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THE DEITY'S DINNER: C hops or TuRNirs.
And A M  teas a keeper o f  sheep, but Cain u-as a tiller o f  the ground. And in process o f  time it came to pass, that Cain brought o f  
the fruit o f  the ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought o f  the firstlings oj his flock and o f  the fa t thereof 
Anil the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had ml respect. And Cain was

very wroth and his countenance fell,— G en. IV. 2-5.

THE PRINCE OF PEACE.

Nearly  nineteen centuries ago the Prince of Peace camo 
from everywhere, which is remarkably like nowhere, to 
this wretched God-forsaken planet in order to better its 
condition. After a brief sojourn here he returned to the 
P'ace he came from, and how much the world is really the 
better for his visit let history attest. According to Luke, 
there was a celestial proclamation on the eve of his birth 
to some nameless shepherds in an unknown locality, apprising 
them, and through them the whole of mankind, that hence­
forth there was to be “  peace on earth and goodwill towards 
ßien.” The less said about Christian goodwill the better.

No. 287.]

It means, of course, the same thing as charity; and as 
Hood sang,

Alas for the rarity 
Of Christian charity 
Under the sun.

But leaving goodwill, or charity, which is a very different 
thing from mere almsgiving, let us look at the second 
half of the celestial proclamation. Peace on earth! What 
a joyful sound I But, alas, it is all sound. The world has 
had no peace, or anything like it, since Christianity became 
supreme. Let Christian apologists gush as they will, the 
facts are against them ; facts that are hard as adamant and 
unshakeable as a mountain.

What are the facts ?, In the days of the Pagan emperors 
of Rome, from Augustus to Marcus Aurelius, less than four
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hundred thousand soldiers sufficed to maintain the peace, 
and to repel the encroaches of the outer barbarians; while 
ten millions of money would have been regarded as an 
extraordinary sum to expend on military enterprises. The 
result was that under a grand succession of wise rulers the 
Eoman empire flourished in peace and splendor; and it is 
justly remarked by Gibbon that “  If a man were called to 
fix the period in the history of the world during which the 
condition of the human race was most happy and pros, 
perous, he would without hesitation name that which elapsed 
from the death of Domitian to the accession of Commodus.”  
From that moment, as Lecky observes, “  the decadence of 
the empire was rapid and almost uninterrupted and let it 
also be observed that it was at the very same moment that 
Christianity began to assume “  an important influence in the 
Eoman world.”

The subsequent centuries were full of tyranny and 
spoliation, bloodshed and cruelty. While the Church was 
developing its dogmas and establishing its power, mankind 
was passing through the most calamitous period in history. 
Then came Feudalism, under which the people were 
ground between rival lords, whose sole occupation was 
fighting. Warfare was the chronic condition of society, 
human life was held cheap, assassination was too common 
to be noticed, and the Church itself countenanced the ar­
bitrament of the sword as the last resource in litigation.

During the last two centuries, the Christian nations of 
Europe have been constantly flying at each other’s throats. 
What this means, what it costs, what burdens it imposes 
on the people, and how foolish it is, I  have shown in my 
Shadow o f the Sivord. I  assert that the mere necessity 
for such a pamphlet, nay, even its possibility, is a frightful 
impeachment of the religion of love.

What have we now in Europe ? Millions of soldiers in 
arms, and more millions ready to take the field if necessary. 
Nearly two hundred millions spent on armies and navies, 
and nearly two hundred millions more in the shape of inter­
est on the unpaid cost of previous wars. Nearty five 
millions of men have perished through war during the last 
century. Every adult male in England owes £85 4s. 8d. 
to the national bondholder; that is, he and his future are 
pawned or hypothecated to that amount. During! the pre­
sent century we have paid in interest alone the terrific 
sum of £2,310,735,582. Adding to that sum the cost of 
our army and navy, we have spent nearly six thousand 
millions in eighty-six years ! a sum which would buy up 
the soil of England and restore it to the people for ever, 
and still leave four thousand millions for. other purposes. 
Surely a visitor from a distant planet, on learning these 
facts, would suppose that he had lighted on a race of mad­
men.

Nor have we seen the worst yet. Christian Europe is 
rushing to a great catastrophe. It looks highly probable 
that before long millions of the disciples of the Prince of 
Peace will be manuring the ground with each other’s blood. 
Germany and France are preparing for another struggle, 
Austria and ltussia glare at each other, England is at sixes 
and sevens with nearly everybody, Italy is arming for a 
share in any possible fight, and smaller countries like 
Switzerland and Belgium tremble lest their neutrality 
should be violated and themselves swallowed up. Alto­
gether it is a lively kettle of fish. Who can predict the 
result ? Yet a child can see that such a state of things is 
a queer product of eighteen centuries of the gospel of the 
Prince of Peace. Surely there must be a mistake some­
where. The gospel of Christendom is wonderfully like 
that of the late Mr. Peace, of Sheffield.

And what of the priests of the Prince of Peace ? Cen­
tury after century they educated the children of Christen­
dom, and taught adults from the pulpit. They might have 
chastened the warlike spirit by constant reproof. But, 
instead of this, they have talked of the God of Battles, they 
consecrate the soldier’s colors, regardless of the merits of the 
quarrel into which they may be carried, or the scenes of car­
nage over which they may float; and when two Christian 
nations go to war, the priests of each ask the same God to 
give both sides the victory. Was there ever a greater farce ? 
Yet the farce is also, alas, a frightful tragedy. The Prince 
of Peace came nearly two thousand years ago, and now, 
While there is very little fighting among the heathen, there 
is no peace in Christendom, save a peace in which everv 
aiandoeksjianxiously for the light of battle on the horizon.
r . i , : * a t.-n...... g. w . foote.

i

CANON WIEBEEFOECE ON TIIE TRINITY.

T h e  Eev. Canon Wilberforce, M.A., has just given his 
views of “  The Doctrine of the Holy Trinity ”  in the 
Christian Commonwealth. He points out that the word 
“ Trinity”  is not in the Bible and is not therefore “ of 
Scriptural obligation.”  Neither is it “  obligatory as a 
definition upon the laity at all,” for the reason that it never 
occurs in the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten 
Commandments, or the Church Cathechism. But although 
in obedience to the spirit of the age this concession to 
liberalism in dogmas may be made to prevent Christian 
quarrelling or secession, the word is an “ effective des­
cription of the truth underlying it.” Canon Wilberforce 
evidently adopts the view of Calvin, who, he says, was 
willing that the name “ Trinity” should be buried and 
forgotten if everybody would only believe that Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, each distinguished by a peculiar 
property, are one God. That is, he would be glad to sur­
render a word which is the constant subject of formidable 
attack, and to retain only the dogma which it embodies.

He further thinks that the Trinity does not mean that 
there are three persons “  in the sense in which we use the 
term person ” but only three somethings, which he does 
not stop to define, “  livingly interpenetrating one another.” 
He notes that St. Augustine supports him by warmly re­
pudiating the use of the word “  person.” But Canon 
Wilberforce is defying the creeds and articles which he 
swore to uphold. Whenever he reads the Athanasian 
Creed to a congregation he tells them distinctly that “  there 
is one Person of the Father, another of the Son: and 
another of the Holy Ghost.”  Furthermore the Athanasian 
Creed speaks of “  the whole three Persons ”  as co-eternal 
together, and co-equal; and the Articles of the Church say 
that “  in unity of this Godhead there be three Persons.”  
If Canon Wilberforce believes what he professes, he knows 
that “  without doubt he shall perish everlastingly,”  because 
he has not kept the Faith pure and undefiled ; and he is, 
moreover, liable to prosecution for depraving the Prayer 
Book and teaching heresy. But the Church is in too great 
danger to fire her own guns at heretics within her own 
ranks. Thanks to the progress of the Freethinking spirit, 
dignitaries of the Church enjoy a liberty of utterance 
which would never be theirs in an era of undisturbed 
ecclesiastical dominance.

Canons, however, must not go too far. Having played 
fast and loose with his orthodoxy by maintaining that the 
Sacred Three are not persons in the sense in which the word 
is used, he has to maintain his credit with the orthodox by 
defending the old absurdity by new reasonings and new 
illustrations from modern science.

When we speak of God as a unity Canon Wilberforce 
holds that we must necessarily imply plurality. “  A unit 
is not unity,” he says, and therefore if the Godhead is a 
unity, he must be a plurality, and it is those “  who believe 
in that plurality in unity who are the true Unitarians !”■

“  Consistent, simple, and sublime ” as this doctrine of 
“  Threeness in Unity ”  is to-day, Canon Wilberforce 
acknowledges “  that nothing is much easier than for the 
critical reason with closed spiritual eye to thrust upon it 
any number of difficulties.”  But he holds that to the believer 
the introduction of considerations drawn from arithmetic, 
science and common sense, are, of course, too absurdly 
irrelevant to need reply, except it be in the form of counter­
challengers to the Infidel to explain the puzzles of existence 
and evolution. Nevertheless, it is well, as a pure act of 
grace, to draw confirmation from scientific considerations.

Science, it seems, has been busily making “  Threeness in 
Unity ”  highly probable, and is “  rapidly changing the pro­
bable into the provable.” As an example of the numerous 
illustrations of this threeness in oneness the following in­
stance is given at large by our scientific canon, who credits 
it to the researches of Professor Tyndall, as if it were pre­
viously unknown that three forms of radiant energy were 
given forth by incandescent matter, as in the case of the 
sun or an electric light:—

“  An intensely heated body emits at the same time three rays 
[three kinds of rays the Canon evidently means], producing 
entirely different results, whilst this trinity of rays form such a 
unity as to . be inseparable ! There is first the 1 heat ray,’ 
which is felt but not seen; there is secondly the ‘ light ray,’ 
which is seen but not fe lt ; there is thirdly the ‘ actinic ray,’ 
which is neither felt nor seen, but which is only known by its
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effects, such as its chemical action in the operations of photo­
graphy ; these are all one, all in an inseparable unity, and yet 
not one is the other, and not one can exist except in conjunction 
with the others. Is not this a faint and far off echo in nature of 
the magnificent truth which has harmonised the ‘ Trisagion,’ the 
1 Thrice Iloly ’ of believing millions ?”

The Canon proceeds to show the striking resemblances 
between the three holy somethings and the three chief 
forms of radiant energy.

“ The Father [like heat, is] felt but not seen. 1 No man hath 
seen God at any time.’ The Son, the light ray, 11 am the light 
of the world,’ seen but not felt. . . . The Holy Ghost, neither 
felt nor seen, but known by His effects in conversion, renewal, 
and sanctification; sensitising the heart of man to receive the 
photograph of its God when the Light of the W orld is poured 
into it. Thus even a superficial study of the analogies of nature 
forbids me to allow that ‘ threeness in unity ’ is either absurd or 
unphilosophical.”

Truly it is a “  superficial ” study of science that makes 
such ridiculous comparisons and untenable assertions as 
these. If sound-waves are also produced (as by a hissing 
electric light) as a fourth form of emitted energy, do these 
represent the diabolical influence of Satan and the fourness 
m unity of the Supernatural Power that rules the universe? 
If electrical energy is also given forth, is this equivalent to 
the addition of the Mother of God and Queen of Heaven 
to convert the supreme fourness into a divine fiveness ?

When Canon Wilberforce says that the three “ rays” 
emitted by an intensely heated body are inseparable, and 
that “ not one can exist except in conjunction with the 
others,”  he says that which is false. Before making so 
“  superficial ”  an assertion, he should have inquired of some 
intelligent school-boy who had attended a science class. If 
he had read Tyndall, or any modern writer on the subject, 
he would have seen that a solution of alum permits the 
light to pass freely while it stops the heat rays: that is, it 
separates the “  inseparable ” constituents of this scientific 
trinity in unity. Similarly a solution of iodine in bisulphide 
°f carbon stops the passage of the light while permitting 
the heat rays to pass freely. The perfectly invisible heat 
rays thus separated can be concentrated by a burning-glass 
and made to set objects on fire.

On being heated a body first gives out heat only. At a 
higher temperature our eyes begin to perceive the radiant 
energy as red light. The body, we say, becomes “  red- 
hot.” Orange, yellow, green, blue and violet rays are 
added by degrees as the heat increases, until the body 
becomes white-hot. The higher invisible ultra-violet rays 
of the spectrum— which used to be called the actinic or 
chemical rays, as if no other rays had chemical power— are 
given out with a still further increase of temperature. How 
then are such emanations “  inseparable ” when one of them 
Can be given forth without the other and two of them 
■without the third ? Yet this preacher of Truth has the hardi­
hood to impose on his ignorant hearers by telling them that 
not one of these forms of energy can exist without the other. 
Hut the kind of Truth he dispenses is the Truth as it is in 
God. One might as well claim grand veracity of heart 
and tongue by posing as an advocate of the Truth as it is 
!n Baron Munchausen. If Truth is bound by any restric­
tions but her own,'she has foresworn herself and become an 
impostor.

The forms of energy or modes of motion are moreover 
convertible. When the rapidity of the oscillations of the 
invisible “  actinic ”  ray is lowered by passing it through a 
solution of sulphate of quinine, it becomes visible as light. 
When light is stopped by a black object it becomes heat. 
Are the inseparable Father, Son and Ghost transmutable ? 
Hoes the red-hot Father become the Light of the World 
°n sufficient irritation, or increase of energy ? Is the Son re­
convertible into the Father by suitable means ? Is this the 
bind of multiplicity in unity and identity in variety that is 
to be found in the Godhead ?

Parsons are “ hard up” for illustrations and defences of 
this absurd and impossible doctrine. I remember a clergy­
man at the Charterhouse Schools teaching us boys 
that the Three are One just as a candle and the wick 
and the flame are all one. I can recommend to Canon 
Wilberforce and other recipients of State loaves and fishes 
an old comparison much less recondite and much more to 
tile point— the trinity of £. s. d. Pounds, shillings and 
pence are all money, and are equal in value if the quantity 
°i each is duly regulated.

After all, Canon W ilberforce  thinks that “  actinism ” does 
uot adequately represent the Holy Ghost. Electricity

is the additional form of energy that most “  con­
vincingly ” represents the third person (the he, she, or it) 
of the mysterious Trinity. As an electric current passing 
round a piece of soft iron converts it into a powerful 
magnet upholding a large piece of iron, so the Canon 
hopes that “  a stream of influence from the Holy Spirit 
brought continuously into contact with ” his “  hard iron 
heart shall keep it cleaving to the Lord Christ . . . con­
tinuously counteracting its tendency to fall.” Evidently 
electricity and magnetism ought to be added to the original 
Trinity of the spectrum.

Polytheists, if they sought support from science, might 
thank Christians for the Canon’s illustration of Tritheism, 
for the light which represents one of the persons or non­
persons of his Trinity is again separable into seven colors 
by a glass prism, and of these seven colors three are 
primaries. They might perhaps argue for a Trinity within 
a Trinity ad infinitum, or at least for the sevenness of 
one portion of the divine threeness. Their arguments need 
not be more foolish than the Christian Canon’s, nor their 
statements as untruthful. W . P. BALL.

A C I D  D R O P S .
Miss ALLCARD'was admitted into a Church of England associa­

tion called the “  Sisters of the Poor,” and was graciously allowed 
to make over the greater part of her fortune to the Lady Superior. 
But Miss Allcard has grown tired of the imitation of lloman 
Catholicism and has gone in for the real thing. She now sues 
for her £16,000 back again, alleging that the money was obtained 
by undue pressure and the influence of the rules and system. 
The discipline, it seems, was very elaborate and harsh. The main 
principle was an absolute vow of poverty, chastity and obedience. 
Miss Allcard complains of the tasks and penances she had to 
undergo. She had to wash household linen for twelve or fifteen 
hours a day, while at other times she had to sit in absolute silence 
and idleness for days together. If the lady gets her money 
again, she will most likely only fall a prey to the Catholics whom 
she has joined.

On behalf of the Lady Superior the Solicitor-General pleaded 
that under the circumstances of the vow of poverty and obedience 
Miss Allcard’s gift was perfectly natural and that there was 
nothing in the rules of the convent that was not immediately 
justified either from the Scriptures or from the ancient Fathers. 
This might be effective with a Christian jury, but as a matter of 
fact almost anything from a religious murder to belief in the 
phcenix may be justified from Scripture and the Fathers. The 
Apostles took the disciples money and killed Ananias and Saphira 
for keeping back part of their own money. Sir Charles Russell 
pointed out that the nature of the rules was to absolutely efface 
the will of the individual and force the understanding to com­
pliance with a superior will.

A  Salvation lass at Norwich, emulating the freaks of her fel­
lows, dressed up in male attire in order to obtain access to young 
men she believed were going astray. She was landed in the 
police station.

A nother case of suicide through religion has occurred at Burton 
on Trent. Emily Beardsly hanged herself because she was under 
the impression that she could not be saved. A  Bible was found 
on a table by her side. The jury returned a verdict of “  Suicide 
while in a state of temporary insanity." Her insanity was of the 
kind that is occasioned by Bible reading and chapel going.

E liza H astings, when brought before the llochester How 
Police-court, Westminster, forbeing drunk and riotous, declared 
that all she wanted was “  our dear Lord." Mr. d’Eyncourt evidently 
thought she wished to imbibe her Savior in the shape of sacra­
mental or other wine, and committed her to hard labor for a 
month. How the saints are persecuted.

Mu. Commissioner K err keeps up the fiction of God’s evil 
interference in human affairs. An aged defendant having fainted 
in court while giving evidence, the action was postponed. The 
plaintiff’s solicitor asked for the costs of the day. The Commis­
sioner replied: “  I  will not allow them, as there are such things 
as the ‘ act of God.’ ”  Does Mr. Kerr really attribute all sudden 
disasters and deaths and shipwrecks and fires and accidents to 
the special interference of the deity? If so, he makes him a 
very malignant mischief-making God who acts just as a Devil 
would.

T iie llev. C. B. Knox, vicar of Lower Heeding, near Horsham, 
Sussex, has been trying to introduce ltitualism into his benighted 
village. The congregation looked on with admiration at his 
vestments and genuflexions. The display of candles some thought 
to savor of idolatry, and these seceded. Recently he has taken 
to administer wafers instead of bread in the Holy Communion.
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These so astonished the communicants that several of the ladies 
pocketed the wafers in order to show their friends and relatives. 
This coming to the ears of the vicar, he was highly incensed, 
believing they had taken away the body of the Lord Jesus in 
their pockets. Like the Cardinal Lord Archbishop of Rheims, who 
cursed whosoever stole his ring, Mr. Knox threatened with 
eternal damnation all who did not return every scrap of their 
blessed Savior.

General B ooth, son Herbert, and two of the daughters, had 
a warm time of it at Northampton last Sunday. Their torch­
light procession was broken up by the mob, and the big drum 
was smashed. No personal injuries are reported, however, and 
only one arrest was made.

No doubt it exasperates sensible people to see these fanatics 
playing their capers in the public streets, but it is wrong to 
assault them. There should be freedom for a ll; and if the public 
thoroughfares are misused by religious processions the nuisance 
should be dealt with legally. Mob law is a very bad law, and 
those who practise it to-day may be its victims to-morrow.

Salvation funds appear to be depressed. One of the Army 
barracks in the Euston Road is “  T o be sold— a bargain.”  What 
a desecration ! The place is impregnated with the Holy Ghost, 
and it may be turned into a bacon-and-cheese store ora  Radical 
Club.

A  Merionethshire parson has been demanding his tithes by 
post-cards in red ink— suggestive, we suppose, of the blood of 
the Lam b! One of these missives was received by the executor 
of a lady recently deceased, who answered as follows :— “  I  beg 
to acquaint you that she has gone to a world where there are no 
tithes paid, nor any endowed Church demanding any.”  Good. 
But how does the writer know all this? Has the lady sent him 
an account of her new residence, or is it simply a case of the 
wish being father to the thought ?

T he Rev. H. C. Shuttleworth’s congregation had a Cinderella 
ball at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, on the 22nd inst. Parsons, 
lawyers, actors and actresses, to say nothing of ballet girls, were 
religiously jostled Together. Like his friend Headlam, Mr. 
Shuttleworth is fond of dancing, and it is reported that he gives 
the lads and lasses tuition in the art of tripping the light fantastic 
toe in his own house. Mr. Shuttleworth is “  a good fellow,” but 
his Christianity is a thing of his own making. It has about as 
much relation to the Bible as Mr. Irving has to Saint Paul.

T he Rev. W. Cuff of Shoreditch Tabernacle, asks Tit Bits to 
find a com er for religious bits. Sky-pilot Cuff is wise in his 
generation. He seems ambitious to advertise, and if his religious 
tit-bits are smart enough we will try to find him a corner in our 
Profane Jokes.

W e announced that a depot for Freethought literature was to 
be opened at Sunderland. Unfortunately, the bigots have, with 
their usual artifices, spoiled the project. They are now savage 
that they cannot prevent Mr. Foote’s lectures.

T here is a young curate in Nottingham who is said to have 
promised to marry five young ladies. Everyone agrees that he 
is a very promising preacher.

Under the heading of “ A  Clergyman's Victim,”  the news 
comes from Chicago that Miss Fannie Matthews, who eloped 
with the Rev. C. B. Seals, of East Lynn, 111., has been placed in 
her mother’s care by the Pinkerton detective agency. Seals, 
who was fifty years old, had a wife and family, and was 
highly esteemed as a pastor. He engaged Miss Matthews as an 
amanuensis, and eloped with her.

T he Rhode Island Supreme Court has found the Rev. Mr. 
Goodell guilty in two cases. Deacon Foster gets a divorce, but 
Mrs. Goodell is denied one on account of her own impro­
prieties. Thus after having shown each other to bo without 
honor or virtue, Mr. and Mrs. Goodell must still acknowledge 
each other as husband and wife. There is, however, some 
consolation left this wicked minister. The committee of the 
Methodist church, after spending two days investigating the 
charges, has unanimously acquitted him.

T he Protestant Standard and other jiigious journals are crying 
out for the legal suppression of Divorce Court reports. Was 
there ever a greater piece of hypocrisy ? These very papers cry 
up the Bible, and insist on its being thrust into the hands of 
children, though it contains filth that throws the worst revela­
tions of the Divorce Court into the shade.

How stories develope with age ! Modern Society tells a highly- 
finished story of a man who took Joseph Symes down a peg. 
The original fact was very different. But what does that matter ? 
W ho cares about the truth of a story so long as it tickles, 
especially if it is at the expense of an Atheist ?

A  R oman Catholic widow at Audlem, Cheshire, complains of 
her windows being smashed by Protestant neighbors on account

of her religion. One night a gun was fired into the cottage, and 
on another occasion a stone struck her on the forehead, inflicting 
a serious wound. Christianity is evidently a great source of 
harmony between its professors. They love each other with 
brickbats and rifles as was seen at Belfast.

T he Belfast Riots Commissioners have issued their report. 
The riots at a very early period assumed to a great extent the 
aspect of a determined attack by the Protestant mobs upon the 
police and upon the places of business of Catholics residing in 
Protestant quarters of the town. The police were strictly im­
partial, and if the Protestant mob suffered more severely than 
the Catholics it was owing to the folly of its persistent attacks 
upon the police.

T he Commissioners recommend the issue of truncheons to 
enable the police to deal with these religious riots more readily 
and at an earlier stage than they can with rifles. They trust that 
all classes will be thoroughly ashamed of the disgrace brought on 
the town and will endeavor to terminate the disastrous feuds and 
bitter animosities which led to the calamitous riots. But these 
animosities were primarily Christian animosities. Instead of 
calming feuds religion incites and feeds them. The Commis­
sioners of course say nothing on this point. If they did the 
religious dogs of war would probably be aroused from their en­
forced quietude into active protest once more.

A t the Manchester police-court on Thursday, an elderly man, 
who gave the name of the Rev. James Mulkerns, of Wessington 
Vicarage, Alfreton, Derbyshire, was charged with being drunk 
and incapable. He was fined 21s. and costs.

T iie Rev. W. M. Edwards recently curate at Darfield had a 
stipend of £160 a year and a house, but run into debt to the 
extent of £175 and has had to file a petition in the Bankruptcy 
Court.

W illiam Bowen, who pleaded guilty to charges of stealing 
sundry watches and other articles from various ladies upon whom 
he called, was a member of a Young Men’s Christian Association. 
His card of membership was found on him at the time of his 
arrest.

A t Haverfordwest Assizes, Mr. Justice Wills and a special jury 
were engaged for a long time hearing a case of libel, brought by 
the Rev. J. H. Lewis, curate of St. David’s, against the Rev. 
Garibaldi Thomas, Independent Minister. The libel complained 
of was contained in letters written to a local preacher just after 
the election of 1885, headed “  Is the Church in danger at St. 
David's ?” in which the plaintiff was charged with neglecting his 
duty to an aged parishioner, and, furthermore, with having 
“  grossly misinformed ”  his vicar as to the facts of the case. The 
Church of England curate will hardly be satisfied with the 
verdict which gave damages to the amount of one shilling.

It appears from the Catholic Directory for 1887, that within 
the past year the number of Romish priests in England rose from 
2,256 to 2,273. Places of worship have increased from 1269 to 1280, 
and in Scotland from 326 to 333. The Catholics look upon the 
conversion of England as sure though slow.

Some enthusiastic Christians are proposing that the churches 
should commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee by throwing open all 
the seats. But the vicars know better. Catch them giving up 
their pew-rents. Modern servants of Christ know the value of 
money too well. But they wouldn’t object to receiving cash 
down to build themselves a meeting-place or to augment their 
salaries. Acquiring wealth, not giving it up, is the clerical 
method of showing loyalty.

One Sunday afternoon, Mr. Jeakes, rector of Hornsey, was 
addressing his Sunday-school. After the address, he said, “  Now, 
boys, I wish you all a happy New Year, and hope you will be 
better boys this year than you were last." “  Same to you, sir," 
was the immediate response from different parts of the school.

A t a Y.M.C.A. meeting the other night one of our great 
merchants was addressing the “  dear young men.”  “ Ah,” mut­
tered one of the Christian young men, “ he doesn’t say 1 dear ’ 
young man when I  ask for an increase of salary.”

A  Methodist clergyman of Chicago has prepared an Index 
Lihrorum Prohihitorum which he submitted to a council composed 
of his fellow-ministers. The Index includes, among others, the 
works of Dickens, Voltaire, lidnan, Holmes, George Eliot, 
Arnold, and Theodore Parker. The writings of these authors 
have, according to the reverend censor, been injurious to the 
minds of their readers, and it is likely that, if he possessed the 
power, he would have them publicly burnt after the manner of 
the Inquisition and of John Calvin.

A  Christian woman in North-West Dakota, whose favorite 
phrase was “  The Lord is my shepherd ”  etc., was recently lost 
n a snowstorm and devoured by wolves.— Truthsecker.
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S P E C I A L  N O T I C E .

MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, Jan. 30, Secular Hall, G1 New Church Road, Camberwell 

Road, S.E. ; at 7, on “ Where is God ?”

FEB. 6, Sunderland; 13, Milton Hall, London ; 20, Plymouth ; 
27, Huddersfield ;

MARCH 6, Cardiff; 20, Hall of Science, London; 27, Hall of 
Science, London.

APRIL 10, Birmingham.

TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

L iterary communications to he addressed to the Editor, 14 Clerken- 
well Green, London, E.C. All business communications to Mr. R. 
Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post free 
to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at the follow­
ing rates, prepaid:—One Year, 6s. 6d .; Half Year, 3s. 3d.; Three 
Months, Is. 7|d.

Scale of Advertisements ¡—Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch. 3s. ; 
Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for repetitions.

Received with  Thanks.—J. Langford, Argus.
W. Cabell.—Sorry we misread Freethought for Free Love, but it 

does not alter our point. Malthusians do not, to our knowledge, 
advocate the abolition of marriage. They merely say that married 
people should not have too many children. We are aware of the 
matter you refer to concerning Melchizedek, but we had no room 
to introduce it.

J. Lestek (Danesmoor) writes that only one copy of the Freethinker 
came into his village twelve months ago, but he induced a news­
agent to supply it, and now twelve copies are sold every week. 
The result is, a few miners have formed a Branch of the N. S. S., 
and Mrs. Besant is to deliver their first course of lectures. Well 
done I

J. Creswell, Market Hall and Bridge Street, Clay Cross, supplies 
this paper and all Secular literature.

J• Davidson.—The Bible for Young People, by Oort and Hoorykass, 
is published in six volumes, by Williams and Norgate, at 31s. 
Chambers's Encyclopcedia is a good work, but you would do well to 
consult special encylopmdias or special dictionaries for special 
subjects.

J. W.—If Paul wished to condemn polygamy he had plenty of oppor­
tunities for doing so. We do not agree with your interpretation 
of the verse in Timothy, nor do we see how Paul can be held up as 
a champion of monogomy on the strength of a disputed moaning 
of an incidental reference to the subject of marriage. How do 
you know that St. Paul had not somo special reason of his own 
for ordering bishops one wife ? Paul plainly states elsewhero that 
celibacy is preferable to marriage, and it is quite possible that his 
allowance of one wife to a bishop was a concession to the weak­
ness of prelatical flesh. More than one wife, however, would have 
diverted the bishop from his religious duties, and therefore Paul 
would not allow him the ordinary indulgence of polygamy. As to 
the “  humanity of Christ,” we dare say there was a man called 
Joshua, the son of a carpenter or somebody else, but the matter is 
of tho most trifling importance. Besides, Christians have been so 
active in constructing a supernatural story that they have oblit­
erated tho biography of Jesus, which is now irrecoverable.

J. Andrew.—Wo liavo somo interest in the subject, but have no 
time to give it special attention.

'T. Edwards.—An index for last year’s Progress can be obtained 
from Mr. Forder ; price Id.

G. Jeffery.—Hardly up to the mark. There were somo better verses 
on tho same subject in one of our special numbers.

George Smith, a Salvation soldier, sends us an ill-spelt scrawl, 
telling us that he is saved himself and is praying hard for our 
salvation. Peg away, George Smith, peg away.

R. N. (Stoke on Trent).—Of course matters will not bo minced in 
the Debate. Mrs. Besant is very much in earnest, and so is Mr. 
Foote.

W. J. Ford.—Many thanks, but we had already written an article 
on the subject.

A. H. H.—The passage “ I 'also will laugh at your calamity ; I will 
mock when your fear cometh,” occurs Proverbs i. 26.

W. Schweizek.—Your batches of cuttings are of much service to 
us. Many thanks.

A. Southfield (Battersea).—It could not be helped. Mr. Foote 
has paid all the expenses, and promised the Branch a free lecture 
in March.

Papers Received.—Lucifer—Oldham Evoning Express—Chat— 
Sunderland Echo—Truthsoeker—Eastern Evoning News—Great 
Thoughts—South Wales Daily News—Blarnoy—Boston Chronicle 
—Glasgow Citizen—South Wales Echo—Ironclad Ago—Leeds 
Mercury—Boston Investigator—Staffordshire Sentinel—Liberator 
—Sunderland Echo.

T he following appeared in the Correspondence column of last 
week’s National Reformer: “ W e shall publish a descriptive 
account of the debate between Mrs. Besant and Mr. Foote. We 
intended to publish, as usual, a verbatim report ; but Mr. 
Foote refuses to allow this, on the ground that it will inter­
fere with the sale of the report by the disputants.” Mr. 
Foote has written the following letter to the editors of the 
N. R, ;— •> To the E ditors of the ‘ National R eformer.’—  
Your reference to the Report of the Debate between myself 
and Mrs. Besant is, to say the least, misleading. Without going 
into all the details I  must ask you to let me inform your readers 
that I  have had no correspondence or négociation with you on

the subject, and therefore I  cannot have ‘ refused ’ you anything 
I  have necessarily had some business conferences with Mrs 
Besant as to the publication of our Debate, but they were of 
course of a private nature. Since, however, she has obviously 
confused Mrs. Besant the Debater with Mrs. Besant the joint- 
editor of the N. R., and the matter has therefore become public, 
I  am obliged to say that I  gave more than one reason for 
objecting to the Report appearing in instalments in the N. R. 
Besides, it is fair to state that I was to pay half the cost of the 
Report, which I  was to have half the use of when the N. R. had 
done with it. W hy also do you say that you “  intended to pub­
lish as usual *”  Whenever have you published a verbatim report 
of any debate of mine ? And is it usual for debaters to pay for 
the shorthand notes that are used by newspaper proprietors ?—  
Yours obediently, G. W . F oote. 14 Clerkenwell Green, E.C., 
Jan. 21, 1887.”

SUGAR PLUMS,
N ext Wednesday evening the debate on Socialism between 

Mrs. Besant and Mr. Foote will begin at the London Hall of 
Science. According to the metropolitan and the provincial 
press the debate is looked forward to with great interest. There 
is sure to be an exceptionally large attendance, and those who 
desire course tickets to admit by private entrance to the re­
served seats should lose no time in obtaining them, as none will 
be sold at the doors. ___

M r. F oote had large audiences at Liverpool last Sunday. 
Every inch of room was occupied in the evening, and several 
persons were turned away. There was a good collection for the 
Freethinkers’ Benevolent Fund.

Bible Heroes, Mr. Foote’s new work, will be issued in monthly 
instalments of two numbers on the 1st of each month instead of 
the 15th. Mr. Adam and Captain Noah are now on sale. Numbers 
III. and IY. will be published on March 1. The work is being 
printed with brand-new type on special paper, so as to make it a 
handsome volume when bound up. It may be added that Bible 
Heroes does not repeat any of the matter in Bible Romances. The 
latter work was written with an eye to the former, and all the 
biographical facts and legends were carefully left apart for the 
companion volume. Bible Heroes will be followed by Bible 
Women.

T he February number of Progress will contain the first instal­
ment of “  Sarpalus of Mardon,” an hitherto unpublished sketch, 
by the late James Thomson, and “  Some Unpublished Remains 
of Samuel Butler,”  which prove conclusively that the author of 
“  Iludibras ”  was a Freethinker. Mr. Foote reviews Mr. Cotter 
Morison’s remarkable new book on The Service o f  Man.

I n a letter to the Boston Investigator, James Parton, the author 
of the L ife o f Voltaire, points out that Thomas Paine originated 
the very idea of having a Constitution of the United States, as 
well as suggested the Convention of the People that formed it 
in the year 1787. He did these two important things in Common 
Sense, which was published in February, 1776, eleven years before 
the Convention assembled. When the war was nearly over, he 
renewed the suggestion in his pamphlet entitled Public Good, 
written in 1780. See Common Sense, near the end, the paragraph 
on a “  Continental Conference.” See in Public Good the last 
two paragraphs. Mr. Bancroft concedes the priority of sugges­
tion to Paine. See Bancroft's History o f  the Constitution o f  the 
United States, vol, i., p. 13. During the year 1887 the formation 
of tho Constitution will be celebrated everywhere. At how 
many of these festivals will the name o f Thomas Paine be 
mentioned ?

W e are glad to see that the London Branches of the N. S. S. 
are arranging, through the Executive, for quarterly social parties. 
The first will be held at the Hall of Science on Thursday, March 
3. Tickets will be 4d. each, and will only be sold to members of 
the N. S. S. Any balance will be handed to the Propagandist 
Fund. Tickets can be obtained of any of the Branch secretaries 
or of Mr. Forder.

T he South Wales Daily Neivs, in a descriptive leader on Mrs. 
Besant, dealing more with her dress than with the subject of her 
lectures, says : “  There must be a great many people in Cardiff if a 
census of the Queen’s Lecture Hall be taken as a guide.” W o 
trust the Cardiff Freethinkers will follow up their success and 
keep a united front in presence of the strong bigotry which 
surrounds them. ____

A  Christian journal called Great Thoughts gives a portrait of 
Darwin and a description of his work and teachings by the Rev. 
R. A. Armstrong. “  Five-and-twenty years ago,” says this 
clergyman, “  the great theory which Darwin afterwards adopted 
was the subject of universal ridicule.” But “ those five-and- 
twenty years have glided by, and the Darwinian theory rests on 
a body of evidence so vast and so minute that no serious attempt 
at its refutation is any longer possible.”  Religion was of course 
foremost in resisting the new truth. Our Darwinian minister
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thus describes the “ incredulous amazement”  and “ storms of 
protestation ” that met the introduction of Darwin’s book s: 
“ The revolution was so tremendous. The thing men were 
invited to believe was so astounding— to some minds, indeed, so 
horrific. Human nature seemed to have lost its moorings, or 
was rudderless on the surging sea of thought. All the accepted 
relations of society, the universe, and God, seemed to be upset. 
Religion, sacred aspiration, the hopes of thousands of years, the 
outcome of experiences hallowed by sufferings and martyrdoms, 
the Divine will-force exerted in the marvellous progression of 
the great universe, were all at stake. And so, passionate and 
dark, the tempest burst, and the new teaching was held up to 
universal execration."

Of course, as Science has won the battle, the educated clergy 
now contrive to reconcile Darwin and Genesis by quietly aban­
doning the latter. The Rev. R . A . Armstrong concludes that 
“  the Theist may safely accept evolution with Divine control.” 
He holds that there is a break in evolution by the introduction 
of a soul into Adam when God breathed the breath of life into 
his nostrils. Such a policy is a sign of defeat, a token of a sub­
mission which would be impossible if religion still had power to 
burn and Blay the teachers of truth.

T he veteran Boston Investigator has a capital paper by Mr. J. E. 
Remsburg on “ The Fathers of Our Republic.” Mr. Remsburg 
advances proof that Washington, Jefferson and Franklin, like 
Thomas Paine, were Deists, believing in God but rejecting the 
fundamental dogmas of Christianity.

In the following significant passage we have J efferson’s opinion 
of the Christian religion as a whole : “  I have recently been 
examining all the known superstitions of the world, and do not 
find in our particular superstition [Christianity] one redeeming 
feature. They are all alike, founded upon fables and mythologies.”  
(Letter to Dr. W oods).

A  recent traveller in Palestine says the holy city, J erusalcm, 
is a dirty, one-horse little town, with the streets narrow, crooked, 
and some quite steep, and much infested by touts, beggars and 
fleas. As for the Holy Land, if it ever flowed with milk and 
honey, it must have undergone some strange geological catas­
trophe since. The writer says he cannot understand how any 
pilgrim acquainted with civilisation can visit the Holy Land and 
come away without having his respect and reverence for historical 
and doctrinal Christianity very much shaken, if not absolutely 
shattered.

D r. M onroe in his Ironclad Age always speaks to the point. 
Speaking of Christian praise and prayer the Doctor says: “  T o ­
day the food of deity is adulation. Formerly omniscience was 
kept from mischief by ascending savors. Only think of pump­
ing air into the ears of the almighty from the lungs of a 
shouting Methodist or with the bellows of a church organ! 
The superstition that feeds deity with wind through the ears can 
boast but little over that which feeds him with smoke through 
the nostrils.”

T he Southport Guardian prints a long letter from “  Observer,’ ’ 
who oppugns the inspiration of the Bible and the dogmas of 
Christianity in the most thorough-going fashion. Evidently the 
press is beginning to see that Freethought must have some 
attention.

T he Shelley Society intends shortly to issue a facsimile re­
print of the poet’s pamphlet on “ The Necessity of Atheism.” 
It will be edited by Dr. Thomas J. Wise.

A  new book entitled Outlines o f  Jewish History from  B.C. 586 
to c.e. 1885,” published by Longman’s, says : “  Of Jesus him­
self very little that is trustworthy is known ; Christianity as a 
new religion in opposition to Judaism, was founded by Paul of 
Tarsus.”  The doctrine of the Trinity is treated as “  a welcome 
thinning of Olympus.”  The authoress, Mrs. Magnus, is of course, 
a Jewess, but this does not detract from the value of the work.

N oticing Tennyson’s Promise o f  May, the villain of which is 
depicted as an Atheist, the Literary World says : “  Men’s views 
on religion do undoubtedly influence their deeds; but unfor­
tunately the strictest orthodoxy has not t r  n found inconsistent 
with great laxity of morals where the passions have been strong, 
while, on the other hand, men who have been as little under 
religious influences as the late Mr. John Stuart Mill have been 
of unimpeachable character in all the relations of life. W e do 
not suppose the Laureate really intended us to presume that 
immorality of the kind Philip Edgar practised necessarily or 
usually follows on the abandonment of traditional beliefs ; but, 
if the public thought he so intended, it was sufficient to create a 
prejudice against his drama. For, as a fact, there are few in this 
age who can say honestly that they have no doubts whatever on 
any of the matters comprised in what passes, or a short time ago 
did pass, as orthodox Christianity, and therefore a suggestion of 
a connection between unorthodoxy and immorality could not 
but be distasteful to the majority.”

ON EVIDENCE IN GENERAL AND CHRISTIAN 
EVIDENCE IN PARTICULAR.

ACCUSTOMED as we are in the present age to following the 
demonstrations of science and reading the requirements of 
legal evidence in the reports of public trials, few except 
those acquainted with old literature have any conception of 
how much more easily satisfied our forefathers were in the 
matter of evidence than ourselves. In the Middle Ages, 
especially when triumphant Christianity had stamped out, 
as far as possible, all pagan doubt, and encouraged a spirit 
of abject credulity, arguments which now would not pass 
muster with a boy of ten, were gravely advanced by the 
most learned men. Tales of miracles abounded. Even at 
the Renaissance, Poggio Bracciolini, apostolical secretary 
to three popes, a man of sceptical spirit, and a great restorer 
of heathen learning, records the most wondrous prodigies 
upon the report of some monk. Legends and conjectures 
had a large place in history. Our own Holinshed, as late 
as 1577, opened his Chronicles with a speculation on the 
state of England “  before the floud,” proceeding to tell us 
that “  Noe being the only monark of al the world, allotted 
Britain among the other iles of Europe to Japhet.” Even 
the common-sense philosopher Locke, towards the begin­
ning of last century, argued with Filmer from the supposed 
covenant of Noah with his sons 1

Even at the present time, when nearly every mind has 
had some slight training with logic and familiarity with the 
nature of evidence, we find that the mass of beliefs are held 
not according to evidence at all, but simply upon authority 
or as the believer’s previous habits of thought have led 
him to regard a thing as probable or the contrary. Ask 
an ordinary Christian why he believes that Jesus was born 
of a virgin, and he will probably give some most far-fetched 
argument or utterly irrelevant reply.

The truth is that the Christians accept their religion upon 
grounds which they would repudiate in regard to any other 
matter. Tell an orthodox Christian that Joseph Smith, the 
founder of Mormonism, was born of a virgin, and that he 
came to life again and ascended publicly to heaven after he 
had been shot, and he will laugh at your credulity. Add 
that these miracles are certified in books the earliest of 
which was written forty years after Joseph Smith’s death, 
and he will be astounded at your conception of the nature 
of evidence.

Now in regard to the Gospels, what evidence is there 
of any original witnesses capable of judging of what they 
tell ? In the case of the birth from a virgin evidently none. 
W e have not even the recorded words of Mary, who is 
indeed made to allude to Joseph as the father of Jesus.* 
Nor is there anything which a court of law would consider 
evidence in the case of the other alleged miracles. It is 
clear that neither Mark nor Luke profess to have been pre­
sent at the events which they narrate. The Gospel accord­
ing to Matthew is evidently a compilation. W e have only 
a Greek version which is not a translation, whereas Mat­
thew is said by all the earliest fathers to have written in 
Hebrew. The Gospel according to St. John is entirely out 
of court, as there is not the slightest evidence of any por­
tion being in existence within one hundred years of the 
death of Jesus.

In the case of the Old Testament miracles the evidence 
is, if possible, worse. There is nothing whatever to show 
that the prodigies in the books of Moses were known 
until at earliest some seven or eight hundred years after 
his death.

The old school of evidence writers appears to a modern 
to be beating the air. The great point was the honesty of 
witnesses. The apostles were good men, and good men 
would not deceive. Apart from the imperfect knowledge 
of human nature here displayed—for no man is wholly good 
or wholly bad— the question as to any witness of any fact 
is not simply one of honesty but one of competency. The 
proposition ought to have stood, “  good men could not be 
deceived.” It is however, after all our training in habits 
of exactitude, the unfortunate experience of every judge, 
that out of any number of men willing to tell the truth, a 
very small proportion indeed can do so with exactness 
without letting their preconceived opinions manifestly in­
fluence their story. Of the competency of witnesses 
there is every degree, from the judicial impartiality of a

* “ Behold thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.”—Luke ii. 
48.
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Sir James Fitzjames Stephen to the open-mouthed credu­
lity of a Dr. Rugg, who believes that Englishmen are 
descended from Jews, and that Colonel Ingersoll has been 
converted to this belief!

Paley showed an advance in his proposition that the 
original witnesses of miracles underwent labors, dangers, 
and sufferings in attestation of their truth. But instead of 
addressing himself to the task of proving this, he occupies 
his pages with wholly irrelevant matter. The simple fact 
is that nothing whatever is known of any single original 
witness of Christianity. The lying Romish legends of the 
apostles even Paley dared not venture to produce, while of 
the early Christian martyrs who were put to death for 
sedition, or other crimes in the eyes of the Roman law, 
there is no proof that one of them was ever examined on 
the evidences of his belief. Christianity came to Rome on 
a wave of credulity, and neither those who offered or those 
who accepted it ever thought of questioning its miracles or 
relying upon evidences.”

J. M. W h e e l e r .

B I B L E  R E A D I N G .

S C E N E  I.
“  Ma ,”  inquired ten-year-old Flossie, “  wasn’t David a good 
man ?”

“  Yes, my dear, the best of men— the 1 man after God’s own 
heart.’ ”

“  But the Bible says he danced with all his might. But you 
won’t let me dance."

“  No, it’s not right for you to dance ; but David danced before 
the Lord, to please him.”— 2 Sam. vi., 14.

“  But, ma, does the Lord dance, that he was pleased to see 
David dance?"

“  Oh, no, my child. Please don’t ask me any more questions.” 
Flossie pursues her reading, then suddenly raises her head, 

with—
“  Ma, what does concubine mean?”
[Hesitatingly.] “  A  woman, my child.”
“  Yes, I  know that. But what is it all about— Absolom and 

his ten concubines ? I  can't understand.”
“  Oh, I  can’t stop to explain it now, child. Don’t ask so many 

questions.”
“  W hy, you always told me to ask, so I  might understand what 

I  read, you said.”
Flossie reads o n ; horror-struck, exclaims :
“  Ma, did David have more than one wife.”
“  Yes, my dear ; several."
“  Why, it says he took him more concubines and w ives-------”
“  Come, Flossie, won’t you go and seo if your father is 

coming ? There’s a good girl.”
“  Let me finish this chapter first. Is a concubine a wife, ma ?’ ’ 
Mother rises, takes the Bible out of Flossie’s hand and lays it 

on a high shelf.
“  Now, my love, run out and pick up those pears under the 

trees in the garden; you’ll get a whole basket full.”
Flossio slowly leaves the room, half sobbing, and muttering:
“  Ma won’t let me read the Bible after she asked me to, nor 

answer my questions when she told me to ask them, when I  didn’t 
understand. In Sunday-school I  learned about David, and 
teacher said it was a beautiful story, and I  must read it in the 
Bible when I grow older. But I  can seo, for some reason, ma 
don’t want me to read it. But I ’ll get the Bible and read it when 
she don’t know it, and guess at the meaning" (clapping her 
hands).

SCENE IL
Enter father. Mother, with clouded brow, says :
“ I  don’t know about setting children to read the Bible. I  

have just been forced to send Flossie out into the garden to get 
rid of her questions about David and his wives and concubines. 
The child is beginning to understand what she reads. It is all 
well enough in Sunday-school, where only select portions are 
given for their instruction. She was at the first so fascinated 
with David killing Goliath with his sling as to sit all the after­
noon and hunt out everything where David’s name was men­
tioned, and I  had to actually take the book from her by force 
and put it beyond her reach in order to stop her reading and 
questions. What shall I  do with her ?”

“  Well, it all comes from sending her to Sunday-school. I  
never did approve of it, you know.”

“  But it would have been all well enough, if the teacher had 
not set her to reading the Bible.”

“  Being a woman, I  suppose she had no idea what a mass of 
filth it was. Probably she never read it through in her life.”

“  I  presume not. I ’m sure I never did. I knew the outlines 
of the life of David, but I had not the least idea that it was such 
a mass of corruption and crime, until that child began to call 
attention to it through those pointed questions. What shall I 
do with her ? She makes her application too quick for a child 
of her age.”

“ All children do. Keep her out of the Sunday-school and 
from reading the Bible for a few years, and then she will be old

enough to read and understand it as she does Munohausen. If 
we attend well to her morals, I  think she will be able to wade 
through Bible obscenity and come through unscathed. Let us 
dismiss the subject. I ’m tired and hungry, and want my supper. 
I ’ll call Flossie.” E lla E. Gibson.

REVIEW.
God and his Book. By Saladin . London : W. Stewart and Co., 

41 Farringdon Street.—I have paused before reviewing this book, 
unwilling to condemn a work written in the interest of Freethought 
yet unable to commond what is so little likely to serve that purpose’ 
It needs some ingenuity in the present day to compile a bad attack’ 
upon orthodoxy. So many are the errors of the Bible and so much 
has criticism done to expose them, that one who can make a plain 
statement of facts and an appeal to common sense can scarcely go 
wrong. But the too facile pen of Saladin has been equal to the 
effort, and he has produced a volume of considerable size, in which 
the good points are so covered up by dashing, slashing and splashing, 
that a sober inquirer must be tempted rather to put it aside as the 
writing of a man with a bee in his bonnet than as a serious , assault 
on the Christian faith. Saladin says :

“  To those who can pierce through the outward seeming to the inner 
soul, I write for tho vindication, not for the destruction of Gon. 
Behind the veil there stands, the awful Eidolon, the Plaroma filling 
more than conceivable Space, dispensing with the conditions of Form, 
and obtruding beyond the upper and nethor ring of Eternity.”

I do not pretend to pierce to the inner soul. Perhaps if I 
could I might perceive how a long diatribe on Thames water and 
its animalculse is a vindication of God. To outward seeming, I 
fear, Saladin and his book must seem impertinent.. The writer is 
always obtruding his own personality. “  I personally, 0  Lord, have 
never had much to thank you for. . . . You blighted all my young 
life with a lofty nature and a paltry doom,” etc., etc. The pages 
are, moreover, padded out with cuttings from newspaper paragraphs 
and scraps from all sorts of sources, with little regard to thoir 
relative value, threatening, like the Pleroma, to fill more than con­
ceivable Space, and emulating that “ awful Eidolon ” in “ dispensing 
with the conditions of Form.” All this may be tolerable in a weekly 
journal, but it is out of place when reprinted in a work intended for 
a permanent place in a library. Nor are the few references given 
of much use to the student. What is the good of “  Vide Coni. 
Agrippa,” when the collective works of tho old astrologer and sceptic 
extend to over two thousand pages 1

The besetting fault of the book is that of so many orthodox publi­
cations. Wo are treated to rhetoric instead of argument. Saladin 
would have us believe that the legend of Eden was taken, not from 
the Chaldeans, with whom tho Jews aro known to have had inter­
course, but from the Hindus, about whom no such allegation can 
safely be made. Instead of giving us reasons for his belief, with 
some evidence for the date of the Hindu story and some suggestion 
as to how it came to be incorporated among Hebrew legends, he 
treats us to such “  high falutin ” as this :

“  From what mino was the gold dug; what hands fashioned the 
original vase ? Ask India’s awful Temples, hewn into tho rock, as if 
by Titans, and which aro shrouded in tho dim mists of tho world’s 
morning, where history gives no echo, and where oven legend is 
dumb. Ask the manes and tho ashes of tho peoplo of Bharata- 
Varsha, whoso star-oyed Philosophy tried to peer through tho bars of 
tho portcullis of Being, and whoso Poetry wafted tho soul of tho 
Ayrian [sic] to tho sublimity which is God, somo 2,000 yoars beforo 
Josus Christ was invented.”
This sort of thing may be Poetry, and of tho kind which wafted 
Aryan souls to the sublimity which is God, but I fail to seo what 
practical servico it can render to tho Freothought cause.

J. M. W.

L ord Shaftesbury used to tell the following story. Ho was 
sitting one day as chairman of tho Lunacy Commission when 
the alleged insanity of a lady was under discussion, and ho took 
a view of the case adverse to that of his colleagues. One of the 
medical men who was there to give evidence crept up to his 
chair, and said in a confidential tone, “  Are you aware, my lord, 
that she subscribes to the Society for the Conversion of the 
Jew s?” “ Indeed!” replied Lord Shaftesbury, “ and are you 
aware that I am president of that society ?”  Lord Shaftesbury 
of course thought the story told against the medical man. We 
think that the professional opinion of the matter told quite as 
much, to say the least of it, against Lord Shafterbury’s religious 
cranks.

T almage speaks of “  God our Mother ” as having been teach­
ing Christians for thirty and sixty years, “  one word of one 
syllable, and we do not know it yet—f-a-i-t-h, faith." What a 
bungling teacher God must be. He— or rather she, if Talmage’s 
phrase is correct— needs a Board School examiner over her 
who will see that she does her work efficiently or is dismissed in 
favor of a more competent instructor. The correction in gender 
will better enable us to understand God’s relationship to her sou. 
God the son of God the Mother is more intelligible than God 
the motherless son of a bachelor Father. On the orthodox theory, 
of course, God the Son was motherless from all eternity until tho 
year 1, when he finally selected the Virgin Mary as his maternal 
progenitor. Couldn’t God our Father let us all choose our 
mothers beforehand ? W hy should the miraculous privilege 
have been reserved for Jesus alone?
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PR0FANE_ JOKES.
“ F a t h e r ,"  said an observing son to his 

venerated siro, “  you must stop praying or 
stop swearing—I don’t care which I”

A t  the production of “  The Lady of Lyons ” 
at the Salt Lake City Theatre, an aged Mor­
mon arose, and went out with his twenty-four 
wives, angrily stating that he wouldn’t sit and 
see a play where a man made such a cussed 
fuss over one woman.

Two little boys wore talking together 
about a lesson they had been receiving from 
their grandmother on tho subject of Elijah’s 
going to heaven in a chariot of fire. “  I say, 
Charley,” said George, “  but would you not be 
afraid to ride on such a chariot?” “ Why 
no,” replied Charley, “  I should not be afraid 
if I knew that the Lord was driving 1 ”

L it t l e  four-year-old had heard in Sunday- 
school, for the first time, of the omniprosonce 
of Deity, and, like many an older head was 
puzzled. “ But, mamma,” queried she, won- 
deringly, “  is he everywhere ? Is ho in this 
room? “ Yes, my child, God is everywhere, 
even in this room,” answered the mothor. 
The little one’s face assumed its company ex­
pression as she smilingly said, “  Take a seat 
God 1” She wanted him to feel at homo.

His papa was a clergyman who strictly en­
forced the rule that the young scion should 
attend Sunday service despite his tender years. 
Imagine the feelings of this dominie parent, 
when, pausing at his study door, he discov­
ered the young man in the act of expelling a 
largo bumblebee, waving his small arms fran­
tically in the air and crying,—“  Sh-h 1 sh-h 1 
Get out of here ! Get out, I tell you, or papa’ll 
preach you to death 1”

A PUBLIC DEBATE
ON

IS SOCIALISM 
SOUND ?

BETWEEN

M r s . A n n i e  B e s a n t

M r . G.  W .  F o o t e ,
W ILL TAKE PLACE AT THE

HALL OF SCIENCE, Old Street, E.C.,
OK

Wednesday Evenings, Feb. 2,9, 16 23,
Admission, Is., Gd., and 3d.

Courso Tickets (to admit to Front Seats by 
private entrance), price 3s., can bo obtained 
nt 28 Stonecutter Street; G3 Fleet Street; and 
at the Hall of Scienco.

N O W  READY.

BIBLE HEROES
A NEW WORK

By G.  W .  F O O T E .
N o. 1.— M R . A D A M .
No. 2 — CAPTAIN  N O A H .

Price Oke Penny Each.

Nos. III. and IV. will bo ready on Feb. 15

C O L O N E L  IN G E R S O L L ’S 
LATEST LECTURES. 

Myth and Miracle - - Id.
(Full of Poetry.)

Live Topics - - - - Id.
(Full of Points.)

Real Blasphemy - Id
Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter S t, E.O.

NOW READY. NOW READY.
Colonel Ingersoll’s

GRAND NEW LECTURE

Social Salvation
Sixteen Pages. Price One Penny.

“  Brilliantly trenchant style.” — Commonweal.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St.

THE

CHRISTMAS
NUMBER

OF

THE FREETHINKER.

Full Of CLEVER SKETCHES,
BRIGHT ARTICLES, 

RACY BITS,
SATIRICAL VERSES 

COMICAL ODDS & ENDS.

Warranted to cure the Spleen, dispel Melan­
choly, broaden Long Faces, and counteract 

Pyrophobia or the dread of Blazes.

Price Threepence.

NOW READY. NOW READY.
New Edition of

THE SHADOW OF THE SWORD
By G. W. FOOTE.

With the facts and figures brought up to date, 
and comments on tho military condition of 

Europe and tho prospects of poaco.

WHAT THE PRESS SAID OF THE FIRST 
EDITION.

“  Ably written. . . . The author deserves thanks 
for this timely publication.” —Echo.

“  A  trenchant exposure of the folly of war, which 
everyone should read.”— Weekly Times.

“ A wonderfully eloquent denunciation of the war 
fever.” —Birmingham Owl

“  Presents us with some startling truths that are 
well worth preserving.”—The People (Wexford).

Price Twopence.BIBLE A B S U R D I T I E S
Edited by

G. W . FOOTE & W . P. BALL.
Containing all tho chief absurdities from 
Gonesis to Rovelation, conveniently and strik­
ingly arranged, with appropriate headlines, 
giving the point of each absurdity in a 

sentence.
In Wrapper, price Fourpence.

ALSOBIBLE CONTRADICTIONS
Price Fourpence.

P rinted  in  P a r allel  Columns.

LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST.
On his Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection, 

Ascension, and Miraclos.
By G.  W. F O O T E .

In Neat Wrapper. Price Fourj/ence.

Second Edition.WAS JESUS INSANE? By
G. W . FOOTE. A Searching Inquiry into 

the Mental Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth—an 
Important and much-neglected subject. One Penny.

CHRISTIANITY or SECULARISM
W HICH IS TRUE?

V e r b a t im  R e p o r t  o p  a  F o u r  N ig h t s ’ 
P U B L I C  D E B A T E

BETWEEN THE
REV. DR. JAMES McGANN

AND
MR. G. W . FOOTE.

(Revised by both Disputants.)

Bound in Paper - • ■ 1 0
„ Cloth • - - 1 6

LOOK OUT FOR

JACOB THE WRESTLER.

p R 0 G R E S S
THE

Freethinker’s Magazine, 
E d it e d  b y  G . W. F o o te .

The FEBRUARY Number contains

God and Humanity. By G. W. Foote.
Sarpalus Of Mardon. By James Thomson (B.V.) 
Some Unpublished Remains of Samuel Butler 

By J. M. Wheeler.
The Atheist Marlowe. By s. Britton.
The Two Margarets. (A Poem.) By J. H. Dell. 
The New Sociology. By James Leatham.
Brief Freethought Biographies. By J.'M.jWheoler.

SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES.
By R. G. INGERSOLL.

The only Complete Edition published in 
England; faithfully reprinted from tho 

Author’s American Edition. Accurate 
as Colenso and fascinating as a 

novel. Destined to hold a 
permanent place in Free- 

thought literature.
W it h  a  B r ie f  I n tr od u c tion  b y  G. W . F o ote .

A Handsome Volume o f 13G pp.
Paper Covers, Is. Bound In cloth, is. 6d.

Price Sixpence.
BIBLE ERRORS AND SECULAR TRUTHS.

By Arthur B. Moss.
Six of Mr. Moss's best pamphlets bound up 
in neat cover. Whon you are depressed in 
spirits or unable to attond your weekly Free- 
thought lecture, read those pamphlets. Ono 
of tlaeso essays is worth inoro than a thou­

sand ordinary sormons.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St.

W. J. E E N D E L L ,
CHEMIST AND DRUGGIST,

26 GT. B A T H  ST., CLERKEN W ELL,
LONDON, E.O.

Drugs and Chemicals, Surgical Appliances, 
Patent Medicines, etc.

Particulars of a Malthusian discover)/ sent on receipt 
o f  stamped directed envelope.

Orders by Post promptly exocuted.

TO FREETHINKERS.
A Trial Solicited. Best Style, Fit & Wear.

H .  H Z A 5 iiE 3T 0 3 < T , 
TAILOR, 14 Gt. Castle Street, W.

(A few doors from Regent Circus )

Post Free for One ShillingSHORTHAND WITHOUT COMPLICATIONS.
New Phonetic System, by A. JANES, Parlia­

mentary Reporter. The only f-implo and easy 
phonetic method. No other book requirod. Addross 
A. Janes, 5 Crofton Road, Camberwoll, London, S.E’

RUBBER STAMPS.
National Secular Society Mono­

gram .......................................  1 0
Any two-lotter Monogram . . . .  1 0
Name in full ...............................  1 4
Postage to any part of England 

2d. extra. Agents Wanted.I R E T O N  A N D  C O
w  G raohohuboh St., E.O.

THWAITES’ LIVER P I L L S i ^ E
the best Family Medicine in tho W orld by the man- 
thousands that are using them in preference to at* 
others. It is almost impossible to enumerate In an 
advertisement what they are good for; it would take 
up too much of your time to read it, and after you 
had read it you might say it was only advertising 
puff; but I ask One Trial of the LIVER PILLS; if 
not better than any you have tried before, I cannot 
expect a continuance o f your custom. I recommend 
them for Indigestion, Loss of Appetite. Dizziness, 
Nervousness, Biliousness, Costivonoss, Palpitation of 
the Heart, Piles, etc., all of which are, in many cases, 
caused by the Liver being inactive, or what we call a 
sluggish liver. Try some of the LIVER PILLS as soon 
as you can, as they are Puau H erb Pills, and may 
be used at any time by anyone without any change of 
diet or danger of taking a cold. Prepared only by 
GEORQE THWAITES. 2 Church Row, Stockton- 
on-Tees. Sold at Is. ljd . and 2s. 9d. per box, or by 
post for 15 or 86 Penny Sumps, A Price List of 
Herbs free.

Print d and Published by (1. W. Footk, at 28 Stone­
cutter Stro t, Farringdon Street, Lond n, E.Q.

P a r t  II. of  th e
BIBLE HANDBOOK f o r  FREETHINKERS 

AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.


