EDITED

-BY G. W.

FOOTE.

Sub Editor—J. M. Wbeeler.

Vol. 1IV.—No. 31]

A ugust

cCoMIC SKETC Il

TEE REDEEMER.

A PIOUS PARTY.

” E seldom touch on politics in the Freethinker, partly
because there are so many other organs for the discussion
°f that subject, and partly because our space is too limited for
tbc treatment of other questions than those which come
Within our special purpose. Now and then, however, we
break through this rule, and we feel bound to do so when
every voice is needed on behalf of some great moral prin-
ciple. At the time of the Phcenix Park murders we thought
it necessary to say our word against that blind passion of
revenge which threatened to turn Ireland into a huge
prison for the guilty few and the innocent millions. Fortu-
nately there is no such need at present to speak for the
franchise Bill and against the Lords, for there is a roaring
Agitation going on that requires very little fanning. Yet it
M well to draw attention to the fact that those who arc
denying common justice, in the shape of political rights, to
two millions of their fellow men, are the particular friends
of religion. The Tories are not only, as Mill said, the
stupid party ; they are the pious party. They are also the
immoral party. People acquainted with history and the
World arc perfectly aware that these three qualities are ex-
tremely compatible, and have a strong tendency to run
together.

| lie pious party prosecuted the Freethinker and procured
°ur imprisonment. Sir Henry Tyler who set the ball
rolling, the City of London Corporation who pushed it
ftlong, and Sir llardinge Giffard who guided it to its desti-
nation at the feet of Judge North, were all Tories. Tory
money paid for all the expenses, and Tory tongues did all
the pleading. It was a Tory job from beginning to end.

It is the same pious party that has for four years vilified
Mr. Bradlaugh, robbed him of his seat, tried to ruin him,
answered his manly appeals for fair-play with brute force,
and manufactured against him so many brazen falsehoods
and cunning misrepresentations, that one might almost fancy
tbe Tory leader to be neither Lord Salisbury nor Lord
Churchill, but “ the father of lies ” himself. The principals
and accomplices in this nefarious conspiracy have not
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succeeded, because their ability was not equal to their malice.
They have also got “ the wrong sow by the ear.” Mr.
Bradlaugh has shown himself more than a match for the
whole pious gang, their plotters, their lawyers, and their
purse-holders. Even now, when they fancy he is in a fatal
corner, they are probably deceived as they have been all
along. Mr. Bradlaugh’slegal fights remind us of Frederick
the Great's campaigns. That great soldier often met with
what looked liked irretrievable defeat, but proved it to have
been only a rebuff, and he always won in the end.

Mr. Newdegate, who began the worrying of Mr. Brad-
laugh, is as everybody knows a fine old port-wine Tory.
He still takes the British Constitution a great deal under
his protecting wing, but he does not so habitually wear that
self-satisfied smirk which illustrated his dull face before Mr.
Bradlaugh taught him a memorable lesson. He is now
very much in the position of a well-mangled cur, who has
had an ugly crunching from the big dog he worried ; and
his friends have for some time been subscribing for plaster.
Not having obtained enough yet, they have just issued a
whip for five hundred pounds’ worth more.

This whip takes the form of a circular from “ The Newde-
gate Law Costs Committee,” who style themselves “ noble-
men and gentlemen,” probably lest the public should never
suspect them to be cither. They start with the statement
that “ Mr. Newdegatc has rendered in the Bradlaugh case
a great public service.” Well, it is perhaps a consolation to
them to think so, but they would find it difficult to specify
this “ great public service.” AIll Mr. Newdegate has done
is to lose a lot of money as well as his case, and to get a
cutting reprimand from the Lord Chief Justice of England.
At least that is all we are aware of. If he has gained any-
thing else, which can be discerned without a Tory micro-
scope, it would be well to have it pointed out. The
Newdegate committee do nothing of the kind. They are as
vague as the incompetent dragoman, who, when he was
asked by the travellers, “ Well, where is Jerusalem ?” swept
the horizon with his hand and answered “ There.”

They next state that Mr. Newdegate *“ has expended
large sums of money beyond those incurred in legal expenses.”
Indeed ! We should like full particulars of this outlay. It
would be a pretty document for posterity if they are incline |
for an historical study of the influence of piety on morals.

The first name on the Committee is the Marquis of
Salisbury’s, the chief spokesman of the arrogant Tory
majority in the Lords. His God is, in more senses than
one, the Lord of Lords; a bogey to frighten common
people from asking for their rights in this world, raised
by Priestcraft for the profit of Privilege. If this hectoring
aristocrat had his way, he would make everybody go to
his church and subscribe to his creed. For the purpose of
injuring an Atheist he is quite willing to associate with the
impenitent descendants of those who crucified his Lord, but
he is equally ready to do them a shrewd turn when the
opportunity arises. It was publicly stated a few years ago,
without any contradiction, that in all the leases on his
estates around the Haymarket there is a special clause
against sub-letting to Jews. We hope the chosen people
are sensible of this noble toleration.

Sir Stafford Northcote comes next. Poor old gentleman!
He is corrupted by bad company, and wears the air of a
smiling villain with great bravado. But you can see all the
while that he is ill at ease and would like to skedaddle.
Why does he not retire from politics altogether, aud devote
himself to distributing prizes at local institutes ? Nature
has exactly fitted him for such work.

The Earl of Itedesdale figures next. This “ nobleman ”
cut a silly figure in the House of Lords a couple of years
ago when he introduced a little Bill for the disfranchise-
ment of all Atheists, which Lord Salisbury himself helped
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to smother. The only other member of the Committee we
need notice is Lord Mayor Fowler, a person we know some-
thin? of, as he sat on the Bench during our trial at the
Old Bailey, looking the very picture of Christian impudence.
Ever since he became Lord Mayor, this “ gentleman ” has,
to borrow a phrase from his orthodox friends in Holloway
Gaol, been “ on the pious lay.” He sprinkles his public
speeches with pious expressions, and if ever he comes down
in the world, he might get a living in a pulpit. This
pious worthy is, we presume, the prime mover in the
well-fed agitation against the London Municipal Bill; and,
like Mr. Newdegate, he knows something about secret-ser-
vice money spent in the cause of God and his Tory friends.
At any rate he is the Mr. R. N. Fowler, M.P., who said
“ kick him out” when Mr. Bradlaugh was struggling
against illegal violence in the lobby of the House of
Commons ; and whom the junior member for Northampton
has more than once seen beyond all question full of the
spirit. He and the rest of the Newdegate Committee arc very
pious, and are willing to sacrifice all they have in the Lord’s
service. They are worth, between them, probably a million
a year. Yet, instead of either of them giving Mr. Newde-
gate a cheque for that paltry five hundred pounds, they
actually appeal to others to make up the amount. How
generous ! They are a pious party, and the Lord should
be proud of them. G. W. FOOTE.

THE EVOLUTION OF JAHVEIL

I n the beginning when men created gods they made them
in their own image, cruel, unrestrained, and vacillating.
All the early religions give evidence of the savage nature
of ancient man. The departed gods, viewed in the light of
modern ideals, were all ugly devils. The boasted God of the
Jews is no exception. Although the books of the Old
Testament do not give us the earliest and doubtless still
more savage beliefs of the Israelites, the oldest portions,
such as the legends embodied in Genesis and the historical
books, sufficiently betray that Jahveh was no better than his
compeers. It is evident that originally he was only one of
many gods. He is always spoken of as a family deity—
the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob. Human
sacrifices were at one time offered to him (see Gen. xxii.; Lev.
xxvii., 29; Numbers xxv., 4; Judges xi., 31—3I!);
1 Samuel xv., 23; Micah vi.,, G 7). He is anthropo-
morphic, yet anything but a gentleman. In his decalogue
he describes himself as “ a jealous god, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children until the third and fourth
generation.” He delights in blood and sacrifice. He is
entitled “ a god of battles,” “ Lord of hosts,” and “ a man
of war.” He has the form, the movements, and the im-
perfections of a human being. Man is said to be made in
his image and after his likeness. It is plain these words
must be taken in their literal significance, since, a little
further on, Adam is described, in the same language, as
having begotten Seth “ in his own likeness and after his
image ” (Genesis v., 3).

Jahveh walks in the garden in the cool of the day. He
has to come down to see the tower of Babel (Genesis xi., ft).
He covers Moses with “ his hand” so that he should not
see “ his face ” ; and while Moses stood in a clift of the
rock Jahveh shows him “ his back parts” (Exodus xxxiii.,
23). He makes clothes for Adam and Eve, and writes his
laws with his own finger. After six days’ work we are told
that “ on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed”
(Exodus xxxi., 17). When Noah sacriSced wo are told
that “ Jahveh smelled a sweet savor ” (Gen. vii., 21). He
creates mankind and then regrets their creation—*“ It re-
pented Jahveh that he had made man on the earth and it
grieved him at his heart ” (Genesis vi., G). lie puts a bow
in the clouds in order to remember his vow, and again and
again he repents of the evil which he thought to do unto
his people. (See Exodus xxxii., 14 ; Numbers Xiv.,; 2 Sam.
xxiv., 16; Jonah iii.,, 10; etc.)

Jacob wrestles with him; and when things do not go
as they wish, Moses, Joshua, David and Job no more hesi-
tate to remonstrate with their deity than the African hesi-
tates to chide the fetish that does not answer his prayers.

In the early books Jahveh is both irascible and unjust.
His dander is soon up, and his vengeance usually falls on
the wrong parties. Eve eats the forbidden fruit and all
her female descendants are condemned to pains at child-
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birth. Pharaoh refuses to let the Hebrews go and the
firstborn child of every Egyptian family is slain, and other
dreadful afflictions are poured on the innocent people. David,
like a wise king, takes a census of his nation and Jahveh
punishes him by slaying seventy thousand of the people by
a pestilence (1 Chron. xxi., 1— 17). He slaughters fifty
thousand inhabitants of the little village of Bethshemesh
for innocently looking into his travelling-trunk on its return
from captivity (1 Samuel vi., 19). He smites Uzzah for
putting his hand to save the ark from falling (2 Samuel vi.,
G, 7), and withers Jeroboam’s hand for venturing to put
it upon the altar (1 Kings xiii., 4) He sends bears to Kkill
forty-two little children for calling Elisha “ bald-head”
(2 Kings ii., 23, 24), and his general conduct is that of a
barbarous, bloodthirsty and irresponsible tyrant. TVe say
nothing here of the character of his favorite people. “ Man
paints himself in his gods,” said Schiller.

The captivity of the Jews and their consequent contact
with other nations led to their own refinement and an en-
larged ideal of their divinity. He improves much in his
character, tastes and propensities. Nehemiah addresses
Jahveh in the elevated tone the Persians addressed
Ahura-Mazda. Whereas in the old days Jahveh ordered
whole hetacombs of sheep and oxen to be sacrificed to him,
doubtless because his priests liked beef and mutton (they
had the meat and he had the smell)—the prophet Isaiah
in his first chapter writes, “ To what purpose is the multi-
tude of your sacrifices unto me ? saitli Jahveh. Wash you,
make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from
before my eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead
for the widow.” Similarly, Micah gives worship an ethical
instead of a ceremonial character: “ Will Jahveh be pleased
with thousands of rams, or with ten thousand rivers of oil ?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of
my body for the sin of my soul? He hath showed thee, O
man, what is good; and what doth Jahveh require of thee
but to do justly and love mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God.” Ezekiel bluntly contradicts Moses, and declares
that “ the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son”
(xviii., 20).

The second Tsaiah even looks forward to the time when
Gentiles will acknowledge the Jewish Jahveh, and Zechariah
declares “ Thus saitli Jahveh of hosts: In those days it
shall come to pass that ten men shall take hold of all
languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt
of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we
have heard that God is with you ” (viii., 23).

Jewish vanity did not permit tolerance to extend beyond
this. Even in the New Testament God only offers salva-
tion to those that believe, and mercilessly damns all the rest.
“ An honest God is the noblest work of man,” and theists of
all kinds have found great difficulty in supplying the article.

Herbert Spencer, in his paper on “ Religion” in the
January number of the Nineteenth Century, well says: “ If
we contrast the Hebrew God described in primitive tradi-
tion, man-like in appearance, appetites and emotions, with
the Hebrew God as characterised by the prophets, there is
shown a widening range of power along with a nature in-
creasingly remote from that of man. And on passing to
the conceptions of him which are now entertained, we are
made aware of an extreme transfiguration. By a conve-
nient obliviousness, a deity who in early times is represented
as hardening men’s hearts so that they may commit punish-
able acts, and as employing a lying spirit to deceive them,
comes to be mostly thought of as an embodiment of virtues
transcending the highest we can imagine.” And so the idea
of God devclopes

“ Tillby broad spreading it disperse to nought.”

For the process is not simply from the savage to the civi-
lised— it is from the definite to the dim. As man advances
God retires. With each increase of our knowledge of
nature the sphere of the supernatural is lessened till all
deities and devils are seen to be but reflexions of man’s
imagination and symbols of his ignorance.

J. M. W heelek.

A ci-Ei'GYMAN was telling a marvellous story, when his little
girl said, “ Now, pa, is that story true, or isit only preaching V"

“ Pa, asked Walter, “ what is a Buddhist? ” “ A Buddhist,
my son,” replied pa, “ is a—well—a sort of horticultural chap—
you've heard of budding fruits, you know !
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SNEER FOR SNEER.

Y ea, sneer, all ye black-coated crow,
With the hate you so well understand!
Condemn ev'ry act that we do,
And call us the scum of the land.
Though your furious anger is hurled
At ev'rything bearing our name,
Wo can gaze in the eyes of the world
With never a semblance of shame!

Wo are not surprised you pretend
To believe all the rubbish you teach,
For your living would be at an end
If you discontinued to preach.
But wo treat your professions with scorn,
For wo spy your base motives with ease.
Oar creed is not salary-born,
Our faith does not feed upon fees!

In tho backwoods the bushrangers hate

Each influx of bold pioneers,
Which brings them a day nearer fate,

And shakes their black bosoms with fears.
So you look with dread for the day

When your gold-greedy trade shall be lost,
Your hypocrite creed swept away,

And the conntry relieved of your cost!

Yea, sneer, all ye black-coated tribe,
At the free-lances out of your fold.
You have yielded your minds for a bribe,
You have bartered your reason for gold !
Oh, miserable hypocrite creed,
A curse for long centuries past,
Your glory is waning, indeed,
And the end is approaching you fast !
F. W. B.

ACID DROPS.

At tho Sunderland Police-court Father Aloysius Joseph
Bogan, a Roman Catholio priest, and a woman named Annie
mHarper, were convicted of being drunk and disorderly together
at the railway station. During tho day they had been going
about from one public-house to another with a crowd follow-
1y them and shouting “ Amen.”

Clara Rushell, a Scripturo reader at Rugby, has been
fined £5 and the costs for relieving her mistress of a gold
watch and other light articles. Probably her favorite scrip-
tural reading has been the narrative of tho spoiling of the
Egyptians and tho stories of tho roligious plundering expedi-
tions of Moses, Joshua, David and other special favorites of
too Deity.

An American visitor describes Jerusalem as “ full of
Wanks.” Its sacred character attracts “ religious drift-wood ”

all kinds, so that the Holy City has now becomo an abode
°f Second Adventists, Restitutionists, Latter-Day Prophets,
find a thousand and ono other “ peculiar people,” besides of
oourso numerous representatives of tho orthodox Greek,
Roman and Protestant Churches. Thanks to Mohammedan
supremacy, these Christians are not often abloto quarrel over
Iho Holy Sepulchre and spill each othor’s blood as they used
10 do. By such dovices as admitting rival sects through
separato doors and on distinct days of tho week, and by
stationing a body of soldiors on tho spot to maintain order,
lho infidel Turk has aotually suoceeded in making theso
gentlo Christians keep tho pcaco towards each other oxcopt

special occasions, when tho lovo of God proves too strong
lor moro prudential considerations.

According to tho Constantinople correspondent of tho
standard, a caso of tho kind ha3 just occurred. It appears
lout tho floor of tho Chapel of tho Virgin in the Holy
‘jkpulchre needs replacing by now stone, and both tho
Roman Catholio and tho orthodox Greek clergy claim tho
It ? repair, and consequently of taking tho fees for
“emission to tho edifice. Feeling ran so high_that tho pre-
enco of Turkish troops alone prevented tho rival Christians
rom deciding their disputes by blows.

. Tub Salvation Army disturbances still oontinuo in Switzer-
At Bicnno 300 soldiers had to bo called out and tho
meetings aro prohibited for the present. Tho Christians of
! WRzerland don’t want to bo evangelised by strangers. They
“Wb been born again os much as thoy dcsiro.

Christians think it right to imprison Freethinkers for
urting their feelings, but they forget, or rather their hope-
ws disunion and not their will compols them to enduro
without legal punishment, tho offensive views and revolting
octrines put forth by rival sects or by less thoughtful and
uumano brolhrcn nominally of tho samo Church.
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minent” Christian, who apparently has been humanised a
little by an admixturo of Scienco with his Christianity, says
that his roligious feelings have been “ severely shocked”
during his visits to a certain theologioal seminary, by hearing
the Professor expatiate before his class of theological students
on the classified properties of God, what he is, and what he
is not. “ Such a lecture,” he says, is to scientific people like
himself “ nothing but arrogance and blasphemy.” If blas-
phemy is to be punished, surely Christians should be sent to
gaol for it as well as Freethinkers, or rather before them.

T he Christian Globe, having exhausted its stock of fulsome
appellations for tho Rose of Sharon, now calls him “ The
Greater David.” It says that when the blind beggar appealed
to Jesus as the Son of David, this meant he was a greater
David. Both were born at Bethlehem, and of the one tho
Lord said “ | have found a man after my own heart, that shall
fulfil all my will,” and of the other, “ This is my beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased.” Whatever may be thought
of the greater David, the man after God’s own heart was a
consummate scoundrel. Ho not only seduced the wife of a
faithful warrior, but treacherously caused her husband to be
put to death in order to obtain unrestrained possession of her.

Says tho Christian Globe, “ as a conqueror David was the
most perfect type of Christ.” Let us see how he treated tho
vanquished. “ And he brought forth the peoplo . . . and put
them under saws and under harrows of iron, and under axes of
iron, and mado them pass through the brick-kiln : and thus
did he unto all the cities of the children of Ammon”
(2 Sam. xii., 31). What ideas Christians must have of their
Savior when this worse than Bashi-Bazouk is considered a
perfect typo of him!

“ Stand out of tho way,” said Talmago, in his last sermon,
“ and let this colony of tender-footed modern Christians oome
up and get their crowns.” We always thought that it was
the head that was the most tender part about modern Chris-
tians.

The Christian Herald printed a brief acoount of the career
of tho late Joseph Barker in its last number. We suggest to
tho editor that a verbatim report of the debato between
Thomas Cooper and Joseph Barker on “ God ” would be much
more lively reading.

God's holy word, apart from deliberate corruptions and in-
terpolations, has certainly not been miraculously free from
mistake. Wo have heard of an edition which mado tho
seventh commandment read “ Thou shalt commit adultery.”
Another makes Matt. v.. 9, read “ Blessed aro the place-
makers." One of tho most curious slips is tho omission of
the letter ¢ in ono version of 1 Cor. xv., 51: “ Behold | Bhew
you a mystery ; wo shall not all sleep, but wo shall all be
hanged.” A Biblo published by the Oxford Press in 1810
makes Hebrews ix., 14, read: “ How much moro shall the
blood of Christ, who through tho Eternal Spirit offered him-
self without spot to God, purge your conscience from good
works to serve tho living God.” Judged by their conduct, we
should think most Christians take this as the correct version

Cardinal Manning, speaking at tho opening of a new
Catholic chapel at Birmingham, remarked that “ they who
would draw their Christianity out of the written Scripture
had proved for centuries the inefficiency of that rule of faith
by the multitudinous contradictions and evcr-incroasing
diversity of interpretation that had been put upon that word.
Tho astuto cardinal is quito right. Tho Protestant soots have
mado a vcritablo “ nose of wax ” out of thoir Jew-book fetish,
but that is no reason why intelligent mortals should go to the
elderly gentleman at tho Vatican for their beliefs.

Cardinal Manning laments that wo lived “ in a day when
philosophy had becomo godless. Men had turned their backs
on Christian science, and science was now godless. There
was one more branch of unbelief, and that was godless educa-
tion—tho culture and development of tho human roason and
tho fitting of man for tho lifo of this world without God.”
Just so, your ominenco, and all tho lamentation in tho world
will not altor tho happy consummation. But, says tho
Cardinal, “ morals could not be taught without God.” What
bosh 1 Tho systems of morals taught by Aristotle, by Con-
fucius and by Buddha were all independent of any such idea ;
it indeed has nover had any but a disturbing effect on
morality, which concerns itself solely with human conduct
and “ the fitting of man for tho lifo of this world.”

T he Christian Million has a story of a little boy who wrote
his prayer on a piece of paper and sont it up as a “ mes-
senger ” to his kito and then cut the string. Returning to
his mother * with his faco all sunshino and rainbows," ho told
her that ho guossed God had got his prayer by that time.
Tho Christian Million thinks that though tho unbeliever will
no doubt smilo at tho boy's faith, yet his prayer sent up in
such confidence was far moro likely to reach its destination

A " pro- | than many moro eloquent potitions. Wo agree that ono high-
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flown petition is as likely to arrive at its address as another.
The C. M. concludes by telling us that if we “ look up expect-
ing an answer to” our prayers, “ the Lord will surely prove to
us a prayer-hearing and prayer:answering God.” The more
Christians know that their hopes and assertions are not
realised in practice the more they bolster them up with such
strong expressions as “ surely,” “ beyond all doubt,” and bo
forth. We beg to remind them that this is dangerously akin
to wilful lying.

Calvinists, of whom Mr. Spurgeon is a representative,
believe that only the elect can be saved, but at the same time
they have also to accept the biblical statements that Jesus
died for all and that whosoever will shall be saved. The
Calvinistio theory of free-will and predestination was thus
parodied by Lorenzo Dow:

You can and you can't,
You shall and you shan't,

You will and you won't ;
You'll be damned if you do

And bo damned if you don't.

The blasphemy is not ours. We merely quoto the irreverent
verse from tho Christian Commonwealth, which equally rejects
Spurgeon’s Calvinism and Moody’s “ commercial view ” of
the atonement. The C. C. believes that an honest return to
primitive faith and practice (including miracles and com-
munism ?) would harmonise the “ conflicting systems ” which
“ now divide, and often disgrace, the various sects of what is
usually called Christendom.”

The Western Independent publishes a long letter from a
rabid correspondent, who labors under tho common Christian
delusion that Freethinkers are a section of the criminal
classes, and ought to be punished as suoh by the State. It
seems to be an utterly intolerable offence in his eyes that a
number of men have “ arrogated to themselves the pompous
titles oi Freethinkers, Secularists, Atheists,” and so forth,
and his wrath boils over when he finds that they have claimed
liberty, and have actually dared to hold a Secular Conference
at Plymouth to organise and strengthen the Freethought
movement, or as he says “ to insult, to degrade, to mock, to
misrepresent and libel tho whole community.” *“ Robbery”
is to his mind our object. We are “ persecuting tyrants,”
under whom freedom is impossible. We actually dare to
“ denounce the alleged persecutions of the Christians, as if”
wo “ were free from the sin "—ODly faultless saints like this
inspired correspondent having, we presume, tho right to com-
p'ain of iho misdeeds of others. And this Christian madman,
this representative of tho venomous slander and intolorant
bigotry of religious fanaticism, has the audacity to sign him-
self “ A lleal Freethinker.” His ideas of truth and justice
are evidently drawn from the Bible.

Saul was looking after his father’'s assos when Samuel was
appointed by tho Lord to anoint him King of Israel. Tho
Israelites were apparently in search of tho same kind of

beasts. The asses were found, and so was Saul.
Tiie Devil is said to quoto Scripture for his purpose. He
tLooses by preference the psalms of David.
Dog-matisji—Teaching a child its cat-echism.
D avid says “ the wicked flee when no man pursueth.” Ho

ought to bo a good authority, as he was so often on tho run
himself.

David slew the giant Goliath with a stone. It requires no
great courage to throw a stone at a giant—and run away.

A Challenge to Fight.
Scene—A Mountain with Valley beneath.

David, in valley (to Goliath): Yah! [I'll pull your nose
fot you if | come up to you! [I'll mako you into mincemeat,
you long-legged son of a Philistine !

Goliath (from above): Go on, now ! None of your cheek,
or I'll blow you to pieces, and lot your friends pick up tho
fragments.

David: What will you do?
a stone and throws at Goliath.
raises a lump).

Goliath (blubbering) : Oh, oh! You paltry coward—
wait till I get you down our court1l [Ho waits].

cuBTAIN

I'll show you. (Ho picks up
It hits him on the head and

W iiebe ahe the Missionaries—There had been a funeral,
and among tho wreaths was one bearing tho name of “ Jesus."
Referring to this afterwards, 1st Littlo Boy says: “ Ah, did
you see ‘Jesus’?” 2nd L. B. (excitedly): “ No. Was that
him a-driving the horses ?” 1st L. B. (contcmptously) : “ No
—in course not.” 2od L. B.: “ Then was that him with the
lorg coat, as went inside?” 1st L. B.: “ No; ho wasn't there
atoll.” 2nd L. B.: “ Then who is JesuB? Where does he
live? What does he do ?” 1st L. B. (sulkily) : “ Oh, I don't
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know—he don’t live anywheres as | knows on. | was a-talking
about that 'ere wreath.”

There are a number of prairie wolves loose in Epping
Forest. They were introduced by a gentleman who set them
at liberty in ignorance of their true character, and they have
since multiplied. Our joker says that tho real prayery wolves
—for this is the mode of spelling he prefers—frequent pulpits
rather than forests, and aro dressed in sheeps’ clothing dyed
black. When steps are taken for trapping the foreign
wolves, he thinks this two-legged native species should by no
means be neglected, as their depredations aro by no means
limited to the farmer’s poultry-yard.

A sermon by the Rev. Reuen Thomas, reported in the East
London Observer, rightly says that “ Christianity had some-
thing in common with other religions, but that which made
it Christianity was not that which it possessed in common
with them, but that in which it differed from other religions.”
The common possession is human morality, taught alike by
Buddhist, Hindu, Confucian and Mohammedan. The special
features of Christianity are its miracles, its hell, its atoning
blood, its ecclesiastical organisation, and its intolerant spirit.

T he Church Times says: “ When we reflect that in less than
three centuries Christianity had vanquished the Empire,
every thoughtful man must see that its success would have
been absolutely impossible if the Lord had not been with it.”
Was the Lord, then, with Buddhism, which spread over India
in a less space of time, or with Mohammedanism, or modern
Mormonism, which in this enlightened age had more followers
within twenty years of tho death of its founder than Chris-
tianity had in its firstcentury ? It was not till established by the
tyrant Constantine that Christianity vanquished the Empire,
and down to tho present time this “ precious gift of God”
has not been communicated to a quarter of the world’s in-
habitants, and is repudiated by the strongest and most culti-
vated minds in the lands where it has been adopted: the
tendency to disbelieve growing everywhere with tho advance
of scientific knowledge and critical discrimination.

T he much boasted-of Protestant bishopric of Jerusalem has
been allowed to die out, tho Prussian government, upon
whom devolved the right of appointing a new bishop, having
declined to havo anything to do with tho matter. A Prussian

, pamphlet on tho subject declaros that tho Protestant mission

in Jerusalem has “ simply been entirely barren of results,
either good or bad.” At the so-called cathedral, which will
not accommodate 200 persons, the cross has boon replaced
by the Decalogue in Hebrew characters, in ordor to attract tho
Jews. -

A visitor described tho lato Bishop of Jerusalem, Dr.
Alexander, who was a perverted Jew, as always addressing
his congregation with tho words, “ Let us bray." This
invitation did not provo so attractive to tho visitor as it did
to the nobleman, distinguished by urbanity and absenco of
mind, who, when he heard tho parson say, “ Lot us bray,”
responded, “ By all means, if you desire to do so.”

The Rov. H. Fletchor, rector of tho boautiful villago of
Grassmcre, dissatisfied with tho number of communicants at
his church, has issued a notice that ho will not give Ghristiau
burial to any person who has neglected to appoar at the com-
munion tnblo, and who has died without expressing contrition
for the cflcnce. Perhaps, as in tho case or most threats, the
Rev. H. Fletcher never intends to carry out his programme,
or he may bo rominded that in respect to tho burial office ho
is simply a State official, and must act as the law directs.

Principal Tulloch has put out abook on “ Modorn Theories
in Philosophy and Scienco,” wherein ho says of Darwin: “ Ho
was not a philosopher. His genius wasjalmost solely a genius
of observation and narration laoking both in spiritual and
synthetic insight.” This judgment upon tho man who has
put forward the most magnificent synthetic generalisation
of the century will sufficiently spoak for tho Presbytorian
Principal’s claims to deal with tho subject.

The Liverpool Echo, referring to the drumming and bowling
of the Salvation Army, says: “ Tho truth is that lifo is
becoming burdensome by tho braying and dinning of a
handful of Christians who arrogate to themsolvos a mission
to preach to everybody else, and who, in tho main, havo not
a single qualification for the task.”

The Christian Aye says: “ There aro still many unsolved
mysteries connected with our Lord’s manifestations to hi*
disciples after his doath and his triumphant conquest of tho
tomb." Quito true. Among those unsolved mysterios aro why
tho Jews were not converted by such a miraclo, why Jesus is
only said to havo appeared to boliovers, and why even theso
are in hopeless contradiction as to his appcarancos ?

A bright little school boy was disgusted when told that ram-
rods were not named from Nimrod, the mighty hunter.
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SPECIAL NOTICE.

MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, August 3, Hall of Soience, Old Street, London, E.U, at
7.30, on “ Sky Pilots.”

August 10, Hall of Scienco, London; 17, C'* er°“\0"er
London ; 24, Milton Hall, London ; 31, Milton Hall.Londo u P .
7, Hall of Science, London; 14, Hall .of Science London; 21, Glasgow,

28, Edinburgh. Oct. 5, Liverpool; 19, Manchester. Nov. 16, Not
tingham.

CORRESPONDENTS.
Ail business communications to be addressed to the Manager,

28 Stoneoutter Street, Farringdon Street, E.C.
munications to the Editor of the Freethinker,
Street, London.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, directly from the office, post free
to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at the fol.
lowing rates, prepaid :—One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 3d.;
Three Months, Is. 7£d;

Received with Thanks—Mahomet, J. O. D., L; Murtred.

S. Brown.—Neither Yoltaire nor Paine recanted. See Mr. Foote's
“ Death’s Test” for full information as to the end of both these
great Freethinkers. We never heard any death-bed story about
John Stuart Mill, but we infer from your query that there is one
growing up. When it takes a definite shape we will deal with it,
but we can safely declare it a lie beforehand.

A. Parker, 8 Parade, Crown Road, Fulham, sells this paper and
other Secular publications.

Helen P.—Mr. Robert Forder, 6 Cambridge Terrace, Islington, N.,
will supply you with all the particulars as to the National Seoular
Society.

R. W. Binbtead—We regret the omission. Shall appear.

A. L. P.—Persevere in the good path. We are always delighted to
find the women on our side.

"e Standage writes on behalf of the Southend Sunday Prosecution
Defence Committee, stating that in consequence of Mr. Petherick’s
illness he has taken the matter in hand pro tem. Subscribers and
correspondents may still send to 29 Osnaburgh Street, N.W.

J. Robertson—The price of Mr. Bradlangh’s “ Anthropology " is
fourpence. We can supply you.

Unknown.—The extract from Brougham on Yoltaire was used by
Mr. Foote in his trials, and appears in the report.

Bawden Byne—The verse is more appropriate for the National
lieformer. Other in due course.

H L.—Your question as to whore religion ends and superstition
begins was answered by Hobbes, who wrote that superstition is
a religion out of fashion, religion is a superstition in fashion,

R. Garbutt, No. 10a New Delavel Colliery, Northumberland, has a
lot of back numbers of tho Freethinker to dispose of.

W. Eggleston.—Glad yon liko our Summer Number so well.
having an extraordinary sale. Thanks for the enclosure.
D. Oakley—Wo regret to hear that you were disappointed by the
non-appearanoe of one of our outdoor lecturers last Sunday. Mr.

Itamsoy will supply you with all information as to tho sale of

Literary com.
28 Stoneoutter

It is

literature. You might have a parcel direct from our office. The
shop is closed at two on Saturdays.
C. W. Lee—Mr. Foote's “ Bible Romances,” Mr. Bradlaugh's

“ Genesis,” Paine’s “ Age of Reason,” and “ Supernatural Reli-
gion,” for a start.

W. Pearson—Wo cannot deal with the doath of Voltaire again at
prosont.

Y ouno Atheist—The son of a bastard can only be considered ille-
gitimate on tho Biblical view. Dout. xxiii., 2, sayB: “ A bastard
shall not entor into tho oongrogation of the Lord ; even to his tenth
generation shall he not enter into the congregation of the Lord.”
We never heard of tho Duke of Marlborough being a bastard, nor
do wo see that it matters if he was, since he was made a duke
for his military services.

Signalman, R.N.—Tho real reason the clergy avoid discussion is
because it is found to militate against thoir creed. We are glad
to know, as we do from many sources, of the progross Freethought
is making in tho navy.

Inquirer asks if the “ high legal authorities” who requested Mr.
Arthur Brown, tho coroner of Nottingham, to violato his oath in
the case of tho death of Sir W. Williams, are connected with the
legal authorities who sat in the Bradlaugh oath case ?

F. Simmonds.—Soe answer to S. Brown.

Luciter—«B ill Jones on Prayer,” by the late James Thomson
(B.V.), which appears in the August number of Progress, has not
been printed before. It is an original poem, now published for
tho first time, with the consent of Mr. Thomson’'s oxooutors. The
Progressive Publishing Company have in tho pross a complete
collection of his “ blasphemous * writings. The volume will be
ready shortly.

Swansea Freethinker.—Wo dealt with the Western Mail
It isn't worth another paragraph.

J°HN Poor.—Pleased to hear that, although you have discontinued
your subscription, you get your Freethinker through an agent.
That is generally the best way.

r « Subna—We suppose it was tho current number of the hoy’s
Own Paper, butit went into tho waste-basket, and we cannot be
more specific now. Thanks for cuttings.

**e A. Barker—Wo have no room for political matter.

Agents wantod in town and country to soil this papor and other
Freethought literature.

tT is particularly requested that all orders for literature should bo
sont to W. J. Itamsoy, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, to whom
nil Post Offioo Orders should bo made payable. Considerable
delay and annoyance are caused by the disregard of this rule.
In remitting stamps halfpenny ones are preferred.

last week.
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EDITORIAL.

Mr. W heeter's return to work enables Mr. Foote to
devote a little more time to literary labors outside the Free-
thinker. He has begun the completion of his “ Bible
Romances,” all of which will be published this summer.
N umbers nineteen and twenty, “ Gospel Ghosts’ and “ A
Rising God ” will be ready next week.

Our Summer Number is selling amazingly. Its success
eclipses everything of the kind in the history of Freethought.
There have been some hints of a fresh prosecution, but we
fancy the bigots, like Mr. Gladstone over the Lords, will
think once, twice and thrice before they again try to
abolish the Freethinker.

W e desire to call our readers’ especial attention to Pro-
gress. The August number is one of the brightest ever
issued. It contains, among other articles, the continuation
of Mr. Foote’s “ Prisoner for Blasphemy.”

SUGAR PLUMS.

The large room of the Invicta Club, Woolwich, was filled
on Thursday evening, July 24, with what the snobbish journals
call “ a highly respectable audience,” including a very fair
sprinkling of ladies, to hear Mr. Foote lecture on “ Judas
Iscariot.” The lecture was delivered under the auspices of
the Woolwich Branch of the N. S. S., and was intended to be
the first of a regular series in the town, which sadly needs a
little education in Freethought. 1

Mr. Foote received an exceptionally warm welcome at
Milton Hall last Sunday. Despite the summer season, there
was a fine audience, even more numerous than the previous
week. Next Sunday Mr. Foote lectures at the Hall of Scienco
on “ Sky Pilots.” .

We have received the first three numbers of the Liberator,
a new Freethought paper, started by our friend and old
colleague, Mr. Joseph Symes. As our readers may surmise,
itis a very lively journal, and well calculated to make the
orthodoxy of Australia gnash its teeth and tear its hair.
With his usual gallantry, Mr. Symes defends the Freethinker
against its mean, unscrupulous detainers out there. From
timo to time we shall bring tho Liberator before our readers’
notice. For the present we wish its editor all success, and
may his pluok never be rewarded with the gaol.

We learn from Mr. Symos’s paper that the Freethinker has
actually been seized at tho shop where the Liberator is pub-
lished. The official who has rashly undertaken to protect
religion in Melbourne is Mr. Langridge, Commissioner of
Customs, who apparently thinks that it is part of his duty to
stop contraband thought as well as contraband goods. The
Melbourne Secularists, however, deny his right to do any-
thing of tho kind, and they promise to test tho question in
tho law courts.

The Melbourne Age, which we have just rccoived, has a
very curious artiolo on this subject. It tries to blow hot and
cold. It would like to send the culprits to gaol, but it fears
that punishment would not silence them. Do not, cries the
Age, make martyrs of Mr. Foote’s followers, for the experi-
ment has failed on him ; “ the result of his year’'s imprison-
ment being that he has gained notoriety and sympathy, has
beon presented with a testimonial, has increased tne circula-
tion of tho Freethinker, renewB tho offence of gross illustra-
tions, and sots the English judges at defiance.” So tho Ago
recommends tho authorities to leave Mr. Foote and h,s
writings alone. How pretty! Tho charitable Christians
would readily murder us if they woro sure of gaining some-
thing by it; but as they are not, they decline the trouble and
expense of our assassination. Really, when they bring out
the noxt Revised Version of thoir infallible Scripture, the
Christians should insert this as a practical illustration in the
thirteenth chapter of Corinthians.

Or courso the Age exhausts on us its vocabulary of abuse.
Wo are gross, stupid, blackguard, and so forth, in the well,
known strains of Christian charity. Wo circulate in White-
chapel. Well, why not? The place is full of gospel and
dram shops, and evidently needs a great deal of purification.
But, as a matter of fact, tho Freethinker circulates all over
tho globo, wherever tho English language is spoken. We
doubt whether any paper in existence goes into more parts of
tho world or has a more varied body of readers. Thcro is no
circlo of society in which tho Freethinker is without friends
and admirers. And it is at least as well written as ninety-
nine out of every hundred of tho orthodox journals that
vilify and donounco it.

The Age finds our illustration (No. LXI.) of Dives and
Lazarus “ intolerably offensiv and blackguard.” But it does



246

not stop there ; it goes on to describe this “ beastly picture.”
It “ represents Dives in hell, pleading for a drop of water,
while Abraham and Christ, surrounded by bottles, are tanta-
lising him with the sight of drink.” And this is the “ black-
guard " illustration! Why, it is perfectly true to the Gospel
story. The Christians should blush at that, and not at our
picture of it. Oh, they may say, there are no bottles in the
original. True, but the water may as well have been kept in
such vessels as in any others ; and what is there particularly
“ blackguard” in a bottle?

W eli, the upshot of all this abuse is that wo had better be

left alone. Just so; that is what we want, and all we ask.
But we cannot help smiling at the enemy’s tactics. At first
they said, “ We will put the Freethinker down.” They tried

it, and failed. Now they say, “ Pah! who would meddle
with such a blackguard paper ?” They remind us of the
disappointed fox in the fable. And then he said the grapes
were sour, traiala, trafala, la, la.

A Secular Society is being formed for North Middlesex.
Freethinkersin Wood Green, Edmonton, Tottenham, Hornsey,
etc., are invited to attend a meeting on Sunday next, at seven
p.m., at 5 Mansell Terrace, Green Lanes, Wood Green. E.T.
Oates Lockwood secretary pro tem.

“ Ishmael ” writes us that, having heard it stated that no
one dares sell Freethought papers in Tottenham, ho accepted
the challenge, and on the following Sunday was there with
the Freethinker, of which he sold eight copies. Next Sunday
he sold seventeen, and has increased the sale week by week,
till last week he sold forty-oight Freethinkers, besides other
literature. “ Ishmael” now thinks of opening a shop for the
sale of advanced literature. There must be many other
districts where a like pluck will be rewarded with a like
success.

The Central London Branch of the National Secular Society
have their outing by brakes on the 24th. This year they visit
Orpington in Kent. We wish them fine weather for their trip.

As a contrast to the elegant description of Mr. Foote by a
Welsh correspondent of a Tory paper, wo are sent a cutting
from the Tory Gloucester Standard, whose London correspon-
dent, speaking of the meetings in Regent’'s Park, says: “ The
Atheists seem to me to have the best audionces and the most
educated speakers.”

li had been generally supposed that Ingersoll and Beecher
had given the Devil his death-stab years ago, but he either
oscaped with his life or has been resurrected, like the reputed
Nazareno, and is now figuring prominently in the far North-
west. In Dakota there is a Devil's Lake, on the banks of
which is a rapidly-growing town of the same name; while
the region abounds with suoh Satanic ornamentations as
Devil's Heart, Devil's Punch Bowl, Devil's Tooth, Devil's
Backbono; and one of the financial institutions bears the
portentious title of Devil's Lake Bank.—Man.

Mb. Edward Clodd is writing in Knowledge on “ Dreams:
their Place in the Growth of Primitive Belief.” Mr. Clodd
finds the soul theory to bo based on the dreams of early
savage man.

Mb. Ruskin has been writingon “ Saints.” He considers that
his favorite horoino, his mother, would most certainly have
been a saint, “ but for my father and me.” Mr. Ruskin
believes in saints being mado and not born, liko St. Nicholas,
who, when ho was an infant at the breast, distinguished
between fast days and other days, and would not take the
breast on Wednesdays and Fridays. This precocious child of
God after all only becamo the patron saint of thieves.

The Rev. H. Shay has been tried by the Illinois Congrega-
tional Association for Bpeaking of thoir Christ as a “ divine
bastard,” and for denying the miraculous conception, the
divinity of Jesus, and the substitutional atonemont. Ho was
convicted of heresy, but he was not expelled from tho Con-
gregational Association. Ho will continue to preach as here-
tofore. As he was not convioted by a two-thirds majority, it
is expected that his congregation will still support him; so he
will go on denying the fundamental doctrines of Christianity
and leading his flock astray along tho road that leads to Free-
thought.

T he Divorco Bill in Franco will be law in a few days, the
French Chambers having accepted the Senatorial amend-
ments. The Senatorial Committeo also agreed to the abolition
of public prayers. The priests feel these blows severely, but
the Republic is now too securely established to dread their
impotent efforts to undermine it.

The Rev. Mr. McKay, of Pittsburg, thinks that nine out of
ton newspaper men are “ Infidels.” Probably tfiis remark is
more nearly correct than most pulpit statements. Education
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means knowledge and thought and the rejection of the super-
natural. Hence tho Latin adage which says that whero there
are three doctors there are two Atheists.

A CONVERTED ROBBER.

A Christian contemporary gives an account of the conver-
sion of a robber chief in an Italian prison. There is nothing
specially remarkable in the story. It is merely typical of
thousands of similar narratives to be found ad nauseam in
the pages of Christian literature. A missionary who
endeavors to convert Italian Christians by reading the
Bible to them is cast into prison for this dreadful offence
— Christians apparently having failed in the difficult or
impossible task of converting each other to mutual tolerance
and charity. He found a band of robbers in the prison
whose chief had been sentenced to be shot. From the
misdirected sympathy with miscreants which the Christian
doctrine mischievously encourages, “ the missionary’s heart
was greatly moved as he looked on the cruel man, who had
committed more than one murder, and many unmentionable
crimes.” For a long time this human wild beast obstinately
ignored the missionary’s greetings and only “ glared at him ”
in reply through the bars of his cell. Ultimately by a
present of some fruit the savage wretch is won over, and
the man of God converts him to the true kind of Chris-
tianity. The villainy of a life-time is now supposed to be
swept away. Nothing is said of the victims whom the
robber has despatched unprepared and unforgiven into
another world. No feeling of sorrow for their ruin on
earth and their anguish in hell troubles either the missionary
or the rejoicing convert now safely booked for heaven by
means of simple trust in Jesus. Why think of victims or of
restitution, when such a glorious prospect satisfies the
selfish hopes of the hardened scoundrel whose opportunities
of worldly revelry and crime have passed away for ever?
He knows that Christ has saved him, that God has forgiven
him, that the burden of his sin has been removed for ever and
will no longer weigh upon his conscience with even as much
as a feather’'s weight; for Christdied for him, Christ has
redeemed him with his blood, and all is peace and hope and
joy. Soon after this joyous state of mind had been brought
about, the bandit chief was led out to be shot by twelve
soldiers. His last words were: “ This is the happiest day of
my life, for | shall be with Christ soon.”

The doctrine of the full and complete efficacy of death-
bed conversion, and of salvation by faith at any moment,
is thoroughly in accordance with the teachings of Scripture.
Christ himself forgave the dying thief upon the cross, and
promised that he should sup with him that very night in
paradise.* Christianity is indeed a comfortable religion
for criminals. Belief at the last moment ensures salvation.
Credulity is the supreme virtue. All other virtues are but
as satellites shining by its reflected light, or even dragging
tho unenlightened, unbelieving soul into the infinite abyss
of perdition and despair. The evil that Christianity has
done in distorting men’s ideal of morality is simply incal-
culable. On the one hand it terrorises men and women
out of their common sense, and consecrates infinite malice
as divinest justice and benevolence, and on the other hand
it regards crime as nothing if sanctified by a credo, and
lovingly pets and enthusiastically blesses the godly villain,
while placidly ignoring and abandoning the dead and buried
victim for whom no further hope or opportunity remains.

For our own part, we have no sympathy with confirmed
criminals and dying desperadoes ; and wo regard tho culti-
vation and indulgence of such a feeling as a gross mis-
appropriation of good sentiment from its rightful objects.
Our pity, our sympathy, our help arc due, we feel, to the
hard-working, much-enduring members of tho community,
who suffer so grievously, both directly and indirectly, from
the depredations and cruel misdeeds of these selfish
wretches. W. F. Ball.

* The next three nights Christ spent in the heart of tho earth
according to Matt, xii., 40, or in hell according to the Apostles’
Creed and 1 Peter iii., 10-20. Hell, therefore, is evidently identical
with the heart of the oarth. Tho converted thief must have felt
rather disappointed at waking up in such warm quarters after
Christ's promise. Modern parsons, finding great difficulty in
meeting “ infidel ” objections, are beginning to hint, where neces-
sary, that tho word translated " paradise ”. is only hades in tho
original. Presently, if neoeesary, thoy may liedgo a little more,
and say that hades here means “ hell,” and that Christ thus
denounced in the most striking manner the immoral doctrine OX
death-bed conversion.
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A SALVATION “CHUCKER OUT.”

THE CREATION PHANTOM.

Of all the absurdly wild notions entertained by the popular
theologian of the present time there is not one so utterly devoid
of foundation as the creation phantom. According to some
theological teachers, this earth of ours is the work of an omni-
potent being whose extraordinary capacity for creative work is
superlatively strengthened by a no less extraordinary omniscient
intellect. To athinking mind, a God possessed of intellectual
qualities cannot be the creator of this world of ours. The reason
that he could not be so is obvioup, as the intelligent being’s in-
telligence could not be other than the result of the functional
activity of an organism which must of necessity be a part and
Parcel of the world included in that creation, the so-called
‘'vork of the all powerful and all wise creator, God, who thus is
made to figure as the creator of himself. Using language in its
commonly accepted sense, there is, therefore, no logical room in
°ur thoughts for an intelligent creator of this world. In taking
this view of the case, it is clear that, for the purpose of this
article, the possibility of creation has been assumed; and it is
hero that ground is opened up for considerable controversy.
Unthinking and loosely thinking theologians, between whom there
is very little practical difference, are fond of contemplating,
with reverential mien, the wonderful feats performed by their
God, in the manufacture of this world of ours in the short space

six days. Of course, if this theory of theirs were true, the feat
Would, indeed be a most wonderful one in creative action, but
°ne feels constrained to ask the simple question, “ Is it true
that this world of ours was made in the form in which we now
behold it, by a God, in six daysV’ Such a question is pertinent
to the solution of the inquiry, and however inconvenient and
distasteful it may be to theologians, such questions will trouble
people’s minds, and they will receive such solutions as the state
°f the thinker’'s capabilities will admit of. A candid inquirer,
With a mind free from theological taint, will have but little diffi-
culty in answering the query in the negative ; for looking at the
macts freely and without the warping influence of the super-
atitious illusions so prevalent to-day, tho grander truths of
science will bo revealed to his vision, in the study of evidence,
theologians show atemerity not to be metwith amongst thought-
ful Freethinkers. It is often found that the soaring ideas of the
Preacher have no sounder foundation than a wild imagination as
their basis; and the most positive statements as to the origin of
®an are too frequently built on nothing better than the igno-
runce and impudence of the teacher.

The qualifications which characterise theologians vary very
‘'uuch, but the license which they all enjoy in the way of ex-
pounding their own stupid inanities is pretty well on a par, even

dulness. Of course they are all regarded with reverential
respect by their deluded following; but to the unprejudiced
observer their office is subversive of the best interests of our
common humanity. Even on the supposition that there was a
god grand enough and powerful enough to conjure jDto existence
‘hia marvellous world of ours, nothing can be more absurd than
f° believe such a being can be so degraded as to refuse to be
i~tisfied with our conduct hero unless we accept as truth all
kinds of nonsense taught from the pulpits in the name of
religion. Men engaged in propagating error instead of en-
deavoring to portray beautiful and wonderful realities are a dis-
grace to the order of beings to which they belong. It is posi-
t'vely an affliction to a Freethinker that such an army of men
should prostitute their talents, and live in luxury and idleness on
mo rewards they receivo for upholding exploded fallacies, and
haunting in the air the dirly rags of superstitious folly. To
d° this successfully they appeal to the weakness of man’s nature,
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and instead of proceeding on the lines of his mental enfranchise-
ment, the stamina of his intellectual vigor is sapped by their own
created demon—fear.

Will the theological preachers give up the theory of a six
days’ creation ? Can they give it up? Will they give up the
theory of a creation in any form? No. They cannot give up
the creation theory and remain in the pulpit as expounders of
Christianity. The whole system of theology, as taught in
Christian countries must stand or fall with the theory of a God-
created world. Science has already done much towards shaking
men’s faith in the teachings of the churches with regard to the
origin of man; and the acceptance of modern philosophy is in-
compatible with the doctrine that man by the murder of an inno-
cent-minded martyr can be regenerated to convictions out of
joint with the times in which he lives; or, that man was made
perfect by a God, who made himself so imperfect as not to be
able to discern the imperfections of what theologians are pleased
to call his noblest work ! Apart from all other considerations, a
theory of a God-created world on the ground of there being a
first cause must stand self-condemned, for by parity of reasoning,
the absolute necessity for a “ first cause,” as contended for by
some expounders of theology, involves as much an admission
that the God of creation must also have had a first cause. On
what ground should we be expected not to take this view of the
matter ?

The idea of a cause for every effect is as unavoidable as
the idea of an effect being the result of a cause sufficient to produce
the effect thought of: in fact, it is impossible to separate, in
thought, one from the other. This does not necessarily involve
a conception of a cause adequate to the production of this earth
of ours, or, indeed, the universe. We observe in the pheno-
mena by which we are surrounded every moment of time a con-
catenation or chain in relation to which the words “ cause” and
“ effect” are convertible terms, the one being no more cause
than the other—both being both at one and the same time.
The conception of a*“ first” cause of everything is therefore
out of the question ; there is no room in our thoughts for that
which is beyond human experience in dealing with such an
abstract contradiction as an uncaused first cause. Such a con-
tention as the theologian is wont to shelter himself with as a
reason for his faith in a “ creator” of the universe is on the
principles of common sense incompatible and inconsistent with
the simplest forms of reasoning.

W. W.

REVIEW.

Tii-Day, August.—The organ of scientific Socialism is
becoming more and more nebulous. There are writers of
ability who contribute to its pages, but they too often write
on what they don’'t understand. If the Socialists of to-day
had some of the direct vigor and practical power of tho old
Chartists, whom they so frequently talk about, their utter-
ances would bo a little moro lively and entertaining, and
perhaps a little moro instructive.

PROFANE JOKES.

Sunday-school Superintendent : “ Now, children, what shall
| talk about this morning ?” Small girl: “ About three minutes,
please."

A Somersetshire laborer was asked by his sky-pilot if he used
the Lord’s Prayer. He replied that he did, and proceeded to
display his acquaintance with it by particularly enlarging upon
the beauty and force of the second clause, “ Holloaed be thy

name.” “ Don't you see, sir, wc are to holloa it on earth as the
aDgels holloa it in heaven? I'm fond of singing,” ho added
reflectively.

The Christian Age tells tho following anecdote of the late
Rev. Dr. Hatfield and his choir-master, Mr. Jones, who was
getting up agrand musical performance by his choir of an anthem
he had composed to the words of one of Watt's psalms. The
first verse ends with the words—

* Oh, may my heart in tune be found.
Like David’'s harp of solemn sound.”

Mr. Jones came to his pastor to get his approval of a change of
these lines, so as to read—
“ Oh, may my heart be tuned within,
Like David’s sacred violin.”

Rut tho Doctor said he could improve even that, and he wrote,
to the amazement of Mr. Jones—
“ Oh, may my heart go diddle, diddle,
l,ike unto David’s sacred fiddle.”
Mr. Jones sang the psalm as written by Watts. We haven't
heard whether the doctor was prosecuted for blasphemy.

“ You seem to feci unusually well this morning,” said an imp
of darkness to his Satanic Majesty. “ Yes, indeed,” responded
the old sioner, flicking his tail playfully. *“ 1 have just heard
some good news.” “ What is that ?" “ Rob Ingersoll is lecturiog
again.”
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