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THE LORD TALKING TO A FISH.

And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. —Jonah ii., 10.

PAUL ON WO MEN.
Chbistianity, as the centuries have revealed its practical
character, owes more to Paul than to Jesus. Its dogmas
are mostly derived from the epistles of the great apostle.
Many a true believer thinks he is obeying the carpenter’s
Bon, when all the time he is obeying the Tarsus tent-
maker. The Christian road to heaven was laid out and
paved, not by Jesus himself, but by the gentleman he (or
a sunstroke) converted outside Damasous.

Paul was in some respects a better teacher than Jesus.
He was more practical, and with all his misty metaphysics
he had a firmer hold on the realities of life. But with re-
spect to women, he follows dutifully in his Savior’'s wake,
and elaborates, rather than supplements, the sexual in-
"unctions we dealt with last week. Like his Master, he
Iooks down upon marriage, and is evidently of opinion that
if men should not make themselves eunuchs they should
live as such. The American Shakers are only carrying
out his policy in this respect. If all the world imitated
them the human race would soon expire. It would then
be impossible to adopt the children of outsiders, families
Would bo gradually extinguished, and the second coming
of Christ would be prematurely hastened.

Paul was a bachelor, and a crusty one. According to
tradition or calumny, he was jilted by a Jewish woman,
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and this may account for his peevish attitude towards the

sex. In the seventh chapter of the first of Corinthians ho
gives vent to a groat deal of nasty nonsense. “ Itis good,”
he says, “ for a man not to touch a woman.” If he had

meant by this that men were not to thrash their wives we
should have thoroughly agreed with him. But what he
means is that there should be no sexual intercourse. He
was especially severe on young widows who contemplated
a second marriage. No doubt if he had seen a young
widow whose weeds, as is generally the case, were ar-
ranged coquettishly, he would have muttered “ Anathema
Maranatha.” As his own constitution was liable to occa-
sional weaknesses, he might have added, “ Get thee behind
me, Satan.”

A few verses later he expresses himself with greater
clearness than Jesus Christ ever attained to: “ 1 say there-
fore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if
they abide even as |I. But if they cannot contain, let them
marry; for it is better to marry than to burn.” Paul
wished the same end as Jesus. He desired to see every
person celibate, but having a little more common sense
than Jesus, ho saw that such preaching would never be
extensively practised (especially by young widows) and ho
was obliged to make a concession to human frailty. The
very fact, however, shows that his view of the question
was radically wrong. Marriage is not an excusable weak-
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ness, but the normal condition of mankind. Physiologi-
cally, mentally, and morally this truth holds good.
The highest virtues even have never sprung from
monasteries and convents, but from the rude rough world
of toiling and suffering men and women outside.

According to Paul, although marriage was lawful, vir-
ginity was a higher state : that is, to be perfect a woman
mnst stultify her nature and trample upon her maternal
instincts. It also implies that she is essentially impure,
and that she can only please God by abnegating her sex.
This is the deepest disrespect of womanhood, as every
healthy wife and mother would admit if such stuff were
taught by another than Paul.

The great apostle troubled his poor head about the heads
of women. If he lived now when the ladies affect short
hair he would go raving mad. It was a subject on which
he felt profoundly. To his mind a woman losing her long
hair, was like an angel falling from glory. He warns the
whole sex against meddling with their tresses. Men, how-

ever, are recommended to crop close, long hair being
“ shameful.” We have a shrewd suspicion that Paul was
bald. Perhaps if hair restorer had been then invented a

successful trial might have considerably changed his views
upon this subject.

Man was not created for woman, says Paul, but woman
for man. He is of course alluding to the old Rib Story.
But a similar observation would have been as sensible
about the two halves of a pair of scissors. When they
meet what does it matter which was made for the other ?
Consistently with this view he says, “ Wives, submit your-
selves unto your own husbands as unto the Lord ... as
the Church is subject unto Christ so let the wives be to
their own husbands in everything." Some men have tried
this with no great success, and many a man thinks he is
having his own way “in everything” when he is sweetly
and beautifully led by the nose. Obedience is a hateful
word in marriage. Its introduction makes the wife a
legalised concubine. Besides, if there must be obedience,
Paul's rule is ridiculously sweeping, for some women
have more sense and judgment than their husbands.
Every afflicted woman who applies to the magistrate
for relief from the sot who curses her home is flying in the
face of Paul. “ My dear woman,” the magistrate should
say, “ your request is very reasonable, but it is very un-
orthodox. Go home and read the fifth chapter of
Ephesians, whoro you will see that wives must obey thoir
husbands in everythin']""

Paul (1 Cor. xiv., 34, 35; Tim. ii.,, 11, 12) warns women
to keep silence in church, for “it is not permitted unto
them to speak.” Having written this line, Paul must have
got up and strutted round the room like a ruffled cock.
“ Let the woman,” he says, “ learn in silence with all sub-
jection. | suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to be in silence.” Hear, hear,
from the males in tho body of tho synagoguo. Evidently
Paul could bray on occasion as lustily as Balaam’s ass. If
the women “ will learn anything,” which he dearly thought
problematical, “ let them ask their husbands at homo.”
Fancy some women with no other sources of information!

The reason Paul gives for woman's inferiority is that
Mrs. Eve was first tempted by the serpent. And a capital
thing tool If Mrs. Eve had not eaten that apple tho
human race would still number two, or else, if none of them
died, they would be thicker than barrelled herrings.

Our Church of England marriage service follows tho
teaching of Paul. While the husband promises to love
the wife, the wife promises to love, honor and obey the
husband. Many ladies say those words at the altar with a
mental reservation. When they are obliged to do this they
tacitly admit that Paul and the Church are wrong. But
if so the Bible is wrong. The fact is that the “ blessed
book,” instead of being woman’s best friend, is her worst
enemy. The Tenth Commandment makes her domestic
property, and Paul winds up by telling her that her sole
duty is to play second fiddle in a minor key.

G. W. FOOTE.

Mas. Partington wants to know if tho axo wielded by Mr. Gladstone
is like the original axe of the Apostles that she heard so much of at
Sunday School. Also she woul 1like to know how Jndas Maccabsens__
according to the singers in Handel's oratorio—" with his axe made
Julah smile.” She thinks the language must be ironical, and that tho
axe made Judah smile “ on the other aide of his mouth ” as people say.
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A CHRISTIAN I1IYMN .

T he following is reprinted from an ordinary Christian hymn-
book. When Freethinkers speak of “ the dreadful God” and
his vengeance they are scouted as blasphemers by Christians,
who, for the moment, forget their Bible and their literature.

With holy fear and humble song,
The dreadful God our souls adore ;
Reverence and awe becomes the tongue
That speaks the terrors of his power.

Far in the deep where darkness dwells,
The land of horror and despair,
Justice has built a dismal hell,
And laid her stores of vengeance there.

Eternal plagues and heavy chains,
Tormenting racks and fiery coals,

And darts t' inflict immortal pains
Dy’'d in the blood of damned souls.

There Satan the first sinner lies,
And roars, and bites his iron bands;
In vain the rebel strives to rise,
Crush'd with the weight of both thine hands

There guilty ghosts of Adam'’s race
Shriek out, and howl beneath thy rod ;

Once they could scorn a Savior’s grace,
But they incens’'d a dreadful God.

Tremble, my soul, and kiss the Son ;
Sinners, obey the Savior’s call;

Else your damnation hastens on,
And hell gapes wide to wait your fall

ACID DROPS.

A few years ago the Rev. Mr. Charlesworth loudly complained
that General Booth had decoyed his young daughter from her
home. She was only sixteen, and owing to her youth and inex-
perience, she could not have been of very great service to the
Army. Butshe was an heiress, and that explains why General
Booth persisted in breaking up a happy home, and mocked the

oor father’s pitiful appeals. Evidently Miss Charlesworth, with

er big fortune, was too good a thing to go out of the family ;

so, following his systematic plan of keeping everything worth
having in his own domestic circle, Booth hasarranged a marriage
between the heiress and his dearly beloved son Ballington.
What a cute old showman he is! Wesley and Whitfield were
better preachers, and probably better men; but in the art of
raising cash, and sticking to it, they were tyros in comparison
with him.

Men and women of sense and
sensibility dislike publicity in this matter. Being stared at by
the mob is an outrage on the privacy of affection. General
Booth, however, is quite superior to such scruples. When his
children are married, he makos a big show of it, gets as many
people as possible to see the performance, and bleeds them as
heavily as they will stand. Tho incredible vulgarity of the pro-
ceeding is only equalled by the hypocrisy with which it is all
justified by the plea of “ religion.”

Marriage is a private affair.

Another dodge for raising the wind! Booth is off to America,
and his trip is made the occasion for raising another £5,000 to
help on the movement and cheer “ the General” on his way.
Booth opens his mouth in various directions, but tho cry is
always “ Cash!”

By the way, Booth's “ Self-Denial Fund ” seems a failure. A
few servant girls have sold their trinkets to swell “ the General's”
ourse, but the amounts acknowledged are hardly worth cadging
for. One Salvationist sends his dress suit to be disposed of.
Probably he gets very few invitations out. Two Salvationists
send their Bibles—articles which, as Christians seldom road
them, can be easily spared.

T he Jesuits are availing themselves of their new privileges in
Italy. Their plan of campaign is to secure tho services of the
house-porters who inform them of the concerns of all tho
inmates. We expect there will soon be ademand for Freothought

house porters in the cities of Italy.

W e understand that, in consequence of the objections of the
religious people of Birmingham to the employment of Christians
in the Free Library on Sunday, a number of Jews have been
engaged as attendants.

A MONK, who had been appointed librarian of his convent,
found a Hebrew book, and, as he could not make out tho title he
entered it in the catalogue as “ Another of those books that
begin at the end.”
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Archdeacon Farrar says that “ the essence of Christianity is
its simplicity.” This is just a little mistaken. The simplicity
lies with those who believe in it.

T he other day a ship set sail from an English port for a heathen
country, with amissionary on board and a cargo of rum. If that
missionary has any spirit of self-sacrifice, he will drink all the
rum on the way out. It mightsend him to heaven a little sooner
than he expected, but the natives would be saved. According to
report, however, they prefer the rum to the missionary. If they
must be converted by the spirit, they prefer it hot with
sugar.

In their twenty-ninth annual report, the Association for the
Promotion of the Unity of Christendom express their firm con-
viction that unity between the three great branches of the Church
of Christ was the only way to meet the increasing infidelity of
the age. If so, we unbelievers may once more breathe freely.
We shall not be met just yet.

Miss Frances E. Willard (who is she?) says that " woman is
going to do for journalism what she has accomplished for literature.
Having driven out the Fieldings and Smolletts from the temple,
she will henceforth frown on profane witticisms.” On the whole
we prefer the downright human nature of Fielding and Smollett
to the sentimental lechery of some of the novels written by
women. As for profane witticisms, they will survive Miss Wil-
lard, unless Christianity or the Freethinker meets with a sudden
death.

T he Dundee Courier publishes, as if it were a new discovery,
the hackneyed old lie about Thomas Paine's “ death-bed recan-
tation." There is one improvement, however, in the new story.
It alleges that Thomas Paine’s ravings about hell and the Devil
Were heard by a woman, who has just communicated the infor-
mation to the daughter of a Mr. Wm. Dilwyn, of Walthamstow,
Essex. As Thomas Paine died on June 8, 1809, that ancient
woman seems bent on beating Methuselah. Probably we Bhall
Boon hear that her days have been miraculously prolonged for
the sake of her testimony against the dying infidel.

One result of civilisation is the increase of suicides. As
life gets faster there are more who cannot keep up with the
Pace, and the more highly strung our nerves are the more easily
We they deranged. Hut that is one of the inevitable penalties
of progress. By and bye we shall grow more accustomed to the
Wear and tear, and when the unfit are eliminated the matter
Will adjust itself. Meanwhile, it is a fact that the overwhelming
majority of suicides are religious. Very seldom does a Free-
thinker rush off the stage of life. Yet the Pall Mall Gazette has
the ignorance or the temerity to say that “ Theism may be true
Or false, but it is obviously a barrier against suicide.” Statistics
show it is nothing of the kind ; on the contrary, religious madness
js very common in our asylums, and it is nearly always marked
hy a suicidal tendency.

TnE increase of suicides in France gives the orthodox Frangais
Bn opportunity of dilating on the evils of Secular education.
“ Another ten years of atheist teaching in our schools,” it exclaims,
"*and the number of suicides will be ten timesas large." Fudge !
Better stop the priests from softening people’s brains.

Sir John Lubbock has gone a little too far in his grand-
motherly Shop Hours Hcgulation Bill. Itis bad enough to say
‘hat the poor charwoman shall not buy a red herring or a tallow
~ndle at tho huckster's shop after ten o'olock on Saturday
Bight; but still worse to prohibit all the necessary trading in the
poorer centres of London on Sunday morning. Perhaps it
Bould notbe a bad thing, after all, if Parliament took a holiday

twenty years, or talked all that time without passing a single
Jbw. During the last 96 years no less than 190,146 Acts have
Been passed in France. It reminds ono of Gulliver bound down
By the Lilliputians by every hair of his head.

, le Sir John Lubbock is anxious to stop Sunday labor, let him
Begin with those employed in churches and chapels, and rich
People’s grooms and coachmen. It is mean to begin with the
greengrocer and costermonger.

The Rev. Dr. Adams, rector of All Saints, Dorchester, is indig-
Bjmt that some ono has written to him denying tho doctrines of

hristianity and terming it only a revival of Egyptian faith. He
"eclaros that “ this old Egyptian religion was sunk in such
miquity and abominations that he dare not mention them. It
B“8 a black, filthy, and an abominable creed.” It is the peculiar

erit of the holy Christian religion that it has to blacken and

mparage every other faith but its own. As a matter of fact the

octrines inculcated by the Egyptian religion as exhibited in the
~'egative Confession of the Book of the Dead, are as exalted as
“By taught by Christianity. As regards practice, can Dr. Adams

«ntion any abomination that has not also been exhibited in the
Kristian Church ?

I iie Christian Herald gives an anecdote of a man who prayed
0 God to save his wife and children during a cyclone. The
«suit was their almost miraculous preservation. Another man
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who didn't pray, and whose children God consequently would
not trouble to protect against his fierce whirlwind, was horrified
to find all his family bruised and mangled to death by falling
trees and the violence of the hurricane. Because he did not
pray God punished, not the responsible offender, whom indeed
he preserved, but the innocent babe and prattling children.
Christians do indeed depict their God as a fiend.

Mr. G. 0. Barnes, the “ Kentucky Mountain Evangelist,”
announces a book with the sensational title of God's Love Story.
Don’t rush for it in the expectation of getting any details of
Jehovah's amours with Mary, for it only deals with what Mr.
Barnes calls “ The Gospel according to Saint Ruth.”

The Rev. M. Baxter, the editor of the Christian Herald and
author of Louis Napoleon, the Destined Monarch of the World, is
going about giving prophetic discourses. This worthy alters his
programme according to the events of the day. He now predicts,
“ according to Daniel and Revelation, Britain's loss of Ireland
and India, and European revolutions changing twenty-three
kingdoms into ten, coming earthquakes, famines, pestilences, to
be followed by the second advent of Christ, and resurrection of
saints, and ascension of 144,000 living Christians to heaven with-
out dying.” This is the sortof rot which goes down with believ-
ing Christians.

T aljiage says that “ men never know fully how to laugh until
they become Christians.” He says that ministers when assembled
in a dining hall or in a social circle are “ proverbially jocund.”
And Talmage and most of these ministers profess to believe in
hell-fire, and that the majority of the race will suffer eternal
torments. They can look round on a social circle, some if not
the majority of whom will almost certainly suffer so terrible a
fate, and they can be “ proverbially jocund.” Do they reject
the doctrines of total depravity and eternal torment, or are they
merry in a sense of selfish security that leads them to triumph
while their fellows are lost V

As Talmage represents the case, it is the unconverted people
who are “ moping, bilious, saturnine.” But at another time the
pleasures of sin and the dancing and laughter of the worldly
will be contrasted with their ultimate fate, just as Christ warned
the people of the rich man that feasted and made merry, and
was so dreadfully wicked as to say to his soul he would build
bigger barns.

An American has named his submarine torpedo-boat “ the
Peacemaker.” The British tars will not be likely to cry “ Blessed
are the peacemakers.” Perhaps deadly inventions like this
satirically-named engine of destruction may after all lead to peace
much more effectively than the words of a being who confessed
that he came not to bring peace but a sword. The more fatal
war becomes, the more will people hesitate before commencing a
fratricidal struggle in which certain death awaits all combatants.

T he Christian Herald narrates how a Protestant preacher was
stoned and left for dead by a Catholic mob who had been stirred
up by Jesuit missionaries. This testimony to the effect of Chris-
tianity is only supposed to show the power of endurance of per-
secution which Christianity imparts. But the effect of Christianity
in rousing the evil passions of the people till they are ready to
murder a harmless and helpless fellow creature is entirely ignored.

A writer in the Church Review complains that the Salvation
Army publish “ a mutilated Bible ” under the title of “ the Sal-
vation Soldier’s Guide.” It is curious that ono of the verses
omitted is 1 John v. 8., while the undoubtedly spurious seventh
verse of the same chapter is retained.

A number of Positivists celebrated the anniversary of Auguste
Comte’s death by placing flowers on his grave in Pere la Chaise.
The Paris correspondent of the Roman Catholic 'Pallet kindly
speaks of them as “ a set of lunatics.”

T he Christian Herald gives a story which illustrates the impu-
dence of the Lord’s preachers. Mr. Rainsford tells the tale of
himself and glories in an act which, under the circumstances, was
really a criminal one. A lady, whose husband was an “ ungodly ”
man, suffered from heart disease, and “ the doctor had forbidden
any one to go near her, especially a clergyman, as any mental
disturbance might be the death of her.” Nevertheless this
clergyman, seeing the lady in the drawing room and the hall
door wide open, seized the opportunity of entering unobserved.
He impudently says, “ 1 knew | was forbidden the house, but |
prayed the Lord to guide me in the matter as if prayer were
an ample excuso for invading the privacy of a forbidden house
and recklessly endangering a person’s life. He “ went straight
into the room where the lady was reclining on a couch,” and began
reciting texts, which made so great an impression on the lady
that she repeated them while dying a few weeks later on.
Whether the death was caused by the agitation there is nothing
in the narrative to show. But suppose the shock had killed the
lady instantaneously by stopping the delicate action of her heart,
as was only too probable, how would the intruder have looked
in the criminal dock on a charge of manslaughter? Probably ho
he would have escaped the charge by sneaking out of the house
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as quietly as he entered, and he would not have ventured then to
boast of his deadly feat. What would Christians say if a Free-
thinker had the audacity to intrude into a forbidden house, and
go straight to asick lady and recite Atheistic teachings to her
at the instant risk of herlife ? __

The Rev. James Mackenzie, minister of the Scotch National
Church in Manchester, is charged with assaulting John Carswell,
one of the elders of the church. The minister and his elders
had often quarrelled before over the collection boxes, there not
being sufficient surplus to pay him a salary. The bread of life
which is without money and without price was not, however,
sufficient for its dispenser, and he grew wrathful. At last on a
Sunday afternoon he tried to take charge of the collection him-
self and was resisted by the officer appointed by the elders. Mr.
Carswell stepped forward to assist the man, and the reverend
teacher of universal love, robed in the beauty of holiness, turned
upon bis brother Christian and cried, “ I'll soon do for you.”
The minister straightway proceedod to carry out his threat by
drawing a weapon from his breast, with which he struck the
elder on the forehead, inflicting a wound from which blood
flowed freely. According to the testimony of sundry witnesses
the weapon was a butcher’s steel which was broken in the subse-
quent struggle in the church. This edifying spectacle shows
how leading Christians “ seek peace and ensue it,” and turn the
other cheek also.

John the Baptist Freund who has so often been incarcerated
for preaching “ Woe to Babylon I' in St. Paul’s churchyard, has
issued a little sheet which he calls Herbert Freund's Journal, in
which he complains of his treatment in prison and in a lunatic
asylum where for a short time he was detained. Freund seems to
be a genuine disciple of Jesus Christ, only he has the misfortune
to be born some eighteen centuries too late.

TnE Church Times warns the Welsh farmers not to forget “ the
awful judgment which befell Ananias and Sapphira for keeping
back a portion—perhaps the twenty-five per cent, which finds so
much favor at Llanarmon—of a payment which was due to the
Church.” If the editor has faith enough to swallow that story,
he may be quite capable of believing that it may have some
influence on the Welsh farmers.

A writer in the Church of England Temperance Chronicle
having expressed an opinion that “ beef tea may be regarded as
an even more detestable abomination than brandy,” the Church
Times says: “ The Chronicle professes to be a Christian news-
paper, and its conductors ought to know that the Divine Founder
of our religion not only twice fed a multitude on bread and fish,
but even after his resurrection he ate broiled fish himself. Nor,
ought they to have forgotten the voice which said 1Rise, Peter
kill and eat.”” Christianity, it seems, is no more favorable to
Vegetarianism than to teetotalism.

Tiie Church of England Working Men's Society, through its
secretary, Mr. C. Powell, announces that its funds are quite
exhausted. This working men'’s society of shopkeepers appeals
for honorary life memberships, the subscription for which is five
pounds.

T he following advertisement appears in an American paper :
“ Wanted, a Young Man to go as Missionary to supply vacancy
in one of the cannibal islands, lie must fully understand the
appetites and tastes of the cannibals, must be able to reach their
inner natures at once, and must not use tobacco. Applicants
may communicate in person or by letter.” We were not pre-
viously aware that cannibals were particularly averse to tobacco-
smoked human flesh. There is no accounting for taste.

The IVar Cry of Sept. 18 contains a correction of the myth of
its issue of July 31, in regard to the sub-editor of the Freethinker.
It may be werth pointing out how seldom such statements can be
brought to book as in this instance. They are usually made
about anonymous persons or after the persons referred to are
dead, and the matter cannot be inquired into. Mr. Wheeler’s
contradictions receive notice only through the double accident of
Mrs. Besant's reference to the War Cry, and his own acquaint-
ance with the musical director of the Salvation Army.

Last week Mr. Langham held an inquiry at the Coroner’s
Court, Southwark, into the circumstances attending the death of
Elizabeth Hughes, the wife of one of “ the Peculiar People,”
who afforded her no medical attendance, but, in accordance with
the Bible directions, sent for an elder to lay his hands upon and
pray over her. The doctor declined to swear that medical aid
would have saved her, though he said there was every proba-
bility it would have prolonged life. The coroner declared that,
had not the medical evidence fallen short he would have sent the
ease for trial as one of manslaughter, and the jury severely censured
the husband and elders—which was blaming them for preferring
the injunctions of the apostle James to the dictates of common
sense.

Mrs. Girling, the woman-Christ, is dead. The grief of the
Shaker community is indescribable. Bat the loyalty of her
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followers is fading fast. She had foolishly taught them that she
should never taste of death, and they are now coming round to
the opinion that they have been deluded. The camp will break
up, and her community will probably come to an end.

T he newspapers give prominence to Mother Girling’s vagaries,
and print her blasphemous nonsense about her maternal relation
to God Almighty. Had she been crazy on any other subject, she
would have received very little attention, but as she was mad on
religion, her ravings are treated with a certain measure of respect.

A religious sect who go a little further than the Peculiar
People, has been discovered in Russia. One of their doctrines
is that it is a sin to let people suffer bodily pain, on which aocount
sick people belonging to the organisation are strangled.

T he official papers on the West African settlements issued in
connection with the Colonial Exhibition have some interesting
particulars on the religion of the natives, who think that each
man is free to choose his own object'of worship, or fetish, to
which he has recourse in trouble, making offerings to it and sac-
rificing fowls, goats, and sheep in its honor. It is said that the
worshipper, worked up into frenzy, believes in revelations from
the idol, and is thus led to the performance of absurd interces-
sory rites. Individuals when in trouble do not confine them-
selves to one idol, but will consult several—a river, a hill, the
sea, or, in fact, anything.

T hey have a kind of Eucharist, or “ eating the God," who is
called “ Boosum.” Priests pound up the substance of what they
call “ boosum” and administer it, at the same time enjoining on
the worshipper complete abstinence from particular kinds of
food. Like the Hebrews, they believe in evil spirits and witch-
craft, and they consult the fetish before enteringinto war. Like
them, too, they have feasts at certain seasons, when offerings of
the first fruits of the harvest are made.

Four rabbis have just now appeared in Russia, all on a sudden
and at the same time, each performing “ little wonders and
small miracles ” in proof that he, and none of the other three, is
the true Messiah.

T he Rock is indignant that a Roman Catholic priest has been
allowed “ for the first time since the Reformation " to bless the
colors of an Irish regiment. It thinks that this is “ an insult to
our national religion.” That several millions of Irish happen to
be Roman Catholics is also, we may suppose, an “ insult to our
national religion.” Why do Christians “ love” each other so
bitterly and respect each other’s ceremonies so little? Where is
the universal tolerance and harmony that Christianity is to pro-
duce ? -

In an article in a leading Roman Catholic paper, Mr. Bernard
Whelan condemns the inferiority and vulgarity of sacred art, as
shown in Catholic repositories. Many of the sacred statues, but
for their good intent, would be blasphemies in plaster. The Rock
speaks of this manufacture and sale of sacred images as “ the
most irreverent and cynical trade in the world." Why are these
Christians not prosecuted for their blasphemy? Are only Free-
thinkers worthy of martyrdom? Surely those who degrade
Christianity from within should be imprisoned as well as those
who assail it from without.

NO SCOTCHMAN IN HEAVEN.

Long ago a war was waged between the King of Cornwall and the
King of Scotland, in which tho latter prevailed. The Scottish kingt
elated by his succoss, sent for his Prime Minister, Lord Alexander.

“ Wool, Sandy,” said ho, “ is there ne’or a king we canna conquer
the noo ?” [now.]

“ An’ it please Yor Majesty, | ken but o’ a'e king that Yor Majesty
canna conquer.”

“ And wham is he, Sandy ?”

Lord Alexander, reverently looking up, said:

“ The King of Heeven.”

“ The King of whaur, Sandy ?”

“ The King of Heovon.”

The Scotch King did not understand, but was unwilling to show any
ignoranco.

“ Just gang yer ways, Sandy, and toll the King of Hoovon to give
up his dominions, or I'll come mysel' and ding him out 0’ them, and mind,
Sandy, ye do not corns back till us until yo havo done our biddin’.”

Lord Alexander retired, much perplexed, but met a priest, tho sight
of whom put a thought into his head which roasBurod him, and he
returned and presented himself before the throne.

“ Woel, Sandy,” said the King, “ have ye seen the King of Heovon,
and what says he to our biddin’?”

“ An’ it please Yer Majesty, | ha'e no soen the King himsol’, but |
ha’e seen one of his accredited meenisters.”

“ Weel, and what says he ?”

“ He says Yer Majesty may e'en ha'e his kingdom for tho asking
o'it.”

“Was he sae ceevil ?” said the King, warmed to magnan'mity-
“Just gang yeo ways back, Sandy, and tell the King o' Hoeven that
for his civility, nae Scotchman shall ever set foot in his kingdom 1’
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SPECIAL NOTICE.
ME. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, Sept 26, Hyde Park, at 11, “ Who was Jesns Christ?”
Evening, at 7, Hall of Science, Old Street, London, E.C.; subject,
David : the Man after God's own Heart.”

OOQT. 3, Ball's Pond; 10, Birmingham; 17, Nottingham; 24, Man-
chester ; 31, Leeds.

NOV. 7, Hall of Science, London; 14, Milton Hall;
Shields; 28, Hall of Science, London.

DEO. 19 and 26, Hall of Science, London.

21, "Sout’h

CORRESPONDENTS.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 14 Clerken-
well Green, London, E.O. All business communications to Mr.
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post free to
any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at the following
rates, prepaid: — One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 3d.; Three
Months, Is. 7£d.

Scale of Advertisements :— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every succeeding
ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:(— Ono inch, 3s.; Half
Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for repetitions.

Received with Thank».— Ex-Ritualist.

C. M. wishes to know whero the Freethinkers in Chatham are at
present meeting. Perhaps a Chatham Freethinker will drop us a
line, so that wo may answer the question next week.

D. Askwith.— Jokes are always welcome.

A Freethinker.—The estimates of thereligious divisions of the world
are very various, largely owing to the difference of estimate of the
Buddhists in China. The following is approximately correct.
Buddhists, 400,000,000; Christians, 370,000,000, of whom nearly
200.000. 000 are Roman Catholics, half that number Protestants
and the remainder of the Greek church. Mohammedans, 210,000,000 ;
Brahmanists, 180,000,000; Confucians, 80,000,000; Sintoists,
15.000.
Parsees, 1,000,000.

H. G. Martin— Received with thanks.

H. P. B.— Thanks. Cuttings already doalt with.

B. Parker.—Your newsagent must have procured you Truelove’'s
odition of Paine’s works instead of ours. That would account for
the difference in price.

A. Lovett.—Not bad; but wo are rather too full of copy at prosent.

W. Cole says that the walking-stick drawn for at the Monarch Coffee
Palace, Bothnal Green, roalised, after deducting oxponses, £2 14s.
for our Burnt-Out Fund. The winner is Mr. E. Whillin, 1 Morpeth
Stroot, Bothnal Green.

J. B. says there is a copy of the St. Bartholomew modal in the museum
of the Botanical Gardens, Churchtown, Southport. As the place is
visitod by thousands of Lancashire and Yorkshire people, a few
Freethinkers may drop in to soo such a curious memento of “ the
bloody faith."

N. S. W.—Kindly thank the subscribers on our behalf.

A. Walmer.— The full title of our work is Infidel Death-Beds. Any
addition in the announcement outside Mr. Haines's shop must be his
own invention. Mr. Hainos is a Froothinkor, and it is probably
“ writ sarcastic.”

J- Macleish.—Thanks for the cutting, but wo dealt with tho subject
last week. We hope to visit Edinburgh again boforo vory long. Mr.
Whooler sends complimonts.

” oL eekey.—W. R. Bradlaugh’'g tract on the death of infidels is full
of lies and nonsense. No wondor the Christian who was distributing
it sneaked off whon you challenged him to substantiate its statement
end offered to pay 10s. to the local hospital on condition that ho did
tho same if ho failed.

” eCabell.—Wo don't understand tho statement you quote from the
Lion. It may bo a joking roforonco to 2 Cor. xii. 16. Some account
of the alleged gospol of Barnabas is found in tho work of Jeremiah
Jones on the Canon.

H- Rotubra.— The curious bill has alroady appeared in tho Freethinker
as woll as in many other journals.

R- A. Deith.—Wo are very much obliged to you for loaving tho num-
bers at Stonecutter Stroot. Thoy havo not reached us yet, but we
will hunt thorn up. Porhaps the chango at tho shop has occasioned
thoir boing mislaid.

"e Butler.—Wo aro obliged to tho Reading friends who send their
subscriptions through you. We note with pleasure your statement
that when you became a Freethinker fivo years ago, you could neither
road nor write, but that you have since learnt to do both.

buoitTUAND, 8 Heyworth Road, Stratford, London, has Vol IV. of the
Ireethinkcr to dispose of for our Burnt Out Fund. The highest

- °ff°r will be taken.

H. Shaw— Wo have road the answers and your remarks.
tian friend gonorally missos tho point.

*e Q. Billington sends subscription which, ho says, “ | collected from
a fow friends at Wellingboro’. The sum is not largo, but things are

M 6ueor down hore.”

*s Blackett.—Thanks for the cuttings.

.subscription.
<M. Ridoway.— We gave your initials only, not bocause wo thought
you wero nshamod of your name appearing, but becauso wo omitted
to ask you, and in the hurry we took tho prudent courso.

* P®* Received.— Truthsoeker — Liborator— Now South Wales
breothinker— Hereford Journal—Sunday Chronicle— Manchester
Rvoning Nows— Newcastle Wookly Chronicle— North Eastern Daily
Gazette— Kansas City Star— Loods Times— Glasgow Herald—
Liberal— Church Evangelist— Commonweal— Methodist Times—
Bath Daily Chronicle— North British Daily Mail.

'"JRREgNONDENCE should reach us not lator than Tuosday if a reply

js desirod in tho current number. Othorwiso tho roply stands over
till the following weok.

Your Chris =

We will inquire about the
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SUGAR PLUMS,

Letters to Jesus Christ is now ready. It promises to have a
large sale. When Jesus Christ answers, we shall publish his
replies. We have arranged for a copy to be fixed on the top of
the lightning rod of every gospel-shop in London, so thatit may
catch the attention of some angel flying about, and get taken to
the right address.

T here was a good sprinkling of ladies at the London Hall of
Science last Sunday evening to hear Mr. Foote's lecture “ Why
Women should be Freethinkers.” Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner
occupied the chair. This evening (Sept 26) Mr. Foote lectures
again in the same hall on “ David: the Man after God's own
Heart”

T his morning (Sept 26) Mr. Foote delivers the last of his
open-air lectures for this season. Place : Hyde Park; time:
11 o’'clock ; subject: “ Who was Jesus Christ?”

There are a few soiled copies of Prisonerfor Blasphemy still
left. The edges are smoked or damped, but every copy is read-
able. Mr. Forder will supply them at 6d. each. Postage 2d. extra.

Mr. A. B. Moss is anxious to visit Oxford for the purpose of
delivering a Freethought lecture, and will be glad to hear from
any Freethinkers in that city. If no hall can be obtained Mr.
Moss will gladly lecture out of doors.

W e are happy to say that Progress continues to be successful.

The September number has entirely run out of print. A larger
edition of the October number will be printed, especially
"as the contents will be exceptionally interesting. S. Britton,

whose pen is so well known to the readers of Progress, begins an
“ Marlowe the Atheist.” Marlowe was the morning
star of the English drama, and a poet of the highest genius. The
essay on Marlowe will be followed by another on Shakespeare’'s
theology.

The Manchester Sunday Chronicle had last week a capital
article on the Sabbath and the Bigots. The S. C. is evidently
aware that the world has advanced beyond the theology popular
at the beginning of the century.

A new one-volume edition of Professor W. K. Clifford's
Lectures and Essays is announced for the forthcoming publishing
season. We trust the price will put the volume within the reach

of the many.

Last week’s Jewish World contains an interesting letter from
W. J. B., who points out that the parables ascribed to Christ are
chiefly found in Luke, and that several of them have reference
to the feud between Jewish and Gentile Christians. Thus, in the
parable of the Prodigal Sou, which W. J. B. says is found in
India, in Philo, and in the Talmud, the two sons represent the
Jews and the Gentiles. Dives, again, represents tho Jew and
Lazarus the Gentile; while the parable of the man whose soul
is required of him seems levelled at the teaching of Ecclesiastes,
that there is nothing better for a man than to enjoy the fruit of
his labor. Alluding to the parable of the Good Samaritan, the
writer mentions that, as a matter of fact, the Samaritans of that
time were more given to murdering the Jews when on their way
to Jerusalem than to offering them assistance.

T he correspondent who sent us the interesting account of the
medal struck by the Pope in honor of the St. Bartholomew mas-
sacres writes: “ | have read a great deal about Christianity, but
| can assure you that the eighteen pamphlets on the Crimes of
Christianity have opened my eyes to the beauties and glories of
this holy religion. My poor old God-forsaken grandfather
(aged 77) thinks they are the best work yet issued from your
press.” We may take this opportunity of saying that the Crimes
of Christianity will be reprinted in a large octavo volume. The
chapters already issued will be carefully revised and partly re-
written, and to these will be added the chapters necessary to
bring the work down to the present age.

Tiie Bruno Club and Institute has just opened at the old
“ Oliver Cromwell ” premises in St. Erwan’s Road, North Ken-
sington, W. We trust it will be well supported, and that shares
in the building society will be taken up by Freethinkers in the
district There is a Branch of the N. S. S. in connection with
the Institute, which will carry on Sunday evening lectures.

T he ninth annual report of the Guild of Saint Matthew is
exceptional for a Church document A prominent place is given
to the Parliamentary oath question and the agitation for repealing
the Blasphemy Laws. Land and labor also receive attention.

Among the Freethinkers who may be included in any future
edition of Infidel Death-Beds is George Sand. According to a
recently-published letter of the great Russian novelist, lvan
Tourguenieff, who enjoyed the privilege of her friendship, her
last words were Laissez verdure! That is, place no stone upon
my grave ; let the grass grow uponit. Her wish was carried out
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M ODERN MISSIONS.

Christianity prides itself upon its missionary enterprises.
An enormous amount of energy and cash is spent in the
endeavor to give the heathen a share in the Christian
scheme of damnation. The money is supposed to be well
invested, affording not only a return in the heavenly king-
dom, but opening np a market for Christian goods. Yet
missionary effort is by no means original to Christianity.
Rock inscriptions in India remain to prove that in the third
century before Christ the Buddhist Emperor Asoka sent
missions in all directions to teach what he believed to be
the saving religion of Buddha.

The most successful of Christian missions, as abundantly
shown in Part 18 of the Crimes of Christianity, were those
in which the only alternatives offered were baptism and
the sword. Modern Christianity, however, disapproves the
Christian methods of Constantine, Charles Martel, Charle-
magne and Cortes. Gunpowder follows in the train of,
instead of preceding the Gospel.

At the annual meetings of the missionary societies we
hear loud vaunts of the progress which Christianity has
effected, and elaborate calculations have been made to show
that according to the present rate of progressitwill take only
a few hundred years to Christianise the whole globe, when
of course everyone will be perfectly good and the millenium
will appear. A somewhat rude shock to these delightful
anticipations must have been given to those who read the
testimony of Mr. Joseph Thomson at the recent meeting of
the British Association. Mr. Thomson has travelled exten-
sively in Central Africa, and he records his opinion that
for every negro who is influenced for good by the mission-
aries, a thousand are driven into deeper degradation.

Tfiis judgment, backed up as it is by the similar testi-
mony of travellers like Winwood Reade and Mr. Skertchly,
will no doubt be pooh-poohed by all in the missionary
business; but what will they say to the figures given in a
recent pamphlet, entitled A Century of Protestant Missions,
from the orthodox pen of the Rev. James Johnston, F.S.S. ?
Mr. Johnston is not disposed to under-estimate the number
of conversions effected during the century in which Pro-
testant missions have been in active operation, and these
he sets down as 870,000 adult converts. The estimate we
believe a fair one, always remembering that by converts
are meant nominal converts who have from whatever motive
undergone baptism ; and above all that the great bulk of
these have been drawn from savage races such as the
South Sea Islanders and such aboriginos of India and
Burmah as the Shanars, Kols and Karens. Of this number
only an infinitesimal fraction has been drawn from any of
the more advanced races. It includes very few indeed of
Brahmans, Confucians, or Buddhists, and hardly any Mo-
hammedans or Jews.

These 870,000 adult converts no doubt make a pretty
good show, especially if one does not know the sources
from which they are drawn, and does not also remember
that while this number of semi-savagea have been added
in distant countries, a considerably larger number of tho
intelligent population of so-called Christian countries has
Beceded from Christianity at homo. But Mr. Johnston calls
attention to the appalling fact that during tho last hundred
years the number of heathens in the world (of course, he
does not include those in professedly Christian countries)
has increased by at least two hundred millions. It will
bo seen at once that the number of converts is but as a
drop in the ocean. But the full significance of the figures
is not simply that Christian effort cannot keep pace with
the growth of population. The swifter advance of heathen-
ism is not due merely to natural increase. The adherents
of Muhammad, Buddha and Brahma can boast of far
more numerous converts to their creeds than the mission-
aries of the Protestant churches. It has been disputed if
Brahmanism is, strictly speaking, a missionary religion.
Whether it be or not, Sir A. Lyall has shown that it is
continually absorbing tho aboriginal tribes of India, and
including them in its caste system while permitting some
of their tribal usages. For every convert to Christianity
which Hinduism has lost, it has gained a thousand from
the hill tribes which it has absorbed. Buddhism is not
only making marked progress among the tribes of the
northern dependencies of China, and following the migra-
tory tendencies of the Chinese, setting up its temples on
the soil of Christian Australia and America, b ut its thought
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is profoundly influencing Europeans, and it boasts of the
conversion of many Christians of culture, including one
Church of England clergyman, the Rev. Webster Lead-
beater, who has publicly professed his renunciation of the
claims of Jesus in preference for the superior and more
rational claims of Gautama.

But the most extraordinary progress of all has been
achieved by Mohammedanism. A great wave of Islam is
spreading through the heart of the dark continent with
amazing rapidity. Captain Burton asserts that “ Moham-
medans alone make proselytes in Africa.” Bosworth Smith
says that the total number of professing Christians in all
our African settlements put together *“ falls far short of
the original number of Africans liberated at Sierra Leone
alone and their descendants.” The one divine religion
makes no progress whatever ; the “ imposture” of Islam
succeeds wherever it goes. It appears more cognate to the
Eastern mind. It is advancing rapidly in the Indian
Archipelago, especially in the Dutch settlements. It makes
constant and numerous converts in India, and boasts that it
loses none whatever to Christianity. One reason for its
greater success is evident. The Hindu who becomes a
Christian loses his own cherished caste without being ad-
mitted into that of his rulers. The Hindu who turns Mo-
hammedan loses his caste, but he becomes a member of
the wide brotherhood of Islam. Its toleration of polygamy
also tells in its favor. Christianity in India only succeeds
with the devil-worshippers or with Hindus in times of
famine. The fact that it does not succeed when brought
into contact with the more civilised religions is a fact suffi-
cient to negative its supernatural pretensions were there
no other. J. M. W heelbb.

TYPES OF CHRI1IST.

Christians are fond of “ types.” Prophecies of Jesus
Christ, being scarce and not to the point, have to be sup-
plemented by a show of prophetical patterns or pretended
prefigurements. Anything in the Old Testament that
can by any means be supposed to resemble any part of the
history of Jesus is at once seized upon as a self-evident
antetype and prophecy designed by God to prove the
truth of Christian doctrines. Many of them are about as
typical of Christ as Macedon was of Monmouth.

The following list of types of Christ is taken from a
Christian text-book, Dr. Pinnock’s Analysis of Scripture
History (paragraphs 140, 200, 630). | propose giving
additional explanations of tho true resemblance or type
relationship in these cases, as being more to the purpose
though less palatable to Christians.

But before I commence tho list | may as well give Dr.
Pinnock’s explanation of tho meaning of tho word “ type,”
which is as follows (par. 96) —

“ The word typical, or type, means literally a resemblance ; but
in a Scripture sense, a type may be defined to be a symbol of
something future, and distant; or an example prepared, and
evidently designed, by God to prefigure that future thing: the
thing so prefigured is called the antitype.”

Adam is given as a typo (1) because, as St. Paul says,
“ death reigned from Adam. .who is the figure of him
that is to come" (Rom. v., 14). Since Adam typifies
Christ because “ as in Adam all die, oven so in Christ
shall all be made alive,” then death typifies life, and hence
by analogy white typifies black, opposites or similarities
being equally proofs of the evident fulfilment of a sure and
certain prophecy. | think, however, that the true nature
of tho antetype would bo more correctly expressed thus:
As in Adam all die a physical death, even so in Christ
shall all die a moral death. But Adam is also asserted to
bo a typo of Christ because (2) ho was made a living soul.
So that Adam equally typified Christ in introducing life and
in introducing death. Tho remaining point of analogy
referred to is (3) that Adam was made in God’'s image—
which might be equally typical of any human being
descended from Adam, but not of Christ, who as God was
“ neither made nor created.” Christ was God, not an
imago of God. If Adam typified Christ because ho was
made in God’s imago then he and all men equally typify
Jesus and the Holy Ghost and God the Father.

The Tree of Life. This resembles tho Son of God in
being purely mythical and deceptive. It holds forth
hopes never to be realised— hopes which sober reflection
has to regard as fictions, delusions and impossibilities.
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Abel, like Christ, was killed inconsequence of a religious
quarrel, and so by introducing strife into the world he
typifies the Christ who came not to bring peace but a
sword.

Noah's Ark, like Christ, was a refuge for a few, who
enjoy a selfish salvation while all around perish miserably
or are tormented for ever in an ocean of liquid fire—
the awful result in either case being due to the bad
workmanship of the unpractised hand that created man
imperfect.

Alraham expelled his elder but illegitimate son as Christ
rejected the Gentiles. Also, he was as ready to cut his
“only ” son’s throat as God was to send his only son to be
murdered. He could crush natural affection as Christ in-
culcated when he enjoined hatred of parents and desertion
of wives and families for the Gospel's sake. Pinnock
makes Abraham a type of Christ because “ the whole
family ” of the human race is named after him. But no
Bection of the human race is named after Abraham, and
only a fraction of the race is named after Christ.

Isaac was offered up by his father in what proved to he
a sham sacrifice. Christ’s sacrifice, being the sacrifice of
infinite and eternal God, must also have been a sham.
Isaac did not die; Christ could not die.

Jacob deceived and swindled his friends as Christian
doctrine deceives and swindles mankind. His tricky, dis-
honorable methods of securing personal gain evidently
foreshadow the Christian methods of salvation by credulity
and exploitation by faith— the salvation being doubtful,
since postponed till after death, but the exploitation being
undoubtedly real. Still, we need not dispute the Christian
claim that the Prince of Cheats was an evident antetype
of the Prince of Salvation.

Jacob's Ladder, like Christ (John i., 51), furnished a
ready means of reaching heaven without honesty or truth
or virtue. The ladder of faith is an unspeakable boon to
pious scoundrels like Jacob, who sorely need such help and
consolation to sustain them during their trials in a scorn-
ful, scoffing world of believers in integrity and generosity.

W. P. Ball.
(To be concluded.)

“BURNT OUT” FUND.
SUBSCRIPTIONS.—Mrs. Underdown, 2s. Cd.; E. Candy, Is.:
S. Wall, Ig.; T. Beet, Is.; M. Plackett, Is. ; Fire and Water.
Per R. Ferguson, £1; W. J B.. £1; J. Fitzgerald, 2s.; M.
Plackett, 4s.; C. J. Wilson, 2s. 6d.; N.S. W., Us.3d. ; J. B. Is.;
Temple, Is.; W. J. Ford, 2s. Gd.; A. Shaw, Is.; C. M., Is.;
W. Irving, Is.; Ball's Pond Friends, per A. Swinney, Cs. 6d. ;

J. Camomile, Is. Bethnal Green Branch (raffle), £2 14s.;
— Berendt, 4s.; — Barnett, 2s.; A. Akcrman, Is.; — Jones, Is.;
— Jordan, Cd. From Reading, per W. Butler: W. Fox, Is.;

0. Joseph, 6d.; E. Longhurst, 3d.; C. Longhurst, 3d.; Il
Uibley, 3d.; F. Shackleford, Is. ; W. Wyatt, 6d. ; A. Robertson,
3d.; — Hobbs, Is.; W. Herbert, 6d.; T. Truss, Cd.; W. Butler,
Is*, A. Rowe, Is.; Charles Rowe, Is.; Ellen Rowe, 6d.;
0. Belcher, 3d.; J. Lamb, 6d.; C. Bird, Cd.; A Brother, 6d.;
A Brother, 6d.; Mrs. Butler, 3d.; J. M. Barker, Is. ; — Grant,
cd.; R. W. Williams, 2s. Cd.; R. Riley, 2s.; B. Howard, 2s.;

Friend, Is. Wellingboro’, per E. G. Billington : J. Cobley, 2s.;
Percival, Is.; S. Lesson, Is.; — Garforth, Cd.; Mrs. Greeves,
cd; T. Nobles, 6d.; W. Beeby, 6d.; — Lamb, 3d.; — Nicholls,

“d.; Mrs. Billington, 6d.

A NARROW ESCAPE OF MOSES.

Tiif. Word of God, or the Book of Mystification, as it properly
cught to be called, is given to us for our edification and instruc-
bon in righteousness. But this is found to be a difficult and
crain-cudgelling business. When we look into its leaves, and
gee the many different readings which can be given to any parti-
cular passage or passages in it, we become somewhat bewildered
und puzzled. Then again we know how many different doctrines
he Bible can be made to support. It is quoted as an authority
u favor of Mormonism; by the slave-holders in defence of
~uvery; the teetotalers use the Bible texts that “ wine is a
Ocker and strong drink is raging” on the pledge cards, while
opposition to them the publicans and people of that “ilk”

6 again quoting from it, that wine is not a mocker, but, on the
ontrary, it must be really good, because did not God himself
| 6 some good wine at a certain wedding ? and does not wine
heer the heart of God? and soon. Each one reads the Bible
p **suits him: each ono quotes it to his own satisfaction. Mil-
u?hs have read and studied the Bible, and yet it would be an
ter impossibility to find two persons in this earth of ours, who,
ter having read this book through and compared notes, would
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not find that their ideas and opinions on it are so widely different
from each othor that one would ultimately be led to believe
that thev had both been reading different books, instead
of one and the same. The Holy Ghost beqgneathed unto us no
easy task when he eave us the complete volume to be used for
our edification and instruction in righteousness. When we
sometimes—by way of variety—try to seek this instruction
in it, the idea forces itself at once on our mind, that the Holy
Ghost had written this book whilst in a state of mental aberra-
tion ; or perhaps had occupied his thoughts and time too much
abont his stolen interview with Marv. the old carpenter’s wife ;
and hence the reason for our muddled scripture which begins
in a mist at the creation and ends in a fog in Revelation.

We can point out various portions of scripture of which neither
head nor tail can be made. If the fourth chapter of Exodus
is taken and carefully read through with the exception of verses
24,25. 26, we find that the Lord commanded Moses to go into
Egvpt to free his brethren from bondage. But. if we read the
whole chapter through, we at once see that the three verses men-
tioned have no connection with the rest of the chapter. Moses
goes into Egypt, and while on his journey, we are suddenly in-
formed at the 24th verse that it came to pass by the way at the
inn (or lodging-place, Revised Version) that the Lord met him
(Moses) and sought to kill him. Now can anyone explain why
Jahveh wanted to Kill him? Moses followed the Lord’'s com-
mands as near as he could; he took his wife and sons and put
them on an ass, and returned to Egypt. He stopped by the
way at the inn—perhaps to have a glass of beer—and just here
Jahveh met him, and tried to kill the meekest of all men : but
we are not informed by what process he was to be wiped off the
slate of life with the sponge of death. Perhaps Jahveh stood
behind the door of the inn, waiting till Moses would pass, when
he would very likely have given the meek man a gentle tap on
the head with the household poker. Or perhaps he put a box
of dynamite near this meek man with the intention of helping
him by a quicker route towards his celestial abode. Anyhow
the Almighty failed, and the me*k man triumphed for a time.

We cannot find the slightest reason why Moses was to have
been Kkilled by Jahveh ; and yet this book is given to us as a
guide for our edification and instruction in righteousness.
Where does the righteousness come in? Supposing just fora
a minute that .Tahveh had succeeded, what a calamity that, would
have been for the Israelites. They would perhaps hare still been
in bondage in the land of Egypt, making bricks of straw ; they
would not have bad the opportunity of spoiling the Egyptians by
borrowing jewellery, dress-improvers, pots, and kettles of them;
the younger sprouts of Israelites would never have had the
pleasure and fun of dodging the heavenly manna as it fell from
the clouds ; neither would they have had any elastic suits. The
older members would never have been able to warm their chilly
bodies at night by the aid of the pillar of fire. Pharaoh
would never have had his heart hardened; and no first-born
would have bpen slain in Egypt.

Although it is impossible to give any satisfactory explanation
why Jahveh sought to kill Moses, nevertheless many reasons
have been advanced by various individuals. Enlightened scrip-
ture-rpaders will probably suggest that, Moses having taken
his wife and sons, had put them all on one ass, causing that noble
but patient animal to be over-laden. Jahveh—being a member
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals—intended
to make an example of Moses by inflicting capital punishment
upon him, but altered his mind because Moses was the meekest
of all men. Some will argue that it vexed Jahveh sorely that
Moses had not circumcised Gershom (his son), and hence his just
and divine wrath. But we believe the best version of the affair
is given by an Atheist compositor, who declares that “ the day
Moses travelled from Midian to Egypt must have been very hot.
Ho must naturally have felt tired and dry. After seeing that his
wife and children were asleep in their room in the inn, he quietly
slipped downstairs to the bar and asked mine host of the inn for
a drop of summat short1 Just as he was about to tip it down
his parched throat, somebody from behind slapped him on the
shoulder, which turned out to be his friend Jahveh, dressed
in a Scotch tweed suit of the latest cut and pattern. Moses had,
for the sake of politeness, to stand him something short as well.
Jahveh repaid the compliment in the same manner. They natu-
rally kept up these proceedings for some time until it came to
Jahveh'’s turn to pay for the drops of summat short, when he
swore by the right wing of the Holy Ghost that he had paid for
the last glass. Moses, on the other hand, swore that he had not
paid. A row followed ; Jahveh took a handful of lightning from
his vest pocket, intending to kill Moses on the spot, but some-
how or other the ingredients for lightning-making had got wet,
and would not go off, which circumstance completely took him
off his legs. He sank under the table murmuring ‘ We won't go
home till morning.’” Next day Moses pursued his journey,
after having ascertained from the landlord that .Jahveh had
quietly sneaked out by the back-door in the night.” This we
believe is the latest and most reasonable explanation yet
offered, and as such it should be accepted until a better one is
forthcoming. G. E. C. Naewiqger.

Sir°

*

“ Now, Mr. Witness,” said a Columbus lawyer, “f® y®"
solemnly swear that the ohair was facing the east? e -
the awfulnoss of perjury.” Witness-“ Well I won’'t swear, but 111 bet

you ton dollars it was.”
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REVIEW.

Bible Extracts. Morrish, Bristol. Third
edition.—The new edition of this useful
pamphlet contains a bright preface. We
understand it has enjoyed a good circula-
tion, as it deserves. The printer has not
done the compiler justice.

CLERICAL ANECDOTES.

Ahungry minister was calling on one
of his friends, on his way to chapel, and
perceived some appetising biscuits on the
table. While his hostess's back was
turned, he yielded to temptation and
slipped half-a-dozen up his sleeve. When,
however, after a long chat, he pursued
his way to chapel, he had forgotten all
about them. The text of his sermon was,
“ All good things come from above,” and,
raising his arms the greater to emphasise
his words, a shower of good things, i.e,
biscuits, literally fell on the heads of his
congregation, thus affording a practical
illustration of his words.

One of the clergy of a large Scotch
town having been ruralising was return-
ing home from a day's piscatorial enjoy-
ment, his rod across his shoulder, when
he met a youth with whom he was slightly
acquainted, who happened to be carrying
a bridle in his hand. The divine, think-
ing to be witty, even at the risk of being
personal, pointed significantly to the
bridle, and, with a shake of his head and
a smile, remarked in passing, “ A bridle
for the ass,” to which the young man,
nothing daunted, and pointing to the
fishing-rod over the clerical shoulder,
instantaneously rejoined, “ And a rod
for the fool's back.”

THE PRIEST'S SONG.
[with apologies to w. s. gildert.]

Priest:

When 1 first put this white-choker on,
I said“ With my ‘ physog ' of brass,

I lay half-a-dollar

This circular collar
Will fetch ev’'ry good-looking lass;
Whilo music, and banners, and lights,
With high masses and mystical rites,

And secluded confessions.

And frequent processions,
Will attract the old maidens and frights.
Big facts | doponded upon
When 1 first put my white-choker on.”

Chorus of curates: “ By a simple,” etc.
Priest:

| said, as | girded it on,
“ 1 am safe for five hundred a year

For merely assisting

At artful text-twisting

To meet the— lost— Atheist’s jeer.
Folks will think I am holy and chaste,
And will como to be baptised in haste,

But the wicked attractions

Of secular factions
Are much more to ev'ry one’s taste,
A fact that 1've found out, for one,
Since | first put my white-choker on.”

Chorus of curates: “ By a simple.” etc.
Ex-Ritualist.

PROFANE JOKES,

“ Do you know the nature of an oath, my
boy?” said the judge. “ | guess | ought to.
Father is a bus-driver.”

A minister not long ago preached from the
text, “ Be ye therefore, steadfast.” But the
printer made him expound from “ Be ye there
for breakfast.”

“ What is promised to the righteous ?”
asked a Sunday-school teacher of a small
child at the far end of her class. “ Eternal
bliss," quickly responded the child. *“ Quite
right, my dear child, and now tell me what is
promised to thewickod?” “ Eternal blister,
ma’'am,” was the prompt reply.

A religious body having resolved to build
a new church, the pastor went about begging
very zealously, accepting not only the widow's
but the child's mite. In the school, one

The Freethinker.

Sabbath, while instructing classes, he compared
himself to a shepherd, and inquired what the
latter did with his flock. One bright-eyed

little fellow promptly replied, “ Ho shears
them.”
“ Wasn't Herod an old man before he

learned to dance?” a little girl asked of her
mother. “Why, my child what on earth
put that in your head?” “ Nothing much,
only | was reading in my Sunday-school lesson
that the daughter of Herodius danced before
Herod.” The little girl had to dance off to
bed.
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One Halfpenny Monthly.
Order early. Freethought Publishing Co.

-DIBLE EXTRACTS—The Third Edition of this

remarkable work is just published, with addi-
tions and new preface; 38 pages. Showing the
absurdities, revolting texts, etc. Price Fourpence
(and postage Id.), twelve copies post free, from
Morrish, Bookseller, 18 Narrow Wine Street, Bristol,

THWAITES' LIVER PILLSf"“dnfS

the beat Family Medicine in the World bj the
Many thouaanda that are uelnf them In preferenoa
te all othera It la almoet Impossible to enumerate
la an advertisement what they are good for; It
would take up too much of jour time to read tt, and
after you had read It yon might say It was only
advertising puff; bnt | ask One Trial of the LIVER

PI11.1.8; if not better than any yon have tried
befora, 1 cannot expect a continuance of your
custom. | recommend them for Indlgeetlon, Lost
ef Appetite, Dizziness, Biliousness, Oostlveneu,

Nsrvousnett, Palpitation of tha Heart, Pile., Etc.,
all of which are. In many caees. caused by the Liver
being Inactive, or what we call a sluggish liver. Try
some of the LIVER PILLS as soon at yon can, at
they are Pom Hu b Pills, and may be need at any
time by anyone without any change of diet or
danger of taking a cold. Prepared only by GEORGE
THWAITES, 2Church Bow Stockton-on-Tees. Sold
at Is. I{d and 2s »d. per box, or by post for 15 or St
Penny Stamps. A Price List of Herbs fret.

[September 26, 1886,
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Being a faithful history of the deaths of the
most eminent Freethinkers of all ages, and a
triumphant answer to the lies and misrepre-
sentations of Christian apologists. No pains
have been spared to give the most precise
particulars from original sources, and this
work will he a standard one on the subject.
<Every Freethinker should have a copy, and
keep it constantly by him; >

List of Freethinkers dealt with—

Lord Amberley Hobbes
Lord Bolingbroko Austin Hoiyoaka
Giordano Bruno Victor Hugo rv
Henry Thomas Buckle Hume <
Lord Byron Littré
Richard Carlile Harriet Martineau
Professor Clifford J. S. Mill
Anthony Collins Mirabeau
Condorcet Robert Owen
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BIBLE HANDBOOK for FREETHINKERS
AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
Edited by
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Containing all tho chief absurdities from

Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strik-
ingly arranged, with appropriate headlines,

giving the point of oach absurdity in a
sentence.
In Wrapper, price Fourpence.
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By ARTHUR B. MOSS.

In this essay tho author proves that nature does all
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Man and the Lower Animals.
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