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ABRAHAM'S BOSOM.

“ And it came topass that the beggar died, and was carried by
the angels into Abraham's bosom."— Luke xvi., 22.

HEAVEN OUR HOME.

W e are constantly informed by the sky-pilots that Heaven
isour home. This earth is a miserable vale of tears, through
which we must pass with fear and trembling to the happy
haven of rest, where there is no sorrowing or sighing, where
celestial pocket-handkerchiefs will wipe away all tears from
our eyes, where we shall eternally regard the Lord “ with a
foolish face of praise.” This is the scene of onr pilgrimage,
our weary desert, our barren wilderness. By-and-bye we
shall cross the river Jordan and enter the Land of Promise,
and have nothing to do but sing the Hallelujah Chorus for
ever and ever.

We confess, however, that this prospect is not very allur-
ing. “ Doing nothing,” said a wise Yankee, “ is the hardest
job I know, if you keep at it.” In Holloway Gaol Sunday
was the dreariest day in the week. There was no work and
no play. The very officers looked blue, and the prisoners
were all glad when it was over. Yet when we went to
chapel the parson told us that Heaven was an eternal Sunday.
What a prospect! It made one long to go below, where, if
the climate is hot, there is at least something to break up
the monotony of existence.

Heaven is our homo, say the sky-pilots. Why, then, don’t
they go home ? Razors are cheap enough, and strong rope
can be bought for a penny a yard. But razors gleam and
ropes dangle in vain. The black gentry love this world too
Well to leave it for another. They prefer the bird in the
hand to any number of birds in the bush. They prefer a
nice snug rectory or vicarage here to any mansion in the
mky, and they would take a well-carpeted drawing-room on
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earth for all the golden flooring they may inherit in the
New Jerusalem. Love not the world nor the things of the
world, is a doctrine they honor more in the breach than in
the observance. No class of men adhere to the world more
tenaciously than they do. They stick to it like a limpet to
its rock. When they fall ill, are they glad? Do they
rejoice ? Do they sing hymns of praise and thanksgiving ?
Do they long to be at home with the Lord ? Oh, no. They
pull a long face and rush off to the doctor, as anxious as
though they were leaving Heaven for Hell instead of Earth
for Heaven. They pray lustily for a speedy and perfect
recovery, and cry out “ Oh Lord, not yet, not yet.” Not
satisfied with this petition, they frequently get their congre-
gations to make up a purse for them, and scuttle off to the
seaside or some fashionable watering-place. Prayer is the
same in town and country, but the air is different, and that
is the important matter after all. The streets of Bath, for
instance, are black with sky-pilots, on the look-out for
health and rich widows; and, go where you will in the
holiday season, you will find them in flocks, seeking carnal
strength and postponing to the last possible minute their
journey home.

Now look at another picture. Why did those Soudan
Arabs throw themselves with such transcendent bravery on
our British squares ? Why did they rush through the
deadly storm of bullets, and smile at the flash of bayonet
and sword? Because they really believe in heaven, and
trust in the promise of Allah through his Prophet that the
true believer who falls in battle against the infidel is sure
of reaching Paradise. As his blood ebbs away, and the
noise of the fight sounds dim in his ears, he sees through
the mists of death resplendent visions of the festivals of
heaven. There are the blessed company moving along its
happy fields in joyous talk; there stand the tables crowded
with celestial fruit and delicious wine gleaming in goldeu
cups; there hover the beautiful houris with bosoms white
as ivory and eyes black as night, weaving the mazes of their
shadowy dance. He meets his fate with rapture; his death
is a voluptuous trance. Such is the effect of ardent faith.
Those Arabs embrace death because they believe in heaven,
and our sky-pilots avoid it because they do not and
never did.

Perhaps the sky-pilots will be good enough to tell us
where Heaven is. If they want to guide us there they
should at least know its locality. Where is it? Up above,
they reply. But there is no “ up above ” in Nature. High
and low, up and down, above and below, are purely relative
terms. “ Up above ” will notdo; it is no answer at all.
“Ah,” said a Christian spouter to me once, “ there is the astro-
nomical heaven above us, but our Heaven is up above up
above.” And as he spoke his face glowed with rapture.
He was in the seventh heaven of delighted imbecility.

Suppose one man dies in England and his brother in
New Zealand. Their souls go straight up—in opposite
directions. It is clear that if one gets to Heaven the other
cannot. The farther they travel the farther they are
apart.

If heaven is a place it must be somewhere. Yes, say the
sky-pilots, it is somewhere, and that is their only point of
agreement. But surely that is not enough. We suggest
that they should all fly off into space in search of it. When
they have found it they can come back to tell us all about
it.  Until then we shall decline to believe that they know
any more of Heaven than we do, except as a very profitable
article in their trade prospectus.

The only heaven we know of is on earth, the Heaven of
wisdom, virtue and happiness ; and the only Hell we know
of is on earth too, the Hell of ignorance, vice and misery.
And these we believe are the only Heaven and Hell that
there ever were or ever will be. G. W. FOOTE-
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MR. BRADLAUGH'S OATH.

So long as the recent decision is maintained, Atheists and
Agnostics, and such Theists as do not believe in future
rewards and punishments, are aliens and outlaws in this
boasted land of liberty. We sincerely hope that Mr. Brad-
laugh will succeed in upsetting this judgment, for it appears
to us to be in conflict with strict legal theory and practice,
as well as infamously in opposition to natural justice. That
the Christians of England accept without the slightest prac-
tical protest this penal verdict on unbelief, this disqualifying
law for honest scepticism, shows conclusively the conscious
or unconscious unfairness, hypocrisy and wickedness which
Christian belief induces, and it shows the necessity of organi-
sing anti-Christian forces, whose efforts shall compel Chris-
tians, especially Christian politicians, to yield us our rights
as men.

For the present the Crown has obtained the right of
enforcing three separate penalties of £000. If by some
almost incredible display of leniency only one of these
should be pressed, we may be sure that it will be very much
to the disgust of the “ Christian ” House of Commons
which refused to allow a heretic to swear according to the
statute in order that he might obtain a legal decision
thereon, and subsequently compelled him to vote three times
and incur three penalties in order to defeat their mean-
spirited endeavors to expunge his vote and so deprive him,
as they thought, of all chance of bringing the matter into a
law court.

The principal and decisive count on which Mr. Bradlaugh
is found guilty declares that he “ having no belief in a
Supreme Being and being a person upon whose conscience
an oath as an oath has no binding force (of all which said
matters the said House then had full cognisance and notice
by means of the avowal of the said Charles Bradlaugh”
did “ against the form ” of the statute vote without having
made and subscribed the oath appointed. Mr. Bradlaugh's
non-belief in a Supreme Being was not proved. The
evidence upon the point consisted wholly and solely of Mr.
Bradlaugh’'s own statements and admissions, and Lord
Coleridge himself pointed out to the jury that the defendant
had always avoided answering this crucial question. He
also in conjunction with Baron Huddleston, but in opposition
to Justice Grove, pointed out to the jury that Mr. Brad-
laugh’s abstention from giving evidence must be regarded as
evidence against him, although his lordship acknowledged
that it was “ very honorable ” on the defendant’s part that
he had not stepped into the witness-box to pronounce the
“ few words "— the personal assertion, however false, of
belief in a Supreme Being— which would at once “ put an
end to all this trouble.” We consider this improper. It
makes a defendant convict himself by his own negative
evidence, a course altogether opposed to the spirit of English
law, which throws the entire burden of proof upon the
prosecution.

It was not proved that an oath was not binding on Mr.
Bradlaugh’s conscience. His avowals to the contrary were
disregarded, and we consider that the judges misdirected the
jury in assuming without correction that affirmation under
the Evidence Amendment Acts of 1869 and 1870 proves
from the witness’s own words and actioD that an oath has
no binding force on his conscience. It only proves that the
judge thinks so, or assumes to think so, and not that the
witness thinks so too. Several judges have permitted Mr.
Bradlaugh to take the oath', so that they, it must equally
be assumed, were satisfied that an oath would have a binding
effect on his conscience. Every sensible judge must know
that an oath, as a religious ceremony, has no binding effect
on the consciences of at least half the witnesses that come
before him, and that it is the oath as a legal ceremony, with
statutory penalties for perjury attached, that forms the real
practical oath of the law courts. Three-fourths of the
House of Commons itself should be prosecuted, for the oath
“ as an oath,” according to the Lord Chief Justice’'s defi-
nition, has no binding effect worth speaking of on their
consciences. How many of them consider that they are
calling down God’s vengeance or protection according as
they break or keep their oaths ? Do any of them think of
supernatural terrors when they swear allegiance ? Do they
expect to go to heaven if they keep their oath, or to hell if
they break it ?

Non-belief in a Supreme Being is not conclusive evidence,
as was assumed, of inability'to swear in the superstitious
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sense. The Polytheist; the Christian Trinitarian who rejects
the Unity ; the Buddhist who believes his future transmigra-
tions for better or worse are determined by his truthfulness;
the Spiritualist, who probably believes in endless progress;
might have no actual Supreme Being, and yet might be far
more powetfully influenced by the idea of future rewards
and punishments than the Christian, especially if that Chris-
tian believes, as he is supposed to do, that his sins will all
be washed away by faith in the blood of Christ. On the
other hand, many Theists— Moses and the prophets included
— would be held incapable of taking oaths as witnesses
because they have, or had, no belief in heaven and hell and
immortality. The Christian, indeed, ought to be pre-
eminently incapable of taking an oath, for his Savior has
distinctly commanded him not to do so. If religious hopes
and terrors influenced his action, they would prevent him
swearing in the first instance.

The Crown omitted to produce evidence that Mr. Brad-
laugh had not taken the oath at some time previous to his
going through “ the form” on February the 11th. The
evidence and the answers of the jury only covered one day
out of several hundreds, during which he might, for any-
thing that was proved or decided to the contrary, have duly
sworn at the table of the House.

Several of these points it seems to us ought to have been
distinctly proved by the prosecution, and not left to be
assumed. The assumptions were even distinctly untrue.
The House, for instance, did not have full cognisance of
Mr. Bradlaugh’s Atheism by his avowal; nor that an oath
would have no binding effect on his conscience, for he
asserted the direct opposite of this. His affirming in a law
court did not prove his Atheism, but only that the presiding
judge thought he had no belief in supernatural rewards and
punishments in a future life and their connection with oath-
taking.

A battle is not lost till it is over. Whatever the result
of this particular engagement may be, we may rest assured
that Mr. Bradlaugh will not fail in doing his part towards
turning the defeat into a victory. W. P. Bati.

BLASPHEMY IN THE CRICKET FIELD.

Irreugion is everywhere, and anti-religion is following
suit. The passive position of the majority of men in regard
to religion is changing gradually but plainly into one of
active hostility. The great crowd of the indifferent is
becoming by degrees antagonistic. In other words, men
are turning from quiescence on religious questions, a qui-
escence by no means acquiescence, to a condition of occa-
sional, and in some cases habitual, blasphemy.

All thisis as it should and must be. Hence it is interesting
to find blasphemy rife, or at least germinating, in all sorts
of places. By blasphemy, of course | mean the speaking
in jest or earnest against the religion of the majority of
this country. The prevalence of this blasphemous spirit is
even noticeable in connexion with our sports. 1 fear in
some instances of sport (so-called) blasphemy is prevalent
of an order as distasteful to a Freethinker as to a Christian.
The language that loads the air of “ 'appy 'Ampton,” or
makes unmusical the evening at suburban running grounds
of doubtful character, is not commendable.

But a healthy tone of blasphemy is noticeable in connexion
with the healthiest form of sport this summer weather. The
cricket field is not free from the virtue. Truly cricket,
like other good things, is largely given over to the evil one
in the shape of the clergy. The clerical influence is still
strong here. Fortunately, however, cricketing clergymen
are as a rule very good fellows, much better than their
calling. They leave their professional habits in the dressing-
room with their professional garb. Your cricket-suit is a
rare leveller. So it comes to pass that on village greens,
and even at Lord's and the Oval, the clergyman is much
less objectionable than elsewhere. Only he ought not to
keep his white tie on, like the curate | saw on Saturday
last teaching the young idea how to bat on Southsca
Common.

These same professional gentlemen (I do not use the word
in the cricket sense) are often better defenders of their
wickets than of the faith. Every cricketer knows the story
of the rustic bowler who, after much toil, succeeded in
bowling the middle stump of a parson after along hard-hitting
innings. “ There goes your pulpit,” said the exhausted yet
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satisfied one, and | fear an adjective that was in his speech
is omitted in my transcript of it.

Nor must we omit to mention that two of the best
cricketers in England, A. Gr. Steel and C. T. Studd, are
both deeply religious men ; are said to be members of the
Salvation Army, while the elder brother of the Ilatter,
captain of the Cambridge eleven this year, is a blue rib-
bonite and tub-thumps at the east end of London.

There are, however, rare exceptions. The open-air life
of men who play much cricket tends to keep their heads
clear, and if they are not, as a rule, beings of striking ability
intellectually, they are generally common-sense persons,
who, like Gallio, “ care for none of these things ” of religion.

The establishment of the Pioneer Cricket Club for the
playing of the game on Sundays is a sign of the times. The
majority, probably all, of its members are Freethinkers, and
1 have the honor to he its President. We may, therefore,
fairly regard the P.C.C. as a club of blasphemers, i.e., once
again, of those who protest against religion.

Further, the conversation on a cricket-ground, as in most
places where many men are gathered together (not in the
name of the Lord) is often more than tinged with disrespect
or contempt for revealed religion. As a case in point take
he following that occurred within the last few days. The
Australian team at present in England can, as literally all
the world knows, put an eleven into the field that takes
an immense amount of heating, and generally does not get
It. So well and so pluckily do they play alike a winning
and a losing game, that an unreasoning dread of their
prowess has extended not only alas! to the elevens that
oppose them, but even to the spectators and critics.
Amongst a company of the latter order, lately, the tone of
despondency as to English cricket became so lugubrious
and certain knights of the rueful countenance chanted
the praises of the Australians so persistently, that two of
the group less cast down, prepared two several parodies of
the Apostles’ Creed for the use of the down-hearted English
cricketers. One of the parodies was generally voted the more
blasphemous, the other the more artistic of the two.

I can leave my readers to decide which is which.

Parody |I.—*“ 1 believe in Spcfforth, the bowler almighty,
maker of breaks and shooters; and in BannermaD, the short
mid-oil and bat, who is conceited but very useful; Bonnor, the
giant hitter; GiffeD, bowler, batsman, fielder; the ashes that
are dead and buried; England descending into hell; Murdoch
ascending in average and known as the right band of Scott and
the other almightits, to be ever renowned as judge of cricket and
sport. And | believe in the dodgy Boyle, Midwinter, and
Flackham who keeps; the community of fielders, the bowling
°f Palmer, the hitting of Macdonnell, and the team everlasting.
Ameo.”

Parody Il.—“ | believe in Spofforth, the bowler almighty,
breaker of Englishmen’s wickets, and iu Jack Blackham, greattst
of keepers; our Lords, who were conceived of the Devil, born
our terror and shame ; we, who Buffer under funks, are slogged,
bowled and slaughtered. They descended upon us, and the
fourth time are playing hell with us. They are going back
again, to be the great gods of advancing Australia, from whence
they will come to thrash us again and again. And | believe in
iron Billy Murdoch, the long Georgy Bonnor, BanDerman never
defeated, Giffen of Adelaide City, the cool head of Boyley, and
the decadence of England. Amen.”

Edward Aveling.

ACID DROPS.

Pere Hyacinthe has preached an eloquent sermon, in
Which he says that Catholicism and Protestantism are both
dead. Christianity will in future bo represented by truo
believers, of whom, of courso, Pére Hyacinthe is one. The
hrst statement is quite truo if tho word “ dying” bo substi-
tuted for the word “ dead.” Tho second is a mere dream or
lancy commonly indulged in by Christians, who always think
their own particular interpretation of God's word the
infallible one. _

Some of General Gordon’s unpublished writings are being
Put forth in tho pages of tho Fortnightly. His religious spécu-
lions are rather curious. He says, for instance —“ We
must conceive that as tho throno of light (God) is on tho
Itock (Calvary), tho Devil’s seat would be on tho othor sido
i the globo over lat. 31.47 S., long. 144.45, close to Bass lIsle,
°°uth of Otahoiti. Now, it is remarkable that if a lino bo
Passed through Jerusalem and tho centro of the globo, this
1**8 would present tho northern hemisphere as nearly ail
“Hd. while the Eouthern hemisphere would bo nearly all

liter.” This is the sort of stuff that religion breeds in
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minds of such quality as General Gordon’s. Moonstruck mad-
ness is the natural result of an intense belief in the Bible,

By the way, Christian journals need not laugh at Gordon’s
tossing a coin when he is in a mental fix; for when the Holy
Ghost had to choose between Joseph and Matthias, who were
selected by the primitive Church to take the place of Judas,
we re8d that be (is the Ghost he or she?) ordered them to cast
lots. What difference is there between that and tossing ?

A curious service or ceremony took place at Chichester
Cathedral last Sunday. The bishop and other clergy, accom-
panied by the choir, proceeded to the spot where the new
lightning-conductor enters a well. Here apsalm and a hymn
were chanted, and the bishop, dean and arohdeaoon offered
prayer. Then the bishop delivered an address and a peal was
rung on the cathedral bells. This pious inauguration of the
lightning rod reminds us of the old custom of blessing the
bells. We observe, too, that bishops have more confidence in
a simple rod of metal than in all their prayers. To save their
credit they try to sanctify the piece of iron or copper, just as
they ask God to “ bless this stone” when, in the name of
Father, Son and Holy Ghost they lay the foundation block
of a church or other religious edifice.

A 1ater account of this Lightning Service gives us further
particulars. The Dean, in his prayers to Almighty God,
hypocritically said : “ Not, therefore, as putting any confidence
in the work of our own hands have we sought by labor and
human device to protect from lightning this ancient house
which we have inherited from our fathers; for we freely
declare that our confidence is wholly in Thy protection.” The
bishop, speaking of the thunderstorm, said that thunder was
God’s voice and that the people were “ startled from their
sleep with the roaring of His voice.” Thiswould be blasphemy
if we said it. From the mouth of a lord bishop itis eloquent
piety. With the inconsistency which an outsider is not readily
able to distinguish from time-serving hypocrisy, the bishop
said “ the lightning was tho weapon of the Lord,” but the
Cathedral authorities, in restoring the lightning-conductor,
had used “ the most improved means that philosophy and
science had devised for tho rendering harmless of that terrible
missile of God.”

A nother instance of religious excitement causing insanity
and murder is reported from America. A boy named Andy
Adams has cut his sister’s throat and brained his mother with
an axe because the Lord told him to rffor them ns a sacrifice.
Tne action of this youth was much less wicked than the cor-
responding actions of Abraham and Jephtha, for the Lord
had faithfully promised in this case to restore the victims to
lifo again. Why haven't tho professed believers in the Bible
canonised this pious boy as a new father of the faithful, or put
him in authority over themselves, as tho Israelites did with
Jephtha? Instead of this they have arrested him for his
imitation of these Biblo worthies, and have stopped the series
of religious meetings which he had been attending.

W hom God hath joined let no man put asundor. According
to a Dundee paper, three couples were married in fun by their
minister during a Sunday-school excursion. They are now
dreadfully afraid that they are wedded in earnest both legally
and religiously. In America a similar ceremony, performed
at a church sociable in frolic by one of God's duly lioonsed
agents, has resulted in litigation.

A new sect has sprung up among tho Bussian Tartars.
They want to commence a reformation of Mahommedanism
by smenriDg the present mosques with pig-fat, to render them
unclean. They express their views in the “ columns of several
Tartar journals.” Good gracious ! how fast the world must
be progressing. The untameable Tartar is now a literary
maD, corresponding in tho columns of the native press! And
Charles Lamb’s Man-Chew Tartars now scruple at fat pork.

The Bev. Z. B. Woffendale used to he an able debater on
tho Christian side; ho has now descended to writing stories
of infidel Bible-burners for atract society. Another tolerably
good man gone wrong. Christianity has a very deteriorating
effect on tho brains of its believers.

It is reported that fovor has brokon out at Spurgeon’s
Orphanage and at Muller's Bristol Homes. Both places are
said to bo supported by prayer. Why don’'t they pray the
fever away? If they still boliove St. James’s doctrine of
anointing with oil, thoy might ask the Lord to send them on
a few casks of tho fluid at this critical junoture.

According to a Society paper, Hurlingham sports are in
full swing on Sunday. Lawn tennis goes on briskly in the
afternoon, and the Dnohess of Manchester is a frequent per-
former. On tho other hand, poor old Sarah Sykes at South-
end is being fined for selling a bit of swoetstuff on the same
day. This is a free country, and all of us are equal in tho
eye of tho law.
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A prominent stationer in Glasgow has been forced by a ring
of ministers to discontinue the sale of Ingersoll's lectures.
Thoy terrorised him eventually through his landlord, and
when the alternative was “ cease selling Ingersoll or starve
with your wife and children,” he had practically no choioe.
The same Glasgow ministers are often lond in their praises of
Christianity as a religion of tolerance. That is the text, and
this is the commentary. The truth is that if the blaok army
could have their own way they would suppress all opposition
and silence all criticism. Their strongest argument is the
gaol, and they would use it constantly if they had the courage
as well as the power; but being of a mean, cunning turn of
mind, they prefer intrigue and intimidation.

At Bethsham Faith-healing House the Rev. Dr. Forr gave
a ‘' blessed testimony” of his healing from insanity. We
doubt this cure altogether. On the face of it the evidence
is directly to the contrary.

We have just come across a circular from a sky-pilot, who
asks for subscriptions to maintain his family, numbering
twelve persons. He reckons that his salary amounts to six-
pence a day for each member, and as he can obtain no assist-
ance from any of the societies for the relief of poor curates,
he appeals for another sixpennyworth of victnals. He pro-
bably thinks himself the poorest of the poor, but there are
millions far worse off, and no doubt many in his own parish.
Why doesn’t he apply to one of the right reverend fathers in
God, who live in two palaces each, with an income of £10,000
or £15,000 ayear ? It is downright impudence to ask laymen
to maintain the parsons of a church whose income is at least
£10,000,000 a year.

It is high time that a branch of the Malthusian League
were started in the Church. This begging sky-pilot has gone
in for ten children, and of course wants other children’s
parents to support them. |If the black gentry go on breeding
in this way they will entirely swamp us, and our civilisation
will end in universal softening of the brain. This parson's
eldest daughter suffers in the spine; his eldest son has been
hopelessly insane for nearly twenty years; and another
daughter has become “ mentally afflioted and most trouble-
some and destructive.” This is the state of parental morality
that has resulted from eighteen centuries of gospel. A man
paid to teaoh others goes on procreating lunatics and cripples,
and does his best to create a little hell on earth. Ho will
meet his deserts if the recipients of his circular subscribe for
prussic aoid or arsenic for the whole family.

A Jew in Berlin left £100 a year to his nephew so long as
he remained faithful to the Jewish religion. The young man
having turned Christian, the Court decided that he should
still receive the annuity. The bequest was confirmed and the
condition attached to it annulled. If an Atheist had money
left to him on condition of his becoming a Christian, would
any Christian tribunal maintain the bequest and sot aside the
condition P

Moodt, in his farewell address, has given the poor Old
Testament the invaluable benefit of his support. He says it
was the only book that Christ had, and if it was good enough
for him surely it is good enough for us. To bo consistent,
Moody must begin hanging witches, killing heretics, stoning
sabbath-breakers, and so forth. His faith in the Old Testa-
ment, however, stops short of practising its inhuman precopts
at the peril of his own neck.

Hz says the Bible is one book. Yes; as the Gospels and
the Holiday Number of the Freethinker would be ono book if
the book binf'er bound them together in one volume. In no
other sense can the Bible be said to bo one book, although
Christ did confirm the story of Lot's wife, and the old woman
whom Moody takes as his model did believe the whale
swallowed Jonah, because God if he liked could have made a
man to swallow the whale.

Moodt says if you get tho Biblo down deep]in your soul
“ it will soon set on fire your houses and your complete
human system.” What do the fire insurance people say to
this? The Bible will have to be clawed with phosphorus,
Creek fire, dynamite, and other incendiary and explosive sub-
stances. Possession of a Bible will be held to vitiate a fire-
policy. Wo knew that this was its moral character, but we
didn’t know that the physical effects followed quite so speedily.
Henceforth people must be on their guard against so dangerous
a combustiblo.

This eminent revivalist and money-maker told his audience
to write down that Christ is a lamp (an old oil-lamp that
wants snuffing out badly, we presume), medicine (pills like
tho celebrated “ Fast Trotters,” perhaps), a bit (by which
\Iriests control us like a->ses), water to wash us (how dirty the

quid Christ must be after 1800 years of cleansing sinners),
tire to inflame us (to persecute the heretic and tho Atheist),
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salt (to sprinkle on our tails), treasure (as Mr. Moody has
found him), and so forth.

T he minister of Anerley Congregational Churoh announces
a series of Sunday evening sermons on the “ Looks of Jesus.
The titles are as follows:—The Grieved Look, the Searching
Look, the Silent Surveying Look (from the top of the exceed-
ing high mountain, we presume, whore the Devil placed him),
the Upward Look (probably while he was preaching to the
devils in hell and longing for a breath of fresh air), and the
Reproachful Look. Cannot this enterprising preacher also
give us the Insane Look which must have been displayed
when the omniscient and hungry man.god blasted the fig-troe
for not bearing unseasonable fig3 ?—and his Furious Fanatical
Look when he cursed the clergy of his own pious nation as
vipers, whited sepulchres and ohildren of hell ?—and his
Domineering and Destructive Look when he scourged the
money-changers ?—and the Conceited Look of ,ihe workman'’s
son who described himsolf as greater than Djyid and equal
with God ? When these Looks have been duly preached upon,
we will give the reverend gentleman a few more.

The Rev. F. Pugh has been lecturing on the biblical solution
of the land question. He showed how pious Joseph, as viceroy
of Egypt, took advantage of the famine to buy up the starving
Egyptians and their lands as the king's possessions for ever.
The reverend lecturer and the Baptist audience whom he was
addressing seemed to think this was a capital transaction in
land on Joseph’s part. The land-laws of the Israelites, being
ordained by God, were of course made much of. But we fail
to see the beauty of a kind of entail which restored the land
to aristocratic families and spendthrifts every fifty years;
and the compulsory observation of the Sabbatical year, the
obligation to leave tho land fallow one year in seven, is
altogether out of date in these days of scientific farming.
In this, as in every other respect, the Bible is dreadfully
behind the age.

Lord St. Leonards, after seven weeks’ detention, has been
let off by the pious Recorder. His offence was criminally
assaulting a servant-girl. Eighteen months ago Messrs. Foote,
Ramsey and Kemp were sentenced in the same court to
twelve, nine, and three months’ imprisonment. Their crime
was poking fun at legends about a man who died eighteen
centuries ago. According to this beautifully graduated scale
of punishment, one joke is equal to fifteen criminal assaults.
Such laws are only fit for Christians and lunatios. They are
certainly a disgrace to a country that calls itself civilised.

T he Salvationists are going it hot in South Australia. At
Hindmarsh a “ Captain” Gore (what an excellent name for a
spouter of the gospel of blood!) mounted “ a real live
donkey ” and hoaded tho Army procession after tho manner
of his lord and master Jesus Christ. The subsequent pro-
ceedings at Chiarini’'s Circus beat all the performances wo
ever heard of. Tho male and female soldiers danced jigs
until they dropped with exhaustion, and all kinds of musical
instruments were played at once, from tho big drum to the
bones, everybody playing the tuno ho liked best. Of course
it all ended in a “ collection.” That is always kept in view
by these revivalists, who show a good deal of method in their
madness.

T he Christian Herald, gives two more alleged conversions
of infidels. As usual no names aro givon and no particulars
by which these falsehoods may bo exposed. Tho Universe
has a leading article on the pious fictions of the Christian
Herald, whoso editor converts Roman Catholics as woll as
Freethinkers “ with all that indefinitoness and absenco of
ovidence which is so neoessary to a Protestant story, and is so
essential to the successful conducting of any lie whatsoever.”
Ono of our readers wrote twice to tho editor of the Christian
Herald for the name and address of tho Croydon infidel wo
referred to last week, but he has received no answor, and of
course nover will. Lying for the glory of Cod is arecognised
Christian virtue.

Ignorance begets fear, fear begets superstition, and that
is tho basis of all roligion. This truth has just beon illustrated
by tho womon of Toulon, who havo petitioned tho mayor to
get up a public procession to supplicato God for tho cessation
of tho cholera. The present government in Franco is not
likely to sanction such nonsense, but tho womon and the
priests may prove troublesome if tho plague continues. The
Becond and tho third sex appear to bolievo that God Almighty
is at the bottom of all mischief, and very likoly thoy are
quite as right as those who bolieve tho opposite.

W hen Lord Rosebery visited Sydney they showed him the
Central Telephone Office, where a number of young girls were
attending to several telephones apiece. His lordship, who was
much interested, asked if they did not get very confused. The
reply was, that the only instance of confusion hitherto reported
was that of one the employées, who sometimes prefaced her
prayers to the deity with tne usual query, “ Are you there ?”
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SPECIAL NOTICE.

MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.
Sunday, July 13, Claremont Hall, Penton Street, Pentonville,
London, N., at 7.30, on “ An Hour with the Devil.”
Wednesday, July 16, Henley Hall, Henley Street, Battersea Park
Road, at 8, on “ Bible Blasphemy.”

July 20, Milton Hall, London; 24, Plumstead; 27, Milton Hall.
Aug. 3, Hall of Science, London; 10, Hall of Science ; 17, Claremont
Hall, London ; 24, Milton Hall, London ; 31, Milton Hall, London. Sept.
7, Hall of Science, London; 14, Hall of Science. London; 21, Glasgow;
“8, Edinburgh. Oct. 5, Liverpool ; 19, Manchester. Nov. 16, Not-
tingham.

CORRESPONDENTS.

An business communications to be addressed to the Manager,
28 Stonecutter Street, Farringdon Street, E.C. Literary oom-
munications to the Editor of the Freethinker, 28 Stonecutter
Street, London.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, directly from the office, post free
to any part of Europe, America, Canada and Egypt, at the fol.
lowing rates, prepaid One Year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 3d.j
Three Months, Is. 7Jd.

We shall esteem it a favor if our readers will forward ns any notice

n n ~ro3ress they may see in their local newspapers.

C G. W.—We shnll always be glad to hoar from you.

“e Rose—Iltis idle to expect these pious liars to publish a con-
tradiction or make an apology. They are more brazen than
“ Old Squareface ” himself.

H- Ripby.—Another copy has been forwarded.
quently get lost in the post.

F A CK—Thanks. Jokes are doubly welcome.

'mDawson.— Rules to hand. Your club appears to be similar to
many South Lancashire clubs that play cricket on Sunday. The
occurrence is by nc means uncommon.

L. King,—Not quite up to the mark.

A. Williams.—If the story had reached us in time we should
have been glad to use it, but it is rather out of date now.

"m Eitch—Mr. Whitmore's traot has been repeatedly shown to be
extremely inaccurate and utterly misleading. To continue cir-
culating the tract after these exposures is nothing less than dis-
honest.

Larly—We are unable to say whether Canon Hoare is any
relation to that shady sky-pilot at Sydenham.

Constant Reaper.—Many thanks. Such soraps of information are
always useful.

“ "L Thorpe.—Wo thank you for your efforts to make the Free-
thinker known. The Fieethinker Tracts we have jnst issued are
the very thing for distribution in the wuy you describe.

Critic—You are clearly mistaken, for three-fourths of the comic
"ketches that have appeared since our release are from the same
hand that exeoutod those which appeared before our imprison-
ment. You are also mistaken as to Progress, for while the price
is reduced by one-half the contents are only reduced a little over
ono-sixth. The reduction was not made for the sake of those
who already purchased the magazine, but to bring it within the
t'eaoh of a larger circle of readers. You wonder how “ such a
well.written number should tacitly be admitted to be worth but
threepence.” The argument is absurd. According to this
Shakespeare should be published at £1,000 and Eliza Cook at 6d.
the price of any publication is entirely a commercial matter, and
has nothing to do with the literary value of the contents.

*Grant—Received with thanks.
eist—The Stirling oath case was dealt with at the time.
versu is scaroely up to the mark.

El K—Number shall be forwarded.

Anderson—Remittance duly to hand. We will seo that the
wrapper is proporly addressed. Sorry yonr Freethinker went
»Stray two weeks ago and fell into tho hands of a Christian, who
very narrowly esoaped being removed to an asylum.

rr Eon6eetb>—"Ve oorr,mclite]l la"t week on the caso of Henry
Ul*by, and we agree with you that those who sent him to prison

»5 a hypocrite wore guilty of still worse hypocrisy. Thanks for
the cuttings.

«1?wgill.—The sentiment is good, but you want more practice in
Writing verse.

<Davies.—The joke may be useful, but the story is libellous, and
j, We “on’t want to go to gaol just yet.

mMiliar desires us to state that a spooial meeting of the West

am Branch of tho N. S. S. will be held to-night, July 13, at the
I"«well Clnb, Plaistow, to doal with the project of a Secular
uau Company for the district.

YE- S*uth writes that the Finsbury Brnnoli of tho N. S. S. holds
ps adjourned quarterly meeting on Sunday evening after Mr.
i ‘cct,u™> when a full attendance of members is requested,

~  deal with important and urgent business.

REdwards~Do please_send all orders for literature to Mr.
jnsey. Neglect of this causes annoyance and delay.

; *'Tn informs ns that as tho Ball's Pond Society have not moved

w " matter, ho and a dozen Freothinking friends have ongagod

h’ Trumper to lecturo at 11.30 on Kingsland Green, and

lon, 8 * roethinkors in tho district will nttend to make the first
uture a success.

«W. M.—Rooeivod with thanks.

liarHiNB  Mr. Pitt Taylor seems a nice judge. Freethinkers oan
that ~ OlPoet justice in Christian courts. We are glad to hear
you tcol better after avowing your opinions.

Papers too] fre-
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EDITORIAL.

Our Summer Number has been unavoidably delayed, but
we hope to have it ready by next Thursday. There is sure
to be a large sale, and we intend to make provision for it;
but as there is a possibility of the first edition being rapidly
cleared out we shall be obliged to execute all orders in
rotation. Those who wish an early supply should therefore
order at once.

We have just published sixteen Freethinker Tracts for
general distribution at the cheap rate of sixpence per hun-
dred, a price which will just recoup us for our outlay. The
first edition numbers three hundred and twenty thousand.
Further details will be found in our advertisement columns.

Progress has greatly improved in circulation by the reduc-
tion in price. The extra number of copies we printed are
nearly all disposed of. The June number is out of print.

Only a few copies have been reserved for binding. The
third volume, with an index, will be ready shortly.
We close with another piece of good news. Mr. Wheeler

is steadily improving in health at the seaside, and we hope
soon to see his pen active again in our pages.

SUGAR PLUMS.

There was a crowded audience at Claremont Hall last
Sunday evening to hear Mr. Foote's lecture on “ Sky Pilots.”
The chair-rfaB taken by a scientific friend from Bath. This
evening (July 13) Mr. Foote lectures again in tho same hall
on “ An Hour with tho Devil.”

Mr. J. B. Coppock informs us that he and other friends have
succeeded in getting Progress laid on the tablo in the Notting-
ham Free Library. We hope this good example will be widely
imitated. Progress is, we are happy to state, rising in circu-
la’ion through the reduction of price.

The Midland Echo gave an appreciative report of Mr.
Foote’s lecture at Baskerville Hall, Birmingham, which it
describes as “ a most interesting and able discourse, lit np
by flashes of humor and sarcasm.” It says, that “ Mr. Foote
combines a good platform address, clear enunciation, and a
flow of pure English delivered distinctly with dramatio effect.”
No doubt it surprises those who have never heard a Free-
thought lecturer to find him possessing a flow of pure English.
Our advocates aro regarded as vulgar ignoramuses by people
who take their opinions at second hand ; but, as a matter of
fact, the Freethought party, in proportion to its numbers,
commands more literary and platform ability than any
religious sect in England.

Modern Society describes the clergy as “ the black-coated
brigade,” and says that “ they rob tho nation to the extent of
something like ten millions annually.” This is plain speak-
ing with a vengeance. The same paper quotes a remark of
Dr. Littledalo that “ a clergyman may bo thoroughly idle,
dull, and inefficient without in the least barring his way to
benefice, canonry, deanery or bishopric.” This is precisely
what wo have always been saying. A big fool cannot make
a good lawyer or a good doctor, but ho may make a very good
parson.

Two mon at Langton have been charged with obstructing
a thoroughfare by burlosquing tho Salvation Army. Thoy
followed General Booth's procession with a donkey dressed in a
Salvation bonnet and cloak, and a bull-dog attired in regu-
lation jersoy and bonnot. The larger animal was labelled
“ Salvation JenDy” on one side and “ Hallelujah ABs” on the
other. Tho magistrates said tho Salvationists themselves
habitually obstructed the roads, and dismissod the men on their
promise not to repoat the offence. Thoy have cracked their
joko and don’t ncod to repeat it.

The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher has greatly shooked tho
orthodox by his lecturo on Evolution. Ho thoroughly believes
in Darwin, and says so. One minister said his remarks woro
worse than Ingersoll’'s. Orthodoxy and “ infidelity ” alike
agreo that he has placed himself in direct antagonism to tho
Biblo. Somo of the American papers aro asking whether it is
honest of Beecher to still call himself a Christian. Tho same
question might bo put to scores of ministers on this side of
the Atlantic.

A man at Evansvillo, Indiana, gavo notice as ono reason
for desiring a divorco from his wife, that sho prays daily
that ho may dio, and as ho is a firm believer in tho efficacy of
prayer he fears that her appeal may bo answered. He ought
to start up an opposition, but perhaps has more faith in his
wife’s prayers than his own. Hois, howover, clearly unscrip.
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toral if he has; for the Bible only says that the fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. It says nothing
abont women.

Mb. W. J. Ramsey gives three lecturesin Wellingboro’ this
Sunday, July 13; subjects, “ Heaven and Hell,” “ A New
Gospel Harmony,” and “ In Prison for Blasphemy.”

The National Parks League are about to call three public
meetings in Regent’s. Victoria and Battersea Parks to protest
against the new order forbidding the sale of liquors and solid
refreshments as heretofore in these highly popular places of
public resort. Those who wish to assist in this commendable
movement should communicate with the secretary of the
League, Mr. William Wynne, 28 Barrow Hill Road, St. John’s
Wood, N.W. -

The Christian Globe has an account of the introduction of
Christianity into Madagascar. The Queen having been con-
verted, the “ insolent behavior”—such at least is the Chris-
tian pretext—of the idol keepers “ led to the burning of the
rryal idols, and immediately afterwards to a like destruction
of those belonging to private individuals and separate tribes
throughout the centra) provinces ” where the Queen’s authority
was secure. This is how Christianity always acts when it
wields supreme power. Rival religions are put down by
physical force ; and missionaries regard such a triumph as
“ a matter for great thankfulness.”

The National Sunday League will hold a public meeting at
St. Andrew’s Hall, Newman Street, London, on Thursday the
17th inst. at 8 o’clock, to support the motion of Mr. George
Howard and Mr. Thomas Burt on the Sunday question. The
Rev. H. C. Shuttleworth will preside.

Sib J. C. Lawrence, at the last council meeting of the
British and Foreign Unitarian Association, denounced Mr.
Sharman’s efforts to obtain the repeal of the Blasphemy
Laws, especially in connection with “ the filthiest and most
obscene publications.” This impudent libel provoked a letter
in the Inquirer from the Rev. E. M. Geldart, who delivered
such an admirable speech at the great St. James’'s Hall
demonstration. Mr. Geldart says: “ Much as | object to a

reat deal in the incriminated numbers of the Freethinker, to
escribe them as 1the filthiest and most obscene publications’
is either an ignorant or a wilful perversion of the truth, or
rather, if ignorant it is wilful still, as a man ought not in
ignorance to make charges of this kind.” Mr. Geldart and
Mr. Sharman deserve our thanks for their constant efforts to
protect us from misrepresentation, but tho great majority of
their Unitarian brethren are grossly hypocritical and unjust.
It is a strange irony that after imputations of obscenity on
the Freethinker have been laughed or reasoned out of exist-
ence evervwhere else, they should still survive in Unitarian
circles.  Perhans, after all, Unitarians are so near us in
opinion that they are obliged to vilify us lest they should be
thought too friendly. We suppose much must be pardoned
when weak people are thrown back on the blind instinct of
self-preservation.

The Manchester Branch of the N. S. S. will have their
children’s annual picnic on Sunday, August 3. Children
under 13 free. Tickets for adults can be obtained of tho
secretary. 'Buses leave the Hall in Grosvenor Street at
10 a.m. Freethinkers intending to join the party Bhould
communioate at once.

The annual children’s excursion from the Hall of Science,
London, will take place next Sunday, July 20. Brakes will
leave at nine a.m. All tho children go free and are provided
with refreshments. A few brakes will be reserved for adults;
tickets 2s- 6d. each. Subscriptions are invited to help defray
the cost-

Dr. Edwabd Aviling will give the last of his evenings of
readings and music at Milton Hall on Sunday, July 13. The
farce “ Poor Pillicoddy,” which was so successfully performed
at the Ball's Pond Secular Hall, will be repeated with the
same cast. This is Dr. Aveling’s last appearance in London
for some weeks.

More heavy poker playiog in late years has gone on in Cham-
berlain’s old club-house than in any other building in Washington
city. Fortunes were made and lost there. The place is now
owned by the YouDg Men’s Christian Association. Soon after
the change was made a well-known sporting man dropped in,
one evening, a trifle mellow by some brandy a friend had given
him to sample. The new occupants were holding a praise meet-
ing, and a dozen of them were singing the old retrain :

“ There is always room for more,
Come in! come in!"
He thought he appreciated the situation, and blandly replied:

“ No, gentlemen; play out the deal. I'll come in on the next
hand.”

Xhe Freethinker.
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THE JUDGMENT SEAT.

It is the common practice of Christians when they find
themselves hard pressed by the arguments of Atheistic
opponents to take shelter behind the reckless statement that
at any rate, if wrong, they are none the worse for their
Christianity, but if right the loss on the other side is beyond
all calculation. In fact Christianity is declared to be asort
of quack medicine— a bread pill, which if no good for the
spiritual ills of humanity, is guaranteed to produce no ill
effects; whilst poor unbelief is condemned as a deadly
poison which can serve no good purpose, even if unpro-
ductive of evil. Having made this statement, Christians
think it beyond contradiction, and seek to inquire no
further. They feel, or think they feel, comfort in believing
as they do, and they cling to this comfort, although they
know it may be founded on a delusion. They try to be
satisfied with what is possibly false, and do not care to
encounter the rude shocks they may meet with in searching
after truth. But is it a fact that the believer is none the
worse for his belief, the Atheist none the better for rejecting
it? Out of his own mouth the Christian stands condemned,
for in this statement we see the fruit of the mean and
cowardly spirit engendered by giving credence to tales of a
God whom he has been taught to say he loves, while his
better nature revolts at the history of his crimes, and of
whose tyranny he stands in abject terror. More honorable,
more upright, more manly, more noble, more to be trusted
by his fellow-beings would be the man who, believing in the
existence of God—(he God of the Scriptures— should
profess to hate him, than he who cringes down before this
monstrous tyrant and meanly talks of love and service.
But let us inquire a little further and see how the Christian
is affected by his belief, the infidel by his unbelief.

Suppose that the Christian is right— that there is a life
after this, and a God ruling over all, absolute in power ?
What kind of a God is he? Shall we form our estimate
of his character from the teachings of the pulpit, of the
Sunday-school, of pious small talk ? Or shall we read what
is recorded of his acts in the Bible, and judge for ourselves ?
In the one case he is a God infinite in justice, in mercy and
in love. In the other his injustice, his cruelty, his barbarous
malice are without limit. We have our choice of Gods.
We cannot reconcile the two, but let us take each by itself
and consider how in either case such a being would deal
with the believer, how with the sceptic.

First, then, let us assume that the world had a creator,
who created it for good, and placed us upon it with a sincere
desire for our happiness. We will be charitable enough to
suppose that the Bible account of his deeds is a wretched
libel inspired by his great enemy. Ilow will the Christian
fare who reads that odious slander and credits it? How
can that man hold up his head before an all-powerful, an
upright, a just, a merciful judge, when he has passed a life-
time in attributing to him acts which could only be perpe-
trated by a bloodthirsty monster, a wicked tyrant, a cruel
oppressor? How? He never means to do it. The fetters
of religious teaching were placed upon him in his early
youth, and year by year the galling chains of moral servi-
tude have been twisted tighter and tighter round his soul.
A worse slave than any negro on a plantation, he has not
even dared to think but as the iron will of his spiritual
pastors and masters dictated. He hold up his head ? The
man who holds up his head seeks justice, and that is what
the poor wretch fears to meet. He bows down his head
and only implores mercy: “ Have mercy on me, 0 God,
according to thy great mercy. Exercise your justice on the
unbeliever, your small mercy on my fellow-Christians, but
keep your great mercy for me.” That is the spirit of his
prayer, the spirit of inhuman selfishness which has been
developed in him from his earliest years by religious training,
the same spirit which teaches him to count the sufferings
of all the world as nothing, so that his own paltry soul is
saved at last— the same spirit which causes him to rub his
hands in glee and exult at the contemplation of millions
suffering eternal torment, because the justice of God is
thereby manifested towards others in the same degree that
he hopes his mercy will be shown upon himself.

He has believed that his creator required from him much
that he was incapable of performing— demanded the full
complement of bricks, but furnished an insufficiency of straw.
Sometimes he grew weary under his heavy task ; he fainted
by the way, his labors for the moment ceased; but the
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whip of his bard task-master roused him again, and he
resumed his work, lamenting his faults of omission. Some-
times the chains of his servitude pressed too heavily upon
him, galled his human nature beyond endurance, and he
struggled with his bonds— maybe for a time cast them off
and tied; but his tyrants pursued and overtook him, their
thirsty bloodhounds dragged him down, and his last state
was worse than the first. He returned, striking his breast
and bewailing his sins of commission. And now he appears
before the throne of God, howling for divine mercy, and so
denying divine justice. Why, for all that man’s moral
errors— be they real or fancied, be they red as scarlet or but
as specks upon the driven snow— his religious training is for
the main part responsible. From the first it instilled into
his mind that he was born in sin, a sinner by Dature. liable
~7nay, compelled by the very necessities of his being— to
sin ail the days of his life; that if he would do good he
could not, unless help was given him from above. As well
might we expect to acquire this world’s wealth by asking
a™s instead of by honest labor, as to develop a high moral
nature by supposing that the heart of man is “ deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked,” and that it can
produce no good but by influence from without. Then,
having thoroughly imbued him with an idea of his own
utter weakness and helplessness, his pious teachers set before
him as a standard of morality a fancy system, an arbitrary
code of laws, without foundation in reason or the common
good, and in many respects impossible of attainment. So, if
h® had any energy left which be might employ in benefitting
himself and his fellow-mortals, it was frittered away in
striving after something beyond his reach. To crown all,
We have that truly Christian selfishness before spoken of,
which leads man to sacrifice everything for his own soul’s
good, and his moral training is complete as far as Christian
teaching can accomplish it.

Luckily, when the Bible tells us that “ the heart of man
m desperately wicked,” the Bible lies. Most fortunately,
when the penitent bows his head and says “ there is no
health in me,” when he strikes his breast and exclaims, “ |
have sinned exceedingly in thought, word and deed, through
my fault, through my fault, through my exceeding great
fault,” he only sometimes speaks the truth. There is so
much of goodness, so much of charity, so much gentleness,
80 much kindness, so much benevolence, so much honor and
honesty in poor human nature, with all its weaknesses and
all its faults, that even religion, even Bible teaching, cannot
utterly stamp it out. A devout Christian is often a good
man, and no man is so utterly bad as Christianity might
make him, were it to work unopposed by the right feeling
Within his own breast. But with more or less of virtue and
more or less of vice mingled together in his daily history,
he lives the life and dies the death of a sincere believer,
fie stands before the judgment seat of this righteous, this
merciful, this just God. How is he do deal with him ?
Why in justice he must try him according to the man’s own
notions of right and wroDg ; and therefore he must condemn
him for a multitude of things done and left undone, which
*n another would be innocent. The poor criminal must pay
the penalty of his belief. He stands charged with a host of
crimes which have been made crimes for his special benefit.
He can but repeat his old cry for mercy, and yet perhaps in
his own time he showed but little mercy to the unbeliever
Or to his fellow-Christian who differed from him on points
of morals or of faith. E. J. Bowteli..

(To be concluded.)

RELIGION AND RIDICULE.

Religion, thou tyrant Magician,
Thy spells are beginning to fail;
Thby poison, thy dagger, thy thunder,
No longer avail.

Thy terrible form in charmed armor
Shall cease to encumber the earth ;

For thou shalt bo slain with derision,
And martyred with mirth.

Even children shall scout thy pale horrors
As ghosts of tho past that are dead ;

They shall mock thy mad follies, and brook not
The blood thou hast shed.

Thy spectres, our shadows gigantic,
Like Brocken clouds melt in the suu;

In the light and tho hope of man’sglory
They fade one by one.
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Shall we shrink from the laughter that lays them,
The jest that thou canst not endure ?

Shall we deal not the death-wound that daunts thee,
With sharp blade and sure ?

Bright Ridicule never shall leave thee ;
For she shove all hath the charm

To read thy spells backward, and rob them
Of power and of harm.

So her arrows shall pierce through thiue armor,
uUntil thou art stretched on the plain,

And the children of men sing rejoicing,
* The monster is slain.”

Laid low by a Savior most potent,
With power from of old time to slay

The vampires and vultures devouring
Man’s heart day by day.

But if she mistake in her aiming,
Her arrow returns whence it starts;
For only the false and the evil
Can fall by her darts.
W. P. Ball.

REVIEWS.

Our Corner, edited by Annie Besant; July.—Mrs. Besant
continues her interesting Autobiographical Sketches, bringing
her history down to her first acquaintance with Mr. Voysey and
his rose-water Theism; Mr. Bradlaugh has a vigorous reply to
Mr. J. L Joyces who recently cri.icised his articles on Socialism ;
“ D.” continues his searching review of Mr. Henry George's
theories; Miss Hypatia Braalaugh concludes her story of a
Russian exile; Dr. Avtling writes on Insects and Flowers; and
Mr. J. Robertson contributes the first part of an able paper on
the Art of Keats.

Bible Saints and Sinners, by A. B. Moss; Partl.; Watts and
Co.—Another addition to the large number of Mr. Moss’'s well
written pamphlets. We forbear any criticism until the work is
completed.

PROFANE JOKES.

T he longest reign in history—the deluge.

T he Protestant Bishop of Derry was disputing with a Roman
Catholic priest about purgatory. “ Well, my lord,” replied the
priest in conclusion, “ you may go farther and fare worse.”

“ Ah, Sambo,” said a sick planter to his attendant nigger, “ |
fear I'm going, and I've a long journey before me.” “ Neber
mind, massa,” was the encouraging answer, “ him all down
hill.”

A Littie four-year old said to bis mother last week, “ Mother,
| believe God thinks | am dead." “Why" asked the mother,
somewhat astonished at the remark of the child. *“ 'Cause I
havn't said my prayers for a week!”

N oaii poor man, never knew what it was to slip down into
the cellar of the ark when the boys wtre in the kitchen, with a
beer-mug under his coat tail, to come up with a satisfied ex-
pression, observing that he had “ just been down to see if them

[t

taters was sproutin’.

A School Board boy, who was competing for a prize, sent in
the following biography of Abraham : “ He was the father of
Lot, and had two wives. One was called Ishmale and the other
llagur ; he kept one at home, and he turned the other into the
desert, where she became a pillow of salt in the daytime and a
pillow of fire at night.”

“ Do you think it wrong to patronise the horse cars on
Sunday, deacon?” asked Mrs. Goode. “ Decidedly!" replied
the deacon; “ decidedly wrong, Mrs. Goode; it's a desecration
of the day, ma'am. | never take a horse car on Sunday, ma'am.
I consider it wrong, decidedly wrong. | walk, ma'am, and |
receive my reward in an approving conscience, not to speak of
the fact that | have saved five cents, ma’am.”

P unctuation.—A country schoolmaster, who found it rather
difficult to make his pupils observe the difference in reading
between a comma and a full poiut, adopted a plan of his own,
which he flattered himself, would make them proficients in the
art of punctuation ; thus, iu reading, when they came to acomma,
they were to say “ tick,” and to a colon or semicolon, * tick,
tick,” and to a full point, “ tick, tick, tick.” Now, it so
happened that the parish minister called in and asked one of the
boys to read a chapter in the Old Testament, which he pointed
out. The boy complied, and in his best accent began to read—
“ And the Lord spake unto Moses saying, tick, speak unto the
children of Israel, tick, saying, tick, and thus shalt thou say
unto them, tick, tick, tick.” This unfortunate sally, in his own
style, acted like a shower-bath on the poor Dominie, whilst the
minister and his friends almost died of laughter.
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