a debate on “ God is,” 
being a reply to Mr James Marchant. Discussion invited; 
admission free. • • H

Edmonton Assembly Rooms, Silver Street, 7, Mr. R Forder “ Did 
Jesus Christ ever Live ?”

Old Southgate—Cromwell Hall, 7, Mr. L. Keen, “ The Christian 
God.”

Wood Green—Jolly Butclieis’ Hill, 11, Mr. S. Standring, 
“ Secularism and Socialism Compared.”

Woolwich—“ Sussex Arms,” Assembly Room, 60 Plumstead 
Eoad, 7.30, Mr. W. Heaford, “  Bible Miracles.”

Westminster.—Liberal and Radical Club, Chapter Street, 7, 
Mr. G. Y. Roger, “ Objections to Housing of the People.”

COUNTRY.
Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Mrs, A. Besanf, 1!, 

“ Socialism in Theory and Practice;” 3, “ What Is Theosophy ?” 
7, “ The inspiration of the Bible.”

Liverpool—Camden Hall, Camden Street, 11, Committee 
Meeting; 7, Mr. Gowland, “ Christianity an Impediment to 
Progress.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Society's Rooms, 4 Hall’s Court, 3. Meeting 
°f Council of North Eastern Secular Federation. Tea will be 
provided in Rooms at sixpence each. In the Lecture Hall, Nelson 
Street, the Rev. Walter Walsh, 2.30, “ The Origin of the Bible.” 

Nottingham—Secular Hall, Beck Street, 7, Miss E. A. Hawks- 
ley. “ An Hour with the Ancient Philosophers.”

Huddersfield — Littlewoods Buildings, Upp>rhead Row, Mr. 
J-Grange (Farsley), 3, “ Is the Bible a Book of Truth P” ; 6.30, 
‘ The Life and Writings of Thomas Paine.”
« tr U~‘Cobden Hall Waltham Street, Mr. J. Hooper, 10.30 

Zeroes and Martyrs of F r e e t l io u g h t2.30, “ Concessions of 
heology t0 Science:” 6.30, “ The Ten Commandments, and how 

tJleY are kept.”

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.

Me. a . b  M oss, 44 Credon Road, London, S.E.—Feb. 2, 
Manchester; March 2, Woolwich; 30, Woolwich. April 12, Cam
berwell. May 25, Regent’s Park.

■Toleman G a rni:e, 8 Hey worth Street, Stratford, London, E.— 
£ ”b. 23, Woolwich. March 9, Woolwich; 2°, Woolwich: 30, 
Westminster. May 11, Clerkenwell Green; 18, Regent’s Park.

Me. James Hoofbk, 11 Upper Eldon; Street, Sneinton, Not.ting. 
bam— Feb. 2, Hull; 16, Birmingham.

E. Ktanlkï J ones, 53 Park Street, Toxteth, Liverpool—Feb. 9, 
Sheffield ; 28, Huddersfield.

PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING CO.’S LIST.
-------- o--------

Jb orders to be sent, with remittance, to R. Foeder, 33 Stonecutter 
Street, London, E.C. Rate of postage—Orders under 3d., one halfpenny; 

orders under 6d. one penny. Orders over Gd. post fret.
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A Full History of his Three Trials and Twelve 
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IS SO C IALISM  s o u n d ? ...................................
■Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie Besant. 
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Four Nights’ Public Dehate with the Rev. Dr. James 
McCann. In paper covers.
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Coktknts:—Darwin’s Grandfather—Darwin’s Father—Darwin’s 
Early 1’iety—Almost a Clergyman—On Board the “ Beagle’1— 
Settling at Down—Death and Burial—Purpose of Pamphlet— 
Some Objections—Darwin Abandons Christianity—Deism— 
Creation—Origin of Life—Origin of Man-—-Animism—A Personal 
Uod—Design—Divine Beneficence—Religion and Morality— 

w Agnosticism and Atheism.
U E F H N CE o f  f r e e  s p e e c h  ........................

Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before Lord Cole- 
ridge. With a Special Preface and many Footnotes.

£ u T T E R S  TO JE SU S C H R IS T  .........................
H IL O SO P H Y  OF S E C U L A R I S M .........................

s. d. 
2 6

1 0

2 0 
1 0

1 6
0 8

1 3 
0 6 - 
1 0Î

0 4

0 4 
0 8

T H E  B IB L E  GOD ............................................................. 0 2
T H E  F O L L Y  OF P R A Y E R  ....................................... 0 2
C H R IS T IA N IT Y  A N D  P R O G R E S S ............................ 0 2

A Reply to Mr. Gladstone.
W H A T  W A S  C H R I S T ? ..............................................  0 2

A Reply to J. S. Mill.
T H E  D Y IN G  A T H E IS T . A Story ......................... 0 1
W A S  JESUS I N S A N E ? .................................................. 0 1

A searching inquiry into the mental condition of the 
Prophet of Nazareth.

T H E  S H A D O W  OF T H E  S W O R D ........................ 0 2
A moral and statistical Essay on War.

R O Y A L  P A U P E R S ......................................................... 0 2
Showing what Rnyaltv does for the Peiple, and what 

the People do for Royalty.
B IB L E  H E R O E S —First Series, in elegant wrapper ... 1 0

(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) H >ly Moses II., (9) 
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jeplithah and 
Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each singly.

B IB L E  H E R O E S —Second Series.
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint David I.,
(16) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon, (18) Poor 
Job, (19) Hairy Elijah (20) Bald Elisha, (21) General 
Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The Prophets (Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea).

M R S. B E SA N T ’S TH E O SO P H Y  ........................  0 2
A Candid Criticism.

T H E O SO P H Y  A N D  SE C U L A R IS M  .............  0 2
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant.

T H E  N E W  C AG LIO STRO  ...................................  0 2
An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.

COLONEL R. G. INGERS0LL.
M IS T A K E S  OF M OSES   1 0

Superior edition , in cloth ...................................  1 6
Only Complete Edition published in England

D E F E N C E  OF F R E E T H O U G H T  ........................  0 6
Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial of C. B. Reynolds 

for Blasphemy.
R E P L Y  TO G LA D STO N E  ....................................... 0 4

With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
R O M E  OR R E A SO N  ?  Reply to Cardinal Manning 0 2
F A IT H  A N D  F A C T. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field ... 0 2.
GOD A N D  M A N . Second Reply to Dr. F ie ld .............  0 2
T H E  D Y IN G  C R E E D  ..................................................0 4
T H E  H O U SEH O LD  OF F A IT H  ........................  0 2
T H E  L IM IT S  OF T O L E R A T IO N  ........................  0 2

A Discussion with Hon. F. D. Courdert and Gov. S. L. 
Woodford.

A R T  A N D  M O R A L I T Y ..............................................
DO I B L A S P H E M E  ?  ...................................
T H E  C L E R G Y  A N D  COM M ON S E N S E ...............
T H E  G R E A T  M IS T A K E ...................................
L IV E  T O P IC S .........................................................
M Y T H  A N D  M I R A C L E ..............................................
R E A L  B L A S P H E M Y  ..............................................
SOCIAL SA L V A T IO N  ..............................................

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER. 
C R IM E S  OF C H R IS T IA N IT Y . V ol. I. Cloth ... 

Hundred of exact References to Standard Authorities. 
No pains spared to make it a complete, trustworthy, 
final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

T H E  J E W IS H  L IF E  OF C H R I S T ........................
With voluminous footnotes. An extraordinary work. 

Superior edition , in cloth ....................................
G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

B IB L E  H A N D B O O K  F O R  F R E E T H IN K E R S
A N D  IN Q U IR IN G  C H R IS T IA N S  .............

Superior edition , in cloth ...................................
Sold also in separate parts as follows—

1. B ib le  C ontradictions ...............................................
The Contradictions are printed in parallel columns.

2. B ib le  A b s u r d it ie s .........................................................
All the chief Absurdities from Genesis to Revelation, 

convenientl. and strikingly arranged, with appropriate 
headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence.

3. B ib le  A trocities ..........................................................
Containing all the godly wickedness from Genesis to 

Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for 
easy reference

4. B ib le  Immoralitt&s, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, tvlid Untulfilled Prophecies

J. M. WHEELER.
L E T T E R S  F R O M  H E A V E N  ...................................
L E T T E R S  F R O M  H E L L  ...................................

DR. E. B. AVELING.
D A R W IN  M A D E  E A SY . 44pp., cloth

Best Popular Exposition of Darwinism extant,
GIORDANO BRUNO.

P icture o f the Statue of R o m e ....................... .
Post free in Lett’s case .................................. .
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GOD AND THE STATE
A New Pamphlet by

2d. COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL. 2d.

• THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED 2
An Open Letter to the

BISHOP OP PETERBOROUGH.
BY

G. W. FOOTE.

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE
AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW.

By COLONEL B. <3-. ING-EBSOLL.
TWOPENCE. Reprinted Verbatim from the “  North American Review." TWOPENCE.

E very  F reethinker, R adical or Socialist sh ou ld  read it and circulate it am on gst h is friends.

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF FREETHINKERS
OF ALL AGES AND NATIONS.

BY J. M. WHEELER.
Handsomely Bound in Cloth. Price Seven Shillings and Sixpence.

Id. A LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS?
THE

REV. HUGH PRICE HUGHES’S
id.

CONVERTED A T H E IS T
By G. W. FOOTE.

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire to see this pious fraud exposed as widely as possible.

W . J. Rendell’s
ti WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended in “ Law of Population,” 
and “ Wife’s Hand Bo >k.” Made solely by 
J. P u l l e n , 15 ChadweU Street Clerken- 
well, and supplied per post, 2s. dozen. For 
particulars of this Malthusian discovery 
send stamped envelope. Hig“ inson’s 
Syringe, with vertical and reverse cur
rent, 3s. 6d. and 4 . 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s 
Powder, Is 2d. Quinine Compound, 
Is. 2d. All other Malthusian Appli
ances. All prices post free.

Lim it e d  f a m il ie s . —Aiitmtt, posted,
Besant, 7d.; Owen,7d. Malthas,In, Id. LlstR(L(te- 

ratnre and Appliances), la. VOLUNTARY TAXA
TION, Fisher, 32pp.. ljd . Old Testament, Id. 
Darwin’s Hypocrisy, Dawsan. 4Jd.—Fisher, Progres
sive Publisher, Koburg, Leeds.

GRATIS.
m  ILLUSTRATED 16-PAOE PAMPHLET, contain 
ing ©«tracts from the utterances of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Bishop of Manchester; the Revs. 
T. R. Malthus, A. E. Whatham, M. J. Savage, 
Leonard Dawson, — Lawton, H. R. Haweis; the fol 
lowing Doctors •—Allbutt, Allinson, Armstrong, 
Drysdale, Pye Chavasse, E. B. Foote, Nicholls, Wilder, 
Raciborski, Napheys and Rcamy. Also Plato, Aris 
totle, Sismondi, Huxley, Mill, and numerous others. 
Should be read by every married and marriageable 
person. Sent on receipt of stamped addressed envelope 
by J. R- HOLMES, Hanney, Wantage, Berks. 

TESTIMONIALS (Extracts from).
“  The one you sent me some months since is

Quite Worn Out
with being lent to so many friends.*»

“  Some of us have paid five shillings for less than 
one-tenth of the information. »*

M EDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. i .
I3y Dr. T. R. ALLINSON,

4 Spanish Place, Manchester Square. London, W. 
O f the Author, f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is 2d.

It contains Articles on: Management of Infancy; 
Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
Light; Holidays; &c. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black- 
heids and Pimples ; Nervousness • Coughs and Colds; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms ; Tape Worms ; The Itch, <fcc.

M EDICAL ESSAYS. Vul II.
Of the Author, for Postal Order for  1«. 2d. 

Containing Articles o n ; The Healing Power of 
Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health : Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless
ness; Want of Energy. A c.; Health Hints for Workers, 
for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; Advice for the 
Thin ; for the Stout; and on the Proper Treatment of 
Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Di
arrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours, Ac.

No House is Complete without these Works. 
When ordering the Essays, be sure and state which 

Volume you require.
HYGIENIC M E D IC IN E : tmTXT„  

Or, THE ONLY RATIONAL WAY OF TREATING 
DISEASE.

Everybody likes it who reads it.
O f the Author, fo r  Postal-order fo r  Is. Id.

R H EUM ATISM  ITS CAUSE & CURE
Po.it f r e e  fo r  Seven Stamps

CO NSU M PTIO N; ITS CAUSE, SYMP
TOMS, AND CURE

Post Free for Seven Stamps.
T H R E E  PAM PHLETS TO YOUNG MEN

Post Free for Thirteen Stamps.

TO M A R R I E D  PE O P L E
Or Those Contemplating M arriage.

Send Id Stamp to
DAVIES, CHEMIST, 101 PARK LANE, LEEDS, 

And you’ ll receive an Illustrated List of most useful 
Malthusian Appliances by return of post.

HARTNOLL,
E n g l is h  an d  F o r e ig n  C h e m is t ,

1 a  PICCADILLY
(Under the London Pavilion Music Hall), 

LONDON, W.
Ilartnoll’s Specialities, Appliances and 

Medicated Preparations are 
world-renowned.

Spiral, Douche and Latest Improved Syringes 
E stablished o y e r  50 y e a r s .

rjAMDERWELL BRANCH N. S. S., 61 Now Ohurch 
Road, S. E.—Three Rooms to Let, at a low rental, 

Apply to Hall-keeper.
^TANTON, the People’ s Dentist. 335 Strand (oppo 
O  site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE 
28. Gd. each, upper or lower set, jCI. Best quality, 4s 
each, uppor or lower, £2, completed in four hours 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours 
if you pay more than the above they are fancy 
C Teeth on platinum, 7s. Gd. each; on 18c
gold 15s.; stopping, 28. Gd. extraction, Is. painles bv gas, .
T IÜIITNING CARTOONS.—Twelve 34 by 18 Like 
JJ nesses. Parliamentary, Military and Royal Colo 
brities, and simple instructions by which any?no can 
sketch them. Post free, 2s. Gd. F. Coulthard, East 
Cliff T< rraco, Bournemouth.______

l l t J t i T O I V I  ’ 2=*
INDELIBLE JET BLACK MARKING INK

(NO HEATINO RKQUIltKD)
For Rubber Stamps, Stencil, Typo or Pen« 

PRICE 6d. 1/- and 2/6 per Bottle.
, Sample bottle 4d. post free.

Dyed with ire ton’s IRETON & Co., 92, Graceckurch ffit* 
Ink, no hope of LONDON, E.C.
ever changing my The largest makers of Rubber Stamp* 
Color. Special terms to the Trade.

Printed and Published by O. W . Foote, at 28 StoaJ- 
cuttor Street Farringdon Street, London, E.O*


