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IN T E R V IE W S  W IT H  T H E  P R ISO N E R S.

T h anks to the tender mercies o f the prosecutors, our brave 
friends, G. W . Foote and W . J. Ramsey, have been able, 
during the last two or three weeks, to look upon other faces 
than those of prison officials and criminals. In court and 
in prison they have been allowed to see friendly faces, all 
full o f admiration and affection for them, to hear free voices 
and to grasp honest hands. This has been without a doubt 
a great joy  to them. But it is only an oasis in the desert 
of their life, and even we, who are not suffering as they are, 
can picture the desolate feeling with which, this momentary 
taste of liberty vanishing, they have gone back to the prison- 
cells again.

O f all that has passed at the interviews afforded them 
and afforded us by the consideration of the Lord Chief 
Justice and taking place within the gaol-walls, we cannot 
speak here. W e can only barely state that the kindness of 
the Governor of Holloway, and of all his subordinates with 
whom we came in contact, made these interviews of a nature 
far less painful than they might have been. But in regard 
to that which passed between our friends and their friends 
in the Court o f Queen’s Bench, on the days o f the two 
trials, we arc at liberty to speak.

And first, as to their bodily health. Both are fairly well. 
Each of them is or was a very powerful man. Anyone who 
remembers our friend Ramsey struggling into Exeter Hall 
when the bigots held their meeting against Charles Brad- 
laugh, and recollects how ho came in like a sort of human 
comet, the nucleus o f a streaming and screaming tail of 
white-faced Christians, will bear us out in the above state
ment, as far as he is concerned. And George William 
Foote’s robust mind has lodgment in an equally robust body. 
But the close confinement is telling on even their vigorous 
frames. Active-lived men suddenly condemned to inert
ness must suffer, and they are suffering. They cannot be 
broken down in one or two months, though even in this 
brief time, they can and they do show traces of wear and 
tear. But, in twelve months ? Their indomitable spirit 
has triumphed over bodily and mental torture thus far. But 
only one-sixth of the time meted out by Justice North to 
George Foote has elapsed, and five-sixths are yet to come.

For details. Ramsey’s eye has been bad, but is now 
sound again. The greatest difficulty is in regard to the 
food. Meat once a week, to the wild extent o f three ounces, 
plus three-quarters of an ounce o f bacon on another heb
domadal occasion is not enough for two strong, able-bodied, 
•tblc-minded men. The three-quarters o f an ounce of bacon 
ought to have no bone in it. Some idea of the plucky spirit 
of our friends, plucky without a tingo of affectation or 
ostentation, may be formed from the fact that Ramsey told 
me, very seriously but with a merry twinkle in his eye, that 
°n his release lie intended to bring an action against the 
1 tome Secretary, as one day he had a palpable fragment of 
bone in his bacon. During the trial-time, better food was 
allowed them on the strong recommendation of the Lord 
Chief Justice, but, as far as we know, they are now on the 
°W rations once more. These rations both o f them find
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very difficult to swallow. George Foote told me that, know
ing how essential it was that food should be taken, for 
health’s and for the cause’s sake, he had held his throat 
with the hand to keep the nauseous food down.

They do not forget us, any more than we forget them. 
Sunday night they know, by the clock of prison regulations, 
when the friends are leaving the Hall of Science, and their 
thoughts and longings and resolves go out to us then. 
Nor do they forget that in many another town besides 
London, at the hour of eight on Sunday, hundreds o f men 
and women are passing from Freethought meetings home
wards, and are thinking of the three prisoners in Holloway 
Gaol.

D o not let us forget that there are three. Truly, one of 
them is younger than the other two, has not made their 
name, has not come so prominently before the public, and, 
let us remember, has not seen friends, nor had the am
biguous luxury o f appearing in custody before the Court of 
Queen’s Bench on several different days. When the names 
of Foote and Ramsey are remembered by the historian of 
the future, and are blessed by the free children of that 
future, whose freedom they in part will have achieved, that 
of Henry Kemp must not and will not be forgotten.

The most noticeable thing about both our friends is their 
cheerfulness. No time is lost in weeping and wailing. 
Clear-headed, prompt, they discuss business matters as easily 
and calmly as if they were free. A ll the anxiety that they 
display is about others, not themselves. Their two chief 
concerns, after the home folk, are Messrs. Wheeler and 
Kemp. Everything must be done that is right for these. 
The paper and the magazine are much in their thoughts, 
but we believe their minds are at rest on this score. They 
know that the Freethought Party will not let them die.

It was a joy to see them eating on each day of the trials—  
square meals. The first of these was the first they had 
eaten for five weeks. To many the knowledge of the 
manner of life and manner o f food has come as a surprise. 
Even Lord Coleridge appeared to be in the dark as to the 
treatment they were receiving. And not a few of those 
who have written most bitterly are shocked to find that the 
men they have denounced are suffering as if they were 
common felons. To ourselves, this is in one sense a minor 
matter. The punishment is the iniquity, rather than the 
manner o f it. But those who are thus shocked at the 
extent rather than at the fact of the penalty, ought, at least, 
to have ascertained the nature o f the penalty ere they ap
proved it.

No confidence is betrayed in stating that the solitary 
confinement is for twenty-three hours a day, that the one 
hour of mockery of freedom is spent in the company o f the 
dregs of ¡our social life, that the dress is convict dress, 
brown coat, brown cap, check shirt, a blue stripe on 
the left arm, a numbered label on the breast of each ; 
that they have been picking fibre and, for a luxury, mending 
shoes, that their books have been the Bible and after the 
first month a Colenso’s arithmetic, out o f which George 
Foote has worked countless sums.

During the trial-time other books were allowed, and it 
must have been a great delight to them to read Matthew
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Arnold, Huxley and Swinburne, instead o f Moses and the 
Prophets. W e shall even treasure as sacred the officially- 
stamped paper on which came the list of books they re
quired for their defence.

But all that is over, and they are gone back to their 
loneliness. No friend, no book can cheer them. Only the 
dull monotony o f prison life, hateful, irksome. I f  only our 
good wishes could pierce the solid prison w a ll! I f  only 
they knew for verity, as they know by surmise, how we ad
mire them, honor them, love them— how many men and 
women all through England are weeping for them the 
tears they are too brave to shed— how many voices are 
adding their appeal to the outcry at the injustice o f the 
sentence and are pleading for their release !

E d w a r d  B. A v elin g , D.Sc.

M E M O R I A L .

“  To the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department.

“  The Humble Memorial of the undersigned.
Sheweth

“  That George William Foote, William James Ramsey, 
and Henry Kemp were on Monday, March 5th, found guilty 
of blasphemy at common law and sentenced to imprisonment, 
respectively, G. W. Foote, 12 months; W. J. Ramsey, 
9 months ; and H. Kemp, 3 months.

“  Tour memorialists respectfully submit that such an 
enforcement of laws against Blasphemy is out of accord 
with the spirit of tho age, and humbly pray the mercy of 
the Crown in remission of the sentences imposed.”

Friends will do good work by copying this out and obtain
ing as many signatures as possible to each copy. The 
Memorial and the signatures should be sent to the Home 
Secretary as speedily as possible. It is particularly requested 
that no other form may be used than the one given above.

G O D ’S IN H U M A N IT Y .

T o  speak of inhumanity as a characteristic o f something 
other than human, may seem a sort of paradox to the 
pious and too simple-minded Christian. But to the Atheist, 
accustomed to “  call a spade a spade,”  nurtured in the full 
free light o f the religion o f humanity, the term is admissible. 
Is it blasphemy in me to condemn god’s inhumanity, placed 
as I am, minus a god, with no report of one save that 
which terrorised me when 1 was a child ? Man is to me 
the first, the highest in the knowable world. A ll else than 
man is less than human. That which is less than man in 
the scale of existence, with no claim to a value equal to 
that of man may be worthy of his approval, his praise, his 
love, his care. But that which, while claiming equality with 
him is yet sunk below his level, and opposed in sentiment 
and action to the loftier ideals of his nature, is less than 
man, is inhuman. In the days before my Atheism I knew 
no god save Jehovah, the god of a barbarous race, and him 
I now deny. Brain and heart feel repulsion when I  picture 
him, who was held up to my child-sense as immeasurably 
loftier than man, falling in maturer thought so far below 
those men standing in the vanguard of humanity, and 
filling the place of gods to me.

I CALL TOUR GOD INHUMAN.
Tell me not with upturned eyes of his love for you and 

for me. Tell me not of his mighty name traced out upon 
the ocean. Tell me not o f his fiiger-touclies on mountain- 
brook and flower. Tell me fiat in canting phrase, of his 
pathway in the clouds. Tell me not of the glittering gems 
he has scattered in far-off skies. ¿This is the god you have 
made to yourselves and dubbed him truth and love ! This 
is the noble and lovable god o f thej'noble and lovable P a in e! 
I  have no knowledge of that go<ji‘ I  cannot see him in the 
wonderful and beautiful aroundUflie. I cannot hear his 
voice and footsteps on the wind, j jw h o  have lost the dark, 
grim god of boyhood, I , with my thinking fellows, dare to 
laugh at the old dead myth, but

i d a r e  not m ake  an o th er .
Y et suppose I  assume your god’s existence; assume the 

account I have of him is his or has his sanction ; assume he 
made the world and called it good ; assume he is all-wise, 
all-powerful; that the forces of nature are under his

control; assume he rules and plans and governs a ll ; assume 
his “  mighty arm ”  and “  outstretched hand,”  whatever 
these may mean, can stay the winds and still the waves and 
damp to death destroying flames ; assume his hand can stop 
the thunderbolt, avert the lightning, prop the tottering 
avalanche, hold back the blighting breath of pestilence, 
throw up the assassin's hand and slay famine ; assume his 
will can water the cracking earth, or stem the onward-sweep 
of clouds ; assume his hand can hold up the bridge that is 
falling, or stop the shrieking engine. Surely he who made 
the world can do all this, he who fills immensity, whose 
very will can

“  Clutch a planet in its wandering'course 
And swing it to its orbit.”

I f  you say I  assume too much, Christian, you are the Infidel. 
I f  you say I  assume no other than the truth, I  reply the 
over-burdened world is groaning beneath the awful weightjof 

go d ’s inhum anity  to  man .
You tell me this is a probationary state; that there is 

another world where wrongs will be righted and sufferings 
rewarded. Can harps and ctowds and songs and palms 
and never-broken laziness, reward me for one galling day of 
suffering here ?

The songs of human poets serve to soothe the chafings of 
our sorrow here. But will eternal “  hallelujahs ”  repay me 
for the loss of my firstborn boy who died in cruel agonies ; 
for the loss of the infant who never lived to learn the art of 
speech and never could do wrong, who never heard the 
name of god, and knew no saving Christ ?

W hat will heaven’s eternal rest be to the warrior of 
progress, who dealt hard blows on the pachydermatous 
hide of cant and wrong ?

Was the tempting and cursing of the primal pair in Eden 
less or more than human? I f  myriads o f people have 
suffered through two weak creatures yielding to the tempting 
trap laid by a god and fruit-baited, and if the grand, and 
noble lives that suffer now be suffering for a fault not theirs, 
is this more or less than human ? You tell me he provided 
a remedy ; that Jesus died. So have died many better men 
who might have made less indifferent gods, and yet the 
world is suffering, and tho thorns are only taken from the 
path towards the Jfuturc by men who live apart from gods 
and saving christs.

In all tho barbarous recital of your fettering book, god’s 
inhumanity to man is the pith and marrow, and cheek 
by jowl with this goes, if we assume the deity of Jesus, the 
crowning unlovable act, the fall o f a father’s heavy hand 
upon his co-equal son,

god ’s inhum anity  to  g o d .
John Rowell W aller.

ARRIVAL OF THE COBRA IN EDEN.
A TERItlliLE TRAGEDY.

N ow  it came to pass that the penny dip having disappeared 
from view, and the first faint beams o f the Brush-light be
coming visible on the horizon, the lady o f Eden was intent 
upon preparing Adam ’s breakfast coffee, whilst the gentle
man reclining under the shade o f a Upas, was reading an 
early copy of the Freethinker. And lo ! a visitor might 
have been descried advancing in dignified crectness towards 
the happy pair.

Raising his hood in token of respect to the lady, who in
vited him to a seat on the garden-roller, he indulged in the 
small talk of primaival times. Observing the luscious fruit 
of the tree of knowledge, he asked the lady to gather 
some for herself and for him. T o this the lady replied : “ W e 
may eat of the fruit of every tree in the garden excepting 
that to which you have taken a fa n cy ; the proprietor of 
the garden has told us that on the day in which we shall 
taste thereof, he will hang us without judge or jury.”

And the Cobra, now lifting his hood in surprise, said : 
“  S tu ff! ye shall not surely die. Behold now, I  will put 
you up to a wrinkle. The proprietor knows that if ye eat 
and digest that fruit ye will be as wise as himself, and he 
cannot stand competition. Take my advice and make an 
apple-dumpling for the family dinner.”

And the lady arose and did even as the Cobra had sug
gested ; and behold Adam was overjoyed at finding that his 
wife really understood something about cookery. But even 
as they swallowed the last piece of apple-dumpling, their
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eyes were opened, and they saw that they as well as the 
table were naked.

The lady fled in terror to the nearest fig-tree, plucked 
some of its leaves, tore a thorn from a gooseberry-bush, 
plucked from her head some hair for thread, and made for 
herself and Adam two lovely aprons, the remains of which 
may now be seen in a glass case in the Vatican at Rome.

And it came to pass as they were walking up and down 
the garden, proudly surveying their new uniforms, that they 
heard the voice of the proprietor of the garden, as he took 
his evening walk after his siesta in the heat o f the day. 
“  Adam, where art thou ? ”

And Adam answered: “  W e are shirtless and shiftless, 
and have hidden ourselves.”

“  Hast thou eaten of that apple-dumpling I  saw thy wife 
making ? ”

“  The lady thou didst manufacture for me, gave it me 
and I did eat.”

Then the proprietor said unto the lady: “ W hat hast 
thou done ? ”  '

“  The Cobra put me up to a wrinkle and I  cooked.”
Then the proprietor spoke to the Cobra, saying: “  Cursed 

art thou above all cattle, thou meddlesome muddler; upon 
thy belly slialt thou trot for the remainder of thy days.”  
And to the woman he said : “  I will greatly increase thy 
sorrow and trouble ; in misery and wretchedness slialt thou 
bring forth children, and thou shalt be a bond-slave unto 
thy husband, and he shall rule over thee ! ”

And to Adam he said: “  Cursed be the ground for thy 
sake ; thorns and thistles shall it bring forth, and by the 
sweat o f thy brow shalt thou eat bread, and from thy toil 
and labor shall the kings and the priesthood, and the 
aristocracy (whom I will raise up) live luxuriously in 
honor and glory, for I  am a just and beneficent being, and 
will stand no nonsense in my garden.”

Then the Cobra put on his hood and departed, whilst 
Adam and his wife hung down their heads in terror, and 
were stricken with amazement.

W illiam D e Carle.

THE CHRISTIAN’S PARADISE.

T he glowing colors in which the future abode of the faithful 
is painted need not be recapitulated here. A ll this has been 
dinned into our ears ever since childhood ; and I for one 
must frankly confess I am about as wise as ever I  was at 
the advanced age of four or five.

How many orthodox Christians arc really clear as to 
what the heaven for which they strive is to be like ? 
They will tell you it is a place o f infinite bliss (which is o f 
course a matter o f taste) where no sin can enter (do they 
exclude card-playing and late suppers ?) and where we are 
to spend day and night singing the eternal praises of the 
most high. But here the tale ends, and we are prohibited 
from inquiring further as to the special enjoyments and pri
vileges we are to expect up above.

W e will take advantage of the Freethinker’s license, and 
examine a little the habitation into which the just and 
good (according to Christian ideas) are comfortably pitch- 
forked after their demise, and no questions asked.

The first point arises: Are we to retake our earthly 
forms when rising on the great judgment day? Or are we 
to assume some other form at the present moment unknown 
to us ? Or arc we to have no form at all, but wander 
about like true “  shades,”  invisible to ourselves and to one 
another ? Let us consider.

Suppose we regain the features with which we died. In 
that case, the endless diversity of human visage will be 
reproduced. W e shall see faces beautiful as day, together 
with the naturally deformed and distorted countenances we 
are constantly meeting down below. Sparkling eyes, 
exquisite limbs, and clustering hair, will intermingle with 
bent backs, maimed bodies and bald pates. But then, if 
we retain our sense o f sight or at least our faculty of dis
tinction, shall wc not remark the difference between the old 
woman and the young girl, the intelligent European and 
the ugly negro ? I f  so, facial charms will captivate the 
two sexes as before. “  Love’s young Dream ”  will become 
the order of the day, for  we shall have plenty of leisure 
between the hymns to cast sheep’s-eyes and interchange 
significant whispers, and heaven will be filled, in the end, 
with the same complement ot blighted lovers, aesthetic 
damsels, and frumpish old maids.

Impossible ! is the indignant cry o f our astute ecclesiastics, 
who never make a mistake. Under such circumstances—  
riches being unknown, as of course they must be— the ugly 
would stand at a disadvantage with their handsomer com
panions, which is incompatible with a heaven o f perfect 
equality. Clearly then we must all appear the same to each 
other. The logical sequence is unmistakable. W e can 
have no perception of personal beauty.

And what of the mental qualities, a matter of infinitely 
greater importance ? The answer is simple. They cannot 
exist. The repeated assertion that “  before god all men 
are equal,”  arbitrarily precludes any possibility o f mental 
as of physical superiority. In this unmatchable heaven, 
the immortal Shakespeare will be undistinguishable from 
the common murderer, who, condemned to the gallows, 
confesses and repents of his crimes, and is without delay 
wafted into the presence of the blessed.

A t the same time, the sentiment of remorse being inad
missible in the celestial regions, we must for the convenience 
o f these latter gentry (remember we shall all be treated 
with equal impartiality), lose every remembrance of our 
former earthly existence— for can the merciless extortioner, 
mindful of his former misdeeds, confront the widow and 
orphans he has systematically plundered and reduced to 
beggary ; and can the general face, without shame and con
fusion, the thousands of poor soldiers he has without com
punction sacrificed, in order to gain some useless victory 
whereby he might be extolled and lauded to the skies ?

Again, how is our happiness possible (unless every feeling 
but that of callous, all-pervading selfishness is extinguished) 
were we to miss some dear friend, some one we loved and 
honored, and remember how, less fortunate than ourselves, 
he was cut off without time for repentance and thrust into 
that fiery hell of weeping and gnashing o f teeth? Fancy 
yourself bowing before the loathsome deity, who could 
conceive and execute the fiendish idea of immortalising 
myriads of our fellow-creatures for the mere sake of gloating 
over their unspeakable misery. There is no alternative but 
to forget our past history, our former attachments, every
thing but the blank meaningless present. We should even 
fail to recognise those o f our friends and relations in 
heaven like ourselves, for those peculiar characteristics 
which rendered them dear to us would have vanished when 
they were metamorphosed into immortals, the very image and 
counterpart of the millions of other immortals. Then the 
young wife who expires in her husband’s arms with a fond 
hope that they may meet again as man and wife in heaven, 
is cheated in her expectations. Brother and sisteF, father 
and child, must be strangers to one another, and the sweet 
promise of future reunion turn out after all but a vile 
mockery, a wretched jugglery of words. We do meet, but 
how ! Spare me such Wiedersehen. Thus incapable o f 
friendship, love, and every sentiment good or bad, we are 
left to wander aimlessly through space, ignorant o f our 
past lives, our present whereabouts, our own names and our 
own identity. W hat a consummation !

Truly, if there were any man against whom I bore 
exceptional malice, I  would pray nightly for the “ salvation”  
of that man’s soul 1

Sans Barbe.
(To be continued.)

T he P riest.— These are, indeed, various circumstances inci
dental to the present stage of civilisation, which still preserve to 
these superstitious men a certain share of their former power. 
But there can, I think, be no reasonable doubt that the days of 
that power are numbered. And when their reign is brought to a 
final close, there will then for the first time be allowed to pro.- 
eeed without interruption the successive epochs of that moral 
and intellectual development, which we have every right to 
suppose will at length conduct the human race to a state of 
happiness and virtue, which » fond imagination loves to ascribe 
to that primitive condition of man, of the innocence and simplicity 
of which we, however, have no better evidence than what is to 
be found in the traditions of the theologian, and in the dreams 
of the poet.— Henry Thomas Buckle, “ Miscellaneous and 
Posthumous Works,” vol. i., p. 250; 1872.

I bid.— Doctrines being made the bond of union of a powerful 
body of men, whose only legal title to the enjoyment of wealth, 
honor, and influence is adherence to those doctrines, there must 
of necessity exist a bitter hostility against every man who shakes 
the blind confidence of the multitude in the supposed sacrodness 
of those doctrines.—Rev. Blanco White, “ The Life of J. B, 
White, written by himself," vol. ii., p. I l l ;  1815.
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T U R K IS H  B A TH S A N D  C H R IS T IA N  C L E A N IN G .

Scene.— A  Turkish Bath in this most Christian land.

Enter a member of the Salvation army. Collapse of all the 
attendants. Never saw such a sight before. Member un
clothes. Second collapse o f attendants. Never saw such a 
sight before. Proprietor sends out for fresh supply of 
brushes and towels— thinks o f advertising for more assist
ants— has a nightmare o f next quarter’s water-rate.

Several hours later.
Salvationist just beginning to look dingy. He addresses 

the Shampooer, in gasps :—
“  Young man, aren’t you proud ?”
“  Not a bit. The smallest gratu------- .”
(Hastily) “  No, I don’t mean that. Aren’ t you proud of 

being like Jesus ?”
“  What r
“  Yes, dear fellow-sinner. You wash the body. Ho 

washes the soul. You cleanse from earthly stains, he from 
’eavenly. You use water. He uses blood. The blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin and shampooing after a 
temperature o f 200° cleanses from all dirt.”

“  I like him? Oh, no! A ny fellow’s blood make any 
fellow clean ? In the language of my profession— Sham ! 
Pooh !”

F O R  E V E R  W IT H  T H E  LO R D .

P oe ever with the lord 
I  have no wish to be ;

I ’ve no desire to wear a crown 
Through all eternity.

I  have no wish to dwell
With Christ the lamb of god ;

Eternal rest is all I  want 
When underneath the sod.

I  do not wish to wear 
A robe of spotless white,

Nor dwell with beasts all full of eyes,
Who rest not day and night.

An Atheist I am,
And have no cause to fear;

I  want no home beyond the skies—
My only heaven is here.

For ever with the lord !
What happiness 1 what joy !

To dwell with men like Abraham,
And David and Lefroy ;

And other friends of god,
From Adam to Guiteau—

I ’d rather be with men like Mill,
Although he’s gone below.

For ever with the lord !
What happiness untold !—

To look from heaven down to hell,
And evermore behold

Our good but sceptic friends 
We always loved so well,

Writhing in pain and misery 
Down in the depths of hell.

Away then with the creed 
Of superstitious fear.

Let each Freethinker do his best 
To stay its wild career.

And each one while on earth 
Will meet with his reward,

And have no wish to dwell in heaven 
For ever with the lord.

S. J. Bellciiambers.

E S A U ,  I S H M A E L ,  S A T A N .

T hree characters wrongly estimated in the past and only 
gradually rising to the true height o f appreciation to-day.

Esan was cheated by his brother Jacob, rejected by his 
father Isaac, and is respected by all people of decent feeling 
to-day.

Ishmael was ousted for the sake of his brother Isaac, was 
rejected by his father Abraham, and founded the great Arab 
race, our guides in early science.

Satan was dispossessed for Jesus’ sake, was cast out of 
heaven by his father, and introduced mankind to the tree of 
knowledge.

A C I D  D R O P S .
Stages through which god’s naming goes. Jehovah—Yahveh 
—Yahoo—Y a h ! The last is the most modern way in which 
god is mentioned.

A  man named Godfrey, who was apprehended at Swansea, 
where he was an active member of the Salvation Army, being 
known as “  Lieutenant Baker,” has at Bradford been com
mitted to prison for deserting his wife and family. The 
“  General,”  however, persists that no officer is criminal.

The attention of Mr. Newdegate, Sir H. Tyler, Justice 
North, and other orthodox Christians, is called to portions of 
the speech of Mr. G. C. Whiteley, at Cannon Street Hotel, on 
disestablishment. Speaking of a Bill on this subject he 
said : “  They had been approaching the citadel for years, now 
it was time they made the attack. He knew there were some 
who were waiting, expecting disintegration from within, or 
that the walls would fall on the blast of a trumpet.” And 
then he blasphemously said : “  This Jericho policy would not 
do in the nineteenth century.”  Cheers and laughter greeted 
this portion. Is this how Christians are treating the former 
exploits of their god ? Are his doughty deeds, and those of 
his followers who blew the loud blasts, to be simply used for 
the amusement of his followers to-day ? Observe the jeering 
tone of the remark that the polioy of getting god to help 
men won’t do in the nineteenth century. Such an admission 
is a direct implication that god has not kept pace with 
Evolution, but has become so weak that his believers would 
rather shift for themselves.

“  Sir H enry Cromwell was twice married, and the death of 
his second wife, in 1592, was the occasion of proceedings for 
witchcraft, which form a significant indication of the condition 
of public opinion on the very threshold of the great puritan 
revolution. Some peculiarities of the poor lady’s illness 
aroused suspicion of evil spirits at work. The doctors and 
attendants could not understand the symptoms, which wero 
not in accordance with the legitimate course of disease, and 
therefore must needs put them down to preternatural 
influence. Suspicion fell on one John Sumwell, with his 
wife and his daughter Alice. They were all three lodged in 
gaol, and the mother, broken down by misery, confessed 
impossible guilt. According to the law, the property of the 
condemned wretches was forfeited to the lord of the manor, 
and Sir Henry founded with it a lectureship in the parish 
church for the delivery of an annual sermon against witch
craft. The vigorous survival of so cruel a superstition, at a 
time when the opposing forces of political light and darkness 
were being silently marshalled for a deadly struggle, should 
be a warning against a thoughtless use of nineteenth-century 
standards in judging people of these days. Is the sermon 
still preached'! I f not what is done with the money P”

R E V I E W S .
Martyrdom and Scrvetus. By the Rev. H erbert V . M ills, 

Minister o f the Free Christian Church, Colne.
A magnificent piece of outspokenness by a Christian against 
the recent sentences for blasphemy. We quote:—“  I believe 
blasphemy to be as impossible and as absurd as the charge of 
witchcraft. To stigmatise as a blasphemer every man who 
opposes the established and popular religion of the day, is to 
make the chief merit of all great lives, blasphemy. I f  this is 
blasphemy, then Christ was chief amongst blasphemers. . . . 
Their charge is ‘ blasphemy,’ their imprisonment is for ‘ blas
phemy.’ That, and nothing else. And if we take anything 
else into consideration wo shall forget our duty.” The 
pamphlet, that ought.to be read for its remarkable account of 
Servetus, and its bold «'.enunciation of Calvin, as well as for 
its noble pleading for freedom’s sake, is published by It. Hyde 
and Sons, Times Office, Colne.

A Unitarian gentleman has sent us one hundred copies of 
the above pamphlet for the benefit of the Prisoners’ Aid Fund. 
One copy can be sent post free for l£d. in stamps.

Blasphemy (an appeal to clergy and people). By the Rev. 
T iiomas H ancock.

A nother excellent and timely protest by a Christian against 
the persecution of us who are not Christians by the Tylers 
and Gilfards, pseudo-Christians. We arc not clergy. But 
wc are people, and we ought all to read this appeal.

A little fellow, whose brother had died, could not swallow 
the parental assurance that god would take Johnny out of the 
ugly black box in the terrible hole, lying night and day in 
the cemetery outside the town. “  He has no tools,” cried the 
boy. Alas ! god has too many tools only too likely to do his 
dirty work. Two lovely examples are Newdegate and Tyler.
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SPECIAL NOTICES.

A Full Report'of the Two Trials of Messrs. G. W . 
Foote, W . J. Ramsey, and H. A. Kemp, for Blas
phemous Libel in the Christmas Number of the 
“ Freethinker,” is Now Ready in Seven Parts, 
price Twopence each ; neat wrappers. Part VII. 
also contains Prison Notes by G. W . Foote.

A Verbatim Report of the Latest Trial for 
Blasphemy (that of Messrs. Foote and Ramsey), 
before the Lord Chief Justice, Now Ready in 
one pamphlet, price Sixpence. It contains 
the evidence, the speeches of the two defendants, 
and the summing-up of Lord Coleridge.

DR. AVELINGr’S LECTURES.
Dr. Edward B. Aveling (interim editor of the Freethinker) 

will lecture in the Hall of Science, Old Street, City 
Bead,on Sunday, May 13th, at 7.30—subject, “  Freedom in 
England!”

C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

All business communications to be addressed to the Manager, 
28 Stonecutter Street, Farringdon Street, E.C. Literary com
munications to the Editor of the Freethinker, 13 Newman Street, 
Oxford Street, London, W.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, directly from the office, post-free 
to any part of Europe, America, Canada, and Egypt, at the fol
lowing rates, prepaid :—One year, 6s. 6d. j Half Year, 3s. 3d.; 
Three Months, Is. 7Jd.

Received.— It. J. Smith, Basford, F. W. II., J. A. Butler, John 
Smith, W. T. S., Southern, E. Grange, C. Hughes, R. Louis Cook- 
bain, Thomas Lane, C. J., M. H. Bunton.

I1’. H.— I should think one’ s own was the easiest language to learn. 
Ono has so much more practice at it. Next to that, wo think 
Gorman is most easy, as most closely alliod to English.

J. Brotherton has Nos. 9, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, Vol. 1. ; 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, Vol. II. 
of the Freethinker to dispose of. Half the proceeds to go to the 
Prisoners’ Aid Fund.”  Who bids ?

H. Webster.—It is the usual form. We have now a large number 
of them.

H. Tricke,—Secularism is the working for eartli and man only.
Received memorial with twenty-sovon signatures from Donald 

MacRae.
Warrington.—Thanks for monoy. We should bo glad if you could 

combine your goodness in this way, with the taking your two 
dozen Freethinkers weekly. The support of the paper is only 
second in importance to that of the mon.

Received memorial with thirty-three signatures from J. C. McCleory.
J. II. R ogers.—The degree is ono not obtained by examination, and 

as far as our information goes is a purchased one.
J. II. R. has a copy of tho Freethinker of May 28th, 1882 (ono of 

the prosocuted numbers), and will sell it for tho benefit of the 
Fund.

A. B. C.—Excellent, but ancient.
A. SvviNNEY.—Too long.
J. Gaulding.—No ono is moro consoious than Lord Randolph 

Churchill of the disgraceful antecedents of his family. Ho is 
trying to keep up tho family reputation, not unsuccessfully.

Mem orial recoived from John Alexander, 89 Kingsley Road, Maid
stone, with twenty signatures.

Thomas Catley.—Glad to hear from you again.
M  II. Bunton.—You are not troublesome. You are most useful to 

us in our work.
Papers R eceived.—Thinker—Herald of Health—Truthseekor.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
T he first number of the Liberal, a weekly democratic 

organ, promises woll. It is very outspoken and yet never 
passes the limits of fair and decent criticism.

Oor excellent monthly contemporary the Fepublican, keeps 
Op its level o f thoughtful and yet humorous writing, and is 
this month of especial interest as containing a portrait and 
biography of William James Ramsey, imprisoned for blas
phemy. In noticing this periodical we feel that have written 
a Contemporary Review.

E ven unco’ guid Scotland is shocked at the torture of our 
frionds. The Glasgow Evenin'/ Gazette has a letter signed 
”  A  Member of the U. P. Kirk,” and containing this sentence : 
11 think it monstrous that any honest man—whatever his 

opinions may be—should be dragged from his home and 
friends, shut up in gaol, and fed on coarse food, which can

only be taken by those accustomed to it ; and that this should 
be done in the name and for tho sake of Christianity is 
lamentable to think of.” With this honest man’s church it 
will be more U P than ever, the longer our friends are in 
prison. ____

T he Nottingham Guardian says: “  As we regretted the 
beginning of these prosecutions, so we regretted that a judge 
could be found to make them the occasion for such remarks, 
and for such a sentence as came from the mouth of Mr. Justice 
North. Not only is the prosecution abandoned, but the sen
tence in the old one is, we sincerely hope, in way of being 
revised, for the Home Secretary is inquiring into the health 
of the prisoners.” This is the paper that spoke of Mr. Foote 
as “  a vulgar ruffian,” a few weeks back.

To be noticed in papers specially devoted to some particular 
order of thought or of thoughtlessness is a great argument 
that you have made your mark. The iSportsman of Saturday 
last has two references to Mr. Foote. In the Looker-on’s 
notes we read “  That the libel defence is clever; that there is no 
love lost between the judges.”  The libel defence is that of 
the editor of this paper. The judges are Lord Coleridge and 
Mr. Justice North.

F reethinkers living in Holloway or its neighborhood, are 
earnestly requested to attend the Freethinker’s Hall 48 
Alsen Road, Holloway, on Sunday evenings at 7.30. Lectures 
are given every week. If only for the reason that our friends 
are imprisoned in Holloway Gaol, Holloway men and women 
should attend. It is a narrow-way that leads to eternal life. 
Let it be a hollow-way that leads to the better temporal life 
of man.

T he Affirmation Bill is rejected by a majority of three. 
And yet Mr. Bradlaugh will sit and vote in the House of 
Commons, or a good many thousand men “ will know the 
reason why.”

SK E L E T O N  SERM ON .— V.

“  The Lord is a man of war.”  Parallel passage ; Prince of 
Peace, alias Christ one-third of the Lord.

Firstly.— The lesson to be learnt.— Fight, annex other 
countries. Justify propagation of Christianity by the 
sword. Origin o f J ingoisin lost in tho mists of the Penta
teuch.

Secondly.— God's nature.— Man of war. Ironclad. Hardness 
of heart. Getting rusty. Early rustinoss when lie ordered 
murder o f women and children (1 Sam. xv., 3,) or of lower 
animals (E x. ix., 3 -0 ). Connexion between holy ghost 
as part of a man of war and holy stoning ship’s decks. For 
holy stoning see Numbers xv., 3 ’>, 30.

Thirdly.— Application to modern life.— Consistency of 
members o f Peace Society (the virtue, not the burglar). 
Explanation of fondness of House o f Lords for wars. The, 
lord is a man of war. Topical reference to Lord Wolseley, 
Salvation Army, War Cry.

Fourthly.— Personal application.— Lord, man of war. ‘ Let 
us all strive to be man of war’s men. Join navy. Let each 
become a-sailor (o f Christianity). Reason why Christians 
are so often charged for a-salt.

SK E L E T O N  SER M O N .— V I.

“  Unto Adam also and to his wife did the lord god make coats 
o f skin and clothe them.”— Genesis iii., 21.

Introduction.— God’s providence . . . Coats provided 
as soon as they knew they were naked. Friend in need.

Head 1.— Dignity of labor. Nine tailors make a man. 
No false pride in god.

Head II .— God' 's use o f means. Might have made good 
coats o f nothing as well as of skin. Law o f parsimony 
excludes unnecessary miracles. No mere display.

Head III .— God’s responsibility. Might have kept them 
ignorant of nakedness, therefore morally bound to clothe 
them. Consider consequences. Utilitarianism.

SK E LE TO N  SERM ON .— V II.

“  Meddle not with them that are given to change."
Proverbs xxiv., 21.

Introduction.— Avoid carnal prejudices. . . . Aspirations 
for improvement misleading. . . . Human reason a divinely 
contrived trap.

J.— Men should have faith. . . . Text does not condemn 
all change, but only humau. effort, . . . Necessary c uiuges 
will come in god’s providence. , . . Be patient.
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II. — Avoid even appearance o f evil. . . .  Be not content 
( e.g.) with keeping out of politics, but do not even speak to 
politicians. Lose no chance o f counteracting Radicalism.

I I I . — Changes are reflexions on ancestors. . . . Honor 
father and mother. . . . Whatever is, is right.

P R I S O N E R S ’ A I D  F U N D .

For the support of the families of the men now in gaol, for the 
protection of their interests, and for the aid of any others who 
may he in similar case ; any balance to be used in the discretion 
of the Executive.

Per Mr. Stuttig, (Westminster Branch N. S. S .): — Leney* 
2s.; — Ritchie, I s .; Mrs. Grove, 6d.; C. Grove, 6d.; J' 
Butler, 3)d. Sowerby Bridge: A  Lady Friend, 2s. Cd. ; J- 
Walsh, 2s. 6d.; A. Farrar, I s .; J. Entcliffe, Is .; a Lady Friend, 
Is.; D. Smith, Is. Manchester: D. L .,4 s .; E. Doncaster, 2s.; 
J. Pearson, 2s.; collection, £1 .; H. Cochrane, Is.; Mrs. Grit- 
ton, 6d.; — Girdlestone, I s . ; collection, 9s. lOd.; B. B., I s .;
S. Watts, I s .; — Cockhill, 6d.; J. BinclifEe, I s .; collection, 
13s. 4 d .; — Haine’s collecting-box, 2s. 7Jd.; A. Matthews, 5s.; 
E. Ellsmore, 9d .; Ashton-under-Lyne, £1. Cramlington, 
per J. Henderson, 16s. 9d.; — Flemons, 2s. 6d. From Basker- 
ville Hall (Birmingham), per D. Baker: — Davis, 6d.; — 
Hind, 6d.; C. McCabe, Is. 2d.; C. II. R., 6d.; C. Gough, 3d.;
C. Clews, 6d.; J. W. Eales, Is. ; R. Ellis, 2s.; J. Wright, 6d.; 
— Wood, 3d.; Donation, Is .; No Name, Is. 6d.; E. Burns, 6d.; 
Mr. and Mrs. Whitworth, 2s. 6d.; L. Kuphal, I s .; J. S., 6d.;
— Hind, 6d.; Jackeman, 3d.; a Friend, 6d .; — Gough, 3d.;
T. Edmunds, 6d.; J. Laws, I s . ; — Jakeman, 4 d .; — Hinde, 
6d.; — Clews, 6d .; — Bowden, 6d.; Friend, 3d.; T. Golding, 
6d .; W. Davidge, 6d.; J. M. Whitham, I s . ; —  Dunelm, 5s. 
Glasgow (per J. Ferguson): W . Nicholson, Is.; R. Ralston, 
I s .; W. McGregor, Is .; D. Nicholson, Is. ; A. Cummings, Is .: 
W. Randall, 2s. 6d. Northampton: J. Ladle, 2s.; Friend, 
I s .; J. Ladle, Is. 6d.; W. B. Clifford, 2 s .; R. Nicholas, 2s. ; 
H. M., I s .; Claringbull and Scarles, 6d.; H. Taylor, Is. 
Collected by C. B. Cooper (Norwich), £5 ; collected on job in 
Piccadilly by J. Ryce, 11s. 6d .; — Ashley, Is. 6d.; — Lati
mer, 8d .; J. Leach (Yarmouth), £2 2s.; W. McD., 5s.; Jarrow 
Branch N. S. S-, 12s.; C. Simpson, Is.; Huddersfield Branch 
N. S. S., £1 I s .; Collected by Mrs. Harriman (Liverpool): Mr. 
and Mrs. Harriman, £ 1 ; — Davis, Is .; J essie, 6d .; Emily, 6d.; 
Eddie, 6d .; Mrs. Dickenson, Is .; J. Shepherd, 5s.; L. Williams, 
5s. ; J. Williams, 10s.; E. Williams, 2s. 6d. ; E. Hannah, 2s. fid.;
D. S., 2s. 6d .; R. A. Cooper, £1. Per Mr. F agg: A. F., 2s. 6d.; 
G. M. Geraghty, 2s.; H. F ,  2s.; G. F., 2s. 6d.; H. G. S., 
5s. ; C. Deane, 2s. 6d .; Richard Eve, £ 1 ; sale of Mr. 
Foote’s photos by E. G. Seamer, 12s. Per J. W. Stansfield 
(Leicester): —  Bunton, 9d.; — Potter, Is. 9d.; — Palmer, 
3d.; — Banton, 3d.; — Marston, fid.; collected, 5s. lOd.;
— Bunton, 9d.; — Marston, 6d.; — Banton, 3d.; — 
Fitchitt, 6d .; collected, 3s.; — Randle, 6d .; — Bunton, 9d.;
— Banton, 3d. ; — Palmer, fid.; J. Wright, 3s.; — Pratt, 
fid.; — Marston,3d.; collected atMr. Watt’s lecture, April 29th, 
13s. 101 d. Amos Booth, 2s.; G. J. L. (per W. H. H.), 3s.; G. J. L. 
(per "VV. H. H .),3s .; H. Bennitt,6d.; G. J. L. (per W .H .IL), 3s.; 
J. Reeling, Is. Collected May 6th, 6s. 6d .; H. Bennett, fid. 
George Coulton, N. S. W. (3rd collection), 3s. Per W. Laurie 
(Hartlepool Branch N. S. S.), 11s. fid.; L. Kaufmann (weekly), 
6d.; — Minister, 2s. 6d.; F. Malkin, fid.; R. Smith, I s .; 
W. Crams, Is.; J. L., fid. Per J. T. Ramsey: Herbert 
Poulton, Is .; H. Ambridge, Is .; G. W. Ambridgo, Is. ; F. 
C. Ambridge, Is. Per Hanicorn (Plymouth Branch 
National Secular Society): Mr. Sowden, 5s. 5d.; W. 
Hawkins, 8s. 4d.; J. Aplin, 13s. fid.; E. Barnes, 3s.; Mrs. 
Adams, 5s. Id .; J. Trude, 2s.; G. McCluskey, 2s. 5d. ; John 
Rogers, 2s. 6d .; Trace-Arnigos, Is. fid.; T. Murray, 3 s .; 
James Rogers 2s. Id. Per H. Smith: R. Lawson, Is. 2d.;
— Warner (6th donation), fid.; — Stalden (6th donation), 6d.;
— H. Coventry (5th donation), I s .; — Warner (7th donation), 
fid.; — Stalder (7th donation), 6d.; R. Howe (4th donation), 
I s ; from Waddington, 15s. Per C. Young (Rotherham) : A. 
Hilleby (Mesebro), 2s. 6d .; W. Twigg, 2s. fid.

Collecting sheets will be sent to any Freethinker on appli
cation to 28 Stonecutter Street.

P ersecution.— Persecution has its origin morally in the 
disposition of man to domineer over his fellow creatures ; 
Intellectually in the assumption that one’s own opinions are 
infallibly correct. We know very well how children are apt 
to behave when arguing some question of no great con- 
sequence. Their little passions warming with the discussion, 
they pass from argument to abuse, they call each other hard 
names, and at last they begin to pound each other. Now, 
the spirit which prompts a child to pound his companion who 
resists him in argument is identical with the spirit which 
prompts a man to calumniate, torture, burn, or otherwise 
put down and injure his neighbor who refuses to reverence 
me things which he himself dooms sacred.— Professor John 
Fiske, “  North American Review," p. 12 ; January, 1881.

A  PARSON’S FAITH IN  GRACE.

A few days ago a minister on one of the Western roads sat 
down to dinner at a station restaurant, and, bending over his 
plate, murmured a silent grace.

“  Always do that ? ”  inquired a rough-looking specimen 
who sat beside him.

“  Yes, my friend,” replied the dominie; “  I  never miss 
returning thanks to the giver of all mercies. You don’t know 
how much good it does.”

“ Does it do the grub any good ?” asked the stranger, 
becoming interested. I f  it was going to do any good at all I 
should wish it to commence with the grub.”

“  It certainly does,” returned the parson, earnestly, hoping 
to make a convert.

“  Think that piece of bootleg has been benefited?”  and he 
pointed at the dominie’s dish.

“  1 think so,” said the preacher, sincerely; “  I  think there 
is no doubt about it.”

“  And is it a thing you can make work right straight along, 
or is there a limit to the game P ”

“  It never fails,”  persisted the minister, who had an 
especially nice steak before him.

“  Then! ” exclaimed the stranger, grasping the parson’s 
plate and substituting his own dish of doughnuts and beans, 
“  you pray this business of mine up to a square meal, while I 
get away with the grub already sanctified. Go it stranger ! 
don’t leave off a lick on my account, and if you make the 
raffle you can bet your eternal fortune is made right on the 
line of this road! And any man what can tone a bean 
dinner up to a satisfing meal can't go broke in this country, 
not while the raw material holds out and my mouth is in 
order! ”

But the parson finished the beans and doughnuts in silence, 
and the stranger wrapped up the “  sanctified grub ”  with the 
further suggestion that if the dominie missed his grip on that 
plate there wero plenty more beans in the cellar for him to 
practice on until he struck the combination.

WHOLESALE & RETAIL “ FREETHINKER” AGENTS.

L ondon:—J. Campbell, 71Mundella Rd, New Rd, Battersea; 
A. Gates, 1 Pressland Ter., Kensal Rd, N .W .; D. Evans, 83 Railton 
Rd, Herne H ill; J. Cottrell, 98 Huntley St, Tottenham Court R d 1
E. Tomlinson, King St (opposite Baths), Camden Town ; Jacob 
Barlow, 48 Alsen Rd, Seven Sisters Rd, Holloway; G. Shore, 33 
Newington Green Rd, and Ball’s Pond Secular Hall; H. Taylor, 
4 Trothy Rd, S.E.; Matlock, 28 Marlborough Rd, Chelsea; A- 
Hilditch, 5 Cromer Street, Gray’s Inn ltd, and Clerkenwell Green 
on Sunday mornings; G. Crookson, Platt’s Common, Barnsley, 
and Midland Railway Arches on Sunday mornings ; H. Markell, 
117 Pembroke Rd, Kilburn, and in the Elgin Rd, Maida Hill, on 
Sunday mornings; M. A. Baker, 125 Kentish Town R d ; J. T  
Ramsey, 18 Pearson Street, Kingsland, and Hall of Science on 
Sundays ; Marcland, Sheffield Rd, Barnsley; F. Wenham, 55 Vino 
St, Uxbridge ; W. Goodman, 29 George St, Princes Rd, Lambeth ;
F. Jones, 201 Leyton Rd, Stratford; the Chairman at Mile End 
Waste and Gibralter W alk; — Stocker, 30 Berwick Street, 
Oxford S t; J. F. Haines, 212 Mile End Road, E.

P rovincial:—F. J. Cole, College St, Woodbridge, Suffolk i 
J. Wilks, 129 Manchester ltd, Bradford; G. Griffiths, 32 Oldham 
Rd, Manchester, W. II. Morrish, Narrowwine St, Bristol; Noble 
and Coyle, 9 New Bond St place, Bath; Seymour, Wood St, 
Tunbridge AVells; J. Paterson, High St, Paisley; Pendleton 
Secular Club ; Sunday Reading Room, Walsall; It. Cartwright, 
Quarry Bank; S. Cheethain, 106 Dob Lane, Failsworth ; James 
Hooper, Sneinton Market, Nottingham ; W. Flitcher, Market 
Hall, Wolverhampton; J. Wadmore, 22 Alma Street, Wombwcffi 
near Bamsey; C. Begg, 23 Baxter’s Plain, corner of Sedgeford 
Lane, King’s Lynn, Norfolk.

FREETH0UGHT GLEANINGS.
T he question was raised whether morality can exist without 

religion. Not much difficulty in answering this question will 
be felt by those who, from the conduct of these rude tribes, 
turn to that of Europeans during the Christian era, with its 
innumerable and immeasurable public and private atrocities, 
its bloody aggressive wars, its ceaseless family vendettas, 
bandit barons and fighting bishops, its massacres polit>cai 
and religious, its torturings and its burnings, its all-pervadim? 
crime, from the assassinations of and by kings, down to the
lyings and petty thefts o f slaves and serfs.............Conversely:
as these uncultivated tribes prove, no matter how devoid tbcj 
are of religious beliefs, those who, generation after generati011 
remaining unmolested, inflict no injury upon others, haV® 
their altruistic sentiments fostered by the sympathetic inter' 
course of a peaceful daily life, and display the resulting 
virtues. . . . . What a pity these heathons cannot be induce 
to send missionaries among the Christians !—Herbert Spencei, 
Contemporary Review, 1880.
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Christian P hilosophy (!).—A  Christian may be also a 
philosopher. But to talk of Christian Philosophy is an abuse 
of language. Christian Philosophy means Christian Meta
physics, and that means the solution of metaphysical problems 
upon Christian principles. Now, Christian Principles arc 
hut the Doctrines revealed through Christ; revealed because 
inaccessible to Reason; revealed and accepted by Faith 
because Reason is utterly incompetent. So that metaphysical 
problems, the attempted solutions of which by Reason con
stitutes Philosophy, are solved by Faith ; and yet the name 
of Philosophy is retained ! But the very ground-work of 
Philosophy consists in reasoning, as the ground-work of 
Religion is Faith. There cannot, consequently, bo a Religious 
Philosophy : it is a contradiction in terms. Philosophy may 
he occupied about the same problems as Religion; but it 
employs altogether different criteria, and depends on 
altogether different principles.— George Henry Lewes, “ The 
History of Philosophy from Thales to Comte,’' Vol. I, p. 409;

Miracles.—If Christianity rests on the credibility of 
miracles, and eternal happiness or misery is contingent on 
faith in Christianity, how unfortunate for mankind that the 
great miracle of resurrection could not have been postponed 
to the nineteenth century when scientific investigation could 
fully attest the marvellous event, and some modern Lazarus, 
travelling as a public lecturer from city to city, could carry 
conviction to the minds of even the most sceptical.—“  The 
evolution of Christianity,”  p. 245 ; 1883.

Priests.—The whole history of priesthoods, of whatever 
ago, country, or religion, shows those bodies to be by their 
Very nature and constitution utterly and irredeemably selfish, 
Waking their own aggrandisement, individually or cor- 
Poratcly, the one object and aim of their policy.—Edward 
Maitland, “  By and By,” Yol. III., p. 5 ; 1873.

A iiuse of H eretics.—This is certain, that as bad things 
w°ro said of the primitive Christians by Jews and heathens 
as over were said of the ancient heretics by Catholics. Modern 
Reformers have been treated just in the same manner. And 
no wonder, since there have, in every age, been men so attached 
fo their present interest as to value the emoluments connected 
w>th old establishments more than truth. Such men will 
always represent every attempt towards a reformation, as pro
ceeding from wicked and impious dispositions, and will cry 
down the promoters of it, as horetics, and as men of the 
wost abandoned and evil principles.—Dr. Nathaniel Lardner,
“  History of Heretics,” Works Yol. V III., p. 308 ; 1838.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .
An old vendor of oysters got converted the other day. His 

urst sermon was on Luke xix., “  Thou art an austere man.”
More P roofs of E volution.—The Israelites had to make 

their own tail—of bricks. They mado it themselves. No out- 
sido power helped them. Tho Egyptians, oven, didn’t care a 
straw.

T he Biblo talks of hewers of wood and drawers of water 
(Joshua ix., 21). Our irreverent young man says that in his 
Wdgings he has a ewer of water and a sot of drawers of wood. 
The old book wrong again!

Pronunciation is everything! A  distinguished Anglican 
Prelate—an eminent hater of Rome— was not a littlo upset 
on recently visiting some humble cottagers in his neighbor
hood, of whose orthodoxy he had hitherto felt secure, to 
behold, banging on the wall, a highly-colored representation 
°° the late venerable Pope on his knees before tho Virgin, 
" 1 th tho words "Ave Maria" iD gold letters beneath.
„  ‘ Hallo, my good woman,” exclaimed tho reformed divino ;

yhat have you got there ?”
, * 0, please, very reverend, Jenny bought it at tho fair. I 
°Pp there’s no ’arm.”

“ That depends. First tell me, do you clearly understand 
"hat it means P”

“  Oh that do I.”
( Then explain.”

, Well, you see, very reverend, tho old gentloman he’s in 
° Ve with the young lady; and small wonder, for she’s as 
Pretty as spring. But she, bless her, feels no way inclined to 
accept of him, with his white ’airs and his many years, and 
sh°’s a tollin’ him of some friend o ’ hers—who’s most liko a 
8core or so moro on in life—will suit him twice as well; and 
she says 1 Havo Mariar.’ ”

, ^L(. H. E. Smith, whose letter to Mr. Taylor we published 
st Week, has received tho following reply:—
„  “  22 Ashley Place, S.W., May 1st, 1883.

, Dear Sir,—I am requested by Mr. Taylor to say, in reply
do^°Ur ° f  the 28th ult., that ho has with much pleasure

Qc all that you desired.— With compliments, faithfully 
* rs> “ J. B. Grant.

HEAVEN.
One Sabbath eve, while passing through a crowded thorough
fare (it was half past eight, and people were wending their 
way homeward from their respective places o f superstitious 
worship), fancy struck me, and I mused; gazing in the 
passing faces I reflected. Gay maidens, grave husbands, 
merry wives, sighing lovers, coy sweethearts, all were there; 
some commenting on the text, others on the preacher, the 
church, and organ, Mrs. So-and-So’s new bonnet, &c. How 
many, thought I, of this Christian crowd will gain admittance 
to the Christian heaven ; and “  what must it be to be there,” 
mingling with that motley crowd of intellectual paupers and 
cringing cowards pacing tho aurino floor amid a chorus of 
psalm-chanting cherubim, heavenly harps, and pedantical 
saints strolling on the lawn in front of tho throne, walking 
carefully in dread of a “  keep off the grass! ”  from god, or a 
“  kick off the grass ” from his son ; sneaking behind a jasper 
pillar, to avoid meeting with a man whom you had wronged 
in this w orld ; sitting in a corner moulting your feathers. 
By dint of great zeal you may be an assistant surgeon, or 
nurse to the St. Christ’s Hospital for broken wings; perhaps 
apprenticed to the firm of God, Christ, Holy Ghost, and Co., 
Hellmakers, Fire and Brimstone Importers. “  What must it 
bo to be there.” Driving down tho central, street, drawn by 
the grays (grace) of God, calling at Smith’s Harp and Lyre 
Store (plenty of liars in heaven) to get your harp tuned, 
or at Brown’s Saints Crown and Diadem Factory to get a 
larger size crown (head having swelled, caused by the 
vacuum within), or if you have won a bet at a flying match, 
redeeming the pawned watch at the brokers. Looking over 
heaven’s wall and seeing the sceptical and unbelieving scorners 
roasting in hell—enjoying tho rich, spicy odor arising there
from. “  What must it be to be there.”  I  thought of those 
things; and if heaven was the place prepared for the devil 
and his angels methinks I  should try to be very good. If 
feather (ever I mean) I get taken there it will be against my 
will, and I shall try hard to resign. “  Anywhere, anywhere, 
out o f ” that “  world.”  C. H. Pring.

Q.ODFREE’S (Knightsbridge) RESTAURANT, 4,
Brompton Bond.—2nd and 3rd Class Dining and Supper 

Kooms, 6 Brompton Hoad and 2 Middle Bow, Knightsbridge. Hot 
Joints from 12 a.m. to 12 p.m. Soups, Fried and Stewed Eols, 
Tripo, and Entrees always ready. Malt Liquors as from the London 
and Scotoh Breweries. Choioe Wines and Cigars. Tea and Coffee. 
Near Tattorsall’s.
rpBETjti, 2s. fid. oach, on vulcanite; upper or lower

set, £1. Best quality, on vulcanite, 4s. a tooth; upper or 
lower set, £2. No extras. Completed in four hours when required. 
Best teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18-carat gold, IBs. Pain
less extraction daily, with gas, 6s.; without gas, Is .; stopping, 
2s. 6d.—Mr. STANTON, B.D., 128 Strand, London. Hours nine to 
eight.________________________ ____ _______________________ ______

CT. W O R S T E D ,
W i n e  a n d  S p i r i t  M e r c h a n t ,

“  D uke of Ormand,”
PRINCES STREET, WESTMINSTER.

The “  National Eeformer,”  “  Freethinker,”  and other Froethought 
Journals at the bar.

A F R E E T H IN K E R  (N . S. S .) would feel obliged to any 
friond who could find him Employment. Age 22 ; woll odu- 

eated; references and testimonials. Address—B., 36 Bernard Place, 
Holloway, London, N.

W A N T E D , a Good G EN ERAL SER VA N T, in Free 
* '  thinkors’ family ; a few miles from London. Apply—Ayr 

Cottage, Lower Fore Stroet, Edmonton.

Carte de Yisites.
TjiR E ETH O U G H T W O R T H IE S.— Mrs. Bcsant; Messrs.

Foote, Ingorsoll, Bradlaugh, Symos, Dr. Aveling, Paine, Vol
taire. Threepence each. Trinity of Frcethought Martyrs— 
Foote, ltamsey and Kemp—on one card. Cartes, 3d.; cabinots, 6d. 
28 Stonecutter Street.

A Portrait of W. J. Ramsey
appears in the MAY v

TiTTOTTOT TP A AT (rcady on Thursday next), price 
i l l l i l  U  D L / I V A l i  One Pehny. Biographical sketch
of Ramsey; The People’s History of the Aristocracy, by Geo. 
Standring ; Editorial Notes, and many interesting articles will 
be found in the number. Order early of your newsagent. 

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street.

NEW PAMPHLETS by  ARTHUR B. MOSS.

“  Bible Horrors, or True Blasphemy,” 
and “ Fictitious Gods.”

O N E  P E N N Y  E A C H -  
Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.
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Edited by G. W. Foote.

Interim Editor, Edward B. A veling, D.Sc.

The M A Y NUMBER, NOW  READY, contains:— 
Evolution and Definition.—I . By E dwabd B. A ve - 

eino , D.Sc.
The Origin of Belief in a Soul. B y C. T. B ingham . 
Dead Memories. (A  P oem .)
The Drama of the Lake-Dwellers. B y G. T em ple . 
Carlyle and Emerson. B y N obman B bitton .
“ The City of Dreadful Night.”  Reply to a Criticism. 
Karl Marx. (A Biography.) By E leanob M a b x . 
Westleigh Bells. (A  Poem.) By Caboline M aitland . 
The Elimination of the God-Idea from Higher 

Modern Literature. By P h .D.
The Blasphemy Trials. By the I ntebim  E ditob .
The Rev. W . Lansdell, D.D. By E. M a b x . 
Religion v. Liberty. By J oseph S ymes.
Giordano Bruno. By L. J. N icholson.
Some Humors of the Reading Room at the 

British Museum. By E. B. A.
Taxation. B y B aldw in  M ichael S m ith .
Gossip, Etc.

Sixty-Four Pages, Price Sixpence.
“  Started in January last by the unfortunate ¡Mr. Foote, Progress 

under the able editorship of Dr. Edward B. Aveling, D.Sc., bids 
fair to achieve considerable success in its own particular sphero. 
Its articles are conceived in a liberal and comprehensive spirit, and 
putting aside all debateablo matter, are far above the average in 
point of general merit. Progress contains much intelligent, writing, 
” ‘ , a  i u t c i i i g c i i t  l o a d i n g . ”  m^nnshire Ui'W'dian

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

J J

SHELLEY ON BLASPHEMY.
SIX TE EN  PAGES for ONE PEN NY.

N O W  R E A D Y .

“ MILL ON BLASPHEMY.
BEING A

Reprint of an Article contributed to Westminster Review 
for July, 1821, occasioned by the prosecution of 

____________ Richard Carlile.___________
Thirty-two pages, price Twopence.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.WATCHES, CLOCKS, JEWELLERY.
A Good Serviceable Silver Watch for Working Man or Youth :— 
Four jewels, 18s. 6d .; crystal glass, 19s. 6d .; with stout silver 
dome, 21s. and 25s.; Extra Stout Railway Watch, eight jewels, 30s., 
35s., 42s.; Ladies’ Sizes same price. Stout Crystal English Lever, 
£4 4s. ; Ladies’ Elegant Gold Watches, 18 carat, £2 2s., £2 5s., 
£2 10s., to £5 10s. A written warranty sent for two years. For
warded by registered post on receipt of P.O.O., payable at Vauxhall 
Cross. 22 carat Stout Gold Wedding Rings,"7s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 
15s. 6d., 21s., 30s.; 18 carat Keepers, richly chased, IOs. 6d., 
15s. 6d., 21s., 30s.; 9 carat ditto, fashionable patterns, 4s. 6d 5s 6d ’ 
7s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 15s.—M A R T I N  & B A L C H IN , W a tc h  & 
C lo ck  M a k ers , & J e w e lle rs , 195 W a n d s w o r th  R d . ,S .W .

Established 1870. Price List Free

T H W A .  >’ LIV E R  PILLS
Are acknowledged to bn -ust Family Medicine in the World by the 
many thousands that a sing them in preferenee to all others. It if 
almost impossible to enumerate in an advertisement what they are 
good for; it would take up too much of your tirno to read it, and aftor 
you had read it you might say it was only advertising puff ; but I ask 
ONE TRIAL of tho LIVER PILLS ; if not bettor than any you have 
tried before, I cannot expect a continuance of your custom. I recom
mend them for Indigestion, Loss o f  Appetite, Dizziness, Biliousness, 
Costiveness,' Nervousness, Palpitation of the Heart, Piles, etc., all of 
which are, in many cases, caused by tho Liver being inactive, or what 
we call a sluggish Liver. Try some of the LIVER PILLS as soon as 
you can, as they aro pure Herb Pills, and may be used at any time 
by anyone without any change of diet or danger of taking cold. Pre
pared only by Geokoe T iiwaites, 2, Church Row, Stockton-on-Tees. 
Sold at Is. l)d . and 2s. 9d. per box, or by post for 15 or 30 Penny 
Stamps. A Price List of Herbs free.
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ARROWS OF FREETHODGHT. H2 lip., in elegant wrapper. 
BLASPHEMY NO CRIME. The whole question ful y treatcd,

with special reference to the Prosecution of the i'leethw 
“  An alarum-like warning to the people of the terrible 

danger which threatens their religions liberties. Ulver- 
ston Mirror.

SECULARISM THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE. An Exposi-
tion and a Defence ... ... ••• ..............

ATHEISM AND MORALITY .............................................................
THE FUTILITY OF PRAYER .................. ; : ;cmc."
DEATH’ S TEST, OR CHRISTIAN LIES ABOUT DYING INFIDELS
ATHEISM AND SUICIDE -  ............................................................
THE GOD CHRISTIANS SWEAR BY ...............................................
WAS JESUS INSANE? .............................................................  "*

BIBLE ROMANCES (One Penny Each).
(1) The Creation Story. (2) Noah’s Flood. (3) Eve and the Apple. 

(4) The Bible Devil. (5) The Ten Plagues. (6) Jonah and the 
Whale. (7) The Wandering Jews. (8) The Tower of Babel. 
(9) Balaam’s Ass. (10) God’s Thieves in Canaan. (11) Cain 
and Abel. (12) Lot’s Wife.

The First Series, Bound in Elegcmt Wrapper, Price One Shilling. 
Second Series— (13) Daniel and the Lions. (14) The Jew Judges. 

(15) St. John’s Nightmare. (16) A Virgin Mother. (17) God 
in a Box. (18) Bully Samson.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

W o r k s  b y  E d w a r d  B . A v e l i n g ,  D .S c .
(Fellow of tho University College, London).

The Pedigree of Man. Translation of Ten Popular
Lectures by Ernst Haeckel. 6/-

The Student’s Darwin. An analysis o f the whole of 
Darwin’s works. 5/-

Natural Philosophy for London University Matri
culation. 4/-

General Biology. For South Kensington Examination 
and 1st B.Sc. London. 2/- 

T li e  B o o k w o r m  a n d  o t h e r  s k e tc h e s . 1 /-
The Value of this Earthly Life. A  reply to W . II. 

Mallock’s “  Is Life Worth Living?”  1 /-
Biological Discoveries and Problems- Dealing

with the most recent terms and ideas in biological 
science. 1/-

Pamphlets- Anti-Religious. 1/- 
Pliysiological Tables- 2/-
Botanical Tables- 1/- Fifth edition. These two 

works are condensed note-books on the two sciences.

Freothought Publishing Company, 63 Fleet Street, E.C.

W. J. PARRY, from ROSKELL S,
aftfr ̂ Ciofhlllim nfadnrirjifofiler^ptifm n ftc.

All Watches Sold or Repaired are Guaranteed to go Accurately. 
All Repairs of Watches, Clocks, or Jewellery, are done, by 

Experienced Workmen, at Reasonable Charges. 
W kbkly P ayments T aken

L U C K Y  W E D D I N G - R I N G  DEPOT.
Watches or Jew tilery from the Country sent by Rail 

carriage paid one way.8 B r u n sw ic k  R oad , L iverpo o l .
Just Published. A Splendid

NEW LECTURE BY COLONEL INGERSOLL,
ENTITLED

D IF F IC U L T IE S  OF BELIEF.
Brilliant, Eloquent, Incisive.

Equal to anything said or written by tho giftod orator.

P R I C E  T W O P E N C E .
Post free Twopenee-halfpenny, or Six Copies free for One Shilling, 

from W. H. Morrish, Bookseller, 18 Narrow Wine Street, Biistol.

Sold at Freethinker Office, Reformer Office; and by E. Truelove, 
High Holborn, London.
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