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iiTHE PROMISED LAND.
tl And Moses went up from theplains of JVbah unto the mountain of Neho, to the top o f Pisgah, that is over against Jericho.

And

the Lord shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan."—Deut. Xxxiv., 1.

THE BIBLE AND YOUNG GIRLS.

T he Pall Mall Gazelle continues to print extracts from the
religious papers in approval of its revelations. Every little
Christian journal is quoted, but there is no space for a line
of the article in last week’s Freethinker. Mr. Stead is hob-
nobbing with Bishops, and hand in glove with General
Booth ; and, of course, it would never do to insert an ex-
tract from an article that charges Christianity and its
ministers with being responsible for nine-tenths of our
social evils. But we are not to be deterred from our duty
by the silence of the Pall Mall Gazette now, any more than
we were frightened when it joined in the chorus of bigotry
at the time of our prosecution. We recur to the subject
this week, with the intention of showing that the Christian
preachers who denounce the abominable debauchery of
young girls, are the grossest hypocrites, when, at the same
time, they place the Bible in the hands of English maidens,
and tell them to study it as the Word of God.

207.]

In the Revised Bible, an attempt has been made to tone
down the indecencies of the holy volume. That fact serves
to show how right those Freethinkers are who have pro-
tested that the Bible is a dirty book. How can it be
expected that young people will grow up pure-minded, when
they are enjoined to study night and day, in season and out
of season, such a questionable work as the Old Testament ?
After pondering the fact that God ordained the con-
tinuance of the human race through the crime of incest;
after reading the adventures of Lot with his daughters,
of Judah with Tamar, and of Absalom with his father's
concubines; after perusing the filthy story of the angels
in Sodom, and of the Levite's mistress; after making
acquaintance with the Lord’'s wanton paramours, Aholah
and Aholibah, in the twenty-third of Ezekiel; after learn-
ing how the Lord commanded Hosea to marry a publio
prostitute ; after mastering the contents of the Song of
Solomon, where a lover lusciously describes the most secret
charms of his mistress, and passionately celebrates the
rapture of their intercourse; after all this, who but a
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dullard or an ignoramus would expect our children to
retain their natural modesty ?

Let every man lay his hand on his heart and say
honestly whether, in his youth, reading the Bible did not
set his mind on trains of thought to which he should have
remained a stranger. We are prepared to assert that
thousands of children receive from the Bible their first
knowledge of impurity, and their first promptings of
lasciviousness. The subject is one that cannot be further
dealt with here ; but we appeal to everyone who remem-
bers his own childhood, or has had much to do with the
training of young people, to decide whether we are right
or wrong.

But something worse remains. The Pall Mall Gazette
and the clergy are denouncing the “ Maiden Tribute of
Modern Babylon.” Very good ; but why not denounce the
Maiden Tribute of Ancient Israel ? Through the lips of
Moses, the Bible God ordered the Jews to seize and violate
the maidens of Midian. Turn to the thirty-first of Numbers
and read:

“ Now, therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and
kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him.
But all the women children, that have not known a man by
lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.”

“ Here,” wrote Thomas Paine in the “ Age of Reason,”
is an order to butcher the boys, to massacre the mothers,
and debauch the daughters.” Thirty-two thousand of these
poor girls were handed over, by God's command, to the
lust of the Jews. Bishop Watson, in replying to Paine,
defends the slaughter of the males, on the ground that

the young men might have become dangerous avengers
of what they would esteem their country’'s wrongs a
principle that justifies the extermination of every conquered
people. But he denies that the girls were, as Paine said,
“ consigned to debauchery.” They were not, he maintains,
“ reserved for the purposes of debauchery, but of slavery.”
Really, it would be both in such an age. Paine was a
little less than right, and Bishop Watson a little more
than wrong. $

One in every fifty of those Midianitish maidens was
given “ unto the Levites, which kept the charge of the
tabernacle of the Lord." That is, the priests took six
hundred and forty as their share of the “ Maiden Tribute.”
God’s ministers have always been sharp after such spoil.
After the fall of Khartoum, for instance, the Mahdi took
the first choice of female captives, and then the DervisheB
picked their share, after which the remnant was handed
over to the Arab army.

The Lord himself had thirty-two virgins as his share.
AVhat became of them, who can tell ? They may have
become slave-prostitutes in the temple ; they may have
been roasted as a burnt-offering to the Lord ; or they may,
have fallen a prey to the high priests. No doubt they
were carefully selected for their youth and beauty, points
in which the sky-pilots have always been noted con-
noisseurs.

Now, we ask any candid Englishman whether it is not
hypocrisy to palm off this story as God’'s word, and at the
same time to denounce similar things to-day; or whether,
if it be right to denounce the Maiden Tribute of Modern
Babylon, it can also be right to defend the Maiden Tribute
of Ancient Israel. We also ask whether a book, contain-
ing such abominations, can be put into the hands of boys
and girls without corrupting their minds and debasing
their characters. G. W. FOOTE.

1 In Somerset there is a hamlet called Hatch. The clergyman’s
name in an adjoining parish happened to be Duck. His congre-
gation being assembled for service one Sunday morning, were
awaiting his arrival and wondering at his non-appearance, when
up spake the clerk, and said: “ | hereby give notice that there
will be no church to-day, as Mr. Duck has gone to Hatch.”

AN old gentleman, in bidding good-bye to his son, who was
about to enter upon a situation, said : “ Remember, my son that
punctuality is the soul of business.” *“ The soul of business,”
exclaimed the son ; “ well, then, if it is the soul it isn't material."

A parish clerk had to give out the notice. “ A man has gone
to sea; his wife, therefore, asits the prayers of the congregation.”
He left out the comma, and read : “ A man has gone to see his
wife, therefore asks the, etc,”
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CHRISTIANITY AND SCIENCE.

It has been said that when a man has once swallowed
the Trinity he can believe anything. Certainly, had we
not the standing instance of all orthodox Christians pro-
fessing faith that two and one make only one, the ease
with which they admit the most contradictory proposi-
tions would be marvellous. Most modern Christians
admit the universality of law, and at the same time believe
in miracles. They admit the Bible to have been trans-
scribed, translated and added to, by human hands, and
yet they declare it to be the work of God. They grant
the earth has existed for hundreds of thousands of years,
and yet they keep the Sabbath because “ in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he
rested, and was refreshed ” (Ex. xxxi., 17). Some even
will admit the doctrine of evolution, while believing that
Adam was made out of dust and woman out of his rib.
By bestowing only a Sunday faith in theology, while de-
voting their week days to Secularism, they contrive in some
sort to exist in two centuries at once, and to reconcile the
most contradictory beliefs.

Significant signs of the disposition to which | allude
may be found in the fact that the proprietors of the
Christian World Pulpit find it to their interest to give the
most prominent place to a series of discourses in favor of
Evolution, by the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, and that
the current number of the Nineteenth Century contains a
paper by the most eminent of Catholic laymen, Mr. St
George Mivart, urging that modern Catholics may claim
the utmost scientific freedom. The latter phenomenon is
unique enough to merit a little attention.

Mr. St. George Mivart, after stating that biology, from
having been the uninfluential study of a few students, has
become a power in the world, and is now exercising a fast-
growing influence on the government of states and the
prosperity of churches, contends that its conclusions must
equally be accepted with those of astronomy. He admits
that this has been denied, together with the lawfulness of
Catholics holding or teaching the doctrine of Evolution,
and in support of this denial have been quoted, by the
Rev. Jeremiah Murphy, the Vatican decrees, Pope Pius
the Ninth's letter to the Archbishop of Munich, the twenty-
second proposition of the jsyllabus and the authority of
many eminent Catholic divines. To these he might have
added that of Cardinal Manning, who, less than ten years
ago, said of Mr. Darwin’s theories : “ Revelation has its
place, and no man who believes in the revelation of God
can yield a hair's breadth ”

Mr. Mivart, in the face of these authorities, declares that
Catholics may exercise the utmost freedom of scientific
research and speculation. Indeed he says

“ it is the very distinctness and authority with which scientific
truths have been condemned which make secure . . . the scientific
freedom of all Catholics who are logical and will not shut their
eyes to Gods teaching in the history of the Church.”

That is to say, the Church, having been wrong before in
its scientific judgments—in, for instance, denying the
sphericity of the earth and its annual revolution round the
sun—it may well be wrong again. As illogically opposed
to this view Mr. Mivart mentions the opinions of two
Catholic priests, one still preaching in London, who has
lately avowed his belief that the sun and the whole
sidereal heavens do actually revolve round the earth daily,
because this belief is doctrinally binding on him in
virtue of Galileo’s condemnation; while the other expressed
a fervid hope that such might turn out to be the truth, as
it would prove the Church to have been right about the
matter all along.

Mr. Mivart enters at length into the question of Galileo’s
condemnation, and shows step by step that Galileo’'s
scientific teaching was condemned as heresy opposed to the
scriptures. By order of Pope Urban the Eighth, the Inqui-
sition formally promulgated certain statements for the
express purpose that Catholic men of science might be
informed what they were to hold on this subject. These
statements were as follows :

“ That the sun is the centre of the universe and immovable
from its place is absurd, philosophically false, and formally
heretical, because it is expressly contrary to Holy Scripture.

“ That the earth is n,t the centre of the universe nor im-
movable, but that it moves and also has diurnal motion, is
absurd, philosophically false, and, theologically considered, is at
least erroneous in faith.”
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To the attempt to evade the damaging conclusion by the
common assertion that this was not a matter of faith or
morals Mr. Mivart replies that—

“ When a judge decides a point, he, ipso facto, decides that it
is within his province to judge concerning it. What is or is not
within the supreme authority’s province to decide must be
known to that authority. An infallible authority must know the
limits of its revealed message. If authority can make a mistake

in determining its own limits, it mav make a mistake in a matter
of faith.”

What then is the conclusion? That neither the Bible
nor the Church are trustworthy, and that priests, after
having persecuted to the death any opinion they think
opposed to their creeds will endorse that opinion when once
it has become strong enough to withstand them ? Not at
all. The conclusion of Mr. Mivart and every good Chris-
tian is simply that science and theology have each their
separate place. The Church that has been demonstrated
again and again to have been wrong in regard to the earth,
must be believed with implicit faith and absolute sub-
mission when it speaks of heaven. Wrong in regard to
things human, it is infallible in regard to things divine.
Discredited when it speaks of man’s origin, it is authorita-
tive when it speaks of his destiny. Proved false in regard
to the past universal flood, it is, nevertheless, certainly
correct in regard to the coming universal conflagration.
That is, we must credit a person who cannot tell the
right time on a clock at twenty paces with knowing the
exact state of the other side of the moon.

J. M. W heeler.

ACID DROPS.

W e see in the Christian World that a large number of presents
have recently been made to Primitive Methodist ministers on
changing their positions in the Lord’s vineyard. They seem to
have all taken the shape of purses of gold, albums, gold watches
and chains, time-pieces, tea and coffee services, dressing cases,
fruit and flower stands, and other such reminders of the blessings
of poverty. What an accommodating creed Christianity is, to be
sure. Except a feather bed, we know nothing like it.

Jesus Christ and the early Christians appear to have really
believed in the blessings of poverty, although there is a suspicious
text about the rich women who ministered unto their favorite
preacher of their substance; and we fancy the Apostles would
have been somewhat startled tolhear that brother Peter, for
instance, had been presented with a gold watch, and Mrs. Peter
m\ith a handsome silver tea service, in recognition of their noble
and disinterested efforts to preach Christ and him crucified.

How do we know that Peter had a wife ? Because Jesus cured
her mother of a bad fever, just as she was about to shuffle off
her mortal coil. In fact, Peter’'s denial of his Master has been
accounted for on the theory that the old salt took the first
opportunity of revenging himself on Jesus for giving his mother-
in-law a fresh lease of life.

_Lord Rothschild swore allegiance on the Pentateuch. Chris-

tians say “ Swelp me God," and we suppose the Jews say “ Holy
Moses.”

D r. Lyman Abbot says that “ unbelievers are not agreed among
themselves.” Perhaps not, on all points; nor is it even likely
they will be. They have their differences as well as Christians,
and so far I)r. Abbot is right. But their differences are all about
minor points, and those chiefly of policy; while the Christians
differ about every fundamental doctrine of their faith, and consign
each other to hell with the most charming recognition of each
other’s merits.

P rofessor D rummond says that “ doubt has a hundred heads.”
We are glad to hear it, for plenty of brains is an excellent thing.
Faith has no head at all.

A parishioner of Holy Trinity, Stroud Green, has served a
caveat on the Bishop of London against the institution of the
Rev. Robert Linklater to the vicarage. Fight away, good Chris-
tians. We dare say bishop-baifing is excellent sport now that
these high and mighty dignitaries cannot consign recalcitrant
Christians to the stake for a difference of opinion but only to a
rather indefinite sheol in the next world.

The Rev. A. J. Gliddon acknowledges that the borrowing of
the jewels and raiment of the Egyptians by the children of Israel
“ seemed a piece of gross dishonesty, and many a sen itive soul
has been troubled by the statement that God countenanced such
an immoral deed.” But his congregation is to rejoice because
“ the Revised Version removes that ground of objection. We

The Freetinnkei.

Sis5

now read ‘asked’ instead of lborrowed,” and ‘let them have’
instead of ‘lent.”” God and the Israelites are justified, not by
any alteration in the actual fact of “ spoiling the Egyptians” (see
Ex. iii., 22; xii., 36) but simply by changing a word to suit the
less religious and more honest minds of modern days.

Jehovah has been in his tantrums again in Austria. He has
sent a “ fiarful hurricane” over Gallicia. We suppose he is
delighted with the serious loss of life and immense destruction
of property he has caused. In many districts the crops are com-
pletely destroyed by the hail. Reports say that over 10,000 oaks
and maples have been uprooted, and several townships laid waste.
One town of 8,000 inhabitants was set on fire by the lightning
and nearly burnt to the ground, 5,000 poor people being thus
rendered homeless.

Last week we mentioned a case of petty persecution by the
chaplain of one of our ironclads, who went about the ship
threatening men for reading Freethought literature. Since then
we have heard that about two years ago, on board the same ship,
a sailor had ten days’ leave stopped as a punishment for reading
a leaflet on “ Ingersoll and Jesus.” Our correspondent also
says (but we can scarcely believe it, and hope it is not true) that
about twelve months ago, on board the “ Hercules,” a man was
confined in a cell for fourteen days for reading the Freethinker
and passing it round. The upper officers have absolutely no
right to treat men in this way, and if any such case should occur
in future, we will do our utmost to bring the matter before the
public. No doubt a member of Parliament could be found to
guestion the Government about such a scandalous abuse of
power.

Among the pamphlets this naval chaplain wished to impound
was Mr. Foote's “ Shadow of the Sword,” which does not deal
with theology. Perhaps this disciple of the meek and lowly
Jesns is afraid that if the doctrines in that pamphlet are spread,
fighting will die out, and there will be no occupation for army
and navy chaplains. Shop again !

An American paper says: “ Don't spend your money for a
motto ‘ Save my lambs,’ until you have cleaned out your back
yard. Cholera don’t care a Bungtown copper for mottos."

T he Messianic passages in the Revised Version are “so per-
verted and mistranslated ” that the Rev. A. Levie announces
that a committee of twelve persons, Hebrew Christians, will be
formed to correct the many errors of the Revisers in the
prophecies and in “ other important passages equally mistran-
slated.” When will God’s Word be finally put right? And what
guarantee will there then be that we have at last arrived at an
accurate and indisputable version of divine revelation? We
doubt the existence of twelve Hebrew Christians competent for
even the task of improving the Revision.

T he Christian Commonwealth says : “ It is plain that inordinate
desire to get rid of all the difficulties of Revelation must end in
abolishing it altogether.” Yes ; when mistranslations and frauds
are gone, when hell has vanished, when miracles are explained
away, when angels are only messengers, and devils only he-goats
or satyrs, and spirit only wind or breath, when heaven is only
hope and God only an idea, there will be little left of divine
revelation, and pious people will have to find something else to
quarrel about and to persecute for.

The Rev. J. Lewis, Roman Catholic priest of Reading, was
brought up at Winchester on a warrant last Tuesday, and
remanded without bail. On the previous Thursday evening he
was at the house of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis, drapers; and on
leaving, as he walked behind Mrs. Dennis down the stairs, he
dealt her a fearful blow on the back of the head, cuttingit open;
and ou her turning round he struck her again on the forehead,
inflicting a wound two inches in length. It is a great pity that
the Lord cannot look after his priests a little more carefully.
They are always getting into mischief, and too frequently into
the police-court.

T. P. Barrow, of Leicester, demands that we insert seven
large folios which he has written to show that our sub-editor is
bigot. “ Every person,” he says, “ who proclaims his creed to
he superior to Christianity must necessarily be bigoted.” Our
readers will probably agree with us that one sentence of this
stuff is a great deal better than seven folios.

T he recently-published “ Second Report of the Evangelisation
Committee of the London Diocesan Conference” laments tha
in seven parishes in East London, with a population of 60,000,
the average attendance at al the various pla es of worship
amounts only to 8,000. In the West of London the case is much
the same. In a street off Leicester Square, out of 246 families,
it was found that only 12 were represented in church or chapel.
Rattle the missionary-box for the conversion of the heathen 1

The authorities at Naples, fearing disorder, forbade the
customary procession of San Vincenzo. The people assembled
at the church where the image of the saint is kept, and mani-
fested groat indignation. On the image being brought out and
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returned to its baldachin or canopy a shout was raised that a
miracle had occurred. A deformed child, hitherto unable to
walk according to the mother’s account, now walked through the
church amidst the kisses, caresses and cries of the people.
Another shout soon announced another miracle. A deaf and
dumb girl had recovered hearing and speech. Then a blind man
regained his sight. A fourth miracle, says the writer, was that
no one was hurt, so intense was the excitement. The State
lottery benefited greatly, for the people ran to play the number
of the miracles. The priests, curiously enough, reject all the
miracles except the first. The girl, they say, is just as deaf and
dumb, and the man just as blind as before.

Apropos of Mr. Ball's recent article on “ Christian Cannibalism,”
the visitor to St. Mary’s Parish Church, Portsea, is greeted by a
notice over the altar, “ He that eateth me shall live by me.” A
stranger might be excused if he thought this an evident relic of
savagery.

Dr. Parker says that “ God’s reply to sin ” is “ | will hide My
face from them,” and this, it seems, “ is the most terrific punish-
ment that can befall the life of the human soul.” Such language,
it seems to us, is merely “ sound and fury, signifying nothing.”
Seeing that God usually manifests himself in storms and plagues
and other signal “ judgments,” it would be a very happy thing if
he would completely hide his face from mankind. Far from being
a terrific punishment, the cessation of his ebullitions of temper
would be a great relief.

Dr. Parker solemnly warns his flock that “ The worship of
reason always ends in its extinction.” He evidently speaks from
bis own personal experience.

A WRITER in the Methodist Thtfes complains of the indifference
of the Wesleyans to the social evil, and states that a petition in
regard to the Criminal Law Amendment Act, praying that the
age for protected girls might be raised to sixteen was announced
from the pulpit as “ a petition in favor of a certain object is lying
for signature,” with the result that the number of signatures
obtained was three.

A mong the deputations which waited with gifts upon Princess
Beatrice on Saturday at Osborne was one composed of ladies,
who on behalf of the maidens of England presented her Royal
Highness with a Bible on her approaching marriage. We wonder
if her particular attention was directed to the Song of Solomon,
or to the passages which say “ wives be in subjection to your
husbands,” and “ submit yourselves unto your own husbands as
unto the Lord.”

At arecent flower-show in St. lves, the words “ God is love,”
elaborately painted and framed, were exhibited amongst a few
objects of fine art. The Committee added the words, “ Not for
competition.” We suppose they were afraid the public would
otherwise fancy that the Almighty had entered the list of com-
petitors for aprize.

A W oolwich teetotaller, in the sartorial business, has declined
to make a suit of clothes for a publican. He is more particular
than the Lord, who made suits of clothes for two sinners (see
Genesis iii., 21).

Mr. Barnes Richards having counselled teetotallers to let the
Bible alone, as although they can cite fifty-four verses on their
side, the publican can show no less than one hundred and twenty-
two verses to support his view, a correspondent of the Western
Morning News, who, we presume, thinks that Noah and Lot got
drunk on unfermented grape juice, asks for “ any one passage in
which two things are distinctly connected—uviz., intoxicating
quality and Divine sanction ?” We give him two. Deut. Xiv., 26,
which expressly permits money to be used “ for wine or for
strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth.” The word
for strong drink is shecliar, which is to this day used by Jews in
connexion with drunkenness. Prov. xxxi., 6, 7, “ Give strong
drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that
be of heavy hearts. Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and
remember his misery no more.” One will hardly, forget his
misery on teetotal regimen.

The New York Truthseeker for JulyTIl gives a list of over
forty clerical criminals whose misdoings have been chronicled in
the press W'thin the past few weeks. The sins of those saintly
shepherds are mostly of a sexual character.

OLD readers of the Secularist will remember a scathing exposure
by 1i.V. (republished in *“ Satires and Profanities ”) of the
Rev. F. W. Monek, a spiritist Medium, who wound up a care's
of charlatanry in England by receiving three months' hard labor
at lludderefitdd. We understand that this is the same individual
who has been accumulating a large fortune in Brooklyn, New
York, as “ a Christian healer,” and who, according to the Truth-
serb r, has just been been forced to disgorge a sum fraudulently
obtained from one of his lady dupes.

John Ridding, caretaker of the Presbyterian Church, Rock
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Ferry, was charged on remand before Mr. Preston, the Birkenhead
stipendiary, on Monday, with indecently assaulting three little
girls, aged respectively eleven, twelve and thirteen. The evi-
dence showed that Ridding was in the habit of giving little girls
small sums of money to assist in cleaning the church, and the
allegation against him is that he availed himself of the oppor-
tunity to assault them in the church or one of the adjoining
rooms. He was committed to the assizes. Quis custodiet custodes?
Which is, being interpreted for the benefit of the C. E. S. lec-
turers, Who will take care of the caretakers?

Liverpool has so long suffered from the incubus of narrow
sectarianism that even the slightest glimmer of a break in the
gloom is bailed as a portent of brighter days. For some con-
siderable time a devoted few have directed their energies to having
the Museum, Libraries and Art Gallery opened on Sunday, and
the Libraries Committee were at length prevailed upon to cause
inquiries to be made as to the working of Sunday opening in
other towns. The result of the investigation has been pub-
lished, and, with one or two unimportant exceptions, the replies
are of avery gratifying nature. The decision of the City Council
has yet to be taken on the matter. The Liberal daily papers
have devoted a great deal of space to the correspondence on the
subject, and the letters of “ R. M.” in the Mercury, which were
given great prominence, have excited many commendatory ex-
pressions. The authorship of the letters of “ R. M.” is but
thinly veiled by the initials, and affords peculiar pleasure to Free-
thinkers.

T he Daily Telegraph had starred on its placard last Tuesday
the line “ A Repentaut Atheist.” Doubtless some who pur-
chased the paper expected to read that Mr. Bradlaugh had
become converted and sent letters of apology to Archbishop
Benson and Lord Randolph Churchill, and that Mr. Foote had
joined the Salvation Army and apologised to Jesus Christ and
Judge North. What they read however was that Leo Taxil, a
French anti-clerical writer, bad turned Catholic, and that “ This
step he had taken because he was thoroughly disgusted and dis-
heartened by the insults levelled at him by tbe whole Re-
publican party, Opportunists, Radicals, and all.” French Free-
thought is too well established to be disturbed by the defection
of one of its writers. Conversions from the other side are never
mentioned by “ our correspondent.”

An English Catholic paper says that “ a terrible carriage
accident which happened some time ago to hiswife, and it may
be added the little encouragement which his works received, was
the primary cause of his change of sentiments!” What an in-
genuous admission. If Leo Taxil is frightened from Freethought
because it doesn't pay, the cause is well rid of him. Quite
another kind of stuff is needed for the great battle of liberty.

A WICKED BOOK.

(A slightly revised version of a Christian poem entitled “mLittle
Children, Love one another.")

A little girl with a horrified look

Sat slowly reading a ponderous book

All bound with silver and edged with gold,

And its weight was more than the child could hold.
For she had been taught to ponder it o’er,

Though every day she loathed it more ;

For she read—and her horror she could not smother—
“ Slay ye every man his brother.”*

She found that a man must Kill his wife,

And take his little daughter’s life,

If these should say their litanies

To any other god than his (Deut. xiii.,, 6—11).

She saw the order Christ had given

That none shall follow him to heaven

Unless they hate their own dear mother,

Their sister and their little brother (Luke Xiv., 26).

She felt it was a wicked book,
The lesson to her heart she took.
She closed the book with a proud firm grace
And a steadfast look in her brave young face
That said as plain as words could say,
“ This dreadful book | won't obey :
'Tis wrong, I'm sure, to kill each other;
And | will love, not hate, my brother.”
W. P. B.

* Exodus xxxii., 27. Christians will complain that I am unfair
because this divine command was hot universal. But it was tvpical,
and in conjunction with passages like Deut. xiii.,, 6—15, it was
universal so far as horeties wore concerned; while the comm >nd “ Little
children, love one another” was not applied actually to little children,
aB assumed by Christiana when it units their purpose, but to adult
members of the Church who are only figurately cAliod “ little children.”
The love is not to he extended to heretics, for true Christians are to
have no fellowship with “ accursed” members of other sects than
their own (dal. i., 9; 2 John 10; 1 Cor-, xvi., 22 ; Titus iii., 10; Gal. V.,
12 ; Matt. x,, 14, 15).
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SPECIAL NOTICE

MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, July 26, Claremont Hall, Penton Street, Pentonville, N., at
*30, on “ The Rib Story.”

AUGUST 23 and 30, Hall of Science, London.
SEPTEMBER 13 and 20, Hall of Science, London.

CORRESPONDENTS.

A11 business communications to be addressed to the Manager, Mr.
W. J. Ramsey, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C. Literary com-
munications to the Editor, 14 Olerkenwell Green, London, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post free to
any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at the following
rates, prepaid: — One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 3s.; Three
Months, Is. 7£d.

scale of Advertisements :—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every succeeding
ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 3s.; Half
Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special terms for repetitions.

Received with Thanks.—Newspaper cuttings (Birmingham).

God in a Box.—Sorry to hear that you have no good Liberal paper in
Nottingham. The Journal used to be outspoken, but we suppose it
has changed.

Signalman.—We wrote you personally because we thought your mates
would like to see a letter from us. See “ Acid Drops ” further.

Anonymous correspondents must not expect to be answered. We
cannot converse with people who wear masks or veils.

P. Davis.—We don't know whether Secularists ever call themselves
“ sinners,” but you ought to after sending us a mass of incompre-
hensible writing, which looks as though it came from Colney Hatch.
There is a big Newfoundland dog in our basement who would like
to see you for a few minutes.

C. Ashiey.—Balfour Stewart's “ Elementary Physics ” is a good book.
We believe the price is 4s. 6d. “ Natural Philosophy” is an effete
phrase.

Oujr readers will do us a service by sending us any notices of Progress
or of our other publications, that may appear in their local press.

Old Subscriber.— Thanks. Cuttings are always welcome.

W. E. H. F.—Good, but hardly up to the mark. All Ingorsoll’s lec-
tures can be procured from our office.

Jim.—You may rely on us pursuing our old policy without fear of God
or man.

J. Plimso11.—Glad to hear from you.

whenever you can.
L.—It is gratifying to learn that you have not only enjoyed our
Summer Number, but passed it through so many other hands. We
shall deal with the crimes and vices of the Popes in a later number
of the “ Crimes of Christianity.” As to Circumcision, the oldest
Greek historian, Herodotus, tells us that it was practised by many
ancient nations, including the Egyptians and Ethiopians. The idea
of a mighty state like Egypt borrowing the rite from a horde of slaves
like the Jews is too absurd for confutation. Circumcision is of such
antiquity that its actual origin islost in the obscurity of immemorial
time. But it was probably phallic in the beginning, and continued
as a blind superstition. At any rate it prevailed amongst many
peonies, of whom the Jews were by no means the most important.

P. H. S—We are glad to find that Freethinkers are heckling Parlia-
mentary candidates on the question of the Blasphemy Laws.

A. Cordet1.—The Mr. Slater you heard at the Congress Hall, Clapton,
was, we understand, at one time an “ unbeliever,” but we do not
think he was ever a member of a Secular society, and if he actually
said what you state he could not have understood Freethought.
But perhaps there is some mistake. Anyhow, these “ conversions ”
prove nothing ; otherwise Freethought would be able to boast more
than all the creeds, because ninety-nine out of every hundred#ree-
thinkers have been converted from Christianity.

E. Gordon.—No doubt Mr. B. H. Cowper is more ready to expose Mr.
Ramsey’s “ lies” behind his back than before his face. Ask Mr.
Cowper to expose the “ lies” in Parts Y. and YI. of the “ Crimes
of Christianity.”

W. S. Pyatt.—Thanks. See “ Sugar Plums.”

W. Cote.—Sorry to hear your newsagent will not supply you with the
“ Crimes of Christianity.” If you order direct from our office,
address to Mr. Ramsey.

J. Saunders.—Pleased to hear you have just read “ The Shadow of
the Sword” with thrilling interest. You hope it will shame the
bloodthirsty Christians. Alas 1 they take a deal of shaming. Your
suggestion shall be considered.

W. Maltleson.— The title, ©* The Maiden Tribute,” affixed to the re-
publication of the Fall Mall Gazette revelations has no relation to
the Lord’s tribute of maidens (Numbers xxxi., 17, 18, 40), but to the
tribute sent from Athens to the Minotaur at Crete.

A1f. Jones.—It is a disputed point among theologians whether Mary
Magdalen or some other Mary was the sister of Lazarus.

A Young Freethinker.—No part of the Bible can be proved to
have been in existence earlier than the eighth century B.c. The
Egyptian Book of the Dead, the Hindu Rig-Veda, and the Chinese
Shou King are far earlier.

Inquirer—Read E. P. Meredith’'s “ Prophet of Nazareth,” which
you can procure from Mr. E. Truelove, 256 High Holborn.

Pagan.—Very pleased to read your interesting letter. Leo Taxil’s
case is dealt with in another column.

PapersReceived.—Liverpool Mercury—Unitarian Herald—Monroe’s
Ironclad Age — Philosophic Inquirer (Madras) — Nottingham Ex-
press-Church Reformer—Hants and Surrey Times— Manchester
Evenin'? News—Midland Free Press—Nottingham Daily Express—
Freothought Review—Truthseeker.

Send us news or cuttings

“ FREETHINKER” PRIZES.

We offer another PRIZE OF ONE GUINEA for the best
Comic Bible Sketch, and a PRIZE OF ONE GUINEA for tho
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best Religious Topical Sketch suitable for reproduction; the competition
to close on August 1.

The drawing must be done on white cardboard or thick white paper
in pure black ink. The linos should be bold and well distinct. Washes
or colors must not be used. The size should be about one-third
broader than our ordinary single or double column size.

SUGAR 'PLUMS.

“ Randolph Chokchill : the Woodstsck Bantam,” is the title
of the latest pamphlet from Mr. Foote's active pen. Liberals
and Badicals would do something towards checking the Tory
Democracy dodge by distributing copies of this pamphlet right
and left. The vituperator of Mr. Gladstone, the opposer and
calumniator of Mr. Bradlaugh, the miserable copier of Benjamin
Disraeli, the self-seeker who exhibits great zeal for God when
an Atheist threatens the family pension, has never been so
searchingly studied before. His speeches have all been carefully
followed and compared, and all his paltry tricks exposed to the
light of day. The pamphlet will be aneye-opener to thousands.

Mr. Wiltliam Digbt, the Liberal candidate for North Pad-
dington, has declared himself in favor of abolishing all oaths and
opening museums on Sunday. When asked if he would vote for
the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws, he replied, “ Most decidedly.”

W e hear that the Freetbought lectures in Hyde Park are
attracting very large, audiences. Mr. Small, of Liverpool, re-
cently gave a scientific discourse on the first chapter of Genesis,
and was loudly cheered on stating that he would deliver a similar
lecture there before returning to Liverpool.
every evening, weather permitting, near the Marble Arch.
much progress has been made in enrolling members, that premises
are being sought for the purpose of continuing the lectures in-
doors during the winter.

OUR readers will remember Mrs. Sykes, the plucky Southend
shopkeeper whom the bigots made such desperate efforts to
put down last summer. The old lady who tried to get an honest
living on Sunday by selling sweetmeats was summoned and fined
again and again. Subscriptions were raised to defray her
costs assistance being solicited through the columns of the
Freethinker and the National Reformer. Her son, Mr. John
Sykes, now writes: “ No summonses have been issued this
season against my mother, so we have outlived the law, and,
being as wide open on Sunday as ever, we have beaten the bigots
and triumphed over the bloodthirsty crew of Christians who were
so eager to destroy my poor old mother. To you and Mrs.
Besant | owe a debt of gratitude, which 1 shall tryto repay by
doing all I can to destroy the accursed creed.”

W e have the name and address of a gentleman who served on
a coroner’s jury about twelve months ago, and was sworn on
what to all appearance was a copy of the New Testament, but,
on opening the volume, he found it to be one of Fielding's
novels.

It is stated that whereas at Oxford twenty-five years ago more
than four-fifths of the teaching staff of the University were
clergymen of the Church of England, at present the proportion
isonly about ten per cent. Even some of these, like the Regius
Professor of Greek, have done something to raise Oxford from
its former fossilised condition.

A public meeting was held at Claremont Hall last Monday
evening for the purpose of organising a Radical Association in
Clelkenwell; a resolution to that effect being carried with only
one dissentient. Mr. Samuel Storey, M.P., took the chair. lie
was very warmly greeted, and made an excellent speech, full of
sound advice. Among the other speakers was Mr. G. W. Foote,
who met with a most enthusiastic reception. It is also worth
noting that his references to the State Church, the Parliamentary
Oath, and the Blasphemy Laws, were loudly applauded.

T he American comic paper Puck has a very good illustration
anent the Revised Version. In the upper left-hand comer is
represented hell with afigure of Satan looking superannuated. A
placard announces that the business is removed to Sheol. Pas-
sengers have embarked in Charon’s ferry for the latter place and
are waving their handkerchiefs in farewell to the old Devil.
Sheol is depicted as a pleasant spot with gardens and fountains,
in which Galileo, Paine, Voltaire, Darwin, Mill and others are
enjoying themselves.

T he Rev. Dr. Pressense, the Paris correspondent of the Chris-
tian World, complains that there is a religion of irreligion in that
city. At one of the Freemason’s lodges lately thtre was per-
formed a parody of the Christian rite of Baptism. Three of the
fifteen children to be baptised wore veils. On one was written
Ignorance, on another Fanaticism, aud on the third Misery. As
these evils wr re denounced in their natural order, the veils were
dropped. Tony Revillon. one of the deputies for Belleville, was
present, and was loudly applauded as he dwelt on the duty of
parents to train up their children free from superstition. But the
most important person present was M. Constans, Gambetta's

A lecture is given jl
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Minister of the Interior, who spoke as follows:—*“ Clerical
exhortations are losing their influence day by day, even in this
our priest-ridden country. In the villages of ray department,
where there are no cafes as yet, a few people still go to church
just to pass the time away ; but the preaching of the cures makes
no impression on the so-called, stronger sex. It is true that the
cassocks are parading themselves boldly, but they will soon creep
into their holes again.”

D r. P ressense calls this language “ portentous.” So itis. It
shows that French Radicalism, which is the vital spirit of the
Republic, is Freethought to the core, and never forgets that the
priest is the great enemy of liberty and progress.

A CORRESPONDENT writes us from East London West (a funny
name) South Africa. He has been reading the Freethinker for
several months, and having “ derived a vast amount of pleasure
and information,” he has ordered alarge parcel of literature from
our office for distribution among his friends. He hopes it will
'do something to counteract the missionaries, who are “ the curse
of the country;” for “ there is n t a Kaffir or Hottentot who
embraces their faith, but turns out a vagabond, a drunkard and
a thief.”

T he Hants and Surrey Times acknowledges that “ infidelity ” is
on the increase, and that the working classes of our large cities
are practically Secularists. It is indignant that dukes with
tarnished names become legislators by the accident of birth,
while legislators freely elected by the people are rejected because
they have the honesty to unmask their faces and proclaim their
anti-religious opinions.

W e don’t see, however, why the Hantsand Surrey Times should
«complain that the Leicester Secularists played cricket on Sunday
in a “ sheer spirit of bravado,” and that they “ unfortunately do
not shrink from wounding the sensibilities of men and women
who hold contrary opinions.” How else are they to act? They
simply exercise their right of playing cricket on Sunday.
Are they to give up their right and other people’s right because
bigots object to it? And if the bigots' susceptibilities are out-
raged, are the assaults and persecutions with which they retaliate
no outrage whatever on the Secularists? Why don't the
Sabbatarians allow liberty and refrain from hurting the persons
and the feelings of Sunday pleasure-seekers? Are the courteous
consideration and self-denial to be all on one side ? Sabbatarians
rush at Sabbath-breakers like a bull at ared rag. We think it
high time that this Sabbatarian mad bull was chained up. Com-
plaints of the insolence and audacity of peaceful people who
hurt its feelings by enjoying themselves on Sunday we regard as
mere bigotry or parrot-like thoughtlessness.

THE INSCRIPTION ON THE CROSS.

The superscription alleged to have been written over the
head of Jesus, when he was publicly executed as a pre-
tendedly political offender, but really, of course, for the
crime of blasphemy (Mark xv., 64), was so brief and so
notorious, that the evangelists might reasonably be expected
to record it with perfect accuracy. So little, however, does
inspiration ensure historical correctness of fact, that
the writers of the Gospels have been unable to transmit
with fidelity a plain statement of the words of a simple and
publicly-displayed document, which was read by “ many
of the Jews” (John xx., 20). Mark, whose alleged gospel
is apparently the more ancient, and certainly the shorter
and less elaborated, says (xv., 26) that the superscription
placed over Jesus by the Roman governor was “ The King
of the Jews.” Luke (xxiii., 38) says itwas “ This is the
King of the Jews.” Matthew (xxvii., 37) further en-
larges the announcement into “ This is Jesus, the King
of the Jews.” John (Xix., 19) says the writing was
“ Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” This
want of agreement shows that the evangelists did not select
trustworthy sources of information, and did not verify their
statements by reference to official records, or private notes or
diaries, written at the time of the events narrated. The dis-
crepancies are fatal to the claims put forth on behalf of the
inspired writers as careful and faithful historians ; but they
strikingly confirm the scientific explanation of the origin of
the Gospels in popularly-evolved myths and anecdotes
transmitted with continual growths and variations from
mouth to mouth, and from private memoranda to more and
more complete collections of jottings and stories. «

Of course Christians will say that the differences arise
from the superscription being in three different languages.
But if these three versions were different, and the evan-
gelists did happen to differ in their selection, the difficulty
is not entirely removed. Three languages will not account
for four versions. Besides, Luke, in telling usof the three
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languages, says that the superscription “ was written over
him in letters of Greek, and Latin and Hebrew, This is
the King of the Jews.” The superscription was the
same in each language. Whence, then, did John get the
words “ of Nazareth” ? And why does he say that the
title he gives (namely, “ Jesus of Nazareth the King of
the Jews”) was written in three languages? Why does
Mark condense the superscription into “ The King of the
Jews,” or Matthew expand it into “ This is Jesus the King
of the Jews” ? Why is the Holy Ghost so inexcusably
loose and careless as an historian ?  Was his memory so
bad that he-could not repeat the same tale twice alike ?

The true answer of course is that the Holy Ghost was a
mere figment of credulous imaginations, only nominally
covering the naturally loose and inaccurate statements
made by simple-minded and superstitious men totally in-
competent to discharge the duties of an historian or editor.

Probably, in default of the historical evidence which
will never bo forthcoming, and of the scientific method
of treatment which Christians will not alllow, the only
way of ascertaining the exact words of the superscription
will be to send to the Church of Santa Croce, where the
original document is kept as a precious relic, together
with the Holy Cross itself. This should satisfy Roman
Catholic Christians. As to the woefully split-up minority,
the Protestants, they must remain in the deserts of doubt
and the torments of uncertainty, as a punishment for their
want of sufficient faith. If these Protestant heretics will
only remember that the Holy Cross is sure to be the
genuine one, because various other churches have also
simultaneously had possession of the only true Cross, of
which, as history tells us, enough fragments were sold to
build a navy, they will doubtless accept the document also
as another real genuine—pious fraud ; and in this case all
hope of clearing up the difficulty vanishes. The rejected
Gospels would probably only complicate the matter, and,
of course, are of no authority. W. P. Baud.

ITEMS FROM THE “ SYDNEY BULLETIN.”
(April 11, 1885).

Carleton, a Melbourne Bohemian of the past, was a good
Catholic, and used to wear a little crucifix on a chain hung round
his neck. One day he meta friend whose tongue appeared about
to start on an Arctic voyage, being wrapped in fur, so to speak.
The friend asked him if he had such a thing as the price of a
drink on him. *“ The price of a dhrink?” said Carleton (who
was of Greek descent through Milesius) ; why it's only this
blessed morning | pawned me little Jaysus for fippence.” And
he burst into tears and tripped up a little girl who was going on
an errand, with a stick he called Napoleon, and picking up the
coppers that rolled out of her hand, plunged into a “ pub ” with
his friend. This story is probably true. 1t was the friend who
told us.

T he Salvation Army was stoned in a South Australian town
the other day. The captain turned round with a meek smile and
told the crowd that he could stand it: the apostles had to stand
it before. We have seen several battalions of the Salvation
Army, and could not help thinking that, if cleanliness was next
to godliness, we would rather have seen a little less godliness.
If the Army is to be stoned at all—a thing which we by no
means advocate—then it should be holey-stoned.

An Epitaph.—A local preacher died suddenly in the very top-
most fury of a tea-fight in a New Zealand town the other week.
We send two copies of this issue to St. Peter—so that there may
be no delay in passing one of them on. We send them by a
tract distributor whom we Killed this morning for the purpose.
The preacher, when he gets this, can paste the little epitaph
hereunder on his crown, and not go wholly unhonored in heaven.
Thus—

He lived his life well;
His death was the quickest
On record—he fell
Where the muffins were thickest
This style half-a-crown for all under the rank of Bishops.
Bishops, 5s. and upwards, according to girth of paunch and
sanctity.

One for the Freethinkers.—Not one of them is in gaol.

It is curious that Christians are always so severe in their
«denunciations of illegitimacy when it is to that they owe the birth
of their savior.

“The Grand Odd Man ” Oigars are so named because—like the
Grand Old Man himself—they have never been equalled.—Thornes,
Maker, Bradford, Yorks. All Liberal and Radical Olubs should try them.
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The Old Testament. A nonymous. Translated out of the Original
Tongues: Being the Version Set forth a.d. 1611 Compared
with the most Ancient Authorities and Revised. Published
by the Henry Bill Publishing Co., Norwich, Conn.

T his latest aspirant for literary honors comes at us with a volume
of one thousand and thirty-five large pages, bound in Persian
morocco, and with gilt edges to the leaves. As indicated by the
stamp on the back of the book, as also by the title-page, the
work has recently been revised. A glance at the contents leads
us to remark that it ought to be revised”™again. Reasons for this
will appear later.

The exact nature of this production it would perhaps be
difficult to define off-hand. The author has divided his work
into thirty-nine essays, called books, largely made up of laudatory
matter concerning an individual variously termed God, Jehovah,
Jah, and the Lord; a single division called “ Esther,” the history
of a remarkable woman of no morals, being an exception to the
rule, and containing no reference to the hero of the others.

Our author breaks ground with “ The First Book of Moses,
commonly called Genesis.” Moses apparently had no last name
unless we accept that of Schaumberg, ascribed to him by Texas
Siftings, a religious journal published in the South. We may
here say that five of these books are written by this man Moses,
the last containing an account of his funeral, which we must
regard as a remarkable literary achievement on the part of Moses.
As to the book of Genesis, it may be said that in it the author
displays a woeful ignorance of scientific facts, and no regard
whatsoever for accuracy. Instances of this are too frequent to
be enumerated here.

In the next book, called “ Exodus,” we find a preposterous
tale about the career of a foundling. The writer must have had
an idea that his readers would swallow anything. It cannot be
crammed down the throat of this writer.

“ Leviticus,” following, is a most disgusting performance, evi-
dently written by a cannibal. We pass it with a feeling of relief
that lasts only until we reach the succeeding book, “ Numbers,”
which describes a census-taking. The method of enumerating
the population consisted of Killing those who were not agile
enough to get away, and counting the slain. This saved the
expense of faking their names.

“ Deuteronomy ” is a series of directions to the inhabitants as
to their conduct towards one another. A people barbarous
enough to need these statutes would not be worth praying for.
“ Deuteronomy ” was promulgated beyond Jordan. The locality
of “ beyond Jordan,” it will be reaiily conceded, would depend
mainly upon which side of that river the speaker was situated.

“ Joshua,” the sixth book, gives the history of a red-handed
robber and murderer who should have died youag. The state-
ment therein contained that this individual caused the sun and
moon to stand still relieves the story of all probable truth. Mun-
chausen wrs a talented liar, b it it was his m sfortune to come
after the writer of “ Joshua,” compared with whom for pro-
miscuous mendacity, he was a truthful man.

“ Judges ” is the story of a strong man named Samson, who
married the daughter of a Bhilistine. “ And it came to pss,”
we read, that after a while Samson presented “ his wife with a
kid.” In the due course of nature it might be expected that she
would have reciprocated, but there is no record that she did so.
Samson's decease was effected by a Buddensied tenement falling
on him.

Tne book of “ Ruth ” bears internal evidence of having been
interpolated in the present century by Emile Zola, author of the
sister-work, “ Nana.”

The book of “ Samuel ” we pass ; it is incoherent.

“ Kings ” might be dismissed for the same reason ; and as there
is no reason at all for noticing it, it will have to slide.

“ Chronicles” is just as bad. It is not of the slightest interest
to know that “ Josiah gave to the children of the people, of
the flock, lambs and kids to the number of thirty thousand, and
three thousand bullocks,” etc. If he had given each a ticket for
a bath, good might have resulted.

“ Ezra” contains no central idea around which any remarks
can be clustered. Ezra's chief feat was to induce the men of his
congregation to put away their wives and children, and take
other wives.

Nehemiah was the son of Hachaliah, and has a book named
after him in this collection. The book is a wail.

Esther, after whom the next book is named, is a Madam Pom-
padour without any redeeming qualities to speak of. She topped
off an evening’s entertainment by causing a man named Haman
to be hanged on a gallows three hundred feet high.

The hero of the book of “ Job,” smitten with boils, was very
miserable. Having scraped himself with a piece of a broken pot,
and rolled himself in ashes, wh ch doubtless greatly aggravated
his uneasiness, he indulges in deep thought. He is something
of a student of nature, and is greatly impressed with the b he-
moth—which is to say, the hippopotamus. This aairnal, he
declares, eateth grass like an ox, moveth his tail like a cedar,
and lirth under a lotus. “ Behold,” goes on Job, “if a riv™r
overflow, he trembleth not; he is confident though Jordau swell
to his mouth.” If Job had known that the hippopotamus could
swim, the confidence of that animal in the presence of a freshet

The Freethinker.

239

would not have so surprised him. Job recovered and enjoyed
thereafter one hundred and forty years.

The “ Psalms” number one hundred and forty-nine. They
are not without usefulness as illustrating what a man will say
when reduced to delirium by debauchery and dissipation.

“ Proverbs " are solid chunks of wisdom. They are the only
part of the work that asks for justice for the working woman.
Of her it savs, “ Give her the fruit of her hands.” Christian
employers who pay their female employees twenty-four cents a
day, and then hint to th«m that they must “ dress a little more
respectably,” should make a note of this.

“ Ecclesiastes” is not without merit, and we are therefore
somewhat surprised to find it in the collection now under con-
sideration. Of a future life this preacher says, “* Who knoweth
the spirit of man whether it goeth upward, or of the beast
whether it goeth downward to the earth V' Questions like this
indicate modesty, if nothing more. We see here, also, the cre-
puscular glimmerings of Agnosticism.

“The Song of Songs” represents a bad case of two hearts
that beat as one and are not used to it. They are wholly unable
to keep their condition to themselves. The work is not adapted
to general and indiscriminate perusal. A compositor, unless
indurated, could not put it in type without blushing.

“ Isaiah ” is an exhortation.

“ Jeremiah ” is a wail.

“ Lamentations” is Jeremiah continued.

“ Ezekiel ” was not half revised. It should have been edited
with a paint-brusbi, and declined with a reprimand. In printed
form it is about the only excuse for the existence of Anthony
Comstock.

“ Daniel " tells: us of aman so objectionable personally that
the lions would not eat him.

“ Hosea ” is unfit for publication.

“ Amos " informs us that “ the day shall come that the plow-
man shall overtaike the reaper.” It will then behove the
plowman to turn to and bind, and help the reaper along.

“ Obadiah ” comprises a vision, and is an exception to the
rule that brevity is the soul of wit. It is the farthest from being
funny of anything we ever saw. Obadiah greatly overrated his
ability as a humorist.

According to “ Jonah,” a prophet whose prophecy was not
fulfilled, a fish obligingly swallowed a man and took him ashore
after a three day’s cruise. The tale might be diverting to a
m-trine.

“ Micah ” calls upon the Lord to feed his people with a rod.
We can merely remark that it would take a people a long time
to get fat on that diet.

“ Nahum ” is a nightmare.

“ llabakkuk” furnishes a song “ for the chief musicians, on
Stringed instruments.” Lovers of mnemonics can find some
diversion in spelling Habakkuk with an hand an a, and a h and
an a, and a k and ak, and a u and a k.

“ Zephaniah ” was chosen of the Lord.
should never have picked him out.

It was bad taste. We

“ Zeehariah ” adumbrates a period when “ every pot in Jeru-
salem and J udah shall be holy unto the Lord of Hosts.” The pot
will then doubtless cease to reflect upon the complexion of the
kettle.

“ Milachi” is an arsenal of expletives in all varieties of
upholstery. It hasthe merit of closing the volume, and therefore
should have come earlier.

Thus we have passed briefly and casually over this peculiar
volume. The review may be somewhat disappointing, but so is
the subject of it. We were misled by the binding and gilt edges
into a belief that the book possessed merit which a perusal of it
has failed to develope. It is a whited sepulchre. If it sells only
according to its merits, the proceeds can scarcely indemnify the
publisher. The volume is on our shelf. We should be glad to
let anyone have it who would reimburse us for the advertisement
of the “ Holy Bible ” which has recently several times appeared
in these columns.— Truthseeker (New York).

Constantine.— It is believed that he put to death his eldest
son, Crispus, and his own wife, Fausta, the same year that he
convened the Council of Nice. Zozimus and Sozomen pretend
that the.heathen priests having told him there was no expiation
for such great crimes, he then made open profession of Chris-
tianity and demolished many temples in the East.— Voltaire,
“ Philosophical Dictionary.”

Essays on Death and Funerals. Part Il. By Joseph Henry.
Salina, Kansas, U.S—Toe author isa thoughtful man ; hisobject
is to dispel the terror of d ath which ignorance an 1religion have
induced, by showing that death is as natural as birth.

The Church Reformer. July 15. F. Verinder : Gough Square,
London, E.O.— I'ne Rev. S. D. Headlams monthly is always
pleasant reading even to Freethinkers. We notice among the
editorial notes the sra*einent ilial“ the wood-cuts in the Free-
thinker are as nothing in their offensiveness compared with a
statue to such a man as Charles H. in a Christian Church.”
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PROFANE JOKES.

The other day there was a sale of household
effects. Enter woman of the house, who has
beou out a short time, during which the
auctioneer has sold a large family Bible.

-Woman of the house (to neighbor): “ What
did tho family Bible fetch, Mrs. Jones?” Mrs.
Jones: “ A pound.” Woman of the house:
“ Only a pound ! Too bad, too bad ; an’it never
was opened.”

Another good old Providence story is in re-
lation to the foreknowledge of God. One of
the wags of those days got into an argument
with a Baptist minister upon the subject. *“ Do
you suppose that God kne ;" asked the wag,
“ that Brown and Ives would launch the ship
Ann Hope to-day at twelve o'clock?” “ Yes,”
said the minister, “ as much as that | am here
now.” “ Well,” said the wag, “ he got mistaken,
for they have put the launch off till next
week.”

The Sunday-school lesson was about Moses
and the Israelites in the wilderness, and the
teacher was asking questions of her scholars.
“ What did Moses strike the rock for?” she
inquired. “ For water,” answered the class
promptly. “ Was Moses blessed for what be
had done?” “ No, ma’am.” “ Why not?” This
was a poser for some time, but finally, a
tough looking small boy held up his hand.
“ Well, Tommy, why not ?” asked the teacher,
encouragingly. “ Because, mum, he didn't
strike it for beer.”

NOW READY.

Randolph Churchill:

Woodstock Bantam.
By G. W. FOOTE.

A searching review of the career of this scion of the
pauper House of Marlborough; showing how he has
veered like a wcather-coek, always following rhe wind
of self interest; how he has advanced himself by
vituperating Mr. Gladstone and denouncing “ at'eism ”
and sedition and how, leing devoid of genius or
principles, he bas won tho lead of the Tory party by
mere use of slang and cheek.

PRICE TWOPENCE.
Stitched in Neat Wrapper.

Radicals should circulate this pamphlet wholesale
duiiug the next few months.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter Street.

CRIMES OF
CHRISTIANITY,

G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler.

Part .—CHRIST TO CONSTANTINE.
Part II.—CONSTANTINE TO JOVIAN.
Part IIl.—ATHANASIUS TO HYPATIA.
Part IV— MONKE tY.
Part V— PIOUS FRAUDS.

10 pp. Price One Penny.

Ready Next Week,
Part YI.—PIOUS FRAUDS—([continued).

The succeeding parts will be issued at inter-
vals of a fortnight.

“ The two authors of this tract (which is
well described by the title) are doing a good
work in England in exposing tho prevailing
religion. They are able men, fluent and in-
teresting writers and energetic publishers. In
this tract new cases of Christian cruelty
are unearthed and new authorR cited as autho-
rities. We wish every English-reading Chris-
tian could have a copy.”—New York Truth-
seeker.

“ Will be found most useful by Freethinkers
engaged in controversy. Careful references
to authorities are given, and the work thereby
serves as a guide to wider reading.”— Our
Corner.

“ The evidence against the culprit, Chris-
tianity, is led with forensic skill. The
patristic writers are made to turn the muzzles
of their own guns upon their own entrench-
ments. Exceedingly relevant pas™ag s are
selected from such writers as Gibbon, Lecky
and Jortin, which go lar to establish that tuis
‘blessed Gospel* about,which we hear so
much from its hirelings is a demon-message
that has blighted and cqrsed the world.”—
Secular Review.
Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St., E.C.

The Freethinker.

SELLING RAPIDLY, THE
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—NOW READY—

SuMMER NUMBER Mill’s Christ

OF

“The Freethinker.”

ILLUSTRATIONS.

The Champion Wave-W alker.

Lion-King Daniel—(1) Lions Begging for
Sausage, (2) Dancing to the Te Denm,
(3) The Hoop Business.

Yahveh’'s Mill with Dagon — Twelve
Comic Tableaux.

The Last Supper ; or the Early Spread
of Christianity—Two Versions.

Funny Bible Sketches : — (1) Dr. God,
(2) Moses Selling his Waste, (3) Jehovah's
Tantrums, (4) A Dish for the Gods.

Daddy Long-L egs—full portrait.
Filled with the Spirit—Free of Duty.

ARTICLES.

A Mad Sermon. By G. "W Foote.

The History ofElijah. (Revised Version)..
By J. M. Wheeler.

Revising the Bible. By Arthur B. Moss

Christianity in the Cannibal Islands.
By George Standring.

Master God ; or,a “ Newish”
Christ. By Scoffer.
Dod Grile's Creed.

Cain and Abel; or the First Perform-
ance of “ Our Boys.”

Life of

MISCELLANEOQUS.
By W. P. Ball.
By H.

Lion-King Daniel.
The Devil's Celestial Journey.
Gordon Swift.
Jimmy Jaxon’'s Bible Essays.
Holy Conundrums.

On a Parson.

To Facetious Correspondents.
The Sky Pilots.

Ungodly Rib Ticklers.
Profane Tit Bits.

Sacred Advertisements.

PRICE THREEPENCE.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St.

RST NOW BEADY  SsA

SOME MISTAKES
OF MOSES.

By R G.jrtGERSOLL.

The only Complete Edition published
England ; accurately reprinted from the
Author’'s American Edition.

in

- WITH A BRIEF

INTRODUCTION by G. W. FOOTE.

A Handsome Volume of 136 pp.
Paper covers, Is. Bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Progressive Publishing Co , 28 Stonecutter St.

T)AD TRADE: ITS CAUSE AND CURE. With
b* three other pamphlets on the Villainy of L tw and
Lawyers. Post free, Six Penny Stamps. Should be
read by all.—J. Cook, 21 Lower Parade, New Brighton,
Cheshire.

p ENTERAL SERV aNT wanted. Age about twenty

Wages £14 a jear, to begin with, and an increase
if suitable. A Freethinker pre erred. Apply at 497
Caledonian Road, N., by letter, or personally from 8
to 6 pm.

-

By G. W. FOOTE.

Being an Exhaustive Examination and Ex-
posure of John Stuart Mill's panegyric on
Christ in his Essay on Theism.

Price Twopence.
In handsome wrapper; stitched.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St.

COMIC BIBLE SKETCHES.

PART L
Containing Thirty-nine Illustrations, including all
those for which Sir Henry Tyler unsuccessfully pro-
secuted Messrs. Bradlaugh, Foote and Ramsey. With
a Special Introduction bv G. W. Foote, and a Racy
Frontispiece. Handsomely printed on special paper,
and bound in colored wrapper.
Forty-eight large pages. Price Fourpence.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St.

Price Sixpence.

PROGRESS

A Monthly Magazine,

Edited by G. W. FOOTE.
The JULY NUMBER contains-
Beaconsfteld’'s Elisha. By the Editor.

The Earth and the Sun—(Their Relation). By
W. W. Collins.
Paul and the Early Christian Church. By J. M

Wheeler.
Prisoner for Blasphemy. XIIl. By G. w. Foote.
Heinrich Heine. By James Thomson (B.V.)
Stepniak’s New Book. By Edward Aveling.
Mr Chamberlain and Socialism- Thomas Maguiro

A Gauntlet: A Play in Three Acts. ByBjurnst-
jerne Bjornson.

« Progress is an advanced, thorough-going drastic
monthly.”—Oldham Chronicle.

“ Bids fair to become a standard magazine.”—
Northern Whig.

“ Deals in an intelligent manner with a variety of
social Jind literary subjects.”—Manchester Examiner.

“ Both variety and vigor. . . . Cheap and well got-
up.”—Bristol Mercury.

Will be welcome to all readers who love indepen-

dent speculation.”—Graphic.

“ Contains a good deal of thoughtful writing.”—
Perthshire Advertiser.

“ Ably wriuen.”—Reynoldsl

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter Street.

TO FREETHINKERS, Etc.
A Trial Solicited. Best Style, Fit and Value.

Fi-AJVEH'TOJST,
TAILOR. 14 Gt. Castle Street, W .

A FEW DOORS FROM REGENT GIRO OS.

RUBBER STAMPS.

National Secular Society Mono-
gram
Any two-letter Monogram
Name in full .1
Postage to any part of England
2d. extra Agents Wanted.

IRETON AND CO.,
92 Graokchdroh St., E.O.

~rOO

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.

Are acknowledged to bo the best Family Medicine in
the World by the many thousands that are using them
in preference to all others. It is almost impossible to
enumerate in an advertisement what they are good
for; it would take up too muck your time to read
it, and after you had read it you might say it was
only advertising puff; but I ask One Trial of the
LIVER PILLS; if not better than any you have tried
before, I cannot expect a continuance of your custom.
I recommend them for | ndigestion, Loss ofAppetite,
Dizziness, Biliousness, Costiveness, Nervousness,
Palpitation of the Heart, Piles, Etc., all of which
are, in many cases, paused by the Liver being inactive,
or what we call a sluggish Liver. Try some of the
LIVER PILLS as soon as you can, as they are Pure
Herb Pills, and may be used at any time by anyone
without any change of diet or danger of taking cold.
Prepared only by George Thwaites, 2 Church Row,
Stoektori-on-Tees. Sokl at Is. L-d and 2s. 9d. per box,
or by post for 15 or 36 Penny Stamps. A Price List
of Herbs free.

FTIEETH, 2s. 6d. each, on vulcanite; upper or lower

set, £1. Best quality, on vulcanite, 4s. a tooth;
upper or lower set, £2. No extras. Completed infour
hours when required. Beat teeth on Platinum, 7s. 6d.
each; on 18-caratgold, 25a. Painless extraction daily,
with gas, 6s.; without, la.; stopping, 2s. 6d.—MU.
S_TﬁNTON. R.D., 128 Stiaad, London. Hows nineto
eight. "

T WORSTER, Wine and Spirit Merchant, “ Duke
u * of Ormand,” Princes Street, Westminster. The
“ National Reformer,”*1Freethinker,” and other Free-
thought journals at the bar.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote at 28 Stone-
cutter Street, Farringdon Street, London, E.O



