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S P E C I A L .
We announced a Portrait o f  Mirabeau on the con- 

tents-sheet, but there has been an unexpected delay at 
the engraver’s, and the Portrait,— a very fine one— will 
appear in our next number, icith a special article f  rom 
the editor’s pen.

ATH EISM  AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTION.

Sunday, July 14, is tbe hundredth anniversary of the 
fall of the Bastille, and the occasion will be splendidly 
celebrated at Paris. In itself the capture of this 
prison-fortress by tbe people was not a wonderful 
achievement; it was ill defended, and its governor 
might, had he chosen, have exploded the powder 
magazine and blown it sky-high. But the event was 
the parting cf tbe ways. It showed that the multi
tude had got the bit between its teeth, and needed a 
more potent master than the poor king at Versailles. 
And the event itself was a striking one. Men are 
led by imagination, and the Bastille was the symbol 
of centuries of oppression. Within its gloomy dun
geons hundreds of innocent men had perished in 
solitary misery, without indictment or trial, consigned 
to death-in-life by the arbitrary order of irresponsible 
power. Men of the most eminent intellect and 
character had suffered within its precincts for the 
crime of teaching new truth or exposing old super
stitions. Voltaire himself had twice tasted imprison
ment there. What wonder, then, that the people 
fixed their gaze upon it on that ominous fourteenth 
of July, and attacked it as the very citadel of tyranny ? 
The Bastille fell, and the sound re-echoed through 
Europe. It was the signal of a new era and a new 
hope. The Revolution had begun— that mighty 
movement which, in its meaning and consequences, 
dwarfs every other cataclysm in history.

But revolutions do not happen miraculously. Their 
advent is prepared. They are as much caused as the 
fall of a ripe applo from tho tree, or the regular 
bursting of the buds in spring. The authors of the 
Revolution wore in their graves. Its leaders, or its 
instruments, appeared upon the scene in ’89. After 
life’s fitful fever Voltaire was sleeping well. Rous
seau’s tortured heart was at rest. Diderot’s colossal 
labors woro ended ; his epitaph was written, and tho 
great Encyclopedia remained as his living monument. 
D’ Holbach had just joined his friends in their eternal 
repose. A  host of smaller men, also, but admirable 
soldiers of progress in their degree, had passed away. 
The gallant host had done its work. The ground 
was ploughed, the seed was sown, and the harvest 
was sure. Famished as thoy were, and well-nigh 
desperate at times, tho men of tho Revolution nursed 
the crop as a sacred legacy, shedding their blood like 
water to fructify tho soil in which it grow.

Superficial* readers are ignorant of the mental j 
ferment which went on in France before the Revolu
tion. Voltaire’s policy of sapping tho dogmas by j 
which all tyranny was supported had been carried ,
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out unflinchingly. Not only had Christianity been 
attacked in every conceivable way, with science, 
scholarship, argument, and wit; but the very founda
tions of all religion— the belief in soul and God— had 
not been spared. The Heresiarch of Ferney lived to 
see the war with superstition carried farther than he 
contemplated or desired; but it tvas impossible for 
him to say to the tide of Freethought “ thus far shalt 
thou go and no farther, and here shall thy proud 
waves be stayed.”  The tide poured on over every
thing sacred. Altars, thrones, and coronets met with 
a common fate. True, they were afterwards fished 
out of the deluge; but their glory was for ever 
quenched, their power for ever gone.

Among the gi’eat Atheists who prepared the Revo
lution we single out two— Diderot and D’Holbach. 
Tho sagacious mind of Comte perceived that Diderot 
was the greatest thinker of the band. The fecundity 
of his mind was extraordinary, and even more so his 
scientific prescience. Anyone who looks through the 
twenty volumes of his collected works will be 
astonished at the way in which, by intuitive insight, 
he anticipated so many of the best ideas of Evolu
tion. His labors on the Encyclopedia would have 
tired out the energies of twenty smaller men, but he 
persevered to the end, despite printers, priests and 
governments, and a countless host of other obstruc
tions. Out of date as the work is now, it was the 
artillery of the movement of progress then. As Mr. 
Morley says, it “  rallied all that was best in France 
round the standard of light and social hope.”

Less original, but nearly as bold and industrious, 
D ’Holbach placed his fortune and abilities at tho 
service of Freethought. Mr. Morley calls tho System 
o f Nature “  a thunderous engine of revolt.”  It was 
atheistic in religion and revolutionary in politics. It 
challenged every enemy of freedom in the name of 
reason and humanity. Here and there its somewhat 
diffuse rhetoric was lit up with the splendidly concise 
eloquence of Diderot, who touched tho work with a 
master-hand. Nor did this powerful book represent 
a tithe of D’Holbach’s labors for tho “ good old cause.’ ’ 
Ilis active pen produced a score of other works, under 
various names and disguises, ail addressed to tho 
same object— the destruction of superstition and tho 
emancipation of the human mind. They were ex
tensively circulated, and must havo created a powerful 
impression on the reading public.

Leaving its authors and precursors, and coming to 
the Revolution itself, wo find that its most distin
guished figures were Atheists. Mirabeau, the first 
Titan of the struggle, was a godless statesman. In 
him the multitude found a master, who ruled it bJ 
his genius and eloquence, and his embodiment of its 
aspirations. The crowned king of France was potter
ing in his palace, but the real king reigned in the 
National Assembly. His career and achievements 
will form the subject of another article.

The Girondists wero nearly all Atheists, from 
Condorcet and Madame Roland down to the obscurest
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victim of the Terror who went gaily to their doom, 
with the hymn of freedom upon their proud 
Danton also, the second Titan of the Revolution, was' 
an Atheist. He fell in trying to stop thatbloodshech, 
which Robespierre, the Deist, continued until it 
drowned him. With Danton there went to the' 
guillotine another Atheist, bright, witty Camille 
Desmoulins, whose exquisite pen had served the cause 
well, and whose warm poet's blood was destined to 
gush out under the fatal knife. Other names crowd 
upon us, too numerous to recite. To give them all 
would be to write a catalogue of the revolutionary 
leaders.

Atheism was the very spirit of the Revolution. 
This has been admitted by Christian writers, who 
have sought revenge by libelling the movement. 
Their slanders are manifold, but we select two which 
are found most impressive at orthodox meetings.

It is stated that the Revolutionists organised a 
worship of the Goddess of Reason, that they went in 
procession to Notre Dame, where a naked woman 
acted the part of the goddess, while Chenier’s Ode 
was chanted by the Convention. Now there is a good 
deal of smoke in this story and very little flame. The 
naked female is a pious invention, and that being 
gone, the calumny is robbed of its sting. Demoiselle 
Candeille, an actress, was selected for her beauty; 
but she was not a “  harlot,” and she was not undressed. 
Whoever turns to such an accessible account as 
Carlyle’s will see that the apologists of Christianity 
have utterly misrepresented the scene.

Secondly, it is asserted that the Revolution was a 
tornado of murder; cruelty was let loose, and the 
Atheists waded in blood. Never was greater non
sense paraded with a serious face. During the Terror 
itself the total number of victims, as proved by the 
official records, was less than three thousand ; not a 
tenth part of tho number who fell in the single 
massacre of St. Bartholomew !

But who caused the Terror ? The Christian 
monarchies that declared war on Freethinkers and 
regicides. Theirs was the guilt, and they are respon
sible for the bloodshed. France trembled for a 
moment. She aimed at tho traitors within her 
borders, and struck down many a gallant friend in 
error. But she recovered from the panic. Then her 
sons, half-starved, ragged, shoeless, ill-armed, 
marched to the frontier, hurled back her enemies, 
and swept the trained armies of Europe into flight. 
They would be free, and who should say them 
nay ? They were not to be terrified or deluded 
by “  the blood on the hands of the king or 
tho lie at tho lips of the priest.” And if the 
struggle developed until the French armies, exchang
ing defence for conquest, thundered over Europe, 
from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, from the 
orange-groves of Spain to the frozen snows of Russia 
— the whole blame rests with the pious scoundrels 
who would not let France establish a Republic in 
peace. G. W . FOOTE.

TIIE SLCRET D OCTRINE.

T i i e  sudden conversion of Mrs. Besant to Theosophy, 
which be it said is far different from Christianity or 
even personal Theism, is a severe blow. W e do not 
so much mind the absurd crowing on the part of 
Christians about the credulity of sceptics, as tho fact 
that her own influence for good will bo seriously im
paired. Mrs. Besant has claims on the sympathy of 
Freethinkers, which no action on her part can 
obliterate, and wo feel sure she has been true to her
self in taking her present course. Into the nature of 
the personal influence which lias induced tho change 
it would be impertinent and useless to inquire, but 
their can be no doubt that something is to be attributed 
to tho two remarkable volumes before us.*

* 'The Secret Doctrine: the Synthesis of Science, Keligion, anil

Many reasons, well known to friends, have in
terested the present writer in Theosophy. Intimate 
daily companionship with a Kulin Brahmin, now a 
hermit Yogi “ on the path,”  to use' the-Theosophic 
jargon, made me acquainted with the whole scheme 
of Hindu, Theosophy, the essential part of The Secret 
Doctrine, long before it was put forward by any 
member of the Theosophical Society. On its first 
appearance I reviewed in this journal Mr. Sinnett’s 
book, the Occult Wbrdd, which first made English 
readers acquainted with the alleged Occult Brother
hood, and the time I have given to “  occult ”  
literature has, T regret to say, been very considerable. 
I do not often write of myself, but it seems right to 
say thus much, as the first thing a believer in The 
Secret Doctrine will be apt to do is to question the 
competence of the reviewer.

To review nearly 1,500 pages of a work which, if  
its claims are genuine, is the most wonderful revela
tion ever made to man, is indeed no light task. The 
work purports to give the Hidden Wisdom of the 
East as transmitted by “  adepts,”  and to explain both 
the origin of worlds and of man. Is the claim 
genuine ? Are the explanations correct? These are 
the only questions we need attend to, though there is 
much in the book of interest to those with leisure to 
study bye-paths of mythology and philosophy. The 
remark must be made that the essential teaching of 
the work is not secret or occult, but simply a com
pound of common Hindu Pantheism with Kabbalism, 
which can be learnt by any student. The Secret 
Doctrine pretends to be based on “  The Book of 
Dzyan,”  a work declared to be of immense antiquity. 
“ Extracts are given from the Chinese, Thibetan, and 
Sanskrit translations of the original Senzar, Com
mentaries, and Glosses on the Book of Dzyan— these 
being now translated for the first time into an 
European language.”  W o by no means deny that 
there are many Eastern sacred books yet unknown to 
European scholars, or even such a language as the 
Senzar, with which they are unacquainted.

It may be that in Thibet there are immense libraries 
“  too large to find room even in the British Museum.”  
It may be that in Thibet there is an Occult Brother
hood able to communicate instantaneously with 
Madame Blavatsky without using tho telegraph, or it 
may bo she only alleges their existence in Thibet 
because that country has been but little explored—  
Freethinkers never set themselves to prove negatives. 
It may be that it was necessary for tho Theosophic 
shrine at Adyar, Madras, to bo made in secret, in 
order that tho Mahatmas might magnetise the place, 
or it may be, as alleged by Madame Coulomb, that 
this was tho reason assigned, because it was necessary 
for M. Coulomb to insert sliding panels, traps and 
strings in order to work tho Thcosophic wonders. 
We leavo others to judge for themselves.

But we have tho gravest doubts as to tho antiquity 
of this “  Book of Dzyan.”  Not only is Kwan-Yin, a 
comparatively late development of Chinese Buddhism, 
mentioned, but tho tone of tho philosophy is that of 
late Hinduism, not that of tho Vedas, compounded 
with Kabbalism, not so much as expounded by tho 
earliest Kabbalists, who good authorities consider 
date only from the middle agos,f but that of Monsieur 
A. L. Constant, “ Eliphas Levi,” who died in 1875.+ 
This “  Kabbalist”  conjuror and charlatan is the true 
spiritual father of Madame Blavatsky, though she has 
also learnt much of Hindu philosophy during her 
sojourn in India. She says indeed her work is “  a 
partial statement of what she herself has been taught 
by more advanced students.” W o suspect no
Philosophy, by H. P. lilavatsky. Vol I., Cosmogencsis Vol iL . 
Anthropogenesis, London Theosophical Publishing Co. Price twe 
guineas. «,

t See Kncyclvpccdia, Britannica, art. Kabbala 
+ JIadamo lilavatsky ca'ls him Abbe Constant, though he was 

never ordained a priest. Other little slips such as “ Sterling” f°r 
Stirling, and Haegel for Hegel or Haeckel, indicate that these 
handsome volumes have not been supervised by perfect beings.
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mysterious “  adepts,” but the late Swami Dyanand 
Sarasvati and the living T. Subba Row are responsible 
for a large portion of the teaching about the days and 
nights of Brahma and so forth. Indeed, all this 
matter might be gathered from any Brahmin or well 
informed “ Yogi.” Hindu systems of philosophy 
may be as well worth studying as European ones—  
that, by the way, is not saying much— but students 
would do well to go to tho original sources rather 
than to a rechauffe of Hindu doctrines used as the 
jargon of a new faith. No doubt the profound Hindu 
philosophy may come as a revelation and a new view 
of life to some Europeans, but they will do well to 
remember the position in which it has left the Hindus—  
dreaming of Theosophy and practically at the mercy 
of less speculative Mohammedans and Christians.

The Book of Dzyan, like other revelations, reveals 
nothing unless you have tho right interpretation. It 
resembles them also in being capable of being turned 
into whatever you please. W e cite as a specimen the 
opening stanza: “  The Eternal Parent (Space), 
wrapped in her ever invisible robes, had slumbered 
once again for seven eternities.”  The Eternal Parent 
is explained as “  tho incomprehensible Deity.”  
“  Deity is an arcane, living (or moving) Fire, and the 
eternal witnesses to this unseen Presence are Light, 
Heat, Moisture— this trinity including, and being the 
cause of, every phenomena in Nature/’ God, how
ever, is not a person, but “  BE-NESS rather than 
Being.” As He, She, or It is “  unthinkable and un
speakable,”  the first principle of the new theosophy, 
is in antagonism to all former theosophies which 
claimed insight into the divine nature. It is, in fact, 
rather Pantheism than Theosophy.

Tho explanations are occasionally given in the 
words of “  the Masters,”  whoso style is marvellously 
similar to Madame Blavatsky’s own.§ Tho first 
explanation of theosophy given to Mr. Sinnett by 
Mahatma Koot Hoomi through Madame Blavatsky, 
in his Rsoteric Buddhism, he said emphatically, “  is 
Esoteric Buddhism, and for European students 
approaching it for the first time, any other designa
tion would be a misnomer.” Since, however, an 
eminent Pali scholar has said that what the book 
contains is “ neither esotericism nor Buddhism,”  
Madame Blavatsky finds it is “  an excellent work 
with an unfortunato title.” She also falls foul of her 
disciple for having appeared to support Darwinism by 
speaking of the earth as “  able to develop man from 
tho ape.”  A large part of tho work indeed is a long 
philippic against Darwinism and the men of science, 
“  such as Haeckel, Carl Vogt, or Ludwig Buchner in 
Germany ; or even Mr. Huxley and his co-thinkers in 
materialism in England.”  “  Such men,!’ sho con
tinues, “  are simply tho intellectual and moral 
murderers of future generations.”

And what is tho thoory with which Madame 
Blavatsky seeks to replace Western science ? A  
melange of Eastern Pantheism and Polytheism with no 
personal god, but Dhyani Chohans, “  creativo 
spirits” who correspond to tho Hebrew Elohim, a 
“  host of angelic beings appointed [by whom] to 
guide and watch over each respective region.”  
Mahatmas or “ adepts”  with supernormal powers 
who can see round a corner and into tho middle of 
next week. With tho confidence of a few weeks’ 
membership of the T.S., Mrs. Besant proclaims that 
“  by a long and definito course of training certain 
mon|| have attained this Mahatmaship.’ ’ Madame 
Coulomb, for many years tho intimate friend and 
fellow resident of Madamo Blavatsky, tells how 
Mahatmas were made out of a doll, a whito sheet, and 
il bamboo pole!

§ Experts employed by the Society for Psychical Itesearch, a 
society largely composed of spiritists, gave their opinion that letters 
^ttrihuted to Mahutma Koot Iloomi were in the handwriting of 
•[adnmo lllavatsky. Facsimiles are engraved in tho “ Proceedings” 

tho Soci ty, and the reader can judge for himself.
II N. B.— There are no Occult bisters of Thibet.

Theosophy certainly has a theory of evolution, 
but it is based not on science but imagination, in 
which the superstition attached to the number seven 
has a large share. As a part of “  cosmogenesis,” 
the student will learn such scientific/acis as that the 
earth is the satellite of the moon, and the moon is 
“  the friend of the sorceress and the foe of the 
unwary .” T[

Men, according to The Secret Doctrine, are 
descended from giants with four arms, one head and 
three eyes, the third eye being now represented by 
the pineal gland. This monstrous hoax seems to bo 
accepted in good faith by Mrs. Besant. Any duly- 
instructed Brahmin would explain the matter 
differently. The third eye is conscience, as Madame 
Blavatsky may find in the next edition of her book, 
if she is not above profiting by the hint of a chela 
“  on the fourth round.” The giants are witnessed to 
by the belief of the ancients, (founded on osseous 
remains, now known to have been extinct animals) 
and tho “  huge statues of Easter Island ”— how huge 
can be seen outside the British Museum— as though a 
colossal statue without legs proved the existence of 
colossal men without legs.

What will astonish most readers of The Secret 
Doctrine is the display of learning and appeal to 
authorities. Madamo Blavatsky is widely read in 
mythology, and occasionally what she says or cites 
from others on that subject is worth attention. But 
she seems unacquainted with the works which throw 
most light on the subject, such as Tylor’s Primitive 
Culture, Spencer’s Principles o f Sociology, Vignoli’s 
Myth and Science and Drag's Myth, Ritual and Religion. 
W e make no account of this parade of erudition. The 
Thcosopliical Society is rich and has a good library. 
Madame Blavatsky has been in the business at least 
some fifteen years, and half that time has edited 
theosophical magazines. It would be strange if she 
had not collected some curious material. Her Pall 
Mall Gazette reviewer (said to be Mrs. Besant) calls 
tho work “  a coherent whole.”  To us it seems a 
complete hodge-podge of Yogi philosophy, “  Esoteric 
Buddhism,” Ignatius Donnelly, Itagon and “  Eliphas 
Levi.” In the whole 1,474 pages we find much 
about Brahma, Jehovah, Noah, Osiris, Yishnu, and 
Purusha and Prakiti, but hardly a single line of direct 
service to mankind, and wo can therefore safely 
predict that, despite its curious learning, it will, even 
although tho rage of the day, eventually take 
its place on the dusty shelves beside the treatises of 
Fludd, Postel, Kunrath and the other quacks and 
theosophists of the past.

I f  we are severe we hope wo are not unjust. W e  
have felt Mrs. Besant’s change of opinion as a blow 
to tho Freethought cause, but we trust it has not 
indisposed us to look at what may be said from the 
standpoint of her new views. W e agree that all 
things are begirt with mystery, but we fail to see how 
tho mystery is cleared up by belief in gods or Dhyani 
Chohans. Nevertheless, the mysterious has an un
doubted fascination, and charlatans will for long bo 
able to live in clover by their pretences to remove 
tho veil. W o regard Theosophy as more dangerous 
than Christianity, as it is less definite. The belief in 
magical powers now existing is more noxious than 
the belief in miracles which only happened in the 
past. The attempt to gain supernormal powers 
while on earth is quite as delusive as the hope to 
onjoy them in heaven, and tho inculcation of 
asceticism and celibacy by Theosophy is as pernicious 
as the same principles in Christianity. The experi
ence of India is an historical warning against the 
dreams of transcendentalism and Theosophy. Real 
progress is only mado by restricting our aims and 
efforts within the limits of the actual.

J. M. W h e e l e r .

H Perhaps this is why Madame Blavatsky called herself Lena 
Melanconica.
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A C I D  D R O P S .
The Christian Evidence Society must feel it is losing 

ground, for its advocates are particularly virulent this 
season. Every one of them seems to be furnished with a 
stereotyped set of libels on the leading Freethinkers. The 
thing is done systematically, and if Messrs. Engstrom and 
Waterman are ignorant of the machinery by which it is 
carried out thei must be altogether too simple for this 
wicked world. From all the reports that reach us the 
universal watchword is “  Never mind the su b ject; black
guard the Secularists.”  Fortunately the game is played 
with such utter brutality that the public who listen are 
becoming sickened. The spiciest libels grow stale at last 
in such a limited circle of defamation.

Many Freethinkers have asked us how they should act 
when they hear these libels from Christian Evidence plat
forms. Our answer is “  Give the fellows a wide berth. 
But if the spirit moves you too powerfully, just go  up to 
the libeller and say ‘ Do you mind putting that in writing 
and signing it ? ’ Of course the answer will be * no,’ but 
the refusal will show the audience how much the fellow 
really believes in what he says.”

The way in which the papers have dished up the beastly 
story of Sullivan’s fight with Kilrain is a fine comment on 
the meekness and humanity which are claimed as the special 
characteristics of Christian civilisation. The old Greeks had 
their manly sports, but it never occurred to those wicked 
Pagans to set up two men to smash each other’s faces for 
so much a side and glory to the bargain.

A  Homan Catholic writer, who calls himself Bernard, and 
who has served his novitiate in a monastery in London, gives 
his experience in a book entitled From  W orld to Cloister. 
Monastic life is by no means so attractive as when the 
monks lived on the fat of the land. Fasting and mortifica
tion is now the rule. The writer confesses that a life passed 
in restraint, taciturnity and separation from the outer world 
has a tendency to foster an interest in trifles. And further 
he says : “  There is no doubt that a rule which excludes 
most subjects of human interest, if it be kept in real earnest, 
has a tendency to dwarf and etiolate the mental pow ers; 
to destroy any tone of culture, any breadth of v ie w ; to 
weaken sympathy for one’s fellow-creatures, regarded as 
flesh and blood; and to develop a taste for petty gossip.” 
Yet this life o f entire devotion to religion is the highest 
ideal attained by Christianity.

The Bishop of Southwell has not long had that diocese, 
but has already intimated his intention o f petitioning the 
Queen for a suffragan Bishop. l ie  has not, however, inti
mated any intention of paying his assistant out of his own 
salary. That is another matter.

Another prophecy is fulfilled. The lion and the lamb 
have lain down together, though God knows which was 
which. Dr. Moorhouse, the Bishop of Manchester, gave a 
garden party, and an invitation was sent to Dr. Vaughan, 
the Catholic Bishop of .Salford. It was accepted, and the 
two fathers in God fraternised. Memories of Luther and 
the Pope, and Queen Bess and Queen Mary, were dismissed 
into limbo. Probably the two bishops reflected that 
domestic squabbles among Christians must be postponed 
until the common enemy is disposed of. When infidelity is 
settled—w hen !— the lion and the lamb will still keep com
pany, but one will be inside the other.

Dr. Moorhouse has been addressing his clergy on crema
tion and gambling. On the former subject he seems to 
keep an open mind ; on the latter he talks a deal of non
sense. It is all very well to bid the clergy raise their voices 
against it, but if the big gamblers go unreproved—as they 
certainly will— what is the use of rebuking the small ones ? 
Preaching in any form is a wretched failure. The pulpit 
was influential when it had the law behind it. Now it is a 
ghastly pretence. It has as much effect on the community 
as water on a duck’s back.

H ow much is modesty a matter o f custom. Oriental 
ladies think it the height of immodesty to show their faces. 
I f they stumble, they take care to keep their features

covered, and leave the rest of their charms to the mercy of 
accident. • Here in England a lady bares her face, but is 
covered with confusion if she discloses an inch of stocking. 
It appears, however, that the Persian ladies are, on the 
whole, less lavish in displaying their charms than the Eng
lish ladies who move in high society, and the Shah is 
shocked by the revelation o f evening dresses.

By the way, the Church of old set itself vehemently 
against the nudity of fashionable females. But it could 
never make the ladies submit. The daughters of Eve were 
always trying to get back to her primitive costume. They 
listened to the sermons, and cut their dresses an inch lower. 
So much for the power of the pulpit.

A writer in the Theological Monthly fixes the precise 
day of the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt as April 15, 
1438, 15.0. Perhaps he will now prove that the Jews were 
in Egypt as some wicked sceptics have doubted if they 
were ever there at all.

The Expositor has an article by the Rev. C. Plummer on 
the u documentary ”  theory of the origin o f the Gospels. 
This theory has been ridiculed by M. Godet, on the ground 
that it is absurd to postulate such patchwork as the theory 
requires: an author borrowing two words from one docu
ment, three from another, and four from a third, piecing 
them all together in his own narrative. Mr. Plummer takes 
two mediaeval chroniclers, Benedict of Peterborough and 
Roger of Hoveden, and shows they did the very thing 
which M. Godet pronounces impossible. The article sug
gests what caution should be used in the question. The one 
patent fact is that the three first Gospels have narratives in 
common, which precludes the possibility of their being inde
pendent and original witnesses.

“  Amid all the pressure of my public life and duties,”  
writes Mr. Gladstone, “  I have always thanked God for the 
rest and repose o f the Sunday.”  Very likely. But if Mr. 
Gladstone had been pent up in a factory six days out of 
every seven, he wouid have thanked God, or anybody who 
afforded it, for the opportunity of seeing and studying 
the artistic and scientific treasures in public institutes 
on Sunday, or taking a trip into the country with 
the sky above his head and the grass beneath his feet. 
There is nothing more profoundly and miserably selfish than 
the attitude of the upper classes on the Sunday question. 
What they do not require is of course unnecessary to 
other people. _____

The Church Times doesn't like the idea of the Okl 
Catholics establishing a mission in England, a scheme said 
to be approved by Dr. Dollinger. It says: “  The move
ment implies that the Church o f England is n it the Catholic 
Church of the country, that it is not in continuity with the 
Church of pre-Reformation times, and does not afford the 
true means of grace,”  etc. We wonder if the humbug 
about the Church o f England being the Church of pre- 
Reformation times goes down with any person outside the 
communion o f that Church.

Archdeacon Thomas has been holding forth agaiii at 
Oswestry on the wickedness of the anti-tithe agitation. 
He recited a number of divine “  visitations ” on the ring
leaders in this infernal attempt to rob the clergy of then' 
share of mammon. People might call him superstitious, 
but what did he care ? Facts were too stubborn to be 
talked away. But the Archdeacon’s facts are all o f the 
anonymous order. Somewhere— God knows w h ere; at 
some time— God knows when ; farmer what’s-his-name fell 
under the Almighty’s wrath. He wouldn't send the parson 
that sucking-pig and the Lord smote the so w ! M o r a l-  
pay up ! Very pretty, Mr. Archdeacon, but can you sub
stantiate these little stories to the satisfaction of even a 
committee o f churchwardens ?

The Rev. T. Moore pleads for “  Freedom for the 
Church without Disestablishment.”  What he wishes is the 
repeal of 25 Ileury V III., cap. 19, whereby convocations 
cannot sit without a licence from the Crown. “  State sup
port, but no State control,”  is always the m ot'o of the 
parsons. Formerly the clergy used to tax themselves 
through convocation, and no doubt they would like to 
resume that function since the Church 'Times never ceases
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to maintain that taxation o f the clergy is both “  fraudulent 
and illegal.”

A  biography of Henry W ard Beecher, by William C. 
Beecher and the Rev. S. Scoville, assisted by Mrs. H. W . 
Beecher, has been published in more than seven hundred 
pages. One would think from the work that the popular 
preacher was the most eminent man of his age. To our 
mind Ingersoll’s tribute to Beecher excels all that that 
worthy ever wrote. When a generation arises that knew 
not Henry Ward Beecher, it will ask what the deuce did 
he do to merit such a biography. The only answer we can 
snggest is— he didn’t preach hell.

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts is always known as the S.P.G. W e have 
heard of a young man who was instructed by his parents 
to strictly set down his expenditure. In his account book 
were found considerable items initialed “ S.P.G.”  His 
pious mother was delighted by his zeal for missionary work, 
but he explained it to a friend as meaning “  Something : 
Probably Grub.”

The Liberal Spanish press has received very coldly the 
proposition that the Pope should reside in that country, 
and even the Conservative papers mention it without 
enthusiasm.

Dr. Allbutt has lost his case. The Court of Appeal has 
decided in favor of the Medical Council. This body, it 
appears, has the right to deprive any doctor of his medical 
degree for “  unprofessional conduct,” and that means any
thing contrary to the prejudices of the profession. It is a 
monstrous usurpation, all the worse for its having a legal 
sanction. I)r. Allbutt is a victim of bigotry. He is robbed 
o f  his means of livelihood in what should be a honorable 
profession for the simple offence of giving useful informa
tion to poor people “  at a low price.”  W e hear there has 
been some talk of serving Dr. Allinson in the same way for 
giving medical advice in the Weekly Times and Echo.

While the Salvation Army was carrying on the collec
tion business in its usual vigorous fashion at Charles Street, 
Opensbaw, on Sunday evening, a woman in the crowd was 
heard to say, “  W ell it may be all right, but I don’t know ; 
however, here’s a shilling.”  She didn’t seem to regard 
J. C. as the favorite, but she backed him for a place.

Convocation has been sitting and trying to devise some 
scheme for a court of appeal in ecclesiastical cases, whereby 
lay influence will be nullified as far as possible. It is 
doubtful if Parliament will assent to their projects, espe
cially as they are very much at loggerheads among them
selves.

Theosophy and other humbug has largely availed itself 
o f  the phenomena of hypnotism to whet the eager gulosity 
o f  the credulous. Experiments made by Dr. Pinel, of 
Paris, shows that hypnotic patients will obey the directions 
conveyed by a phonograph as readily as the words of a 
living voice. He argues from this that the theory of 
animal magnetism— i.c., of a magnetic current passing from 
the operator to the subject— is baseless, and that the real 
cause of the phenomena is a disordered mental state. Those 
who have noted in how small a proportion “  sensitives ”  are 
found in such experiments, will be inclined to this view of 
the matter.

Mrs. Besant’s letters in the Star  seem to be attracting 
all sorts of cranks. Here is one who, in welcoming her to 
the ranks of theosophy, says: “ I am gradually losing 
myself, my personal mental consciousness, to find a reincar
nation in Alma Buddhi for perfect Altruism.”  Give it up ? 
Or does the man mean that ho is going out of his mind ? 
W e usually notice, by  the way, that something like this is 
the mental condition of those who speak of being born 
again.

A  gentleman, who was dressed as a clergyman and 
refused his name, was brought before Sir James Ingham at 
Bow Street. The magistrate was informed that as the 
Rev. John Howard, a Church of England clergyman at 
Ongar, was walking down Holywell Street, he asked the 
defendant, who was then smoking, for a light, and in

return received a violent blow in the eye. Mr. Howard 
therefore brought a charge of assault. As the defendant 
behaved strangely in court, the magistrate remanded him 
in order that the police might endeavor to find his friends.

Mr. Justice Butt had before him, on Thursday, the suit of 
Overy v. Overy, a wife’s petition for a judicial separation by 
reason of the alleged cruelty o f her husband, the Rev. 
Henry Overy, vicar of St. Veep, Cornwall. The marriage 
took place in 1879, and there were five children o f the 
marriage. Petitioner said her husband dragged her round 
the room, flung her from the bed, and struck her violently 
on the back and face He also threw a fork at her, and 
had shaken her violently. —  In cross-examination she 
admitted _ having called him “  a brute,”  “  a liar,”  and 
“ a would-be-murderer.”— A decree of judicial separation 
and the custody of the children was granted the petitioner.

The Salvation Army had a great field day at the Alexan
dra Palace on Tuesday. The excitement of the 1,000 
monkeys witnessing fireworks was as nothing to that of the 
Army when 100 bands played simultaneously. Oh, what 
must it have been to be there ?

A t Pittsburg, Pa. on the second Sunday after the Johns
town catastrophe, the Rev. James Madden, a Prohibitionist 
clergyman from Kansas, addressed a meeting held under 
the auspices of the A\ Oman’s Christian Temperance Union. 
Previously he had visited Johnstown. He described the 
manner of his leaving the place as follow s:— “ I was in 
Johnstown when the flood occurred, but managed through 
my own energy and perseverance to escape the flood. 
Those who had not done so let a warning six hours old go  un
heeded, waited, were drowned, and went to hell." It is to the 
credit of his audience that the majority of them left the 
church at once, showing that though they may be theoretical 
Christians they do not approve of its practical application. 
If Christianity be true Madden was right, and it takes just 
such brutes as he to prove that most people are not real 
believers. Their humanity is after all greater than their 
faith in “  God ”  and “  God’s word.”

The Biblical belief in witchcraft is by  no means extinct in 
America. A  girl at Tioga, Illinois, recently became insane, 
and her superstitious friends held an incantation over her, 
sticking many pins into her body and torturing her fearfully 
to drive away evil spirits.

They were celebrating Thanksgiving Day at Ellensburg, 
a little town of 0,000 souls in Washington Territory. It 
was a more picturesque and furious ceremonial than had 
been anticipated. Some houses caught fire, the whole town 
was laid in ashes, and two million dollars’ worth of damage 
was done.

More of the Lord’s tender m ercies! Storms in Iloug 
Kong have done a vast amount of injury in the colony. 
Many persons have been killed, and houses, roads, and 
telegraphs washed away. The total rainfall in thirty-six 
hours was over thirty inches; nearly three times the 
average for the whole month during the past twenty years.

An article—we believe by Miss Edwards—in Temple 
B a r , on Carlyle and Goethe, compares these two great 
men, much to the disparagement of the first named. The 
writer says: “ Goethe was a fervent Christian in every 
respect but that of form, for the very essence o f a Chris
tian moral nature is surely charity.’ ’ The writer might as 
well have said Goethe was a perfect Christian in every 
respect but that of believing Christianity to be true. That 
Goethe did not believe Christianity to be true we have his 
own words. In a letter to Lavater he says distinctly that 
he could not believe the stories of a man being born of a 
virgin and rising from the dead.

Major General Synge, occupying the chair at the 
Victoria Soldiers’ Home, Eastney, gave a very pessimistic 
address, l i e  did not believe the world was improving. 
That individual saints grew in grace he was fearfully con
vinced of. but inasmucli as the progress of the population 
of the world in heathenism and sin out-numbered all 
Christian efforts put together, reckoning even Christians 
of nominal profession, he failed to see that the Kingdom of 
Christ was being established on earth. What is this but



274 The Freethinker. [July 14. 1889.

saying that Christianity is a failure, God the Father a 
failure, God the Son a failure, and God the H oly (5host a 
failure likewise ?

Many of the French papers cast doubt upon the sincerity 
of the piety of General Boulanger, and his regular attend
ance at the French chapel recalls the saying of Henry of 
Navarre that France was well worth a mass.

A t an extraordinary consistory o f Cardinals held in the 
Vatican on June 30, Pope Pecci delivered an allocution 
fully reported in the Tablet of July 6th. His Holiness 
raged violently against “  these crimes that have afflicted us.” 
A  long series of outrages he declares has culminated in 
setting up a public trophy to “  a spirit that reared himself 
up obstinately against the church.”  “  They load with 
honors”  he complains “ a heretic judicially condemned, 
whose boldness attacked the church in his last breath.”

Pecci has no remorse for the crime o f the church of 
which he is the head. Instead o f showing sympathy with 
its victim he adds insult to injury, and in language mon
strously unjust calls him “  a depraved intellect and a vulgar 
spirit ”  and “  a'fol lower of a disgraceful materialism.”  Let 
the Pope howl. He cannot undo the protest made under 
his very nose last Whit Sunday.

The rumors that the Pope consulted the consistory about 
leaving Rome are stronger than ever. W e don’t believe 
he is quite such a fool. W e only wish he were. To give 
up the traditional divinely appointed seat would shock the 
Catholic world as much as the erection of the monument to 
Bruno.

The utterances of the authorised Catholic authorities 
upon the execution of Bruno show that the true Catholic 
spirit was well voiced by Louis Veuillot, when he wrote in 
the Catholic Univers of Huss and Luther that the only 
thing to be regretted was that “  Huss met with his deserts 
so late, and that Luther was not burnt at all.”

The Bishop of Salford, following in the footsteps of the 
Pope, has published a pastoral “  to the faithful of the 
diocese,”  entitled “  Acts of Reparation and Consecration to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus in connection with the recent 
outrage in Rome and our Education Question.”  Of Bruno 
this truly Christian pastoral says : “  It is said that he 
received his deserts by having been publicly burnt for his 
crimes in Rome in the year 1600.” A  decree at the back 
o f the pamphlet offers a Plenary Indulgence to those who, 
at the Feast of the Sacred Heart, will “ visit some church 
or public oratory, and devoutly pray there for a short 
while according to the intention of His Holiness.”  Evi
dently the Pope believes in magic. All prayer indeed is 
founded on the belief in spells and incantations. Free
thinkers, who work in the open, must laugh as such 
mummery as this. _____

The Bishop of Salford of course winds up with an appeal 
for money for Catholic schools. The true act o f repaiation 
and consecration is shelling out.

Sweet are the uses of religion, says the sentimental 
parson, parodying Shakespeare. Swift, however, said that 
most men had just religion enough to make them hate each 
other. This truth was beautifully illustrated on Sunday at 
Liverpool, where Catholics and Orangemen came into 
collision, and eighty policemen were necessary to restore 
order. According to the Pont “  the street presented a very 
animated appearance, sticks and brickbats flying about in 
all directions.”  Detective-constable Williams, who had the 
misfortune to interfere with a religious shindy and spoil a 
pious fight, received a terrible injury on the right temple, 
and at one time “  the street was like a battle ground.” 
Yet these bitter contending factions would both agree in 
damning the harmless necessary infidel.

Then were the words of Scripture fulfilled, and they 
picked up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets 
full. _____

Mrs. Finn explains in the Daily Telegraph why the 
Shah’s attendants will not wake him from sleep. It is 
believed in Persia, she says, that a man’s soul goes out of

him in sleep, and if he is suddenly aroused it may not have 
time to get back, and the consequence is fatal. Were 
Mrs. Finn better acquainted with superstitions, she would 
know that this belief prevails over the largest portion of 
the world. ____

Among savages the soul goes out of the body also in 
sickness, and another soul takes possession. Tylor records 
a very funny story of a savage lying on the ground and 
bawling out to his own soul to come back to him.

Mr. Meredith Townsend writes in the Contemporary 
Review on “  Cheap Missionaries”  ffis  plan is to secure 
native preachers. No doubt this will be cheap and easy, 
but what a havoc they will make of the blessed gospel. 
The holy doctrines of the Trinity and the substitutionary 
sacrifice of Christ, as expounded by cheaply converted 
Shanars and Sanlals, will be a caution.

The number of Jesuits throughout the world is stated at 
12,070. The order is more powerful now than at any time 
since its suppression by Pope Clement X IV .

There are two hundred and seventy-five women ordained 
to preach in America. These are the females. Nearly a 
hundred thousand women of the other sex are in the same 
business.

A  real live countess contributes an anonymous article to 
the New Review on Sarah, Rebekah, and R achel: three 
types of womanhood. She goes into holy raptures over 
this precious trinity. She admires them through and 
through. The pious old cat who shared Abraham’s tent and 
best bed turned poor Hagar and her boy into the desert to 
starve. But what does that matter ? She was the mother 
of Isaac, and a lovely woman. Two kings made love b> 
her, one o f them when she was ninety. Beautiful Sarah I 
She nagged her husband, and cheeked the Lord himself I 
Modest Sarah! As for Rebekah, she helped Jacob to cheat 
Esau and deceive his dying father. Rachel stole her father’s 
gods, farmed out her husband like a town bull, and put her 
maid to bed with him. Such are the lovely and engaging 
types of womanhood held up for reverence in the New 
Review.

The Rev. Dr. nannon, o f San Francisco, declares that 
the recent disasters at Johnstown and Seattle “  are terrible 
and startling messages from God,”  warning men to be pre
pared for death and the glories o f heaven. If God is as 
careless of our welfare in heaven as on earth, the gain will 
not be great. Stronger dams and more efficient fire engines 
now are worth many years of pious preparation against 
fire and damns of another sort hereafter.— Frecthought.

Chinese women are beginning to revolt against the mal
formation o f their understandings, and have started a 
“  Heavenly Font Society.”  It appears that a missionary 
has been preaching to them on the subject, and their war- 
cry is likely to be “  Christianity and Big Feet.”

H O W  TO HELP US.

(1) Got your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker
in his window.

(2) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the
Freethinker and try to sell them, guaranteeing 
to take the copies that may remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it
among your acquaintances.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our permanent
placards, which are of a convenient size for 
the purpose. Mr. Forder will send them ° °  
application.

(5) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then Jn
tho train, the car, or the omnibus.

(G) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in yoU1 
walks abroad, at public meetings, or among 
the audiences around street-corner preachers. 

(7) Do one of the above, or all of them if you can.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, July 14, Regent's Park, London, at ¡5.30 (open-air), 

“ The Devil.”

July 21, London Secular Federation Excursion ; 28, Camber
well.

Aug. 4 and 11, Camberwell; 18 and 25, London Hall of Science. 
Sept. 1, Manchester; 15 and 22, London Hall of Science; 

29, Newcastle.
Oct. G, South Shields ; 12 and 20, London Hall of Science.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

L iterary communications to be addressed to the Editor, M  
Clerkenwell Green, London, E.C. All business communica
tions to Mr R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C. 

T he Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at 
the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year, 
3s. 3d. ; Three Months, Is. 7)d. Australia, China and Africa: 
—One Year, 8s. 8d.; Half Year, 4s. 4d.; Three Months, 
2s. 2d. India:—One Year, 10s. lOd.; Half Year, 5s. 5d.; 
Three Months, 2s. 8£d.

S cale of A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for 
repetitions.

It being contrary to post office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will in future 
receive the number when their subscription expires in a 
colored wrapper.

C. K roll L aportf.—The substance of your letter having 
appeared in the Star, it will already be familiar to many of our 
readers. The new Theosophy seems rather founded on Hindu 
philosophy and French Kabbalism than on the German Theoso- 
phists you mention.

-V. H ughes.—We have heard of the thesis that. Christ and 
St. Paul were one and the same person, and of a great number 
of other cranky notions upon matters on which our real infor
mation is very limited.

R. 13. (Liverpool).— Justin Martyr’s “ Apology” is usually dated 
a .d . 139, and his Dialogue with Trypho. the Jew, about the 
middle of the second century.

W. C ookney, la Willow Street, Paul Street, Finsbury, E.C., 
announces that the Hall of Science Children's Excursion will 
take place on August 25, and acknowledges the following sub
scriptions :—W. J. Birch, Esq., £1 ; Mr. and Mrs. Burton, 5s.; 
E. Clare, 5s ; Bullock, 2s. 6d .; E. Binks, 6d .; Ward, 6d.;
S. Binks, Gd.; Young, Gd.; J. W. Ramsey, Gd.; Wenn, Id .; 
Wise, 2d.; Shore 3d.; L. Schneider, 2->. Gd.; II. etc., Is.;
G. etc., I s .; Bengainan, Is .; Lateys, 2s. Gd.; Snider, 2s.; 
Pezaro, Is.; F. AV. Smith, Is.; II. W., Is.; Pollack, Gd.; 
J. W. L., I s .; Frost, Is.

J. B row n .—Thanks. Mr. Rossiter is not very accurate. We 
have written the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle in reply to his 
bombast.

II. A rthur.—We hope to publish the second volume of Crimes 
o f  Christianity this year.

•I. E. R oo.se.—Thanks. Sec “ Acid Drops.”  Always glad to 
hear from you.

G. B.—MS. under consideration.
C. T omlinson suggests that neat, admission tickets should bo 

printed and sold at the Loudon Hall of Science. Freethinkers 
might purchase them and give them to orthodox friends.

A. H emingway.—Date booked. It is September 1, not August 31. 
II. II. Sparling .—Many thanks for the cuttings.
W. W heeler states that the Westminster Branch will start from 

Old Pimlico Pier on July 21 at nine o’clock sharp. Tickets 
2s. Gd. Address, 2 Bessborough Gardens.

J. G range writes from Farsley, Leeds, that the local Freethinkers 
arc trying to form an active Branch of the N. S. S., and have 
already arranged for some open-air lectures. We are delighted 
to hear it.

T. A. W illiams.—It is a scandal that the Bristol Freethinkers 
are so disorganised and inactive. Can a hall be procured in 
which discussion is allowed? If so, Mr. Foote will try to pay 
you a visit. We are glad to hear that you are trying some 
open-air propaganda.

A Seymour.— Yes, “ Letters to the Clergy ” are forwarded to 
the persons they are addressed to. We thank you for your 
efforts to promote our circulation. Don’t send to members of 
the House of Commons, unless in envelopes to their private 
addresses.

H. A. R ogers.—The Archdeacon's nonsense about God's judg
ments on the anti-tithe agitators has been dealt with before in 
our columns. He seems the prize fool of the silly season.

G eo. M anco.—The statement that Sarah Bernhardt told Gounod 
she was an Atheist was taken from the columns of the Echo, 
entitled “ Men and Things,”  about a month ago.

W. U hlenisurgh .— Bigot Uace has been written about enough. 
Unless lie indulges in a fresh outburst he had better be treated 
with silent contempt.

E. K endrick .—Very likely there was some mistake, our corres
pondent confusing you with someone else. From the matter 
and manner of your letters we feel quite sure that you would 
speak civilly, clearly, and to the point.

II. 51. R id g w a y .—Sorry to hear the Christians insulted and 
hustled you for distributing our tracts at the corner of AVel- 
lington Street and Upper Street, Islington, on Sunday evening, 
and that tin; policeman threatened to run you in for com
plaining. You have a right to give away tracts, so long as you 
do not cause an obstruction, and the police have no right to- 
interfere.

C orrespondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply- 
stands over till the following week.

P ape rs  R ece iv e d .— Manchester Guardian—La Raison—Twen
tieth Century—AA’omen's Puff rage Journal— Echo— Bulletin 
des Sommaires—Secular Thought—Menschenthum—Free- 
thought—Liberty—Liberator—Freidenker—Boston Investi
gator— Western Figaro —Newcastle Chronicle—Truthseeker—  
Fritankaren—Railway Press—Tocsin.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
“  L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  C l e r g y  ”  will be resumed next 

week. W e are full of other matter this week. Mirabeau? 
and the French Revolution make a heavy claim on our
space. ____

M rs. Bcsant's Theosophy is the title o f a pamphlet 
Mr. Foote is writing. The iady’s defection from Atheism 
is far too important to be passed over in silence. Mr.. 
Foote is criticising the explanation she has offered, his 
object being twofold— first, to examine Mrs. Besmt’s new 
position, and second, to do what is possible to prevent her 
from misleading Freethinkers. This is demanded by 
principle, and it can be done without acrimony. The pam
phlet will be ready soon after the Freethinker is on sale.

M r. F o o t e  lectures in Regent’s Park, London, this 
afternoon (June 14) at 3.30. Mr. A. B. Moss presides. 
The station is near the Park entrance to the Zoological 
Gardens. A  collection will be taken on behalf of the 
London Secular Federation. Freethinkers in the vicinity 
should avail themselves of the opportunity and bring their 
orthodox friends. Subject— “ The Devil.”  However the 
weather is, it will be a warm afternoon.

L o n d o n  Freethinkers, please remember the Excursion te  
ipping Forest on July 21. Mr. Foote, Mr. Wheeler, M r, 

Moss, Mr. Standring and other well-known gentlemen will 
join the party. A  big gathering is expected. Tickets for 
the central contingent, leaving the Hall of Science, can 1« 
obtained at 28 Stonecutter Street at 2s. Gd. N ext week, 
if the Branches furnish us with the information, we will 
print a list of the contingents, with the times and places of 
starting. ____

W e understand that the North-AVest London Branch are 
busily employed in furnishing their brakes with portraits 
and other decorations. Some members contemplate taking 
a stock of Freethought literature to distribute on the road. 
All the contingents will be at Lea Bridge at 10.30 sharp. 
Arrangements have been made for indoor amusements at 
High Beech oven should the weather be unpropitious. .

T he  quarterly tea meeting, dance, and social gathering 
at Camberwell has passed from being an experiment into 
an institution, and one that deserves to be copied. Last 
Sunday the proceedings were enlivened by the Milton Ila ll 
Dramatic Company giving short sketches. One, entitled 
“  April Fools,”  kept the company in roars of laughter, and 
was certainly as well rendered as any farce on the stage. 
Our Camberwell friends on these occasions pay due regard  
to the inspired text, “  Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it jolly,”  as their version has it. A  party of Freethin ker» 
from Nottingham dropped in to see how it was done.

M r. W m . Dig r y , well known for his constant attention 
to Indian matters, writes in the D aily News, praising Mr. 
Bradlaugh for his efforts on behalf of the famine-stricken 
at Ganjam. Mr. Digby says, “  Tens o f thousands o f 
people who have never heard, and will never hear, his name 
owe their lives to his exertions.”  This is the Atheist our 
Christian legislators kicked out as unfit for their assem bly.



276 The Freethinker. [July 14. 1889.

I t  is curious that Mr. Bradlaugh. who was so long kept 
out of his seat in Parliament, should now compile a work 
on The Rules, Customs, and Procedure o f  the House o f  
Commons, and that the work should be generally praised.

“  FOLLOW the example of the President of the United 
States and join in a Sunday excursion,”  is the language of 
all the billboard advertisements of the Sunday excursion 
steamers in America. It is a great card.

Dr. R. B. W estbrook , the President of the American 
Secular Society’ , writes in Secular Thought, protesting 
against the application of the term “ infidel”  to Free
thinkers, many o f whom in the United States rather glory 
in it, as witness a pamphlet just to hand from Mr. Putnam, 
entitled The G lory o f  Infidelity. Curiously enough, Mr. 
C. Watts has a pamphlet with a similar title, The Glory 
o f  Unbelief. ____

A n  interesting reminiscence of the veteran Freethought 
champion, Mrs. Ernestine L. Rose, is given by Ella E. 
Gibson in the Boston Investigator for June 12. Miss 
Gibson was present at the Bible Convention at Hartford in 
1854, when some Christian roughs turned out, the gas and 
left the hall in darkness and disorder. Miss Gibson says, 
“  During this melee, which was but momentary, I stood 
upon the platform with my arms around Mrs. Rose, she 
saying to me, ‘ This is nothing. I'm  not frigh ten ed !' 
As the. gas was lighted, I stepped back, and there stood 
the heroine, all alone, Bible in hand, in her fearless m ajesty! 
I  shall never forget her terrible invective, in these words, 
as she held it up before the. gallery students, and shook it 
in their faces, exclaiming, ‘ Yes, you are f i t  representatives 
o f  you r boolc, you  illustrate you r religion by your  
mobocracy /’ She then proceeded with her discourse, 
which was a scathing one.”  This discourse, by the way, 
is published at the office of the Boston Investigator, and 
is worth reading. ____

TlIE veteran and learned Republican Karl Blind con
tributes an article on “  Giordano Bruno and new Italy ”  to 
the Nineteenth Century. Herr Blind points out that the 
clerical party is unrepentant, and that the struggle with 
obscurantism has still to be carried on.

A GENTLEMAN wishes to know of a high-class school in 
South-east Loudon where a boy can be sent without fear 
of his being crammed with religion. Are any of our readers 
aware of such an institution ? Aud if so, will they com 
municate with us?

L a Faison  publishes a discourse pronounced at Rome 
by M. Napoleon Navez, President o f the Antwerp Free- 
thought Society, as Belgian delegate to the Bruno festival, 
l ie  called attention to the forthcoming Congress at Paris 
of the International Federation of Freethinkers, o f whose 
Council he is a prominent member.

T h e  Daily Neivs, writing o f the proposal to abolish 
tests in Scottish universities, remarks : “  The religion o f 
many pious souls is based upon the philosophy of Kant. 
But Kant himself was strongly suspected ot being a theist 
only in name. It was certainly not Bishop Butler’s inten
tion to make anybody an Atheist. But we know that he 
made one of James Mill, and it is highly improbable that 
-James Mill was his only convert. Dean Mansel was a 
metaphysician of much subtlety, and a logician of great 
ability, who considered himself to be, and who probably 
was, an orthodox believer. Yet Bishop Jeune, as well as 
John Mill, regarded the Dean’s Bampton Lectures as 
destructive of faith in a personal God.”

Th e  once Rev. Mr. Pentecost, now editor of the 
Twentieth Century, has some sensible words on the Johns
town disaster. l ie  says, in answer to the Rev. Dr. J. 
Whiton, “  If your personal God could have controlled the 
Johnstown flood and did not he is not good. N o matter 
how foolish the people were in the manner in which they 
built their dam, there is no human being wicked enough to 
have allowed all ihose who did not build the dam, or even 
those who did, to perish if he could have helped it, I f  God 
could have prevented that slaughter and did not he is, in 
my opinion, (that ¡3 not “  dogmatism ” ) bad and cruel. If 
he could not have prevented it what is the use of his being

God at all ? The fact is, it all happened according to 
natural law, and that is all we know about it.”

In an article on “  The Crumbling of Christianity,”  a 
Ceylon Buddhist newspaper, after quoting the remarks of 
an English bishop concerning the “  alarming spread of 
infidelity, or the total disbelief in the Bible and Christian 
religion,”  says: “  This shows us what a false appearance 
o f strength the padres are making to us in Ceylon. They 
would make us believe that their religion is so true that all 
the European nations accept it implicitly, and now it appears 
that the opposite is the fact, and that the number of believ
ing Christians is growing smaller every day. . . . This is 
a pretty sight f o r  us Buddhists indeed. . . . Let us wait 
but patiently, and we may see the whole mass o f quarrel
ling sects fall into the gulf dug by the pioneers o f reason 
and Freethought.”  ____

R. 0. SMITH, honorary treasurer of the London Secular 
Federation, 142 Old Street, E.C., acknowledges the follow
ing subscriptions :— G. R. £1 ; East London Branch 
(collection) 3s. Gd.; Ball’s Pond Branch (collected at Mr. 
Foote’s open-air lecture) 17s. Further subscriptions 
urgently needed.

A  B R IG H T  S U N D A Y .

H earing that the L iv erp oo l B ranch o f  the N ational 
Secular S ociety  was still in difficulties, I  offered to 
pay the c ity  a special lecturin g  visit. The offer was 
accepted , and I  delivered  three lectures on Sunday in 
Cam den H all, to  audiences w hich, con sid erin g  the 
weather, w ere u nexpected ly  large. M r. W ise , the 
loca l paid a gen t o f  the Christian E vidence  S ociety , 
gave  out ( I  am in form ed) that he was g o in g  to lecture 
ou t o f  doors in  the a fternoon  and even in g  and spoil 
my audience. H e m eant w ell— for J e s u s ; bu t he 
overestim ated  his pow ers o f  attraction .

On m y way dow n  to L iverp oo l I  g o t  out o f  the 
train at R u g b y , and stretched m y legs on the p lat
form . W h ile  d o in g  so, I  was a ccosted  by  a gentlem an 
w ho said he had seen m e before and read m any o f  
m y w ritin gs, bu t had never spoken  to m e. H e  
expressed great regret at the stoppage o f  The Liberal. 
"  W h y ,”  I  said, "  that was ten years a g o .”  "  Y e s ,”  
he rep lied , “  I  k n ow , but it was the b est m agazine o f  
its k ind  I  ever knew . I  m et with a cop y  accidentally . 
Som eone left it  in the train. I  g o t  ail the num bers, 
and I  have them  bound up. I t  ch a n ged  m y w hole 
course o f  th ou ght.”

This fact is w orth  record in g . I t  show s w hat g o o d  
m ay be don e  b y  leav in g  F reeth ough t literature about 
where people are sure to find it. A  chance m aga/.ino, 
jou rn a l, pam phlet, or tract m ay change a C hristian ’s 
w hole  courso o f  th ou ght.

On reach in g  L iverp oo l I  found M r. Sam Standring, 
o f  L on d on , staying at my h otel. H o was dow n  on 
business, and w ould  have spent tho Sunday at N ow  
B r ig h ton , on ly  ho was anxious to attend m y lectures 
and g e t  acquainted w ith  tho L iverp oo l friends. H e 
took  the chair for  mo in  tho afternoon  and even in g . 
M r. W a rd  presided  in tho m orn in g , m y lecture be in g  
on "  R e lig io n  and M ora lity .”  M r. W ise  m ounted tho 
p latform  and offered opposition  in  tw o ton m inutes’ 
speeches. L iverp oo l air has not im proved  him . I  
fancy  there is too  m uch Orange in  it. I  w ill not 
enter in to  tho general d iscussion— that w ould  be 
u n fa ir ; but I  w ill m ention  a single poin t. B y  way 
o f  illustrating the con n ection  o f  re lig ion  and m orality,
I  instanced  the fact o f  m y b e in g  asked w hat was iny 
re lig ion  b y  tho b o o k in g  clerk  in H ollow ay G aol, 
w hich  show s it  is taken for  granted  that crim inals 
aro relig ious. M r. W ise  said ho was “  s ick  ”  ° f  
hearing o f  m y im prisonm ent. It  was n ot Christians 
that sent m o to g a o l. I  w as in carcerated  under an 
obsolete  law , and the b low  was m eant for M r. B rad- 
laugh . T o  th is I  rep lied  that the in d ictm en t on 
w hich  1 was sentenced d id  not in clude M r. Bradlaugh ; 
that w h ichever was aim ed at, tho persecution  was all 
tho sam e ; that tho " o b s o l e t e ”  law  had ju s t been
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endorsed by an overwhelming majority in the House 
of Commons; that the Christians made me “  sick ”  of 
my imprisonment, and I was glad to hear I was 
making them “ sick”  of it ; and that it was silly to 
blame me for alluding to my trouble, for Pontius 
Pilate crucified Jesus Christ and the Christians hac. 
been talking about it ever since.

Mr. Wise stuck to his text, however; the law 
was obselete, and what I said about the two indict
ments proved all he maintained ! But the audience 
didn’t seem to think so. When I got down from the 
platform Mr. Wise told me, with a fine candid smile,
that his evening lecture would be upon------- . Let the
readerguess. Hegivesitup? Well,upon— 0  ye gods 
and little fishes !— “  The Leeds Conference.” The 
subject is as novel as the death of Queen Anne, but a 
few cheap personalities could be wrung from it, and 
personality is the breath of a Christian Evidence 
lecturer’s nostrils. Poor Mr. Wise was mistaken in 
one thing. He may know Christian human nature, 
but he doesn’t know Secular human nature. The 
Liverpool Freethinkers were not in the least inter
ested in the Leeds Conference. They came to 
Camden Hall to hear me lecture on “  God Help U s !

Physically, owing to a brief holiday at Ramsgate, 
I was in good form, and the audience was very 
enthusiastic. Ten new members were enrolled, and 
the committee said it was a “  regular revival.”  Mr. 
Bradlaugh is going to lecture next month. After 
that I trust the Branch will feel ready for a good, 
vigorous, winter campaign. There is plenty of 
material to work upon. Success is not difficult in 
such a populous city, and the secret of success is 
“  go.” Some of the young men I spoke to in the 
body of the hall, and afterwards at my hotel, should 
supply some of this valuable quality.

G. W . F oote.

THE BATTLE IN SWEDEN.

F r e e t h i n k e r s  in every part of the world will learn 
with sympathy and regret of the sentence of our 
heroic Swedish comrade, Viktor E. Lennstrand to 
six months further imprisonment, three months at 
Stockholm and three months at Malmo, for the 
“  crime ”  of expressing his opinion of Christianity at 
these places. Ho has, we presume, appealed, or at 
any rate judgment is not yet put into execution, ns 
we hear lie is still lecturing, and will continue to do 
so up to the very day of his incarceration. What 
further action English Freethinkers will take in the 
matter it is for them to declare, but certainly the 
prosecution in Sweden and that of Dr. Voolkel in 
Germany show the necessity for a close international 
organisation for common support to those in trouble, 
and common resistance to tho enemy, who is scotched 
but far from killed. W o trust tho Paris congress, to 
which tho Swedes will send a representative, will 
dovoto its earnest attention to this important matter.

A  conference of tho Utilistslca Hamfundet will be 
hold at Stockholm on August 3rd and 4th, and 
moasures will doubtless bo taken to uphold the 
Society against clerical persecution. The Fritdnlcaren 
is by no means suppressed, and will, we trust, bo 
stoutly sustained not only by Swedish, but by all 
»Scandinavian Freethinkers, during the time its 
chief editor is in prison. Public opinion abroad looks 
to England more than English people are sometimes 
apt to think, and wo are, therefore, not sorry to see 
that the expressions of sympathy made at tho 
Conference of tho National Secular Society have been 
translated for the readers of Frit&nltaren. Mr. Foote’s 
recent articlo on “  Providenco and Floods ’ ’ is 
also translated by our indefatigable friend Captain 
Otto Thomson, and high praise is given to Mr. 
Wheeler’s Biographical Dictionary o f Freethinkers. 
Freethought has fairly broken ground in Sweden and

th ou gh  it is ev ident there w ill be  m any a har'd fight 
ere freedom  o f  expression is com p lete ly  ga in ed , yet 

“ Freedom’s battle once begun,
Though baffled oft is ever won.”

Individuals may suffer, but opinions cannot be sup
pressed. The cause is in good hands. Themenwhoare 
upholding it are emphatically of the right stuff. Perse
cution instead of stamping out the movement will 
only spread it, and Sweden will awake from its 
lethargy of pietism and place itself abreast of the 
leading continental nations in the matter of freedom 
of thought.

FOR W ARD  YOUNG W ID O W  RUTH.

I n the Bible, sandwiched between the Book of Judges 
and Samuel, is a short but not uninteresting romance 
in four chapters, which might very well be called 
“  Ruth the Reckless, or the Bold Young Widow of 
Moab.” It would be interesting to know how many 
persons who profess the Christian faith have read this 
story, and further, how this and the Book of Esther 
came to be incorporated in the Holy Bible. Perhaps, 
however, they were included on the principle that 
spicy stories are always acceptable, however remote 
their connection with the other portions of the book. 
The novelist, we know, delights in giving light and 
shade to his work by the introduction of quaint cha
racters that have no necessary connection with the 
story; and the skilful dramatist seldom hesitates to 
delay the action of his play to allow the low comedy 
merchant a chance of giving off a certain number of 
well-worn wheezes for the delectation of the “ gods.” 
But we have to go to the pages of Holy W rit to find 
stories introduced, which have little or no relation to 
that which has gone before, or indeed to what follows, 
and which appear to have been “  preserved ” mainly 
on account of the “  blueish"’ character of their 
contents.

Briefly told, the story of the gay young widow 
Ruth is this. A  famine being in the land, a certain 
man of Bethlehem-Judah, named Elimelech, went to 
sojourn in the country of Moab with his wife and two 
sons. Elimelech soon dies, leaving his wife Naomi 
and two sons to struggle on alone. The sons marry, 
but in a short time they also are smitten down and 
die; and tho mother and her two daughters-in-law 
remain. A  short time after Naomi returns to Judah, 
accompanied by only one of her daughters-in-law—  
in short, Widow Ruth, of Moab.

Desiring to earn her own living this forward young 
widow goes into the fields to glean, meets a wealthy 
cousin named Boaz, and, having successfully repelled 
the advances of somo young mashers, steals slily 
to bed with her cousin, who blesses her for her 
unselfish kindness, and ultimately rewards hor by 
making her his wife. A  very pretty story indeed ! 
Quito a model for Hollyweli Street story-tellers—  
especially if Ruth herself supplied tho “  copy.” And 
this pretty tale is a part of God’s revelation to man. 
No wonder the elder Weller admonished Sam to 
“ beware of widders !” What good lesson does this 
Bible story teach ?

The confessions of Jean Jacques Rousseau reveal 
tho weaknesses and failures of a groat moral reformer 
in his struggles to live a noble ami pure life ; and tho 
story of his failings carries with it many a useful 
lesson. “  Ruth’s Romance,” on the other hand, has 
no moral. What its spiritual meaning may be passes 
my comprehension ; but I dare say some fourth-rate 
divine can toll you what God’s intention was in 
inspiring Ruth to record her youthful peccadilloes. 
Tho same divino might also inform you why God 
considered it wiso to inspire Moses to write the dis
gusting story of Lot and his daughters, or why such 
indecencies as those recorded in the Book of Kings 
are still preserved for the edification of the young of 
both sexes in Christian Sunday-schools. But to the
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ordinary secularrand unsophisticated mind, each thing 
furnishes the strongest possible proof of the human 
origin of the Bible, and the base ideas of human life 
entertained by some of these early writers.

A rthur B. M oss.

MRS. BESAN T’S M ENTAL DEPARTURE.

Mrs. Besaxt’S curiously new departure from Atheism has 
cau-ed considerable perplexity amongst the Freethinkers 
o f this district (Farslev). The stoutn°ssand decisiveness with 
which she has hitherto proclaimed the philosophic soundness 
o f  the principles of Atheism, render the problem of her some
what sudden mental change more difficult of solution. She 
has not merely asserted the validity of Atheism, but, by 
accuracy of logical reasoning assisted by a wealth of 
scientific analogy, she established its claims.

Iler former principle of discussion has been to reason 
from the simple to the complex, from the known to the 
unknown. Does she still adhere to this principle ? Once 
the inevitable conclusion from the teachings of Evolution 
was Atheism. Is such the case now ? If not, ivliy not? 
Does she now see design where she formerly saw adapta
tion ? Does she see intelligence where the Atheist can only 
see unspiteful, unsympathetic natural law ? If yes, by what 
mode of reasoning did she discover it ? Science, which 
knows only the natural, was once her guide. Is this still 
her source of knowledge ? Mmd; she believed, was simply 
a mode of motion absolutely dependent upon a material 
substratum. W hat does she find it now ? Is it a real 
actual entity ? If so, where or how can we verify it ?

Moreover, do the barren dreams of the metaphysician 
still receive her satiric smiles ? In brief, not long ago 
Mrs. Besant wrote a small work on M y Path to Atheism , 
but now justice to her readers requires a plain statement 
on the subject of My Path to Theosophy, which would 
•doubtless be received with respectful eagerness.

J o h n  G r a n g e .

CONVERSION OF A  CATHOLIC PRIEST.

The Rev. Arnold Jerome P. Matthews, for the past two 
years Roman Catholic priest at St. Mary’s, Bath, has addressed 
a letter to his congregation announcing his resignation, and 
the reasons thereof. He says:— “ After long and anxious 
thought and study, I have arrived at the conviction that the 
Jewish and Christian Scriptures, though possessing many 
excellences, are full of legendary and mythological statements, 
and that they possess no claim to, and manifest no evidence 
of, Divine inspiration ; that the Roman Catholic Church has 
no claim to be regarded as a divinely constituted authority ; 
that the Papacy is a human institution, gravely compromised 
to error and superstition, and therefore injurious to the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of mankind; that Jesus Christ, 
though a kolv man and an ardent reformer, was not the great 
'God of the Universe, but the son of Joseph and Mary ; that 
neither demoniacal spirits, nor a place or state of everlasting 
torment have any existence in fact, but originate in ancient 
mythologies.”

With these convictions, which he says he had striven 
against for a long time, Mr. Matthews felt it his duty to 
resign. Wo trust he will soon find a sphere of usefulness. 
He is said to be an excellent preacher and an able contro
versialist, and it is supposed that he will seek a Unitarian 
congregation. We should like to see him enter on a mission 
•for the conversion of his late fellow-Catholics. He knows 
their difficulties and the pernicious effect of priestcraft and 
religious terrors. If ho does not shrink from this high task, 
he may do a greater and more far-reaching work than he can 
ever hope to do in a Unitarian pulpit.

A  W A R N I N G .

Allow me to warn the members of various Branches, of a 
lying spirit, who goes about making untrue statements con
cerning various members of the Balls Pond Branch and their 
unfortunate and unsuccessful attempt to help the Metropolitan 
Free Hospital. The statement of this individual is to the 
effect that we, at Balls Pond, got up a concert which turned 
out quite a success financially, and neglected to hand over 
the proceeds to the Hospital; and that our then secretary, 
Mr. Latimer, absconded wi:h the money. The latest addition

is that he couples my name with two other members of our 
Branch as his authority for the statement. To that I personally 
give the lie direct. I have never stated such a thing to any 
man ; neither is it true in any way, as I have always endea
vored to show. Once I, and one of the others he gives as his 
authority, attended the Hospital Committee with the books, 
but they would not believe either our statement or the books, 
which show beyond dispute the real state of the case. If 
you will publish this it will always be handy to contradict 
this person when he puts in an appearance.

A. Swinney.

R E V I E W , .
Essays Towards a Critical Method. By John M. Robert

son. London : T. Fisher Unwin, 2<3 Paternoster Square ; 
1889 ; pp. v. 287.— The aim of Mr. Robertson’s book is 
expressed in its title. Criticism should not be the haphazard 
judgment of personal likes and dislikes, but the expression 
of methodical and well-reasoned conviction, founded not on 
any passing fad, but on the permanent laws of the human 
mind. He pleads, in short, for “  Science in criticism.”  
This, indeed, is the title of the first, the longest, and the 
most important study in the book. Mr. Robertson, of 
course, uses the historic method, and sets out by stating the 
chief historic phases through which literary criticism has 
passed. He dwells on the influence of the rationalists—  
Lessing in Germany, and Diderot, “  the most German of 
the French, the Atheist successor of the Deists,”  who “ dis
misses all old formulas, and in flashes of insight reaches 
beyond logic to new.”  Mr. Robertson notes the failure of 
our own most reputed critics to exhibit the all round freedom, 
thè eager analysis and the artistic initiative of Diderot and 
Lessing. But he justly remarks :

“ The new generation is abandoning the conventions of its 
predecessor; and already Mr. Greg, Mr Arnold, Mr. Stephen, 
Mr. Harrison, and Mr. Morley, have in theirturn taken “ unpopular”  
courses, and found them, as of old not so unpopular as had been 
supposed. So strong and so general indeed has been the 
interest in the deeper questions of human faith and destiny, 
since the general forward reaction that partly began with Strauss, 
was re-inforced by Alili, and was solidified at once by Spencer, 
by Buckle, and by Darwin,—that pure belle* lettres, or at least 
the simple criticism of bclle.1 lettres no longer receives relatively 
so much consideration as it did in the time of Hazlitt and 
Campbell.”

Mr. Robertson has the training and faculties of the critic, 
and we find no fault with him in that he “  magnifies his 
office.”  The necessity for training and method in criticism 
becomes painfully apparent when we find practical persons 
taking a Theosophic jumble for a new revelation. But the 
habit of continually sitting in judgment is apt to induce a 
dogmatic tone which we incline to resent— at any rate, when 
it comes into collision with our own judgments. Mr. Robert
son’s essays throughout are interspersed with so much of the 
science o f  criticism, so many shrewd bits at persons and 
books passed under review, that we are almost left in the 
position of the man who could not see the wood for the trees. 
The essays which follow his “  Science in Criticism,”  although 
written earlier than that treatise, will unavoidably bo taken 
as applications of Mr. Robertson’s own principles. To those 
on “  Mr. Howell’s Novels ”  and “  The Art of Tennyson,”  
the objection may be taken that, although excellent in their 
way, after all they are only illustrations of that “  belletrist ”  
criticism which Mr. Robertson decries. That on Mandeville’s 
“ Fable of the Bees,” is, to our mind, of a superior order. 
The criticism of the too-little-read Freethinker of last cen
tury shows philosophical insight, ethical judgment, and a fine 
3pirit of discriminate unconventionality. Mr. Robertson, 
indeed, is so distinguished for boldness and breadth of thought 
that his work should commend itself to all Freethinkers 
interested in “  Science in Criticism.”  We have no space to 
dwell on the merits of the work, its shrewdness of observa
tion and felicities of statement, and for the defects we only 
hint that Mr. Robertson might do well to take into more 
consideration the geqeral reader, and simplify his terms and 
shorten his sentences. The book is well got up and reflects 
credit on the publisher as well as on the author.

Old gentleman (asking a few questions)— “  Now, boys, can 
you tell me what commandment Adam broke when he took 
the forbidden fruit ?” Small scholar (like a flash)—“  Please, 
sir, th’ worn’t no commandments then, sir !”  Questioner sits 
corrected.
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A POEM FROM GRUB GULCH.

Appended is the narrative of Noah and the ark,
With the lion and the tiger all a-roaming in the dark,
The polecat and the rattlesnake, hyena, and tliejam b ;
But the sinful little babies did Jehovah drown and damn. 
The angels aided Noah,'* yes they rounded up the boar,
The polar and the grizzly bear, and countless thousands more. 
I can’t enumerate them all, but they drove them, great and 

small,
Up the gang-plank to the steerage where each creature had 

his stall.
The gorilla was unruly and quite difficult to please— 
Looked and acted much like Kearney when he’s “  cussin ” 

the Chinese—
So they put him in the steerage, but the sportive little skunks 
Monopolised the cabin, where they had their choice of bunks. 
The angel with the hornets’ nest stubbed his toe and fell—  
The inmates went exploring round, and Noah shouted “  Hell, 
You haven’t paid your passage ; go aboard some other ark 
But every buzzing insect made a stinging, sharp remark ; 
Insisted on their lawful rights, and wouldn’ t be ignored,
And made themselves familiar with everyone on board.
Mrs. Noah very badly fared, with her abundant muscle,
For scant and thin was her attire and innocent of bustle. 
Beasts, birds, and reptiles, all embarked, then tight was shut 

the door,
The angels pulled the stoppers out and down the waters pour. 
It rained about a foot an hour, a somewhat soaking shower, 
And thus did the Creator manifest his love and power.
The mothers with their babies, as they sought for places 

drier,
Climbed on the roof of village church and clustered round 

the spire.

* See sermon of Rev. Talmage.

But all their struggles were in vain, the water rose still
«- yriliaheiW- - f  f — r  A  /— r

For God had doomed them all to drown; then everlasting 
fire.

The ark was drifted by the tides on top of Ararat,
'It’s occupants then issued forth quite destitute of fat,
For they had been almost a year on very scanty ration;
What they lived on I cannot tell, unless ’twas ventilation. 
And. Captain Noah, when safe ashore, so overjoyed wa3 he,
He planted vines and made red wines, and had a royal spree. 
Now here you have the story as I find it in the book,
Where you may find it also, if you have a mind to look.
And if you don’t believe it you’re forever damned in hades, 
With all those drowned mothers and their wicked little babies. 
Now if I had been Jehovah, the truth I ’ll dare to tell,
I ’d surely drowned the devil, and then closed the gates of 

hell.
I ’d save the coal and sulphur, extinguish all the fire,
Of each damned soul I’d make a saint, with seven-octave lyre. 
Don’t think I’d be quite happy though, on the great whit? 

throne,
If now and then came up from hell an unbeliever’s groan. 

Grub Gulch, Fresno Co. A. W. P oole.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .
Mother— “ Now, Emma, what is the tenth commandment?” 

Emma, aged five—“ The same as it was last Sunday.”
“  My son,” said an Auburn parent, Sunday, “ what was the 

tex t?” “ I dunno, papa,”  was the reply of the four-year-old, 
“  but I guess it was ‘ He that tumbleth himself shall be ex
hausted.’ ”

Mrs. Lot took a baokward look and became a pillar of salt. 
Were that peculiar process of salt making in vogue at the present 
day the market would soon be glutted. No “  Salt Syndicate ’ 
could keep up the prices.

Ready on July 13.

M RS. B E S A N T ’S T H E O S O P H Y .
By G . W .  F O O T E ,

PRICE TWOPENCE. PRICE TWOPENCE.

B I B L E  H E R O E S
By G. W . FOOTE.

F irst Series— (1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (8) Father Abraham, (4) Juggling Jacob, 
(5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s Brethren, (7) Holy Moses, I., (8) Holy Moses, II., 
(9) Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephthah A Co., (12) Professor Samson.

One Penny Each. Bound in Elegant W rapper, One Shilling.
S ec o n d  S e r ie s — (13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint David, I., (10) Saint 

David, II., (17) Sultan Solomon, (18) Poor Job, (i9) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha.
“  Wittily written.”— Truthsccher (New York)

G. W  F O O T E ' S  W O R K S .
P rison er for B la sp h e m y . Cloth 2 G 

A Full History of His Throo Trials and 
Twelve Months’ Imprisonment

Copies in paper covers, soiled... 0 6 
C h ristia n ity  or S ec u la rism . Four 

Nights’ Public Debate with the Rev. Dr.
James McCann

Paper covers ................................  1 0
Bound in Cloth ... ... .. . 1 G

f e t t e r s  to  J esu s C h rist ................. 0 4
y  a s  J esu s In s a n e  P (2nd Edition) 0 1
¿h ©  F o lly  o f  P ra y e r  ...................  0  2
w h a t  W a s  C h rist P ................................0 2
_  A Reply to John Staart M ill; 2nd Edition.
■Royal P au p ers ...   0 2

Showing v. hat Royalty doos for the 
People, and what thp People do- for 
Royalty. (3rd edition)

■the S h ad ow  o f th e  S w o rd . (2nd
E dition )................................................0 2

S ocia lism  S o u n d ?  (cloth) ... 2 0
Pour Nights' Debate with Annie Besant.
Ditto, paper covers ...................  1 0

NEW WORKS BY 6. W. FOOTE.
N O W  R E A D Y . d.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM-3
THE BIBLE GOD .................... 2
DEFENCE OF FREE S P E E C H - 4

I liree hours’ address t i  the Jury 
before Lord Coleridge in the Court 
Of Queen’s Dench ; wit J Special 
Introduc ion and Footnotes.

LECTURES AND ESSAYS.
By ARTHUR B. MOSS.

H a n d s o m e ly  B o u n d , O n e  S h illin g  
a n d  S ix p e n c e .

All Mr. Moss’ s Best Pamphlets, with Biographical 
Sketch.

Rtynolds's says : “  A little volume abounding with 
sensible und rational views and sentiments on 
religions dogmas and contradictions.”

ProgressivePublishi.js: C o.; Watts and C o .; and 
ai! Hr nksellers.

FREETHINKER TRACTS.
1. S a lv a tio n  b y  F a ith  (Ingersoll)
2. D e a th  o f  A d a m  (Nelson)
3. B ib le  B lu n d e r s  (Foote)
4. B ib le  & T e e to ta lism  (VVheelsr) 
o. B ib le  H a r m o n y  (Holy Ghost)
G. T h e  S a fo  Side (Footo)
7. T h e  F a n a tic a l M o n k e y s  (South-

well)
8. P a r so n ’s C reed  and R e a l  T r in ity

Gd, ]>»r Hundred, post free  7 d.

These Tracts are numbered, but the old beading 
“ Freethinker Tracts," has been omitted, so as not 
to frighten people. Number 5 consists of a selection 
from Bible Contradictions The circulation of suah 
leaflets wholesale will be vory bonefioUl to the Free- 
thought Movement, as they are all specially designed 
for the common reader.
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NOW BEADY. NOW BEADY.

D A R W I N  O N  G O D .
B y G. W. FOOTE.

Paper Covers, Sixpence. Superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Deals with the Darwin family from last century, and shows their sceptical tendency. Some fresh details are given 
o f  Darwin’s father, gathered for Mr. Foote by the Rev. Edward Myers, the Unitarian minister of Shrewsbury, the city 
in which Dr. Darwin resided. Darwin’s religious ideas and his sceptical development are traced by means of the Life  
<md Letters. Most of his works are laid under contribution, every passage being extracted which has any bearing on 
the subject, the work being thus a perfect vade mecum  for those who have not the means to buy or the leisure to read 
so  many large and expensive volumes. Mr. Foote also contributes his share to the discussion of how religion is 
«effected by evolution.

NOW READY. (¡¡g* NOW READY. ^

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF FREETHINKERS
OF ALL AGES AND NATIONS.

B y - J~ . HUH. "W  ZEE B  B  A . IE By .
Parts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, in Paper Covers, Sixpence each.

TO BE FOLLOWED BY A  FRESH PART EVERY MONTH.

“ The Dictionary has involved enormonu labor, and the compiler desorves the thanks of the Freethought party. These sixpenny parts 
should he widely subscribed for.”— National Reformer.

«« A. good and useful work, that was much needed, and for the complotion of which we are anxiously waiting.” —  Commonweal.
“  A gigantic task undertaken by our confrere, the sub-eiitor of the London Freethinker. To put on record the thousands of men who 

have been devoted to science and Freethought and have contributed to their development— such is the object of this work, which we 
hope, will be translated into every language. It will be au indispensable book to all who are engaged in propagating and promoting the 
ideas of progress and liberty.” — Le Danton (Paris).

“ The work will be of the greatest value.” —Freethought (San Francisco).
“ We Teceonimend the work of Mr. Wheeler to every one as the best proof how many noble and great men were defenders of our 

cause.” — Ds Dugeraad.
“  This will doubtless be the most extensive and valuable work of the kind ever published.”— Lucifor (D . S. A .)
“  At last we have the long wanted means of silencing those Christians who are continually inquiring for our great men, and asserting

that all great men have been on the side of Chirstianity..........Freethinkers would do well to get this work part by part. ”— Truthseeker
(New  York).

“ A mo«t highly serviceable work and one which should be in the hands of overy Freethinker.”— Freidenkcr (Milwaukee).
“  It is thoroughly impossible to adequately describe the value and excellence of this remarkable work. It is a library in itself, and 

should he in the han Is of everyone who is desirous of knowing how extensively scepticism has prevailed among the leading minds who 
have adorned the literature of all ages and all nations.. . .  We should like to see this work widely circulated on this continent.”—Secular 
Thought (Toronto).

NOW READY.

General Jehu - Id.
Bible Heroes XXI.

The Dying Atheist - - Id.
A Story.

B y  G .  W .  F O O T E .

T O i v c L i i i s r s o i s r ,
W A T C H M A K E R ,

3  T H E B E R T O N  S T R E E T ,
U i’ PEB STREET, ISLINGTON.

CLOCKS, O PTICS, &c 
G O O D  V A L U E  F O R  M O N E Y .

R e p a ir s  o r  E v e r y  D escriptio n .
Vest Work Guaranteed at Moderate Charges.

(Few doors off Upper Street.)

TO SECULAR SOCIETIES.

DO I BLASPHEM E?
B y  COL. INGER50LL.

32 Pages. Twopence.
T I1IITED FAMILIES—Besant, poRted 6Jd.; All- J j  butt,6£d. Darwin's “  Hypocrisy,”  Dawson, 4$d.; 
Irving’s “ Bradlaugh,”  4kl. “  National Reformer,” 
2 id .; “ Freethinker,”  l jd .  Secular, Malthusian, 
Individualist, Socialist Literature. Catalogue $d.— 
Fisher, Koburg, Leeds.

W.  J. S E N D E L L ,
CHEMIST AND DBUflGIST,

25 GT. BATH ST., CLERKENWELL.
LONDON, E.O.

Drugs and Chemicals, Surgical Appliances, 
Patont Medicines, etc,

Particulars o f  a Malthusian discovery sent on receipt 
o f stamped directed envelope.

Order, by Po«t promptly .Trented.

W . J. Rendell
(DECEASED).

I T  O T I C E .
All the Surgical, Hygienic, and Malthusian requisite« 
as supplied by the late Mr. W. J. Ilendeli, can be 
obtained per post of his (30 years) friend ami com
panion. Mr. J. Per.1.1: w h o  assisted him in the inves
tigations which led to the invention of “ The Wife’ s 
Friend. ’ These Malthusian Appliances havo been 
mfldo solely bv J. P ollen, while acting as manager to 
Mr. Kendal! during his illness, and he will continue to 
make utul supply them. Particulars of a Malthusian
discovery sent on receipt of a stamped addressed 
envelopo. Dr. Palfrey's Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine 
Compound, Is. 2d

A diiress—
J . P U L L E N ,

15 C hadwell Street, C lerkenwell,
L ondon, E.C.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foot*, at 28 Stone 
cutter Street, Farringdon Street, Lend on, K.C.

MR. ARTHUR B. MOSS will bo glad to undertake l 
a week’s Lecturing Tour in the Xorth of England 

commencing Saturday, 27th July. All communications I 
to be addressed 44 Ciedon Road, Rotherhithe New 
Hoad, S.E.

\ IT E D D E D  LIFE: A8 IT IS. AND AS IT SHOULD BK 
>Y By Mary Sowdkn. Price Ono Penny.

R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

H  RATIS, an Illustrated 1« page Pamphlet, containing 
vjfT extracts from the utterances of the Archbishop 
o f  Canterbury, the Bishop of Manchester; the ltevs. 
T . R. Mai thus, A. E. Whatham, M. J. Savage, 
Leonard Dawson, — Lawton, II. R. Haweis; the fol
lowing Doctors •—Allbutt, Allinson, Armstrong, 
Drysdale, PyeChavasse, E. B. Foote, Nicholls, Wilder, 
Eaciboraki, Xapheys and Reamy. Also Plato, Aris
totle. Sismendi, Huxley, Mill, and numerous others. 
Should be read by every married and marriageable 
person. Sent on receipt of stamped addressed 
envelope by J. R. Holmes, Ilanncy, Wantage, 
Burke.

I N D I A R U B B E R  S T A M P S .
Best and cheapest in the world. For 
marking linen, or stamping books, 
paper, etc., invaluable. Two letter 
Monogram, Is.; three letter, 2s.; 
name in full, Is. 4d. ; three line 
Address, 2s. fid.; round, oval, or 
square Business Stamp, from 4s. ; 
,Nickcl Silver Pen and Pencil and 
Rubber Stump, 2s. (>d., postage 2d. 

_  extra. Agents wanted. F. Ireion <fc
Co., 92 Urucechurcli Street, London, E.C.

nTA N TO X , the People’ s Dentist, 335 Strand (opt 
O  site Somerset House).—TEE i'IJ on VULCANIT 
2s. (id. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hoi: 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hou 
It you pay more than the above they are fan 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. fid. each; on li 
gold 15s.; stopping, 2s. Ud. ; extraction, I s . ; painlt 
by gas, 5s.


