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PIOUS ASSASSINATION.

Bn! irhen the children of Israel cried untotin Lord,- the lord
raised them up a deliverer, Ehtid the soil of (leva, a Benjamitc, a
mail left-handed: and by him the children of Israel sent a present unto
hylon the king o f Moab. But Blind made him a dagger which hail
tiro edges, of a cubit length; and he didgird it under his raiment upon
his right thigh. . . . And Ehud'said, Thave a rnssagefrom God unto
thee. And he arose out of his scat. And Eliud put forth his left
hand, and took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his
belly: And the haft also went in after the blade; and the fat closed
upon the blade, so that he could not draw the dagger out o f his belly;
and the dirt came out — J udges til, 15-22.

A N E W TRINITY.

Canon W ilberfobce’'s book, which wo referred to last
week, ia now in our hands, and we proceed to give our
readers a fuller account of it. The title, The Trinity of
Evil, is not a had one. Everybody knows the Trinity of
j00(j— Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; but it wa3 reserved
for Canon Wilberforce to roveal tho trinity in unity of the
Devil. This ho does in a volume of a hundred and thirty
pages of large type liberally spaced, with sumptuous mar-
gins, and stout paper. We take it that the contents,
which can bo perused in a couple of hours, comprise three
lectures delivered on many platforms. Thoy are introduced
by a preface, which is another slice from the same joint.
Canon Wilberforce seems terribly in earnest; passion and
rhetoric abound on every page. But he is also terribly
monotonous. He appears to have never heard of logic ; he
scorns the idea of using light and shade ; and we dare say
ho would regard wit and humor as blasphemous. The
result is that his book smells everywhere of tho preacher.
It is as though three of Mr. Stead’s leaders in the Pall
Mall Gazette had been amplified and adorned for the

pulpit.
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The principal person, the Devil the Father, so to speak,
in Canon Wilberforco’'s now Trinity, is Infidelity, and that,
of course, deserves our chief attention ; but beforo wo deal
with it we desire to say a few words on the second and
third persons.

Impurity and Intemperance are very old ovils. Yot if
preaching had any effect on them thoy ought to have
been extinguished long ago. The fact is, howovor, that

sermons roll off tho sinner's soul liko water off a duck’s
and their lives aro

back. Mon are bundles of habits,
determined by their material surroundings, their daily
and tho socioty thoy movo in. Your born

avocations,
preacher feels this despite all his frothy verbiago, nnd you
always find him leaning towards repression. Being on
the wrong tack for a cure, he cries out for a strait-
waistcoat. After all his sermonising, and his grandiose
appeals to conscience, Canon Wilberforco finally trusts to
legislative interference with the liquor traffic to chock in-
temperance, and to similar devices to check impurity.
Young men aro, indeed, advised to road “ Honry Yarley’s
grand Sermon to Mon,” a pamphlet which to our mind is
remarkably like the quack publications sometimes thrust
into young mon’s hands in the street; but somebody, we
presume tho State, is to “ remove that terrible iucontivo to
vice, tho utterly inadequate remuneration for women’s
labor,” and society must by-and-bye resort to “ a searching
censorship over books.” Canon Wilberforco is not preparod
to say that “ all forms of literary fiction aro necossarily
demoralising,” but ho would cxorciso a rigorous sur-
veillance over throe-volume novels. Mr. Stead’s “ Rove-
lations ” aro all right, for they aro animated by a high
moral purposo, and you may circulate detailed accounts of
lewdness if you have a good object. But *“ trashy
inflammatory fiction ” should be sovoroly roprossed by the
strong arm of tho law. What an inconsistent fidgety lot
these pious purists are ! Young ladies may read, for moral
improvomont, how a girl was ravishod in a brothol; but
oh, the dreadful mischief of a novel in which Edwin’s
arm is always creeping round Angelina’s waist!

After this our readors will not bo astonished to loarn
that Canon Wilberforce mistrusts tho “ influence of know-
ledge and refinement.” Naturally ho takes a moro pro-
fessional view, and insists that only the Gospel of Christ
will purify mankind. Ho omits to say whether he refers
to Christ’'s connexion with Mary Magdalen, or to tho mir-
acle at Cana, where he turned a largo quantity of water
into wine after the guests wore already three shoots in tho
wind.

May wo venture to suggest to the shrieking purists that
talking about vice is a quostionablo method of purification ?
The only cure for sensuality is thought. Make men
thinkers, and you not only give them now sources of re-
fined pleasuro, but you consume in cerebration the nervous
energy which might otherwise run riot in sensual excess.

Canon Wilberforco’'s book contains one good sentence,
and it is borrowed from an Atheist. Whon asked at what
age ho would commence a boy’s education, Miraboau re-
plied “ I would begin twenty years before ho is born by
educating his mother.” A splendid saying, well worthy
the fervent genius of tho Titan of tho Revolution. Give
us three generations of Mirabeau’s prescription, and there
would be no need of Wilberforce's sermons.

With respect to Infidelity, Canon Wilberforco allows in
his Profaco that its position in tho Trinity “ may be con-
sidered opon to criticism.” But ho is “ prepared with
abundant proof,” which however he prudently withholds,
that “ the tendency of modern Atheism is directly im-
moral, and that audacity of opinion not infrequently leads

I to atrocity of conduct.” Further on ho advises Christians
I to be charitable to “ infidels.” But this is only a passing
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weakness, for ho soon after asserts that modern science
says Amen to David's statement that “ the fool hath said
in his heart, there is no god.” You cannot expect a priest
to be civil for long. All who differ from him are rogues
or fools.

By cutting two sentences from a book we feel certain
he has never read, Canon Wilberforce seeks to prejudice
Atheism in the public mind. Suppose we cited two of the
most questionable passages in the Bible, without any refe-
rence to the rest of the book ; what a pretty thing Scrip-
ture would appear ! The Elements of Social Science was
written by a man whose purpose was at least as good as
Mr. Stead’s. Whoever takes the trouble to read it through
may, of course, differ from the author, but no one can
doubt his earnestness for human welfare. At any rate,
they are not entitled to cast stones at him who palm
off as the word of God, and put in the hands of little chil-
dren, a book which contains some of the beastliest stories
and most disgusting expressions that ever polluted paper.
Besides, the Elements of Social Science is not adopted by
nny Freethought society ; it merely takes its chance with
other literature on social questions. Mr. Bradlaugh has
recommended it, as Canon Wilberforce remarks, and he
might do so without endorsing all its theories. But
Atheism is not as Christianity. Mr. Bradlaugh is our
President, not our Popo, and he is as much bound by our
rules as the obscurest member. He may recommend
books, but he cannot compilo an Index; and it is only just
to say that he has never attempted to make the Preethought
party responsible for his ecconomical or social views.

But bow is it, if tho book is so vile, and so patronised
by “ the most prominent and aggressive unboliover of the
day,” that Mr, Bradlaugh’s “ audacity * of opinion docs
not lead to “ atrocity ” of conduct ? For years the bigots
have raked up every thing they could against him, and
eked out research with invention. They have done their
dirty worst, and what does it all amount to ? Why, the
solid nett result, to use a phrase of Beatrice, is as much as
you might put on the point of a knife and choko a daw
withal. Whatever Mr. Bradlaugh’s opinions may be,
however false and atrocious, bis life baa been pretty sound.
Can as much bo said of all who have opposed him? Nay,
can it bo said of all the priests of tho religion of
charity who have traduced him? Wo have seen
some of these men brawlers, some thieves, some
forgers, some adulterors, and some guilty of un-
speakable crimes. Yet they wore all nourished on
the pure milk of faith, they livod by expounding the
“ blessed book,” and assuredly they wore not perverted by
any “ audacity of opinion.” Tho fact is religion neither
guarantees nor assists morality. What Shelley said of
Italy is truo everywhere: “ Religion pervades intensely
the whole frame of society, and is, according to tho temper
of tho mind which it inhabits, a passion, a persuasion, an
excuso, a refuge ; never a check.” It is, as he said, “ not
a rule for moral conduct. It lias no necessary connection
with any one virtue.” *

G. W FOOTE.

(To be concluded).

PROTESTANT PERSECUTION.

Dn. Rule, the Wesleyan historian of tho Inquisition»
declares that hideous tribunal to have been peculiarly the
offspring of the Church of Rome. Tho inference often
drawn by modern Protestants that that Church alone has
persecuted is one which, as the most recent number of the
Crimes of Christianity amply shows, is unwarranted by the
facts of history. In Germany, at the time of the Diet of
Spires, when the name of Protestant was first assumed,
the Lutheran princes absolutely prohibited the celebration
of mass within their dominions. To this they were incited
by tho great reformer Luther. Roscoe, in his admirable Life
of Leo X., remarks that Luther set up his own faith with
equal resolution to that with which he had braved tho
authority of the Romish Church, “ but with this difference,
that in the one instance he effected hislpurpose by strenu-
ously insisting on the right of private judgment in matters
of faith, whilst in the othor ho succeeded in laying down

* Prefaco to The Cenci.
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new doctrines, to which ho expected that all those who
espoused his cause should implicitly submit.”*

“ Whilst he was engaged in his opposition to the church of
Rome, he asserted the right of private judgment in matters of
faith with the confidence and courage of a martyr; but no
sooner had he freed his followers from the chains of papal
domination, than he forged others, in many respects equally
intolerable, and it was the employment of his latter years to
counteract the beneficial effects produced by his former labors.” f

Itis simply a fact that in many parts of Germany and
Switzerland the Reformation was established by violence
against the will of the majority of the people. In perse-
cuting the Catholics, which the Protestants did in every
country in which they obtained power, it may be alleged
that they were only retaliating for injuries received, or
protecting themselves against a power professing intole-
rance. For hunting and burning to death Arians and
Anabaptists, as the early Protestants invariably did, there
is no such excuse. In persecuting these heretics the Pro-
testants acted like a bully, who, having been struck by one
bigger than himself, proceeds in turn to kick and cuff
those who are smaller.

All the reformers believed it was the duty of the magis-
trates to punish heresy with the sword, and they stigmatised
as heretics not only those who had other opinions of the Bible,
but those who drew different conclusions as to its teach-
ing from their own. The pious Anabaptists were slaugh-
tered in thousands, and hundreds were tortured and put
to death on charges of heresy for dissenting from infant
baptism.

Pious John Calvin, rejoicing in tho damnation of nino-
tenths of the human race, instituted a veritable Inquisition
at Geneva, which not only prescribed men’s opinions, but
regulated their amusements and the pattern of their
clothes. “ In this politico-religious code,” says a con-
temporary author, “ we find one word everywhere present,
Death. Death for every criminal guilty of treason against
the Deity or of treason against human institutions ; death
to tho son who strikes or curses his father ; death to the adul-
terer ; death to the heretic. And after the word death follows
everywhere with a ferocious irony the name of God.” Calvin
sent flying from Geneva all who presumed to express any
doubts of his theology, and pursued to tho death the poet
James Gruet, who ventured to call him a pope, and the
learned physician Servetus, who questioned his irrational
doctrines.

In England tho Star Chamber and High Commission
Court proved a very good imitation of the Inquisition.
Henry V1I1. persecuted alike tho Papists who did not go
far enough, and tho Protostants who went too far. Far
more Catholics were imprisoned and burnt in the reign of
Elizabeth than Protestants by Sanguinary Queen Mary.
Anti-trinitarians and Arians, as on the continent, wore
burnt alive. Prosbyterians, Quakers and Freethinkers,
through a long series of years, were imprisoned, branded,
scourged and exposed in the pillory. Irish Catholics and
Scottish Covenanters were alike pursued to mountains
and morasses with fire and sword. Presbyterian was as
fierce as Anglican. Knox writing against the Catholics
declared :

“ None provoking the people to idolatry ought to be exempted
from the punishment of death. Tho whole tribes did indeed
execute that sharp judgment against the tribe of Benjamin for
a less offence than idolatry. And the same ought to be done
wheresoever Christ Jesus and his Evangel is received.

Calvin, Beza and Jurieu, all wrote books on tho lawful-
ness of persecution. The murder of Servetus was almost
unanimously applauded by all sections of Protestants.
The treatise of Beza, in which he declares that Castellio
and Socinus, both Rationalists, wore the only men who
opposed the execution of Servetus, was translated into Low
Dutch by tho president of the Synod of Dort, and animated
the Calvinists of Holland to the fiercest persecution of the
Arminians. Tho Protestant dogma of salvation by faith
and tho damnation of tho non-elect provod as powerful
incentives to persecution as the sacerdotalism of Rome.
Lecky says :

“ Persecution among the early Protestants was a distinct and
definite doctrine, digested with elaborate treatises, indissolubly
connected with a large proportion of the received theology,
developed by the most enlightened and far-seeing theologians,
and enforced against the most inoffensive as against the most

* Chapter xxix., p. 23G, Vol. 11.; 1883. t P- 238.
} Knox’s Works, Laing's od., Vol. IV. p. QQ
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formidable jsects. It was the doctrine of the palmiest days of

Protestantism.”

Lecky considers that Protestant persecutions, although
defended quite as pertinaciously by the clergy, were never
so sanguinary as those of the Catholics. A sufficient
reason is that the Rennaissance, which gave birth to Pro-
testantism, also gave birth to Freethought, and revived the
principles of toleration which existed among the Pagans
before the world was cursed with the Christian creed. Prot-
estant persecutions were sanguinary enough both in
England, Ireland and Holland, where the torture of poor
Nanning Koppezoon, as detailed in the Crimes of Christianity,
p. 270, will vie with the worst atrocities of the Inquisition.

J. M. W heeler.

ACID DROPS.

Convocation is supposed to represent the voice of the Church,
but if any one wishes to know the real wants and wishes of the
Church on the subject of Church Reform and listens to Convo-
cation he will he considerably puzzled. The Lower House of
Canterbury, the Lower House of York and the House of Lay-
men have all come to different and discordant conclusions in
regard to the measures of reform proposed by the Archbishop of
Canterbury. There is but oxe thing upon which all the clericals
arc agreed. They want to retain all their national emoluments,
but with greater freedom from State control.

T here was a regular squabble between the Upper and Lower
Houses of Convocation of York, the former passing a resolution
declaring that the latter had been guilty of insubordination for
not considering at once certain proposals that were sent down to
it. The Church Times is very wroth with Archbishop Thomson,
who it declares is showing “ increasing testiness.”

T he real secret of the opposition of the Church Times to the
Archbishop lies in his plain statement that disestablishment
would mean disruption. His Grace's words are sufficiently notable
to preserve. In his opening address he said: “ The President of
one of the largest and most active of our Church societies has
recently declared that if the Church is disestablished, it will be
the duty of those who think with him to endeavor to establish
relations with the Church of Rome. The avowal is manly and
doubtless quite sincere, but it shows how much more disestablish-
ment will mean than some ,of us could have hoped. It means
disruption.”

Lord Halifax, who is supposed to have been alluded to,
denies that any words of his bear the construction the Arch-
bishop put upon them. Be this as it may, thcro is plenty of
evidence that disestablishment would mean disruption. Only
the other day, at a meeting of the English Church Union, Canon
Furso boasted of having said to his Archbishop : “ If your Grace
uses your influence to aid and abet the majority of the House of
Commons in infringing our liberties, all I can say is that we leave
you in your lordly establishment, and we will simply walk out
of it; but that you will not belong to the Catholic Church and
wo shall.”  Those who would walk out into the Catholic Church
if their liberties were infringed would certainly do so if their
salaries were docked.

It is amusing to see the English Church Union complaining that
Church affairs are managed by “ aliens.” One of the speakers
declared : “ Under the irregular conditions existing at the present
moment, the temporal head of the Church might be a Presby-
terian ; the Prime Minister, the nominator to tho bishoprics,
might be a Rationalist or a Unitarian ; tho Lord Chancellor, the
dispenser of Church preferment, might bo a Jew; and half tho
Cabinet might be members of the Liberation Society, and so
might be half the House of Commons.” Ho doubt the State
will give the English Church Union all tho freedom it seeks imme-
diately they relinquish all claim on the national endowments.

T he llev. James Bain, minister of Duthil, Inverness, had tho
Clerk of Sessions and some others up for disturbing him at
night. The evidence showed a strong animus on the sky-pilot's
part against the defendants, and the jury, without retiring, unani-
mously acquitted them.

James Hinsdale, an exceedingly pious tradesman of Bishop
Auckland and a Primitive Methodist local preacher on the cir-
cuit plan has been sent for trial for extensive frauds. Several
of his letters to a femalo accomplice have been published, in
which pious expressions concerning the grace of God and the
love of Jesus were mixed with matter “ unfat for publication.”

Under the heading “ Awful fate of a blasphemer, the (1« of
G W gives a stiff yarn which it says a Mr. Jones of Tredegar
has heard from a brother in Utica, New York State, lhe story
relates that a certain medicine pedlar proposed m an hotel that
they should have an imitation of the Lord’'s supper. |he
company knelt down, and, with beer in one hand and bread in
the other, Hotter began distributing a bit and sup to each.
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When he was half way through, a strange noise was heard, and,
looking up, the men saw “an immense ill-formed and foul
beast, with pointed horns and eyes that Hashed lire.” With
wild yells the men rushed to their homes and Hotter became
a raviDg manaic, dying in the wildest groans and agony,
declaring that he had seen the evil one, and that he was lost.
Why the evil one should have interfered with the blasphemy in-
stead of allowing it to proceed is not clear. Our Welsh friends
must have great faith in the brother of Hr. Jones if they credit
this American story.

T here is a paper published at Bristol bearing the appropriate
name of The Magpie, and full of the smallest talk we ever had
the misfortune to come across. It is evidently conducted by a
pious Tory, for it wonders why “ this without-a-mind Govern-
ment” can permit “ the publication of a filthly (sic) scandalous
print called the Freethinker." The Magpie apparently forgets (but
that is nothing wonderful in such a shallow-pated bird) that a
desperate effort was made to suppress the Freethinker three years
ago without the least success; and we may inform it that arecent
attempt on the part of the Glasgow City Council hasegregiously
failed. Feather-headed Christians are always yearning to sup-
press Freethought, but when they try their hands at the task
they find it a great deal beyond their power. As to the filth in
the Freethinker, it is, of course, easy to find if the reader carries
itin hiseye. We can quite understand how people who lift their
eyes from the dirty parts of the Bible see everything else speckled
with filth.

Parson Flaford, the chaplain of Holloway Gaol, has been
treating his very mixed congregation to some fresh truths,
whether derived from revelation or not we are unable to say,
as the Bible is a big book, and we have no time at present to
read it through again. In a recent sermon the reverend gentle-
man told his hearers that God had permitted them to commit
robberies that they might go to gaol and hear the Gospel
preached. How about those who are not caught? In their cases
it would seem that the Lord has over-reached himself. And
how about the people who are robbed ? Is it fair for the Lord
to levy a hard tax on them to provide Parson Plaford with a
congregation ? Perhaps the chaplain of Holloway Gaol will ex-
plain these matters in his next sermon.

At the London Hiocesan Conference, the Bishop of London
acknowledged that the sale of advowsons is wrong and that it
must be stopped. He said that private patronage of the livings
in the market provided the very worst kind of incumbents, but
the Church as “parliceps crivunis," or sharer in the crime, shoujd
compensate the patrons. A resolution was then agreed to in
favor of abolishing “ next presentations.” Death-bed repent-
ances are not particularly edifying spectacles.

Another subject brought forward was how tho Church, the
“ particeps criminis,” was to evangelise the masses—with its own
corrupt and venal piety, we may suppose. The Church Army
is to rival the Salvation Army, and working men are to go among
the poor and preach to them as “ mates and pals,” instead of
calling them *“ dearly beloved brethren.” Hadn't the parsons
better start catching birds by putting a little salt on their tails?

A rchdeacon Farrar wants to reach the poor who don’t attend
church and chapel by a “ brotherhood of Evangelists,” who are
to live singly, or two by two, as monks of the slums, in poor
rooms in poor streets, in the midst of the poor, whom they will
thus interest in religion. Does the Archdeacon himself volun-
teer ?  Will any of the bishops of Christ come forward to imi-
tate their master and live among the poor as one of them?
Catch them at it. They all know a trick worth two of that.
They live snug and warm in their luxurious palaces, and hire,
with other people’s money, the cheap labor needed for patron-
sing tho poor with tracts and pious advice.

One of the choruses of the oratorio “ Naaman ” is known as
“ The Policeman’s Chorus” owing to tho fact that the words
“ Haste to jSamaria, let us go,” sound, when sung, very much
like “ Haste to some area let us go.”

In the I’eshawur Cemetery, in India, is the following epitaph :
“ Sacred to the memory of the Rev.------ , missionary, aged—,
murdered by his chowkidar. ‘ Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant.””

~A new association which deserves attention has been started at
Edinburgh, and their remarkably candid prospectus was published
in the Weekly Scotsman on Feb. 20. It is entitled an “ Associa-
tion for Aiding Presbyteries in the Inspection of Religious In-
struction.” The promoters are impressed with tho efficient
inspection of schools and the benefits arising from the system of
payment by results, while as to the clergy “ no means exist of
testing their work or even for ascertaining that it is performed.”
They say: “ There seems to be no good reason why, in the case
at least of tho Established Church, which is endowed by the
State, the system of payment by results should not be intro-
duced at once. If the stipends ot ministers were made to depend
on the numbers of souls saved every year ... it can hardly be



84

doubted that they would apply themselves to their work with
much greater energy and persistence.” In other words, “ the
crown that fadeth not away” has lost its attractiveness to the
priests; in their hearts yellow-boys impressed with Coesar's
image reign supreme. What a sweeping charge to make against
the Knights of the Choker and Bands! And yet this godly
association ought to be good judges.

This association will collect subscriptions and appoint as
inspectors a number of superannuated schoolmasters, who will,
without notice, visit the churches in their districts, make a special
return of the numbers of persons of both sexes that sleep in
church, of the numbers of half-day hearers and of proved back-
sliders in each parish. They *“ will make it their business to
ascertain what ministers are doing their duty and what ministers
are failing to stem the Socialistic and infidel quackeries of modern
times. They will be authorised and enjoined to examine the
members of congregations, both orally and in writing, as to their
knowledge of the scriptures and their growth in grace.” It
requires a strong imagination indeed to picture full-grown men
and women being catechised like children in this last quarter of
the nineteenth century. Such an imagination might be able to
conjure up “ the Socialistic and infidel quackeries of modern
times,” if by that is meant the principles and practice of godless
Secularism, for there assuredly there is nothing approaching
quackery. Secularism offers no nostrum like the blood of Christ
to either cure all the ills of life or compensate the sufferer
beyond the grave.

T he operations of the association will first be extended to the
out-of-the-way parishes of Paisley and Pittenweem, conspicuous
only for tkeir bigotry in the cause of the Covenant in the reign
of the Charles’s. They expect subscriptions to flow in rapidly.
We hope they will. Even in priest-ridden Scotland the people
will not long stand such impudence. The more vigorously this
association can push its ideas the more violently will they be
resisted and the more will the interests of unfettered thought bo
advanced.

At the Butcher’'s Annual Breakfast last week at the
Metropolitan Tabernacle, Mr. Spurgeon told the men that he
wanted them to help on matters of temperance and purity.
There was a dreadful stench going up from this city to the
nostrils of the Almighty. He advised them to keep their bodies
pure and clean. Even if they did not serve the Lord he advised
them not to lend themselves to the common filthiness which
polluted the great mass of the manhood of this city. Only
fancy butchers “ serving the Lord.” There would be a “ dread-
ful stench ” if they did. 1t would be a good plan to get rid of
putrid meat. Regarding the treatment of dumb animals,
Spurgeon said he supposed the butchers were a roughish lot,
but he hoped they would be as kind as possible. If the Lamb of
Cod ever got into a butcher’s shop it would stand a very poor
chance. But we can assure Spurgeon that the men whom he
addressed on this occasion are far more merciful, even to dumb
animals, than were the Holy Butchers of the Inquisition.

T he Augustine Congregational Church, Friar Street, ltea ding
is advertised for sale. Although the population of that town has
been greatly increasing, the church accommodation is largely in
excess of the demand.

T he Mcdthusiau for March reports that the Kev. Mr. Dinnis,
of St. Peter’s, East London, said that “ when he had to marry
very young people, he, with the consent of his bishop, purposely
omitted the words ‘ be fruitful and multiply ' from the service.”
The rev. gentleman may satisfy his conscience by the omission of
the clause, and thus, with the consent of his bishop, putting
secular welfare before the ordinances of the Church, but it is
doubtful if “ very young people” about to be married even
notice the omission. The Bev. Mr. JDinnis should obtain his
bishop’s consent to read some extracts from Malthus instead of
the Psalm which says, “ Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine,
thy children as the olive branches.”

At the Homan Catholic Pro-Cathedral, Kensington, they are
still holding requiem masses for the repose of the soul of Car-
dinal Wiseman, who went to purgatory over a dozen jyears ago.
Query—If it takes all this time to pray out the ssul of a car-
dinal, how long will it take for an ordinary mortal? Of course
the explanation is that the masses must be repeated because some
one has left money for that purpose ; but what chance will the
poor devils have tor whom no money for masses has been left?

A CROWDED indignation meeting has been held at Itober*
Town, Liversedge, to protest against the conduct of the Bev
J. W. Mixon in refusing to allow the interment of a Moncom-
formist in his churchyard unless he himself conducted the
burial service.

A number of writers in the Noncomformist and Independent
are challenging the reviewer of that journal for having remarked
that Hr. Matheson, in writing against Evolution, is twenty years
behind his age. One of the writers quotes Hr. Martineau to
the effect that “ this new book of Genesis [Evolution] as i
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removes the tragedy of the Fall, cancels at once the need and
scheme of Kedemption.”

T he Kev. J. M. Wilson, of Clifton College, Bristol, calls the
doctrine of evolution “ the grim, ghoulish, gibbering phantom of
unbelieving savants." What would he think of the retort that his
deity is the grim, ghoulish, gibbering phantom of credulous fools ?

T here has been a conference of ministers at Mildmay Park
Hall on the long-delayed “ ComiDg of the Lord.” As Jesus
ought to have put in an appearance during the lifetime of his
apostles, some gospel-grinders think it about time to inquire
whether he really meant coming at all. Most of the speakers
were of opinion that Jesus intends yet to put in a personal, not
a spiritual, appearance, and to inaugurate the Millenium, but
they are somewhat shaky as to the date when the little event is
to happen. Canon Sherard expressed a conviction that the time
is near at hand. The Record informs us that at the close of his
address “ there was an audible stir, almost a sigh, through the
room, as though men held their breath to listen.” Possibly some
of them expected Jesus to come with a shout into Mildmay Hall,
not knowing the scriptures, how “ Our Own Correspondent” has
got him safe in his diggings at the West-end.

I n the hearing of a divorce suit recently, Dr. Thomas Hart-
ness, in practice at Derby, before being sworn said that he would
only kiss the New Testament under protest. Two prostitutes
had already kissed it, and there was every risk of contagion ;
and he had written an article on the subject which had appeared
in the Lancet.

An ex-Baptist minister drowned himself near Indianopolis the
other day. Even a Baptist may get too much water sometimes,
it appears.

T he Bishop of Lichfield, in his pastoral letter the other day,
tells his clergy that “ they must cease to look upon all Noncon-
formists as enemies.” We hope we do not strain his lordship’s
meaning when we understand this to imply that it has till now
been the habit of the clergy to regard Nonconformists as enemies.
It might be wise to wait and see whether the episcopal injunction
produces any effect before any special gratitude for this benevo-
lence is manifested.

T he handsome Congregational Church at Stone, Staffordshire,
has been burnt down. God has stupidly frozen all the pumps,
and when the fire-engine came he froze that too. In less than
two hours the building was gutted. Why don’t God look after
his own houses ?

God has also been busy freezing or burying in snow enormous
numbers of sheep. Some 8,000 or 10,000 of these harmless
animalB have been thus lost on the Welsh hills this winter. If
God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb, as modern Christians
assure us, why don’'t he look after the perishing Hocks? The
modern bit of pious sentiment about the shorn lamb is quite in
opposition to Bible teaching, for St. Paul asks, “ Doth God care
for oxen?” (1 Cor. ix., 9).

Bev. Dr. Duryea is in favor of Sunday newspapers, lie
says: “ If people won't go to church they must do something,
and a good newspaper is better than a bad book.” Still, if tho
fishing is good, a man can worry through the day very nicely
without either book or newspaper. We don't suppose the
reverend gentleman ever thought of that.

Kissing Games at Sunday-School Entertainments.—The
Christian Million in its editorial columns has the following:
—*“bide by side with the astonishing development of pru-
rient literature there has grown up in Sunday-Schools and tem-
perance societies with a close membership an equally astonishing
development of kissing games. The old-fashioned outdoor kiss-
in-the-ring of school treats, and the equally harmless forfeits
played (and paid) beneath the mistletoe have given place to a
set of kissing games in which teachers and senior scholars indulge
for hours together, and which form the great attraction of many
gatherings. ... It was our painful duty to visit a London
Sabbath-school entertainment where these things were being
carried on from six in the evening till midnight. We protested
verbally, and also by leaving an entertainment where we felt the
presence of God was not being recognised. It began with a can-
can, in which, to an idiotic song and tune, first the upper and
then the lower members of the body were raised and swung
about. After this an hour was spent in ‘Kkissing and hissing.’
Then came the great treat called ‘ the Army.” Marching round
in pairs these Sunday-school teachers went through a drill in
which ‘Present arms ' and ‘ Fire a volley ' meant embracing and
kissing between the sexes. When we state that the male
‘teachers’ knelt down before their partners to embrace them,
and that six‘volleys’ were ordered at once, or that kissing in
that posture was ordered to continue until the word ‘ Halt’ from
the fugleman, the reason of our departure and strong indignant
protest will be evident.”
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SPECIAL NOTICE.

MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, March 14, Hall of Scionco, Old Stroot, London, E.C.; at
11.15, “ Social Utopias at 7, “ Tho Eye of Faith.”

MARCH 21, Loods ; 28, Milton Hall; 29, Battorsea.

APRIL 8, Unitod Radical Club, Hacknoy ; 4, Wigan; 11, Notting-
ham ; 18, Milton Hall; 25, Livorpool; 28, Conference of Association
for Ropoal of tho Blasphemy Laws.

MAY 2, Manchester; 9, Sholliold ; 18, Milton Hall; 23 and 30, Hall
of Scionco, London.

JUNE 6, Oldham; 13, N. S. S. Conforcnco.

CORRESPONDENTS.

Literary communications to bo addrossod to tho Editor, 14 Glorkon-
woll Groon, London, E.O. All businoss communications to Mr.
W. J. Ramsoy, 28 Stonecutter Stroot, London, E.O.

Tho freethinker will bo forwarded, diroct from tho offico, post froo to
any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at tho following
rates, prepaid: — One Year, 0s. 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 3s.; Threo
Months, Is. 7Jd. ’ ’

Scale of Advertisements :(—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; overy succeeding
ton words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—Ono inch, 3s.; Hall
Column, 15s.; ColumD, jElI 10s. Special tonns for repetitions.

J. Helm (Ontario).-—Always and especially glad to hear from any of
our American readers. Thanks for the cutting. Will you favor us
with moro whon you have an opportunity ?

J. Bbotherton.—Many thanks.

U. G. M.—By all means call at our offico whon you como to London.
Wo shall bo glad to soo you. That is a good story of tho sky-pilot.

Anonymous correspondents are onco moro warned that their lotters go
into tho wasto-baskot unanswered. Wo cannot trouble about peoplo
who havo noithor a name nor an address.

L. Ciiamuerlain.—The poem is a good one, but wo hopo you don't
claim it as your own. It was written by Thomas Paine.

R. A. Deitii—In our opinion vaccination is a medical superstition, and
compulsory vaccination a legal iniquity. Wo intend to writo on tho
subject somo day.

F. G. Willat.—OlI course if thcro was no first cause thoro could bo no
second or third causo. But is thero a second or a third causo't
You can only say so when you know thoro is a first. In our opinion,
mattor and force aro eternal; at least we know nothing of a
beginning, and cannot concoivo of an end. Topsy was right in say-
ing “ Specs I growod.” She did grow; and every organised thing
grows too. Making is a term of art; thero is no such thing in
Nature. Wo pass ovor your fooblo attompt at witticism.

C. N. King.—Difficult to mako an 1Acid Drop” of. In ono senso tho
remark is true.

J. Pritchard wishes thoro was a social club in connexion with tho
Livorpool Branch of the N. S. S., and thinks it would induco a good
many young men to join.

J. Horrock.—A Church of England clergyman may occupy a Dis-
sonting. pulpit, but it is illogal for a dissontor to occupy a Church
of England pulpit.

Grievance— Writo to tho sky-pilot forbidding him to enter your
houso in your absence.

A. B. C.— Your suggestion that roaders of this paper should givo
away thoir copies instead of throwing them aside as wasto-papor is
a very good one. If discretion is used as to whom they aro given,
many now subscribers and adhoronts to our causo might bo niado.

S. Rose (Reading) informs us that ho has boon prayod for by the
Salvation Army, but as thoy did not give tho right address tho
Lord went instead to a man next door whom he was unablo to accom-
modate with wings, the man woighing ovor oighteen stono.

Tkutiiseeker (Bormondsoy) calls attention to tho lectures on Seienco
and the Bible, by the Rev. W. W. Howard, Wesleyan Chapel, Groat
Dover Street, S.E. Thanks for scraps.

Argus.—Many thanks for your always wolcomo budget.

J. D. Legget.—Lockyor's Elementary Astronomy, prico 4s. (id., or
Proctors f lowers oj the Sky, 2s. (id., may suit you. Wo aro glad
you appreciate last week’s cartoon.

J. A.—No doubt tho Revised Vorsion is in many rospects an improvo-
provement. Scholarship and textual criticism have advancod since
tho days of James I. But of course thero are great obsouritios in
tho Hebrew of tho Old Tostamont, loading to conjectural transla-
tions ; and tho Now Testamont is made difficult by varying toxts.

Anti-Christian.—Thanks. See “ Acid Drops.”

W. C. Saville.— Shall appear.

J. De Fraine.—Only waiting for room.

G. Payne. (Manchester) writes: “ Your articlo on our Hall will no
doubt do good, and I am glad to say thoro aro signs that tho various
efforts to stir our friends are beginning to toll.”

L. SamtboN, who was referred to in our columns recently as opposing
Mr. H. A. Long at the London Hail of Science, remarks that he is
not tho president of tho Hyde Park Branch, but the chairman of
tho outdoor propaganda. o, .

A, W._ Bible Romances will be bound in cloth ovontually with an index.
Erogress, Vol. V. can be obtained at 28 Stonecuttor Street; price 5s.

Correspondence should reach us not later than iueaday if a reply is
desired in tho current numbor. Otherwise the reply stands ovor
till the following week.

A Catalogue of the Progressive Publishing Company’'s Works can be
obtained at 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

Papers Received.—Liberal—Bridport Nows—Charleston Nows and
Courier__Republican—Malthusian—Auckland Chronicle—Inverness
Courier__Pontypool Free Press—Thinker—Lucifer—Star of Gwvvont
—South Wales Times — Women’s Suffrage Journal — Magpie—
Bladud—Umpire—Liberator—Manchester City News.
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SUGAR PLUMS.

We are happy to state that there is a prospect of a public
debate in London between the Rev. Dr. McCann and Mr. Foote.
The négociations are still pending, but we hope to make a
definite announcement next week.

The Christian Evidence Society's second lecture at the
London Hall of Science was delivered on Thursday, March 4,
by the Rev. Dr. McCann. There was a large attendance.
Dr. McCann had up-hill work in addressing an audience almost
entirely hostile, but he acquitted himself with ability and good
temper. There were many interruptions, but as the lecturer
admitted, none of them were ill-hnumored. It would be better,
however, if the audience would refrain altogether, and let the
discussion commence when the lecture is over. Mr. Greg and
Mr. Mortimer replied to Dr. McCann, and were heartily
applauded. Mr. Greg was extremely courteous, but Mr. Mor-
timer’s criticism was marred by a touch of superciliousness
which deepened onco or twice into something like insult. No
doubt the discourtesy was not intentional, but arose from a
want of self-command in tho heat of discussion. Nothing is
gained by incivilities on the platform, and they are especially
uncalled for when the lecturer is so courteous and good-tempered
as Hr. McCann. Air. Foote made a ten-minutes’ speech, but
lio remarked that a discussion in which so many shared tended
to become desultory and therefore ineffective. Air. Foote
asked Dr. AlcCann whether it would not be better to hold a set
debate on the subject. The reverend gentleman would give
no promise then, but he has reconsidered the matter since as
our readers have seen.

W hite Air. Foote was in Holloway Gaol Air. Gerald Massey
sent him acopy of his Natural Genesis, with a letter stating that
both were doing the Eame work though in different ways. iSince
then Air. Alassey has been lecturing in Australia, New Zealand
and America, and having recently returned to England he has
engaged to deliver a course of ten Sunday afternoon lectures at
St. George’s Hall, Langham Place, London, W. The course will
begin on Alarch 28. The prices of admission are Is., and 6d.
Season tickets for reserved seats, price 10s. 6d., can be had of
Alessrs. Williams and Norgate, 11 Henrietta Street, Covent

Garden.

T he little paper published at the Freethouglit town of Liberal,
Barton Co., Alissouii, lias in commencing its sixth volume put
on a new and improved appearance, and has followed our lead
in putting out a Comic Biblo Sketch illustrating God’'s anger
witU Uzzah for touching his travelling trunk.

Ouu Aladras contemporary the Thinker reprints from our
pages Air. Ball's trenchant reply to tho Catholic priest Father
Lambert.

The Liverpool City Council has resolved, though with the
narrow majority of one, to give free organ recitals in St. George's
Hall on Sunday afternoons. The motion to that effect was
proposed in an able speech by Air. P. 11. Rathboue and seconded
by Alderman Sainueison. It was strenuously opposed by Sir
W. B. Forwood and Air. Whitley, M.P. Alderman Jennings
read a strong letter by the Bishop of Liverpool against the
proposal. Dr. Ryle took a trade view of the ease, and thought
the organ recitals “ would seriously injure all the afternoon
Sunday-schools in the city of Liverpool.” That the motion was
carried in face of all this opposition shows that even Tory
Liverpool is making progress. _

Mr. Ratiibone’'s speech must have been very unpleasant
reading to the clergy. He thought they must havo little belief
in their own teaching if they fancied one hour of music would
ruin the faith of Liverpool. Music was the one thing people
ventured to carry forward into the next world, and “ he did not
think their bishop himself would dare to say, however much
he might think so, that it would be an addition to the happiness
of heaven that he should be called upon to say a few words to
the assembled angels in the intervals of their songs.” lu con-
clusion he expressed his belief that the ministers took a
professional view of Sunday, and that rather than let it pass out
of their hands they would hand it over to the Devil.

In his treatise on the Anthropoid Apes (reviewed by Dr. Avc-
ling in the Alarch number of Progress), Professor Hartmann tells
a touching story of a monkey which belonged to the Zoological
Gardens at Dresden. Aiafuca, as she was named, was a per-
sonage of polite manners. She would blow her nose witii a
handkerchief, put on her own boots, wring out her own linen,
steal keys and open locks. She had a cup of tea every morning
and one of cocoa every evening, and at any time would fill her
own cup or tumbler without spilling a drop. Her death was
quite pathetic. After some years' experience of the Dresden
climate, she showed symptoms of consumption ; and, if unable
to realise the progress oi the disease, she was quite conscious
when it was drawing to a close. She would scarcely allow her
friend, Dr. Schopf, who nursed her throughout her illness, to
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leave her sight. When the end approached, feeling her forces
ebbing, she threw her arms round his neck, kissing him repeatedly,
held out her hand to grasp his, and fell back lifeless.

T he agitation against extraordinary tithes continues to grow
in Kent. The farmers round Smarden have held an indignation
meeting protesting against the severe sentence passed on Mr.
Cooper, a farmer, for participating in the assault on the auc-
tioneer who conducted the sale of parsons’ plunder at Bidden-
ham. A memorial was sent on to the Home Secretary. Even
a local Conservative Association passed a resolution declaring
that Parliament ought to attend to the matter.

T he Freethinker goes all over the world where the English
language is spoken. One of our readers sends us an extract
from a letter from his brother out in Queensland, to whom he
sends a copy of this journal every week: “ 1 thank you very
much for the Freethinker. | lend it, and it is doing a great
amount of eye-opening.” This is good news indeed.

In taking up the subject of the “ Evolution of Theology,” in
the current number of the Nineteenth Century, Professor Huxley
proves he isas much at home in that department of anthropology
as he is in all that concerns the human structure. He is simply
a better theologian than the theologians, for he understands
the worth of evidence and has the key to the present position of
theology from a knowledge of its growths in the past. We
intend to review Professor Huxley's papers when they arc
fiuisted, and in the meantime direct attention to the first instal-
ment, which shows, mainly from the story of Saul and the witch
of Endor, how similar was the belief of the Jews of the eleventh
and twelfth centuries B.c. to the primitive ghost theory which is
found at the root of all early theologies.

In the Fortnightly Review Mr. G. J. Romanes reviews “ Mr.
Mivart on the Rights of Reason,” contending for the absoluto
agnosticism of science, and overthrowing Mr. Mivart's attempt to
lug in a deity in order to explain instinct.

BIBLE DRAGONS.—II11I.
The remarkable dragon is one of the principal per-
formers in the book of Revelation, and is of course the

Devil himself. He first appears in heaven as the “ great
red dragon,” a very ungentlemanly monster who persists
in annoying the “ woman clothed with the sun” (Rev. xii.)
He has * seven heads and ten horns; and seven crowns
upon his heads.” His tail is so extensive and powerful
that it “ drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and
did cast them to the earth.” The thickly-studded milky
way evidently was a part of the sky not swept by this
tremendous “ narrative," which was probably the biggest
tail on record. But wc learn that presently “ there was
war in heaven : Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels. And
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent called the
Devil, and Satan, which deceivcth the whole world : he
was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him.” After this the “ dragon” or “ serpent” “ cast
out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he
might cause her to be carried away of the flood.” But
the inanimate globe was tender-hearted and took com-
passion on the poor persecuted lady crowned with ten stars
and clothed with the sun. “ The earth helped the woman,
and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the
flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.” Bailled
in his ungallant attempt to drown the lady and devour her
baby, the great seven-headed dragon deputes power and
authority to a beast like a leopard which rises out of the
sea and copies the dragon its master in likewise having
seven heads and ten horns. It differs from the dragon,
however, in wearing ten crowns upon its ten horns instead
of seven crowns upon its seven heads. The dragon and
the beast are then straightway worshipped and glorified by
all the world (Rev. xiii., 3, 4). After a while this sublime
revelation depicts to us frogs jumping “ out of the mouth of
the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet” (Rev. xvi., 13). These
are “ unclean spirits,” the *“ spirits of devils working
miracles.” Finally, after the beast and the false prophet
have been “ cast alivo into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone,” an angel comes down from heaven, having the
key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand,
and without any apparent fighting”or resistance, ho lays
hold on the poor old dragon, and Jainds him fast for a
thousand years. At the end of this time his fate will be
cremation without ever being cremated into ashes.
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As dragons are now scouted as fabulous, the Revisers en-
deavor to expunge them from God’s word, as if we moderns
knew better than the Omniscient. They tell us the original
Hebrew means “ howling monsters” or *“ sea-monsters."
But what did God mean ? Did he intend to speak of
dragons, jackals, adders, serpents, howling creatures, great
whales, sea-monsters, many-headed leviathans, water-spouts,
crocodiles, fire-breathing monsters, or of something else
yet to be discovered by the abler Revisers of the future ?
What a blunderer he must be to express himself with such
uncertainty. And when will the revision of his blunders
end ? With a little more revision of so faulty and untrust-
worthy a revelation we shall find that cherubims arc
humming birds and angels only policemen, just as Elijah’s
ravens will be wandering Arabs and the “ mules” of
Genesis xxxvi., 24, have become “ hot springs.” Witches
and wizards will only be poisoners or fortune-tellers.
Biblical devils will be modernised into wicked men or evil
thoughts. The talking serpent that tempted Eve will be
an insinuating gorilla, or a cultured chimpanzee, or an
anthropoid masher of some extinct species. Hell will
merely be a hole or grave, and the fire will only
be the slow combustion which, as a chemical fact,
gradually effects the oxidation of the carbon compounds
composing the softer portions of the body. The Holy
Ghost will be a hale or healthy or wholesome gust
(for the words are etymologically identical, and the Ghost
himself is but “ breath” in the original Greek of the
gospels) ; and this wholesome gust or pleasant breeze will
indicate the value of thorough ventilation, while baptism
will only show the corresponding necessity of cleanliness.
By degrees the superstition of the Bible would thus be
revised into scientific teaching if only the game lasted long
enough. But people will give up the discredited Bible long
before this, and when there is neither money nor fame to
be gained, the bungling Revelation from heaven will be
treated just as any other ancient book. Its flagrant errors
will be acknowledged and its immoralities will be con-
demned, and will no longer be made a means of enslaving
men’s minds and robbing us of cash and liberty.

W. P. Ball.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
LONDON, March 8, 1886.

I am glad to inform you of having succeeded in getting Jesus
away from Paris, as the life there was demoralising him, for he
still considers the daughters of men arc fair; so under promise
of keeping up the incognito, he at last tore himself away from the
gay and festive capital, consenting to take up his quarters at my
diggings. The chief reason for his decision was his having heard
the interviewers were on his track. My excuse for not present-
ing Jesus at your office yet is that he is so afraid the Joo Parkers
and Booths will pounce on him. We therefore arrived late on
Saturday in London, and he begged me to save him as much as
plossible from England’s terrible Sunday—that fearful day of
gloom.

He seems a very sociable fellow, and nursed the youngest
child of “ Your Own Correspondent,” to the entire satisfaction of
Mrs. Own Correspondent, using such cabalistic phrases as
“ Ketcher, Ketcher,” etc., a la Tilly Slowboy.

After a hand at cards, conversation naturally took place:

“ How's John the Presbyter getting on ?”

“ Oh!” answered Jesus, “ poor chap, he's in the heavenly
Bedlam. That lady clothed with the stars was too tall for him.
He spends his time mostly in playing “ hop skotch ” and marbles
with the juvenile cherubims; and as for poor Ezekiel—well! his
costume consists mostly of a straight waistcoat.”

“ How about the chap that went up in a fiery chariot V'

* His case,” said Jesus, “ was a sad one. He’s in the museum
as an incinerated mummy, and Jahveh has utilised his omnibus
by running it as a twopenny tramcar. Judas Iscariot applied
for the place of conductor, but ‘ was declined with thanks.” He
would be sure to manipulate the ticket-puncher.”

It was very amusing to see Jesus, after ho had retired to his
room, attending to his pedal extremities, not having been used
to our modern boots. He borrowed a razor and commenced trim-
ming hiB corns.

“ Ah1” said Jesus, “ | once attended to some one else’s corn
on the Sabbath. Now I have to attend to my own, thanks to these
infernal boots.”

On Monday | took him to the Globe j he was highly amused
with the Private Secretary ; but Tuesday at Old Drury delighted
him most. The clown’s tricks he watched with high glee, and
especially his stage walk. 1 found him privately trying to do
the outside edge, bowing his legs, and really imitating Payne
very well—so well, in fact, that, should he take to the stage, he
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would make a better clown than tragic actor. | was in doubt
what to get for his sustenance, having read he had a penchant for
broiled fish and honeycomb. When that fare was mentioned to
him he grasped his throat in agony and asked if | thought him
mad.

“ No !” said Jesus. “ Let us have pork—pork, with sage and
onions, not forgetting the apple-sauce—if it suits your family,
that's about my fighting weight.”

He’s rather jocular, and his language at present rather slangy.
Ho knows it, noor fellow, and attributes it to all the intellectual
fry going to Hades. The highest intellect in heaven is about on
a par with Dr. Kinns. »

My means are, as you know, too limited to engage a “ buttons,’
so Jesus kindly volunteered to black his own boots. He seems
terribly annoyed at being woke up of a nightby slight love pas-
sages between the neighbors’ cats, and has expended neally all
the portable effects in his room as missiles to pelt the pussies—
it's rather ludicrous to see Jesus in scanty attire, window open,
and boot in hand, taking steady aim.

The cold seems to affect him severely. Even in bed | noticed
his knees were drawn up to his chin. He says this continued
cold is_because those larrikins up above have been fooling with
therswitch-board and touched the wrong lever. He won't wear
a nightcap, and Mrs. Own Correspondent tells me he must have
his hair cut, or the washing-bill will spell “ ruin” in the matter
of pillow slips. | notice also there is still a little of the Jew
about him, as he has had an altercation with the laundryman
concerning his shirts; it finished, I think, by his spinning the
proverbial coin and asking the man to speculate double or quits
on the obverse or reverse.

Jesus has read your Crimes of Christianity, and the description
of the Inquisition so horrified him that he has serious intentions
of renouncing the “ old gevser,” as he calls his father, and
becoming a member of the National Secular Society. The only
question that prevents him giving a definite answer is what his
mother will do up above without him. He thinks if he could
persuade her to come down here, the old lady and himself could
arrange a lecturing tour in the provinces. | think it possible to
get him a respectable situation for the present as waiter, and,
after showing him how to get his own living, might induce him
to contribute an article or two to the Freethinker.

THE STARVATION AND TEMPTATION OF CHRTST-

Ai,1 good Christians are now commemorating the starvation and
temptation of our blessed Savior by nutting themselves on half-
rations and doing a little extra praying. But there are such a
few individuals coming under that category that other folks—
especially the unemployed—receive no benefit from the keeping
of Lent. If the majority of the British people were true Chris-
tians, what an enormous amount of spare food there would be
for those who are, much against their will, compelled to closely
imitate Christ's starvation performance.

The reason for this half-hearted keeping of Lent is because
people begin to doubt if Christ ever fasted at all; they therefore
put themselves to very little discomfort. They are unconsciously
becoming sceptical, and know as well as we do that it is impos-
sible for a man to exist for forty days and forty nights without
food, or they must have known that if this man was really God,
who is supposed to be omnipotent, it was not a very wonderful
performance, because it would make no difference to him if he
fasted until doomsday.

It is supposed by some persons that Moses fasted forty days
and forty nights when he was with the Lord writing the Ten
Commandments, but the Bible only says that during that time
“ he did neither eat bread nor drink water.” The artful
beggar may have turned his nose up at such paltry diet as
“ bread and water,” and gone in for something more dainty. If
Moses really went without food all that time he must have been
a living skeleton when he came amongst the people again ; and
we suppose Christ cut a similar figure after a similar performance.

It says in St. Matthew’s gospel that Jesus after starving him-
self for nearly six weeks, was hungry. Well that is surprising,
but what is still more surprising is that the Devil was able to
recognise him after that severe strain on his constitution. But
such” was the case. And when the Devil found out who he
was he desired to test his qualification for being a member of
the Holy Trinity. Seeing that Jesus looked rather thin and
hungry he said to him, “ If thou be the Son of God, command
thaUhese stones be made bread.” But Jesus couldn’t see the
joke of this ; he thought he ought to have something better
than bread after waiting all this while, and therefore refused to
comply with the Devil’'s humble request, remarking that “ man
shall not live by bread alone.” Yet there are plenty of poor
wretches who get very little else. Perhaps the Devil was only
the foreman of a stoneyard, and wanted him to turn the stones
into bread by breaking them. It was merely a figure of speech.

Seem" that Christ was a little above that sort of work the
Devil took him up “ into an exceeding high mountain.  Jesus
was very thin, as before stated, so it was easy work to give
him a “ flying angel” to the top. Then the Devil “ showed
unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment ot time.
That was a wonderful performance—it licked Christs starving
trick into fits. 1lo showed [him both [sides of the globe at
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once. But why did he want to take him up into a high
mountain for that purpose ? He could have shown Christ “ all
the kingdoms of the world ” almost as well if he had put him in
a sand-pit—or in a railway-tunnel if there had been one—in
fact he might have made one for the occasion.

And when the Devil had shown Jesus all the kingdoms, he
offered him the whole lot if ho would fall down and worship him.
But Jesus couldn’t see it. He knew they didn't belong to the
artful old Devil, so ho firmly resisted that tempting offer, and
politely told him to take a back seat. Jesus is next brought by
the Devil to Jerusalem and fixed on a pinnacle of the temple.
Mustn’'t the Jews have stared to see the Devil and Christ’s skele-
ton floating over the housetops to their destination. From these
comfortable quarters Satan wanted Jesus to throw himself off
just to show him that he was'the Son of God, and telling him
that angels will be on the look out to prevent him grazing his
bones against the building—in case the Jews might bring an
action for damages. But Jesus couldn't see the force of his
companion’s argument, and stoutly refused to obey him. Then
we are told the Devil left him. What a shame to leave poor
Jesus in such a predicament—stuck on a pinnacle of the temple.
We wonder how he got down. Perhaps this is only a mistake,
because in Matthew’s Gospel he is taken to the pinnacle of the
temple before his excursion to the top of the mountain. Let us
hope this latter is the correct version as it would be far easier
for poor Jesus to descend from a mountain than from the) top of
a church spire. What a pity God, when he wrote his Bible,
forgot which place the Devil took his Son to first, asgood Chris-
tians are left in wonder and deep concern as to how their Savior
fared. Yetwe doubt whether it would have been of much con-
sequence if God had entirely forgotten the miserable farce.
People will no longer be bamboozled bv such nonsense as is
attached to this and other Gospel yarns. There isnot one person
in a thousand who really believes in the starvation and temp-
tation of Jesus Christ, and the proof of this disbelief is demon-
strated by the absence of voluntary fasting during Lent on the
part of the general public. Scoffer.

FERGUSON DEFENCE FUND.

There is still a considerable deficit to bo mot, and we trust
our readers will not fail to subscribe the necessary amount.
Mr. Robert Wallace, the Secretary of the Glasgow Com-
mittee informs us that auditors were appointed last Sunday
to examine the accounts and propare a balance-sheet. Mr.
Ferguson’s photograph is being taken and will shortly be
on sale for his benefit. The prico will bo duly advortised.

The following additional subscriptions have been received :—
M. A, £1; 11. G. Martin, 5s.; J. C. S. llanham, £1; A.
Smith, Is.

The Glasgow Committee wish us to acknowledge the follow-
ing:—Per Mr. Forguson : J. Colquhoun, 10s.; W. Robertson,
2s.; J. Crabtree, 10s.: Defeusor Fidei, 2s.; O. A., Gd.; R.
G., 5s. Per Mr. Nicholson, from frieuds in Edinburgh, 19s. 5d.
1. Croughan, Is. ; W. A. Fytherlcigh (Devon), 2s.

REVIEWS.

Papers for the Times. March. Loudon: Foulger and Co.—
This magazine is well printed and tastefully got up. The articles
are thoughtful and suggestive. Perhaps the most interesting in
the present number is a notice of the Dial, which Emerson
edited over forty years ago.

The Church Reformer. March. London: W. Reeves.—Mr.
Headlands paper sustains its interest and continues its attack on
public grievances. AVe do not gather, however, that Christian
Socialism is particularly flourishing.

Women's Suffrage Journal. March.
present number does not call for special notice.
should try to make her paper more interesting.
of a dry chronicle.

Trubner and Co.__The
Miss Becker
It is too much

A settler in a Welsh colony m South America sends a letter
which has been published in the Manchester City News. It con-
tains one of the best missionary stories we have read for some
time. One of the Indian chiefs was dying, and a Spanish priest
was sent for to administer consolation. 1'he writer was asked to
interpret between them, and thus describes the conversation :—
Chief: “ To what sort of a country do the Christians go after

death?" Priest: “ Into a noble country.” C.: “Is there sufli-,
cient pasture for all cattle?” P.; “ There is plenty.” C.:
“ Have they plenty of guano and of ostriches there?” P .: “ Any
amount.” C.: “ Are there lions in that place?" *“ Yes, mil-
lions.” “ Are they able to hunt aud catch the lions?” *“ Only
those who die good Christians can catch the lions.” Chief

(stooping down to the visitor, in a very low voice) : “ Have they
got brandy there?” P.: “ Brandy ! yes, without any end.”
Chief (falling back on his pillow) : “ I dio a Christian.”
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PROFANE JOKES,

“ 1 can't account for the small attendance
at Church on Sundays,” remarked Parson
Jones. “ Neither can I,” remarked Foerg, with
his customary frankness. “ 1 went a fow
Sundays ago, and | couldn't see anything to
attract the small attendance | saw there.”

Nice young man (lecturing to a Sunday-
school) : “ Now, is there any little boy or little
pirl who would like to ask any questions ?
Well, little hoy, I see your hand ; you needn’t
snap your fingers. What question would you
like to ask?” Small Boy: “ How much
elonger is this jawin’ goin’ to last ?”

When the christening party duly waits at
the font, how needful it is to he quite sure of
the sex and the name of the infant. My friend
H------ forgetting to ask, and assuming, |
suppose, from its lusty cries that the child
was a boy, proceeded with the service as
written, when he was somewhat discomfited
by a buxom lass with, “ Please, sir, he's a
she.”

Jones : “ | am shocked, Mr. Smith, to find
that you keep your cigar shop open on
Sunday.” Smith: “ You mako a mistake, sir.
I am a strict church-member, and never go
near tho shop on Sunday.” Jones: “ But it
in open.” Smith: “ Possibly it is. You see,
my partner is a Hebrew and he worships on
Saturday, tho Hebrew Sabbath, and never
goes near tho shop on that day. Ho natu-
rally considers Sunday tho beginning of tho
Recular week. There is no moral objection to
that, is thero ?” Jones: “ Probably not; but
tho shop is open on Saturday, too.” Smith
“ Of course ; | attend to things then.”

THE FREETHINKER'S

COMIC BIBLE

Comic Sketches, Part 1
Comic Sketches Partl1..
Part I11. in preparation.

Each part contains 48 pages of illustrations on spo-
ol«! paper, stitched in a handsome wrapper. The col-
lection includes all the illustrations for which Sir
lienry Tyler unsuccessfully prosecuted Messrs. Br«d-
Inneh, Foote and Ramsey. It is a perennial source
of amusement, and Freethinkers should put it into tho
hands of their children as an antidote to the Oh'is-
tian poison they may imbibe at school or elsewhere.

Raising the Devil.

DY THE
REV. ROBERT TAYLOR
(Devil's Chaplain).
Imfrisoned Blasphemy.
Price Twopence.

MISTAKES OF MOSES.
By R. G. INGERSOLL.

Tho only Complete Edition published in
England ; faithfully reprinted from tho
Author’s American Edition.  Accurate ns
Colenso and fasoinating as a novel. Destined
to hold a permanent placo in Froothought
literaturo.
wirri a brief

INTRODUCTION by G. W. FOOTE

Twice for

A Handsome Volume of 136 pp.
Paper Covers, Is. .Bound in Cloth, Is. 6d.

Bible Contradictions.
Being Part I. of a
BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND
INQUIRING OHUISTIANS.
EDITED BY
G. W. Foote and W, P. Ball,
WITH A
Special Introduction by G. W. Foote.
STITCHED IN WRAPPER.

PBICE IPFOTIHIEIEIsrolE
THIRD EDITION!!

Randolph Churchill:

THE

Woodstock Bantam.
By G. W. FOOTE.

Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
Stitched in Neat Wrapper.

“ Ascathing commentary on several salient features
in the career of the member for Woodstock.”—Peoples
Journal (Dundee).

“ We recommend the pamphlet to all who wish to
become acquainted with the true character of the
leader of the Tory Democracy.”— Democrat..

A D3.athing satire,"—Reynolds' Newspaper.

The Freethinker.

i NOW BEADY.
Prisoner for

Blasphemy.

By G. W. FOOTE.

A volume which every Freethinker will prize,
anti which will he invaluable to the future
historian of our age.

Preface on the Blasphemy Laws, discussing
tho views of Lord Coleridge, Sir James
Stephen, Judge North, Dr. Blake Odgers,
and others.

Chapter 1.—The Storm Brewing.
» 2.—Our First Summons.
» 3.—Mr. Bradlaugh Included.
» 4.—Our Indictment.
» 5 —Another Prosecution.
" (.—Preparing for Trial.
» 7.—At the OId Bailey.
" 8.—Newgate.
» 9.—Tho Second Trial.
» 10.—" Black Maria.”
. 11.—Holloway Gaol.
» 12.—Prison Life.
. 13.—Parson Plaford.
» 14.—The Third Trial.
» 15.—Loss and Gain.
. 16—A Long Night.
17.—Daylight.)
Cheap Ed|t|on in Paper Covers
Superior Edition, in Cloth...............

NOW READY.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST.

A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS ON

Inman Evolution, Oriental Religions, and
European Customs anti Superstitions.
BY

J., M. WHEELER.
With an Introduction by G. IP. FOOTE.

In Paper Wrapper, Is
Bound in Limp Cloth, Is. 4d.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter Street.

GRIMES OF
CHRISTIANITY,

BY
G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler.

In parts of 16 pp. Prico Ono Ponny oach :—
I. Christ to Constantino—I1l. Constantine to
Jovian — I1l. Athanasius to Hypatia —
1V. Monkery—V. Pious Frauds—VI. Pious
Frauds (concluded)—VIIl. Tho Riso of tho
Papacy—VIIIl. Tho Crimos of tho Popos—
1X. Ignorance, Vicos and Quarrels of tho
Early Clergy—X. Tho Jow Hunt—XI. Tho
Jew Hunt (concluded) —XI11. Tho Crusades.

—XI1Il. Tho Crusades (concluded)—XIV.
Witchcraft—XV. Tho Inquisition — XVI.
Tho Inquisition (concluded)—XVIIl. Pro-
testant Persecutions in Eut opo.

Ready Next Week.
Part XVIII.—CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.

The succeeding parts will be issuod at inter-
vals of afortnight.

“ Shows Christianity to be the greatest criminal
tho earth has been cumbered with.”—Ironclad Age.

‘ The two authors of this book (which is well des-
cribed by the title) are doing a good work in England
in exposing the prevailing religion. In this book new
cases of Christian cruelty are unearthed and now
authors cited as authorities. We wish every English-
realling ChriBtian could have a copy.”—New York
Truthseeker.

“ A most usoful addition
library.”—National Reformer.

‘““The evidence against the culprit, Christianity,
is led with forensic skill.”—Secular Review.

“ The brochure now before us is a most serviceable
and effective compendium of the overwhelming his-
toric testimony against tho Christian Church from
its origin to the Dark Ages. ., . The bulk of tho
work is beyond cavil; and if it he complained that
the spirit of the writers is too determinedly hostile to
Christianity, the answer is that they always speak
from cited evidence.”—Our Corner.

to tho Freethought

VOL. 1., including Parts I. to IX.
Price One Shilling.
144 pp. Bound in handsome wrapper.

Progressive Publishing Oo.. 28 Stonecutter St.

TO FREETHINKERS, Etc.

A Trial Solicited. Best Style, Fit and Value.

TAILOR, 14 Gt. Castle Street, W.

a few.doors from regent circus.

[March 14. 1886.

Ball’'s Pond Secular Hall,

3G Newington Green Road, N.
SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES.

March 14.—Mr. Rottert Forder, at 11.30.

Subject: “ Political Humbug."

March 14—Mrs. Annie Besant, at 7.30.
Subject: “ Tho Crimos of tho Church of
England.”

Mr. Eyre's String Band Every Sunday Evening at 7.

Price Sixpence.

P ROGRESS

A Monthly Magazine,
Edited by G. W. FOOTE.
The MARCH NUMBER contalns-
SIr Charles Dilke. By G. W. Foote.
The Best Hundred Books. By S. Britton.
Whited Sepulchres. (A Poem.) By E. V. Ward.
Flaubert's “ Temptatlon)of Saint Anthony.” By

James Thomson (ILV
Energy—The Known.
American _Humorists:

Standring.

By a Graduate.
Bret Harte. By George
A Radical Reply to “ The Irish Question "—(con,
eluded). By John M. Harvey.
Rain at Night. (A Poem.) By Tristram.
Anthropoid Apes. By Edward Aveltng.

Tire Origin of Morality—(concluded). By Arthur
Hickmott.
John Toland. By .1 M. Whoolor.

Reviews, Gossip, etc.

A New Pamphlet by a New Author.
Prico 3d., post froo, 4d.
ORIGIN OF THE GENESIS STORY OF

The Creation and Fall of Man.

Being Arguments and Arctueological Facts'in Refuta-
tion of its Alleged Divinely-Inspired Source.

By HENRY DAY.
London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet St.

JUST OUT. 1«pages. ONE PENNY.
By ARTHUR B. MOSS.

MAN & THE LOWER ANIMALS.

The Freethinker says: “ A good summary
of tho question of man’'s relationship to tho
lowor animals. Tho quotations from Darwin,
Owen, Bastian and Biichnor aro wollchoson;
and tho pamphlet may bo road with ndvantago
by those who have not access to largor works
or loisuro to study thorn.”

RUBBER STAMPS.

National Socular Society Mono-

Gram .. 10
Any two-letter Monogram . 10
Name in full ... 1 4

Postage to any part of England
2d. extra. Agents Wantod.

IRETON AND CO.

92 Graoeohuroh St., E.O.

'PRICKS WITH CARDS.—How to Perform noarly
L a Hundred Tricks with an Ordinary Pack of
Playing Cards. Post free eight stamps.—W. Victor
Jones, Smethwick, Staffs.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.

Are acknowledged to be the best Family Medicine In
the World by the many thousand* that are using them
in preference to all other*. It ia almost impossible to
enumerate in an advertisement what they are good
for; it would take up too much of your time to read
it, and after you haa read it you might say It wa*
only advertising puff; but I ask One Trial of th*
LIVER PILLS*; if not better than any you have triod
before, | cannot expect a continuance of your custom.
I recommend them for Indigestion, Loss of Appe-
tite, Dizziness, Biliousness, Costivenksb,
Nervousness. Palpitation of the Heart, Piles,
Etc., all of which are, in many cases, caused by the
Liver being inactive, or wbat we call a sluggish Liver.
Try aome of the LIVER PILLS as soon as you can,
as they are Pure Herb Pills, and may be used at
any time by anyone without any change of diet or
danger of taking cold. Prepared only by Qborgh
Thwaites, 2 Church Row, Stockton-on-Tees. bold
at Is. 131 and 2a 9d per box, or by post for 15 or Il
Penny Stamps. A Price List of Herbs free.

rpEETH, 2s. Gd. each, on vulcanite; upper or lower
A set, £1. Becbl quality, on vulcanite, 4s. a tooth,
upper or lower set, £2 No extras. Completed Id
four hours when required. Best teeth on Platinum,
7s. 6d. each; on 18-carat gold, 15s. Painle*8 ex-
traction daily with gas, 6s.; without, la.; »topping,
2s. Cd—MR. STANTON, R.D., 128 Strand, London
Hours nine to eight

T WORSTER, Wine and SpiritMkrohant. “ Dukt
** « of Ormand ’ Princes Street, Westminster,
The “ National Reformer,” “ Freethinker.” aad
other Freethought journals at the bar.

Printod and Published by (1. W. Footr, at 28 Stone-
cutter Stroot, Farringdon Street, London, E.O.



